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Supreme Court Appears Skeptical of Key Provision of Voting Rights Act

In a dispute over a Louisiana voting map, the justices grappled with whether there should be a time limit on using race as a factor in carving up voting districts.

President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Voting Rights Act, with Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and other civil rights leaders watching, in 1965. Yoichi Okamoto/Lyndon B. Johnson Library



By Abbie VanSickle
Reporting from Washington


Oct 15, 2025 at 10:03 AM

The Supreme Court appeared poised on Wednesday to weaken a key provision of a landmark civil rights law by sharply limiting the ability of lawmakers to use race as a factor in drawing voting maps, which could lead to widespread redistricting efforts.

If the justices determine that lawmakers cannot consider race when drawing districts, the consequences for the country's political balance could be sweeping. The decision could end the practice, endorsed by the court for decades, of crafting congressional districts with the purpose of helping minority voters elect the candidates of their choice. 

Republican state legislatures could use the ruling to eliminate around a dozen Democratic-held House districts across the South, according to a New York Times analysis.

The court typically issues major rulings by late June or early July, but could rule more quickly in the voting case. It is not clear if states could act in time for the 2026 midterm elections, should the justices agree to upend the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

The case examines whether Louisiana lawmakers violated the Constitution when they adopted a new electoral map in 2024, creating the state's second majority-Black district. 

During Wednesday's oral argument, several of the court's conservative justices appeared focused on whether there should be a sunset to using race as a factor in creating electoral maps, a requirement that stemmed from 1960s-era protections aimed at undoing generations of efforts to suppress the power of Black voters. 

"This court's cases, in a variety of contexts, have said that race-based remedies are permissible for a period of time -- sometimes for a long period of time, decades in some cases -- but that they should not be indefinite,  and should have an end point," said Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh, who is expected to be a key vote. 

"What exactly do you think the end point should be, or how would we know, for the intentional use of race to create districts?" Justice Kavanaugh then asked a lawyer for the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, who argued to uphold the Voting Rights Act. 

That question -- whether there should be a time limit on using race-based ways to address harms -- was the focus of the oral argument.

A crowd of demonstrators gathered outside the Supreme Court on Wednesday in support of the Voting Rights Act. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


In recent years, the court's conservative majority has shown considerable skepticism toward policies that use race to help resolve discrimination. In 2023, the justices struck down race-conscious admissions programs at Harvard and the University of North Carolina. 

That same month, however, the court announced that race could be a factor in drafting electoral maps, rejecting an Alabama congressional map that the court found had diluted the power of Black voters. 

Still, Edward D. Greim, a lawyer for a group of white voters who challenged Louisiana's voting map as an unconstitutional racial gerrymander, argued on Wednesday that it was time to retire race as a consideration in redistricting.

Mr. Greim said that "in today's America," voters like the white plaintiffs were "still being racially stereotyped" to place them in particular electoral districts.

"If it was ever acceptable under our colorblind Constitution to do this, it was never intended to continue indefinitely," he added. 

Janai Nelson, the president of the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, pointed to those recent cases as evidence that the court had reaffirmed that race could be considered when choosing electoral maps, to ensure voters are fully represented. 

"It is very clear that the case law before this court supports the use of race as needed once there has been a showing of specified discrimination," Ms. Nelson said. 

The court's three liberal justices expressed deep concerns about eliminating race from the planning of voting maps. 

Justice Elena Kagan asked Ms. Nelson what would happen if the key section of the Voting Rights Act were "to cease to operate" to prevent the dilution of minority votes. 

"I think the results would be pretty catastrophic," Ms. Nelson responded. "We only have the diversity that we see across the South, for example, because of litigation that forced the creation of opportunity districts under the Voting Rights Act." 

Hashim M. Mooppan, a principal deputy solicitor general, suggested that the justices could leave the key provision of the Voting Rights Act, called Section 2, in place, but still change how voting maps are judged when determining if they illegally dilute minority votes. 

Mr. Mooppan also suggested that the court could modify the test it uses to evaluate potential Voting Rights Act violations, to give states more leeway to justify maps based on a state's political objectives.

Justice Kavanaugh appeared receptive to that argument, calling it "a real innovation." 

But Justice Sonia Sotomayor, one of the court's liberals, countered that "the bottom line" of their argument would have the same result -- to "just get rid of" the force of the Voting Rights Act to protect minority voters.

Mr. Mooppan said that many Black members of Congress hailed from districts that were not majority minority. "None of these positions is going to lead to there being no Black representation in Congress or anything remotely approaching that," he said.

The Voting Rights Act, one of the central legislative achievements of the civil rights movement, banned discriminatory practices like literacy tests that had been used to disenfranchise people.

Wednesday's legal battle can be traced back to the 2020 census, which showed an increase in Louisiana's population of Black adults. While Black Louisianans made up about a third of the state's population, there was only one majority-Black congressional district out of six districts.

After the census, state lawmakers revisited the map and passed a version that still had only one majority-Black district. Two groups of Black voters sued in 2022, asserting that state legislators had violated the Voting Rights Act by packing Black voters into one district and diluting their voting power.

A federal judge agreed, finding that the map likely did violate the statute. State lawmakers then proposed another map in January 2024, which included a second majority-Black district -- a long, narrow one that wound from the southeast part of the state to the northwest.

State lawmakers claimed that they had crafted the map with politics, not race, in mind, protecting valuable Republican incumbents, including Speaker Mike Johnson.

But shortly after lawmakers approved that map, a dozen white voters sued, arguing that the new map was an illegal racial gerrymander that had caused them to suffer "unlawful, intentional discrimination based on race."

In April 2024, a divided panel of three federal judges agreed, striking down the new map. Louisiana then appealed to the Supreme Court. The justices paused the lower court's order, allowing Louisiana's new map to be used in the 2024 election. Democrats picked up a seat, as voters in the newly created district elected Cleo Fields, a longtime party figure from Baton Rouge. Mr. Fields is Black.

The justices heard the case, Louisiana v. Callais, in the spring. But instead of issuing a decision in late June or early July, the justices, in a rare move, ordered new arguments for their next term, which began this month. Rearguments can be a signal that the justices are poised to take a broader action in a case. In 2009, the court called for reargument in Citizens United, a campaign finance case that turned from a minor case into a blockbuster, clearing the way for unlimited campaign spending by corporations.

The court offered no explanation for punting on the case, but several weeks later, the justices announced that they would hear arguments on a more expansive question: whether Louisiana's "intentional creation of a second majority-minority congressional district violates the 14th or 15th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution."

That question suggested that the justices appeared to be considering holding the provision of the Voting Rights Act that has been used to challenge redistricting plans unconstitutional.

In the months since the justices announced that they would hear arguments again, the Louisiana officials who had defended the map essentially switched sides, aligning with the white voter plaintiffs. 

Outside the Supreme Court on Wednesday, Liz Murrill, Louisiana's attorney general, appeared encouraged by the oral argument, saying that the court had doled out "difficult and confusing precedent" to legislators in the past. 

A crowd of demonstrators also gathered in support of the law. A loudspeaker blasted "Freedom" by Beyonce, and people chanted "Fight! Fight! Fight!" A majority of the demonstrators wore black T-shirts that read "Black Voters Matter" and "It's About Us."

Aishvarya Kavi and Ann E. Marimow contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/15/us/politics/supreme-court-voting-rights-act.html
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Trump Considers Overhaul of Refugee System That Would Favor White People

The proposals would transform a program aimed at helping the most vulnerable people in the world into one that gives preference to mostly white people who say they are being persecuted.

Some of the dozens of white South Africans who accepted an invitation from the Trump administration to come to the United States as refugees arrived at an air hangar in Dulles, Va., in May. Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images



By Zolan Kanno-Youngs and Hamed Aleaziz
Reporting from Washington


Oct 15, 2025 at 07:06 PM

The Trump administration is considering a radical overhaul of the U.S. refugee system that would slash the program to its bare bones while giving preference to English speakers, white South Africans and Europeans who oppose migration, according to documents obtained by The New York Times.

The proposals, some of which already have gone into effect, would transform a decades-old program aimed at helping the world's most desperate people into one that conforms to Mr. Trump's vision of immigration -- which is to help mostly white people who say they are being persecuted while keeping the vast majority of other people out.

The plans were presented to the White House in April and July by officials in the State and Homeland Security Departments after President Trump directed federal agencies to study whether refugee resettlement was in the interest of the United States. Mr. Trump had suspended refugee admissions on his first day in office and solicited the proposals about how and whether the administration should continue the program.

Trump administration officials have not ruled out any of the ideas, according to people familiar with the planning, although there is no set timetable for approving or rejecting the ideas. The officials spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the confidential plans.

The proposed changes would put new emphasis on whether applicants would be able to assimilate into the United States, directing them to take classes on "American history and values" and "respect for cultural norms."

The proposals also advise Mr. Trump to prioritize Europeans who have been "targeted for peaceful expression of views online such as opposition to mass migration or support for 'populist' political parties."

That appeared to be a reference to the European far-right political party Alternative for Germany, whose leaders have trivialized the Holocaust, revived Nazi slogans and denigrated foreigners. Vice President JD Vance has criticized Germany for trying to suppress the views of the group, which is known as the AfD.

A senior official said the Trump administration was monitoring the situation in Europe to determine whether anyone would be eligible for refugee status. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because the plan had not been finalized.

Mr. Trump enacted some of the proposals in the documents even before the plans were submitted to him, including slashing refugee admissions and offering priority status to Afrikaners, the white minority that once ran South Africa's brutal apartheid system.

Mr. Trump has claimed that Afrikaners face racial persecution in their home country, a claim vigorously disputed by government officials there. Police statistics do not show that white people are more vulnerable to violent crime than other people in South Africa.

Taken together, the proposals provide a window into Mr. Trump's intentions for a program that has come to symbolize America's role as a sanctuary.

Mr. Trump and many American voters have rejected that role after years of record illegal crossings at the U.S.-Mexico border. Although the refugee program, with its meticulous screening processes and yearslong waits, is considered the "right way" of seeking protection in the United States, Mr. Trump has made clear he wants to crack down on immigration in general -- both legal and illegal.

According to the rationale laid out in the documents submitted to Mr. Trump, America's acceptance of refugees has made the country too diverse.

"The sharp increase in diversity has reduced the level of social trust essential for the functioning of a democratic polity," according to one of the documents. The administration should only welcome "refugees who can be fully and appropriately assimilate, and are aligned with the president's objectives."

To that end, the documents say, Mr. Trump should cancel the applications of hundreds of thousands of people who are already in the pipeline to come to the United States as refugees, many of whom have gone through extensive security checks and referrals.

And Mr. Trump's federal agencies proposed imposing limits on the number of refugees who can resettle in communities that already have a high population of immigrants, on the basis that the United States should avoid "the concentration of non-native citizens" in order to promote assimilation.

Thomas Pigott, a spokesman for the State Department, would not comment on specific details of the documents, but he said: "It should come as no surprise that the State Department is implementing the priorities of the duly elected president of the United States." He added: "This administration unapologetically prioritizes the interests of the American people."

The administration has made some exceptions to its refugee ban. According to the documents, federal agencies have worked to resettle a limited number of Afghans who assisted U.S. soldiers during the war.

Critics say the plans exposes the president's vision for what America should look like.

"It reflects a preexisting notion among some in the Trump administration as to who are the true Americans," said Barbara L. Strack, a former chief of the refugee affairs division at Citizenship and Immigration Services during the Bush, Obama and Trump administrations. "And they think it's white people and they think it's Christians."

People carried containers of water at a camp for the displaced in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo in February. Guerchom Ndebo for The New York Times


Other changes include more intensive security vetting for refugees, including expanded DNA tests for children to ensure they are related to the adults they are traveling with.

Mr. Trump also is planning to slash the number of refugees allowed into the United States to 7,500 in the upcoming year, a drastic decrease from the limit of 125,000 set by the Biden administration last year.

Mr. Trump is required by law to consult Congress on imposing a refugee limit, but White House officials say the government shutdown has delayed that.

Administration officials are not done submitting proposals to the White House. According to a draft of a third report, obtained by The New York Times, the latest proposal calls for U.S. embassies to make referrals for who should be considered for refugee status, rather than the United Nations, which has long been the practice. The change would allow for greater American control of who gets funneled into the refugee pipeline.

At the United Nations General Assembly summit last month, Christopher Landau, the deputy secretary of state, defended the Trump administration's approach during a panel on refugee policies.

"Saying that the process is susceptible to abuse is not being xenophobic, it is not being a mean or bad person," Mr. Landau said.

The administration has argued that allowing thousands of refugees from all over the world to enter the nation would overwhelm American communities that have already called for additional resources to assist the record number of migrants who crossed the U.S.-Mexico border during the Biden administration.

Migrants at the border, however, seek protection through a program separate from that of refugees, who often wait years overseas before they are vetted to travel to the United States. The refugee program has historically received bipartisan support from both Republicans and Democrats.

Mr. Trump and the architect of his immigration restrictions, Stephen Miller, have for years sought to limit the number of refugees entering the United States, particularly from Africa or Muslim-majority nations. During his first term, Mr. Trump demanded to know at a White House meeting why he would accept immigrants from Haiti and African nations, which he described as "shithole countries," rather than Europe.

His administration now appears prepared to turn those sentiments into policy.

In the report, administration officials also proposed banning refugees from resettling in U.S. communities that have requested federal aid to assist migrants in recent years.

But many local leaders and refugee advocates argue that not only can refugees adjust to life in America effectively, they also benefit local economies.

Marian Abernathy, a lay leader at the Judea Reform Congregation synagogue in Durham, N.C., has helped refugees who had settled in her community since 2016, including a dozen families in the last four years from Afghanistan, Ukraine, Haiti, Venezuela and Syria.

The refugees have worked as nursing aides, engineers, Uber drivers, medical technicians and lunch coordinators at local schools, she said.

"They come to dinner at our houses," she said. "We go to dinner at their houses. We go to events together, hang out at the museum. I don't feel like they're not integrated."

"I've rarely seen a group of people," she said, "who work harder and who want fewer handouts."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/15/us/politics/trump-refugee-white-people.html
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Judge Temporarily Blocks Trump From Firing Government Workers During Shutdown

Labor groups are set to square off against the Trump administration one day after the president renewed his threat to cut "Democrat programs."

The Capitol in Washington during the shutdown, when the federal government is supposed to be performing only the most vital services. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Tony Romm
Reporting from Washington


Oct 15, 2025 at 02:32 PM

A federal judge on Wednesday temporarily blocked the Trump administration from conducting mass federal layoffs during the government shutdown, siding with unions that have argued that the firings were illegal.

The decision delivered an early legal blow to President Trump, who has sought to use the fiscal stalemate to slash the federal work force. Yet the president appeared unfazed by the decision, threatening soon after to cut federal agencies, fire more workers and rearrange the budget while the government remained at a standstill.

In a sharp and lengthy rebuke, Judge Susan Illston of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California raised deep unease about the actions of the White House, just days after the government began to lay off about 4,000 workers across eight federal agencies.

The early evidence, according to Judge Illston, suggested that the White House budget office had "taken advantage of the lapse in government spending and government functioning to assume that all bets are off, that the laws don't apply to them anymore and they can impose the structures that they like."

The judge also pointed to comments by Mr. Trump, who has frequently threatened to harm Democrats during the shutdown, and the policy directives issued by his top aides, which Judge Illston presented as a sign of the "politics that infuses what is going on."

"There are laws which govern how we can do the things we do," she said.

The judge's full order, issued in writing hours later, appeared to carry broad scope. It temporarily blocked not only the administration's recently announced layoffs, but similar, future cuts. The decision also applied to a wide range of federal agencies that employ workers represented by certain unions, which had sued over the legality of Mr. Trump's actions.

"This decision affirms that these threatened mass firings are likely illegal and blocks layoff notices from going out," said Lee Saunders, the president of AFSCME, one of the unions that had sued.

At a minimum, the court ruling on Wednesday suggested that serious legal hurdles may stand in the way of Mr. Trump, who has relished the "unprecedented opportunity" of the fiscal stalemate that has now entered its third week.

The White House did not respond to a request for comment, and the Justice Department declined to comment. But Russell T. Vought, the White House budget director, said in an interview on "The Charlie Kirk Show" that the administration was eyeing more substantial layoffs that could number around 10,000, far beyond what has already been announced.

Since the shutdown began on Oct. 1, Mr. Trump has made clear that he hopes to whittle down government through steep budget cuts, and to punish Democrats over their refusal to accept Republicans' fiscal demands. 

The president has halted billions of dollars in federal aid to Democratic-led cities and states, and he plans to unveil his latest punitive measure on Friday, when he will release a list of cuts targeting "Democrat programs."

"It's thousands of people and it's billions of dollars," Mr. Trump told reporters at the White House, without acknowledging the loss his administration had just suffered in court.

The president has also tried to insulate himself from the political costs of a shutdown that he has made no effort to resolve. He and his aides have already reprogrammed billions of dollars in unspent money without congressional approval, aiming to pay military service members and head off some of the economic consequences from a prolonged federal closure.

The political undercurrents in Mr. Trump's actions factored heavily into the court hearing on Wednesday, which centered on the extent to which the administration can fire employees simply because federal funding for their positions has expired. The White House first made that unusual argument before the shutdown began, hoping to pressure Democrats into supporting a short-term measure to fund the government into November.

The unions, led by the American Federation of Government Employees, quickly argued that Mr. Trump could not remove civil servants without a clear directive from Congress -- particularly when Washington is supposed to be providing only the most vital services. 

In court filings, the labor groups said that a lapse in funding "does not repeal, vacate or otherwise have any effect" on the work of federal agencies, giving Mr. Trump no authority to target them with staffing cuts. 

They also took issue with the way the administration had exempted officials performing the layoffs from the shutdown, when federal agencies are closed and hundreds of thousands of workers are furloughed.

"The harm is now," said Danielle Leonard, a lawyer at the firm Altshuler Berzon who represented the unions.

The administration, in response, objected to the process by which unions brought their legal challenge, and the timing of it. Otherwise, the government generally asserted that Mr. Trump possessed vast power to reconfigure the federal work force, reprising an argument in a campaign that has already ousted hundreds of thousands of civil servants from government.

Last week, Justice Department lawyers also sent mixed messages about the administration's intentions. It described layoffs at times as "hypothetical" while acknowledging the government had started to send out notices to more than 4,000 employees. 

Those arguments frequently drew sharp retorts from Judge Illston, who pressed Elizabeth Hedges, a Justice Department lawyer, to explain the legality of the firings -- only to be told by Ms. Hedges that the government "did not prepare to address that" at the hearing.

Judge Illston also raised concern with the fact that the Trump administration had made misstatements, corrections and omissions in its court documents, having failed to properly account for the size, scope and timing of the layoffs it was processing.

The Trump administration initially misstated to the court the number of federal employees who received notices or would be cut, and its timing for conducting the layoffs. It corrected those problems in an updated filing on Tuesday evening, indicating that there were fewer layoffs at the Department of Health and Human Services than the administration had initially reported. 

That confirmed earlier reports that the agency had erroneously sent layoff notices to hundreds of scientists at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Many of those workers later had the notices rescinded.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/15/us/politics/government-shutdown-trump-layoffs-unions.html
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In This Small Mississippi Delta City, Even Adults Race Home to Beat Curfew

In Greenville this year, leaders imposed a strict curfew to curb gun violence. So far, the approach is working, even as some question how far a city should go to fight crime.

Video: 



By Audra D. S. Burch
Reporting from Greenville, Miss.


Oct 15, 2025 at 10:01 AM

It was after 2 a.m. when the police chief called the mayor to report another night of violence in Greenville, Miss. This time, one of the city's former high school football stars was fatally shot while visiting his hometown.

News of the death on May 28 of 18-year-old Alex Foster, a redshirt freshman on the Baylor University football team, ricocheted across the small Mississippi Delta city, and it was not the only case of violence in recent months. Days earlier, a 16-year-old boy was killed in a drive-by shooting while in the back seat of a family member's car stopped at an intersection. Weeks before that, stray bullets struck the windows of a school building, forcing a short lockdown.

To Errick D. Simmons, the three-term mayor of Greenville, and Marcus R. Turner Sr., the police chief, this spasm of violence had plunged the city into crisis. Crime rates had spiked since January, a "surge" mostly related to gang activity and retaliations among minors and young adults.

So on the same day as Mr. Foster's shooting, Greenville officials declared a state of emergency and imposed a temporary citywide curfew: With limited exceptions, no one would be allowed on the streets after midnight. For minors and young adults, the curfew was stricter.

Marcus R. Turner Sr., the police chief of Greenville, Miss. Whitten Sabbatini for The New York Times


Greenville officials declared a state of emergency and imposed a temporary citywide curfew in May. Imani Khayyam for The New York Times


"Violence was ripping through our neighborhoods. Our people didn't feel safe sitting on the porch or being outside after dark," said Mr. Simmons, 48. "My thought was enough is enough."

The gun violence has not been isolated to Greenville. Over the weekend, at least six people were killed and others injured by gunfire at a high school homecoming celebration in Leland, Miss., a town of fewer than 4,000 people, about eight miles from Greenville. Two other shootings took place in Heidelberg and Rolling Fork. And, at least one person was killed and three others were wounded in two separate attacks at Mississippi universities.

The country has been enveloped in a fiercely partisan debate over how to address crime. The Trump administration has deployed National Guard troops to American cities, in part to address what the president calls rampant levels of violent crime, which local officials fiercely dispute. But in the Delta, the leaders of Greenville are trying to address gun violence with their own tough measures -- one that also asks how far a city should go to fight crime.

This curfew has been welcomed by wary residents, if not by business owners. And more than four months after the curfew was imposed, the crime rate has tumbled.

The City Council will soon determine how long the curfew stays in place. By statute, it must be reviewed at least every 30 days, and any permanent measures must be enacted through an ordinance.

"We know this curfew cannot last forever. I think the discussion now is going to be, how do we keep the crime levels down?" Mr. Simmons said. "One measure that helps indirectly is to consider an ordinance that restricts the business hours of nightclubs and late-night establishments."

Chief Turner, 47, who has led the police force since 2021, said the community has mostly complied with the curfew, but there are critics. Owners of nightclubs and bars complained that the shorter operating hours were costing them business. Adults and teenagers said it was too restrictive. And some adults went further, saying the curfew infringed on their autonomy and rights to move freely.

One test of the curfew was a recent Greenville High School homecoming football game, a vibrant annual celebration that attracted a large crowd of students, parents and alumni. But after 10 p.m., some students were still outside, some waiting for their parents. Mr. Turner said that reminded him the success of curfews depends on the whole community buying in.

One test of the curfew was a recent Greenville High School homecoming football game, an annual celebration that attracted a large crowd of students, parents and alumni.  Whitten Sabbatini for The New York Times


Mississippi state troopers at the football game. The city has a partnership with the Department of Public Safety to bring in additional law enforcement officers during events that draw large crowds. Whitten Sabbatini for The New York Times


"Fortunately, the kids were in a contained space and there wasn't any violence, but it did not quite go as planned," he said.

Originally, the curfew was 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. for people under 21 and 12 a.m. to 6 a.m. for those 21 and older. In September, the start times were changed to one hour later to accommodate night football games and late-night businesses.

During curfew hours, minors are prohibited from being in public spaces unsupervised. Penalties for violators range from $500 to $1,000, with possible jail time for some. So far, the police have issued nine $500 citations. Among those, four were issued to parents whose children were out past curfew. The children were released to the parents.

"For a while there, it felt like there were shootings every other week. Now, you don't hear the gunfire and all that racing up and down the streets," said Brenda Brown, 61, a school cafeteria worker. "We needed a curfew to get things in control. The whole community needs to step up."

Violent crime has been a stubborn issue in Greenville, but city officials described a "flare-up" starting in January: a series of drive-bys, shootouts, homicides, auto thefts and bursts of gunfire.

Curfews have long been used by municipalities and law enforcement across the country as a tool to deter youth crimes, though some criminal justice experts say they are largely ineffective. In Greenville, an ordinance was already in place setting parameters around when minors could be in public spaces. The new curfew was stricter.

Marc Levin, chief policy counsel at the Council on Criminal Justice, said what makes the curfew stand out is that it applies to adults and the length of time it has been in effect. He added that an "indefinite" term would be constitutionally questionable.

In general, experts say smaller communities are fighting triple forces: crime, tight budgets and understaffing. "While big cities attract the most attention when it comes to crime, small cities have their own challenges, including in many cases fewer resources to fund vital public safety infrastructure from police to courts," Mr. Levin said in a statement.

Errick D. Simmons, the three-term mayor of Greenville. Whitten Sabbatini for The New York Times


Greenville, perched along the Mississippi River, is about 150 miles south of Memphis and is known for its Blues music roots and hot tamales. Whitten Sabbatini for The New York Times


Mayor Simmons said by declaring a state of emergency, the city could impose protective measures including curfews during disasters, a civil disorder or a public safety crisis. He said the city has also turned to other crime-reduction strategies including Flock Safety, a surveillance system that uses artificial intelligence to read license plates and detect gunshots.

According to police records, before the curfew -- the first five months of 2025 -- there were 11 homicides compared with two during the four months since the curfew has been in place. (There were 21 homicides in all of 2024.) The department logged 113 stolen autos before the curfew and 30 after the curfew. And shots fired -- one of the largest complaints among neighbors -- decreased to 190 from 408.

Greenville, perched along the Mississippi River, is about 150 miles south of Memphis and is known for its Blues music roots and hot tamales. The majority-Black city covers about 27 square miles, with a population about 28,000. Like other small towns and cities, Greenville has lost jobs and people over the decades. The poverty rate is about 32 percent.

But in recent years, new businesses have opened as part of the historic downtown's redevelopment, replacing some boarded-up buildings with restaurants and shops. A modern federal courthouse is set to open later this year. A $1.2 billion power station is under construction, along with a planned $1.4 billion natural gas pipeline project originating near Greenville.

On a recent weekend, Angela Crooms recalled the kind of terrifying real-life experience behind the crime statistics. In April, Ms. Crooms, 57, was in her living room watching the news when she heard gunfire.

"I looked out the glass door and saw a guy shooting toward a car in the middle of the street," she said. "My husband ran in the house to check on me and found a bullet hole in the wall behind me. It could have killed me."

In the hours after learning about the shooting of Mr. Foster, the 18-year-old whose killing, in part, led to the curfew, Mr. Simmons, a Democrat, called a special council meeting. Minutes into the meeting, Mr. Simmons became visibly frustrated. He pleaded for help from parents.

He urged "every parent, every meemaw, every grandma, everybody" to look for guns in their houses. "Don't do it when your baby gets hit. Go look for them right now and if you find them, call 911," he said.

Spectators Bar & Grill in Greenville.  Imani Khayyam for The New York Times


David Weiss, the owner of Spectator's Pub & Patio nightclub in downtown Greenville. Imani Khayyam for The New York Times


David Weiss, the owner of Spectator's Pub & Patio nightclub in downtown Greenville, believes something needed to be done to curb the violence, but he feels conflicted.

"The curfew really hurt our business," he said. "I would say about 40 percent."

Mr. Weiss acknowledged that the new curfew has helped. But still, he said most adults are law-abiding, and the community is being punished for a small group of troublemakers.

"A whole city should not be held hostage by juveniles," Mr. Weiss said. "I am 64 years old, I have the right to go to a store when I feel like it. I have a right to freedom of movement."

Sheelagh McNeill contributed research.
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With Truce in Place, Hamas Pursues Bloody Crackdown on Rivals in Gaza

A video this week captured Hamas fighters in Gaza executing Palestinian rivals as the militant group tries to assert that it is still the dominant force in the territory after two years of war with Israel.

Palestinian militants standing guard on Monday, the day that hostages in Gaza were handed over to the Red Cross as part of a cease-fire deal between Hamas and Israel. Ramadan Abed/Reuters



By Iyad Abuheweila, Aaron Boxerman and Sanjana Varghese
Iyad Abuheweila reported from Istanbul, Aaron Boxerman from Jerusalem and Sanjana Varghese from London.


Oct 15, 2025 at 05:58 PM

The public execution was captured on video.

Masked gunmen, some wearing green headbands associated with the Palestinian militant group Hamas, lined up eight captives in the middle of a crowded street in Gaza City on Monday. They forced the men to bend over, leveled their rifles at them, and opened fire, leaving their bodies in the dirt.

A Hamas internal security official confirmed that the video, which The New York Times geolocated to Gaza City, showed Hamas fighters executing Palestinian rivals. He spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to talk to journalists.

The execution took place just days after a cease-fire with Israel began on Friday and Israeli forces pulled back from parts of Gaza. Analysts say that Hamas appears to be trying to assert that it is still the dominant force in the territory, no matter how weakened it is after two years of war with Israel.

Hamas lost many of its top commanders and thousands of fighters in the conflict, and some Gaza residents launched rare protests against the group's iron-fisted rule earlier this year.

Israel has acknowledged that it also sought to undermine Hamas's control by backing rival Palestinian clans in Gaza, with mixed results.

"Hamas is sending a message: 'We are here. We are the sole authority in Gaza,'" said Tamer Qarmout, a Palestinian political analyst and academic from Gaza, who is based in Qatar.

Since Monday, at least 10 members of Hamas's security forces and at least 20 members of rival Palestinian groups have been killed in the internecine fighting, according to a Gaza health official and the Hamas internal security official.

It was not clear whether the eight men who were executed in the video were counted in those tolls. Some of them were members of the Doghmosh family, which has a long-running rivalry with Hamas, Nizar Doghmosh, a family leader, told The Times on Wednesday.

The outbreak of internal violence in Gaza, which has been limited to a few incidents so far, could further complicate President Trump's vision for a postwar Gaza. His plan to end the war requires Hamas to lay down its weapons, allow an international force to stabilize the territory, and effectively end its two-decade control -- demands the group has rejected so far.

After a visit to Israel on Monday coinciding with Hamas's release of the remaining hostages in Gaza, Mr. Trump was asked by a reporter about the possibility of the group reasserting itself as a police force in Gaza and shooting rivals. Mr. Trump suggested the United States was not opposed, at least for now.

"They've been open about it, and we gave them approval for a period of time," he said.

On Tuesday, Mr. Trump addressed the issue again, saying Hamas had "taken out a couple of gangs that were very bad," and adding: "That didn't bother me very much, to be honest."

The U.S. military's Central Command -- which oversees Middle East operations -- later issued a statement telling Hamas to stop shooting at Palestinian civilians in Gaza, adding that the United States had conveyed concerns over the violence to international mediators.

During the war, uniformed Hamas fighters were rarely seen on the streets of Gaza. They avoided moving in the open as much as possible so they would not be targeted by Israeli airstrikes.

Hamas militants in Gaza during a hostage transfer in February. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times


Palestinian witnesses in Gaza say groups of masked, rifle-toting Hamas security forces are appearing again now, including when Hamas handed over the remaining hostages to the Red Cross on Monday.

Some of the Hamas activity does appear to entail restoring public order in Gaza's daily life. In the central city of Deir al-Balah, for example, armed men have been spotted in the streets directing traffic this week, which they had hardly done throughout the war.

Hamas officials publicly acknowledge that they are also launching operations against people they deem to be lawbreakers or collaborators with Israel.

Two Hamas internal security officials said the killings shown in the video were in retaliation for the Doghmosh family's killing of several Hamas militants during the war.

The clashes that led to the killings shown in the video began on Sunday, Mr. Doghmosh said, after Hamas had sought to apprehend members of the family it accused of being collaborators with Israel. He denied that the family as a whole was working with Israel.

Later that evening, Hamas fighters and armed members of the Doghmosh family fought a pitched gun battle in Gaza City, according to two Gaza health officials, two Hamas internal security officials and Palestinian residents.

One of those killed in the clashes was Naim Naim, whose father, Basem Naim, is a senior Hamas leader, according to two family members and one of the Gaza health officials.

After the clashes, armed Hamas fighters burst into nearby houses, checking identity cards to see who belonged to the Doghmosh family, said a Palestinian witness who asked not to be named for fear of retribution. He said his family spent hours huddled in the center of their home amid a hail of gunfire and explosions outside.

Then Hamas fighters showed up and ordered them to flee, he recounted.

At least 24 bodies arrived at Al-Shifa hospital in Gaza City from the Hamas-Doghmosh clashes on Sunday night, said Mohammad Abu Salmiya, the medical facility's director. He said he did not know how many were from each side.

On Monday, the day after the gun battle in Gaza City, the Hamas gunmen were filmed shooting the masked and blindfolded men in the middle of neighborhood where the clashes took place, surrounded by a large crowd of bystanders.

Hamas's interior ministry has warned rival groups that it will come after any "criminal gangs" that threaten "civil peace." It called for members of those groups who were not involved in killings to hand themselves over in exchange for amnesty and warned that anyone who did not would face consequences.

Mahmoud Mardawi, a Hamas official, vowed on social media on Tuesday that the group would not allow "chaos to spread in beloved Gaza nor criminals to escape punishment."

Military analysts say a major target for this Hamas crackdown will likely be the string of small Palestinian militias that have sprung up in Gaza over the past several months, though it is not clear whether Hamas has already moved against them in force. None have mounted a serious challenge to Hamas yet, the analysts said.

Some of these smaller militias say they have worked in coordination with Israel.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel confirmed in June that Israel was "using clans in Gaza" who were fighting Hamas on its behalf. Israeli officials later confirmed helping to arm one operated by Yasser Abu Shabab in eastern Rafah.

Mr. Abu Shabab was notorious for ransacking humanitarian aid from U.N. convoys earlier in the war, according to aid officials. Later, he set up a militia in an Israeli-controlled zone inside Gaza, saying this zone would be peaceful and free of Hamas. His militia uploaded videos showing makeshift classrooms and quiet tents in an effort to attract displaced Gazans to join.

"This adventure was only ever going to end one way," said Michael Milshtein, a former senior Israeli intelligence officer. "We armed and supported these militias, and now Hamas is coming for its revenge."

If Hamas attacks any of the clans affiliated with Israel, it would pose a "heavy dilemma" for the Israeli authorities, who would have to decide whether to defend them -- thus breaking the cease-fire -- or allow them to be killed or arrested, Mr. Milshtein said.

For now, at least some militia members say they have no plans to surrender to Hamas.

"We are preparing to defend ourselves by any means necessary should Hamas attack," said Mohammad al-Mansi, 21, whose father leads a small armed group opposed to Hamas in northern Gaza.

"We won't turn ourselves in. We would rather die."

Bilal Shbair and Abu Bakr Bashir contributed reporting.
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Frustrated Gen Z Threatens to Topple African Governments

Protesters say their anger reflects a lack of economic opportunity on a continent with the world's youngest population.

Young people in Madagascar cheering at a rally in the capital, Antananarivo, on Tuesday after Parliament announced the impeachment of President Andry Rajoelina.



By Matthew Mpoke Bigg



Oct 15, 2025 at 10:02 AM

First Kenya, then Madagascar and now Morocco. A wave of protests under the banner of Gen Z has swept through parts of Africa.

Demonstrators have stormed Parliament buildings. Security forces have killed and injured hundreds, and in Madagascar the president fell from power on Tuesday.

Each protest has had specific causes, but under the surface each reflects the failure of elected governments to provide economic opportunities for young people across a continent with the youngest population in the world, according to protesters and analysts.

The frustration among young people poses a challenge to governments beyond where Gen Z protests have taken place, not least because of the continent's young demographic. Africa's median age is 19, which means that young people are entering the workplace and becoming politically active in large numbers.

Young voters in Botswana last year helped defeat the party that had ruled since independence, while in South Africa discontent among young people with the economic performance of the African National Congress helped cause its vote share to fall below 50 percent for the first time since the end of apartheid in 1994.

Supporters of Duma Boko, the winning candidate for president of Botswana, cheering in October last year in Gaborone, the capital. Monirul Bhuiyan/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


"Young people want some form of prosperity, they want some form of hope and they are not seeing that," said Ndongo Sylla, a Senegalese economist and author. The attempts by security forces to repress the protests suggest that governments lacked clear answers, he added.

In one measure of the limited economic opportunities in Africa, the vast majority of new jobs on the continent are in the informal sector, according to the African Development Bank.

Young people often lead demands for change and analysts argue that, while social media makes these protests distinct, it does not constitute a fundamental difference.

But social media has made it easier for Gen Z, the demographic cohort born roughly between 1997 and 2012, to outfox the authorities by orchestrating demonstrations on the fly without high-profile leadership.

At the same time, political demands have often shifted and become more ambitious over time, which has kept governments off balance in the face of the protests.

Kenya, where global Gen Z protests broke out last year, is a case in point. Young people marched through the capital, Nairobi, and other cities to protest a finance bill introduced by the government of President William Ruto that they said would raise prices. Behind that lay an array of grievances, including spiraling debt, corruption, rising prices and youth unemployment.

People took to the streets during a protest against a bill they said would raise prices in 2024 in Nairobi, the capital of Kenya. The bill was later withdrawn. Brian Otieno for The New York Times


In a significant victory, the president withdrew the bill in June last year, the day after some protesters stormed parts of Parliament and more than 60 people had died, largely as a result of police fire. The protests resumed in June on the anniversary of the largest demonstrations, with calls for the president to resign, and at least eight others were killed.

"The systemic change that everybody wants has not happened," said Nelson Amenya, a student activist. Mr. Amenya's role as a whistle blower over a proposed deal by the government to overhaul the capital's main airport last year helped fuel the protests in Kenya.

In recent weeks there have also been protests in Indonesia and Nepal, where the government fell, while President Andry Rajoelina of Madagascar was forced to dissolve his government in an attempt to quell protests. The protesters had demanded that he step down for his failure to deliver basic services, including electricity and water. Many young people were not appeased.

"Firing the government is not a solution. The real problem hasn't been uprooted," said Rakoarivao Andritiana Kevin, 20, a law student at the University of Ankatso in the capital, Antananarivo, arguing that Mr. Rajoelina should resign.

Mr. Rajoelina has since gone into hiding and was impeached by Parliament on Tuesday.

The demonstrations that erupted in Morocco in recent weeks were driven by anger over spending on infrastructure ahead of this year's Africa Cup of Nations football tournament and the 2030 World Cup. Three people were killed. The protests, organized by a group known as Gen Z 212, used social media to call for better schools as well as hospitals and broader freedoms.

"Promises have not been kept and the credibility of the country's political elite has suffered as a result," said Aboubakr Jamai, dean of the Madrid center at the American College of the Mediterranean.

A boy is detained as youth-led protests calling for health care and education changes turned violent, in Sale, Morocco, on Oct. 1. Mosa'Ab Elshamy/Associated Press


The success of the demonstrations in Madagascar and Nepal, which have prompted changes of government, has forced activists in Kenya to reflect on their lack of progress.

"I've been looking at them with green eyes, with jealousy, because they are literally getting what they want," said Lee Makenna Jelani, who has supported Kenya's protests and organized a dialogue on social media to discuss what lessons could be learned.

But others in Kenya said they have been inspired by what they see as a movement that has spread across the continent and beyond.

Hanifa Adan, 29, who played a prominent role in rallying the demonstrations last year and was briefly detained, said she had followed the other protests avidly.

"We are validating each other. We are inspiring each other," she said. "We borrow courage from each other."

Aida Alami and Gaelle Borgia contributed reporting.
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Trump Rattles Vaccine Experts Over Aluminum

The president's call for removal of the metal from childhood inoculations set off alarms. About half of shots for polio, whooping cough and other diseases would be affected.

Vaccine experts say that vaccines with small amounts of aluminum in them have a long track record of safety and are essential to generating lasting immunity from disease. Kristian Thacker for The New York Times



By Christina Jewett



Oct 15, 2025 at 03:00 PM

Federal health officials are examining the feasibility of taking aluminum salts out of vaccines, a prospect that vaccine experts said would wipe out about half of the nation's supply of childhood inoculations and affect shots that protect against whooping cough, polio and deadly flu.

The review at the Food and Drug Administration began after President Trump listed aluminum in vaccines as harmful during a press briefing about the unproven link between Tylenol and autism.

Aluminum salts have been in vaccines since the 1920s and are added to enhance the immune-stimulating effect against the virus or bacteria covered by the inoculation. Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the nation's health secretary, has been a longtime critic of aluminum in vaccines, which he has suggested is linked to autism.

Vaccine experts said the tiny amount of aluminum salts in vaccines -- often measured in the one-millionth of a gram -- has a long track record of safety and is essential to generating lasting immunity from disease. Developing vaccines without aluminum salts, they said, would require an entirely new formulation from scratch.

Such efforts take years of careful safety tests, cost hundreds of millions of dollars and could potentially expose thousands of infants to deadly diseases, given Mr. Kennedy's insistence that new vaccines should be tested in humans against placebos.

Mr. Trump acknowledged that like mercury, which was removed from childhood vaccines more than 20 years ago, the case against aluminum is limited.

"We've already taken out and are in the process of taking out mercury and aluminum now," Mr. Trump said. "And there were rumors about both of them for a long time, but we're having them taken out."

Dr. Bruce Gellin, who worked in vaccine safety roles at the Department of Health and Human Services for more than a decade, said that rumors were akin to hearing a smoke detector go off.

"There might be a fire or maybe you need a new battery," said Dr. Gellin, who is now an adjunct professor at Georgetown University. "Following signals is a good idea, but acting on them without investigating and finding the root cause is not a good idea."

Andrew Nixon, a spokesman for H.H.S., did not answer questions about removing aluminum, but said an influential vaccine committee at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention was "reviewing the body of science related to aluminum and other possible contaminants in childhood vaccines." (Mr. Kennedy fired that committee's members this summer and replaced them with numerous vaccine skeptics.)

The scientific consensus is that the small amounts of aluminum in vaccines is safe. Aluminum is also one of the most abundant elements on earth; people breathe it in dust and take it in through food and drinks every day.

Before Mr. Trump's latest remarks, Mr. Kennedy had not announced any formal plans related to aluminum removal. During his career as an anti-vaccine activist, though, he supported researchers who published studies trying to link aluminum in vaccines to autism and that were roundly criticized.

In 2020, Mr. Kennedy described one such researcher, Christopher Exley, as "the world's leading authority on aluminum toxicity," saying his research on aluminum and vaccines has "documented grave toxic effects." Mr. Kennedy wrote on his former nonprofit group's website that he tried to donate $15,000 to support Dr. Exley's research, but his university in the United Kingdom returned the check.

Dr. Exley published one study in 2018 that examined the presence of aluminum in the donated brains of five people with autism, suggesting that it could "implicate" aluminum in the development of autism. Asked to elaborate, Dr. Exley said in an email that he did not know the vaccination status of the brain donors because of confidentiality rules.

He said in a Substack post on Oct. 1 that he wrote to Mr. Kennedy before Mr. Trump's briefing to remind the secretary that aluminum "is the cause of profound autism."

In an email to the New York Times last week, Dr. Exley wrote, "Secretary Kennedy asks my advice on aluminium in adjuvants as I am the leading authority on human exposure to aluminium."

In his career as an anti-vaccine activist, Mr. Kennedy supported researchers whose studies linking aluminum in vaccines to autism were criticized. Eric Lee/The New York Times


In an interview at a National Governors Association meeting in July, Mr. Kennedy said the National Institutes of Health was studying links between aluminum and allergies. A new C.D.C. working group has also stated that it will examine whether there is a link between different aluminum adjuvants and asthma risk.

Dr. Ofer Levy, director of the precision vaccines program at Boston Children's Hospital, said the N.I.H. had already invested tens of millions in developing next-generation adjuvants, or immune amplifiers like aluminum. He said there have been questions about aluminum's role in allergies, given how it stimulates certain immune cells. Further study of vaccine safety is always welcomed, he said.

"Human nature is to keep making things better, and we should keep making things better," Dr. Levy said.

Companies that make childhood vaccines include Merck, Pfizer, GSK and Sanofi. Representatives from some companies said the aluminum adjuvants, or immune boosters, have a well-understood safety record. Replacements would be novel and need to be evaluated one by one against pathogens for each covered disease, wiping out the use of combination shots that cover several diseases.

Several company representatives said they had not heard from federal health officials on the matter.

If Mr. Kennedy were to act decisively against aluminum in vaccines, he could try to do so through the F.D.A., which approves them. The agency can remove products from the market if there is strong new evidence of harm or a lack of effectiveness. The process, if contested, can take years.

The C.D.C.'s vaccine committee could weaken its recommendation for shots that contain aluminum salts, an effort that would most likely further erode vaccine confidence. It would also very likely lower the use of childhood vaccines, particularly in states that tie their rules or regulations to the committee's decisions.

Dr. Robert Malone, a member of that committee, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, said he would not expect Mr. Kennedy to take steps to take vaccines away from people who want them.

The scrutiny of aluminum is in some ways similar to criticism of thimerosal, a preservative that was removed from childhood vaccines about 25 years ago. Yet that was a far simpler effort: It only required shifting from F.D.A.-approved vaccine vials that contained the preservatives to pre-filled syringes that do not.

In the intervening decades, a number of large studies refuted any link between thimerosal and autism. And even with it removed from childhood vaccines and phased out for use in pregnant women, autism rates have risen.

Taking out aluminum would be a "waste of resources and will expose U.S. children to unnecessary disease in any transition period," said Dr. Anders Hviid, a Danish vaccine researcher and epidemiologist.

Dr. Hviid was an author of a major study published in July that reviewed the records of 1.2 million Danish children over 24 years. It found that as their exposure to aluminum in vaccines increased, their risk of a host of conditions, including asthma, allergies and autism, did not rise.

Mr. Kennedy lashed out at the study in a web and social media post, saying it was "deceptive" and downplayed "calamitous evidence of harm." He urged the Annals of Internal Medicine, which published the study, to retract it.

Mr. Kennedy focused on a subgroup analysis in the Danish study of about 50 children younger than 5 who were diagnosed at higher rates with Asperger's syndrome, a diagnosis no longer in use that referred to people with a higher-functioning form of autism. He called the findings for that subset "a devastating indictment of aluminum-containing vaccines."

Dr. Christine Laine, the editor of the medical journal, responded that the set of children was one of about 540 subgroup comparisons.

Dr. Hviid said that Mr. Kennedy was "cherry-picking" in singling out the effects on one small group of children because the broader study and analyses of other age groups did not find an increase in autism.

Apoorva Mandavilli contributed to this report.
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Trump Administration Authorizes Covert C.I.A. Action in Venezuela

The development comes as the U.S. military is drawing up options for President Trump to consider, including possible strikes inside the country.

Video: Trump Considers Ground Strikes in Venezuela

President Trump said he had authorized covert C.I.A. action in Venezuela and was considering ground strikes. Venezuela's foreign minister called the American actions a policy of aggression.


By Julian E. Barnes and Tyler Pager
Reporting from Washington


Oct 15, 2025 at 06:56 PM

The Trump administration has secretly authorized the C.I.A. to conduct covert action in Venezuela, according to U.S. officials, stepping up a campaign against Nicolas Maduro, the country's authoritarian leader.

The authorization is the latest step in the Trump administration's intensifying pressure campaign against Venezuela. For weeks, the U.S. military has been targeting boats off the Venezuelan coast it says are transporting drugs, killing 27 people. American officials have been clear, privately, that the end goal is to drive Mr. Maduro from power.

Mr. Trump acknowledged on Wednesday that he had authorized the covert action and said the United States was considering strikes on Venezuelan territory.

"We are certainly looking at land now, because we've got the sea very well under control," the president told reporters hours after The New York Times reported the secret authorization.

Any strikes on Venezuelan territory would be a significant escalation. After several of the boat strikes, the administration made the point that the operations had taken place in international waters.

The new authority would allow the C.I.A. to carry out lethal operations in Venezuela and conduct a range of operations in the Caribbean.

The agency would be able to take covert action against Mr. Maduro or his government either unilaterally or in conjunction with a larger military operation. It is not known whether the C.I.A. is planning any specific operations in Venezuela.

But the development comes as the U.S. military is planning its own possible escalation, drawing up options for President Trump to consider, including strikes inside Venezuela.

The scale of the military buildup in the region is substantial: There are currently 10,000 U.S. troops there, most of them at bases in Puerto Rico, but also a contingent of Marines on amphibious assault ships. In all, the Navy has eight surface warships and a submarine in the Caribbean.

The new authorities, known in intelligence jargon as a presidential finding, were described by multiple U.S. officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the highly classified document.

In a statement, Venezuela rejected Mr. Trump's "bellicose" language, and accused him of seeking "to legitimize regime change with the ultimate goal of appropriating Venezuela's petroleum resources."

Venezuela said it planned to raise the matter at the U.N. Security Council on Thursday, calling Mr. Trump's actions "a grave violation of the U.N. charter."

Mr. Trump ordered an end to diplomatic talks with the Maduro government this month as he grew frustrated with the Venezuelan leader's failure to accede to U.S. demands to give up power voluntarily and the continued insistence by officials that they had no part in drug trafficking.

The C.I.A. has long had authority to work with governments in Latin America on security matters and intelligence sharing. That has allowed the agency to work with Mexican officials to target drug cartels. But those authorizations do not allow the agency to carry out direct lethal operations.

The Trump administration's strategy on Venezuela, developed by Secretary of State Marco Rubio, with help from John Ratcliffe, the C.I.A. director, aims to oust Mr. Maduro from power.

Mr. Ratcliffe has said little about what his agency is doing in Venezuela. But he has promised that the C.I.A. under his leadership would become more aggressive. During his confirmation hearing, Mr. Ratcliffe said he would make the C.I.A. less averse to risk and more willing to conduct covert action when ordered by the president, "going places no one else can go and doing things no one else can do."

A street market in Caracas, the Venezuelan capital. John Ratcliffe, the C.I.A. director, has said little about what his agency is doing in the country. Adriana Loureiro Fernandez for The New York Times


The C.I.A. declined to comment.

On Wednesday, Mr. Trump said he had made the authorization because Venezuela had "emptied their prisons into the United States of America."

The president appeared to be referring to claims by his administration that members of the Tren de Aragua prison gang had been sent into the United States to commit crimes. In March, Mr. Trump proclaimed that the gang, which was founded in a Venezuelan prison, was a terrorist organization that was "conducting irregular warfare" against the United States under the orders of the Maduro government.

An intelligence community assessment in February contradicted that claim, detailing why spy agencies did not think the gang was under the Maduro government's control, though the F.B.I. partly dissented. A top Trump administration official pressed for the assessment to be redone. The initial assessment was reaffirmed by the National Intelligence Council. Afterward, the council's acting director, Michael Collins, was fired from his post.

The United States has offered $50 million for information leading to Mr. Maduro's arrest and conviction on U.S. drug trafficking charges.

Mr. Rubio, who also serves as Mr. Trump's national security adviser, has called Mr. Maduro illegitimate, and the Trump administration describes him as a "narcoterrorist."

Mr. Maduro blocked the government that was democratically elected last year from taking power. But the Trump administration's accusations that he has profited from the narcotics trade and that his country is a major producer of drugs for the United States have been debated.

The administration has asserted in legal filings that Mr. Maduro controls Tren de Aragua. But an assessment by U.S. intelligence agencies contradicts that conclusion.

While the Trump administration has publicly offered relatively thin legal justifications for its campaign, Mr. Trump told Congress that he decided the United States was in an armed conflict with drug cartels it views as terrorist organizations. In the congressional notice late last month, the Trump administration said the cartels smuggling drugs were "nonstate armed groups" whose actions "constitute an armed attack against the United States."

White House findings authorizing covert action are closely guarded secrets. They are often reauthorized from administration to administration, and their precise language is rarely made public. They also constitute one of the rawest uses of executive authority.

Select members of Congress are briefed on the authorizations, but lawmakers cannot make them public, and conducting oversight of possible covert actions is difficult.

While U.S. military operations, like the strikes against boats purportedly carrying drugs from Venezuelan territory, are generally made public, C.I.A. covert actions are typically kept secret. Some, however, like the C.I.A. operation in which Navy SEALs killed Osama bin Laden in 2011, are quickly made public.

The agency has been stepping up its work on counternarcotics for years. Gina Haspel, Mr. Trump's second C.I.A. director during his first administration, devoted more resources to drug hunting in Mexico and Latin America. Under William J. Burns, the Biden administration's director, the C.I.A. began flying drones over Mexico, hunting for fentanyl labs, operations that Mr. Ratcliffe expanded.

The covert finding is in some ways a natural evolution of those antidrug efforts. But the C.I.A.'s history of covert action in Latin America and the Caribbean is mixed at best.

In 1954, the agency orchestrated a coup that overthrew President Jacobo Arbenz of Guatemala, ushering in decades of instability. The C.I.A.-backed Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba in 1961 ended in disaster, and the agency repeatedly tried to assassinate Fidel Castro. That same year, however, the C.I.A. supplied weapons to dissidents who assassinated Rafael Leonidas Trujillo Molina, the authoritarian leader of the Dominican Republic.

The agency also had its hands in a 1964 coup in Brazil, the death of Che Guevara and other machinations in Bolivia, a 1973 coup in Chile, and the contra fight against the leftist Sandinista government of Nicaragua in the 1980s.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/15/us/politics/trump-covert-cia-action-venezuela.html
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The Global Profile


A Photographer Who Brought a Vanished Central European Jewry to Life

Edward Serotta created an archive of 1,230 in-depth interviews with Holocaust survivors about how they lived, both before and after. "Every one of them comes with a story," he said.

Edward Serotta has dedicated decades to documenting Jewish life in Central and Eastern Europe.



By Steven Erlanger
Reporting from Vienna


Oct 15, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Edward Serotta glided around the room of Holocaust survivors and their families like an impresario, checking that they had enough food and drink and company. He sat with some, patted others on the back, endured some kisses and made sure that this monthly meeting at Vienna's Jewish community center went smoothly, even as Viennese police kept guard outside, just in case.

About 80 people came to this pre-Rosh Hashanah gathering last month of Cafe Centropa, an outgrowth of Mr. Serotta's singular project and achievement: Centropa, the nonprofit he built to document vanished Jewish life in Central and Eastern Europe.

With the help of dozens of researchers and his countless trips to the region, Mr. Serotta and Centropa created a digital archive of 1,230 interviews conducted in 20 European countries, totaling some 45,000 pages of testimony. The archive includes more than 25,000 photographs.

"And every one of them comes with a story," Mr. Serotta said. "The Holocaust is mankind's single greatest crime, and while there are witnesses to it, those stories should be told and recorded. But there is another chapter, one in which every one of these people had compelling lives before and after."

It was in Vienna that he found money for Centropa, partly from the Culture Ministry and partly from Hannah M. Lessing, managing director of Austria's Holocaust restitution agency.

Mr. Serotta at a Cafe Centropa gathering for Holocaust survivors and their descendants in Vienna last month. Marylise Vigneau for The New York Times


"We immediately took to each other -- we knew what we wanted to do for the survivors," Ms. Lessing said. "As one survivor said, and this links me to Ed, 'Everyone always asked how we died. No one asks us how we lived.'"

Philipp G. Kornreich, 93, has lived one of those extraordinary lives. Born in Vienna, he fled with his parents to Riga in 1938. When the Nazis came there, the family was sent by the Soviets to a poor collective farm in the semidesert in Kazakhstan. It was only in 1947 that he was allowed to return to Vienna, after eight weeks on trains, before ultimately becoming a professor of electrical engineering at Syracuse University.

Now living back in Vienna -- "two blocks from where I started," he said -- he comes to Cafe Centropa to participate in "this nice Jewish community, which is now very small."

Rita Dauber was also there. Her parents were born in Poland, in Czernowitz, now Chernivtsi in Ukraine, and survived the war. "Until the end of their lives, they always refused to speak about it," she said. "For most of these people, their lives are a book. And Ed helped them to tell it."

Later that evening, Mr. Serotta headed to Odesa, where he would run a workshop for Ukrainian teachers on how to use Centropa's educational materials in a country at war. He then went to Bohdanivka, in eastern Ukraine, where in 1941-42, Romanian troops, after taking Odesa, killed up to 54,000 Jews.

In photographs taken by Mr. Serotta: Denis Karalic, a 13-year-old Muslim boy, leaves Sarajevo for Israel on a rescue convoy during the Bosnian Serb siege in February 1994. Edward Serotta


Csaba and Otti at the Hanukkah dance in the Gellert Hotel, Budapest. December 1989. Edward Serotta

Roszi Jakob, 93, in the Jewish community kitchen of Arad, Romania, July 1999. Edward Serotta


This would be his 12th trip to Ukraine since Russia's full-scale invasion in February 2022. He is working on a book about the vanished lives of famous Jewish writers and where they lived -- authors like Isaac Babel, Joseph Roth, Vasily Grossman, Bruno Schulz and Paul Celan -- building on articles in Tablet magazine.

Mr. Serotta, with curly gray hair, a badly repaired retina and a bit of a limp, allows that he may be getting slightly long in the tooth for such an unrelenting schedule. "The whole idea of a 76-year-old, half-blind gay man with a bad leg traveling around a war zone looking for cities where Jewish writers lived seems a bit crazy," he conceded.

But he doesn't much care.

He was born into a small Jewish community in Savannah, Ga. where his father ran a credit jewelry store -- "$5 down and $5 a week," Mr. Serotta said. There were no books in the house, but his father, George, would take his son every weekend to watch the ships that came into the port. His father would call up to sailors, asking if he could bring his son aboard to take a tour.

Once, Mr. Serotta remembered, there was an Israeli ship, the Shalom, and his father brought one of the sailors home to a Sabbath dinner. It all created a wanderlust in him, he said, "just the fantasy of travel."

After a move to Tennessee and unhappily studying marketing at the University of Tennessee, Mr. Serotta moved to Los Angeles, worked on the margins of the music industry and developed an abiding interest in photography.

He got married for four years, then divorced and later came out as gay. He moved to Atlanta in 1980, sold office supplies and was miserable, taking solace in European writers from behind the Iron Curtain whom Philip Roth had championed. So he took off to Prague, Vienna and Budapest, selling freelance articles about the failed anti-Communist uprisings and an Austria unrepentant about the Nazis.

A pin board in Mr. Serotta's kitchen with a portrait of Vasily Grossman, one of his favorite writers. Marylise Vigneau for The New York Times


By 1986 he found himself in Budapest, then Yugoslavia and Romania. There was enough of a market for his freelance work to keep him going, and "then I started photographing Jews," he said, earning him a 300-page file from the Romanian secret police, the Securitate, who suspected he was a Western agent, stirring up trouble in what had been a fiercely antisemitic nation.

In early 1988, he sold everything he owned in Atlanta, except his books, and never returned to America. He moved to Budapest, where he started the work that led to Centropa, publishing a first book of photographs of Jewish life, "Out of the Shadows," then to Prague, Berlin and finally Vienna.

He also covered the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, then reported on the Bosnian Serb siege of Sarajevo in the early 1990s. But it was the tales of vanished and vanishing Jewish life that captivated Mr. Serotta, and no one was documenting it, he said. "In every one of these countries, there were fascinating stories of rediscovery and self-discovery, and I got to be there to document them," he said.

The Centropa archive has now been acquired by the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum as part of its permanent collection.

"It's an incredible resource that helps fill out our understanding of Central and Eastern Europe," said Zachary Paul Levine, director of curatorial affairs at the museum.

As a graduate student, Mr. Levine said, "I often turned to Centropa and found testimonies that helped me understand what life was like on the ground." The way that "Ed has mixed personal documents and testimonies with photos and context made it very rewarding to me."

Mr. Serotta and Tanja Eckstein, the coordinator of Cafe Centropa, arrive for the gathering of Holocaust survivors and their family members in Vienna in September.  Marylise Vigneau for The New York Times


Back at the community center in Vienna, Tanja Eckstein described how she ended up working for Centropa. Her father, born in 1905, was Jewish and survived Dachau after his parents were murdered, but "he wouldn't tell me anything," she said. "He was very traumatized and refused to come to Vienna," making a solitary life in East Berlin.

"I was interested in Jewish history because I had no family," she said. In Vienna's small Jewish community, she heard about Mr. Serotta and his quixotic interest in those who survived the Holocaust and their memories of their lives and villages.

"I told my story to him," she said. "And he gave me a big microphone and a cassette recorder and said, 'Go for it.'"

Ms. Eckstein conducted 71 interviews in the region. "You get close to these people," she said. When they asked when they would see her again,"Ed said, 'Let's get everyone together, all the interviewees.'" The first meeting in 2006 was attended by the American, British and Israeli ambassadors. "Then Ed said, 'Let's do it every month.'"

So was born Cafe Centropa, attended this evening by Kitty Schrott, 90, a Holocaust survivor and now a widow. "It's wonderful to meet friends, to meet Jews," she said, "and not stay at home and get sad."
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A Repressive Russian Ally Feels a Mysterious Thaw From the U.S.

Analysts say they are unsure what the Trump administration hopes to get out of its gifts and concessions to Belarus's autocratic leader.

John Coale, an envoy for President Trump, last month as prisoners released from Belarus arrived at the American Embassy in Vilnius, Lithuania. Kacper Pempel/Reuters



By Valerie Hopkins
Reporting from Minsk, Belarus, and from Vilnius, Lithuania


Oct 15, 2025 at 10:01 AM

When he was first put into the crimson-colored cell with padded walls, Mikola Dziadok thought that his Belarusian jailers had found a new way of tormenting him.

Soon he was whisked into a van with other political prisoners at the central K.G.B. prison in Minsk, the capital. They were ordered not to look out the windows as the vehicle sped down a highway, past the well-kept pastures of northwestern Belarus and across the border into Lithuania.

Suddenly, the van stopped by the side of the road. The doors flung open, and a man addressed them. "Hi, I am John Coale," the man said, according to Mr. Dziadok. "President Trump sent me to free you all."

Mr. Coale, a Trump administration envoy, had helped broker the release of 52 Belarusian political prisoners. His appearance in the country last month was the latest chapter in the United States' unlikely rapprochement with Belarus, an autocratic Eastern European country that is a client state of Russia, which sees itself as fighting a war against the West.

Ties between the United States and Belarus have been in a deep freeze for years because of Belarus's political repression and its assistance in the Russian invasion of Ukraine. There is no public indication that the administration is pushing Belarus to change course on either of these issues, and analysts say it is unclear what the United States hopes to get out of the thaw. The State Department did not respond to a request for comment.

Mikola Dziadok was freed last month after spending a total of almost 10 years in prison for his antigovernment activity. Petras Malukas/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Keith Kellogg, special envoy to Russia and Ukraine -- and Mr. Coale's boss -- has said that the administration wants to make Belarus a conduit for messages to Russia as Mr. Trump tries to bring peace in Ukraine. Mr. Kellogg described the prisoner releases as an unexpected side benefit, though they have given Mr. Trump a chance to burnish his humanitarian credentials.

Mr. Coale has framed the diplomacy as reflecting Mr. Trump's open-arms approach to adversaries that want to discuss normalizing relations. Mr. Trump has shown a particular affinity for strongmen like Belarus's longtime ruler, Aleksandr G. Lukashenko, whom he has called a "highly respected" and "powerful" president. In most of the West, Mr. Lukashenko is reviled as a dictator who continues to run a police state and arrest political opponents, with more than 1,200 still in prison.

For Belarus, analysts say, the warming relations are an easy win for Mr. Lukashenko. He has won concessions from the United States, including the lifting of sanctions on the Belarusian national airline, which some analysts say could benefit both Belarus and Russia. Closer U.S. ties could also serve as a hedge for Belarus as its economic lifeblood, Russia, suffers a slowdown.

The rapprochement presents a quandary for current and former Belarusian prisoners, their advocates and political activists in exile. They want more prisoners freed and acknowledge that will happen only through talks with Mr. Lukashenko. But they worry that the U.S. diplomacy will strengthen him, making political change in Belarus even more remote.

President Alexander G. Lukashenko of Belarus in 2023. He has pitched himself as a mediator between the United States and Russia. Nanna Heitmann for The New York Times


When Mr. Dziadok, 37, was freed last month after spending a total of almost 10 years in prison for his antigovernment activity, he was euphoric. "I was shouting, 'God bless America,'" he said in an interview in Vilnius, Lithuania, where he was taken after being released. "I was so happy. At that moment, I loved the whole American administration."

He quickly added, "But only for that moment."

Releasing Mr. Dziadok and the dozens of others was a "huge humanitarian win for the American administration," said Artyom Shraibman, a Belarusian political analyst at the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center. Yet the diplomacy could be described as "exchanging hostages for goodies," he said, calling it a "very, very big and hard moral question."

Sergei Antusevich, a former labor union leader in Belarus who was released from prison last year, was blunter. "This deal actually encouraged human trafficking," Mr. Antusevich said. "People were actually sold for Boeing parts and aircraft maintenance."

The Trump administration is renewing a normalization effort that came to a halt in 2020, when Mr. Lukashenko, aided by Mr. Putin, suppressed protests against what Western governments called a sham election that kept the Lukashenko regime in power. Two years later, the freeze deepened when the Belarusian leader allowed the Kremlin to use his country as a staging ground for the invasion of Ukraine.

Signs of a turn in U.S. policy emerged shortly after Mr. Trump was inaugurated in January, when a top State Department official, Christopher W. Smith, traveled to Minsk. Mr. Coale and his boss Mr. Kellogg have since made several trips to Belarus, carrying gifts like a letter from Mr. Trump and White House cuff links.

In addition to announcing the lifting of sanctions against the Belarusian airline Belavia last month, Mr. Coale expressed hope of reopening the U.S. Embassy in Minsk, which closed days after the war in Ukraine began in February 2022.

Mr. Coale greeting a former prisoner last month at the American Embassy in Vilnius. Mr. Coale has framed the diplomacy as reflecting President Trump's open-arms approach to adversaries that want to discuss normalizing relations. Kacper Pempel/Reuters


The Trump administration has brokered at least three releases of Belarusian political prisoners, numbering nearly 70 in all, though many prominent figures remain incarcerated. Many of those freed and sent into exile have been stripped of their Belarusian passports. Deprived of adequate food and care, some have emerged from prison in poor condition, including the opposition leader Sergei Tikhanovsky, who lost 132 pounds while behind bars.

Mr. Antusevich, the former labor union leader who was released last year, recounted a meeting with a fellow activist, Aleksandr Yarashuk, after Mr. Yarashuk was freed last month. He said that when he embraced Mr. Yarashuk, it felt as if he were hugging "half a person, because there are just bones left."

The day before Mr. Yarashuk and the others were released, a political prisoner died in detention, the ninth in five years, according to Viasna, a human rights watchdog whose founder, Ales Bialitski, is also in jail.

To some observers, Washington's policy has rewarded Mr. Lukashenko without forcing him to address any of the issues that caused the relationship to crumble in the first place.

Mr. Lukashenko remains "a co-belligerent in a war that Russia itself has said it is waging against the West," said Nigel Gould-Davies, a senior fellow at the International Institute for Strategic Studies and a former British ambassador to Belarus. Minsk has "performed every kind of service for Russia in this war except contributing its own troops," he added.

Russian soldiers during war games last month in Belarus. Nanna Heitmann for The New York Times


Mr. Gould-Davies also noted that Moscow, which has faced intensifying Western sanctions, including on its aviation industry, could benefit if Belarus grew closer to the United States.

"It's clear why Lukashenko wants this, considering he's given away nothing of significance and begun to gain things, which will also put him in Russia's good books," Mr. Gould-Davies said.

"The puzzle is not why Lukashenko is doing this, but why Trump is," he added.

According to Mr. Gould-Davies, the lifting of sanctions on the Belarusian airline could give Russia access to urgently needed spare parts for its aircraft, as well as servicing and maintenance. But aviation experts said they doubted that Mr. Lukashenko would make such transfers because of the penalties he could face for violating sanctions on Russia.

Mr. Lukashenko has said his goal is "full normalization of relations" with the United States, especially in the fields of "politics, economy, trade."

Some observers argue that he is trying to win back room for maneuvering after becoming fully dependent on Russia in 2020 and that it would be pragmatic for Western countries to engage with him and try to change his behavior.

Years of Western sanctions, including on Belarus's banks and mineral exports, have only made the country into what Valery Kavaleuski, a former Belarusian diplomat now in exile, calls "a threat to international peace and security."

Yauheni Preiherman, director of the Minsk Dialogue Council on International Relations, a group seen as close to the Belarusian Foreign Ministry, said the sanctions had pushed Belarus to retaliate in the security and humanitarian spheres, including by sending migrants toward the borders with Poland, Lithuania and Latvia.

Mr. Preiherman said that Mr. Lukashenko was eager not to be "forgotten" in any peace negotiations between Ukraine and Russia, to ensure that if sanctions were lifted on Moscow they were also lifted on Minsk. He also noted that Belarus had contended with economic strains after an initial lift from its assistance to Russia's war effort. Hundreds of thousands of Belarusians have emigrated, causing labor shortages.

Still, Mr. Lukashenko has some cards to play. As repeated Russian drone incursions sow alarm in Europe, analysts say he is using the moment to remind the West that his country is the only thing standing geographically between European countries and Russia. Mr. Lukashenko also sees leverage, analysts say, in the fact that Belarus will be a key in maintaining any peace in Ukraine, with whom it shares a 650-mile border.

Mr. Gould-Davies, the analyst and former ambassador, said that Russia would see weakness in the United States' dealings with Belarus.

"Russia will be taking note," he said, "of how much America is giving away in return for how little."

Tomas Dapkus contributed reporting from Vilnius.
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ICE Is Cracking Down on Chicago. Some Chicagoans Are Fighting Back.

Residents have begun forming volunteer groups to monitor their neighborhoods for federal immigration agents. Others honk their horns or blow whistles when they see agents nearby.

Video: 



By Julie Bosman
Visuals by Jamie Kelter Davis
Reporting from Chicago


Oct 15, 2025 at 01:07 AM

Federal agents deployed tear gas on Chicago residents and more than a dozen police officers on Tuesday, the latest clash in the nation's third-largest city as the Trump administration has carried out its immigration crackdown. 

The clash began on Tuesday morning when federal agents were seen chasing a car through a working-class, heavily Latino neighborhood on the city's far South Side, witnesses said. An S.U.V. driven by the federal agents collided with the car they were pursuing, the Chicago Police Department said, sending that car into another vehicle that was parked nearby. 

After the crash, dozens of additional immigration agents in masks arrived and residents emerged from their houses, gathering on streets and sidewalks, throwing objects at agents and shouting, "ICE go home!" 

As the agents left, they released tear gas, apparently without warning, sending people coughing and running for cover. Among those affected by the gas were 13 Chicago Police Department officers, the police department said, and at least one officer was seen rinsing his eyes out with water from a neighbor's garden hose.

Residents gathered on Tuesday in a far South Side neighborhood after federal agents were involved in a vehicle crash.


People fled after federal agents used tear gas on Tuesday along the street.


A spokeswoman for the Department of Homeland Security said that the federal agents were conducting an immigration enforcement operation when two people tried to flee and hit the agents' vehicle. 

"This incident is not isolated and reflects a growing and dangerous trend of illegal aliens violently resisting arrest and agitators and criminals ramming cars into our law enforcement officers," the D.H.S. said in a statement. The statement said that federal agents used "crowd control measures" after a group of people gathered and turned hostile. 

It was one of many turbulent episodes to erupt in Chicago in recent days. Federal agents from Immigration and Customs Enforcement and the Border Patrol have roamed the city and suburbs making arrests, often pulling up to people walking along sidewalks, stopping them and questioning them.

Video: 

Bystanders filmed federal agents detaining Debbie Brockman, an employee of the TV station WGN, on Friday.

The agents repeatedly have been observed releasing smoke bombs, tear gas and pepper balls to disperse residents who gather or capture videos on cellphones, including when the agents were making arrests in densely populated neighborhoods. Chicago police officers, who have been called to the scenes of some clashes, have been exposed to tear gas from federal agents twice in the last two weeks.

As the intensity of the Trump administration's immigration crackdown has risen, residents of Chicago are increasingly pushing back with fury. 

In the last several weeks, Chicagoans have formed volunteer groups to monitor their neighborhoods for federal immigration agents, posting alerts on Facebook and in Signal group chats when agents are seen. 

People carried milk jugs, sometimes used to rinse eyes after tear gas, as they linked arms after a clash with federal agents the Brighton Park neighborhood in early October.


People captured videos of federal agents near a train station over the weekend.


If agents are spotted on the street, motorists lean on their horns as a warning and sometimes give chase. Around the city last weekend, pairs of volunteers were seen with orange whistles around their necks, blowing the whistles at the first sight of immigration agents.

One Chicago resident, Chris Molitor, stationed himself on a street corner on the North Side on Tuesday, holding a sign denouncing President Trump and wearing a shirt critical of ICE.  

"We're seeing videos of people being abused," said Mr. Molitor, 64, who works in hospitality, nodding in the direction of a local taqueria whose owners were questioned by ICE. "There's got to be a pushback of some kind." 

Last month, Andre Vasquez, a City Council member who is chairman of Chicago's Committee on Immigrant and Refugee Rights, sponsored a "community defense workshop" to inform residents of their rights and help them organize politically.

A Chicago police officer rinsed his eyes with water on Tuesday after federal agents used tear gas on the far South Side.


Earlier this month, people gathered in protest in the Brighton Park neighborhood.


"Chicago's been doing just fine, and then these guys showed up," Mr. Vasquez said of federal immigration officers. "There is big concern about what these unidentified, masked men are doing in this city without accountability. Chicagoans are just trying to live their life. We're not going to tolerate unconstitutional authoritarianism."

Bystanders have posted videos of arrests that appear unrelated to violations of immigration law.

Debbie Brockman, an employee of the TV station WGN, was pinned to the ground and arrested by Border Patrol agents on Friday while walking to a bus stop. A Border Patrol official said that Ms. Brockman had thrown an object at federal agents. Ms. Brockman's lawyer called the arrest an attack. Ms. Brockman was released without charges. 

Yarelly Jimenez, 21, a resident of Chicago's East Side neighborhood, said that immigration arrests had been the talk of the neighborhood and among her family. 

Video: 

A federal agent stopped Warren King as he ran out of a Walgreens on Tuesday. This video includes explicit language.

Ms. Jimenez and two others were recording federal agents in a Walgreens on Tuesday and hurriedly left the store to get away from them, she said. 

Inside, shoppers yelled at federal agents, videos taken by bystanders show. "Real Americans don't want you here!" one man said.

An agent grabbed one of Ms. Jimenez's companions, Warren King, 19, on his way out, asking him why he was running and pinning him to the ground. It was uncertain what Mr. King was accused of, and D.H.S. officials did not immediately provide a reason for his arrest.

Video taken by another bystander and posted to social media captured Ms. Jimenez shouting at the agent in a panic.

"He's a citizen!" she said. 

Residents linked arms in the Brighton Park neighborhood after a confrontation with federal agents earlier this month.


Robert Chiarito and Arijeta Lajka contributed reporting.
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Newsom Rejects Bills Providing Benefits to Slavery Descendants

Gov. Gavin Newsom of California vetoed bills that would have provided tangible benefits to those descendants, though he approved a state agency to determine who qualifies for potential reparations.

Supporters of reparations for Black Californians rallied outside City Hall in San Francisco in 2023. The movement faces challenges as state leaders consider forms of compensation. Eric Risberg/Associated Press



By Laurel Rosenhall
Reporting from Sacramento


Oct 15, 2025 at 09:12 PM

Just a few years ago, it seemed that California would be the first state to provide reparations to Black residents whose ancestors were enslaved.

In 2020, California created the first state task force to study how to remedy the harms caused by slavery, an issue that had long been discussed but rarely acted upon. Three years later, that panel recommended more than 100 ideas, including $1.2 million payments for some older Black Californians.

But since then, California's movement toward reparations has slowed as state leaders have had to decide whether to spend actual tax dollars on tangible benefits and as the public remains opposed to providing compensation.

Gov. Gavin Newsom, a Democrat, signed legislation this month to create a state agency that will determine who qualifies as a descendant of slavery. But he vetoed measures that would have given descendants preference in college admissions, home loan assistance and restitution for property seized in past years by the government through eminent domain.

"Establishing this agency is an incredibly powerful demonstration and first step, but many folks are past the window-dressing moment," said Isaac Bryan, a Democratic assemblyman who wrote the college admissions bill.



Dr. Akilah Weber Pierson, a Democratic state senator. Rich Pedroncelli/Associated Press

Isaac Bryan, a Democratic assemblyman. Andri Tambunan for The New York Times


The slow progress shows that even liberal California has softened its embrace of racial justice after the Minneapolis police killing of George Floyd in 2020. 

President Trump has had a chilling effect this year as he has canceled federal diversity programs, scrutinized universities over racial preferences and discouraged the Smithsonian Institution from focusing on "how bad slavery was." 

The Supreme Court's 2023 decision banning affirmative action has also complicated some efforts. In objecting to the bill that would give admissions preference to descendants of slavery, Rosilicie Ochoa Bogh, a Republican state senator, questioned how the policy could pass constitutional muster. 

And Mr. Newsom may have less political motivation than he did before as he weighs the possibility of running for president in 2028. A majority of Americans oppose taxpayer-funded reparations, and the nation as a whole is more conservative than California.

As a party, Democrats are grappling with the possibility that one reason they have lost power was that they focused too much on identity politics.

In California, civil rights activists have been divided on reparations, with some focusing on monetary restitution and others embracing a more incremental approach. Members of the California Legislative Black Caucus recognized the political headwinds and removed the term "reparations" from their legislative package. They instead called it the "road to repair" to signal that their focus was not on cash payments. 

Elsewhere, Gov. Wes Moore of Maryland, a Democrat, vetoed legislation this year that would have created a commission to recommend reparations for residents whose ancestors were enslaved in the state. Mr. Moore, the nation's only current Black governor, said he wanted to deliver results for people, not "another study."

Gov. Gavin Newsom signed legislation to create an agency that would help identify descendants of enslaved people. But he vetoed several measures that would have provided state benefits to those descendants. Andri Tambunan for The New York Times


In a 2021 Pew Research Center survey, 68 percent of Americans said the descendants of people enslaved in the United States should not be repaid in some way, a feeling largely held by respondents who were white, Asian or Hispanic. But 77 percent of Black Americans said they supported reparations.

In California, a 2023 poll by the Institute of Governmental Studies at the University of California, Berkeley, found that 59 percent of voters opposed the state task force's recommendation to provide cash payments to descendants of slaves.

Mr. Newsom's actions indicate that he is trying to thread the needle, recognizing where the electorate stands but looking for ways to support the movement. 

"He's behaved like most Democratic Party politicians, which is to some degree evade making a full commitment to reparations," said William A. Darity Jr., a Duke University professor of public policy and African American studies who served as a consultant to California's reparations task force.

Mr. Newsom has done more than any other politician by signing the bill that created the new state agency, Dr. Darity said. "And that's somewhat telling," he said with a chuckle. 

Dr. Darity believes that it is financially impossible for state and local governments to implement reparations. Closing the racial wealth gap in California would cost more than the entire state budget, Dr. Darity estimates. When California's reparations task force recommended payments for specific harms such as housing discrimination and mass incarceration, the totals added up to billions more than what California spends each year. 



Los Angeles County returned land, known as Bruce's Beach, to descendants of a Black family whose beachfront property was taken through a racially motivated government seizure in 1924. But Mr. Newsom rejected a measure this year that would have expanded that approach. Gabriella Angotti-Jones for The New York Times


Though California joined the union as a free state in 1850, its courts enforced fugitive slave laws, and the reparations task force found that more than 2,000 enslaved people were brought to the state.

Last year, Mr. Newsom signed legislation officially apologizing on behalf of the state "for the perpetration of gross human rights violations and crimes against humanity on African slaves and their descendants." In 2021, he signed a bill allowing Los Angeles County to return a beachfront park to the great-grandchildren of a Black couple whose property was taken through eminent domain in 1924. 

But Mr. Newsom was not willing to expand such restitution this year. He vetoed legislation on Monday that would have created a statewide system for the government to compensate people whose property had been taken through similar "racially motivated" actions. He said in a veto message that the state could not afford huge costs that were not included in the state budget. (A legislative committee had estimated that compensation could cost the state as much as hundreds of millions of dollars.)

In vetoing legislation that would have given college admissions preference to the descendants of enslaved people, Mr. Newsom wrote that a new law was unnecessary because colleges already had the option to do that. He also argued that a proposal that would have designated 10 percent of funding for a state home loan program for reparations recipients was legally risky and could jeopardize federal dollars.

Akilah Weber Pierson, a Democratic state senator who leads the California Legislative Black Caucus, was the author of the measure to create a state agency to verify whose lineage dates back to slavery. Despite the governor's vetoes, she hailed his approval of her bill as a critical first step.  

"You can't start distributing things, whether it's housing or educational benefits or any cash payments, until you are able to establish lineage," she said.

Still, Ms. Weber Pierson said she was well aware of the political realities.

"We are not in a position as a state where we can do everything that we would like to do," she said. "There are some financial issues. There are currently also some political issues." 
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He Won a Tony. Then Came the Hard Part: Facing His Demons.

In his solo Off Broadway show "Other," Ari'el Stachel explores the anxiety that has exacerbated his struggles with being an Arab Jew.

Video: 



By Robin Pogrebin



Oct 15, 2025 at 04:09 PM

When Ari'el Stachel took the stage of Radio City Music Hall in 2018 to accept the Tony Award for his performance in "The Band's Visit," he seemed on top of the world. "I want any kid who's watching to know that your biggest obstacle may turn into your purpose," he said at the end of his emotional speech.

But at an after-party later that night, he had to keep bolting to the bathroom for paper towels to blot the flop sweat caused by his social anxiety and lifelong sense of inadequacy.

That juxtaposition between publicly celebrating a professional triumph and privately wrestling with personal turmoil is the focus of Stachel's new Off Broadway solo play, "Other," which opens Sunday at the Greenwich House Theater. It is in previews now, and scheduled to run through Dec. 6.

The play tells "the story of a guy who, in what should be the greatest time in his life, crashes the hardest and has to go on a hunt to understand why this is happening," Stachel, 34, a warm, voluble presence, said in a recent interview.

"I didn't write this play to wave a flag," Ari'el Stachel said. "But I certainly don't mind that people will come face to face with a Jewish story that is not the Jewish story we've heard over and over." Amir Hamja for The New York Times


In the play, Stachel candidly recounts the challenges he has grappled with: his identity issues as an Arab Jew (his mother is an Ashkenazi American; his father a Yemenite Israeli); his effort to fit in with middle school classmates by passing for Black on the basketball court; the distance he publicly put between himself and his thick-bearded, dark-skinned father amid anti-Arab sentiment after 9/11; and his push to land more complex acting roles than stereotypes like "Terrorist No. 2."

Written by Stachel and directed by Tony Taccone, the production also has moments of levity, like when Stachel jokes about the excuses he gave for his profuse, anxiety-induced sweating (spicy curry, a rushed bike ride, faulty air-conditioning). And at times Stachel even breaks into song, gracing the audience with the mellifluous voice that helped win him a Tony.

He takes the audience back to the Bay Area in the mid-1990s, where he grew up and where he first experienced outsiderness. At 5, he received a diagnosis of obsessive-compulsive disorder. Stachel recounts how his therapist encouraged him to name the voice in his head that was "telling you something bad might happen if you don't do things a certain way." Stachel settled on naming it Meredith, after the evil stepmom in the movie "The Parent Trap."

Video: 


He was the only "brown kid" in his Jewish day school, where a classmate taunted, "You're too dark to be Jewish!" When his father surprised him after school one day, a friend asked, "That yo pops? Yo daddy A-Rab?"

As he recounts in the play, the young Ari'el stammered in response: "Ummm, man ... well ... um ... that's not actually my dad ... that's my ... uncle ... through marriage. ... It's a long story, but my aunt married him, and my real dad died ... so ... he raises me and calls himself my dad."

For years, Stachel struggled to figure out who he was and where he belonged.

"I skipped my high school graduation so that I wouldn't be seen with my dad," he says in the play. "I was living a double life."

The first time he told his father about having disavowed him as a child was onstage when he performed the play in Berkeley, Calif.; he couldn't bring himself to do it any earlier. "When I saw him after, it was like a truck ran through him," Stachel said in the interview. "I think he felt like he wasn't able to fully protect me. I don't see it that way. I just see it as: It's life. You're beautiful. Dad, I write this to honor you. I write this to honor your lineage."

Stachel attended Oakland School for the Arts, which led him to New York University's Tisch School of the Arts. Eventually, he started getting bit parts on TV shows like "Blue Bloods" and "Jessica Jones."

"It was not just an escape professionally, but it was my lifeline -- my whole life," Stachel said of acting. "That raw ability to transform came as a survival mechanism that I later learned could be a profession."

Then came his breakout performance as a womanizing, soulful trumpet player in "The Band's Visit," which follows the adventures of a touring Egyptian band stranded in an Israeli village. He received the Tony for best performance by an actor in a featured role in a musical. (In his review, Ben Brantley wrote in The New York Times that the actor's "smooth jazz vocals dazzle in the style of his character's idol, Chet Baker.")

In "The Band's Visit," Tony Shalhoub, left, and Stachel played members of an Egyptian ensemble who meet an Israeli cafe proprietor, played by Katrina Lenk. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


Though appreciative of being featured in the acclaimed production, Stachel said the experience was fraught. He said he was not considered for the Israeli roles. Some Middle Eastern actors and fellow cast members questioned why an Israeli was playing an Arab part, even though Stachel is also Arab. And he didn't feel comfortable in this interstitial state -- which made him start thinking about creating his own theatrical work.

"There was never quite a place of rest," Stachel said. "Part of why I wrote this play is that I have never seen my culture reflected, ever: a Jewish person with roots in the Arab world.

"I didn't write this play to wave a flag," he continued. "But I certainly don't mind that people will come face to face with a Jewish story that is not the Jewish story we've heard over and over in this country. It's time to widen that canon."

In 2018, Orin Wolf, the lead producer of "The Band's Visit," encouraged Stachel to send pages of his work-in-progress to Taccone, then the artistic director of Berkeley Rep Theater, where the play ultimately had its first production in 2023. The show subsequently had a run at Theater J in Washington, D.C., in January 2025, then last summer at Berkshire Theater Group, which also hosted a reading of it in 2024 -- all with the previous title, "Out of Character."

Taccone urged Stachel to focus the play on his anxiety, given the prevalence of mental health issues among young people. "It's become the touchstone in our world now for generations of kids," Taccone said. "He's tapping the cultural zeitgeist. It's a widespread phenomenon and everyone is relating to it."

The director also said he initially responded to Stachel's "level of honesty and transparency," as did the actress LaChanze, who became the play's lead producer in New York. "It will create a space of empathy and understanding," she said. "Right now we're in a time when we are all so polarized, and I think it would be really helpful for us to see each other as human beings."

"Other" is scheduled to run through Dec. 6 at Greenwich House. Amir Hamja for The New York Times


The road after "The Band's Visit" wasn't always smooth, which Stachel hints at in the show. In 2021, he left the Public Theater's adaptation of "The Visitor" out of concern over the musical's depiction of his Arab American character. (At the time, the theater said in a statement that they had "made a mutual decision that he will step away.") The show was based on Tom McCarthy's 2008 film about two undocumented immigrants who help a white middle-aged professor get a new lease on life.

The Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas-led attacks in Israel occurred between the play's first two productions; so Stachel incorporated a reference to the Israel-Gaza conflict in his script, in particular how he straddled his own Arab and Jewish identities. "It was not about the conflict at large, but about how I was trying to piece together this fracture within my family and within my social groups," he said. "I tried to be a unifier."

He also talks in the play about deciding to weigh in on the war on social media ("I can try to be a bridge"), only to regret it in the face of harsh blowback.

Particularly contentious, he said, was his Instagram message to Zohran Mamdani, the New York City Democratic mayoral candidate, in which he urged him to "name anti-Semitism clearly," and said he was willing to partner with him "to create a coalition of Jews and Muslims of every race, every background who believe in a New York that belongs to everyone without erasure."

Going forward, Stachel said he would like to take part in more projects that represent his identity and experience -- projects that "start conversations" and that give opportunities to others with his cultural background. Stachel says he has "a kooky dream" of doing a Yemenite "Fiddler on the Roof."

"I believe that it's actually a service," Stachel said of his show. "The way that it cracks people open makes it worth it." Amir Hamja for The New York Times


While he still sweats under stress, Stachel said his anxiety doesn't usually get the better of him these days. Ironically, performing the play -- wrestling with that fear night after night -- is a kind of therapy all its own.

"I only like to live at the depths of my soul," he said. "That level of intensity is like a sedative for me. I go onstage and I just ring myself out, and now I'm open and other people are open."

Indeed, his remaining discomfort is outweighed by the strong response he has been getting from audiences, who greet him at the stage door to share their own struggles -- of discrimination, of being disabled, of having had parents in an internment camp -- and express gratitude for his having made them feel seen and less alone.

"My favorite part of the show is after," Stachel said. "I believe that it's actually a service. The way that it cracks people open makes it worth it.

"That has been the reward of this, which is why the cost doesn't really matter," he added. "Because, why else be an artist?"
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They Each Own 50 Credit Cards. Should You?

A growing number of Americans are making thousands by exploiting credit card reward offers.




By David Wignall



Oct 11, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Forget dog walking or lawn mowing. Matthew Palm's side hustle is signing up for credit cards.

Every few months, Mr. Palm, a 57-year-old freelance television producer who lives in Illinois, goes online and applies for a new credit card.

He opens only cards that come with a sign-up bonus: a reward of a few hundred dollars in points for new customers who reach a modest spending target.

"The highest point of anxiety is when you click the submit button for your latest card application," he said. "And then, as soon as it's approved, there's that adrenaline hit."

Each sign-up bonus is small, so to make a decent income, Mr. Palm keeps applying. During the seven years he has been into this side hustle, he estimates, he and his wife have opened more than 50 cards.

The promotional bonuses have netted his family more than $40,000, he said.

Mr. Palm is a member of what is known as the churning community -- people who regularly open credit cards to harvest lucrative promotional rewards. The churning logic is simple: Hundreds of credit cards come with sign-up bonuses. So why not apply for as many cards as possible?

Mr. Palm doesn't consider himself an extreme churner. While he has opened more than 50 cards over seven years, he knows of others who open 20 cards annually. Some people have been at it for decades.

Isaac Khor, a doctoral student at Northeastern University, has been opening credit cards since the start of the pandemic. "I'm up 15 grand this year," he said. "Ph.D. stipends are not that high, so this actually does dramatically augment my income."

Churners come from all walks of life. Some are young adults, others are stay-at-home parents, and still others are wealthy professionals. But most have a few traits in common.

"It's a hobby for people that enjoy reading the fine print," Mr. Khor said. A typical churner loves squeezing the last dollar out of every deal, even if that requires several hours of spreadsheet management each week.

Lindsay Ash started churning 15 years ago, opening credit cards for herself and her husband. The couple, who live in California, have roughly 60 active cards.

"The amount you can eke out of it is ridiculous," she said. "I still have 'pinch myself' moments all the time." In addition to the cash -- five figures each year, she said -- her churning supports annual vacations to Japan, Florida and Hawaii.

One Wrong Step Can Wreck Your Credit

Churning isn't for everyone. The hobby requires cash upfront, since unlocking a sign-up bonus usually requires customers to reach a spending threshold. One wrong step can wreck your credit score and lead to a hefty interest charge.

"If you are at all remotely uncertain about your finances and juggling bills, stay away," Mr. Palm said.

But churners often have surprisingly high credit scores. While opening a new credit line can lower a customer's score, having low credit utilization -- spending only a small fraction of one's available credit -- can raise it. Because churners often have access to vast amounts of credit through their card collections, many enjoy superprime scores.

Card issuers know that thousands of people are profiting from their promotional offers. But it's a hard issue to solve.

"The problem is one of adverse selection," said Roger Hochschild, former chief executive of Discover Financial Services, a popular card issuer that Capital One later acquired.

Credit card companies make most of their money in two ways. When customers don't pay off their balances, issuers often charge extremely high interest rates. And every time customers swipe their cards to make purchases, issuers earn a small fee. As a result, credit card companies want to persuade as many customers as possible to swipe with their cards.

"To get them to get a new credit card, you've got to catch their attention," Mr. Hochschild said. Hence the decades-long cycle of promotional offers, with issuers introducing new cash-back categories and one-time bonuses every year.

Internally, financial analysts at credit card companies often project that most customers will sign up for a card and then use it for most of their purchases, Mr. Hochschild said. That way, issuers will lose money on the promotional offers but make up for it in swipe fees and interest payments over time.

But that assumption can backfire, especially when offers are too attractive. Then a rush of people seeking to game the system can flood in. "Every person who just does the letter of the promotion and no more, you lose money on," Mr. Hochschild said.

Issuers take steps to avoid this. Chase recently cracked down on customers who try to sign up for the same credit card several times. American Express has done the same. But issuers can't discriminate with publicly advertised offers, or else "you will run into issues with regulators," Mr. Hochschild said.

Taking Advantage of Loopholes

It's hard to know the exact size of the churning community. A Reddit page on the practice has tens of thousands of weekly visitors, and popular websites and podcasts on the topic rack up thousands of monthly views.

Far more people participate casually, taking advantage of the occasional juicy promo offer. A 2023 study published by the Federal Reserve Board estimates that sophisticated credit card users receive $15 billion annually at the expense of people who carry balances and don't take advantage of rewards.

Max Gunara, a 30-year-old business owner, estimates that credit card companies and airlines lose $30,000 to $50,000 a year on his perks and bonuses. While he pays $15,000 in annual fees on his personal and corporate cards, he earns roughly 3.3 points per dollar of spending. Because he owns several businesses, his expenses are in the low seven figures.

"I have 41 credit cards and I want to say 19 million points that I'm sitting on at the moment," Mr. Gunara said. He observed that for every person trying to optimize rewards, there were "10 to a hundred" others who didn't take advantage of the benefits on their high-fee cards.

"It is a massive wealth transfer to me," he said.

Some cards also offer a zero percent interest rate for the first 12 months as a sign-up bonus. Mr. Gunara used one such card to borrow $76,000 interest free, before paying off the balance soon before it was due.

"In today's interest rate environment, that is the cheapest form of business credit you can get," he said.

Some people go even further. Cardholders earn cash back when they rack up huge balances, so they are often on the lookout for manufactured spending, or loopholes that allow users to build expenses without actually spending money.

"Back in the day, it was possible to order dollar coins from the Mint and pay for them" with a card to earn a sign-up bonus, Ms. Ash, the churner from California, said. Other techniques include buying gift cards, overpaying taxes and purchasing gold bars at Costco to earn cash back and reach promotional thresholds.

Some people also participate in what are known as buying groups. Stores often tell customers that they can buy only a limited number of in-demand products, like newly released iPhones or electronics on sale. But some companies want to buy products in bulk. To circumvent the limits, the firms will work with a buying group, in which hundreds or thousands of individuals will each purchase the product separately and then resell it to the bulk buyer. That way, the buyer gets all the product it wants, and the group members harvest credit card rewards.

Churners say such tricks are growing harder to find. Whenever a moneymaking technique becomes too popular, businesses close the loophole, or go bankrupt. As a result, many people keep their techniques secret so they can remain profitable for longer.

"For every loophole that closes, another one opens," Mr. Gunara said.
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Is the Fed Too Confident About Inflation? Some Economists Think So.

The central bank confronts "no risk-free path" in balancing the risks of a sharp slowdown in the labor market and resurgent price pressures.

The Federal Reserve is constrained in how much it can cut interest rates if the labor market does not weaken.  Sarah Silbiger/Reuters



By Colby Smith
Colby Smith covers the Federal Reserve.


Oct 15, 2025 at 04:30 PM

Jerome H. Powell, the chair of the Federal Reserve, says there is "no risk-free path" for the central bank now that the labor market has cooled and inflation has picked back up. If officials focus on stamping out price pressures by keeping interest rates elevated, they risk harming the labor market. If they take steps to shore up the labor market by cutting borrowing costs, inflation could prove harder to contain.

So far, Mr. Powell appears more willing to take a gamble on inflation. His rationale is that the risks to the labor market have grown much more pronounced after a sharp slowdown in hiring this summer. All signs point to the Fed's cutting interest rates for a second time this year when it meets next, at the end of the month. Projections released in September showed that most officials saw room for another quarter-point reduction at its final gathering of the year, in December.

But the Fed may not have wiggle room to cut interest rates much more than that if the labor market does not weaken. Doing so would risk getting inflation stuck above the central bank's 2 percent target, some economists warn.

"The idea that we stay at levels that are meaningfully away from target is a real risk for the Fed," said Matthew Luzzetti, chief U.S. economist at Deutsche Bank. "Easing policy at the margins will help to keep inflation at higher levels for longer."

Mr. Powell's more sanguine view on inflation -- which is shared by other members of the Federal Open Market Committee -- stems from his belief that President Trump's tariffs will result in only a one-off rise in consumer prices rather than successive rounds that will lead to persistently higher inflation. He has also made the case that a weaker labor market will keep a lid on how much consumer prices can ultimately rise, especially as wage growth stays subdued, unemployment rises and spending slows overall.

So far, the impact of the president's levies -- which include broad-based tariffs on nearly all the country's trading partners as well as sector-specific duties -- has been more muted than officials at the Fed initially expected. Not only has it taken longer to show up in the consumer price data than anticipated but the rise in prices for everyday items has also been less intense than expected.

But what has made some economists, and in fact some Fed officials, wary is that measures of underlying inflation show that progress has stalled toward the central bank's target.

"That is a signal that there's more to what's going on with inflation than just tariffs," said Loretta Mester, who was president of the Cleveland Fed until last year.

One gauge, which strips out volatile food and energy prices, is currently running at an annualized pace of 3.5 percent. Stephen Stanley, chief U.S. economist at Santander, argues that an even more accurate metric is one that removes travel-related components like airfares and hotel rates, given that they tend to "gyrate wildly."

That measure is running at an even higher annualized pace of 3.9 percent, as of the August data, which is the most recent because of the government shutdown. Mr. Stanley said that metric suggested "progress toward 2 percent is substantially less than meets the eye and certainly insufficient to allow the F.O.M.C. to let down its guard on inflation just yet."

Another point of concern is what happens if the labor market stabilizes rather than deteriorates further from here, a possibility given that some of the recent slowdown in monthly jobs growth stems from a reduction in the supply of workers because of Mr. Trump's crackdown on immigration as opposed to a pullback in demand for new hires.

"The risk here is that we just never get enough weakness to cause inflation to go back to 2 percent," said Dean Maki, chief economist for Point72, a hedge fund. A "full-blown recession" would eliminate any lingering concerns about services inflation, he added, but so far no Fed official is forecasting such a significant downturn. Neither is Mr. Maki. Instead he expects core inflation to stay above 3 percent most of next year as the unemployment rate rises to 4.8 percent. It stood at 4.3 percent in August.

What has given officials at the Fed some comfort is that expectations from consumers and investors about future inflation over a longer time horizon have so far stayed contained, suggesting that people are not yet losing faith in the Fed's ability to eventually get price pressures under control again.

But for former officials like Ms. Mester, the foremost concern is whether that will start to change. She said the Fed had already lost some of its credibility with the public after inflation surged in the aftermath of the pandemic. It has now been roughly five years since inflation has been at the Fed's 2 percent target.

Some current policymakers at the Fed have echoed that worry. "Two more years would be a long time to wait for a return to our target, and that possibility weighs on my judgment for appropriate monetary policy," Michael Barr, a Fed governor, said recently.

Others have joined him in expressing caution about how much further to lower interest rates, including several presidents across the regional banks like Lorie Logan, Beth Hammack and Jeffrey Schmid.

Even Stephen Miran -- the newest governor, appointed by Mr. Trump, who has called for substantially lower interest rates -- said at a CNBC event on Wednesday that he did not expect inflation to reach the 2 percent target for another year and a half.

"If credibility is lost, then it makes the job to get back to 2 percent inflation and full employment much harder, because part of what you're doing is trying to change behavior," Ms. Mester said.

"People have to believe that inflation is going to be 2 percent or else they're going to start acting on higher expectations," she added, "and then that makes it much harder to bring inflation down."
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A Hike to Crazy Horse Stirs Patriotism and Doubt

Thousands took part in a biannual hike to a South Dakota mountaintop, where a sculpture of the Lakota chief is in its 77th year of construction.

Video: 



By Will Higginbotham
Visuals by Vincent Alban
Reporting from Custer, S.D.


Oct 10, 2025 at 10:03 AM

Under dark skies at six o'clock on a recent morning, headlights began streaming into the Crazy Horse Memorial complex near Custer, S.D. Once the sun was above the Black Hills, the first wave of hikers, more than 1,000 people, strode past a welcome banner.

As they wended toward the summit of Thunderhead Mountain, they paused now and then to gaze up at the enormous face carved into the granite more than six thousand feet above sea level.

Emerging from that same rock was a gigantic left hand, with a 29-foot, six-inch index finger pointing across the mountains and toward the Pine Ridge Native American Reservation, a longtime home of the Oglala Lakota tribe.

The face and hand are part of a colossal carving now in its 77th year of construction. If and when the work is completed, it will depict the Oglala Lakota chief Crazy Horse astride a fast-galloping stallion. At 563 feet high and 642 feet long, it will be the world's largest sculpture, nearly ten times as tall and three times as long as the Great Sphinx of Giza.

"You can really see they're ramping up progress," said Jeff Tuschen, 63, a retired farmer from Salem, S.D., who was making his 12th visit.

The summit is closed to the public all but two days of the year, when the operators of the Crazy Horse Memorial allow visitors to walk a 3-mile or 6-mile loop and view the sculpture-in-progress up close. The recent hike, on Sept. 28, drew 5,170 people, according to the organizers.

Wendy Farmer, center, is a regular visitor to the Crazy Horse Memorial and the nearby Mount Rushmore. "You gotta see both," she tells friends, "because they're both the United States of America."


Josh Buczynski, a 50-year-old produce manager, made the trip from Billings, Mont., with his wife and son. "I've been to Crazy Horse maybe 10 times over 30 years," he said early in the hike, "and I notice a big improvement in the hand."

Crazy Horse was born around 1840, when the nearby plains teemed with millions of buffalo. He earned the name Tasunke Witko (translated as Crazy Horse or His Horse Is Wild) after proving himself in combat. He became known to the wider American public in 1876, when he helped defeat Gen. George Custer and the Seventh Cavalry at the Battle of Little Bighorn. Crazy Horse was killed four months after that.

The monument in his honor came about in response to that other great American rock sculpture, Mount Rushmore, which lies about 17 miles away. Opened to the public in 1941, the smaller Mount Rushmore took 14 years to complete.

Darrah Goggles, who was taking part in the hike for the first time, looked out at the crowd. "It breaks my heart a little that I don't see more tribal people," Ms. Goggles, a 45-year-old Blackfeet tribe member, said. "It seems very touristy."

"At least people who come here might learn a lot about the Lakota," said her husband, Carlino Goggles, 38.

The statue at the Crazy Horse Memorial welcome center is the model for the colossal mountain carving in the distance.


Carlino Goggles, left, and Darrah Goggles. Vincent Alban/The New York Times

Carlino Goggles, left, and Darrah Goggles were among the more than 5,000 hikers.

The memorial's origins can be traced to 1939, when the Lakota elder Henry Standing Bear wrote to Korczak Ziolkowski, a Boston-born sculptor, proposing a monument meant to show "that the red man had great heroes, too."

Mr. Ziolkowski said yes and made South Dakota his home. He oversaw the blasting of millions of tons of rock while devoting half his life to the project. Since his death in 1982, his second wife, his 10 children and many of his grandchildren have carried on his work. The 88-foot-high face of Crazy Horse was not completed until June 3, 1998.

Gene Tierney and Laurel Spence, both 70 and retired, said they had listened to an audiobook, "The Journey of Crazy Horse: A Lakota History" by Joseph M. Marshall III, on the drive from Minnesota. "For me, the story of this place operates on so many levels," said Mr. Tierney, who was making his 10th visit. "The white man is not the hero of this story, and it's good to be reminded of that."

Hikers chose between a 3-mile or 6-mile trail on the day the summit was open to the public.


Derek Thunder Hawk, an Oglala Lakota tribe member, was on his sixth Crazy Horse hike. He likes to run to the summit, where he burns sage and says a prayer. "A lot of people think we are wiped out," he said. "When you see something like this, or someone like me, well, it's a reminder of who the people of this land are, and that we are not dead."

"I know a lot of people have different opinions about this," Mr. Thunder Hawk, 37, continued, gesturing toward the sculpture. "But it's about the only thing we have got."

He was referring to the debates that have surrounded the monument for many years. The detractors say it is a desecration, given that it has required the blasting and reshaping of a peak in the Black Hills, a mountain range considered sacred by the Lakota. Critics also argue that the privately funded Crazy Horse Memorial, which raises money through donations and admissions fees, has eaten millions of dollars that might have gone toward people living on reservations.

And then there is the more practical concern of what Crazy Horse looked like. He was never photographed, and so the face is the result of an educated guess.

Joseph Cross, a retired military veteran who, like Crazy Horse, is an Oglala Lakota, was walking through a thicket of birches with his wife, Doris Cross. What did they think Crazy Horse himself might think of the memorial?

Joseph Cross, a military veteran, prayed at the summit.


"I think he would like this," Mrs. Cross, 63, said. "I just want more Lakota and more people to come up and see it."

Mr. Cross, 65, was a little more skeptical. "There are a lot of homeless natives out there," he said. "I think what he would do is take all the energy and resources being put into this and apply it to the people."

Days before the hike, the plight of the Lakota was in the news because of an announcement made by Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth. In a video post, Mr. Hegseth said that the Medals of Honor awarded to soldiers who carried out the 1890 killings of more than 300 Native Americans, including unarmed women and children, near the Wounded Knee Creek on the Pine Ridge Reservation would not be revoked.

In 2019, Democratic lawmakers introduced legislation to revoke the medals given to 20 United States Army soldiers involved in the massacre. That led to a review by a board of retired military officers. The initiative was in keeping with the formal apology issued by Congress in 1990 to the descendants of the people killed at Wounded Knee. In his Sept. 25 video, Mr. Hegseth said the soldiers "will keep their medals," adding that they "deserved those medals."

"I'm a military man myself," Mr. Cross said during the hike, "and everything that Hegseth said I disagree with. That was a massacre, a crime against humanity, the slaughter of my people. They should be awarding the Great Sioux men who protected those women and children at Wounded Knee with medals."

Video: 


The left hand of Crazy Horse includes a realistic thumbnail. Vincent Alban/The New York Times

The left hand of Crazy Horse includes a realistic fingernail. Vincent Alban/The New York Times

A realistic giant thumbnail and a patriotic walking stick.

Some hikers huddled near the hand, admiring a piece of mica that shimmered in the sun. Delia Valdez, 68, and her husband, Andy Valdez, 71, who had made the trip from Houston, were seated on a boulder.

"I didn't know how much of a hike this would be," Mrs. Valdez said between sips of water. "I came here in '82, and back then it wasn't much, just a tiny hole in a mountain."

Mr. Valdez took a few pictures and lowered his camera. "When you see it," he said, "it makes you proud to be an American."

Wendy Farmer, a retired army veteran from Tennessee who has lived in South Dakota for four years, felt the same way. Whenever friends visit, she said, she takes them to both grand monuments in her adopted home state.

"I say, 'Let's go to Mount Rushmore,' because everyone knows that," Ms. Farmer, 65, said. "And then I say it's mandatory to go here. Not a lot of folks know it yet, and then they come here and find out that Crazy Horse is where they wanted to go all along. I always, always, say, 'You gotta see both, because they're both the United States of America."

Only one person Ms. Farmer had taken to the Crazy Horse Memorial had been unimpressed. "She's a white lady from Florida, and we've been friends for 20 years, but she was not moved at all," she said. "I think she had more fun at the winery."

At the summit, the hikers were jubilant. The face of Crazy Horse, its eyes larger than S.U.V.s, seemed to dwarf the crowd. Amid the throng stood two of Mr. Ziolkowski's grandchildren, the brothers Caleb and Vaughn, who are among the family members carrying on the sculptor's project.

The yellow crane, which arrived in the spring, has helped the work go faster.


"My grandfather passed away before I was born, but I hope he would like what we're doing here," said Caleb, 41, who returned to South Dakota after earning a Ph.D. and finding himself on a career path in academia. "This is a piece of art that, when finished, will last for thousands of years. Who wouldn't want to be a part of that?"

For the brothers, the biannual group hikes represent a chance for the public to connect with the project up close. "My grandmother knew we had to finish the face first," Caleb said, "because it's easier to understand the vision when the vision starts staring back at you."

Tiffany Taylor, a cosmetologist, had traveled from Minnesota with a friend. At the top of the mountain, they embraced. "My dad is Lakota," Ms. Taylor, 53, said, "and this is one of my bucket list things to do. It's my first time hiking."

Nearby, Mr. Cross, the Lakota military veteran, touched the face of Crazy Horse. Then he closed his eyes. "I pray for my people," he said. "I pray for this country. I'm praying that things get better for everybody."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/10/style/a-hike-to-crazy-horse-stirs-patriotism-and-doubt.html
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Madagascar Military Seizes Power, Then Nation Explodes in Joy

The change in power came after Parliament voted to impeach President Andry Rajoelina, who faced mounting pressure after weeks of Gen Z protests.

People in Madagascar cheer after the impeachment of President Andry Rajoelina, in Antananarivo, the capital, on Tuesday. Sergey Ponomarev for The New York Times



By John Eligon
Reporting from Antananarivo, Madagascar


Oct 14, 2025 at 01:12 PM

Madagascar erupted into cheers on Tuesday at the stunning fall of President Andry Rajoelina, who was impeached by Parliament and ousted by the military in rapid succession, following weeks of violent, youth-led protests that rocked this impoverished southern African island nation.

But for all the celebrations over his removal, there were also big questions on what comes next.

After Parliament voted overwhelmingly to impeach Mr. Rajoelina on Tuesday, soldiers quickly entered the presidential palace and announced they would be dissolving all of Madagascar's major institutions -- including the highest court, the electoral commission and the Senate -- but leaving in place the National Assembly, the lower house of Parliament. 

Mr. Rajoelina, who just a day earlier said he had gone into hiding because of threats on his life, swiftly issued a statement condemning "the illegal declaration made today by a faction of renegade military" and insisted that he "remains fully in power."

The developments capped a turbulent 24 hours of political maneuvering and left Madagascar's future leadership in question at a time the country relies heavily on foreign aid and instability could lead to international isolation.

The country had been roiled by protests for weeks over the government's failure to provide basic needs, including reliable water and electricity. But the immediate aftermath of the impeachment and military takeover was euphoria in Antananarivo, the capital.

An armored vehicle on fire in Antananarivo during protests in Antananarivo on Saturday. Luis Tato/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Thousands gathered at a plaza in the center of the city to celebrate what they believed was Mr. Rajoelina's ouster. Led by young people who have taken inspiration from Gen Z protest movements worldwide, the revelers danced to reggae, waved Malagasy flags and chanted expletives to let Mr. Rajoelina, 51, know that he must go.

Some of the president's detractors say that he is too beholden to France, Madagascar's former colonial ruler, and that he has squandered the country's potential. Madagascar, with a population of 32 million, is rich in mineral resources and biodiversity, and is the largest producer of vanilla in the world.

"He is the reason why we suffer," said Eddy Bessa, a 35-year-old artist, celebrating with the crowd with a Malagasy flag tucked into his dreadlocks. "He is the reason for the corruption. He is the reason for jobless people. And he is the reason why our country lost our own culture."

Video: 

Celebrating the ouster of Mr. Rajoelina, on Tuesday. Some of the president's detractors said that he had become too beholden to France, Madagascar's former colonial ruler.

Despite the joy, it was far from certain that the military takeover would end the corruption that had ignited the protests.

Mr. Rajoelina (pronounced rah-JOE-el) himself came to power in 2009 through a coup in which he was assisted by the same military unit, CAPSAT, that is now leading the takeover. And across Africa, military control following youth-led movements has often led to more upheaval.

Speaking in front of the presidential palace in Antananarivo, Col. Michael Randrianirina, who is serving as the country's interim leader, announced the formation of a transitional government that he said would last for no more than two years. The transitional government would include civilians, and would arrange a referendum to create a new constitution and new institutions, said Colonel Randrianirina.

When Madagascar's security forces turned against Mr. Rajoelina and joined the protesters over the weekend, it sparked rumors that the president had fled the country. He announced in an address posted on social media Monday night that he was in a safe place on a mission abroad, but did not confirm his location.

He defiantly bucked expectations that he would resign, saying that he would stay in power and named a litany of measures he was undertaking to address protesters' concerns, particularly frequent electricity and water outages.

In response to Mr. Rajoelina's resistance, opposition lawmakers led an effort to hold an impeachment vote in the National Assembly. Before they could do so, Mr. Rajoelina dissolved the body, posting on social media that the decision was "necessary to restore order within our nation and strengthen democracy. The people must be heard once again."

A resident of Antananarivo uses a tablet to watch Mr. Rajoelina deliver an address to the nation on Monday. Rijasolo/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Members of Parliament dismissed the move to dissolve the body as unconstitutional because it had been posted it on social media and was not formally signed or stamped.

During the vote, lawmakers read a list of allegations against Mr. Rajoelina, including abuse of power, illegal commercial transactions and giving improper gifts. Lawmakers then approached the front of the chamber one by one, putting paper ballots into a cardboard box.

When the voting was completed, a speaker read the ballots one at a time. Once he reached the 105-vote threshold needed to impeach, many lawmakers stood and cheered. The vote was the first presidential impeachment in the country since Madagascar gained independence from France in 1960.

"I am free from my chains," several lawmakers chanted as they waved their arms. "I was a slave, but now I am free."

Alban Menavolo, an independent member of Parliament, said the Gen Z protesters did the right thing by taking their grievances to the streets, and that now lawmakers were doing their part.

Young protesters in Madagascar cheer after Parliament announced the impeachment of President Rajoelina in the capital, Antananarivo, on Tuesday. Sergey Ponomarev for The New York Times


"The international community needs to recognize what the military does now because they are really thinking about the Malagasy people's future," he said.

Mr. Rajoelina issued a statement saying that the impeachment process was unconstitutional because the meeting of Parliament did not receive the proper  decree. Even though he has questioned the legality of his ouster, Mr. Rajoelina appears to have few options to cling to power.

As cars and motorbikes honked their horns in celebration along Independence Avenue in Antananarivo after sunset, the masses of screaming young people appeared certain that the days of Mr. Rajoelina, who was in his third term, were over.

Several people said they trusted that the military would steer the country in the right direction, but did not want to dwell too much on what lies ahead. That was for another day.

"Today," said Sandy Rasoarimalala, 33, "is a victory."

Members of CAPSAT, a special military unit in Madagascar, walk toward the presidential palace in Antananarivo on Tuesday. Luis Tato/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/14/world/africa/madagascar.html
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Israel Begins Burying Its Dead Hostages

With the bodies of 10 people returned from Gaza, Israelis elated by the release of hostages began mourning those who did not make it home alive.

Mourners walking behind a vehicle carrying the coffin of Guy Iluz in Israel on Wednesday.



By Isabel Kershner
Reporting from Jerusalem


Oct 15, 2025 at 12:26 PM

Two days after Israel rejoiced over the return of 20 living hostages from Gaza, Wednesday was a day of funerals for the first of those whose remains were sent back from the enclave this week under the terms of a fragile cease-fire deal.

Thousands of mourners crammed the narrow pathways between rows of uniform stone graves in the military cemetery on Jerusalem's Mount Herzl. They had come for the burial, after sunset, of Capt. Daniel Peretz, a tank commander killed in battle on Oct. 7, 2023, during the Hamas-led attack that ignited the two-year war in Gaza.

Earlier on Wednesday, Guy Iluz, a sound technician who was shot and taken hostage while fleeing a music festival during the October 2023 attack, was laid to rest in his hometown, Ra'anana, in central Israel.

It has been a long goodbye for Captain Peretz's family.

The soldier, who was 22, was killed defending the border with his crew against waves of gunmen from Gaza. One member of the four-man crew was found dead afterward, but the three others, including Captain Peretz, were gone.

The funeral for Capt. Daniel Peretz at the Mt. Herzl military cemetery in Jerusalem on Wednesday. David Guttenfelder/The New York Times


Months later, in March 2024, the Peretz family received notification from the military that Daniel was dead and that his body was in Gaza. The family held a partial funeral for him then, burying his blood-soaked uniform.

On Wednesday night, two days after his remains were returned, Captain Peretz's journey was finally over.

During the eulogies, the Peretz family was surrounded by the parents of other members of the tank crew, and was joined by one crew member himself, Matan Angrest.

Mr. Angrest survived the battle and two years of captivity in Gaza. He was one of the 20 hostages who returned alive on Monday. Visibly weak and pale, he had insisted on leaving the hospital where he has been recuperating to attend the funeral.

"It was important for me to salute and pay final respects to my commander Daniel, of blessed memory, who led our heroic battle on that fateful Saturday," Mr. Angrest said in an emotional eulogy.

But he said "the circle would only be complete" with the return of the remains of the fourth crew member, Itay Chen, so he too could be "laid to rest in Israeli soil, together with all the fallen."

Rabbi Doron Peretz consoling his daughters during a funeral for his son. David Guttenfelder/The New York Times

A released hostage, Matan Angrest, left, attended the funeral. So did Israel's president, Isaac Herzog, right. David Guttenfelder/The New York Times


The Peretz family came to Israel from South Africa when Daniel was 13. Captain Peretz's father, Rabbi Doron Peretz, spoke warmly in his eulogy of the camaraderie that now binds the parents of the tank crew members and many others touched by the assault of October 2023, and by the war. Looking out at the multitude of mourners, he said:"We are not a small country. We are a large family."

Hamas militants in Gaza have handed over the remains of 10 people since Monday, out of a total of 28 bodies that the Israeli government said were in Gaza when the cease-fire was reached.  The identity of one of the bodies that was received is still not clear. 

But Hamas's military wing said on Wednesday night that it had handed over all of the remains of hostages that it had been able to recover without additional equipment, potentially putting the cease-fire at risk.

The ceremonies for Mr. Iluz, who was 26, began with a procession from a funeral home in Rishon Lezion. About 100 people carrying flags walked through the streets solemnly, in silence, behind a van carrying the coffin until it left town on its way to Ra'anana.

His father, Michel Iluz, eulogized him by the graveside, addressing him as "my Guyshuk." He described his son being captured by gunmen from Gaza during the Oct. 7 attack. They ordered the young man to turn around and shot him twice in the back, "just for the pleasure of it," he said,

Michel Iluz, center, before the funeral for his son. Avishag Shaar-Yashuv for The New York Times


Mr. Iluz was then abducted, wounded but alive, and hospitalized in Gaza. The Israeli military later said he had succumbed to his wounds after not receiving proper medical care there.

One released hostage, Maya Regev, attended the funeral on Wednesday and recounted encountering Mr. Iluz in the hospital in Gaza. She was with him when he died. 

"You suffered a week alone until I arrived," she wrote a day earlier on social media, after his body had been returned and identified. "We spoke about the most simple and pure things in the darkest and most horrific place that man has known," she said.

Michel Iluz, Guy's father, thanked Ms. Regev and said his son had received a gift by having Ms. Regev by his side in his final moments. Now, he said, his son was back in the land he loved.

"Rest," he told him, "after a journey of two years in worlds unknown to us."

Mr. Iluz's coffin. He was 26. David Guttenfelder/The New York Times


Adam Rasgon, Gabby Sobelman, David Guttenfelder and Johnatan Reiss contributed reporting.
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Afghanistan and Pakistan Announce Cease-Fire After a Week of Deadly Clashes

The cease-fire went into effect on Wednesday, hours after explosions hit Kabul and 12 Afghans died in fighting along the countries' border.

Taliban guards near the border with Pakistan. Fighting continued in the Spin Boldak border area of southern Afghanistan and central Pakistan on Wednesday. Sanaullah Seiam/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Elian Peltier, Yaqoob Akbary and Safiullah Padshah
Yaqoob Akbary and Safiullah Padshah reported from Kabul, Afghanistan.


Oct 15, 2025 at 02:19 PM

Afghanistan and Pakistan announced a cease-fire between their militaries on Wednesday, in a bid to defuse tensions after a week of incendiary rhetoric and deadly clashes along their border and strikes on Kabul, the Afghan capital, threatened to spill into a broader conflict.

The cease-fire, announced by both governments, took effect hours after at least 12 Afghan people were killed and more than 100 others were wounded in fighting near the two main border crossings between the two countries. 

A Pakistani security official, an Afghan official and a military officer, all speaking on condition of anonymity because they weren't allowed to discuss the ongoing tensions publicly, said that Pakistan had  carried out strikes in Kandahar shortly before the cease-fire was announced. The Pakistani official and the Afghan government official also said that Pakistan's military had struck Kabul, where explosions were heard.


In a statement, Pakistan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs said both sides would respect a 48-hour cease-fire and favor dialogue. Afghanistan also "instructed all its forces to observe the cease-fire," Zabiullah Mujahid, a spokesman for the Afghan government, said in a similar statement.

Relations between Afghanistan and Pakistan have dropped in recent weeks to their lowest point since the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan in 2021. On Sunday, Afghan forces attacked Pakistani military outposts along the border in what they said was retaliation for airstrikes in Afghanistan last week that Kabul has blamed on Pakistan.

Both sides claimed dozens of casualties; they stopped fighting after Qatar and Saudi Arabia urged restraint.

But border crossings have since remained closed, and in the early hours of Wednesday fighting erupted again near the two main border crossings between Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Both sides accused each other of attacking first.

Mr. Mujahid, the Taliban spokesman, said a Pakistani attack that included artillery had killed 12 people and wounded 100 others. Pakistan's military said it had responded to an Afghan attack.

The fighting took place in the Spin Boldak border area of southern Afghanistan and central Pakistan, according to Pakistani and Afghan officials, and near the Torkham border crossing, hundreds of miles north.

A man who was wounded in the clashes at a hospital in Chaman, a town on the Pakistani side of the border, on Wednesday.  H. Achakzai/Associated Press


Residents on the Afghan side of the border in Spin Boldak said in telephone interviews that explosions and the sound of heavy artillery had woken them in the middle of the night. The fighting later reached the area's border crossing point and a market, sending residents fleeing to nearby Kandahar, one of Afghanistan's largest cities and the residence of the country's leader, Sheikh Haibatullah Akhundzada.

Noorullah Khatab, a construction engineer in Spin Boldak, said he had heard explosions around 3 a.m. and had rushed back to his home in Kandahar later in the morning, when he saw dozens of ambulances transporting the wounded from the border to the city.

"The firing continued until morning," he said. "I couldn't sleep at all."

The Pakistani military also accused Afghan forces of attacking Pakistani border posts near the Torkham border crossing, in the northern Pakistani region of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

But a spokesman for the governor's office of Khost Province in Afghanistan, on the other side of the border, accused Pakistani forces of opening fire in the early hours of Wednesday. The spokesman, Mustaghfir Gurbaz, accused Pakistani forces of killing a journalist and injuring another from Afghanistan's public broadcaster hours after the fighting stopped.

The fighting on Wednesday further escalated tensions that began last week when at least two explosions rocked Kabul's downtown and an airstrike hit a market near the border, according to Afghan officials who accused Pakistan of violating Afghanistan's sovereignty and striking at the border.

Pakistan has neither publicly confirmed nor denied responsibility for the attacks.



Taliban security personnel riding toward the border on a Soviet-era tank on Wednesday.  Sanaullah Seiam/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The Afghan Army attacked Pakistani border posts on Saturday, killing at least 23 soldiers and injuring 29 others, according to the Pakistani military. The Taliban government, which said it had carried out the attacks in response to the strikes days earlier, said nine Afghan soldiers had died and at least 16 others had been injured.

Pakistan has accused the Taliban government of harboring militant groups that have killed hundreds of Pakistani security forces in recent years. Afghanistan has denied the accusations, even as many analysts, including independent United Nations experts, have pointed out that the banned group Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, also known as the T.T.P. or Pakistani Taliban, has received financial support from the Afghan government, and that its militants have trained freely in Afghanistan.

Taimoor Shah contributed reporting.
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iran dispatch


Spies, Burgers and Bombs: After a New War, Old Wounds Resurface in Tehran

A deep sense of unease has gripped Iran since American and Israeli airstrikes in June, but on a recent visit to the capital, we found that many Iranians seemed to be just trying to get by.

Young Iranians gathering in the Darband neighborhood of Tehran in July.



By Declan Walsh
Visuals by Nanna Heitmann
Declan Walsh and Nanna Heitmann spent eight days on the streets of Iran's capital in the aftermath of the military conflict with Israel and the United States.


Oct 15, 2025 at 10:00 AM

The elephant had been clinging to a rope for months, swinging from the rafters of a disused factory outside the Iranian capital, waiting for an audience to turn up.

He was made of fiberglass, not flesh, part of a surrealist art exhibition that was supposed to open in June. Then Israeli warplanes struck, marking the start of a blistering 12-day war that also drew in the United States. The show was postponed and the artists, unable to return home, were stranded at the gallery.

Every night they pulled chairs into the courtyard to watch "the fireworks," as the gallery owner, Houman Dayhimi, tartly put it -- missiles streaking across the sky, the dark glow of explosions with a terrifying orchestra of booms and thuds. Reality took on the air of the art show. 

"It was surreal," Mr. Dayhimi said.

Like many Iranians, Mr. Dayhimi was used to bending to the vagaries of geopolitics. A decade earlier, his gallery space, the Dayhim Art Society, was a sprawling furniture plant with 700 employees. Then American sanctions forced it into bankruptcy, so he filled its workshops with artworks and the offices of tech start-ups.

Even so, this latest flash of hostilities with the United States and Israel, at a time when Iran's regional influence was crumbling, appeared to signal a volatile new path.

An exhibition at the Dayhim Art Society, a gallery outside Tehran, was postponed because of the war with Israel.


"We know that change is coming, but we don't know what or how," Mr. Dayhimi said. "And that's what makes it worse. It's so unpredictable."

Nearly half a century after Iran's revolution, people are accustomed to navigating the fraught space between the dictates of their government, pressure from foreign powers, and their own identities and desires.

Signs in upmarket restaurants order women to wear the hijab, yet are roundly ignored by young diners with flowing hair. The internet is censored, so people used VPNs to scroll through Instagram and TikTok. American sanctions make for a thriving black market.

Religion was strangely muted. Over eight days in July, I hardly saw a cleric on the streets, and rarely heard the three-times daily call to prayer, even though Iran is a theocratic republic.

Certainly, there was plenty that conformed to Iran as advertised. Many women covered their hair. Black-clad police officers patrolled on dirt bikes. Giant murals depicted official heroes -- stern-faced clerics, slain generals and nuclear scientists -- and designated villains. "DOWN WITH THE USA" read the slogan across an American flag dropping cartoon bombs.

Video: 

An anti-American mural in Tehran.

But there was also, just a few streets away, splashes of beauty or history on walls covered in images of flowers or ancient Persian warriors. And while "Death to America!" rang out at Friday Prayer, some Iranians confided that they didn't agree, even since the cartoon American bombs became jarringly real.

(As part of the restrictions that journalists face in Iran, the government assigned a translator to us whose work we later verified. It was excellent.)

During our trip, the city had a wounded air, its sang-froid shaken by a war that few had anticipated, or wanted. Residents said they felt rattled, and worried about what might come next.

An array of vintage American equipment from a onetime C.I.A. station in Tehran.


The 'Den of Espionage'

A diplomatic ghost ship of sorts was moored on Taleghani Street in the form of a long, two-story building. Once it was the epicenter of hostilities between Iran and the United States. Now it is a museum.

The sign over the front door still reads "United States of America Embassy," complete with a crest of a soaring eagle. But the lobby is dominated by images of skulls, and crossbones and a ghoulish Statue of Liberty. Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, stared from a poster in the corner, a faint smile playing on his lips.

The hostage crisis of 1979, when Iranian students stormed the U.S. Embassy and held 52 Americans for 444 days, was the foundational trauma between Iran's rulers and the United States. It set the stage for decades of smoldering hostility during which the Americans cut off diplomatic ties and the Iranians sought to write their own version of that history in the halls of the deserted embassy, now officially known as the "U.S. Den of Espionage Museum."

After buying my ticket for $1.40 (the prevailing price for foreigners), I entered via the Roosevelt Gate, as it was once known. A path led through an overgrown garden, where street cats lounged under the pine trees. Charred helicopter parts were stacked on a plinth, wreckage from a failed rescue mission when American military aircraft collided during a sandstorm in 1980, killing eight American service members. "The sands in the desert were God's agents," read an inscription.

A room used for secure communications at the U.S. Embassy in Tehran. Some Americans were interrogated here during the hostage crisis.


Upstairs, the ambassador's office had been carefully preserved -- leather chairs, a handsome desk and immaculate American flag. (Iranian factories produce thousands of U.S. flags every year, mostly to be burned at street demonstrations.) A portrait of a smiling President Jimmy Carter hung from a wall.

"Carter paid the price," remarked our guide, Amir, a 21-year-old military conscript, referring to the role of the crisis in Mr. Carter's failed re-election bid in 1980. Like many in a country where self-censorship is common, he requested to use one name.

At the end of the hall, beyond a steel door, lay the main focus of the museum: the C.I.A. station. In 1953 the C.I.A. backed a coup that ousted an elected Iranian prime minister and installed Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi, an intervention that stoked intense Iranian suspicion of U.S. motives in 1979. Now, an array of vintage American spy gear was on proud display. There were compartmented rooms, machines to encode and decode messages, satellite transmitters, eavesdropping equipment, industrial shredders and devices that, according to the exhibit label, were used to forge passports and license plates.



Waxwork figures sat beside a mound of shredded paper, in a depiction of the painstaking, yearslong effort by Iranian students to reassemble shredded American documents found inside the embassy, later published in several books. 

Wax figures representing Iranian students reassembling shredded documents in one of the museum exhibits at the former embassy.


The Iranians liked to call the American hostages "guests of the ayatollah," and exhibits in the museum stressed they had been treated fairly. In the embassy hallway, a line of portraits offered descriptions of each hostage, including details of their post-crisis careers and lives, some written in an almost fond tone. In fact, many hostages later complained of psychological abuse and physical mistreatment during their ordeal.

The message of the museum is clear: Americans were only interested in meddling in Iran, not helping it.

Still, it has a limited audience. The museum welcomes about 5,000 people every year, mostly tourists from Russia and China, Amir said. Even that flow had dried up since the war in June. During our tour, there was only one other visitor.

On the way out, a museum manager presented me with some merch: A plaque commemorating Maj. Gen. Qassim Suleimani, the Iranian commander killed in an American drone strike in Iraq in 2020. Then I took at a break at the Boof Cafe, a smart little coffee house that recently opened on the embassy grounds.

Photos of Charlie Chaplin and Marlon Brando adorned the walls. The owner, a soft-spoken man in his 60s, offered a warm smile but was wary of talking politics. "That's up to the politicians, not ordinary people like me," he said of the tensions between Iran and the United States.

He pushed my order -- an iced Americano -- across the table. It was delicious.

A seminary cleric touring the National Aerospace Park in Tehran.


Jammed Signals

Beyond the old embassy, hints of American culture were on open display. Songs by the Pixies, the Boston rock band, played in a Starbucks-style coffee shop. A vintage Lincoln Continental was parked in the lobby of my hotel. Young men clustered in darkened gaming cafes to play Grand Theft Auto.

If the museum was the past, most people were preoccupied by the present, in particular the daily struggle to survive, and how it had gotten worse since relations with the United States took a sudden dive.

Siyavash Naeini cursed as he maneuvered his modest taxi through the city's infamous traffic. Snapp!, the ride-hailing app that is Iran's version of Uber, was barely functioning, he grumbled.

The authorities were jamming GPS signals in the city to make it harder for Israeli or American warplanes to locate potential targets. But that also made it near impossible for customers to hail his cab. Since June, his business was down 70 percent.

Mr. Naeini, 59, couldn't afford to stop. He had been diagnosed with cancer -- "terminal," he said matter-of-factly -- and needed the money to pay for the drugs that kept him alive. "Since I started chemotherapy, I can't feel the pedals very well," he said, idling at a stop light.

A pharmacy in Tehran that distributes medicines made scarce by American sanctions, including cancer treatments.


He got the drugs at subsidized prices from a government-run pharmacy, he said. But sometimes supplies ran out, forcing him onto the black market, where prices were 10 times higher. It was cleaning him out. "My wife sold her jewelry," he said. "I sold our rugs."

As we pulled up to our destination, I offered my sympathies. Mr. Naeini brushed it off. He didn't want pity, he said. It was just the struggle of life.

Then he drove away, scouring the streets for his next customer.

An evening view of Tehran.


Waiting for Godot

We were standing near the British Embassy, where a sign read "Babbi Sandz Street."

The street was named for Bobby Sands, a member of the Irish Republican Army who in 1981 died on hunger strike in prison in Northern Ireland, demanding to be treated as a political prisoner. In Britain, Mr. Sands was reviled, but in Iran he joined the pantheon of martyrs.

Lionizing martyrs has become a key part of Iran's political culture. As well as ordaining enemies, like the United States, the authorities anoint national heroes said to share the values of the Iranian revolution. It can also be a way of irking rivals. The British embassy later shifted its entrance to an adjacent street, to avoid having its address named after an Irishman who opposed British rule.

Until recently, Egypt's embassy in Tehran was on a street named after Khalid al-Islambuli, the extremist who assassinated the Egyptian president, Anwar Sadat, in 1981. In a sign of warming relations between Iran and Egypt, the name was changed in June.

The enthusiasm for Mr. Sands has taken some unorthodox forms. Just before midnight I stopped for dinner at "Bobby Sands Burgers," a fast-food restaurant on a hilly street in northern Tehran. A line of diners stretched down the street, waiting to order burgers and fries over a counter that was decorated with neon images of the dead Irishman.

"Bobby Sands stood for freedom and liberation," the manager, Kia Garabandi, told me. "Iranians can relate to that."

If it seemed odd to name a burger joint after a person who had starved to death, Mr. Garabandi didn't think so. "A great man," he said. "And we make great burgers."

A memorial in July to mourn the death of Mohammed Said Izadi, a military commander who was killed weeks earlier in an Israeli strike.


With so much turbulence around, others preferred to focus on the future instead of history, hoping it might bring a kind of deliverance.

At a memorial for the head of Iran's Revolutionary Guards, who was killed in an Israeli strike, a mourner told me he welcomed the war. He said it would bring forward the moment when a religious savior known as the Mahdi would return to earth, turning everyone into Muslims.

"Even you," he said, jutting a finger in my chest.

Others are not holding their breath for any savior to appear.

In downtown Tehran, students crowded into an artsy gathering spot called the Cafe Godot, named after the Beckett play. "It's an existential tragicomedy," remarked the cafe owner, Homayoun Ghanizadeh, a well-known movie and theater director. "Iranians can relate to that."

"Just like in the play," Mr. Ghanizadeh said, "every day a messenger comes and says: Godot won't come tonight, but he will surely come tomorrow night. And the next day, it all starts over again."

"In my view, the Islamic Republic is also in a state of waiting," he said. "Although their Godot is quite different from the one ordinary people are waiting for."

Young people at Cafe Godot in Tehran.
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Iran Sentences 2 French Citizens to Prison on Spying Charges

The Fars news agency, which is affiliated with Iran's Revolutionary Guards, identified them as Cecile Kohler and Jacques Paris. France has called the accusations against them baseless.

The two detained French citizens have been held in Evin prison in Tehran. West Asia News Agency via Reuters



By Aurelien Breeden and Leily Nikounazar
Aurelien Breeden reported from Paris and Leily Nikounazar from Brussels.


Oct 15, 2025 at 05:12 PM

A court in Iran has convicted two French citizens of spying and given them heavy prison sentences, Iranian authorities said on Tuesday, in a case that has been a longstanding source of tensions between France and Iran.

The Fars news agency, which is affiliated with Iran's Revolutionary Guard, identified the two defendants as Cecile Kohler and Jacques Paris, who have been held in Iran since 2022 on charges that France has called baseless.

The Mizan news agency, which is overseen by Iran's judiciary, announced the convictions, although it did not name the defendants. They were found guilty of spying for French intelligence services, conspiring to undermine Iran's national security and cooperating with Israeli intelligence services, the news agency reported.

One was sentenced to a total of 32 years in prison, and the other to a total of 11 years in prison and 20 years in exile, according to Mizan, although it was not immediately clear what that entailed.

The news agency reported that their detention periods would be "deducted from the final sentence," suggesting the sentences would run concurrently, not consecutively. The verdict can be appealed to Iran's Supreme Court within 20 days.

France's foreign ministry declined to comment on Wednesday. But the detention of Ms. Kohler and Mr. Paris has become a major sticking point in relations between Iran and France, which has repeatedly and strenuously called the charges against them baseless.

Iran has used the detention of foreign and dual citizens as a tool of its foreign policy for nearly five decades. Britain, France, the United States and others have accused Iran of detaining people to use them as diplomatic bargaining chips to press for the release of Iranian prisoners abroad or to free frozen funds.

Ms. Kohler, 41, a literature professor, and her partner, Mr. Paris, a retired professor in his 70s, were visiting Iran as tourists in 2022 when they were arrested. They were detained in Tehran's notorious Evin prison, where dissidents and political prisoners are held.

French authorities have likened the conditions Ms. Kohler and Mr. Paris face in Evin to "torture," saying they are in near total isolation and have almost no access to consular visits.

The convictions raised the possibility that Iran could now be ready to swap or release Ms. Kohler and Mr. Paris, who are the only French citizens remaining in Iranian custody. Other French citizens arrested in Iran on similar charges have often been released once their court cases have ended.

Last week, an 18-year-old French-German cyclist who had been arrested in Iran in June on spying charges was released and returned to Europe shortly after his acquittal.

Jean-Noel Barrot, France's foreign minister, said last week of Ms. Kohler and Mr. Paris that "we have strong prospects of bringing them home in the coming weeks."

"We remain fully mobilized and demand their immediate and unconditional release," Mr. Barrot told France Inter radio.

Iran's foreign minister, Abbas Araghchi, suggested last month that Ms. Kohler and Mr. Paris could be exchanged for Mahdieh Esfandiari, an Iranian woman living in the French city of Lyon who was arrested this year and accused of promoting and glorifying acts of terrorism online. Iran has called her detention arbitrary.

"A lot of work has been done in this regard, and now we have reached a point where the issue of her exchange with French prisoners in Iran is nearing its final stages," Mr. Araghchi said at the time in a televised interview.

But Asghar Jahangir, a spokesman for the Iranian judiciary, said this week that Ms. Esfandiari's case and that of Ms. Kohler and Mr. Paris were "two separate issues," making it unclear whether a prisoner exchange was possible.

France's foreign ministry, citing the ongoing legal proceedings against Ms. Esfandiari, has declined to comment on her case. She is expected to stand trial in January.
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News Analysis


China Played Its Strongest Card to Get Trump's Attention. Will it Work?

Xi Jinping's need to project strength before a crucial meeting of Communist Party leaders may help explain why Beijing announced new rare earth controls.

President Trump greeting China's top leader, Xi Jinping, at the Group of 20 Summit in Osaka, Japan, in 2019. Erin Schaff/The New York Times



By David Pierson
Reporting from Hong Kong


Oct 15, 2025 at 04:12 PM

China's decision to tighten export controls on rare earth metals was not only about strengthening its grip on the world's supply of the crucial minerals. It was also a high-stakes ploy to jolt President Trump into paying attention to what Beijing felt were attempts by his subordinates to sabotage a U.S.-China detente, analysts say.

Evidently, it worked: Mr. Trump has redirected his focus toward trade with China. But China's move also unnerved governments and businesses in Europe, and sparked another round of tit-for-tat trade blows, rattling stock markets.

Days after Mr. Trump said he would impose 100 percent tariffs on Chinese goods next month, China added five American subsidiaries of a South Korean shipping company to its sanctions list. On Tuesday, Mr. Trump threatened to cut off U.S. purchases of Chinese cooking oil.

By Wednesday, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent suggested the U.S. government would counter Chinese economic measures by exerting more control over private American businesses in key strategic sectors.

The escalating tensions threaten to wipe out any progress the two sides have made in the past five months to roll back punitive measures they had taken against each other. They also raise the question of whether Beijing pushed its strategy too far by making clear that China will use the minerals as a geopolitical weapon.

A dried-out lake filled with waste from ore from which rare earths had been removed in Baotou, China. In the background are rare earth refineries, steel mills and chemical factories. The New York Times


China was reacting to a Sept. 29 decision by the U.S. Department of Commerce to expand the number of companies, including potentially Chinese ones, blacklisted from acquiring American technology. That move surprised Beijing, which thought the countries had reached a truce in their trade war after four rounds of negotiations and a Sept. 19 phone call between Xi Jinping, the Chinese leader, and Mr. Trump, Chinese analysts said.

Flexing China's control over rare earths -- akin to poking Mr. Trump in the eye -- may also have been intended by Mr. Xi to demonstrate his strength to a domestic audience before a crucial meeting of Communist Party leaders next week.

"If you are the leader and you just had a phone conversation" with the U.S. president, "and then 10 days later, they slapped you on your face, what would you do ahead of a major political event?" said Wu Xinbo, dean of the Institute of International Studies at Fudan University in Shanghai.

Chinese state media have hailed rare earths as the ultimate weapon in trade negotiations with the United States, with one television commentator saying the restrictions dealt a "fatal blow."

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent talking to the media after trade talks with the Chinese vice premier, He Lifeng, in Madrid in September. Thomas Coex/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Analysts who have spoken to Chinese officials said that Beijing believed that the Commerce Department move -- which would target thousands of Chinese companies -- was the work of hawkish members of the Trump administration. The sense in Beijing was that Mr. Trump, who was focused on Gaza peace talks and the U.S. government shutdown, needed to be made aware of the consequences of these moves.

"By launching a very strong counterattack on the U.S. side, Beijing is reminding Donald Trump that you have to take a hands-on approach to relations with China" and not let "hawkish people" derail relations between the two countries, Professor Wu said.

Beijing was particularly aggrieved because it felt it had shown good will to the Trump administration by agreeing to allow the sale of TikTok, the analysts said.

The question now is whether Beijing's gambit will succeed in getting the Trump administration to back down, or if it results in a full-blown trade war that could lead to a global slowdown. Already, it has led to a broader backlash, with the European Union trade commissioner accusing China of weaponizing its hold on the minerals and urging the European bloc to coordinate with Group of 7 nations to push back against the restrictions.

"The Chinese miscalculated," said Yun Sun, the director of the China program at the Stimson Center in Washington, who is currently visiting Beijing. "People around the world saw the rules and were shocked and considered it an overreaction."

For China, threatening to cut off access to its rare earth minerals has been its ace card against the United States.

Beijing controls most of the world's supply of those metals, which are needed for virtually every modern-day technology, including semiconductors, robots and jets. Earlier this year, the same tactic helped persuade the Trump administration to suspend its threat to impose sky-high tariffs on Chinese goods.

A container ship arriving at a port in Oakland, Calif., this month.  Justin Sullivan/Getty Images


But this time, China went a step further. It extended its controls extraterritorially, meaning that exporters anywhere in the world would have to apply for a license to sell products with even trace amounts of Chinese rare earths.

It is probably not a coincidence that China is taking such an assertive posture ahead of a Communist Party meeting to lay out the blueprint for the country's plan for the coming five years.

Chinese leaders typically want to project stability and strength during the meetings to burnish their legitimacy, analysts say.

"You have to respond strongly so that you can -- I wouldn't say save face -- but you have to consolidate your political position and show to a domestic audience that you are strong enough to protect China's national interests in the face of the provocation," Prof. Wu added.

With tensions heating up again, it is unclear if Mr. Trump and Mr. Xi will meet on the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in South Korea later this month, as had been anticipated.

President Lee Jae Myung of South Korea speaking in August at a Philadelphia shipyard owned by Hanwha Group, a South Korean conglomerate that the Chinese government has blacklisted.  Matthew Hatcher/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Both sides continued to up the ante in the past week. They began charging higher port entry fees for each other's shipping firms. The Chinese government blacklisted five American subsidiaries of the South Korean shipping company Hanwha, accusing the subsidiaries of "supporting and assisting" the United States in its moves in the shipbuilding industry.

Mr. Trump said in a Truth Social post that Beijing was harming American soybean farmers. He threatened to restrict more trade with China, including by boycotting Chinese cooking oil.

U.S. analysts say that the Chinese Ministry of Commerce appeared to be aware that it may have overreached, as the ministry sought to reassure the world that the new controls would not be used widely and did not represent a blanket ban, even as it vowed to fight back against any tariffs.

China was overly confident that it could get Washington to walk back its latest sanctions and, at the same time, avert any global blowback, analysts said.

A farmer near a soybean field ready for harvesting in Cordova, Md., this month. China, once the biggest buyer of U.S. soybean exports, is halting orders.  Roberto Schmidt/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


But China can ill afford more trade tensions on top of its existing troubles with the United States. Exports are among the few engines of growth for a Chinese economy suffering from a prolonged property crisis and a deflationary spiral, caused by overproduction in key industries and falling prices.

Evan S. Medeiros, a professor of Asian studies at Georgetown University who was an Asia adviser to President Barack Obama, said China could have pushed back without threatening economic coercion against its geopolitical rivals.

"This is a hell of a way to get Trump's attention," Prof. Medeiros said. "You get somebody's attention by waving your hands in the air, not by arming yourself to the teeth and just promising you're not going to use a 50-caliber machine gun on them."

The new rare earths export controls, which are modeled after U.S. export controls, were likely developed well in advance of their unveiling, experts said. Some analysts say that suggests Beijing was merely looking for a pretext -- like the new Commerce Department rules -- to deploy the new measures.

"Xi fundamentally doesn't want to give the U.S. rare earths, or really any 'strategic materials' it has," said Kirsten Asdal, head of the China-focused consultancy firm Asdal Advisory. "The party has articulated that the country that controls the upstream inputs will enjoy the ability to develop the most advanced technology and keep it from others."

Lily Kuo contributed reporting from Taipei, Taiwan, and Berry Wang from Hong Kong.
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China Wants Foreign Scientists. The Public Says No, Thanks.

Since Beijing announced a new visa to attract young science and technology graduates, a backlash has erupted online, forcing the government to respond.

Students at Peking University in Beijing in May. As new college graduates in China have struggled to find jobs, an uproar has developed over the government's moves to attract science and tech grads from abroad. Andrea Verdelli for The New York Times



By Vivian Wang
Reporting from Beijing


Oct 14, 2025 at 02:44 PM

When the Chinese government announced a new visa to attract young science and technology talent, it advertised the move as another step toward becoming the leading scientific power, one to which people from around the globe would flock.

To many in China, it was a gross mistake.

In the days before and since Oct. 1, when the visa was supposed to come into effect, commenters have accused the government of inviting foreigners to steal jobs from Chinese people, at a time when young people are finding it harder than ever to land work. They have suggested that foreigners are being blindly worshiped, a longstanding national sore point.

Prominent influencers have also stoked nationalism or xenophobia, claiming that China will be overrun by outsiders. After Henry Huiyao Wang, the president of the Center for China and Globalization, a research group in Beijing, praised the new visa, people on social media called him a race traitor, and their posts were shared thousands of times.

Platforms have been especially flooded by racist comments about Indians, after Indian news outlets reported on the Chinese visa as a possible alternative to the highly popular H-1B visa in the United States, which now comes with a $100,000 fee.

Henry Huiyao Wang, the head of a Beijing research group, was called a race traitor after expressing support for a Chinese visa aimed at foreigners in STEM industries. Luo Yunfei/China News Service/VCG, via Getty Images


The backlash grew so fierce that the Chinese Communist Party's official mouthpiece, People's Daily, published an editorial calling criticisms of the visa "outlandish" and accusing opponents of misleading the public. Hu Xijin, the former editor in chief of Global Times, a nationalist tabloid, defended the policy, saying in a video that he saw fewer foreigners in China than in Japan or South Korea.

"To be honest, it's not that there are too many foreigners coming to China right now," he said, "but rather that there aren't enough."

The public outcry suggests that China may still struggle to attract the world's best and brightest scientists, even as the United States has cut research funding and pushed many prominent scholars to consider leaving.

Anti-foreign sentiment has grown in China in recent years, as the government has warned of hostile overseas powers and urged people to report potential spies. China has historically had minuscule levels of inbound immigration, and many cultural and legal barriers remain for foreigners seeking to remain long-term.

When the government proposed slightly loosening permanent residency requirements for foreigners in 2020, it eventually retreated in the face of a similar backlash. (China granted fewer than 5,000 permanent residency cards between 2004 and 2014, according to People's Daily.)

Even in defending the policy, the People's Daily editorial assured readers that the visa would make it easier for young scientists to come to China, but that it "cannot be equated with immigration."

It is unclear whether the visa would even grant the right to work, as opposed to simply allowing people to conduct business and educational "exchanges," as state media said after the visa was announced. Eligibility details have not yet been released, even though the launch date has passed. Officials have said only that applicants would need to have obtained a bachelor's degree in science, technology, math or engineering from a top university. 

The difficult job market for young people has been a potential flashpoint for years, as China grapples with slowing growth. China's leader, Xi Jinping, has said that ensuring employment is key to preventing social unrest. The latest jobs figures, released in August, show youth unemployment at a new high.

"Among people from every walk of life, educational background and age group I've met, everyone says: Work is hard to find," a popular manga author who uses the pen name Feng Xi Shen Lei wrote on social media. "Given the talent pool in China, I don't believe that there's any position in any field that must be filled by a foreigner."

Conducting research at a Peking University laboratory. China's science and technology graduates make up a smaller proportion of the work force than in many Western countries. Andrea Verdelli for The New York Times


Commenters also attacked the requirement that applicants need only a bachelor's degree. Many young Chinese say that they need advanced degrees to find jobs, because of stiff competition.

In reality, foreigners who enter on K visas may not directly be competing with most of the unemployed young Chinese.

That is in part because of a mismatch between supply and demand in China's job market. Many recent graduates are struggling to find jobs because the sectors that have historically employed most of them, such as real estate or education, are suffering. But in fields such as advanced manufacturing or artificial intelligence, China needs tens of millions more qualified candidates than it has, according to the Ministry of Education.

Though China produces the most science and technology graduates in the world by numbers, those graduates make up a smaller proportion of the total work force than in many Western countries.

Denis Simon, the former executive vice chancellor of Duke Kunshan University and an advocate for more scientific cooperation between the United States and China, said that greater transparency about how the visas will be granted could help ease people's concerns. But he said Beijing was sending a clear signal that it wanted to bring in more foreign expertise.

"This is part of the longer-term reforms needed to attract high-end talent," he said.

Siyi Zhao contributed research.
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Syria's New Leaders Are Talking to a Former Enemy: Russia

President Ahmed al-Shara is making his first trip to Moscow, which backed the regime his rebels overthrew. Both sides have reasons to put the past aside.

Russian military vehicles near Hmeimim, Syria, in August. Moscow still has an air base in the area, despite the overthrow last year of its ally Bashar al-Assad.



By Carlotta Gall
Photographs by Nicole Tung
New York Times reporters spent weeks in Syria visiting former Russian bases and reporting from Hmeimim, Tartus and Damascus.


Oct 15, 2025 at 12:05 PM

The shops in the Syrian town of Hmeimim -- hair salons, kebab stalls, a mechanic's garage -- have signs in Russian. But most of them were shuttered on a recent morning.

Soldiers from the nearby Russian air base don't visit anymore, a cafe owner said.

Ten months after the fall of its ally, the authoritarian president Bashar al-Assad, Russia's influence is barely visible in Syria. Most of its troops are gone, and the bases and investment projects built up during its decade-long intervention are largely abandoned.

The new president, Ahmed al-Shara, who led the Islamist rebel force that overthrew the Assad regime and upturned Russia's interests in the region, allowed Moscow to maintain a small footprint in Syria rather than chasing it out completely.

On Wednesday, he was making his first visit to Moscow as president to meet with President Vladimir V. Putin, his former nemesis.

A Russian-language sign in Hmeimim. Most of Russia's troops have now left Syria.


A restaurant in Hmeimim. Many businesses there catered to Russians. 


"With al-Shara, we are clearly seeing pragmatism over ideology," said Asli Aydintasbas, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution in Washington. "There is no reason for al-Shara to make another enemy, as he is trying to survive in this geographic region."

For many Syrians, including the former rebels who now run the country and one-time refugees back home after many years, there is no love lost for Russia. It propped up Mr. al-Assad's brutal dictatorship for decades and entered the 13-year civil war directly, unleashing deadly bombing raids on Syrian towns and villages.

In previous contacts with Russian officials, Syria's Islamist leaders have asked that Mr. al-Assad, who has taken refuge in Moscow, be extradited for a war crimes trial and that Russia pay war reparations.

But Syria, under pressure from neighbors and larger powers, faces many security and economic challenges that could motivate Mr. al-Shara to seek compromises. His priorities are to negotiate an end to international sanctions and ease the nation's crippling poverty, while preventing outside interference as he consolidates power and secures Syria's borders.

Russia has made clear that it wants to maintain its air bases in Syria -- the one at Hmeimim and a smaller one in the northeastern city of Qamishli -- and to continue to use the port of Tartus on the Mediterranean coast, analysts said.

Together, they provide Russia with its only stopover points in the eastern Mediterranean for planes and ships traveling to and from Africa.

Unloading cement at Tartus, Syria. The port and two air bases in the country provide Russia with its only stopover points for planes and ships traveling to and from Africa.


Refitting a cargo ship at Tartus. According to analysts, Russia has made it clear that it wants to continue to use the port on the Mediterranean coast.


Officials at the Syrian Foreign Ministry declined requests for comment on the government's plans for its relations with Russia. But political analysts and politicians in Syria said that Moscow was in no position to make demands.

"The reality is Russia continues to remain in Syria with a big, purple black eye," said Ms. Aydintasbas, the Brookings Institution fellow.

Russian personnel have to give prior notice of their movements to the Internal Security Service of Syria and are only allowed to travel under escort, according to Syrian security officers guarding checkpoints near Hmeimim and Tartus.

Russia once controlled the naval base at Tartus, but now it can only use a single berth when the Syrians allow it, said Abed al-Thalji, an independent Syrian analyst based in Europe. A Russian submarine that had docked at Tartus now stays in Algeria and Libya, he said. And military vessels that escort Russian shipments to Syria anchor off Egypt, added Mr. al-Thalji, who tracks maritime traffic.

After canceling Russia's contract to manage the Tartus port, the Syrian government this summer signed a deal with Dubai Ports World, which agreed to invest $800 million in the facility, Ahmed Khalil, who has been the port's general manager since December, said in an interview.

Business at the port has started to take off since President Trump lifted most of the U.S. sanctions, Mr. Khalil said.

"All the quays are busy and we have ships waiting to come inside," he said.

There were signs of ongoing Russian trade with Syria. Rolls of Russian steel were among the goods stacked at quays that New York Times reporters saw during a visit in August.

Unloading steel from Russia at the port in Tartus.


Dockworkers in Tartus taking a break.


Russia has also provided Syria with much-needed oil and grain at near-giveaway prices, according to several analysts.

Syria needs Russia on its side at the U.N. Security Council for important security and political matters. For one, Mr. al-Shara and his interior minister are still on a U.N. sanctions list targeting members of Al Qaeda and the Islamic State, Mr. al-Thalji said. Another is enforcement of the Disengagement Treaty, which created a buffer zone along the Golan Heights and which Israel has breached by occupying Syrian territory since December.

Since Mr. al-Assad's ouster, Israel has repeatedly bombed Syrian military facilities, concerned that the old regime's weapons could fall into the hands of parties that are hostile to it. Israel is also suspicious of the country's new Islamist leaders and has carried out airstrikes on the Defense Ministry building in central Damascus in July.

Under the Assad regime, Russian forces helped patrol Syria's southern border along the Golan Heights. Diplomats have raised the possibility of Russia's returning to that role to ease tensions between Israel and the new government.

After months of quiet contacts, Russia sent a senior-level delegation headed by Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak, Mr. Putin's top energy strategist, to Damascus in September to recalibrate relations.

Refitting the defunct cargo ship in Tartus. There were still signs at the port recently of Russian trade with Syria.


Unloading Russian coal at Tartus. Moscow has also provided Syria with much-needed oil and grain at near-giveaway prices, according to several analysts.


Mr. Novak was welcomed by Maher al-Shara, a brother of the president who speaks Russian and is married to a Russian woman. Maher al-Shara is believed to be responsible for Russian affairs in the office of the presidency. After Mr. Novak's visit, a delegation from the Syrian Defense Ministry visited a Russian air defense training facility.

It is not clear whether any deals are on the table.

But Ms. Aydintasbas said that President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey, a close ally of the Syrian president, would most likely advise him, based on experience, to balance the risks of upsetting Western partners by drawing closer to Russia against the security and economic gains that could result.

"It's the Erdogan playbook of balancing acts among great powers and opening up possibilities for a small country," she said.

Saad Alnassife and Hussam Hammoud contributed reporting.
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        Not Even Congress Knows How Much Money DOGE Cut
        Elon Musk's team started a behind-the-scenes push for White House control over federal spending that is now an undercurrent of the government shutdown.

      

      
        Trump Awards Charlie Kirk the Presidential Medal of Freedom
        President Trump presented the medal to Charlie Kirk's widow, Erika, on what would have been his 32nd birthday.

      

      
        The Supreme Court Case That Could Hand the House to Republicans
        Democrats would be in danger of losing around a dozen majority-minority districts across the South if the court struck down part of the Voting Rights Act.

      

      
        U.S. Attorney Was Forced Out After Clashes Over How to Handle Russia Inquiry
        The departures of Todd Gilbert and his deputy in the Western District of Virginia show the pressure being brought on prosecutors to pursue the president's perceived foes.

      

      
        Jack Smith Calls Idea That Politics Infected Trump Prosecutions 'Ludicrous'
        The former special counsel's first extended remarks since resigning in January were released the same day House Republicans summoned him to testify.

      

      
        U.S. Says It Revoked Visas of Some People Who Criticized Charlie Kirk
        The State Department's X account listed six examples of people who it said had made comments about the assassination of Mr. Kirk, a right-wing activist, and said it was withdrawing their visas.

      

      
        Brown University Rejects White House Deal for Special Treatment
        Brown was the second university to turn down the deal, which would have given a funding preference to universities that agreed to certain requirements.

      

      
        Trump Signs Memo Expanding His Authority to Spend Federal Money
        The president gave Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth wide authority to repurpose funds to pay members of the military without approval from Congress, which has the sole constitutional authority to decide federal spending.

      

      
        Before Alaska Flooding, E.P.A. Canceled $20 Million Flood Protection Grant
        The remote village of Kipnuk planned to use the money to protect against flooding. On Sunday, it was inundated.

      

      
        Grijalva, Now Certified in Arizona, Demands Again That Johnson Seat Her
        Representative-elect Adelita Grijalva appeared at the Capitol with other Arizona Democrats on Wednesday to criticize the Republican speaker for continuing to refuse to swear her in.

      

      
        Florida Grand Jury Hears Evidence in Investigation of Charity Tied to Casey DeSantis
        The inquiry is focused on $10 million that the charity received last year, then gave to political committees that helped Gov. Ron DeSantis defeat a ballot measure.

      

      
        Katie Porter Says She 'Fell Short' in Viral Video Moments
        Videos surfaced last week showing the former congresswoman belittling a television reporter and berating an aide. Porter, who is running for California governor, pledged to do better.

      

      
        Rep. Seth Moulton Announces Run for Senator Markey's Seat in Massachusetts
        Mr. Moulton, a 46-year-old fellow Democrat, released a video emphasizing the age difference between himself and Mr. Markey, 79.

      

      
        Racist and Homophobic Texts From Young Republican Officials Prompt Backlash
        Some local G.O.P. officials who participated in the text exchanges are losing their jobs or being pressured to resign. But top Republicans have been dismissive.

      

      
        Cuomo Tries to Make Prostitution an Issue in Mayor's Race
        Former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo has criticized Assemblyman Zohran Mamdani over his past support for decriminalizing prostitution. Mr. Mamdani's campaign has not emphasized the issue.

      

      
        Police Officers Deliberately Hit Scooter Driver in Bike Lane, Suit Says
        Video of the 2023 collision contradicts an account by one of the officers, who were members of the Police Department's Community Response Team. The department has since moved to rein in the unit.

      

      
        New York Confirms State's First Locally Acquired Case of Chikungunya
        Testing proved that a Long Island woman had been exposed to the mosquito-borne virus, which is more commonly seen in the Caribbean and Central and South America.

      

      
        Nassau Police Charge Man With Raping and Killing Teenager in 1984
        Theresa Fusco was left in the woods near the roller rink where she had worked. "I loved her and I miss her," her father said. "She lives in my heart."
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Not Even Congress Knows How Much Money DOGE Cut

Elon Musk's team started a behind-the-scenes push for White House control over federal spending that is now an undercurrent of the government shutdown.



By Emily Badger and Alicia Parlapiano
Illustrations by Lucas Burtin



Oct 11, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Elon Musk once pledged that his Department of Government Efficiency would find $1 trillion in savings in the federal budget by Sept. 30, the date the government closes its books on the fiscal year.

That date has now come and gone, Mr. Musk has long since left Washington, and DOGE never came close to cutting as much money as he promised. But because its work has been obscured by crude accounting and White House maneuvers, it's impossible to know how much DOGE and its allies actually did cut from the budget -- or even what happened to that money.

Outside budget experts can't nail down a number. Even congressional appropriators -- the people who decide how federal funds should be spent in the first place -- don't know. And the public may never have a clear answer.

This conclusion is an undercurrent of the Democrats' government shutdown fight: Congress and the public simply can't follow what the Trump administration has done with federal spending. And now the fiscal year is over, with untold sums unaccounted for.

"The fact that Congress, who constitutionally has the power of the purse, can't figure out what's been going on is a deep, deep, deep constitutional issue," said Zach Moller, director of the economic program at the center-left think tank Third Way.

Funding that Congress intended to be spent by Sept. 30 seemingly never was. Some of it may have expired at midnight that day, in direct opposition to Congress's will. In the mystery over what happened to it -- and how much money is at stake -- Congress has been losing more of its power.

'Where did that money go?'

Mr. Musk promised transparency in his sprint to slash the federal budget, but DOGE's accounting of its cuts, which it estimates have totaled $214 billion in savings, was error-prone from the start. The New York Times and other news organizations reported that DOGE inflated the savings from many contracts it cut, counted others multiple times and discounted the expense (and lawsuits) from shutting down programs.

The group's more lasting impact may be reducing the federal work force. The Trump administration has already laid off thousands of government employees and started another round of cuts Friday. But those numbers are in flux, too. Some layoffs remain tangled in court challenges, and other departed workers have been rehired. The Office of Personnel Management said it expected about 300,000 federal workers to leave their jobs by the end of the year, though it has not provided data on cost savings or hiring over the same time.

But with the fiscal year closed, a thornier problem remains: DOGE, established by an executive order, may have canceled contracts and fired workers, but it never had the authority to cut spending in the first place. Once Congress has appropriated money, only Congress can claw it back. Without that step, money meant for, say, collecting educational data must still be spent on collecting educational data even if DOGE has canceled particular contracts.

Imagine that Congressional appropriations are like credit cards.


In this metaphor, though, the credit limits are like budgets that agencies must use. The executive branch can't just not spend the money by refusing to swipe the cards (or by not activating them).

The only legal way to cut funding is to return to Congress and have legislators pass a "rescissions" bill retracting funds they had previously appropriated.

"When push comes to shove, the savings number is in the rescissions," said Nat Malkus, a senior fellow at the conservative American Enterprise Institute. It is not, he said, in any of the numbers DOGE has promoted.

But during the fiscal year that ended Sept. 30, the White House submitted just two rescission requests, outside of some climate investments canceled in Republicans' signature budget bill passed this summer. One request was for $9 billion in foreign aid and public media funding that narrowly passed in July, and the other was for nearly $5 billion of further foreign aid in a legally contested "pocket rescission" meant to run out the clock without congressional action.

It seems likely, however, that the Trump administration has left money unspent at the end of the year totaling far more than this $14 billion reported to Congress.

"There absolutely must be -- they did cancel a bunch of contracts worth a lot of money," Mr. Malkus said. "There are open questions about, Where did that money go?"

His own analysis, matching the contracts DOGE said it canceled to federal spending data, found about $16 billion in cuts (about one-third of what DOGE claimed). Congressional Democrats have tracked a larger universe of $410 billion in spending that they believe has been canceled or frozen, according to public documents, agencies and unpaid grantees. Money appropriated in multiyear cycles could legally still be spent in the new fiscal year. Some money may have been redirected elsewhere. But other funds may have expired Sept. 30, putting them out of reach of the people Congress meant to receive them.

The administration appears to have halted money by intervening at multiple steps in the illustration above -- with the White House Office of Management and Budget declining to activate funds meant for agencies, and with DOGE or agencies canceling work that had already been contracted. As a result, funds were delayed or blocked for emergency food and shelter, public health research, community development and government oversight programs, to name just a few. And some of these moves have prompted protests from Democrats and Republicans alike.

"This administration has flagrantly broken our spending laws, cut off funding owed to communities nationwide, and then systematically worked to obscure what it's doing from the public -- and Congress's -- view," Senator Patty Murray of Washington, the top Democratic appropriator, said in a statement.

The White House declined to respond to such criticism, or to comment on DOGE's impact, saying only that President Trump was committed to his pledge to cut waste, fraud and abuse.

How O.M.B. entered the picture


The conflict with Congress underscores one last challenge with assessing Mr. Musk's project. It's hard to distinguish where DOGE ends and where O.M.B. begins. The White House budget director, Russell Vought, has previously described his role in part as making permanent the cuts DOGE initiated. Increasingly, the push to cut government has moved to his office.

During the months when DOGE was most aggressively canceling contracts, O.M.B. was concealing how it was moving money through to agencies. Mr. Vought removed a legally required public database tracking those records. When a court forced the administration to restore it in August, the spending logs showed O.M.B. exerting unusual control over agency spending, using other documents the public can't see.

Under a 1974 law, it's illegal for the administration to "impound" or block money appropriated by Congress (to not spend the funds on those credit cards). But Mr. Vought has made clear he believes that law is unconstitutional and wants to test it in court.

Democrats have said they're fighting during the shutdown to restore expiring Obamacare subsidies and reverse recent cuts to Medicaid. But the impasse is about this larger issue, too: They don't want to vote for bipartisan spending bills if the Trump administration is simply -- and secretly -- going to choke off the parts it doesn't like.

"This crisis is not happening in a vacuum," Representative Rosa DeLauro of Connecticut, the top Democratic appropriator in the House, said of the shutdown in a statement. She blamed Mr. Vought and Mr. Trump for undermining the division of powers -- Congress passes spending laws, and the president is supposed to carry them out.

In trying to measure the effect of all of this, budget analysts on the left and right noted it's always hard to track real-time spending across a vast government with outdated data systems. But this situation is different, they said.

"When the administration is actively undermining transparency by hiding databases and filling the ones they do release with elementary accounting errors, budget analysts just throw their hands up," said Jessica Riedl, a senior fellow with the conservative Manhattan Institute.

That confusion has outlasted Mr. Musk's focus on the federal budget. And with it, the president has expanded his power to act without cluing in either legislators or the public, said Romina Boccia, director of budget and entitlement policy at the libertarian Cato Institute.

"That's the struggle we're witnessing: ultimately not so much about reducing the size and scope of government in a sustainable manner," she said, "and more about increasing executive power and finding out how much you can actually just do with the executive."

By that measure, and not total dollars saved, DOGE may have been more effective.
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Trump Awards Charlie Kirk the Presidential Medal of Freedom

President Trump presented the medal to Charlie Kirk's widow, Erika, on what would have been his 32nd birthday. 

Video: Trump Awards Charlie Kirk the Presidential Medal of Freedom

President Trump said he raced back from the Middle East peace talks to posthumously award the Presidential Medal of Freedom to Charlie Kirk, the conservative activist who was assassinated last month.


By Tyler Pager
Tyler Pager is a White House correspondent. He reported from Washington.


Oct 15, 2025 at 01:03 AM

President Trump on Tuesday posthumously awarded Charlie Kirk, the conservative activist, the Presidential Medal of Freedom, bestowing the nation's highest civilian honor on a political ally who was assassinated last month.

"We're here to honor and remember a fearless warrior for liberty, beloved leader who galvanized the next generation like nobody I've ever seen before, and an American patriot of the deepest conviction," Mr. Trump said during a ceremony in the White House Rose Garden, which was attended by most of the cabinet.

The president presented the medal to Mr. Kirk's widow, Erika Kirk, on what would have been Mr. Kirk's 32nd birthday, a tribute that Mr. Trump joked had stopped him from asking Mrs. Kirk to reschedule the event.   

"I raced back halfway around the globe," Mr. Trump said, referring to his trip to Israel and Egypt that he returned from early Tuesday morning. "I was going to call Erika and say, 'Erika, could you maybe move it to Friday?' And I didn't have the courage to call. But you know why I didn't call? Because I heard today was Charlie's birthday."

In tearful remarks, Mrs. Kirk said that her late husband "probably would have run for president, but not out of ambition."

She added: "He would only have done it if that was something that he believed that his country needed."

Mrs. Kirk thanked Mr. Trump for bestowing the honor on her husband, and promised to carry out his legacy. 

"You have given him the best birthday gift he could ever have," she said.

Mr. Kirk, the founder of the right-wing political organization Turning Point USA, was fatally shot on Sept. 10 while speaking at an event at Utah Valley University. Mr. Kirk, from the time he was 18, built Turning Point into a sprawling organization, with hundreds of chapters on college campuses. Mr. Trump and other top Republicans have credited Mr. Kirk for their electoral victories because of his work mobilizing young voters. 

"Charlie Kirk was a martyr for truth and for freedom," Mr. Trump said on Tuesday. "From Socrates and St. Peter, from Abraham Lincoln to Martin Luther King, those who change history the most -- and he really did -- have always risked their lives for causes they were put on earth to defend."

But Mr. Kirk's rhetoric was divisive, with critics arguing that his views on gay and transgender rights, as well as on race, were offensive. Mr. Kirk also may not have approved of the president comparing him to Dr. King, whom Mr. Kirk assailed as an "awful" person. He once said that the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was a "mistake."

The citation for the medal lauded Mr. Kirk for his work building Turning Point into the largest conservative youth organization in the nation, and for his commitment to the nation's founding principles. 

"You have given him the best birthday gift he could ever have," Mrs. Kirk said. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Mr. Kirk is the first person to receive the honor in Mr. Trump's second term. The president has announced plans to also award it to Rudolph W. Giuliani, the former mayor of New York and an adviser to Mr. Trump, and Ben Carson, who served as the housing secretary in Mr. Trump's first term. 

Through his work with Turning Point, Mr. Kirk developed close relationships with many of the president's top aides and other prominent Republicans, many of whom were in the Rose Garden on Tuesday. Among those in attendance were Vice President JD Vance, Secretary of State Marco Rubio, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, Attorney General Pam Bondi, Speaker Mike Johnson and Senator John Thune, Republican of South Dakota and the majority leader.

Donald Trump Jr., the president's son, who was especially close with Mr. Kirk, also attended the ceremony, as did Javier Milei, the leader of Argentina, who met with Mr. Trump earlier in the day. 

Mr. Kirk's death, which was captured on video, was part of a wave of political violence that has targeted people across the political spectrum. 

Mr. Trump survived two assassination attempts while running for president last year; Melissa Hortman, a Minnesota state lawmaker, was killed in June; Gov. Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania was the victim of an arson attack on his home in April while he and his family slept; and in 2017, Representative Steve Scalise, Republican of Louisiana, was nearly killed during a shooting at a congressional baseball team practice that targeted Republicans. 

But Mr. Trump has acknowledged only "radical left" political violence, and he said Tuesday that his administration was working to "confront it." Since Mr. Kirk's death, Mr. Trump and his allies have escalated attacks on their political opponents, and have vowed a broad crackdown on critics and left-leaning institutions. 
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The Supreme Court Case That Could Hand the House to Republicans

Democrats would be in danger of losing around a dozen majority-minority districts across the South if the court struck down part of the Voting Rights Act.

How could the Voting Rights Act ruling change the House?


Note: The current map depicts districts enacted as of Oct. 14. The plausible redistricting scenario is one of a range of possible outcomes. It includes expected redistricting in Florida and North Carolina, including districts that may be redrawn regardless of the Supreme Court's decision.


By Nate Cohn



Oct 15, 2025 at 03:21 PM

Republicans have been redrawing congressional districts this year at President Trump's behest, but so far it hasn't seemed to be enough to deny Democrats a reasonable path to control of the House of Representatives.

That might change if the Supreme Court strikes down Section 2 of the 1965 Voting Rights Act in Louisiana v. Callais, a case the court heard Wednesday.

Without Section 2, which has been interpreted to require the creation of majority-minority districts, Republicans could eliminate upward of a dozen Democratic-held districts across the South.

Republicans may not eliminate every Democratic-leaning district that they technically could (more on why later), but the party's aggressive mid-cycle redistricting suggests they would eliminate enough to obtain a significant structural advantage. It's not clear whether this would occur by next year's midterm elections, with a court ruling likely next summer, but the new seats would eventually be enough to make Republicans favored to win the House even if they lost the popular vote by a wide margin.

With those new seats added to the ones Republicans already seem poised to gain, the House would not be competitive in most election years.


Despite all the gerrymandering by both political parties in recent years, neither has been able to obtain a significant structural advantage in the House so far this decade. In two very close elections, the party that won the most votes won the most seats. That's partly because each side's gerrymanders canceled the other's out, but it's also because the two major legal limitations on gerrymandering -- state redistricting laws and Section 2 -- have also canceled each other out.

While state laws restricting gerrymandering have mostly been enacted by Democrats in blue and purple states, Section 2 is the main legal limitation on gerrymandering in many red states, particularly in the South. It bans voting practices that discriminate based on race, which has been interpreted to require the creation of majority-minority districts in areas with racially polarized voting and where minority groups represent a majority of the population. Without Section 2, many state legislatures would be free to eliminate majority-minority congressional districts, which mostly vote Democratic.

It's hard to say exactly how many districts Republicans would eliminate if Section 2 falls. It's also hard to say whether Republicans would be able to eliminate those districts before next year's midterms; the Supreme Court's decision is likely to come after many state primaries. The full fallout from the decision might not come until 2028 or even after the next census in 2030.

But even on the lower end of the estimate, Republicans will probably eliminate around a half-dozen districts: the majority Black districts in otherwise overwhelmingly Republican states and regions of the Deep South. In these reliably red states, Republicans could eliminate every Democratic-held majority-minority district while ensuring that the new districts remain relatively compact and overwhelmingly Republican.

With Mr. Trump already pressuring Republicans to undertake an aggressive mid-cycle redistricting effort, it would not be surprising to see Alabama, Mississippi, South Carolina, Louisiana and Tennessee attempt to eliminate every Democratic district.  Additionally, without Section 2, North Carolina's current plan to dismantle its First District would pass legal muster. And Florida Republicans might be tempted to target the state's Ninth District in its coming redistricting push.

After those seven or eight seats, things get a little fuzzier. On paper, Republicans could go much further and eliminate another half-dozen seats or more in Texas, Georgia, Missouri and Florida. Republicans might pursue these options, especially with Mr. Trump pressuring them to do so, but other factors would begin to weigh on their calculus.

One limiting factor is that Republicans can't eliminate every majority-majority district without endangering Republican incumbents. This is especially true in relatively competitive states like Georgia or Texas, where Republicans must preserve some number of Democratic districts to ensure that every Republican incumbent represents a safe district. It's also true in Florida, where Republicans have the additional burden of needing to plausibly follow the state's not-strongly-enforced Fair Districts amendment.

A second limiting factor is the cooperation of Republican members of Congress or even state legislators. It's not always painless for Republicans to eliminate additional Democratic seats, and Republican officials may not support more aggressive gerrymanders, even if they're mathematically possible.

A maximum gerrymander in Texas, for instance, might require a near total reconfiguration of the state's congressional map, with outlandishly shaped districts snaking from the center of major metropolitan areas all the way to the border of neighboring states. Republican incumbents might balk at losing their longtime constituents and donors if they suddenly represent a very different area, and they might fear primary challenges in the new districts. State legislators might not want to defend a new map against criticism from their voters.

This may not seem like a serious concern. After all, Republicans have attempted many gerrymanders in recent years. But those same gerrymanders have demonstrated that there are limits to how far they will go. This year, there was significant Republican opposition to the efforts to redraw the congressional maps in Missouri and Indiana. In Georgia in particular, the G.O.P. doesn't have as much room to survive Republican defections.

Even the successful Republican redistricting efforts sometimes show the hallmarks of a party running up against the tolerable limits of gerrymandering. The existence of a Democratic seat in Austin is one clear case. Legally, Texas Republicans could eliminate it today; it's majority white. Mathematically, Republicans could eliminate it by extending even more Republican districts into the city, like a pinwheel centered on Austin. But there hasn't been much appetite to do so.

Still, Republicans wouldn't need to flip so many districts to deal an enormous blow to Democratic chances. Even in the seven-to-eight-seat scenario, Democrats might need to win the popular vote by five percentage points to merely have a 50-50 shot to win the House.

In recent decades, five-point victories in the House popular vote have generally happened during "wave" elections, like in 1994, 2006, 2010 and 2018, when one party ends up winning a large majority. And only once in the past 30 years has it happened during a presidential election year: Barack Obama's win in 2008.

But if Section 2 falls, and Republicans redraw districts across the South, Democrats will be at enough of a structural disadvantage that even with a five-point victory, their chances might depend on upsets in a few heavily Republican districts.

Additional work by Amy Fan, Francesca Paris and Jonah Smith.
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U.S. Attorney Was Forced Out After Clashes Over How to Handle Russia Inquiry

The departures of Todd Gilbert and his deputy in the Western District of Virginia show the pressure being brought on prosecutors to pursue the president's perceived foes.

Todd Gilbert, a Republican, was a longtime legislator in Virginia until he was sworn in as the top prosecutor for the state's western district in July.  Steve Helber/Associated Press



By Devlin Barrett and Michael S. Schmidt
Devlin Barrett reported from Washington, and Michael S. Schmidt from New York.


Oct 14, 2025 at 09:57 PM

Career prosecutors at the Justice Department do not believe criminal charges are warranted from an investigation seeking to discredit an earlier F.B.I. inquiry into Russia's attempt to tilt the 2016 election in President Trump's favor, according to people familiar with the matter.

It leaves unclear what political appointees at the Justice Department might do, given the breadth of Mr. Trump's demands that it pursue people he perceives as enemies. Already, the U.S. attorney in the Western District of Virginia overseeing the case, Todd Gilbert, was forced to resign in August because he refused to sideline a high-ranking career prosecutor who found the evidence flimsy, the people familiar with the matter said.

Senior Justice Department officials had ordered Mr. Gilbert to open a grand jury investigation into whether anyone at F.B.I. headquarters during and after the Biden administration had mishandled classified documents related to the Russia investigation that Mr. Trump has long decried as a "witch hunt" against him.

Even as news of Mr. Gilbert's departure over the summer raised concerns about turmoil inside the Justice Department, the events leading up to it have remained unclear until now. The new details highlight how Mr. Trump's push for criminal prosecutions of those he sees as enemies has led to crises inside multiple U.S. attorneys' offices, in this instance dooming a top prosecutor in the Western District of Virginia, based in Roanoke. Similar disputes consumed Mr. Gilbert's counterpart in eastern Virginia, Erik S. Siebert, in recent weeks.

Mr. Gilbert was a longtime Republican legislator in Virginia until he was sworn in as the top prosecutor in July. He was quickly ordered to take up a case championed by the F.B.I. director, Kash Patel, and his deputy, Dan Bongino, after they learned that classified documents had been found inside "burn bags" at F.B.I. headquarters.

For decades, classified documents have been retained on computer servers. When printouts are made of sensitive documents, officials often dispose of them by burning the papers as a security measure. Mr. Patel and Mr. Bongino are among the Trump loyalists who have pressed for an investigation to determine whether senior F.B.I. officials at the time had conspired to protect former F.B.I. and C.I.A. officials by hiding or destroying such documents.

There have been a number of unusual facets to the investigation. The Justice Department tends to try to closely control national security-related investigations in a particular office or team. In this instance, however, the department has dedicated multiple U.S. attorneys' offices to a set of interconnected issues, all centered on an effort to show misconduct in the Russia investigation, which is nearly a decade old.

Federal prosecutors in western Virginia, rather than in Washington, were assigned the document investigation on the legal theory that jurisdiction was there because the F.B.I. has a classified document storage facility in Winchester, which is in that part of the state, according to people familiar with the case.

Since the investigation began, there has been little indication of any grand jury activity, though a host of former F.B.I. officials voluntarily sat for interviews, according to people familiar with the matter.

Witnesses in the case were questioned by a combination of civil lawyers -- not criminal prosecutors -- from the Western District of Virginia, as well as criminal prosecutors from the neighboring Eastern District of Virginia and F.B.I. agents. To reassure witnesses that they were not targets of the investigation, witnesses were allowed to be interviewed at their lawyers' offices, rather than at government buildings.

Defense lawyers who have clients caught up in the case have expressed bafflement at what possible crime could have been committed, and one witness approached earlier this year was told the investigation was being conducted at the specific direction of Mr. Patel.

Shortly after Mr. Gilbert took over as U.S. attorney, senior Justice Department officials instructed him to open an investigation into the handling of secret documents related to Russian intelligence reports, these people said.

After reviewing the evidence, Mr. Gilbert told his superiors that he did not believe there was sufficient evidence to justify a grand jury investigation, these people said. Frustrated by that answer, aides to Attorney General Pam Bondi and her deputy, Todd Blanche, blamed a senior career attorney in the office who they believed had swayed Mr. Gilbert: Zachary Lee, a veteran prosecutor with more than two decades of experience involving public corruption and narcotics, among other issues.

Justice Department officials ordered Mr. Gilbert to replace Mr. Lee with Robert Tracci as his deputy, these people said. After Mr. Lee was demoted, senior department officials suspected Mr. Gilbert was still primarily consulting Mr. Lee, whom they came to view as a holdover from the Biden administration, though he had been hired during the George W. Bush administration and promoted during the first Trump administration, these people added. At one point, Mr. Blanche spoke directly to Mr. Gilbert and offered him more resources to pursue the case, according to one person familiar with the events.

Pressed to further sideline or remove Mr. Lee, Mr. Gilbert refused, these people said. Department officials then informed Mr. Gilbert that he would be fired, and he resigned shortly afterward, posting a GIF on social media with a joke from the movie "Anchorman," in which the lead character exclaims, "Boy, that escalated quickly!"

Mr. Tracci has since stepped in as the acting U.S. attorney. Mr. Lee, who left the office this month, declined to comment. A Justice Department spokesman declined to comment about the case.

The investigation appears to have petered out, at least for the moment. While investigators have interviewed a number of former F.B.I. officials, there has been little observable activity in the case for weeks, and several people familiar with the work described it as essentially over.

In recent weeks, however, Trump appointees have secured critical indictments against some of Mr. Trump's nemeses, over the objections of career prosecutors. In the Eastern District of Virginia, Mr. Siebert, a Trump appointee, informed Justice Department officials that there was insufficient evidence to bring charges against Letitia James, New York's attorney general, and the former F.B.I. director James B. Comey.

Career prosecutors viewed a possible mortgage fraud case against Ms. James as fatally flawed and weak; they also considered the investigation into whether Mr. Comey had lied in testifying to Congress in 2020 as unworthy of charges.

Mr. Trump then fired Mr. Siebert, replacing him with a White House lawyer with no experience as a prosecutor, Lindsey Halligan, who quickly won grand jury indictments against both Mr. Comey and Ms. James.

Both defendants deny wrongdoing, and have accused the Trump administration of misusing the criminal justice system to pursue political vendettas.

Other prosecutors have been under pressure to deliver big-name indictments on politically sensitive cases sought by Mr. Trump and his allies. In Baltimore, charges could be filed any day against the president's former national security adviser, John R. Bolton, in a long-running investigation into whether he mishandled classified information. That same office has also been assigned to investigate Senator Adam B. Schiff, a California Democrat, to determine if he engaged in mortgage fraud.

In Philadelphia, the U.S. attorney is overseeing an investigation into whether intelligence officials lied about an intelligence assessment drafted in the waning days of the Obama administration. That assessment, long criticized by the president's supporters, determined Russia had sought to interfere in the 2016 election to benefit Mr. Trump.
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Jack Smith Calls Idea That Politics Infected Trump Prosecutions 'Ludicrous'

The former special counsel's first extended remarks since resigning in January were released the same day House Republicans summoned him to testify.

Jack Smith in Washington in 2023. In his remarks released on Tuesday, Mr. Smith painted a dire picture of the Justice Department's future. "Nothing like what we see now has ever gone on," he said. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Glenn Thrush and Annie Karni
Reporting from Washington


Oct 14, 2025 at 10:10 PM

Jack Smith, the special counsel who twice secured indictments of Donald J. Trump, said it was "ludicrous" to suggest he was motivated by partisan politics -- and offered a scathing denunciation of the Trump Justice Department -- in his first extended remarks since resigning in January.

"The idea that politics played a role in who worked on that case, or who got chosen, is ludicrous," Mr. Smith said during an Oct. 8 interview with the former prosecutor Andrew Weissmann at the University College London that was posted online Tuesday.

Mr. Smith offered a dour hourlong assessment of Mr. Trump's campaign of retribution against his enemies, rebuking the indictments of James B. Comey, the former F.B.I. director, and Letitia James, the New York attorney general, over the objections of career prosecutors. He also called out the forced resignations of prosecutors who unsuccessfully opposed White House efforts to drop the bribery case against Mayor Eric Adams of New York.

"Nothing like what we see now has ever gone on," he said.

"There are rules in the department about how to bring a case -- follow those rules," he added. "You can't say: 'I want this outcome. Let me throw the rules out.'"

The abrupt re-emergence of Mr. Smith, a veteran public integrity and war crimes prosecutor cast as a "deranged" partisan by Mr. Trump, comes as the president ramps up demands for payback and his congressional allies increase pressure on Biden-era officials seen as his enemies. And Mr. Smith is the biggest.

On Tuesday, Republicans on the House Judiciary Committee summoned Mr. Smith to testify behind closed doors about what they called "partisan and politically motivated prosecutions" of Mr. Trump.

Representative Jim Jordan, the Ohio Republican who is the chairman of the panel, demanded that Mr. Smith appear by Oct. 28 but did not issue a legally binding subpoena.

A spokesman for Mr. Smith had no comment.

While Republican lawmakers publicly celebrated the move, they have been more circumspect privately, expressing concern that offering a public arena for Mr. Smith, a self-assured prosecutor comfortable in high-pressure situations, could backfire by undermining the narrative that the investigations were unjustified.

Mr. Smith joked that his first boss would have thrown him "out the window" if he had expressed a political or personal motive for bringing a case, in a rare moment of levity during an hour of otherwise sober conversation.

Mr. Smith, who was appointed by Attorney General Merrick B. Garland in November 2022, was most passionate in his defense of the career prosecutors and F.B.I. agents who worked for him, many of them subsequently purged by Trump political appointees without evidence they had done anything wrong.

"They do not like to tell their own story. They cannot start a sentence with I; they start that with we," he said. "These are team players who don't want anything but to do good in the world. They're not interested in politics."

Mr. Smith added that he was "very concerned" about efforts to "demonize these people for political ends when these are the very sort of people I think we should be celebrating."

Trump law enforcement officials, working closely with congressional Republicans, have targeted career F.B.I. agents and prosecutors who worked for Mr. Smith for termination without providing verified evidence of wrongdoing, citing Mr. Trump's broad powers under Article II of the Constitution.

Earlier this month, Kash Patel, the F.B.I. director, fired two agents who were identified as having worked with Mr. Smith. Both were bureau veterans with excellent performance records. They had been identified as associates of Mr. Smith in documents obtained by Senator Charles E. Grassley, the Iowa Republican who is the chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee.

In his role as special counsel, Mr. Smith brought two foiled federal prosecutions against Mr. Trump -- a case accusing him of retaining classified documents after leaving office and obstructing efforts to retrieve them in Florida, and charges stemming from his effort to overturn the 2020 election in Washington. Both were dropped after Mr. Trump won the 2024 presidential election.

Mr. Smith shrugged off criticism about the pace of both cases, saying that his team -- and Justice Department officials who worked on the election interference case before he arrived -- moved as fast as possible given the demands of collecting evidence sufficient to obtain convictions.

"The idea of people criticizing things -- particularly in the media -- if you are a good prosecutor, that is noise, and you need to tune it out," he said, adding, "We do all our work by the book."

Mr. Smith painted a dire picture of the department's future. He said the firings and resignations of experienced career prosecutors, particularly in the national security division, would hamstring the department for years.

"If you think getting rid of the people who know most about national security is going to make our country safer, you do not know anything about national security," he said.

For years, Mr. Jordan, as head of the judiciary panel, has been scrutinizing the special counsel's office, accusing it of attempting to silence Mr. Trump and raiding his Florida estate, Mar-a-Lago, in an unnecessary and "abusive" fashion. He has accused Mr. Smith and his team, without evidence, of manipulating evidence in the case.

On Tuesday, Mr. Jordan wrote a letter summoning Mr. Smith to Capitol Hill for testimony needed "to understand the full extent to which the Biden-Harris Justice Department weaponized federal law enforcement." The letter accused Mr. Smith of "abusive surveillance" of lawmakers and of "prosecutorial misconduct and constitutional abuses."

Mr. Jordan claimed Mr. Smith's prosecutorial tactics were "so flagrant that the Justice Department's Office of Professional Responsibility confirmed to the committee in November 2024 that it had opened an inquiry."

Mr. Jordan appeared to be referring to a so-called self-filed complaint from a member of Mr. Trump's defense team, Stanley Woodward Jr., against a career national security official who was working on the Florida documents investigation. Such complaints are not proof of guilt, and there are no indications that the inquiry uncovered any wrongdoing. Mr. Woodward is now a senior Justice Department official.

Democrats immediately pointed out the paradox of House Republicans accusing Mr. Smith of "politically motivated prosecutions" just days after the acting U.S. attorney secured the indictment of Ms. James amid Mr. Trump's calls for her prosecution on social media.

The request for all documents and communications and a transcribed interview, Mr. Jordan wrote on Tuesday, was part of the committee's investigation into what he described as the former special counsel's "partisan and politically motivated" prosecutions of Mr. Trump and his co-defendants.

It was not the first time Mr. Jordan had wielded his gavel in the service of Mr. Trump's vendettas.

Acting as one of the president's top allies in Congress, Mr. Jordan in 2023 issued a letter demanding documents and testimony from Alvin L. Bragg, the Manhattan district attorney, whom he accused of "an unprecedented abuse of prosecutorial authority" after his indictment of Mr. Trump that year.

But Democrats on Capitol Hill celebrated Mr. Jordan's request as an unexpected victory for transparency.

"Chairman Jordan's letter today to Jack Smith clearly demands the release of Smith's full report, and all accompanying records, from his investigation into Donald Trump's hoarding of classified documents and obstruction of justice at Mar-a-Lago," Representative Jamie Raskin of Maryland, the top Democrat on the Judiciary Committee, said in a statement. "An extraordinary yearslong MAGA cover-up has deprived the American public of the opportunity to read this special counsel report that the taxpayers paid for."

He added: "We look forward to finally receiving the Jack Smith report on Trump and the classified documents!"
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U.S. Says It Revoked Visas of Some People Who Criticized Charlie Kirk

The State Department's X account listed six examples of people who it said had made comments about the assassination of Mr. Kirk, a right-wing activist, and said it was withdrawing their visas.

Charlie Kirk at the Turning Point America Fest in Phoenix in December. Mr. Kirk was fatally shot last month while speaking at a college in Utah. Anna Watts for The New York Times



By Claire Moses



Oct 15, 2025 at 01:33 PM

The United States revoked the visas of at least six foreign citizens whom it accused of celebrating the assassination of the right-wing activist Charlie Kirk, the State Department said in a series of social media posts on Tuesday.

Since Mr. Kirk was fatally shot last month, U.S. officials have said they were searching for foreigners who had made public comments cheering or joking about his death, called on the public to help identify them and warned they would be barred from the United States.

The State Department's X account on Tuesday posted screenshots of excerpts from online comments by six people it said had celebrated Mr. Kirk's death, and said they were no longer welcome in the United States, raising questions about First Amendment protections.

"The United States has no obligation to host foreigners who wish death on Americans," it said. The department was continuing "to identify visa holders who celebrated the heinous assassination of Charlie Kirk," it added.

The New York Times could not independently confirm the people's identities, nationalities or U.S. visa status. The department's posts did not include the individuals' names, or had them redacted. The State Department did not respond to a request for comment Wednesday morning.

Mr. Kirk, a prominent right-wing political activist and close ally of President Trump, was killed last month while speaking to thousands of people at a college in Utah. Mr. Trump, who has used the assassination to escalate his effort to stifle political opposition, on Tuesday awarded Mr. Kirk a posthumous Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest civilian honor.

Last month, Secretary of State Marco Rubio said: "If you are here on a visa and cheering on the public assassination of a political figure, prepare to be deported. You are not welcome in this country."

Judges have rebuked Mr. Rubio for taking similar actions against pro-Palestinian activists and have ordered them freed from detention.

Among the examples the State Department listed on Tuesday was an Argentine who "said that Kirk 'devoted his entire life spreading racist, xenophobic, misogynistic rhetoric' and deserves to burn in hell. Visa revoked."

Other examples were a German who the department said had written online that "when fascists die, democrats don't complain," and a Brazilian who posted that Mr. Kirk "died too late," it said.
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Brown University Rejects White House Deal for Special Treatment

Brown was the second university to turn down the deal, which would have given a funding preference to universities that agreed to certain requirements.

Brown University had already agreed to a deal with the White House earlier in the summer to restore funding. Tony Luong for The New York Times



By Alan Blinder
Reporting from Providence, R.I. 


Oct 15, 2025 at 08:29 PM

Brown University on Wednesday rejected a White House proposal to steer public money toward schools that aligned with President Trump's priorities, defying the federal government it had negotiated with over the summer.

Brown was the second university to rebuff the government's proposal of so-called compact, after M.I.T. did so last week. But Brown's decision was likely to carry extraordinary weight in higher education because it had previously reached a settlement with the Trump administration to restore hundreds of millions of dollars in federal research funding.

"I am concerned that the compact by its nature and by various provisions would restrict academic freedom and undermine the autonomy of Brown's governance, critically compromising our ability to fulfill our mission," the university's president, Christina H. Paxson, told Trump administration officials in a letter on Wednesday.

The proposal, for which the government asked Brown and eight other universities to submit feedback by Monday, calls for limits on international students, potentially "abolishing institutional units that purposefully punish, belittle and even spark violence against conservative ideas," and policies enshrining "that academic freedom is not absolute," among other conditions.

The document, partially the brainchild of the billionaire financier Marc Rowan, says that schools are "free to develop models and values" other than the ones the Trump administration proposed if they choose to "forego federal benefits." And the government had dangled the possibility of "multiple positive benefits" for schools that agreed, including "substantial and meaningful federal grants."

Over the weekend, Mr. Trump had signaled that the compact would be open to a far broader pool of schools than the nine his government sought feedback from this month. Mr. Trump wrote on social media that "much of Higher Education has lost its way, and is now corrupting our Youth and Society with WOKE, SOCIALIST, and ANTI-AMERICAN Ideology," and that "Institutions that want to quickly return to the pursuit of Truth and Achievement" were "invited to enter into a forward looking Agreement with the Federal Government to help bring about the Golden Age of Academic Excellence in Higher Education."

Liz Huston, a White House spokeswoman, said in a statement after Brown's announcement that Mr. Trump was "committed to restoring academic excellence and common sense at our higher education institutions" and that "any university that joins this historic effort will help to positively shape America's future."

The debate about the compact has been fraught throughout higher education, but the matter has been especially sensitive at Brown. In July, the university reached an agreement with the administration that included a $50 million pledge for work force programs and an array of policy changes.

In return, the Trump administration restored federal research funding, closed a handful of investigations and, crucially to Brown officials, agreed that the settlement would not give the government "authority to dictate Brown's curriculum or the content of academic speech."

In her letter to the government on Wednesday, Dr. Paxson noted the July agreement's terms and suggested that the Trump administration's proposed compact did not offer the same intellectual protections Brown had secured over the summer.

"We remain	committed to the July agreement	and	its preservation of Brown's core values	in ways	that the	compact -- in any form -- fundamentally would not," she wrote.

In some respects, Dr. Paxson's letter echoed one that Sally Kornbluth, M.I.T.'s president, sent last week. In her letter, Dr. Kornbluth asserted that the proposed compact was "inconsistent with our core belief that scientific funding should be based on scientific merit alone" and threatened to "restrict freedom of expression and our independence as an institution."

So far, only the University of Texas system has publicly indicated support for the administration's proposal. Dartmouth College, the University of Arizona, the University of Pennsylvania, the University of Southern California, the University of Virginia and Vanderbilt University have said little about their views.

Until Wednesday afternoon, Brown and Dr. Paxson had been largely silent, stirring fears in Providence, R.I., where the school's campus is, that the university might agree to the proposal.

Students, faculty members and others in Brown's orbit had protested, circulated petitions, bombarded administrators with letters and even planned an advisory campus referendum about how the university should respond.

"We need to decide, as a community, how or whether to respond to the invitation to provide comments," Dr. Paxson said in an open letter last week, referring to the government's request for feedback on the compact. She added, "Brown's course of action should and will be informed by the perspectives of our community."

But the compact had not attracted vocal champions on campus. Numerous students and faculty members across academic disciplines said they had not heard about people pushing for the university to adopt the proposal.

Then, with virtually no warning on Wednesday, Dr. Paxson dispelled some of the uncertainty.

"This is a major win, but the attack on higher education and Brown is not over," Brown Rise Up, a student group that opposed the compact, said on Instagram soon after Dr. Paxson's announcement. It pleaded for continued support "to fight back against Trump's encroachment onto our schools."

But it sounded a triumphant note.

"BROWN ROSE UP."
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Trump Signs Memo Expanding His Authority to Spend Federal Money

The president gave Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth wide authority to repurpose funds to pay members of the military without approval from Congress, which has the sole constitutional authority to decide federal spending.

Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth and top U.S. generals and admirals listened to President Trump deliver remarks in Quantico, Va., last month. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Luke Broadwater
Reporting from Washington


Oct 15, 2025 at 09:27 PM

President Trump on Wednesday signed a memorandum seeking to significantly expand his administration's authority to repurpose unspent federal funds to pay members of the military during the government shutdown.

The memo escalates his challenge to Congress's authority on spending matters, but it is unclear whether he has the legal authority undertake such a move. Mr. Trump's memorandum purports to give Pete Hegseth, the defense secretary, wide authority to repurpose funds, even though no such permission has been granted by Congress.

It states that Mr. Hegseth, in coordination with the White House budget office, should use "any funds appropriated by the Congress that remain available for expenditure in fiscal year 2026 to accomplish the scheduled disbursement of military pay." It says such funds should have "a reasonable, logical relationship to the pay and allowances of military personnel, consistent with applicable law."

Some Democrats have balked at the way Mr. Trump has repurposed money during the shutdown, arguing that his actions are most likely illegal and undercut Congress's constitutional power.

But Republicans have been daring Democrats to enter a political fight over the issue of military pay.

"If the Democrats want to go to court and challenge troops being paid, bring it," Speaker Mike Johnson said at a news conference on Tuesday.

Separately, Mr. Trump also said he planned to provide funding to pay F.B.I. agents during the shutdown. He did specify the source of that funding.

At an Oval Office event, the F.B.I. director, Kash Patel, praised Mr. Trump for the move.

"You've found a way to get these individuals paid during a government shutdown," Mr. Patel said to Mr. Trump.

"We got the people that we want paid, paid," Mr. Trump said. "We want the F.B.I. paid," he added. "We want the military paid. We got the people that we want paid."

Mr. Trump's memo on the military gives his administration broader authority than it had previously exercised to repurpose funds. The administration had already said it planned to tap about $8 billion in unspent research, testing and evaluation money from the prior fiscal year to pay the troops.

Mr. Trump wrote in the memo that active duty military personnel would probably miss their next paychecks, on Oct. 15, because of the shutdown, an outcome that "presents a serious and unacceptable threat to military readiness and the ability of our armed forces to protect and defend our nation."

The federal government has been shut down for more than two weeks as Democrats demand changes to health care policy to avoid significant cost increases for many Americans.
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Before Alaska Flooding, E.P.A. Canceled $20 Million Flood Protection Grant

The remote village of Kipnuk planned to use the money to protect against flooding. On Sunday, it was inundated.

Climate change is making the remote village of Kipnuk vulnerable to extreme flooding, where key infrastructure is at risk of collapsing into the river. Norma Andrea Evan, via KYUK



By Maxine Joselow and Lisa Friedman



Oct 14, 2025 at 09:55 PM

Five months before catastrophic floods swept through the Alaska Native village of Kipnuk on Sunday, tearing many houses off their foundations, the Trump administration canceled a $20 million grant intended to protect the community from such extreme flooding.

The grant from the Environmental Protection Agency was designed to help stabilize the riverbank on which Kipnuk is built, protecting it from the twin threats of erosion and flooding.

But in May, the E.P.A. revoked the grant, which was issued at the end of the Biden administration, saying it was "no longer consistent" with the agency's priorities. Lee Zeldin, the E.P.A. administrator, boasted on social media that he was eliminating "wasteful DEI and Environmental Justice grants," referring to diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives, and programs to help communities facing a disproportionate level of environmental threats.

It is unclear whether the work funded by the grant would have prevented the tragedy on Sunday, which left one person dead and two missing in the neighboring village of Kwigillingok. But the disaster laid bare the area's vulnerability to flooding and the consequences of the Trump administration's cuts to environmental programs.

Senator Lisa Murkowski, Republican of Alaska, said the flooding underscored the need for funding for underserved communities in the state. Earlier this year, Ms. Murkowski called on the Trump administration to ensure that funding for Alaska Native communities did not get swept up in the president's opposition to D.E.I. initiatives.

"This administration prioritizes lowering costs -- but minimizing the impacts of a disaster like this before it occurs is far cheaper than rebuilding afterward, to say nothing of the toll these events take on people's lives," Ms. Murkowski said in a statement. "Whether you call it climate change or 'once-in-a-generation' extreme weather, no community in the wealthiest country on earth should lack the basic infrastructure needed to keep its people safe."


Brigit Hirsch, the E.P.A. press secretary, said in an email that the agency was still providing about $140 million to Alaska, much of which would support infrastructure projects in rural communities. She did not respond to questions about the terminated grant for Kipnuk.

Rayna Paul, the environmental director for Kipnuk, could not be reached for comment amid cellphone service outages in the aftermath of the disaster. But in a court filing in litigation over the funding's cancellation, Ms. Paul said the money was "essential to prevent environmental and cultural catastrophe."

Before the cancellation, the E.P.A. Administrator Lee Zeldin boasted that he would get rid of "wasteful DEI and Environmental Justice grants." Kenny Holston/The New York Times


Kipnuk, a village of about 970 people along the Bering Sea, is built on permafrost, ground that has been frozen in some cases for hundreds or thousands of years. Climate change is heating the Arctic region more rapidly than the rest of the planet and the permafrost has started to thaw. 

"When you have permafrost it's like you're dealing with concrete; you could take an ax to it," said Tom Ravens, a civil engineering professor at the University of Alaska-Anchorage who focuses on the Arctic. "Once that permafrost thaws, it becomes this gooey mess."

As a result of melting permafrost, Kipnuk's key infrastructure is at risk of collapsing into the river whenever it floods after a major storm. Ms. Paul said she was especially worried that abandoned fuel tanks and batteries could leak hazardous waste into the river, potentially contaminating the water and surrounding lands. On Monday, officials were investigating possible fuel spills stemming from the stations that supply local boats and airplanes.

Kipnuk has already flooded at least 30 times between 1979 and 2022, mostly after major storms, according to a report last year from Alaska's Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys.

"In recent years, we've seen stronger storms and records being broken more regularly, which is incredibly concerning," said Nora Nieminski, a coastal hazards program manager who was an author of the report.

Ms. Nieminski declined to discuss the canceled grant, citing an agency policy of not commenting on federal funding decisions. But, she said, "the fact that Kipnuk was applying for this grant is just proof that they are very much in need of support and in need of funds to relocate homes that are threatened by higher waters."

The remnants of Typhoon Halong unleashed record-breaking storm surge in Kipnuk over the weekend, Ms. Nieminski added. Emergency management officials rescued at least 51 people in Kipnuk and Kwigillingok on Sunday, while more than 1,000 remained in emergency shelters on Monday.

The E.P.A. grant was intended to fund Kipnuk's river stabilization project for three years. Planning, design and some construction were supposed to happen between June and September, when the river would have thawed enough for barges to bring supplies to the village.

Amanda Coyne, a spokeswoman for Senator Dan Sullivan, Republican of Alaska, said on Wednesday that Mr. Sullivan had asked Mr. Zeldin in May to restore the Kipnuk grant and was in touch with the E.P.A. administrator again this week.

"The specific grant related to erosion in Kipnuk likely would not have been implemented in time to prevent this disaster," Ms. Coyne said. "That said, as these storms become more frequent and more intense, Senator Sullivan believes we need to put long-term protections in place for rural Alaska."

Zealan Hoover, who served as a senior adviser at the E.P.A. during the Biden administration, accused Mr. Zeldin of using "inflammatory rhetoric" about D.E.I. initiatives that misrepresented efforts in places like Kipnuk.

"For decades, E.P.A. has been a partner to local communities," Mr. Hoover said. "For the first time under this administration, E.P.A. has taken an aggressively adversarial posture toward the very people and communities that it is intended to protect."

The Biden administration awarded Kipnuk the funding under the Community Change Grants program, which was created under a 2022 climate law and was intended to benefit disadvantaged areas.

In January, Mr. Trump issued an executive order directing agencies to eliminate all D.E.I. policies, programs and offices. The E.P.A. complied by closing its environmental justice offices, which had helped oversee the Community Change Grants program, and firing or reassigning hundreds of their employees.

Without the federal funding, residents and leaders of Kipnuk would probably not have the resources to pursue the riverbank stabilization project on their own. The village has an average annual income of $12,107 and a poverty rate of more than 26 percent. The homes lack running water, and the only buildings with flushable toilets are the school and the laundromat.

"The Native Village of Kipnuk does not have taxing authority and cannot raise funds itself for riverbank stabilization, or anything else," Ms. Paul wrote in the court filing. "It depends on grants to fund local government projects."
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Grijalva, Now Certified in Arizona, Demands Again That Johnson Seat Her

Representative-elect Adelita Grijalva appeared at the Capitol with other Arizona Democrats on Wednesday to criticize the Republican speaker for continuing to refuse to swear her in.

Representative-elect Adelita Grijalva, a Democrat from Arizona, speaks during a news conference on Wednesday about not yet being sworn in to take her seat in the House of Representatives. Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times



By Annie Karni
Reporting from the Capitol


Oct 15, 2025 at 04:48 PM

The Arizona secretary of state on Tuesday certified the election of Representative-elect Adelita Grijalva, a Democrat who won a special election 22 days ago in her state.

But Speaker Mike Johnson is still refusing to seat her while he keeps the House out of session during the government shutdown.

So on Wednesday morning, a group of Arizona lawmakers gathered in front of the Capitol and accused Mr. Johnson of protecting pedophiles, obstructing the will of voters and taking an unprecedented political action in refusing to perform the simple ministerial duty of swearing in an elected member of Congress.

"This delay is not procedural, it is intentional," said Ms. Grijalva, who is poised to provide the final signature needed to force a floor vote on whether to demand that the Trump administration release the Epstein files. "He is doing everything in his power to shield this administration from accountability. That is not leadership, that is obstruction."

The Arizona attorney general, Kris Mayes, has threatened legal action against Mr. Johnson for failing to seat the congresswoman-elect, and Ms. Grijalva said Wednesday that she had also been exploring what legal options she has to officially claim her seat. For now, she said, she had to wait for someone to let her into the Capitol complex on Wednesday morning because she could not yet enter on her own.

"This is unprecedented, and it's wrong, and the speaker is doing this purely for political reasons," said Senator Mark Kelly, Democrat of Arizona.

Mr. Johnson has insisted that he cannot and will not seat Ms. Grijalva while the House is out of session. There is no such rule for swearing in a duly elected member of Congress. The House can continue to operate even in the event of a government shutdown, and lawmakers may be sworn in even when the chamber is not meeting for legislative business.

Mr. Johnson himself swore in two Florida Republicans who won their seats in special elections earlier this year while the House was in a recess. He said he would not do so for Ms. Grijalva because she was elected while the House was out of session, a distinction that has no bearing on the legitimacy of her election.

He has claimed that his reluctance to seat Ms. Grijalva has nothing to do with avoiding a politically painful vote on legislation that calls on the Justice Department to quickly release all materials from its closed investigation into the convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. Democrats contend that is the only reason that Mr. Johnson is refusing to act.

"Speaker Johnson is protecting pedophiles, that's what this is about," Senator Ruben Gallego, Democrat of Arizona, said Wednesday. "The only thing that's been consistent the whole time is that Speaker Johnson is covering up for pedophiles."

For now, the only tool immediately available to Democrats is an ongoing public pressure campaign that so far has not yielded any results.

"Speaker Johnson keeps moving the goal posts," said Representative Adriano Espaillat, Democrat of New York and chairman of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus.

The morning news conference followed an attempt a day earlier to embarrass Mr. Johnson into action. On Tuesday afternoon, a group of Democratic lawmakers marched to the speaker's office together to demand that he swear in Ms. Grijalva, who won a special election last month to succeed her father, Representative Raul Grijalva, after his death in March.

"What is he afraid of? Epstein!" the Democrats sang as a call-and-response chant as they walked through the Capitol.

But Mr. Johnson was not there. He was attending a ceremony at the White House honoring the slain right-wing activist Charlie Kirk.

Last week, the two Democratic senators from Arizona confronted Mr. Johnson in person in the hallway outside of his office. None of it has swayed Mr. Johnson, but Democrats appear intent on trying to humiliate him until he does what they believe is the right thing.

As he walked back to the Capitol after Wednesday's morning news conference, Mr. Gallego wanted to make sure his message had not been lost on the reporters who had assembled.

"Speaker Johnson is covering up for pedophiles, did you guys get that?" he said. "Speaker Johnson is covering up for pedophiles."
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Florida Grand Jury Hears Evidence in Investigation of Charity Tied to Casey DeSantis

The inquiry is focused on $10 million that the charity received last year, then gave to political committees that helped Gov. Ron DeSantis defeat a ballot measure.

Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida and his wife, Casey DeSantis, during a panel discussion at the Florida Children and Families Summit in Orlando last year. Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel, via Associated Press



By Patricia Mazzei
Reporting from Miami


Oct 15, 2025 at 04:25 PM

Prosecutors in Florida brought witnesses before a grand jury in Tallahassee on Tuesday as part of an investigation into a charity tied to Casey DeSantis, the state's first lady. The investigation is focused on the charity's $10 million contribution last fall to political committees backing a campaign led by Gov. Ron DeSantis.

One of the witnesses, State Representative Alex Andrade, a Pensacola Republican, led a legislative subcommittee that investigated the charity's finances this year.

"I received a subpoena, and I complied with it," Mr. Andrade said in an interview after he appeared at the Leon County Courthouse on Tuesday.

The office of the county's state attorney, Jack Campbell, a Democrat, confirmed in May that it was investigating the charity, the Hope Florida Foundation. Mr. Campbell declined to comment at the time, and did so again when asked recently whether a grand jury had been impaneled in the case.

Grand juries in Florida are secret. But Tallahassee, like many state capitals, is a small place when it comes to politics, and word about subpoenas going out to witnesses started to spread a couple of weeks ago.

Testimony from Mr. Andrade and other witnesses could lay the groundwork for potential criminal charges, though the exact target of the investigation remains unclear.

The foundation is the fund-raising arm of Hope Florida, a project that Ms. DeSantis started in 2021. It aims to keep low-income families off public assistance by connecting them with churches and local groups that might help them with their needs. The governor and his wife have staunchly defended Hope Florida's work and dismissed the legislative investigation into its spending as politicking.

At the center of the investigation is a $10 million payment that the foundation quietly received last year from Centene, a Medicaid contractor that had overbilled the state. The foundation quickly gave the money to two nonprofit political committees that helped Mr. DeSantis and his allies defeat a November ballot measure that would have legalized marijuana.

The money came from a September 2024 settlement related to Centene's overbilling. Mr. Andrade has called what happened with the $10 million a potential "conspiracy to commit money laundering and wire fraud." The DeSantis administration has disputed that the $10 million counted as Medicaid funding, which is highly regulated.

Several current and former DeSantis appointees and administration officials were involved in the $10 million transaction. Among them was James Uthmeier, then the governor's chief of staff and now the state's attorney general. Mr. Uthmeier, a Republican, has denied any wrongdoing.

Several people from outside the administration, including from the political committees that received the $10 million from the charity, were also involved.

The investigation has brought considerable scrutiny to Mr. DeSantis, who is term-limited, and to his wife, who is weighing whether to run for governor next year to succeed him.

Mr. Uthmeier, whom Mr. DeSantis appointed as attorney general in February, is running for a full term in 2026. President Trump endorsed his candidacy last week.

Before last year, the Hope Florida Foundation had raised only about $2 million over three years.

Soon after receiving the $10 million windfall last fall, it gave $5 million to Secure Florida's Future, which is run by the Florida Chamber of Commerce. Another $5 million went to Save Our Society From Drugs, which seeks to prevent drug use. The two nonprofit political committees are known as "dark money" groups because they do not have to release detailed financial reports.

The two groups then routed a total of $8.5 million to Keep Florida Clean, a political action committee created to oppose Amendment 3, the ballot measure that would have legalized marijuana.

Then, between October and December 2024, Keep Florida Clean sent $10.5 million to the Republican Party of Florida and $1.1 million to the Florida Freedom Fund, Mr. DeSantis's PAC. Both those groups spent money opposing Amendment 3, arguing that it would hurt Floridians' quality of life.

At the time, Keep Florida Clean and the Florida Freedom Fund were both run by Mr. Uthmeier. Although a majority of voters supported the marijuana amendment last November, it failed to get the 60 percent of votes needed to pass.

Amy Ronshausen, of Save Our Society From Drugs, was also at the Leon County Courthouse on Tuesday, The Tampa Bay Times and The Miami Herald reported. Her lawyer declined to comment to reporters in court and did not immediately respond to a request from The New York Times on Wednesday.

Brendan Farrington contributed reporting from Tallahassee, Fla. 
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Katie Porter Says She 'Fell Short' in Viral Video Moments

Videos surfaced last week showing the former congresswoman belittling a television reporter and berating an aide. Porter, who is running for California governor, pledged to do better.

Katie Porter, a Democratic candidate for California governor, was seen cursing at one of her aides in a 2021 video and threatening to walk out of a recent television interview. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times



By Laurel Rosenhall
Reporting from Sacramento


Oct 15, 2025 at 05:58 AM

In her first public comments since two viral videos surfaced last week showing her berating a staff member and belittling a news reporter, Katie Porter owned up to her missteps on Tuesday and said she was working to hold herself to a higher standard of conduct.

Ms. Porter, a former Democratic congresswoman, has been the early front-runner in next year's race for California governor. But the videos cracked open a new phase by spurring opponents to go on the attack and intensifying the feeling among some Democrats that the party needed to find another candidate to be its standard-bearer.

On Tuesday, Ms. Porter was interviewed for the television show "Inside California Politics," and she later appeared on a Zoom call organized by the Working Families Party, a progressive group that both endorses liberal Democrats and runs its own candidates.

"I absolutely understand that I could have been better in those moments," Ms. Porter told activists and voters on the Zoom call. "I'm going to hold myself to that standard, to do better and to acknowledge that I fell short."

Last week, the CBS affiliate in Sacramento posted a video in which Ms. Porter laughed at a reporter's question about her message to Republican voters and threatened to walk out on the interview. A day later, Politico posted a 2021 video in which she was seen cursing at an aide who interrupted her recording to correct what she was saying.

"What I did to that staffer was wrong," Ms. Porter said in the "Inside California Politics" interview. "I've acknowledged it to her in that moment, and I'm acknowledging it now."

"I think people who know me know I can be tough," she added, "but I need to do a better job expressing appreciation for the amazing work that my team does."

Detractors and rivals seized on the videos as a sign that Ms. Porter was not fit to lead the nation's most populous state. But some of Ms. Porter's allies have defended her as someone who can be brutally honest, and others have suggested that the criticism was sexist because they said men would not have been rebuked for the same actions.

Ms. Porter is aiming to succeed Gov. Gavin Newsom, who cannot run for re-election because of term limits. She is one of several candidates running in an open primary in June 2026. Though Ms. Porter has been ahead in the polls so far, many voters remain undecided and additional candidates may still enter the race.

Powerful insiders are trying to draft Senator Alex Padilla, a fellow Democrat, to run for governor. And on Tuesday, Tom Steyer, the Democratic billionaire who ran unsuccessfully for president in 2020, fueled speculation that he may jump into the 2026 governor's race when he released a new campaign ad for Mr. Newsom's redistricting measure in which he spoke directly to the camera.

On "Inside California Politics," Nikki Laurenzo, the show's host, asked Ms. Porter if she had the temperament to be governor and pressed her on whether any other concerning videos would surface.

Ms. Porter did not directly answer the question.

"I can tell you what I've told you, which is that I am taking responsibility for this situation, and I'm also not going to back down from fighting back for California, from being tough."

She vowed to move forward with her campaign and said she had spent the day talking with local Democratic groups and labor unions.

In her 2023 memoir, "I Swear: Politics Is Messier Than My Minivan," Ms. Porter said that a campaign consultant told her during her first run for Congress to respect journalists.

"The rule is to honor the interviewer," she wrote. "Do not interrupt, do not argue and definitely do not say they are stupid."
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Rep. Seth Moulton Announces Run for Senator Markey's Seat in Massachusetts

Mr. Moulton, a 46-year-old fellow Democrat, released a video emphasizing the age difference between himself and Mr. Markey, 79.

Representative Seth Moulton at a hearing in Washington in 2023. Alex Brandon/Associated Press



By Jenna Russell



Oct 15, 2025 at 12:48 PM

Representative Seth Moulton of Massachusetts announced on Tuesday that he would challenge Senator Edward J. Markey, a fellow Democrat, in next year's Senate race, with a campaign message highlighting his relative youth. Mr. Moulton is 46, and Mr. Markey, who was elected to Congress almost 50 years ago, is 79.

In a news release and video launching his campaign, Mr. Moulton leaned hard into the idea that the Democratic Party must change and embrace fresh leadership in an urgent bid to maintain relevance and power.

"Our party has clung to the status quo, insisted on using the same old playbook, and isn't fighting hard enough," he said.

It will not be the first time Mr. Markey has faced a call to step aside for a new generation. In 2020, he defeated a primary challenge from then-Representative Joseph P. Kennedy III, who was 39 at the time, by promoting his progressive bona fides, including his partnership with Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Democrat of New York, to craft the Green New Deal.

"It's not your age that counts," Ms. Ocasio-Cortez said in a 2020 campaign ad for Mr. Markey. "It's the age of your ideas."

Mr. Markey's unexpected victory was a rare defeat for a member of the Kennedy family in Massachusetts and a startling demonstration of the senator's survival skills. Some of his youthful supporters, who became known as the Markeyverse, criticized what they called ageism in Mr. Kennedy's campaign.

Four years later, Mr. Moulton's announcement comes at a starkly different moment, with Democrats still deeply shaken by President Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s abrupt withdrawal from last year's race amid concerns about his age, and the subsequent election of President Trump.

Mr. Markey, who was first elected to the House of Representatives in 1976 and to the Senate in 2013, said last year that he intended to run again. If he is re-elected next year, he will be 86 at the end of his third Senate term.

"We're in a crisis, and with everything we learned last election, I just don't believe Senator Markey should be running for another six-year term at 80 years old," Mr. Moulton says in his campaign video. "Even more, I don't think someone who's been in Congress for half a century is the right person to meet this moment and win the future. Senator Markey's a good man, but it's time for a new generation of leadership."

Mr. Moulton, of Salem, Mass., represents the state's Sixth District, north of Boston. A Marine Corps veteran who served four tours in the Iraq War, he has earned a reputation for impatience in his decade in Congress. He briefly ran for president in 2020 and tried unsuccessfully to block Representative Nancy Pelosi from becoming speaker of the House after the 2018 election, saying it was time for her to step aside.

He angered some in his party last year with comments about transgender athletes, part of his argument that Democrats had lost support by striving too hard not to cause offense.

"I have two little girls, I don't want them getting run over on a playing field by a male or formerly male athlete, but as a Democrat I'm supposed to be afraid to say that," Mr. Moulton told The New York Times the day after the election last November.

He stood by his remarks during the ensuing controversy and said he had heard from many Democrats who thanked him for broaching a difficult subject that others in their party had too often shied away from.

Mr. Moulton's campaign video features footage of lobstermen hauling traps and of himself at home making French toast with his children. It also stresses his commitment to the concerns of working people. He pledges to continue his work to address climate change, citing his efforts to expand high-speed rail service as a means of reducing carbon emissions, and to enact a ban on assault weapons.

In anticipation of the challenge, Mr. Markey has already begun announcing endorsements, including that of Senator Elizabeth Warren, Democrat of Massachusetts. It remains to be seen who else might join the race; among the possible contenders is Representative Ayanna S. Pressley, 51, a progressive Democrat who beat a 20-year incumbent in the primary before winning her House seat in 2018.
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Racist and Homophobic Texts From Young Republican Officials Prompt Backlash

Some local G.O.P. officials who participated in the text exchanges are losing their jobs or being pressured to resign. But top Republicans have been dismissive.

The group chat involved elected G.O.P. officials and leaders of local groups for young party activists in New York, Vermont, Arizona and Kansas. Rainier Ehrhardt/Associated Press



By David W. Chen and Megan Mineiro



Oct 15, 2025 at 05:49 PM

Over seven months, in 2,900 pages of messages sent over Telegram, elected Republicans and the leaders of local groups for young party activists in New York, Vermont, Arizona and Kansas routinely used racist and homophobic language and glibly invoked Hitler and the Holocaust.

The texts, reported on Tuesday by Politico, were part of a "RESTOREYR WAR ROOM" chat of about a dozen Gen Z and millennial Republicans, some of whom held jobs in elected officials' offices or in government posts. The exchanges mixed politics with personal matters, laced throughout with offensive language that was shocking for its volume and groupthink.

Peter Giunta, chief of staff to Mike Reilly, a New York assemblyman, posted, "I Love Hitler" and wrote, "If your pilot is a she and she looks ten shades darker than someone from Sicily, just end it there. Scream the no no word."

At another point, according to Politico, Mr. Giunta was asked if he was watching an NBA game, and he responded, "I'd go to the zoo if I wanted to watch monkey play ball." In a June message, he wrote that "everyone that votes no is going to the gas chamber."

William Hendrix, the vice chair of Kansas Young Republicans, used racial slurs against Black people: "Bro is at a chicken restaurant ordering his food. Would he like some watermelon and kool aid with that?"

And Samuel Douglass, a state senator in Vermont, responded to a chat about "a very obese Indian woman" with, "She just didn't bathe often."

Politico reported that epithets appeared more than 251 times.

The texts, which The New York Times has not seen, have created a firestorm, putting Republican leaders on the defensive. Many state officials have condemned the texts, which occurred between January and August, and some who participated in the chats have lost their jobs or have been called on to resign.

But some top Republican leaders, including President Trump, have not weighed in, and others have played down the text messages. Vice President JD Vance compared them to "anything said in a college group chat," even though many came from local party officials and not college students.

The emergence of the texts and the disparate reactions to them among Republicans revealed not only a split in the party but also, for some, a comfort with rhetoric that once would have been routinely denounced. On the far right, some suggested that any condemnation of the racist, sexist and homophobic discourse was a betrayal of the conservative cause.

"A few college kids make edgy jokes in a group chat and conservatives are tripping over themselves to denounce and disavow and call for firings and resignations," Matt Walsh, a right-wing commentator, posted on X. "If you're still playing by rules the Left sets but doesn't even follow themselves, you're hopeless. Completely hopeless," he added.

In a text message to The New York Times on Wednesday, Mr. Giunta said he took "complete responsibility" and apologized: "I am so sorry to those offended by the insensitive and inexcusable language found within the more than 28,000 messages of a private group chat."

In his message to The Times, Mr. Giunta said an intraparty squabble in New York and a "year-long character assassination" campaign were to blame for bringing the chats to light.

None of the other officials who participated in the chat responded immediately to calls and emails requesting comment.

On the state level, some participants have faced criticism and repercussions. Mr. Reilly, the New York assemblyman, fired Mr. Giunta as his chief of staff. Representative Mike Lawler, who is viewed as one of the most vulnerable Republicans in the 2026 midterms, called on any New York Republicans who were involved in the chats to "resign from any leadership position immediately and reflect on how far they have strayed from basic human respect and decency."

In Kansas, the state Republican Party disbanded its Young Republicans group; one member, who had been an aide to Kris Kobach, the state attorney general, was fired last week. And in Vermont, Gov. Phil Scott, a moderate Republican who voted for Kamala Harris for president, demanded that Mr. Douglass step down from the State Senate. (Mr. Douglass's wife, Brianna, an official of the Vermont Young Republicans, was also involved in the chat, and posted an antisemitic remark.)

The Young Republican National Federation posted on Tuesday that it was "appalled by the vile and inexcusable language" and called the group chat "disgraceful" and "unbecoming of any Republican," adding that the participants should resign.

But Democrats have criticized the response from top Republican leadership. In a speech on the Senate floor on Wednesday, Senator Chuck Schumer, the minority leader, called Mr. Vance's reaction "outrageous" and accused him of condemning violent political discourse "only when it serves his interests."

"Too many Republicans seem willing to call out violent rhetoric only when it comes from the other side," Mr. Schumer said. "But these same Republicans never seem willing to denounce it when it comes from their own ranks, and that's dangerous. Violent political rhetoric is an attack on everyone."

Democrats have their own texting issues. In Virginia, Jay Jones, the party's candidate for state attorney general, has apologized for a series of messages he sent in 2022 comparing the state's Republican speaker to Hitler and Pol Pot, and suggesting that he deserved to be killed.

Republicans have demanded that Abigail Spanberger, the Democratic candidate for governor of Virginia, withdrew her support for Mr. Jones. He has vowed to stay in the race.

Mr. Vance, in his post on Tuesday, said Mr. Jones's comments were "far worse" than the Republican text messages. "I refuse to join the pearl clutching when powerful people call for political violence," he wrote.

On Wednesday, Mr. Vance doubled down and said critics should "focus on the real issues" and "grow up."

Sabrina Tavernise contributed reporting. Georgia Gee contributed research.
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Cuomo Tries to Make Prostitution an Issue in Mayor's Race

Former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo has criticized Assemblyman Zohran Mamdani over his past support for decriminalizing prostitution. Mr. Mamdani's campaign has not emphasized the issue.

Former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo has said that Assemblyman Zohran Mamdani supports legalizing prostitution, a claim Mr. Mamdani has called a smear. Graham Dickie for The New York Times



By Benjamin Oreskes



Oct 15, 2025 at 08:00 AM

Former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, who has sought to paint Assemblyman Zohran Mamdani as an extremist, has homed in on questions about Mr. Mamdani's stance on prostitution.

Prostitution is illegal in New York City, but district attorneys usually choose not to prosecute, focusing instead on cases that relate to sex trafficking. In recent months, Mr. Cuomo, who is running for mayor on an independent line, has claimed that Mr. Mamdani, the Democratic nominee, wants to go further to legalize prostitution, pointing to his previous support for state bills that would decriminalize it.

Mr. Cuomo has said Mr. Mamdani's past positions show that, if elected, he "would bring New York City back to the bad old days of rampant crime, decreased public safety and deteriorating quality of life."

Mr. Mamdani has stressed that he has never supported legalization and called Mr. Cuomo's comments smears. Mr. Mamdani's campaign has indicated that he broadly supports decriminalizing sex work, but he has not said whether he still favors legislation that would remove criminal penalties for adults 18 or older who buy or sell sex. Here's what to know about how the issue is playing out in the mayor's race.

Recent police crackdowns under Mayor Eric Adams's administration have focused on brothels in Queens. Uli Seit for The New York Times


How the Law Is Enforced Now

New York City has come a long way from the decades when areas like Times Square were havens for prostitution, with quality-of-life policing resulting in thousands of annual arrests.

In recent years -- particularly under former Mayor Bill de Blasio, who advocated ending criminal penalties for prostitutes -- the Police Department's crime-fighting efforts turned instead toward disrupting gang and organized crime activity related to sex work. Between 2014 and 2022, arrests for a variety of charges related to sex trades plummeted, according an analysis of crime data.

Since Mayor Eric Adams took office in 2022, the Police Department has devoted more resources to cracking down on illegal brothels in Queens, particularly on Roosevelt Avenue in Jackson Heights, a notorious center for prostitution. Arrests on prostitution-related offenses rose from 162 in 2022 to 439 last year. There were 485 arrests through mid-July of this year, according to police data.

The Police Department said in a statement that it "emphasizes providing support services for victims and survivors of sex trafficking over enforcement."

District attorneys' offices in Staten Island, Queens and the Bronx prosecute prostitution cases, with a focus on investigating sex trafficking. Those offices said they offer diversion programs when appropriate to those who have been arrested and charged. The district attorneys' offices in Manhattan and Brooklyn have non-prosecution policies.

Mr. Mamdani has stated that the city's focus should be on rooting out sex trafficking and "ensuring there is no tolerance for violence against women." Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


Mr. Mamdani's Past Statements

Soon after his election to the Assembly in 2020, Mr. Mamdani stated that it was his "fundamental belief that sex work is work" and that the safety of prostitutes should be at the forefront of any response.

"Criminalizing clients, friends, family and allies of sex workers makes it extraordinarily difficult for them to meaningfully participate in public life, including paying rent, earning a living or even walking down the street," he wrote in a questionnaire when running for re-election in 2022.

He also said in the survey that he opposed the "Nordic model," legislation that would prohibit arresting prostitutes themselves while allowing clients to be detained and charged.

Asked if Mr. Mamdani still opposes that approach, Dora Pekec, his campaign spokeswoman, said the campaign was still weighing the advice of policy experts and advocates.

Mr. Mamdani cosponsors several bills to decriminalize prostitution, none of which have advanced out of committee. One would have repealed "statutes that criminalize sex work between consenting adults, but keep laws relating to minors or trafficking." 

In 2021 he was among the overwhelming majority in the Legislature that voted to repeal a decades-old anti-loitering law, which was intended to discourage street prostitution but was viewed by L.G.B.T.Q. advocates as a tool to harass transgender people. (Mr. Cuomo, then governor, also supported the repeal and signed it into law.)

Where the Candidates Stand

Mr. Mamdani has repeatedly praised Mr. de Blasio's approach. Asked recently how he would address the issue if elected, he said that "anyone who engages in sex trafficking, anyone who commits violence against women, who exploits sex work, will be held accountable."

But he would not say whether he still supports the bills he previously endorsed decriminalizing prostitution, saying instead that any issue he has not campaigned on would not be part of his agenda as mayor.

Ms. Pekec said in a statement that a Mamdani administration would combat sex trafficking and invest in organizations that help victims, and would "facilitate alternative career paths" for current and former sex workers.

Mr. Cuomo, as an independent mayoral candidate, has argued that prostitution should not be decriminalized; while governor, he opposed efforts in the Legislature to do so. But like Mr. Mamdani, he has said that "the focus of law enforcement should be on going after the criminal enterprises behind the prostitution rings" while prostitutes should receive support services.

Curtis Sliwa, the Republican nominee, also opposes decriminalizing prostitution, saying that "families should not have to worry about this on their streets and children should not be exposed to it."

Hurubie Meko contributed reporting.
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Police Officers Deliberately Hit Scooter Driver in Bike Lane, Suit Says

Video of the 2023 collision contradicts an account by one of the officers, who were members of the Police Department's Community Response Team. The department has since moved to rein in the unit.

Delonny Davis's lawsuit says he had doubled back after mistakenly passing a shop when he was struck by a police vehicle.



By Benjamin Weiser and Maria Cramer



Oct 15, 2025 at 05:24 PM

A man on a motor scooter is cruising the wrong way down a Lower Manhattan bike lane, a video shows, when an unmarked police car swerves into his path. The car hits him head on. He is thrown over the hood, lands in the street and loses consciousness.

The man, Delonny Davis, came to as officers handcuffed him, according to a lawsuit filed Wednesday in Manhattan federal court. After he was seen by medics and taken to a police precinct, Mr. Davis, now 40, was charged with infractions, including reckless driving.

The officers who hit him on Aug. 28, 2023, were members of a special Police Department unit called the Community Response Team, the suit said. The unit was assigned to respond to quality-of-life complaints like illegal motorbikes and street vendors.

In police and court documents, the officer who drove the car claimed he had been heading straight west on East Second Street and had tried to avoid Mr. Davis, who he said slammed into the vehicle. The surveillance video that captured the crash contradicts that claim.

Video: 

Surveillance video provided by Mr. Davis's lawyers shows him driving the wrong way down a bike lane and colliding with an unmarked police car that swerved into his path. Mr. Davis survived the crash.

In Mr. Davis's lawsuit, which names as defendants the officers, the city and two police officials who created the unit, he claims the police used excessive force and charged him without justification. He also accuses the officers of lying.

The Police Department said the incident was "under review and the disciplinary process is ongoing." The city's Law Department declined to comment.

The suit underscores the culture of the Police Department from 2022 to 2024, when its leaders, backed by Mayor Eric Adams, encouraged officers to use aggressive tactics like high-speed pursuits to stop low-level crimes. Police officials saw motorbikes as a scourge in neighborhoods where residents had been complaining about bikes, ATVs and mopeds speeding down streets, weaving through traffic and endangering pedestrians.

The collision in the East Village occurred during a time in the department when officers were encouraged to crack down on motorists accused of violating even minor traffic laws, according to the lawsuit.

"Officers were told to intentionally drive into, in front of or dangerously near other motor vehicles as a means of restraining their operators," the lawsuit says.

Commissioner Jessica S. Tisch, who took over the department in November 2024, quickly issued an order forbidding high-speed pursuits, except of drivers who had committed the "most serious and violent crimes."

According to the suit, Mr. Davis was driving west in a traffic lane when he passed a store where he had meant to have his cellphone repaired. Realizing he had gone too far, he turned and drove the short distance back in the bike lane, the suit says.

When his scooter was hit, Mr. Davis's head cracked the windshield of the police vehicle, according to the lawsuit. It says that after he regained consciousness, he complained of dizziness as well as pain in his legs, arms, ribs and neck, but the police would not let him go to the hospital.

Mr. Davis's suit does not dispute that he was driving the wrong way in the bike lane -- one of several traffic offenses he was charged with. (He pleaded guilty to operating a motor vehicle without a license.) The lawsuit argues that the infractions did not justify the ramming of his scooter.

"Intentionally cutting off and colliding with plaintiff was a gratuitous use of force that was vastly out of proportion to any danger," the suit says.

Mr. Davis's lawyers said in a statement that the video of the episode, a copy of which they provided to The New York Times, was critical to their client's case.

"Surveillance video is the great equalizer: It shows the truth and -- when it's clear -- it settles all disputes," said the lawyers, Andrew G. Celli Jr. and Wylie Stecklow.

The Community Response Team was established to address low-level infractions with vigor. The team, whose members wore dark polo shirts and khaki pants and rode in unmarked cars, became known for its aggressive approach, which was celebrated by Mr. Adams and some department leaders even as other officials grew alarmed.

In July 2023, The City reported that the unit had contributed to a nearly 600 percent increase in high-speed chases, with some resulting in serious injuries and even two deaths.

John Chell, then the department's chief of patrol, was unapologetic.

"People thinking they can take off on us? Those days are over," he said at a news conference that month.

A November 2024 report by the city's Department of Investigation faulted the team for its lack of transparency. The report said there were no written policies or procedures guiding the unit, or even requirements that officers complete specialized training before joining. The Police Department accepted most of the report's recommendations.

In March 2025, about three months after Ms. Tisch became commissioner, she told the City Council that the department was moving away from the Community Response Team model and instead creating "quality-of-life" teams that would operate out of precincts and be overseen by commanders there.
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New York Confirms State's First Locally Acquired Case of Chikungunya

Testing proved that a Long Island woman had been exposed to the mosquito-borne virus, which is more commonly seen in the Caribbean and Central and South America.

Chikungunya cases have surged worldwide this year. Richard Bouhet/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Joseph Goldstein



Oct 15, 2025 at 02:50 AM

New York health authorities confirmed Tuesday that a person who fell sick on Long Island had been infected with the debilitating mosquito-borne virus chikungunya and appeared to have caught the virus locally -- the first time such a case had been identified in the state.

The announcement came after the state's public health laboratory in Albany, the Wadsworth Center, conducted confirmatory testing, a process that took more than two weeks.

"We urge everyone to take simple precautions to protect themselves and their families from mosquito bites," Dr. James McDonald, the state health commissioner, said in a statement.

In late September, The New York Times reported that a 60-year-old woman in Hempstead, a hamlet about 20 miles east of Manhattan, had tested positive for the virus in a preliminary screening test. The woman said in an interview with The Times in September that she had not recently traveled outside Long Island. Tuesday night's announcement from state health officials appears to be referring to her.

Chikungunya is known for causing severe joint pain, which can clear up quickly or linger for months or even years, leaving some people unable to work or resume their old lives. Symptoms also include fevers, rash and muscle pain.

Chikungunya cases have surged worldwide this year, with China facing its largest outbreak since the first cases in that country were detected in 2008.

The disease was first identified in Tanzania in the early 1950s, but established itself in the Western Hemisphere only in 2013. Since then, it has torn through the Caribbean and Central and South America, becoming endemic across much of the region.

But the United States has largely been spared. Though a few thousand U.S. residents have been infected with chikungunya through travel, there have been only 13 instances of people catching the virus in the United States in the past decade and a half, all in Florida and Texas.

Until the Long Island patient tested positive, few suspected that the virus was circulating in New York.

"An investigation suggests that the individual likely contracted the virus following a bite from an infected mosquito," the state health department said. "While the case is classified as locally acquired based on current information, the precise source of exposure is not known."

Experts speculated that the mosquito that infected the woman might have hitched a ride on a plane or ended up in the luggage of a returning passenger. The statement from the Health Department noted another possibility. A mosquito might have bitten a New Yorker who had been infected abroad, leading the mosquito to become infected and potentially transmit the virus onward when it bites another person, according to the news release.

The health authorities are aware of at least a half-dozen people in New York who tested positive for chikungunya this year after traveling abroad to countries where the virus is circulating.

Two types of mosquitoes are known to effectively transmit chikungunya. One of them, the Aedes aegypti, or yellow fever mosquito, is not naturally found in New York. But the other type, Aedes albopictus, commonly called the Asian tiger mosquito, has extended its range to parts of New York after landing in the United States about 40 years ago.

Dr. McDonald characterized the current risk of infection as "very low," but urged people to avoid mosquito bites and to wear long sleeves and long pants when outdoors.
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Nassau Police Charge Man With Raping and Killing Teenager in 1984

Theresa Fusco was left in the woods near the roller rink where she had worked. "I loved her and I miss her," her father said. "She lives in my heart."

Richard Bilodeau was arraigned on a charge of second-degree murder on Wednesday. Dave Sanders for The New York Times



By Corey Kilgannon and Nate Schweber



Oct 15, 2025 at 03:29 PM

For decades, authorities struggled to find out who had killed Theresa Fusco, a Long Island teenager who in 1984 was raped, strangled and left in the woods near the roller rink where she had worked at the snack bar.

Three men convicted in the case were exonerated in 2003, and two won hefty payouts for their wrongful convictions. Now, four decades later, Nassau County authorities say they finally have the real killer, thanks to DNA evidence.

On Wednesday morning at Nassau County Court in Mineola, N.Y., two detectives walked in a man with graying hair wearing a dark T-shirt, sweatpants and sneakers, his head bowed amid a scrum of cameras.

The man, Richard Bilodeau, 63, was arraigned on charges including second-degree murder. If convicted, he faces up to life in prison, said Anne T. Donnelly, the Nassau County district attorney.

As of his arrest on Tuesday, Mr. Bilodeau was living on Long Island and had worked for 12 years stocking shelves at a local Wal-Mart. When detectives asked him why his DNA matched a sample found with Theresa's body in the 1980s, he replied, "People got away with murder back then," according to a prosecutor, Jared Rosenblatt.

On Wednesday, Mr. Rosenblatt recounted the exchange in court and then clapped his hands down on a courtroom table and said, "Well, Mr. Bilodeau, it's 2025, and your day of reckoning is now."

Theresa Fusco


Mr. Bilodeau pleaded not guilty. Outside the courtroom, his lawyer, Daniel W. Russo, noted that the authorities had bungled the cases of the men originally charged and cleared and that Mr. Bilodeau "has spent the last 40 years without an arrest."

Mr. Russo said he had taken Mr. Bilodeau's case only hours earlier. "There's a lot of stuff to go through," he said.

Ms. Donnelly said the arrest had been made possible by "remarkable advancements in forensic science and DNA analysis."

"Theresa Fusco's life was violently stolen from her 40 years ago, and since then, her family has suffered an enduring pain and the lingering question of who committed such a heinous act," she said.

Theresa's mother died in 2019 but her father, Thomas Fusco, now elderly and walking with a cane, was at Mr. Bilodeau's arraignment.

He winced as he craned to look at Mr. Bilodeau and grew emotional as Mr. Rosenblatt recounted how Theresa had clocked out for the final time at the roller rink.

When Mr. Fusco came to pick her up, "Theresa was not there," Mr. Rosenblatt said. Mr. Fusco nodded vigorously, took a deep breath and appeared to fight back tears as his lower lip trembled. "Her mother and father could not find her."

After receiving leads developed by the F.B.I., Nassau County detectives began monitoring Mr. Bilodeau last year. In February 2024 they recovered a cup and straw he had discarded at a smoothie shop, prosecutors said. DNA from the straw matched the sample taken from Theresa's body in 1984, prosecutors said.

At the time of the murder, Mr. Bilodeau had been living with his grandparents in Lynbrook, roughly a mile from both Hot Skates, the roller rink, and Theresa's home, prosecutors said.

Theresa, a 16-year-old student at East Rockaway High School who also lived in Lynbrook, was last seen on a November evening leaving Hot Skates in tears because she had just been fired.

A month later, a block away, two 14-year-old boys playing in the woods spied her body under a wooden pallet covered by leaves. Police said her neck bore ligature marks and that she had been strangled, beaten and sexually assaulted. Officials recovered DNA evidence.

Theresa's killing drew wide attention partly because she disappeared around the same time and place as two other girls, one of whom -- Kelly Morrissey, 15 -- had been Theresa's friend.

The three men convicted in Theresa's killing insisted they had been framed by coerced confessions and unreliable testimony by jailhouse informants. Advanced DNA testing helped clear the men: Dennis Halstead, John Kogut and John Restivo.

They were released in 2003 after more than 17 years in prison and sued Nassau County. Mr. Restivo and Mr. Halstead were awarded $18 million apiece.

On the tree-lined street of single-family homes where Mr. Bilodeau lived with his grandparents in the 1980s, several former neighbors spoke unfavorably of him on Wednesday.

Liz Bregel, 80, who lived two doors down, described him as an awkward loner who was menacing, gruff and unpleasant.

"Our kids were afraid of him," he said.

At a news conference after Wednesday's arraignment, Ms. Donnelly put her hand on that of Mr. Fusco, the victim's father.

"It's heartbreaking to go through this all over again," Mr. Fusco said. "But this seems like a finalization."

Thomas Fusco, Theresa's father, attended Mr. Bilodeau's arraignment and addressed reporters afterward. Dave Sanders for The New York Times


He reached inside his suit jacket and from a pocket over his heart drew out a laminated photo of Theresa smiling, her skin glowing and her hair thick and dark.

"I loved her and I miss her," he said. "She lives in my heart, as you can see."
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Alfa-Betty Olsen, Behind-the-Scenes 'Comic Conspirator,' Dies at 88

After quietly helping Mel Brooks set the irreverent tone on "Get Smart" and "The Producers," she had a long collaboration as a writer with the actor and humorist Marshall Efron.

The comic writer Alfa-Betty Olsen with the actor and humorist Marshall Efron in 1977. She first worked with him on "The Great American Dream Machine" on PBS. Allan Tannenbaum/Getty Images



By Richard Sandomir



Oct 13, 2025 at 10:55 PM

Alfa-Betty Olsen, an unsung wit who became a trusted accomplice to Mel Brooks in the ridiculous, encouraging the irreverent tone of his sitcom "Get Smart" and his movie "The Producers" -- and who was a longtime writing partner to Marshall Efron on projects like the quirky PBS series "The Great American Dream Machine" -- died on Oct. 5 in Manhattan. She was 88.

Her cousin Norma Levett confirmed the death, in an assisted living facility.

Ms. Olsen, who had known Mr. Brooks socially, recalled being hired as his recording secretary on a tight deadline as he and Buck Henry were completing the TV pilot episode of the spy spoof "Get Smart."

"One day, he said, 'You can type, and I can't,'" she said in a PBS interview in 2018. "'And I have to hand this in on Monday.'" Her job, while sitting at a typewriter in the corner of a small office, was to jot down rapid-fire one-liners and bonkers concepts like the shoe phone as "Mel and Buck threw around ideas and jokes and things."

Asked if the job required more than being a stenographer, she replied, "Whoever runs the typewriter has a lot of power."

In his 2021 memoir, "All About Me! My Remarkable Life in Show Business," Mr. Brooks recounted that Ms. Olsen "nailed down every thought and every crazy joke and brushstroke of madness we threw out. Nothing escaped her."

"Get Smart," an Emmy Award-winning show starring Don Adams as the bumbling secret agent Maxwell Smart, ran on NBC from 1965 to 1969 and on CBS from 1969 to 1970.

Ms Olsen witnessed the production of "The Producers" as the casting director and, in Mr. Brooks's words, a "girl Friday." The movie, released in 1967, follows a failing producer, Max Bialystock (played by Zero Mostel), and his meek accountant, Leo Bloom (Gene Wilder), who scheme to fleece their investors (all little old ladies) by mounting "Springtime for Hitler," a Broadway musical celebration of the Third Reich that they mistakenly expect -- and are counting on -- to be a flop and make them rich in the process.

In a low-budget project that was purposefully steeped in extravagant bad taste, Mr. Brooks wrote that he relied on Ms. Olsen's sound judgment and encouragement. "I would say things like, 'Can I do this? Is this too crazy?'" he wrote. "And she'd say, 'No, never too crazy for you.'"

Ms. Olsen was given the task of hiring the cast and helping to shape the script, which won an Oscar for best screenplay.  After conducting musical research at the Lincoln Center Library for the Performing Arts, she noticed the Revson Fountain at the complex and thought it would be an ideal location for Bialystock and Bloom to celebrate their corrupt union. Mr. Brooks agreed.

The nighttime scene culminates when Bloom runs and skips around the edge of the fountain. As jets of water soar into the air, Bloom gleefully proclaims, "I'm Leo Bloom! I'm me! I can do whatever I want!"

One character Ms. Olsen cast was Franz Liebkind, the mentally unbalanced, helmet-wearing Nazi who wrote "Springtime for Hitler" as a tribute to the Fuhrer ("a terrific dancer"). Dustin Hoffman, a young theater actor then, lobbied for the role, Ms. Olsen told Vanity Fair.

"But of course that was impossible," she said. "Nobody wanted him to be the German." (Mr. Hoffman did not play any role in "The Producers" but soon went on to star in the Mike Nichols film "The Graduate" with Mr. Brooks's wife, Anne Bancroft.)

Another actor, Kenneth Mars, was called in to audition for the role of Roger De Bris, the flamboyantly gay director of "Springtime," but Mr. Mars preferred Liebkind, and an initially reluctant Mr. Brooks relented, at Ms. Olsen's insistence, by her account. (Christopher Hewett got the part of De Bris.)

A scene from the musical "Springtime for Hitler," from the film "The Producers" (1967). Mr. Brooks wrote that he relied on Ms. Olsen's sound judgment: "I would say things like, 'Can I do this? Is this too crazy?' And she'd say, 'No, never too crazy for you." Everett Collection


When she was asked in 2012, for an "American Masters" documentary about Mr. Brooks, if any cast members had objected to the "Hitler stuff" in the film, she said one of the showgirls who appeared in the "Springtime for Hitler" title number "kind of objected to wearing swastika pasties."

Alfa-Betty Olsen was born on Nov. 30, 1936, in Brooklyn to Alf and Borghild (Seime) Olsen, Norwegian immigrants. She graduated from high school at 16 and from the University of Iowa in 1957 with a bachelor's degree in sociology.

Ms. Olsen's career was largely under the radar -- first with Mr. Brooks and finally with Mr. Efron, notably partnering with him on "The Great American Dream Machine," a short-lived mix of short comic films, cartoons, music, investigative journalism and humorous sketches that premiered on public television in 1971. Mr. Efron was a writer of the show and one of its stars.

In a newspaper column that year, the writer Greg Vitiello lauded her as Mr. Efron's "comic conspirator" in segments on flags, water beds, auto graveyards and much else.

Another segment, about "how to write your own famous last words," featured Mr. Efron encouraging viewers to plan ahead for those final seconds because, "in all your life, you will have only one opportunity to die."

They collaborated again on "Marshall Efron's Illustrated, Simplified and Painless Sunday School," a Sunday morning show on which Mr. Efron humorously enacted Bible stories for children. It premiered in 1973 and ran for four seasons.

"Everybody thinks we outraged the fundamentalists, but it's not true," Ms. Olsen told The Boston Globe in 1981. "We received awards from church groups, and letters saying Sunday schools were using our show as part of their studies."

Ms. Olsen and Mr. Efron collaborated on this humorous 1976 book about the Bible. One story noted how irritable it made Joseph's siblings to hear how good he always was, making his bed and taking all his own dishes to the sink "without anybody having to ask him." Dutton Juvenile


Ms. Olsen and Mr. Efron, who lived six floors apart in the same building in Greenwich Village for many years, stuck to the religious theme when they wrote a book, "Bible Stories You Can't Forget -- No Matter How Hard You Try" (1976). One story noted how irritable it made Joseph's siblings to hear how good he always was, making his bed and taking all his own dishes to the sink "without anybody having to ask him."

Their other books included "Omnivores: They Said They Would Eat Anything -- and They Did!" (1979), a humorous examination of high and low cuisine (featuring an "affidavit" from Mr. Brooks attesting to seeing the authors eat what they claimed), and "Gabby the Shrew" (1994), a children's book about a mole-like mammal, with illustrations by Roz Chast.

"I remember that she was lovely -- funny and sweet, and a perfect partner in some undefinable way for Marshall Efron," Ms. Chast said in an email.

Ms. Olsen left no immediate survivors. Her marriage to David Miller ended in divorce. Mr. Efron died in 2019.

When "The Producers" received an Oscar for best screenplay, Mr. Brooks did not mention Ms. Olsen in his acceptance speech. But in an interview with Wisconsin Public Radio, Mr. Brooks's biographer Patrick McGilligan said Ms. Olsen had been happy to work for little recognition just to be in the same orbit of show-business personalities she admired.

Mr. McGilligan called her a "very funny, smart, serious writer who had not really the same drive and ambition to blaze her name in the sky the way Mel does, and was happy to serve for a while as his muse and as his typist and as his secret helper."
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Guest Essay


Warning: Our Stock Market Is Looking Like a Bubble

 Alex Jenkins



By Jared Bernstein and Ryan Cummings
Mr. Bernstein was the chair of President Joe Biden's Council of Economic Advisers from 2023 to 2025. Mr. Cummings served the council as an economist from 2021 to 2023.


Oct 14, 2025 at 10:01 AM

You may remember the recession that followed the collapse of dot-com stocks in 2001. Or, worse, the housing crisis of 2008. Both times, a new idea -- the internet, mortgage-backed securities and the arcane derivatives they unleashed -- convinced investors to plunge so much money into the stock market that it inflated two speculative bubbles whose inevitable bursting created much economic pain.

We believe it's time to call the third bubble of our century: the A.I. bubble.

While no one can be certain, we believe this is more likely the case than not. Investment in artificial intelligence has been so huge -- with venture capitalists investing nearly $200 billion in the sector this year alone. Additionally, data-center investment has tripled since 2022. Together, these investments are driving growth across the entire economy, pumping up the stock market and generating increasingly eye-popping valuations of the technology firms driving the A.I. revolution.

In financial markets, a bubble occurs when the level of investment in an asset becomes persistently detached from the amount of profit that asset could plausibly generate. While investors are always making bets on an unknown future, bubbles form when large swaths of investors continuously pour ever more into an asset, with seemingly little regard for how much it could earn and when.

A.I. investment fits that pattern. OpenAI says it needs at least $1 trillion to invest in data centers that provide the electricity, computing power and storage to train and run A.I., yet the company's revenues are expected to amount to a mere $13 billion this year. And since the debut of ChatGPT, an easily accessible A.I. chatbot, in late 2022, the S&P 500 has swelled by nearly two-thirds, with just seven firms -- all of whom have invested heavily in A.I. -- driving more than half of that growth.

Or take a look at the price-to-earnings ratio -- a common measure of how much the future profits of a company are valued over current ones -- of the stocks of companies heavily invested in A.I. They are at levels not seen since the dot-com bubble of 2000. Shares of the A.I. chipmaker Nvidia are trading at roughly 55 times earnings, nearly double what they were a decade ago. And by our own estimates, the share of the economy devoted to A.I. investment is nearly a third greater than the share of the economy devoted to internet-related investments back then. All this points to one conclusion: Should lackluster A.I. performance or sluggish adoption cause investors to doubt these lofty profit expectations, this probably-a-bubble will pop. And a lot of people, not just wealthy investors, will get hurt. Adoption, both by firms and individuals, is clearly growing, but whether this adoption is generating big productivity benefits or profits remains to be seen.

Of course, we cannot rule out the possibility that this time is different, and unlike the railroad and internet bubbles, A.I. is an epoch-shifting technology that generates its promised economic benefits relatively quickly. If that occurs, say, over the next five to 10 years, the future profits generated by A.I. could justify the levels of investment we're observing today (it was in this spirit that Microsoft's chief executive, Satya Nadella, recently said, "I hope we don't take 50 years"). It is also impossible to know when we're at the top of a bubble, which is one reason investors tend to keep piling in.

But we're skeptical. Look at what happened with the internet. In the dot-com bubble of the late 1990s, hype around that revolution allowed companies like Pets.com to raise over $80 million in an initial public offering, even though its business model, which involved spending too much money to sell unprofitable pet supplies, was questionable at best. Less than nine months after its I.P.O., the company went bankrupt -- and many other busts soon followed. The belief that the internet would become a transformative technology was eventually correct, but investors during the dot-com bubble were wrong about the winners and their timing.

The economic impact generated by a bursting of the A.I. bubble would be greater than the loss of the trillions currently being invested to build the technology itself. The stock market, one of the brightest parts of the current economy and heavily dependent on A.I. ebullience, would also tumble. That, in turn, will diminish the "wealth effect," or the way that stock market gains support consumer spending.

Using data from the economist Mark Zandi, we found that over the past two years, real consumer spending is up 17 percent for the wealthiest households, who disproportionately hold stocks, but flat for the middle class. Mr. Zandi estimates that the A.I. wealth effect is speeding current real gross domestic product growth by about 0.4 percentage points (just under $100 billion), comparable to the peak of the dot-com bubble, when the wealth effect was 0.6 percentage points.

There is a bit of a silver lining. As best we can tell, the damage of a potential A.I. bubble would not approach the carnage that resulted from the bursting of the housing bubble and the financial crisis of 2007 and 2008. While banks, private credit and private equity are all lending heavily to companies that are building and leasing A.I. data centers, this debt appears less distributed and embedded in global finance than it was back then. What's more, the risks are not obviously or systemically underpriced, a factor that played a key role in spreading the contagion across the globe during the housing bubble. Prominent A.I. borrower, like CoreWeave, are paying 9 percent on their debt, well above the current risk-free rate on 10-year Treasuries of around 4 percent.

Our economy faces real risks. If A.I. is in a bubble, and its valuations relative to its expected payouts start to alarm investors, the bubble will burst. The ensuing wealth losses and impact on consumer spending could, once again, be recessionary, though there's a good chance the damage won't be nearly as bad as the last bubble. Granted, that's not good news. But it could be worse.

Jared Bernstein is a distinguished policy fellow at the Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Research, where Ryan Cummings is the chief of staff.
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Nicholas Kristof


What Lies Ahead in the Middle East Isn't Right vs. Wrong. It's Right vs. Right.

 David Guttenfelder/The New York Times



By Nicholas Kristof
Opinion Columnist


Oct 15, 2025 at 10:00 PM

My keyboard, so used to criticisms of President Trump, is shocked as I hammer out this column. But Trump genuinely deserves great credit for (belatedly) ramming through the Gaza cease-fire and release of hostages and detainees. Bravo, Mr. President.

Yet what lies ahead is more prayer than plan, and to make this a lasting peace it would help if we all discarded the Manichaean paradigm of good versus evil that many Westerners apply to Israelis and Palestinians (while disagreeing on who gets which label), making compromise difficult or impossible. To make progress, it may help to think of the conflict not in terms of right versus wrong, but of right versus right.

The Middle East, as I see it, reflects a contest between two national yearnings with a measure of right on each side. Two peoples are fighting each other to preserve their hold on land to which they have ancient roots, and each is traumatized by the other's violence.

Israel is not only an economic and technological marvel but also a democracy for its own citizens, albeit an increasingly flawed one. Palestinian citizens of Israel have a more meaningful vote than citizens of neighboring Arab countries, and there is a freer press and more space for civil society watchdogs and human rights groups. There is much to admire about Israel.

At the same time, Palestinians have the same rights as Israelis to a state, self-determination, freedom, opportunity, dignity and hope. To regard as morally acceptable the oppression that Palestinians routinely suffer in the West Bank with no end in sight, or the mass killing and starvation they have recently endured in Gaza, is to reject the fundamental credo that all humans are created equal.

Whatever your view about the Middle East, we should acknowledge that an Israeli Jewish baby and a Palestinian baby are moral equivalents, each with the same right to grow up in freedom without fear of bus bombs, missiles or ethnic cleansing.

Yet these aspirations clash, so equally this is sometimes a case of barbarism versus barbarism, of moral blindness vs. moral blindness.

If each side has rights, each has also at times behaved despicably toward the other. Arabs massacred Jews at Hebron in 1929, and Jews slaughtered Arabs at Deir Yassin in 1948 and Qibya in 1953. In a notorious 1978 terror attack, Palestinians killed 38 Israeli civilians, including 13 children, while Israeli commanders permitted Lebanese Christians to massacre perhaps 2,000 or more Palestinians at the Sabra and Shatila camps in 1982. (Accounts of these incidents and the estimates of deaths vary greatly, for history is as much a battleground in the Middle East as territory; the past can be as murky as the future.)

In a May poll, half of Palestinians said they approved of the Oct. 7 attacks, while 87 percent denied that Hamas had committed atrocities against civilians -- just as many Israelis both supported the destruction of Gaza and denied the famine they inflicted on Gazan children. In short, the respect we owe each side for its rights and aspirations should be tempered by recognition of moral myopia driven by trauma, fear and dehumanization of the other.

Hussein Agha and Robert Malley, two longtime peace negotiators, write in their new book, "Tomorrow is Yesterday," that Palestinians and Israeli Jews see in the other "their own national nightmares, ethnic cleansing for one and extermination for the other. It is no surprise that they both so freely bandied about historical metaphors of yesteryear: a reprise of the 1948 Nakba for Palestinians; another Holocaust for Israelis. Residents of southern Israel paid for all the pain and humiliation Palestinians had suffered at Israeli hands. The people of Gaza paid not only for Hamas's actions but for Nazi crimes as well. History does not move forward. It slips sideways."

The challenge for Trump and other leaders is to prevent that sideways slippage in the coming weeks, for many details about Gaza's future have to be worked out. Disputes are certain -- for example, about Hamas surrendering its guns and Israel fully withdrawing its troops.

Trump let the last Gaza cease-fire, from January, collapse in March, and for months until now he allowed the war and starvation to drag on and claim even more children's lives. We can only hope that his ownership of the new cease-fire -- which is already under stress -- will lead him to show greater commitment to preserving it.

Trump's bullying style has also undermined important American relationships around the world but in this case just might help force concessions on each side to keep peace alive another day.

Bloodshed in the West Bank is another obstacle to a lasting peace. As I argued in a column during my most recent visit, earlier this year, Israel has embarked on a policy of "Gazafication" of the West Bank, applying the tools of the Gaza war to Palestinian towns and villages elsewhere. Any broader peace will require, as a first step, Israeli restraint in the West Bank and an end to the impunity for settlers who attack Palestinians.

I strongly doubt that "this is the historic dawn of a new Middle East," as Trump said in his speech to the Knesset. That would require movement toward a two-state solution, of which there is no sign. The parties remain stuck in cycles of trauma, distrust, revenge and extremism that Oct. 7 and the subsequent war have exacerbated -- and that's why we need a new paradigm.

So if we transcend the rubric of good vs. evil in the Middle East, here's my suggestion for what can replace it: a recognition of shared humanity.

That may seem mushy and unattainable, but it's urged by those who have the greatest reason to hate: some of the parents on each side who have lost children to the conflict. The Parents Circle -- Families Forum is a nonprofit made up of more than 800 bereaved Palestinians and Israelis. They unite in grief that underscores all that unites us as human beings.

It's not inevitable that the Middle East spirals forever downward. Note that the war in Gaza was also accompanied by huge and unexpected progress elsewhere in the region: the demise of the Assads in Syria, the end of Hezbollah's chokehold over Lebanon and a significant weakening of the repressive and misogynistic regime in Iran.

May the positive surprises continue. I urge President Trump to keep up the pressure he used so effectively so that two peoples unhappily sharing the Holy Land can heed the call of Isaiah to "beat their swords into plowshares."

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.
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Guest Essay


Why I Had to Kill Family Dinner

 Maisie Cousins



By Erin O. White
Ms. White is the author of the forthcoming novel "Like Family."


Oct 12, 2025 at 12:00 PM

For 18 years my family ate dinner together almost every night. We talked, we laughed, we fought, we told stories. Sometimes someone left in a huff. But still we gathered every night, most of the time at 6 o'clock, all of us in our same seats at the same table. In other words, family dinner was family life.

I made dinner for my family because I wanted to and because the world told me I had to, and then three years ago, I just stopped. I didn't want to anymore, and I'm here to tell you that you can stop, too. Your family will remain connected and whole; your kids will still grow up to be well-adjusted humans. And you might even enjoy one another a little more.

I learned to cook the summer I was trying to become pregnant. My wife and I were on a vacation on Cape Cod, and the house we rented had an entire bookcase of Gourmet magazines. I was 29 years old and more of a Moosewood Cookbook kind of girl. But those cooking magazines spoke to my overwhelming desire to nurture and to grow and feed a baby, a family. I must have read 20 issues during that week, and by "read," I mean "studied." I learned how to truss a chicken, how to bake custard in a water bath and how to sear steak in a cast-iron pan.

When we returned home, I started cooking. Tagines and chili, pilafs, ratatouille, salmon in parchment. In a family, the person who learns to do a job well becomes the person who does that job. It's a simple law of domestic life, one I didn't know when I was copying those Gourmet recipes into my journal. By the time our first daughter was born, I was officially the family cook.

Over the years, I kept recipe books and files, a dinner diary, master shopping lists. I amassed an enviable collection of pans and bakeware, cloth napkins, candles. I loved all the objects. But did I love family dinner? Did it feed me?

These were the questions I asked myself a few years ago when my older daughter was heading off to college. Yes, I did love family dinner, sort of. Sometimes. But I didn't love the work. I didn't love the daily obligation, the repetition. I didn't like waking up in the morning when I should have felt the whole day ahead of me, full of promise, but instead thought about dinner.

I didn't want to do it anymore, but I felt terrible about giving it up. The messaging on family dinner is intense! I would like to get the P.R. machine behind family dinner working for the end of gun violence in America. Family dinner will make your children smart! It will keep your children off drugs! Your children will learn languages, turn away from vaping and join Model U.N. if you just sit together at the table for 15 minutes every evening, a plate of food in front of you.

It seems like such a light lift for such enormous payoff, and the alternative -- well, the alternative is so terrifying, so dire that you don't even want to consider what might happen.

But family dinner is an extraordinary amount of work, ill timed to coincide with the one period of the day when no one wants to do any work. Which is why we have the family dinner industrial complex, which began with the Crock-Pot and now includes all manner of fryers, sheet pans, foodstagrammers, viral TikTok recipes and cookbooks with names like "What to Cook When You Don't Feel Like Cooking" and "I Dream of Dinner (So You Don't Have To)."

But none of these contraptions actually put the food on the table. And the endless recipes just add to the burden, giving home cooks too many possibilities, too much to live up to.

I wish I could say what it was exactly that released me from the weight of family dinner, what inner voice or higher power calmed my fear of letting my kids down nutritionally and spiritually. I'm not even sure I was released so much as I simply surrendered to the truth that it was over. I just couldn't bring myself to make dinner anymore.

"I can't make another dinner," I told my mother, my sister, my best friend. "I'm quiet quitting dinner," I told people I barely knew. "You're on your own for dinner tonight," I told my wife and kids. "Great!" they said. We were all tired of family dinner.

Now I make simple meals a few times a week, and on other nights we rely on takeout and cereal. Often we don't eat the same things or at the same time. I go out to dinner with friends more often or to an evening weight lifting class. Sometimes my wife and I eat cheese and crackers while we play mahjong on the porch and our daughter eats a burrito in her room after tennis practice. I love the ease and relaxation of those nights. I wish we'd done this sooner.

The best part of giving up family dinner is finding new traditions. For some families this might be a walk around the block, an evening bike ride. For our family -- for so many families, I'm sure -- it's TV. Every evening, we gather in the living room and decide, together, on a show to watch. We eat toast or ice cream or potato chips, and occasionally I make pancakes. Sometimes I roll out my yoga mat and do a little stretching, although mostly I just lie on it with the dog.

And we talk. Oh, how we talk! "Guess what," my daughter will say, walking into the room as I queue up an episode of "Gilmore Girls" or "Parks and Recreation" or anything we've already seen dozens of times, the show's familiarity allowing it to fade into the background of our conversation. "What?" I'll ask in anticipation of her news, sure to be more delicious than any Gourmet dinner.

Now our time together is about everyone's pleasure, everyone's sense of well-being and connection and relaxation, including mine. There is no work, there is no planning, and there's no cleanup. There is just a family being together, sharing our lives.

Erin O. White is the author of the forthcoming novel "Like Family."

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.
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Guest Essay


Academia Is Broken. Trump's University 'Compact' Can Help Fix It.

 Photo illustration by Shannon Lin/The New York Times; source images by Liudmila Chernetska and Marat Musabirov via Getty Images



By Marc Rowan
Mr. Rowan is the chief executive of Apollo Global Management.


Oct 10, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Last week the Trump administration sent letters to a group of presidents of universities proposing a set of principles that has come to be known as the "Compact for Academic Excellence in Higher Education." The purpose of the compact is to set forth the minimum standards of conduct and performance that institutions of higher education must meet to benefit from a relationship with the federal government. The compact is not yet final and remains subject to further input and discussion, including from campus leaders.

This sort of proposal is not unusual. For more than 20 years, government mandates on a host of issues -- including diversity, discrimination and student discipline -- have been welcomed on college campuses because they fit within the prevailing partisan ethos. But this government mandate, intended to promote excellence in core academic pursuits and to protect free speech, is being met with prophecies of doom.

As someone who played a part in the compact's initial formulation, working alongside an administration working group, I would like to offer what insight I can into the motivation and need for the compact and to address its detractors.

I am the product of and have long believed deeply in the promise of America's institutions of higher education. At their best, colleges and universities instill curiosity, critical thinking and commitment to bettering ourselves and our communities. American higher education has, moreover, been an engine of opportunity to countless Americans who have acquired the skills to pursue meaningful work, support their families and drive American prosperity.

But the system is broken. Over the past year, I have spoken with countless university presidents, directors and advisers; scholars and academics; and lawmakers, policy experts and activists. The one thing they all agree on is that our university system, which was once one of the nation's greatest strategic assets, has lost its way.

The evidence is overwhelming: outrageous costs and prolonged indebtedness for students; poor outcomes, with too many students left unable to find meaningful work after graduating; some talented domestic students and scholars have been crowded out of enrollment and employment opportunities by international students; and a high degree of uniformity of thought among faculty members and administrators, which can result in a hostile environment for students with different ideas.

Critics have argued that it is not the place of the federal government to solve these problems. But without government involvement, reform will be difficult. Many colleges and universities, and especially some of the oldest and traditionally prestigious schools, are burdened with archaic governance structures that make self-reform all but impossible. This means that course correction must come from the outside.

Given the enormous investment of taxpayer money, it is appropriate that the federal government be involved. The government should not be using public funds -- tens of billions of dollars annually in research funding, to say nothing of student aid -- to prop up a system that purports to educate American students and serve the public good but is all too often doing nothing of the sort.

How do colleges and universities demonstrate that they are making decisions and carrying out policies that serve the public good by promoting excellence in their teaching and research? By agreeing to a few common-sense policies laid out in the compact.

These include: selecting students and faculty members based on individual merit instead of group characteristics; holding the line against grade inflation; providing transparency to students about the economic potential of the academic programs on offer; prohibiting discrimination, harassment and intimidation of students; neutrally enforcing "time, place and manner" guidelines for protest activities; refraining from taking institutional positions on political controversies unrelated to a school's core mission, while encouraging all members of the community to speak out and debate in their personal capacities; reporting and following all applicable rules on foreign contributions; and enrolling and educating primarily American students, so that schools remain U.S. institutions with foreign diversity instead of becoming global institutions that happen to be based in the United States.

These are not politically partisan requirements. It is eminently reasonable for the government to expect all this of schools before providing them with public funds.

Critics have charged that the compact threatens free speech. It does no such thing. It places no constraints on individual speech, nor does it intrude on academic freedom. The compact does require schools not to punish, intimidate or incite violence against conservative ideas. Those are not speech restrictions. They are restrictions on the suppression of speech.

It is also important that colleges and universities remain neutral on hot-button political issues, as the compact requires. As many leading colleges have learned, the alternative is chaos and an environment that stifles rather than promotes individual expression. After all, who speaks for a university in the first place? The president? The provost? The board? Department chairs? When those or other individuals purport to speak on behalf of an entire school or department, those pronouncements chill the speech of students or professors who may think otherwise but who fear reprisal.

No school will be forced to adhere to the compact's principles of fairness, civility, neutrality and transparency. If schools do not want to be accountable to these requirements, they need not accept federal funding. Ultimately, their commitment to these principles may also serve as a signal to donors, parents and others about which colleges and universities deserve their confidence and support.

With these reforms, America's institutions of higher education can return to their proper mission. And in so doing, American democracy, ingenuity and prosperity will be ensured for generations to come.

Marc Rowan is the chief executive of Apollo Global Management.
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letters


You Made It to Harvard. But You Skip Class?

Oct 15, 2025 at 06:17 PM


 Sophie Park for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Harvard Finds Skipping Class Part of Culture" (front page, Oct. 8):

If Harvard wants students to attend class, there's a simple solution: Make in-person attendance mandatory, and don't allow any electronic devices in the classroom.

Harvard Business School does this, and it seems to work just fine. And of course it worked just fine for years before the advent of cellphones or laptops. Some of us even managed to graduate.

Alice Tenney
Mamaroneck, N.Y.

To the Editor:

After reading this article I have become convinced that the students in the small Massachusetts state university where I taught for 30 years received -- and are likely still receiving -- a better education than those who attend Harvard.

Our classes were small, which helped to promote classroom discussion; most faculty members took attendance; and critical thinking was encouraged using techniques such as assigning students to develop their own questions based on assigned readings that they would ask their fellow students, leading to eye-opening discussions.

Moreover, faculty members themselves (there were no teaching assistants) were readily available to meet with students.

If I hadn't retired, I would be giving my students this article so that they could assess their learning environment against Harvard's.

Lillian Little
Wakefield, Mass.

To the Editor:

I related to your article about Harvard students skipping class yet earning high grades. Back in the mid-1980s, I was one of those Harvard students who didn't always do the reading -- but still spoke up in class, often out of sympathy for the teaching assistants facing long silences. Later, as a T.A. myself, I felt that same frustration.

Eventually, I realized that the problem might not lie solely with the students. While training to become a literacy coach at Lesley University, I learned about a strategy called "turn and talk": Before opening a discussion to the full class, have students briefly share their thoughts with a partner. This simple step gives students a chance to process, rehearse and build confidence -- often leading to more engaged and thoughtful whole-group conversations.

It's a strategy Harvard professors might consider. The silence in class may not reflect apathy, but rather a missed opportunity to make participation feel less daunting, even for Harvard students!

Taryn Shea LaRaja
Amherst, Mass.

To the Editor:

This timely article describes circumstances that are not unique to Harvard. As a U.C.L.A. professor, I noticed significant shifts after the pandemic.

I regularly teach a course with about 100 students. Before the pandemic, it was always necessary to quiet the class so that I could begin the lecture. In the last few years, however, students have been silent before class; they are more focused on their devices than one another, or their reading.

Timothy D. Taylor
Los Angeles

Canceling a Report on Threats

The Office of the Director of National Intelligence, led by Tulsi Gabbard, said the group that compiles the Global Trends report had "neglected to fulfill the purpose it was created for" and had pursued a partisan political agenda. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Gabbard Ends Trend Report on Threats" (news article, Sept. 27):

The politics behind the cancellation of this report, and the elimination of the office that produced it, are a sad testimony to insecurity and narrow self-interest.

Having taught U.S. foreign policy courses for two decades, I found the quadrennial reports to be valuable tools for the classroom, full of rich analyses of international security trends. They drew on intelligence and foreign policy professionals with decades of experience to identify long-term concerns and potential outcomes that would affect U.S. interests.

The writing was dispassionate and the data presented was cogent. Students could read, research, analyze and debate the alternative scenarios. Administration leaders of both political parties, as well as many other readers, could rely on them to ask tough questions about future possibilities. The policy community and the American public need more reporting like this, not less.

Michael Schneider
Washington
The writer is the former director of the international relations program at Syracuse University's Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs in Washington.

The Way We Are

To the Editor:

Countless pundits have lamented that they no longer recognize our country. Regrettably, it is all too recognizable: a state ruled by a cult of personality. And as is the case with autocracies throughout history, the first casualties of such regimes are fundamental freedoms.

Tom Goodman
Philadelphia
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U.S. to Take Control of More Companies to Counter China

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said China's dominance of rare earths calls for a more assertive American industrial policy.

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, left, with the U.S. trade representative, Jamieson Greer. Mr. Bessent said the United States must become less reliant on China for rare-earth minerals. Brendan Smialowski/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Alan Rappeport and Ana Swanson
Reporting from Washington


Oct 15, 2025 at 05:17 PM

The Trump administration is seeking to counter new economic measures from China by exerting more control over American companies in key strategic sectors, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said on Wednesday.

The approach marks a new era of industrial policy in the United States, a contrast to how policymakers have traditionally valued free markets and open investment. But as China's dominance over the production of rare-earth minerals and battery technology grows, President Trump wants to take a page out of Beijing's economic strategy. By taking more stakes in American companies that specialize in areas deemed critical to national security, the Trump administration aims to exert more control over what they produce. The goal is for the U.S. to become less reliant on China for sensitive technology that it has been using as leverage in trade negotiations.

"When you are facing a nonmarket economy like China, then you have to exercise industrial policies," Mr. Bessent said at a forum on investing in America sponsored by CNBC.

Tensions between the world's two largest economies have rapidly escalated after the Chinese government last week proposed a new licensing system to cover the global trade in products that contain trace amounts of Chinese rare-earth minerals, or minerals mined or processed using Chinese technology.

The rules, which would go into effect later this year, shocked foreign governments and businesses, who would theoretically need to seek licenses from Beijing to trade in products ranging from cars to computer chips, even outside of Chinese borders. The system would also deny shipments to any U.S. and European defense or weapons manufacturers, who are still highly dependent on Chinese minerals.

On Friday, Mr. Trump responded by threatening to put an additional 100 percent tariff on products from China on Nov. 1 and cancel an upcoming meeting with China's leader, Xi Jinping. After the announcements caused the stock market to plummet, Mr. Trump quickly qualified his statements. He said he might meet Mr. Xi anyway and wrote on social media on Sunday, "Don't worry about China, it will all be fine!"

The Treasury secretary pointed to China's announcement last week of new export controls on rare-earth minerals as a reason the United States must exert more state control over corporations. "When we get an announcement like this week with China on the rare earths, you realize we have to be self-sufficient, or we have to be sufficient with our allies," Mr. Bessent said.

The Trump administration has taken stakes in several companies including U.S. Steel, Intel, as well as Trilogy Metals and MP Materials, a rare-earth mining company. Mr. Trump has also demanded cuts of revenue from sales of chips that Nvidia and Advanced Micro Devices earn from China.

The United States has been trying to catch up in the race for critical minerals, which are crucial for advanced technologies including weaponry, airplanes and computer chips. Mr. Bessent noted that the development of a "strategic mineral reserve" is a priority and said that JPMorgan Chase was interested in working with the administration on the initiative.

Mr. Bessent said that the Trump administration had identified seven industries that it considered of strategic importance where the United States could seek to exert more government control. He pointed specifically to the defense sector, where in some cases the U.S. government is the largest or only customer of certain companies, and said that the administration could insist that companies spend more money on research and less on stock buybacks.

"I do think our defense companies are woefully behind in terms of deliveries," Mr. Bessent said.

The United States would use "price floors" and "forward buying" across a "range of industries," he added, to ensure that China does not dominate other sectors the way it has with the processing and refining of rare earths.

The push for greater government control over the private sector is a policy that he has criticized in the past.

Last year, Mr. Bessent delivered a speech at the Manhattan Institute deriding the Biden administration's subsidies of strategic sectors such as semiconductors as "central planning." At a news conference at the Treasury Department on Wednesday, Mr. Bessent scolded China for deploying similar tactics.

"They are a state economy," Mr. Bessent said. "We are not going to let a group of bureaucrats in Beijing try to manage the global supply chains."

Mr. Bessent and Jamieson Greer, the United States Trade Representative, appeared to escalate trade tensions with China by publicly rebuking their new controls as economic coercion. They accused China of violating the terms of a trade truce reached this year and said that Mr. Trump would not back down from the 100 percent tariffs that he threatened in retaliation even if the trade dispute causes the stock market to tumble.

Mr. Bessent, in particular, struck a combative tone, assailing a Chinese trade official, Li Chenggang, in unusually personal terms. He suggested that Mr. Li was a "slightly unhinged" economic diplomat who had gone "rogue" in rolling out the new export measures.

The rising tension between America and China comes as global policymakers are gathering in Washington for the annual meetings of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. While the Trump administration has spent much of the year threatening U.S. allies with steep tariffs, Mr. Bessent suggested that he now wanted to work with those countries to confront China over its economic practices.

Mr. Greer criticized China's new restrictions as "an exercise in economic coercion on every country in the world." Because critical minerals and semiconductors made with them are in so many products, he said, "this rule gives China control over basically the entire global economy and the technology supply chain," including not only A.I. and high-tech products but also cars, smartphones and even household appliances.

Mr. Greer said that the United States complied with the terms of the economic truce it had struck with the Chinese this year. The United States had already drafted its paperwork to add tariffs to Chinese products, and would proceed with that if the Chinese licensing system went into effect later this year.

"Our expectation is that this never goes into effect," Mr. Greer said.

The countries have also clashed over a U.S. move to impose fees on Chinese-owned ships docking in American ports, a policy U.S. officials say is geared at revitalizing American shipbuilding. Non-Chinese shipping lines must also pay the fees when they send Chinese-built ships to American ports. Those went into effect on Tuesday,

The Chinese government has threatened to hit American vessels with similar fees, and on Tuesday it imposed sanctions on five subsidiaries of Hanwha, a South Korean company that is helping the United States build ships. The order, which took effect immediately, prohibits Chinese companies or individuals from doing business with the Hanwha units.

Despite the strident tone from the United States, Mr. Trump and Mr. Xi are still expected to meet in South Korea this month. Mr. Bessent also said that there were "working level" meetings taking place between U.S. and Chinese officials on the sidelines of the I.M.F. meetings this week.
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In Nod to Trump, Automaker Stellantis Shifts Production From Canada to the U.S. 

Canadian leaders blame the move by Stellantis to abandon production in Ontario on President Trump's tariffs. Mr. Trump says he wants to increase production in the United States.

An autoworker leaving a Stellantis factory in Windsor in January. Ian Willms for The New York Times



By Vjosa Isai
Reporting from Toronto


Oct 15, 2025 at 05:09 PM

Stellantis, the giant automaker, is abandoning plans to reopen a factory in Canada and is shifting production to the United States, a move that deals a blow to a key Canadian industry and reflects the fallout from President Trump's tariff policy.

The decision is part of a $13 billion, four-year investment announced by Stellantis on Tuesday to significantly ramp up production in the United States.

Antonio Filosa, Stellantis's chief executive, said the plans follow "very productive talks with the Trump administration" and described the deal as the largest investment in the company's 100-year history in the United States.

Stellantis had been planning to produce its Jeep Compass vehicle at a plant in Brampton, Ontario, west of Toronto. The company closed the factory in 2023 and laid off its roughly 3,000 workers as it retooled the facility, but now the fate of those employees is unclear.

The company, which owns more than a dozen brands, said it would instead make the vehicle at a plant in Illinois that had also been idle since 2023, creating 5,000 new jobs.

Mr. Trump, who has imposed 25 percent tariffs on Canadian autos, has said he wants to move vehicle production back to the United States to help revive manufacturing and provide more jobs for Americans.

The tariffs he applied would likely make it too expensive to produce cars in Canada, Mr. Trump said during a meeting in May with Prime Minister Mark Carney of Canada. "We don't really want cars from Canada."

Stellantis's decision underscores the challenge Canada faces because -- unlike other countries -- it has been unable to negotiate a trade deal with the Trump administration and tariffs can inflict heavy damage on an economy that dependent on exports to the United States.

Mr. Carney said the move by Stellantis was "a direct consequence of current U.S. tariffs." He said his government was "focused on what we can control," pointing to recent economic relief strategies, including a 5 billion Canadian dollar, or $3.6 billion, emergency fund for industries hardest hit by tariffs.

Melanie Joly, Canada's minister for industry, in a stern letter to Mr. Filosa on Wednesday and obtained by The Times, threatened action against Stellantis on the grounds that the company drew on Canadian government funding for its operations in the country. 

"Stellantis agreed with the Government of Canada and the Province of Ontario to maintain its full Canadian footprint, including Brampton, in exchange for substantial financial support," Ms. Joly wrote.

She added that the government would consider Stellantis "in default" if it carried through with its decision, and cited "legally binding commitments" the company had made. 

Canadian officials have tried to make the case to U.S. officials that the auto industries in both countries are deeply integrated, with parts moving back and forth across the border multiple times as part of the assembly of vehicles.

Dominic LeBlanc, the minister managing relations with the Trump administration, is in Washington this week to continue trade talks.

The levies are also adversely affecting other automakers. In May, Honda announced that it would move the manufacturing of its CR-V sport utility vehicle to the United States from Alliston, Ontario, and postpone plans for electric vehicle and battery production. 

General Motors has also stopped the production of electric delivery vehicles in Ingersoll, Ontario, and cut a shift at a plant that produces pickup trucks in Oshawa, Ontario.

"Canadian auto jobs are being sacrificed on the Trump altar," Lana Payne, the president of Unifor, the union that represents autoworkers, said in a statement. 

In 2022, the federal and Ontario governments allocated 1 billion Canadian dollars, or $712 million, to help Stellantis upgrade its plants, including its Brampton facility.

Doug Ford, the premier of Ontario, who has become one of Canada's staunchest defenders against Mr. Trump, said his government has not released any financing to Stellantis for the Brampton plant.

"Stellantis has a duty to live up to their promise to Brampton autoworkers," Mr. Ford said in a statement.

After the Brampton factory shut down in 2023, Stellantis officials at the time promised that it would reopen and the company would fulfill its commitments to the community.

Another union official  said it would fight to ensure the company honors that promise.

Flavio Volpe, the president of the Automotive Parts Manufacturers' Association, a trade group, accused Stellantis of bending to Mr. Trump's will.

It is imperative for Canada, Mr. Volpe said, to respond to the company's decision and "to hold them accountable, to get a new product in that plant, to not let them off the hook and feel bad for them because they got bullied by the White House."

Matina Stevis-Gridneff contributed reporting from Montreal.
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Stellantis Unveils $13 Billion U.S. Investment Plan

The carmaker is the latest company to announce a hefty investment in the United States.

As part of its plans to make more cars in the United States, Stellantis will restart production at a plant in Belvidere, Ill., that it idled in 2023. Scott Olson/Getty Images



By Bernhard Warner



Oct 14, 2025 at 10:01 PM

Since President Trump's inauguration, a parade of chief executives -- including Tim Cook from Apple and Albert Bourla from Pfizer -- have announced plans to invest billions of dollars in U.S. manufacturing. Some of them even revealed their plans at the White House.

The latest to make an investment announcement, though not at the White House, was the top executive at Stellantis. The carmaker that owns Chrysler, Fiat, Jeep and Ram said on Tuesday that it would spend $13 billion over the next four years to bolster production in the United States, its biggest market.

It is "the largest investment in our 100-year-long history in the U.S.," Antonio Filosa, the company's chief executive, said in an interview with DealBook.

Mr. Filosa, who was named to his job in June, said the company had held "very productive talks with the Trump administration" about its investment plans. That conversation began in January when John Elkann, the scion of Fiat's founding Agnelli family and the company's chairman, met with Mr. Trump.

The Italian-born Mr. Filosa, who joined the company in 1999 and has worked in Europe and led business units in South America and North America, laid out the investment plans in his first English-language interview with a reporter since becoming chief executive. He succeeded Carlos Tavares.

The company said this year that it was planning to spend more, even with profits under pressure, but it had not provided some key details until Tuesday.

Much of the $13 billion will be spent to create five new vehicles and to increase U.S. production 50 percent in the coming years. That is in addition to plans to update 19 models and invest in new engines and other components.

The company says it will create 5,000 jobs at plants across the Midwest, including with a previously announced plan to reopen a factory in Belvidere, Ill., that it left idled in 2023. That plant will assemble the Jeep Cherokee and the Jeep Compass, with production expected to commence in 2027.

The all-new 2026 Jeep Cherokee during its reveal event in Brooklyn in August. Shannon Stapleton/Reuters


The Belvidere plant became a point of contention during the United Auto Workers' labor dispute in 2023. Now the company sees it as a big part of its plan to revive the Jeep Cherokee. Stellantis said on Tuesday that it expected to employ 3,300 workers there, down from its heyday in 2019 but more than what the company previously signaled.

Automakers, including Stellantis, have struggled in recent years in part because they have been spending billions of dollars to make electric vehicles that they cannot yet sell profitably. Mr. Trump's tariffs and China's export controls on rare earth metals and magnets -- key components to automakers' supply chains -- threaten to raise costs further.

On Monday, Moody's lowered its rating outlook on Stellantis, noting how "challenging market conditions in Europe and the impact of U.S. import tariffs have further pressured profitability and cash flow." The company's New York-listed shares fell sharply on Tuesday and are down more than 25 percent in the past year.

Stellantis, which was created by the 2021 merger of Fiat Chrysler and Peugeot S.A., also has problems of its own making. The company raised the prices of its vehicles significantly and then was slow to lower them when car sales began to weaken. 

Corporate bosses have announced U.S. investments in the hopes of discussing deals with Mr. Trump and winning tariff concessions. For example, in announcing a $70 billion U.S. research and development and capital projects, Pfizer said last month that it had also secured a "three-year grace period" during which its drugs would not be subjected to investigation under a national security law that the Trump administration had used to impose some tariffs.

Mr. Filosa, at Stellantis, stressed that the investment should be viewed as a business decision, not as a way to win tariff relief from the Trump administration. "This investment is meant, and has been planned, to drive growth," he said.

The company said the Trump administration's climate and energy policies were also catalysts. The administration and its allies in Congress have worked to roll back emissions regulations that have forced automakers to make more fuel-efficient vehicles.

"Basically, the idea of that was to give back to American customers their freedom of choice," Mr. Filosa said.

He added that "freedom of choice is also our North Star in our product strategy," noting that Stellantis plans to offer electric vehicles, hybrids and gasoline cars and trucks.

"Range-extended" electric vehicles are among the five new models that the company plans to introduce. Their battery-powered motors move the wheels and a gasoline engine recharges the battery as needed. Another new model is a large internal combustion sport utility vehicle. Both will be built in Warren, Mich.
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Trump Renews Threat to Cut 'Democrat Programs' During Shutdown

The president said his administration was "closing up Democrat programs that we disagree with, and they're never going to open again." He promised to release a list of programs by Friday.

President Trump at the White House on Tuesday. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Tony Romm and Catie Edmondson
Reporting from Washington


Oct 14, 2025 at 09:41 PM

Two weeks after the start of the government shutdown, President Trump has seized on the stalemate for political gain, aiming to hurt Democrats while insulating his administration from the costs of the fiscal crisis he helped bring about.

Democrats and Republicans remain starkly at odds over how to reopen the government. But unlike previous presidents, Mr. Trump has been unwilling to mediate a truce. He has opted instead to stretch the limits of his power to cushion the blow for agencies and constituencies he supports, while embarking on a retribution campaign against his political foes.

That strategy came into clear view on Tuesday, as Mr. Trump publicly renewed his threat to strip away funding from Democrats' priorities. He promised to release a list on Friday of "Democratic programs" slated for cuts if the government remained closed, saying that some were "never going to open up again." At the same time, Mr. Trump assured that "Republican programs" would be spared.

The threat came days after the administration moved to lay off thousands of federal workers and cancel billions of dollars in federal aid. Each of the moves seemed designed to put pressure on Democrats, who say they will not back a Republican measure to fund the government unless it extends a set of soon-expiring federal health subsidies.

In the process, the White House has looked to shield itself from both the burden and the blame of the shutdown, given the severe consequences it could inflict on families, businesses and the economy.

Over the weekend, the administration rearranged the budget at the Pentagon so that it could pay military service members their full checks, even as many in government must forgo salaries while federal funding has lapsed. Mr. Trump and his aides have eyed similar budgetary maneuvers to pay other categories of workers, including federal law enforcement.

The president's split-screen tactics appeared to drive a deeper wedge between the White House and congressional Democrats. Representative Hakeem Jeffries of New York, the minority leader, said on Tuesday that Mr. Trump and his aides had been "targeting programs that benefit everyday Americans since the beginning of his presidency," including through strong-arm budget ploys.

"Their intimidation tactics are not working and will continue to fail," he said.

For Mr. Trump, the recriminations only served to raise the risk of a protracted disruption, one that could carry stark consequences for a precarious economy.

The president at times has embraced the shutdown as an "unprecedented opportunity," as he once described it, in his long-running campaign to conform federal spending to his political agenda. That has put to the test his expansive view that he may reprogram the nation's budget without the approval of Congress, even though the Constitution conveys spending power to lawmakers.

After the government shuttered on Oct. 1, the administration quickly announced a series of moves to pause or cancel nearly $28 billion in funding that primarily benefited Democratic-leaning cities and states, according to an analysis by The New York Times.

Those efforts affected states such as New York, the home state of Mr. Jeffries and Senator Chuck Schumer, the minority leader. Announcing the pause, the Transportation Department blamed the two men by name for the slowdown in aid, claiming that agency officials could not review their states' grants while the government remained closed.

Mr. Trump has also targeted the federal work force, which has already faced staggering cuts in his second term. His aides have threatened to deny automatic back pay to hundreds of thousands of workers who are currently furloughed, even though federal law would provide it. And the administration has broadly embarked on an effort to lay off some of those employees while they are not on the job.

The cuts so far have targeted roughly 4,000 workers across eight agencies and major education, health and housing programs, prompting a set of unions representing government employees to challenge the administration in court. The labor groups asked a federal judge to block the layoffs, framing the firings in a court filing on Tuesday as a campaign of "political pressure and retribution." The judge has set an initial hearing in the case for this week.

On Tuesday, Mr. Trump also revived his threats to eliminate what he has described as "Democrat programs." He did not elaborate on whether he would seek to slash spending, fire workers, or both, saying only that the shutdown enabled the administration to "do things that we were unable to do before."

"The Democrats are getting killed in the shutdown, because we're closing up programs that are Democrat programs that we're opposed to," Mr. Trump told reporters at the White House. "And they're never going to come back, in many cases."

But Mr. Trump has behaved much differently with agencies and programs he supports, or those that present risk of political blowback. There, the administration has relied on creative accounting to keep some workers paid and programs functioning.

Soon after the shutdown began, the administration moved around money collected from customs duties to fund the federal nutrition aid program known as WIC, which faced a potential funding shortfall. By last week, the administration had worked to release funds to rural airports seeking to avoid the type of flight delays and cancellations that have accompanied past shutdowns.

On Saturday, Mr. Trump and his aides also took the unusual step of tapping about $8 billion in unspent research money at the Pentagon to pay military service members. It expanded that approach on Monday, using funds in a recently passed tax cut package to pay military members of the Coast Guard, according to congressional aides.

"My understanding of this is they have every right to move the funds around, duly appropriated dollars from Congress to the Department of Defense," Speaker Mike Johnson said.

Democrats did not object to Mr. Trump's desire to help the troops but took issue with his tactics in a budget fight with no end in sight.

"I agree with making sure that our men and women in uniform, our active duty troops are paid," Mr. Jeffries said. "We also need to make sure that we take care of all of our hard-working federal civil servants, which is why Republicans should be back here in Washington working with us to reopen the government, as opposed to continuing the Trump Republican shutdown."
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Long Battle Over Elon Musk's Pay Moves Closer to a Resolution

The justices on the State Supreme Court heard arguments in a long dispute about whether the Tesla chief executive's compensation was fair to shareholders.

The Delaware Supreme Court heard arguments about Elon Musk's multibillion-dollar pay package on Wednesday. Patrick T. Fallon/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Jack Ewing



Oct 15, 2025 at 06:14 PM

A long-running dispute about Elon Musk's multibillion-dollar pay package from Tesla moved a step closer to resolution Wednesday as the Delaware Supreme Court heard arguments in an appeal filed by the company.

Tesla is challenging a 2023 decision by a lower-court judge, who found that shareholders had not been properly informed about the plan that helped make Mr. Musk, the automaker's chief executive, the world's richest person. The judge, Chancellor Kathaleen St. J. McCormick of the Delaware Court of Chancery, also found that members of Tesla's board were not sufficiently independent.

Besides affecting Mr. Musk's wealth, a decision in the case could have ramifications on where businesses are incorporated. Many large American companies have long been domiciled in Delaware because it is widely considered to have strong corporate laws and its courts are seen as efficient at resolving disputes. The state, which has sought to burnish and protect that reputation, relies on the revenue and jobs that come with being the legal home to so many businesses.

At an hourlong hearing in Dover, the justices considered Tesla's argument that Delaware courts should honor a vote by shareholders last year, after Ms. McCormick's decision. That vote reaffirmed the compensation package, which was worth more than $50 billion last year and is worth about $125 billion at Wednesday's share price.

Some of the justices asked questions that seemed sympathetic to Tesla's argument that the second shareholder vote fixed flaws in how the package was formulated in 2018. Ms. McCormick ruled that Mr. Musk manipulated the negotiations with Tesla's board and that the company did not disclose some board members' conflicts of interest.

Justice Karen Valihura implied that upholding the lower-court decision would leave Mr. Musk with nothing to show for his management of Tesla. "Do you have a case where a court has equitably rescinded an executive's compensation after years of work?" she asked Gregory Varallo, who represented the dissident shareholder who filed the suit.

Charles Elson, a prominent authority on Delaware corporate law, said after the hearing that Supreme Court decisions were nearly impossible to predict based on the questions that justices ask. But he said the court may want to demonstrate its independence after Mr. Musk attacked Ms. McCormick's character and integrity on social media and in public statements.

"There's an institutional bias here to support a judge who did a careful job," said Mr. Elson, founding director of the Weinberg Center for Corporate Governance at the University of Delaware.

Generally the court takes several months to issue a decision.

In a measure of the case's significance for executive pay, it attracted a large number of briefs from various people and groups. Mr. Musk's supporters included Sequoia Capital, a prominent venture capital firm; the U.S. Chamber of Commerce; and a collection of social media influencers focused on Tesla.

Sequoia, an early investor in Apple, Google, Nvidia and other technology companies, argued in a brief that Mr. Musk belonged to a group of visionary leaders who "propelled the creation of vast new categories of technological innovation that, in turn, spawned enormous growth beyond just their adjacent technologies."

A decision against Tesla would discourage such visionaries, the firm said.

Critics say that affirming Mr. Musk's compensation would set a dangerous precedent. "It's the largest package in history, awarded to the richest man on earth and someone who is also one of the most powerful men on our planet," Mr. Varallo told the justices. "The trial court did its job."

Whatever the court decides, Mr. Musk is likely to receive compensation that is unheard-of in American corporate history. Tesla moved its corporate domicile to Texas after Ms. McCormick's decisions, and the board of directors has promised to give Mr. Musk the shares he would have received even if the Delaware appeal is unsuccessful.

The Tesla board is also asking shareholders to approve a new package in November that could increase Mr. Musk's wealth beyond a trillion dollars if he achieves a series of milestones during the next decade, including raising Tesla's stock market value to $8.5 trillion from about $1.4 trillion today.

Some lawyers and academics urged the court to uphold the lower court's decision.

A brief submitted by law professors at Stanford University Law School and several other institutions said the second shareholder vote was invalid because Mr. Musk had threatened to pursue interests outside the company if he didn't get his way.

"For a stockholder vote to have meaning, it must be uncoerced," the professors wrote.

Peter Eavis contributed reporting.
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NBC News Cuts About 7% of Staff

The layoffs come ahead of a corporate spinoff that will formally separate the parent company of NBC News from cable networks like MSNBC and CNBC.

The NBC Studios building in Manhattan. Vincent Alban/The New York Times



By Benjamin Mullin



Oct 15, 2025 at 07:32 PM

NBC News on Wednesday began laying off about 150 people, or roughly 7 percent of its staff, as the news division rebounds from a corporate spinoff and the continued headwinds affecting the traditional television industry.

The cuts, which will affect nearly every part of the organization, precede a much-anticipated split that will separate many of Comcast's cable channels -- MSNBC, CNBC and USA Network -- from the rest of its businesses, including NBC News.

No anchors will be affected by the cuts, according to two people familiar with the matter.

Affected employees, who are getting 60 days' notice, will receive severance and a subsidized benefits package, the two people said.

The cuts comprise roughly 2 percent of the NBCUniversal News Group, which also includes the Telemundo Spanish-language network and the local division, which serves 42 owned-and-operated TV stations across the country. Those organizations are not being affected by the cuts, the two people said.

NBCUniversal News Group is hiring for the roughly 140 positions open across the group, and about a dozen of the eliminated positions are being converted into new roles.

Like every TV news organization, NBC News is undergoing a rapid transformation as viewers increasingly consume news digitally. The division is planning to introduce a new subscription service this year and recently started a new podcast, "Here's the Scoop." NBC News has also been reshuffling its most prominent on-air talent: This spring, the news division announced that Tom Llamas would be the new anchor of "NBC Nightly News," replacing Lester Holt.

The cuts come ahead of marquee events for the NBCUniversal News Group. The organization's Telemundo division is making preparations to air the World Cup, and it is expanding a sports group in advance of the 2026 Winter Olympics in Milan.
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Meta Removes Facebook Group That Shared Information on ICE Agents

The Facebook page was taken down for "violating our policies against coordinated harm," according to Meta.

Community members at a rally in Chicago on Tuesday. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times



By Eli Tan



Oct 15, 2025 at 02:10 PM

Meta on Tuesday removed a Facebook group that was used to share information about Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents in Chicago after the Department of Justice requested that it be taken down.

The Facebook group was removed by the company "following outreach" by the Department of Justice, Attorney General Pam Bondi said in a social media post. The page was used "to dox and target" immigration agents in Chicago, she added.

The Facebook group, called ICE Sighting-Chicagoland, had more than 80,000 members before it was removed. A Meta spokesman, Francis Brennan, confirmed on Wednesday that the page had been taken down for "violating our policies against coordinated harm," without providing further details.

Meta, which also owns Instagram and WhatsApp, was the latest tech giant to remove content in response to government pressure. Last week, Apple and Google removed apps used to track immigration agents from their app stores. That included ICEBlock, a free app with hundreds of thousands of users, which let people anonymously share the locations of ICE agents within a five-mile radius.

As President Trump has sent ICE agents to conduct raids in cities like Chicago, Los Angeles and Portland, Ore., residents have also relied on Facebook groups to share information on the agents' whereabouts. The groups typically have a few thousand members with dozens of posts a day, most of which include photos of immigration agents with their live locations.
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The W.N.B.A. Gets More Attention Now. That's Not Always a Good Thing.

The league's popularity has given rise to online sexism and racism -- and misinformation that traffics in both.

The basketball player Brittney Griner, with the ball, has become a target for online misinformation.  Kevin C. Cox/Getty Images



By Tania Ganguli and Ken Bensinger



Oct 10, 2025 at 02:00 PM

About a week and a half after the first cryptocurrency tout threw a bright green sex toy onto the Atlanta Dream's court midgame, and was arrested a few days later because of the prank, a well-known basketball satire account chimed in.

On Aug. 9, the basketball parody account TheNBACentel posted a joke to social media: "All 13 WNBA teams are now required to install safety nets to protect against dildo-throwing incidents, per league officials." It included an obviously doctored photo that showed a large net surrounding the court as players warmed up.

The British media personality Piers Morgan missed the joke and credulously shared the post with his nearly nine million followers. When he realized it was a prank, Mr. Morgan corrected the record, but by then it was too late: The misinformation machine was already churning.

Piers Morgan misunderstood a parody account's joke and amplified it to his followers. Belinda Jiao/Reuters


Soon, a string of unconnected Facebook accounts that focus on sports, pop culture and politics began parroting TheNBACentel's post, according to McKenzie Sadeghi, a researcher for NewsGuard, a company that analyzes the reliability of information online. With each iteration, the posts picked up more steam, with thousands of people sharing them.

Many commenters took the posts as fact, accusing the Women's National Basketball Association of being humorless. Others took it further, adding sexism, racism and anti-L.G.B.T.Q. harassment to the mix. Some of the content, which quickly spread across all major social media platforms, echoed talking points about the league that are popular with right-leaning pundits, like the idea that the players don't deserve to be paid more or mocking the quality of the game.

"I think we should begin throwing green Dildos at everything useless in America," the right-wing commenter Kevin Smith wrote on X in a post that racked up nearly 350,000 views. 

It was a case study in the kind of discourse that has plagued the W.N.B.A. of late. As the league continues to grow in popularity, netting record attendance over the past two years thanks in significant part to the arrival of superstars like Caitlin Clark of the Indiana Fever and Angel Reese of the Chicago Sky, what had been an occasional issue with targeted abuse has spiraled into a pervasive, leaguewide problem. Hate speech and misinformation, much of it boosted by right-wing media and perpetuated by profit-driven content farms, have joined forces to spin demeaning or harmful narratives about players.

Caitlin Clark and Angel Reese, center, during a game in May. AJ Mast/Associated Press


And while all professional sports leagues receive some degree of hostile attention from passionate fans, the W.N.B.A.'s demographics mean attacks can be particularly nasty and very difficult to quell.

"The W.N.B.A. is a soft target because there's been so many conversations along racial and gender lines about the league," said Jemele Hill, a former ESPN pundit who now has a podcast blending sports and politics. She added, "When you have a league that is 70 percent Black, where a third of the women are queer and when you have all these combustible elements, then it makes it really easy for people to use that and weaponize that."

Bethany Donaphin, a former player and the head of W.N.B.A. operations, said in an interview that the league began noticing "an uptick in vitriolic language and activity" on social media last year, coinciding with the arrival of Ms. Clark and Ms. Reese.

In response, the W.N.B.A. this season started a campaign it calls "No Space for Hate," aimed at reducing noxious language. Now, before games, spectators see a message from Commissioner Cathy Engelbert asking for civility and respect. The league also improved its mental health offerings.

And before the 2025 season started, it offered players, their families and league personnel access to a tool called Social Protect, which uses artificial intelligence to delete hateful or abusive comments on TikTok, Instagram and other social media platforms. The app, which can be installed on mobile phones, is also used by the sporting body governing rugby in Australia.

In interviews, players said that, if anything, toxic and abusive content -- not to mention impersonations using A.I. and even death threats -- had only increased this year despite the league's anti-hate campaign.

"I don't think the league has done enough," said Sami Whitcomb, a veteran guard for the Phoenix Mercury, who face elimination from the W.N.B.A. finals on Friday night in their game against the Las Vegas Aces. She said she had elected not to use Social Protect, claiming she had heard from teammates that it wasn't as effective as they had hoped.

"There's a lot more we have to learn," said Bethany Donaphin, the W.N.B.A.'s head of operations. Bryan Steffy/Getty Images


Ms. Donaphin acknowledged that many players had not taken advantage of the A.I. tool, but declined to state how many. "There's a lot more we have to learn," she said.

According to Shane Britten, the founder and chief executive of Social Protect, the company has deleted more than 350,000 comments from social media accounts belonging to the league, its teams and players this season.

"When you look at the level of hatred and personal attacks and everything that's contained in that, it's really staggering," said Mr. Britten, noting that 11 of 13 teams in the W.N.B.A. used the app for their official accounts this year and he expects far more players to try out the technology next season. (Ninety percent of the league's rookies used the service this year, according to Mr. Britten.)

DeWanna Bonner, a teammate of Ms. Whitcomb, said her inbox and direct messages were often filled with "awful, awful things."

"We're here to play basketball," she said. "And it sucks that it gets taken away by all these narratives that have been created."

Kate Starbird, who played two seasons in the league before getting a doctorate, now studies misinformation at the University of Washington. She said many of those narratives were promulgated -- if not created -- through profit-driven content factories. She hasn't studied W.N.B.A. content specifically, but what she has seen on her own social media platforms fits a familiar pattern.

"They are trying to take advantage of this attention that they can gain from this moment the W.N.B.A. is having," she said. "Some people care about it for the politics of it. Some people care about it because they know that political angle gets more attention and can be leveraged for more clickbait."

Much of the content has revolved around Ms. Reese and Ms. Clark, whose on-court battles in college helped drive the 2024 women's N.C.A.A. tournament to higher ratings than the men's tourney for the first time.

When they got to the W.N.B.A., the league seized this built-in story for marketing purposes, but the narrative quickly got out of hand, with fans directing racist remarks toward Ms. Reese and other Black players who were perceived as bullying or targeting Ms. Clark. (Ms. Reese and Ms. Clark did not respond to requests for comment.)

Yet when asked about the simmering issue in a cable television interview late last season, Ms. Engelbert, the league's commissioner, appeared to double down, stating that "you need rivalry, that's what makes people watch," and celebrating the fact that "there's no more apathy" in the W.N.B.A. Her comments, which she later apologized for, led some to believe that she thought the hateful remarks directed at many players were a minor price to pay for the league's increased visibility.

Marisa Parham, a professor of digital studies at the University of Maryland, noticed the rise in toxic content after attending a Los Angeles Sparks game last season. Her Facebook feed was flooded with what appeared to be A.I.-generated fake news about the W.N.B.A., often originating in foreign countries. Much of the content revolved around the two rising stars.

"The primary thing that was most noticeable was sort of this notion of Clark having been wronged," Ms. Parham said. "That whenever she was not in the spotlight, this was evidence of wokeness, it was evidence of bias."

Much of that content appeared to springboard off viewpoints that had been steadily gaining traction in right-wing circles.

Over the past two seasons, the W.N.B.A. -- long ignored by right-leaning pundits except when they took time to ridicule women's sports entirely -- has become a favorite topic of discussion. And even though both Ms. Clark and Ms. Reese missed large portions of the current season because of injuries, podcasters and pundits including Matt Walsh, Ben Shapiro and Dave Portnoy continue to talk about them, framing many discussions around race, either subtly or much less so.

"The WNBA investigates anti-black racism even as some of its players engage in anti-white racism against Caitlin Clark," Mr. Shapiro posted in May, referring to a league investigation into racist comments that Ms. Reese said had been directed at her during a game in Indiana. The league could not substantiate her allegation.

Since Ms. Clark joined the league, right-wing influencers have displayed a newfound interest in women's basketball. Steph Chambers/Getty Images


Ms. Clark has tried to downplay the dynamic, stating last season that "people should not be using my name to push those agendas."

"It's disappointing," she added. "It's not acceptable."

Ms. Reese has, in interviews, blamed the discourse on racism and described being targeted with death threats, strangers coming to her home and family members receiving A.I.-generated nude photos of her.

Clay Travis, the Trump-supporting founder and host of "OutKick," a right-leaning daily podcast that mixes sports and politics, said the league had created some of its problems by trying too hard to satisfy its longtime, mostly female fan base and ignoring the much broader audience watching the game today. Mr. Travis and others point to the league's pro-L.G.B.T.Q. stance, its strong support for the Black Lives Matter movement and the players' union's strong support of undocumented immigrants during recent Immigration and Customs Enforcement raids in Los Angeles as proof that the W.N.B.A. is hostile to conservatives.

"I think the W.N.B.A. is without a doubt the most political of the sports leagues right now, and I think that's by design," Mr. Travis said. "I've joked that the only place Trump would get booed at is the W.N.B.A. all-star game."

Click farmers are generally agnostic to politics, but their drive for profits often pushes their content into rage-bait and other divisive posts, Dr. Starbird said. Rather than originating new topics, they often try to piggyback off themes that are already resonating online, amplifying them considerably as they chase monetizable engagement.

For instance, two days before the first fake post about dildo-proof nets, Donald Trump Jr. shared a meme showing President Trump throwing a sex toy from the White House onto a W.N.B.A. court.

Ms. Sadeghi's analysis of the flurry of posts around the dildo-proof nets indicated that they had originated from many unrelated accounts.

"They posted the claim at different times, are run from different countries, have distinct followings and cover varied topics," she said in an email. "It's likely that many of them picked up the post organically by monitoring similar pages, a dynamic we frequently observe among pages that track and mimic trending content."

Brittney Griner is another case in point. When the star center was released in a prisoner swap after a 10-month detention in Russia in 2022, she dominated the political news cycle for days. But amid the legitimate coverage, NewsGuard found 40 accounts publishing false claims and other misinformation about Ms. Griner's newfound freedom. Much of it incorporated A.I. right-wing voices, claiming that the government had negotiated her release only because she is Black and gay, while leaving other, white, Americans in Russian prison.

That swirl of conversation helped generate more insidious content about Ms. Griner that attacked her sexuality and appearance using homophobic tropes as well as fabricated content claiming she is transgender.

The unwieldy world of fake news is something the league office has yet to tackle.

"It's an important issue that I think it takes more than just one technology solution to address," Ms. Donaphin said.

Jackie Young, an all-star guard for the Aces, said that she increasingly tried to stay off social media to avoid the onslaught of negativity, which she characterized as a distraction from playing as well as she can.

"At the end of the day, we're human beings," she said. "It's crazy the things that people say behind the phone."
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How D'Angelo Made His Masterpiece, 'Voodoo'

The singer, songwriter and producer's 2000 album was the result of years in the studio listening to inspiring music, jamming and rediscovering his artistic purpose.

D'Angelo performing at the North Sea jazz Festival in the Netherlands in 2000. That year he released his second album, the genre-blending "Voodoo." Paul Bergen/Redferns



By Hank Shteamer



Oct 15, 2025 at 10:03 AM

When D'Angelo wrapped up his debut LP, "Brown Sugar," he was proud of the results. But one thing about the 1995 album bothered him: It sounded a bit too smooth. In the transition from his home demos to the studio, some of the material, he later said in an conversation with Red Bull Music Academy, "got a little homogenized."

For his next project, his goal was to funnel his creativity, "straight from the cow to the glass."

If "Brown Sugar" put D'Angelo on the map, "Voodoo," which arrived in January 2000, solidified his legacy as a generational musical force -- a singer, multi-instrumentalist and songwriter who spearheaded an earthy yet state-of-the-art fusion of gospel feeling, R&B yearning, jazz spontaneity and head-nodding hip-hop groove.

The key was a freewheeling studio atmosphere cultivated by a group of musicians who called themselves the Soulquarians. The name was a reference to the Aquarius birth sign of all four founders: D'Angelo; the Roots drummer Questlove; the producer, multi-instrumentalist and songwriter James Poyser; and the rapper-producer J Dilla.

From 1996 through 2002, this core group and various associates -- including Common, Erykah Badu, A Tribe Called Quest's Q-Tip and the jazz trumpeter Roy Hargrove -- took up residency at Electric Lady Studios in Greenwich Village. Hugely inspired by Jimi Hendrix, who commissioned the facility, D'Angelo insisted on focusing the group's energy at the building.

"He just knew that place was so blessed," Questlove later recalled in a Red Bull Music Academy interview. "He said, 'Yo, man. It has the blessings of the spirits. We have to go there. It's only right.'"

The "Voodoo" sessions, which overlapped with and bled into the recording of Common's "Like Water for Chocolate" and Badu's "Mama's Gun" -- both also recognized as classics of the era -- took the form of sprawling jams, often directly informed by close study of so-called treats, the collective's term for rare live recordings by their musical idols, including James Brown, Prince, George Clinton, Sly Stone, Michael Jackson and Fela Kuti.

"We got bootleg concert connects like fiends got drug dealer connects," Questlove told Rolling Stone. "During 'Voodoo,' there was at least 13 people providing us with stuff."

D'Angelo at Battery Studio in New York in 1995, the year he put out his debut, "Brown Sugar." Steve Eichner/Getty Images


Questlove would keep daytime studio hours with Common, but for D'Angelo, a typical session would start around 6 p.m. when the artist would arrive fresh from the gym. After a high-protein, low-carb snack, he and Questlove would spend a couple of hours viewing treats on a VCR set up in the break room, then head into Studio A to begin jamming. As D'Angelo later recalled, he and Questlove would spend hours playing around "like kids," reveling in musical spontaneity, while the engineer Russ Elevado captured every note.

"We would just keep the tape rolling, and we'd be in that live room with absolutely, really no intent of writing or recording anything," D'Angelo said. Tape would be rolling when Questlove might say, "'Whoa! What's that? Yo, Russ! Rewind the tape.' Russ Elevado would rewind it and listen to it again and boom, there's a new song."

The jams grew to include other ace players including Pino Palladino, a seasoned Welsh session bassist whose resume included work with Elton John, Don Henley and Phil Collins, and the virtuosic jazz and funk guitarist Charlie Hunter.

Given the amount of fruitful musical activity occurring at Electric Lady, Questlove and other musicians were reluctant to leave. "Sometimes I would go home and then D would call me and say, 'Yo. You have to listen to what Charlie and I did last night,'" the drummer later recalled. "He would play me something, and I would be seething with jealousy because I wasn't there for the magic."

If "Brown Sugar" put D'Angelo on the map, "Voodoo," which arrived in January 2000, solidified his legacy as a generational musical force Bill Tompkins/Getty Images


While absorbing lessons from their forefathers, D'Angelo, Questlove and Co. were also paying close attention to their contemporaries, including J Dilla, who specialized in tracks with a particularly slippery, stumbling rhythmic feel that the drummer would later describe as "drunken." In honing the sound of "Voodoo," D'Angelo was looking to tap into this aesthetic, which he had been using in his own demos.

The collective's calculated blend of spontaneity and tightness yielded brilliant results. Tracks like "Chicken Grease" -- which D'Angelo nabbed from Common's album, telling Questlove, "you know and I know that funk belong to me" -- and the opener "Playa Playa" seemed to tap into an eternal groove, still retaining the essence of the marathon jams that birthed them. "Send It On," "Feel Like Makin' Love" and "Untitled (How Does It Feel)" updated the classic R&B slow jam for the new millennium.

Beyond its sonic marvels, "Voodoo" recentered D'Angelo as an artist, and its uniquely intuitive exploratory genesis served as a bridge back to his initial creative spark.

"It was a return to what we love about music," he told Rolling Stone. "After 'Brown Sugar,' I lost my enthusiasm to do all this," he said, describing fans swarming him for autographs at 7-Eleven. "I had to reiterate why I was doin' that in the first place," he added, "and the reason was the love for the music."
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Video Game Review


Expansive Battles and Paper-Thin Bad Guys

There's fun in Battlefield 6's multiplayer chaos, but it's an unmoored soldiering fantasy.

The franchise's familiar large-scale shootouts are distractions full of memorable highs and lows.  Electronic Arts



By Yussef Cole



Oct 15, 2025 at 03:34 PM

Battlefield 6 is built around a familiar question: What is the point of war?

Why fight, when all the old standbys like honor and patriotism ring hollow? When all your struggles amount to nothing? When your biggest enemy is yourself?

The franchise's familiar large-scale shootouts, during which dozens of players fight on maps full of jeeps, tanks, planes and destructible buildings, are distractions full of memorable highs and lows. Nearly every 30-minute multiplayer match has moments when you're facing insurmountable odds as your position is pummeled by waves of enemies, until a break in the action allows your squad to burst bellowing forth from cover and leap over obstacles in a last-ditch attempt to capture the enemy point, all while tank rounds and machine gun fire pound the walls overhead.

Meaningless battles work when you're playing online as nameless, faceless combatants, in it for the ride rather than the destination. Conquering the point feels properly triumphant, even though you'll inevitably have to trade it back later -- even though the match will end and reset itself, and you'll have to start over again. In a few rounds, we'll switch sides and my former ally will become my enemy.

It's harder to turn that meaninglessness into a compelling single-player narrative, which only exposes how empty Battlefield is at its core.

The game's private military contractor is simply a convenient artificial boogeyman, a conglomeration of bodies to shoot at in various global theaters. Electronic Arts


The scripted six-hour campaign attempts to craft a world with a real sense of conflict, with real enemies who supposedly have different interests and ideology than me, who commit real atrocities and present a real threat to my existence. But none of this manifests in the narrative, which is vague and hazy at its sharpest moments. Soldiers scream in ambiguous, globally diverse accents. They wear armor and drive vehicles emblazoned with a clean, corporatized logo.

The story starts in a fictional near-future, with the dissolution of NATO and the rise of a private military contractor called Pax Armata, which has taken control of several former NATO nations across Europe and Asia. We control members of a Marine special forces unit as they run around the world trying to take down a group with no real objective besides chaos. Pax clearly has no national interests. It's simply a convenient artificial boogeyman, a conglomeration of bodies to shoot at in various global theaters.

Battlefield 6's war is truly postwar. It has been stripped of the normative messaging -- competing ideologies, battles over sovereignty, questions of justice and security -- that accompanies modern wars. All we need to know here is that America is under attack and there are bad guys who need shooting. "I'll leave the politics to you, sir," one Marine tells the president, a sentiment that perfectly sums up the whole enterprise.

In place of any real politics are the brain-dead jingoisms your squadmates quip while freewheeling through points in Spain, Egypt, Tajikistan and the United States. During a mission in New York, your commander barks, "'Never again' -- that means not on our watch, got it?" Another Marine casually drops "shock and awe" into conversation.

They're clumsy signifiers, stale from overuse during America's distended war on terror. The firehouse where your team helps protect the president during the New York mission is festooned with Sept. 11 remembrance imagery. The heavy-handedness of all these messages is confusing, considering the anonymity of your supposed enemy.

Much of the campaign's plot revolves around the mystery of who is behind this curious organization. We get few answers in this direction but do meet its ostensible face, Harris, a former Marine who's working for the bad guys because he was captured and disfigured in a past mission. All of this destruction, all of these dead bodies amount to a disappointingly simple vendetta.

"What are we dying for?" Harris asks us with a pointed expletive. "Don't you want to die for something real?" With this, the game's villain puts a point on the story's dilemma: There's no glory in performing as a warrior for an empire so large it has no real enemies to fight.

But aside from platitudes about being there for your squadmates, no concrete solutions are put forward. Your team ends up going rogue in order to seek out solutions on its own, an all-too-common motif in modern military shooters (most recently in the rebooted Call of Duty: Modern Warfare series), where libertarian themes of self-reliance and individual bravery often sneak in.

The tensions and conflict present in the multiplayer mode more closely resemble a team sport than a war. Electronic Arts


The story and context of Battlefield 6's campaign may provide the backdrop for each of the game's nine multiplayer maps, like one on the ruined streets of Downtown Brooklyn and another in a cramped Cairo marketplace. But the imprecise nature of this mode means it doesn't have to answer any of the campaign's thorny questions. That the teams in an online session are evenly matched doesn't require explanation, doesn't require an unwieldy plot reveal explaining how the opposing force is funded by a shadowy tech billionaire or whatever. They simply are, as a function of the constraints and expectations of balanced competitive play.

The tensions and conflict present in the multiplayer mode more closely resemble a team sport than a war. There are those rounds where one side runs away with the game, others where the underdog flips the odds and comes out on top. They're fun, they're spirited and the adrenaline pumps freely, but they don't really have anything to do with real military engagements outside of their surface aesthetics.

Within this unreal space it begins to make more sense that Battlefield 6's primary developers, the Swedish studio DICE, would choose to make a game where grizzled American operators swaddled in high-tech kits rampage around the world. Beyond the clear visual parallels, it doesn't feel anything like the images that scroll past on our social media feeds every day.

That makes it easy to have fun in this unmoored soldiering fantasy. The hollow sense of purpose spun up by the campaign all but fades, and is easily discarded. We can enjoy the drama of playing within these ruins for a while, fighting only ourselves.

Battlefield 6 was reviewed on the PC. It is also available on the PlayStation 5 and the Xbox Series X|S.
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Critic's Notebook


Fall at City Ballet: Promotions, Debuts and Transcendent Dancing

The programs were all over the map, but the dancers held the season together. Six were promoted, including India Bradley, the first Black woman to become a soloist.

Video: 



By Gia Kourlas



Oct 15, 2025 at 10:04 AM

The fall season at New York City Ballet was not always a triumph of programming, but it was a triumph of dancing. And by dancers who are currently fighting for better pay. (They boycotted the red carpet and dinner at the company's recent fall fashion gala because of it.)

I missed the "Eclectic" program, though miss may not be the right word. It didn't seem super strong on paper and included no ballets by George Balanchine, the company's founding choreographer. It's not really a post-Balanchine world when his ballets are still more innovative than most of the new ones kicking around today.

As for the dancing, the season was partly a celebration of Megan Fairchild, the longtime principal who is retiring in the spring. She bid farewell to Balanchine's challenging "Theme and Variations," dancing with the boundless energy and fluent feet of her early days. In a curtain call after her final "Theme," she flung her arms into the air as if she had just won a gold medal at the Olympics.

Fall also featured the debut of Ryan Tomash, a principal at the Royal Danish Ballet, now on leave, who joined City Ballet as a soloist. He's the whole package. Tall, he's an effortless partner to tall women like Isabella LaFreniere and Miriam Miller, as well as a dancer alive to the fun or poetry of a role, as was apparent even in just a few sightings.

Last week, six new soloists were announced: Victor Abreu, Dominika Afanasenkov, India Bradley, Naomi Corti, Mary Thomas MacKinnon and Andres Zuniga. They're all worthy, and Bradley made history as the company's first Black female soloist. That is a win.

From left, Samuel Melnikov, Ava Sautter, India Bradley and Tyler Angle in George Balanchine's "Episodes." Bradley was promoted along with five others. Erin Baiano


There were talented dancers before her who should have been promoted, starting with Debra Austin, the first Black woman to join City Ballet, who eventually became a principal at Pennsylvania Ballet. But Bradley is deserving, and she's not alone. The makeup of the company is finally starting to reflect New York City.

And the company abounds with talent. When the eye keeps being drawn to the same dancer, that's a sign, and this fall those signs were like billboards for standouts like Olivia Bell, Owen Flacke, Kennard Henson, Allegra Inch, Ava Sautter, Charlie Klesa, Grace Scheffel, Mckenzie Bernardino Soares and Mia Williams.

Below are highlights from the fall season.

Best program: All Balanchine II

Programming by a single composer or aesthetic theme has become a bore, a drain of sameness. But the lineup of "Square Dance," "Episodes" and "Western Symphony" -- three Balanchine classics with different looks and sounds -- offered a fulfilling mix of music and mood. The range was the draw, going from the brisk, vibrant "Square Dance," set to Corelli and Vivaldi, to the austere, frigid-cold world of "Episodes," set to Anton von Webern, and then landing in "Western Symphony," a slice of cowboy heaven.

With Karinska's costumes -- the details, the colors -- and music by Hershy Kay, "Western" was a joy bomb. There were debuts. In the Allegro, Alexa Maxwell danced with sparkling glee alongside a vigilant Alec Knight. The Adagio featured Olivia MacKinnon, performing with more daring than usual opposite Victor Abreu, who dances big and with such good taste -- even as a cowboy. And in the Rondo, LaFreniere, with an insouciance somehow elegant and loose, came to life with Tomash, who was wild yet classical. They were in it from the start, willing us to have more fun than they were having. It might have been a tie.

Joy bomb: Isabella LaFreniere and Ryan Tomash in "Western Symphony." Erin Baiano


Romance, Mystery, Bravura: 'Tchaikovsky Suite No. 3'

Balanchine choreographed "Theme and Variations," the final movement of Tchaikovsky's Suite No. 3, in 1947. In 1970, he choreographed the rest of this Suite -- three sections that take place in a dreamy ballroom. In the opening "Elegie," Miller, dancing with Tomash, was almost unreal as she stretched her body to soak in every last note and lingered on the edges of movement that revealed the risk in her lyricism, the romance of dancing without boundaries.

In "Valse Melancolique," the second section, Emilie Gerrity, sumptuous, and Preston Chamblee, increasingly commanding as a presence and partner, danced with spaciousness and mysterious heart.

And in her "Theme and Variations " debut, Indiana Woodward, opposite Joseph Gordon, was all glittering warmth. The tempo was breakneck, yet she brought her finesse and ebullience to the part, as well as her shining eyes, which are both welcoming and vulnerable as they show a touch of surprise at how Balanchine's choreography lights up her body.

Indiana Woodward in "Theme and Variations." Erin Baiano


Two Sides of Bach: 'The Goldberg Variations'

Sigh, programming. Pairing this Jerome Robbins ballet, which lasts nearly 90 minutes, with the already substantial "Tchaikovsky Suite No. 3" wasn't the best idea. "Goldberg" is a stand-alone ballet, a two-part dance experience that washes across the stage with a subtle power. Are there sections that drone on? Sure. But by the end, it's transporting, sometimes gloriously so.

It opens with a couple, wearing Baroque costumes, dancing to the music's theme, before a youthful cast, in sleek modern dance wear, perform variations, some playful, some pensive. In Part One, David Gabriel displayed his usual classical radiance but also showed a kind of playful confidence that has been brewing all season. Ashley Hod and Emma Von Enck paired up for a duet in which they partnered each other with tender clarity. Holding hands -- as one faces front and the other the back -- they plie and rise while casually bumping hips.

Video: 

Emma von Enck (orange) and Ashley Hod in "Goldberg Variations."

The second half has a more classical, formal atmosphere with a new set of dancers in tutus and jackets. Over the course of three nights, it was rich with pairings, including Afanasenkov and Peter Walker; LaFreniere and Tyler Angle; and Tiler Peck and Chun Wai Chan. There was ease in the way they danced with the music instead of to it, which allowed the choreography to unfold with an unfussy naturalism.

A New Calling: 'Voices'

The season needed more Alexei Ratmansky. "Voices" (2020), in which five women dance to selections from Peter Ablinger's "Voices and Piano," returned to the repertory. The voices are the recorded speeches of luminaries -- many of them artists. Dancing to the voice of the jazz musician and D.J. Bonnie Barnett, Emily Kikta was a force, harnessing her strength with bursts of wild intelligence.

In another section, Nina Simone speaks about freedom. Corti, a newly appointed soloist, danced this section with bracing clarity, but the ballet took on a more yearning quality this time around. Now with rights increasingly under threat, the tone of the solos in "Voices" has changed -- they seem more determined, more resolute.

Video: 

Emily Kikta in "Voices."

In the final group section, near the end, we hear the voice of the painter Agnes Martin, who says, "You're not a mystic when you respond to beauty." Those words are a reminder that the beauty of ballet is a spiritual sensation as much as a visual one. It expands beyond the surface. And it is for everyone.
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Theater Review


Jen Tullock Multitasks in 'Nothing Can Take You From the Hand of God'

The "Severance" actor portrays all the roles in a play she wrote with Frank Winters, inspired by her evangelical upbringing.

Jen Tullock as a lesbian author whose memory is questioned in "Nothing Can Take You From the Hand of God" at Playwrights Horizon in Manhattan. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Laura Collins-Hughes



Oct 14, 2025 at 10:48 PM

The machinery of imagination is a delicate thing, easily gummed up. It's vital that it works smoothly at the theater, where the whole enterprise is an agreement between the people making a show and the people watching it: The artists do some pretending, and the audience completes the picture by filling in the blanks.

In the new solo play "Nothing Can Take You From the Hand of God," Jen Tullock, best known for the Apple TV series "Severance," gives a quietly blazing performance, embodying multiple roles in a fragmented tale about family and religion, homophobia and belonging, failures of love and failures of memory. Believing her is no trouble.

The show's abundant live video of Tullock, conversely, is an obstacle to imagination. Written by Tullock and Frank Winters, the play began as a screenplay, so it is understandable that the use of multiple cameras is built into its staging. But given the combined strength of their script, her performance and the other design elements in Jared Mezzocchi's production for Playwrights Horizons, that impulse feels like a remnant that should have been jettisoned.

Inspired by Tullock's evangelical Christian upbringing in Kentucky, "Nothing Can Take You" is the multilayered story of Frances Reinhardt, a lesbian author. Her new book, "Never the Twain Shall Meet: Losing God and Finding Myself," which includes an account of romance with another young woman on a missionary trip, has drawn a legal threat from her childhood congregation back in Louisville.

So Frances returns to her hometown to salvage the situation. Her mother, Raelynn, whom she blames for harrowing abuse, and her brother, Eli, live there still, as does Agnieszka, who was Frances's first love. All of them remain practicing Christians, all of them care about her, and none of them remember the past in quite the way she has painted it.

A play like this is a showcase for range, which Tullock demonstrates unequivocally and with an impressive array of accents. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


"Now let me ask you a question," the pastor of the church says, with folksy menace. "Do you ever worry if you made any of it up?"

Across the country in Los Angeles, Frances's agent is in a sustained low-key panic at the threat to the project, barraging her with phone calls and dictated texts. "I know you are literally in the film 'Deliverance' down there," she says, but the reality is more evolved and complex.

In Louisville, the mellowly bro-style Eli now leads his own less rigid Christian fellowship, and the comically chatty Raelynn is proud of Frances's professional success. Agnieszka has a show-tune-singing little boy, and Frances's old guy friend has a husband.

"I see y'all's mother from time to time," the friend says. "She even came to the wedding."

Layered throughout, in intermittent voice-over (also by Tullock), is the sound of a polished Southern California interviewer leading an onstage conversation with Frances about her book.

A play like this is a showcase for range, which Tullock, in the shape-shifting tradition of Anna Deavere Smith, demonstrates unequivocally and with an impressive array of accents. It is also a challenge to empathy: Can one actor find the humanity in each of the many characters? Tullock does not play favorites, and Frances -- who grew up comforted by faith and community -- is as flawed and stumbling a mortal as any of them.

On Emmie Finckel's set, the well-crafted lighting (by Amith Chandrashaker), projections (by Stefania Bulbarella, who also designed the video) and sound (by Evdoxia Ragkou) help denote when Tullock becomes a new character, and orient us inside the scenes. These elements facilitate imagination.

When I say that the cameras do the opposite, it's not that they make the audience seem extraneous, like last season's Broadway production of "The Picture of Dorian Gray," a multicharacter solo show that felt to me like watching a film shoot. Tullock is so alert to the room that she ad-libbed an acknowledgment, in character, when someone's phone went off.

But she is right there in front of us, in a small theater with just eight rows of seats. Live video of her takes up an enormous amount of attentional bandwidth while solving no storytelling or sightline problem. And it is too literal not to distract the mind's eye.

This production recalled for me the oft-quoted advice attributed to Coco Chanel: "Before you leave the house, look in the mirror and take one thing off." The video is the bauble the play doesn't need.

Nothing Can Take You From the Hand of God
Through Nov. 9 at Playwrights Horizons, Manhattan; playwrightshorizons.org. Running time: 1 hour 10 minutes.
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Theater Review


In 'Mary Page Marlowe,' Susan Sarandon Is One Part of a Woman in Pieces

The screen star is making her London stage debut in Tracy Letts's portrait of embattled womanhood.

Susan Sarandon making her London stage debut in "Mary Page Marlowe" at the Old Vic. Manuel Harlan



By Houman Barekat
Reviewing from London


Oct 09, 2025 at 04:42 PM

People are vast and contain multitudes in Tracy Letts's play "Mary Page Marlowe," in which five actors play the title character at different stages of her troubled life. The inventory of her travails -- encompassing alcoholism, multiple failed marriages and struggles with parenthood -- is recounted in 11 nonchronological fragments that add up to a portrait of embattled womanhood.

Offloading to her therapist, Mary Page says she has been merely "playacting" the roles of wife and mother, and has had little agency in her life: "Like a migrating bird, I just did what seemed natural," she says.

"Mary Page Marlowe," which premiered in 2016 at the Steppenwolf Theater in Chicago, had a successful run at Second Stage Theater in New York. Now, a new production directed by Matthew Warchus is running through Nov. 1 at the Old Vic in London, featuring the screen superstar Susan Sarandon as the oldest Mary Page.

Sarandon, making her London stage debut, renders the character with a controlled grace, dismissively ribbing her know-it-all husband and bantering with a nurse as she processes a terminal illness diagnosis. But this is no star vehicle: Sarandon appears in only three scenes, and it's Andrea Riseborough, the British actress who was a surprise 2023 Oscar nominee, who puts her stamp on the character.

Andrea Riseborough, left, puts her stamp on the character as Mary Page Marlowe in middle age. Manuel Harlan


The play begins with Riseborough's Mary Page in middle age, informing her two children that she intends to leave their father and move from Ohio to Kentucky, taking them with her. (They are alarmed at the prospect of living among "hillbillies.")

We then see Mary Page as an adolescent (played by Eleanor Worthington-Cox) at a slumber party with her girlfriends, one of whom teases her for being obsessed with Paris and Audrey Hepburn -- the first of several clues to Mary Page's lifelong, restless ennui.

In her 20s and 30s, she's a nonchalantly adulterous vixen, played with a knowing glint by Rosy McEwen. She maintains a cool distance as her married lover tries to get to know her better. This, presumably, is what she's getting at when she tells the therapist that she sees her life in "compartments."

The various Mary Pages leave a trail of hapless husbands and lovers, who remonstrate with her in exasperated American accents of varying consistency. A poignant scene involving her 12-year-old self (Alisha Weir) offers another clue: She misses her absent father and is obliged to fix drinks for her mother, who breezily demands an old-fashioned.

Alisha Weir as the 12-year-old Mary Page misses her absent father and is obliged to fix drinks for her mother. Manuel Harlan


The emotional timbre is signposted by Rob Howell's gloomily abstract set. The only furniture is a set of tables and stools, and a handful of props -- a '70s Dr Pepper bottle and a typewriter in one scene; a digital TV remote control in another -- situate the action in historical time.

Risebrough's weary, washed-out pride is the closest thing to an anchoring presence amid the cold visuals and choppy storytelling. After hospitalizing a man while driving under the influence, she accepts a prison term with self-loathing equanimity. When she discovers her teenage son's drug stash, Mary Page's parental dismay is tempered by her own hedonistic disposition. She thought acid had fallen out of fashion, but "he had this beautiful sheet!" -- anger gives way to hungry envy midsentence.

This is a plangent tale of ordinary human woes, told with a disarming nonjudgmental candor. But if Mary Page's story had been unfolded in a conventional, linear way, would it still have been interesting? Perhaps not: Though she is relatable in her flaws -- stubborn, willful, prone to self-pity -- her troubles can seem generic; at times, the piece feels like a deconstructed soap opera, where the challenge of piecing together the puzzle stands in for the pleasures of drama.

In her 20s and 30s, Mary Page Marlowe is a nonchalantly adulterous vixen, played with a knowing glint by Rosy McEwen. Manuel Harlan


When Mary Page tells us that accountancy is more interesting than it looks, because you can extrapolate a detailed picture from a handful of receipts, we can sense Letts winking at the audience. It's a neat touch, but the point is needlessly labored in a closing segment involving a quilt made up of patches depicting the lives of multiple women. We get it, Mr. Letts!

In one respect, the play succeeds too thoroughly for its own good. Using multiple actors for a single character produces an estranging effect that feels true to what memories feel like: When we reflect on past selves, they can indeed seem like entirely different people. The downside is that the five-fifths of Mary Page add up to less than a whole person onstage, and if we can't know her, we can't buy into her. The result is a strangely clinical melodrama that, rather like its protagonist, never really lets us in.

Mary Page Marlowe
Through Nov. 1 at the Old Vic in London; oldvictheatre.com.
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An Appraisal


D'Angelo: 14 Essential Songs

The soul singer, songwriter and producer, who died on Tuesday at 51, released three studio albums of meticulously constructed, vocally ambitious, genre-crossing music.

D'Angelo onstage at Bonnaroo in 2012. He could be a one-man studio band in the mold of Prince and Stevie Wonder, or multitrack himself to simulate the collective yowl and cackle of Funkadelic or Sly & the Family Stone.  Chad Batka for The New York Times



By Jon Pareles



Oct 14, 2025 at 09:06 PM

In his music, Michael Eugene Archer -- D'Angelo, who died on Tuesday at 51 -- was supremely assured. He crooned with Olympian ease over unhurried grooves that were full of musicianly details: thick chords, cagey syncopations, call-and-response vocal harmonies. All the musicianship often came from D'Angelo himself, singing and playing and producing.

He could be a one-man studio band in the mold of Prince and Stevie Wonder, overdubbing nearly all the instruments. He had a silken falsetto to rival Marvin Gaye, Smokey Robinson, Curtis Mayfield and Al Green. He could also multitrack himself to simulate the collective yowl and cackle of Funkadelic or Sly & the Family Stone. He had voices to convey richly seductive physical pleasures, unwavering devotion and gritty political resistance.

His ear was omnivorous. Funk, gospel, jazz, rock, electronics, hip-hop and every generation of soul and R&B informed songs that crystallized the 1990s movement known as neo-soul. D'Angelo was one focal point in a constellation of musicians and occasional collaborators -- Angie Stone, Erykah Badu, Raphael Saadiq, Questlove, J Dilla -- who each strove to reconcile organic vintage soul and digital-forward hip-hop. Still, every one of his songs flaunted D'Angelo's visionary individuality.

D'Angelo's sonic choices constantly pushed against ease or convention. His mixes turned R&B inside-out; they sounded like deeply clandestine jam sessions, not parties or concerts. His arrangements courted polytonality as they stacked up abstruse chords and phantom vocal harmonies. D'Angelo also ramped up distortion with each of his albums, especially his last one, "Black Messiah," which arrived 14 years after its predecessor, "Voodoo."

D'Angelo onstage in 1996. His debut album, "Brown Sugar," arrived the year before.  Tim Mosenfelder/Getty Images


D'Angelo's prodigious gifts came with personal troubles: drinking, drugs, self-doubt, vast unfulfilled ambitions. Over a three-decade career, D'Angelo only released three studio albums and a handful of collaborations. That makes each of his completed songs more precious; we can only wonder about how much work he held back.

Each of D'Angelo's albums is worth hearing as a complete statement. Side by side, his songs wrangle constantly with one another. They address desire, pain, ambition, pressure, addiction, romance, temptation, doubts, pride, racism, spirituality, societal tensions and more. Grouped into albums, his tracks present a crowd of inner voices that can embody both conflicts and communal spirit, from an artist who refused to contain his contradictions.

For a brief sampling of D'Angelo's extraordinary musical scope, here are 14 essential songs.

'Brown Sugar' (1995)

The title (and opening) track of D'Angelo's 1995 debut album is sensual and insinuating, with a catchy request -- "I want some of your brown sugar" -- repeated over a leisurely bass line and a dawdling backbeat (devised by Ali Shaheed Muhammad of A Tribe Called Quest). It might be about lust, marijuana or both. Low-volume conversation gives the production a subtly informal ambience, even as D'Angelo's musicianship teases at the edges: in a harmonically ambiguous intro and a jazzy organ obbligato. The vocals may seem casual, but the a cappella version added to the "Brown Sugar (Deluxe Edition)" album reveals how elaborate they actually are.

> Listen on Spotify, Apple Music or YouTube

'Me and Those Dreamin' Eyes of Mine' (1995)

D'Angelo could have devoted his whole career to writing straightforward R&B seduction songs like this one; he went further. This track pays tribute to "the cherry in my chocolate-covered dreams," a faraway woman who's "the finest little thing that my eyes ever saw." His solo falsetto duets with a tenor choir -- all D'Angelo's voice -- while organ chords lend a gospel undercurrent to his yearning.

> Listen on Spotify, Apple Music or YouTube

'Jonz in My Bones' (1995)

Written with Angie Stone, "Jonz in My Bones" depicts an all-consuming need. It could be love, but it could also be an addiction. "This feeling that I got won't leave me 'lone," D'Angelo sings. That need is strong enough to keep him unmoored, emotionally and harmonically; simmering keyboard chords, a wandering bass line and D'Angelo's layered vocals keep everything in limbo.

> Listen on Spotify, Apple Music or YouTube

'Devil's Pie' (1998)

D'Angelo recognized and confronted the temptations of fame and wealth in "Devil's Pie": "I myself feel the high from all that I despise," he admitted. A lumpy backbeat, a skulking bass line, vocal harmonies that gather and dissolve at whim, and a whistling, skittering sample make the song simultaneously jaunty and sinister, a self-indictment that he struggles to escape.

> Listen on Spotify, Apple Music or YouTube

'Untitled (How Does It Feel)' (2000)

"If you'll have me, I can provide / everything that you desire," D'Angelo promised in "Untitled." This slow-motion come-on works up to multiple peaks, easing back and building again, ending with ecstatic falsetto cries. It established D'Angelo as a sex symbol with a video that lingered over his naked, toned body. But the unwanted aftermath of the video -- tour audiences shouting "Take it off!" -- pushed him toward years of reclusiveness.

> Listen on Spotify, Apple Music or YouTube

'Spanish Joint' (2000)

The upbeat syncopation of "Spanish Joint" carries thoughts about a breakup and a battle against depression: "Gotta get out of here / I'm in the dark and the light looks sincere." With nimble guitar licks from Charlie Hunter, a knotty brass arrangement by Roy Hargrove and conga drumming from Giovanni Hidalgo, a Latin-jazz mainstay, the music breezes past the acrimony.

> Listen on Spotify, Apple Music or YouTube

'Africa' (2000)

D'Angelo sang to his first son about ancestral pride and fatherly protection in "Africa." The track wafts in with bell-toned keyboards and wordless vocals and floats through a six-minute benediction with an otherworldly glow.

> Listen on Spotify, Apple Music or YouTube

Raphael Saadiq featuring D'Angelo, 'Be Here' (2002)

During the long years between albums, D'Angelo made sporadic appearances with trusted collaborators like Raphael Saadiq. D'Angelo shares songwriting credit on "Be Here" and multiplies vocal harmonies on the second verse, urging, "You should see the tricks that I got."

> Listen on Spotify, Apple Music or YouTube

'Ain't That Easy' (2014)

When D'Angelo re-emerged with "Black Messiah," his music had grown denser, more openly political, more bruised and more uncompromising. "Ain't That Easy" opened the album with a song of desperate love: "You can't leave me," he moans. "It ain't that easy." The track coalesces out of noise and siren-like sounds to turn into a lurching, chugging rocker, with group vocals that give way to solo outbursts: "You won't believe all the things you have to sacrifice just to get peace of mind," he sings, sounding far from peaceful.

> Listen on Spotify, Apple Music or YouTube

'The Charade' (2014)

"All we wanted was a chance to talk / 'Stead we only got outlined in chalk," D'Angelo sings in "The Charade," a bitter song about injustice, lies, systemic racism, stubborn faith and unyielding determination. With D'Angelo overdubbing enough vocals to sound like a crowd, there's a marching feel to the beat, while a sitar hook flies above the mix like a banner.

> Listen on Spotify, Apple Music or YouTube

'Really Love' (2014)

D'Angelo was fond of long intros, and "Really Love" begins with more than a minute of sustained orchestral strings behind a monologue in Spanish from Gina Figueroa, saying she can't bear her man's jealousy and domination. But then it gets jazzy and friendly, with D'Angelo deploying his most endearing falsetto to insist on his purest affection. Without the intro, it would be one of his most easygoing love songs.

> Listen on Spotify, Apple Music or YouTube

'Betray My Heart' (2014)

On an album that often exults in weight and murk, "Betray My Heart" is the opposite: crisp, transparent, airborne. It's a promise of devoted love: "Just as long as there is time / I will never leave your side." And it swings: with a lean, ticking drumbeat, an uncluttered blend of electric piano and guitar, and vocals and horns tossing around some counterpoint -- one more reminder of D'Angelo's sheer musical ingenuity.

> Listen on Spotify, Apple Music or YouTube

'Unshaken' (2019)

This minor-key rock dirge, written with Daniel Lanois and Rocco DeLuca, showed up in the video game "Red Dead Redemption 2." It vows, "May I stand unshaken / Amid, amidst the crash of the world," over mournful guitar picking and tidings of increasing desolation: "I once was standing tall / Now I feel my back's against the wall."

> Listen on Spotify, Apple Music or YouTube

'I Want You Forever' (2024)

D'Angelo collaborated with Jay-Z and the filmmaker and composer Jeymes Samuel on this nine-minute song for the soundtrack of "The Book of Clarence." It's an inexorably building declaration of love, a processional march with a tangle of vocals and a rap from Jay-Z; after it reaches an orchestral peak, it wends its way into the far distance.

> Listen on Spotify, Apple Music or YouTube
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After D'Angelo Bared It All, His Career Was Never the Same

The video for "Untitled (How Does It Feel)" brought him new levels of fame, but not always the kind of attention he sought.

Video: 



By Jonathan Abrams



Oct 14, 2025 at 10:04 PM

The video for "Untitled (How Does It Feel)" helped turn D'Angelo into a cultural touchstone. "The most controversial music video to air in years," a New York Times article called it in 2000, "it depicts the muscular, cornrowed singer, adorned only in a crucifix necklace." The clip supercharged D'Angelo's career and also helped derail it. And it certainly wasn't his idea.

A reserved visionary, D'Angelo -- who died of cancer at 51 on Tuesday -- was never a prolific artist as he helped usher in the neo-soul movement three decades ago. Five years elapsed between his groundbreaking debut album, "Brown Sugar," and his acclaimed 2000 follow-up, "Voodoo."

"Untitled," a crooning ballad written and produced by D'Angelo and Raphael Saadiq, was envisioned as a nod to Prince's impact and legacy. D'Angelo's manager, Dominique Trenier, saw the song as an opportunity to increase the singer's popularity and sex appeal. He wanted the video to convey a piercingly intimate encounter. "We didn't want an onscreen love interest," Trenier told The Times in 2000. "We wanted him to be able to make contact with whoever was watching it one-on-one."

To achieve that, he wanted D'Angelo to appear naked -- or as naked as could be portrayed in a video that would endlessly loop on MTV and BET.

"Initially, to him, it seemed completely bonkers," Trenier told Spin Magazine in 2008. "He didn't quite get what I was saying. He kept going, 'What do you mean, naked?'"

He wore a necklace, but naked ultimately meant a muscular D'Angelo posing for a lingering shot that focused on his lips, chiseled arms and abs as sweat dripped from his torso.

"I was skeptical at first when Dom came to me," D'Angelo said in 2000. "I was like, 'Yeah, is this really gonna work?' But when I got there to do it, I felt pretty comfortable."

D'Angelo told the writer and filmmaker Dream Hampton that he discussed the video's concept with Trenier for about a half-hour.

"Then we didn't talk about it again," he said. "I just showed up. And it was really about concentrating on my performance. I had to sing the song 17 times."

The video was shot in New York City and directed by Paul Hunter. In showing a Black male body on sexualized display, the clip immediately stood out. It landed during an era of "Total Request Live" that typically aired sanitary offerings from boy bands such as 'N Sync and the Backstreet Boys alongside videos featuring the largess of hip-hop's bling era and the video vixens within.

Before the video, D'Angelo was known primarily as an artist. Now he was a sex symbol. On tour supporting "Voodoo," fans often screamed and pleaded for D'Angelo to strip onstage. That kind of attention was not the type that D'Angelo had striven for. In the ensuing years, he fell into addiction, suffered from writer's block and mostly turned away from making music until "Black Messiah," which arrived in 2014. As he stayed in seclusion for more than a decade, the sight of him in the "Untitled" video was still the image much of the world was left with.

During his years spent mostly in seclusion, the "Untitled" video was the lasting image of D'Angelo for much of the public.


"I feel really guilty, because that was never the intention," Trenier, who died in 2016, said in 2008. "'Untitled' wasn't supposed to be his mission statement for 'Voodoo.' I'm glad the video did what it did, but he and I were both disappointed because, to this day, in the general populace's memory, he's the naked dude."

For decades, the true message of the video went over nearly everyone's head, Hunter and D'Angelo disclosed in a 2012 GQ interview.

"Most people think the 'Untitled' video was about sex," Hunter said. "But my direction was completely opposite of that. It was about his grandmother's cooking. Think of your grandmother's greens, how it smelled in the kitchen. What did the yams and fried chicken taste like? That's what I want you to express."

D'Angelo agreed: "It's so true," he added. "We talked about the Holy Ghost and the church before the take. The veil is the nudity and the sexuality. But what they're really getting is the spirit."
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He's Gay. He's an Observant Jew. His Comedy Career Is Booming.

Mordechi Rosenfeld, known as Modi, already has the synagogue crowd. Now he wants the "Goyim, gays and theys," too.

Mordechi Rosenfeld, a comedian known as Modi, has been building his audience in recent years.



By Lisa Lerer



Oct 09, 2025 at 02:44 PM

Mordechi Rosenfeld knew the joke about Grindr would crush if it included a Holocaust survivor.

Sitting at a center table at Reserve Cut, an upscale kosher steakhouse in Manhattan, Mr. Rosenfeld was unpacking his performance earlier that evening at an outpost of the Comedy Cellar, the club where he has been performing stand-up for more than three decades.

He had been trying some new material, including an extended riff about a personal experience on that gay dating app. Years earlier, he had unwittingly corresponded with someone who had an unexpected interest in the bedroom: World War II. Specifically, the German military.

The man who he had been messaging showed up at his apartment door in Nazi uniform. At that exact moment, Mr. Rosenfeld's neighbor, a Holocaust survivor with dementia, exited his own apartment for a nighttime jaunt. The situation was understandably awkward: Mr. Rosenfeld acted as his neighbor's caregiver and was frequently called on to collect him from the lobby or a hallway.

"Excuse me," the man said, "I must have walked into the wrong room."

Then came the punchline, energetically delivered in Mr. Rosenfeld's Long Island accent with ever-so-slight Israeli inflection: The neighbor never again wandered away after dark.

The room, dotted with men wearing black velvet yarmulkes and observant Jewish women in wigs, exploded in laughter. The joke was a little edgy for some, Mr. Rosenfeld acknowledged, but worked because it was deeply Jewish.

"What we were talking about was not, 'They're hooking up and having sex' -- it's how a Jew sees it," Mr. Rosenfeld said. "Many comedians are comedians that happen to be Jewish. I'm a Jewish comedian."

For 30 years, being a Jewish comedian meant working comedy clubs and the synagogue circuit, making a living performing for Jewish organizations from Borough Park to South Florida. He developed a loyal following, fans who knew him by his nickname, Modi. But the markers of mainstream comic success eluded him.

Now, in the two years since the attacks of Oct. 7, which brought the war in Gaza and rising antisemitism around the world, Mr. Rosenfeld, 55, is packing theaters by the thousands from Las Vegas to Atlanta, and Paris to Tel Aviv.

It's an anxious and divisive time for American Jews. It's arguably a great moment to be Modi.

His bits and clips from his podcast are reposted by hundreds of thousands on social media. Plans are underway to tape a comedy special in December -- his second -- and for a show at Radio City Music Hall in April.

"The goal was touring comedian and then it happened. Prayers came true," said Mr. Rosenfeld, crediting his husband with helping push his career to a new level. Brian Karlsson for The New York Times


Alex Edelman, the award-winning comic who's been a fan since childhood, described what he called Mr. Rosenfeld's "renaissance" in reverential terms.

"I've seen him do comedy in Yiddish. I've seen him do comedy for Hasidic crowds and for crowds where there's not a single Jew," said Mr. Edelman, who owned a DVD of Mr. Rosenfeld's stand-up routine as a modern Orthodox teenager. "There's no one like him."

Mr. Rosenfeld's ability to blend the contours of his identity -- or "bubble hop," as he calls it -- has been integral to his recent success. He mines his Judaism for material, cracking jokes about family trips to Israel and the cultural differences between Ashkenazi and Sephardic Jews -- often with punchlines delivered in Hebrew and Yiddish. He ends many of his performances with a collective singing of "Hatikvah," the Israeli national anthem.

But now, he also mines his marriage to Leo Veiga, a 33-year-old who was raised Catholic.

At a New York show, and on the road in Ohio later in the summer, he asked if anyone in the crowd wasn't Jewish. Just a few hands shot up.

Mr. Rosenfeld knows that is his current audience. But he is trying to expand -- to figure out how to reach a more natural Grindr-joke crowd, while keeping the deeply resonant Holocaust-survivor punchlines. He wants, as he puts it, the "Goyim, gays and theys."

"I swear to you -- and this is from my heart -- I don't see the world as Jewish and non-Jewish, gay or straight, thin or fat, Black or white," he said. "I see people who buy tickets to my show, and people who don't buy tickets for my show. That's the only way I see the world."

The question now is whether the bigger, more secular world -- one where antisemitism and Israel are fraught topics -- will embrace him back.

'Moshiach Energy'

On a sunny morning, Mr. Rosenfeld stands in gym shorts and a T-shirt, filming himself on his sun porch. He takes out a yarmulke and puts it on, kisses the corners of his prayer shawl and takes out his tefillin -- the leather boxes worn on the forehead and upper arm during weekday prayers -- to embark on his morning routine, whispering Hebrew prayers into the camera.

When he posted the video to social media, he titled it "ASMR: putting on tefillin."

It's a routine ritual for Mr. Rosenfeld, who leads services at his modern Orthodox synagogue in the East Village, studied cantorial singing at a Hasidic yeshiva and keeps a kosher home. But it's branded with a twist, as a way to capture all his audiences -- the observant fans who pray with tefillin and secular viewers more familiar with ASMR videos online.

 Maddie McGarvey for The New York Times

 Maddie McGarvey for The New York Times

 Maddie McGarvey for The New York Times

"There are probably only 30 comedians in America that can do his numbers in major Jewish markets like Miami and New York City," said Mr. Rosenfeld's agent, Michael Grinspan. "But he's still not a household name." Maddie McGarvey for The New York Times

Mr. Rosenfeld sees comedy as a holy mission, he explained on a sunny Sunday afternoon sitting in his second home, in western Connecticut, which he bought last year.

At the pool in the manicured backyard, Mr. Veiga was entertaining a group comfortable socializing in Speedos. Inside, Mr. Rosenfeld was diving into Talmud, the millenniums-old collection of rabbinical discussion.

He recounted the story of two anshay b'dicha, or people of jokes, who are praised by the prophet Elijah for bringing joy. There was an element of the tale Mr. Rosenfeld never quite understood: Why, he wondered, did the ancient Jewish rabbis feature two comics rather than just a solo performer?

The answer came to him one night, when he was dancing shirtless at a techno rave on ketamine with his husband. The comic can't be alone. The comic must work with others to heal rifts through laughter.

A second epiphany about his work came when Mr. Rosenfeld was reading a Torah portion in which God describes Jews as the "chosen people."

"They weren't chosen to be the strongest and the most powerful and the richest," he said. "Jews were put on this earth to create healing energy."

Those revelations became a personal mantra that guides his comedy: "Moshiach energy" -- Messiah energy.

For Mr. Rosenfeld, the slogan reflects a Messianic idea inspired by the last leader of the Chabad-Lubavitch Orthodox movement, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson. Mr. Rosenfeld interprets it as a mandate to pour positive energy into the world to help bring the Messiah.

With his comedy, Mr. Rosenfeld tries to offer a break from the polarizing politics that consume many in his audience. Like some of his fans, his political views are complicated. He has concerns about the positions on Israel expressed by Zohran Mamdani, the Democratic nominee for mayor in New York City, but also about President Trump, although he said he liked what he sees as the president's support of Israel.

But tackling the complexity of Israel and the United States is not his project, he said. "My show is a pause for laughter" amid everything else that's going on, he said.

The son of Israelis who immigrated to the United States when he was a child, Mr. Rosenfeld discovered his faith as a teenager on Long Island.

His observance deepened during college at Boston University, where he spent much of his time studying at a Lubavitch center near campus. He improved his Yiddish, which he heard from his grandparents, and absorbed the rhythms of old comics like Shimon Dzigan and Israel Schumacher, a famous Yiddish comedy duo.

"I'm like, 'Oh my God, the timing, the cadence, the words,'" he told Marc Maron in an interview on his "WTF" podcast. "It's another level of comedy."

Early in his career, Mr. Rosenfeld was an easy act for Jewish charities and community groups to hire: He worked clean and was "hamish" -- a Yiddish word that means warm and familiar. Brian Karlsson for The New York Times


After school and a stint at a yeshiva in New Jersey, Mr. Rosenfeld accepted a job as an investment banker where he was, according to his husband, a "personality hire." Dyslexic and diagnosed with A.D.D., Mr. Rosenfeld struggled with the details of finance.

He was, however, great at imitating the secretaries in the office.

A friend persuaded him to try stand-up and Mr. Rosenfeld was hooked. He caught the tail end of the Catskills scene, began performing at the Comedy Cellar and worked clubs across the country. He called his rabbi for a blessing before every show.

"You hear comics that say they're comics because of some sort of child trauma or adult trauma," said Donny Moss, a friend who booked Mr. Rosenfeld's first standup spot in 1993. "He just was a very funny person who knew it and had this gift and did the work."

Mr. Rosenfeld unsuccessfully submitted sets with less overtly Jewish material to Comedy Central and late night shows. But he built enough of a following with events for synagogues, Jewish charities and other community groups to become a full-time comedian.

"You have no idea what a rough crowd is until you are in front of 1,200 Jews that have just been fed," he said. "If you don't get them in the first five to eight words, they just get up and go. 'Yeah, that's it. I heard enough. I'll be in the lobby.' My competition was the lobby. Jews love a lobby."

He wasn't out professionally. But, he also wasn't in the closet. Friends knew he dated men, as did his family. Mostly, Mr. Rosenfeld said, he worked.

"When my voice was developing, it was developing into a Jewish voice, not a gay voice," he said. "I was gay, but I was just gay in the fact that I was sleeping with men. It wasn't my thing.

"I worked nonstop," he continued. "Every night, two or three comedy shows. Every weekend, either the Catskills or whatever hired me. I was working. I didn't have time to be gay."

From the kitchen, Mr. Veiga offered a different take: "Modi is a high-functioning bisexual. That's why it never came up."

'Orthodox Ellen DeGeneres'

For much of his career, Mr. Rosenfeld followed a simple principle: "Know your audience."

In a literal sense, Mr. Rosenfeld prides himself on being "an audience's comic," tailoring his set for his crowds rather than the critics and comedy nerds. But the phrase is also a spiritual double-entendre, referring to an order inscribed above the Torah scrolls in many synagogues: "Know in Front Whom You Stand."

"Am I standing in front of God? A hundred percent," Mr. Rosenfeld said. "God is one. Oneness. So my audience and me, when we are laughing together, geez, that's God."

"Moshiach energy," or "Messiah energy," is a personal philosophy for Mr. Rosenfeld and also a catchphrase for his merch, which include yarmulkes embroidered with the words. Maddie McGarvey for The New York Times


Word spread over the decades. Mr. Rosenfeld performed before former Vice President Mike Pence at a Republican Jewish Coalition meeting in Las Vegas, cracked jokes before groups of Hasidic men in Brooklyn and thousands of Jews at suburban synagogues.

He roasted Senator Joe Lieberman ("the spine of a Democrat, the principles of a Republican and the wrinkles of Jimmy Carter") and the conservative commentator Ben Shapiro ("that little bar mitzvah boy they put on the talk shows to annoy the other guests") at annual benefits hosted by Commentary magazine. ("I never thought I would hear, let alone laugh at, a 'Hitler-Goebbels-Shabbat elevator' joke," Mr. Lieberman said later when he took the stage.)

Then 2020 rolled around and, during the pandemic, live shows ground to a halt. But the organizations that hired Mr. Rosenfeld still needed to keep their members and donors engaged.

"Everybody calls up, we need Zoom shows -- the U.J.A., R.J.C., C.J.C., R.J.J., J.J.J., all the J's -- and I figured out how to do Zoom shows that I was great at," he said of suddenly performing for thousands of Jews online.

Mr. Veiga, who became Mr. Rosenfeld's manager, suggested posting some of the clips on social media. Mr. Rosenfeld developed characters that went viral: a windbag Israeli named "Nir, not far," and Yoely, a Hasidic Jew who offered his take on secular television shows.

As pandemic restrictions were lifted, Mr. Veiga began producing live shows, negotiating with Hasidic leaders and synagogue presidents about fees, security and more esoteric issues like which rules must be followed to perform on holidays. His audiences wanted to see the person -- and couple -- behind the jokes on social media. The couple decided to officially reveal their marriage with an interview in Variety.

He saw his role as making people laugh, but now also welcoming gay people into the observant community, letting "people who are Jewish, who are gay, know that it's OK."

Mr. Edelman called him the "Orthodox Ellen DeGeneres" for his role opening up the observant community to L.G.B.T.Q. couples.

Leo Veiga, Mr. Rosenfeld's husband, is 22 years his junior and was raised Catholic. Their marriage now provides material for Mr. Rosenfeld's act. Dia Dipasupil/Getty Images


As he dined with his husband, at the kosher restaurant in Lower Manhattan after his set, Mr. Rosenfeld was repeatedly interrupted by fans asking for photos and autographs.

An Orthodox woman approached the table and said she had taken a party bus with her girlfriends to one of Mr. Rosenfeld's shows on Long Island last year, leaving her husband and seven children home. It was "girls' night," she explained, fawning over not only Mr. Rosenfeld but Mr. Veiga, too.

"These people started with him on his comedic journey in the beginning," said Rabbi Gavriel Bellino, Mr. Rosenfeld's rabbi and close friend. "He can almost say anything at this point because the connection is so deep."

The couple say his original, observant fans have stuck with him. They often address the couple as "Modi and his gay husband."

"As if I'm not gay, but my husband is," Mr. Rosenfeld said.

'I Always Prayed for It'

On Oct. 7, 2023, Mr. Rosenfeld and Mr. Veiga were in Tel Aviv, wrapping up a tour over the Jewish holiday of Sukkot. After the Hamas-led attack on Israel, they caught the last flight to France. Three days later, at a show in Paris, he began a new tradition of ending his sets with the singing of "Hatikvah." He walked offstage to a standing ovation.

Anti-Israel protests outside the theater prompted the French police to ask Mr. Rosenfeld to cancel his final booking in the theater. He obliged.

As anxiety among his fans mounted, Mr. Rosenfeld's following grew. He sold thousands of tickets in London, New York, Sydney and Melbourne. He made appearances in Vienna, Berlin, Munich and Warsaw, as part of what Mr. Rosenfeld called a "reparations tour." Those shows, too, were popular, once Mr. Veiga could assure the audience that they would hire private security for the venue, he said.

He released his first comedy special in April 2024, with the title "Know Your Audience."

The new fame surprises even Mr. Rosenfeld, who attributes much of his success to his husband, whom, as he tells crowds, he met on the New York City subway in 2015.

"I always prayed for it: The goal was touring comedian and then it happened," he said, adding, "I got a husband who all of a sudden took care of the business."

As Mr. Rosenfeld has done more material about being gay, he said he has seen little impact on the number of requests he receives for shows from Hasidic and modern Orthodox organizations. Brian Karlsson for The New York Times


Really Knowing Your Audience

Linda Shaw had never been to the Funny Bone, a comedy club tucked between a Legoland store and an Auntie Anne's pretzels in an outdoor shopping mall in Columbus. But when Mr. Rosenfeld scheduled a show, she drove from her home in Cincinnati along with a pack of girlfriends and several of her cousins.

Ms. Shaw, 56, was raised as a conservative Jew, the daughter of two parents from Europe. She married a non-Jewish man but raised her daughters as Jews.

So much Jewish humor "puts a negative light on Jewish life, and being an observant Jew," Ms. Shaw said. Then, there's Mr. Rosenfeld.

"You have him, who does it in a way that you can laugh and embrace your Judaism," she said.

Mr. Rosenfeld's opening act, a Christian comic picked because he also plays "clean," struggled to adapt his act to this particular audience. His biggest laugh came from a throwaway line, "How many people here go to church?"

At the Funny Bone in Columbus, Mr. Rosenfeld drew a crowd that doesn't normally come to comedy clubs. Maddie McGarvey for The New York Times


Mr. Rosenfeld delivered a 90-minute set that included many of his recent greatest hits, material his fans say helps them feel seen by him at a moment when they feel lost in the wider world. There were jokes about the popular "mission trips" to Israel sponsored by American Jewish organizations and Israeli tour guides.

He described being in Israel on Oct. 7, hearing the air raid sirens and watching the pop singer Bruno Mars evacuate the hotel in a platoon of cars.

Even in that life-or-death moment, Mr. Rosenfeld knew his audience.

"I said, 'Leo, thank God they got Bruno Mars out of there,'" he recounted. "I said, 'If a bomb hits this whole place and me and Bruno Mars both die, I will get zero press.'"
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An Appraisal


Diane Keaton Was the Definition of a Style Icon

Her legacy will include the ways she shaped fashion, rather than allowing fashion to shape her.

Diane Keaton had an affinity for clothes that put her in the tradition of stars like Marlene Dietrich and Katharine Hepburn who refused to conform to gender or social expectations. Kevin Winter/Getty Images



By Vanessa Friedman



Oct 12, 2025 at 06:30 PM

Diane Keaton, the Oscar-winning actress whose death at 79 was revealed this weekend, was one of the last movie stars to arrive in Hollywood before big brands changed the celeb dressing game. She never used a stylist, but came with an aesthetic so clearly and compellingly formed that she shaped fashion, rather than allowing fashion to shape her.

As a result, her penchant for men's suiting, for layers, for turtlenecks and coats as evening wear and accessories -- bowler hats, glove, belts, glasses -- is as much a part of her legacy as her indelible roles in "Annie Hall" -- the film that first introduced the Keaton aesthetic to the world -- and "Reds."

And it's a reminder, in a time when it often seems that movie stars have outsourced their own taste and traded away wardrobe decision-making for financial security in the form of brand ambassadorships, that personal style can be its own powerful currency.

Ms. Keaton inspired not just her early director (and one-time boyfriend), Woody Allen, who famously asked Ms. Keaton to dress herself for "Annie Hall," but also designers such as Ralph Lauren, Jenna Lyons and Thom Browne. It was the impetus for two books from Ms. Keaton herself: the 2014 essay collection, "Let's Just Say it Wasn't Pretty" about finding and staying true to your own style, and the 2024 coffee table tome, "Diane Keaton: Fashion First."

Ms. Keaton's penchant for men's suiting is as much a part of her legacy as her indelible roles in "Annie Hall" (shown here, with director, co-star and one-time boyfriend Woody Allen) -- the film that first introduced the Keaton aesthetic to the world. MGM


Ms. Keaton became an avatar of the "coastal grandma" look, starring in the film "Something's Gotta Give" with Jack Nicholson. Alamy


Mr. Lauren wrote the introduction for that one, noting "I am often credited with dressing Diane in her Oscar-winning role as Annie Hall. Not so. Annie's style was Diane's style." And when it came to that style, he wrote, it was "not defined by the moment. It's not about trends. It's authentic and forever." It was what people now call a "personal brand," before anyone thought to categorize it that way.

That's why decades after "Annie Hall," Ms. Keaton also became a muse for the director Nancy Meyers, the avatar of the "coastal grandma" look, and as recently as last year created an eyewear collaboration with Look Optic.

The Keaton aesthetic (let's call it that) was sourced, at least in the beginning, from Goodwill stores, where her photographer mother used to take Ms. Keaton shopping (a lot of Ms. Keaton's costumes in "Annie Hall" came from her Goodwill wardrobe), and was rooted in the sort of physical insecurity almost anyone could understand. Ms. Keaton wanted to be Raquel Welch, she wrote in "Fashion First," but when that clearly wasn't happening -- wrong body, wrong hair -- she zeroed in on Cary Grant as a role model and took his dressing axioms to heart.

"I had no doubt I could be the person I wanted to be if I applied Cary Grant's concept that 'clothes make the man,'" Ms. Keaton wrote in her book of essays. "Or, in my case, 'clothes make the woman.'"

Hence her affinity for ties, for pleated trousers, the occasional vest -- clothes that both put Ms. Keaton in the tradition of stars like Marlene Dietrich and Katharine Hepburn who refused to conform to gender or social expectations, and covered up what she viewed as her flaws. She wore hats, she said, because she didn't like her hair. Turtlenecks because they hid the neck and framed her face. And so on.

All those layers -- even two skirts to the Oscars in 1978, when she won -- ironically, gave her freedom because they gave her security. "You could call a good two-thirds of my wardrobe an impenetrable fortress," she wrote. Her approach to red carpet dressing was effectively the rebuttal to today's naked dressing trend, though it got just as much attention. Another point worth considering.

She never shied away from discussions of fashion, or dismissed the role it played in her life; for her it wasn't frivolous, it was a deep-rooted part of her identity. Onscreen and off. It wasn't just about her characters, it was about her own character.

Ms. Keaton seated front row at the Thom Browne fashion show in 2023. Getty Images


Which didn't mean she couldn't poke fun at herself and her choices. For her, the faux pas were part of the process. In 2023, she posted a series of photos on Instagram, where she had 2.6 million followers, with the note "Here lies my endless fashion mistakes ... May they rest in peace." She said she admired Joan Rivers, despite Ms. Rivers's tendency to make her a target for her Fashion Police. She appreciated any women with the courage of her own dressing convictions.

Her goal, Ms. Keaton wrote, the whole point of getting dressed, was "finding whatever works for you to get out the door every day." She found it, and she encouraged other people to find it too by being her own best example. Accordingly, though she often sat front row at shows during fashion week, it was as inspiration, rather than advertisement.

Her style wasn't for sale, and that made it priceless.
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Smutty Dressing Is Back

And other takeaways courtesy of T's editors after a month's worth of shows in New York, London, Milan and Paris.


By Nick Haramis, Patrick Li, Kate Lanphear, Jaclyn Bloomfield and Jameson Montgomery



Oct 08, 2025 at 11:17 PM

Versace. Firstview

Tom Ford. Firstview


1. Overt Sex and Sexuality

Nick Haramis, editor at large: We started to notice, particularly when we were in Milan, a hypersexualized approach. It was most prevalent at Dario Vitale's debut at Versace, where he presented his own version of Gianni's take on 1980s Miami.

Patrick Li, creative director: The show was phenomenal and suggested a rawer, pre-glamazon Versace. I think it was a supersmart reset.

N.H.: There was almost a lewdness to the styling: Backless T-shirts on really muscular men. One attendee, who'd been dressed by the brand, wore his pants unbuttoned and cinched with a cock ring. The explicit take made us think about whether or not that expression of sex feels performative, like a cosplay of a different era, or authentic to this moment.

Kate Lanphear, women's style director: It felt downright smutty in a delightful way. But it prompted the question "Does sex still sell?" Dario was most recently at Miu Miu, where the approach to design is a little bit more intellectualized, but can carnal be cerebral? Perhaps, though, that also felt at odds with an attempt to strip Versace down to an essence of sexiness. In Paris, Haider Ackermann tapped into Tom Ford's legacy of overt yet elegant erotic provocation. The show was quasi-performance art and a live interpretation of the risque Opium ads from Tom Ford's era at Saint Laurent, modernized and made even more refined, androgynous and sinuous through Ackermann's lens.

Jaclyn Bloomfield, market editor: Alexander McQueen had visible thongs adorned with charms.

K.L.: Oh, yeah, Sean McGirr brought the notorious bumster pants back. And at Miguel Castro Freitas's debut for Mugler, he showed a dress suspended from nipple rings.

Jil Sander. Firstview

Versace. Firstview


N.H.: Duran Lantink's debut for Jean Paul Gaultier presented a cartoonish expression of sex and sexuality, with a baked-in sense of humor. The model Lulu Tenney came out in what looked like a unitard with a trompe l'oeil image of a hairy nude male body.

P.L.: Jil Sander, on the other hand, was very subtle. It was focused on specific cuts and cutouts that revealed skin, like the thigh or the back of the neck, for example.

Jameson Montgomery, fashion assistant: I thought those Lucio Fontana-inspired slits at Jil Sander were kind of sexy in their own way.

K.L.: Definitely -- where sexiness and minimalism meet.



Miu Miu. Firstview

Prada. Firstview

 Firstview

Miu Miu; Prada; Miu Miu.

2. Tradwives Subverted

K.L.: Miu Miu showed floral and ruffled aprons -- the kind your grandmother would put on to bake cupcakes. At Prada, there were bejeweled dirndls atop prim pleated skirts that signaled traditionalism and domesticity. What I think was genius was the casting. The models weren't typically ladylike -- there was a toughness and an androgyny to them and, underneath their aprons, some of them had on chore coats or leather jackets, evoking the more utilitarian uniforms that you might have seen women wear in times of austerity.

J.M.: I think that's what makes it different than in past seasons, where we've explored the tradwife in a domestic setting. At Miu Miu, the set looked like an industrial cafeteria, so you had these pieces that felt in-the-kitchen mixed with others you'd find on a factory floor.

N.H.: We went to a very late August Barron show at a nightclub on the outskirts of Paris. It had these conventionally beautiful dresses that were worn by a largely queer and trans cast, and the models all came out and posed in a set made to look like a suburban living room, which felt like a modern proposal.

J.M.: One of my favorite shows of the season was Chopova Lowena, which riffed on another archetype: the American cheerleader. The designers spoke about being bullied by those girls in their youth and reclaiming that language with pieces like varsity jackets and these head-to-toe striped looks. There were these ultrafeminine notes that became sort of macabre.

Hodakova. Firstview

Simone Rocha. Firstview


K.L.: Beauty-wise, at Vivienne Westwood, the model Isabeli Fontana was in very heavy makeup. I was so struck by the idea of putting such a classic beauty in almost aggressive war paint. It screamed, "I will not be domesticated," and it made me think of that scene from David Lynch's "Wild at Heart" where Diane Ladd's character is doing her lipstick.

P.L.: You could probably cite Dolce & Gabbana as a nod to homemakers, or homewreckers, too, given all the pajamas and lacy negligees -- underwear as complete looks. Jil Sander showed a transparent floral-printed plastic coat, like a repurposed kitchen table covering.

K.L.: If we're talking about the home, we should mention the pillows and such.

J.M.: Probably 10 of the models at Simone Rocha were clutching them.

K.L.: Hodakova and Vetements used them too. There were dresses made out of pillows and bedsheets. At Loewe, models wore towel dresses, as if they'd just gotten out of the bath.



Chanel. Firstview

Jil Sander. Firstview


3. Dressy Daywear

N.H.: At a certain point, we started asking: Where are the clothes for women to wear during the day, when they're going to the office?

K.L.: I was getting a bit panicked about this. Then, practically on cue, Celine made a really compelling argument for daywear. The models even had motorbike helmets on the runway, as if they'd commuted to the show in these clothes: comfortable to wear, easy to move in. Another person who delivered on the promise of real clothes was Simone Bellotti at Jil Sander. There was a sense that the people debuting at the helms of these important fashion houses were thinking critically about desire, enough to spark sales, and were simultaneously inspired by couture items and very simple, familiar ones. At Chanel, you had a feather ball skirt paired with a classic boxy white T-shirt, but done in sumptuous silk. At the Row, a beautiful, almost demi-couture skirt was tempered by a rather humble knit twin set. It all felt more wearable than in seasons past. There were denim miniskirts at Dior. Chanel did a brilliant collaboration with Charvet. I think we're really moving past a period of absurdity in fashion.

N.H.: We've packed up the clown clothes.

K.L.: It's time to get dressed up again. I also think people wanted to show off the craft of their new brands.

J.B.: In the photos of the runway show, some of the Chanel jackets look like classic tweed but, when you're up close, you realize they're actually crafted from extravagant beading. Absolutely stunning!

Dior. Firstview


P.L.: There were also collared shirts or tops at Loewe that appeared textured. At first glance they looked straightforward, but were actually dimensional. And other basics, too, were more than what they seemed.

N.H.: We'd be remiss, when talking about craftsmanship, if we didn't mention Louise Trotter's Bottega Veneta debut, which included pieces made of fiberglass that evoked a luxurious carwash.

K.L.: I don't know if I would put those special pieces in the wearable category, but the underpinnings qualify. They were paired with some pretty fantastic parachute pants. I also loved the accessories this season. Chanel's brilliant wired 2.55 bag and the reworked Dior Lady Bag, with all the charming little shamrocks, felt like collector's items. At the same time, the word I kept thinking of was "ease."

This conversation has been edited and condensed.
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Tiny Microphones, Huge Presence

Once a quirky accessory, small external microphones have become ubiquitous in social media videos.

When it comes to external microphones, many social media users seem to believe smaller is better. Sebastian Christoph Gollnow/Picture Alliance, via Getty Images



By Jessica Roy



Oct 12, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Over the summer, the beauty influencer Hailey Anderson received a package in the mail from Miu Miu, the fashion and beauty brand that's grown increasingly popular with Gen Z consumers in the last few years. As many companies do with content creators these days, the brand had sent her a free sample -- in this case, the company's new fragrance, Miutine -- in hopes that she would share her review with her nearly 180,000 TikTok followers.

In addition to the perfume, the package contained something else.

"I just got a Miu Miu mic in the freaking mail," Ms. Anderson, 27, said in a video she posted to TikTok. "Is this life?"

Between her perfectly manicured fingers, she held the white branded Miu Miu lavalier microphone, into which she delivered her Miutine review. ("It smells so luxurious.")

If you've spent any time on TikTok, you've most likely encountered these tiny microphones, into which many content creators speak as if they're delivering a one-person news broadcast. The microphones can take many forms, but their tininess is standard.


Some creators hold rectangular lavalier mics, which are intended to be clipped onto a shirt collar, between their thumb and forefinger. Others brandish mini square mics with poofy covers, called "deadcats." And there are even pop singer-style mics adorably shrunken down to the size of a safety pin.

"I've been seeing them over the past two or three years a lot more," Ms. Anderson said in an interview. "I've noticed that when people are doing their sit-down videos, they're really to draw attention in. When you pull the mic out, people are like: 'What is the mic out for? What are you about to say?'"

Mini mics began popping up on TikTok after the pandemic, when creators started drifting away from posting choreographed dances or videos with other users' sounds in favor of creating their own original content.

Christina Najjar, better known by her influencer name, "Tinx," was one of the first to pioneer the mini mic, using it to deliver dating advice and commentary on rich mom style. (The mic became such a key part of her aesthetic that she once joked in a video that the device had "more clout" than her.)









The microphones are used by sports teams, journalists at red carpet events and by A.S.M.R. influencers.

Cara the Vet Tech, a veterinary technician, started using a tiny microphone around the same time as Tinx, but in her case she was using them to interview the animals at her job. Though the mics were employed in different ways -- Tinx to deliver confessional-style takedowns of badly behaved men, and Cara to "interview" puppies who frequently mistook the mic for treats and chewed it accordingly -- the mini mics helped give their content a quirky edge that differentiated them from the pack.

Now, nearly four years later, mini microphones are ubiquitous, and brands like Miu Miu have taken notice.

Netflix and Entertainment Weekly conduct red carpet interviews with the mini mics; sports teams like the Philadelphia Eagles and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers deploy them to quiz their players; e-commerce sites round up the best ones to purchase. The mics have even become popular in the A.S.M.R. community, where creators make sounds into them to elicit a "tingly" response in viewers.

Well-made mini mics can capture sound better than an iPhone when used correctly, but the sound quality is rarely the reason creators employ them. In red carpet interviews, they've become an icebreaker -- a way to draw a celebrity in and give them something to comment on before launching into official interviews. ("Look at this tiny mic!" Emily Blunt exclaimed in a recent interview with the Toronto International Film Festival, before shoving it in Dwayne Johnson's face.)

And on TikTok, the mics are aesthetic accessories that creators like Ms. Anderson say provide a "cute" touch.

Some of the original mini mic pioneers, like Tinx, have since abandoned the auditory accessory, but for others, they are here to stay.

"I'm using this in all of my videos," Ms. Anderson said of her Miu Miu mini mic. "I'm the perfect person to send this to: a girl who loves to talk."
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Why Can't Fashion See What It Does to Women?

A season that included off-putting, sometimes cruel designs left us wondering about what it all means.




By Vanessa Friedman



Oct 10, 2025 at 10:03 AM

What is the purpose of women's fashion? Is it to create tools of self-actualization? To profit from insecurity? To carve out in cloth a new place in the world?

These were the questions that arose at the end of a Paris Fashion Week that introduced clothes that hid, confined, muzzled or even erased the women beneath. There were garments that transformed women into aliens and put them in aprons. There were styles that suggested suffering and entrapment were the cost of participation. There were looks that created an undercurrent of dystopia despite the fact that most of the focus was on the rise of a new generation of designers. Amid the excitement, what exactly these clothes were saying about women was complicated -- and impossible to ignore.

At Courreges, Nicolas Di Felice covered the faces of many models, in an otherwise elegant show inspired by the idea of the sun and rising temperatures, and shielded them from view. But even if the shades were meant as protection, the suggestion that a woman would need to hide was problematic.

At Courreges, some of the models' faces were covered, shielding them from view.  Alain Jocard/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

On Mr. Browne's planet: Thom Browne dreamed up layers of oversize suiting, sometimes with extra appendages attached. Photographs by Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

At Thom Browne, Mr. Browne dreamed up a narrative about extraterrestrials coming to earth and then constructed elaborate layers of oversize suiting to match (sometimes with extra appendages attached), making the person underneath look less like a person than a decorative object. Though they were interspersed with Mr. Browne's signature little gray suits -- or little plaid, chiffon, beaded and otherwise intricately conceived suits -- the women-are-from-another-planet outfits more than overshadowed the ones that allowed the women to actually move unimpeded through space.

That was after the "cocoon" bodysuits that appeared to trap the arms at Alaia and the mouth guards at Maison Margiela that stretched the faces of women (and men) into rictus grins. And after Alessandro Michele, in a much improved Valentino show, had undermined the sophistication of his velvet pencil skirts and silk blouses by putting them on models so skinny they looked starved.

 Umberto Fratini/Gorunway.com

 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

Arm-trapping "cocoon" bodysuits at Alaia, and mouth guards that stretched the face into rictus grins at Margiela. From left; Umberto Fratini/Gorunway.com; Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

Matieres Fecales was conceived to challenge received ideas of beauty, but seemed not to consider the shoes. Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times


He was not the only one. The size inclusivity that fashion once embraced has almost entirely disappeared from every runway save for that of Matieres Fecales, the label conceived to challenge received ideas of beauty by putting classic shapes on all manner of bodies, no matter the size, gender or age. But the designers, Hannah Rose Dalton and Steven Raj Bhaskaran, did not serve their purpose by putting those bodies in shoes that seemed so torturous and ill-fitting that the models could barely walk.

These are images that go out unmediated into the world, there to be interpreted and absorbed in ways that have little to do with the cosseted confines of a fashion show. For designers not to consider what they are saying is willfully ignorant at best, disingenuous and even damaging at worst.

"I don't want to get political because it's a dangerous thing to do nowadays," Duran Lantink said after his Jean Paul Gaultier show of gimmicky rave-wear that included putting a woman into a bodysuit printed to mimic the body of a man. But making clothes that offer woman a way to express identity is an inherently political act.

Miuccia Prada understands this, which is why she has effectively transformed her Miu Miu line into a body of work on the everyday regalia of women's lives, reclaimed and weaponized through fashion. It started after the Covid-19 pandemic with the office uniforms she chopped up into fetishistic sets, followed by the bullet bras of last season transformed into feminist artillery. This time, she offered a meditation on aprons, symbols, she said after her show, of "the real difficult life of women in history, from factories to the home."

Not so frilly after all: Miuccia Prada's meditation on aprons for Miu Miu. Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times


Unlike those earlier collections, however, and despite the fact that her aprons (floral, canvas, lace) were layered over visible bras and undies or covered in jewels and otherwise glamorized, the idea never quite achieved transcendence. Perhaps because aprons themselves still represent both economic inequality and the rise of the tradwife movement, uneasy subjects for very expensive fashion.

And it is why ultimately the most successful collections of the season were the ones that focused definitively on clothes to wear. Clothes made for forward momentum and action, rather than clothes made for marketing purposes, or smartphone virality or to serve the ego of the designer.

That focus is why Matthieu Blazy's pace-setting Chanel show had so much impact. Ditto the collections of Dario Vitale at Versace and Simone Bellotti at Jil Sander. Also Jack McCollough and Lazaro Hernandez at Loewe and Pierpaolo Piccioli at Balenciaga. (Even Jonathan Anderson's Dior debut, which was half clothes for a brisk everyday, half experimental ideas.)

It's why Daniel Roseberry's abandonment of the corset at Schiaparelli was so significant and why it's worth taking a second look at Lanvin, where Peter Copping offered a lovely, modern take on an Art Deco drape, and Dries Van Noten, where Julian Klausner began to find his footing with geometry.

 Lanvin

 Gorunway.com

At Lanvin, Peter Copping offered a modern take on an Art Deco drape, and at Dries Van Noten, Julian Klausner found his footing.   From left, Lanvin; Gorunway.com

 Pascal Le Segretain/Getty Images

 Pascal Le Segretain/Getty Images

Walking the streets of Paris on a busy morning: At Celine, Michael Rider served up flared minidresses, silk scarves and serious coats. Photographs by Pascal Le Segretain/Getty Images

It's why the Row, where Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen's riff on layering (a pencil skirt over a full skirt, one button-up over another, three tank tops at once) seemed an effective way to approach a morning. And why Michael Rider's second collection for Celine, which captured the swirl of Parisian life in the gardens of the Palais Royale, blending haute bourgeois trench coats, skater dresses, chinos and blazers with silk scarves, was so compelling.

He was thinking, Mr. Rider said after the show, not so much about what it would take to be "the most fabulous person in the room," but about what it would take to be the person in the room who had on the best coat.

The person, in other words, with the thing that would free her to go forth and do ... well, whatever is necessary.
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Early Signs of a 'Turning Point' as Renewables Edge Out Coal

The world generated more electricity from renewable energy than coal for the first time ever, a new report finds. The United States is lagging behind. 

A floating solar farm in Visakhapatnam, India. Saumya Khandelwal for The New York Times



By Claire Brown



Oct 07, 2025 at 07:50 PM

In the first six months of the year, renewables like solar and wind generated more electricity than coal for the first time ever, according to a report published Tuesday by Ember, an energy think tank.

But at the same time, the International Energy Agency on Tuesday lowered its forecast for renewable energy growth in the United States over the next five years by almost 50 percent.

These two new forecasts put hard numbers on trends that have been moving in opposite directions: As the United States moves swiftly away from policies that address climate change, renewables are making big gains in the rest of the world.

Taken together, these updates tell a story of uneven progress. In the United States and the European Union, greenhouse gas emissions from the power sector were up in the first half of 2025. In China and India, they were down.

In India, installations of renewables grew faster than demand for energy. Some analysts see this development as an early indication the world is approaching an important tipping point for fossil fuels.

Renewables take a small lead over coal

The first half of 2025 saw an inversion in a long-term trend: renewables generated more electricity than coal, the burning of which is the largest contributor to climate change worldwide.

"We are seeing the first signs of a crucial turning point," Malgorzata Wiatros-Motyka, senior electricity analyst at Ember, said in a statement.

Globally, the difference between renewable and coal electricity generation was small. Both coal and renewables generated just over a third of electricity in the first half of the year, and renewables contributed about 1.2 percent more than coal did.

What made this possible, said Raul Miranda, global program director at Ember, was that global installations of renewable energy outpaced electricity demand growth, putting solar and wind in a position to put a dent in fossil fuel consumption. Enough solar was installed to meet more than four-fifths of new energy demand, Ember found.

"There's an increasing number of geographies where building new solar is essentially cheaper than just operating those existing coal units," he said.

In the U.S., for example, a 2023 study found that 99 percent of coal plants were more expensive to run than renewable replacements would be.

Meanwhile, China installed more solar and wind than the rest of the world combined in the first half of 2025. It has been exporting so much solar equipment that some countries in Africa have been able to significantly expand their electricity capacity.

Ember's finding was roughly in line with the I.E.A.'s forecast, which found that renewables are expected to surpass coal for electricity generation by the end of 2025 or mid-2026 at the latest.

The United States is another matter

This summer, Republicans in Congress passed legislation that rolled back Biden-era tax incentives for wind and solar installations, electric vehicles and other renewable energy projects. The Trump administration has also attacked the wind industry, rolled back regulations that would have made it more expensive to continue operating fossil fuel plants, and canceled grants that support renewable energy projects.

The I.E.A. took this all into account when it revised its estimate of U.S. renewables growth over the next five years, and the new forecast is almost 50 percent lower than the one it issued just before the presidential election in 2024.

Globally, the I.E.A.'s new forecast for renewable growth by 2030 is 5 percent lower than last year, driven in large part by U.S. policies, and to a lesser extent by shifts that lowered China's forecast.

At the United Nations global climate negotiations in 2023, nearly 200 countries pledged to triple renewable energy installments by 2030. Even given the growth of renewables outlined in the I.E.A. report published on Tuesday, the world is still not on track to meet that pledge.

India's striking growth

In India, the world's fourth-largest economy, fossil fuel electricity generation fell in the first half of 2025. Coal fell by 3 percent, and gas fell by 34 percent, the Ember report found. This was due in part to the country's rapid build-out of wind and solar and in part because of mild weather that resulted in lower demand for air-conditioning.

But even if the first half of the year had been as hot as last year, Ember estimated, coal use in India would still have fallen a bit because growth in clean energy was more than three times as large than demand growth.

Fatih Birol, the I.E.A.'s executive director, called India's progress a "very impressive result" driven by government policies like support for rooftop solar and quicker permitting for hydropower projects.

"The tipping point is when you start to have solar and wind actually being faster than the demand growth, because then that allows you to fill in the gap, or fill in the role that once was filled by coal or fossil fuels broadly," Miranda said.

India's rapid renewable growth is expected to continue, the I.E.A. found. It is now expected to be the world's second-largest market for renewables growth over the next five years. Most of the new power capacity is expected to come from solar farms.

Advertisement will go here, if sold. A horizontal rule will appear above the ad by default. Please place at a break in the content, where a horizontal rule exists below.



Researchers collected samples from the seafloor near Pomonte, Italy. Giacomo d'Orlando for The New York Times


Our oceans

The very hungry microbes that could, just maybe, cool the planet

Fifty miles off the Tuscan coast, in a sparkling blue expanse broken only by rocky, forbidding islets, including the real-life Island of Montecristo, ancient creatures are roosting beneath the waves.

They spend their days feasting on an unlikely source of nourishment: methane, a potent greenhouse gas that leaks out of cracks in the seafloor.

Lately, researchers have been trying to put these microorganisms to work on an urgent task. If their appetites can be redirected to other sources of their favorite gas -- namely, the hundreds of millions of tons of planet-warming methane emitted each year from oil and gas sites, livestock and wetlands -- then they might just help slow climate change. -- Raymond Zhong

Read more.



Climate law

Can cities sue over climate change?

The Maryland Supreme Court heard arguments on Monday on an issue facing judges nationwide: Whether or not local communities can sue oil companies over their role in climate change.

The leaders of Baltimore, Annapolis and Anne Arundel County sued some of the world's biggest oil and gas companies in 2018 and 2021, alleging a decades-long disinformation campaign to mislead the public about what causes global warming. The companies' deception, they argued, encouraged the burning of oil and gas, which unleashed more of the greenhouse gases that are dangerously warming the world and causing damage in Maryland including storms, extreme heat and sea-level rise. -- Karen Zraick

Read more.



The western Brooks Range in the Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve. The proposed road would run through parts of the park. DevDharm Khalsa/National Park Service, Alaska Region


The Trump administration

Trump signs order to approve mining road through Alaskan wilderness

President Trump signed an executive order on Monday directing the government to approve a 211-mile industrial road that would cut through pristine Alaskan wilderness to reach a proposed copper and zinc mine.

The president ordered the Interior Department and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to issue all necessary permits for the road, known as the Ambler Access Project, which was blocked last year by the Biden administration.

The Trump administration also said the government would invest $35.6 million in exchange for a 10 percent stake in the Canadian company Trilogy Metals. -- Maxine Joselow and Lisa Friedman

Read more.



One last thing

Listen to the sounds of climate change

Climate change is usually measured and understood in numbers. But you can also experience the planet's changing climate by listening.

As part of this year's Climate Forward conference, we wanted to find a new way for attendees to understand how our planet is changing. We spoke with scientists and researchers who are capturing natural soundscapes before they change forever.

We compiled the work of three researchers to create an audio installation, called the Sounds of Climate Change, that offers a sonic tour of the underwater Arctic, a melting glacier and the Amazon rainforest.

Listen to the first recording below:

And listen to more here.

More climate news from around the web:



	India is in early talks with insurers about establishing a nationwide insurance program linked to climate change, Reuters reports. "The scheme would adopt a parametric insurance model, where policyholders receive a predetermined payout when specific weather thresholds such as rainfall, temperature or wind speed are breached."


	The Trump administration's next phase in its fight against solar energy includes trade measures and permitting delays, The Washington Post reports.


	Heatmap News explains the wave of climate legislation that California passed this year, which includes measures to lower energy costs and streamlined approvals of some new oil wells.




Thanks for being a subscriber.
Read past editions of the newsletter here.
If you're enjoying what you're reading, please consider recommending it to others. They can sign up here. Browse all of our subscriber-only newsletters here. And follow The New York Times on Instagram, Threads, Facebook and TikTok at @nytimes.
Reach us at climateforward@nytimes.com. We read every message, and reply to many!





Enjoying this newsletter? Subscribe to keep receiving it.
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Quote of the Day: Hamas, Flexing Power After Truce, Kills Its Palestinian Rivals

Oct 16, 2025 at 05:01 AM

"We won't turn ourselves in. We would rather die."

MOHAMMAD AL-MANSI, 21, whose father leads a small armed group opposed to Hamas in northern Gaza, on recent killings by the militant group of its rivals even after a cease-fire.
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Corrections: Oct. 16, 2025

Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, Oct. 16, 2025.

Oct 16, 2025 at 05:00 AM

NATIONAL

An article on Wednesday about the naming of Dallin H. Oaks as the next president of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints misstated the age of D. Todd Christofferson, a counselor who will join Mr. Oaks in the First Presidency. He is 80, not 79.

BUSINESS

An article on Wednesday about the impact of France's political turmoil on its economy misstated the title of Olivier Redoules at Rexecode, a French consultancy. He is an economist there, not the founder.

OBITUARIES

An obituary on Oct. 9 about Joan Kennedy, the former wife of Senator Edward M. Kennedy, referred incorrectly to one of her survivors. She is survived by a great-grandson, not a great-granddaughter.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.
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