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Politics
Senate blocks military spending bill as shutdown drags on
Lawmakers aren't much closer to ending the deadlock that has shuttered the federal government.

Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) and his fellow Democrats faced a new test when forced to vote on a new defense appropriations bill on Thursday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin, Theodoric Meyer | 2025-10-16
Senate Democrats blocked a $852 billion bill that would fund the Defense Department through September, rejecting Republican efforts to approve individual full-year spending bills as the government shutdown stretches into its third week.
The vote was seen as a litmus test for Democrats, who have been pushing Republicans to agree to extend health care subsidies in exchange for reopening the federal government. Just three Democrats voted with Republicans to advance the bill, Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (New Hampshire) and Sen. John Fetterman (Pennsylvania) and Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (Nevada).
But the bill fell ten votes short of advancing, indicating that most Democrats were unwilling to weaken their negotiating position or break from leadership even as the Trump administration redirects funds to pay active-duty troops and seeks to lay off furloughed federal workers.
The House has passed its own version of the legislation, but the measures are not the same, which means the military still won't be funded even if this passes the Senate -- GOP leaders, who have kept the lower chamber out of session since the beginning of the shutdown, would have to make members return to resolve the differences.
The bill passed out of a subcommittee in July with the support of nearly all of the panel's Democrats. But since then, the political calculus has changed.
Democrats were hesitant to support the bill as they seek to force Republicans to negotiate with them on extending Affordable Care Act subsidies and demand GOP assurances that any spending agreements wouldn't be reversed by President Donald Trump. The administration has repeatedly challenged Congress's constitutional power of the purse by freezing spending, canceling contracts and clawing back funds without lawmakers' input.
Thune said he has offered Democrats a vote on the ACA subsidies but can't guarantee Republicans will support an extension.
"It's a question of whether they're willing to take yes for answer," he told reporters Thursday. "I don't know what more we can offer them. Like I've said before, I can't guarantee a result or an outcome."
But he also indicated part of the goal with the vote Thursday was to dare Democrats to block it as the shutdown continues: "If they want to stop the defense bill, I don't think it's very good optics for them."
Democrats have pressed Republicans to package the defense bill with other spending bills, which Thune has said he was willing to do. But doing so would require unanimous consent from every senator -- and Schumer said not all Republicans had agreed to package the bills together, giving Democrats a reason to oppose the defense bill.
"We have always negotiated these appropriation agreements in a bipartisan way," Schumer told reporters Thursday. "Once again, they're just going at it alone."
Sen. Jack Reed (Rhode Island), the top Democrat on the Armed Services Committee, said Wednesday that defense is "critical," which is why Democratic senators helped pass a defense policy bill last week.
"But we have to focus on the whole spectrum of it. That means get a [funding extension] in place, get people back to work. And also, I think we have to fix this health care problem simultaneously, because it's very serious," he said, adding that he had not yet decided how he would vote Thursday. 
Republicans are likely to hammer Democrats for rejecting a bipartisan measure they had supported just months ago.
Any Democratic support means "that they're trying to find a way out," said Sen. Markwayne Mullin (R-Oklahoma). "They have no leg to stand on with President Trump and Secretary of War Pete Hegseth making sure men and women in the military are paid. The rest of the shutdown is based on what Schumer wants to do."
Shaheen said she voted to take up the bill as a first step toward rebuilding trust with Republicans.
"We can, and should, try to move forward on a bipartisan appropriations process even as we work to prevent tens of millions of Americans from seeing a massive spike in their health insurance premiums in the coming days," she said in a statement.
Over the weekend, Trump announced that the administration would use Pentagon research and development funds to ensure active-duty military didn't miss paychecks on Oct. 15. The administration did not seek approval from lawmakers to do so, which budget experts have said may be illegal. He also issued an order this week saying the Pentagon could spend any available funding on military pay -- which may also violate the law.
Some Republican senators were hopeful that progress on regular appropriations bills -- which were technically due at the end of September, when the fiscal year changed over, but are often finalized in mid-December -- would appeal to their Democratic counterparts.
The Senate may also vote next week to work with the House on the only full-year spending bill that has already passed both chambers, which would fund military construction and veterans affairs.
Senate Appropriations Committee Chairwoman Susan Collins (R-Maine) said Tuesday that she is optimistic that might persuade some Democrats to end the shutdown.
"If the Democrats can see the regular appropriations process running more smoothly, it might encourage them to stop blocking the reopening of government," Collins said.
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Politics
Why this shutdown is different -- and shows signs of lasting
The government closure is driven by partisan fury and a fight over who controls government. That could make it harder to resolve.

(Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


By Naftali Bendavid | 2025-10-16
In 1995, it was about spending cuts. In 2013, it was about a health care plan. In 2018, it was about a Mexican border wall.
This government shutdown is in large measure about something very different -- the two parties' rage at each other and their battle over who will run Washington for the next three years. That makes it far less predictable, and potentially much harder to resolve, according to people on both sides.
"This is just much, much, much different," said former Rep. Vin Weber (R-Minnesota). "It's not all about health care. It's not about any specific issue. It's about two parties whose base no longer believes they can afford to lose without losing their national standing. That's what I think is at stake here."
Most immediately, the shutdown is over Democratic demands that Congress extend health care subsidies and the Republican response that Congress first must pass a stopgap spending measure. But looming behind those questions are two groups of activists fighting a pitched battle to determine the country's broader path.
"The MAGA movement dominates the Republican Party totally. The progressives don't dominate the Democratic Party totally, but they are working on it," Weber said. "There was a path to compromise in the past. Today that is missing in the psyche of the people on both sides of the debate."
That is evident in the way the two parties have approached the standoff.

House Minority leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) holds a news conference on Tuesday at the Capitol. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)



Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) speaks to reporters hours before the shutdown started, on the afternoon of Sept. 30, at the Capitol. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Democratic leaders were determined to block the Republicans' next spending bill even before they had settled on specific demands. President Donald Trump has responded by freezing projects and firing workers, seeking to pressure Democrats in ways unrelated to the shutdown. (A judge Wednesday temporarily blocked those layoffs.)
Previous closures ended when swing voters made it clear who they blamed for the dispute, prompting one party to cave for fear of the political consequences. Today, the number of such swing voters has shrunk, while the parties' hardcore bases are more energized than ever, ready to revolt against any potential deal as an unacceptable capitulation.
For many Democrats, this fight is about standing up to an authoritarian president who is ignoring the Constitution and seeking near-dictatorial power. For Trump's team, it is about establishing the president's right to full control of the executive branch and federal spending.
Two weeks into the shutdown, some congressional leaders have begun predicting it could set a record for intractability. It is perhaps no accident that the longest shutdown before now occurred in Trump's first term when partisan tensions were also high -- a 34-day standoff over the border wall that began in December 2018 and extended into January 2019.
"We're barreling toward one of the longest shutdowns in American history unless Democrats drop their partisan demands," House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) said Monday.

House Speaker Mike Johnson at a news conference on Tuesday. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)



Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) speaks to reporters after the weekly Republican caucus luncheon on Oct. 7 at the Capitol. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) says Republicans cannot be trusted to respect those demands. "There's definitively no reason to ever trust the Republicans, particularly as it relates to the health care issue and the Affordable Care Act," Jeffries told MSNBC recently.
If that lack of trust bodes poorly, so do the parties' internal dynamics. Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) agreed in March to a different GOP spending measure, only to see some Democrats attack his leadership and raise the prospect of a primary challenge. That gives Schumer a powerful incentive not to bend this time.
Ezra Levin, co-founder of the activist group Indivisible, said his group is actively urging its members to put pressure on Democrats to hold the line, calling congressional offices and making their views known in other ways. "Our mode right now is we are cheerleaders, playing the role we can," Levin said. "Everyone has a role to play, and that is what we can do."
Indivisible and other groups plan to turn out millions of protesters this Saturday for a "No Kings" demonstration against Trump, which they hope will bolster Democrats' resolve to stick to their guns. Republicans are calling the demonstration a "Hate America" rally, saying it shows how Democrats are being bullied by their extremist base.
Matt Gorman, a Republican strategist, said Democrats' defiant posture during the shutdown is winning them praise from progressive activists for the first time since Trump took office.
"This is the first time in a year the far-left base hasn't been screaming at Democrats," Gorman said. "It's like the old saying, 'The best part of an elephant stepping on your foot is the feeling when the elephant stops stepping on your foot.' Why would the Democrats stop? Their base, for once, isn't foaming at the mouth, screaming obscenities towards them."

The Capitol Visitor Center, normally filled with tour groups, sits empty on Tuesday. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


But Republicans, especially those in the White House, also appear to see little reason to change course. Closing parts of the government is not a problem for the Trump administration, but a centerpiece of its agenda. Long before the shutdown, Trump was seeking to close down agencies and firing thousands of federal workers.
"I don't think the Trump administration, and perhaps even the Republicans in Congress, have the same sort of anxiety about shutdowns as earlier administrations," said John Lawrence, who served as chief of staff to former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-California). "In effect, they have been conducting their own shutdowns for six or seven months."
Lawrence, who is also a historian, said that while it is ostensibly congressional Republicans who are negotiating with Democrats, it is actually Trump who is calling the shots on the GOP side. And he does not have the same incentive to reach a deal as Republicans who face an election next year.
"The Congress is sidelined to some extent, even though it's their role to come up with a solution," Lawrence said. "It's difficult to do that when the administration is in charge, and the administration is not feeling the heat. Far from it -- I think Trump enjoys exercising the executive power."

President Donald Trump on Wednesday at the White House. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Several potential catalysts for a deal have been taken off the table. Trump recently ordered that paychecks be sent to military service members during the shutdown, removing a factor that Republicans hoped would force Democrats to back down.
Polls have yet to show voters overwhelmingly blaming one side or the other, so neither party faces pressure to change course. An Economist/YouGov poll released Tuesday showed that 39 percent of Americans blame Trump and the GOP for the shutdown, while 33 percent fault the Democrats -- a relatively small margin and one that has narrowed in recent days.
That split among the population at large leaves more clout in the hands of the impassioned believers on each side. "The bases of both parties are operating on nuclear energy right now," said former Rep. Steve Israel (D-New York). "That is where most of the activism and motivation is."
All of this makes for a far different landscape from previous government closures.
The first major shutdown -- a shock at the time -- came in 1995, when a triumphant House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Georgia), who had recently led Republicans to control of the House for the first time in decades, demanded that President Bill Clinton agree to sweeping spending cuts.

President Bill Clinton meets with House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Georgia), left, and Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole (R-Kansas) during the 1995 shutdown at the White House. (Greg Gibson/AP)



House Appropriations Committee Chairman Rep. Bob Livingston (R-Louisiana) holds a "closed" sign during the 1995 shutdown outside the National Gallery of Art in Washington. (Doug Mills/Associated Press)


But polls quickly showed that voters sided with Clinton and were worried about the excesses of the surging "Republican Revolution." After three weeks of damaging headlines, the Republicans backed down.
In 2013, the government closed when Republicans tried to defund the Affordable Care Act, President Barack Obama's signature health care law, and Democrats resisted. In the end, minor changes were made to the ACA, and the government reopened after 16 days.
The longest shutdown came in 2018-19, during Trump's first term, when Trump insisted that Congress allot more than $5 billion for a wall on the southeastern border. As airline delays mounted and federal workers missed their second paycheck, Trump relented.
It is not clear he will be equally flexible this time around. More Americans are likely to feel the shutdown's impact in coming weeks, as the lack of federal paychecks takes a bite from the economy and air traffic controllers continue working without pay. But Trump has taken a far more confrontational approach in his second term, and with Democrats determined to match his aggressiveness, neither side seems ready to soften.
Each successive shutdown appears to prompt less urgency from voters. Presidents have learned to limit the fallout by exempting various government functions as "essential services." And since January, Americans have grown accustomed to roaring political battles that may make the shutdown feel like one more chapter in an unceasing drama.

The U.S. Botanic Garden is closed during the shutdown. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


"Neither side, in my opinion, thinks they are going to, quote, win," Weber said. "They just think that losing would be unacceptable."
Lawrence, the former Pelosi staffer, said he initially believed the dispute over whether to extend enhanced ACA subsidies -- the ostensible reason for the shutdown -- lent itself to a simple solution: extend the subsidies temporarily, until after the 2026 midterms. That is how such fights would have been resolved in the past, he said.
But he said he has concluded the White House is after something much bigger -- not resolving one spending dispute, but establishing its right to control government funds in an unprecedented way.
"That's really what makes this different -- you have a new level of autonomous arrogance coming out of the White House," Lawrence said. "I don't mean that in a negative way. They see it as an opportunity to demonstrate how they have concentrated power. They are not going to give up very easily."
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How big will 'No Kings' protests be this weekend? Karen Tumulty took your questions.
Join our chief political correspondent for her live chat every other Thursday at noon Eastern time.

(The Washington Post)


By Karen Tumulty | 2025-10-16
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Politics
Trump administration, Newsom feud over planned live-fire military event
An event this weekend set to be attended by Vice President JD Vance has prompted concerns over whether it will be necessary to temporarily shut down a major highway.

The main gate of Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton in Southern California. (Lenny Ignelzi/AP)


By Maegan Vazquez | 2025-10-16
The U.S. Marine Corps announced a live-fire exercise will take place Saturday in Southern California to celebrate its 250th anniversary at an event set to be attended by Vice President JD Vance, sparking a dispute with California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) over whether it will be necessary to temporarily shut down a nearby major highway.
Newsom, in a Wednesday night social media post, called the event a "vanity parade," claiming that "Donald Trump and JD Vance think that shutting down (Interstate 5) to shoot out missiles from ships is how you respect the military."
Hours after Newsom's post, however, the U.S. Marine Corps issued a press release on the anniversary events that said "no public highways or transportation routes will be closed" and that "all training events will occur on approved training ranges and comport with established safety protocols."
In a subsequent statement to The Washington Post on Thursday, Newsom's office said they were "relieved the White House backed off its plans to shut down a major interstate."
"Now that I-5 will stay open, we hope the Trump Administration applies that same common sense to reopening the federal government," the statement from Newsom's office said.
The Post has not confirmed whether there had been plans for live ordnances to be fired over the interstate, nor whether the the Trump administration had been planning to shut down the freeway for the exercise.
Saturday's military showcase at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton near San Diego is set to be attended by Vance, the first Marine Corps veteran to serve as vice president, and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth.
The show of force is set to take place on the same day anti-Trump demonstrators are slated to hold several "No Kings" protests around the country, including in California. Trump held a military parade in Washington on the same day "No Kings" protests were held in June.
The back and forth over the ramifications of Saturday's events marks the latest in a public feud between Newsom, a potential 2028 Democratic presidential candidate, and the Trump administration.
The Marine Corps release states that Camp Pendleton "will host a live-fire Amphibious Capabilities Demonstration" to celebrate the Marine Corps' 250th birthday and the country's semiquincentennial. The release described the demonstration as "training activities" that would showcase military readiness and would "feature integrated Navy and Marine Corps operations across air, land, and sea."
The White House also pushed back on assertions Wednesday by the governor's office about the potential closure of Interstate 5 -- one of the busiest roads in the country.A spokesman for Newsom suggested missiles could be launched during the ceremony from the ocean over the highway onto parts of the base's 125,000 acres.
Responding to the claims from Newsom's office on social media, Will Martin, Vance's communications director, wrote, "This is fake news: the Marine Corps said they are NOT shutting down the I-5 highway and that the event at Camp Pendleton is a training exercise."
The governor's office also criticized the Trump administration over what it called "an absurd show of force, and totally uncalled for during a government shutdown when members of the military cannot even get a paycheck."
Over the weekend, Trump ordered Defense Department officials to repurpose money to make Wednesday's payroll for members of the military during the ongoing shutdown. It's not clear whether military members would continue to receive paychecks beyond Wednesday should the shutdown stretch further.
Saturday's showcase will be included in a national prime time broadcast scheduled to air Nov. 9, according to the Marine Corps.
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Politics
U.S. revoked at least six visas over Kirk comments, State Department says
"The United States has no obligation to host foreigners who wish death on Americans," it said, adding that it continues to identify visa holders who have made such comments.

A memorial for Charlie Kirk, the 31-year-old conservative activist and ally of President Donald Trump, shot dead in September. (Ross D. Franklin/AP)


By Niha Masih, Leo Sands | 2025-10-16
The Trump administration said it has revoked the visas of at least six foreigners over disparaging comments they allegedly made about Charlie Kirk, the conservative activist and ally of President Donald Trump shot dead at a campus event in Utah last month.
In a statement posted on X on Tuesday, the State Department said: "The United States has no obligation to host foreigners who wish death on Americans," adding that it is continuing to identify additional foreign visa holders who have made negative comments about Kirk.
The visa revocations are part of an avowed effort by the Trump administration, broadly spanning government departments, to silence criticism of the slain figure by citizens and noncitizens alike.
In social media posts, the State Department shared six examples of foreign visa holders celebrating Kirk's death. Without identifying them by name, it identified their nationalities as Argentine, Brazilian, German, Mexican, Paraguayan and South African.
In an interview Wednesday, South African national Nhlamulo Baloyi confirmed the State Department had revoked his U.S. visa and that he had written one of the posts. In the post, he said: "Charlie Kirk won't be remembered as a hero," and suggested his followers were a "movement of white nationalist trailer trash."
Speaking on a video call from Sandton, South Africa, the 35-year-old music executive said he received confirmation last week that his business visa to the United States, which was due to expire in 2032, had been revoked. Baloyi was in South Africa at the time and has never lived in the U.S., he said, adding that U.S. officials had provided no details about the reason, other than that unspecified information had come to their attention.
It was only when he saw the State Department's social media post that he understood what information they were referring to.
"This goes against all the values that one has known about America," he said, condemning the revocation as a violation of his free speech. In the interview, Baloyi said that he condemned all political violence and that he had been trying to make a point about double standards surrounding race.
For Brazilian comedian Tiago Santineli, 33, having his tourist visa revoked by the State Department was akin to a badge of honor. "I'm the world's first comedian banned from the U.S. because of a joke," Santineli said in an email to The Washington Post, adding that he will not contest the decision, "as the United States has ceased to be an attractive country for people who aren't far-right."
The agency cited Santineli's post in Portuguese, which they translated as stating: "Charlie Kirk was the reason for a Nazi rally where they marched in homage to him" and that Kirk "DIED TOO LATE."
The move to revoke his visa for social media comments, Santineli added, suggests that freedom of expression in the U.S. had been a facade and now "only exists for right-wing extremists with fascist ideals."
Eric Lee, co-founder of a Michigan-based legal defense group, the Consular Accountability Project, said the Trump administration is banning speech with which it disagrees.
"Visa denials or revocations implicate all of our rights, because citizens have a right to listen to speech that is critical of Charlie Kirk. The government may not decide what kind of viewpoints we are allowed to hear and discuss," he said. On social media, Lee offered his organization's legal support pro bono to those who have been targeted.
Also among the individuals was an unnamed Paraguayan national who the State Department claimed had said Kirk "died by his own rules" and had used an expletive to describe the right-wing activist.
The post appeared to be a reference to Paraguayan radio and television journalist Kike Gamarra, who used the same language in comments in a television interview last month.
In a text message to The Post, Gamarra said the State Department's post was "arbitrary and dangerous," adding that he was deeply saddened by what he described as the "enormous democratic and social setback" occurring in the United States.
Gamarra confirmed that he was recently invited to the U.S. as part of a journalists' delegation from Paraguay under the State Department's International Visitor Leadership Program. But according to Gamarra, the visa was only valid between Jan. 3 and Jan. 25. "They cannot take away or revoke what I do not have and have not requested. I don't have an American visa," he said.
The Washington Post could not independently verify the length of Gamarra's visa, and the State Department did not immediately respond to a request for comment overnight.
The announcement came on the day Trump posthumously honored Kirk with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the country's highest civilian honor.

President Donald Trump presents Erika Kirk with the Presidential Medal of Freedom posthumously awarded to her husband, Charlie Kirk, Tuesday at the White House. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


It also comes amid a broader crackdown on speech the administration deems offensive or extreme in response to the killing of Kirk, who was a star among conservatives but also a divisive figure for his controversial rhetoric on race, sexuality and other issues. A wave of companies and institutions fired, suspended or disciplined employees for posts about his death, in some cases under pressure from Kirk supporters. In the aftermath, Deputy Secretary of State Christopher Landau urged people to flag posts by foreigners "who glorify violence." Hundreds responded, with Landau personally replying to many.
Last week, The Post reported that the Pentagon has investigated nearly 300 Defense Department employees for comments appearing online after Kirk's shooting, following a directive from the department's political leadership.
Previously, the Trump administration arrested and tried to deport several international students for their pro-Palestinian activism, which a federal judge recently ruled was illegal, calling the crackdown a "truly scandalous and unconstitutional suppression of free speech."
Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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White House
Trump wants a White House ballroom. These companies are funding it. 
Tech, crypto and defense companies are among the donors that have committed millions to help turn Trump's ballroom dream into a reality, according to the White House.

President Donald Trump delivers remarks during a ballroom fundraising dinner Wednesday in the East Room of the White House. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Cat Zakrzewski, Jonathan Edwards | 2025-10-16
President Donald Trump's ballroom construction project is fully financed, he said, with money leftover, after Coinbase, Apple and dozens of other companies committed millions to please a president who has long dreamed of leaving his mark on the White House.
Trump treated donors from Silicon Valley, Wall Street and the defense sector to a candlelit dinner in the East Room on Wednesday as a thank-you, praising them for quickly heeding his call for support and noting some offered as much as $25 million. With more in hand than the $250 million needed for the historic White House addition, Trump told his guests he might keep building. He is eyeing plans for a grand arch near Arlington Memorial Bridge, he said.
"I thought I'd have this dinner in a year from now, a year and a half from now," he said Wednesday, marveling that so many donors had stepped forward so quickly. "And we have it already because it's, it's fully taken care of."
He suggested those would be among the first guests in the new ballroom "if we still like you at that time."
Companies also rushed to pledge materials that would help deliver on Trump's dream. Carrier volunteered to provide air conditioning for the structure, he said, which will be made with bulletproof glass and donations from a steel company. As envisioned, the ballroom would fit 999 people -- hundreds above an estimate the White House released this summer.
Wealthy individuals including Blackstone CEO Stephen A. Schwarzman and crypto investors Tyler and Cameron Winklevoss were among the expected dinner attendees, according to a list provided by the White House and first reported by the Wall Street Journal. Many of the companies have large contracts with the federal government, including Amazon, Lockheed Martin and Palantir Technologies. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post).

The grounds outside the White House under construction for a new ballroom, Sept. 20. (Tasos Katopodis/Getty Images)


Corporate America has sought to make inroads with the president through private dinners, big donations and lavish gifts since Trump won reelection. The ballroom construction presents donors another avenue to appeal to the president, a real estate developer by trade, who views the initiative as part of his legacy.
The reception represents a dramatic shift from four years ago, when many business executives spurned Trump and some -- including those represented Wednesday -- prohibited him from using their services in the wake of the Capitol riot on Jan. 6, 2021. Many of the world's richest executives rushed to Mar-a-Lago to repair relationships or donated millions to his inauguration celebrations after he reclaimed the presidency and to publicly heap praise on his policies. When Trump unveiled a new Rose Garden patio this summer, many of his early guests were tech executives whose companies have donated to the ballroom.
Ethics experts have warned that the donations could create conflicts of interest, especially with companies that are being sued by the federal government or that operate in sectors that were heavily regulated by the Biden administration.
"It may or not be money in his pocket, but it's absolutely to benefit Trump personally because it's important to him," said Kathleen Clark, a law professor at Washington University in St. Louis who specializes in government ethics.
Trump has blended his political office with his personal fortune in unprecedented ways during his second term, even hosting a private dinner in May for top holders of his meme coin. While other presidents have granted special access to political donors, Trump is often doing so in exchange for funding that does not come with the same legal constraints.
Some donors contended that the project would also impact future White House residents.
"This project will benefit not only this presidency, but presidencies to come, as they welcome guests to the White House on behalf of the American people," Microsoft said in a statement.
The White House has not disclosed how much the companies have contributed, even as ethics experts and Democrats have called for full transparency. The Trust for the National Mall, a nonprofit that partners with the National Park Service, is accepting and managing the donations for the renovation. Nonprofits are generally not required to disclose their donors, and contributions to them are often tax deductible. The rules for the organization contrast with traditional corporate lobbying spending or campaign donations, which are subject to strict disclosure rules.
Trump's political opponents criticized him for hosting a lavish dinner with billionaires and millionaires in the White House on the 15th day of a government shutdown, which has left thousands of government employees without pay. The Democratic National Committee called the event a "cash-for-access" dinner in a statement.
"Trump is busy wining and dining with his rich friends and wealthy donors while failing to make a deal to end the government shutdown," DNC communications director Rosemary Boeglin said in the statement.
More than $20 million of the funds for the ballroom came from YouTube's settlement of a lawsuit that Trump brought over the company's 2021 decision to suspend his account following the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol. A group of Democratic senators on Wednesday sent a letter to YouTube CEO Neal Mohan and Google CEO Sundar Pichai, questioning whether the settlement violated federal anti-bribery laws.
Construction of the White House ballroom began last month as work crews started cutting down trees and digging up parts of the South Lawn. The White House has promised that the ballroom will be finished long before Trump leaves office.
The White House has remained generally unchanged in the 73 years since President Harry S. Truman launched a renovation. The ballroom is the biggest renovation Trump has announced. He has also paved over the Rose Garden and installed massive American flags on the campus, among other retouches.
Trump has sought to build a ballroom at the White House since at least 2010, when he said he offered to construct one for the Obama administration. He was ultimately rebuffed, but he remained confident in his knack for building ballrooms.
He promised that the new ballroom would be "very much in keeping" with the existing White House, suggesting his renovation plans had some limits.
"A new thing is you build a super modern building next to an old fashioned building," Trump said. "And I think that's good, but I don't have the courage to do that much with the White House."
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Politics
GOP congressman says Capitol Police is investigating swastika in his office
Rep. Dave Taylor's office called the appearance of an American flag with a swastika on it "vile vandalism." An image of the flag taken from a virtual meeting in which it appeared behind a staffer was shared online Wednesday.

Rep. Dave Taylor (R-Ohio) says the flag with a swastika was found on Tuesday in his office. (Bill Clark/AP) 


By Alec Dent | 2025-10-15
Rep. Dave Taylor (R-Ohio) said he requested that the U.S. Capitol Police investigate an American flag with a swastika on it found Tuesday in his office.
A screenshot from a virtual meeting that included Angelo Elia, who works as a legislative correspondent in Taylor's office, was shared online Wednesday. The image shows Elia in front of what appears to be a cubicle wall bearing a small American flag altered so the stripes form a swastika, hung up alongside a copy of the Constitution and memes about Ohio.
"I am aware of an image that appears to depict a vile and deeply inappropriate symbol near an employee in my office," Taylor said in a statement. "The content of that image does not reflect the values or standards of this office, my staff, or myself, and I condemn it in the strongest terms."
Rebecca Thompson, Taylor's communications director, described the incident as "vile vandalism." Taylor, who was elected to the House last year, also noted in his statement that he "directed a thorough investigation alongside Capitol Police, which remains ongoing."
The Capitol Police did not respond to a request for comment, and automated messages from its public information office said it is closed for routine business during the government shutdown.
Elia also did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
In recent days, Republicans struggled to respond to an outcry sparked by leaked messages -- reported by Politico -- between leaders of Young Republican groups across the country that contained racist exchanges and praise for Adolf Hitler. Some Republican elected officials issued statements denouncing the messages, such as Rep. Michael Lawler (R-New York), who said on social media that he was "disgusted by the hateful antisemitism and racism revealed in these messages." Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-New York) said on social media that "elected Republicans rightfully condemned the alleged vile statements and delivered accountability," but also criticized Democrats for "hyperventilating" over a "hit piece."
While on "The Charlie Kirk Show" on Wednesday, Vice President JD Vance appeared to downplay the incident, describing the messages as "edgy, offensive jokes" told by "kids."
When reacting to the Young Republicans' messages, Stefanik and Vance each pointed to the recently unearthed 2022 text messages sent by the Democratic nominee for Virginia attorney general in which he described a hypothetical shooting of a former state House speaker. Vance said those texts were "far worse" than what was in the Young Republicans' group chat and that he refuses "to join the pearl clutching when powerful people call for political violence."
The national board of Young Republicans, a political organization aimed at Americans age 18 to 40, said in a Tuesday social media post that it was "appalled by the vile and inexcusable language revealed" in the leaked messages. It said that such behavior was unbecoming of any Republican and called for those involved to resign their positions in the group's local chapters.
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Courts & Law
Supreme Court seems open to limiting key section of Voting Rights Act
Further limits on the use of race in drawing electoral districts could have a major impact on representation in Congress and legislatures.

The Supreme Court heard arguments Wednesday about whether race played too large a role in the decision to create a second Black-majority congressional district in Louisiana. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


By Justin Jouvenal | 2025-10-16
The Supreme Court seemed open Wednesday to further limiting the use of race in drawing legislative maps, a move that could undermine the last major pillar of the Voting Rights Act, which has bolstered the power of minority voters and candidates for more than half a century and is widely considered one of the most significant laws of the civil rights era.
The court's conservative majority appeared sympathetic to arguments by attorneys for Louisiana and the Trump administration, who said race played too large a role in the decision to create a second Black-majority congressional district in the state, in violation of the Constitution's provision that all people must be treated equally. Black voters had sued, claiming their voting power had been diluted by a previous map.
Several conservative justices appeared to be searching for ways to cap how and when states consider race as they redistrict. Such a ruling would most likely lead to a decline in the number of minorities holding public office. It would also touch off a scramble to redraw electoral maps across the country, putting Black elected officials in particular danger.
At issue is Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act, which requires states to craft legislative districts under certain circumstances to ensure Black and other minority voters have an opportunity to elect candidates of their choice. It was fashioned in 1965 to root out discriminatory practices in voting and elections that had long diminished the voting power of Black Americans and was strengthened by Congress in 1982.
But conservative justices signaled it might be time to curtail the law.
"This court's cases in a variety of contexts have said that race-based remedies are permissible for a period of time, sometimes for a long period of time, decades in some cases, but that they should not be indefinite and should have an end point," Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh said during 21/2 hours of sometimes contentious arguments.
Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. chimed in at another point to ask, "What's the proper size?" in talking about the role race should play in drawing voting maps.
Those two justices provided the key votes for a decision two years ago that said Alabama had drawn electoral maps that diluted the power of Black voters. Their comments this time indicated openness to changing how the law works to control redistricting decisions but left unclear how far they might go in trimming Section 2.
Louisiana Solicitor General Benjamin Aguinaga told the justices that any "race-based redistricting is fundamentally contradictory to our Constitution" and said the creation of "majority-minority" districts relied on outmoded ideas about voting in communities of color. He said that Louisiana had changed in recent decades, so the need for the protections of Section 2 had diminished.
"It requires striking enough members of the majority race to sufficiently diminish their voting strength, and it requires drawing in enough members of a minority race to sufficiently augment their voting strength," Aguinaga said. "Embedded within these express targets are racial stereotypes that this court has long criticized."
Hashim Mooppan, principal deputy solicitor general for the Trump administration, did not go as far as Aguinaga. He said states should be allowed to factor race into redistricting decisions, but only if racial considerations take a back seat to race-neutral factors in creating maps, like protecting incumbents. Too often the law is bolstering Democrats rather than leveling the playing field for racial minorities, he said.
"The problem is not the mere consideration of race in districting," Mooppan said. "The problem is when race subordinates traditional neutral principles and is the factor that cannot be compromised."
The court's three liberals sharply questioned lawyers for Louisiana and the Trump administration and were deeply skeptical of changes to the law. Justice Sonia Sotomayor tartly responded to Mooppan that their position amounted to "bottom line ... just get rid of Section 2." She said its practical impact would be to gut the Voting Rights Act.
Justice Elena Kagan asked an attorney for Black voters in Louisiana what impact a demise of Section 2 would have.
"The results would be pretty catastrophic," Janai Nelson bluntly responded.
"We only have the diversity we see across the South because of litigation" under the voting rights law, Nelson said, adding that it had been "crucial to diversifying leadership" in Louisiana and other states. Even now, she said, no Black person has been elected to statewide office in Louisiana.
Roughly a dozen majority-minority districts exist across the South and account for roughly 1 in 4 of the Black representatives in Congress. Democrats fear that if the Voting Rights Act is weakened, Republican-controlled legislatures would wipe out those districts.
The case arrives at a moment when President Donald Trump has pushed Republican states to redraw their congressional maps to try to shore up conservatives' slim House majority. Democrats in California and other states are considering redistricting to counter that plan. It's unclear, however, if a decision in the current case would come in time to affect next year's midterm congressional elections. The justices are likely to issue a decision in the case by June or July.
Wednesday's session was an uncommon reargument of the case, which the justices first heard last term.
In August, the justices told the parties that they should address the question of whether the second Black-majority district violated the 14th and 15th amendments, which were passed after the Civil War to guarantee Black people citizenship, equal treatment and the right to vote.
States typically have to thread a needle when creating voting maps. The Voting Rights Act allows states to consider race when drawing districts to redress past racial discrimination and requires that minority voters have a realistic opportunity to elect representatives of their choice. Maps drawn explicitly along racial lines, however, violate the 14th Amendment's equal protection clause and the 15th Amendment's ban on racial discrimination in voting practices, the Supreme Court has said in previous decisions.
The Louisiana case has followed an especially circuitous path, which illustrates how complicated complying with those commands can be.
In 2022, Black voters and civil rights groups sued Louisiana under Section 2, saying the state had diluted their voting power by creating a new congressional map that had only one Black-majority district out of six. African Americans make up a third of the state's population.
A federal judge ruled for the plaintiffs and ordered the state to craft a new map with a second Black-majority district. After additional legal wrangling, the Louisiana legislature drew such a map in 2024.
The new map that lawmakers approved, drawn in part to protect the seats of powerful Republican incumbents, including House Speaker Mike Johnson and House Majority Leader Steve Scalise, created a Black-majority district that snaked across the state from Baton Rouge to Shreveport.
A self-described "non-Black voter" group then sued to block the new map. They argued it was an unconstitutional racial gerrymander that violated the equal protection clause. A district court panel ruled for the non-Black plaintiffs and put a hold on the redrawn map.
The Supreme Court eventually allowed the map with two Black-majority districts to go into effect for the 2024 congressional election. Voters selected Cleo Fields, a Black Democrat, for the new seat.
The non-Black voters brought their case back to the Supreme Court, which initially heard it last term. In June, however, the justices decided to put off ruling and said they would hear additional arguments.
Over the last several decades, the courts have interpreted the 14th and 15th amendments in ways that traditionally give the states some space to comply with the Voting Rights Act. But that appears to be in danger.
The Supreme Court previously dealt a major blow to the Voting Rights Act in 2013. In a decision that year, a sharply divided court invalidated Section 5 of the act, which required certain states with a history of racial discrimination in voting to get "pre-clearance" from the federal government before changing election rules. Most of those states are in the South.
"Our country has changed, and while any racial discrimination in voting is too much, Congress must ensure that the legislation it passes to remedy that problem speaks to current conditions,"  Roberts  wrote for the majority in that case.
The demise of Section 5 led to a wave of laws requiring voters to show IDs and to curbs on mail-in voting. Critics say such rules have made it more difficult to vote, particularly for communities of color.
The court has also recently curtailed the use of race to address discrimination in a series of rulings. Most notably, the court struck down affirmative action in college admissions in a major decision in 2023. Roberts also penned that decision, writing that "the student must be treated based on his or her experiences as an individual -- not on the basis of race."
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Europe
U.S. pushes Russia to negotiate as Hegseth warns Moscow of 'costs'
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky is pushing for Tomahawk missiles as the Trump administration tries to prod Russia into talks on ending the war.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth attends a meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group after a meeting of NATO defense ministers in Brussels on Wednesday. (Yves Herman/Reuters)


By Ellen Francis, David   Stern | 2025-10-15
BRUSSELS -- The Trump administration is raising pressure on Moscow to come back to the negotiating table to resolve the war in Ukraine, with Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth warning the Kremlin of possible "costs" at a NATO meeting on Wednesday.
The threats ramped up ahead of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky's visit to Washington on Friday. Zelensky hopes to persuade President Donald Trump to raise the stakes by supplying U.S.-made long-range missiles for deeper strikes into Russia.
"If there is no path to peace in the short term, then the United States, along with our allies, will take the steps necessary to impose costs on Russia for its continued aggression," Hegseth told his European counterparts Wednesday at a meeting intended to drum up more military supplies for Kyiv.
"If we must take this step, the U.S. War Department stands ready to do our part in ways that only the United States can do."
As Trump signals he will focus again on the war in Ukraine, he has said he is considering providing Kyiv with longer-range Tomahawk cruise missiles as a way of pressuring Russian President Vladimir Putin. Ukraine has already wreaked havoc on Russia's oil installations with its long-range drones, but the missiles could inflict greater damage.
"Do they want to have Tomahawks going in their direction? I don't think so. I think I might speak to Russia about that," Trump told reporters aboard Air Force One on Sunday. "I might say, 'Look, if this war is not going to get settled, I'm going to send Tomahawks.'"
The next day, while spearheading the ceasefire deal for the Gaza Strip, Trump said he would turn to reaching a peace deal between Moscow and Kyiv, nearly four years since Russia's 2022 invasion.
Russian officials have said Tomahawk deliveries would be an escalation.

Hegseth and NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte on Wednesday before a meeting of defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels. (Virginia Mayo/AP)


Ukraine's staunchest European backers prodded Washington to supply the weapons as Hegseth arrived at NATO headquarters Wednesday. Defense ministers also deliberated on ways to tackle breaches of NATO airspace after a spate of drone incursions reported in European skies last month.
"If there's anything we've learned under President Trump, it is the active application of peace through strength," Hegseth told reporters. "That's the focus of our efforts" in Ukraine, he said. "We're going to be strong to bring that about."
Hegseth pressed other NATO countries to put up more cash under a deal in which the Europeans fund American weapons sent to Ukraine, and to follow through on pledges to dramatically increase defense spending.
"Firepower. That's what is coming. We expect and it is coming from NATO," he added.
He said the "most effective deterrence" to Russia is a "capable, European-led NATO" and a "combat-credible Ukrainian military." The visit marked a shift from Hegseth's first trip to NATO this year, when he rattled European officials by declaring that Kyiv's goals were unrealistic and that the United States, Europe's most powerful ally, would look away from the continent.
After generally cordial relations with the Russian president, including a friendly summit in Alaska, Trump has expressed increasing frustration with Putin and Russia's bombardment of Ukraine. In recent weeks, with temperatures dropping across Ukraine, intensifying strikes on the energy system have caused temporary blackouts and water cutoffs as its forces grind forward in eastern Ukraine.
The Trump administration recently decided to provide Ukraine with U.S. intelligence for longer-range strikes on Russian energy infrastructure, according to two people familiar with the matter, who like others spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter.
Tomahawks have a reach of up to 1,550 miles, depending on the variant, compared with about 190 miles for ATACMS missiles, which the Biden administration supplied to Kyiv. That range could give Ukrainian forces more capability to hit targets deep inside Russia, including in Moscow.
Some European diplomats say the Trump administration's turnaround on Ukraine has been building for months, but they remain careful not to preempt a decision from a president who has flip-flopped on the conflict before.
Last month, after Trump embraced Kyiv's ambitions to retake all Russian-occupied territory, a White House official described his apparent ire toward Moscow as "a negotiating tactic" to pressure the Kremlin.
The U.S. ambassador to NATO, Matthew G. Whitaker, suggested the prospect of Tomahawks could help bring "the Russians to the table to negotiate a peace deal."
"President Trump, certainly, is the final word on this," Whitaker said ahead of Hegseth's visit. "The possibility of deep strikes could change Putin's calculation, as well, and would put a lot of things at risk, including significant energy infrastructure inside Russia."
If Trump gives a green light, Tomahawks could be delivered through the deal Trump recently made with the Europeans, in which they would pay to get U.S. weapons funneled to Ukraine, a senior NATO diplomat said. He said it was not clear which countries might foot the bill in this case.
NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte said Wednesday that European capitals have committed $2 billion for U.S. weapons for Kyiv so far and that "more than half of NATO countries have now signed up" for the arrangement.
He told reporters he was "very happy" about plans for Trump and Zelensky to meet this week, and that the two "are working closely together."

Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelensky attends a meeting with European leaders at the White House in August. (Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


Zelensky has long appealed for longer-range capabilities from his Western partners to strike across the Russian border.
The appeals for more hawkish support received the backing of allies such as the Baltic states and Britain, but they have also stirred concerns of escalation and embroiling NATO further in the war. Germany has shied away from promising its longer-range Taurus missiles to Ukraine.
Zelensky's team understands that there is serious U.S. resistance to handing over Tomahawks and that the Trump administration would supply them only if it sees a "total dead end" in talks with Moscow, said one of the people familiar with the matter.
Putin could still make overtures to avert such a decision, but Kyiv will try to make its case this week to get the missiles, the person said.
A senior NATO official said the impact of Tomahawks on the battlefield "would depend on how many and what you do with them, but in general, they would be a complement to the things that Ukraine is already using for long-range strikes," including with its attack drones.
At the White House on Friday, Zelensky also plans to request more air defenses to counter Russian attacks. He said he and Trump held two weekend phone calls and broached the possibility of Tomahawk deliveries.
Oleksandr Merezhko, chairman of the Ukrainian parliament's Foreign Affairs Committee, said the upcoming meeting between Zelensky and Trump could be a "pivotal moment," as the U.S. president "now has a window of opportunity and the time to seriously deal with the issue of Ukraine."
He said Putin would engage in negotiations "when there's serious pressure, if Ukraine gets such weapons like Tomahawks -- and not only Tomahawks -- with which we can destroy military objects deep into the territory of Russia."
Russian officials, meanwhile, have warned of dire consequences if Washington dispatches such weapons to Kyiv, including a direct conflict between Russia and NATO -- a threat that Moscow has issued during previous debates on U.S. arms deliveries.
"The supply of these missiles could end badly for everyone. First and foremost for Trump," former Russian president Dmitry Medvedev said Monday.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov then clarified in a briefing that Medvedev meant U.S. troops would be directly involved because "handling such complex missiles will, one way or another, require the participation of American specialists." On Tuesday, Peskov also said reports about the possible transfer of Tomahawks should be analyzed only after "the outcome of the Trump-Zelensky meeting."
Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko, a close ally of Putin, said deploying Tomahawks would escalate the conflict in Ukraine "to the brink of nuclear war."
"Donald Trump probably understands this better than anyone else, which is why he is in no hurry to hand over these deadly weapons and allow strikes deep inside Russia, as President Zelensky hopes," he said.
Stern reported from Kyiv. Anastasia Galouchka in Kyiv, John Hudson in Washington and Mary Ilyushina in Berlin contributed to this report.
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Politics
Judge orders Trump administration to pause shutdown layoffs
Unions have sued to block dismissals during the government shutdown.

President Donald Trump at the White House on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Meryl Kornfield, Hannah Natanson | 2025-10-15
A federal judge temporarily blocked the Trump administration's plans to lay off thousands of federal workers during the government shutdown, siding with unions, which have argued that the dismissals were illegal.
Senior U.S. District Judge Susan Illston said Wednesday that the administration must halt its layoffs, less than a week after eight agencies -- Commerce, Education, Energy, Environmental Protection Agency, Health and Human Services, Housing and Urban Development, Homeland Security and Treasury -- had issued reduction-in-force notices to more than 4,100 workers. About half of the firings at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention were later reversed, but administration officials and President Donald Trump have promised further cuts, blaming Democrats for not agreeing to pass legislation to fund the government.
The government has argued that agencies have broad authorities to reorganize workforces to conform to the president's priorities. But the unions for federal workers argued that the layoffs were improperly handled, politically motivated and based on a false premise that the shutdown allows the government not to continue its statutory requirements. They have also argued that the government's use of RIFs, an extensive process requiring promised severance payments, during the shutdown would break the Antideficiency Act, which forbids the government from obligating or expending any money not appropriated by Congress. Trump administration officials had privately cautioned against proceeding with the RIFs because of that law, The Washington Post previously reported.
In a court hearing on the unions' motion for a temporary restraining order, Illston, who was nominated to the bench by President Bill Clinton in 1995, said Wednesday that the administration has appeared not to follow the law when issuing the RIFs. She also raised concerns about the errors the government has made, initially giving inaccurate estimates of how many people were given RIF notices at some agencies. She ordered the government to provide details about their planned RIFs within two days.
"The evidence suggests that the Office of Management and Budget and the Office of Personnel Management have taken advantage of the lapse in government spending, in government functioning, to assume all bets are off, the laws don't apply to them anymore," she said.
An attorney for the Justice Department said a temporary restraining order was not warranted. The government has argued that there is no irreparable harm caused by the layoffs, and that the temporary retraining order would not stop dismissals that wouldn't take effect for two months anyway.
The White House referred The Post to OMB, which did not immediately respond to requests for comment about the decision.
Illston said that she would enjoin the administration from issuing RIF notices and implementing ongoing RIFs in any area of government that includes anyone represented by the unions, which includes most government agencies.
White House budget director Russell Vought told "The Charlie Kirk Show" on Wednesday that the administration planned to push ahead with layoffs, suggesting that the government may lay off more than 10,000 workers, though that was before the hearing. Administration officials have previously discussed firings of fewer than 16,000 people, The Post had reported.
"If there are policy opportunities to downsize the scope of the federal government, we want to use those opportunities. ... We're definitely talking thousands of people," Vought said. "We want to be very aggressive where we can be in shuttering the bureaucracy."
Federal workers reacted with joy -- and some more mixed feelings -- to news of the judge's ruling Wednesday afternoon. Several related to the judge's comments about the human toll that the layoffs have had on workers.
Miles Batson, executive vice president of a union for Environmental Protection Agency workers, said the decision supports his belief that using the government shutdown as a reason to fire employees is "blatantly illegal." He said the unions will continue their legal battle no matter what the administration does.
"As is the custom recently, decisions to inflict pain and fear on the federal workforce is the point," Batson said, adding that the firings endanger Americans who rely on government services. "As the judge said, 'the human cost cannot be tolerated.'"
Some of those who were already dismissed during the shutdown said they saw Illston's actions as a cause for tentative optimism: They might get their jobs back, after all.
"I definitely agree with that judge!" commented one staffer who lost her job at the Education Department, which was hit hard by shutdown firings. She spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of retaliation.
Still, at the Department of Housing and Urban Development, an employee said she was hesitant to celebrate the judge's action too much.
"I'm sure it'll be overturned almost instantly," she said, also speaking on the condition of anonymity for fear of retribution.
Many dismissals last week hit a range of offices that had provided services and other resources to the country's most vulnerable, including disabled schoolchildren, low-income families and homeless people, according to workers and documents. Workers at six agencies were told they were part of the RIFs; the EPA and Energy Department also told workers that they may receive RIF notices, OMB senior adviser Stephen Billy wrote in a court filing Tuesday.
Commerce, HHS, HUD and DHS recalled furloughed employees to work on the RIF process, Billy said.
RIFs generally require the government to provide employees at least 60 days' advance notice and take into account a worker's veteran status, length of service and whether that person can be reassigned.
The administration has urged Democrats to vote for the House's stopgap spending bill, warning that firings would continue through the shutdown. At the same time, the administration has continued funding what it deems political priorities -- military service members' pay and backfill for social safety net programs.
Senate Democrats have not moved on their continuing resolution votes since the shutdown began.
Trump told reporters Tuesday, "The Democrats are getting killed on the shutdown because we're closing up programs that are Democrat programs that we were opposed to."
"They're never going to come back in many cases," Trump said. "So we're being able to do things that we were unable to do before."
OMB also warned in a X post on Tuesday that it was "making every preparation to batten down the hatches and ride out the Democrats' intransigence. Pay the troops, pay law enforcement, continue the RIFs, and wait."
Maegan Vazquez contributed to this report.
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Opinions
Why racial redistricting might go the way of affirmative action
The Supreme Court seems poised to address the discrepancy between two rulings on racial preferences.

Outside the Supreme Court on Wednesday, as the justices hear arguments regarding Louisiana electoral districts. (Elizabeth Frantz/Reuters)


By Jason Willick | 2025-10-16
In 2023, the Supreme Court issued two opinions in the same month that were hard to square. One, joined by all the Republican-appointed justices, said race-based affirmative action was unconstitutional (Students for Fair Admissions v. Harvard). The other, joined by all the Democratic-appointed justices, approved of race-based redistricting to prop up Black voting strength (Allen v. Milligan).
How can racial preferences be unconstitutional in college admissions but mandatory when it comes to drawing political boundaries? Justice Sonia Sotomayor's dissent in the Harvard case observed that affirmative action is "just like" race-based redistricting. In both cases, a benefit is intentionally redistributed from one racial group to another.
On Wednesday, the conservative justices sounded poised to bring the two holdings closer into line by strengthening the Constitution's color blindness principle. Most Americans think of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 as protecting the right of minorities to vote. But a 1982 amendment and judicial decisions have stretched its purpose. Now the law can be invoked to force states to draw majority-minority congressional districts. The case before the court this week, Louisiana v. Callais, involved how many such districts Louisiana had to draw.
Progressive racial gerrymandering seems likely to go the way of progressive affirmative action for three reasons. First, the conservative justices like clear rules, and it's almost impossible to articulate one (either in college admissions or redistricting) for how much use of race is not too much and not too little, but just right. Janai Nelson, the lawyer arguing for compelled majority-minority districts, told the court that "the line between the appropriate use of race" and inappropriate use "is the dividing line between motivation and general awareness."
In other words, map makers must show a "general awareness" of race, but it can't "motivate" them. That sounds a lot like Harvard's claim that race was merely a "plus factor" in its admissions program rather than determinative. It's easier for the Supreme Court to decree racial preferences impermissible than to tinker with their exact scope.
The second problem for proponents of race-based congressional districts is the march of history since the civil rights legislation of the 1960s. Justice Sandra Day O'Connor famously suggested in 2003 that affirmative action in college admissions might legally survive only another 25 years (it got 20). Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh took up that line in Wednesday's argument. "Race-based remedies are permissible for a period of time -- sometimes for a long period of time, decades in some cases," he said, but added that "they should not be indefinite and should have a end point."
Nelson, the voting rights lawyer, argued that the banning of affirmative action didn't call into question the use of race to draw political lines. After all, a majority of the Supreme Court ruled against racial preferences in college admissions and in favor of race-based redistricting in the same 2023 term. "Both decisions were issued within three weeks of one another," she observed.
They were indeed. In fact, Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. wrote both opinions. But that might have been a reflection of his political calculation as much as a judgment on the legal merits. Better for the court to move incrementally against racial preferences than all at once -- especially when Democrats had political power and were putting the Supreme Court on blast. Today's court is under political pressure from a Republican-controlled executive branch.
Third, a majority of justices might discount apocalyptic rhetoric on the Voting Rights Act. In Shelby County v. Holder (2013), the Supreme Court ended the requirement that certain states obtain "preclearance" from the federal government before they change their voting rules. That prompted a huge Democratic uproar.
Yet the catastrophic effects did not materialize; a study published this year by researchers at the University of Rochester and MIT found that the post-Shelby County changes "do not appear to have translated into a degradation of minority voter participation or power."
A decision limiting the intentional creation of majority-minority districts could reduce the number of Black representatives in Congress. But even if that happened, the effect would be limited; a Trump administration lawyer noted at oral argument that only about one-quarter of Black representatives hail from majority-Black districts. Limiting the use of race in redistricting would also knock down the idea that political representatives "speak for" their race and could encourage more diverse voting coalitions.
The real impact of a conservative decision in the Louisiana case would be partisan more than racial. The requirement to carve out majority-minority districts prevents some deep-red states in the South from drawing maps as tilted toward the GOP as they might otherwise. But partisan gerrymandering is as old as the republic, and the Supreme Court said in 2019 that it's up to the political branches to deal with it.
Predictions of entrenched partisan majorities these days usually turn out to be wrong, often very quickly. Consider that 2020 and 2021 were the most progressive years in recent memory, as race-consciousness exploded across society; 2025 and 2026 might be the most right-wing, as race-conscious programs are dismantled. It's anyone's guess how the pendulum will swing five years from now.
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Opinions
'Dancing patients' aren't the biggest problem with drug ads    
Let's create a nutrition facts box for prescription medications.

(Washington Post Staff; iStock) 


By Steven Woloshin, Baruch Fischhoff | 2025-10-16
Steven Woloshin is a professor at the Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice and founder of the Lisa Schwartz Institute for Truth in Medicine. Baruch Fischhoff is a professor in the Department of Engineering and Public Policy at Carnegie Mellon University.
After years of passivity, the Food and Drug Administration announced in September that it is "no longer asleep at the wheel" -- yes, that's a real quote from the announcement -- on drug ads. In an extraordinary burst of regulatory activity, the agency issued dozens of warning letters to companies about ads "filled with dancing patients, glowing smiles and catchy jingles" implying that "a drug will instantly transform you into singing and dancing endlessly."
That's a good start. But misleading images are just the tip of the drug-promotion iceberg. The FDA needs to address the basic problem, too: Direct-to-consumer ads, as pharmaceutical ads aimed at the general public are known, almost always fail to communicate what consumers most need to know -- how well a drug actually works.
Imagine a medication to reduce heart-attack risk. Here, the relevant information is the chance of a heart attack occurring with or without the drug. Say the probability of heart attack in the next year is 1 percent for people taking the drug and 2 percent for those not taking it, all other things being equal. A 1 percentage point difference may be enough to convince some people to use the drug but not others.
That is a value judgment, and people need to understand the size of the benefit to make it. They also need to know about possible harms -- not via those long, rapid-fire lists at the end of TV ads that consumers ignore and comedians mock, but through clearly presented facts about the most important and common ones.
How serious are these downsides, and how often do they occur? Does the drug cause bothersome problems such as indigestion for a few patients or persistent diarrhea for 10 percent of them? What if it causes dangerous liver problems for 1 percent of patients?
This presents an enormous opportunity for the FDA to help. Unless consumers learn how big the risks and benefits are, a drug ad has simply not informed them. And the only way to know if an ad has succeeded is to show it to people and see what they take away from it. If the FDA is serious about improving drug ads, it should require those tests before ads can be released.
The test would be simple: Show the ad to consumers in the target audience and then ask them about the risks and benefits of using a medication. Such a test would also cost little. Drug companies already do market research. The FDA would be giving them clear targets to meet.
Improving drug ads by requiring them to present benefit and harm data can be a powerful tool for adding needed transparency to an inefficient market. It is hard for patients, and even doctors, to get trustworthy estimates of risks and benefits.
Years ago, one of us (Woloshin), helped to demonstrate a straightforward way to solve this problem: Create a "drug facts box" (you can find examples here) analogous to the familiar nutrition facts box. Instead of amounts of calories, fiber, fats and vitamins, drug facts boxes would show expected rates of beneficial health effects (e.g., fewer heart attacks) and harms (e.g., side effects such as severe headaches) with and without the drug.
The FDA already has all the information needed to fill drug facts boxes; this is the same evidence that companies provide when they apply for drug approval.
The FDA's warning letters on drug ads could mark the beginning of a new era in consumer protection. To earn patients' trust, the FDA will have to tell them how good the evidence is supporting drug claims. If the evidence is weak or circumstantial, patients need to know that, without having to read between the lines of glossy ads. And once they know, patients can be expected to apply pressure for better evidence, thereby helping the FDA do its job of providing Americans safe, effective drugs.
The detailed reviews of FDA's dedicated staff routinely extract this vital information from the raw data from clinical trials. What's needed is an effective way to share it with the patients and physicians who need it. We urge the FDA to maintain the momentum of its warning letters and ensure that Americans get the information that they need to make wise health decisions for themselves and their loved ones.
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Opinions
I resigned from the military because of Trump
I could not swear to follow a commander in chief who seems so willing to disregard the Constitution.

U.S. Marines (in khaki uniforms) and Army (light gray) soldiers take reenlistment oaths in Baghdad on July 4, 2008. (Ali Al-Saadi/AFP via Getty Images)


By Doug Krugman | 2025-10-16
Doug Krugman served for 24 years in the United States Marine Corps.
On Sept. 30, at an unprecedented gathering of senior military leadership, President Donald Trump said, "If you don't like what I'm saying, you can leave the room -- of course, there goes your rank, there goes your future." I wasn't invited to be in the room that day, and I had decided months earlier that I had to leave. By coincidence, Sept. 30 was my last day as a colonel in the United States Marine Corps. I gave up my career out of concern for our country's future.
United States military officers take an oath to defend the Constitution without mental reservation or purpose of evasion. I swore or repeated that oath under five presidents, starting with former president Bill Clinton. I risked my life for it, serving as an infantry officer in two wars. I watched Marines die for it.
No commander in chief is perfect. President Clinton's moral failures are well known. President George W. Bush's invasion of Iraq might be one of the worst errors in U.S. history. All recent presidents share responsibility for our failure in Afghanistan. I continued to serve despite all that because I believed the Constitution brought the country more success than failure, and I believed our presidents took their oaths to it seriously.
With President Trump, I no longer believe that. During his first term, his actions became increasingly difficult for me to justify, culminating with the Jan. 6 attack on Congress as it tried to execute its duties. I hoped he had learned from those errors, but it only took a few days of his second term for me to realize he had not. I could not swear without reservation to follow a commander in chief who seemed so willing to disregard the Constitution.
My departure was not about policy disagreements, which exist in every administration. President Trump won in 2024 and has the right to implement his policies within the law.
My first reservations were about promises and actions that I thought were morally wrong even if they were possibly legal. The Constitution gives the president the power to pardon, but pardoning roughly 1,600 of those who tried to violently overthrow the results of an election didn't help defend the Constitution. Likewise, I didn't see it as moral to deny refuge to Afghans who risked their lives to support us, which he did on Jan. 22. Ignoring reality to take advantage of vague laws to assume emergency powers is also immoral. For those who believe in honoring their word, breaking promises our country has made -- including some trade agreements President Trump made himself -- is not moral. These are not the kinds of actions that I'm willing to risk my life to defend.
Worse than immorality, however, has been President Trump's willingness to disregard the law and Constitution to achieve his goals. When asked in May about the Fifth Amendment requirements for due process and if he needed to uphold the Constitution as president, the first words out of his mouth were "I don't know."
This month, National Guard officers received orders from the defense secretary that their governors opposed. A federal judge intervened, citing the lack of apparent emergency and the 10th Amendment. Those commanders and units were stuck between competing orders with no clear answer. When the president's orders push or cross legal limits and put commanders in these situations, cohesion within our military is at risk.
President Trump's description of Portland as a "war zone" is as fantastical as his belief that the June protests in a few blocks of Los Angeles would somehow "obliterate" the massive city of nearly 4 million. In both cases, his words had little connection to reality. Every dubious basis he gives for an order creates more room for doubt, more room for reservations and more threats to our unity.
The president said to military leadership on Sept. 30 of fighting domestic enemies: "And this is going to be a major part for some of the people in this room. That's a war too. It's a war from within." It wasn't clear if he was referring to actual crime or to political criticism of him. In either case, military force is not the answer.
Some of his voters likely dismiss President Trump's seeming disregard for the Constitution -- such as him saying that criticizing the president should be illegal, despite the First Amendment -- as him exaggerating. Others apparently don't care, believing that achieving their ends justifies any means. This president acts as though one election makes 236 years of constitutional order irrelevant. Instead of trying to work within the Constitution, or to amend it, President Trump is testing how far he can ignore it. If voters and legislators cannot close the gaps in our laws to clarify the limits to presidential power, those who serve our government will continue to struggle. The next president -- of either party -- may continue us down this path toward collapse.
I do not claim to speak for any other person or institution. I respect those who still serve, many of whom have service contracts and can't simply retire like I did. But if they have doubts about their orders, they are not alone. They should be confident in questioning possibly immoral or illegal orders, remembering they are responsible for their own actions, and knowing others are asking the same questions.
I voluntarily gave up my rank as the president suggested, but the future of our country is more important than any individual's career, wealth or power. I have no regrets about my decision. I have given up the service I loved for the freedom to do the right thing, the freedom to speak my mind and the freedom to speak in defense of our country.
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Opinions
LeBron James is defined by his hometown. Now he's reshaping it.
He says he's just a kid from Akron, Ohio. But he's not just any kid.

(Anthony Gerace/For The Washington Post)


By Kevin Merida | 2025-10-16
Kevin Merida is the former executive editor of the Los Angeles Times, a former senior vice president of ESPN and a former managing editor of The Post.
AKRON, Ohio -- We're all from somewhere, a city, a neighborhood, a block we claim with pride. Places that cheer us when we rise and catch us when we fall. If we're lucky, there is always a home to come back to, or at least one we can remember and salute for what it gave us.
I grew up in Prince George's County, Maryland, in the same Seat Pleasant-Capitol Heights community that boasts perennial NBA all-star Kevin Durant. Though I live in Los Angeles now, I'll always rep P.G. County, and never forget the Murphys and Froes, the Allens and Cabbagestalks, families who were part of the fabric of my upbringing. I'll never forget the many hours I spent at Peppermill Rec Center shooting hoops and the go-go bands that produced the soundtrack of my youth.
LeBron James is unmistakably from Akron. It's where he first found joy and solace in basketball, discovering that the court could be his escape from a sometimes difficult childhood. LeBron also lives in L.A. now, but his cares, his philanthropy and his heart are rooted in Akron. His mom is still there, as are many of his friends and mentors. Some of them are employed by LeBron, who has catapulted their destinies beyond their dreams. He shouts out his hometown like a brand ambassador, turning the phrase "I'm just a kid from Akron" into a recurring anthem.
Akron is known across the world for three things, says local historian Dave Lieberth: "The racing tires made by Firestone and Goodyear, the hand sanitizer Purell, and LeBron James."
The University of Akron has the LeBron James Family Foundation School of Education. Right in the heart of downtown is King James Way. And artist Chardae Slater, when she realized there was no public art honoring LeBron in his hometown, created a LeBron "Space Jam" mural, a nod to his starring role in the 2021 film sequel. I don't know of any other NBA athlete who has his own museum -- but LeBron has one, a kind of tourist attraction for kids and even curious NBA players. The museum features everything from LeBron's baggy white 2003 Draft Day suit to a furnished replica of the Spring Hill apartment where he grew up.
LeBron, who missed 100 days of fourth grade while his mom struggled to provide a stable home life as a single parent, who was encouraged by mentors who wouldn't let him fail, who didn't go to college but became a billionaire through success beyond the basketball court, is not just defined by his hometown -- he is a focal point of how his hometown is defined.
And his bold goal has been to create a future of unlimited possibility for Akron's neediest children, to help speed the transformation of the place that shaped him.

(Illustration by Anthony Gerace/For The Washington Post; John McCoy; Getty)


LeBron played 11 seasons for the Cleveland Cavaliers, half of his career so far. Situated just 40 miles north on Lake Erie, Cleveland looms over Akron like a towering big brother, taking up real estate in the public consciousness and certainly in the sports mind. Cleveland loved LeBron for seven years after the Cavs drafted him No. 1 in 2003. But when he left as a free agent to join the Miami Heat in 2010, Cleveland lost its mind. Fans gave their superstar the middle finger, and they burned his jersey in the streets. It was a pivotal moment for LeBron, and for Akron. Stephanie Myers Bussan, director of community partnerships for LeBron's foundation, calls it "the year of true colors."
There was so much anger directed at LeBron that even those who were working at his foundation, then based in Cleveland, needed police protection to get safely to their cars. Nearly all of LeBron's corporate partners abandoned his philanthropic efforts. Bussan calls them "fair weather friends" who weren't welcomed back after LeBron returned to Cleveland in 2014 and led the Cavs to the team's first NBA championship two years later.
Shortly after "The Decision" -- LeBron's much-maligned televised announcement that he was departing for Miami -- another critical decision was made: The LeBron James Family Foundation and LRMR Ventures, his family office and investment firm, relocated to an office park strategically close to the superstar's Akron-area home. The fallout he was experiencing, and the move to a new city outside of northeast Ohio for the first time in his life, led to a period of self-reflection.
LeBron determined that "he wanted to make a bigger impact back home with something deeper, more strategic, more engaging, and more hands-on for the kids in his hometown looking up to him," said Michele Campbell, chief operating officer of LRMR Ventures and executive director of the foundation.
Athletes don't get enough credit for what they do away from courts and fields. We crush them for what they don't do. And get mad at them when they try to do too much. Many give back to their communities without notice, and without even seeking notice. They typically focus their philanthropy on youth, sports and education: convening camps, handing out scholarships, refurbishing basketball courts and fields, starting schools or after-school programs. But creating structural, generational change in communities? That's hard, complex work, and rarely undertaken. It requires a sustained effort and enduring faith amid setbacks, doubts and criticism.
This is what LeBron decided to attempt -- and is still at it -- in Akron.
Akron is like a lot of undervalued Rust Belt cities that get caricatured in the political debates about what kind of country we're becoming -- one of escalating divisions, sickening violence, misunderstandings and distrust. But we are also a country of hidden excellence and underrated resilience.
Lieberth calls Akron the biggest small town in America, a city of roughly 190,000 people that is celebrating its bicentennial this year. Akron can get lost in its own magnificent history, amid the urban problems faced by midsize cities of its kind: population loss, income inequality, gun violence, opioid addiction and all the rest. Even in Akron, someone had the audacity to deface LeBron's "Space Jam" mural back in 2021, spray-painting a red clown nose on his face with the words "LA Flop." But the mural got fixed and it remains on a wall sandwiched between a liquor store and a thrift shop, a visible marker of Akron's spirit and durability.
Akron is decades removed from its industrial heyday. It was once the "Rubber Capital of the World." It was also where abolitionist John Brown lived from 1844 to 1854 and deepened his antislavery activities -- you can drive by the house he rented -- and where Sojourner Truth gave her "Ain't I a Woman?" speech. After all this time, the city has stayed true to its pedigree of grit and risk-taking, reinventing itself as a hub for polymer science and research, and receiving national recognition for civic engagement and innovation.
The message from LeBron, says Campbell, has always been: "Try things that are scary and take risks."
LeBron's I Promise School, a partnership with Akron Public Schools, has taken on the kids many have written off. They are often called "at-risk" youth, those who do poorly on standardized tests and are educationally behind their grade levels. Many struggle with learning disabilities, poverty and other challenges to contend. The school serves 463 kids in third through eighth grade. It's a school that washes clothes, has a food pantry and a pro bono legal office to help families with landlord, custody and citizenship issues.
I Promise, however, has struggled to meet state standards for academic achievement, even with resources many other schools don't have. A recently released state report card that grades school districts and individual schools, using a star system of 1 to 5, gave I Promise an overall rating of 2.5 stars, below the 3 stars needed to meet state expectations. The bad news is that students continue to perform poorly on state tests (1 star). The good news is that students are exceeding targets for improvement (4 stars).
LeBron has emphasized to his Akron team that this is a marathon, not a sprint, and not to be deterred. They reflect his confidence. "We took on the bottom 25 percentile by design," one team member noted.
Education is essential, but it's only one piece of the success puzzle. LeBron's foundation, in collaboration with public and private partners, has tried to close the gaps that often impede progress and limit ambitions. I Promise Village has 20 units of transitional housing for struggling families; I Promise Housing has longer-term affordable apartment options. I Promise Health Quarters is a full-service medical center. And then there's House Three Thirty, an innovative community and event space that has a cabaret-style entertainment venue, an ice cream and popcorn shop, a private dining room, and even trap doors that lead to the "Secret Pizza" parlor and the "Secret Coffee" room. There are low-key rooms to sip tequila and drink wine, a retail store that sells exclusive LeBron merchandise, that LeBron museum and an upcoming restaurant and sports bar. Once a week, they clear the "living room" for a community "Taco Tuesday."
LeBron World can take some time to absorb. Those who work for his enterprise all go by nicknames: PB, Little Miss, Goat, Biscuit, Uncle Nick, Nemo, Roadrunner, Brutus, Boss. They wear "We Are Family" t-shirts. At the foundation, they start every morning with a kind of meditative "Be Best" session, during which each team member shares how they can be their best self.
Ciara DeBruce, known by her nickname "CiCi," gives an excellent House Three Thirty tour. But before she started working for Team LeBron, she struggled to believe. She enrolled her daughter in the first I Promise third-grade class, when I Promise was still a program and not yet a full-fledged school. I Promise wouldn't take her son too, so she made the difficult decision to split them up and trust a new educational environment for her daughter, a program whose biggest public claim was its association with LeBron James. "I really had those guards up really, really high," DeBruce says.
It took a while for the guards to come down. She was still grappling with traumatic issues of her own. A daughter drowned at a church picnic. Two men who were the fathers to her children were serving time in a federal penitentiary. All of the hype about the school and how LeBron was trying to transform Akron was unconvincing. "I was one of the harder shells to crack," she said. "I needed it to be more than LeBron James."
Even after she started working for Team LeBron, the culture sometimes seemed too obsessive. "I was waiting for them to stop hugging me," DeBruce joked.
Gradually, she began to soften as she became part of the family. A couple of years ago, she led LeBron and some of his Lakers teammates on a special tour of House 330. It felt like an honor. Her confidence grew, and her outlook expanded. "I'm really proud of who I am today," she said. "Beautiful ideas circulating in my head."
The NBA regular season starts Oct. 21, though LeBron will miss the opener as he deals with sciatica. When he is ready, a league record 23rd term awaits him. But in Akron, all those people with nicknames will continue the long-term mission of improving counted-out lives and expanding possibilities in the place where LeBron grew up. Turns out, said CiCi DeBruce, this whole thing really is much bigger than LeBron James.
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Opinions
Putin bluffed Biden. It won't work on Trump.
The only way to bring to peace to Ukraine is to increase the cost of war to Russia. 

The USS Porter fires a Tomahawk land attack missile on April 7, 2017, in the Mediterranean Sea. (U.S. Navy/Photographer: U.S. Navy/Getty Im)


By Marc Thiessen | 2025-10-16
President Donald Trump struck a Middle East deal by following a simple strategy: Do the opposite of what Joe Biden did. The same approach will help him bring peace to Ukraine.
How did Trump succeed where Biden failed at ending the war between Israel and Hamas? He replaced Biden's failed strategy of "withhold, restrain and appease" with a one of "arm, unleash and obliterate."
Biden repeatedly withheld or delayed the transfer of critical weapons to Israel in an effort to restrain Israeli military operations against Hamas. He stopped delivery of 2,000-pound bombs that Congress approved, and withheld or slow-rolled other weapons -- including 500-pound bombs, Joint Direct Attack Munition kits that transform those bombs into guided munitions, as well Hellfire missiles, tank and mortar shells. He pressured Israel not to carry out its successful offensive in Rafah -- the very operation that allowed the Israel Defense Forces to find and kill Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar. And he sought to appease Iran, beckoning it to rejoin the Obama administration's nuclear deal, easing enforcement of oil sanctions and allowing Tehran to more than double its cash reserves, which had been depleted under Trump. Biden's weakness helped drag out the war.
Upon retaking office, Trump reversed course decisively. He lifted Biden's restrictions on weapons transfers to Israel and sent Israel those 2,000-pound bombs, as well as other weapons. He gave Israel a green light to carry out new military operations against Hamas. And he launched Operation Midnight Hammer, which obliterated the Iranian nuclear program and left Hamas's patron weaker than at any time since the 1979 revolution.
Together, these actions laid the groundwork for his success in convincing Israel and the Arab world to embrace his 20-point plan to end the war with Hamas. Trump did not persuade Hamas to accept his peace plan. He used a combination of military, financial and diplomatic pressure to corner Hamas, leaving it with no choice but to release the hostages and agree to disarm.
That is precisely the road map Trump should follow to force Russian President Vladimir Putin to end his war on Ukraine.
As with Hamas, Putin has no intention of voluntarily giving up his campaign against Ukraine, so Trump will have to force him to the negotiating table by imposing unsustainable military and financial costs on Russia. The best way to do that? Just as Trump gave Israel the weapons Biden withheld, Trump should sell Ukraine Tomahawk cruise missiles that will allow Kyiv to strike deep into Russia -- reaching previously impervious military targets with payloads far greater than Ukrainian drones can carry.
Putin claims giving Ukraine cruise missiles would be a "new stage of escalation." That's absurd. Putin has fired more 2,400 cruise missiles into Ukraine since his 2022 invasion, using them to target schools, children's hospitals, residential neighborhoods, apartment complexes and shopping malls. Giving Ukraine the ability to respond with Tomahawks would not be escalation. It would be a proportional response to Putin's escalation.
And unlike Putin, Ukraine would use the missiles against military and industrial targets, not civilians. With Tomahawks, Ukraine could take out the massive Alabuga drone factory in Tatarstan, which is pumping out thousands of Iranian-designed devices to attack Ukraine. Tomahawks could also be used against Russian air bases from which Putin delivers the cruise missiles and glide bombs that are devastating Ukrainian cities. They could finally take out the Kerch-Strait bridge connecting Crimea with Russia, making it much harder for Russia to resupply its forces there. And, importantly, Tomahawks could be used to destroy Russia's oil and natural gas production facilities, which would obviate the need for secondary tariffs and sanctions on China to crush Russia's energy exports.
The missiles would be a game changer that could inflict economic and military devastation on Russia and give Putin no choice but to sue for peace.
Putin understands this, which is why he is again playing the escalation card he used so successfully with Biden. For three years, Putin's saber-rattling caused Biden to slow weapons transfers to Ukraine. At the start of the war, he blocked Poland from sending it even antiquated Soviet MiG-29 jets, then failed to deliver F-16 fighter jets until July 2024. He waited more than seven months to give Ukraine its first Patriot air-defense system, refused Ukraine's request for Abrams tanks until September 2023, and refused until October 2024 to let them use longer-range Army Tactical Missile System (ATACMS) missiles. Each time Biden finally, begrudgingly, gave Ukraine the weapons it asked for, Putin's threatened escalation did not materialize. If Biden had just given Ukraine these weapons in early 2022, when Russia was on its heels after failing to take Kyiv, Ukraine may have won the war long ago.
Now Putin is trying the same strategy on Trump. Unlike Biden, Trump won't likely fall for his ploy. You don't beat Trump in a game of escalation dominance.
In the Middle East, Trump brokered peace by reversing Biden's feckless policies and imposing devastating costs in Iran and its terrorist proxy Hamas. He can do the same in Ukraine with one simple step: Send the Tomahawks to Ukraine.
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The Post's View
Finally, Japan is standing up for itself
Japan is spending more on defense. Trump's pressure helped.

An Osprey aircraft takes off during a Japan-U.S. military exercise outside Tokyo. (Eugene Hoshiko/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2025-10-16
Japan is known for its predictable governance, which makes recent drama over who becomes the next prime minister unusual. Yet the good news is that messy politics won't stop the wealthy island from doing more to defend itself.
The most likely next prime minister is Sanae Takaichi of the Liberal Democratic Party, which put her in position to become Japan's first female leader. Yet complicated legislative math has created an opening for an alternative from Japan's divided opposition. No one knows who will be there to welcome President Donald Trump on a planned visit to Japan later this month.
The American should be pleased regardless of who gets the top job. For decades, Japan's U.S.-imposed constitution has limited its military capabilities, and the country spent meager amounts on defense. Yet Japan has undergone a quiet revolution. The country is dramatically increasing defense spending and having a robust debate about whether to amend the "pacifist clause" of its constitution. Most of the country's political parties, following public opinion, broadly support the shift from meek self-defense to more active deterrence.
Trump had repeatedly criticized the decades-old U.S.-Japan security treaty as "one-sided." He can take some credit for Japan's decision in December 2022 to double its defense spending to 2 percent of its gross domestic product by 2027. Currently the number stands at 1.8 percent of GDP -- higher than at any point since the 1960s.
Japan still could do more given the dangers posed by China's military assertiveness in the Pacific. The second Trump administration has asked Tokyo to raise spending to 3.5 percent of GDP, matching NATO's commitment to core defense spending. Japan is looking to acquire more long-range precision missiles, develop counterstrike capabilities and deploy more drones and tracking satellites. The country's elites, perhaps looking to nearby South Korea, also hope to expand the domestic arms industry and become a major exporter.
Russia's invasion of Ukraine, as well as China incursions into the waters near the Japanese-administered Senkaku islands, have been a wakeup call. The main political disagreement is not over new military spending, but how to pay for it. The LDP proposes a combination of tax increases and bond issues. The opposition Democratic Party for the People prefers not to raise taxes but reallocate funds from domestic programs.
China recently warned Japan against purchasing weapons "which far exceeds what is required for its exclusively defense-oriented policy." North Korea has accused Japan of "military recklessness." The whining from these adversaries underscores why it's so essential for Japan to bulk up. The U.S.-Japan security alliance has been the linchpin of regional stability for decades, and Americans have reason to be optimistic that yet another ally has stepped up.
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The Post's View
The military's big gamble on small nuclear reactors
The U.S. Army's plan to deploy microreactors could be crucial after attacks on the electric grid.

A nuclear power plant in Waynesboro, Georgia. (Mike Stewart/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2025-10-15
The military is planning to go big on nuclear energy -- by going small. The only problem with this excellent idea is that it can't come fast enough.
The U.S. Army announced this week that it is launching a program to power domestic military bases with small nuclear reactors - three years from now. No "microreactor" currently operates in the United States, but it's a worthy gamble that could provide benefits far beyond its military applications.
The idea of building small-scale reactors has long been technologically feasible; nuclear submarines have existed for decades. But reactors are expensive to develop and must overcome complicated regulatory hurdles, leading developers to opt for bigger projects with greater payoffs.
Yet microreactors bring significant advantages if built at scale. Although they produce a fraction of what full-size power plants generate, a nuclear reactor that fits on the back of a flatbed truck could be transported wherever it's needed most. And that small package could still fuel a small town or military base without needing to refuel regularly. They would be ideal following natural disasters or energy shocks.
The military's plans are ambitious. The program, known as Janus, would be funded by the Defense Innovation Unit and rely on commercial partners to develop the reactors. The Energy Department would oversee safety. Hitting even the three-year goal would take a level of agility that nuclear regulators have not been known for.
Janus is also destined to run into the same problem that is dragging down the commercial nuclear industry's grander ambitions: obtaining the nuclear fuel needed to power it. The United States was once the world's leading producer of uranium, but it has since ceded that ground to its adversaries. For years, it has relied on Russia to supply the heavy metal. Now, the government is racing to find alternative sources and to rebuild its enrichment capacity. This requires overcoming hostile resistance from environmentalists.
Despite the challenges, the Pentagon deserves credit for its ambition. Ensuring the military has the power it needs would also help America project another kind of power.
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Letters to the Editor
Economists were not 'wrong' on tariffs
Readers respond to recent Post articles and commentary.

(Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-10-16
Though a few economists carelessly exaggerated the likely ill effects of President Donald Trump's tariffs, economists' overwhelming consensus was not that "inflation would surge. Supply chains would crash. And the economy would be plunged into a deep recession while the stock market tanked," as Matthew Lynn noted in his Oct. 10 online op-ed, "Economists were wrong about tariffs. They need to figure out why."
Because trade is a relatively small part of the U.S. economy, the tariffs were never destined to wreak damage on such a scale.
But this doesn't mean economists have been wrong about tariffs. Tariffs will neither spark a boom in manufacturing employment nor increase total employment or raise wages. Tariffs should not be used to reduce trade deficits, both because tariffs are a poor tool to achieve this outcome and because this outcome isn't necessarily desirable.
And because tariffs divert resources from more to less productive uses, they reduce the rate of economic growth. Much smaller tariffs had this effect during Trump's first term, and there's every reason to expect a larger negative effect in his second term.
Reasonable estimates of a tariff-induced slowing of economic growth range from 0.4 percent to 1 percent annually. So let's take an estimate on the smaller side and say that, on average, tariffs will reduce annual U.S. economic growth from roughly 2.5 percent to 2 percent. In 2035, each American man, woman and child would, on average, have approximately $5,000 less in income than if the tariffs weren't in place. Although not cataclysmic, this economic loss is substantial -- and nothing in the data so far shows that economists are wrong to predict that.
Donald J. Boudreaux, Fairfax
The writer is an economics professor at George Mason University.
George F. Will warned in his Oct. 9 op-ed, "What if a Russian victory in Ukraine were only the beginning?," that the Russians are expanding their military sights to the West. But a reality check is important.
The Russian army has been depleted and exhausted in Ukraine. It does not have the capacity to attack the West, other than with nuclear weapons, but using those would be suicidal. Indeed, Russia's military cupboard is so bare that if it wanted to expand its reach, it would have to mobilize the equivalent of its Boy Scouts. Despite paranoia about Russian President Vladimir Putin, I don't think he intends to expand the war. He will probably rely instead on "active measures" such as cyberattacks, cutting underwater cables, drone and MiG-31 intrusions into NATO air and sea space, and influence operations to disrupt and divide the alliance.
NATO has overwhelming military superiority in conventional forces. The U.S. military alone could eviscerate Russia's forces in Ukraine. And though drone warfare has changed military operations, the United States and NATO maintain a level of air and missile dominance that  Russia cannot match.
The question that should concern us is: What happens to Russia when the Ukraine war ends? The country is facing huge problems that bring to mind what occurred in 1917 and 1989 after the Soviet Union withdrew, respectively, from World War I and Afghanistan. These issues are far more pressing than an imagined Russian assault on the Baltic states or anywhere else in Europe, considering its military.
Harlan Ullman, Washington
The writer is chairman of the Killowen Group and a senior adviser at the Atlantic Council.
Regarding the Oct. 13 editorial "The reading wars are ending. Phonics won.":
The so-called reading wars are never-ending. At best, only the most recent round or battle has ended in part, and in some but not all states.
The reading war between teaching through phonics and by emphasizing that kids guess the meaning of words based on their context, also known as cueing, has gone on for more than 150 years. Since the 20th century, it has been a battle among curriculum textbook publishers competing for sales.
In fact, no one learns to read through either method at first. Children, in particular, integrate in their individual ways through "reading" pictures, hearing sounds, repeating sounds. Phonics instruction has an edge, but neither method functions in isolation from the other. The same goes for using pictures and sounds as teaching tools.
Students commonly have difficulties in making the transition from understanding sounds to whole words to meanings. Those difficulties are compounded by schoolchildren shifting teaching methods at key stages. This can be seen through the National Assessment of Educational Progress scores, which show a years-long slide in reading proficiency.
Harvey J. Graff, Chicago
The writer, a professor emeritus of English and history at Ohio State University, is author of "Searching for Literacy: The Social and Intellectual Origins of Literacy Studies."
In my decades of teaching seventh and eighth graders who struggle to read, I didn't spend more than 10 minutes emphasizing phonics.
Instead, my students and I devoted our time to finding good reading experiences. Reading the newspaper provided an entry to provoke students' desires to find a good book. I also devoted one class period a week to reading to students from a rousing book.
In the beginning of one year, when I asked seventh-graders who had been plagued by years of learning phonics to finish this sentence: "I'd rather read than ..." my student Bill wrote, "die."
After spring break, I received a note from Bill's mom: "You aren't going to believe this but as we were leaving on vacation, Bill insisted on going back into the house to get a book. He said he wanted it 'just in case.' " His mom said it was a miracle. On a standardized achievement test at the end of that year, all but one of my former struggling readers scored on grade level.
When he was a senior in high school, Bill stopped by for a visit -- just to make sure I was "still reading those good books to kids."
Susan Ohanian, Charlotte, Vermont
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Opinions
Cartoon by Drew Sheneman
Drew Sheneman cartoon on Israel-Hamas ceasefire deal.

(Drew Sheneman/Tribune Content Agency)


By Drew Sheneman | 2025-10-15

(Drew Sheneman/Tribune Content Agency)
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Opinions
America's self-loathing is a losing hand
U.S. competition with China demands strength and clarity -- not exhaustion and doubt.

A woman works in an electronics factory in Chongqing, in southwest China on September 13, 2025. (AFP/Getty Images) 


By David Feith | 2025-10-15
David Feith is a senior fellow at the Hudson Institute. This article is adapted from an essay for the Ronald Reagan Institute.
Around 10 years ago, the United States began a historic shift in its grand strategy toward China, abandoning the belief that engaging Beijing would liberalize its regime and integrate it into a U.S.-led world order. It was a fragile but significant turn, the result of an accumulation of concerns that ideally would usher in a more effective U.S. strategy.
And it did -- in many ways, even more dramatically than expected. President Donald Trump forced a rethinking of China policy as no conventional leader could. Then came the Biden administration, which repudiated many Trump policies but kept his approach to China largely intact. This prompted a thousand headlines about Washington's new hawkish bipartisan consensus on China and the likely dawn of a New Cold War.
And yet nine months into the second Trump term, Washington is not adopting a Cold War posture toward Beijing. The second Trump administration has taken a soft line on issues from TikTok to semiconductor export controls to Taiwan, with little pushback from Congress or the public.
The great American rethink on China hasn't been as great as many of us thought -- or hoped -- would be. The last decade has seen no "Sputnik moment" of national awakening and mobilization. The reasons are varied. Three decades of integration weren't going to be undone quickly. China presents complex problems that are not easy to solve and political leaders are prone to distraction and division. But there are even deeper challenges. After decades of foreign policy missteps, failed wars, deindustrialization and the covid debacle, public trust has eroded. Americans today doubt America's strength, competence and virtue. Isolationism finds adherents on both left and right. So, increasingly, does a harder-edged self-loathing that sees America as the world's villain and harshly opposes the projection of American power.
The great American rethink on China, in other words, has unfolded alongside a great American rethink on America. The latter weighs on the former, weakening our ability to unite around causes, define objectives, make hard choices, commit resources and sustain efforts. The original Cold War began in the triumph, strength and confidence of the post-WWII era. The new Cold War is being born in a time of doubt, strain and retrenchment. This imposes real constraints.
It is only prudent to assume that the current mood won't go away soon. While Americans have shaken off malaise before -- and Trump's June strike on Iran's nuclear program defied expectations of isolationist limits -- today's doubts run deep. Hoping for a unifying "Sputnik moment" is unrealistic (even as we hope to avoid a "Pearl Harbor moment" that would spur national mobilization only at dreadful cost). Our task, therefore, is to build a sustainable strategy for great-power competition that works amid doubt and division.
For starters, U.S. leaders should focus on modest goals tied to domestic renewal, goals like preserving U.S. sovereignty, deterring China from risking war over Taiwan and preventing Chinese dominance in strategic sectors. Competition with China should be framed as defending American interests rather than seeking to transform China into a friendly power.
Policymakers should be explicit about the bigger task at hand. Just as the Pentagon names China as its "pacing threat," other agencies should adopt a similar north star. Trade and rulemaking should account for China-related concerns. And to the extent possible, these policies should have specific, measurable targets. For example: reducing active pharmaceutical ingredient dependence on China  from more than 85 percent to 50 percent by 2030; cutting critical mineral import dependence on China from 80 percent to 50 percent by 2030; and securing a 30 percent share of leading-edge chip manufacturing by 2030.
Technology helped America win the Cold War and will be central again. America started the original Cold War as the world's leading techno-industrial power and maintained that lead throughout that period. Today, China already outpaces the U.S. in key strategic and commercial domains, especially energy -- in no small part because U.S. regulatory barriers hinder the development of new energy supplies and slow industrial momentum. Policymakers need to identify strategic technological sectors where we have an advantage we need to preserve, where we are behind and need to catch up, and ultimately how to out-scale China in partnership with our allies.
We also have to be clear-eyed about the risk of war. Failure to deter is more expensive than preparedness. Today we spend some 3 percent of GDP on defense -- far below the Cold War average. Leaders must make a persuasive case for stronger investment in hard power.
Finally, amid this broad crisis of belief, we need to cultivate faith in America's capacity to do big things. Some patriotic innovators and investors are starting to build companies explicitly in the national interest, in fields like weaponry, energy and advanced manufacturing. We need similar initiatives to take hold in finance, media and academia.
Civic education will be more important than ever. As President Ronald Reagan warned: "Freedom is a fragile thing and it's never more than one generation away from extinction. It is not ours by way of inheritance; it must be fought for and defended constantly by each generation, for it comes only once to a people."
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: An autumn chill into Friday before slow warming into the weekend
Sunday night brings the next chance of rain.

(Ian Will)


By David Streit, Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow | 2025-10-16
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Plenty of sun warms most spots into the low to mid-60s this afternoon with a gusty breeze at times.
What's next? Lots of sun and calming winds as a warming trend takes hold Friday and Saturday. Clouds increase Sunday with showers likely by evening.
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D.C.
D.C. landlord to pay $700,000 in rent-control lawsuit settlement
Petra Management Group was accused of renting only to tenants with housing vouchers, who are more lucrative for rent-controlled buildings. Petra denied wrongdoing.

The Madison apartment building on 13th Street NW is one of three where the D.C. attorney general's office alleged Petra Management Group engaged in discrimination against renters without housing vouchers. (Michael A. McCoy/For The Washington Post)


By Jenny Gathright | 2025-10-16
A large D.C. landlord that was accused of illegally dodging rent-control laws has agreed to pay $700,000 and alter some of its policies as part of a settlement with the city, the D.C. attorney general's office announced Thursday.
The office of Attorney General Brian Schwalb (D) sued Petra Management Group this year, accusing it of carrying out a scheme to boost its profits through government-funded housing subsidies. The suit alleged that Petra leased rent-controlled apartments in three buildings solely to people in D.C.'s housing voucher program, which reimburses landlords at higher rates than the maximum rents under the city's rent-control law.
Petra allegedly advertised its apartments exclusively at the higher subsidized rates, rather than the lower rent-controlled rates, according to the attorney general's office -- a move that would have deterred lower- and moderate-income residents who do not qualify for housing subsidies but still struggle to find housing they can afford.
Petra has denied the allegations and did not admit wrongdoing as part of the settlement.
Under the agreement, the company said it would start publicly advertising all of its available rent-controlled apartments at their rent-controlled rates. (Under D.C. law, buildings constructed before 1976 are subject to rent control, with some exceptions.) Petra also agreed to train its staff on fair-housing laws and submit to three years of monitoring by the attorney general's office.
"Petra illegally exploited the District's housing voucher program for profit -- taking advantage of DC taxpayers as well as tenants without vouchers in need of affordable housing, including seniors and people with disabilities on fixed incomes," Beth Mellen, assistant deputy attorney general, said in a news release Thursday. "Today's settlement both holds Petra accountable and ensures that more Washingtonians can access affordable housing."
The company argues it was unfairly punished for helping the D.C. government provide housing to low-income and homeless residents.
"DC Housing offered a voucher program at market rates and worked with developers to encourage them to acquire older buildings and bring them up to code," Carol Blumenthal, an attorney who represented Petra in the lawsuit, wrote in an email.
Petra "spent millions to acquire and renovate buildings. DC Housing had a waiting list of families needing homes and Petra provided modern renovated units as a participating landlord in DC's voucher program. This arrangement provided housing for low income and homeless families and a reliable rental income for Petra. For their efforts, OAG sued Petra as discriminating against non-voucher tenants."
The settlement must still receive final court approval for it to go into effect.
The lawsuit against Petra, filed in D.C. Superior Court in January, was an atypical one. The attorney general's office has on many occasions filed suits accusing landlords of discriminating against tenants with housing vouchers, who contribute 30 percent of their income toward rent while the government pays the rest. The office, however, had never before accused a landlord of discriminating against non-voucher holders.
The unprecedented litigation tackled a trend among D.C. housing providers that emerged over the past decade, after the D.C. government increased the amount it was willing to reimburse landlords for renting to tenants with housing vouchers. The policy change opened up a wider array of housing options to low-income residents with vouchers, allowing them to move into more expensive, well-resourced and safe neighborhoods.
But the shift also changed financial incentives for landlords, creating room for the type of scheme alleged in the lawsuit. Because landlords could be reimbursed at much higher rates for renting to voucher holders -- and because they could be granted exemptions from rent-control laws for those units -- some, including Petra, began buying up apartment buildings and working to fill them with people with vouchers.
At the same time that the D.C. Housing Authority was in many cases paying these landlords well above market rates for rent, Petra properties also faced safety concerns as renters struggling with addiction or mental illness filled up apartment buildings that lacked adequate security and services, a pair of Washington Post investigations found. City inspectors have found hundreds of housing condition violations at Petra properties over the past seven years, the D.C. Department of Buildings announced in August.
Petra, in court filings in the rent-control case, denied intentional discrimination against renters and insisted the company was following the law.
The lawsuit references three buildings managed by Petra that hold more than 100 apartments combined, though Petra manages a broader portfolio and is considered a major landlord in the city. Under the settlement, Petra must provide the attorney general's office with documentation on all of its rent-controlled properties in the city.
D.C. Council member Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4), who represents an area that includes Petra properties, said in the news release from the attorney general's office that the settlement was "a win for tenants across Ward 4 and DC who have been denied affordable housing as a result of Petra's abuses" -- but added that there was more work to do to address Petra's "harmful conduct."
The landlord is also facing additional scrutiny from the Department of Buildings. After intensifying inspections of Petra properties over the summer, the department issued the company $546,606 in fines for more than 480 additional housing violations across 15 of its properties.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Court upholds $811 million penalty for bond company that defrauded migrants
Libre by Nexus's customers -- 2,840 in Virginia, 2,778 in New York and 680 in Massachusetts -- are owed approximately $231 million in restitution, the court said.

A Libre by Nexus electronic ankle bracelet. (Stuart Palley /For The Washington Post)


By Salvador Rizzo | 2025-10-16
A federal appeals court panel upheld an $811 million penalty against a Virginia-based company that provided bonds to migrants facing deportation, finding that it "deceived and abused those immigrant consumers" by charging exorbitant fees for services it failed to deliver.
The U.S. Consumer Financial Protection Bureau and the attorneys general of New York, Massachusetts and Virginia sued Libre by Nexus in 2021, accusing the bond company of using fraudulent practices such as getting Spanish-speaking clients to sign English-language contracts they didn't fully understand while requiring them to pay for tracking devices that often did not work.
The lawsuit was filed after a 2017 investigation by The Washington Post found some of the company's clients were startled to have GPS monitors the size of cigarette packs strapped to their ankles and could not afford the $420 monthly fee the company charged for them. Libre, which means "free" in Spanish, threatened legal action against clients who didn't pay the fees, saying they would be referred for deportation and their accounts sold to collection agencies.
The company had faced a raft of federal and state investigations.
A federal trial had been scheduled for early 2023, but it was canceled after Libre did not fully comply with its obligation to turn over evidence to the CFPB and state attorneys general. U.S. District Judge Elizabeth K. Dillon in Roanoke entered a default judgment against the company, ordering $811 million in restitution and civil penalties.
A three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit upheld the whopping $811 million judgment against the company in rulings issued this month. From that pool, the migrant consumers -- 2,840 in Virginia, 2,778 in New York and 680 in Massachusetts -- are owed approximately $231 million in restitution, the court said.
The rest is owed in civil penalties of approximately $555.7 million to the CFPB, $13.9 million to New York, $7.1 million to Virginia and $3.4 million to Massachusetts.
"Put simply, the defendants refused to meaningfully participate in discovery, including by failing to respond to the plaintiffs' discovery requests, ignoring multiple court orders compelling the disclosure of documents and other information, and by disregarding pertinent deadlines," Judge Robert B. King wrote for the court, criticizing the bond company's "blatant misconduct in this litigation."
The appeals court first ruled on the case Oct. 8, upholding a lower penalty of about $366.5 million against Libre by Nexus and its corporate officers, without explaining the roughly $445 million discrepancy between its ruling and Dillon's. After the initial version of this story was published, the 4th Circuit panel issued a corrected opinion Wednesday that upheld the higher, $811 million penalty.
The appeals court's initial opinion did not address the discrepancy between the initial $811 million monetary judgment against the company and its officers, and the final penalty, totaling about $366.5 million. But it appeared to be in how the appellate court handled civil penalties for violating the federal Consumer Financial Protection Act of 2010.
In a March 2024 order, Dillon said the five defendants named in the lawsuit -- Libre; its chief executive, Mike Donovan; the parent company, Nexus Services; and Donovan's associates, Richard Moore and Evan Ajin -- each had to pay a $111 million civil penalty to the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau within 10 days. The appellate panel in its initial ruling had upheld a single $111.1 million civil penalty owed to the consumer protection bureau.
"Each Defendant has violated the CFPA, warranting civil money penalties of $111,135,620 from each defendant to the CFPB," Dillon's order says. The judge also issued an injunction prohibiting the bond company from engaging in fraudulent practices and placing ankle monitors on migrants.
Spokespersons for the CFPB and an attorney for the bond company, Zach Lawrence, did not respond to requests for comment Monday.
Migrants in the custody of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement who are facing deportation are allowed to post bond while they await court hearings if they are not considered a flight risk or a threat to public safety. The median bond was $7,500 in 2018, according to the consumer protection bureau and attorneys general.
Lawrence, the attorney for Libre by Nexus, argued on appeal that Dillon had abused her discretion by imposing a vague and overly broad injunction.
"In essence this was an $800,000,000 first-instance discovery sanction levied on a business (and its owners) that in the totality of its existence grossed a bit over $200,000,000," he said in a court filing. In a statement to The Post last year, Donovan called Dillon's sanctions "offensive."
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Local Education
Montgomery superintendent has a $2.7B plan to repair and build school buildings
Montgomery County superintendent Thomas Taylor pitched a $2.7 billion capital improvement plan to replace or upgrade school buildings across the district. The school board will vote on the plan in November.

Damascus High School is one of eight schools targeted for renovations or replacements in a proposal capital plan from Montgomery County Public Schools. (Julia Nikhinson/For The Washington Post)


By Nicole Asbury | 2025-10-16
Montgomery County could replace and renovate several aging school buildings, update HVAC systems and replace roofs in a $2.7 billion proposal outlined by Superintendent Thomas Taylor.
The request is about $900 million more than the district budgeted for in its most recent capital improvement plan, which mapped out construction and other projects through fiscal year 2031. But Taylor described his proposal as a modest assessment of the district's true need. He said at a meeting this week that building conditions in the district would necessitate $5.5 billion worth of repairs and construction, but he was requesting a smaller amount to be more in line with how much the county can afford.
The Montgomery school system is Maryland's largest with about 156,000 students and 238 buildings to manage about two-thirds of which are over 25 years old. Typically, school buildings have 50 to 60 years of useful life, Taylor said, but are sometimes in need of major renovations around the halfway mark. He said the school system historically has made small investments, like adding a gym or auditorium, to fix schools. "We have been operating as a school system on chewing gum and duct tape," he said.
He's calling for the district to rethink its approach. He pointed to Highland View Elementary School in Silver Spring, built in 1953, where school leaders initially planned to build an three-story addition to ease overcrowding. But Taylor's proposal says the school system should replace the building instead.
Here's more of what's in the six-year capital plan:
Under Taylor's proposal, eight schools will be replaced or modernized. Four are based in Silver Spring: Highland View, Sligo Creek Elementary and Eastern Middle would be replaced, while Sligo Middle would undergo renovations and get an addition, according to Taylor's proposal.
The other four schools include Burning Tree Elementary in Bethesda, Cold Spring Elementary in Potomac, Piney Branch Elementary in Takoma Park, and Damascus High. Taylor said data showed the eight schools targeted for major work required some of the highest amounts of money to fix the disrepair.
The new proposal would also close Silver Spring International Middle School. The building opened in 1934 as the former Montgomery Blair High School, then was renovated and reopened in 1999 as a site for the middle school and Sligo Creek Elementary. In recent years, students and staff have described a dilapidated building with falling ceiling tiles and sweltering classrooms due to poor air circulation.
Taylor also proposed the school system replace its central office headquarters, the Carver Educational Services Center, and relocate its warehouse. Carver is undergoing a "deep-cleaning" this fall due to a mold problem.
He proposed canceling projects at Damascus Elementary School, Twinbrook Elementary School in Rockville and Whetstone Elementary School in Gaithersburg that were included in the earlier capital plan. Taylor said the facilities don't require as urgent improvements as some other buildings, though school leaders still plan to make some changes to Damascus to make it more accessible for students with disabilities.
"There's a lot of schools that should be on this list, but we have limited resources," Taylor said, "Given that we have limited resources, there's a narrow set of things we can focus on."
The school system's administration determines which schools to prioritize for capital projects based on a metric called a facility conditions index, which calculates the amount of repairs needed for a school building. School leaders also consider other factors, like how many students attend a school or if there's a need for a new "holding school" for students to attend while construction at their homebound school is underway.
Taylor's request would be a substantial increase for the school system, raising questions over how feasible it is. The county pays for the district's capital improvement plan using a mix of tax revenue, bonds and grants.
The county's revenues are higher than originally anticipated, according to a recent report written, but there is still uncertainty over how cuts to the federal workforce will continue to impact the county. In addition, the Built to Learn Act, a state law that dedicated $2.2 billion in funding toward public school construction, also ends this year. Under the law, Montgomery County received $357 million for 14 projects, according to the state's Interagency on School Construction. Still, Taylor said his request is in line with the county's spending affordability guidelines, which the county council releases every fiscal year as a guide of how much money it can dole out.
In an interview, Taylor said school board members would also consider different funding methods, including potentially pursuing a public-private partnership. The funding model is rare in school construction, though Montgomery's neighboring system, Prince George's County Public Schools, launched one of the first initiatives in the country in 2020. The process is designed to accelerate construction timelines: Under Prince George's funding plan, a developer handles the design and finances the construction. The school system pays back the developer once the schools are open.
"All options are on the table," he said.
Brigid Howe, president of the Montgomery County Council of PTAs, said the superintendent's request was ambitious but reflected "a real need for schools." She said the problems are so large that some schools, like Magruder High School, didn't make the list even though the buildings are sorely in need of improvements.
"I feel like that supported what he's saying of the hole we've dug," Howe said.
County Executive Marc Elrich said during a news conference Wednesday Taylor's proposal "spoke to years of neglect," adding that historically the school system undersold their needs to the county government. He said it would take more than a decade of increased spending on capital projects for the school system to catch up.
"I'm glad we're starting to actually get real numbers out of the school system -- numbers we can hopefully deal with," Elrich (D) said. "I have not figured out how to digest this large of an increase, but we're obviously looking at this."
Will Jawando, an at-large Montgomery County councilmember who attended Taylor's presentation, pointed to an estimate that the school system had $740 million behind in HVAC projects, and called it "a major concern." "There's no question that these issues exist," said Jawando (D), who chairs the council's education and cultural committee. "Now, how fast we address them and what the solutions are, that's obviously up for debate, and the community should be involved with that."
The Montgomery County school board will consider Taylor's proposal first. The board will hold public hearings and work sessions throughout October and November. The first public forum is set for 6 p.m. Oct. 21 at the school system's warehouse, located at 580 N. Stonestreet Ave in Rockville.
The school board will vote on the proposal Nov. 20. Once the board approves the plan, it will move to the county executive and county council for consideration.
Dana Munro contributed to this report.
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Virginia Politics
Virginia's AG candidates to debate amid texting scandal. Here's what to know.
Republican Jason Miyares pivoted his campaign to focus on Democrat Jay Jones's violently worded texts from 2022. Jones wants to talk about Trump. They debate Thursday night in Richmond.

Republican Attorney General Jason S. Miyares, left, and his Democratic challenger Jay Jones (D). (Julia Rendleman and Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


By Erin Cox, Karina Elwood | 2025-10-16
Less than two weeks after leaked text messages roiled the attorney general's race in Virginia, incumbent Republican Jason S. Miyares and Democratic challenger Jay Jones will debate Thursday night at the University of Richmond.
The disclosure of Jones's 2022 text messages that mused about shooting then-House Speaker Todd Gilbert and contemplated the deaths of Gilbert's two young children has dominated the contest for days, as Republicans called on Jones to step out of the race and some fellow Democrats put distance from Jones. Other Democrats have stood by him.
Jones has apologized and said he was ashamed of the political violence he described. But he also has not publicly addressed the leaked messages since a sit-down television interview on the day the news broke.
Even before the texting scandal, some donors saw Miyares as Republicans' best chance to win statewide office in Virginia this fall. Democrats have led in the polls in all three statewide races on the ballot.
The first and only debate in the race will be hosted by the University of Richmond in partnership with the Virginia State Bar Young Lawyers Section.
It is set to begin at 6 p.m. and will be live-streamed here but will not be televised. It will take place in a concert hall filled by a live audience.
Jones, a former state delegate, began his career as a rising star in Virginia's Democratic Party. He was first elected to the House of Delegates in 2017 and built a reputation as a sharp debater and an advocate for environmental and civil rights issues.
This is the second run at the top prosecutor's seat for Jones, who lost a 2021 primary to unseat Democratic incumbent Mark R. Herring. Jones won a third term to the House that year but later stepped down, citing family reasons.
If he wins in November, Jones would be the first African American to serve in the role. His opponent broke boundaries in 2021 by becoming Virginia's first Latino attorney general.
Miyares, a former prosecutor in Virginia Beach and the son of a Cuban immigrant, won the seat in 2021 after defeating Herring, who was seeking a third term.
In office, Miyares drew attention for creating an Election Integrity Unit to promote stricter enforcement of voting laws. He joined numerous lawsuits fighting the Biden administration and has focused on education issues, particularly those related to culture-war issues in Northern Virginia.
Since President Donald Trump took office, Miyares has defended the positions of the administration. Trump endorsed Miyares this month, after Jones's texts became public.
Before the texting scandal hit, Jones had cast his candidacy as a bulwark and check on Trump's policies, and held a small, statistically insignificant lead in a Washington Post-Schar School poll. Miyares had been pitching himself as an experienced, tough-on-crime prosecutor.
Each candidate now has an opportunity to reshape the narrative of the campaign. Miyares has a chance to prosecute the case that Jones's conduct should disqualify him from office. Jones has a chance to change the conversation away from political violence and pivot to the consequences of reelecting a Republican attorney general who would uphold Trump's vision for the country.
Republicans have also poured cash into the race over the past few days. A strong or poor performance by either candidate could signal to donors of both parties how much to invest in the race's final days before Nov. 4. Virginia's off-year election had already drawn national attention, as both parties look to the campaigns for insight into what resonates with voters ahead of the all-important midterms next year.
The attorney general's race could carry impact beyond the state's borders, as Democrats hope Virginia could become another blue state trying to block Trump priorities, including tariffs on international trade and trimming support for social relief programs. Republicans are watching to see if an emphasis on fighting crime is the better message to win voter support.
The debate offers Miyares an extended venue to hit Jones about the texting scandal and amplify it into new lines of attack.
From the moment the texting the scandal broke, Republicans have used the threat of political violence to paint Jones as someone whose judgment disqualifies him for office, and the topic dominated last week's debate in the governor's race between Democrat Abigail Spanberger and Republican Winsome Earle-Sears.
Miyares has also dropped campaign ads about it and insisted he doesn't accept the apology Jones issued when the messages surfaced. Keeping Jones talking about political violence and the texting scandal prevents Miyares from having to discuss the Trump presidency, abortion access or other issues that may resonate with swing voters who are critical to victory.
The debate offers Jones a venue to address the texting scandal at length -- and to try to move the conversation away from it.
Before the scandal, Jones's campaign had built attack points about abortion access, fealty to Republicans at the expense of Virginians, and serving as a check against the Trump administration, whose U.S. DOGE Service cuts had an outsize impact on Virginia.
Jones has released a criminal justice plan and held roundtables on issues of public safety, and his campaign has said it believes voters are most concerned about Trump's policies affecting jobs, the economy and access to health care.
Each of those concerns could be used against Miyares, who had positioned himself as one of the White House's top defenders on immigration, trimming government and the dismantling of diversity programs in public education.
Ernest McGowen, an associate professor of political science at the University of Richmond, said he's watching how the text messages play in the debate: everything from who gets to bring it up first to how the moderators handle it.
Success for each candidate depends in part on how they handle the scandal, he said. For Miyares, it's a question of whether he will be able to successfully paint Jones as disqualified from office by leaning on the scandals that have marred Jones's campaign, which also include a reckless driving conviction.
And for Jones, that means taking accountability for the text messages, reframing the conversation and regaining control of his messaging -- all while underscoring Miyares's loyalties to his party and Trump.
Victory, though, will ultimately come from polling results after the debate.
"Are the stakes high enough that this will stick?" McGowen said.
Gregory S. Schneider contributed to this report.
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Local Education
Truancy rates up in DCPS, slightly down across charters, data shows
Despite vows to boost attendance and more than $17 million being poured into anti-truancy programs, absence rates in D.C. Public Schools worsened last year while the city's charter schools showed small improvement.

D.C. Public Schools Chancellor Lewis D. Ferebee speaks during a D.C. Council hearing on truancy in November. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


By Lauren Lumpkin | 2025-10-16
Despite vows to boost attendance and more than $17 million being poured into anti-truancy programs, absence rates in D.C. Public Schools worsened last year while the city's charter schools showed small improvement.
The District's schools came under scrutiny at the D.C. Council's annual truancy hearing Wednesday. City officials this year expanded a pilot that provides assistance to the city's most truant high-schoolers and beefed up efforts to give  counseling and other support, yet attendance rates have yet to return to pre-pandemic levels -- highlighting D.C.'s ongoing struggle to keep students in school.
"We're spending a lot of money on attendance, and we're not seeing significant improvement," said Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D).
Mirroring national trends, attendance rates in D.C. worsened in the wake of the pandemic. But the city has struggled for years to stem its truancy problem -- even as lawmakers for more than a decade have linked excessive absences to youth crime, a Washington Post investigation found.
That investigation also found school leaders have not delivered to the level they should when it comes to the robust after-school programs and mental health care that have been shown to improve attendance.
In the city's traditional public school district, about 16,700 children -- or 35 percent of students between 5 and 17 years old -- were truant last school year, meaning they had missed at least 10 days of school without an excuse. The year before, 33 percent of students had missed that much school.
And roughly 38 percent of the district's 52,000 students were chronically absent last year, which occurs when a student misses about 18 days of school with or without an excuse -- up from 37 percent.
Before the pandemic, 30 percent of all city students were chronically absent and 30 percent were truant, according to data from the 2018-2019 school year.
Lewis D. Ferebee, chancellor of D.C. Public Schools, said the district has tried to encourage attendance by checking in with students monthly to gauge whether they need help, among other strategies. He said he is trying to promote positive attendance habits in earlier grades -- and particularly in middle school -- by offering more after-school programs, which research has repeatedly linked with positive attendance. The district added 19 athletics opportunities for that grade group this school year, Ferebee added.
"We see our most challenged attendance numbers at our high schools," the chancellor said. "We know that some of the behaviors that we see in our earlier grades transcends across a student's journey in DCPS and attendance gets chronically worse over time."
Across the city's 66 charter networks, truancy decreased from roughly 35 percent to 33 percent last school year, data published by the D.C. Public Charter School Board shows. That's more than 11,000 students. Chronic absenteeism ticked downward by less than a percentage point, from 40.3 percent to 39.5 percent of 47,525 students enrolled last school year.
Michelle J. Walker-Davis, the board's executive director, said chronic absenteeism will now be part of the accountability system the body uses to evaluate schools and determine whether they should stay open.
School leaders who have managed to boost attendance said they worked to remove barriers that could make getting to school difficult. At Rocketship Public Schools, which has three charter campuses in D.C., staff members provide coats and gloves to students when the weather cools, said Ashlee Watson, regional director of culture and engagement.
Meanwhile, at Garfield Elementary School, Principal Jon Rolle said, staff members have offered seats in after-school programs to a third of the student body and expanded athletics -- leading to an 18 percent drop in chronic absenteeism between the 2023-2024 and 2024-2025 school years.
The school also entices students with incentives, such as a Valentine's Day dance with a VIP section based on attendance, Rolle said. "These programs give students something to look forward to and one more reason to be present in school each day."
But these efforts do not address some of the structural issues in D.C.'s approach to tamping down truancy, education advocates told lawmakers.
"Despite millions spent, D.C. still lacks a comprehensive, unified plan to address chronic absenteeism," said Jodi Ovca, executive director of Access Youth, a long-running truancy prevention nonprofit. She said the city instead scatters responsibility for keeping children in class across several agencies -- including schools, the Child and Family Services Agency, the Department of Human Services and the attorney general's office.
"The city continues to double down on costly, short-term, unproven solutions," Ovca said. "What works is consistent, in-school relationship-based support."
D.C. also relies on a truancy system that lawmakers called "broken."
This process starts at school, once a student misses five days of class without an excuse. That triggers a meeting between the school's staff and the student's family.
If the student is between the ages of 5 and 13 and becomes truant, the child's school is required to refer them to the Child and Family Services Agency, or CFSA. Older students are reported to the courts.
Schools are largely compliant with this law. Last year, 94 percent of eligible students were reported to CFSA after becoming truant, according to data from D.C. Public Schools. However, child welfare officials decline to investigate thousands of these reports each year if abuse or neglect is not detected, The Post found.
A single referral can take between an hour and 90 minutes to write, yet schools are often left in the dark about why a case is screened out -- making it difficult to determine what help a student needs, said Brandon Johnson, head of school at the Social Justice School, a charter school in Northeast Washington.
"It feels like a very heavy lift with little to no return," Watson told the council.
The council will consider a bill this fall that would redirect the screened-out reports to the Department of Human Services, which already provides some services to students struggling with attendance.
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Virginia
Facing removal, almost all Alexandria public housing commissioners resign
The Alexandria City Council accused board members of failing to oversee a CEO who was recently fired after he was found to be living in a new public-housing unit.

A view of Alexandria's Old Town neighborhood. (Maansi Srivastava/For The Washington Post)


By Teo Armus | 2025-10-16
All but one of the commissioners overseeing Alexandria's public-housing agency resigned Tuesday amid the continued fallout of its former executive director moving into a public housing unit in the Northern Virginia city.
The former CEO of the Alexandria Redevelopment and Housing Authority (ARHA), Erik Johnson, admitted over the summer that he had been living in a newly renovated property in the city's scenic Old Town. Johnson, who made a $305,000 base salary, effectively jumped ahead of thousands of families on a years-long waiting list for some of the limited affordable housing in this expensive D.C. suburb.
As the news of Johnson's housing sparked outrage across Alexandria, ARHA's nine-person board hired an outside law firm to investigate and fired Johnson last month.
But in an Oct. 6 letter, the Alexandria City Council -- which appoints the unpaid, part-time board members -- called on those commissioners to step down or face removal from the body under state law.
Mayor Alyia Gaskins (D) and other council members wrote that the board had failed to properly oversee Johnson and as a result caused "reputational harm" to ARHA.
The council's letter also accused the board of failing to respond to tenant concerns and poor conditions at ARHA properties -- and alleged that Johnson had conducted "improper remodeling of [his own] unit at significant public expense."
Public records obtained by The Washington Post show that Johnson spent more than $18,000 of the agency's funds on remodeling his public housing unit with a new five-burner stove, stainless steel sinks and other appliances.
"Recent actions by ARHA leadership have had significant consequences for ARHA, its tenants, and the City of Alexandria. As a result of this, the City Council no longer has confidence in the Board," the letter said. "In recent months, it has become clear that the Board has neglected its duties and has been ineffective in leading this critical organization."
A lawyer for the eight resigning board members, Ugo Colella, said Tuesday they would be stepping down but denied what he called "inflammatory allegations" from the council.
"The Board has done everything that you and the City Council have requested concerning the CEO," Colella wrote in a letter Tuesday to Gaskins. "The resigning Board members are resigning as specifically requested by you and the City Council and for no other reason."
Their letter also appeared to put some of the blame on the council that appointed them.
"The Board consists of non-compensated volunteers appointed by you and the Council," Colella wrote. "The Board has done its best to serve residents and staff of ARHA, and its concerns for the well-being of residents and staff of ARHA remain."
A ninth board member, Kevin Harris -- who sits on the body as the representative for the ARHA residents' association -- had not stepped down as of Wednesday.
He disputed allegations that he had neglected his duties as a board member and said he had frequently brought tenants' issues before Johnson and the board while assisting residents himself.
"You won't find an ARHA resident that says I've neglected them," he said in an interview Wednesday. "The people in these homes still need to be served, and I didn't want to abandon them like that."
ARHA receives funding from Alexandria city government for specific projects but is run by a separate administration and board. It owns and manages nearly 1,100 units across Alexandria, including about 750 that are classified as public housing, and also manages nearly 2,000 housing vouchers (formerly known as Section 8) that subsidize rent in privately owned units for eligible families and individuals.
Johnson, a former local government official in Connecticut, was hired to take over the Alexandria agency last year. He moved over the summer into a unit in Chatham Square, a newly renovated, mixed-income ARHA property on a tree-lined block near the city's scenic waterfront and the agency's headquarters.
He had previously told the local news site ALXnow that he moved into the unit in July while he was "transitioning residences."
Public records obtained by The Post show that Johnson's contract also included a $750 monthly car allowance and a $10,000 relocation stipend, on top of his six-figure base salary. The more than $18,000 in expenses billed to ARHA's headquarters included more than $2,000 for quartz countertops and a three-door Samsung smart refrigerator worth more than $1,000.
The city council's Oct. 6 letter said the city's "preliminary review" of such records added further indication that the ARHA board "has neglected its duties and has been ineffective in leading this critical organization."
Gaskins, the mayor, also expressed concerns that the ARHA commissioners were violating Virginia's open meetings law.
She said in an interview that the ARHA board's former chair, Anitra Androh, had contacted her to request a private meeting with her and other commissioners.
The meeting was meant to focus on other matters raised by the council, Colella's letter said, over which the ARHA board has little authority, such as operating and maintaining units.
But Gaskins said having such a meeting in private would have been illegal and the request was another sign of mismanagement. The city and ARHA residents, she added, "deserve an open process where all the information is out in the public."
The Alexandria City Council on Wednesday evening voted to make six emergency appointments to the rest of the board, including former city manager Mark Jinks.
Gaskins also laid out a lengthy list of the council's expectations of the new board members, including that they would sign a formal contract between ARHA and the city, hire a lawyer to advise them on rules of open meetings, adopt a personnel policy, and allow the city's input in the hiring of its CEO and other top executives.
Rickie Maddox, ARHA's acting CEO and previously its chief compliance officer, said in a statement ahead of the meeting that the agency looked forward to working with new commissioners.
"We have the utmost confidence that the mayor and city council will reconstitute the board of directors so that ARHA can move forward," Maddox said. "In the meantime we are laser-focused on meeting the needs of our residents."
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D.C.
On the National Mall, 'Democracy' drips in daylight
Ben Cohen, of Ben & Jerry's, helped bring a 3,000-pound ice sculpture to the capital as a warning that "democracy is melting away before our very eyes."

Artists Nora Ligorano and Marshall Reese created this 3,000-pound ice sculpture. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


By Joe Heim | 2025-10-15
What weighed 3,000 pounds at dawn's early light in Washington and will virtually disappear by sundown?
The correct guess is a large ice sculpture of the word "Democracy" placed on the National Mall on Wednesday morning in direct view of the U.S. Capitol as a vanishing reminder, its creators said, of rapidly eroding rights and an existential threat to the freedom on which America was founded.
That's a lot of weight for nine cold carved letters to carry.
But Ben Cohen, a longtime activist and the co-founder of Ben & Jerry's, said it's a fitting message for the country. His Up In Arms campaign, which calls to reduce Pentagon spending and increase funding for health care and education, helped bring the ice sculpture to the capital.
"Showing in real life that democracy is melting away before our very eyes, I think it's a powerful symbol that helps express the feelings and the sadness and the horror of Americans," Cohen said in a phone interview from his home in Vermont.
Cohen pointed to actions taken by President Donald Trump's administration that, he said, have put democracy in jeopardy.
"Attacks on freedom of speech. Masked, unidentified secret police snatching people off the streets and arresting and deporting them. These are horrible things that we used to talk about as happening in other countries," he said. "People being prosecuted and punished and sentenced without due process. Using the military against the population of the United States is undemocratic, right?"
The sculpture, 5 feet high and 17 feet wide, sat on a pebbled pathway on the Mall at Third Street. Conceptual artists Nora Ligorano and Marshall Reese, who created the work in New York, arrived a little after 6 a.m. to help oversee the arrangement of the frozen letters once they arrived in a refrigerated truck. Spelling is not a detail to trifle with when installing art with a message.
The couple have worked with ice in the past in their "Melted Away" series, which included the word "Truth" in 2018 at the same location on the Mall and "The Future" in 2014 at the People's Climate March in New York City.
"We do this work to spark thought and provoke awareness and encourage people to engage in discussion about the issues and hopefully take some action," Ligorano said. "To witness it melting in front of the nation's capital just adds theatrically, it sets the stage for what's really going on."

An ice sculpture depicting the word "DEMOCRACY" on the National Mall in front of the U.S. Capitol building. (Joe Heim/The Washington Post)


District resident Tracy Pritchett happened upon the ice carving while walking on the Mall and joined a growing crowd of people who stopped to take photos. "It's a pretty poignant statement about everything that's happening right now," said Pritchett, 45. "Americans are not happy."
Alejandro Sorondo, a criminal justice major at George Washington University, said he saw a post on social media about the sculpture and decided to check it out for himself. "It's a message and I understand it," Sorondo, 21, said. "I would definitely agree with it and understand why the people who made it were motivated to put this in front of such an important building."
The melting Democracy artwork has no connection to other protest installations that have appeared at the same location on the National Mall over the past year, including a statue placed last month of Trump holding hands with Jeffrey Epstein, the convicted sex offender who was found dead in his prison cell in 2019. In June, a statue titled "Dictator Approved" showed up. It depicted Trump's fist squashing the crown of the Statue of Liberty. The creator of those works remains anonymous.
Ligorano said she planned for the sculpture to last until evening. But with temperatures expected to reach the mid 70s and the sun beating down, the odds that Democracy a la mode could survive until sundown were not promising.
"It might be closer to 4:45," she said, shielding her eyes from the glare.
By noon, soon after the frozen blocks were uncovered, they began to bead and sweat. The drips kept dropping. Soon rivulets of New York water ran down the sides of each letter and spiderweb cracks began to form. The forces of nature were against it. Democracy didn't stand a chance.
Water from the statue would not go to waste however. The artists built a trough that fed the melted ice into a container and one day soon it will be distilled, bottled into 1.7-ounce perfume spritzers and sold for $101.
Democracy, if anyone needed a reminder, does not come cheaply.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Expanded toll lanes on southern Beltway punted to after Va. election
Opponents of the project say they want rail over the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, not express lanes.

Rush-hour traffic is seen on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge from Alexandria, Virginia, in 2023. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


By Rachel Weiner | 2025-10-16
An ambitious plan to surround the Capital Beltway in tolled express lanes is stalled for now because of opposition from D.C. and Maryland. A vote Wednesday delayed the project until next year so Virginia can marshal support from its neighbors.
"This is a controversial project, to say the least," Fairfax County Supervisor Walter Alcorn (D-Hunter Mill), said at the start of Wednesday's meeting of the regional board that approves transportation projects. It was his first as chair of the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board, and he used an expression he learned from a former colleague: "These fish ain't ready to fry."
Virginia has built out a massive express-lane network in the D.C. suburbs, stretching south to Fredericksburg, west to Gainesville and along the Beltway, with more set to open this winter. But continuing the network across the American Legion Bridge, in the north, and the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, in the south, requires support from Maryland, where political leaders have been wary of tolled road-widening projects.
Fairfax Board of Supervisors Chairman Jeff C. McKay (D) said delaying a vote was the best possible outcome for those who, like him, support the project. "We have an election in two weeks -- why wouldn't we salvage this project and give the next Virginia administration an opportunity to meet with the Maryland governor and see if something can be done?"
Opponents, including some local leaders in Virginia, say residents who can't afford the tolls will suffer from the construction, the environmental impact and potential traffic on roads that feed into the highway. They see adding lanes to the Wilson Bridge as particularly concerning because it would take up space that was engineered to support a Metrorail extension when the bridge was rebuilt -- and doubled in capacity -- 10 years ago. Environmental advocates said that if toll lanes are added, they should be to the existing lanes, with incentives for carpooling.
"We were not promised tolls; we were promised rail," Prince George's County Council Chair Edward P. Burroughs III (D) said at a meeting on the project at Oxon Hill High School this summer. "We in this area we spend so much in Virginia to support their tax base and their economy already."
A rail line across the Wilson Bridge would turn the Blue Line into the system's first circular route, bring rail service to National Harbor and provide an alternative to a bottleneck at the Rosslyn tunnel. It would also cost about $35 billion, by Metro's estimates. Metro says it cannot afford to consider that rail expansion right now and instead wants to build out east-to-west express bus service. The Virginia Department of Transportation argues that until Metro is ready to use the space, it should be given over to vehicles -- including buses and carpoolers, who would use the express lanes for free. To sweeten the deal, Virginia promised a new bus route along the Beltway between Oxon Hill and Tysons.
Opponents would like to see more, including more thorough analysis of the potential traffic and environmental impacts. The Virginia Department of Transportation "has refused to listen to the community around the bridge for the last three years," said state Sen. Scott A. Surovell (D-Fairfax). "I'm optimistic that new administration will take a more transit-centric approach to this project that will be more appealing to Maryland."
Toll roads can inspire a lot of anger, especially dynamic ones, where prices can climb quickly with little warning. But Virginia officials say their data shows toll lanes improve congestion for drivers in free lanes. "Everyone agrees that traffic on 495 and the Wilson Bridge is a major problem," Jason Stanford, who leads a business group that includes toll companies, said at the meeting. Toll lanes, he argued, are "the only option that pays for itself as well as investing millions in transit."
In a statement, the Virginia Department of Transportation said the vote "will allow Virginia to continue to work with our regional partners" on a project that "will provide near-term benefits and improve the lives of the hundreds of thousands of travelers." Virginia says over $200 million from tolls has gone to support transit already, including bus service between Bethesda and Tysons and a planned dedicated bus line along Richmond Highway.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Trial delayed for Fairfax man charged in double homicide with au pair
Banfield's trial was scheduled to begin next week. He is accused of killing his wife and a man he and the family's au pair allegedly lured to their home.

Brendan Banfield, of Reston, Virginia. (Fairfax County police)


By Liam Bowman | 2025-10-15
The trial of a Virginia man accused of murdering his wife and another man in what prosecutors have described as an elaborate plot carried out with the help of the couple's au pair will be delayed after the man's attorney requested more time to review evidence shared by investigators, a judge ruled Wednesday.
Brendan Banfield, 40, a former IRS criminal investigator, has pleaded not guilty to charges including aggravated murder and using a firearm to commit a felony in the February 2023 stabbing of his wife, Christine Banfield, 37, and the shooting of Joseph Ryan, 39, of Springfield. Banfield also faces child abuse and child endangerment charges related to his daughter, who was 4 years old and in the house when the killings took place, prosecutors said.
Banfield's trial was scheduled to begin next week. Fairfax County Circuit Judge Penney S. Azcarate set a new start date of Jan. 13 for the four-week trial.
Prosecutors say Banfield had begun an extramarital affair with the family's Brazilian au pair, Juliana Peres Magalhaes, then 23, when the two concocted a plan to lure Ryan to the house and frame him for stabbing Christine Banfield. Prosecutors say that Banfield impersonated his wife in an online account on a fetish website and invited Ryan to their Herndon home for a purported consensual encounter.
The day of the killings, Banfield and Magalhaes called police to the house and told the officers that Ryan had stabbed Christine Banfield and that they had then shot Ryan in self-defense, according to court documents. But authorities grew suspicious of their account, and prosecutors now argue that Banfield killed both Ryan and Christine Banfield, then arranged the crime scene with Magalhaes to line up with their story.
Eight months after the killings, Magalhaes was charged with murder in the death of Ryan. Nearly a year after that, in September 2024, Banfield was indicted and accused of both homicides.
A month later, Magalhaes pleaded guilty to manslaughter for her involvement in the killings after providing a statement to investigators detailing her involvement in the homicide plot.
John Carroll, Banfield's defense attorney, has taken aim at prosecutors' theory that Banfield impersonated his wife in messages to Ryan, arguing that Fairfax police commanders had put pressure on investigators and reassigned two homicide detectives who called the theory into question. One of the detectives had written in a previous case summary that "There is no indication that Christine lost control of her devices" during the six weeks before the slayings. Nine homicide detectives filed an internal affairs complaint in January alleging a hostile work environment caused by commanders.
"This investigation is a theory in search of facts," Carroll said at a hearing in July.
Prosecutors rejected the claim that police commanders had interfered with the investigation, writing in a motion that their management had "no impact on the expert evidence processing performed by their team." Prosecutors added that the court "has previously held that the 'hostile work environment' claim is not relevant to the pending homicide trial."
Carroll also unsuccessfully moved to get the case dismissed earlier this month, accusing police and prosecutors of violating rules surrounding discovery by failing to turn over evidence in a timely manner.
A spokesperson for the prosecutor's office declined to comment on the trial delay. Carroll did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Trump says probation for teens charged in DOGE attack is 'terrible'
'This senseless crime must be stopped,' said Edward Coristine, aka 'Big Balls,' attacked during an attempted carjacking that caught the president's attention

A sign on a building near the White House wished former DOGE staffer Edward Coristine a speedy recovery in August. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Olivia George | 2025-10-15
Two teens arrested in connection with the attempted carjacking of a former U.S. DOGE Service staffer in August -- an attack that captured the attention of President Donald Trump and in part ignited his sweeping crime crackdown on the nation's capital -- were sentenced Tuesday to probation, avoiding incarceration.
The decision spurred swift condemnation from the president and administration officials, reviving their ongoing criticism that young people who commit crimes in D.C. are treated too leniently.
"That's terrible," Trump said Wednesday afternoon, adding that "the judge should be ashamed."
A 15-year-old boy was sentenced to a year of probation after he pleaded guilty last month to four counts split between two incidents that took place one night in early August: attempted robbery and simple assault on Edward Coristine, a 19-year-old software engineer known as "Big Balls" who began work in the federal government as a protege of Elon Musk; and felony assault and robbery at a nearby gas station shortly before.
A 15-year-old girl pleaded guilty Tuesday to one count of simple assault for pepper-spraying someone at the gas station. In exchange, prosecutors agreed to dismiss another simple assault charge she faced from that night. A judge gave her nine months of probation. The Office of the Attorney General, responsible for prosecuting crimes by juveniles in D.C., had not asked the judge to commit either teen. The judge's sentence in each case reflected prosecutors' requests.
U.S. Attorney for D.C. Jeanine Pirro -- who, like Trump, has clamored for harsher penalties for juveniles who commit crimes -- said the decision to sentence the pair to probation was "shocking."
White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt expressed similar outrage Wednesday.
"One of the big issues in D.C. is these juveniles, they just get a slap on the wrist," she said on "The Charlie Kirk Show." "This administration has a completely different philosophy. We need law and order."
The two teens were part of a group wreaking havoc along a busy nightlife corridor in D.C. about a mile from the White House in the early hours of Aug. 3. No other juveniles have been charged.
"The two of you were together with a larger group of younger people who decided to basically terrorize U Street," Judge Kendra D. Briggs said to the teens at D.C. Superior Court on Tuesday afternoon. One of those incidents, the attack on Coristine, ricocheted throughout the West Wing and around the globe.

Both President Donald Trump and U.S. Attorney for D.C. Jeanine Pirro have called for harsher penalties for juveniles. (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)


The boy, prosecutors said, was among a group that approached Coristine and another person on Swann Street in Northwest Washington in the predawn darkness one Sunday.
"Let me get your car! Let me get your car," the group said, according to prosecutors. While the other person was able to get into the vehicle and lock the doors, Coristine remained outside and was pummeled by attackers.
Trump posted a picture of a bloodied Coristine to social media, vowing a swift federal intervention if D.C. didn't "get its act together, and quickly." Less than a week later, Trump announced he was putting D.C. police under direct federal control and deploying the National Guard to fight crime on the streets of Washington.
Although Trump's temporary declaration of a crime emergency in D.C. has expired, GOP lawmakers continue to clamp down on the nation's capital, advancing a raft of bills that would overhaul aspects of the local justice system in line with the president's demands.
Last month, House lawmakers voted to allow 14-year-olds to be tried as adults for serious crimes and to treat young people more harshly in the D.C. justice system -- fulfilling a top request from the administration despite universal opposition from local leaders. The same week, Republican members of the House Oversight Committee grilled top D.C. elected officials, including the mayor, with questions about what they were doing to keep people safe.
Coristine did not respond to a request for comment but posted on X late Wednesday morning.
"This senseless crime must be stopped," he wrote, adding that many of the people involved in his attack remain on the streets.
"That night could've gone far differently. Think of your daughters and mothers," he wrote. "The same group attacked people before and after us, breaking ribs and stomping heads."
The person Coristine had been with spoke in court on Tuesday. "I'm a very religious person," she said, telling the teens how important it was to "stop and think" before acting and recognizing the consequences of their actions.
As part of their sentence, the teens each must do 90 hours of community service. They also must stay away from each other, stay out of cars unless they have the permission of the owner, and stay out of D.C. save for a few court-permitted reasons such as legal appointments and family occasions.
Both teens live in Maryland -- the boy with his mother and the girl with her father. Both parents attended Tuesday's court hearing virtually. It was the teens' first encounter with the D.C. justice system, although the girl has a pending matter in Maryland, her lawyer said.
Both were charged in juvenile court, where the goal is "is rehabilitation, not punishment," Briggs said.
"I know you are not unfamiliar to trauma," the judge told the girl. "I don't disagree that the trauma you've already suffered in life is kind of how you ended up on U Street that day. But I think you also have to think about the trauma that you're inflicting on others when you engage in the activities that you all chose to engage in a couple of months ago."
The Washington Post was granted access to the hearing on the condition that it not disclose any details that could identify the teens. The Post generally does not identify juveniles charged with crimes.
As part of her sentence, the girl is required to complete weekly drug testing and drug treatment. Both teens will continue to be tracked via electronic monitor. At the courthouse Tuesday, the girl's device was visible over her socks.
"I have seen a positive change just in the time that I have known her," her lawyer, Natalie Murphy, told the courtroom Tuesday, urging the judge to sentence her client to just four and a half months of probation. "I've seen her making friends, I've seen her start work, I've seen her make real attempts at following the conditions of this court."
She has also begun volunteering with a local nonprofit group and drew hope and support from attending church with her father, Murphy said. In the courtroom, the girl is her "most anxious and stressed" self.
"But her teachers, the guidance counselor and me, we see a whole different side" -- a young person with "an incredibly bright future," Murphy said.
The judge had previously admonished the girl for testing positive for marijuana and being late to school on numerous occasions. That was marked progress, though, Murphy said, considering she was truant all of her spring semester.
The boy's lawyer, Alex Hillmann, also stressed his remorse and commitment to reversing course.
"While those incidents were very serious, he has taken responsibility," Hillmann said. "He's on a new path now -- one that's not criminal or violent."
The boy was among a group who approached a cluster of people outside a gas station, prosecutors said, and ordered them to empty their pockets. Video shows the boy, wearing a black ski mask, hit two people, according to prosecutors. Then he kicked the head of another person on the ground as others took his shoes and watch.
The person was left with a broken rib and needed stitches to his face, prosecutors said.
"I hope that you can figure out everything in the future and I hope you're ready for whatever consequences that may apply upon you," the victim told the court Tuesday.
Neither teen spoke Tuesday, although the girl wrote a letter to Briggs that was not read publicly. Both teens will check in with the judge in two months to discuss their progress.
Liam Bowman contributed to this report.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Fantastic fall weather into this weekend
Sunshine dominates the next several days with highs fluctuating between the 60s and 70s.

(angela n./Flickr)


By Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow | 2025-10-15
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: After a mild day, it turns chilly tonight behind a cold front. Temperatures fall to lows in the upper 30s to mid-40s under mainly clear skies.
What's next? Cooler highs in the 60s tomorrow and Friday, then back to near and above 70 this weekend. Still plenty of sun. Shower chances could return late Sunday.
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Local Education
Georgetown University has named its next president. Meet Eduardo Penalver.
Penalver is currently president of fellow Jesuit school Seattle University. He will begin in July and will replace John J. DeGioia, who stepped down last year. 

Penalver became president of Seattle University in 2021. (Courtesy of Eduardo M. Penalver) 


By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff | 2025-10-15
Georgetown University has named Eduardo M. Penalver, president of fellow Jesuit institution Seattle University, as its 49th president.
Georgetown's board of directors chose Penalver after a search to replace longtime President John J. DeGioia, who stepped down last November to recover from a stroke. Robert M. Groves has been serving as interim president and will continue in the role until Penalver begins his presidency on July 1.
"I'm honored to serve in this role and very aware of the deep tradition and legacy Georgetown has rooted in its Jesuit values," Penalver, 52, said in an interview. "What I want people to know about me: I have always been and will be committed to operating with transparency, openness and engagement with everyone."
Here are four things to know about the person who will lead one of the D.C. region's highest profile, highest-ranked universities.
Penalver began as president of Seattle University in 2021, the first layperson and Latino -- his father immigrated to the United States from Cuba in 1962 -- to lead the institution since its 1891 founding.
During his tenure, he signed an agreement to acquire the Cornish College of the Arts and bring it under Seattle U. Some faculty initially felt left out of the ensuing decision-making and said he needed to rebuild trust, the Spectator student newspaper reported.
Penalver maintains he has done that through open town halls and frequent conversations with affected faculty. Among other changes, Penalver also pushed a transition from a quarter to a semester system and prioritized addressing climate change.
He said he plans to hold some version of town halls and go on a listening tour upon his arrival at Georgetown to hear student, faculty and other stakeholder perspectives.
Before Seattle U., Penalver was dean of Cornell Law from 2014 to 2021; taught property law at Fordham Law School, the University of Chicago Law School and Cornell; was a Rhodes Scholar; and clerked for former U.S. Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens.
At Cornell Law, Penalver developed a speaker series in which people with opposing viewpoints disagreed respectfully, sought to recruit more professors, started degree programs in New York City and established clinics on the First Amendment and to help farmworkers and entrepreneurs.

The campus of Georgetown University in Washington. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


Penalver said Georgetown was the natural culmination of every aspect of his professional and personal life. He's worked in high-powered research universities, taught at or led two Jesuit institutions and grew up in a practicing Catholic family.
He added that he's been thinking about law and religion and higher education since he was in law school. He said he feels that Jesuit schools can help students find meaning beyond their grades -- and believes combining that with Georgetown's research prowess gives him an opportunity to make a positive difference. That feels especially important, he said, in this moment in higher education and as the value of a degree is a growing question.
"There's a desire to engage students in their searches for meaning," he said. "Most modern secular research universities struggle with that. Georgetown can do both."
It's also a homecoming of sorts for Penalver. He and his wife, Sital Kalantry, also a law professor, began their careers in D.C., where Penalver also received his pilot's license and where he clerked for Stevens.

Penalver got his pilot's license during his time living in D.C. (Courtesy of Eduardo M. Penalver) 


Kevin Warren, who chaired Georgetown's search committee, said its members wanted someone who could preserve the university's "special sauce," the things that made Georgetown, Georgetown. But the committee, which included board members and faculty, also wanted someone who could help bring the institution into the future -- including by addressing questions about artificial intelligence, threats to federal funding, a demographic cliff and a changing business model for college athletics.
Penalver emerged from a group of several finalists, Warren said, because of his academic record, leadership, familiarity with Jesuit institutions, and his critical thinking ability, thoughtfulness and humility.
"We posed some really challenging scenarios for him, and he responded with intelligence and humility," Warren said, declining to provide additional specifics. "It's a challenging time for universities, and that's where leadership really matters. We're very excited."
For his part, Penalver also said he understood the challenges in following a longtime beloved president like DeGioia. At Seattle U., he similarly succeeded a president who had led the school for more than two decades. That taught him to be patient through the transition, to make sure people across campus felt heard and to manage people's expectations of what's to come.
In addition to a listening tour at Georgetown, Penalver wants to address political polarization on campus through robust campus conversations. He wants Georgetown to lead on AI in three ways: how it's used in teaching; the skills students are learning; and in research by professors of AI's ethical, economic and political implications. He said he also wants to make the investment on expanding Georgetown's Capitol Campus as successful as possible.
Since President Donald Trump took office, Georgetown and universities more broadly have been the target of intense scrutiny from the federal government.
In March, then-interim D.C. U.S. Attorney Ed Martin demanded the dean of Georgetown Law School end all diversity, equity and inclusion efforts. Weeks later, immigration authorities detained a Georgetown researcher after he opposed U.S. foreign policy in Israel. This summer, House Republicans questioned Groves and two other university presidents over their handling of alleged campus antisemitism.
Warren said the ability to handle political scrutiny was a factor for the search committee in picking the school's next leader.
"We of course follow the law, but we also stay true to our Jesuit values," he said, including being inclusive and welcoming of international students. "We need someone with exceptional communication skills, diplomacy, making hard decisions and lead with values. Eduardo really impressed us on all of those."
As the president of Seattle U., Penalver criticized the Trump administration for what he called "an unprecedented effort to undermine the academic freedom and the culture of open-ended inquiry that makes universities the kinds of communities they are," according to the student newspaper. He also emphasized his school had continued ROTC scholarships for transgender students. He's also issued statements on what to do if immigration agents come to campus and the announcement of a Trump travel ban.
Penalver said he was selective about when he issued statements at Seattle U., telling the campus community in March 2023 -- during the Biden administration -- that he would do so when an issue affects the university's capacity to conduct its educational mission, when it "directly and significantly impacts" members of the community or when the university can meaningfully and positively influence policy by making a statement.
He said he intends to continue that approach in D.C.
"I don't weigh in willy-nilly," he said. "When something calls for a response, when our community needs to know how we are addressing something that's out there, we must say something. But I am restrained and judicious and try not to pontificate or grandstand."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2025/10/15/georgetown-university-eduardo-penalver-president/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Local
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

      Technology

      Washington Post technology news.


      
        The layoff survival guide: What to do before, during and after
        Danielle Abril

        Losing your job can be stressful. But workers can do several things before, during and after layoffs to be prepared for their next stage.

      

      
        Got a Windows 11 PC? Get ready to talk to it.
        Chris Velazco

        Microsoft is pushing its Copilot AI assistant further into the limelight with Alexa-style voice interactions.

      

      
        Apple upgrades Vision Pro headset as competition heats up
        Chris Velazco

        The company's $3,499 headset just got a silicon brain transplant -- but it faces stiff competition.

      

      
        
          	
            Local
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Future of Work
The layoff survival guide: What to do before, during and after
Losing your job can be stressful. But workers can do several things before, during and after layoffs to be prepared for their next stage.

(Laura Padilla Castellanos/The Washington Post)


By Danielle Abril | 2025-10-16
The layoffs keep coming.
Companies have been laying off workers across the board this year including in the federal government, tech, media and other industries as a slowing economy continues to pressure companies' bottom lines.
This week, NBC laid off 150 workers, representing about 2 percent of its parent company's news group workforce. Amazon is reportedly planning to lay off 15 percent of its human resources staff. Amazon CEO Andy Jassy said in a June memo to employees that he expected to "reduce our total corporate workforce as we get efficiency gains from using AI." (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
Similarly, Salesforce cut 4,000 customer support roles as it implemented AI agents at the company, CEO Marc Benioff said in August on a podcast. Starbucks has cut 900 workers last month. Google, Oracle and Microsoft have also laid off workers in recent months.
"We're going to need to brace ourselves for a slowdown across the board," said John Anderson, a managing director of executive search firm Allegis Partners.
While losing a job is tough, here are things workers should keep in mind if they think their jobs could be on the chopping block.
The minute you get wind of a possible layoff, start readying your finances, medical needs and personal belongings.
If possible, cut back spending and save up three to six months of living expenses, said Christopher Kayes, the department of management chair at George Washington University School of Business. Familiarize yourself with your state's unemployment laws and federal rules on notification.
Understand your benefits, said Diana Brown, the head of people for fintech company Eco. If you have a flexible spending account, you may want to use funds before losing them in a layoff, she added. Make any health and dental appointments to use your coverage while you can.
Workers also might want to take home valuable personal items as they may not have access to the office after layoffs, Kayes said. That includes digital address books, correspondence or items workers may want to use for their portfolios, said Juliana Schroeder, an associate professor in the management of organizations group at the University of California at Berkeley's Haas School of Business. But be cautious: You could be in legal trouble if you take assets belonging to the company.
Keep your resume, professional profile and connections up-to-date, experts say.
"That's a great thing to do on a rainy day in general," said William Stonehouse, the president and co-founder of recruiting firm Crawford Thomas. "If a bomb were to go off, you can immediately apply."
Stonehouse also recommends workers join relevant job groups on social networks, and Schroeder suggests connecting with colleagues who may be affected by the layoffs. (Remember to keep conversations off company-owned services such as email and chats.) This can help create a support system for sharing resources, Schroeder said.
"You might find some people are already banding together," she said.
Connections often turn into jobs, Stonehouse said. So start conversations with people in your network who are employed by or know people at potential future employers. But do not make it public that you are looking for a job, he added.
Act as though you are always on the market, constantly considering backups, Schroeder said. If you are laid off, you can jump on known opportunities. Apply to new jobs before you're unemployed, Kayes said.
"It's going to take weeks or months to get hired," he said. "You want to get a head start."
Obtain and read through all layoff documents, experts say. That includes getting details like your last day and any other terms of the separation.
Ask your employer about health care, whether there is a severance package and what information will be communicated to potential future employers, Kayes said. Some companies also offer counseling or access to staffing agencies, Stonehouse said. If your employer doesn't offer outplacement support, check at local associations and community and government organizations as they may provide resources, Brown recommends.
Severance may also be negotiable -- from how long workers will be paid to when their benefits end. You can note how your package compares to others in your industry, Schroeder said, adding that "it's good to have data to back it up."
Before signing any official documents, workers may want to seek legal advice, especially if they think the decision was retaliatory, discriminatory or violates an employment agreement, said Jeffrey Siminoff, the senior vice president of workplace dignity at the nonprofit Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights. Document everything in case a legal issue arises later, Schroeder said.
Don't let emotions get the best of you, experts advise.
"A big mistake people make is they take it personally and have a poor reaction," Stonehouse said. "They risk burning a bridge."
Instead, remain courteous and professional. Focus on the tasks at hand, meet all deadlines, and don't violate any policies on the way out, Siminoff said, as that may interfere with benefits or severance.
A systematic layoff shouldn't hurt a worker's chance of getting hired, so don't jeopardize your future by mishandling the departure, Stonehouse said. You may run into your former supervisors and co-workers down the line.
Emotional recovery after losing a job may take days, weeks or even months, Kayes said, so give yourself permission and space to grieve.
"You lose a piece of your identity," he said. "There's an emotional toll to that."
Anderson suggests unplugging and turning to your support network. Maintaining the same schedule you had pre-layoff can help with some of the negative psychological effects, Kayes said. Get up at the same time, get dressed and continue with your workout routine.
Then strategize next steps, Stonehouse said. This may be a good time to consider whether you want to broaden your skills to jobs in other industries or if there's another career you might enjoy.
"It might be an opportunity versus a crisis," Stonehouse said.
Whatever you do, pause before posting volatile messages on social media, which may feel good in the moment but can cause problems later on, Siminoff said.
While you may have been quietly seeking other opportunities, it's time to go public.
Stonehouse suggests using the "open to work" setting on LinkedIn, signaling to recruiters that you are in the market. You can also share your resume on digital job boards and on social media posts. If you will still be on the company payroll for weeks or months, keep the job as your current employer on your resume, Anderson said. You can explain your situation during an interview.
"There's power in employment," he said. "Talking to people as an employed person ... gives additional cachet."
This is also a good time to ask former colleagues, managers or even a professional coach for help identifying your strengths and weaknesses, Brown said. You can then determine whether you need additional training.
If your next step is to get a new job, commit the bulk of your day to job hunting, several experts said. You also should file for unemployment and health care benefits if qualified.
Be open to change, Stonehouse and Kayes said. You may have skills applicable to positions you never considered.
"With more jobs being hybrid and remote, your options have expanded greatly," Stonehouse said.
Ahead of interviews, prepare a one-minute elevator pitch articulating what you're good at and where you can have impact, Brown said. Be prepared to discuss why you left or are leaving your company.
And brace yourself for rejection -- lots of it, Brown said. Depending on your industry and job, economic conditions might make your search challenging.
"Sometimes it's just an automated system [rejecting you]," she said. "Do not take it personally."
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What's New
Got a Windows 11 PC? Get ready to talk to it.
Microsoft is pushing its Copilot AI assistant further into the limelight with Alexa-style voice interactions.

(Microsoft)


By Chris Velazco | 2025-10-16
For years, you've typed and clicked on your computer. Pretty soon, you might spend more of your time talking to it.
On Thursday, Microsoft highlighted plans to make its Copilot AI assistant a more capable and helpful way to interact with our computers. For one, the company has started rolling out a feature for all Windows 11 PCs that lets you talk to your PC the way you would with a smart speaker: by uttering a wake-word -- in this case, "Hey, Copilot" -- and making a request out loud.
(Don't worry, it's not on by default -- you specifically have to flip the switch inside the Copilot app.)
That doesn't mean your keyboard and mouse's days are numbered, mind you. Yusuf Mehdi, Microsoft's consumer chief marketing officer, said voice will be a "profound" addition to the ways you already interact with computers, not a full-blown replacement.
"You're now easily able to talk to [Copilot] and get what you want," he said.
Microsoft's choice to push to make Copilot more accessible isn't just about making it easier to get answers from a chatbot. By fleshing out Copilot's ability to see what's on your screen, the company says you'll be able to use its AI assistant to perform certain tasks more easily.
One example the company showed off was the ability to ask Copilot how to enable a specific feature in Spotify's Windows app. After chewing on the spoken request for a moment, Copilot cheerfully chimed in by highlighting the specific setting on-screen that a user could toggle.
Yes, that means you may officially be relieved of tech support duty the next time you visit your parents over the holidays.
Other examples showed users asking Copilot to identify specific products that appeared in videos on-screen and asking for advice on how best to proceed inside video games being played.
These features offer a fascinating glimpse at a new mode of computing, where expertise feels less necessary to accomplish specific tasks. The catch? Not all of them are ready for the limelight yet; Microsoft says it plans to launch more sophisticated, "agentic" interactions -- like the ability to ask Copilot to organize different kinds of files on your computer or pull information from a handful of PDF files -- as experiments for early-access test users in the coming months.
This isn't the first time Microsoft has experimented with voice assistants built into its Windows operating systems. Early on in the lifespan of Windows 10, the company introduced its Cortana virtual assistant, named for the AI sidekick from the popular Halo series of video games.
It was useful enough for scheduling reminders and launching apps, but the feature never really took off, prompting the company to push it into the background a few years later.
Don't expect the same to happen this time. Microsoft's deep investment in its AI tools means it's much more likely to keep this new voice assistant around for the long haul -- even if you don't chat with it much to start.
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What's New
Apple upgrades Vision Pro headset as competition heats up
The company's $3,499 headset just got a silicon brain transplant -- but it faces stiff competition.

(Apple)


By Chris Velazco | 2025-10-16

(Apple)


Tepid consumer demand for its Vision Pro headset hasn't put a damper on Apple's face computer ambitions.
On Wednesday, the company unveiled a refreshed version of its $3,499 mixed-reality headset, packing a new M5 processor and claims of improved battery life.
The Vision Pro's M5 chip set should significantly boost the headset's performance compared to its 20-month-old predecessor, the company said. Apple claims web browsing will feel smoother, apps should load faster and visuals should appear crisper and more detailed.
This refreshed Vision Pro is rated for 21/2 hours of general use and three hours of video playback -- a 30-minute battery life improvement over the original model.
Apple's updated headset arrives in a moment of heightened interest in face computers, driven by some of the company's fiercest competitors such as Meta, Samsung and Google. But the big question is: Will these subtle changes help Apple's vision of modern computing find a bigger audience?
The Vision Pro hasn't achieved mass-market success, and, even though the company hasn't released sales data, the headset is unlikely to dethrone the iPhone as Apple's fan-favorite product -- or primary moneymaker -- anytime soon.
Part of that boils down to the company's firm stance on pricing, something Apple once reportedly tried to soften by developing a lower-cost version of the headset behind the scenes. But those plans appear to have taken a back seat in favor of a push to develop a pair of smart glasses, according to Bloomberg.
Apple didn't immediately respond to a request for comment.

With the M5 chip, the Vision Pro can increase the refresh rate for reduced motion blur when users look at their physical surroundings.


The battle to take over our faces has only gotten more heated.
In late September, Facebook parent Meta began selling its Ray-Ban Display glasses, a set of $799 frames packing a camera and a screen in one of its lenses. Rather than rely purely on voice commands, these glasses also come with a "neural" wristband that can translate the motion of a wearer's hand into commands for navigating menus and accessing features.
Project Moohan -- a similar mixed-reality headset built by Samsung and running Google's new "Android XR" operating system for headsets and smart glasses -- is also expected to launch next week, reportedly at around half the price of the Vision Pro.
Both of those devices also rely heavily on something Apple has spent the last few years struggling with: artificial intelligence.
Meta's AI assistant and Google's Gemini are woven deeply into those new devices, allowing wearers to make more personal or sophisticated requests for their chatty, head-worn gadgets to tackle.
That emphasis on AI could make interacting with some of these wearable devices a little easier and more intuitive. Apple offered little clarity on how it planned to further implement AI features in its headsets.
The updated headset will go on sale on Oct. 22, alongside a handful of additional new products -- including a new iPad Pro tablet and MacBook Pro laptop -- powered by the same M5 chip set, Apple said.
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        New English exam sidelines 6,000 truckers, testing U.S. supply chain
        Rachel  Hatzipanagos

        The Trump administration withheld $40 million in funding for California on Wednesday, saying the state was not enforcing an English-proficiency requirement for long-haul drivers.

      

      
        One of Alaska's biggest airlifts is now underway, after massive storm
        Leo Sands, Ben Noll, Josh Partlow

        The coastal villages of Kipnuk and Kwigillingok were among the worst hit after the remnants of Typhoon Halong triggered extreme winds and storm surge.

      

      
        The rat of the famed Chicago Rat Hole was almost certainly a squirrel
        Jonathan Edwards
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National
New English exam sidelines 6,000 truckers, testing U.S. supply chain
The Trump administration withheld $40 million in funding for California on Wednesday, saying the state was not enforcing an English-proficiency requirement for long-haul drivers.

Transportation Department rules put in place in May have affected thousands of commercial truck drivers. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Rachel  Hatzipanagos | 2025-10-16
Eli Soler recently added an element to his classes for would-be commercial truck drivers: a mock roadside English-proficiency test.
"How many hours have you driven? Where is this load going to?" Soler asks Spanish-speaking students while pretending to be a police officer.
Soler, who runs a Miami-based commercial driving school, wants his students to avoid the fate of thousands of commercial truckers who failed roadside English-proficiency tests.
Between June 1 and Monday, about 6,000 truckers were pulled off the road for English-language proficiency violations, according to a Washington Post analysis of Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration data.
On Wednesday, the Transportation Department announced it would withhold more than $40 million in funding to California, accusing the state of failing to comply with the new English-proficiency requirement. 
"California is the only state in the nation that refuses to ensure big rig drivers can read our road signs and communicate with law enforcement," Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy said in a statement.
The new rules were put in place in May by Duffy. The agency has said the test is needed to keep the roads safe, pointing to an August collision in Florida in which a commercial driver, Harjinder Singh, allegedly made an illegal U-turn, resulting in the death of three people. After the crash, Singh, 28, who was born in India, failed an English-language proficiency assessment, answering only two of 12 questions correctly, according to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, which has launched an investigation of the crash. Singh, who was charged with three counts of vehicular homicide, has pleaded not guilty.

Commercial truck driver Harjinder Singh is taken to an airplane in Stockton, California, on Aug. 21 by Florida Lt. Gov. Jay Collins (R) and law enforcement officers. (Benjamin Fanjoy/AP)


"Americans are a lot safer on roads alongside truckers who can understand and interpret our traffic signs," Duffy said in a statement after signing the May order.
But analysts say there is no data showing a correlation between English-proficiency and accidents involving commercial truck drivers. And industry leaders are concerned about a potential worker shortage if too many drivers are pulled from the roads. Some advocates worry that Latino drivers, who make up 15.3 percent of the industry, will be unfairly targeted by officers administering the tests and say they want more details about how and when they will be tested.
"English proficiency is such a subjective standard," said Brandon Wiseman, president of Trucksafe Consulting, which advises carriers on how to improve safety programs. "What one officer might think is proficient, another officer down the road might think is not proficient. That makes it tough."
The Transportation Department hasn't released the questions included in the roadside test, which are administered by state police. But industry experts say the test typically includes questions such as: Where are you going? What was your starting point?
Trucking schools like Soler's are rushing to prepare their students. "This is an industry that requires both skills, the English to communicate and the proficiency to drive equipment," said Soler, who emigrated from Cuba in 2009 and learned English to advance his career.
Tampa-based Trucking Services and Logistic has started offering an online class and selling textbooks that drivers can use to improve their English. The aim is to prepare drivers with basic greetings or key words they may need in emergency situations, said CEO Viviana Granados Diaz.
"We can't argue with regulations," Granados Diaz said. "We, as a company, think we are here to offer a solution for them."
Most drivers who don't speak fluent English are able to rely on GPS to safely navigate the roads, said David Sanchez, a 28-year-old driver based in Fort Worth. Sanchez, who was born in California but grew up in Mexico, said he learned English in high school after his family returned to the United States, and frequently practices with his wife, a native English speaker, but said he worries about older drivers who may have a harder time adapting.
"A big chunk of the industry is made up of Latino drivers who work really hard and safely, even if their English isn't perfect," Sanchez said.
"The young people are going to learn English pretty quick, but there are a lot of older drivers that have been trucking a long time who are probably going to lose their job," he said.
The English-proficiency exams have been given for years, but in 2016 the Obama administration loosened the rules, saying drivers who failed the tests would get a ticket rather than being pulled off the road. The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, an agency within Transportation, said at the time there was a lack of evidence tying a lack of English proficiency to trucker accidents.
Under the Trump administration's policy, drivers who fail the roadside English-proficiency exams are no longer allowed to operate a commercial truck until their issues are addressed. But industry officials say there isn't a clear process for drivers who want to return.
According to the FMCSA, most commercial crashes are caused by the driver falling asleep or otherwise becoming impaired. In a 2023 report, the FMCSA said an estimated 3.8 percent of commercial driver's license holders have limited English proficiency.

A truck driver sits at the Vega Truck Stop Punjabi Restaurant in Vega, Texas, in 2023. The business sells homemade Indian food from the Punjab region of India along Interstate 40. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


Still, the department is promising consequences for states that don't strictly enforce the English-proficiency rules, an effort that appears to align with the Trump administration's push to designate English as the official language of the U.S. In August, Duffy announced that California, Washington and New Mexico would lose federal funding if they didn't enforce the new proficiency requirements within 30 days.
Officials in Washington and New Mexico said they were complying with the rule. Washington "is still working diligently to implement this abrupt policy change," State Patrol Police Chief John R. Batiste wrote in a letter to the Transportation Department. New Mexico said it had  placed 97 drivers out of service since the rule was enacted.
This week, DOT announced California would lose funding related to its Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program, which helps states pay for roadside inspections among other things. "Let me be clear -- this is valuable money that should be going to the great men and women in California law enforcement, who we support," Duffy said in a statement.
California Highway Patrol didn't immediately return a call requesting comment.
As of Monday, California had pulled seven drivers off the road for failing roadside English-proficiency tests, according to The Post analysis of government data. In comparison, more than 500 drivers in Texas lost their ability to operate commercial trucks after failing the exams during that period.
In Laredo, Texas, one of the busiest ports for drivers coming from or going to Mexico, more than 90 percent of people speak Spanish at home, according to the Census Bureau. The new rules are "going to hurt a lot," said Adalberto Campero, CEO of trucking company Unimex, which has offices in Laredo and Pharr in Texas.
The English-proficiency test can be administered differently state by state, making it hard to prepare drivers if they are pulled over, Campero said.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers inspect a truck at the Laredo Port of Entry in Laredo, Texas, in January 2022. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


"It's going to cause a lot of singling out of Mexican individuals or individuals of Hispanic heritage, and maybe stereotyping," Campero said. Drivers are "scared now. They're threatened, they're intimidated ... because they feel like their livelihood could be taken away."
Pablo Rangel, 29, who lives in Reynosa, Mexico, and crosses the U.S. border frequently to make deliveries, said that while he speaks English pretty well, he questions whether the new measures are necessary.
"Most of our time is not spent having conversations," Rangel said. "So it's a little bit unfair to suddenly change those requirements and place proficiency in something that isn't part of our job."
Thousands of miles from the border, at a truck stop in Jessup, Maryland, this month, drivers showered and bought food. Tired-looking men wandered around the sleepy service center, and several could be heard speaking Spanish and other languages.
Abu Rakhmat, 28, sat in a massage chair, trying to relax before heading back on the road. Rakhmat, who immigrated to the  U.S. in 2019 from Belgium, speaks Uzbek, Russian, Arabic, French and English.
Rakhmat started driving professionally two months ago and said he can see both sides of the English-proficiency issue. There is a benefit to being able to speak English, especially in emergency situations, he said, but "not all non-English speakers are bad drivers."
"Some people who've been driving their whole lives don't speak English," Rakhmat said. "But they're way better than me at driving trucks."
Lydia Sidhom contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/10/16/commercial-trucker-drivers-english-proficiency-trump/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Weather
One of Alaska's biggest airlifts is now underway, after massive storm
The coastal villages of Kipnuk and Kwigillingok were among the worst hit after the remnants of Typhoon Halong triggered extreme winds and storm surge.

Alaska National Guard members arrive in Kotzebue, Alaska, on Monday. (Alaska National Guard/AP)


By Leo Sands, Ben Noll, Josh Partlow | 2025-10-16
Officials are evacuating hundreds of Alaskans after a powerful storm system hammered the state's western coast this week, in what the National Guard described as one of the largest airlifts in the state's recent history.
In the aftermath of Typhoon Halong, extreme winds toppled homes, and a storm surge flooded villages, triggering a sprawling multiagency rescue effort. The isolated villages of Kipnuk and Kwigillingok were the worst hit.

Hundreds are being evacuated from Alaska's western coast after the remnants of Typhoon Halong caused record flooding and destruction in remote villages.


Overnight, officials said, they evacuated 300 displaced people from a regional shelter that had reached capacity in Bethel, in western Alaska, about 400 miles to Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson in Anchorage.
Typhoon Halong was one of the strongest storms the region has experienced on record, picking up extra fuel from a record-breaking marine heat wave spanning the North Pacific Ocean as it raced toward Alaska. Winds gusted up to 107 mph as the storm pushed into western Alaska, causing water to pile up and push inland as a devastating storm surge -- reaching 6.6 feet in Kipnuk, nearly two feet above the previous record.
Coastal communities such as Kipnuk, located on a riverbank a few miles inland from the Bering Sea, have grown more vulnerable to these storms as the climate has warmed and sea ice has dwindled, according to Alaska climate experts. Melting permafrost that has contributed to widespread erosion and repeated floods have damaged infrastructure.
A 67-year-old woman was found dead, and two men, ages 71 and 41, were missing, the state's Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management said Wednesday, as it shifted from a search and rescue mission to a recovery effort. The agency said it was now focused on sheltering evacuees and restoring water, power and sanitation services to the devastated communities.
In a social media post overnight, Gov. Mike Dunleavy (R) said "we will do everything we can" to assist those affected. He said President Donald Trump "asked me to let Alaskans know he is monitoring the situation and more help is on the way."

A home rests on its roof after being knocked over in Kotlik, Alaska, on Sunday. (Adaline Pete/AP)


Beginning Tuesday, the Alaska Army National Guard deployed helicopters to evacuate residents from Kipnuk to Bethel, some 90 miles inland. On Wednesday, as Bethel's shelter reached capacity, the Guard said it began airlifting those in Bethel to Anchorage using a C17 carrier, capable of holding 300 people.
According to the Alaska Beacon, Lt. Col. Brendan Holbrook, commander of the Alaska Army National Guard's 207th Aviation Troop Command, said the remaining residents of Kipnuk and Kwigillingok would be evacuated from Bethel to Anchorage by Friday. In total, he said, 500 had been evacuated from the two villages.
No significant storms are expected to hamper recovery efforts through the weekend, although occasional showers and blustery winds are forecast. Temperatures will be in the 30s and 40s.
By Wednesday, as many as 2,000 people had been forced to leave after the storm left their homes in ruins, the American Red Cross said.
"Homes have been flooded, pushed off their foundations and, in some cases, swept entirely out to sea. The typhoon's remnants also damaged critical infrastructure including roads, communication lines and air and seaport facilities," it said. "This could be a prolonged relief operation lasting months as villages have been left inaccessible or unlivable as winter sets in."

Alaska Air National Guard rescuers in Kipnuk, Alaska, on Monday. (Defense Visual Information Distribution Service/AP)


The U.S. Coast Guard was also involved in rescue efforts. It said that crews from Air Station Kodiak rescued 18 people in Kwigillingok and 16 in Kipnuk, and that teams were responding to any marine pollution that may have resulted from the storm system.
In a news conference Monday, the Coast Guard commander for Western Alaska, Capt. Christopher Culpepper, recounted some of the devastation. "This took people into peril, where folks were swimming, floating, trying to find debris to hold onto in the cover of darkness," he said.
Last year, Rayna Paul, Kipnuk's environmental director, applied for two grants from the Environmental Protection Agency to address the erosion and flood damage from recent storms. The community of about 700 people flooded at least 30 times between 1979 and 2022, according to a report last year from the Alaska Division of Geological and Geophysical Sciences.
EPA officials visited to help develop a proposal, she said in an interview earlier this year, and the community was awarded $20 million to fortify a portion of the riverbank. The Trump administration later canceled that grant.
Paul could not be reached amid cellphone outages after the storm. But she had warned earlier this year of the consequences of not building up the community's flood defenses.
"We're going to lose some important infrastructure if they don't reinstate the funding," she said in March.
It remains unclear if the riprap fortifications could have lessened the damage from this weekend's storm, which brought a surge of water through the village.
"This is higher than the community has ever seen," said Nora Nieminski, coastal hazards program manager at the state Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys, who has studied Kipnuk's flood history.
While Nieminski said she couldn't speak directly to the consequences of not receiving the federal grant, she described this type of funding for coastline protection against storm surge as "tremendously important for the resilience of these communities moving forward."
"We have noticed trends of more impact by flooding just by tides, by increased storm activity, by more fall storms," she said. "Grants help build resilience in communities instead of simply now having to rebuild. Because Kipnuk is not Kipnuk anymore after this one."
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National
The rat of the famed Chicago Rat Hole was almost certainly a squirrel
Scientists published peer-reviewed research Wednesday that found the Chicago Rat Hole, a rodent imprint in a residential sidewalk, had nothing to do with a rat.

Coins and other items litter an impression in a Chicago sidewalk known as the Chicago Rat Hole last January. (Scott Olson/Getty Images) 


By Jonathan Edwards | 2025-10-16
The Chicago Rat Hole was the city's hottest new attraction last year. Tourists swarmed to a quiet residential neighborhood to see the decades-old imprint of a rodent pressed into sidewalk concrete. They lined up around the block at all hours to take photos. Pilgrims brought offerings: rat figurines, cheese, money and Malort. One guy proposed.
In the end, the Chicago Rat Hole was so popular that city officials tore out the concrete slab that housed it, hiding away something so beloved it had become a nuisance.
It turns out, all of it -- the adoration, the infatuation, the worship -- was based on a mistake.
Scientists say they have all but proved there was no rat involved in creating the Chicago Rat Hole. On Wednesday, researchers published an article in the peer-reviewed journal Biology Letters stating there's about a 98 percent chance it was a squirrel that fell into wet cement. Their work puts to rest decades of speculation and myriad theories about the unfortunate critter who, in an inauspicious moment lost to time, fell from above and splatted into wet cement.
"It completely excluded the brown rat," Michael Granatosky, a biology professor at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville, said Wednesday in an interview.
Watching the viral moment from afar, Granatosky was impressed by accounts of admirers' curiosity and well-reasoned theories about the Chicago Rat Hole's origin, which he described as a "really powerful use of the scientific method." He set out to prove whether a rat was the source as a way to show science can be fun and accessible.
"It's important to just find some joy occasionally," he said.
Granatosky and his team started with a long list of suspects: virtually every animal in Chicago. They excluded large swaths of the animal kingdom: species that don't have four similar limbs (birds and snakes) or tails (toads and frogs), quickly concluding their culprit was one of about three dozen mammals found in Chicago.
From there, they ruled out rarities (feral hogs, Mongolian jirds) and animals that are too big to make a rat-sized imprint, including deer, dogs, cats and beavers.
The imprint animal's most distinctive combination of features -- five claws on its hind paw with only four on the front and a relatively small "thumb" -- let researchers narrow the field to eight species, including the brown rat, eastern chipmunk, muskrat and several types of squirrels.
Unable to access the imprint itself, Granatosky and his team scoured the internet to find 25 clear images that included known objects like coins that allowed them to determine scale. They measured the length of six body parts, resulting in 75 "virtual specimens." They searched museums to collect and measure the same body parts on physical specimens, allowing for the fact that they didn't know the animal's age or sex. They fed the data into a computer, and using statistical analysis software, compared measurements and determined the probability of each species.
The result: The rat of the famed Chicago Rat Hole was almost certainly a squirrel. Although they demurred at definitively identifying a culprit, researchers listed their top three suspects: the Eastern gray squirrel, fox squirrel and muskrat.
Granatosky's research lends academic weight to a theory that's been floating around Chicago's Roscoe Village neighborhood for years. Days after the Chicago Rat Hole achieved viral fame, Cindy Nelson, who has lived across the street for nearly 30 years, said she had long suspected it was a squirrel. A "huge, old, beautiful" oak towered over the hole for years, but the tree eventually got sick, she said. After it was cut down, passersby examining the impression would look up at nothing but sky and grow visibly confused, a sentiment she understood.
"It's impossible for a rat to jump straight up -- vertical -- and drop in the middle," she said Wednesday.
The scientists noted the former tree in their study as evidence of their squirrel theory. They cited previous research examining squirrel skeletons that revealed the creatures fall from trees routinely.
"This risk is particularly pronounced for Eastern grey squirrels in urban centres, which are approximately 4.5 times more likely to have healed injuries compared to their rural counterparts," they wrote.
Armed with their findings, Granatosky and his team are pushing for the landmark to be renamed to something more accurate. In their paper, they suggested the "Windy City Sidewalk Squirrel," although in an interview, Granatosky conceded that it's not as catchy as the original.
"It just doesn't have the same flow," he said. Granatosky also noted that Chicagoans still call the city's tallest building "Sears Tower" even though it was renamed "Willis Tower" 16 years ago.
Winslow Dumaine, the artist and card game designer whose post on X in January 2024 brought viral fame to a few square inches of Chicago sidewalk, cackled at the suggestion of a new name for the animal imprint. There are several reasons the suggestion won't stick, he said: One, no one in Chicago refers to their home as "the Windy City." Two: The original has had nearly two years to ingrain itself in people's brains. Three: It just sounds cooler.
The Chicago Rat Hole isn't about the creature that made the indent; it's about the meaning people ascribe to it, Dumaine said. A rat is gritty, has an edge and survives, even if others are trying to kill it -- all concepts that Chicagoans identify with.
"It doesn't matter what rodent it was," Dumaine added. "Marilyn Monroe wasn't her real name, and she captured the hearts of the nation. The Chicago Rat Hole doesn't need to be made by a rat to do the same thing."
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National
Spotted lanternflies are threatening your wine
Spotted lanternflies have developed an appetite for grapevines, endangering Virginia's over $8 billion wine industry. The pests could reach California by 2033.

(The Washington Post)


By Hannah Dormido | 2025-10-16
If you needed another reason to crush those spotted lanternflies, here's one that may hit close to home: they're threatening your wine. The spotted insects have developed a taste for grapevines -- their favorite host after the tree of heaven.
This invasive species -- native to China, India, and Vietnam -- was first reported in the U.S. in 2014 and has become an agricultural pest in the northeast where its threatens Virginia's over $8 billion wine industry.
Nineteen states and D.C. are grappling with infestations, with further spread being reported in neighboring states.
Grapes were the top non-citrus fruit crop in 2024 valued at $6.2 billion, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. More than 70 percent of American grapes are used to make wine, the rest are consumed as fruit, raisins, juice and other by-products.
Doug Pfeiffer, fruit entomologist and professor at Virginia Tech first studied these insects from his home state of Virginia.
"Once it was in Pennsylvania, I knew that it was unlikely that they would eradicate it there," Pfeiffer said.
By January 2018, remnants of spotted lanternflies were discovered in Winchester, Virginia. Scientists suspect the insects hitchhiked on products imported from neighboring Pennsylvania.
"We found the eggs, we found dead adults, so it was probably there for at least a year. But when an insect first comes into new areas, it's hard to find, so it's easy to miss the real first individuals," Pfeiffer said.
In Virginia, lanternflies were first discovered at a truck stop at the intersection of U.S. Route 58 and I-77 in Wythe and Carroll counties. Lanternflies are known hitchhikers, attaching to motor vehicles and trains where they lay their eggs or jump off and attach themselves to the tree-lined routes where they find their preferred hosts.
"The railroad lines are a perfect storm, because not only are they hitchhiking on trains, but the rail beds are often lined with tree of heaven."
In Virginia there are 4,800 acres of vineyards and more than 250 wine producers,  according to a study by the National Association of American Wineries. Winemakers are facing their third consecutive year of infestations, according to Scott Spelbring, their director of winemaking and viticulture.
Reports of lanternflies surfaced in Central Virginia vineyards after Hurricane Helene, but none so far in the south, said AJ Greely of the Virginia Vineyards Association, citing a lack of data. Insects first appeared in 2022 at Bluemont Vineyard in Northern Virginia.
"They find a way to tap into it like a mosquito, and sort of manipulate the plant responses to prevent it from having a stress response," explained Drew Harner, assistant professor of viticulture at Virginia Tech. Normally, a plant would block the wound or kill the affected cells to stop sap loss, but lanternflies appear to circumvent those protective responses. Growers are forced to use more pesticides to counter the lanternfly spread, further driving up costs.
Left unmanaged, lanternflies are likely to continue spreading westward and establish in California by 2033. If these pests spread west, they could threaten California's $85 billion wine industry, which generates over a quarter of the nation's $323.5 billion total.
"Imagine the outrage the moment they find these in Napa," Spelbring said. "We are an agricultural region, but we're just a drop in the bucket compared to Washington State, Oregon and California."
Even if you don't live near a vineyard, you've likely seen more of these pests in recent weeks. They transition into adults between July and December, even showing up on weather radars.
According to Dr. Kathy Heinsohn, an entomologist at American Pest, the company saw an increase in lanternfly-specific residential services in the D.C., Maryland and Virginia -- from less than one-hundredth of a percent of their total services in 2024 to 4 percent as of October this year
Lanternflies live only one season: adults die with the first frost, but their eggs endure the winter. By late summer, they move into vineyards to feed and lay eggs -- just as Virginia's grape harvest begins.
Backed by federal funding, scientists are studying how to manage lanternflies without hurting beneficial insects. Vineyards primarily use pesticides, but scraping off egg masses from surfaces is also important. Volunteer activities like "Scrape for the Grape" in Loudoun County, Virginia, is in its second year and has removed millions of lanternfly eggs.
One way to slow the lanternfly's spread is removing the tree of heaven from your yard or neighborhood. Tree wraps and sticky circle wrap bands can be applied to tree trunks, but they also do pose a risk to other insects. Bats and birds are natural predators that are beginning to feed on the lanternflies.
Do you really need to stomp on them? Dr. Heinsohn says yes, and don't hesitate to do so.
"They should not be here. And they're causing the vineyards a lot of problems. They're causing landscaping and nursery owners a lot of problems. And they are going to cause problems for the lumber industry, too. So please, by all means, step on one and take it out!"
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        U.S. Special Operations helicopters near Venezuela expand Caribbean mission
        Alex Horton, Samuel Oakford

        U.S. Special Operations helicopters flew within 90 miles of Venezuelan territory, according to a Post analysis. Trump authorized CIA covert action inside the country.

      

      
        A music student sang protest songs in St. Petersburg. Then she was arrested.
        Mary Ilyushina

        The rare act of protest comes as Russia has cracked down on the arts, forcing out those who disagree with its war on Ukraine and quashing any acts of dissent.

      

      
        In Europe, hate speech isn't free speech. Some in D.C. hate that.
        Karla Adam, Kate Brady

        Debate is raging across Europe over whether governments have overreached in restricting hate speech, but criticism from President Trump is seen as hypocritical.

      

      
        India casts doubt as Trump says Modi pledged to stop buying Russian oil
        Pranshu Verma

        President Donald Trump said Prime Minister Narendra Modi had promised that India would stop buying Russian oil. However, India said it was "not aware" Trump and Modi had spoken at all.

      

      
        As dispute over hostages' bodies tests ceasefire, Israelis bury their dead
        Abbie Cheeseman, Louisa Loveluck, Heidi Levine

        Hamas says finding the bodies of 19 remaining hostages requires specialist equipment it does not have. Israel says failing to return them would violate ceasefire.

      

      
        Hamas took 251 hostages from Israel into Gaza. Where are they?
        Victoria Bisset, Julia Ledur, Leslie Shapiro, Maham Javaid

        We're tracking what happened to the hostages taken by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023, from Israel.

      

      
        Trump says he has authorized covert CIA action in Venezuela
        Warren Strobel, John Hudson, Karen DeYoung

        As the U.S. took one more menacing step against his government, Nicolas Maduro lashed out over what he called the CIA's record of regime change and coups d'etat.

      

      
        Hamas releases two more bodies but says return of others will be difficult
        Victoria Bisset

        Here's what to know about the hostages whose bodies have been returned to Israel -- or who remain in Gaza as pressure mounts on Hamas to turn them over.

      

      
        These countries no longer arm Israel. It's not making much difference.
        Cate Brown

        Two dozen countries have restricted or ended arms sales to Israel. But the impact has been limited -- and with the ceasefire, some could resume trade.

      

      
        Bessent says bailout for Argentina will double to boost U.S. influence in region
        Jacob Bogage, David J. Lynch, David Feliba

        The Trump administration is working to arrange private sector financing for Argentina that would double the total U.S. financial lifeline for the embattled Latin nation.

      

      
        Hamas reasserts control on streets of Gaza, turning guns on its rivals
        Gerry Shih, Ari Flanzraich, Hazem  Balousha

        Amid the ceasefire with Israel, Hamas is sending a message that it remains the only visible authority in Gaza, with huge implications for Trump's peace plan.
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National Security
U.S. Special Operations helicopters near Venezuela expand Caribbean mission
U.S. Special Operations helicopters flew within 90 miles of Venezuelan territory, according to a Post analysis. Trump authorized CIA covert action inside the country.

An MH-6 Little Bird helicopter flies over Tampa Bay, Florida, during a capabilities demonstration in May 2024. (Luke Sharrett/Getty Images)


By Alex Horton, Samuel Oakford | 2025-10-16
The U.S. military's elite Special Operations aviation unit appears to have flown in Caribbean waters less than 90 miles from the coast of Venezuela in recent days, according to a visual analysis by The Washington Post.
The helicopters were engaged in training exercises, according to a U.S. official, that could serve as preparation for expanded conflict against alleged drug traffickers, including potentially missions inside Venezuela.
The U.S. military has struck at least five boats allegedly carrying illegal narcotics in international waters, killing at least 27 people, according to U.S. officials, the last one occurring on Tuesday. President Donald Trump said Wednesday he had authorized the Central Intelligence Agency to conduct missions inside the country.
The U.S. has declared it is in "armed conflict" with drug traffickers, though lawmakers and legal experts have said the strikes are unlawful killings of people who are suspected criminals and not battlefield combatants.
Visuals that circulated on social media in early October appeared to show MH-6 Little Bird attack helicopters and MH-60 Black Hawks over open water near oil and gas platforms. A visual analysis of the platforms and visible terrain indicates the helicopters were flying off Trinidad's northeast coast, bringing them within 90 miles of several points along Venezuela's coastline.
The aircraft are likely operated by the 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment, said Mark Cancian, a senior adviser with the Center for Strategic and International Studies. The unit flies missions for commandos like Navy SEALs, Green Berets and Delta Force, and has gained renown for undertaking complex and dangerous operations such as the raid to kill Osama bin Laden in Pakistan.
The inclusion of Little Birds -- small attack aircraft designed to insert operators onto the ground and provide close air support -- suggests preparations for potential missions that could see U.S. boots on the ground, Cancian said.
The Black Hawks could be used in support, he added, carrying additional troops, combat search-and-rescue or other capabilities.
The helicopters were conducting training flights to keep proficient and provide options for Trump and the Pentagon in the ongoing missions in the region, a U.S. official said. The flights should not be taken as evidence of drills for a land assault into Venezuela, the official cautioned, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss ongoing operations.
The Pentagon did not address questions about the operations. "The Department will not respond to speculation about military operations based on analysis by 'experts,'" Pentagon press secretary Kingsley Wilson said.
Trinidad and Tobago's Minister of Homeland Security Roger Alexander did not respond to a request for comment.

A U.S. Navy SEAL jumps into Tampa Bay from an MH-60 Blackhawk helicopter during a capabilities demonstration in May 2024. (Luke Sharrett/Getty Images)


The MV Ocean Trader, a commercial vessel reconfigured into a stealthy floating Special Operations base, appears to have recently operated in the Caribbean and may have some relationship to the aircraft, experts said.
The ship can carry about 200 personnel, about 150 of whom are dedicated to special missions, said Bradley Martin, a senior policy researcher at the Rand Corporation and former Navy surface warfare captain. It can hold multiple aircraft, Martin said, including potentially the numerous helicopters shown in the video. It also can provide refueling and maintenance services, he said.
Satellite imagery from Sept. 25 showed a ship matching the length and visual composition of the MV Ocean Trader docked at St. Croix in the U.S. Virgin Islands. On Oct. 6, satellite imagery appeared to show the same ship operating in the Caribbean just over 40 miles east of Trinidad -- within a few dozen miles from where the helicopters were filmed.
About a tenth of all deployed U.S. naval power is in the region, a "seismic" reordering of assets, analysts have said, including a submarine, a fleet of destroyers and F-35 fighters mobilized in Puerto Rico.
The U.S. also dispatched numerous C-17 Globemaster large transportation aircraft to St. Croix in recent weeks, according to flight records, including flights that landed while the Ocean Trader was in port there. Those flights showed departures from various U.S. bases, including Fort Campbell in Kentucky, where 160th is headquartered and keeps its Little Birds, according to the Army.
Venezuela has robust air-defense systems, which could pose a threat to U.S. aircraft.
Caracas uses Russian-made systems, including long-range S-300 missile launchers and other weapons that are difficult to track because they can be easily moved, Cancian said. Such systems do not pose much of a threat to U.S. helicopters when they are operating in the sea, he said. But short-range shoulder-launched weapons like the SA-24 -- which can detect heat signatures from helicopter turbine engines -- and the country's fleet of antiaircraft guns are particularly vexing should the aircraft cross into Venezuelan overland territory.
"These are arguably the most dangerous because they are so hard to find and could ambush helicopters passing overhead," Cancian said.
A bipartisan measure to block the Trump administration's lethal strikes on alleged Venezuelan drug traffickers fell short in the Senate last week, a failure of lawmakers to assert their constitutional role in deciding if and how the U.S. enters a war.
Military officials in multiple classified briefings have not definitively identified the victims or explained why the military is using deadly force rather than the long-standing protocol of interdicting vessels at sea, Democratic lawmakers have said.
Samantha Schmidt in Bogota, Javier Zarracina and Andrew Ba Tran in Washington contributed to this report.
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Europe
A music student sang protest songs in St. Petersburg. Then she was arrested.
The rare act of protest comes as Russia has cracked down on the arts, forcing out those who disagree with its war on Ukraine and quashing any acts of dissent.

Diana Loginova, an 18-year-old street musician performing under the name Naoko, who was detained after publicly singing a song banned by the government as "extremist" in front of a crowd of fans, sits in a courtroom before a hearing in St. Petersburg on Thursday. (Anton Vaganov/Reuters)


By Mary Ilyushina | 2025-10-16
In a rare and almost unthinkable act of defiance in today's Russia, a small crowd of young people gathered in central St. Petersburg to sing anti-war and anti-Kremlin songs, led by 18-year-old performer Diana Loginova.
Her band, Stoptime, began holding street concerts in President Vladimir Putin's hometown late this summer, performing almost daily music by exiled artists such as Monetochka and Noize MC -- musicians who fled the country after the invasion of Ukraine and were branded foreign agents. In recent weeks, Loginova's videos went viral, drawing hundreds of messages of support from anti-war Russians on her Instagram page.
Finally authorities had enough, and Loginova was detained on Tuesday. Two days later a St. Petersburg court sentenced her to 13 days in jail for "public disorder." Police said her impromptu concert Saturday near a metro station drew about 70 people and "resulted in negative consequences," including disrupting pedestrian traffic.
Local media had previously reported she might also face charges under Russia's sweeping "discrediting the army" laws used to silence anti-war voices. Those charges would have carried a more severe punishment, including possible years of imprisonment.
The detention of Stoptime members is latest in a string of rulings and proceedings against Russians who oppose Putin that have continued throughout the war in Ukraine. Earlier this week, the country's security service, the FSB, accused exiled Kremlin critic Mikhail Khodorkovsky along with other prominent opposition figures of creating a "terrorist organization" and of plotting to violently seize power in Russia.
Loginova, a student at a music academy who performs under the stage name Naoko, was detained along with her two bandmates, who are still awaiting trial. During the band's street performances, Loginova sang songs with pointed lyrics such as "Uncle Volodya, tighten the screws!" -- a thinly veiled reference to Putin (Volodya being a diminutive of Vladimir). Their set list also included "Swan Lake" by rapper Noize MC, a track that calls for Putin to step down after nearly a quarter-century in power.
"In thirty years or so kids in school will be studying these lyrics as 'anti-war poetry of the 2020s,'" one comment on Naoko's page read.
The public performance of "Swan Lake" was denounced by a member of Putin's Human Rights Council, Marina Akhmedova, who wrote an impassioned condemnation of the singer.
"If they had been in the Kursk region during the Ukrainian offensive, they would have sh-t themselves with fear. If they had been in Belgorod, where hundreds of drones are flying, they would have realized how pathetic they are," Akhmedova wrote in her Telegram blog. "They are pathetic even now, jumping and singing stupid quatrains after a traitor who simply has no past, no future, no present."

People walk past a street market where T-shirts depicting Russian President Vladimir Putin are sold in St. Petersburg on Wednesday. (Anatoly Maltsev/EPA/Shutterstock)


Since the full-scale invasion of Ukraine nearly four years ago, the Russian state has poured a lot of effort into sanitizing mainstream culture, pushing it into a narrow patriotic niche where political statements that differ from the Kremlin's views are persecuted.
Musicians, actors and writers who oppose the war have been driven into exile or silence, while those who remain in Russia are pressured to infuse their work with state-approved fervor. Artists who champion the Kremlin's line are rewarded with visibility and wealth: Films and songs that glorify the army or extol patriotic values receive lavish state funding. Securing a stage for a dissenting voice has become almost impossible -- making Stoptime's street performances all the more extraordinary.
"I feel a lot of pain and fear for these kids, they gather hundreds of people around them and bring music and freedom into this world, not violence and war, and it should not be a crime," exiled singer Monetochka wrote on her Instagram. She added that the band had performed her song "You are a Soldier," and it was featured in the case against it.
"I am ever more worried about my listeners in Russia and I ask you to prioritize your security," Monetochka added. "And those who are not afraid of anything and sing so loud -- you are my heroes, there is no one cooler than you. I wouldn't be able to do the same."
The FSB said on Tuesday it was investigating nearly two dozen people as part of its case against Khodorkovsky, including dissident and Washington Post contributing columnist Vladimir Kara-Murza, former world chess champion Garry Kasparov, and economists Sergei Aleksashenko and Sergei Guriev, all members of the Anti-War Committee of Russia.
The statement came shortly after the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) adopted a resolution to establish a "Platform for Dialogue with Russian Democratic Forces."
The platform will serve as a forum for dialogue between the assembly and Russian democratic forces on shared concerns, including "visas and residence permits, cultural cooperation, academic and student exchanges, the rights of Russian-speaking residents of Europe, support for independent media, political discussions, and other areas of shared interest."
"There are enemies of the country within the country, there are enemies of the country abroad, they are engaged in hostile activities, and our special department takes the necessary measures, those that it deems appropriate," Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov said in a briefing of the FSB decision.
Khodorkovsky, a 1990s-era oil tycoon who fell afoul of Putin and now lives in exile as a key funder of the opposition, said on X that the FSB's accusations "are obviously false and patently absurd" but "demonstrate that our efforts have clearly hit a raw nerve with Putin."
In early October, police detained writer and food historian Pavel Syutkin, accusing him of spreading "fakes" about the Russian military. Syutkin, the author of several books on the history of Russian and Soviet cuisine seen through the hardships of ordinary people, has repeatedly spoken out against the war in Ukraine but continued to live and work in Russia and became the target of several denunciations from pro-war military bloggers.
Syutkin has been placed in a pretrial detention center where he will await court hearings. He is facing up to 10 years in prison.
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Europe
In Europe, hate speech isn't free speech. Some in D.C. hate that. 
Debate is raging across Europe over whether governments have overreached in restricting hate speech, but criticism from President Trump is seen as hypocritical. 

People march across Westminster Bridge in London on Saturday during a pro-Palestinian rally. (Tolga Akmen/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Karla Adam, Kate Brady | 2025-10-16
LONDON -- President Donald Trump claimed that Europeans are losing their "wonderful right of freedom of speech." Elon Musk told a far-right rally in London that Britons are "scared to exercise their free speech." And Vice President JD Vance warned that U.S. troops stationed in Germany could be jailed for a "mean tweet."
Amid such attacks by Trump and his allies, many in Europe scoffed. This is a continent where pluralistic, parliamentary democracy is the norm, rule of law is sacred, human rights are respected deeply, and cherished personal liberties are balanced against society's broader welfare, including protection of minorities against hate.
The eye-rolling was all the more pronounced given Trump's apparent hypocrisy -- with his glee over Jimmy Kimmel's temporary suspension, his swiftly dismissed $15 billion defamation suit against the New York Times, and the efforts by his administration to control reporters who cover the Pentagon and to prosecute political foes.
But behind Washington's finger-pointing lies a difficult debate that is roiling many European countries: Have governments gone too far in curbing free expression when it comes to hate speech and intentional misinformation -- including political propaganda and election meddling by foreign adversaries -- or have they built more responsible tools to safeguard democracy?
Across Europe, the boundaries of expression are being tested on issues such as Palestine, transgender rights, religion, immigration and more. Social media has supercharged the tension, as have new restrictions on protests.
In Britain, Lucy Connolly, a former home day care provider, was sentenced to 31 months in prison for a social media post during the Southport riots in 2024, when false rumors spread that asylum seekers were responsible for killing three girls. Connolly's post -- "set fire to all the [expletive] hotels full of the bastards" -- was viewed more than 300,000 times before deletion. She pleaded guilty to intending to stir up racial hatred, but even some critics of her language said the punishment seemed disproportionate.
Irish comedy writer Graham Linehan was arrested on suspicion of inciting violence after writing that if a transgender woman is in a "female-only space," then people should "make a scene, call the cops and if all else fails, punch him in the balls." His arrest, by five officers at Heathrow Airport, sparked a debate over whether the laws need reform or whether police should reduce the resources allocated to nonviolent speech-related offenses.
A freedom of information request by the Times of London found that police in England and Wales made 12,000 arrests in 2023 for online communications -- over 30 a day. That same year, 1,119 people were sentenced for such offenses.
Jacob Rowbottom, a free speech expert at Oxford University, said the figures should be treated with caution. With no detail on the communications, arrests could involve anything from nuisance phone calls to abusive WhatsApp messages to violent death threats.

Demonstrators scuffle with police in London on Oct. 2 as they protest the Israeli interception of a Gaza-bound flotilla carrying aid. (Jack Taylor/Reuters)


Unease at protests has been spreading. Since the Israel-Gaza war, more than 1,900 people in the United Kingdom have been arrested at pro-Palestinian events (the majority for supporting an outlawed group). In Berlin, activist Iris Hefets was detained for holding a sign reading: "As a Jew and Israeli, stop the genocide in Gaza."
Meanwhile, a German regional public broadcaster, NDR, dropped presenter Julia Ruhs after colleagues accused her team of bias in a series focusing on controversial social issues, including migration. Conservatives denounced her removal.
In France, a clash between two of the country's ideological pillars -- liberty and secularity -- broke out with burkini bans in 2016, when several French mayors prohibited the full-body swimsuit favored by some Muslim women. The Conseil d'Etat, France's top administrative court, struck down the bans, ruling they unjustifiably infringed on fundamental freedoms.
Understanding the divide starts with understanding the law.
Among developed democracies, the United States stands virtually alone in its extreme approach to the protection of free speech. The First Amendment shields even the most hateful or inflammatory statements, unless they directly and intentionally aim to incite imminent violence -- a high bar known as the "Brandenburg test" established by the Supreme Court in 1969.
"America is the outlier," said Gavin Phillipson, a law professor at the University of Bristol. "The First Amendment is a distinctive and unique approach to freedom of speech that isn't shared by any other liberal democracy."

People in Chicago's Brighton Park neighborhood on Oct. 4 protest after federal agents shot a woman during immigration enforcement operations. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Germany, by contrast, emerged from World War II with the opposite impulse. Scarred by its Nazi past, it built safeguards to constrain extremism before it metastasizes. Article 5 of the country's Basic Law guarantees free expression but limits it when it infringes on others' rights, such as in defamation or hate speech. Holocaust denial and Nazi propaganda remain criminal offenses.
Ursula Haverbeck, known as the "Nazi grandma," was fined on multiple occasions for public statements minimizing or denying the Holocaust, which she called "the biggest and most persistent lie in history." Haverbeck served more than two years in prison before her death last year at the age of 96.
Richard Traunmuller, a political scientist at the University of Mannheim, said Germany's rules had tightened in recent years, always "based on the desire to combat right-wing extremism."
Traunmuller pointed out that Germany's domestic intelligence agency has the far-right Alternative for Germany party, or AfD, under surveillance. He said "there is now also a debate about banning the AfD, which is notable in a democracy."
"Some of the developments in Germany right now are, in my opinion, no longer liberal," he said. "It's already restrictive."
Other European democracies fall in the middle. The laws of European nations -- and the treaties that govern the European Union -- allow more balancing between speech and other rights than in the United States. Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights protects expression, but it is a "qualified right" with permitted restrictions.
Many European countries outlaw hate speech targeting racial, religious or other groups.
Jeffrey Howard, a free speech scholar at University College London, said the transatlantic differences reflect "reasonable disagreement about exactly how to draw the lines."
The American view, he noted, is that harmful speech is best countered with more speech. Skeptics argue this ideal breaks down when people are confined to online echo chambers. "These issues are genuinely complicated -- it isn't 'Americans for' and 'Europeans against' free speech," Howard said. "They've just drawn the lines differently."

Supporters of the far-right Alternative for Germany party wave flags at a campaign rally in Berlin on Feb. 22. (Christian Mang/Reuters)


Across the continent, populists have turned free speech into a rallying cry. In Britain, Nigel Farage, leader of the Reform UK Party, likened Britain to North Korea during a U.S. congressional hearing on European "threats to U.S. free speech."
In Italy, Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni casts herself as a defender against "cancel culture." In Germany, the AfD insists state surveillance amounts to political censorship.
Traunmuller said the unease over expression can help to fuel those very movements. "We know that there are certain issues that citizens feel they can no longer talk about and that's closely linked to right-wing populism," he said. "And that issue is immigration."
Analysts warn that this populist framing is often political tool rather than a principled defense of expression.
In her book "Hate Speech and the European Court of Human Rights," Natalie Alkiviadou, a researcher affiliated with the Future of Free Speech, a think tank based at Vanderbilt University in Tennessee, argues that Europe's top human rights court has sent mixed signals on free expression.
Alkiviadou points to the 1976 case Handyside v. United Kingdom, which affirmed that free expression covers ideas that "offend, shock or disturb," but notes later cases, such as the 2009 Belgian ruling against anti-Islam leaflets, suggest a lower tolerance for offense.
She doesn't argue for copying America's First Amendment and instead emphasizes Europe's distinct historical context; its memory of fascism and genocide has contributed to a lower tolerance for hate speech. But her book urges the court to "recalibrate" its hate-speech rulings around a high threshold of harm. "Only the most harmful expressions," she wrote, should "fall outside of the protection of Article 10."

Police arrest a protester outside the High Court in London on July 4. (Andy Rain/EPA/Shutterstock)


British scholars, meanwhile, make a similar case for greater precision in speech laws. Section 127 of the 2003 Communications Act makes it a crime to send a "grossly offensive" message -- a provision drafted in the age of text messages that critics say is too vague and allows arbitrary enforcement.
Others see a broader shift in online culture. "There's much more of a free-for-all on X than there used to be," said Phillipson, referring to the social media platform formerly known as Twitter, which banned Trump after the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol. Musk then purchased it in 2022, pledging to restore Trump's account.
"That's how Musk wanted it, a more absolutist approach to free speech," Phillipson said. "So, more offensive content is sitting there to be seen and reported to police."
Germany's Network Enforcement Act, superseded by the E.U.'s Digital Services Act (DSA), required social media companies to remove illegal content -- like Holocaust denial -- within 24 hours or face fines of up to 50 million euros. While the law targeted platforms, individuals posting illegal content could also be fined or imprisoned on the legal grounds of incitement, for example. Those convicted can face up to five years in prison or hefty fines.
The DSA now provides a broader framework for platform accountability, content moderation, and transparency across the European Union. But, observers say, it leaves gray zones around disinformation and harmful content.
"That lack of clarity could lead to subjective enforcement, where even legitimate opinions risk being restricted," said Sophie Achermann, director of the Zurich-based Public Discourse Foundation. "The idea is not to ban 'mean tweets' or unpopular opinions but to ensure that moderation is fair and proportionate."
"Protecting freedom of speech means protecting it for opinions we disagree with," she added.

Donald Trump says he defends free speech, but many Europeans say he's a hypocrite with his actions. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


For many Europeans, lecturing by Americans, especially Trump, seems hypocritical. From Trump's defamation suits to his attacks on the press, the U.S. is not seen as a model of tolerance.
"At present, the U.S. no longer seems to be the champion of free speech," said Denis Friess, a political scientist at Dusseldorf's Heinrich Heine University.
Friess pointed to high-profile cases in the U.S. -- including the Kimmel suspension, which sparked extensive debate about media control and censorship, as well as the exclusion of dissenting voices from news conferences -- as signs of an erosion in American norms.
"I find that far more problematic than having general rules about what can and cannot be said," Friess said. "In that sense, I'd actually say Germany is on a better path."
Eric Heinze, a free speech expert at Queen Mary University of London, said Europe has its faults but some critiques from America ring hallow. "Certainly, there are problems" in Europe, he said. "But calling on people to inform on their colleagues if they said anything amiss about Charlie Kirk? That is not the stance of someone who values free speech. Far from it."
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Asia
India casts doubt as Trump says Modi pledged to stop buying Russian oil
President Donald Trump said Prime Minister Narendra Modi had promised that India would stop buying Russian oil. However, India said it was "not aware" Trump and Modi had spoken at all. 

A gas station attendant refuels a motorcycle in Kolkata, India, on June 25. (Debajyoti Chakraborty/AFP/Getty Images)


By Pranshu Verma | 2025-10-16
NEW DELHI -- Indian officials said Thursday they were "not aware" of any conversation between President Donald Trump and Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday, appearing to contradict a claim by the American president that he had just secured a pledge from his Indian counterpart to stop buying Russian oil.
Modi "assured me today that they will not be buying oil from Russia," Trump told reporters in the Oval Office on Wednesday, which would have amounted to a significant concession from New Delhi on a central sticking point in the countries' long-running and contentious trade negotiations.
Hours later, however, Randhir Jaiswal, a spokesman for India's Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), said in a news conference that he had no knowledge of any new conversation between the two leaders.
In an statement earlier that day, the MEA did not directly address the question of Russian oil, saying that its priority was "to safeguard the interests of the Indian consumer in a volatile energy scenario" and that "our import policies are guided entirely by this objective."
The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment. In an automated reply, it said staffing shortages from the government shutdown could lead to delayed responses.
Indian negotiators have previously told the Trump administration in private that they would be willing to cut back on oil purchases from Moscow, but couldn't announce it publicly for fear of domestic political backlash.
The dispute over Russian crude has driven U.S.-India relations to their lowest point in decades. Despite more positive signals from both sides in recent weeks, the confusion Thursday appeared to be another example of a relationship beset by mutual misunderstanding.
India bought only small amounts of oil from Russia before the war in Ukraine. But since 2023, New Delhi has been the top purchaser of Russian seaborne crude oil -- lured by discounted prices and encouraged to buy the commodity by Western nations concerned about instability in world energy markets.
In August, as trade talks between the countries stalled, Trump doubled tariffs on India to 50 percent -- among the highest rates in the world -- calling it a penalty for the country's Russian oil buys. India described the move as "unfair, unjustified and unreasonable," and said its oil purchases were "based on market factors."
In September, The Post reported that Trump told U.S. negotiators he would not approve a trade agreement with New Delhi unless it slashed oil purchases from Russia. White House advisers took an increasingly hostile tone toward America's longtime South Asian partner, accusing India of being a "laundromat for the Kremlin" and characterizing Russia's conflict with Ukraine as "Modi's war."

Smoke rises from the Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Limited refinery in Katipalla, India, on Sept. 5. (Abhishek Chinnappa/Getty Images)


On Wednesday, Trump reiterated that the U.S. was "not happy" with Modi for buying oil from Moscow, which he said "lets Russia continue on with this ridiculous war." Modi's alleged pledge was a "big stop," Trump said, adding that he now had to get China -- Russia's largest oil customer -- "to do the same thing."
Modi's office did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The two leaders last appeared to speak on Oct. 9. Modi "congratulated" Trump on the Gaza peace plan, "reviewed the good progress achieved in trade negotiations," and said they would stay in close touch over the coming weeks, according to a statement from the Indian side. The White House did not release its own readout of the call.
Sergio Gor, the newly confirmed U.S. ambassador to India, also held meetings with Modi and other Indian officials over the last week. "I'm confident that his tenure will further strengthen the India-US Comprehensive Global Strategic Partnership," Modi posted on X, alongside a framed photo of himself and Trump in a joint news conference at the White House.
India "is not too weak" and "not too powerful," said Happymon Jacob, founder of the Council for Strategic and Defense Research, a nonpartisan think tank in New Delhi. It's "behaving like a typical middle power, trying to not bow down [and] not bend the knee in front of Trump and, at the same time, not going overboard."
India's top buyer of Russian oil, the Reliance Industries conglomerate owned by billionaire and Modi ally Mukesh Ambani, bought $33 billion of the commodity since the war in Ukraine started, accounting for roughly 8 percent of Moscow's crude sales over that period, The Post found. For months, the Modi government has defended the purchases as central to its global energy strategy.
Trump said India won't be able to wind down its purchases of Russian oil "immediately," and added that "it's a little bit of a process, but the process is going to be over with soon."
In India, Trump's comments stirred criticism from Modi's critics, who painted the Indian leader as "frightened" of the U.S. president.
"Mr. Modi appears to have outsourced key decisions to America," Jairam Ramesh, a spokesperson for India's main opposition party said in a post on X, adding that the prime minister's stature had "shrunk and shrivelled."
Isaac Arnsdorf in Washington and Supriya Kumar contributed to this report.
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Middle East conflict
As dispute over hostages' bodies tests ceasefire, Israelis bury their dead
Hamas says finding the bodies of 19 remaining hostages requires specialist equipment it does not have. Israel says failing to return them would violate ceasefire. 




By Abbie Cheeseman, Louisa Loveluck, Heidi Levine | 2025-10-16

Drone footage from Oct. 15 shows entire neighborhoods in Gaza City reduced to rubble.


Israel identified the bodies of two more hostages Thursday, the Israeli military confirmed, after their remains were released from captivity in Gaza as part of a fragile U.S.-backed ceasefire agreement.
The military wing of Hamas said late Wednesday that it had handed over the final remains of the deceased hostages it has found amid the vast destruction of Gaza. Of the 28 bodies held there before the ceasefire came into effect, nine have been returned to Israel. No more are likely to be found until specialized recovery equipment enters Gaza, the group said.
The dispute over hostage returns has raged all week: Israel says Hamas is holding back bodies and violating the ceasefire agreement, but Hamas, and two senior U.S. advisers, say the low number of bodies returned reflects the reality of the complex situation on the ground -- one that was expected when the deal was signed.
The argument underscores the fragility of the ceasefire as Israel threatens to return to fighting just days after President Donald Trump toured the Middle East celebrating the idea that his U.S.-backed peace plan had created a new "dawn" in a region scarred by violence.
Hamas handed over two more coffins to the International Committee of the Red Cross on Wednesday evening, bringing the total number of remains transferred to Israel to 10. One of the bodies handed over on Tuesday, Israel said, was found not to have been one of the hostages after DNA testing. The latest two handed over were identified as Inbar Hayman, who the IDF said was abducted at the Nova music festival, and Sgt. Maj. Muhammad al-Atrash, who it said was killed in combat on Oct. 7, 2023, and his body taken captive.
In a statement shortly after the last release, Hamas said it had "fulfilled its commitment to the agreement by handing over all living Israeli prisoners in its custody, as well as the corpses it could access." To find and access the remains of the other 19 hostages would require specialized equipment for their extraction, it said, to which they are "exerting great effort."
Shortly after, Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz said he had ordered Israel Defense Forces to draw up a plan to defeat Hamas "should the group refuse to implement President Trump's plan and fighting need to be resumed."
In Israel, the days since the surviving hostages came home have been marbled with relief, but also with anguish. On social media, short videos have shown the emotional reunions with loved ones; in Jerusalem, large posters thank Trump for his role in making them happen.
But for families of the slain hostages, the week has been a time, at long last, for funerals. On Wednesday night at Mount Herzl military cemetery, the body of Capt. Daniel Peretz was laid to rest. In the crowd for the solemn ceremony was Matan Angrest, who had served under Peretz's command, before being taken captive too, until his release Monday.
"Parents should not be burying a child, and the grandparents should not be burying a grandchild," Peretz's grandmother told mourners from the podium. To the slain soldier, she said, "You are in our hearts forever."

Family members mourn during the funeral for Capt. Daniel Peretz at Mount Herzl military cemetery in Jerusalem on Wednesday. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post) 


In a briefing with reporters on Wednesday night, the two senior U.S. advisers said Washington has been pushing Israel for any intelligence it has on where in Gaza the bodies could be located and passing that information to Hamas through mediators.
"You have to understand the complexity of the conditions on the ground. ... The entire Gaza Strip has been pulverized," one said. "Under all that debris, there's a lot of bodies." Turkish search and rescue teams would be entering Gaza, the advisers said, to help locate the bodies.
Speaking about accusations of ceasefire violations, one adviser said they had heard claims "Hamas had violated" the plan by not immediately returning all of the bodies within the 72-hour deadline, which expired on Monday afternoon. "The understanding we had with them was that we would get all of those alive. They did honor that," they continued. That deadline for all of the remains "would have been almost impossible," one adviser said, "even if they knew where the bodies are."
Under the terms of the agreement signed in Sharm el-Sheikh last week, while Hamas was required to turn over all 48 living and deceased hostages -- within 72 hours of a partial withdrawal of Israeli forces inside Gaza -- a clause was written in that an information sharing mechanism would be established to exchange intelligence on the remains that could not be found within that time frame.
All 20 living hostages were released from captivity by Hamas and its allied factions in Gaza on Monday as almost 2,000 Palestinian detainees and prisoners were freed from Israeli jails in return -- most of them Gazans who had been taken by Israeli forces since Oct. 7, 2023 and held without charge.
Karen DeYoung contributed to this report.
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Hamas took 251 hostages from Israel into Gaza. Where are they?
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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Intelligence
Trump says he has authorized covert CIA action in Venezuela
As the U.S. took one more menacing step against his government, Nicolas Maduro lashed out over what he called the CIA's record of regime change and coups d'etat.

President Donald Trump speaks during a news conference in the Oval Office on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Warren Strobel, John Hudson, Karen DeYoung | 2025-10-16
President Donald Trump said Wednesday that he had authorized the Central Intelligence Agency to conduct operations in Venezuela, markedly escalating U.S. pressure on President Nicolas Maduro amid a string of lethal strikes against alleged drug trafficking boats in Caribbean waters off that country's coast.
Trump declined to say whether he had authorized the CIA to overthrow Maduro, a step some of his top national security aides have urged. "I think Venezuela's feeling the heat," he said at a White House news conference.
The president was asked about reports that he signed a highly classified document, known as a "finding," that allows the CIA to conduct covert operations in foreign countries, ranging from clandestine information operations to training guerrilla opposition forces and conducting lethal strikes. Trump's order was reported earlier by the New York Times. The details of the new authorities now available to the CIA remain unclear.
But people familiar with the matter said the spy agency has surged personnel to the Caribbean and Central America as part of the Trump administration's move against Western Hemisphere drug cartels. They are there to collect intelligence, not conduct armed operations, said the people, who like some others spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters. CIA surveillance drones are also prowling the skies above Mexico, searching for labs that make the deadly drug fentanyl, they said.
In a televised speech Wednesday, Maduro denounced what he described as the CIA's record of regime change and coups d'etat in countries in Latin America, the Middle East and elsewhere. "How long will the CIA continue to carry on with its coups? Latin America doesn't want them, doesn't need them and repudiates them," he said.
Venezuela's Foreign Ministry reacted with "extreme alarm" to Trump's announcement, calling it "a grave violation of international law and the United Nations Charter." In a statement Wednesday, the ministry also denounced the U.S. operations in the Caribbean, which it said "constitute a policy of aggression, threats, and harassment against Venezuela." It also accused Trump of trying to legitimize a "regime change" operation to seize Venezuela's oil resources. The ministry said it would bring a complaint before the U.N. Security Council on Thursday.
Trump's top national security advisers have feuded bitterly over Venezuela policy, and whether to seek the overthrow of Maduro, whom Washington accuses of stealing last year's Venezuelan presidential election. That course is favored by Secretary of State Marco Rubio and CIA Director John Ratcliffe, one of the people said. In August, Attorney General Pam Bondi doubled a bounty for information leading to the arrest of Maduro to $50 million, calling him a "threat to our national security."
Trump has made no final decision on using force to overthrow the Venezuelan leader, one person familiar with the matter said.
But Trump acknowledged he is considering military strikes against land-based targets in Venezuela. "We are certainly looking at land now because we've got the sea under control," he said.
The White House and the CIA declined to comment on the agency's new authorities. Trump's decision to confirm, even in general terms, his instructions to the CIA was highly unusual.
Trump said he authorized CIA involvement because Venezuelan authorities "have emptied their prisons into the United States of America" and because "we have a lot of drugs coming in from Venezuela."
Despite the looming confrontation, Caracas has continued accepting deportation flights of its citizens from the United States, which have occurred at a rate of two a week in recent months. Venezuela is not considered a major source of fentanyl or other synthetic opioids responsible for overdose deaths in the U.S., and cocaine trafficked through the Caribbean is mostly not bound for North American markets.
The CIA is not playing a direct role in the lethal strikes against what the White House has described as drug trafficking boats in the Caribbean, current and former U.S. officials said. The five known attacks, which the administration says have killed 27 people, are conducted by Special Operations units under Defense Department command, armed primarily with tactical military intelligence, they said.
CIA personnel are part of a Pentagon-led group tracking drug boats in the Caribbean but are not involved in decisions about which targets are to be struck, one of the former officials said. Agency officials are leery of being too closely involved with the strikes, which some lawmakers have said may violate U.S. and international laws, this person said.
At CIA headquarters, Ratcliffe has boosted funding and personnel for the newly formed Americas and Counternarcotics Mission Center, created by merging units dealing with the Western Hemisphere and counter-drug issues. The center, led by a veteran agency case officer with a reputation for favoring aggressive action, "is feeling pretty empowered," said a former CIA official.
In the Caribbean, the spy agency has traditionally employed a "hub-and-spoke" approach, with one CIA station covering several islands, the first former official said. Those teams are being reinforced with additional personnel, the people familiar with the matter said.
The agency's counternarcotics programs in the hemisphere have long centered on alliances with cooperative governments, such as Mexico, Colombia and Peru. CIA officers train and vet local counter-drug units, and provide them with equipment and intelligence.
One former CIA official expressed concern that the agency's relationships in the region could be damaged -- and intelligence-sharing on other topics curtailed -- if the United States acts unilaterally against drug traffickers in or around Venezuela and foments a popular backlash in Latin American nations leery of U.S. intervention.
The new authorities for CIA action are the latest menacing moves by the administration against Maduro's government, including ramped-up U.S. air and naval activity in the Caribbean near Venezuela's coast.
The Trump administration has said that Maduro, who has been in power for nearly 13 years, illegally stayed in office after stealing last year's election. While Trump has given strong rhetorical support to Venezuela's political opposition and escalated economic pressure on Maduro, he has said his goal is not "regime change."
But the effective declaration of war against what the administration says are Venezuela-based narcotics traffickers could provide the administration with a legal work-around, according to several people familiar with the administration's thinking.
Maduro has been under a U.S. indictment since 2020. It accuses him of narcoterrorism and conspiracy to flood the United States with cocaine. The administration has focused on what it says is Maduro's role as head of the Cartel de los Soles, which Trump has designated a foreign terrorist organization for alleged distribution of cocaine and fentanyl.
Trump in recent weeks paused efforts by Richard Grenell, the president's special missions envoy, to negotiate a deal in which Maduro would offer up U.S. control of Venezuela's rare minerals and oil assets and reduce ties with China, Russia and Iran in exchange for Washington letting up on its pressure.
Elliott Abrams, in charge of Venezuela policy at the State Department during Trump's first term, said that a covert finding by Trump does not necessarily mean only military action. "To say that there might be something covert is not to say that it has to involve shooting," Abrams said, citing attempts to infiltrate the Venezuelan military or launch psychological operations that might cause Maduro to flee into exile.
Another person familiar with recent U.S. history in Venezuela said that a lack of solid intelligence on what was going on inside that country during Trump's first term contributed to the failure of a number of indirect attempts to foment military rebellion or cause Maduro to step down.
Trump has designated eight cartels as foreign terrorist organizations, upping the stakes for U.S. security agencies. Other intelligence agencies, including the National Counterterrorism Center, established after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks and focused on Islamic militants, have shifted significantly to the counternarcotics fight.
The top Democrats on national security committees in Congress issued a joint statement last month saying Trump has "failed to state a clear military objective" for the strikes against alleged drug trafficking boats off Venezuela and "provided no explanation of how this use of the military could ever end."
While some in Congress fear Trump is seeking regime change in Caracas, other congressional aides told The Washington Post that the administration's CIA plans could be a "psychological operation" aimed at instilling fear and confusion in Venezuela.
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Middle East conflict
Hamas releases two more bodies but says return of others will be difficult 
Here's what to know about the hostages whose bodies have been returned to Israel -- or who remain in Gaza as pressure mounts on Hamas to turn them over.

(Heidi Levine/FTWP)


By Victoria Bisset | 2025-10-16
Israel on Thursday confirmed the identities of two more hostages whose bodies were returned this week, as Hamas's military wing said it would require specialist equipment to locate and retrieve the remains of 19 others still in Gaza.
The bodies of Muhammad al-Atrash, an Israeli soldier, and Inbar Hayman, the last female hostage in Gaza, were handed over late Wednesday, according to Israel's military. The remains of seven others have been released since Monday under the ceasefire and hostages-for-prisoners exchange deal between Israel and Hamas, along with another body that Israel said did not belong to a captive.
The releases have brought long-awaited closure to some of the families of the 28 deceased hostages whose bodies were held in Gaza before the deal came into effect. But frustration is growing among Israelis awaiting the return of the bodies still held in the enclave, including a soldier killed in Gaza in 2014. Hamas had warned it would be difficult to find some of the bodies because of the destruction in Gaza.

The remains of four more Israeli hostages returned by Hamas arrived in Tel Aviv on Oct. 15, as part of a U.S.-brokered deal.


Here's what to know about the deceased hostages whose bodies have been returned, and those who remain in Gaza. Their ages, where available, are correct at the time of the Oct. 7, 2023, attacks.
Illouz was at the Nova music festival with friends when Hamas attacked. His friends were shot dead while Illouz was severely wounded and taken captive, according to the Hostages and Missing Families Forum, which represents many hostages' relatives. Maya Regev, a hostage freed in November 2023, said she and Illouz were treated together in a Gazan hospital where he died of his wounds. Illouz's father, Michel, told The Washington Post last week that he would prepare to bury his son, adding: "I'm so happy for the families of the hostages that are alive, that they will be able to recover, and I'm sad about my journey."
Joshi, from Nepal, was among a group of Nepali students studying agriculture at Kibbutz Alumim, near Gaza, when the Hamas attack began, according to the Associated Press. In early October,  Joshi's family released footage believed to have been filmed in November 2023 that showed him in captivity. According to the hostages forum, it was the only sign of life his family had received since his abduction.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Peretz was a captain in the Israeli army's 7th Armored Brigade. The army said in early 2024 that he was killed on Oct. 7, 2023.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Sharabi and younger brother Eli were taken captive from Kibbutz Beeri, where more than 130 people died in Hamas's attacks. Yossi's wife and their two daughters survived the attacks, the hostages forum said. Eli, whose wife and daughters were killed in the attacks, was released during a previous ceasefire earlier this year. The Israeli military later said Yossi was probably killed when an Israeli strike hit a building adjacent to where he and two other hostages were being held, Israeli media reported.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


The husband and father of two was one of the first to escape the Nova music festival after the Hamas attack began, the hostages forum said. Baruch's family heard him telling a friend to drive faster, saying, "They are chasing us," before the call was disconnected, the forum said. The Israeli government said he died in captivity, while the Times of Israel reported that his family was told that he was killed on Oct. 7, 2023, and his body taken into Gaza.
Nimrodi, an Israeli soldier and German dual national, was abducted from a main crossing between Israel and Gaza, according to the Associated Press. Two other soldiers abducted with Nimrodi were killed. The family had held out hope he could still be alive until his body was identified.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Levi, a taxi driver, was killed at the Nova music festival, and his body was taken to Gaza, the Israeli government said. The hostages forum described him as "a warm and loving family man" whose "great loves were his only son Shahar and his two dogs."
Atrash, a sergeant major in the Israeli military, was killed in fighting on Oct. 7, 2023, and his body taken into Gaza, according to the Israeli government.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Hayman, an art student, was abducted from the Nova music festival and had been the only female hostage still in Gaza. The Israeli government says she was killed in Hamas captivity.
Below are the stories of people whose bodies remain in Gaza.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Adar was taken from Kibbutz Nir Oz, where he fought alongside the kibbutz's security squad during the Hamas attacks, according to the hostages forum. His wife and two young children survived by hiding in the safe room of their home, the forum said. The Israeli government later confirmed he was killed on Oct. 7, 2023.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Baruch was abducted from Kibbutz Beeri. According to the hostages forum, he returned from an around-the-world trip to study electrical engineering. In January 2024, Israel's military said he was killed during a rescue attempt the previous month, adding: "At this point, it is not possible to determine the circumstances of Sahar's death, and it is not known whether he was murdered by Hamas or killed by our forces' fire."

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Chen is one of two Israeli soldiers and American dual nationals whose bodies are still being held in Gaza. He was based at a military outpost less than a mile from the Gaza border on Oct. 7, 2023. Five months later, Israel confirmed he was killed during the attack, and his body was taken into Gaza. Chen's family has not held a funeral; his father previously told The Post that his body deserves the dignity of a proper burial and that the family deserves a physical place where they can mourn.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Cooper and his wife, Nurit, were kidnapped from Kibbutz Nir Oz, which he helped found in the 1950s. Nurit was freed just over two weeks after the Oct. 7 attacks, but the Israeli military said in June last year that Amiram was killed in captivity.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Engel and his family were kidnapped from Kibbutz Nir Oz, according to the hostages forum. His wife, Karina Engel-Barret, and two daughters, Mika and Yuval, were freed as part of a ceasefire deal in November 2023; the Israeli government informed them days later that Ronen had been killed in captivity.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Godard and his wife, Ayelet, were both killed in their home in Kibbutz Beeri; Godard's body was taken to Gaza. The hostage forum described him as "an excellent soccer player" and a lifeguard. The Israeli military said Godard was killed by the Palestinian Islamic Jihad militant group.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Gvili, a police officer in the Negev region, was killed on Oct. 7, 2023, and his body was taken to Gaza, Israeli authorities said.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Haimi was the deputy security coordinator of Nir Yitzhak, a kibbutz near Gaza where he lived with his wife, Ella, and their three children. Haimi was killed fighting the militants on Oct. 7, 2023. His family -- including 16-month-old Lotan, who was born after his death -- has now moved back to the kibbutz. After learning of Haimi's death, the family held a funeral for him at a temporary grave in another kibbutz. But Ella told The Post that she wants him "to be brought back and buried here. Only then can we say that we are beginning a new life."
Hamami, a colonel and commander in the Israeli military, was killed during fighting on Oct. 7, 2023, and his body was taken into Gaza, according to the Israeli government.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Margalit was killed on Oct. 7, 2023, near the stables in Kibbutz Nir Oz, where he lived with his wife, Dafna, and had worked raising cattle. Dafna's daughter, Nili, was taken captive during the attack and released in November 2023. Dafna has since returned to the kibbutz. "Many people ask me, 'Why would you go back there?'" she told The Post. She said she wanted to move back as quickly as possible, adding: "I realized this would be my last home."

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Mollel, a student from Tanzania, was taken captive from Kibbutz Nahal Oz. The Israeli government said he was killed in captivity; his family was informed of his death in December 2023.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Neutra, the second American Israeli dual national whose body is being held, was a tank commander and trainer in the Israeli military. He was raised in Plainview, Long Island. The Israeli military said in December 2024 that he was killed on the day of the attacks and that his body was taken into Gaza.
Sonthaya, a Thai agricultural worker, had worked in Israel for five years, his mother told Thai newspaper the National, after his death was confirmed last year. According to the Israeli government, he was killed on Oct. 7, 2023 -- one of several dozen Thai nationals killed during the attack.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Or lived in Kibbutz Beeri with his family. His wife was killed in the Hamas attacks, while two of their three children were taken hostage and released the following month, the Times of Israel reported. Or was initially believed to be alive in captivity, but the Israeli military later confirmed that he was killed on Oct. 7, 2023, and that his body was taken to Gaza.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Oz, a sergeant in the Israeli army's 7th Armored Brigade, was killed in fighting on Oct. 7, 2023, and his body was taken into Gaza.
Sudthisak, another Thai national, worked at Kibbutz Beeri. Last year, the Israeli government confirmed that he was killed during the Oct. 7 attack. His father told Thailand's Nation newspaper last year that he hoped his son's remains would be returned so that the family could carry out funeral rites.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Rudaeff, a  father and grandfather, was born in Argentina and lived in Kibbutz Nir Yitzhak, according to the hostages forum. His family was told in May 2024 that he died during the Hamas attack.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Zalmanowicz was abducted from Kibbutz Nir Oz and killed in captivity, the Israeli government said. He died after not receiving medications he relied upon and barely eating, the hostages forum said, citing remarks by freed hostages.

(The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Goldin, an Israeli soldier, was killed in 2014 during an Israeli military operation in Gaza, where his body remained.
Lior Soroka, Heidi Levine, Shira Rubin and Joanna Slater contributed to this report.
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Middle East
These countries no longer arm Israel. It's not making much difference.
Two dozen countries have restricted or ended arms sales to Israel. But the impact has been limited -- and with the ceasefire, some could resume trade.

An Israeli soldier aims toward Gaza through the eyepiece of his rifle during a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas, along the Israel-Gaza border on Oct. 12. (Ammar Awad/Reuters)


By Cate Brown | 2025-10-16
At least two dozen countries have restricted arms sales to Israel over its conduct in Gaza -- an embargo that has spread in the past year. By the time the current ceasefire came into force, six countries had banned weapons transfers to Israel altogether.
Spain is the latest to do so, with a parliamentary vote last week to prohibit the sale of any weapons, military equipment or technology to Israel. Other countries have limited exports connected to Israel's war on Hamas in Gaza.
Some foreign leaders have linked bans to accusations that Israel has committed genocide in Gaza, a conclusion also drawn by an independent U.N. commission, an association of genocide scholars and Israeli and international human rights organizations. Israel has rejected the accusations; its Foreign Ministry called the U.N. commission's findings last month a "fake report" based on "falsehoods."
The weapons restrictions so far are likely to have limited impact on Israel's arsenal.
Ninety-nine percent of "major conventional weapons" transferred to Israel are supplied by the United States and Germany, according to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, which tracks the global arms trade. Italy is a distant third.
Germany and Italy have imposed some restrictions. But top German officials have begun to call for those measures to be lifted now that there's a ceasefire, Politico reported. The U.S. has not indicated that it will be restricting weapons sales to Israel.
The SIPRI data includes military aircraft, armored vehicles and warships; large munitions such as guided missiles, torpedoes, and guided bombs and shells; aerial radars and defense systems; and artillery above 100 millimeters in caliber.
SIPRI's arms transfer database includes records of all legitimate sales or grants of such weapons intended for military use between countries, armed groups and international organizations.
Smaller conventional arms, including machine guns, ammunition and cluster munitions, are not included in the database. Nor are drones, which Israeli forces have used extensively in Gaza and the West Bank.
Several countries, including longtime critics Turkey, South Africa and Ireland, limited arms sales to Israel well before the Gaza war. Turkey, the first and still one of the few Muslim-majority countries to recognize the Israeli state, "completely severed" trade with Israel, Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan told parliament in August, and it has declared its airspace closed to Israeli military flights or flights carrying weapons to Israel.
Israel's arms industry, meanwhile, has reported record sales since the start of the war on Oct. 7, 2023. The Defense Ministry reported $14.8 billion in exports last year, more than half of it to Europe.
Here's what we know about some of the bans and restrictions on arming Israel.
Belgium has banned arms exports to Israel since 2009, but a Brussels court issued new guidance in July after military hardware bound for Israel was discovered in the port of Antwerp.
The court held that the transit of military equipment to Israel via Belgium was also prohibited. The government said it will fine carriers 50,000 euros (or about $58,000) per container found in violation.
British leaders suspended export licenses for 30 companies that supplied arms to Israeli forces in Gaza after concluding the parts involved, including components for jets, helicopters and drones, could be used in serious violations of international law. They represented 8 percent of Britain's arms export licenses to Israel.
The suspension does not apply to components for F-35 fighter jets unless the parts are going directly to Israel.
Still, it could deliver a blow to Israeli arms manufacturers, who are often dependent on outside sources for parts.
The restrictions are intended to minimize harm to third countries that do business with Israel, the British Department for Business and Trade said last year. Chris Bryant, the department's minister of state, said British components would still probably end up in Israel because half of the licenses are for reexport to a third country. Ukraine for example, has used Israeli-made drones in its war with Russia.
Scotland has suspended public funding for companies that supply arms to Israel.
Scottish First Minister John Swinney last month urged Britain to "end military cooperation with the Israeli government while the war continues, and the question of genocide remains current."
The Canadian government said it stopped all arms shipments to Israel in January 2024. The advocacy group Arms Embargo Now noted in July that commercial shipping records appeared to show 47 instances between October 2023 and July 2025 when Canada sold military-related components to Israeli businesses.
Foreign Minister Anita Anand responded that the government had "refused any new permits for controlled goods that could be used in Gaza. Not one has been approved."
Her office said it would impose "severe legal sanctions" on any group found to be circumventing Canada's export regime.
Germany is the second-largest provider of arms to Israel. But in August, Chancellor Friedrich Merz announced a partial halt on weapons transfers to Israel after Israel decided to launch a military offensive on Gaza City.
The policy applied only to arms that "clearly" could be used in Gaza. But in practice, Politico reported, the country had stopped sending weapons to Israel completely, according to a parliamentary communique.
Between Jan. 1, 2024, and June 26, 2025, parliamentary records show, Germany approved $292 million in arms transfers to Israel. Before 2024, Germany supplied Israel with four warships and the engine components for Merkava tanks, SIPRI data shows.
In January, South Africa led a bloc of eight countries in a pledge to restrict arms exports to Israel. None of the so-called Hague Group was supplying large conventional weapons to Israel at the time, SIPRI data show. Since then, Turkey, Iraq, Libya, Oman and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines have joined.
Leaders from 32 countries met in Bogota, Colombia, this summer to discuss additional steps to stop the war.
Ireland restricted arms to Israel before Oct. 7, 2023. But in August 2024 it went further, banning military purchases from or arms transfers with Israel. It was the first E.U. country to cut off inbound weapon orders.
Italian Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani said the country had stopped all weapons shipments to Israel after Oct. 7, 2023, but the government said later that it had authorized specific transfers to honor deals signed before the war.
In 2015, Italy agreed to send "super rapid 76mm" naval guns and 12 helicopters for Israel's warships. The guns were delivered in 2022 and 2023, according to SIPRI. Seven of the 12 AW119 Koala helicopters, marketed for firefighting, cargo transfers, and search and rescue operations, were delivered in 2022. The other five are not accounted for in the SIPRI database, which includes sales into 2024.
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni has faced growing pressure to suspend the country's commercial and military ties with Israel. Tens of thousands marched last month in cities across the country to demand "Blocchiamo tutto" -- "Let's block everything." Days before, dockworkers at Italy's Ravenna port refused entry to two trucks said to be carrying explosives to Israel.
A 1990 Italian law prohibits arms exports to countries waging war or violating international humanitarian law.
The Netherlands stopped exporting weapons to Israel after Oct. 7, 2023, but continues to supply parts to Israel's F-35 fighter jet program. Israeli defense companies have been barred from participating in the Netherlands' largest military exhibition this November.
Slovenia was the first E.U. country to place a full weapons embargo on Israel after Oct. 7. It had not recently supplied Israel with weapons, SIPRI data shows.
Spain imposed a "total arms embargo" on Israel last week as part of what Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has described as an effort to halt "genocide in Gaza."
In addition to weapons, the measure blocks the transit of military aircraft fuel and imports from Israeli settlements in the West Bank.
"The Spanish government believes that protecting your country is one thing and bombing hospitals and starving innocent children to death is quite another," Sanchez said when he announced the ban. "This isn't self-defense. It's not even attacking. It's exterminating a defenseless people. It's breaking all the regulations of humanitarian law."
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Economic Policy
Bessent says bailout for Argentina will double to boost U.S. influence in region
The Trump administration is working to arrange private sector financing for Argentina that would double the total U.S. financial lifeline for the embattled Latin nation.

President Donald Trump greets Argentine President Javier Milei at the White House on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Jacob Bogage, David J. Lynch, David Feliba | 2025-10-16
The Trump administration is working to arrange private-sector financing for Argentina that would double the total U.S. financial lifeline for the embattled South American nation, part of a broader effort to swing the region to the right politically, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said Wednesday.
The U.S. government authorized an extraordinary $20 billion currency swap this month -- essentially a loan -- to prop up the sagging Argentine peso, which has fallen more than 24 percent against the dollar this year. Bessent said Wednesday that the administration was marshaling an additional $20 billion from banks and sovereign wealth funds to help Argentina make its foreign debt payments.
Treasury Department representatives did not immediately provide details on that financing.
Argentine President Javier Milei, a close ally of President Donald Trump, visited the White House on Tuesday to discuss the financial agreement and other issues.
Last month, Bessent called Argentina, a country of roughly 46 million people with an economy smaller than that of Michigan's, a "systemically important U.S. ally," meaning the country's economic fortunes are linked to the broader global economy and American interests. The U.S. funds, he suggested, would prevent an Argentine debt crisis from affecting other nations' fortunes.
But on Wednesday he classified the bailout as part of an "economic Monroe Doctrine," alluding to the foreign policy of the fifth U.S. president, James Monroe, who claimed a broad U.S. sphere of influence in North and South America in the 1820s.
Bessent said propping up Argentina would influence coming elections in Colombia and Chile as well as domestic politics elsewhere in the region -- and help counter China's attempts to build deeper economic ties on the continent.
"I thought the Obama administration squandered a very prominent opportunity to bring in and move Latin American countries into the U.S. sphere of influence," he said at a roundtable event with reporters at the Treasury building in Washington. "Governments had swung from left to right and then, through neglect, they swung back hard left again, where many of them are now, but now they're coming back the other way."
Bessent added: "We're seeing that we're having to intervene militarily with the narcotraffic coming out of Venezuela. It's much better to use the heft of the U.S. economic power rather than have to use military power."
Trump has said that he authorized five attacks on suspected Venezuelan drug boats in international waters, killing more than two dozen people. The most recent strike occurred Tuesday, Trump said, killing six people.
The administration has not provided evidence of narcotics trafficking aboard those vessels, nor information or identities of the people killed.
U.S. officials are also punishing a traditional ally and large trading partner in the region, Brazil, for largely noneconomic reasons. Trump imposed 50 percent tariffs on the country because of "free speech" concerns related to the conviction of Brazil's former president, Jair Bolsonaro, for plotting a coup d'etat.
At lunch with Milei on Tuesday, Trump said helping Argentina would bring other countries in line with U.S. priorities.
"We don't have to do it. It's not going to make a big difference for our country, but it will in terms of South America," he said. "If Argentina does well, you're going to have others following, and a lot of others are following."
It remains unclear whether U.S. assistance will translate into political gains for Milei. Anti-American sentiment runs deep in left-leaning parts of Argentina and across much of Latin America, where Trump is unpopular.
The opposition Peronist Party has seized on Milei's relationship with Trump, rallying an anti-U.S. vote and denouncing what it calls foreign interference in Argentina's election. Peronist campaign ads show Milei alongside Trump and the U.S. flag -- while opposition figures are wrapped in the Argentine flag and branded as "la patria," or "the homeland." Leftist parties won provincial elections in Buenos Aires last month, and national legislative elections will follow later in October.
"Trump's backing adds absolutely nothing for Milei," Argentine pollster Gustavo Cordoba said. "The electoral dynamics are already set. It will be very hard for the government to reverse the September defeat. These elections are a plebiscite on the government's model. The economy is the decisive actor -- and it's in recession. Voters will either reward or punish accordingly."
Argentina's main problem is an overvalued domestic currency and a shortage of U.S. dollars. The country has burned through its reserves of dollars to support the peso, aiming to maintain Argentines' living standards and avoid triggering renewed inflation.
But keeping the peso at an unnaturally high level has hurt exports and widened the trade deficit, leaving Argentina short of the dollars needed to service its foreign debt.
Economists have questioned the Trump administration's decision to extend financial aid to a country with a checkered repayment history. Argentina has defaulted or restructured its sovereign debt five times.
The bailout also has been controversial among some of Trump's supporters, especially in rural areas. Soybean farmers, in particular, are irked over Argentina's efforts to replace them as a supplier to China, the world's largest importer of the row crop.
Milei's government in September suspended a tax on exports, which made Argentine soybeans more attractive to Chinese buyers. That move left American farmers grumbling over lost sales, concerns that Trump hopes to assuage with a multibillion farm aid program.
Feliba reported from Buenos Aires.
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Middle East conflict
Hamas reasserts control on streets of Gaza, turning guns on its rivals
Amid the ceasefire with Israel, Hamas is sending a message that it remains the only visible authority in Gaza, with huge implications for Trump's peace plan.

Hamas gunmen escort buses carrying freed Palestinian prisoners on Monday following their release from Israeli jails as part of a ceasefire agreement. (Jehad Alshrafi/AP)


By Gerry Shih, Ari Flanzraich, Hazem  Balousha | 2025-10-16
JERUSALEM -- They blindfolded eight men accused of collaborating with Israel, made them kneel and executed them at point-blank range on a busy street in Gaza City. They sent jeeps filled with fighters to pursue the Astal militia, whose leader said it coordinates with Israel and had recently taken up arms alongside other gangs.
They hunted the Mujaida clan until the family, decimated after a gun battle, announced that it would pledge fealty to the "government" of Gaza: Hamas.
Hamas may have stopped fighting Israel, but it has launched a new, violent campaign to reassert control over local families and militias that had challenged its power during the past two years of war -- including those who, according to the leaders of two clans, had received support from Israel. Whether by carrying out armed raids in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip or holding public executions farther north in Gaza City, Hamas is trying to send a clear message that, after months of hiding from Israeli fire, the militant group is back as the only visible authority inside the Gaza Strip, according to rival militia leaders, Palestinian officials and political analysts.
Hamas's enduring grip has significant implications for the future of Gaza and President Donald Trump's peace plan. With Israel largely restrained from attacking Hamas under the ceasefire sponsored by Trump, the group is again ruling the streets, controlling what is left of civil administration and gaining leverage in the upcoming negotiations over whether and how it will disarm and who will rule Gaza.
According to Trump's 20-point plan, Hamas will eventually be required to "decommission" its weapons and "not have any role" in governing Gaza. But the plan lacks details, and Hamas is expected to bargain hard as the Phase 2  talks unfold in the coming weeks.
"Are they obtaining new cards for bargaining after the hostages are handed over? Perhaps," said Mustafa Ibrahim, a Gaza-based political analyst. "Hamas could maneuver on this issue and say, 'We are present, we are indispensable for imposing control.'"
For months, Hamas leaders have pointed to the proliferation of rival clans and gangs -- including those quietly armed by Israel as part of what Israeli security analysts and media say was a divide-and-conquer strategy during the war -- to argue that Hamas should be allowed to keep some light weapons for personal protection, according to Arab mediators.
Hamas is comfortable with the guarantees provided by mediators that Israel will not restart the war, but the "gangs are an issue in Gaza," said Rashid al-Mohanadi, a fellow at the Middle East Council on Global Affairs in Qatar. Hamas's argument, Mohanadi said, is that negotiators "should differentiate between weapons that can still be held for personal protection, while heavier weapons should be given up."
Publicly, Hamas officials have said they are willing to relinquish governance of Gaza. In private, however, they have argued that they are part of the Gazan social and administrative fabric and should continue to play a role, possibly as a rebranded political party merged with other Palestinian factions, according to Palestinian and other Arab officials familiar with the talks.
The details regarding disarmament and governance will have to be ironed out in negotiations with Israel that could last several months, if not longer. On Monday, Trump told reporters on Air Force One that he would allow Hamas to govern in the interim and said Tuesday that he was "not bothered" by the group's reprisal attacks.
"They did take out a couple of gangs that were very bad," Trump told reporters in the Oval Office. "... They did take them out and they killed a number of gang members. And that didn't bother me much, to be honest with you."
For its part, Hamas has touted its crackdown as one of the many ways in which normalcy -- and the group's leadership -- has returned to Gaza.
After the ceasefire with Israel took effect, Hamas announced the appointment of five new governors who will administer Gaza's devastated urban centers and circulated videos on social media showing its gunmen directing traffic.
Hamas-run social media accounts have described the clashes with rebel clans as an effort to bring criminals to justice. Many of the clans that rebelled against Hamas during the power vacuum created by the Israeli campaign were widely accused by Gazans of engaging in smuggling, gunrunning, extortion and the looting of humanitarian aid trucks. Several Gazan factions, including a leading tribal council, have voiced their support for Hamas's efforts to enforce the law and condemned those who collaborated with Israel.
"Our merciful hand is extended to anyone who repents," the Radea security forces, one of Hamas's internal security units, said in a statement Tuesday. "Returning to the national fold is still possible at this stage."
Militia leaders interviewed by The Washington Post offered different estimates for how long the violence will persist and what the repercussions will be. But some Palestinian observers say they fear the internecine conflict will be protracted and divide the Palestinian people. That may serve the interests of Israel, which has been supplying anti-Hamas militias since the outbreak of the Gaza war, according to Israeli security analysts and two militia leaders themselves.
"How many families have received threats from Hamas? Now these families are demanding weapons to defend themselves," said Tawfik Tirawi, a former longtime head of the Palestinian Authority intelligence service. "This is the expected scenario in a few weeks: civil war."

An intersection in Gaza City on Wednesday surrounded by buildings destroyed during two years of Israeli bombardments. (AP)


Some Israeli security analysts have been struck by Hamas's coordination and long-term planning. Even as the group came under withering fire from the Israel Defense Forces in recent months, especially in Gaza City, Hamas seemed to anticipate an eventual ceasefire and shift its strategic priorities, said Shlomo Mofaz, director of the independent Meir Amit Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center.
"It became clear, and we can see this from the Gaza City incursion, that Hamas largely abandoned confrontation with the IDF in favor of strengthening its foothold internally for the day after: saving weapons, preserving manpower and planning reprisals against clans who either coordinated with Israel or threatened Hamas during the war," said Mofaz, who formerly served as the deputy head of the Israeli military intelligence research division.
In interviews, clan and militia leaders say they also saw Hamas move against them with methodical efficiency.
One of the first major clashes erupted before the ceasefire was announced. On Oct. 3, roughly 100 gunmen in Hamas uniforms arrived at a neighborhood in Khan Younis controlled by the Mujaidas, a prominent and outspoken family historically affiliated with Fatah, a political party that rivaled Hamas, said family members and Anwar Rajab, spokesman for the Palestinian Authority's security forces in the West Bank, citing intelligence collected by the authority.
Armed with rifles and rocket-propelled grenades, Hamas fighters advanced in formation from four different directions, sparking an intense firefight. They were only beaten back when an Israeli drone noticed the attack and fired on Hamas, according to Ali Mujaida, a senior clan leader whose house was targeted in the attack, and drone footage released by the IDF.
After the missile strike, Mujaida clansmen dragged an injured Hamas fighter into a house for interrogation and were surprised by the planning that went into the attack. "He gave us names, locations, directives and showed us the two separate communication lines used for unit operations," Mujaida recalled. Documents taken off the body of a dead Hamas fighter, which were later posted by Mujaida clansmen to Telegram, contained detailed operational instructions and aerial photographs of the neighborhood with the targeted Mujaida houses circled in black marker.
The "Sahem," or piercing arrow, a special unit that Hamas formed during the war to crack down on armed groups engaged in looting aid and price gouging, claimed credit for the attack. Mujaida said one of the Sahem's functions has been collecting intelligence on individuals or clans who break the law or collaborate with Israel and compiling a blacklist of those who should be targeted for reprisal attacks.
The Sahem are "commanders, intelligence people, drug enforcement captains -- all of them experienced," Mujaida said. "They are scattered around Gaza, usually in plainclothes, holed up in hospitals or in tent-cities among the refugees."
Mujaida denied that his clan worked with Israel or systematically engaged in looting. Many clan members supported Fatah, the political party that controls the Palestinian Authority based in the West Bank, while a few joined the Islamic Jihad and the Hamas military wing itself, Mujaida said.
Most Mujaida clansmen "are not affiliated with Hamas and indeed many lean toward Fatah," said Rajab, the Palestinian Authority security official. "Hamas feared that, either of their own accord or else in coordination with the PA, these families would revolt against their rule, and so Hamas needed to nip this in the bud. It was a preemptive strike."

Buses carrying freed Palestinian prisoners arrive in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, on Monday, escorted by Hamas gunmen. (Jehad Alshrafi/AP)


In Gaza's clan-based society, hostility between powerful families and Hamas sometimes runs deep and reaches back decades. After Hamas rose to power in 2007 following a bloody struggle with the Fatah-led Palestinian Authority, the militant group killed members of the Gaza City-based Doghmush clan who, like the Mujaidas, maintained an affiliation with Fatah, Rajab said.
Tensions resurfaced after war broke out in October 2023, when members of the Doghmush family based in the Sabra neighborhood of Gaza City were accused by Hamas of stealing aid and hoarding flour. And when Israel withdrew from Gaza City last week, Hamas fighters entered the Jordanian hospital in Sabra, leading to a confrontation that escalated into a massive shootout, said Rajab and a Doghmush clan member, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he feared reprisals from Hamas.
Hamas killed at least 25 Doghmush clansmen and arrested 45 in the attack, according to two members of the clan. Several Hamas members were also killed, including the son of senior Hamas official Basem Naim. That same evening, Hamas led eight blindfolded men to a busy street in Sabra, made them kneel and executed them at point-blank range, according to a video of the event and a Hamas statement. Neither Hamas nor the Doghmushes confirmed whether the executed men belonged to the family.
Some militia leaders predict that, after Hamas subdues the Doghmush and Mujaida families in central Gaza and Gaza City -- Hamas's only current base of power -- it will quickly move to establish control over the northern and southern ends of the strip and attack militias that were propped up by Israel. Abu Shabab, a militia leader who controls the rubble-strewn area near the Egyptian border, remains a major challenger that Hamas may not easily subdue.
Hamas is now "cleaning up their own territory, forcing the clans into submission and deterring the public," said the Doghmush clan member. "When that is over, they will move into the less secure areas to root out the militias. Abu Shabab will be last in line."
In a video interview from southern Gaza last week, Yusef Mazen, a leader in the Abu Shabab militia, struck a defiant note.
The 32-year-old, who was sentenced by a Hamas-run court to 15 years' imprisonment for murdering a Hamas fighter in 2010, broke out of prison alongside his militia leader, Yasser Abu Shabab, in late 2023 when Israel began its assault on Gaza. The militia began receiving weapons, aid and "intelligence from drones" from the Israelis this year and now boasts  2,000 men, Mazen said. (Abu Shabab previously denied in interviews with The Post that his men received support from Israel.)
Lounging on his side and puffing on Marlboro Red cigarettes smuggled into Gaza, Mazen showed a Post reporter a pistol, a Kevlar vest and a helmet he had received from the Israeli military. He flashed a military watch that an IDF soldier had gifted him and issued a warning to Hamas.
"We are the strongest militia in Gaza," Mazen said. "They are scared of us. We're not scared of them."
Balousha reported from Toronto. Siham Shamalakh in Cairo contributed to this report.
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Media
More than 100 people cover the Pentagon. These are the 15 who signed its new press policy.
The Federalist, the Epoch Times, and One America News signed the Defense Department's press rules. The rest are freelancers, independent or work for media outfits based overseas.

Reporters walk out of the Pentagon together Wednesday after turning in their credentials for refusing to sign new reporting limits dictated by Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Scott Nover | 2025-10-16
Only 15 people had signed the Defense Department's new press policy as of Thursday afternoon, according to an internal government document viewed by The Washington Post.
Journalists from nearly every major U.S. news outlet, including The Washington Post, turned in their press badges Wednesday after refusing to adhere to the new rules for reporters at the Pentagon, which prohibit soliciting any information the government doesn't authorize reporters to have. But a contingent of smaller outlets, foreign media, freelancers and MAGA-friendly press did sign on.
The list of signatories included four reporters from right-wing outlets: one from the website the Federalist, one from the Epoch Times newspaper, and two from the cable network One America News.
"After thorough review of the revised press policy by our attorney, OAN staff has signed the document," the network's president, Charles Herring, said in a statement earlier this week that he confirmed Wednesday evening.
The Federalist did not respond to requests for comment. CEO Sean Davis and editor in chief Mollie Hemingway wrote on X that they reviewed the press policy and found "zero new restrictions" on journalists' ability to report or criticize the government.
"We look forward to eagerly covering the Pentagon, both on-site and from a distance, with the same fearlessness and courage and devotion to the truth that we have exhibited since we were created," they wrote. "And if the new guidelines result in fewer professional con artists and media hoaxers roaming the halls looking for new lies to peddle, so be it."
The Federalist, the Epoch Times and OAN broke with most other conservative media outlets -- including Fox News, Newsmax, the Washington Examiner, the Washington Times and the Daily Caller -- all of which refused to sign the document. Newsmax, run by Christopher Ruddy, a longtime ally of President Donald Trump, called the press requirements "unnecessary and onerous."
The remaining signatories included foreign outlets, freelancers for foreign-based publications and a couple of more obscure independent publishers largely posting their work on social media.
A reporter for the Turkish newspaper Aksam signed the agreement, as did three individuals from the Turkish state-run Anadolu Agency and two Turkish freelancers. Other signers included a reporter for the Australian, a News Corp-owned Australian paper; an Afghan freelancer; and three lesser-known operations, AWPS News, the India Globe and a blog called USA Journal Korea.
Two people from Jordanian TV broadcaster Al Taghier signed the wrong version of the press policy. (The policy was updated after pushback from the Pentagon Press Association, which represents the Defense Department press corps, and the press freedom group Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press.)
Kristina Anderson of AWPS News, which she described as producing short-form reporting for social media, said she felt "a profound sense of loss as I walk the Pentagon's Correspondent spaces today." Other outlets and individuals who signed the document didn't respond to requests for comment.
The Pentagon Press Association says it has more than 100 members from 57 news outlets, domestic and international.
The Pentagon didn't respond to a request for comment on the list Thursday. Sean Parnell, the chief Pentagon spokesman, reissued an earlier statement that termed the new rules "common sense media procedures."
"The policy does not ask for them to agree, just to acknowledge that they understand what our policy is," he wrote. "This has caused reporters to have a full blown meltdown, crying victim online. We stand by our policy because it's what's best for our troops and the national security of this country."
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Business
Do you need a better job? Answer these five questions to find out.
Accounting for such metrics as schedule stability, advancement opportunities, and influence at work, few people have trades or careers that meet all their needs, a Gallup survey found.

(Washington Post illustration; iStock/TWP)


By Taylor Telford | 2025-10-16

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


Most Americans lack "quality jobs," according to a study published Thursday by Gallup that makes a broadscale effort to define what makes up such a role -- something that has long eluded researchers and led to limited understanding of the factors that shape workers' experiences and how they contribute to their quality of life.
The study draws on 2025 survey data from more than 18,400 workers across industries and employment models, ranging from workers in health care, manufacturing, technology and beyond. Jobs for the Future, the Families & Workers Fund and the W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Research collaborated with Gallup on the survey.
"Clear, agreed-upon metrics of job quality have been scarce until now, and a 'quality job' means different things to different workers," the study states. To account for these differences, researchers established "minimum thresholds for each of the five dimensions of job quality without dictating what an ideal job looks like for every worker or workplace."
By Gallup's count, just 2 in 5 U.S. workers have jobs that "provide financial well-being, safe and respectful workplaces, some control over their work, a voice in decisions that affect their job, and opportunities to build skills and advance.
A job is a "quality" one if it meets the minimum threshold across at least three categories, according to Gallup's framework.
Find out whether yours fits the bill.
Even defining what constitutes a livable wage has long been a challenge for economists, researchers note.
For the study, researchers created thresholds that "represent a minimum level that could support basic needs while providing a consistent, nationally comparable standard for tracking progress over time." However, they noted, "many workers require higher earnings to feel financially secure depending on factors such as regional cost of living and household composition."
For full-time workers, a quality job meant they earned more than 300 percent of the federal poverty level for a family of two (roughly $5,287 a month) and had access to paid time off (PTO).
One in 10 workers said they had no access to PTO, Gallup found.
For part-time employees, a quality job meant they earned at least $5,287 a month or do not report "financial distress," do not want more hours to make ends meet, or are not reliant on a second job. And they had to have access to some form of PTO.
Nearly a third of workers say they are struggling to get by financially, Gallup's survey found, while 43 percent say they are "doing okay." Just 27 percent say they are "living comfortably."
Unstable work schedules are a chronic issue for employees of all stripes, from low-wage workers in restaurants and retail to white-collar employees in finance, health and technology, despite the fact that "better scheduling practices lower turnover in both service-sector and white-collar jobs," according to Gallup.
"Providing autonomy and reasonable workloads further reduces stress and burnout, increases job satisfaction and improves retention -- benefiting both employees and employers," the report noted. In retail, they have been shown to "boost sales while reducing labor costs."
Yet barely a quarter of workers surveyed say they "strongly agree" they have the freedom to decide how they do their work, while 45 percent agreed "somewhat."
Carol Kulik, a professor at the University of South Australia and a scholar with the Academy of Management, said decades of research literature show that "autonomy is one of the biggest contributors to employee well-being on and off the job."
"Autonomy gives an employee the opportunity to anticipate stressors rather than react to them, and modify behavior accordingly," Kulik said.
In terms of hours worked vs. hours desired, few workers have high-quality schedules. Nearly two-thirds of all workers "lack schedules that are predictable, stable and over which they have some control," the report found.
About a quarter of U.S. workers "experience schedule unpredictability," meaning their hours -- and earnings -- wax and wane. More than 40 percent of workers reported having little or no control over their hours.
Part-time employees and those with less than an associate's degree are especially likely to have low-quality schedules. However, they are also slightly more likely than full-timers to have high-quality schedules, 39 and 35 percent, respectively, a mix that "reflects the varied nature of part-time work, which can provide valuable flexibility for some but can also mean unpredictable or unstable hours for others," the report noted.
Gallup asked workers whether they had enough influence over their pay, their safety and working conditions, and adoption of new technology.
The vast majority of workers (69 percent) say they have "less influence than they should" over pay and benefits. Nearly half (48 percent) say they lack the influence they should have over safety, breaks and other working conditions.
"Working conditions is the area where employees most want input, and the area in which they are most likely to report having it," the report notes.
More than half of workers said they lack the desired influence over "decisions about new software, artificial intelligence tools or robotics," Gallup's survey found.
Desire for more input in these categories stood out to Molly Blankenship, director of Jobs for the Future, a workforce nonprofit that teamed up with Gallup on the study, because "they have the potential to have a major impact on a worker's experience without being super costly to the employer."
Workers with a bachelor's degree (51 percent) or graduate degree (53 percent) are most likely to strongly agree that they feel respected on the job.
Most (83 percent) employees strongly (46 percent) or somewhat agree (37 percent) that they are treated with respect in their primary job, while 7 percent somewhat or strongly disagree. But "gaps remain" for employees of certain identity groups, according to Gallup.
Experiences varied across genders, the study notes: 52 percent of Asian men reported feeling respected, compared with 40 percent of Asian women. Among multiracial employees, 37 percent of women strongly agree that they are treated with respect, vs. 52 percent of men.
Just 35 percent of self-identified neurodivergent employees strongly agree they are treated with respect in their main job, compared with 50 percent of employees with no reported diagnoses.
Overall, about a quarter of workers reported being treated unfairly or discriminated against over their identity, the survey found. Discrimination and unfair treatment was most common for workers who are nonbinary (52 percent), neurodivergent (47 percent), of Middle Eastern/North African heritage (41 percent), and LGBTQ+ (36 percent).
A quarter of workers report having no opportunities for promotion or advancement in their roles, but "access to these opportunities differs by employee subgroups," the report stated.
Workers of Middle Eastern and North African descent reported the lowest rate of access to advancement opportunities of all racial groups, at 57 percent.
Employees with a bachelor's degree or higher and younger workers are more likely to say they have opportunities for advancement, "though access declines noticeably after age 55." Workers at large companies -- particularly those with at least 1,000 employees -- are more likely to have these opportunities, with 74 percent reporting access.
Access to advancement varies minimally by industry, but utilities employees are the most likely to say they have advancement opportunities, at 76 percent.
The desire for more growth opportunities is more urgent in the current labor market, where there is a "greater emphasis on skill-based hiring," Kulik said.
"Historically, employers have hired for potential and shouldered the responsibility for employee development, " she said. Now, job postings are focusing less on college degrees and more on years of experience, "and employees are responsible for their own development."
Men were substantially more likely than women to have "quality" jobs according to Gallup's analysis, with 45 percent of men having these roles compared with 34 percent of women.
Asian workers (46 percent) and White workers (42 percent) were more likely than, Black, Hispanic or Indigenous workers to hold quality jobs, Gallup's survey found.
Geographically speaking, workers in the West had the highest share of quality jobs at 44 percent, compared with 39 percent of workers in the Northeast, 38 percent of workers in the South, and 36 percent in the Midwest.
By industry, workers in professional services, finance and wholesale trade led in overall job quality -- with 53 percent, 48 percent and 49 percent in quality jobs, respectively. By contrast, just 29 percent of workers in leisure and hospitality and 26 percent of those in retail and warehouses were in quality jobs, Gallup found.
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Business
Why car insurance keeps climbing, and where premiums are highest
Auto coverage has surged 50 percent in the past five years, but calculating a driver's cost plays out very differently from one state to the next.

(Angela Weiss/AFP/Getty Images)


By Julie Weil | 2025-10-16

New Yorkers pay more than $4,000 a year for auto insurance, making it the most expensive state in the U.S. to insure vehicle. (Angela Weiss/AFP/Getty Images)


NEW YORK -- When Stephane moved from suburban Atlanta to the outskirts of New York City, he wasn't prepared for what it would do to his car coverage.
He had the same vehicle, the same driving record, the same coverage. Yet when he got insurance, "They told me, with everything staying as-is, the new price is triple."
Stephane, who spoke on the condition that he be identified by only his first name to speak candidly about his finances, now pays about $400 for his monthly premium. That adds up to more than 10 percent of the $50,000 a year he takes home from his hospital job.
"I'm just trying to keep up from a deficit," he said. "It was easier to budget back home, because it was cheaper." He wants to stay on Long Island near family, but finds himself wondering whether he should move into New York City so he can give up his car.
It's a question many consumers might face as auto insurance costs swell year after year. Rates have surged 4.7 percent for U.S. drivers in the last year and 50 percent over the past five, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. But increases can play out very differently from one state to the next.
The financial website MoneyGeek, which analyzed hundreds of policies, says the average driver will pay $902 a year for full coverage in Vermont but $2,912 for a comparable policy in Florida. "That is the exact same person," said Mark Fitzpatrick, an insurance analyst for the site.
Insurers consider many factors when setting prices, including population density (more people means more crashes); weather (hurricanes and hail are costly); local medical and car repair rates; and location, down to the Zip code. Even a state's propensity for "garage fraud" -- people who pretend their vehicle is located in a lower-cost state -- drives up premiums for car owners who register in the high-cost states.
While different analyses reach slightly different results, Bankrate found that New York, where Stephane moved, is the most expensive state in the country to insure a car; they said the average driver pays $4,031 a year for full coverage. The state has high population density and requires drivers to carry no-fault personal injury coverage, as well as coverage for uninsured or underinsured motorists. Second and third on the list, Louisiana and Florida, have rules around liability that can lead to costly legal challenges and are both prone to hurricanes. After back-to-back hurricanes, Helene and Milton, hit Florida last year, more than 90,000 drivers filed claims, costing insurers millions.
Premiums are also rising because claims are costlier due to growing price tags for health care, vehicles and automotive parts. Several of the nation's largest insurers did not respond to an inquiry from The Washington Post.
"Cars are changing. When you get in an accident now, if you damage your bumper, you're now having to realign and recalibrate sensors. It's no longer just replacing a piece of plastic," said Jon Godfread, president of the National Association of Insurance Commissioners.
Some state lawmakers have changed their insurance rules in recent years, trying to blunt the rising prices. But experts don't always agree on which rules lead to lower or higher premiums.
Unlike most businesses, insurers in nearly every state are required to submit price increases to a state regulator for review, rather than simply charging whatever the market will bear. In some cases, companies must get approval first before raising prices; in others, they must make their case to the regulator but can adopt the new rate right away.
"To me, the state insurance regulators have to scrutinize every single requested premium increase. The state legislature needs to keep a close eye on whether or not the state insurance regulator is rubber-stamping these requests," said Rohit Chopra, former head of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. "I personally think the state insurance regulators haven't really prioritized the issue. ... We actually need insurance regulators being really, really fixated on cost increases for key insurance products that households rely on."
Godfread, who is North Dakota's insurance commissioner and president of the national body, said he believes more states should require prior approval before insurance rates hit the market, as his does. "That's an important tool that we have to regulate the industry," he said. And he said more insurance regulators should be elected, like he is, so that they are accountable to citizens.
Eleven states elect their insurance commissioners, and several states have been changing their regulatory approach in recent years. Michigan and Georgia adopted prior approval, while Louisiana abandoned it.
Insurance companies contend that prior approval slows their work so much that it can cause insurers to leave a state altogether, leading to less competition and ultimately higher prices.
A private industry study, viewed by The Post, found little difference in the frequency of insurers' requested increases being approved in states that require prior approval and those that don't. It did find, however, that winning approval takes more time in prior-approval states.
"The harder that it is to be in business in the state means you're probably going to have less insurers in the market," said Sean Kevelighan, CEO of the industry group Insurance Information Institute.
The amount of coverage that drivers are required to purchase varies widely from state to state, and as accidents become more expensive to remediate due to medical and vehicle repair costs, several states are raising their required minimum coverage.
The average price of a new car just topped $50,000 for the first time, Kelley Blue Book reported this week. The Insurance Information Institute said that in 2023, its most recent year of data, the average collision damage claim cost $6,551 and injury claim cost $26,501.
Higher coverage minimums don't tend to line up neatly with higher prices. Louisiana, one of the most expensive states for car insurance, requires $30,000 in bodily injury liability coverage per accident, while states with lower premiums like Maine, North Carolina and Virginia require $100,000.
What does seem to make premiums more costly is personal injury protection. In the 14 states that require it under "no-fault" guidelines, a driver's insurance company must pay for their medical care in most cases, regardless of who caused the crash.
Until 2020, Michigan required all drivers to buy plans with unlimited lifetime coverage for personal medical costs. "Which is why Michigan is in the upper reaches of how much auto insurance costs," said Robert Passmore, of the American Property Casualty Insurance Association.
Advocates contend that no-fault laws make the system more efficient overall and end up saving money by avoiding costly lawsuits over who's at fault in an accident, even if premiums are higher up-front. In Florida, one of the most expensive states in the country for insurance, Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) vetoed an effort to revoke the state's no-fault rule because he said it would only lead to lawyers profiting off unnecessary trials.
Arizona State University law professor Gregory Shill cautioned against looking at requiring less insurance as a way to reduce costs. "Motorists should be required to carry policies that can realistically be expected to cover the costs of caring for or compensating those that they injure," he said. "That's in tension with the goal of lowering the cost of insurance. But do we want to live in a more primitive world where if you get struck by a car, you're just out of luck?"
Some states that top the list of most expensive insurance markets might seem predictable -- Florida has climate risks; New York has dense population and high prices. Others are not.
Fitzpatrick said that Louisiana made his list of most expensive states because "the way its law works, it makes the process of resolving claims very expensive."
Lawsuits over who is at fault in a car crash, and whose insurance should pay, are handled differently state to state. Insurers may be more likely to have to pay at least part of the cost of a crash in the few states where the tort law follows a standard called "pure comparative negligence," which means even someone at fault for the accident can claim some payment. Those states include California and New York.
More arcane rules specifically relating to car crash lawsuits can also drastically raise the cost of litigation in the state.
Florida and Louisiana have passed tort reform, including changing to a modified comparative negligence standard -- so drivers deemed more than 50 percent at fault for the collision can't claim payment.
Passmore, the insurance industry organization leader, suggested that one of the best things states could do would be to reduce the frequency and severity of car crashes, indirectly bringing down the cost of insurance. Speed limits, speed bumps, roundabouts and other safety measures would make driving safer, he said -- and safer means cheaper to insure.
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Media
Reporters leave Pentagon en masse after refusing to sign on to new rules
After turning in their press credentials, journalists covering the Defense Department walked out of the Pentagon rather than comply with its restrictive policies.

Reporters walk out of the Pentagon together Wednesday after turning in their credentials. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Scott Nover | 2025-10-15
The nation's military and defense journalists exited the Pentagon in unison Wednesday afternoon, having had their accreditation revoked after refusing to agree to the Defense Department's new restrictions on their newsgathering activities.
The new rules, which among other things bar reporters from soliciting information that the government hasn't authorized for them, prompted journalists from The Washington Post and dozens of other outlets to turn in their press credentials and decamp for possibly the last time during Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth's tenure.
More than 30 members of the Pentagon press corps walked out of the building together before the 5 p.m. deadline, crossing a foot bridge and descending a long staircase that empties out on the northeast end of the five-sided building.
"This is a sad day for those who support a free press," said Nancy A. Youssef, a staff writer for the Atlantic and a longtime Pentagon correspondent. "But I'm incredibly honored to be part of a press corps that stuck together and was committed to protecting our First Amendment rights."
The Defense Department cited security concerns in putting forward the new regulations, which include provisions to curtail the media's access to large parts of the department's vast headquarters where they were previously allowed to circulate.
In a statement, chief Pentagon spokesman Sean Parnell said: "The guidelines in the memo provided to credentialed resident media at the Pentagon reaffirms the standards that are already in line with every other military base in the country. These are basic, common-sense guidelines to protect sensitive information as well as the protection of national security and the safety of all who work at the Pentagon."
Negotiations with the Pentagon Press Association over the new policy led to some changes but didn't fully allay media members' concerns. The PPA said Wednesday that most of its members had not signed on to the new policy "over its implicit threat of criminalizing national security reporting and exposing those who sign it to potential prosecution."
The press corps spent the day clearing their desks, in some cases carting out remnants of years in the building -- a yellowed Rolodex; a red-, white- and blue-corded Ameritech phone from the 1996 Democratic convention in Chicago. A pale sticky note clinging to a pile of folders that read: "Rumsfeld trip to Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iraq, Jordan. Dec. 20-25, 2005."
Television networks tore down their broadcast booths, full of technical gear and soundproofing equipment, that had been used for live shots from the Pentagon. Journalists lugged out boxes and rolled suitcases full of gear. Hand trucks and black roller bins carried the bulk of personal belongings and even trash.

CBS crew members pack up the contents of their broadcast booth in the press area of the Pentagon on Wednesday. (Kevin Wolf/AP)


The mood was heavy -- reporters hugged and some shed tears. "It kind of reminds me of a college dorm move-out without the happiness of summer," said one reporter, who, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak.
Another said they were thanked throughout the day by civilian staffers and military personnel within the Pentagon. "I'm shocked by the number of people stopping me in the hallway today to say 'Goodbye' and 'Thank you,'" the reporter said. "Generals and admirals and people telling me that they appreciate us. People I don't even know."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/10/15/reporters-leave-pentagon-en-masse-after-refusing-sign-new-rules/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Economic Policy
Trump to expand government stake in strategic sectors to combat China
Greater domestic mining and processing of rare earth minerals is an especially urgent priority in battling Chinese competition, the treasury secretary said.

President Donald Trump. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By David J. Lynch | 2025-10-15
The Trump administration plans to expand the government's role in strategic industries by taking ownership stakes in additional companies, stockpiling critical minerals and using its purchasing power to shape corporate spending choices, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said Wednesday.
The treasury secretary, who routinely disparages the public sector as inefficient and unwieldy, said Washington needed to be more active in five to seven key industries as part of its response to the competitive challenge posed by China.
Greater domestic mining and processing of rare earth minerals, which are essential for products such as smartphones, jet engines, medical devices and electric vehicle motors, are an especially urgent priority, Bessent said. On Friday, China announced new restrictions on its rare earth exports, which prompted President Donald Trump to threaten additional 100 percent tariffs on Chinese products beginning Nov. 1.
"When you are facing a nonmarket economy like China, then you have to exercise industrial policy," said Bessent, who spoke at an "Invest in America" forum sponsored by CNBC.
Earlier, the treasury secretary lambasted a lower-ranking Chinese official for making what he described as "slightly unhinged" demands during trade talks weeks before the export limits were unveiled.
Friday's announcement from Beijing rattled financial markets and sparked an outburst from Trump, which cast a shadow over plans for the U.S. and Chinese presidents to meet at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in South Korea at the end of the month.
By Sunday, Trump's social media posts had turned friendlier toward China, and he suggested the threatened tariffs might never take effect. On Wednesday, Bessent said the meeting with Xi, "as far as I know," was still on, adding that the U.S. did not want to "decouple" from the world's second-largest economy.
Through July, total trade between the two nations is down almost 20 percent compared with the same period last year, according to the Census Bureau.
Administration officials see domestic industries such as pharmaceuticals, shipbuilding, semiconductors and steel as legitimate targets for government aid and protection, Bessent said. The U.S. also needs a strategic mineral stockpile akin to the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, established in the mid-1970s in response to the 1973 Arab oil embargo.
The administration's enthusiasm for industrial policy -- targeted tax incentives and public subsidies designed to benefit specific types of economic activity -- is striking, given how Trump officials have disparaged similar Biden administration initiatives.
Trump has sought to terminate tens of billions of dollars' worth of President Joe Biden's green energy programs and criticized his predecessor's subsidies for domestic semiconductor production as "a horrible, horrible thing." Bessent last year accused Biden of pursuing "the discredited economic philosophy of central planning" in a speech to the right-of-center Manhattan Institute.
Under Trump, the government has taken a "golden share" in U.S. Steel -- which the president used to block the closure of a steel processing facility in Granite City, Illinois -- and converted a grant into part ownership of Intel, a struggling U.S. chipmaker.
In July, the Defense Department took a 15 percent stake in MP Materials, a Nevada-based rare earths producer, for $400 million and also established a price floor for the company's output.
Government-dictated prices are needed to prevent state-backed Chinese companies from flooding the market and making it impossible for others to compete, Bessent said. The administration intends to establish similar price floors and offer purchase commitments "across a range of industries."
The government's involvement helped attract JPMorgan Chase, which committed $1 billion in financing to MP Material's second U.S. manufacturing facility, he added.
On Wednesday, the treasury secretary said the administration would not take ownership stakes in "nonstrategic industries," adding, "We do have to be very careful not to overreach."
In a hint of future action, he said U.S. defense companies are "woefully behind" schedule with their deliveries, which suggests the government should "prod them" to spend more money on research and less on repurchasing their own stock to drive up its value.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/10/15/trump-targets-strategic-industries/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Economic Policy
Trump is opting some of the government out of the shutdown
The administration is finding ways to pay troops and for government work Trump favors while targeting "Democrat programs" for layoffs or closures.

A person walks past National Guard troops near the U.S. Health and Human Services building in Washington on Sept. 25. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Jacob Bogage, Riley Beggin, Perry Stein | 2025-10-16
President Donald Trump is all but ignoring the federal shutdown for parts of the government he favors -- keeping paychecks flowing for military service members and FBI agents and backfilling publicly sensitive social benefit programs in a push to alleviate political pain from the closure as it enters its third week.
The White House budget office on Tuesday posted on social media that the administration was preparing to "batten down the hatches," lay off more federal workers and dig in for a prolonged impasse.
But Trump has also used the shutdown as an opening to seize additional power and render Congress -- where negotiations are at a standstill -- a nonfactor in managing the country's finances.
The president moved last week to lay off more than 4,000 government workers, and his administration has already signaled more dismissals are on the way. He has repurposed leftover funding that is still available despite the shutdown away from government research to make payroll for active-duty troops. Money from his One Big Beautiful Bill, the mammoth tax and immigration package he signed into law in July, will go toward compensating members of the Coast Guard, part of the Department of Homeland Security.
FBI Director Kash Patel said Wednesday in the Oval Office that Trump "found a way" to compensate the FBI's "1811 agents" -- which refers to special agents -- during the shutdown, though he did not elaborate on the funding source. That means that other people within the FBI who are not agents -- including translators, employees who process crime images, analysts and more -- remain unpaid.
The FBI Agents Association thanked Trump for paying the special agents during the shutdown but said not paying other personnel would hurt the bureau. 
"If the shutdown continues, the Bureau will be forced to curtail travel, training, hiring, and other vital operations, slowing investigations and weakening coordination with law enforcement partners," a statement from the association reads. "Public safety and national security must not be jeopardized."
"We got the people that we want paid, paid," Trump said Wednesday in the Oval Office. "We're getting rid of programs that we didn't like but that were negotiated in. We're terminating those programs and they're going to be terminated on a permanent basis. And it's thousands of people and it's billions of dollars. We're getting rid of a lot of things that we never wanted because of the fact that they made this stupid move."
Revenue from tariffs, the crown jewel of Trump's economic strategy, is filling the account for WIC, the anti-hunger program for women, infants and children.
Trump's military deployments to Democratic-controlled cities have been uninterrupted, along with nationwide immigration raids.
"We're closing up programs that are Democrat programs that we wanted to close up or that we never wanted to happen. And now we're closing them up, and we're not going to let them come back. The Democrats are getting killed," Trump said Tuesday. "We're not closing up Republican programs because we think they work."
The White House's moves may not be legal. There are stringent laws about how and when the executive branch can redirect congressionally approved funding, and the administration appears to be running afoul of several of them, experts say.
"Congress has to say what money can be used for out of the general treasury. That's the whole point of Congress," Shalanda Young, the White House budget chief in the Biden administration, told The Washington Post. "I know they don't believe in it, but they got to believe in it enough to know that they just can't take money out of the treasury for whatever they want to do."
But many of Trump's moves are politically popular -- House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) on Tuesday said he supported paying military members during the shutdown -- and House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) goaded the president's opponents into trying to stop him.
"If the Democrats want to go to court to challenge troops being paid, bring it. I'm grateful for a commander in chief that understands the priorities of the country," Johnson said.
The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment. The Office of Management and Budget declined to comment.
Just last week, Johnson and Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) rejected suggestions Congress should pass a bill to fund military pay itself, arguing the fastest way to get the troops paid is for Democrats to support a GOP-led funding measure that has now been defeated on the Senate floor eight times.
"Where they are trying to find some of the funding is out of areas of the budget that obviously they will replenish and pay back," Thune told reporters Tuesday, when asked whether it is legal for the president to use money for other programs to pay troops and other federal employees during the shutdown. "But these are decisions that get forced upon you when the government shuts down."
Trump on Wednesday cited his authority as commander in chief and ordered Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth to tap "any funds appropriated by Congress" to the department that remain available in the 2026 fiscal year to pay active duty military personnel.
The president's authority over the military is generally irrelevant to their more limited powers to control spending. The Constitution vests those abilities solely with Congress.
Over the weekend, the Pentagon said it would repurpose about $8 billion in military research and development funding to pay active-duty troops, enough for slightly more than a single pay period. (Trump said Tuesday that "a very wealthy person" had offered to cover "any shortfall" for paying military personnel, but he did not elaborate.)
But the president's order Wednesday, which could well face legal scrutiny, would green-light vast sums for military payroll, further blunting the pain of a persisting shutdown.
Administrations do have flexibility to determine what programs continue with unpaid workers or close entirely during shutdowns. But Trump is exercising significantly more control than most past presidents have in previous funding lapses -- and partisan considerations appear to be driving many of the decisions.
Trump and lawmakers in Congress remain deadlocked as the shutdown drags into a third week. Republicans control both chambers of Congress but lack the votes in the Senate to defeat a filibuster of legislation to fund ongoing operations. Democrats insist that Trump and the GOP must cut a deal to preserve health insurance subsidies as part of any agreement to reopen the government.
Lawmakers have sometimes -- but not always -- been briefed beforehand on the administration's plans to reroute federal funds.
Sen. John Hoeven (R-North Dakota), who leads the Appropriations subcommittee overseeing the WIC program, said the Agriculture Department briefed him on the potential shortfall on the first day of the shutdown. As the funding cliff approached, USDA coordinated with him and the White House budget office to make a plan to support the hunger program using tariff funds under a 1935 law that directs customs revenue to food programs.
Hoeven said the administration moving funds around doesn't diminish congressional authority over spending, even if money is spent in a way Congress did not originally intend.
"Democrats are leaving the administration and us no choice. When they shut down government, there's no choice: By default the administration has to do what they can, and they're going to follow their priorities, not the Democrats' priorities," he said.
The shutdown has already caused nationwide flight delays, closed taxpayer help lines at the Internal Revenue Service, snarled permitting approvals at the Environmental Protection Agency and the Transportation Department, and shut off some access to national parks.
Shutdowns are generally resolved because of political pain, lawmakers say privately: when missed paychecks or government benefits start to drag too heavily on the economy, when airport delays create chaos over major travel holidays or when outside events such as natural disasters compel Congress to act.
But Trump's moves have generally smoothed over those pressure points, at least for the time being, when the White House has relatively noncontroversial methods of funding the agencies it prioritizes.
"I'm grateful for President Trump for finding a way to keep milk flowing to moms and babies through WIC, and paychecks going to our troops," said Rep. Lisa C. McClain (Michigan), who chairs the House Republican Conference. "Yes, I'm happy, but that's not going to last forever."
Kadia Goba, Marianna Sotomayor and Theodoric Meyer contributed to this report.
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Media
Media including Fox News overwhelmingly reject Pentagon press policy
Fox News, along with ABC, CBS, NBC and CNN, said that the Pentagon policy violates their "core journalistic protections."

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth in the Oval Office last month. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Scott Nover | 2025-10-15
Fox News, along with ABC, CBS and NBC, did not sign the Defense Department's press policy by Tuesday's deadline, having earlier in the day denounced the new regulations in a joint statement that included CNN, which previously said it would not sign.
"Today, we join virtually every other news organization in declining to agree to the Pentagon's new requirements, which would restrict journalists' ability to keep the nation and the world informed of important national security issues," the news networks wrote. "The policy is without precedent and threatens core journalistic protections. We will continue to cover the U.S. military as each of our organizations has done for many decades, upholding the principles of a free and independent press."
Fox's dissent is notable considering the Trump-friendly views of many of its opinion hosts, whose ranks previously included Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth.
The policy prohibits journalists from accessing or soliciting information the Defense Department doesn't make available for them and revokes Pentagon press credentials from those who will not sign on. The new rules have drawn an anguished chorus of detractors across the ideological spectrum since they were announced last month.
The TV networks joined many other outlets in saying no, including The Washington Post, the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, the Associated Press, Reuters, Bloomberg News and the Atlantic. Right-wing outlets including Newsmax, the Washington Times, the Daily Caller and the Washington Examiner also declined to sign, along with a raft of defense-related trade publications. (A list of outlets' stances on the rules is below.)
As of Tuesday's 5 p.m. deadline, only the MAGA-friendly One America News had said it would sign the policy.
The result, the Atlantic's Nancy Youssef wrote Monday on X, is that reporters will take part in an unprecedented clearing out of the Defense Department's gargantuan headquarters in Northern Virginia. "Starting Wednesday, for the first time since the Pentagon opened in 1943, there will be likely no major news outlets accredited to cover the [department], the one spending nearly $1 trillion of taxpayer money."
The Pentagon Press Association, which represents the Pentagon press corps members, formally asked the Defense Department on Monday to reconsider the new rules.
"There is no need or justification for [the Pentagon] to require reporters to affirm their understanding of vague, likely unconstitutional policies as a precondition to reporting from Pentagon facilities," the PPA said in a statement. "The Pentagon's required acknowledgment is particularly problematic because it demands reporters to express an 'understanding' that harm inevitably flows from the disclosure of unauthorized information, classified or not -- something everyone involved knows to be untrue."
The Defense Department did not respond to a request for comment.
Hegseth defended the new rules in a brief appearance at the White House on Tuesday with President Donald Trump. "It's commonsense stuff, Mr. President," he said. "We're trying to make sure national security is respected, and we're proud of the policy."
Trump indirectly endorsed Hegseth's more restrictive regulations in a brief exchange with the media,
"You walk around the White House talking to anybody that can breathe," he told a reporter. "But I find that when it comes to war and now our great Department of War ... it bothers me to have soldiers and, even, you know, high-ranking generals walking around with you guys on their sleeve asking -- because they can make a mistake, and a mistake can be tragic."
In a message to The Post late Tuesday, Hegseth's lawyer, Tim Parlatore, said the media's objections to the policy were overstated. "The only issue is where you ask a DoW employee to commit a crime to give [unauthorized information] to you," he said, using an acronym for the Trump administration's rebranded Department of War. "Beyond that narrow circumstance, it is fair game."
On Tuesday, the mood at the Pentagon press facilities was grim, according to credentialed journalists who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly. Journalists emptied out their desks of items that in some cases had been accrued over decades. Networks picked up broadcasting equipment to lug back to their bureaus. Through it all, there was an air of sadness but also resilience, people said. "Everyone is united but disappointed that it's come to this," one reporter said.
"Most reporters just feel determined to keep doing their jobs," another said. "It'll make it harder for sure. But I think everyone understands this is about a defense secretary who is actually quite thin-skinned."
"Camaraderie is still really good among the reporters," another correspondent said. "If any press corps knows how to cope with gallows humor, it's absolutely this one."
Liam Scott and Maegan Vazquez contributed to this report.
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Taste Test
The best frozen pizza? This reader favorite beat our taste test winner.
After tasting top-selling brands, we tried the pies that readers enthusiastically recommended -- and crowned a new champion.

(Photos by Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/For The Washington Post)


By Emily Heil | 2025-10-16
After we published our taste test last month ranking the top-selling frozen pizza brands around, we quickly discovered that our readers have some Big Pizza Feelings -- just like we do. The comment section on the story was flooded with recommendations and endorsements of various beloved brands that did not make the cut for our sampling, sometimes accompanied by enthusiastic praise and testimonies about how long readers and their families had considered them favorites.
We were intrigued, so we decided to try a handful of these reader suggestions for ourselves. Our initial test was based on market research showing top-selling pizzas. But for this one, it was personal. To come up with our list of contenders, we analyzed the comments and looked for the most-mentioned brands. We identified the top five and set out to test those, along with the winner of our initial test, DiGiorno's Classic Crust. As we did the first time, we selected a simple cheese version of each brand to keep the comparison as apples-to-apples as possible. (Many comments simply mentioned the brand itself without identifying a preferred style.)
To bake the pizzas, we followed the instructions on the package, adhering to the exact time when specified and using visual cues when offered a range. And again, we conducted a blind test in which eight of our colleagues were given six samples without knowing what brands they were tasting. They gave each a score of 1 to 10, taking into account appearance, flavor and texture, meaning each sample had a possible high score of 80 and a low of 8.
The results of our initial test were reinforced -- tasters still gave DiGiorno high marks. But the people had spoken, and they were not wrong: The brand with the most mentions in our comments section easily beat out all the competition in the second test.
It seems we have a new favorite pie, and we have readers to thank.
Here's which reader-favorite frozen pizzas rose and which ones fell flat:
Score: 29
Several tasters deemed this entrant "bland," but it was the crust -- "spongy" and soft, according to our panel -- that really doomed it in our rankings. "Like soft white bread from an industrial loaf," according to one. Perhaps you would get more mileage out of one of the brand's vegetable-topped pizzas, which some readers recommended from this long-standing vegetarian brand.
(Price: $11.99/13 ounces at Harris Teeter)
Score: 38
It is generally accepted canon around here that Rao's makes the best jarred marinara sauce you can buy. (It won not one, but two Food Lab blind taste tests.) And so the brand's poor performance in this test was a disappointment. Tasters liked the visual evidence of herbs (it was one of only a few in the bunch to have flecks of green indicating some fresh produce had been involved in its production), but it was the cheese that did it in: The strands did not melt fully by the time the crust browned, leaving an unappealing mass. "Like a thick curtain of rubber," complained one taster. But it had some fans. "A chic little slice," said one. "Generous with the cheese and herbs."
(Price: $12.69/18.3 ounces at Target)
Score: 42
This brand is known for its Detroit-style pies, which are far heftier and more focaccia-adjacent than the others in the group. People liked its "thick," "puffed-up" base. But there might have been a cheese-distribution issue at play, with a couple of tasters noting that their slices were unevenly sprinkled with cheese and others complaining that the amount of cheese was simply lacking ("Sparse on the cheese!"). We'd be interested to try the pepperoni version of this brand, which several readers recommended.
(Price: $8.99/25.84 ounces at Giant)

Clockwise from top left: Amy's Cheese Pizza, Home Run Inn Cheese Classic Pizza (our taste test winner), Motor City Pizza Co. Four Cheese Pizza, Newman's Own Four Cheese Pizza, Rao's Five Cheese Pizza and DiGiorno Classic Crust Cheese Pizza. 


Score: 45
Tasters liked that they could see and taste the variety of cheese on this pie from the company known for its do-gooding ways ("a bouquet of distinct cheese," including "heavy notes of parm"), which one said gave it an "elevated" feel. But the sauce was a little lost, and tasters also wished it had a deeper color instead of the "pale" visage it offered up.
(Price: $8.19/16 ounces at Giant)
Score: 49
This freezer-aisle staple brand was the champion of our initial taste test, and it performed well again in Round 2. Colleagues liked the three-part harmony of crust, cheese and sauce. Each component got good marks on its own -- the base was appealingly crisp, the sauce flavorful, and the cheese offered a rare "pull" -- and they were deemed to be deployed in a satisfying way. "There's a good ratio of all the components," as one said. "DiGiorno has figured out food science on frozen pizza," as one of the commenters on the original story summed it up.
(Price: $4.67/19.1 ounces at Walmart)
Score: 65
What's that sound? Oh, just the crown getting knocked off our initial winner. This brand -- which began as a chain of pizzerias in the Chicago area -- ran away with top honors in this test. Near-universal raves from the panel focused on its cheese coverage, such as "brown and crispy," "very bronze on top" and "all the way to the edge," as well as its thin crust. The cracker-y base layer, which the company describes as "tavern-style," might not be for everyone, but our panelists were fans of the way it formed layers, almost like a laminated pastry such as a croissant.
Several tasters noted a bit of oil on the surface, but rather than turning people off, it seemed to lend this an "authentic" vibe. Overall, this pie -- which was also the weightiest of the bunch at 27 ounces -- was the clear star. According to one panelist: "a very sexy slice."
(Price: $8.99/27 ounces at Safeway)
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Eat Voraciously
This coconut-herb chutney adds a spark to mild white fish
Packet cooking is the key to this Parsi-style white fish recipe, adapted from Maryam Jillani's "Pakistan."

Parsi-Style Fish Packets With Spicy Mint Chutney. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb)


By Daniela Galarza | 2025-10-16
This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
It wasn't until she began researching recipes to include in her cookbook, "Pakistan," that Maryam Jillani came across this dish of plump white fish, with each piece steamed in a packet under a blanket of green, coconut-scented chutney. It's a Parsi dish.
Get the recipe: Parsi-Style Fish Packets With Spicy Mint Chutney
"Since I grew up in Islamabad, I didn't grow up around the Parsi community," Jillani told me. Parsis, who practice Zoroastrianism, migrated from Persia to the Indian subcontinent between the 8th and 10th centuries. Most of their dwindling population resides in Mumbai and Gujarat, India, but, as Jillani writes, a small community settled in Karachi, Pakistan, in the late 1840s.
Today, Karachi is home to some 20 million people. It's a massive hub of locals and migrants from Afghanistan, China, India, Iran and beyond. Though fewer than 1,000 Parsis still live in Pakistan, their culture is well-documented and their food is well-liked.
"When I started talking to people about recipes to include [in the book] from the Parsi community, so many people told me I had to include this dish. It's beloved even among outsiders," Jillani said.
So she went to one of the best-known Parsi chefs in the country, Zarnak Sidhwa, to learn how to make it. A banker turned chocolatier, Sidhwa has been a fixture on Pakistan's food channel, Hum Masala (better known as Masala TV), for more than a decade. She cooks such things as sweets, street food specialities and Western-style dishes, but her niche has always been Parsi cuisine.
"Before we started cooking, she walked me through the four tenets of Parsi cuisine," Jillani said. "Sweet, bitter, sour and mild."

Wrapping the fish. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb)


It's easy to see how those elements come together in this fish dish. A teaspoon of sugar in the chutney brings out the sweetness of the dried coconut flakes. Ground turmeric and raw garlic add a subtle bitter edge alongside sour lemon juice. Finally, the recipe calls for a mild white fish, such as cod, bass or halibut. It anchors the other, more lively elements.
The original recipe called for the chutney-topped fish to be wrapped in banana leaves before cooking. As the fish steams inside the packets, the leaves give off a vegetal base flavor and scent. In this adaptation, we're substituting aluminum foil -- a swap that Sidhwa approved -- which is easier to find. But if you can find banana leaves, fresh or frozen and defrosted, wrap the fish in those, using toothpicks to hold everything in place.
"It's one of those dishes that looks very fancy, and it's very beautiful, but it's straightforward to prepare," Jillani said, noting that, at the cookbook photo shoot, it was the dish that everyone couldn't wait to make again in their own kitchens. They chatted about adapting it to use other herbs, chiles, aromatics and fish. I hope you'll consider making it as Jillani and Sidhwa do, then try making it your own.
Get the recipe: Parsi-Style Fish Packets With Spicy Mint Chutney
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: I feel so out of place living in my wife's Southern hometown
Letter writer agreed to move to wife's hometown not knowing how isolating it would be.

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-10-16
Dear Sahaj: My wife and I married in the mid-2000s. I'm Asian American, she's White, and we built a happy life on the West Coast, where my family lives and where I feel deeply rooted. Just before the pandemic, my wife -- who is from the South -- asked to move closer to her aging parents. Without much discussion, we bought a house in the South. At the time, I told myself, "Happy wife, happy life."
Now, years later, I'm filled with regret that I didn't think more carefully about the downsides. As an Asian American in the South, I often feel out of place, and I miss the belonging I had in the Bay Area. Along with regret, I feel resentment: I sacrificed a great deal to honor her desire to move, but she seems unwilling to reciprocate when it comes to my longing to return.
When I raise the issue, she says we might revisit it in 2030, after our daughter graduates high school. But that feels unbearably far away, and I fear she'll resist even then. I've tried to find compromises -- like more trips or a second home in the Bay Area -- but the truth is we spend nearly all our time in the South. Meanwhile, I carry the financial load for a lifestyle that doesn't feel like mine.
I feel stuck between three options: accept this life in the South, try to create a bicoastal arrangement or keep pressing for a return to the Bay Area in 2030. How do I honor my own needs without damaging my marriage further? And how can I talk with my wife in a way that moves us forward, instead of deepening resentment?
-- Lost
Lost: At this point, you aren't compromising, you are sacrificing. A compromise requires both people to stretch toward the middle, while a sacrifice means only one person keeps stretching -- losing themselves, and their needs, in the process. Your resentment makes sense, but if it's not addressed, it will corrode your marriage. If it hasn't already.
"Happy wife, happy life" might have felt harmless at first, but it quietly made your happiness conditional on hers. Ask yourself: Does my wife really know how miserable I am? Or am I hiding how bad it's gotten to keep the peace? It doesn't make you a bad partner to have changed your mind. You may have agreed to move because you understood how important it was to her, or because you genuinely thought it was temporary. You can name this while being vulnerable in order to invite empathy and not defensiveness. This can sound like: "I realize I said yes to moving because I wanted you to feel supported. I don't regret caring for you, but I want to be honest about how I feel now. I feel isolated here, and I need to feel like where we live also nurtures me."
Be specific about the problem so it's something you can tackle together, by saying something like: "The move solved one need -- closeness to your parents -- but it created another problem -- distance from the communities that make me feel alive. How do we, as a team, address both kinds of belonging?" It's possible that your wife may not fully understand how racialized belonging operates. What she experiences as "a simple move" feels to you like "a loss of safety and identity visibility." When you talk, describe the sensory and emotional experiences -- the looks, the silences, the absence of familiar cues, the lack of cultural community -- not just "I don't fit in."
If she continues to hold on to 2030 as the anchor, shift from "move or don't move" to "how do we build belonging together." Right now, you're having the same back-and-forth focused on moving. To break that loop, you each need to name what you fear. For example, you may admit that if you stay in the South, you are worried you'll lose yourself because of how unanchored you feel. And she may admit that if you both move, she'll feel like she's abandoning her parents. The very first step is to acknowledge that both fears are real.
If after continuing to broach this conversation with vulnerability, staying is necessary for now, name what you need to make it livable: regular travel to the Bay Area, virtual connections with friends and family, local Asian American networks or therapy for cultural grief. The goal is to actively build belonging rather than endure disconnection. If you are looking to create a bicoastal compromise, you'll need structure. Could you take a month or two each year in the Bay Area? Could you redirect part of your financial load to fund that arrangement instead of a second home later? Name this as part of your wellness and identity, not luxury. And finally, if returning in 2030 is realistic, you can still create shared accountability: Explore job possibilities, schooling options or housing market research together, so the dream doesn't feel deferred indefinitely or something that you are carrying alone.
Finally, if you realize there are deeper patterns of imbalance in the relationship, or you struggle to name disappointment, a couples therapist may be integral to helping you both give space to each of your feelings and needs while also rebuilding fairness and connection before logistics are even revisited. After all, sometimes the safest way to be fully honest is in a space where both of you feel witnessed.
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Travel
The rules of reclining, according to 7 frequent fliers
Most of the expert travelers we interviewed said reclining an airplane seat is okay, under certain conditions. But some said they never do it.

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


By Hannah Sampson | 2025-10-16
During a recent trip in Spain, Bruce Poon Tip hopped on a quick flight to Mallorca on the budget airline Ryanair.
The time in the air was short, but two passengers quickly got into a loud disagreement. Someone had reclined their seat into another person's space, and they weren't having it.
"My Spanish is weak at best, but I could get the gist of what they were saying: 'I paid for my seat and have some respect for other people,'" said Poon Tip, founder of the Toronto-based tour company G Adventures.
The offended party was "exceptionally tall with very long legs," Poon Tip added.
Like screaming babies, armrest battles and tuna salad for a mid-flight snack, the question of whether reclining is bad form sparks debate among anyone who spends time in economy. Social media rants, furniture ad campaigns and comedy routines have been devoted to the subject. There are etiquette guides galore.
A new cabin configuration on some planes entering the fleet of Canadian airline WestJet made headlines recently because only some of the seats have the ability to recline -- and they cost extra. The rest are described as having a "fixed recline."
While pointing fingers at each other, many fliers direct their wrath at the airline industry for eating away at legroom in the name of profits.
"The airlines, to be clear, bear a lot of responsibility for this with how tight the economy seating layouts have become," said Ben Mutzabaugh, managing editor for aviation at the Points Guy.
So, is it ever okay to recline? We surveyed seven frequent fliers in an attempt to conduct a healthy debate. All agreed: No one should recline during meal service. After that, their opinions ran the gamut.
Don Broussard, a content creator based in Houston who works in finance, said he has flown on at least 50 different airlines around the world. He has a firm anti-recline stance. He doesn't do it. He doesn't like when people in front of him do it. He hasn't even found it comfortable when he's tried it.
"It didn't help at all," he said. "I feel like it created more discomfort. I'm crammed in my lower half and then it creates this weird position at the top."
Broussard, who is just under 6 feet tall, said he would prefer airlines invest in giving travelers more legroom. He could do without the recline option altogether.
"They need to get rid of it," he said. "I personally don't see the benefit of it."
At 7 feet tall, New York City-based stand-up comedian Liam Nelson also doesn't find reclining helpful enough to be worth fighting about when he flies most weekends. He only does it if no one sits behind him or a passenger clearly wouldn't need the space. Instead, he tries to lean forward on a tray, angle against a window or slump in his seat -- ideally in an exit row.
On a flight earlier this year, however, he was in a regular seat on a small plane when the woman ahead of him tried to recline and ran into an unmoving obstacle: his knees. She continued trying throughout the trip, "body slamming me with her chair like a WWE wrestler," Nelson said. A flight attendant got involved more than once to warn her to stop.
Nelson said he finds reclining to be "kind of a faux pas," but also a way for airlines to deflect ire.
"It gives us that little bit of a tool to blame each other for the lack of space on the plane," he said. "I'm not cramped because this seat's tiny, I'm cramped because this guy wanted to lean back two inches."
Travel expert and TV host Samantha Brown, who has been filming her upcoming season of "Places to Love" on PBS to air in January, has caveats around reclining: She never does it on trips that are less than three hours, and she intentionally waits about a half hour into the flight to give the person behind her time to adjust to the airplane environment.
"It goes back to: The seat reclines, so you have a right to recline. It's as simple as that," said Brown, who at 5-3 said she can "fit anywhere."
She said she's had seats push back into her laptop, though she doesn't think any of those occasions were intentional.
"I think people take it too personally, because I have certainly tried to ease that seat back slowly so it's not abrupt. You have no control over that," she said.
Mutzabaugh is torn on the topic. He understands the view that if you're able to recline, you should be allowed. But does that mean you should?
"I'd rather not impose myself on the person behind me -- or if I do, I'd rather make it as minimal as possible," he said. "I do generally try not to recline on most flights."
Mutzabaugh, who is 5-9, will lean back under some conditions: usually on a red-eye when he's hoping to sleep, or at some point if it's a long cross-country flight. He tries to have "some situational awareness" about who's behind him in case that person is very tall or working on a computer. (He also worries that a sudden recline in front of him could destroy his laptop).
When he reclines, he tries to only go back a third or half of the distance the seat will actually go to minimize the intrusion.
"That's the compromise I strike in my own head," he said.
All the frequent fliers interviewed for this story had their own reclining code of conduct.
Kevin Droniak, a content creator known for his "micro trips," only reclines for flights over about four hours, and typically on red-eyes or at times when most passengers are trying to sleep. He keeps meal service recline-free.
Poon Tip, the G Adventures founder, said he won't recline if someone behind him is tall or just generally needs more space. He'll shell out for a seat with more room for himself if he needs to sleep during flights heading to meetings or speaking engagements.
Sarah Greaves-Gabbadon, a Miami-based travel writer and on-screen host who blogs under the name JetSetSarah, describes herself as "an unapologetic but considerate recliner."
"I firmly believe in everyone's right to recline; however, I do think that with reclining comes great responsibility," she said. "And that is to consider the person behind you."
She has a reclining method that she admits is "not fooling anybody but me." As the plane ascends, she slowly reclines in sync with the climb.
"If I do that when I am ascending, the person behind me won't notice it as much," she said. "We're all falling back, and so does the seat."
At 4 feet and 91/2 inches, she is cognizant that she has ample legroom. She said she's never had a bad experience with someone reclining into her, though she will ask a fellow passenger to keep their seat up during mealtime.
"We are all cramped, we all want a little more space," she said.
Mutzabaugh, who flies between one and three times a month, doesn't ask for permission from the person behind him, saying it feels like the request puts everyone in a bad spot.
"It really is the art of conflict avoidance," he said.
He said he would find "some peace of mind" in not having the option to recline at all. But he also doesn't really want the airlines to make the decision for him.
"I think it is really that touchy of a subject," Mutzabaugh said. "Even the most considerate, empathetic person, you put them on a plane and it's hard to come up with a solution everyone agrees with."
Droniak, on the other hand, said he always asks the person behind him for permission to recline, either verbally or through gestures.
"I want to not be annoying to people and just randomly shove my chair in their face," he said. "I don't love it when people do that to me, especially when I'm not prepared for it."
He generally believes passengers should be allowed to take the option to make their flight more comfortable -- within the bounds of plane etiquette.
"I think that creates a more friendly space in the cabin," he said.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Chatty neighbors slow me down when I'm running to the bathroom
After a long commute home, the letter writer is always dashing to the bathroom - and rudely cutting off neighbor in the process.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-10-16
Dear Miss Manners: After commuting to the same job for 15 years, 15 minutes from my home, last winter I took a better job an hour away. My body refuses to adjust to this new reality. Even though I have virtually stopped drinking water or coffee in the afternoons, and even though I visit the ladies' room last thing before leaving the office, I ALWAYS arrive home urgently needing to go to the bathroom.
It's been 10 months now, and it's not getting any better. The problem is that I live in a 200-unit apartment building full of sociable folks, many of whom are senior citizens who sit in the lobby, through which I must pass to get to my apartment. In the past, I would stop, say hello and briefly catch up on my way into the building, which I enjoyed and I hope my neighbors did, too.
Now I'm just zooming through, sometimes cutting off people's greetings a bit curtly. I feel rude, but the alternative (an accident in the lobby) seems worse.
Is there a polite way to say, "Can't talk now! Gotta go to the bathroom! Please don't be offended" without coming right out and saying that? Or is total honesty the best policy?
Is now a good time to talk? Miss Manners only asks because ... you know.
No, honesty is not the best policy here. Better to look concerned and antsy, excuse yourself, and dash.
Telling the whole story is unnecessary. If your neighbors thought you were making up an excuse to get away from them, they will still think so after you give your explanation. And the full story would invite discussions you do not want to have, especially at that time. Every senior citizen in the building -- no, make that every resident over the age of 30 -- is going to tell you about the doctor, prescription or home remedy that solved a similar problem.
Also, telling the whole story is undignified.
Dear Miss Manners: We live near a university campus with walking trails -- some paved, some heavily wooded. Many locals and students take advantage of them daily. Between my energetic dog and my fast pace, we often catch up to other walkers from behind. I hate to startle them by suddenly appearing next to them, but this situation happens frequently.
I intentionally make some noise as I approach to give them a heads-up, but they don't always hear me. And if they do, even that noise startles them.
What should someone do in this situation? It's made more challenging by the high number of people using earbuds, who are completely surprised. I do wish people were more aware, especially in the secluded areas.
You are doing what needs to be done.
Miss Manners is happy to remind people that they should pay more attention to their surroundings, but failure to do so does not empower the mannerly to run them down. Good manners involves consideration for others, which sometimes means not spending too much time thinking about their behavior.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Asking Eric: Sibling rivalry results in $20k 'bill' to parents
One son never needed their help financially but still wants them to "gift" him the same amount of money they gave to his siblings in need.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-10-16
Dear Eric: My husband and I have been married for 40 years. He has two adult sons in their 60s and I have an adult daughter in her 50s. Over the years we have helped one son, who has two children and my daughter, who has one child, while they were going through divorces with large sums of money in order for them to keep their houses. We have contributed to all three grandkids with college 529 funds.
The other son has never married, has no children, owns his own condo and has a good-paying job and spends all of it on whatever he fancies. He has a longtime girlfriend who supports herself. She stays with him a day or two a week.
He feels that we should "gift" him the same amount of money that we have given the other two children, which would be more than $20,000.
Financially we could do it, but we are 76 and 87 and are concerned about future health issues or other unanticipated issues that may arise. What should we do?
-- Unsure About the Future
Unsure: Your son is trying to treat an emotional quandary as if it's a ledger that needs balancing. Your generosity to his siblings in times of need has nothing to do with him. But, as siblings are wont to do, it's not surprising that he's comparing their lives to his and asking for "fairness." This isn't the same as a parent bringing two young children home a tasty treat from a business trip and neglecting a third. And even though it may feel to him like he's getting the short end of the stick, his feelings are his responsibility. He's not owed this money. (And it's not because he can afford to do without it. It's because it's not his money. It's yours!)
What is unfair, and shortsighted, is his request that you give him a sum of money large enough to potentially destabilize your lives should your health decline or you need more extensive care as you age. This stability needs to be the priority. Tell him that you have concerns about the future and, before he can further decide what you're going to do with your money, tell him that you're working with a financial adviser and/or estate planner to provide for yourselves and, eventually, for him. And then do actually seek out the advice of a professional for now, for later, and for after you're gone.
As you make decisions about your estate, you can share that information with your children, if you want. This may help them to manage their expectations and emotions. You can be transparent about your thought process. But if your son is keeping tabs on what checks you've written to his siblings, that's not a problem you are responsible for fixing.
Dear Eric: I recently hired a painter who I've hired before. He told me to text him my colors and he collected the paint from the paint store.
I was home while he painted and noticed that the name of the ceiling paint was different from what I asked for, but I understand that names can change. I liked the color, so I didn't think much about it.
But for the walls of a bedroom, the paint color was clearly wrong, and I hate the look of it now. I didn't see the final work until it was done.
I asked if this was the color I ordered, and he said yes. I paid off the contract and he left.
Then I went to stow the paint cans in the garage and realized that the ceiling paint and the bedroom wall paint were each wrong. Their codes were one digit off from what I actually wanted. When I asked him about it, he said the paint store gave him the wrong paint and admitted that he didn't check the cans.
Who's ultimately at fault here? I feel like I am, since I'm the project owner. But I admit I am rankled at having to eat the cost of having the room repainted as it will likely cost me $500.
Is this just a live and learn situation? The paint store and painter bear no responsibility here? The painter's contract has no verbiage about liability for errors of any kind.
-- Painted Over
Painted Over: He should have checked the product he was receiving before he left the store. The store is "at fault" for giving him the wrong code (if they were the ones who mistyped, and not him). But part of providing good service is making sure that you've got the right tools. Sometimes mistakes can't be painted over but, in this case, they literally can. He should have offered to fix his mistake, if not for free, then for a discount.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Soon-to-be dad goes bungee jumping, comes home to furious wife
Too pregnant to travel, letter writer was glad husband went to friend's wedding solo -- but not that he went bungee jumping.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-10-16
Starting this week, Carolyn Hax publishes on a new schedule: columns on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, with Nick Galifianakis illustrations rather than cartoons. Reader advice stays on Wednesday and the live chat on Friday.
Dear Carolyn: My husband was the best man in his friend's wedding overseas -- 10-hour-plus flight -- and since things have been very low risk for my pregnancy, I felt it was fine if he went, despite my being at 36 weeks. Everything was honestly fine and I was glad he went, even though I was bummed I couldn't be there to celebrate.
The last day, his friends convinced him to go bungee jumping. I am struggling to get over how mad it's made me. I mean, he's home now, and obviously he's fine, but what the [heck]? I don't want to keep him from having fun, but it just feels like, wasn't going halfway across the world enough? Did he also have to jump off a bridge?
To make matters worse, when I talked to him about it, he made a joke about how one of his friends -- a woman I barely know -- agreed to help raise our kid if he died. I'm not exactly sure why, but the joke made me 1,000 times more upset.
He's apologized and said he understands why I'm angry, but it's just not making me less upset. Plus, now the friends are all posting videos of them jumping off the bridge. It's infuriating. How do I let this go?
-- Over the Edge
Over the Edge: Maybe you're still upset because he apologized for only one of the reasons you're angry.
It's the obvious one, right? "Soon-to-be dad jumps off bridge." You make a punch line out of it yourself. And sure, when you put it that way, we all get why you're angry.
But here's why I suspect it's not reason or apology enough:
You sent him off to the other side of the world to be part of a wedding ceremony. Even though he went without you, he was a key figure in a family creation rite.
Then he went off script and joined a kind of tribal adult-friendship rite, with the crack about raising his kid giving voice to the anti-family, nudge-wink feel to it all.
I think you might even have been okay with his jump, had you been there -- but had you'd been there, he wouldn't have wanted to jump. If that makes any sense. Meaning, it wasn't the jump so much as the naughtiness of the thing.
That's why you're mad.
And if there's a third reason (when I'm still not sure there's a second), then it may be that you're annoyed at already -- already! -- having to be the Responsible Parent (tm). With that comes reasonable concern that you just drew him the blueprint for being the Cool Parent (tm) on the foundation of your self-sacrifice. (Where's your last hurrah? Oh, right. You're carrying it.)
And Reason 4, you're pregnant enough that even your feelings are big. That doesn't mean they aren't real or their causes valid -- they may just be amplified. "Bungee jumping" does sound cartoonishly reckless, but assuming a responsible operator and no health issues, your husband was at little serious risk. I'm guessing your search engine served you the same results.
This is like an I Spy puzzle. How many reasons to be mad can you find?
Anyway. I'm not looking this hard to encourage you to be angry; on the contrary. Understanding is how you let go -- and letting go is the only objective that makes sense, since, as you say, "he's home now, and obviously he's fine," at least trying to apologize, and your lifelong joint project starts soon.
Even if I'm on target about sketchier reasons, like attraction to the transgressive thing, they're still things he can admit, you can maybe relate to ... maybe? ... and work toward forgiving down to size.
Expectant dads' feelings get big, too. But they don't have the same onboard incentive to put their feet up, breathe and think.
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Food
Cooking chat: Should I trust my thermometer if my chicken is still pink inside?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-10-16
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
	

	

	


Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2025/10/15/questions-recipe-cooking-advice/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Food
Tom Sietsema says goodbye to readers in his final live chat 
After 25 years, Sietsema is signing off. Read his last dining chat transcript. 


(The Washington Post)


By Tom Sietsema | 2025-10-15
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        Somehow, Keanu Reeves playing a guardian angel isn't enough to save the ambitious comedy from its creator's naivete.

      

      
        'Love is Blind' is appalling. And addictive.
        Amber Ferguson, Anne Branigin, Avi Selk

        "Love Is Blind" Season 9 has been packed with questionable casting and awkward moments.

      

      
        Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
        Washington Post staff

        Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

      

      
        Julia Roberts's latest is as confused about #MeToo as it is about academia
        Monica Hesse

        "After the Hunt," from director Luca Guadagnino, wastes its A-level cast.
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Theater
What if the future king were gay?
New off-Broadway shows are breaking growing taboos about queer childhood.

John McCrea, left, as Prince George and Mihir Kumar as Dev Chatterjee in "Prince Faggot." (Marc J. Franklin)


By Naveen Kumar | 2025-10-16
NEW YORK -- You probably remember the photo. The one of a royal toddler glancing over his shoulder with absent-minded delight, hands delicately framing his chin like a model in a cosmetics ad. Prince George was just 4 years old in 2017 when the picture caused a sensation -- among gays who gleefully branded him an icon, and others who didn't exactly consider that a badge of honor.
Playwright Jordan Tannahill's "Prince Faggot," now running at Studio Seaview, takes that photo as a provocative jumping-off point -- to imagine if the heir to the British throne grew up to be a "chaotic bottom." (The play's title can be considered both a slur and a reclaimed term of endearment.) Let's set aside the question of whether the royals are over-scrutinized at any age (probably), and of how the prince might actually identify (none of our business). For queer people, playful images like these can serve as touchstones that we exist on "an unbroken continuum of being," as one character puts it, looking at a sassy picture of himself at George's age.
Most of us have a photo of ourselves that proves we have always been exactly who we are. (Mine is proudly framed on my mantel.) The cast of "Prince Faggot," addressing the audience out of character, shares their snapshots with some version of the sentiment, "Honey, will you look at this adorable little queen?" The show is one of several off-Broadway this fall about what happens to that innocence when children face a world that's increasingly hostile to their identities.
In "Saturday Church," a vibrant new musical with a score by Sia, a teenager whose faith is at odds with his flamboyance breaks down in song, asking, "Can anybody see me?" Dylan Mulvaney, who chronicled her transition online and was engulfed in controversy over a beer endorsement, explores how such visibility can be a trap in her dizzyingly funny solo show, "The Least Problematic Woman in the World." And Preston Max Allen's "Caroline" offers a rare glimpse at a transgender character of just 9 years old and how adults do (and don't) step up to ease her tricky path forward.
There's a brashness to these shows that flies in the face of rising taboos about the existence of queer kids, at a time when government policies refuse to acknowledge their need for protection and their right to thrive. As references to LGBTQ+ identity are scrubbed from schools and gender transition care grows more scarce, stories like these play a vital civic role: to show audiences that queer youths aren't going to stop defeating the odds and coming of age, no matter the gauntlets thrown in their way.

Rachel Crowl as Catherine, Princess of Wales, and K. Todd Freeman as Prince William in "Prince Faggot." (Marc J. Franklin)


Hounding by the paparazzi notwithstanding, the title character in "Prince Faggot," which runs through Nov. 30, enjoys more privileges than perhaps any queer person on Earth. After a sex scene between George (John McCrea) and his university boyfriend (Mihir Kumar), Rachel Crowl, who plays Catherine, Princess of Wales, steps forward to address the audience. (In an ongoing conceit, the actors appear to break character and speak as themselves, but the script notes that most of these monologues are fictional.) Crowl, who is trans, describes feeling resentful that she was "denied the experience of being a trans girl," of having first loves as other teenagers do, like George in the previous scene. He "will never know that wound," she says. Observations like these lend the play its layered poignancy, pointing out how race, class and gender identity shaped the lives that lay ahead for the kids in the photos.
The prince is fortunate to have supportive parents in Prince William and Catherine -- another of the play's speculative fantasies -- but his divine duty to the Church of England is another potential conflict that goes largely unexamined. In "Saturday Church," at New York Theatre Workshop through Oct. 24, poor Ulysses (Bryson Battle) just wants to sing in the choir, but his stiff-backed aunt (Joaquina Kalukango) insists that he's "too much" and would embarrass her on the altar. (A disclosure that I'm friends with Damon Cardasis, who conceived and co-wrote the musical and made the 2017 film it's based on.)

J. Harrison Ghee, left, and Bryson Battle in "Saturday Church." (Marc J. Franklin)


Ulysses exceeds boundaries of what's deemed acceptable in church, at home and even on the street, which leads him into the arms of a chosen family in the ballroom scene. (He is helped along the way by Black Jesus, a fairy-godmother type played with wry sass by J. Harrison Ghee.) The heartfelt sincerity that pulses through the show -- which also has its share of high-energy catwalking and fan-clacking -- is rooted in a wrenching curiosity: "Why am I so wrong?" Ulysses sings. "Why can't I belong?"
The musical follows Ulysses on a voyage, similar to his literary namesake's, that leads back home to himself. Hanging on to his faith is key -- in Black Jesus, sure, but also in the integrity of his own desires: He doesn't need to change who he is. Others need to learn how to embrace him.
The journey to becoming Dylan Mulvaney involved significant changes that she continues to broadcast in "The Least Problematic Woman in the World," a sharply comedic and cotton-candy-pink confessional, running at the Lucille Lortel Theatre through Oct. 19. Mulvaney rose to online prominence by posting honest reflections about her transition, framing the process as one of adolescence in a series she titled "Days of Girlhood." By documenting logistics -- hormone treatments, side effects, insecurities -- Mulvaney publicly legitimized trans identity by making the process visible.

Dylan Mulvaney in "The Least Problematic Woman in the World." (Andy Henderson)


As she explores onstage, the resulting fame put Mulvaney in the impossible position of spokeswoman for "trans palatability," striving to be relatable so people wouldn't think that she -- and, by extension, all trans people -- was a monster. (In 2023, Republican Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene inexplicably called Mulvaney "one of the biggest pedophiles in America today.") The most captivating part of the show is getting a sense of Mulvaney when she was a kid trying to figure out an acceptable way to navigate life.  A doctor prescribes Mulvaney  a bottle labeled "twink" to assure her mother that there's an easy path forward for her feminine son. Later, Mulvaney mordantly refers to transitioning as "twink death."

Chloe Grace Moretz, left, and River Lipe-Smith in MCC Theater's "Caroline." (Emilio Madrid)


Maddie, the mom played by Chloe Grace Moretz in "Caroline," is far more supportive. In Allen's bracing and tender family drama, she and her 9-year-old daughter (the title character played by River Lipe-Smith) have left Maddie's abusive ex-boyfriend to seek help from her parents. Caroline's needs as a trans girl -- for medical care and accommodating schools -- are more than Maddie feels she can handle alone. In returning to her own mother (Amy Landecker), Maddie reopens wounds over her past behavior as a troubled kid. Caroline's transness isn't incidental, but the play is more concerned with how parents love and protect their children -- falling short despite their best intentions -- and with the promise and pitfalls of second chances.
"Caroline" refreshingly does not dispute the integrity of queer identity, even at a young age, but rather asks how families can unite around those who need them the most. In a perfect world, isn't that how society is supposed to work?
Prince Faggot, through Nov. 30 at Studio Seaview in New York. About 2 hours without an intermission. studioseaview.com.
Saturday Church, through Oct. 24 at New York Theatre Workshop in New York. About 2 hours 20 minutes with an intermission. nytw.org.
The Least Problematic Woman in the World, through Oct. 19 at the Lucille Lortel Theatre in New York. About 90 minutes without an intermission. leastproblematicwoman.com.
Caroline, through Nov. 16 at MCC Theater in New York. About 90 minutes without an intermission. mcctheater.org.
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Arts & Entertainment
The 34 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Halloween season arrives with pumpkin-focused parties and festivals, and more than 40 Loudoun County farms open their doors to celebrate the harvest. 

(  Elman Studio/National Building Museum)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly, Chris Richards | 2025-10-16
If the nip in the evening air didn't hint that we're getting close to Halloween, this week's calendar surely will: There are  pumpkin patches, pumpkin-carving contests, pet costume parades and a family pumpkin festival with pumpkin painting and spooky stories. There are  outdoor screenings of "Halloween Town" and "Hotel Transylvania." Don't miss the harvest festivals, either, as more than 40 Loudoun County farms open their doors to visitors with food, drinks and cuddly animals, and Georgetown merchants host a seasonal sidewalk sale. Elsewhere, kids can get their fill of construction tools and construction equipment -- including a crane to climb in -- at the National Building Museum's Big Build; the European Union brings Europe to D.C. with a festival just for kids; the American Indian Festival shows off traditional music, dancing and folkways in Patuxent River Park; and Pennsylvania Avenue closes for a celebration of Turkish culture. On the food and drink front, this weekend brings some of the last Oktoberfests, a big wine festival and a pair of events celebrating local oysters.
Late to the Party Oktoberfest at Capital Jewish Museum
This after-hours event, hosted in partnership with the Heurich House, extends the Oktoberfest celebrations. Hear stories about the first German Jews to arrive in Washington with curator spotlight talks, sip on German beers, compete in trivia, decorate a beer stein and dance to klezmer music. A ticket includes admission to all exhibitions, and drinks and snacks will be available for purchase. 6 to 9 p.m. $15.
Saul Williams & Carlos Nino at Black Cat
In December, multi-hyphenate Saul Williams, producer-composer Carlos Nino and a crew of compatriots convened in Los Angeles' Coldwater Canyon Park for an hour-long, improvised performance where Williams's political poetry served as a sermon for people who have had enough. 7:30 p.m. $3o.
Hue at the Pocket
Newcomers Hue turn the peanut butter and jelly of D.C.'s musical heritage -- go-go and hardcore -- into a sandwich that delights in its simplicity. The band will be joined by fellow D.C. cross-pollinators Tone P & Tha Carryout, Breezy Supreme and Alchemy. 8 p.m. $15-$20.
Smithsonian Associates 60th Anniversary Celebration
The Smithsonian may be closed, but the independent Smithsonian Associates is celebrating 60 years of offering museum-based educational programming to the public with -- what else? -- a weekend jam-packed with lectures, tours and workshops. Arts workshops focus on creating everything from mosaic jewelry to on-location photography on the National Mall, while seminars explore topics like decoding modern art, lesser known facts about Abraham Lincoln and appreciating the films of Alfred Hitchcock. The schedule includes both in-person programs at Smithsonian facilities and online programs happening on Zoom. Through Sunday. $20- $110.
'Halloween Town' at Yards Park
Take a trip to "Halloweentown" -- and back to 1998 -- during an outdoor screening of the beloved Disney Channel film in Yards Park. The screen is set up in front of the Anacostia River, so arrive early, and bring a picnic to eat on the terraced steps. 7:30 p.m. Free.
Chinatown Funk Express at Lucky Danger
Immerse yourself in city pop -- a genre of Japanese pop music popular in the 1970s and '80s that fused disco, funk, R&B and smooth ballads -- at a dance party with Les the DJ and Fredy J. Learn how city pop's influence spread across Asia. Food from Lucky Danger is available, as are astrology readings. 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. $24.57.
The Big Build at National Building Museum
Kids can hammer nails, wire a light and even pour concrete (with supervision) during the National Building Museum's annual Big Build, a free and very hands-on festival for families focused on construction, engineering, architecture and STEM trades. Inside the museum's soaring Great Hall, find plumbers, roofers, designers and other craftspeople ready to talk shop about home remodeling, woodworking and other building projects with visitors of all ages. Outside, the big draw is a truck petting zoo complete with construction equipment, including a crane that kids can climb inside. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Kids Euro Fest at Spanish Cultural Center at the Embassy of Spain's Spanish Cultural Center
This junior version of D.C.'s popular E.U. Open House is geared toward families, with more than a dozen European embassies offering cultural education and entertainment for kids ages 2 to 12. The Embassy of Spain's Spanish Cultural Center in Columbia Heights is the host for this year's Kids Euro Fest, and activities include Slovenian beekeepers (with live bees), Latvian block building, Bulgarian and Irish dancers, Spanish and Portuguese story times, and a Danish virtual reality cycling experience. Food will be available for purchase, and it's possible to wrap up this European tour by nap time. 10 a.m. to noon and noon to 2 p.m. Free; Registration required.
Loudoun Farm Tour
More than 40 farms are participating in this year's fall edition of the semiannual Loudoun Farm Tour, which gives visitors a behind-the-scenes look at agriculture in this bucolic Virginia county. Garlic, hemp, lavender, pumpkins, alpaca fiber, beer and wine are among the many products grown, produced or sold at these farms, and if you want to commune with animals, opportunities include donkey rides, goat petting and koi fish feeding. The weekend-long open house is an easy way to occupy the kids, but city-loving adults may discover new flavors or products as they explore, too. Download a map and plot your driving route to see farms from Lovettsville to Middleburg. Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free, though some activities may include an additional fee.
Georgetown Fall Market
Think of the Georgetown Fall Market as the cousin of the neighborhood's long-running spring French Market, just wearing a cozy sweater and dusted with pumpkin spice. (Also, with fewer mimes.) At its heart is a sidewalk sale, running along Wisconsin Avenue from Prospect to R streets, with clothing boutiques, art galleries and homeware shops offering discounted merchandise, while cafes and restaurants highlight fall-themed offerings, like pumpkin spice pastries at Caspian Crust and a tasting of seasonal sips at Bacchus Wine Cellar. The Georgetown Neighborhood Library hosts free pumpkin painting parties each day in its backyard -- Sunday is Yayoi Kusama-themed -- and bands and the Georgetown Visitation Madrigals perform on various stages. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
American Indian Festival at Patuxent River Park
Days after celebrating Native American Day, Prince George's County hosts its annual American Indian Festival at Patuxent River Park. Featured artists include dancers, drummers and singers representing tribes from up and down the East Coast, including Kanawha, a group representing Maryland's Piscataway Conoy tribe, and Miss Chief Rocka, a dancer from Canada's Frog Lake First Nation. Visitors can learn about Native horsemanship, make crafts, explore historic technologies and tools, and listen to traditional stories. Fill up with snacks from Native food vendors, and browse a marketplace of authentic crafts. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Spooky Pooch Hill-O-Ween at Hillwood Estate
Want a chance to show off your dog's Halloween getup ahead of the big day? Strut your mutt at Hillwood's pet costume contest, with awards for best homemade, most glamorous, best owner and dog combination, cutest, funniest and best overall costumes. Winners receive guest passes for a return visit to Hillwood. 4 to 6 p.m. $13 for adults with one to two dogs; $5 for children 6 to 18. Free for children under 6.
Shuck It! Oyster and Beer Fest at Tony and Joe's
Oyster season continues with events Saturday. At the Georgetown waterfront, Tony and Joe's hosts its 12th annual Shuck It! Festival, with unlimited oysters -- and grilled bratwurst, barbecued wings, clam chowder and other snacks -- washed down with bottomless beers and wines. The soundtrack is smooth tunes from the Yachtsmen and Johnny Spampinato and the Value Leaders. 1 to 5 p.m. $82.50.
Oysterfest at Hank's Oyster Bar Old Town
Hank's Dupont Circle had its Oysterfest a few weeks ago, and now the party moves to Old Town Alexandria. The deal is the same -- all-you-can-eat shucked, BBQ or fried oysters; fried chicken and short rib sliders; and sides like the mac n' cheesy and Old Bay Fries. Local beers, wines and housemade punches are also included. The difference is that the Alexandria location has a rooftop deck, perfect for a fall afternoon with a DJ. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. $103.
German International School Oktoberfest
The German International School's Oktoberfest party is one for all ages, with crafts and face painting for children, and a beer garden with German brews for adults. Bavarian musicians and dancers perform while crowds snack on pretzels, bratwurst and desserts, and browse a marketplace with local makers and artists. Contests include stein-holding and best-dressed competitions. Proceeds benefit the Potomac-based school's study abroad and language programs. 1 to 6 p.m. Free; suggested donation of $10-$20.
DC Wine Fest at Dock 5
The event space above Union Market's food hall is the venue for this biannual celebration of local wineries. Ticket holders can sample drinks from more than 50 vendors -- including a few that sell whiskey and tequila. Each of three tasting sessions are two hours long, but VIP ticket holders can tack on an extra hour for $14. Noon to 10 p.m. $44.
Bear Chase Beer Festival at Bear Chase Brewing
Craft breweries from across Northern Virginia, including Lost Barrel, Ocelot, Bunnyman and Old Bust Head, are heading to the scenic Bear Chase Brewing for its fifth-annual beer festival. Admission includes 10 tasting tickets -- porters, stouts, IPAs, sours and seasonal lagers are represented -- and a souvenir glass. There's live music from Something's Brewing and the Curt & Rob Duo, beginning at noon. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. $49.87.
Rockville Classic Car Show at Glenview Mansion
Thirty-three local car clubs bring their favorite hot rods, muscle cars, stylish Euro models and gleaming chromed American classics to the grounds of the Glenview Mansion. More than 500 cars were on display last year. Check out the flea market, listen to roots rock band Karl Stoll and the Danger Zone, and pick up crab cakes, empanadas and shawarma bowls when you're not browsing the vintage autos. 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Free.
Bathe-ing DC at Sandlot Anacostia
Sauna gurus from Minnesota to Florida are flying in to lead Bathe-ing DC, a pop-up event happening at Sandlot Anacostia that will include a mobile sauna village. The sauna festival or self-described "bathing as a block party" is from Therme, a company that is known for wellness resorts across Europe and is planning a D.C. location across 15 acres at nearby Poplar Point. Book a free 60-minute guided sweat session online for the Sauna Village, which also includes wellness experiences like sound bathing and guided meditation. Mobile sauna appointments are for ages 13 and up, but everyone is invited to the festival for activities like movement workshops, a market with local vendors and practitioners, and a children's area. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Saturday; noon to 6 p.m. on Sunday. Free to attend. Sauna session bookings available online.
College Park Day at College Park Aviation Museum and Airport
The city's annual community showcase returns to the aviation museum with three stages of performances, races, live pumpkin carving and more than 50 artists and community exhibitors. Nearly 20 food and drink vendors provide the eats, while local pilots soar overhead in helicopters. Museum admission is free for the duration of the event. Noon to 6 p.m. Free.
Pumpkin Palooza at the Lee-Fendall House
A family Halloween garden party at Alexandria's historic Lee-Fendall House includes pumpkin painting, age-appropriate spooky stories, arts and craft projects and, of course, treats. Complete a scavenger hunt inside the house to win a prize. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. $10 per adult; $5 per child; free for children younger than 2.
Doubt at Pie Shop
Baltimore punks Doubt make fast-and-furious hardcore that will have you flying down I-95 in record time. This hardcore showcase features like-minded Portland band Dry Socket and D.C. acts Sluggo and United by Choice (the latter in its first show). 8 p.m. $15.
Turkish Festival on Pennsylvania Avenue NW
The American Turkish Association of Washington and the Turkish Embassy are among the sponsors of this annual festival, which closes Pennsylvania Avenue NW between Third and Sixth streets and fills the road with a bazaar, food courts, a coffee and teahouse, cultural displays, and a large stage with nonstop regional folk dances, folk and rock musicians, and DJ Seyhan. 11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Free.
Late Harvest Festival at Calico
Pick your own pumpkin at the Blagden Alley hangout's pop-up patch, stick around to decorate them with complimentary supplies, and take seasonal photos in the bar's autumnally decorated greenhouse. Calico's fifth-annual fall festival also features a preview of its  fall menu, which includes mugs of soup and chili, and drinks like Maple Syrup Old Fashioneds and Oktoberfest beers. Complimentary beer tastings are available until 4 p.m. 1 to 9 p.m. Free.
Black on the Block at Nationals Park
This festival promises "80+ Black-owned businesses," and Black-owned food and drink vendors. The full list hadn't been released at press time, but we know the music comes from a group including Little Bacon Bear, Chubb E. Swagg, K-Meta and Jae Murphy, so we know it's going to be a vibe. 1 to 7 p.m. $16.09-$25. Children age 12 and younger admitted free.
Filipino American History Month Celebration at Purple Patch
Filipino restaurant Purple Patch -- the Mount Pleasant eatery that took the top spot in Tom Sietsema's 2023 Dining Guide -- is turning its Filipino American History Month celebration into a fundraiser for World Central Kitchen's earthquake relief efforts in the Philippines. The party includes a meet-and-greet with Miss D.C. Katie Wadman, traditional lion dances, a tinikling dance by George Washington University's Philippine Cultural Society, live music and a DJ, and is capped by karaoke. Reservations are suggested for those wishing to dine. 4 to 10 p.m. Free.
DC Record Fair at the Eaton
More than 45 record dealers from up and down the East Coast return to the Eaton for the city's 16th biannual celebration of physical music. Live DJs provide a soundtrack for browsing. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Georgetown Canal Day
Georgetown Heritage, the neighborhood organization responsible for bringing canal boat tours back to Georgetown, is celebrating the community's waterways with a day of family-friendly activities. Kids might like a puppet show on a canal boat at noon, a story time at 1 p.m. with Ward 2 council member Brooke Pinto or opportunities to meet mules from a farm in Middleburg. Parents might prefer a bluegrass concert and lawn games in the Mule Yard. Treats from Maman, Say Cheese, 7th Street Burger, plus barbecue from Rocklands food truck, are available for purchase. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
DC Blues Festival at Wunder Garten
The DC Blues Society welcomes veteran Chicago guitarist Toronzo Cannon as the headliner for the 35th edition of its festival, alongside last year's battle of the bands winner Kingpin, Mississippi Delta bluesman Robert Lighthouse, and guitarist Clarence "The Bluesman" Turner and his band. 1 to 7 p.m. Free.
Brnda at Songbyrd Music House
Brnda is back with a baby, "Total Pain," another frisky (and food-obsessed) album destined to get punks dancing. This time around, the D.C. act has expanded the palette with percussion, flute and more, finding sadness underneath the art-punk sheen. 8 p.m. $19.
Tallboy Pumpkin Carving Contest
A $100 gift card is up for grabs at Tallboy's annual pumpkin carving contest. Participants have two hours to turn their gourd into a masterpiece, with the help of a carving kit and a pumpkin beer (included in the entry fee). Runners-up receive swag from the Shaw beer bar. 7 to 9 p.m. $18.92, includes one pumpkin. Reservations suggested, as a limited number of pumpkins are available.
Nourished by Time at the Atlantis
The expectations being heaped on this left-field R & B singer might have less to do with the hype machine's typical notions of success and more to do with intimacy. Nourished by Time's debut album, "Erotic Probiotic 2," was recorded in his parents' Baltimore basement, helping to give its songs the immediacy and interiority of an inner monologue. With his fabulous new album, "The Passionate Ones," the priorities may have flipped. Instead of exposing his vulnerability, the goal might involve protecting it. 6:30 p.m. $30.
PumpkinPalooza at Alethia Tanner Park
The "pick your own" pumpkin patch is the big draw at the NoMa Business Improvement District's annual Halloween party, which lets kids and families select their perfect jack-o'-lantern from rows of pre-picked pumpkins. (Pumpkins are first-come, first-served, and limited to one per person.) Visitors can also check out a petting zoo and pose for photos with baby alpacas; show off their costumes in a parade open to humans and dogs; meet life-size Smurfs; dance to the Too Much Talent Band; and visit a pop-up beer garden from neighborhood favorites Red Bear Brewing. The event concludes with a screening of the animated film "Hotel Transylvania." 4 p.m. Free.
Great Pumpkin Carving Competition at Suzie Q's
The winners of the Navy Yard bar's first pumpkin carving competition get  a hefty prize: a free drink every day through the end of the year. Teams of six or fewer get 90 minutes to carve a pumpkin, with the active carver switching every 10 minutes and a 20-minute halftime. Awards will be given to the scariest, most creative and an overall champion. One drink is included in the ticket price, but $5 pumpkin beers and Halloween-themed shots are available. 7 p.m. $15.
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Video Games
I'm 44, and 'Pokemon Legends: Z-A' makes me feel the walls closing in
"Pokemon Legends: Z-A" injects some energy into battles. But the series has never had a world this lifeless.

"Pokemon Legends: Z-A" restricts the adventure to a single Paris-inspired city, Lumiose, turning its streets into "wild zones" for catching monsters. (Nintendo)


By Gene Park | 2025-10-16
In 2022, there was a very real chance that the last video game I would ever play in my 41-year-old life was "Pokemon Violet" for the Nintendo Switch. Days after its release, I underwent lifesaving surgery to remove cancer. I played the game all the way until anesthesia, and it kept me company as I recovered and relearned how to walk again.
I loved that game, despite how unattractive it looked or how the animations chugged under the first Switch, an issue that's plagued developer Game Freak since they transitioned Pokemon, the world's most valuable intellectual property, from 2D games to 3D worlds. Despite their ugliness, the games re-create a timeless hero's journey tale of collecting, empowering, battling and, of course, evolving cute monsters that's hooked me since my high school years. As other modern games obsess over mega-budget hyperrealism, it's worth celebrating games that focus on imagination over spectacle.
The last three years were never promised to me. At 44, life feels like something newly borrowed. I'm grateful to have lived long enough to see another entry in the spin-off Pokemon Legends series -- Game Freak's latest attempt to reinvent a dream millions of us have carried since youth. But survival sharpens perspective, and it's harder now to mistake repetition for comfort.
"Pokemon Legends: Z-A," releasing Thursday on the Switch and Switch 2, cages the adventure into a single city, the Paris-inspired Lumiose City. In a break from the series's decades-long focus on turn-based strategy, the game emphasizes real-time action. The four face controller buttons are assigned to trigger four special moves that can be reused after cooldown meters, leaning this game toward high-octane esports-like battles and away from the series's tabletop roots.
This is an exciting pivot for the series. For once, positioning counts -- for you and your Pokemon. Area attacks carve through mobs, a necessity in Lumiose's "wild zones": fragments of cities where Pokemon prowl through parks and alleyways instead of grasslands and canyons of the past. The player must also avoid damage, although it seems opposing trainers can't be hurt. It's engaging and challenging, especially during the raid-like battles against Mega Evolved monsters (bigger and stronger creatures with some wild new designs).
Instead of the series formula of battling across gyms for glory, players must compete in qualifying matches to climb through the ranks, from letters Z through A. Each rank ends with a fun, quirky opponent. Qualification involves jumping unsuspecting trainers in nighttime battling zones, making this feel like the most dog-eat-dog story in the series.
The story feels oddly rushed, pushing the player through its beats before they can settle in. Despite that, the writing is fun and moves to a familiar beat -- believing in yourself, helping others, growing together. It's trite stuff, but after all they're lessons meant for children and still resonant in our real world, whose evolution is far from complete.

"Pokemon: Legends Z-A," part of a spin-off series experimenting with gameplay, brings the series toward real-time action, with face buttons corresponding to various actions that can repeat on cooldowns. (Nintendo)


My disconnect with the game begins and ends in Lumiose City, a flat echo of what should be the beating heart of its world. On the Switch 2, it glides at 60 frames per second -- a huge improvement over the previous Switch titles' terrible performance -- but that smoothness comes at the cost of soul.
The thriving urban culture hinted at by characters' bright personalities and street fashion is totally absent in the city itself. Windows, doors, balconies: All are pressed flat against lifeless walls that fail as believable architecture. Wide streets stretch empty or are thinly populated by silent, slow-turning pedestrians. Every district blurs together, a copy of a copy of a copy, and rooftops and underground areas add barely any variety. A city that once promised romance and whimsy now feels like literal wallpaper.
The battles are fun and a key part of the magic. But the Pokemon brand is so strong in other mediums such as merchandise, movies and fashion because of how badly we want to live in a world teeming with life, where its people, creatures and ecosystems intertwine. Single-city video games can work brilliantly, as with Sega's Yakuza games. Here, the parts failed to add up. I have never played a game in this series with a world that felt this lifeless.

Window textures repeat in one area ... (Nintendo)



... and another. (Nintendo)


I knew the limits of this one-city game the moment the music loop refused to end. Hours passed, the same jazzy tune trailing me as I went through my routines leveling up Pikachu, Magikarp and my chosen starter, the fiery Tepig. The melody shifts its colors with battle and daylight, and while it's a playful tune, it never really changes. The city hums in circles, a closed loop of engaging gameplay and flat visual design with nowhere new to go.
Critics have said for years that Game Freak seems to coast on success, doing just enough to keep the series moving forward year after year. The studio took a bit more time to make this game, yet it comes with all these cut corners. If the transition to 3D worlds is this difficult, I almost prefer that Game Freak returns to two dimensions.
I know. I'm 44 years old, having played these games through at least two decades of a life that still feels too short. I took a long hiatus during the 2010s. Maybe I need another?
Three years ago, Pokemon helped me hold on to life. Today, it reminds me I already did. These are the years I wasn't promised, and I'm not sure I want to spend them chasing the same dreams again. Maybe I'll be back when Pokemon further evolves -- when it learns, as I have, that survival is only the beginning.
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Obituaries
Drew Struzan's movie posters captured the essence of Hollywood magic
The artist, who has died at 78, made posters for dozens of movie touchstones, including the Star Wars and Indiana Jones franchises.

(Drew Struzan/Galactic Gallery)


By Andrew Jeong | 2025-10-16

Movie poster artist Drew Struzan in 2014. (Omar Vega/Invision/AP)


Drew Struzan, the artist behind some of the most recognizable movie posters in cinema history, including for the Star Wars, Indiana Jones and Back to the Future franchises -- work that endeared him to generations of film aficionados -- died Oct. 13. He was 78.
His death was announced in a post on his Instagram account, which did not say where or how he died. Mr. Struzan's wife, Dylan Struzan, wrote in a Facebook post in March that her husband was "fighting for his life" after being diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease several years ago.
"Drew has left a strong legacy of love and joy in the form of his work. It has always been a love letter of sorts," Mr. Struzan's wife wrote. "His aim was to make the earth a better place in which to live by creating something beautiful. But like a flower, his season is ending."
Mr. Struzan spent years as an unknown college art student who could barely afford his classes, earning so little that he said he had to go days with little food to buy paint. He started his career drawing album covers. A few years after a Los Angeles film advertiser noticed his work, Mr. Struzan was hired to draw a poster for "Star Wars."
A decades-long career followed, in which he worked on posters for more than 150 films.
"His posters are modern-day classics," film critic Leonard Maltin said in a 2013 documentary, "Drew: The Man Behind the Poster." "That's not an opinion, it's a statement of fact."

A copy of Mr. Struzan's poster for "Star Wars: Episode I -- The Phantom Menace," along with a lightsaber used in the 1999 film, was auctioned at Sotheby's in New York in 2001. (Doug Kanter/AFP/Getty Images)



A Star Wars 10th anniversary poster drawn and signed by Mr. Struzan in 1987. (Drew Struzan/Galactic Gallery)


Howard Drew Struzansky was born on March 18, 1947, in Oregon City, Oregon. Mr. Struzan said that he never felt loved by his parents, but that he didn't realize it until later in life. "As much as we say we need love, if you're never given any, you don't know what you're missing," he said in the documentary.
"I didn't have any as a child. Parents didn't love me, didn't like me. They were afraid of me for some screwy reason."
But his talent as a painter was evident from an early age. "They say I could draw before I could talk," Mr. Struzan said. As a toddler, he would draw on toilet paper and roll it back up because it was the only paper available in his home.
When he was "about 5 years old," he said, researchers from Stanford University knocked on his parents' door to obtain his drawings. "They took them back to Stanford to study. To this day, I don't know what they were studying. I guess I was unusual," he said in another interview.
After high school, he left home, telling his parents that he wanted to learn something. "I left, and I didn't lose anything by leaving. They didn't want me anyway," Mr. Struzan said. When he later returned home, he was locked out of the house. He never went back.
In 1966, Mr. Struzan said, he learned what love was when he met Dylan at a party. She thought Mr. Struzan was cute and initiated a conversation by hitting him with a ping pong ball.
"My life changed when I found somebody to love me and someone I could give love to," he said.
He attended the ArtCenter College of Design in Pasadena, California, taking classes six days a week for six years and paying tuition by selling paintings he had done as homework to other students. To reduce living costs, he "starved" himself for five days a week.
Living below the poverty line endowed him with the painting method he would use for his film posters. "To this day, I'll just squeeze out the littlest amount of paint from a tube, and I spread it very thin. Poverty produced a technique," he said.

Mr. Struzan's illustration for his "Back to the Future" poster. (Drew Struzan/Galactic Gallery)


After college, Mr. Struzan struggled to find work. He offered to take 80 percent of the set salary when he applied to a job with Pacific Eye and Ear, a studio for which he would produce album covers. Impressed with the sample work that Mr. Struzan provided, the studio gave him full pay.
"I thought that was heaven," Mr. Struzan recalled. "That I can work and actually get a check."
But from early on in his career, Mr. Struzan ensured that his work didn't push him away from his wife and newborn son. "It was all about family," Cefalu said. "It was about him and his wife and his kid. He didn't really socialize with us. We'd all go to concerts and hang with the bands and stuff, but he never did any of that. He was always at home with his wife and his kid, and we respected that."

Mr. Struzan's art was used for the poster of the 1981 blockbuster "The Cannonball Run," starring Burt Reynolds. (Drew Struzan/Galactic Gallery)


The job also offered Mr. Struzan an opportunity to show off his talent -- album covers were widely seen. When Tony Seiniger, a film advertiser in Los Angeles, called to ask him to work on movie posters for much more than what he was making at Pacific Eye and Ear, Mr. Struzan accepted the challenge. His first work was for the 1975 film "The Black Bird."
Soon after, he was offered a job by illustrator Charlie White to collaborate on a poster for a film called "Star Wars." Mr. Struzan shrugged and accepted with little thought.
"Sure. A job's a job. Didn't matter to me. It was 'Star Wars.' Didn't mean anything at the time. It was just another job," he said.
Mr. Struzan would later describe his posters for the franchise as a turning point in his career. It launched him into consideration for "A-class movies."
"I am grateful beyond measure for all that Star Wars has meant to me, and I express my thanks to George every opportunity I get," Mr. Struzan said, referring to George Lucas, the films' creator.

Mr. Struzan's art was used for Indiana Jones movie posters. (Drew Struzan/Galactic Gallery)


His work with Lucas continued on "Indiana Jones." Harrison Ford, who played the intrepid title archaeologist, credited Mr. Struzan with bringing the character to life. "It's not me. I'm just acting. It looks like me, but it's invested with the nature and the character of Indiana Jones," Ford said of the posters for the movie.
Director Steven Spielberg asked Mr. Struzan to paint a poster for "E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial" because he didn't want to use photos. "He gave E.T. a beauty that really even surpasses the movie in the sense that ... all they have to do is see a picture, and E.T. comes to life in one frame. Not 24 frames a second."
Spielberg also wanted Mr. Struzan to work on the poster for "Back to the Future." When lead actor Michael J. Fox posed for it, he greeted Mr. Struzan by asking him, "Are you, the Drew?" Mr. Struzan recalled years later.
"Those ugly '80s Guess jeans never looked so good as in that painting," Fox said. "It was a thrill beyond just being involved in the movies to be a subject of those works. And of course, I got to do it three times, so it was really, really grand."
In a tribute on Mr. Struzan's Facebook page, Spielberg said: "Drew made event art. His posters made many of our movies into destinations. ... In his own invented style, nobody drew like Drew."
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Movies
Aziz Ansari's film-directing debut, 'Good Fortune,' is a barrel of hollow laughs
Somehow, Keanu Reeves playing a guardian angel isn't enough to save the ambitious comedy from its creator's naivete.

Aziz Ansari and Keke Palmer play love interests Arj and Elena in "Good Fortune." (Lionsgate)


By Sonia Rao | 2025-10-16
Arj is a documentary film editor who just can't catch a break. Struggling to keep up with Los Angeles rent while between gigs, he lives out of his car and works temporary jobs on Taskrabbit-like apps. When a client's child asks if he ever aspired to do more than someone else's laundry, Arj snaps. He tells the kid that his dreams of becoming an archaeologist are futile because life is unfair and "the American Dream is dead." The client leaves Arj a bad review.
Written by and starring comedian Aziz Ansari, "Good Fortune" is also his debut as a film director. The fantasy comedy cleverly diagnoses some of society's greatest faults, juxtaposing the ludicrous priorities of the 1 percent with the also-ridiculous hoops everyone else must jump through to make ends meet. All the world is a farce, Ansari seems to say, while suggesting that it can still be saved. But like a breezy sitcom episode, his big-screen creation doesn't feel the need to offer solutions.
"Good Fortune" begins with Keanu Reeves standing atop the Griffith Observatory, gazing out over the Angelenos he will rescue from themselves. In a clear homage to Wim Wenders's "Wings of Desire," Reeves sports a pair of white feathered wings, playing an actual angel named Gabriel who nudges texting-and-driving humans into paying attention to the road. Gabriel is shocked to encounter Arj texting with a friend, declaring that he has nothing to live for. The angel decides to overstep the responsibilities bestowed upon him by his divine boss (an underutilized Sandra Oh) and takes it upon himself to help Arj appreciate his life.
Seth Rogen factors in as a venture capitalist named Jeff, who hires Arj as a personal assistant -- then fires him a week in when Arj uses his company card to court a new love interest, Elena (Keke Palmer). Gabriel makes Jeff and Arj swap circumstances a la "Trading Places," with Arj waking up in a glass-walled mansion and Jeff relocating to a car. The angel, a bit dense, is somehow surprised when Arj doesn't want to switch back.
Ansari, who dipped into more serious waters on his Netflix series "Master of None" after a hilarious run as small-town entrepreneur Tom Haverford in the sitcom "Parks and Recreation," said at a public appearance last year that the massive box-office success of Greta Gerwig's "Barbie" renewed his faith in the viability of theatrical comedies. "Good Fortune" appeals to the masses with its A-list cast and light situational humor but throws a few sharp darts: A quip about Jeff learning empathy from a Jay Shetty book, for instance, got a chuckle out of this critic, who has spent far too much time trying to understand celebrities' obsession with the smooth-talking self-help guru.

From left, Keanu Reeves plays a guardian angel who swaps the life circumstances of characters played by Seth Rogen and Ansari. (Eddy Chen/Lionsgate)


The film takes advantage of its assembled array of comedic minds. Reeves is endearing as a foolish angel, his deadpan delivery underscoring Gabriel's utter cluelessness. The scenes he shares with Rogen are charming enough for executives to green-light a buddy comedy starring the unlikely duo. Palmer, forced to play the straight woman as a hardware store employee trying to unionize her workplace, manages to infuse her trademark playfulness into Elena's flirtations with Arj.
These actors' natural talents might compensate for Ansari's shortcomings as a director. While each of them turns in a capable performance, he struggles to combine their individual storylines into a cohesive film. Their screen time is miscalibrated, favoring Arj's light banter with Gabriel and Jeff over more consequential conversations with Elena about shared struggles. And although there are a few interesting visual choices at play, such as when cinematographer Adam Newport-Berra casts green light on an envious Arj during a party at Jeff's house, Ansari put out more cinematic work on a streaming service when he directed the carefully framed third season of "Master of None."
"Good Fortune" marks Ansari's on-screen return to narrative work after a series of setbacks. In 2022, with the gray area of his babe.net dating scandal behind him, he began shooting a film adaptation of Atul Gawande's "Being Mortal" that halted production when star Bill Murray was accused of inappropriate behavior. Ansari then pivoted to "Good Fortune," bringing along "Being Mortal" co-stars Palmer and Rogen. Just last week, Ansari made headlines when newly reinstated talk show host Jimmy Kimmel asked why he chose to perform at the Saudi government's Riyadh Comedy Festival with the likes of Dave Chappelle and Bill Burr, which advocacy organizations and other stand-ups have criticized as condoning the regime's record of abusing human rights.
"There's people over there that don't agree with the stuff the government's doing," Ansari said. "To ascribe the worst behavior of the government onto those people, that's not fair. Just like there's people in America that don't agree with the things the government is doing."
Of course, the Saudi government cut Ansari a check, not the people -- a fact that clashes with the "money isn't everything" messaging behind "Good Fortune." Even if one were to separate the artist from his art, the naivete coloring Ansari's response to Kimmel -- donating part of his fee doesn't mitigate his decision to perform -- manifests in the film as well. One venture capitalist realizing he underpays his workers does not have much of a ripple effect, though the scene operates as though it does. And after all that, viewers still don't know whether Arj will be able to make his rent.
In fact, nearly all the problems identified at the start of "Good Fortune" remain by its end. While well-intentioned, this is a movie about class consciousness that lacks in self-awareness. Its plentiful laughs ring hollow.
R. At area theaters. Contains language and some drug use. 98 minutes.
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TV
'Love is Blind' is appalling. And addictive.
"Love Is Blind" Season 9 has been packed with questionable casting and awkward moments. 

Anton and Ali seem to hate each other but might actually get married. (Netflix)


By Amber Ferguson, Anne Branigin, Avi Selk | 2025-10-16
Season 9 of Netflix's "Love is Blind" has been all over our group chats. The general consensus is What the ...?! There has been no end of discussion about this season's poor casting decisions ("I eat my boogers," Edmond says in the promo reel), cringe moments (Kacie's bizarre break-up/make-out session with Patrick mere hours after meeting him face-to-face) and totally ignored red flags (honestly, everything Edmond does. The man licks floors!).
And then there are the questions about whether any of these Denver-area singles are mature enough to participate in this experiment, which dares them to propose before seeing each other, then get married inside a month.
Episodes 10 and 11 just dropped -- major spoilers ahead! -- and we saw two doomed couples implode. Nick ended things with Annie, and Joe (finally) broke up with Madison. As the three surviving couples go wedding attire shopping and contemplate eternity together, unresolved issues boil to the surface. Next Wednesday's finale will feature the weddings, and we'll see who says "I do."
Here, Washington Post reporters Amber Ferguson and Anne Branigin join Post assistant editor Avi Selk for a discussion about their theories on who will get married and why this season feels so ewww.
Amber Ferguson: Wow, so KB (Kalybriah) and Edmond may actually say "I do." I actually gave Edmond a lot of passes and tried not to judge him, but the last two fights with KB were too much to stomach.
Avi Selk: Oh, God, KB. Possibly the only emotionally intelligent person on the show. But then you look at who she chose.

Kalybriah or "KB," possibly the most emotionally mature cast member, and her fiance, Edmond, possibly the least. (Netflix)


Anne Branigin: Let's talk about it! Because Edmond and KB stress me out, too -- and though they're not the only ones, they kind of exemplify what has felt really off about this season, which generally has felt pretty uncomfortable and unsatisfying.
Amber: She babies him so much. When she asked for help in Episode 9's rodeo-themed event, he didn't even try. Then he embarrassed her in front of everyone for no reason. He's so strange it hurts.
Avi: I thought KB and Edmond's fight on the mountaintop in Episode 11 was a revealing moment. She is calling him out for basically being a sociopath when the cameras are off, then turning on his Tom-Hanks-in-"Big" man-child shtick for the set pieces.
Anne: I've had a queasy feeling about their dynamic since the early episodes, when the contestants were kept in isolated pods and couldn't see each other. And I get that we don't see everything, but neither of them have really looked like they're having a good time with each other. Their arguments are so painful, so circular, and Edmond clearly has a TERRIBLE time with confrontation.
Avi: Edmond is someone who literally cries for sex. There are a million example of why he should not be marrying anyone, or possibly not even dating yet.

Edmond licks a floor while his confused castmates look on. (Netflix)


Amber: When he broke down in Mexico over her not sleeping with him, saying she didn't shower him with enough praise and compliments -- it was just ridiculous. Like, is this bad acting?
Anne: I know that there are some theories that he's being over-the-top or emotionally unstable for the cameras, but if we want to nominate someone for bad acting, I'd probably nominate Nick. I wish these couples had a therapist to help them unpack what they're really arguing about, like in "Married at First Sight." It's really frustrating to see these people floundering.
Avi: It's just ... exhausting. I'm exhausted like Jordan before he drinks his morning chicken.
Anne: The conventional wisdom is that conflict makes for good TV, I guess. But there really is delight in watching people fall in love in real time, or figure out something important and interesting about themselves. And it feels like there's less of that this season.
Amber: Right. Joe should have never been on the show, for instance. The tux fitting was so painful to watch. He freaked out and couldn't give his friends straight answers about if he was ready to walk down the aisle.
Avi: He either doesn't have the emotional maturity to tell Madison he's not into her, or he's got some other motive for staying to the end.

Madison and Joe smooch a few episodes before their breakup. (Netflix)


Amber: Joe seemed like he was forcing himself to like Madison, and in time he just developed disgust.
Anne: I will always have a soft spot for Joe's rant about Nick: "Great guy ... some might say." Speaking of Nick, I'd love to know what y'all think of Nick and Annie. Are we all relieved they didn't make it to the altar?
Amber: I think we missed a lot of their arguments that led up to his decision. Annie came off so desperate and heartbroken. I felt bad for her. But I did appreciate his honesty and not wasting her time further.
Avi: The tragedy of Annie is she kept getting drunk late at night and perceiving, accurately, that Nick was faking his way through the relationship. Then she'd sober up in the morning, apologize to him and talk herself back into marrying a cipher.
She gave a podcast interview after the show, and talked about how producers would pull them out of bed to have heart-to-heart conversations when they were completely drained and isolate them for hours with their hastily chosen partners to amp up the conflict and lust. She said on the podcast, "Of course we're in love, you literally set us up." She was surprisingly insightful about the level of manipulation the producers put her through, which is how I kind of became an Annie fan.
But yeah ... Nick ... huh.

Annie and Nick had communication problems throughout the season. (Netflix)


Anne: Nick has been such an interesting -- and divisive -- personality on this show.
Avi: Nick got a lot of hate for basically having the energy of a business letter. When Annie accepted his proposal, she literally thought he was a plaid-wearing lumberjack mountain man. He's a luxury-watch dealer with a racing simulator in his garage. That was the starting point for their engagement. If anything, Annie was the weirder one for seeming to be genuinely in love with him.
Anne: The basis for their engagement was basically, "Christianity is everything, do you agree?" I'm still not over Nick's "group chats with the boys."
Avi: Nick's group chat with the boys, for the readers who don't watch, was about how their penises look. This is the same guy who may or may not have suggested that being queer is a "fad."
Anne: At this point, are there any couples y'all are actually rooting for? And are there any couples that seem genuinely into each other?
Amber: So we have Ali and Anton, Kalybriah and Edmond, and Megan and Jordan left.
Avi: I think -- and it really says a lot that this is all I can come up with -- Jordan and Megan may have the closest thing to a chance.

Jordan and "Sparkle" Megan are among three couples left standing before the season finale. (Netflix)


Anne: They're the only pair who seem to like each other. If I have one bone to pick with Jordan -- beyond that chicken-breast-blended-with-Crystal-Light concoction, which is crime enough -- it's that he does seem to be glossing over some pretty big things. Megan is right to be anxious about being a stepmom to his son, Luca. But from what we've seen on-screen, Jordan's just like, "Oh, it'll be fine, it'll be great." Bro, it's okay if she is overwhelmed by it. It is a big deal.
Avi: Can you imagine being Luca's mom? Watching your child's father in the pods, falling in love with a woman who calls herself "Sparkle Megan?"
Amber: Do we think Ali and Anton are a bad match, or can they work through his drinking and strip-club-frequenting ways? I think they could do well in Miami. They both talked about moving down there for the nicer weather.
Anne: If the strip club is a problem for Anton in Denver, is it not going to be a problem in Miami?
Avi: Ali and Anton hate each other deeply. I can just tell.
Amber: I like Ali a lot. She has the best style on the show. I also like Jordan and Megan together, and I'm happy she didn't choose Mike.
Anne: Mike gave me real big MAHA vibes.
Avi: I think Mike is beyond MAHA. I wish we cycled back to that comment he made in the pods, about being in a "tribe" of rich guys with six mysterious "pillars." But I also came to like Mike in an odd way. And I think he and Megan probably would have got married and had good years together. And then gone to prison for financial crimes.
Anne: One thing I found myself wondering is whether being in a relationship impacts how you feel about this show. As exhausting as this season has been, I do enjoy analyzing what's happening on-screen with my husband. Avi, you are married, and Amber, you're engaged! Do y'all watch this show with your partners?
Avi: My wife watched a few episodes with me. I had to consume them too fast to bring her on my entire journey, to borrow a show word. I also recognized a lot of sh---y things I have done in my relationship in the guys on this show. Which I hope is a normal experience. Right?!?!
Amber: My fiance indulges me and casually watches it as he's on the couch or reading comic books. I went out with a guy who was on the D.C. show. He knew that and so would always point and ask, "Is that the guy?" It was funny.
Avi: WHAT. You dated a contestant?
Amber: Yeah, I actually knew three people on the D.C. season. I went out with Tim, who got engaged to Alex on the show. He was boring but very respectful.
Avi: I'm really glad you're engaged Amber because I feel like it was just a matter of time before you ended up in a pod yourself.
Amber: Oh yes, it's honestly a miracle I didn't end up on a dating reality show. I almost applied for "The Bachelor" once.
Avi: We're glad to have you in the real world.
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Arts & Entertainment
Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

The National Building Museum is among the D.C. facilities that has remained open during the government shutdown. (Shedrick Pelt for The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-10-15
The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: Amid the government shutdown, the Library of Congress, the National Archives Museum, the National Gallery of Art and the Smithsonian museums will be closed to the public indefinitely. 
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER Six exhibits are on view through Dec. 7: "Women Artists of the DMV: A Survey Exhibition," "From Ancestral Traces to Contemporary Visions -- The Art of Mene," "Jan Svoboda & Jaroslav Benes: Lenticular Poetry," "Orna Ben-Ami: Displacement and Memory," "From Painting to Print: The Poppies, Mimosas and Lantern Flowers of Donald Sultan" and "Fabricated Boundaries: Filipina American Textile & Fiber Artists." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum 
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM "LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org 
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM "Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum 
*DUMBARTON OAKS "Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through Dec. 20. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Enduring Traditions: Celebrating the World of Textiles," through Dec. 20. The museum marks its centennial by exploring the cultural significance of its globe-spanning collection.
"Capital Accommodations," through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu 
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN "From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org 
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The "Chronicles of Narnia" author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition.
"The House of David: A Dynasty Carved in Stone," through Nov. 3. The Tel Dan Stele, the first archaeological evidence of King David, is on view free in the museum's Grand Hall. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org 
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON Three exhibitions are on view through Jan. 25: "Hedieh Javanshir Ilchi: Here the Waving Flag. Here the Other World"; "Global Spotlight: Tactics for Remembering"; and "Joey Enriquez: As I Look Towards What Could Have Been Mine."
"Hiromi Isobe: Can I See?," through Nov. 30. This installation uses painting, mixed media, fiber and sculpture to envision the invisible systems shaping the world. 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org 
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Coming Together: Reimagining America's Downtowns," ongoing. A multimedia exploration of how lessons learned during the pandemic are shaping the future of American city centers.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org 
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "Niki de Saint Phalle In Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances.
"Women Artists From Antwerp to Amsterdam, 1600-1750," through Jan. 11. A collection of paintings, prints, embroidery, sculptures and other artworks highlights the work of 40-plus Dutch and Flemish women.
"Tawny Chatmon: Sanctuaries of Truth, Dissolution of Lies," through March 8. Selections from the photographic artist's latest series, "The Restoration" and "The Reconciliation," incorporate assemblage, embroidery, film and audio narrative.
"Remix: The Collection," through Oct. 25, 2026. Familiar collection favorites are displayed alongside recent acquisitions. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org 
*RUBELL MUSEUM "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
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Movies
Julia Roberts's latest is as confused about #MeToo as it is about academia
"After the Hunt," from director Luca Guadagnino, wastes its A-level cast.

Ayo Edebiri, left, as Maggie and Julia Roberts as Alma in "After the Hunt." (Yannis Drakoulidis/Amazon MGM Studios)


By Monica Hesse | 2025-10-15
So I'm fairly sure that I was asked to review "After the Hunt" because I have years of experience writing about feminist issues. But as a pedantic bonus, I also have years of experience being raised by academics, so we first must talk about how, in this movie, Julia Roberts is a philosophy professor named Alma who hosts lavish parties in her multimillion-dollar home (No), where the Ivy League guests bop one another over the head with Kierkegaard references (No) and fret about the fact that only one of them will be awarded tenure (No) while Andrew Garfield's shirt becomes progressively more unbuttoned (No, but okay).
By the time Alma hands her maid (No) a wad of cash at the end of the night, your main takeaway is that you'd rather send your children to Hooters than to Yale, but we're only minutes into a nearly 21/2-hour, Luca Guadagnino-directed exploration of assault, victimhood, fallible memories, generational divides and whether Garfield's shirt will ever completely fall off.
The end of the party kicks off the beginning of the plot: Alma's friend and academic rival Hank (Garfield) agrees to walk home Alma's teaching assistant, Maggie (Ayo Edebiri), and the next day Maggie resurfaces with a disturbing story: Hank "crossed a line" back at her apartment. "He kept going, and when he left, I showered."
"What exactly are you saying he did?" the prickly Alma demands, visibly uncomfortable to have become Maggie's confidante, but Maggie will only repeat that a line was crossed, angered that her mentor wants to hear painful details before offering support.
The alleged incident is already the talk of the department by the time Alma hears Hank's side of the story: He says that on the walk home, he'd confronted Maggie with suspicions that she'd plagiarized her entire dissertation (No), and once accused, she launched revenge. If you're hoping for an omniscient flashback to provide clarity on what actually happened in that apartment, no dice -- viewers are entirely reliant on these two competing testimonies, plus close-ups of faces and fidgeting hands.
"It's her word against a lifetime of hard work," the chesty Hank protests, insisting that Maggie is taking advantage of a "shallow cultural moment."
The phrase "#MeToo" is never uttered, but it's clear that this is the cultural moment of which he speaks -- an era in which powerful men were made to answer for the casual sexual misconduct they'd been allowed to perpetuate for decades. But what exactly counts as misconduct? What does it mean to be held to account? Who should do the judging? The court of law? The court of public opinion?
We've got a whole team of crackerjack philosophy professors on the case, making references to Foucault's "Discipline and Punish" -- "we are all conscripted to police one another," Alma explains to her class -- as well as the work of Hannah Arendt, Friedrich Nietzsche, some ancient Greeks and Maggie's lame dissertation, which is apparently about "performative discontent." Professors note that the brilliant luminaries whose writings they teach would be considered hideously problematic by modern standards, and even the concept of tenure is held out not as a hard-earned badge of honor and safeguard for academic freedom, but as an unfettered get-out-of-jail-free card. "It's a significant thing to work your whole life for," Alma's annoying husband (Michael Stuhlbarg) decrees, "being above accountability."

Andrew Garfield and Julia Roberts in "After the Hunt." (Amazon MGM Studios)


Here is where I analyze my own bias as a critic: On the one hand, my familiarity with this subject matter might mean that the aspects of the movie that grated on me as facile or false would not bother most viewers. On the other hand: A whole team of seasoned screenwriters (first-timer Nora Garrett penned this script) could not have drummed up a movie more personally tailored to my own interests or more populated with talented, winning actors. So why did it frequently feel like it wasn't quite landing?
Perhaps because, as our nation's flagship universities fight a punitive White House to retain their federal funding in real life, it's frustrating to see their fictionalized counterparts play up every Fox News stereotype of university culture: libertine morals, left-wing mob justice, snowflake students, and everybody making French casseroles and taking naps in the middle of the day. The character presented as the most "privileged" is Maggie -- a young, gay, Black woman -- because, apparently, her parents have money and she's not afraid to publicly share her story.
Or perhaps because the question of how to define justice and dole out repercussions in nuanced sexual scenarios is still really important, and we never quite came up with an answer. Instead we just, like, got covid, staggered through another presidential election and started worrying that AI might murder us, rather than coming to a consensus on Louis C.K.
"After the Hunt" wants to answer this question. It thinks it's answering this question. It's circling this question in a dozen searching conversations followed by two or three wacky plot twists. Guadagnino is no stranger to wrestling with thorny issues of sexual power: His critically acclaimed "Call Me by Your Name," featuring a pre-superstardom Timothee Chalamet and a pre-cannibal accusations Armie Hammer, was seen by some viewers as a tender coming-of-age love story but seen by others as a story of grooming and sexual predation (Chalamet, then 20, was playing a 17-year-old who looked 15; Hammer, then 30, was playing a 24-year-old who looked 35). One would presume that this director, more than many, would know how to dwell in nuance.
However. There's nuance, and then there's just murk. At one point, as Alma struggles with whom to throw her support behind, she tells another character, "If it's real to you, it's real."
And maybe that's the kind of thing a philosophy professor would say, when her pack of freshmen reaches the Descartes unit in their introductory survey course. And maybe that's the best that somebody in Alma's position -- somebody in any of our positions -- can figure out how to do. But it's also the kind of statement that makes it seem as though sexual assault is an intellectual exercise, to be puzzled through by professors, rather than a trauma to be experienced by victims.
The kind of statement that makes you feel like you're watching a movie not about real people but about how eight years after #MeToo, we still haven't figured out how to talk about it at all.
R. At area theaters. Contains language and some sexual content. 139 minutes.
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Washington Commanders
The mystery of Terry McLaurin's status continues
The Commanders' top receiver was a limited participant at practice Wednesday, but he's no sure bet to play Sunday at Dallas.

(Greg Fiume/Getty Images)


By Tom Schad, Tashan Reed | 2025-10-15

Terry McLaurin was sidelined for his third straight game Monday night when the Commanders lost to the Bears. (Greg Fiume/Getty Images)


Terry McLaurin has been a near constant for Washington over the past six-plus years. As the team has cycled through 11 starting quarterbacks, three head coaches and three names, McLaurin has started almost every game, making 76 consecutive starts from late in the 2020 season to the early portion of this year.
Yet as the Commanders prepare to visit the Dallas Cowboys on Sunday, McLaurin's status remains a question -- if not a bit of a mystery -- for the fourth straight week as he continues to work his way back from a quadriceps injury of undisclosed severity.
McLaurin practiced Wednesday for the first time since suffering the injury Sept. 21, albeit in a limited capacity. Coach Dan Quinn noted it was a light practice at a "jog-through" pace.
"I'll have a better assessment after we go through some full-speed routes and movements to see where he's at," Quinn said. "But I'm excited where he's trending."
McLaurin's injury followed an offseason in the spotlight. His contract situation was the talk of training camp, with the two-time Pro Bowl pick holding out, "holding in" and at one point requesting a trade before agreeing to a three-year extension worth a maximum of $96 million. He then caught 10 passes for 149 yards in parts of three games before exiting against the Las Vegas Raiders after making a lunging catch near the goal line.
In subsequent weeks, McLaurin was not spotted at practice nor in the locker room during portions open to reporters. NFL Network reported the 30-year-old sought additional opinions on the injury, including one with a core injury specialist, but did not require surgery.
Quinn has remained coy about McLaurin's status.
"[He's] working as hard as he can to come back from it, and he's putting all the work in," Quinn said Sept. 26. "So I would say he's week-to-week as we're hitting it."
The following week, ahead of the trip to Los Angeles, Quinn said McLaurin was "trending up." Last week, Quinn said "we're optimistic" about McLaurin ahead of Monday night's game against the Chicago Bears. In the meantime, McLaurin was spotted working on a side field with trainers and strength coaches but not catching passes or participating in practice.
On Wednesday, Quinn said the next step for McLaurin is game simulation.
"Sometimes in a rehab, you can see it's predicted where you're going to go. So off-schedule throws, how to do different things -- that's a good step when you're moving forward," Quinn said. "That's part of the process, getting your return to play to simulate more closely related plays. So the fact that we're moving in that direction, that's a good sign."
If McLaurin is unable to play Sunday, it would be his fourth missed game -- meaning the Commanders could have put him on injured reserve and temporarily given his roster spot to another player.
Quarterback Jayden Daniels said he is confident that he and McLaurin will be able to quickly reestablish their rapport once his go-to target returns.
"I think he'll come back and contribute in a way that he does," Daniels said.

Noah Brown, shown in the season opener, has been out for most of this year with knee and groin injuries. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


Wide receiver Noah Brown has been out since Week 2 with knee and groin injuries. He appeared to be making progress when he returned to practice last week, but Quinn said his groin didn't respond well.
That led to the Commanders' decision to place him on injured reserve Wednesday, knocking him out for at least the next four games.
"It wasn't a setback. It just hasn't responded quite the way that it needs to," Quinn said when asked why the team didn't place Brown on IR when he initially was injured. "Hindsight's 20-20. The main thing is, man, we're going to get him right. That's the ultimate goal -- to get there. We know that means four more weeks. The guy's working incredibly hard at it."
Since McLaurin has been sidelined, Chris Moore has led the Commanders with 84 snaps at outside receiver, according to TruMedia. Deebo Samuel Sr. is next up with 63, while rookie Jaylin Lane (40) and Luke McCaffrey (38) have been about even.
McLaurin's return would eat into those snaps, but it probably will continue to be a group effort to fill in for Brown.
Throughout this season, the Commanders' defense has looked slow. The problem has shown up on runs to the perimeter, short passes to the sideline and deep shots downfield. It's one of the primary reasons Washington has allowed an explosive play rate of 12.3 percent that ranks 29th in the NFL.
That lack of speed makes the slipups that have plagued the defense -- missed tackles, poor angles and blown assignments -- debilitating. Washington doesn't have the mistake erasers to be able to afford those errors.
That's a personnel issue that the Commanders may not be able to address at this point. Instead, defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. will have to attempt to scheme around it. Whitt prefers to use an aggressive play style. Washington has a man-to-man coverage rate of 29.1 percent (10th) and a blitz rate of 30.5 percent (10th), according to TruMedia. The Commanders haven't been able to execute that attacking mindset. If that continues, the defensive philosophy may have to shift.

The Commanders trailed 13-0 before snapping into form Monday night. (Geoff Burke/Imagn Images) 


The Commanders often have fallen behind quickly, trailing by two scores in the first quarter of four of their first six games. That happened just six times last year.
The Commanders have a point differential of minus-22 in the first quarter; that ranks 29th in the NFL. In 2024, they were tied for fourth in first-quarter differential. The defense is allowing an average of 6.0 points (25th) in the first quarter, while the offense has managed just 2.3 (30th).
"I'm digging in to try and find an edge," Quinn said Tuesday. "... It'll likely include something at practice, some type of competition that will go back and forth. Generally, that's where we find our best improvement -- going against one another, trying to find something -- so I may just spot it and play to get a jump start on some things."
The Commanders opened the 21-day practice window for cornerback Jonathan Jones (hamstring). He was placed on injured reserve following the Week 2 loss at Green Bay. Washington has until Week 10 to add him to the active roster.
The Commanders signed guard Julian Good-Jones to the practice squad Wednesday after releasing guard Tyler Cooper from the practice squad the day before. They also announced the signing of defensive end Drake Jackson, who is returning from a knee injury and may not be able to play for a while.
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