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      Breaking News

      
        Injured baby elephant recovering
        The Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation (DNP) shared uplifting news that "Khao Tom," a baby wild elephant rescued in Kanchanaburi province, was showing encouraging signs of recovery as of Thursday after weeks of treatment at Bueng Chawak Wildlife Sanctuary in Suphan Buri.

      

      
        Thaksin 'still eligible to seek royal pardon'
        Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra remains eligible to seek a royal pardon as no prior petition has been submitted on his behalf, Deputy Prime Minister Borwornsak Uwanno said on Thursday.

      

      
        Anutin arrives in Laos on first trip as PM
        Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and his Laotian counterpart pledged to intensify efforts against cross-border crime and promote trade during talks in Vientiane on Thursday, during the Thai premier's first official international trip.

      

      
        Live streaming sales change the game
        Live commerce in Thailand has ushered in a new era, marked by a high value of sales transactions within a short period, similar to the landscape in China.&nbsp;

      

      
        City Hall to begin demolition of Samsen police station on Oct 22
        The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) looks set to begin demolition of the Samsen police station building in Dusit district on Oct 22, as part of efforts to restore the surface of a section of Samsen Road, which subsided on Sept 24.&nbsp;

      

      
        French PM survives two confidence votes days after reappointment
        PARIS --- French Prime Minister Sebastien Lecornu weathered two confidence motions Thursday, just days after appointing his new government and making a key political concession to stay in power.

      

      
        Influencers and online sellers in Thai taxman's sights
        The Revenue Department has reiterated that all individuals who earn income --- regardless of the source, including from online sales or influencer activities --- are required to file and pay income tax.

      

      
        Bomb injures police, civilians in Narathiwat
        NARATHIWAT -- Three police officers and six civilians were injured, with four badly hurt, when a roadside bomb was detonated in Yi-Ngo district of this southern province on Thursday.

      

      
        Prince Andrew viewed sex as a 'birthright', new book says
        LONDON - Britain's Prince Andrew behaved as if having sex with the then 17-year-old Virginia Giuffre was his "birthright", according to allegations in her posthumously published memoir.

      

      
        Beijing reaffirms jailed Swedish publisher is a Chinese citizen
        BEIJING - China has reaffirmed that jailed Swedish publisher Gui Minhai is a Chinese national and it firmly opposes any country, organisation or person interfering with its judicial sovereignty in any form, the foreign ministry said on Thursday.
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                Veterinarians in Lampang report death of another injured baby elephant
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                          "Khao Tom", a baby wild elephant rescued in Kanchanaburi, shows signs of recovery as of Thursday after weeks of treatment at Bueng Chawak Wildlife Sanctuary in Suphan Buri. (Photo: NuNa Silpa-archa Facebook account)                        

                                          

                  

                                The Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation (DNP) shared uplifting news that "Khao Tom," a baby wild elephant rescued in Kanchanaburi province, was showing encouraging signs of recovery as of Thursday after weeks of treatment at Bueng Chawak Wildlife Sanctuary in Suphan Buri.
However, veterinarians in Lampang province reported the death of another injured baby elephant on Wednesday.

Khao Tom was rescued on Sept 22 after falling into a pit in Huai Chani Forest, injuring its right hind leg.

Since then, the young elephant has received round-the-clock care from a veterinary team led by Dr Natthanon Panpetch, director of the Bueng Chawak Wildlife Sanctuary.

The team, supported by specialists from the National Elephant Institute, Chiang Mai University's Faculty of Medical Technology and Kasetsart University's Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, has helped improve the calf's strength and mobility.

Khao Tom has begun wearing leg splints and using a supportive frame to aid with balance and muscle training.

The treatment also included joint stretching, ultrasound therapy and peripheral magnetic stimulation--a technique using electromagnetic fields to stimulate muscle function.

The team reported that the elephant can now stand more steadily and move with better coordination.

The calf is drinking milk and water normally and has shown improvement in digestion after being given probiotics and intravenous fluids.

DNP director-general Atthapol Charoenchansa said on Thursday that the department remains committed to ensuring Khao Tom's full recovery, adding that every effort is being made to give the young elephant the best possible quality of life.

In contrast, the Elephant Hospital in Lampang province announced that an 11-day-old calf, transferred from Chiang Mai after being attacked by its mother, died on Wednesday despite undergoing surgery to repair a broken leg.
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                                Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra remains eligible to seek a royal pardon as no prior petition has been submitted on his behalf, Deputy Prime Minister Borwornsak Uwanno said on Thursday.
His comment countered earlier views by legal experts who had ruled out Thaksin's eligibility.

Mr Borwornsak, who oversees legal affairs, said that under Section 259 of the Criminal Code, all convicted prisoners have the legal right to seek a royal pardon. The right is limited only if a previous petition has been rejected, in which case Section 264 stipulates that a new request cannot be submitted until two years have passed.

He added that the justice minister (Pol Lt Gen Rutthapon Naowarat) is responsible for forwarding such a petition through the Secretariat of the Cabinet to the Royal Household Bureau.

The Privy Council then offers its opinion before the matter is presented to His Majesty the King, whose royal discretion is final under Section 179 of the constitution.

[image: Deputy Prime Minister and legal expert Borwornsak Uwanno pays his respects at a shrine at Government House in Bangkok on Oct 7, 2026. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)]
Deputy Prime Minister and legal expert Borwornsak Uwanno, left, pays his respects at a shrine at Government House in Bangkok on Oct 7, 2026. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)



Mr Borwornsak said there are two types of pardons -- individual royal pardons and general pardons issued on special occasions. Both fall entirely under the royal prerogative and cannot be interfered with by any branch of government.

When asked whether the process in Thaksin's case might be interrupted or blocked, Mr Borwornsak reiterated that "it is the legal right of every prisoner" to seek clemency. The only limitation, he said, applies to those sentenced to death, who may submit only one petition.

At Klong Prem Central Prison in Bangkok, Thaksin's ex-wife Khunying Potjaman Damapong, accompanied by Thaksin's lawyer Winyat Chartmontree, visited him at 9am on Thursday. She briefly told reporters that Thaksin "looked fine, just a little unwell" before leaving the prison compound.

Mr Winyat declined to comment on reports that the justice minister had forwarded a second petition on Thaksin's behalf, saying the matter rests entirely under royal discretion.

Mr Borwornsak said no such petition has to date been rejected. On Aug 31, 2023, a royal command granted Thaksin a pardon, reducing his total prison term to one year.

The Supreme Court ordered the 76-year-old billionaire to serve the one-year imprisonment term handed down two years ago, after finding that his six-month stay in a luxury hospital ward did not meet the conditions of his sentence.

The court rejected Thaksin's claims of illness that had allowed him to stay at Police General Hospital from the night of his return to Thailand in August 2023 until his parole in early 2024.


	Related: Thaksin could teach behind bars
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                                Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and his Laotian counterpart pledged to intensify efforts against cross-border crime and promote trade during talks in Vientiane on Thursday, during the Thai premier's first official international trip.
During the visit, Mr Anutin, accompanied by his wife Thananon Niramit, attended a formal welcoming ceremony hosted by Lao Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone and his spouse.

Both leaders also inspected a guard of honour before beginning the talks.

Thai government spokesman Siripong Angkasakulkiat said Mr Anutin expressed gratitude for the hospitality extended by the Lao government, noting that this was his first official overseas visit as prime minister.

The occasion also marked the 75th anniversary of diplomatic relations between the two neighbouring countries, reflecting their long-standing and close partnership.

Mr Anutin invited Mr Sonexay to attend the Mekong-Lancang Cooperation (MLC) Summit, to be hosted by Thailand later this year, and confirmed Thailand's readiness to attend the upcoming Joint Commission (JC) and Joint Boundary Commission (JBC) meetings in Laos.

Mr Sonexay congratulated Mr Anutin on his appointment as premier, expressing confidence in his leadership and reaffirming Laos' commitment to strengthening bilateral cooperation on shared interests.

The two sides discussed key areas of collaboration.

On security, both governments agreed to intensify efforts against transnational crime, particularly drug trafficking, online fraud and human trafficking.

Thailand pledged to support Laos with funding, training and information exchanges to enhance law enforcement capabilities.

In addition, Thailand has requested that Laos designate its main law enforcement agency to serve as a contact point for coordination with Thailand's International Call Centre Scam and Human Trafficking Operations Centre, under the Royal Thai Police.

The aim is to enhance cooperation in preventing and suppressing online fraud and human trafficking along the border.

On environmental issues, both sides prioritised tackling transboundary haze and improving Mekong River water management through the CLEAR Sky Strategy, with Thailand offering technological assistance for data collection and public warning systems.

Mr Anutin reaffirmed Thailand's readiness to host the 8th Meeting of the Cooperation Committee between Thailand's Ministry of Commerce and Laos' Ministry of Industry and Trade.

The meeting aims to outline strategies to boost bilateral trade, with a particular focus on promoting border trade and strengthening small and medium-sized enterprise (SMEs), in order to achieve a trade target of US$11 billion by 2027.

Progress in transport and logistics projects -- including the upcoming fifth Thai-Lao Friendship Bridge (Bueng Kan-Bolikhamxay) -- was welcomed to improve connectivity and tourism.

Thailand is also considering providing assistance for Laos in cross-border infrastructure, such as financing a new Mekong Bridge (Chiang Khong-Luang Prabang) and a rail bridge, alongside a comprehensive Thai-Lao logistics strategy. 

The leaders further agreed to deepen energy cooperation to attract green investment and expand joint solar power production.

Both nations reaffirmed collaboration in multilateral forums, with Thailand committing to a constructive role in promoting peace in Myanmar and expressing hope that the upcoming Myanmar elections will mark a key political transition.

The two premiers also witnessed the signings of five agreements, including memorandums of understandings between banks of the two countries on trade, for funding anti-drug cooperation, vocational training equipment and water infrastructure design.
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                  Live streaming sales change the game                

                Janey Live success ushers in new era
              

                                Live commerce in Thailand has ushered in a new era, marked by a high value of sales transactions within a short period, similar to the landscape in China. 
[image: ]

This is driven by the integration of entertainment with online shopping or "shoppertainment" through live-streaming platforms.

However, pundits caution that to ensure sustainability, businesses must focus on product quality and build their own sales channels to gain customer insights, rather than relying solely on individual influencers or third-party platforms.

Singer and influencer Ratchanok "Janey" Suwannaket became the talk of the town after her live-streaming marathon on TikTok shattered records with combined sales of 400 million baht from Oct 9 to 14.

Daily sales peaked at around 557 million baht during the six-day event.

Her model combined performance-based charging, a fun and authentic presentation style, and collaboration with celebrities. 

Massive discounts were offered to stimulate engagement among large audiences, encouraging spending and creating sales opportunities for smaller brands.

Similar to China

Kulthirath Pakawachkrilers, president of the Thai e-Commerce Association, told the Bangkok Post the "Janey live commerce phenomenon" was destined to happen, but it arrived later than in China.  

Since 2021, live commerce has gradually evolved in Thailand. In China, this trend has been mainstreaming for four to five years.  

Top-tier streamers such as Xinba and Li Jiaqi have long generated between 100 million and 200 million yuan in a single session, reaching audiences of up to 99 million followers across platforms like Douyin, Kuaishou and Taobao Live.  

"For Thailand, the adoption curve has been slower. Many brands were uncertain about the true power of live selling, until Ms Ratchanok demonstrated what's possible," said Ms Kulthirath.

"Her record-breaking live-stream proved Thailand has officially entered the live commerce era."

Her success is changing how people view live-streamers, showing it is a respected and rewarding career, she said.

On Oct 14 alone, Ms Ratchanok's live-stream earned more than 100 million baht from 310,000 orders, with an average spend of 322 baht per order. 

This matches insights from top TikTok networks, which note that products priced between 300 and 400 baht sell especially well. 

What is even more powerful is that Thailand's new live-stream icons are not only achieving commercial success but also giving back to their communities, said Ms Kulthirath.

This combination of entrepreneurship and social contribution mirrors China's own "live commerce success formula", where influence and gratitude go hand in hand. "Fans don't just buy products, they buy into purpose, pride and the personalities they love," she said.

Hidden costs

Thanawat Malabuppha, chief executive of Priceza and an e-commerce pioneer, said the Ratchanok case is like what happens in China where influencers generate sales worth hundreds of million baht in a short time. 

He attributed her success to her large base of 19 million followers and attractive product prices, similar to the cases of other influencers.

The difference is that she brought a number of celebrities to join her live-streaming and this drew their fans to view her streaming, said Mr Thanawat. 

Mr Thanawat said using influencers is still important and the use of artificial intelligence (AI) to support the live-streaming is just a complement as the influencers cannot be replaced. 

Even nano influencers and micro influencers who have 10,000 to 100,000 followers can achieve sales of millions of baht, depending on the creativity of content, product prices and timing. 

"If the content is interesting and generates engagement, the platform's algorithm will push it to potential audiences who are likely to be interested in the products," said Mr Thanawat.  

He warns brands should also pay attention to the hidden costs.

On average, around 20% of buyers drop off after changing their minds, and platform fees and commission charges can amount to 20%. 

"The actual profit margin for brands may end up being only around 5-10%," he said. 

Suvita Charanwong, CEO of influencer platform Tellscore, said Ms Ratchanok's success has inspired other creators to adopt similar charging strategies -- though at more affordable rates. 

She added that the new pricing model of influencers is performance based or 1,000 orders per 50,000 baht within five minutes, changing from the previous model of an hour-based charge.

However, Ms Ratchanok's success is not a phenomenon that can happen overnight but is a result of her fan base building over the past eight years and her sharing of "dramatic" personal stories with fans that deeply connected with them.

This emotional engagement creates a unique shopping experience for viewers, said Ms Suvita. 

"Brands also need to take a long-term view -- working with multiple influencers over time and demonstrating consistent success, rather than relying solely on a single individual, while brands can use AI to offload their live session," she added.

Thailand has around 9 million influencers, with 3 million earning income from their content. However, few rely on it as their sole source of income. 

New opportunity

According to TikTok, the case of Ms Ratchanok, which holds a record-breaking 1.2 million concurrent live views, highlights how platforms can effectively promote local homegrown brands and seamlessly guide consumers from product discovery to final purchase, which in turn drives genuine economic growth.  

The success of TikTok's "Live with a Pinned Basket" model goes far beyond entertainment, highlighting TikTok Shop's crucial role in elevating local brands and sellers by acting as a powerful economic catalyst.  

Ms Ratchanok's Live session helped promote almost 270 Thai brands and homegrown sellers, demonstrating how a robust ecosystem of creators and celebrities can actively promote local small businesses. 

According to TikTok, Ms Ratchanok said she decided to do these Live sessions and saw the possibility of supporting Thai products and making local micro, small and medium sized enterprises more visible to a wider audience. 

"My goal is to use my platform to connect my community with great Thai brands. For any aspiring affiliate creators, my advice is to be authentic, know your product inside and out, and most importantly, be consistent. That is where the community trust comes from." 

The trap

Pathom Indarodom, director of the Digital Council of Thailand, noted that for newcomers to live commerce, live-streaming starts sometimes in silence. Without fame or a loyal fanbase, low viewership often means low sales.

Live-streaming demands stamina, emotional control and constant engagement. Only those with strong skills and solid support can succeed, Mr Pathom said.

While Ms Ratchanok's success has sparked a wave of imitators, without a distinctive edge, the market quickly becomes saturated. Trends shift fast -- what works today may not work tomorrow, he noted.

Platform rules, fees and algorithm changes also affect visibility and sales. Technical issues and order cancellations add more risk. 

He added that behind the scenes, there are hidden business costs. If sales fall short, losses and debt can pile up. Not every order means real income, while many young Thais dream of overnight success. 

"But behind the big numbers lies a tough reality -- more cautionary tale than guaranteed formula," said Mr Pathom.
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                                The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) looks set to begin demolition of the Samsen police station building in Dusit district on Oct 22, as part of efforts to restore the surface of a section of Samsen Road, which subsided on Sept 24. 
The BMA on Thursday reported progress in repairing the road subsidence in front of Vajira Hospital.

The contractor had filled around 5,330 cubic metres of sand between Tuesday and Thursday, bringing the current surface to about 2.65 metres below the original road level. Debris had also been cleared from the site.

Continuous inspections and structural assessments are being conducted on the police station, adjacent police flats and surrounding buildings to ensure maximum safety.

Bangkok deputy governor Wisanu Subsompon said after inspecting the site on Wednesday evening that the underground conditions have stabilised and that the next step was to raise the surface with coarse sand by about two more metres before proceeding with the demolition of the police station building.

Once completed, the restoration of the road surface will commence, starting with the entrance to Vajira Hospital's parking area. This phase is expected to take several months.

The demolition of the police station may begin on Oct 22, said the deputy governor. The contractor would take around four to five days to bring the structure down, and another week to clear the debris.

Heavy rainfall in recent days has caused water to accumulate in the subsidence area, which officials view as a positive indicator, confirming that water is not leaking into the underground tunnel.

"We are proceeding step by step. Doing everything at once would be dangerous. Safety must remain our top priority, as Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt has consistently emphasised," said the deputy governor.

Joining the site inspection were Suriya Raviwan, director of the Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation; Prapas Luangsirinapa, director of the Department of Public Works; Gardphajon Udomdhammabhakdi, governor of the Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand (MRTA); Waranya Leelaburanapong, director of Dusit district office, and other relevant officials.

The sinkhole formed on Samsen Road in the morning of Sept 24 above an underground railway station under construction for the Purple Line extension route of the MRTA. The state enterprise blamed the subsidence on the water saturated, soft soil in the surrounding area.
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                                PARIS -- French Prime Minister Sebastien Lecornu weathered two confidence motions Thursday, just days after appointing his new government and making a key political concession to stay in power.
The votes followed Lecornu's decision Tuesday to back suspending a divisive 2023 pension reform, in a bid to keep his cabinet afloat long enough to pass a much-needed austerity budget by year's end.

The leftist Socialist (PS) party had threatened to vote to oust the premier if he didn't move to freeze the reform that would raise the retirement age from 62 to 64.

Without PS support, two separate motions brought on Thursday by the hard-left France Unbowed and far-right National Rally fell short of the votes needed to topple Lecornu.

But PS lawmaker Laurent Baumel warned Thursday that sparing the premier "was in no way a pact" for the future, urging "new concessions" in the looming budget talks.

France, the eurozone's second-largest economy, has been mired in political paralysis since President Emmanuel Macron called snap elections last year aiming to consolidate his power.

The vote instead resulted in a hung parliament and gains for the far right.

Belt-tightening budget

Lecornu, the president's seventh premier since 2017, must now steer a cost-cutting budget through a deeply divided parliament before the end of the year, in what is expected to be a bruising fight.

The confidence votes followed a dramatic fortnight in French politics.

Lecornu, who became prime minister last month, resigned last Monday after criticism of his first cabinet, only to be reappointed days later and unveil a reshuffled team in time to submit a draft budget to parliament.

Under pressure from the European Union (EU) to rein in its deficit and debt, France faces an uphill battle over cost-cutting measures that felled Lecornu's two predecessors.

France's debt-to-GDP ratio is the EU's third-highest after Greece and Italy, and is close to twice the bloc's 60 percent ceiling.

Lecornu has pledged not to invoke a constitutional tool used to push through every budget without a vote since 2022 and vowed to put all bills to debate.

"The government will make suggestions, we will debate, and you will vote," the 39-year-old Macron loyalist emphasised in a speech to lawmakers Tuesday.

But the opposition has challenged his optimism.

The National Rally's Marine Le Pen accused lawmakers of granting Lecornu a reprieve out of "terror of elections", saying she was waiting with "growing impatience" for parliament's dissolution.

The far right sees its best chance yet to take power in the 2027 presidential race, when Macron's second and final term ends.
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                                The Revenue Department has reiterated that all individuals who earn income -- regardless of the source, including from online sales or influencer activities -- are required to file and pay income tax.
Panuvat Luangvilai, deputy director-general of the department, said it is not targeting any specific group, but is monitoring the situation to ensure everyone pays their taxes correctly and fairly.

The issue is in the spotlight again following the media buzz over record-breaking livestream selling sessions by singer Ratchanok "Janey" Suwannaket that brought in hundreds of millions of baht.

"Singers or actors who livestream to sell products and earn tens of millions of baht an hour in sales are required to file and pay tax," Mr Panuvat said.

"If individuals own and sell their own products, they must tally their income from sales to deduct expenses that are costs and personal allowances. The remaining amount is profit or net income, which will be used to calculate the amount of income tax.

"Alternatively, if the income comes from being hired to live-stream, whether paid daily, hourly or via commissions, that portion of income must also be declared and taxed as personal income."

Personal income tax is calculated on a progressive scale ranging from 5% to 35%. If total product sales exceed 1.8 million baht, the individual is also required to register for value-added tax.

For livestream sales conducted under a company or legal entity, the entity must file corporate income tax, with the tax calculated based on income after the deduction of expenses, in accordance with the prescribed conditions, said Mr Panuvat.

For example, if an individual sells products online and earns 20 million baht a day, that income must be declared for tax purposes. However, it must be determined whether the income comes from actual product sales or from being hired for promotional work.

The taxpayer is entitled to deduct either actual expenses or a lump-sum deduction of 60%, depending on the type of income received, to calculate net income.

In addition, verification is required to determine whether those figures represent actual sales or real income. This is because some investigations have found that the reported sales were instead marketing or promotional activities intended to inflate sales figures and create credibility, said Mr Panuvat.

In addition, the department partnered with large online sales platforms such as Shopee, Lazada, Grab and Line Man to report information on fee-based income earned from participating merchants, allowing it to trace and verify the actual income of online sellers.

As well, the department has launched the RD10X Project to train its local tax officers, shifting from their traditional role of handling paper tax filings to monitoring and ensuring proper tax compliance among filers, including influencers, as most taxpayers have shifted to online filing, reducing the volume of paper submissions.

The department is also developing artificial intelligence systems to track patterns of online trade and livestream sales, monitor sales volumes and assess the accuracy of tax payments.
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                                NARATHIWAT - Three police officers and six civilians were injured, with four badly hurt, when a roadside bomb was detonated in Yi-Ngo district of this southern province on Thursday.
The incident occurred at about 9am on Ram Komut Road where police from the Yi-Ngo station were conducting a patrol by armoured vehicle.

The bomb exploded in front of a tea shop where some local residents were gathering. Three officers and six civilians were injured by the blast.

Four of the civilians were reportedly in serious condition as they were receiving treatment at Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra Hospital.

It was believed that insurgents detonated the device remotely when the police patrol arrived at the location.

Forensic and explosive ordnance disposal officials inspected the scene, and the investigation is continuing to track down the culprits.
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                Posthumous memoir of Virginia Giuffre makes more allegations about Epstein circle
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                                LONDON - Britain's Prince Andrew behaved as if having sex with the then 17-year-old Virginia Giuffre was his "birthright", according to allegations in her posthumously published memoir.
In Nobody's Girl: A Memoir of Surviving Abuse and Fighting for Justice, Giuffre -- the woman at the centre of the Jeffrey Epstein scandal -- said she had sex with Andrew on three separate occasions including when she was under 18.

Giuffre rose to public prominence after alleging that the disgraced US financier Epstein used her as a sex slave and that Andrew had assaulted her.

Andrew, 65, has repeatedly denied Giuffre's accusations and avoided trial by paying a multimillion-dollar settlement.

In extracts published by The Guardian, Giuffre describes meeting the prince, a younger brother of King Charles III, in London in March 2001.

Andrew was allegedly challenged to guess her age which he did correctly adding by way of explanation: "My daughters are just a little younger than you."

Giuffre and Andrew later went to the Tramp nightclub in central London where she said he was "sort of a bumbling dancer, and I remember he sweated profusely".

They later returned to the London house of Ghislaine Maxwell, Epstein's associate and former girlfriend, where they had sex, Giuffre alleged in the book due out next week.

"He was friendly enough, but still entitled -- as if he believed having sex with me was his birthright," she wrote.

The following morning Maxwell allegedly told her: "You did well. The prince had fun."

She said Epstein paid her $15,000 for "servicing the man the tabloids called Randy Andy".

Epstein took his own life in a New York jail in 2019 while awaiting trial for trafficking underage girls for sex.

Maxwell, 63, was sentenced in the US in 2022 to 20 years in prison for recruiting underage girls for Epstein.

Giuffre, a US and Australian citizen, died at her farm in Western Australia on April 25.

Andrew's association with Epstein has left his reputation in tatters and made him a source of embarrassment to the king.

In a devastating 2019 TV interview Andrew -- once feted as a handsome war hero who served as a helicopter pilot in the Falklands War -- denied ever meeting Giuffre and defended his friendship with Epstein.

He now makes increasingly rare appearances and his popularity rating has plummeted to an all-time low, an ignominious fall for the prince, thought to have been the late Queen Elizabeth II's favourite child.

The book is due to be published by Knopf on Oct 21.
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                                BEIJING - China has reaffirmed that jailed Swedish publisher Gui Minhai is a Chinese national and it firmly opposes any country, organisation or person interfering with its judicial sovereignty in any form, the foreign ministry said on Thursday.
Gui, a Hong Kong-based publisher of books critical of China's communist leaders, was handed a 10-year prison term in 2020 for "illegally providing intelligence to foreign countries". The charge is regularly used in China to silence journalists and human rights activists, prompting a protest from Stockholm.

The case has regained attention ahead of a visit to China by Swedish Foreign Minister Maria Malmer Stenergard from Thursday to Friday.

"I want to emphasise again that Gui Minhai violated China's laws and regulations and China is handling the case in accordance with the law," Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson Lin Jian told a press conference on Thursday.

Gui, 61, was first abducted in the Thai beach resort of Pattaya in 2015 before surfacing in Chinese detention. He was released in 2017 and detained again by mainland police in 2018 while with Swedish diplomats on a Beijing-bound train.

The court in the eastern Chinese city of Ningbo that sentenced Gui said he had asked to have his Chinese citizenship reinstated. The claim could not be independently verified.

Details of Gui's imprisonment have been kept hidden for the past five years, according to the campaign group Fortify Rights.

"Gui Minhai has been denied access to his family and to consular support from the Swedish Embassy," the group said in a statement released on the 10th anniversary of his abduction.

"Throughout his detention, Gui Minhai has twice been subjected to televised forced confessions, further raising concerns about the legality of the proceedings against him," it said.
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                  Live streaming sales change the game                

                Janey Live success ushers in new era
              

                                Live commerce in Thailand has ushered in a new era, marked by a high value of sales transactions within a short period, similar to the landscape in China. 
[image: ]

This is driven by the integration of entertainment with online shopping or "shoppertainment" through live-streaming platforms.

However, pundits caution that to ensure sustainability, businesses must focus on product quality and build their own sales channels to gain customer insights, rather than relying solely on individual influencers or third-party platforms.

Singer and influencer Ratchanok "Janey" Suwannaket became the talk of the town after her live-streaming marathon on TikTok shattered records with combined sales of 400 million baht from Oct 9 to 14.

Daily sales peaked at around 557 million baht during the six-day event.

Her model combined performance-based charging, a fun and authentic presentation style, and collaboration with celebrities. 

Massive discounts were offered to stimulate engagement among large audiences, encouraging spending and creating sales opportunities for smaller brands.

Similar to China

Kulthirath Pakawachkrilers, president of the Thai e-Commerce Association, told the Bangkok Post the "Janey live commerce phenomenon" was destined to happen, but it arrived later than in China.  

Since 2021, live commerce has gradually evolved in Thailand. In China, this trend has been mainstreaming for four to five years.  

Top-tier streamers such as Xinba and Li Jiaqi have long generated between 100 million and 200 million yuan in a single session, reaching audiences of up to 99 million followers across platforms like Douyin, Kuaishou and Taobao Live.  

"For Thailand, the adoption curve has been slower. Many brands were uncertain about the true power of live selling, until Ms Ratchanok demonstrated what's possible," said Ms Kulthirath.

"Her record-breaking live-stream proved Thailand has officially entered the live commerce era."

Her success is changing how people view live-streamers, showing it is a respected and rewarding career, she said.

On Oct 14 alone, Ms Ratchanok's live-stream earned more than 100 million baht from 310,000 orders, with an average spend of 322 baht per order. 

This matches insights from top TikTok networks, which note that products priced between 300 and 400 baht sell especially well. 

What is even more powerful is that Thailand's new live-stream icons are not only achieving commercial success but also giving back to their communities, said Ms Kulthirath.

This combination of entrepreneurship and social contribution mirrors China's own "live commerce success formula", where influence and gratitude go hand in hand. "Fans don't just buy products, they buy into purpose, pride and the personalities they love," she said.

Hidden costs

Thanawat Malabuppha, chief executive of Priceza and an e-commerce pioneer, said the Ratchanok case is like what happens in China where influencers generate sales worth hundreds of million baht in a short time. 

He attributed her success to her large base of 19 million followers and attractive product prices, similar to the cases of other influencers.

The difference is that she brought a number of celebrities to join her live-streaming and this drew their fans to view her streaming, said Mr Thanawat. 

Mr Thanawat said using influencers is still important and the use of artificial intelligence (AI) to support the live-streaming is just a complement as the influencers cannot be replaced. 

Even nano influencers and micro influencers who have 10,000 to 100,000 followers can achieve sales of millions of baht, depending on the creativity of content, product prices and timing. 

"If the content is interesting and generates engagement, the platform's algorithm will push it to potential audiences who are likely to be interested in the products," said Mr Thanawat.  

He warns brands should also pay attention to the hidden costs.

On average, around 20% of buyers drop off after changing their minds, and platform fees and commission charges can amount to 20%. 

"The actual profit margin for brands may end up being only around 5-10%," he said. 

Suvita Charanwong, CEO of influencer platform Tellscore, said Ms Ratchanok's success has inspired other creators to adopt similar charging strategies -- though at more affordable rates. 

She added that the new pricing model of influencers is performance based or 1,000 orders per 50,000 baht within five minutes, changing from the previous model of an hour-based charge.

However, Ms Ratchanok's success is not a phenomenon that can happen overnight but is a result of her fan base building over the past eight years and her sharing of "dramatic" personal stories with fans that deeply connected with them.

This emotional engagement creates a unique shopping experience for viewers, said Ms Suvita. 

"Brands also need to take a long-term view -- working with multiple influencers over time and demonstrating consistent success, rather than relying solely on a single individual, while brands can use AI to offload their live session," she added.

Thailand has around 9 million influencers, with 3 million earning income from their content. However, few rely on it as their sole source of income. 

New opportunity

According to TikTok, the case of Ms Ratchanok, which holds a record-breaking 1.2 million concurrent live views, highlights how platforms can effectively promote local homegrown brands and seamlessly guide consumers from product discovery to final purchase, which in turn drives genuine economic growth.  

The success of TikTok's "Live with a Pinned Basket" model goes far beyond entertainment, highlighting TikTok Shop's crucial role in elevating local brands and sellers by acting as a powerful economic catalyst.  

Ms Ratchanok's Live session helped promote almost 270 Thai brands and homegrown sellers, demonstrating how a robust ecosystem of creators and celebrities can actively promote local small businesses. 

According to TikTok, Ms Ratchanok said she decided to do these Live sessions and saw the possibility of supporting Thai products and making local micro, small and medium sized enterprises more visible to a wider audience. 

"My goal is to use my platform to connect my community with great Thai brands. For any aspiring affiliate creators, my advice is to be authentic, know your product inside and out, and most importantly, be consistent. That is where the community trust comes from." 

The trap

Pathom Indarodom, director of the Digital Council of Thailand, noted that for newcomers to live commerce, live-streaming starts sometimes in silence. Without fame or a loyal fanbase, low viewership often means low sales.

Live-streaming demands stamina, emotional control and constant engagement. Only those with strong skills and solid support can succeed, Mr Pathom said.

While Ms Ratchanok's success has sparked a wave of imitators, without a distinctive edge, the market quickly becomes saturated. Trends shift fast -- what works today may not work tomorrow, he noted.

Platform rules, fees and algorithm changes also affect visibility and sales. Technical issues and order cancellations add more risk. 

He added that behind the scenes, there are hidden business costs. If sales fall short, losses and debt can pile up. Not every order means real income, while many young Thais dream of overnight success. 

"But behind the big numbers lies a tough reality -- more cautionary tale than guaranteed formula," said Mr Pathom.
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                  Influencers and online sellers in Thai taxman's sights                

                Revenue Department reiterates that all income earners must pay their fair share
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                                The Revenue Department has reiterated that all individuals who earn income -- regardless of the source, including from online sales or influencer activities -- are required to file and pay income tax.
Panuvat Luangvilai, deputy director-general of the department, said it is not targeting any specific group, but is monitoring the situation to ensure everyone pays their taxes correctly and fairly.

The issue is in the spotlight again following the media buzz over record-breaking livestream selling sessions by singer Ratchanok "Janey" Suwannaket that brought in hundreds of millions of baht.

"Singers or actors who livestream to sell products and earn tens of millions of baht an hour in sales are required to file and pay tax," Mr Panuvat said.

"If individuals own and sell their own products, they must tally their income from sales to deduct expenses that are costs and personal allowances. The remaining amount is profit or net income, which will be used to calculate the amount of income tax.

"Alternatively, if the income comes from being hired to live-stream, whether paid daily, hourly or via commissions, that portion of income must also be declared and taxed as personal income."

Personal income tax is calculated on a progressive scale ranging from 5% to 35%. If total product sales exceed 1.8 million baht, the individual is also required to register for value-added tax.

For livestream sales conducted under a company or legal entity, the entity must file corporate income tax, with the tax calculated based on income after the deduction of expenses, in accordance with the prescribed conditions, said Mr Panuvat.

For example, if an individual sells products online and earns 20 million baht a day, that income must be declared for tax purposes. However, it must be determined whether the income comes from actual product sales or from being hired for promotional work.

The taxpayer is entitled to deduct either actual expenses or a lump-sum deduction of 60%, depending on the type of income received, to calculate net income.

In addition, verification is required to determine whether those figures represent actual sales or real income. This is because some investigations have found that the reported sales were instead marketing or promotional activities intended to inflate sales figures and create credibility, said Mr Panuvat.

In addition, the department partnered with large online sales platforms such as Shopee, Lazada, Grab and Line Man to report information on fee-based income earned from participating merchants, allowing it to trace and verify the actual income of online sellers.

As well, the department has launched the RD10X Project to train its local tax officers, shifting from their traditional role of handling paper tax filings to monitoring and ensuring proper tax compliance among filers, including influencers, as most taxpayers have shifted to online filing, reducing the volume of paper submissions.

The department is also developing artificial intelligence systems to track patterns of online trade and livestream sales, monitor sales volumes and assess the accuracy of tax payments.
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                                The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has issued a statement confirming Thailand's readiness to cooperate with the United States in efforts to dismantle transnational online scam networks operating across Southeast Asia.
The ministry said in its official statement on Thursday that it welcomed the US announcement on Oct 14 regarding new measures to combat online scam networks in the region. 

These efforts align with Thailand's ongoing commitment to work with international partners to suppress transnational crime and bring perpetrators to justice, according to the ministry.

The statement highlighted the serious threat posed by online scams and scam call centres, which have harmed citizens across the region and are often linked to other grave transnational crimes such as human trafficking, forced labour and money laundering.

The ministry reaffirmed Thailand's strong determination to eliminate online scams and pledged to strengthen cooperation with the US as part of a longstanding security partnership. 

The country also expressed its intent to work closely with other partner nations and relevant international organisations to effectively address this growing threat.

Foreign Affairs Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow on Thursday said that Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's official visit to Laos included discussions on regional security cooperation, particularly targeting call centre syndicates and scammers. Mr Sihasak spoke during his visit to Laos with Mr Anutin to mark the 75th anniversary of Thailand-Laos relations.

The minister emphasised the urgency of tackling these criminal operations, which have far-reaching impacts both within and beyond the region and underscored the importance of close collaboration with neighbouring countries.

Mr Sihasak said that addressing this issue requires cooperation not only with regional partners such as China, Laos, Myanmar and Cambodia but also with countries outside the region, including the US and South Korea, which have also been affected.

This matter will be further discussed at upcoming international forums, including the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) summit later this month, he added.


	Read more: South Korea steps up search for missing citizens in Cambodia, possibly held by scammers
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                  Chinese navy ships make friendship visit to Thai port                

                Ships open to public for first time to foster cultural and diplomatic exchanges
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                                The Chinese Navy's 83rd Fleet docked at a port in Chon Buri province on Thursday morning to promote bilateral relations between China and Thailand.
The fleet, known as Pasan, arrived at Chuk Samet Port in Sattahip district around 9.30am. Chinese members were welcomed by over 20 Thai naval personnel led by Adm Korawit Chayarathi, commander of the Royal Thai Fleet; RAdm Suraphak Cherdpard, director of the Port of Sattahip; and Chinese ambassador Zhang Jianwei.

The visit was part of a maritime training session for over 1,000 Chinese cadets, aimed at enhancing navigation experience and strengthening navy-to-navy relations between China and Thailand.

The fleet includes the training ship No. 83 "Qi Jiguang," with a displacement of 9,000 tonnes, a length of 165.3 metres and a top speed of 22 knots, as well as the warfare ship No. 988 "Yi Menshan," with a displacement of 25,000 tonnes, a length of 210 metres and a top speed of 25 knots.

[image: The training ship No. 83 ]
The training ship No. 83 "Qi Jiguang" of the Chinese Navy arrives at the Port of Sattahip, Chon Buri, on Thursday.



This visit was of particular significance because it marked the first time the Chinese fleet allowed public visits on their ships. People could tour the ships between 10.30 am and 11.30 am and again from 2.30pm to 5pm daily until Sunday. 

On Monday, a farewell ceremony was scheduled before the fleet departed for Singapore and Malaysia.

During their stay, friendship exchange activities between the two navies were held. Prior to arriving in Thailand, the Pasan fleet had docked at Sihanoukville port in Cambodia on Oct 10.

[image: Thousands of visitors queue up for the ship tours, marking a historic moment for the Chinese naval fleet's first public interaction at Sattahip.]
Thousands of visitors queue up for the ship tours, marking a historic moment for the Chinese naval fleet's first public interaction at Sattahip.
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                US proposal aims to address competitive disparity since Chinese airlines can route over Russia, unlike US carriers barred since 2022
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                                HONG KONG -- All major Chinese airlines operating flights to the United States have formally opposed or asked for reconsideration of a proposal from the United States government that could bar them from flying over Russian airspace on US routes as early as next month.
In a filing to the US Department of Transportation on Tuesday, Air China said it "opposes" the proposal because it would make travel more inconvenient for passengers.

"Air China estimates that at least 4,400 passengers holding Air China tickets for travel in November and December 2025 will be affected if the proposed restriction takes effect," the company said.

"This period includes major holidays such as Thanksgiving and Christmas; the disruption would significantly impact passenger rights and public interest."

The Chinese flag carrier also requested a grace period of at least 60 days should the US decide to proceed with the proposal to allow time for passengers to rebook and to minimise any disruption to its operations.

China Southern Airlines, China Eastern Airlines, Hainan Airlines, Xiamen Airlines and Sichuan Airlines have also submitted official filings in response to the proposal.

US-China trade tensions have escalated in recent weeks.

[image: A Boeing 737 MAX 8, the second jet intended for use by a Chinese airline to be returned to its manufacturer, lands at Boeing Field, as trade tensions escalate over US tariffs with China, in Seattle, Washington, on April 22, 2025.  (Photo: Reuters)]
A Boeing 737 MAX 8, the second jet intended for use by a Chinese airline to be returned to its manufacturer, lands at Boeing Field, as trade tensions escalate over US tariffs with China, in Seattle, Washington, on April 22, 2025.  (Photo: Reuters)



The proposal was announced by the department on Oct 9, the same day that Beijing said it would tighten export controls on rare earths and other items.

This runs counter to the shared goals of promoting sustainability and environmental responsibility in civil aviation.

Xiamen Airlines

The US department said the proposal was intended to address the "competitive disparity amongst US and Chinese air carriers", as Chinese airlines could shorten and reduce the cost of flights to the US by flying over Russia - an option unavailable to US carriers, which have been barred from Russian airspace since 2022 in a retaliatory move by Moscow.

US airlines have supported the proposal in their formal comments to the department.

But China's Xiamen Airlines said in its filing that re-routing would be environmentally counterproductive.

"Mandatory re-routing will lead to increased flight distances, higher fuel consumption, and consequently greater carbon emissions," it said. "This runs counter to the shared goals of promoting sustainability and environmental responsibility in civil aviation."

In its filing, Xiamen Airlines asked the US government to reconsider the proposal, calling for the safe, sustainable and mutually beneficial operation of China-US air services to be maintained.

China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs said on Wednesday that the proposed restrictions targeting Chinese airlines were "not conducive to person-to-person exchanges" between the two countries and would "undermine the interests of the US itself", adding that China had noted widespread opposition to the proposal among the American public.
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                Cambodian media reports distorted facts about Thai air strikes, says spokesman
              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: International Red Cross staff visit a 7-Eleven store at a PTT service station in Si Sa Ket province, where a Cambodian rocket strike killed eight civilians and injured 13 more on July 24, 2025. (Government photo)]
                      
                                              
                          International Red Cross staff visit a 7-Eleven store at a PTT service station in Si Sa Ket province, where a Cambodian rocket strike killed eight civilians and injured 13 more on July 24, 2025. (Government photo)                        

                                          

                  

                                The Thai army has accused Cambodian media outlets of distorting a Thai senator's "incomplete" comments about Thai air strikes in Cambodia for propaganda purposes.
Maj Gen Winthai Suvaree, the Royal Thai Army spokesman, said on Thursday that Thailand deployed F-16 fighter jets to destroy Cambodian military bases from which inhumane attacks on innocent Thai civilians were launched in July.

Cambodia has frequently claimed that Thailand struck first and that some strikes targeted civilians. This week some media outlets backed this claim by reporting that Thai Senator Angkhana Neelapaijit "admitted to the media that Thailand used F-16 fighter jets to drop MK-84 bombs to attack Cambodia first".

"Upon investigation, it was found that the news was distorted and created to create misunderstandings in society," the army public relations department said.

Senator Angkhana actually said: "Thailand's use of F-16s to attack Cambodia caused Cambodia to suffer considerable losses."

The former head of the National Human Rights Commission made the comment in response to claims that she was insufficiently patriotic, after she had criticised the broadcasting of loud, "ghostly" sounds intended to intimidate Cambodians in a contested border area.

"There is the concern that a Thai communicated incomplete information due to misunderstanding about the situation or personal intention, and Cambodia picked it up to make claims for information operations," Maj Gen Winthai said.

"Under the present circumstance, unity among Thai people in all sectors is crucial," he added.

Thai air force spokesman AM Jackkrit Thammavichai said that at 9.30am on July 24 Cambodia fired rockets from its BM-21 multiple rocket launchers at Surin province, killing and injuring Thai civilians.

At that point the Thai air force received a retaliation order to protect the lives and property of Thai people, he said.

At 10.38am on July 24, an F-16 fighter jet deployed precision-guided munitions against Cambodia's military targets and there were no impacts on its civilians, he said.

Despite the response, Cambodia continued to fire rockets and shells at Thai civilians and the Thai air force had to take action until the night of July 28 when the ceasefire started.

"Our operations were based on self-defence in accordance with Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations," AM Jackkrit said.


	Related: Investigation sheds new light on landmines
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Thai Senator Angkhana Neelapaijit
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                  Investigation sheds more light on landmines                

                Independent experts conclude PMN-2 mines in border areas were freshly laid, contradicting Cambodian claims
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                                Thai Army Second Lieut Baramee Sricha was on a patrol near a disputed stretch of the border between Thailand and Cambodia on July 16, when a member of his team stepped on a landmine that detonated, severing his ankle.
The incident was a catalyst to five days of hostilities between the neighbours, which ended with a ceasefire in late July. It also sparked a diplomatic row over PMN-2s -- a Soviet-origin anti-personnel mine that litters parts of Cambodia and which Phnom Penh and Bangkok have pledged by treaty not to use.

Thailand accuses Cambodia of laying the mines along parts of their joint frontier and says PMN-2s have maimed at least six Thai soldiers since July, including the member of Second Lieut Baramee's patrol.

Cambodia denies the accusations. It says that some Thai soldiers stepped on non-PMN-2 ordnance planted during a decades-long civil war that left it as one of the world's most heavily mined countries.

Phnom Penh has since positioned itself as a global advocate against the use of landmines. It has invested $1 billion alongside foreign donors over the past 30 years in demining operations.

Any use of anti-personnel mines by Cambodia, where tens of thousands have been killed or maimed by such ordnance since 1979, would mark a disappointing reversal in decades of public commitments, said Yeshua Moser-Puangsuwan of Landmine Monitor, which is part of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines.

It would also come as some European nations threatened by Russia pull out of the Ottawa Convention, which bans the use of anti-personnel landmines. They join major powers like Washington, Moscow and Beijing, which are not signatories to the treaty.

Thailand's military provided Reuters with access to videos and photographs of what it said were subsequent PMN-2 demining operations carried out by its troops around the site of the July 16 incident, as well as another border-area mine blast on July 23.

During an August visit to frontline Thai military units, the news agency took photos of shrapnel that service members said they recovered from those incidents, as well as images of dozens of intact mines Thailand said were retrieved from along the border area.

Reuters examined the metadata on seven of the supplied images, which show they were taken at the same time as Thai demining operations carried along the frontier between July 18 and 23 that were listed in two undated military documents about landmines on the border seen by the news agency.

The metadata did not include location information and Reuters was not able to confirm independently where the images were taken. (Story continues below)

[image: Shrapnel of a PMN-2 mine that Thailand says was exploded and recovered after the first incident on July 16 is displayed with other PMN-2 mines, in Surin province on Aug 26, 2025.]
Shrapnel of a PMN-2 mine that Thailand says was exploded and recovered after the first incident on July 16 is displayed with other PMN-2 mines, in Surin province on Aug 26, 2025.
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A member of the the Thailand Mine Action Center holds a PMN-2 mine during an inspection by diplomats from 33 countries following a ceasefire between Cambodia and Thailand, in Si Sa Ket province, on Aug 16, 2025.



'Freshly laid'

Four independent landmine experts, asked by Reuters to evaluate the material, said the images depicted PMN-2s that had been freshly laid. However, the analysts were not able to determine who placed the ordnance.

The Cambodia Mine Action and Victim Assistance Authority (CMAA), a governmental agency that oversees demining activities, told Reuters that a determination on the incidents could only be made after an impartial third-party investigation. Cambodia's military does not have stockpiles of live anti-personnel mines, it added.

Ly Thuch, the CMAA first vice-president who reports directly to Prime Minister Hun Manet, said visual appearance alone is not conclusive proof of age.

"Environmental and disturbance factors can make long-buried items appear relatively fresh," he told Reuters.

A spokesperson for the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs said Bangkok's investigations had determined that the landmines that injured its soldiers were newly planted PMN-2s: "They were found in new condition, still with clearly visible markings."

Bangkok is a longtime US ally which did not have widespread access to Soviet-origin munitions and says it has never deployed the PMN-2.

The defence ministry of Russia, which previously said it stopped manufacturing PMN-2-type mines in the late 1990s, did not respond to Reuters' questions. (Story continues below)

[image: Second Lieut Baramee Sricha, 26, a field engineer squad commander with the Thai army's 602nd battalion, looks on during an interview with Reuters about the July 16 incident in which one of the members of his team stepped on a landmine and lost a foot, in Ubon Ratchathani. ]
Second Lieut Baramee Sricha, 26, a field engineer squad commander with the Thai army's 602nd battalion, looks on during an interview with Reuters about the July 16 incident in Ubon Ratchathani, in which one of the members of his team stepped on a landmine and lost a foot.



Telltale signs

The condition of the PMN-2s in the visuals taken by the Thai military and Reuters indicates they had been in the ground for no longer than a few months, said UK-based independent expert Andrew Vian Smith.

There are telltale signs on older PMN-2s, Smith said: their pliant plastic casing becomes brittle over time and they also have a rubber disc that in most soil conditions quickly becomes dull, collecting dirt in the gaps.

"The mines I was shown had nothing in those gaps," said Smith, who has worked on operations in Cambodia.

The mines were not covered by roots and vegetation as one would expect if they had been in the ground for a long time, said Moser-Puangsuwan.

CMAA's Thuch said that soil erosion, flooding and shifting vegetation could lead old mines to appear newer than they are.

Moser-Puangsuwan said that flooding might explain a mine shifting position but that such factors don't make ordnance look new.

"Ignoring the absence of other signs of ageing, it is not credible that floodwater could clean these mines and then bury them tidily again," Smith said.

The CMAA has said in a public statement that the mine that exploded on July 16 was not a PMN-2, instead suggesting that mines of American, Chinese or Vietnamese origin might have been responsible.

Asked how it made the determination without access to the injured Thai service members, Thuch said it was a preliminary assessment of "the injury pattern reportedly observed ... (based) on the limited open information available to us".

Reuters' images of the remnants from July 16 include an "initiation delay bellows" -- a device that is compressed to trigger the mine's firing mechanism -- while photos of the July 23 shrapnel show a spring wire, both of which Smith said were characteristic of the PMN-2.

Thuch said fragment recognition from photos has inherent limits. And there was no verified evidence of local stockpiling or unsanctioned use of mines in the area, he added. (Story continues below)

[image: Thai military personnel patrol near the disputed border between Thailand and Cambodia in the Chong Bok area of Ubon Ratchathani province, on Aug 27, 2025.]
Thai military personnel patrol near the disputed border between Thailand and Cambodia in the Chong Bok area of Ubon Ratchathani province, on Aug 27, 2025.



[image: A GPS device displays its current location in the Chong An Ma area of Ubon Ratchathani, following an incident on July 23 that severed a Thai soldier's right leg while he was on patrol.]
A GPS device displays its current location in the Chong An Ma area of Ubon Ratchathani, following an incident on July 23 that severed a Thai soldier's right leg while he was on patrol.



Diplomatic pressure

A succession of civil wars, including those involving the genocidal Khmer Rouge regime, convulsed Cambodia for two decades from 1970.

The conflicts left behind one of the world's most densely mine-contaminated areas: a 1,046km-long stretch along the Thai-Cambodia border.

Demining efforts began in earnest after a 1991 peace accord. More than 3,200 square kilometres of land has since been cleared of unexploded ordnance.

However, PMN-2 mines, which were among the most commonly-deployed in Cambodian and contiguous territory, continue to litter the countryside. Some 1,800 PMN-2s have been found and deactivated since September 2023, the CMAA said.

The Ottawa Convention requires contracting states to "destroy all stockpiles of landmines they possess within four years" of signing up, said Moser-Puangsuwan.

Thailand is applying diplomatic pressure through the convention and has asked United Nations chief Antonio Guterres to request that Cambodia respond to its allegations through a compliance mechanism built into the treaty.

The convention provides a clear mechanism to address compliance issues, said Farhan Haq, deputy spokesperson for Guterres, adding that the Secretary General would "continue to support efforts in that sense and hopes that Thailand and Cambodia will achieve a cooperative resolution."

Bangkok has also repeatedly petitioned member states party to the treaty since July. It argues that Cambodia has violated the convention by stockpiling and using landmines as well as having previously declined joint demining operations along the disputed border.
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                  Flooding continues in 15 Thai provinces                
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                                Flooding remained in 15 provinces on Thursday morning, mostly with unchanged levels and affecting mainly the Central Plains.
The Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation reported flooding in eight central provinces:


	Uthai Thani in Muang district with lower floodwater

	Chai Nat in Sapphaya district with stable flood levels

	Sing Buri in In Buri, Phrom Buri and Muang districts with stable flood levels

	Ang Thong in Pa Mok, Wiset Chai Chan, Chai Yo and Muang districts with stable flood levels

	Suphan Buri in Muang, Bang Pla Ma, Song Phi Nong, Don Chedi, Doembang Nangbuat, U Thong, Nong Yasai, Sam Chuk and Dan Chang districts with stable flood levels

	Ayutthaya in the districts of Sena, Phak Hai, Bang Ban, Bang Sai, Bang Pa-in, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, Mara Rat, Bang Pahan, Ban Phraek, Tha Rua, Nakhon Luang and Ban Sa-ai with stable flood levels

	Pathum Thani in Sam Khok and Muang districts with stable flood levels

	Nakhon Pathom in Bang Len, Sam Phran and Nakhon Chai Si districts with stable flood levels.



Ayutthaya still had the most affected households, 50,128, of any of the 15 inundated provinces nationwide.

In the North, flooding was in four provinces:


	Phitsanulok in Wang Thong and Bang Rakam districts with lower floodwater

	Sukhothai in Muang, Sri Samrong and Sawankhalok districts with lower flood levels

	Phichit in Sam Ngam, Pho Thale, Pho Prathap Chang, Bung Narang, Bang Mun Nak, Thap Khlo, Muang, Dong Charoen, Sak Lek, Wan Sai Phun, Taphan Hin and Wachira Barami districts with lower floodwater

	Nakhon Sawan in Chumsaeng, Muang, Phaisali, Phayuha Khiri, Krok Phra and Tha Tako districts with stable flood levels.



In the Northeast, flooding was reported in:


	Ubon Ratchathani in Muang, Warin Chamrap, Phibun Mangsahan, Sawang Wirawong, Trakan Phuetphon and Don Mot Daeng with stable flood levels

	Udon Thani in Phibun Rak, Sang Khom, Nong Han, Ban Dung, Phen, Kut Chap, Muang, Nong Wua So, Na Yoong and Kumphawapi districts with stable flood levels.



In the East, flooding affected only Chachoengsao, in Bang Nam Priao district, and the water level was lower.
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                  Big firms targeted in illegal nominee use                

                              

                                The Department of Business Development (DBD) is adjusting its work procedures for its nominee crackdown, focusing on large businesses and proposing a new committee chaired by the deputy prime minister.
Poonpong Naiyanapakorn, director-general of the DBD, said following allegations of nominee land holding and business operations by foreigners on Koh Samui and Koh Phangan in Surat Thani, the department investigated and took legal actions against some businesses found to have violated the law. The crackdown extends to nominee businesses nationwide, including those in Surat Thani.

He said the department will review and improve the working process, with greater integration among relevant agencies, focusing on more in-depth and targeted inspections in high-risk provinces.

All legal entities that use Thai nominees to hold shares on behalf of foreigners violate the Foreign Business Act, said Mr Poonpong.

Inspections initially covered roughly 7,000 businesses, including both small and large enterprises in Surat Thani, focusing on high-risk sectors such as real estate, hotels, condos, restaurants and tourism.

He said the department will change its strategy from a broad inspection of up to 46,918 businesses to focusing on a few thousand high-risk cases, helping to shorten the inspection process and improve efficiency.

Moreover, the Commerce Ministry is expected to ask the prime minister to create a new committee to oversee illegally imported goods and foreign businesses, expected to be chaired by the deputy prime minister after the previous committee was dissolved due to a change in government.

The new committee is expected to include representatives from the Department of Special Investigation, the Anti-Money Laundering Office, and 20 other agencies.

The panel will also address foreign investment promotion, with participation from the Board of Investment and the Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand, said Mr Poonpong.

Business closures in the third quarter this year soared by 79.6% from the previous quarter to 5,635 businesses, though they fell by 9.22% year-on-year.

The total capital of closed businesses increased by 104% from the second quarter to 38.1 billion baht in the third quarter, but fell by 3.08% year-on-year.

Based on the past five years, business closures this year are following a typical trend and are expected to be lower than those in 2023 and 2024, he said.

Meanwhile, new business registrations in the third quarter are high, on a par with registrations in the first quarter.

Mr Poonpong said new business registrations typically tend to peak in the first quarter before decreasing in the following quarters.

New business registrations grew by 17.5% from the second quarter to 23,507 in the third quarter, and increased by 0.88% year-on-year.

Total registered capital dropped by 5.99% from the second quarter to 65.1 billion baht in the third quarter, and increased by 2.64% year-on-year.
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                  Co-pay scheme expects 900,000 stores                
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                                The government kicked off retail shop registration yesterday for the "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme, expecting participation from at least 900,000 stores and an estimated 88 billion baht in economic circulation.
According to Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, the ministry wants to encourage small retailers to participate in the scheme to ensure funds are broadly distributed throughout the economy. Retail shop registration closes on Dec 19.

Registration for the public is scheduled from Oct 20-26 and targets 20 million participants. The estimate of 88 billion baht comprises 44 billion baht contributed by the government and 44 billion in consumer spending.

Participants can spend under the scheme from Oct 29 to Dec 31. The government believes the programme will help the economy evade a contraction in the fourth quarter.

For existing retail stores or those who previously participated in the Khon La Khrueng Phase 5 -- around 900,000 stores -- they can update the Thung Ngern app and accept the new terms and conditions to immediately join the co-payment scheme. Roughly 100,000 stores remain active on the platform.

New retail shops wishing to join the scheme must prepare their national ID card and photos of their actual store, then verify their identity at their district office or the Interior Ministry in their area.

Afterwards, they must bring the verified documents to Krungthai Bank (KTB) to confirm their identity and store authenticity.

Verification is estimated to take three days, then shops can access the Thung Ngern app.

Merchants can download application forms from www.khnlakhruengphlas.com, and KTB offers full assistance throughout the process.

"This scheme focuses on small and micro businesses, including market vendors and street sellers. It does not allow large enterprises or modern trade retailers to participate," said Mr Ekniti.

"This time, the programme also opens opportunities for small juristic persons with annual income not exceeding 1.8 million baht to join -- expanding the previous scheme that was limited to individual merchants."

The government is also allowing public transport services, including licensed motorcycle taxi drivers, to participate. Their information must be verified through the Land Transport Department and the Transport Ministry.

He said all data within the co-payment system will be kept in a closed and secure system to protect user privacy. No transaction data will be shared externally, not even with the Revenue Department.

However, Mr Ekniti reminded people that paying taxes is the duty of every Thai once income is earned.
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                                Philips' hospital patient monitoring solutions aim to ease workloads, strengthen care, and empower Thai healthcare professionals in the face of an ageing population and rising health demands.
Philips has been innovating its hospital patient monitoring (HPM) solutions, empowering Thailand's healthcare professionals to work in a more connected, seamless and interoperable manner - delivering better care for more people.

By 2025, Thailand's healthcare ecosystem will be under mounting pressure, with 20% of the population over 60 years old1. This demographic shift adds to the current healthcare pressure of staff shortages and the rising prevalence of non-communicable diseases (NCDs). These factors drive up demand for advanced patient monitoring in hospitals, especially in ICUs, long-term care, and post-acute settings.

Chronic challenges in healthcare

[image: ]

"In Southeast Asia, including Thailand, the World Health Organization estimates a shortage of 6.9 million healthcare workers by 20302. With the volume of patients rising, we see clinicians at risk for burnout, which could mean diminished care for patients," said Julia Strandberg, Executive Vice President and Chief Business Leader Connected Care, Royal Philips.

Since the introduction of Universal Healthcare Coverage, Thailand has made notable progress in public health. However, infrastructure and services remain under strain, particularly among medical professionals, who face challenging working conditions and heavy workloads--factors that contribute to more than 50% of productivity issues, according to a Medical Council of Thailand survey3.

"Lack of a connected patient monitoring platform adds to the healthcare challenge," said Strandberg. "This means healthcare providers don't have a complete view of patients' changing health status, which makes early detection of deterioration harder and puts patient safety at risk."

Data silos between departments can also make it harder for teams to share real-time insights and coordinate care effectively, especially in large facilities.

The need for faster clinical decisions and more time for patients

[image: How Philips is driving innovation in hospital patient monitoring to deliver better care]

Digital healthcare transformation is a central element of the National Strategic Healthcare Plan, designed to strengthen Thailand's competitiveness in quality healthcare while enhancing treatment and outcomes for patients.

"We're working with healthcare institutions to integrate advanced monitoring across the patient care journey -- from general wards, operating rooms, critical care, and even maternity wards," said Strandberg.

HPM solutions include centralised monitoring, workflow automation, and predictive analytics, which help clinicians to detect issues earlier, coordinate care seamlessly, and focus more time on patients. They are particularly crucial for patients with cardiovascular and stroke risks, conditions that often show no symptoms at an early stage.

In Thailand, Philips has worked with public and private hospitals to adopt solutions that provide centralised and remote ICU monitoring. This improves critical care delivery and drives efficiency, with connected monitoring solutions in cardiac care operations enabling ICU specialists to support bedside teams with real-time data, early warnings, and guided interventions -- even across multiple hospital branches.

"In critical care environments like the ICU, challenges of insufficient healthcare workers are amplified," Strandberg added. "Having advanced patient monitoring solutions are critical to help us move from reactive to proactive care."

Working closely with Thai hospitals to support this shift

[image: How Philips is driving innovation in hospital patient monitoring to deliver better care]

By 2031, Thailand will enter a "super-aged society," presenting even greater burdens on the healthcare system4. Limited digital literacy and access, especially in rural areas, could slow the transition.

"These challenges are especially pronounced in public and rural healthcare settings, where many clinicians have limited exposure to advanced monitoring systems," said Viroj Vithayaveroj, Chairman and Managing Director of Philips Thailand. "With budget constraints nationwide, we have introduced accessible, scalable HPM solutions for smaller hospitals at the community and district level. These innovations help staff meet growing demand while reducing workloads, enabling them to focus on critical care or transfer patients efficiently with real-time detection."

"As we work towards real-time, interoperable health systems, cloud development and cybersecurity are at the forefront of our technology. Philips safeguards patient data with the highest cybersecurity measures," Vithayaveroj added.

Looking ahead

[image: How Philips is driving innovation in hospital patient monitoring to deliver better care]

Moving forward, Philips is committed to expanding virtual care, including tele-ICU and remote surveillance. The company also provides hands-on clinical training for Thai healthcare professionals, particularly in rural areas, to maximise the benefits of low-acuity monitoring technologies.

Meanwhile, urban healthcare providers face increasing demand for medium and high-acuity care, requiring advanced monitoring and treatment for elderly patients with complex conditions.

[image: How Philips is driving innovation in hospital patient monitoring to deliver better care]

"Healthcare intervention will become increasingly crucial in saving lives," Strandberg concluded. "We see clear signs that Thailand's healthcare system is on the right trajectory. Philips aims to create a more connected environment, empowering clinicians to make confident decisions and prioritise prevention, long-term health improvement, and the well-being of care professionals."



reference:


	https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/feature-stories/detail/thailands-leadership-and-innovation-towards-healthy-ageing

	Global strategy on human resources for health: workforce 2030. 2016 Geneva World Health Organization

	https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3016865/slaying-the-healthcare-zombie 

	https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/feature-stories/detail/thailands-leadership-and-innovation-towards-healthy-ageing


              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3106816/how-philips-is-driving-innovation-in-hospital-patient-monitoring-to-deliver-better-care



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Live streaming sales change the game                

                Janey Live success ushers in new era
              

                                Live commerce in Thailand has ushered in a new era, marked by a high value of sales transactions within a short period, similar to the landscape in China. 
[image: ]

This is driven by the integration of entertainment with online shopping or "shoppertainment" through live-streaming platforms.

However, pundits caution that to ensure sustainability, businesses must focus on product quality and build their own sales channels to gain customer insights, rather than relying solely on individual influencers or third-party platforms.

Singer and influencer Ratchanok "Janey" Suwannaket became the talk of the town after her live-streaming marathon on TikTok shattered records with combined sales of 400 million baht from Oct 9 to 14.

Daily sales peaked at around 557 million baht during the six-day event.

Her model combined performance-based charging, a fun and authentic presentation style, and collaboration with celebrities. 

Massive discounts were offered to stimulate engagement among large audiences, encouraging spending and creating sales opportunities for smaller brands.

Similar to China

Kulthirath Pakawachkrilers, president of the Thai e-Commerce Association, told the Bangkok Post the "Janey live commerce phenomenon" was destined to happen, but it arrived later than in China.  

Since 2021, live commerce has gradually evolved in Thailand. In China, this trend has been mainstreaming for four to five years.  

Top-tier streamers such as Xinba and Li Jiaqi have long generated between 100 million and 200 million yuan in a single session, reaching audiences of up to 99 million followers across platforms like Douyin, Kuaishou and Taobao Live.  

"For Thailand, the adoption curve has been slower. Many brands were uncertain about the true power of live selling, until Ms Ratchanok demonstrated what's possible," said Ms Kulthirath.

"Her record-breaking live-stream proved Thailand has officially entered the live commerce era."

Her success is changing how people view live-streamers, showing it is a respected and rewarding career, she said.

On Oct 14 alone, Ms Ratchanok's live-stream earned more than 100 million baht from 310,000 orders, with an average spend of 322 baht per order. 

This matches insights from top TikTok networks, which note that products priced between 300 and 400 baht sell especially well. 

What is even more powerful is that Thailand's new live-stream icons are not only achieving commercial success but also giving back to their communities, said Ms Kulthirath.

This combination of entrepreneurship and social contribution mirrors China's own "live commerce success formula", where influence and gratitude go hand in hand. "Fans don't just buy products, they buy into purpose, pride and the personalities they love," she said.

Hidden costs

Thanawat Malabuppha, chief executive of Priceza and an e-commerce pioneer, said the Ratchanok case is like what happens in China where influencers generate sales worth hundreds of million baht in a short time. 

He attributed her success to her large base of 19 million followers and attractive product prices, similar to the cases of other influencers.

The difference is that she brought a number of celebrities to join her live-streaming and this drew their fans to view her streaming, said Mr Thanawat. 

Mr Thanawat said using influencers is still important and the use of artificial intelligence (AI) to support the live-streaming is just a complement as the influencers cannot be replaced. 

Even nano influencers and micro influencers who have 10,000 to 100,000 followers can achieve sales of millions of baht, depending on the creativity of content, product prices and timing. 

"If the content is interesting and generates engagement, the platform's algorithm will push it to potential audiences who are likely to be interested in the products," said Mr Thanawat.  

He warns brands should also pay attention to the hidden costs.

On average, around 20% of buyers drop off after changing their minds, and platform fees and commission charges can amount to 20%. 

"The actual profit margin for brands may end up being only around 5-10%," he said. 

Suvita Charanwong, CEO of influencer platform Tellscore, said Ms Ratchanok's success has inspired other creators to adopt similar charging strategies -- though at more affordable rates. 

She added that the new pricing model of influencers is performance based or 1,000 orders per 50,000 baht within five minutes, changing from the previous model of an hour-based charge.

However, Ms Ratchanok's success is not a phenomenon that can happen overnight but is a result of her fan base building over the past eight years and her sharing of "dramatic" personal stories with fans that deeply connected with them.

This emotional engagement creates a unique shopping experience for viewers, said Ms Suvita. 

"Brands also need to take a long-term view -- working with multiple influencers over time and demonstrating consistent success, rather than relying solely on a single individual, while brands can use AI to offload their live session," she added.

Thailand has around 9 million influencers, with 3 million earning income from their content. However, few rely on it as their sole source of income. 

New opportunity

According to TikTok, the case of Ms Ratchanok, which holds a record-breaking 1.2 million concurrent live views, highlights how platforms can effectively promote local homegrown brands and seamlessly guide consumers from product discovery to final purchase, which in turn drives genuine economic growth.  

The success of TikTok's "Live with a Pinned Basket" model goes far beyond entertainment, highlighting TikTok Shop's crucial role in elevating local brands and sellers by acting as a powerful economic catalyst.  

Ms Ratchanok's Live session helped promote almost 270 Thai brands and homegrown sellers, demonstrating how a robust ecosystem of creators and celebrities can actively promote local small businesses. 

According to TikTok, Ms Ratchanok said she decided to do these Live sessions and saw the possibility of supporting Thai products and making local micro, small and medium sized enterprises more visible to a wider audience. 

"My goal is to use my platform to connect my community with great Thai brands. For any aspiring affiliate creators, my advice is to be authentic, know your product inside and out, and most importantly, be consistent. That is where the community trust comes from." 

The trap

Pathom Indarodom, director of the Digital Council of Thailand, noted that for newcomers to live commerce, live-streaming starts sometimes in silence. Without fame or a loyal fanbase, low viewership often means low sales.

Live-streaming demands stamina, emotional control and constant engagement. Only those with strong skills and solid support can succeed, Mr Pathom said.

While Ms Ratchanok's success has sparked a wave of imitators, without a distinctive edge, the market quickly becomes saturated. Trends shift fast -- what works today may not work tomorrow, he noted.

Platform rules, fees and algorithm changes also affect visibility and sales. Technical issues and order cancellations add more risk. 

He added that behind the scenes, there are hidden business costs. If sales fall short, losses and debt can pile up. Not every order means real income, while many young Thais dream of overnight success. 

"But behind the big numbers lies a tough reality -- more cautionary tale than guaranteed formula," said Mr Pathom.
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                                The Revenue Department has reiterated that all individuals who earn income -- regardless of the source, including from online sales or influencer activities -- are required to file and pay income tax.
Panuvat Luangvilai, deputy director-general of the department, said it is not targeting any specific group, but is monitoring the situation to ensure everyone pays their taxes correctly and fairly.

The issue is in the spotlight again following the media buzz over record-breaking livestream selling sessions by singer Ratchanok "Janey" Suwannaket that brought in hundreds of millions of baht.

"Singers or actors who livestream to sell products and earn tens of millions of baht an hour in sales are required to file and pay tax," Mr Panuvat said.

"If individuals own and sell their own products, they must tally their income from sales to deduct expenses that are costs and personal allowances. The remaining amount is profit or net income, which will be used to calculate the amount of income tax.

"Alternatively, if the income comes from being hired to live-stream, whether paid daily, hourly or via commissions, that portion of income must also be declared and taxed as personal income."

Personal income tax is calculated on a progressive scale ranging from 5% to 35%. If total product sales exceed 1.8 million baht, the individual is also required to register for value-added tax.

For livestream sales conducted under a company or legal entity, the entity must file corporate income tax, with the tax calculated based on income after the deduction of expenses, in accordance with the prescribed conditions, said Mr Panuvat.

For example, if an individual sells products online and earns 20 million baht a day, that income must be declared for tax purposes. However, it must be determined whether the income comes from actual product sales or from being hired for promotional work.

The taxpayer is entitled to deduct either actual expenses or a lump-sum deduction of 60%, depending on the type of income received, to calculate net income.

In addition, verification is required to determine whether those figures represent actual sales or real income. This is because some investigations have found that the reported sales were instead marketing or promotional activities intended to inflate sales figures and create credibility, said Mr Panuvat.

In addition, the department partnered with large online sales platforms such as Shopee, Lazada, Grab and Line Man to report information on fee-based income earned from participating merchants, allowing it to trace and verify the actual income of online sellers.

As well, the department has launched the RD10X Project to train its local tax officers, shifting from their traditional role of handling paper tax filings to monitoring and ensuring proper tax compliance among filers, including influencers, as most taxpayers have shifted to online filing, reducing the volume of paper submissions.

The department is also developing artificial intelligence systems to track patterns of online trade and livestream sales, monitor sales volumes and assess the accuracy of tax payments.
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HANOI -- Startup Vietnamese carrier Sun PhuQuoc Airways plans to acquire a total of 100 Airbus SE and Boeing Co jets within five years as it seeks to break into the country's fast expanding tourism market and crack the nation's congested skies.
The airline, which begins commercial flights Nov 1, expects to serve at least 20 million passengers and have annual revenue of about US$2 billion by 2030, Chief Executive Officer Nguyen Manh Quan said in an interview in Hanoi. It will leverage parent resort conglomerate Sun Group to offer travel packages as the nation draws more foreign tourists, he said.

"Our focus is on connecting destinations within our ecosystem and attracting more visitors, especially to Phu Quoc Island," Quan said. "Look at places like Phuket, Bali, or Jeju -- they've all become world-renowned destinations. We want to elevate Phu Quoc to that same international level."

Phu Quoc, an island off Vietnam's southwest coast, is one of the nation's major tourist attractions.

Sun PhuQuoc is entering a highly competitive and price sensitive market dominated by Vietnam Airlines JSC and budget airline VietJet Aviation JSC, Sobie Aviation analyst Brendan Sobie said.

The new airline will also be up against Bamboo Airways JSC and Vietnam Travel & Marketing Transports JSC, or Vietravel.

"It is not easy to compete against Vietnam Airlines and VietJet groups, which have massive scale and market share," Sobie said. "Bamboo has struggled and is now much smaller after almost collapsing. Vietravel is still very small."

In 2020, Qantas Airways Ltd ended its Jetstar Pacific Airlines venture with Vietnam Airlines. Now called Pacific Airlines, the low-cost carrier suspended operations last year. It only operates three Airbus A321 aircraft, according to its website.

Sun Group believes there is room for more domestic airlines in Vietnam, Quan said. "With a population of over 100 million and growing travel demand, there's still a lot of room for expansion and opportunities in the aviation market."

Sun PhuQuoc expects to have a fleet of 60 Airbus narrowbody aircraft and 40 Boeing 787-9 and 787-10 jets by the end of 2030, Quan said. The carrier, also known as SPA, received its first Airbus A321 plane as part of an initial eight-plane fleet. The carrier and Vietcombank signed a lending agreement for the purchase of Airbus aircraft, according to the company.

Another challenge may be acquiring planes amid production backlogs at Boeing and Airbus.

Sun Group, which sees the full-service airline as the final piece of its tourism, hospitality and real estate ecosystem, expects the unit to break even in about two years, Quan said.

The private developer has resort and entertainment centres across the country and is investing about $1 billion in the expansion of Phu Quoc International Airport. Its properties include Van Don Airport, luxury real estate, attraction parks, resorts on Phu Quoc Island, a cable car in Danang and a $2 billion casino project in the northeastern coastal province of Quang Ninh, the location of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (Unesco) World Heritage Site Ha Long Bay.

The airline will initially operate domestic routes connecting Phu Quoc Island with major cities and others such as Ho Chi Minh City-Hanoi. Next year, Sun PhuQuoc plans to fly to regional destinations such as South Korea, Singapore and Taiwan, Quan said. It aims to expand to Europe and the Middle East in 2027, and eventually the US, he said. 

The launch of Sun PhuQuoc Airways comes as Vietnam enjoys a tourism boom. 

The number of international visitors reached 15.4 million in the first nine months of 2025, up 21.5% from the same period last year, according to government data. Vietnam aims to attract 25 million international tourists this year, a significant jump from its 17.5 million foreign visitors in 2024.

That influx amid more capacity could drive down fares, Sobie said.

"Carving out a profitable niche isn't so easy given the competition and airport slot constraints," he said.

In Thailand: 


	Long-haul arrivals a rare bright spot in Thai tourism market

	
Tourist numbers tumble due to increasing competition
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                                The Sustainability Expo 2025 (SX2025), ASEAN's largest sustainability event, returned for its sixth edition under the theme "Sufficiency for Sustainability." Inspired by the First Royal Command of His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua and the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great, the expo underscores the balance between economic growth, social progress, and environmental stewardship.

Leading the movement, PTT Group reaffirmed its commitment to achieving Net Zero Emissions by 2050 through its C3 strategy Climate Resilient Business, Carbon-Conscious Assets, and Coalition, Co-Creation, and Collective Efforts for All while championing inclusive growth, renewable energy, and community empowerment. Held from 26 September to 5 October 2025, SX2025 gathered more than 750 global experts and 270 organisations from Thailand and beyond to exchange knowledge, showcase innovation, and co-create pathways toward a balanced, sustainable future.
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                                MR. D.I.Y. Holding (Thailand) Plc (MRDIYT) is poised for listing on the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET), following Atlas Energy Plc's successful initial public offering (IPO) earlier this month and its upcoming debut on the bourse, hinting at a fresh wave of initial public offerings (IPOs).
MRDIYT, one of Thailand's leading home improvement and lifestyle retailers, set an offering price range of 8.30-8.60 baht a share.

The subscription period for retail investors and related persons is Oct 20-22, while local and foreign institutional investors may subscribe between Oct 27-29. The company expects to make its trading debut on the SET in early November.

Bualuang Securities (BLS) and CIMB Thai Bank Plc are financial advisors for this offering, with BLS and CGS International Securities (Thailand) acting as joint lead underwriters.

The IPO comprises up to 655 million shares, representing 10.89% of MRDIYT's total paid-up capital after the offering. Of these, 420 million shares are newly issued by the company, while 235 million shares are offered by existing shareholder MDIH (Singapore) Pte Ltd.

The final offering price will be determined through a book-building process among institutional investors to assess demand within the price range.

MRDIYT expects to raise 3.3-3.4 billion baht from the IPO, with proceeds allocated for business expansion, debt repayment and working capital.

Founded in 2016, MRDIYT operates as a holding company and has grown rapidly to become a nationwide retail leader with more than 1,000 stores.

The company offers more than 16,000 items across six categories: hardware; household and furnishings; electrical; stationery and sports; toys; and others.

The MRDIYT IPO follows the successful share offering of Atlas Energy earlier this month, raising 1.26 billion baht from its IPO of 418.12 million shares priced at 3 baht each.

Atlas operates in liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) and high-margin media sectors, leveraging synergies under the PTG Energy umbrella and utilising its Max Card membership base of more than 20 million users to expand its market footprint.

According to Amorn Piriyapatsom, executive vice-president at Sage Capital Ltd, the financial advisor to Atlas, proceeds from the IPO will support expansion of the company's LPG operations, including household cooking gas, gas refilling plants, cylinder production, new LPG stations, and the PT Auto Transform Project, which promotes the adoption of LPG-fuelled vehicles and expansion into industrial and commercial segments.

Suwatchai Pithakwongsaporn, managing director of Atlas, said the SET listing marked a milestone in the company's growth journey, reinforcing its vision of becoming a leading innovator in energy products and household services.

According to an industry source who requested anonymity, with the two October listings investor sentiment in Thailand's equity market remains upbeat, underscoring the positive outlook for new listings in the final quarter.

Arnupharp Kongmalai, vice-president of marketing at MRDIYT, said the Thai retail industry faces volatility from both internal and external factors. Rising tensions between Thailand and Cambodia have also affected retail sentiment.

In this environment, some higher-income consumers are trading down for purchases, presenting an opportunity for a firm that targets the mass market and position its products as value-for-money options, he said.

In Malaysia MR. D.I.Y. serves roughly 25,000 people per store and continues to expand, whereas in Thailand each store serves around 75,000 people, making the company bullish about its growth here, said Mr Arnupharp.

Regarding the government's "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme, he said the company is not participating and it will launch its own marketing campaign during that period.
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                                Central Group led over 30 executives on an immersive learning trip under the Executive Development Program (EDP) Batch 6 to Shenzhen and Hong Kong, the world's foremost centres of innovation and technology.
The executives were from Central Retail Corporation Plc, Central Pattana Plc and Central Plaza Hotel Plc.

The study programme covered multiple dimensions, ranging from retail technology and real estate innovation to robotics and artificial intelligence (AI), through visits to more than 10 leading global organisations including Huawei Technologies, DJI, Ubtech and Pudu.

The delegation also explored world-class mixed-use and retail developments including those developed by MixC, K11 Ecoast, Hongkong Land and Galaxy Group, all of which exemplify excellence in global real estate development.

Alisa Thasanon, head of executive development and compensation at Central Group, said the trip to Shenzhen and Hong Kong was not merely a study visit, but an opportunity for the executives to experience cutting-edge innovations and world-renowned business models firsthand.

The group believes the insights and inspiration gained from the experience will empower the leaders to leverage the strengths of each company within the group.

"This will help develop forward-looking strategies, deliver unique and memorable experiences for customers, reinforce the competitive edge and drive sustainable business growth," she said.

The executives also joined a strategic workshop titled "Capturing Opportunities in the World of Twists & Turns", designed and facilitated by Santitarn Sathirathai, a specialist in finance and economic development.

The session encouraged executives to reflect on key learnings, exchange perspectives and identify opportunities to apply new insights to the group's businesses.

Topics included leveraging AI for personalised offerings through The 1's robust database of over 22 million members, creating seamless online-to-offline (O2O) experiences and integrating robotics to enhance operational excellence.

All of these are aimed at elevating the customer journey and setting new standards for global retail and service experiences, Ms Alisa added.

She said Central Group is committed to investing in people development, fostering leaders who are agile, innovative and forward-thinking. This is a strategy to establish the group as an innovation-driven organisation equipped to compete on the global stage.
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                  Big firms targeted in illegal nominee use                

                              

                                The Department of Business Development (DBD) is adjusting its work procedures for its nominee crackdown, focusing on large businesses and proposing a new committee chaired by the deputy prime minister.
Poonpong Naiyanapakorn, director-general of the DBD, said following allegations of nominee land holding and business operations by foreigners on Koh Samui and Koh Phangan in Surat Thani, the department investigated and took legal actions against some businesses found to have violated the law. The crackdown extends to nominee businesses nationwide, including those in Surat Thani.

He said the department will review and improve the working process, with greater integration among relevant agencies, focusing on more in-depth and targeted inspections in high-risk provinces.

All legal entities that use Thai nominees to hold shares on behalf of foreigners violate the Foreign Business Act, said Mr Poonpong.

Inspections initially covered roughly 7,000 businesses, including both small and large enterprises in Surat Thani, focusing on high-risk sectors such as real estate, hotels, condos, restaurants and tourism.

He said the department will change its strategy from a broad inspection of up to 46,918 businesses to focusing on a few thousand high-risk cases, helping to shorten the inspection process and improve efficiency.

Moreover, the Commerce Ministry is expected to ask the prime minister to create a new committee to oversee illegally imported goods and foreign businesses, expected to be chaired by the deputy prime minister after the previous committee was dissolved due to a change in government.

The new committee is expected to include representatives from the Department of Special Investigation, the Anti-Money Laundering Office, and 20 other agencies.

The panel will also address foreign investment promotion, with participation from the Board of Investment and the Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand, said Mr Poonpong.

Business closures in the third quarter this year soared by 79.6% from the previous quarter to 5,635 businesses, though they fell by 9.22% year-on-year.

The total capital of closed businesses increased by 104% from the second quarter to 38.1 billion baht in the third quarter, but fell by 3.08% year-on-year.

Based on the past five years, business closures this year are following a typical trend and are expected to be lower than those in 2023 and 2024, he said.

Meanwhile, new business registrations in the third quarter are high, on a par with registrations in the first quarter.

Mr Poonpong said new business registrations typically tend to peak in the first quarter before decreasing in the following quarters.

New business registrations grew by 17.5% from the second quarter to 23,507 in the third quarter, and increased by 0.88% year-on-year.

Total registered capital dropped by 5.99% from the second quarter to 65.1 billion baht in the third quarter, and increased by 2.64% year-on-year.
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                                The government kicked off retail shop registration yesterday for the "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme, expecting participation from at least 900,000 stores and an estimated 88 billion baht in economic circulation.
According to Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, the ministry wants to encourage small retailers to participate in the scheme to ensure funds are broadly distributed throughout the economy. Retail shop registration closes on Dec 19.

Registration for the public is scheduled from Oct 20-26 and targets 20 million participants. The estimate of 88 billion baht comprises 44 billion baht contributed by the government and 44 billion in consumer spending.

Participants can spend under the scheme from Oct 29 to Dec 31. The government believes the programme will help the economy evade a contraction in the fourth quarter.

For existing retail stores or those who previously participated in the Khon La Khrueng Phase 5 -- around 900,000 stores -- they can update the Thung Ngern app and accept the new terms and conditions to immediately join the co-payment scheme. Roughly 100,000 stores remain active on the platform.

New retail shops wishing to join the scheme must prepare their national ID card and photos of their actual store, then verify their identity at their district office or the Interior Ministry in their area.

Afterwards, they must bring the verified documents to Krungthai Bank (KTB) to confirm their identity and store authenticity.

Verification is estimated to take three days, then shops can access the Thung Ngern app.

Merchants can download application forms from www.khnlakhruengphlas.com, and KTB offers full assistance throughout the process.

"This scheme focuses on small and micro businesses, including market vendors and street sellers. It does not allow large enterprises or modern trade retailers to participate," said Mr Ekniti.

"This time, the programme also opens opportunities for small juristic persons with annual income not exceeding 1.8 million baht to join -- expanding the previous scheme that was limited to individual merchants."

The government is also allowing public transport services, including licensed motorcycle taxi drivers, to participate. Their information must be verified through the Land Transport Department and the Transport Ministry.

He said all data within the co-payment system will be kept in a closed and secure system to protect user privacy. No transaction data will be shared externally, not even with the Revenue Department.

However, Mr Ekniti reminded people that paying taxes is the duty of every Thai once income is earned.
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                                The Office of the Insurance Commission (OIC) is launching a new strategic roadmap to strengthen Thailand's non-life insurance sector, aiming to address rising disaster risks and the growing challenges of an ageing population.
According to Chuchatr Pramoolpol, secretary-general of the OIC, the fifth Insurance Development Plan (2026-2030) envisions an insurance system that serves as a pillar of national economic resilience and risk management, ensuring the industry can effectively respond to emerging domestic and global challenges.

These challenges include the impacts of climate change and increasingly severe natural disasters, Thailand's transition to a super-aged society, and the accelerating digital transformation of the insurance landscape.

Mr Chuchatr said the Thai insurance industry has evolved, as previous national development plans reinforced its stability and adaptability amid economic and social change.

The new plan is to serve as a comprehensive policy framework positioning the industry as a central mechanism for managing economic and social risks, driving sustainable growth, and promoting public benefit, he said.

The plan calls for collaboration among all stakeholders to shape the industry's direction.

A public hearing held in late September brought together 229 representatives from life and non-life insurers, insurance associations, brokers, actuaries, and financial advisors, contributing valuable insights and recommendations for the draft plan.

During the session, the Thai Life Assurance Association raised concerns over prolonged low interest rates and rising healthcare costs affecting that sector.

Meanwhile, the Thai General Insurance Association highlighted structural changes in motor insurance driven by the rapid adoption of electric vehicles -- a trend expected to reshape that sector.

Following the consultation, Mr Chuchatr said the OIC will compile and analyse all feedback to refine the draft roadmap, ensuring it addresses all industry dimensions -- from risk-based capital frameworks and product innovation to consumer protection and disaster risk financing mechanisms.

After revision, the final plan is to be submitted to the OIC board for approval.

Once implemented, the OIC said the roadmap will guide Thailand's insurance industry towards greater resilience, inclusivity and sustainability -- reinforcing its role as a national safety net against economic shocks, climate risks and demographic shifts, while contributing to stronger financial stability and improved quality of life for Thais.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3121525/new-insurance-strategy-to-tackle-climate-disasters



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Business
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Travel
          
        

      

      Opinion

      
        Govt may not have stimulus plan tools
        Nowadays, governments around the world sound like movie production houses. They always come up with catchy slogans for their policies, like Donald Trump's Big Beautiful Bill.

      

      
        Crime still thriving
        The government's self-congratulation over Thailand retaining its Tier 2 ranking in the US Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report is misplaced. Remaining at Tier 2 -- for the fourth consecutive year -- is not an achievement. It's an alarm bell signalling that the country is standing still while crime spreads beneath its feet.

      

      
        President Trump is losing his geo-economic war
        In an age of shifting geopolitics, many countries' strategic planning includes imaginative exercises in weaponising their positions in the world. While Russia and China have been moderately successful at this game, America's efforts have already boomeranged back on it.

      

      
        FAO at 80: feeding the future
        This year's World Food Day marks 80 years since the founding of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), whose mandate from the outset has been to ensure humanity's freedom from want.

      

      
        Books beat screens
        The popularity of the 30th Book Expo Thailand, being held at Queen Sirikit National Convention Center until this upcoming Sunday, defies the notion that Thai people are not fond of reading.

      

      
        Beneath Tak Bai's calm, scars remain
        'I went out after dark to help my friend. Luckily, his phone still worked when he called. On the way from my house, there were corpses floating in the water, face down, shot dead. I'm sure there were more deaths than what they reported. The sound of gunfire kept going late into the night. I remember earlier that day, when the soldiers opened fire, I'd seen people's heads blown to bits as I was...

      

      
        Changing face of foreign direct investment
        Although US President Donald Trump's protectionist trade policies dominate news headlines, they are far from the only forces shaping global production. New investment patterns have been reshaping the global economic landscape since well before Mr Trump's tariffs.

      

      
        Russia-Asean ties set standard
        Later this October, Kuala Lumpur will host a series of Asean events at the leaders' level, including the East Asia Summit, bringing together key policymakers at a time of global transformation.

      

      
        Border tactics need review
        The war of words between controversial activist Guntouch "Gun Jompalang" Pongpaiboonwet and Senator Angkhana Neelapaijit reflects the flaws in the army's handling of the simmering border conflict with Cambodia.

      

      
        Is there a case for IMF gold sales?
        With developing countries facing intense financial pressure and developed countries slashing foreign aid, it can be tempting to dream of stumbling across a pot of gold. Dream no longer: The International Monetary Fund is currently sitting on 90.5 million ounces of the metal.
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																Nowadays, governments around the world sound like movie production houses. They always come up with catchy slogans for their policies, like Donald Trump's Big Beautiful Bill.
The bill is essentially a tax cut, one which would result in US$3.3 trillion (107.4 trillion baht) of budget deficits over the next 10 years. To pay for his bill, he taxes the whole world with reciprocal tariffs. The trade war, which most people believed was already over, has now returned with a 100% extra tariff on Chinese products.

Our four-month government also came up with a catchy slogan -- "Quick Big Win". The slogan does not mean much to me because in the realm of economics, nothing can be done quickly.

Most importantly, this government's hands are tied with the 2026 budget, which has already become law. The government is not allowed to use budget allocated from a specific programme to fund other ones, even if it does not agree with the allocated budget.

For instance, the previous government allocated 4 billion baht for realising its soft power policy and related action plans. If this government feels that soft power programmes are not effective, the budget will be left wasted and unspent.

Furthermore, the fiscal budget is approved for use over 12 months. If the budget use is front-loaded like the implementation of the "Khon La Khrueng Plus" or Half-Half Plus Co-payment scheme, there will be fewer tools left to stimulate the economy for the remaining part of the 2026 fiscal year.

Most people, including some economists, feel the Half-Half Plus scheme will be an effective tool to stimulate the economy because the scheme favours small businesses. A study authored by a Chulalongkorn economics associate professor proves otherwise.

The study focused on the economic impact of Prayut Chan-o-cha's half-half co-payment scheme. It concluded that (1) the scheme did not lead to increased overall spending and (2) the multiplier of the scheme was only 0.4 times.

The sales of participating businesses increased by 60%, while the sales of non-participating businesses were lower. It was simply a shift in spending locations to take advantage of the government's co-payment support. Therefore, overall spending growth was flat.

The effectiveness of the scheme was no better than any income transfer programme like Pheu Thai's 10,000 baht cash handout. That is, with every 100 baht disbursed from the government, the Thai economy would benefit by only 40 baht.

That is why it was calculated that a 44 billion baht budget for the scheme would raise quarterly GDP growth by only 0.4%. Not a significant impact if you ask me.

What about the remaining 60 baht? It goes to importers, as Thailand imports goods and services amounting to over 60% of GDP. Consumption-driven schemes are never very wise programmes, as 60% of our tax money goes abroad.

The prime minster hinted that there could be more of this type of scheme next year. That does not excite me either. Government spending is capped by the 2026 fiscal budget. Spending more on one scheme means spending less on others. It is indeed a zero-sum game.

Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas argued that the stimulation policy is necessary because GDP growth for Q4/2025 could be as low as 0.3%. The 66 billion baht stimulus (22 billion baht to welfare card holders and 44 billion baht for the Half-Half Plus scheme) would lift final quarter GDP growth by 0.6%.

Is this move really worth it? If the minister spends 66 billion baht in Q4, does he have no concern about Q1/2026? With Mr Trump's renewed trade war with China, things are bound to get worse. The Thai economy will still need support after Q4/2025. The Bank of Thailand estimates that Thai GDP growth for 2026 will only be 1.6%, a significant drop from 2.2% in 2025.

These are my words of caution. Actual revenue collection for the 2025 fiscal year is already 37 billion baht short of estimates. With 1.6% projected growth for next year, there is a good chance that revenue collection could be 100 billion baht below estimates.

The government is strongly advised to be conservative. Nobody has (or dares to) estimate the economic damage of the current floods. Heavy government support for flood relief might be needed.

Due to budget constraints, the government cannot use the term "BIG". The term "QUICK" is also not appropriate, as nothing quick can be done in Thailand. That is because the country's problems are structural ones. Handing out money would only give very short-term relief. The 210 billion baht cash handout by the Pheu Thai government proves that.

Mr Ekniti said the Thai economy faces four traps that hinder our development. They are (1) an investment trap, (2) a population ageing trap, (3) a technology trap, and (4) a debt trap. He could not be more right. Unfortunately, none of these traps can be resolved quickly. One of the traps causing Thailand's economic growth to be the lowest in Asean, excluding Myanmar, is inadequate investment.

Mr Ekniti pointed out that Thai investment to GDP is only 20% of GDP, a sharp drop from the high of 40% of GDP. I do not want to argue, but to say that the normal investment to GDP for Thailand is around 25% of GDP. Those high 40% of GDP numbers were before the Tom Yum Kung Economic Crisis in 1997, when the economy had excessive investment in real estate. But it is undeniable that our investment is way too low.

Thailand needs to have an investment of around 30% of GDP, like Vietnam, in order to turn our economy around and pull the economy out of the investment trap.

But where does the necessary funding for investment come from? Economists start talking about the Sovereign Wealth Fund (SWF). Our foreign reserves are almost 9 trillion baht, which is the 4th strongest in the world. It is suggested that instead of investing in foreign bonds, about one-third, or 3 trillion baht, should be invested in Thai development projects to eliminate the investment trap, technology trap, and debt trap. One stone could kill three birds -- investment, debt and technology traps. Sorry, there's no solution to the population ageing trap. Maybe Estee Lauder can help.

I am 100% against the SWF set-up from the foreign reserve and will write an article about it.

Thailand does not need to win quick. We need SLOW, SMALL, LONG-TERM WINs. We need to win for a long-long time. Not just for one quarter before the next election.

Chartchai Parasuk, PhD, is a freelance economist.
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																The government's self-congratulation over Thailand retaining its Tier 2 ranking in the US Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report is misplaced. Remaining at Tier 2 -- for the fourth consecutive year -- is not an achievement. It's an alarm bell signalling that the country is standing still while crime spreads beneath its feet.
Yes, Thailand has stayed off the Tier 3 blacklist, unlike some of its neighbours. But the TIP Report makes clear that these are only partial gains. Forced labour and online scams -- fuelled by deep-rooted corruption in Thai officialdom -- remain a growing blind spot. Those words should sting.

Thailand continues to serve as a key transit hub for human traffickers and scam syndicates operating out of Myanmar, Laos, and Cambodia. These transnational crimes thrive because corruption runs deep from top to bottom.

Unlike in the past, these scamming empires are no longer run solely by criminal gangs relying on local mafiosi and warlords to traffic victims. Their masterminds have emerged from the underworld to rub shoulders with the rich and well-connected, with tentacles stretching into politics, the police, and business. They don't just exploit people underground -- they seek to expand their dark empires above ground.

In parliament last month, People's Party MPs Rangsiman Rome and Wiroj Lakkhanaadisorn warned that scam syndicates linked to networks in Cambodia have made inroads into the Thai economy -- buying sizeable shares in strategic sectors and hobnobbing with local politicians and business elites. Such accusations might sound like a movie script. Sadly, the reality is far more sinister.

Last year, the US and UK imposed sanctions on Ly Yong Phat -- one of Cambodia's richest men and a leading member of the ruling Cambodian People's Party -- for his alleged involvement in forced labour, human trafficking, and online scams.

On Wednesday, the US government seized more than US$14 billion (around 454 billion baht) in bitcoin and charged the founder of a Cambodian business empire, Prince Group, with masterminding a forced-labour scam and money laundering.

Needless to say, if left unchecked, these syndicates will shape public policy and the economies of the countries in which they operate. To restore order, Thailand must strike at the roots, not the leaves. It must dismantle the networks -- not just rescue the victims. A central anti-scam and anti-trafficking command centre should bring together all key agencies to share intelligence and act swiftly.

Following the money trail is essential -- as is freezing assets, tracing cryptocurrency transactions, and prosecuting shell companies and front investors. Dirty money hidden behind suspicious luxury condos and so-called "foreign investments" must be exposed.

Most crucially, politicians and officials involved in these networks must be investigated. Without accountability at the top, every anti-trafficking measure is mere theatre. Internationally, to combat cybercrime and scam operations, Thailand should ratify the UN Cybercrime Convention and work closely with Interpol and other global agencies to target money laundering and financial crimes. Opening the country to dirty money and political collusion is national suicide. Thailand's Tier 2 ranking masks a deeper systemic decay. The real test is not avoiding the blacklist -- it's proving that crime and corruption no longer run the country.
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																In an age of shifting geopolitics, many countries' strategic planning includes imaginative exercises in weaponising their positions in the world. While Russia and China have been moderately successful at this game, America's efforts have already boomeranged back on it.
Russia thought energy dependence would force Europe to accept its invasion of Ukraine in 2022, and that calculation was partly right: Europe has found it hard to wean itself off of Russian oil. Moreover, energy deals are at the heart of Russia's improved relations with both India and China, providing the economic underpinning for a new anti-American coalition.

China is in an equally strong position, owing to its control over strategic raw materials and their processing, particularly rare earths and other critical minerals. Gallium and germanium are key ingredients only in not green energy technologies, but also in LEDs, fibre optics, and high-performance electronic devices. And antimony, also predominantly sourced from China, is crucial for high-performance military equipment and as a fire retardant.

In response to US President Donald Trump's "Liberation Day" tariff announcement in April, China imposed new restrictions on seven additional rare earths: samarium, gadolinium, terbium, dysprosium, lutetium, scandium, and yttrium. Having demonstrated little previous awareness of their importance, the Trump administration had to backpedal almost immediately on multiple fronts of its trade war.

The US has been scrambling to imitate the Russian and Chinese strategies, ramping up energy production and pouring public money into promoting the development of rare-earth production. But both efforts are problematic.

While short-term oil and gas production may have increased, new investment in drilling and pipelines will be required in the long run. And yet, with marginal costs of non-carbon energy continuing to fall rapidly, energy companies are wisely reluctant to devote resources to fossil fuels. That means the current US push will be a flash in the pan.

Developing rare earths is more plausible, but it will take time. From the 1960s to the 1990s, the Mountain Pass mine in southern California was a major world source of rare earths. But in recent decades, various US operators who have jumped into this business have ended up in bankruptcy.

So, in its desperation to do something more immediately effective, the Trump administration has reached for the most obvious and widely discussed lever: the dollar. Back in the 1960s, Valery Giscard d'Estaing, then France's finance minister, famously complained that the greenback's global primacy gave America an "exorbitant privilege" within the global economy. Now, Mr Trump seems to want to test the limits of that privilege, even as he pursues other priorities (such as threatening the independence of the US Federal Reserve) that undermine it.

There is a long tradition of contemplating the various, and precarious, roles of international currencies over time. Early in the British pound's long ascendancy, Walter Bagehot, the great nineteenth-century editor of The Economist, wrote that the "briefest and truest way of describing" Britain's financial system was to call it "by far the greatest combination of economical power and economical delicacy that the world has even seen".

The same argument can be applied to the US dollar today.

As a recent International Monetary Fund report makes clear, the dollar is indisputably at the centre of the global financial system. But trade and finance move at different speeds, because the former depends on the exchange of production, while the latter is simply a platform. If one financial platform has problems, it can be changed. Substantial sunk costs did not prevent Genoa, Antwerp, or Amsterdam from losing their positions as global financial centres.

Moreover, it is easier, and much quicker, for other countries to develop alternatives to the dollar than for America suddenly to develop its own rare-earths industry. You need only open your eyes to see currencies not weighed down with immense fiscal problems, high deficits, and spiraling debt levels.

Recall Facebook's Libra initiative, undertaken in a much more stable world, to launch a blockchain-based currency benchmarked to a basket of other currencies. While this effort immediately ran into opposition from the United States and the European Union, there were no technical hurdles to pulling it off. While alternatives to the dollar -- such as the euro or renminbi -- looked implausible in the past, blockchain makes possible the old dream of a world currency.

To be sure, the Trump administration believes that stablecoins secured against the US dollar will increase demand for Treasury bills and bonds, thus allowing the US to service its vast national debt more easily.

But while almost all stablecoins are indeed dollar-pegged, it would take only one financial crisis in the US, or even just the hint of one, to create an impetus for coins pegged to a basket of other strong currencies (such as the Australian, Canadian, and Hong Kong dollar, the Norwegian and Swedish krone, and the Swiss franc). An imaginative issuer of a new synthetic currency could even add in some pure cryptocurrencies, and almost certainly would also include the world's most enduring monetary backstop, gold.

In any case, Mr Trump is impatient about asserting America's role in the world. He likes quick results and disdains losers. But despite the country's abundance of talent and ingenuity, he has picked a fight that he is unlikely to win. The growing risk to the dollar's global role will see to that. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Harold James, Professor of History and International Affairs at Princeton University, is the author, most recently, of 'Seven Crashes: The Economic Crises That Shaped Globalization' (Yale University Press, 2023).
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																This year's World Food Day marks 80 years since the founding of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), whose mandate from the outset has been to ensure humanity's freedom from want.
Today, around 8.2% of people face chronic undernourishment. That compares to roughly two-thirds of the global population living in areas with inadequate food supply in 1946, as revealed by the first World Food Survey conducted by FAO in its first months of existence. Moreover, in 2025, even with a population more than three times as large, the world produces more than enough calories to feed everyone.

As we mark this day and reflect on challenges past, present and future, I am reminded of one conclusion from that long-ago survey: "The choice is between going forward and going backward."

FAO and its member countries have achieved a lot: eliminating the rinderpest virus, establishing the Codex Alimentarius food safety standards, nearly tripling global rice yields since setting up the International Rice Commission in the late 1940s, negotiating international treaties on fisheries practices and genetic resources, setting up early-warning monitoring schemes to mitigate the risk of pests and plant and animal diseases, establishing and hosting the Agricultural Market Information System to support trade, and the development of dietary guidelines to tackle not just stunting but also the world's growing overweight trend.

When desert locust outbreaks started in 2019 -- coinciding with the hardest times of the Covid-19 -- US$231 million (7.5 billion baht) was mobilised to mitigate a crisis that ultimately saved $1.77 billion in losses and secured food for more than 40 million people across 10 countries.

Credit for such achievements goes rightly to our Members who have been steadfast in their support of the idea that a world without hunger is a better one for everyone, rich or poor, North or South. These and other successes show what is possible when nations pool knowledge and resources, when there is political will, and when effective partnerships are forged.

Sustaining the spirit of cooperation that has existed for the past eighty years is increasingly urgent; the global agrifood system is more interconnected than ever with more than a fifth of all calories crossing international borders before being consumed. At the same time, threats to those agrifood systems from climate shocks, pests and diseases, economic downturns, or the fallout from conflict, respect no borders and can unwind years of progress against hunger and malnutrition. As we see today with the spread of highly pathogenic avian influenza, more commonly known as bird flu, Fall armyworm and locust, no single country can combat such transboundary threats by working alone.

We must ensure that the more than one billion people working in the agrifood systems that feed us all have the resilience to withstand and overcome the risks they constantly face. We have the technologies, proven financial mechanisms, along with enabling policies, know-how and the capacity to rapidly achieve the goal of ending hunger.

Enabling access to markets is key both to mitigating inequalities that erode resilience and to getting food to where it is needed. Full market participation means access to drought-resistant seeds, sustainable fishery and forestry norms, agreed phytosanitary standards, digital technologies, innovative resource-management tools and early-warning systems.

We have a framework in place to scale up and accelerate our task. The FAO Hand-in-Hand Initiative identifies and prioritises investment opportunities in places where poverty and hunger are highest and agricultural potential is the greatest.

The FAO One Country One Priority Product initiative promotes unique national agricultural products to drive sustainable agrifood systems and rural prosperity. The South-South and Triangular Cooperationprogramme recognises that many developing countries have become major players in global development and economic governance and supports investment and partnership.

The Digital Villages initiative aims at enabling farmers around the world to use digital technologies, expanding access to e-commerce opportunities and reducing the digital gap. And the G20 Global Alliance Against Hunger and Poverty unites countries and partners to mobilise action and investments for ending hunger and reducing poverty worldwide. These and many other tools work when they are deployed efficiently and effectively, and they work even better when consistently and coherently applied.

At FAO, we channel this vision through the Four Betters: Better Production, so farmers can produce more with fewer resources; Better Nutrition, because quality matters as much as quantity; a Better Environment, to sustain healthy ecosystems and their multiple benefits; and a Better Life for all, so rural communities can build dignity and opportunity. Together, the Four Betters ensure that no one is left behind.

If we choose not to pursue these goals, we will go backwards. Eighty years on, hunger is still with us, but it is not inevitable. With shared purpose, we can -- we must -- move forward. With continued collaboration, we can finish the job of ending hunger. For a better food-secure future for all.

Qu Dongyu is the Director-General, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). The article is written for World Food Day and 80th anniversary of FAO on Oct 16, 2025.
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																The popularity of the 30th Book Expo Thailand, being held at Queen Sirikit National Convention Center until this upcoming Sunday, defies the notion that Thai people are not fond of reading.
During the recent long weekend, more than 130,000 people attended the fair each day. The organiser of the event, the Publishers and Booksellers Association of Thailand (PUBAT), stated that each attendant spends 600-1,000 baht buying books, reading gadgets, and materials to promote learning. PUBAT expects the sales volume at the fair to reach 460 million baht, marking a 5% increase from last year.

The book industry appears to be moving in the opposite direction to the country's economy. While many sectors are in the doldrums, the book industry continues to grow. Revenue from book sales -- print, digital, and copyrights -- is forecast at 20 billion baht this year, up from 18 billion baht last year.

In terms of reading habits, the average time each Thai spends reading is 113 minutes per day, according to the survey conducted last year by PUBAT and the Faculty of Psychology at Chulalongkorn University. In 2015, the time was just 61 minutes a day.

The health of the book industry is the outcome of continuous investment and policy support from successive governments, which have followed South Korea's lead in utilising the book industry and content as a creative economy and soft power.

Over the past decade, increased funding and policy support have been allocated to promote book events and the industry, facilitating the sale of content and copyrights.

But do all these encouraging developments and figures represent the overall literacy rate of Thai citizens? And if so, why are Thai students' overall performance on the Pisa Test and their reading ability not impressive at all? Do students in rural areas or parents in low-income communities have access to good reading materials and libraries?

It must be said that the school library budget and reading are not favourite subjects of our lawmakers. Most of the education ministry's procurement covers building large-scale infrastructure, such as stadiums, and purchasing computers and tablets.

Meanwhile, the current policy of the Ministry of Education is more worrying. Last month, Suthep Kaengsanthia, the ministry's permanent secretary, announced the Ministry of Education and state schools will focus on promoting digital and online reading. The policy will utilise digital short-form content, including TikTok clips and YouTube reels under four minutes, to promote learning and reading.

It is undeniable that mobile phones and online platforms are becoming the primary medium for readers; however, this does not render physical books and school libraries obsolete.

For schools, especially young students, libraries and physical books are relevant and increasingly important. Physical books can help young students develop cognitive skills and mental focus, whereas digital devices and mobile phones have the opposite effect. A library offering engaging activities like storytelling and art can foster creativity and social skills.

That said, the Ministry of Education must invest more in funding policies to nourish a reading culture, especially in low-income communities and rural schools. That requires more than four-minute TikTok clips and YouTube reels.
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																'I went out after dark to help my friend. Luckily, his phone still worked when he called. On the way from my house, there were corpses floating in the water, face down, shot dead. I'm sure there were more deaths than what they reported. The sound of gunfire kept going late into the night. I remember earlier that day, when the soldiers opened fire, I'd seen people's heads blown to bits as I was running home. I'd never forget what I saw."
The man quoted above is the community leader of Koh Yao, a seaside village next to Tak Bai in Narathiwat province. I met him two months ago on a palm-fringed beach -- so pleasant, so Conde Nast-balmy in the 5pm sunshine -- to talk about death. This Oct 25 marks the 21st anniversary of the Tak Bai incident, one of the worst instances of violence committed by the Thai state against civilians, resulting in 85 fatalities. Seventy-eight protesters died of asphyxiation after being stacked on the back of military trucks that trudged, like heartless beasts whistling their way towards the apocalypse, for seven hours on the road to a military barracks, the route that normally takes just over one hour to cover (I retraced that route too in August).

Seven other victims, according to official reports, were shot dead at the protest site on the bank of the Tak Bai river, though, as the man who talked to me believes, there must have been more.

"Do people care? I don't know. Do young people around here know what happened? Yes. But memory fades, and now they have other things to think about. I was there, and I remember what I saw."

If we insist on remembering Oct 6, 1976, with the Thammasat University massacre, it's also important to remember Tak Bai and what happened on Oct 25, 2004. If textbooks don't, we must do. If our prime-time news continues to fixate on the Thai-Cambodian border to the point of absurdity, forgetting what else is worth memorialising, then historians, politicians, and teachers must ensure that the blood of October and the tears of injustice are remembered all the way from Thammasat to Tak Bai.

Gen Surayud Chulanont apologised for the events of 2006. In 2007 and 2012, compensation was offered to the families of the victims. But what ties the two October tragedies together is the failure of successive governments to bring responsible officials to justice: Impunity, that chronic Thai disease uncured by court or constitution.

In August 2024, the Criminal Court indicted seven officers involved in the Tak Bai crackdown, including Gen Pisal Wattanawongkiri, the Fourth Army Region Commander in 2004. Gen Pisal, who was also a member of parliament, fled the arrest warrant. How valiant, how predictable! His name was briefly in the news last October, featured in headlines and anniversary panels, before fading away. His current whereabouts remain unknown.

[image: Detained protesters from the Tak Bai incident who were rounded up before being stacked lying down in army trucks on Oct 25, 2004. Tawatchai Kemgumnerd]
Detained protesters from the Tak Bai incident who were rounded up before being stacked lying down in army trucks on Oct 25, 2004. Tawatchai Kemgumnerd



As the violence in the deep South continues, and as the civilian government seems content to allow the military to take the lead -- to solely execute all strategic moves towards a resolution -- the prospect of peace remains elusive. It appears that the political authorities are either too lazy, too weak, too cynical, or too preoccupied with the complex realignment of national politics to take notice. Allowing the military to monopolise the narrative of peacebuilding is tantamount to surrendering the political will to address long-term problems -- much like the situation at the Thai-Cambodian border, where politicians appear to have lost interest and have allowed military hawks and chauvinistic influencers to engage in various showboating and farcical stunts.

The Tak Bai I recently visited was calm and even had a touch of hip: Young southerners are coffee nerds, and cool cafes dot street corners. The riverbank where, 21 years ago, hundreds of protesters were stripped, their hands tied behind their backs and forced to lie face down has been paved over and re-landscaped. Now it's a recreation area where children play. Teenagers hung about, engrossed in a YouTube channel featuring a Malay-speaking food influencer. Many of them hadn't been born in 2004, but over the years, they've grown up in a place perpetually under emergency decree, the only region in Thailand where checkpoints are as ubiquitous as 7-Elevens.

What happened in Tak Bai is a scar, and like most scars, you cannot see it unless you rip open the flimsy cloth that covers it. For a few years after the incident, the number of young men seeking to join the insurgency spiked, local journalists told me. That may not be the case today, but it shows how the response to militarised control and state violence -- plus, now, a blatant case of impunity -- can drive some people to anger and desperation. Scars fade, but can they really heal?

Kong Rithdee is a former Life Editor.
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																Although US President Donald Trump's protectionist trade policies dominate news headlines, they are far from the only forces shaping global production. New investment patterns have been reshaping the global economic landscape since well before Mr Trump's tariffs.
Nowhere is this more evident than in flows of foreign direct investment. According to the latest World Investment Report from United Nations Trade and Development, FDI inflows to Europe, South America, and much of Asia declined in 2024. By contrast, FDI flows to Africa surged by 75%, to US$97 billion (3.1 trillion baht), while those to Southeast Asia rose by 10%, to $225 billion.

Behind these trends lies a broader restructuring of multinational supply chains, which are steadily shifting towards Southeast Asia, Eastern Europe, and Central America. Consequently, FDI patterns are also changing: while the US, Japan, and China remain the largest outward investors, the Middle East has emerged as a major source of FDI.

Flush with oil revenue, the Gulf Cooperation Council countries -- Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates -- invested roughly $113 billion in Africa in 2022 and 2023, dramatically expanding their economic footprint on the continent. Most of this capital has gone into logistics and infrastructure projects, as well as oil and gas.

The centre of gravity, however, is rapidly shifting towards China, especially in green investment. A new report from the Net Zero Industrial Policy Lab highlights the scope of Chinese outward FDI, showing how China's push into clean energy is boosting its economic influence.

The report finds that Chinese firms have invested more than $220 billion in 387 projects across 54 countries since 2022. According to the report, Chinese investments are largely driven by firms' search for market access and reliable supplies of raw materials.

While Asean countries remain the leading destination for such projects, the Middle East and North Africa's share rose sharply to over 20% in 2024; Latin America and Central Asia also attracted a significant share of Chinese FDI.

Importantly, this wave of Chinese FDI is not led by state-owned enterprises but by private companies that have relied neither on large loans from state-owned banks nor on subsidies from host governments.

Taken together, these developments signal a new phase in China's global economic expansion. Unlike President Xi Jinping's state-led Belt and Road Initiative, profit-oriented investments reflect both supply-side pressures -- such as industrial overcapacity within China -- and demand-side dynamics, with recipient countries increasingly tying market access to value-added processing.

Given that the full impact of these projects will become clear only years from now, many observers could be caught off guard. While Chinese exports and extractive investments have often been viewed as threats to industrialisation in recipient countries, the current wave of manufacturing FDI has the potential to strengthen domestic production, create jobs, and promote broader development goals.

To be sure, China is not in the business of philanthropy. FDI -- whether from the West, China, or the Gulf -- is profit-driven, and sometimes motivated by rent-seeking. It can deliver significant benefits, but it also carries risks.

As always, much depends on the policies adopted by host countries. Encouragingly, some export-oriented developing economies appear to have learned from Indonesia, where the government compelled Chinese firms to generate more domestic value-added production as a condition for investment.

That said, even Indonesia's relative success has not translated into higher real wages and better working conditions. Welcoming FDI is not enough; host countries also need stronger domestic regulation, public intervention, and regional cooperation to ensure that the gains are broadly shared.

A similar demand was at the heart of the 1955 Bandung Conference, hosted by Indonesia, which called for a fairer global economic order and greater cooperation among Asian and African countries.

But fulfilling the Bandung Conference's call requires more than profit-driven investment. It requires governments that are willing to work together to develop markets that serve societies, not just shareholders. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Jayati Ghosh, Professor of Economics at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, is a member of the Club of Rome's Transformational Economics Commission and Co-Chair of the Independent Commission for the Reform of International Corporate Taxation.
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																Later this October, Kuala Lumpur will host a series of Asean events at the leaders' level, including the East Asia Summit, bringing together key policymakers at a time of global transformation.
For over a quarter of a century, Russia and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) have nurtured a unique partnership that has not only stood the test of time but has also evolved into a strategic pillar of regional stability. Today, as the international order transitions towards multipolarity, our dialogue partnership represents a model of how states can cooperate on the basis of equality, mutual respect, and shared benefit. Russia regards Asean as a central element of the Asia-Pacific architecture and a trusted partner. In turn, Asean has consistently welcomed Russia's constructive role.

The formalisation of Russia-Asean relations began in 1996, when Russia became a full Dialogue Partner of Asean. This marked the beginning of a structured, long-term relationship that soon encompassed a wide range of political, economic, and socio-cultural dimensions. Milestones such as the 2005 Kuala Lumpur Summit, the 2016 Commemorative Summit in Sochi, the 2018 Summit in Singapore and the 2021 Summit (online) provided further impetus for strengthening cooperation.

The designation of Russia-Asean relations as a Strategic Partnership in 2018 was a recognition of accumulated trust and shared objectives. It signalled our joint commitment to address pressing regional and global issues, including security, development, education, science, and culture. Importantly, the partnership has always been premised on Asean centrality -- a principle that Russia fully respects.

The Comprehensive Plan of Action to the Asean and Russia Strategic Partnership (2021-2025) is being actively implemented. There are numerous joint projects and programmes in the fields of culture, sports, education and science. The advanced law enforcement training courses to explore the Russian experience in combating terrorism are being conducted annually for the experts of Asean countries.

An important area of Russia-Asean cooperation is strengthening ties between our young generations. In this context, we organise youth summits. In 2024, the first Asean-Russia Young Diplomats Summit took place in Sochi.

In the past years, Russia and Asean have faced an array of challenges that no single nation can address alone. The Covid-19 pandemic tested the resilience of our societies, economies and healthcare systems. Russia was among the first to offer vaccines and scientific collaboration, while Asean partners engaged actively in sharing best practices, thereby demonstrating the practical value of solidarity.

Since 2024, Russia has officially become an Asean Digital Partner. It is a significant step towards the development of technological innovation and digital cooperation between Russia and Asean.

Russia and Asean have consistently highlighted the need for cooperative solutions, rejecting unilateralism and coercive measures that undermine sustainable development.

Transnational crime, terrorism, and threats to security in the use of ICTs further underscore the importance of coordinated responses. The Asean-Russia Joint Working Group on Counter-Terrorism illustrate how our partnership contributes to regional security beyond rhetoric. The Asean-Russia Dialogue on ICT Security-related Issues is successfully functioning to combat online scam call centres and other crimes with the use of ICTs.

Russia and Asean countries share a common vision. It is an approach of a multipolar world based on sovereign equality and inviolability of international law. It is precisely this convergence that allows our partnership to flourish. We do not dictate to one another -- on the contrary, we engage in dialogue. We do not seek to create exclusive blocs; we build bridges.

In this regard, Russia's concept of the Greater Eurasian Partnership proposed by President Vladimir Putin offers a framework for linking integration processes across the continent -- from the Eurasian Economic Union to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), Brics and Asean.

Rather than replacing existing mechanisms, it aims to create synergies, reduce fragmentation and promote connectivity in trade, energy, infrastructure and people-to-people contacts. Russia's support for Asean centrality, neutrality and inclusiveness directly serves this objective.

Leaders' meetings in Kuala Lumpur are a good opportunity to reflect on the journey of our partnership and its broader implications. In today's turbulent world, the Russia-Asean dialogue partnership is more than a success story; it is a role model of relations in a multipolar world.

Looking ahead, Russia stands ready to continue working hand in hand with Asean partners to build a just, balanced and sustainable regional and global order. Our shared future depends not on confrontation but on cooperation, not on dominance but on dialogue. This is the message Russia brings to Kuala Lumpur -- and to the broader Asia-Pacific community.

Evgeny Tomikhin is Ambassador of the Russian Federation to the Kingdom of Thailand.
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																The war of words between controversial activist Guntouch "Gun Jompalang" Pongpaiboonwet and Senator Angkhana Neelapaijit reflects the flaws in the army's handling of the simmering border conflict with Cambodia.
Mr Guntouch launched into a tirade against Ms Angkhana after the senator reprimanded the activist for playing "ghostly sounds" along the border with the intention of scaring Cambodian civilians in the area. The activist has been playing eerie sounds, as well as recordings of helicopter and jet engine noises, through speakers he took to Ban Nong Chan and Nong Ya Kaeo in Sa Kaeo since Friday.

The senator's protest followed Phnom Penh's decision to lodge a complaint with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) over the use of loudspeakers along the border, which it claims have affected many Cambodians living nearby, especially the sick, the elderly, children and people with disabilities. The complaint went as far as accusing Thailand of violating human rights principles by engaging in psychological torture.

To back up the complaint, the Cambodian government took Asean's Interim Observer Team to several border communities in Banteay Meanchey province -- right across the border from Sa Kaeo.

Mr Guntouch hit back at the senator, asking her why she, as well as other human rights activists, chose to remain silent when Cambodia sent pregnant women and children to the frontlines at the peak of the conflict.

"When we send a letter, they ignore it. But when we play sounds for two days, they panic. Sometimes, you have to shake things up," he said.

Ban Nong Chan has been under martial law since Aug 28, as it was one of the flash points in the border dispute with Cambodia. The decision to impose martial law in the area was taken in response to reports which claimed Cambodia was mobilising its citizens to cause disturbances along the border in Sa Kaeo. As such, the government has full authority to restrict access to the area and ensure that all activities taking place in the village align with national security and peacekeeping goals.

Make no mistake, Mr Guntouch has a reason to get angry and question the sincerity of our neighbour. When the conflict erupted in July, Thais witnessed schools and hospitals along the border being hit by Cambodian artillery. Thai soldiers have been maimed by landmines, which are believed to have been planted by Cambodian soldiers.

That said, the army must ensure any campaigns in the area align with the country's national security policies. Mr Guntouch's campaign -- no matter how patriotic it is -- could cause a diplomatic backlash and spur hatred among civilians living along the border.

We must remember the ongoing conflict is between the two governments -- not the people of the two countries.

The question now is, why did the army allow the activist to launch such a campaign in a conflict zone?

The army's response was deeply worrying.

Army spokesman Maj Gen Winthai Suvaree said Thai civilians are simply voicing their discontent -- non-violently -- against the encroachment by Cambodia.

One must now ask, does this eye-for-an-eye approach align with Thailand's pro-peace, diplomatic strategy?

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul must urgently look into this complaint and ensure our armed forces use the martial law declaration to foster peace, not raise tensions, in conflict areas.
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									Is there a case for IMF gold sales?								

															

																With developing countries facing intense financial pressure and developed countries slashing foreign aid, it can be tempting to dream of stumbling across a pot of gold. Dream no longer: The International Monetary Fund is currently sitting on 90.5 million ounces of the metal.
A relic of the gold standard, these holdings could be quickly turned into tangible funds. After hovering around US$2,000 (65,200 baht) per ounce for most of the last half-decade, the price of gold has now topped $4,000 per ounce. Even in real terms, this is a record high. But you wouldn't know it from looking at the IMF's balance sheet, which values its gold at just $50 per ounce, a price last seen in the 1970s.

In reality, the IMF's gold reserves are worth over $350 billion -- more than Chile's GDP. Selling just 10% of these holdings would generate enough funds to offset this year's foreign-aid cuts.

Such a move is not without precedent. The IMF has sold gold several times, most recently in 2009-10. The Fund used the proceeds from that sale to create an endowment account that complements IMF revenue and subsidises the Poverty Reduction and Growth Trust, its concessional lending arm for low-income countries.

The case for selling a small share of the IMF's gold is even stronger today. The funds could help support cash-strapped developing countries, without requiring any donor contributions. And by placing them in an endowment account, the IMF could create a long-term, sustainable source of concessional financing for these countries. Perhaps most importantly, the Fund might never get a greater bang for the bullion.

The proceeds from a gold sale could be channelled into multiple existing trusts within the IMF. Perhaps the most promising candidate is the Catastrophe Containment and Relief Trust (CCRT), which covers repayments by vulnerable low-income countries of debt owed to the IMF in the aftermath of public health or natural disasters. Right now, just as these countries face large IMF repayments, the CCRT funds are nearly depleted, totalling around $115 million -- barely enough to support one country in the wake of a crisis, let alone the dozens that could use it. With slight amendments to the CCRT's eligibility criteria, the negative effects of aid cuts and trade adjustments on public-health financing could qualify as shocks meriting relief. This, coupled with a replenishment, would enable the CCRT to fulfil its potential.

Alternatively, these funds could be used to increase the concessionality of the IMF's Poverty Reduction and Growth Trust, scaling up support for low-income countries.

But regardless of which trust is selected, placing the proceeds from a gold sale in an endowment account would maximise their impact by continuously generating returns to be distributed to the trust. As an added benefit to the United States, the endowment fund could include investments in US Treasury bills, boosting demand for them.

This use of gold is entirely consistent with the IMF's mandate. The aid cuts to some developing countries amount to several percentage points of GDP. The consequent need to increase domestic spending on public health, education, and related sectors will further strain governments that were already grappling with high debt-servicing costs. Moreover, reductions in aid and shifts in global trade have balance-of-payments implications, particularly in sectors that rely on imported goods, such as HIV/Aids medications.

Selling some of the IMF's gold also aligns with the stated desires of the US and other developed countries. Now confronted with high debt levels, challenging economic conditions, and the need to increase defence spending, these countries have stressed that the responsibility for funding global public goods must be more widely distributed, and that international institutions -- including the IMF -- should use their resources more efficiently. What is more inefficient than sitting on an idle pile of gold?

The unintended consequences that many fear, such as a slide in the price of gold, are unlikely to emerge. To avert this outcome in 2009-10, the IMF sold gold gradually, initially making off-market deals with central banks and coordinating with gold producers on market sales.

Nor would selling gold jeopardise the IMF's financial stability. The Fund does not borrow on the market, so it does not need gold reserves to demonstrate its creditworthiness. Moreover, it has exceeded its precautionary balances target of around $35 billion, a figure that does not count its gold reserves. Lastly, the vast majority of the IMF's gold would remain untouched. If anything, these sales would strengthen the Fund's financial stability by improving developing countries' ability to repay their debts.

It is hard to imagine a more cost-effective solution to widespread foreign-aid cuts than the IMF selling a small share of its gold at no risk to its financial health and at no cost to its donors. That would be true even if the price of gold had not reached new heights. The fact that it has means that finance ministers and central bankers should act with a sense of urgency when they gather at the annual meetings of the IMF and the World Bank this month. There might never be a better time to dip into the Fund's pot of gold. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Tim Hirschel-Burns is Policy Liaison with the Global Economic Governance Initiative at the Boston University Global Development Policy Center. Marina Zucker-Marques, a senior academic researcher with the Global Economic Governance Initiative at the Boston University Global Development Policy Center, is Commissioner for the Jubilee Report on Addressing the Debt and Development Crises.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3120432/is-there-a-case-for-imf-gold-sales



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Opinion
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Leisure
          
        

      

      Travel

      
        
          	
            Opinion
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Leisure
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Travel
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Entertainment
          
        

      

      Leisure

      
        
          	
            Travel
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Entertainment
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Leisure
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Auto
          
        

      

      Entertainment

      
        
          	
            Leisure
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Auto
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Life
          
        

      

      Auto

      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Life
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Auto
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Tech
          
        

      

      Life

      
        New movies out this week: Oct 16-22
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        YouTube users trip over fake AI tributes to Charlie Kirk
        WASHINGTON --- "Thank you, Adele, it's such a beautiful song," reads a glowing comment beneath an emotional YouTube tribute to slain US activist Charlie Kirk. But the music is generated by artificial intelligence (AI) -- and bears little resemblance to the British icon's voice.

      

      
        Don't let the party stop: Berlin's fight against 'club death'
        BERLIN --- Berlin, long hailed as one of the world's great party cities, is fighting to keep its famed techno clubs alive in the face of soaring prices, shifting tastes and a tightening property market.

      

      
        Rare woman yakuza on path to redemption in Japan
        GIFU --- A missing fingertip offers a clue to Mako Nishimura's criminal past as one of Japan's few women yakuza. But after clawing her way out of the underworld, she now spends her days helping other retired gangsters reintegrate into society.

      

      
        International photographers portray Buddha's journey at  Siam Society
        Five international photographers will show their perspectives on 10 sacred sites associated with the life of Buddha during "In The Footsteps Of Lord Buddha", which will take place at Siam Society, Asok Road, from Oct 21-31.

      

      
        Italian opera star in town to train young talent
        Fabio Armiliato, one of the most important tenors on the international opera scene, is in town to train young Asian opera singers in Bangkok before delivering a final concert, at 140 Wireless Building, Witthayu Road, on Sunday at 2.30pm.

      

      
        Siam Society presents unique collection of Lao textile rarities
        "Special Collection Of Lao Textiles Acquired In 1992" is the next programme of the Thai Textile Society's Collector's Corner series, held at Siam Society, Asok Road, on Saturday at 10am.

      

      
        Celebrated soul musician D'Angelo dead at 51
        NEW YORK - Grammy-winning musician D'Angelo has died at the age of 51 after "a prolonged and courageous battle with pancreatic cancer," his family told US media on Tuesday.

      

      
        The Speak Easy
        Paradox, a cocktail-forward bar opened early this year in Mumbai, India and is headed by Ankush Gamre. From the same team that created Masque, India's No.1 restaurant on Asia's 50 Best Restaurants 2025 list, Gamre also does the cocktails and the cocktail pairing at Masque.

      

      
        New releases for your streaming pleasure: Oct 15-21
        Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
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									New movies out this week: Oct 16-22

									'Showtime 7' is a Japanese remake of the 2013 South Korean thriller film 'The Terror Live'
								

									New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
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Showtime 7

Directed by Kazutaka Watanabe.

Who's in it?

Hiroshi Abe, Tamae Ando and Tetsu Hirahara.

What's it about? 

Shinnosuke Orimoto was forced out as the main anchor for news programme "Showtime 7". Now, while doing a live radio programme, he receives a phone call.

Why watch it?

Remake of The Terror Live (2013).
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Virgin Punk Clockwork Girl

Directed by Yasuomi Umetsu.

Who's in it? 

The voices of Katsuyuki Konishi, Sumire Uesaka and Norio Wakamoto.

What's it about? 

A young woman becomes a bounty hunter, navigating danger while wrestling with personal conflicts. She's drawn into a web of turmoil amid powerful figures' schemes and society's eccentric elite. 

[image: ]

Housenka (The Last Blossom)

Directed by Baku Kinoshita.

Who's in it?

The voices of Kaoru Kobayashi, Hikari Mitsushima and Yoshiko Miyazaki.

What's it about? 

A dying prisoner reflects on his final summer of freedom in 1986, when he lived with a woman and her son surrounded by Housenka flowers. As death approaches, one of these flowers guides him through memories of his past as a yakuza.
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Garo Taiga

Directed by Keita Amemiya and Masaki Suzumura.

Who's in it? 

Rika Kashima, Shoichiro Kitada and Kazuki Namioka.

What's it about? 

A prequel where Taiga Saejima, a young Makai knight, battles a horror who stole the compass and seeks to retrieve it.

[image: ]

Tatsuki Fujimoto 17 To 26

Directed by Naoya Ando, Osamu Honma and Nobukage Kimura.

What's it about? 

An upcoming anthology anime series adapting eight short stories by the Chainsaw Man creator, Tatsuki Fujimoto, written between the ages of 17 and 26.

[image: ]

Bryan Bell

Directed by Stephan Yip Tin-Hang.

Who's in it? 

Warinrat Yolprasong, Michael Thomsen, Jarupong Kluaymaingam and Nattapong Chatpong.

What's it about? 

Bell is blind. Her Doberman named Bryan is murdered. A suspect is arrested but commits suicide. But the real killer lurks in the shadows.

Why watch it?

A Thai-HK-China production.

[image: ]

Toi yama-nami no hikari (A Pale View Of Hills)

Directed by Kei Ishikawa.

Who's in it?

Suzu Hirose, Fumi Nikaido and Yoh Yoshida.

What's it about? 

Dual timelines explore a Japanese widow's memories spanning post-war Nagasaki in 1950s and England during 1980s Cold War era, unraveling secrets that intertwine her past and present experiences across borders.

Why watch it? 

An adaptation of Kazuo Ishiguro's Nobel prize-winning writer's 1982 debut novel.

[image: ]

The Black Phone 2

Directed by Scott Derrickson. 

Who's in it?

Ethan Hawke, Mason Thames and Arianna Rivas.

What's it about?  

As Finn, now 17, struggles with life after his captivity, his sister begins receiving calls in her dreams from the black phone and seeing disturbing visions of three boys being stalked at a winter camp known as Alpine Lake.

Why watch it?

Hawke, Thames, Madeleine McGraw and Jeremy Davies reprise their roles from The Black Phone (2021).

[image: ]

Ito & Her Brother

Directed by Miki Koichiro.

Who's in it?

Hata Mei, Sakuma Ryuto, Nasu Yuto, Oriyama Nao and Uchida Kirato.

What's it about? 

A love comedy that takes place under one roof.

Why watch it?

A live-action adaptation of the comic of the same name by Ozaki Akira.

[image: ]

A Big Bold Beautiful

Directed by Kogonada.

Who's in it? 

Colin Farrell, Margot Robbie and Phoebe Waller-Bridge.

What's it about? 

An imaginative tale of two strangers and the unbelievable journey that connects them.

Why watch it?

Marks celebrated composer Joe Hisaishi's first score for a Hollywood film.



Premieres on Oct 19

[image: ]

Gen Hoshino presents Mad Hope

What's it about?

The final performance of Gen Hoshino's "Mad Hope" tour on Oct 19, which will be broadcast live. 

Why watch it?

It's Gen Hoshino's first nationwide tour in six years.



Premieres on Oct 22

[image: ]

Tomorrow X Together VR Concert: Heart Attack

Directed by  

Who's in it?

Soobin, Yeonjun, Beomgyu, Taehyun and Huening Kai.

What's it about?

In a 30-second video also released, the group said, "It will be a VR concert filled with refreshment and love. Since we found more of a sense this time compared to our first VR concert, I think there will be more 'face attacks' this time."

Why watch it?

The concert combines AI-based video processing with Unreal Engine-based VFX, enabling more precise scenes that blur reality and fantasy. Performances set against diverse backdrops, pink skies, fantastical racing tracks and frozen winter landscapes, offer audiences a unique viewing experience.


								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/3121920/new-movies-out-this-week-oct-1622



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									YouTube users trip over fake AI tributes to Charlie Kirk

									
								

									WASHINGTON -- "Thank you, Adele, it's such a beautiful song," reads a glowing comment beneath an emotional YouTube tribute to slain US activist Charlie Kirk. But the music is generated by artificial intelligence (AI) -- and bears little resemblance to the British icon's voice.
									Rapidly evolving artificial intelligence tools can now create songs from simple text prompts, mimicking the voices of celebrity artists to produce tributes or entire performances on demand, often without their knowledge or consent.

The trend raises thorny copyrights issues and highlights the erosion of shared reality as unwitting users increasingly consume content infused with disinformation enabled by artificial intelligence.

"Rest in peace, Charlie Kirk!" sings a voice over a video showing the right-wing activist, who was assassinated last month.

"The angels sing your name. Your story's written in the stars, a fire that won't wane," the voice intones as visuals appear onscreen of Kirk, an ally of United States President Donald Trump.

Similar AI tributes on YouTube attributed to stars such as Ed Sheeran and Justin Bieber -- complete with fabricated thumbnails of them in tears -- collectively racked up millions of views and thousands of comments from unsuspecting viewers thanking them for songs they never made.

In many cases, the voices sound little like the original artists, yet many scrollers still believe fake AI content that is flooding the internet and engage with it.

"I'm concerned that what made the internet so cool to begin with -- really weird, creative people doing things they're passionate about for fun, is gone. It's been replaced by AI slop created by grifters aiming to make money," Alex Mahadevan, from the nonprofit media institute Poynter, told Agence France-Presse (AFP).

"We're becoming passive consumers of 'content' and not active, conscious digital citizens."

'Not quite human'

YouTube's policy requires creators to "disclose when they've created altered or synthetic content that is realistic, including using AI tools," which are now widely accessible.

In many of the tribute videos, the disclosure is present but not prominently displayed, often buried in the video description where it can be easily overlooked unless users click to expand the text.

The videos highlight a new digital reality in which AI music generators can turn ordinary users into virtual musicians, mimicking famous artists and creating entire songs from simple text prompts.

"Make any song you can imagine," Suno, one such generator, said on its website.

It offers users suggestions such as "make a jazz song about watering my plants" or "make a house song about quitting your job."

When Agence France-Presse (AFP) entered a prompt requesting a song mourning the death of a celebrity activist in the voice of a famous singer, the tool generated two options within seconds: "star gone too soon" and "echoes of a flame."

A new AI "band" called The Velvet Sundown has released albums and garnered over 200,000 listeners on a verified Spotify account. On social media, the "band" calls itself "not quite human. Not quite machine."

'Assault' on creativity

The trend has raised questions about whether vocal and visual likenesses should be protected by copyright.

"I absolutely think that someone's likeness should be protected from replication in AI tools. That goes for dead people, too," said Mahadevan.

Lucas Hansen, co-founder of the nonprofit CivAI, said it was unlikely that likeness generation would be banned entirely but expects legal restrictions on its commercialisation.

"There might also be restrictions on distribution, but existing laws are much less strict towards non-monetised content," Hansen told AFP.

In June, the Recording Industry Association of America said leading record companies sued two music generators, including Suno, over alleged copyright infringement.

Last year, more than 200 artists including Katy Perry and Nicki Minaj wrote in an open letter to AI developers and tech platforms that training tools on existing songs will "degrade the value of our work and prevent us from being fairly compensated."

"This assault on human creativity must be stopped," the letter said.

"We must protect against the predatory use of AI to steal professional artists' voices and likenesses, violate creators' rights and destroy the music ecosystem."
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									Don't let the party stop: Berlin's fight against 'club death'

									
								

									BERLIN -- Berlin, long hailed as one of the world's great party cities, is fighting to keep its famed techno clubs alive in the face of soaring prices, shifting tastes and a tightening property market.
									For now, the mood is exuberant at Renate, a labyrinthine club with multiple disc jockeys (DJs) housed in a dimly-lit complex near the Spree river, a Berlin institution which recently celebrated its 18th birthday.

Industrial beats, a pulsating bass and coloured lights fill the dance floor as ever -- but many fear that the music will stop when the club's lease runs out at the end of the year.

British visitor Oscar Lister, 30, said it was "really sad" that it was "probably the last time" he could come to the long-cherished Renate, just like the Watergate club that closed last year.

Maike Schoeneberg, a 33-year-old Berliner, said that "all the clubs that I knew when I came of age are closing. The club culture in Berlin seems like it's going to pieces."

Berlin became a pumping techno and rave hub in the years following the 1989 fall of the Berlin Wall, as an anarchic counterculture moved into abandoned industrial sites to create music, dance and art spaces.

But in the decades since, population growth in the capital of reunified Germany and gentrification have transformed the city once famously dubbed "poor but sexy" by former mayor Klaus Wowereit.

Clubs have taken a hammering in recent years, between the coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19) pandemic, soaring inflation, a decline in budget flights bringing weekend revellers, and some youngsters' shift away from clubbing to outdoor music festivals.

The business squeeze has in turn led many establishments to raise entry charges and drinks prices, setting off a vicious circle where many young people and stalwarts of the scene feel priced out.

The world-famous Berghain club is still going strong, but the phenomenon dubbed "club death" has since claimed some of Berlin's other famous nightspots.

Forced into bankruptcy

Late last year, the Clubcommission, the association representing Berlin's clubs, sounded the alarm, saying 46% of its members were considering closing within 12 months.

Almost two-thirds of them said they had recently suffered a "considerable" drop in takings.

That's the fate that has befallen SchwuZ, whose director Katja Jaeger says is "the oldest and biggest queer club in Germany", if not Europe.

"From 2024 onwards we have really noticed a fall in profits," she told Agence France-Presse (AFP), adding that this had resulted in a shortfall of around EU50,000 (US$58,800) a month.

The clubbers still gracing the doors aren't as loose with their cash as they used to be.

"People won't have three or four drinks, maybe just one," said Jaeger.

In July, SchwuZ was forced to declare bankruptcy and to appeal to the city's LGBTQQIP2SA community to "come back to party" to avoid the venue closing for good. LGBTQQIP2SA represents lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, questioning, intersex, pansexual, two-spirited and asexual.

It also launched a fundraising appeal late last month that has netted around 51,000 euros in donations to date.

Jaeger says that SchwuZ is also trying to exploit its 1,600 square metres (17,200 square feet) of real estate by renting it out for private events, plays and daytime parties as well as nights dedicated to younger people, goth or Latin music.

'Always reinventing'

Similar responses to the crisis could be spotted at a festival organised by the Clubcommission which ended on Sunday.

Alongside exhibitions and performances linking club culture to other parts of the Berlin arts scene, the festival awarded prizes to certain clubs for their initiatives.

One of them was Maaya, a new cultural centre inspired by Africa and its diaspora.

With music nights, a swimming pool, food and other cultural events, Maaya has been "a great success" since launching last year, one of the founders, Aziz Sarr, told AFP.

Clubcommission director Katharin Ahrend pointed out that it's not all doom and gloom.

"New projects are emerging, new places are opening, even if not that many," she told AFP.

Clubcommission spokeswoman Emiko Gejic said there are "lots of new formats, collectives of queer people and people of colour, and sober raves".

"I think Berlin is a city that's always going to be reinventing itself," regular party-goer Anne, 32, told AFP.

She said she had enjoyed some of the newer spaces even more because they were "creating new ways to experience nightlife" outside what she called "the hegemony of the big Berlin clubs".
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									Rare woman yakuza on path to redemption in Japan

									
								

									GIFU -- A missing fingertip offers a clue to Mako Nishimura's criminal past as one of Japan's few women yakuza. But after clawing her way out of the underworld, she now spends her days helping other retired gangsters reintegrate into society.
									The multi-billion-dollar yakuza organised crime network has long ruled over Japan's drug rings, illicit gambling dens and sex trade.

In recent years, the empire has started to crumble as members have dwindled and anti-mafia laws are tightened.

An intensifying police crackdown has shrunk yakuza forces nationwide, with their numbers dipping below 20,000 last year for the first time since records began in 1958.

Heavily inked with dragon and tiger tattoos, 58-year-old Nishimura navigated the yakuza's patriarchal hierarchy -- where brute force and authoritarian leadership reign -- on and off for three decades.

Rival gangsters "looked down on me just because I was a woman, which I hated," she told Agence France-Presse (AFP) at her cramped apartment in central Japan's Gifu region.

"I wanted to be acknowledged as a yakuza," she said. "So I learned to speak, look and fight like a man."

Nishimura says she was officially recognised by authorities as the first woman yakuza after she was jailed for drug possession when she was 22.

While no official police data verifies this, experts say women members are extremely rare.

Retired anti-mob detective Yuichi Sakurai said he had never seen a woman yakuza in his 40-year career but "it was possible a few are included" in the annual numbers tracked by police, which do not give a gender breakdown.

Nishimura,skinny with dyed-blonde hair, finally put the syndicate behind her around five years ago.

She now ekes out a living at demolition sites -- one of the few jobs that tolerates her full-sleeve tattoos.

She also supports other mafia retirees, taking huge pride in leading the Gifu branch of Gojinkai, a non-profit dedicated to helping ex-criminals.

Yuji Moriyama is among the posse of middle-aged tough guys -- one has a prominent knife scar across his belly -- that Nishimura takes out for monthly litter-picking trips.

"She's like a big sister. She scolds us when we deserve it," 55-year-old Moriyama said, recalling a time he skipped the trash collection and she made him kneel on the ground to apologise.

"She scared the hell out of me," he said, laughing.

For Nishimura, "the idea I'm doing something good for other people gives me confidence", she said.

"I'm slowly returning to a normal human being."

'King of villains'

Nishimura grew up in a strict family, with a civil servant father who heavily pressured her academically.

As a teen, she ran away from home and fell into crime, joining a major yakuza clan by the age of 20.

Brawls, extortions and selling illegal drugs soon became routine. She even cut off her own finger tip as part of the yakuza's ritualistic self-punishment for blunders.

But in her late 20s, Nishimura absconded from the syndicate and was "excommunicated," putting gangsterism behind her to marry and raise her son.

"For the first time, I felt a gush of maternal instinct. He was so cute, I thought I could die for him," she said.

The determined new mother studied her way into the care and medical industries, only to be fired over her tattoos.

Unsure where else to turn, she relapsed into selling stimulants.

In her late 40s, she rejoined her old yakuza organisation but found it poor and bereft of "dignity".

The yakuza had thrived in the post-war bedlam of Japan, when it was at times seen as a necessary evil to bring order to the streets.

It still exists in a semi-legal grey area, but harsher anti-mafia laws have left fewer people willing to do business with the mobsters.

"Yakuza used to be the king of villains," she said, but seeing her old boss struggling to scrape money together disillusioned her to the extent that she quit the underworld shortly after her 50th birthday.

Today, Nishimura has found a new mentor -- Gojinkai chairman and prominent former gangster Satoru Takegaki -- with proceeds from her recently published autobiography helping her make ends meet.

"I think yakuza will keep shrinking," she said.

"I hope they will become extinct."
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									International photographers portray Buddha's journey at  Siam Society

									
								

									Five international photographers will show their perspectives on 10 sacred sites associated with the life of Buddha during "In The Footsteps Of Lord Buddha", which will take place at Siam Society, Asok Road, from Oct 21-31.
									Held to mark its 17th anniversary by the Oriental Cultural Heritage Sites Protection Alliance, the exhibition will showcase the work of Brenda Turnnidge (UK/Greece/France), Aparna Jayakumar (India), Mani Lama (Nepal), Antoine Roulet (France) and Bernard Grismayer (France).

The exhibition will be accompanied by three special talks in the lecture series "Buddhism: Expectation And Reality" at the Lecture room, 4th floor of Siam Society, on Oct 21, 22 and 24, all starting at 4.30pm.

The first is "Promotion, Conservation And Management Of The Birthplace Of Lord Buddha, A Unesco World Heritage Site And The Greater Lumbini Area In Nepal" conducted by Gyanin Rai from Nepal's Lumbini Development Trust.

The presentation highlights ongoing efforts to balance important archaeological research, pilgrimage and tourism with the safeguarding of the site's outstanding universal value. It also emphasises the role of Buddhist communities and monasteries, international partners and visitors in preserving the sanctity of Lumbini while promoting it as a global symbol of peace and compassion.

The second lecture on Oct 22 titled "Oriental Cultural Heritage Sites Protection Alliance (OCHSPA): Safeguarding Buddhist Heritage And Fostering Global Dialogue", will be presented by Eric Dubois, a French expert in international co-operation, cultural heritage and economic strategy, with a strong focus on Asia.

The last talk on Oct 24 is "Buddhism: Expectation And Reality", a reflection by Phra Maha Anon Padao that looks at how Buddhism has evolved from its original teachings to the way it is practised today.

The talk begins with the question of language -- the Buddha encouraged oral transmission, and over time his words have been preserved in Pali, Sanskrit, Chinese and Tibetan. It also reflects on the robes of monks, once uniform, but now adapted to different regions and climates. Food offerings are another example -- originally very simple, they now include both vegetarian and non-vegetarian meals.

The venerable monk will then turn to the diversity of Buddhist schools, showing that despite their differences, all are grounded in the Vinaya, the code of discipline. The talk also considers how monks sustained themselves in Buddha's time, compared with today's realities.

There is no admission fee to the exhibition but the fee to each lecture is 300 baht (free for members and students).

Email pinthip@thesiamsociety.org or call 02-661-6470--3 ext 203.
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									Italian opera star in town to train young talent

									
								

									Fabio Armiliato, one of the most important tenors on the international opera scene, is in town to train young Asian opera singers in Bangkok before delivering a final concert, at 140 Wireless Building, Witthayu Road, on Sunday at 2.30pm.
									Opera is one of Italy's greatest cultural treasures, a powerful combination of music, theatre and emotion that has captivated audiences for centuries. In 2023, Italian opera singing was added to Unesco's Intangible Cultural Heritage list, reaffirming its place as a universal language of beauty and artistic excellence.

Thailand has a vibrant classical music scene, with conservatories, academies and universities devoted to the art. Yet, opportunities for young singers to train at true international standards remain rare.

This is where Bel Canto International comes in, offering a new project designed to give promising Asian opera singers the chance to refine their technique and develop their artistry under the guidance of maestro Armiliato as well as Chiara Giudice, a brilliant soprano.

"Bel Canto is not just about technique -- it is about telling stories, sharing emotions and touching people's hearts. I am thrilled to bring this tradition to Bangkok and to work with such talented young singers," said Armiliato.

The project features a nine-day opera singing masterclass currently running at Royal Bangkok Symphony Orchestra Music School, 2nd floor of Kian Gwan III Building, Witthayu Road, until Saturday.

It will conclude with a final showcase concert on Sunday, where young singers -- three sopranos and four tenors -- will perform alongside the maestro, offering audiences a unique opportunity to experience the richness of Italian opera tradition in the Kingdom.

This initiative is presented by the Italian Cultural Institute of Bangkok, in collaboration with the Royal Bangkok Symphony Orchestra.

Admission to the masterclasses and concert is by invitation and registrations can be made by emailing to rbso@bangkoksymphony.org.

Call 02-255-6617/8.
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									Siam Society presents unique collection of Lao textile rarities

									
								

									"Special Collection Of Lao Textiles Acquired In 1992" is the next programme of the Thai Textile Society's Collector's Corner series, held at Siam Society, Asok Road, on Saturday at 10am.
									Conducted by Savitri Suwansathit, the presentation is based on an official visit to Laos in 1992, where she represented Thailand following a Unesco international conference that commemorated the heritage of Asian textiles organised in honour of HM Queen Sirikit's 60th birthday.

The textiles acquired on that visit came from Vientiane, Luang Prabang and Xayaburi, and are a reflection of the social and political transformations in Laos between 1975 and 1992. Purchased in markets, workshops and weaving villages, the textiles display diverse and rich weaving.

Savitri was deeply inspired by the stories behind some of the quality pieces, woven by villagers who had suffered hardship during the first decade of tight economic and social control following political change in Laos in 1975.

The collection includes exuberant pieces from the multitude of Lao ethnic groups, such as Tai Daeng and Tai Dam from Xam Neua and the Plain of Jars. This is a good chance to hear Savitri share her experience at a most crucial time in Laos' history and see the wonderful textiles that withstood the perils of war.

Savitri held various positions in the Ministry of Education, including inspector-general, secretary-general of the Teachers Commission, secretary of Thai National Commission for Unesco and deputy permanent secretary for Education, before retirement. Currently, she serves as an adviser for a number of government agencies.

The fee is 400 baht (300 baht for members). For reservations, email bkk.tts@gmail.com.
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									Celebrated soul musician D'Angelo dead at 51

									
								

									NEW YORK - Grammy-winning musician D'Angelo has died at the age of 51 after "a prolonged and courageous battle with pancreatic cancer," his family told US media on Tuesday.
									The R&B icon and neo-soul pioneer melded genres and opened doors as he stretched the boundaries of Black pop traditions while producing sensuous hits including "Brown Sugar" and the "Untitled (How Does It Feel)."

The risque, shirtless music video for the latter track catapulted the artist to superstardom, though he struggled with the weight of his newfound pop culture fame.

"The shining star of our family has dimmed his light for us in this life," his family said in a widely reported statement. "After a prolonged and courageous battle with cancer, we are heartbroken to announce that Michael D'Angelo Archer, known to his fans around the world as D'Angelo, has been called home."

Fellow artist Lauryn Hill, who dueted with him in "Nothing Even Matters" on her Grammy-winning debut album, shared praise and prayers on Instagram Tuesday.

The similarly reclusive singer wrote of D'Angelo's "undeniable beauty and talent," noting his ability to present an image of "strength and sensitivity in Black manhood to a generation that only saw itself as having to be one or the other."

On her website, singer Beyonce called him a "pioneer of neo-soul" who "changed and transformed rhythm and blues forever."

'Rare and beautiful voice' 

Known as a creative perfectionist with a silky voice who could play piano and guitar, D'Angelo released three albums with RCA Records: his 1995 debut "Brown Sugar," "Voodoo" in 2000 and "Black Messiah" in 2014.

The record label said in a statement Tuesday D'Angelo "was a peerless visionary who effortlessly blended the classic sounds of soul, funk, gospel, R&B and jazz with a hip hop sensibility."

Voodoo's lead single "Untitled (How Does It Feel)" won him the Grammy for Best Male R&B Vocal Performance and the album was named Best R&B Album.

Red Hot Chili Peppers bassist Flea lamented the loss of D'Angelo Tuesday, saying "no one did anything funkier over the last 30 years," adding "what a rare and beautiful voice and an inimitable approach to songwriting."

D'Angelo was a fan of analog production and favored long jam sessions, and was a sought-after collaborator.

"Such a sad loss to the passing of D'Angelo. We have so many great times. Gonna miss you so much. Sleep Peacefully D' Love You KING," DJ Premier wrote on X in tribute.

D'Angelo and DJ Premier collaborated on the 1998 single "Devil's Pie."

Music industry bible Pitchfork credited D'Angelo with helping to "define the neo-soul movement."

Born Michael Eugene Archer in Virginia, the son of a Pentecostal preacher, D'Angelo was something of a recluse, periodically surfacing to release music or perform.

In 2016, he was featured on a playlist used by then US president Barack Obama, alongside other musical greats such as pop superstar Janet Jackson, soul singer Janelle Monae and blues rocker Gary Clark Jr.

Tyler, The Creator posted a black and white photograph of D'Angelo on X, while The Alchemist wrote simply "Man. Rest in peace D'Angelo."
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									The Speak Easy

									In conversation with Ankush Gamre, head mixologist, Masque and Bar Paradox, Mumbai
								

									Paradox, a cocktail-forward bar opened early this year in Mumbai, India and is headed by Ankush Gamre. From the same team that created Masque, India's No.1 restaurant on Asia's 50 Best Restaurants 2025 list, Gamre also does the cocktails and the cocktail pairing at Masque.
									[image: ]
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The ground floor of the bar is dedicated to an open kitchen and a dining room. Working with a little more fire and a little less restraint, Gamre's menu at Paradox is, like the name suggests, a study in contrasts: structured yet fluid, familiar yet strange.  This is the stage for his boldest, most audacious cocktails with some daring pairings bursting with flavour and technique. Drinks at Paradox are built to shift, not settle. They're poured with technique and layered with flavour, designed to evoke questions, not answer them. But he does answer questions here: 

[image: ]

How did you get into bartending and mixology? 

Though not a trained chef, I enjoy cooking a lot. Everything I know about cooking has been passed on from my mother. I first got into hospitality as a bar back for different restaurants. This generated a lot of interest in bartending and everything that came with it. Enough to sign up for Diageo's Bar Academy programme, which I completed alongside my job.

Once I was done with that, I landed a full-time gig at Please Don't Tell, a Mumbai bar. One of my seniors joined Masque and called me over to work with him. I joined Masque in 2017 as assistant bartender. I worked my way up the ranks and today I head the beverage programmes at Masque and cocktail bar Paradox, which opened earlier this year.

[image: ]

How did the drinks concept for Paradox come about?

When I first heard the word 'paradox', what struck me was the idea of 'no rules', which incidentally was also the brief that Aditya [Dugar] gave Varun [Totlani] and me.

A paradox doesn't have a straight explanation, does it? And that's exactly how our cocktails are. We take the spirit of experimentation we're known for, and turn it on its head. The flavours and techniques are fresh, unpredictable; what's in your glass might have taken two hours or two months to craft. No one will tell you this, but you'll subconsciously feel that complexity and technique with every sip. That's what Paradox is about: pushing boundaries, breaking limits. We didn't build this bar around a story, we built it around an imagination that refuses to colour inside the lines.

Take us through the different sections of the menu.

There is a beautiful harmony in the drinks menu, where there is everything from sweet to savoury to umami-based drinks.

First off, we have a special zine menu -- Revelations -- which feels like it has a life of its own. It's the start of an evolving series that changes with the seasons, based on what the team's been tinkering with in the lab. The zine format made sense because it gave us space to be playful, raw and instinctive. Think of it as the problem child of Paradox that doesn't follow the rules, but is still very much part of the bloodline.

Then there's our regular drinks menu; you open it and we have 10 house cocktails (and one 'Cheap Date' that has Johnnie Walker Blue Label and caviar!), followed by four cocktails on tap. Then you come to our selection of wines and straight pours, rounded off with zero-proof beverages.

[image: ]

Why did you choose the Tap cocktails and what's the reason behind that?

Paradox is the first bar in the city to offer tap cocktails. It's a great customer experience to walk into a bar, make your way to a table and order a tap cocktail that appears quickly, within minutes. Sipping on a drink while you decide what to eat makes the experience even more fun. They set the tone for what to expect from the evening.

Are you more inclined to cater to the Indian palate when formulating the cocktails?

Paradox is from the same family that has brought Masque to India, so at heart, we will always have local, seasonal Indian ingredients in mind. But it's also catering to an audience which loves global experiences and flavours. Nothing at Paradox can be boxed into one thing conceptually, whether it's the food or the drinks.

Tell us about the secret snack only reserved for bar counter seats? Why is it only for those seats?

You're making me give away my best-kept secret!

If you're a friend of the bartender or a Paradox regular sitting at the bar, we have a small mushroom bite that's an umami flavour bomb. You'll never see this anywhere but at the bar. We've made it in a way that it complements a drink's acidity, so take a bite, sip your drink, rinse and repeat. It's totally worth becoming a regular for!

How does the menu pair with the cocktail menu?

The food menu in the dining room and the bar is the same, save for two dishes -- the Thai Steam Boat and the Kakigori. Those two are dining room exclusives; the rest of the food and drinks menu is available wherever you might be seated at Paradox.

How does it differ from Masque?

Masque will always celebrate Indian ingredients through its food and drinks; that'll pretty much never change. But Paradox isn't bound by any particular rules or format in terms of the flavours we offer. Which is why you see squid and caviar in the food and drinks, because it just made sense to put it on the Paradox menu. Overall, Paradox is designed to give guests an international experience right here in Mumbai. The drinks and food are all designed to reflect the kind of space Paradox is, which is very different from Masque in its inherent offering.

What's next for Ankush Gamre?

I've only gotten started at Paradox. It's my playground and the chance to be cheeky, fun and wild. So, the next bit is to keep upping my game at Masque and Paradox, because you're only as good as the last cocktail you mixed!
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Oct 15-21

									7 new titles from Apple TV+, Netflix and Prime Video
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									
APPLE TV+ 

[image: ]

Loot: Season 3

Premieres on Oct 15

Molly Wells embarks on a journey of self-discovery after getting an US$87 billion divorce settlement from her wealthy tech billionaire husband John Novak of 20 years, and we find her thriving in her role as the head of her philanthropic organisation, the Wells Foundation. Molly has landed the jet for season three, with viewers left on the edge of their seats following the season two finale that saw Wells and her trusted and somewhat assistant Nicholas board Molly's private jet with her orders to take her as far away as possible after blowback from her fellow billionaires about stepping up philanthropy and her awkward exchange with her will-they, won't-they colleague Arthur.



TLC

[image: ]

Halloween Baking Championship: Season 11

Premieres on Oct 15 

Seven bakers participate in a baking competition, where they must prepare Halloween-themed dishes to win a cash prize of US$25,000.



AFN

[image: ]

Maneet's Eats

Premieres on Oct 16 

Join host Maneet Chauhan in her kitchen and at the market as she cooks some of her favourite Indian dishes.



PRIME VIDEO 

[image: ]

Culpa Nuestra (Our Fault)

Premieres on Oct 16

Jenna and Lion's wedding sets the stage for the long-awaited reunion between Noah and Nick, some time after their breakup. Nick's inability to forgive Noah creates a seemingly insurmountable barrier between them. He, now heir to his grandfather's business empire, and she, just starting her career, resist reigniting a flame that still smoulders within them. But now that their paths have crossed again, will love prove stronger than resentment?



NETFLIX

[image: ]

The Diplomat: Season 3

Premieres on Oct 16

Caught in a whirlwind of crisis diplomacy, Kate must navigate a fragile new administration and a deadly threat with world-shaping consequences.

[image: ]

Good News

Premieres on Oct 17 

When hijackers seize a Japanese flight and demand to fly to Pyongyang, a mysterious mastermind hatches a zany scheme to reroute the plane to Seoul.

[image: ]

Imaginary

Premieres on Oct 20

When Jessica and her adopted daughter Alice move back into their old house, Alice discovers a teddy bear that becomes her imaginary friend. But as Alice's behaviour turns strange, Jessica must uncover whether the bear is just a toy--or something more sinister.
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