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            Prime Minister Mark Carney set a goal for Canada to double its non-U.S. exports in the next decade, saying American tariffs are causing a chill in investment.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Canada Prime Minister Mark Carney makes a live address on Canada's plan to build a stronger economy in advance of the 2025 Budget, at the University of Ottawa in Ottawa on Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025. (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Prime Minister Mark Carney set a goal for Canada to double its non-U.S. exports in the next decade, saying American tariffs are causing a chill in investment. 
Carney, who will release his government's budget on Nov. 4, said Wednesday many of Canada's former strengths -- based on close ties to America -- have become vulnerabilities. 
"The jobs of workers in our industries most affected by U.S. tariffs -- autos, steel, lumber -- are under threat. Our businesses are holding back investments, restrained by the pall of uncertainty that is hanging over all of us," Carney said. 
U.S. President Donald Trump has been threatening Canada's economy and sovereignty with tariffs, most offensively by claiming Canada could be "the 51st state."
Carney reiterated in an evening address to Canadians that the decades-long process of an ever-closer economic relationship between the Canadian and U.S. economies is now over. 

    
"The U.S. has fundamentally changed its approach to trade, raising its tariffs to levels last seen during the Great Depression," Carney said. 
"We have to take care of ourselves because we can't rely on one foreign partner."



    
        




    




Tensions between the neighbors and longtime allies have eased slightly in recent months as Carney tries to get a trade deal with Trump, but tariffs are taking a toll, particularly in the aluminum, steel, auto and lumber sectors. 
More than 75% of Canada's exports go to the U.S. 

    
    
    
"We are re-engaging with the global giants India and China," he said. 
Canada is the top export destination for 36 U.S. states. Nearly $3.6 billion Canadian (US$2.7 billion) worth of goods and services cross the border daily. 
Canada's free trade deal with the U.S. is up for review in 2026. 
Carney called Canada an "energy superpower" and said the country has third largest reserves of oil and the fourth largest reserves of natural gas in the world. 

    
About 60% of U.S. crude oil imports are from Canada, and 85% of U.S. electricity imports are from Canada.
Canada is also the largest foreign supplier of steel, aluminum and uranium to the U.S. and has 34 critical minerals and metals that the Pentagon is eager for and investing in for national security.

"I will always be straight about the challenges we have to face and the choices we must make," Carney said. "To be clear, we won't transform our economy easily or in a few months -- it will take some sacrifices and some time."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/canada-carney-trump-budget-exports-c78a41c00167bc1d8177d5d74e34d09f
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            Speaking on the tarmac of Tel Aviv's international airport before departing at the end of his visit to Israel this week, Vance said "I personally take some insult to it". "The policy of the Trump administration is that the West Bank will not be annexed by Israel." A bill that would apply Israeli law to the occupied West Bank won preliminary approval in Israel's parliament on Wednesday.
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            The family of Tal Haimi, whose body was returned after months in captivity, said they can finally begin the healing process. (AP video shot by Srdjan Nedeljkovic)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Palestinians carry jerrycans and plastic bottles with water after collecting it at a camp for displaced people in Gaza City, Thursday Oct. 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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            Palestinians carry jerrycans and plastic bottles with water after collecting it at a camp for displaced people in Gaza City, Thursday Oct. 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: U.S. Vice President JD Vance, center, tours The Church of the Holy Sepulchre in the Old City of Jerusalem Thursday, Oct. 23, 2025. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: President Donald Trump listens as Secretary of State Marco Rubio speaks during a meeting with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: Palestinians wait to receive donated food at a community kitchen in Gaza City, Thursday, Oct. 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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            Palestinians wait to receive donated food at a community kitchen in Gaza City, Thursday, Oct. 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- U.S. Vice President JD Vance on Thursday criticized a symbolic vote in Israel's parliament the previous day about annexing the occupied West Bank, saying that it amounted to an "insult" and went against the Trump administration policies.
Hard-liners in the Israeli parliament had narrowly passed a preliminary vote in support of annexing parts of the West Bank -- an apparent attempt to embarrass Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu while Vance was still in the country. 
The bill, which required only a simple majority of lawmakers present in the house on Wednesday, passed with a 25-24 vote. But it was unlikely to pass multiple rounds of voting to become law or win a majority in the 120-seat parliament. Netanyahu, who is opposed to it, also has tools to delay or defeat it. 
Before departing Israel, Vance also unveiled new details about U.S. plans for Gaza, saying he expected reconstruction to begin soon in some "Hamas-free" areas of the territory. But he warned that rebuilding the territory after a devastating war, which began on Oct. 7, 2023, could take years. 

    
"The hope is to rebuild Rafah over the next two to three years and theoretically you could have half a million people live (there)," he said, referring to the Gaza Strip's southernmost city.



    
        




    




That would account for about a quarter of the territory's population of roughly 2 million, 90% of whom were displaced from their homes during the war. Out of every 10 buildings that stood in Gaza before the war, eight are either damaged or flattened. An estimated cost of rebuilding Gaza is about $53 billion, according to the World Bank, the U.N. and the European Union.

    
Vance's rebuke
The Israeli parliament's vote has stirred widespread condemnation, with more than a dozen countries -- including Egypt, Qatar and Saudi Arabia -- rebuking it in a joint statement that called all Israeli settlements in the West Bank a violation of international law. 
Netanyahu's office said in a statement that the "vote on annexation was a deliberate political provocation by the opposition to sow discord."
Netanyahu is struggling to stave off an early election as cracks grow more apparent between factions in Israel's right-wing parties, some of whom were upset over the ceasefire and the security sacrifices it required of Israel. 
Vance said that if the Knesset's vote was a "political stunt, then it is a very stupid political stunt."
"I personally take some insult to it," Vance said. "The policy of the Trump administration is that the West Bank will not be annexed by Israel."
The deputy Palestinian ambassador to the United Nations, Majed Bamya, told the U.N. Security Council on Thursday that Palestinians "appreciate the clear message" that the Trump administration has sent in opposition to annexation. 
While many members of Netanyahu's coalition, including his Likud Party, support annexation, they have backed off those calls since U.S. President Donald Trump said last month that he opposes such a move. 
The Palestinians seek the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, captured by Israel in the 1967 Mideast war, for a future independent state. Israeli annexation of the West Bank would all but bury hopes for a two-state solution between Israel and the Palestinians -- the outcome supported by most of the world.

    
Analysts like Amichai Cohen, a senior fellow at the Israel Democracy Institute, say that a "de facto annexation of very large parts" of the West Bank is already underway, referring to the growing number of Israelis living in settlements in the Palestinian territory -- even without any law supporting annexation.

    
U.S. peace push
Earlier this week, Vance announced the opening of a civilian military coordination center in southern Israel where around 200 U.S. troops are working alongside the Israeli military and delegations from other countries planning the stabilization and reconstruction of Gaza. 
The United States is seeking support from other allies, especially Gulf Arab nations, to create an international stabilization force to be deployed to Gaza and train a Palestinian force. 
"We'd like to see Palestinian police forces in Gaza that are not Hamas and that are going to do a good job, but those still have to be trained and equipped," U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio said before his trip to Israel.
Rubio met with Netanyahu on Thursday and, like other U.S. officials and envoys visiting Israel this week, struck a tone of optimism about progress that has been made since the ceasefire began, while noting the challenges that lie ahead. 
"No one is under any illusions. We've already done the impossible once and we intend to keep doing that," he said.
Israeli media referred to the parade of American officials visiting to ensure Israel holds up its side of the fragile ceasefire as "Bibi-sitting." The term, utilizing Netanyahu's nickname of Bibi, refers to an old campaign ad when Netanyahu positioned himself as the "Bibi-sitter" whom voters could trust with their kids.

    
Medical needs
In the first medical evacuation since the ceasefire began on Oct. 10, the World Health Organization's director-general said Thursday that the group has evacuated 41 critical patients and 145 companions out of the Gaza Strip.
In a statement posted to X, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus called on nations to show solidarity and help around 15,000 patients who are still waiting for approval to receive medical care outside Gaza. 
His calls were echoed by an official with the U.N. Population Fund who on Wednesday described the "sheer devastation" that he witnessed on his most recent travel to Gaza, saying that there's no such thing as a "normal birth in Gaza now."
Andrew Saberton, an executive director at UNFPA, told reporters how difficult the agency's work has become because of the lack of functioning or even standing health care facilities.
Another major challenge since the ceasefire began has been getting enough aid into Gaza -- and distributed -- to meet the huge demand.
"We expected Gaza to be flooded with aid the moment the ceasefire began. But that's not what we're seeing," said Bushra Khalidi, who oversees the Palestinian territories division at Oxfam, a nonprofit focused on global poverty.
More crossings into Gaza need to be opened in order to allow in more trucks, said Antoine Renard, head of the World Food Program in the Palestinian territories.
"With only two crossings that are open, you are facing clearly congestion," he said.
The WFP has 36 distribution centers operating in Gaza, and aims to increase that to 145. Since Oct. 11, the U.N. tracking system has recorded 949 aid trucks that were offloaded in Gaza.
___

Matthew Lee reported from Washington. Josef Federman in Jerusalem, Melanie Lidman in Tel Aviv, Israel, Kareem Chehayeb in Beirut, Sarah El Deeb in Cairo, and Farnoush Amiri in New York, contributed to this report. 
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/jd-vance-israel-hamas-marco-rubio-ceasefire-press-gaza-26c272b2182c3d0accdfc5e1e3339a34
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            The unidentified bodies were among 165 that Israel sent back to Gaza last week. A senior health official in Gaza said some bodies bore "evidence of torture" and called for an investigation.
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            U.S. Vice President JD Vance held a meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Jerusalem on Wednesday as he attempts to nudge forward Gaza's fragile ceasefire. Vance noted flareups of violence in recent days, acknowledging that challenges and "hard work" lay ahead.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Palestinians walk trough the destruction caused by the Israeli air and ground offensive in Sheikh Radwan neighborhood in Gaza City, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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            Palestinians walk trough the destruction caused by the Israeli air and ground offensive in Sheikh Radwan neighborhood in Gaza City, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. Vice President JD Vance, left, meets with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at the Prime Minister's Office in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025. (Marc Israel Sellem/Jerusalem Post via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Tents for displaced Palestinians stand amid the destruction caused by the Israeli air and ground offensive in Sheikh Radwan neighborhood in Gaza City, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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            Tents for displaced Palestinians stand amid the destruction caused by the Israeli air and ground offensive in Sheikh Radwan neighborhood in Gaza City, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bodies of unidentified Palestinians returned from Israel as part of the ceasefire deal are buried in a mass grave in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]
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            Bodies of unidentified Palestinians returned from Israel as part of the ceasefire deal are buried in a mass grave in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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            Bodies of unidentified Palestinians returned from Israel as part of the ceasefire deal are buried in a mass grave in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- U.S. Vice President JD Vance sought Wednesday to ease concerns in Israel that the Trump administration was dictating terms to its closest ally in the Middle East, as he and other top U.S. envoys visit Israel this week to support the Gaza ceasefire agreement.
"We don't want in Israel a vassal state, and that's not what Israel is. We want a partnership, we want an ally," Vance said beside Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, in response to a reporter's question about whether Israel was becoming a "protectorate" of the U.S.
Netanyahu -- who will meet with visiting U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio on Friday -- expressed similar sentiments while acknowledging differences of opinion as they push forward the U.S.-proposed ceasefire agreement.
"One week they say that Israel controls the United States. A week later they say the United States controls Israel. This is hogwash. We have a partnership, an alliance of partners who share common values, common goals," Netanyahu said.

    
One concern in Israel is that an international security force in Gaza -- envisioned in the ceasefire's second phase -- could limit the Israeli military's ability to take action in the Palestinian territory if it perceives a threat to its own security. 



    
        




    




Vance acknowledged that the road to long-term peace is challenging, with the ceasefire less than two weeks old, but tried to maintain the buoyant tone he sounded Tuesday after arriving in Israel.

    
    
    
"We have a very, very tough task ahead of us, which is to disarm Hamas but rebuild Gaza to make life better for the people in Gaza, but also to ensure that Hamas is no longer a threat to our friends in Israel. That's not easy," Vance said. "There's a lot of work to do, but I feel very optimistic about where we are."
Vance also met with relatives of Israeli hostages. He was accompanied by U.S. Middle East envoy Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner, President Donald Trump's son-in-law.

    
UN court rules on aid to Gaza
The International Court of Justice said on Wednesday that Israel must allow the U.N. aid agency in Gaza, known as UNRWA, to provide humanitarian assistance to the territory.
The Hague-based court was asked last year by the U.N. General Assembly to determine Israel's legal obligations after the country effectively banned the agency, the main provider of aid to Gaza, from operating there.
Israel "is under the obligation to agree to and facilitate relief schemes provided by the United Nations and its entities, including UNRWA," ICJ President Yuji Iwasawa said.
Israel has denied it has violated international law, saying the court's proceedings are biased, and the country didn't attend hearings in April. UNRWA has faced criticism from Netanyahu and his far-right allies, who claim the group is deeply infiltrated by Hamas.
Questions about ceasefire plan's next steps
Uncertainty surrounds next steps in the ceasefire, including the territory's postwar governance and the disarming of Hamas.
Vance said Tuesday officials are brainstorming on the composition of the international security force, mentioning Turkey -- with whom Israel has had tense relations in recent years -- and Indonesia as countries expected to contribute troops. Vance was flanked by flags from a number of countries expected to participate, including Germany, Denmark and Jordan.

    
An Israeli official said the issue of Turkish participation in the security force was discussed in the meeting between Vance and Netanyahu, and that Netanyahu expressed his opposition to Turkish troop presence. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because they were discussing closed diplomatic talks.
Meanwhile, in an apparent effort to embarrass Netanyahu during Vance's visit, far-right politicians in the Israeli parliament on Wednesday took the symbolic step of giving preliminary approval to a bill that would give Israel authority to annex the occupied West Bank - a move that the U.S. opposes.
The bill passed in a 25-24 vote. It is unclear whether the bill has support to win a majority in the 120-seat parliament, and Netanyahu has tools to delay or defeat it.

    
Returns of remains on both sides
Israel said Wednesday it completed the identification of the remains of two more hostages that were handed over on Tuesday. Arie Zalmanovich and Tamir Adar were killed in Kibbutz Nir Oz during the Oct. 7, 2023, attack by Hamas militants which triggered the war.
Since the ceasefire began on Oct. 10, the remains of 15 hostages have been returned to Israel. Another 13 need to be recovered in Gaza and handed over, a key element of the ceasefire agreement.
In Gaza, the Health Ministry said Wednesday that Israel returned the bodies of 30 Palestinians. That brings the number of bodies of Palestinians returned to Gaza to 195, of whom 57 have been identified by families, according to the ministry, which operates under the Hamas-run government.
Dozens of people gathered outside Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis on Wednesday for funeral prayers over the bodies of 54 Palestinians returned since the ceasefire began.

    
A senior health official in Gaza has said some of the bodies bore "evidence of torture" and called for an investigation.
Israel has not provided identification for the bodies or explained their origins. They could include Palestinians who died during the Oct. 7 attack, detainees who died in custody or bodies taken from Gaza by Israeli troops during the war.
Israelis bid farewell to Thai hostage killed in 2023
Thousands of people in Israel on Wednesday attended the funeral of Tal Haimi, who was killed during the Oct. 7, 2023, attack that started the war, and whose remains had been returned from Gaza a day earlier, according to a statement from the Hostages and Missing Families Forum.
Israelis were also set to bid farewell to a Thai farmworker whose body will be repatriated. Sonthaya Oakkharasri was killed during the Oct. 7 attack. His remains were returned last weekend.
Hamas-led militants in that attack killed around 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducted 251 others.
The Israel-Hamas war has killed more than 68,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants in its count. The ministry maintains detailed casualty records that are seen as generally reliable by U.N. agencies and independent experts. Israel has disputed them without providing its own toll.
___

This story was first published on Oct. 22, 2025. It was updated on Oct. 22, 2025 to correct that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's office did not issue a statement that said: "We are not a protectorate of the United States. Israel is the one that will decide on its security." In response to a reporter's question about whether Israel was a "protectorate," Netanyahu called the notion "hogwash." ___
Josef Federman contributed from Jerusalem.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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    NBA head coach and player charged in sprawling sports betting and Mafia-backed poker schemes
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            Portland Trail Blazers head coach Chauncey Billups, Miami Heat guard Terry Rozier and more than 30 others were arrested, accused of participating in schemes involving illegal sports betting and rigged poker games backed by the Mafia, authorities said. (AP video: Joe Frederick)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combo of images shows, from left, Portland Trail Blazers head coach Chauncey Billups, Miami Heat guard Terry Rozier and former Cleveland Cavaliers' Damon Jones. (AP Photo/File)]
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            This combo of images shows, from left, Portland Trail Blazers head coach Chauncey Billups, Miami Heat guard Terry Rozier and former Cleveland Cavaliers' Damon Jones. (AP Photo/File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Portland Trail Blazers head coach Chauncey Billups speaks during an NBA basketball press conference, Friday, June 27, 2025, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)]
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[image: Miami Heat guard Terry Rozier (2) brings the ball up court during the second half of an NBA basketball game against the Washington Wizards in Washington, Monday, March 31, 2025. (AP Photo/Terrance Williams, File)]
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            Miami Heat guard Terry Rozier (2) brings the ball up court during the second half of an NBA basketball game against the Washington Wizards in Washington, Monday, March 31, 2025. (AP Photo/Terrance Williams, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FBI director Kash Patel speaks at a press conference announcing the arrests of Portland Trail Blazers head coach Chauncey Billups and Miami Heat guard Terry Rozier in connection with a federal investigation into sports betting and illegal gambling, Thursday, Oct. 23, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Angelina Katsanis)]
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            FBI director Kash Patel speaks at a press conference announcing the arrests of Portland Trail Blazers head coach Chauncey Billups and Miami Heat guard Terry Rozier in connection with a federal investigation into sports betting and illegal gambling, Thursday, Oct. 23, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Angelina Katsanis)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FBI director Kash Patel speaks at a press conference announcing the arrests of Portland Trail Blazers head coach Chauncey Billups and Miami Heat guard Terry Rozier in connection with a federal investigation into sports betting and illegal gambling, Thursday, Oct. 23, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Angelina Katsanis)]
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    > Follow the latest updates on the arrests of Trail Blazers coach Chauncey Billups and the Miami Heat's Terry Rozier in a sports betting case


    


NEW YORK (AP) -- The head coach of the Portland Trail Blazers and a player for the Miami Heat were arrested Thursday along with more than 30 other people in two criminal cases alleging sprawling separate schemes to rake in millions by rigging sports bets and poker games involving Mafia families, authorities said.
Portland coach Chauncey Billups was charged with participating in a conspiracy to fix high-stakes card games in Las Vegas, Miami, Manhattan and the Hamptons that were backed by La Cosa Nostra Crime families. Heat guard Terry Rozier was accused in a second scheme to concoct fraudulent bets by exploiting confidential information about NBA athletes and teams.
The indictments unsealed in New York create a massive cloud for the NBA -- which opened its season this week -- and show how certain types of wagers are vulnerable to massive fraud in the growing, multi-billion-dollar legal sports-betting industry.
"My message to the defendants who've been rounded up today is this: Your winning streak has ended," said Joseph Nocella, the U.S attorney for the Eastern District of New York. "Your luck has run out."

    
    
    
Billups and Rozier expected to make their first court appearances
Both men face money laundering and wire fraud conspiracy charges and were expected to make initial court appearances later Thursday. Also arrested was former NBA assistant coach and player Damon Jones, who is charged with participating in both schemes.
Nocella called it "one of the most brazen sports corruption schemes since online sports betting became widely legalized in the United States."
"The fraud is mind boggling," FBI Director Kash Patel told reporters. "We're talking about tens of millions of dollars in fraud and theft and robbery across a multi-year investigation."
Billups, who was inducted into the Basketball Hall of Fame last year, and Rozier have been placed on leave from their teams, according to the NBA. The league said it is cooperating with authorities.

    
"We take these allegations with the utmost seriousness, and the integrity of our game remains our top priority," the NBA said in a statement.
A message seeking comment was left Thursday morning with Billups. Rozier's lawyer, Jim Trusty, said in a statement that his client is "not a gambler" and "looks forward to winning this fight." Trusty said the FBI had previously said his client was not a target in the probe.
But at 6 a.m. "they called to tell me FBI agents were trying to arrest him in a hotel," Trusty said. "It is unfortunate that instead of allowing him to self-surrender they opted for a photo op. They wanted the misplaced glory of embarrassing a professional athlete with a perp walk. That tells you a lot about the motivations in this case."

    
Mafia families profited off gambling scheme, officials say
The poker scheme cheated at least $7 million out of unsuspecting gamblers who were lured into rigged games with the chance to compete against former professional basketball players like Billups and Jones. The games were rigged using sophisticated cheating technology, such as altered card-shuffling machines, hidden cameras in poker chip trays, special sunglasses and even X-ray equipment built into the table to read the cards of unsuspecting players.
Once the targeted victims -- known as "fish" -- lost, the mafia used extortion and violence to make sure they paid their gambling debts, Nocella said.
The rigged poker scheme often made use of preexisting illegal poker games run by New York crime families that required them to share a portion of their proceeds with the Gambino, Genovese and Bonnano families, according to court papers. Members of those families, in turn, also helped commit violent acts, including assault, extortion and robbery, to ensure repayment of debts and the continued success of the operation, officials said in court documents.
Prosecutors, in their detention memo, asked a judge to detain Mafia members implicated in the case, as well as the ringleaders of the poker scheme. Prosecutors are arguing for releasing Billups and Jones but with "substantial bail conditions," including a prohibition on any form of gambling and travel restrictions. 

    
Athletes accused of leaving games early
In the sports betting scheme, players sometimes altered their performance or took themselves out of games early to rig prop bets -- a type of wager that allows gamblers to bet on whether a player will exceed a certain statistical number, such as whether the player will finish over or under a certain total of points, rebounds or assists, according to the indictment.
In one instance, Rozier, while playing for the Charlotte Hornets in 2023, told people he was planning to leave the game early with a supposed injury, allowing gamblers to place wagers earning them tens of thousands of dollars, authorities say.
After another defendant collected his cut of the fraudulent scheme, the man drove to Rozier's Charlotte home and they counted the cash, according to the indictment.
That game between the Hornets and the New Orleans Pelicans raised eyebrows at the time. Rozier played the first 9 minutes and 36 seconds of the game before leaving, citing a foot issue. He did not play again that season.

    
Posts still online from March 23, 2023, show that some bettors were furious with sportsbooks that evening when it became evident that Rozier was not going to return to the game after the first quarter, with many turning to social media to say that something "shady" had happened regarding the prop bets involving his stats for that night.
The indictment against Rozier lists nine unnamed co-conspirators, including a Florida resident who was an NBA player, an Oregon resident who was an NBA player from about 1997 to 2014 and an NBA coach since at least 2021, as well as a relative of Rozier.
The NBA had investigated Rozier previously. He was in uniform as the Heat played the Magic on Wednesday in Orlando, Florida, in the season opener for both teams, though he did not play in the game. He was taken into custody in Orlando early Thursday. The team did not immediately comment on the arrest.
___

Durkin Richer reported from Washington, and Reynolds reported from Miami. Associated Press writers David Collins in Hartford, Connecticut, and Larry Lage in Detroit contributed to this report.
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    Former world chess champion may face discipline for allegations against Daniel Naroditsky




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Russia's Vladimir Kramnik meets the media during a news conference after the 10th game of the Chess World Championship in the Art and Exhibition Hall of the Federal Republic of Germany in Bonn, western Germany, Oct. 27, 2008. (AP Photo/Hermann J. Knippertz, File)]
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[image: This undated photo released by Charlotte Chess Center shows Daniel Naroditsky playing chess on the board. (Kelly Centrelli/Charlotte Chess Center via AP]
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[image: Russian chess grandmaster Vladimir Kramnik, right, concentrates during his game against U.S. grandmaster Lewon Aronjan during the Zurich Chess Challenge 2015 Round 3 in Zurich, Feb. 16, 2015. (Ennio Leanza/Keystone via AP)]
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            Russian chess grandmaster Vladimir Kramnik, right, concentrates during his game against U.S. grandmaster Lewon Aronjan during the Zurich Chess Challenge 2015 Round 3 in Zurich, Feb. 16, 2015. (Ennio Leanza/Keystone via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated photo released by Charlotte Chess Center shows Daniel Naroditsky playing chess at the computer. (Kelly Centrelli/Charlotte Chess Center via AP)]
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            This undated photo released by Charlotte Chess Center shows Daniel Naroditsky playing chess at the computer. (Kelly Centrelli/Charlotte Chess Center via AP)
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                                        Chess's international governing body said Wednesday it's considering disciplinary action against a Russian former world champion who persistently leveled unproven cheating allegations at Daniel Naroditsky in the year leading up to the American grandmaster's death.
The Charlotte Chess Center in North Carolina, where Naroditsky trained and worked as a coach, announced his death Monday. He was 29. The cause of death has not been made public.
Russian grandmaster Vladimir Kramnik, who held the world title for several years in the early 2000s, began accusing the California-born pro of cheating in online chess last October. He continued to share his suspicions on social media over the past year without providing substantial evidence. 
Naroditsky, who at 18 became a grandmaster, the highest title in chess aside from world chess champion, had denied the cheating allegations and accused Kramnik of trying to ruin his life.

    
Arkady Dvorkovich, president of the International Chess Federation, known by its French acronym FIDE, said Wednesday he has formally referred all relevant public statements made by Kramnik before and after Naroditsky's death to the body's Ethics and Disciplinary Commission for review. He promised the federation would take "appropriate action" in any case where public harassment or bullying is observed. 



    
        




    




The body requires substantial evidence to launch a cheating investigation and may sanction a player who makes unfounded accusations based on emotion or insufficient data, according to its anti-cheating laws. There were no documented reports of the federation investigating Naroditsky.

    
    > Stay up to date with the latest U.S. news by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


Kramnik responded Thursday with a statement calling the investigation "insulting and unfair," and accusing the federation of harassing him.
"I don't understand what words they are talking about," Kramnik said. "I did not say anything bad about him, and I demand to confirm these 'accusations' of FIDE of my unworthy words after his death with an actual quote."

    
The chess world reacts
The investigation comes as several grandmasters, including Hikaru Nakamura and Nihal Sarin, have called out Kramnik's conduct, saying the Russian pro had harassed Naroditsky and tried to destroy his reputation. 
Five-time world chess champion Magnus Carlsen called Kramnik's relentless pursuit of Naroditsky "appalling."
During his last livestream Saturday, Naroditsky told his massive online following that Kramnik's cheating claims had taken a toll on him. 
"Ever since the Kramnik stuff, I feel like if I start doing well, people assume the worst of intentions. The issue is just the lingering effect of it," Naroditsky said, adding that Kramnik used to be one of his "heroes."
A history of cheating claims
It's not the first time Kramnik has been accused of harassment. The popular internet chess server Chess.com shut down Kramnik's blog on the site in 2023, saying he had used it to spread baseless allegations about "many dozens of players."
The following year, Kramnik published a list of players on social media with the title "Cheating Tuesdays" that included Czech grandmaster David Navara. Navara later shared on his blog that Kramnik's public accusations had pushed him to consider suicide. Kramnik responded by accusing Navara of defamation.

    
In June, the federation responded to the players' public spat, saying the way Kramnik presents his arguments "brings a lot of harm to the chess community," and "could be ruinous for the careers and well-being of certain players." The group invited Kramnik to present the details of his approach and statistical data for official evaluation.
Kramnik's anti-cheating crusade exploded with the game's shift online during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Many elite players traded the physical chess board for a keyboard to continue playing through lockdown, creating a surge in popularity for streaming content and fast-paced online games in which Naroditsky excelled. 
Players of the cerebral sport are known to value respectful conduct over the board. But in the digital arena, a new level of toxicity has developed, with cheating allegations growing rampant and becoming much more difficult to prove. Players now have sophisticated computer schemes at their fingertips that could give them an unfair advantage, and new ways to profit off their success online.

    
Naroditsky's impact on the speed game
In blitz and bullet chess, where players have mere minutes to finish intense matches, experts say top talents often move with speed and precision on par with a computer. Naroditsky was among the world's top 25 blitz players and won the U.S. National Blitz Championship in August.
"In recent times, public debate within the chess world has too often moved beyond the boundaries of acceptable, harming not only people's reputation but their very well-being," Dvorkovich acknowledged Wednesday. "When this happens, discussions can turn into harassment, bullying, and personal attacks -- a particularly serious concern in today's environment."

    
Dvorkovich said the federation will establish a prize in Naroditsky's memory. 

Kramnik continued to post about Naroditsky on the day his death was announced, calling it a tragedy and speculating about the cause. Kramnik wrote on the social platform X that the death "should be investigated by police." He wrote Wednesday that he received threats after revealing "public information about the 'dark side' of modern chess."
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    US hits $38 trillion in debt, after the fastest accumulation of $1 trillion outside of the pandemic




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent speaks with reporters at the White House, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- In the midst of a federal government shutdown, the U.S. government's gross national debt surpassed $38 trillion Wednesday, a record number that highlights the accelerating accumulation of debt on America's balance sheet. 
It's also the fastest accumulation of a trillion dollars in debt outside of the COVID-19 pandemic -- the U.S. hit $37 trillion in gross national debt in August this year. 
The $38 trillion update is found in the latest Treasury Department report, which logs the nation's daily finances.
Kent Smetters of the University of Pennsylvania's Penn Wharton Budget Model, who served in President George W. Bush's Treasury Department, told The Associated Press that a growing debt load over time leads ultimately to higher inflation, eroding Americans' purchasing power. 
The Government Accountability Office outlines some of the impacts of rising government debt on Americans -- including higher borrowing costs for things like mortgages and cars, lower wages from businesses having less money available to invest, and more expensive goods and services.

    
"I think a lot of people want to know that their kids and grandkids are going to be in good, decent shape in the future -- that they will be able to afford a house," Smetters said. "That additional inflation compounds" and erodes consumers' purchasing power, he said, making it less possible for future generations to achieve home ownership goals. 



    
        




    




The Trump administration says its policies are helping to slow government spending and will shrink the nation's massive deficit. A new analysis by Treasury Department officials states that from April to September, the cumulative deficit totaled $468 billion. In a post on X Wednesday, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said that's the lowest reading since 2019.

    
    
    
"During his first eight months in office, President Trump has reduced the deficit by $350 billion compared to the same period in 2024 by cutting spending and boosting revenue," White House spokesman Kush Desai said in a statement, adding that the administration would pursue robust economic growth, lower inflation, tariff revenue, lower borrowing costs and cuts to waste, fraud and abuse. 

    
The Joint Economic Committee estimates that the total national debt has grown by $69,713.82 per second for the past year.
Michael Peterson, chair and CEO of the Peter G. Peterson Foundation, said in a statement that "reaching $38 trillion in debt during a government shutdown is the latest troubling sign that lawmakers are not meeting their basic fiscal duties."

"Along with increasing debt, you get higher interest costs, which are now the fastest growing part of the budget," Peterson added. "We spent $4 trillion on interest over the last decade, but will spend $14 trillion in the next ten years. Interest costs crowd out important public and private investments in our future, harming the economy for every American."
The U.S. hit $34 trillion in debt in January 2024, $35 trillion in July 2024 and $36 trillion in November 2024.
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    US strikes two more alleged drug-carrying boats, this time in the Pacific Ocean
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            The U.S. military launched its eighth strike against a vessel that it says was carrying drugs, killing two people in the waters of the eastern Pacific Ocean. It marks an expansion of the Trump administration's campaign against alleged drug trafficking in South America.
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            President Donald Trump says he doesn't feel bad ordering U.S. strikes against suspected drug vessels, saying he is "saving" lives.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth listen as Secretary of State Marco Rubio speaks during a meeting with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth listen as Secretary of State Marco Rubio speaks during a meeting with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump meets with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump meets with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth listens as President Donald Trump speaks before a lunch with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in the Cabinet Room of the White House, Friday, Oct. 17, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. military on Wednesday launched its ninth strike against an alleged drug-carrying vessel, killing three people in the eastern Pacific Ocean, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said, expanding the Trump administration's campaign against drug trafficking in South America.
It followed another strike Tuesday night, also in the eastern Pacific, that killed two people, Hegseth posted on social media hours earlier. The attacks were departures from the seven previous U.S. strikes that had targeted vessels in the Caribbean Sea. They bring the death toll to at least 37 from attacks that began last month.
The strikes represent an expansion of the military's targeting area as well as a shift to the waters off South America where much of the cocaine from the world's largest producers is smuggled. Hegseth's social media posts also drew a direct comparison between the war on terrorism that the U.S. declared after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks and the Trump administration's crackdown.

    
"Just as Al Qaeda waged war on our homeland, these cartels are waging war on our border and our people," Hegseth said, adding "there will be no refuge or forgiveness -- only justice."



    
        




    




Later Wednesday, he referred to the alleged drug-runners as "the 'Al Qaeda' of our hemisphere."

    
    
    
Republican President Donald Trump has justified the strikes by asserting that the United States is engaged in an "armed conflict" with drug cartels and proclaiming the criminal organizations unlawful combatants, relying on the same legal authority used by President George W. Bush's administration for the war on terrorism.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump meets with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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Trump says strikes on land could be next
Asked about the latest boat attack, Trump insisted that "we have legal authority. We're allowed to do that." He said similar strikes could eventually come on land.
"We will hit them very hard when they come in by land," Trump told reporters in the Oval Office. "We're totally prepared to do that. And we'll probably go back to Congress and explain exactly what we're doing when we come to the land."
Lawmakers from both political parties have expressed concerns about Trump ordering the military actions without receiving authorization from Congress or providing many details. 
Appearing alongside Trump, Secretary of State Marco Rubio defended such strikes, saying, "If people want to stop seeing drug boats blow up, stop sending drugs to the United States."

    
Trump said the strikes he is ordering are meant to save Americans and "the only way you can't feel bad about it ... is that you realize that every time you see that happen, you're saving 25,000 lives."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth listen as Secretary of State Marco Rubio speaks during a meeting with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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Targeting a boat in a thoroughfare for cocaine smuggling
In the first brief video Hegseth posted Wednesday, a small boat, half-filled with brown packages, is seen moving along the water. Several seconds into the video, the boat explodes and is seen floating motionless on the water in flames.
The second video shows another boat moving quickly before being struck by an explosion. Video apparently recorded after the explosion shows packages floating in the water.
The U.S. military has built up an unusually large force in the Caribbean Sea and the waters off the coast of Venezuela since this summer, raising speculation that Trump could try to topple Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro. Maduro faces charges of narcoterrorism in the U.S.
In his posts on the strikes, Trump has repeatedly argued that illegal narcotics and the drug fentanyl carried by the vessels have been poisoning Americans.
While the bulk of American overdose deaths are from fentanyl, the drug is transported by land from Mexico. Venezuela is a major drug transit zone, but the eastern Pacific Ocean, not the Caribbean, is the primary area for smuggling cocaine.
Colombia and Peru, countries with coastlines on the eastern Pacific, are the world's top cocaine producers. Wedged between them is Ecuador, whose world-class ports and myriad maritime shipping containers filled with bananas have become the perfect vehicle for drug traffickers to move their product.
The administration has sidestepped prosecuting any occupants of alleged drug-running vessels after returning two survivors of an earlier strike to their home countries of Ecuador and Colombia.

    
Ecuadorian officials later said they released the man who was returned because they had no evidence he committed a crime in their country.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth listens as President Donald Trump speaks before a lunch with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in the Cabinet Room of the White House, Friday, Oct. 17, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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Questions from Congress as strikes continue
Some Republican lawmakers have asked the White House for more clarification on its legal justification and specifics on how the strikes are conducted, while Democrats insist they are violations of U.S. and international law.
Sen. Richard Blumenthal, a Democratic member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, said he was alarmed and angry about a lack of information on the strikes.
"Expanding the geography simply expands the lawlessness and the recklessness in the use of the American military without seeming legal or practical justification," Blumenthal said.
He said the way to target trafficking would be stopping the boats and interrogating those aboard to find the source of the drugs, "not just destroy the smugglers who are likely to be at the bottom of the smuggling chain."
The Republican-controlled Senate recently voted down a Democratic-sponsored war powers resolution, mostly along party lines, that would have required the president to seek authorization from Congress before further military strikes.
Republican Sen. John Kennedy of Louisiana said he's met with Rubio.

"He has researched the legal ramifications carefully and he believes we're on solid ground in attacking these narcoterrorists," Kennedy said. "I trust his judgment."
___
Associated Press writers Will Weissert and Kevin Freking in Washington and Regina Garcia Cano in Caracas, Venezuela, contributed to this report.
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    After others departed, Pentagon announces 'new' press corps filled with conservative news outlets
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            Dozens of reporters turned in access badges and exited the Pentagon on Wednesday rather than agree to government-imposed restrictions on their work, pushing journalists who cover the American military further from the seat of its power.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of the Pentagon press corp carry their belongings out of the Pentagon after turning in their press credentials, Wednesday, Oct. 15, 2025 in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)]
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[image: MyPillow CEO Mike Lindell stands outside the White House, July 2, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            MyPillow CEO Mike Lindell stands outside the White House, July 2, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jim Hoft, publisher of the Gateway Pundit, listens as President Donald Trump speaks during the "Presidential Social Media Summit" in the East Room of the White House, July 11, 2019, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)]
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            By 
            DAVID BAUDER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Several conservative news outlets said Wednesday they had agreed to a new press policy rejected by virtually all legacy media organizations and will take their place in the Pentagon to cover Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and the U.S. military.
The new Pentagon press corps will include the Gateway Pundit, the National Pulse, Human Events, podcaster Tim Pool, the Just the News website founded by journalist John Solomon, Frontlines by Turning Point USA and LindellTV, run by "MyPillow" CEO Mike Lindell.
The Pentagon's announcement came less than a week after dozens of reporters from outlets like The New York Times, The Associated Press, CNN and the Washington Post turned in their access badges rather than agree to a policy the journalists say will restrict them to covering news approved by Hegseth.
Hegseth's spokesman, Sean Parnell, announced the "next generation" of the Pentagon press corps with more than 60 journalists who had agreed to the new policy. He said 26 journalists who had previously been part of the press corps were among the signees. The department wouldn't say who any of them were, but several outlets reposted his message on X saying they had signed on.
There isn't even unanimity among organizations that appeal to conservative consumers. Fox News Channel, by far the most popular news source for fans of President Donald Trump, was among the walkouts, as was Newsmax.

    
    
    
Accusations of 'self-righteous media'
In a post on X, Parnell denounced the "self-righteous media who chose to self-deport from the Pentagon."
"Americans have largely abandoned digesting their news through the lens of activists who masquerade as journalists in the mainstream media," Parnell wrote. "We look forward to beginning a fresh relationship with members of the new Pentagon press corps."
The journalists who left the Pentagon haven't stopped working covering the U.S. military. Many have been reporting aggressively, for example, on stories about strikes against boats in central America alleged to be part of the drug trade.

    
By not being in the Pentagon, "reporters will have to work harder, there's no question about it," said Barbara Starr, a longtime Pentagon reporter retired from CNN.
"But the real price is paid by the American people and the American military families," Starr said. "Military families who have their sons and daughters serving, they want to know everything and they want to know it fast."
Starr wondered about Hegseth: "What is he so afraid of?" New York Times columnist Maureen Dowd wrote a biting piece about the defense secretary over the weekend titled "Fraidy-Cat at the Pentagon." But Hegseth's boss, President Trump, has expressed support for the new media policy and Hegseth's aggressive moves mirror some of those made by the administration. The president has sued outlets like The New York Times and Wall Street Journal for their coverage of him.

    
New outlets must add staff
Some of the outlets that accepted Hegseth's rules will have to staff up for their new roles: Just the News, for example, posted an ad online seeking a Pentagon reporter.
The Gateway Pundit's White House correspondent, Jordan Conradson, posted on Wednesday that he was excited to join the Pentagon press corps "and help restore honest journalism after agreeing to follow basic rules ... something the legacy media refuses to do!"
Lindell, whose My Pillow ads once blanketed Fox News before he joined the political media, posted a statement that LindellTV was "proud to be part of a new generation of news organizations reshaping how real information reaches the public."
Some of the publications pronounce themselves conservative in their mission statements. The "about" page on the National Pulse features a picture of Trump.
___

David Bauder writes about the intersection of media and entertainment for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder and https://bsky.app/profile/dbauder.bsky.social
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    Bad Bunny's Super Bowl halftime show is not being reconsidered, NFL commissioner says




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Bad Bunny, center, watches play between the New York Yankees and the Toronto Blue Jays during the second inning of Game 3 of baseball's American League Division Series, Tuesday, Oct. 7, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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[image: NFL commissioner Roger Goodell speaks during a news conference at the NFL owners meetings, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            NFL commissioner Roger Goodell speaks during a news conference at the NFL owners meetings, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Benito Antonio Martinez Ocasio (aka Bad Bunny) attends the premiere of "Caught Stealing" at Regal Union Square on Tuesday, Aug. 26, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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            By 
            STEPHEN WHYNO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The NFL is not considering dropping Bad Bunny as its Super Bowl halftime headline performer, Commissioner Roger Goodell said Wednesday, reaffirming a decision to put the Grammy-winning Puerto Rican artist on the league's biggest stage that led to criticism from U.S. President Donald Trump and some of his supporters.
Goodell addressed the Bad Bunny controversy at his news conference following the annual fall owners meeting. It is the first time he has commented on the move announced in late September that garnered worldwide attention, including an increase in streams of Bad Bunny's music, along with backlash.
"It's carefully thought through," Goodell said. "I'm not sure we've ever selected an artist where we didn't have some blowback or criticism. It's pretty hard to do when you have literally hundreds of millions of people that are watching."

    
The 31-year-old born Benito Antonio Martinez Ocasio has been vocal in his opposition to Trump and his policies. He decided to do a 31-day residency in Puerto Rico, avoiding stops in the mainland U.S., citing concerns about the mass deportation of Latinos.



    
        




    




He performs in Spanish and is expected to do so at the Super Bowl.
"We're confident it's going to be a great show," Goodell said, acknowledging there could be more talent added to the lineup along with Bad Bunny. "He understands the platform that he's on, and I think it's going to be exciting and a united moment."

    
    
    
The San Francisco 49ers are hosting the Super Bowl on Feb. 8 at Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara, California. It is unclear if Trump plans to be there, though he has made appearing in person at major sporting events a significant part of his second term in the White House.
Trump in an interview on conservative news network Newsmax said he had "never heard of" Bad Bunny.
"I don't know who he is," Trump said. "I don't know why they're doing it. It's, like, crazy. And then they blame it on some promoter they hired to pick up entertainment. I think it's absolutely ridiculous."

    
Goodell defended the decision on Wednesday, explaining it was made because of Bad Bunny's immense popularity.
"He's one of the leading and most popular entertainers in the world," Goodell said. "That's what we try to achieve. It's an important stage for us. It's an important element to the entertainment value."
Banning the tush push has been tabled ... for now
Echoing what senior VP of football operations Troy Vincent said Tuesday, Goodell said there has not been much discussion about the tush push quarterback sneak since an effort to ban it narrowly failed to pass in the spring.
Vincent said the primary concern is how tough it is to officiate the maneuver that the Philadelphia Eagles have successfully executed so often. It was not on the formal agenda at this meeting, though owners did get an update on penalties and other football matters.
"It's something we will continue to monitor on all phases, just like we do every other aspect of the game," Goodell said. "We don't have any proposals to bring it back up. It wouldn't surprise me if something does evolve. But it's not something we're really focused on during the season."

    
More from Roger Goodell at the NFL owners meeting
Asked about replay reviews and the length of time they are taking, Goodell said game times are actually down through the first seven weeks compared to last season, despite a surge in kick returns after an adjustment was made to the so-called dynamic kickoff.
"That's quite remarkable when you add the number of kickoffs," Goodell said. "You're going to get more fouls. You're going to get different sets of fouls. You're going to have a little bit (more) length of the game."
Goodell said he had breakfast with interim Players Association executive director David White before one of the league's international games this season but expects any talk about a move to an 18-game regular season and other collective bargaining discussions to wait until the union chooses its long-term leader.
The current CBA runs through the 2031 league year. White told The Associated Press last month that an 18-game season was not inevitable.


    
"The negotiations will be a lot more than just simply the 18 and two (exhibition games)," Goodell said. "There are a lot of issues that we are going to raise and I'm certain that the players will raise, and that's what it should be. That's what collective bargaining is all about. They're going to need time to make sure that they're prepared, that they're ready for the negotiations (and) they have their priorities straight, and then we can begin negotiations."
Goodell said work is being done to choose sites for the Super Bowl to cap the 2028 and '29 seasons and expects an announcement on those next year.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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    Victor Wembanyama uses Cooper Flagg's debut as a reminder of why he was so hyped




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: San Antonio Spurs forward Victor Wembanyama, right, is defended by Dallas Mavericks forward Cooper Flagg (32) as forward Anthony Davis, second from left, looks on during the second half of an NBA basketball game in Dallas, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks forward Cooper Flagg reacts to a no-foul call during the second half of an NBA basketball game against the San Antonio Spurs in Dallas, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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[image: San Antonio Spurs forward Victor Wembanyama (1) drives against Dallas Mavericks forward Anthony Davis (3) during the first half of an NBA basketball game in Dallas, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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            SCHUYLER DIXON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Victor Wembanyama dunked on Cooper Flagg's debut.
And shot over it. And dribbled around it. And reminded everyone what was missing the last two months of the French star's second season.
Wembanyama wowed the Dallas crowd, and had a noisy San Antonio contingent chanting "M-V-P! M-V-P!" in a season opener, getting 40 points and 15 rebounds in the Spurs' 125-92 rout of the Dallas Mavericks on Wednesday night.
Flagg, the No. 1 overall pick, was the talk of the Dallas opener going in. Coming out, the talk was Wembanyama, who offered quite the reminder that he was the top overall choice just two years ago.
The 7-foot-4 sensation was playing in the regular season for the first time since deep vein thrombosis, a blood clot condition in his shoulder, required surgery and limited him to 46 games.
"I think we all knew he was going to be assertive," Spurs coach Mitch Johnson said. "He's been out eight months. He's been waiting for this probably longer and more thorough than anybody else. You saw him take the moment and play spectacular."

    
Flagg scored for the Spurs before he scored for himself, getting called for goaltending in the second quarter. His first bucket finally came on the first possession of the second half as the 18-year-old former Duke star finished with 10 points and 10 rebounds.



    
        




    




Flagg is the second-youngest player to start in his debut, two days older than LeBron James was 22 years ago.

    
    
    
"He's still a rookie," said 13-year veteran Anthony Davis, who opened his first full season with the Mavericks after coming from the Los Angeles Lakers in the Luka Doncic trade in February. "I'm not sure he's a social media guy or not. But everything was No. 1 pick Cooper Flagg and Wemby matchup. So you're hearing it. I'm not sure if it got to him, but it's first-game jitters when it's time for the real thing."
Flagg didn't even attempt a shot in the last 22 minutes of the first half after putting up a pair in the opening two minutes, including a near-dunk on a fast break alley-oop from Davis. The ball started to go down but came back out.

    
He hit a jumper from the free throw line for his first points, and hit a tough fadeaway for his second bucket. Flagg was 4 of 13 from the field and had three turnovers.
"I was excited, but I'm excited to go on," Flagg said. "Obviously, it hurts, the first loss being like that. Try to look forward to the next one, turn the page and get ready. We know we've got a lot better than that. Staying positive and staying ready."
Wembanyama was downright dominant.
The 2024 Rookie of the Year keyed a 13-0 run late in the first half when he pump-faked out of a double team and was fouled by Davis on his way to a reverse dunk. At that point, he already had a flying one-handed jam and a reverse slam on an alley-oop.
Wembanyama had seven of San Antonio's 12 dunks as the Spurs outscored the Mavericks 68-26 in the paint and outshot Dallas 58%-37%. Wembanyama was 15 of 21 from the field and had three blocks.
"We needed to make a statement in the locker room. I feel like I needed to make a statement to my teammates," Wembanyama said. "It's also just the beginning because there's so much more I want to add to my game. Some things take time and maturity."

    
Wembanyama repeatedly went right at Davis, a five-time All-Defensive Team member. After the dunk late in the second quarter, he hit a jumper while drawing Davis' fourth foul. In the second half, he dribbled at and around him for a left-handed slam.
Davis was brought to Dallas for defense in a deal that cost the Mavericks a generational offensive star in his prime in Doncic. 
Wembanyama's act was an eye-opener for Flagg, but not something he wasn't expecting.
"He's incredible," Flagg said. "He's a different player. You can't know what it's like until you're on the court with him. It's something I've never seen before. He was great tonight, but we've to do a better job of trying to take away some of his looks. You can't foul him as much as we did." 
The 6-9 Flagg was technically the starting point guard as the Mavericks await the return of Kyrie Irving, which is likely months away as he recovers from a torn ACL. Reigning Rookie of the Year Stephon Castle's defense had plenty to do with a difficult debut.

"I thought he played well," Dallas coach Jason Kidd said. "The stat line is not going to stay that, but no one in this room is sitting in his shoes. I think as a rookie, he did fine. And he's going to learn from this game. We all will."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
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    Giants name Tennessee's Vitello manager, gambling on a college coach with no professional experience




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Tennessee head coach Tony Vitello, left, talks with pitcher Kirby Connell before an NCAA college baseball super regional game against Notre Dame, June 11, 2022, in Knoxville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Randy Sartin, File)]
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[image: Tennessee coach Tony Vitello, center, hoists the championship trophy following his team's 6-5 victory against Texas A&M in Game 3 of the NCAA College World Series baseball finals in Omaha, Neb., June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca S. Gratz, File)]
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[image: Tennessee coach Tony Vitello, left, cheers on his players in the fifth inning of an NCAA college baseball tournament super regional game against Southern Mississippi, Sunday, June 11, 2023, in Hattiesburg, Miss. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)]
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[image: Tennessee head coach Tony Vitello walks on the field before an NCAA College World Series baseball game against Florida State on Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Omaha, Neb. (AP Photo/Mike Buscher, File)]
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            By 
            JANIE McCAULEY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- The San Francisco Giants hired University of Tennessee coach Tony Vitello as their manager on Wednesday for his first job in professional baseball.
San Francisco president of baseball operations Buster Posey made an unprecedented gamble on a coach with no previous experience in the pros. The 47-year-old Vitello will make the jump after spending his entire career in the college ranks.
"Tony is one of the brightest, most innovative and most respected coaches in college baseball today," Posey said. "Throughout our search, Tony's leadership, competitiveness and commitment to developing players stood out."
Posey said the Giants look forward to the energy and direction Vitello brings, given that his passion for baseball aligns with the club's values.
"I'm incredibly honored and grateful for this opportunity," Vitello said in the Giants' announcement. "I'm excited to lead this group of players and represent the San Francisco Giants. I can't wait to get started and work to establish a culture that makes Giants' faithful proud." 

    
Vitello guided the Volunteers to regular success in the Southeastern Conference since being hired in June 2017. That included leading the program to its first NCAA title last year to go with six regional appearances, five NCAA super regional berths and three College World Series trips.



    
        




    




He has had 10 players from Tennessee selected in the first round and 52 Vols overall in MLB's amateur draft. Among those is Giants outfielder Drew Gilbert.

    
    
    
Seeking a new voice and direction after the Giants missed the playoffs for a fourth straight year, Posey said he wouldn't rule out anyone in his search for a leader with what he called an "obsessive" work ethic and attention to detail.
Posey had also considered his former backup catcher Nick Hundley, who has been working as a special assistant to Texas Rangers general manager Chris Young.

    
Instead, Posey is taking a route once tapped by the NFL's Dallas Cowboys with Miami Hurricanes coach Jimmy Johnson in 1989. That worked out with Johnson winning two Super Bowl championships in 1992 and 1993 during a Hall of Fame career.
Posey is striving for stability at manager after so much turnover for the franchise in recent years, including Posey taking over as president of baseball operations last fall when Farhan Zaidi was fired.
The Giants dismissed manager Bob Melvin after two years, and Posey quickly ruled out longtime Giants skipper Bruce Bochy as an option to replace him once Bochy parted ways with Texas following a three-year managerial stint.
San Francisco finished 81-81 for one more victory than in Melvin's first year. They haven't reached the postseason since winning the NL West with a franchise-record 107 victories to edge the rival Dodgers by one game in 2021 under skipper Gabe Kapler.
Longtime executive Harry Dalton thought the jump to MLB manager would be too big at once, so he hired Arizona State coach Bobby Winkles as a coach on the Angels' staff for the 1972 season under Del Rice. Winkles then replaced Rice as manager in 1973.

    
Two Hall of Famers who managed in the big leagues were college coaches.
Hughie Jennings was player-coach at St. Bonaventure from 1894-97, then managed the Detroit Tigers from 1907-20 and the Giants in 1924-25.
Casey Stengel coached the University of Mississippi in 1914 before being hired for his first big league managing job with the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1934.
In Vitello, the Giants will have a colorful and brash manager.
The NCAA suspended Vitello twice during his Tennessee tenure, first for spending too much time arguing a call in 2018. During that two-game suspension, he raised money for charity with a pizza and lemonade stand while the Vols played.
Chest-bumping an umpire in 2022 led to a four-game suspension, and Vitello spent that time working with a Tennessee fraternity offering a chest bump to anyone donating $2 to the Wounded Warriors Project.
Vitello is no stranger to Northern California. In 2002, he was associate head coach of the Salinas Packers in the California Collegiate League. The team went 50-14 and reached the National Baseball Congress World Series in Wichita, Kansas.

    
He played three seasons at Missouri as an infielder and began his coaching career there before stints with TCU and Arkansas, the latter as hitting coach.
A native of St. Louis, Vitello went 341-131 at Tennessee. In his second season in 2019, he led the Vols to their first NCAA berth since 2005. Vitello then led the Vols to their first national title in baseball, winning the 2024 College World Series.
Tennessee has reached the College World Series three times with Vitello. He has two SEC regular-season titles and a pair of SEC Tournament titles, the last in 2024. Tennessee is finishing up an expansion and renovation of its baseball stadium to meet interest in the program.

    
Vitello was earning $3 million a year and signed a five-year extension in 2024 that includes a $3 million buyout.
Tennessee athletic director Danny White congratulated Vitello on the job and said university officials were focused on players and the coaching staff in an "evolving process" while they finalize the next steps to replace him.

"We are committed to continuously investing in the program at a championship level across all areas," White said. "Furthermore, the upcoming $109 million renovation of Lindsey Nelson Stadium will transform it into one of the premier baseball venues."
___
AP Baseball Writer Ronald Blum and AP Sports Writer Teresa M. Walker contributed to this report. 
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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    A new Harry Potter, Hermione Granger and Ron Weasley want to tell you a story
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            The Associated Press visited the recording studio for a "Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone" session in the summer, as young actors Frankie Treadaway, Max Lester and Arabella Stanton recorded their parts for a new Audible series. (Oct. 23)
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            Young actors Frankie Treadaway, Arabella Stanton and Max Lester are portraying Harry Potter, Hermione Granger and Ron Weasley in a new Audible series of the boy wizard's adventures. (Oct. 23)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Max Lester, from left, Arabella Stanton and Frankie Treadaway pose for a portrait to promote the Audible "Harry Potter" series in London on July 20, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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            Max Lester, from left, Arabella Stanton and Frankie Treadaway pose for a portrait to promote the Audible "Harry Potter" series in London on July 20, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of images shows cover art for the Audible Harry Potter series, top row from left, "Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone," "Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets," "Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban," bottom row from left, "Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire," "Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix," "Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince," and "Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows." (Audible.com)]
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            This combination of images shows cover art for the Audible Harry Potter series, top row from left, "Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone," "Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets," "Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban," bottom row from left, "Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire," "Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix," "Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince," and "Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows." (Audible.com)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of photos shows, from left, Arabella Stanton, Frankie Treadaway and Max Lester who voice the lead characters, Hermione Granger, Harry Potter, and Ron Weasley, respectively, for the Audible "Harry Potter" series. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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            This combination of photos shows, from left, Arabella Stanton, Frankie Treadaway and Max Lester who voice the lead characters, Hermione Granger, Harry Potter, and Ron Weasley, respectively, for the Audible "Harry Potter" series. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of images shows actors lending their voices to the Audible Harry Potter series, top row from left, Riz Ahmed, as Professor Snape, Michelle Gomez, as Professor McGonagall, Cush Jumbo as the narrator, bottom row from left, Keira Knightley, as Dolores Umbridge, Hugh Laurie, as Albus Dumbledore, and Matthew Macfadyen, as Voldemort. (AP Photo)]
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            This combination of images shows actors lending their voices to the Audible Harry Potter series, top row from left, Riz Ahmed, as Professor Snape, Michelle Gomez, as Professor McGonagall, Cush Jumbo as the narrator, bottom row from left, Keira Knightley, as Dolores Umbridge, Hugh Laurie, as Albus Dumbledore, and Matthew Macfadyen, as Voldemort. (AP Photo)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Arabella Stanton poses for portrait photographs to promote the Audible "Harry Potter" Series on Sunday, July 20, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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            Arabella Stanton poses for portrait photographs to promote the Audible "Harry Potter" Series on Sunday, July 20, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- If you listen carefully, you can hear the noise of chocolate frogs flying through the air on the Hogwarts Express.
Hermione Granger gasps with delight as Ron Weasley catches the sweet treat thrown his way by Harry Potter, as all three travel home after an eventful first year at the wizarding school.
This isn't the now-vintage, Daniel Radcliffe-era movies, it's not the "Cursed Child" play and neither is it the forthcoming HBO TV series. What you're hearing is a brand-new cast in a new Audible recording of J.K. Rowling's seven books.
The legacy of Harry Potter might have been clouded by headlines surrounding Rowling's comments on gender and opposition to trans rights, but it hasn't stopped production on new projects set in the wizarding universe. The Associated Press visited the London recording studio for a "Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone" session in the summer, as young actors Frankie Treadaway, Max Lester and Arabella Stanton lay down walla -- background noise that's used to bring the stories to life. The young trio voice Harry, Ron and Hermione in the first three audiobook adaptations, before an older cast takes over.

    
Instead of listening to someone like Jim Dale or Stephen Fry telling the whole story alone, this new audio production -- the first book releases Nov. 4 -- has a full, high-wattage cast. While Cush Jumbo narrates, Hugh Laurie is Albus Dumbledore, Riz Ahmed portrays Professor Snape and Michelle Gomez brings Professor McGonagall's Scottish lilt to life. Matthew Macfadyen voices Voldemort, and Keira Knightley appears later in the series as Dolores Umbridge. 


But it's Stanton who is pulling double duty in the Potterverse: The 11-year-old is also starring as the studious and brave Hermione Granger in the HBO show.

    
    
    
"I can't say much, because they've cast a Mimblewimble tongue-tying spell on me," Stanton apologizes. "But I've just started filming, and it's great at the moment."
AP sat down with Treadaway, 14, Lester, 13, and Stanton to find out the snacks required to keep them going, their introductions to the wizarding world and how they feel about acting. The conversation has been edited for clarity and brevity.

    
AP: What were the auditions like?
TREADAWAY (Harry): You really got like, a taste of what it was going to be like, also in the studio and even the scenes.
AP: Had you done anything like this before?
LESTER (Ron): I did some audio before, yeah, but I mean nothing as professional as this is.
AP: How does this compare to your stage work?
STANTON (Hermione): It's just very, very different, but I suppose the similar thing is that, because you want to make your voice come alive, I think you ... sort of act as you're saying the lines to give the words some color. 
AP: How's the recording going so far?
LESTER: Lovely people, great food and great experience.
AP: What's your favorite food when you're working?
TREADAWAY: The snack cupboard and the chocolate fridge.
LESTER: The chocolate fridge is dedicated to chocolate.
STANTON: It's filled with snacks.
TREADAWAY: They have to restock every time I go.
AP: Can you remember the first time you ever heard about Harry Potter?
TREADAWAY: I think it might have been when my sister was watching the movies chronologically and then for some reason I only decided to tag along for the last one.

    
AP: Did you go back to the beginning?
TREADAWAY: I don't think I did, because I was like, "Oh, I can't watch this, this is a 12 (rating)," so I had to wait till I was 12 to watch them.
STANTON:  My friends had started all reading all the books and everything and they were like, "Oh have you heard Harry Potter this, Harry Potter that?" And so I was like, right I'm going to start reading the books. So I think when I was 8 I started reading the first one. Sort of just worked my way through them and yeah it was great, I've loved Harry Potter. I love it.
LESTER: I saw this book in Waterstones and everyone said that it was quite popular. It was like one of the bestsellers. So my mum bought it for me and I read the book and it was just great.
AP: So what do your friends and family think about you voicing these characters? Have you been able to tell them?
LESTER: I haven't really told many of them, not really.
TREADAWAY: I think those who know will never truly know actually what it's about until they listen to it.
STANTON: I think I've told quite close family, sort of keeping it in a bubble. But they'll never really understand because so much effort -- I mean, the teams, all the amazing people behind it, they put in so much effort to make the audio series incredible.

    
AP: Have you got a favorite part of the stories?
TREADAWAY: I can't wait to hear how the battle scenes work because of all the SFX and all the sounds and all of the grunts and oohs and ahs and all that because I think that will sound really cinematic. ... It was very weird because I would stand there for a minute just grunting and I would feel so stupid.
STANTON: I can't wait to hear all the spells because I think Hermione generally just says so many spells and I can't wait to hear the sounds of people casting them, I just love spells. 
LESTER: My favorite part that I'm looking forward to is just literally just to hear it all come together and for everyone to talk to each other because I feel like that's going to be amazing.

    
AP: Are you like your characters in any way?
TREADAWAY: That's how I found it quite easy to just step into the character because I think I relate to them and I'm sure you guys do as well. ... I'm not like the biggest ego ever. ... Sometimes you're the smaller person in the room and you just sometimes just mingle. I feel like I relate to Harry in that way.
AP: How about you and Hermione?
STANTON: I love books. I love writing, I love reading, I love doing all that kind of stuff. I mean, I like school, but I don't love school. And I think ... books is the main connection between Hermione and I.
AP: How are you like Ron?
LESTER: I think we both relate to each other because we're quite cheeky and we love food. We love food! ... In moments, we're both serious and we're also not afraid to stand up for the people that we love or stand up for our friends because we always do the thing that's right, and that's kind of what I relate to, because I go into the deeper side of Ron, and not just the eating food and being cheeky.
AP: What's your favorite kind of magical element?
LESTER: My favorite kind of magical element is the spells. I think they're just really cool. Like "stupefy" (the stunning spell) -- I think that's very, very cool.
STANTON: One of the main props that Hermione uses is the Time Turner. I love all the magical objects like the Invisibility Cloak, the Time Turner, all those things because ... (they're) things you wouldn't be able to use in real life, but in the magic world, it transports you into a completely different world.
TREADAWAY: The Polyjuice Potion, because when you record that, it's like, you have to really hone in on the actual sound of turning into someone else, and that was one of my favorite magic parts of it.
AP: Are you aware of how much love there is for Harry Potter?
TREADAWAY: I guess that's sort of why you have a bit of pride in yourself knowing that such a big name and characters, you get to associate yourself with them. If you know what I mean, it gives you a little feeling inside your heart.
AP: What does it mean for you to be representing Ron?
LESTER: It makes me proud, honestly, to be representing such a great and funny character, but then also, I don't know, it just makes me ... feel a part of this community.
AP: And how about you, representing Hermione?
STANTON: I've dreamt of that since a really young age, and I've always looked up to all of the people who played Hermione, like Emma Watson and all those people.
AP: Are you aware how huge it is around the world?
TREADAWAY: I don't think we'll really feel that until it comes out, I guess, because that just makes it more unreal.
LESTER: It's so popular around the world, which makes it more unreal that so many people are going to be interested in this and we don't even realize it, yeah, we can't even process this.
AP: So is acting the way forward for you now? Would you like to continue doing this?
TREADAWAY: Yeah, definitely -- I mean on this, it never really felt like pushing yourself to do something, it wasn't work, it felt like an enjoyable experience and you've got something to see at the end of it.
STANTON: I'd love to act, yeah, definitely. And I think, like Frankie said, I mean, just being part of the audio series is incredible. And yeah, can't wait to do more.

LESTER: I think it is for me because I always say it's not work if you do something that you love and, honestly, I love acting so much. It makes me feel happy and it makes me feel like my true self and ... I think it is the way forward just to keep going and do a lot of jobs, hopefully.
AP: And you're all bonded now aren't you?
ALL: Yeah.
LESTER: The proper trio. 
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                    Entertainment

    Movie Review: 'Bugonia' is a darkly comic gut punch




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image released by Focus Features shows Emma Stone, from left, Aidan Delbis, and Jesse Plemons in a scene from "Bugonia." (Atsushi Nishijima/Focus Features via AP)]
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            This image released by Focus Features shows Emma Stone, from left, Aidan Delbis, and Jesse Plemons in a scene from "Bugonia." (Atsushi Nishijima/Focus Features via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Focus Features shows Emma Stone in a scene from "Bugonia." (Atsushi Nishijima/Focus Features via AP)]
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            This image released by Focus Features shows Emma Stone in a scene from "Bugonia." (Atsushi Nishijima/Focus Features via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Focus Features shows Aidan Delbis, left, and Jesse Plemons in a scene from "Bugonia." (Atsushi Nishijima/Focus Features via AP)]
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            This image released by Focus Features shows Aidan Delbis, left, and Jesse Plemons in a scene from "Bugonia." (Atsushi Nishijima/Focus Features via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Focus Features shows Emma Stone in a scene from "Bugonia." (Atsushi Nishijima/Focus Features via AP)]
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            This image released by Focus Features shows Emma Stone in a scene from "Bugonia." (Atsushi Nishijima/Focus Features via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Focus Features shows Jesse Plemons in a scene from "Bugonia." (Atsushi Nishijima/Focus Features via AP)]
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            This image released by Focus Features shows Jesse Plemons in a scene from "Bugonia." (Atsushi Nishijima/Focus Features via AP)
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            JAKE COYLE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        The twisted filmography of Yorgos Lanthimos has by now trained us to expect darkly comic visions of contemporary life, both savage and mundane. His movies have perhaps inspired the most "What?!" reactions of the last decade, partly because they've tried so hard to do so.
His movies -- farces, fables, experiments -- reside in surreal worlds of their own. But his latest, "Bugonia," is thrillingly, if tragically, tied to our reality. It might even be his best film. Though I've been apprehensive about the flamboyant severity of Lanthimos' movies, I found "Bugonia," a chamber-piece gut punch, hard to shake. For starters, it's difficult to resist any movie with a line in it like: "There's Andromedan code all over your Instagram."
That's one of the things that Teddy (Jesse Plemons), an incel eco-terrorist, says to Michelle (Emma Stone) after kidnapping her with his neurodivergent cousin Donny (newcomer Aidan Delbis) and tying her up in their basement. Teddy and Donny live together in fairly remote, rundown old house. There, Teddy tends to both his bees and to unhinged conspiracy theories.

    
But as Plemons so deftly plays him, Teddy doesn't seem like a lunatic. He might reach wildly insane conclusions, such as that Michelle, a pharmaceutical company chief executive, is an alien. But he's thoughtful in nature and sweetly cares for his cousin. It's a feat of Plemons' innate good nature that we kind of like Teddy, even as he shaves Michelle's head, to prevent "it," as he calls her, from contacting the mothership.



    
        




    




The opening moments of the script by Will Tracy ("The Menu," episodes of "Succession") cast these demented shenanigans in an apocalyptic light. The fate of bees is much on Teddy's mind; colony collapse disorder, often caused by pesticides, is one of his talking points. It's a phenomenon that, in "Bugonia" -- a movie reckoning with, or maybe just lamenting, humanity's fate -- isn't just for the bees.

    
    
    
While Stone's abilities alone might legitimize extraterrestrial suspicions, there's more to why Teddy has pinpointed Michelle. She's a lauded corporate leader; her office includes a framed Time magazine with her on the cover and a photograph with Michelle Obama. Her company, Auxolith, operates out of a sleek office building where Michelle presides over her workforce like a queen bee. She has the corporate lingo of "transparency" and "diversity" down pat, but whether she actually adheres to any of those ideals is dubious, at best. Before Teddy and Donny jump her, she announces a "new era" at Auxolith where employees leave at 5:30 p.m. But not if they haven't met their quota, she adds. And not if they're, you know, busy.

    
In that way, Michelle is a camera-ready cover for whatever Auxolith is up to, which, as the movie goes along, teases out a poisonous history, including opioid manufacturing that affected Teddy's mother (Alicia Silverstone).
The bulk of "Bugonia" is the ideological dialogue between her and Teddy back in the basement. It's a conversation, laced with contemporary divides, that is comical for its impossibility. One is addled by paranoia and extremism, the other knows only heartless corporate speak. Understanding each other is futile. Watching Stone, as Michelle, attempt to reason with Teddy is part of the movie's dark fun, just as is seeing Plemons' Teddy resolutely stick to his certainty that Michelle is part of an alien infiltration of Earth that he wants gone by the next lunar eclipse.

    
The source of such a wild narrative can only come, of course, from South Korea. "Bugonia" is loosely based on the 2003 Korean film "Save the Green Planet!" All of Lanthimos' most notable films before have been written with either Efthimis Filippou ("Dogtooth," "The Lobster") or Tony McNamara ("Poor Things," "The Favourite"). But, otherwise, "Bugonia" has the feel of a quick follow-up to last year's "Kinds of Kindness," a black-comedy triptych also led by Stone and Plemons.
Yet what could easily be mistaken for a tossed-off, in-between movie -- there are only a handful of characters and a few scene locations -- ends up feeling like a culmination-slash-nadir for Lanthimos. Having made a dozen films darkly satirizing the sad, primal folly of humankind, it's comeuppance time in "Bugonia."

    
The movie drags in the middle, when it's locked in a prisoner drama that grows a little tiresome and predictable. But the payoff is immense. Teddy calls his torture chamber "the headquarters of the human resistance." By the time "Bugonia" reaches its unforgettable finale, it's made chillingly clear just how feeble any such movement might be, and the movie's apocalyptic air of resignation, of fait accompli, sounds a chastening death knell. 

"Bugonia," a Focus Features release, is rated R by the Motion Picture Association for bloody violent content including a suicide, grisly images and language. Running time: 118 minutes. Three and a half stars out of four.
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    The men of 'Regretting You' on Colleen Hoover, romantic movies and shirtless scenes
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            Dave Franco, Mason Thames and Scott Eastwood, co-stars of the new film "Regretting You," a Colleen Hoover adaptation, chat about shirtless scenes and watching Eastwood's Taylor Swift music video on set. (Oct. 22)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Allison Williams, left, and Dave Franco, cast members in "Regretting You," pose together for a photo at the premiere of the film on Monday, Oct. 20, 2025, at Paramount Theater in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Mason Thames, right, and McKenna Grace in a scene from "Regretting You." (Jessica Miglio/Paramount Pictures via AP)]
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[image: Dave Franco, a cast member in "Regretting You," poses for a photo at the premiere of the film on Monday, Oct. 20, 2025, at Paramount Theater in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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            Dave Franco, a cast member in "Regretting You," poses for a photo at the premiere of the film on Monday, Oct. 20, 2025, at Paramount Theater in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mason Thames, a cast member in "Regretting You," poses for a photo at the premiere of the film on Monday, Oct. 20, 2025, at Paramount Theater in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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            Mason Thames, a cast member in "Regretting You," poses for a photo at the premiere of the film on Monday, Oct. 20, 2025, at Paramount Theater in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Scott Eastwood, a cast member in "Regretting You," arrives at the premiere of the film on Monday, Oct. 20, 2025, at Paramount Theater in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            Scott Eastwood, a cast member in "Regretting You," arrives at the premiere of the film on Monday, Oct. 20, 2025, at Paramount Theater in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            LINDSEY BAHR

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        The plot of the new Colleen Hoover adaptation "Regretting You" is a little wild. There's romance, an affair, unrequited love, death and even a baby with questionable paternity.
Dave Franco, whose character has long pined for Allison Williams' character but ends up having a child with her sister who is having an affair with her brother-in-law, said someone recently exclaimed to him, "What in the Maury Povich was that?"
Tabloid talk show fodder though they might be, Hoover's novels have hit a nerve with audiences and Hollywood. "It Ends With Us" made over $350 million worldwide against a $25 million budget and "Regretting You," in theaters Friday, is one of several big-screen adaptations in the works. 
"I think Colleen Hoover is incredible when it comes to dealing with these messy family dynamics that feel relatable," Franco said. "I think anyone who sees this film can attach themselves to at least one of the characters. It's juicy, it's dramatic."

    
Scott Eastwood plays Franco's best friend and Williams' husband (the one having an affair with his sister-in-law). Mason Thames plays the high schooler who starts dating Eastwood and Williams' teenage daughter, played by Mckenna Grace, after her dad and aunt die in a car crash. Complicated does not even scratch the surface. 
The Associated Press gathered the men behind the drama, Franco, Eastwood and Thames, for freewheeling chat about the film, romantic touchstones, shirtless scenes and Eastwood's Taylor Swift music video. Remarks have been edited for clarity and brevity.

    
    
    
AP: Scott seems to have the most romantic credits to his name, even a Taylor Swift music video.
FRANCO: Scott, I don't know if you know this, did anyone tell you that we all watched the "Wildest Dreams" video on set?
EASTWOOD: No.
THAMES: I remember that! We all did.
FRANCO: Mckenna didn't realize that you were the guy. Like this is a video dear to her heart, and she put it together in the moment: Scott's the guy from the "Wildest Dreams" video. She immediately called her mom. She goes "Scott's the guy." And we hear her mom through the phone go, "No!" You have a place in a lot of people's hearts with that video.

    
EASTWOOD: I'd never met Taylor Swift before. She called me out of the blue. She said, "Hey this is Taylor." I'm, like, Taylor who? 
THAMES: I told Scott this the first day I met him, that I thought, before I knew him, from years in advance: best-looking man I've ever seen.
FRANCO: And what was Scott's reaction?
EASTWOOD: I'm so sorry, this is your interview.
AP: Romantic dramas, movies that make you cry, seem to be the kind of films that stick with people, like the outpouring of love for "The Way We Were" when Robert Redford died. What are those movies for you?
EASTWOOD: It's "The Notebook."
THAMES: "Spider-Man 2."
EASTWOOD: Didn't see that one coming.
FRANCO: I'll go with "Stand By Me." Classic, timeless, gives you a little bit of everything. You got the drama, you got the laughter, you've got the tears. What about "Jerry Maguire"?
EASTWOOD: That's a tear, like not a cry.
FRANCO: I'm letting those tears fall, Scott. I think our director, Josh Boone, his guiding lights might have been Cameron Crowe: "Jerry Maguire," "Almost Famous," "Say Anything." Those movies that have a little bit of everything and just feel timeless.

    
AP: Were there any touchstones you used for your characters? Iconic romantic leads?
THAMES: "The Notebook" was mine. Me and Mckenna watched "The Notebook" and "10 Things I Hate About You" and also "The Fault in Our Stars."
FRANCO: In "Regretting You," you guys have that really strong passionate pull to each other. It's almost Romeo and Juliet.
THAMES: That's kind of what we wanted. That's what's so special that we haven't seen in so long from movies like this, is kind of the magic and the passion between two love interests.
FRANCO: Scott, who were your reference characters?
EASTWOOD: Mostly all of my romantic movies.
FRANCO: Name them! Name them!
EASTWOOD: Guys, this is a long list.
FRANCO: I used the show "Normal People," just because those characters go through this journey over the years and they have these peaks and valleys and there's this really strong history between them. Also those actors are just very subtle, very real, very vulnerable.
AP: Mason's character in particular seems like a healthy role model for teenagers dating.
THAMES: At the end of the day, he's just a dude. I think this is the character that I've played that most resembles me.
FRANCO: I'm going to give him a compliment. When you look back at like James Dean and Montgomery Clift, they were these actors who obviously were very strong and powerful and had a great presence, but they were super vulnerable and just not afraid to show that kind of sensitive side. I think Mason has that in spades.
THAMES: I paid him a lot to say that.

    
AP: There's a bit of voyeurism involved being in something like a Colleen Hoover adaptation. What's your comfort level with being seen as a kind of heartthrob?
FRANCO: Scott should kick this off.

EASTWOOD: It's a two. But the scale is one to three. So it's in the middle. I don't pay attention to that stuff. I just think we made a cool movie. That's all we can really do. Try to pay tribute to the books.
FRANCO: Scott is shirtless in this movie for a little bit.
EASTWOOD: That's a lie!
FRANCO: That's NOT a lie.
EASTWOOD: When am I shirtless in the movie?
FRANCO: On the beach!
EASTWOOD: Oh that's right.
THAMES: That's why you should go see "Regretting You." I'm also shirtless. He's also shirtless.

    
FRANCO: No, they cut my shirtless scene.
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    Where the jewels stolen from the Louvre Museum might end up
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            Finding the jewels and the brazen thieves in the Louvre heist is now a race against time. So, what could happen to the stolen jewels?

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided Thursday Oct. 23, 2025 by Interpol and taken from its website shows the jewels stolen in the Louvre museum on Sunday Oct.19, 2025 in Paris. (Interpol via AP)]
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[image: A wedding couple hugs as visitors queue to enter the Louvre museum three days after historic jewels were stolen in a daring daylight heist, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025 in Paris. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            A wedding couple hugs as visitors queue to enter the Louvre museum three days after historic jewels were stolen in a daring daylight heist, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025 in Paris. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Visitors walk in the lobby of the Louvre museum three days after historic jewels were stolen in a daring daylight heist, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025 in Paris. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Just days after a stunning heist at the Louvre Museum in Paris, speculation is growing around where the lavish, stolen jewels that once adorned France's royals might end up.
A handful of experts warn that the artifacts valued at more than $100 million (88 million euros) could soon -- if not already -- be melted or broken into parts. If done successfully, some say those smaller pieces could later go up for sale as part of a new necklace, earrings or other jewelry, without turning too many heads.
"You don't even have to put them on a black market, you just put them in a jewelry store," said Erin Thompson, an art crime professor at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice in New York. "It could be sold down the street from the Louvre."
Thompson and others say that this has become increasingly common with stolen jeweled and metal goods, noting that it's a way thieves can try to cover their tracks and make money. It's not like someone could publicly wear one of France's Crown Jewels stolen on Sunday -- and finding a market to sell the full artifacts would be incredibly difficult after "everyone and their sister" has seen photos of them over the last week, said Christopher Marinello, a lawyer and founder of Art Recovery International.

    
    
    
The jewels may be hard to monetize
"By breaking them apart, they will hide their theft," Marinello said, adding that these items could become even more "traceless" if they're taken out of France and through jewel cutters and robust supply chains in other countries.
Still, such pieces are often sold for a fraction of the value of what was stolen -- due to their smaller size, but also because melting or breaking down high-profile items removes the historical worth. 
It isn't a simple process.
"The real art in an art heist isn't the stealing, it's the selling," explained Robert Wittman, former senior investigator of the Federal Bureau of Investigation's art crime team. Wittman, who has since formed his own private practice, said that the individuals behind such heists are typically "better criminals or thieves than they are businessmen."

    
Unlike others, Wittman is skeptical about Sunday's thieves successfully monetizing the artifacts they stole from the Louvre -- which include an emerald necklace and earrings, two crowns, two brooches, a sapphire necklace and a single earring worn by 19th-century royals. He notes the gems may still be identifiable by their clarity, for example, and gold that was refined when the pieces were made hundreds of years ago is not as pure as what's typically in demand today.
"Because of what they are, there's really no point destroying them," Wittman said, while pointing to the risks of selling such high-profile stolen goods.
Scott Guginsky, executive vice president of the Jewelers' Security Alliance, a nonprofit trade association focused on preventing jewelry crime, also notes the age and quality of the artifacts' diamonds. He suspects they're probably not graded.
"It's not something that you can move on the open market. It's nothing that can go through an auction house," said Guginsky, who used to run the New York Police Department's organized theft squad. 

    
Given the amount of preparation that the thieves likely put into this, Guginsky believes they have a plan for selling the jewels, even if they might first decide to "sit on" the jewelry and wait out suspicion.
"I can't see them stealing it without having an idea what they want to do," he said. "There's always a person willing to buy stolen jewelry. No matter what it is, somebody will buy it."
Sara Yood, CEO and general counsel of the Jewelers Vigilance Committee, notes most jewelry businesses implement anti-money laundering programs and look out for red flags like unusual orders, repeated purchases and requests for secrecy.
Still, she and others say the age of some jewels -- if broken down effectively -- could actually make it harder to track. Newer gemstones, for example, sometimes carry a laser inscription inside that can be evaluated in a lab. But "because these are historical pieces, it's rather unlikely that it has those identifying features," noted Yood.

    
Experts like Thompson say bigger gems can be recut to a point that they're unrecognizable. A challenge is finding people who have the skill to do that and don't ask too many questions -- but it's possible, she said.
Whether the people behind Sunday's heist had those contacts or certain buyers lined up is unknown. But it's important to also note that "the guys who actually enter the museums are usually all hired hands, and they're almost always caught in these cases," Thompson added.

    
Chances of recovery look dim
She and others say that museums have increasingly faced a rash of similar thefts over recent years. Thompson notes that stealing from storage can go undetected for longer: the British Museum in London, which has accused a former curator of stealing artifacts and selling them online, is still trying to recover some of the 2,000 items stolen.
Some past thieves have made ransom demands for stolen artwork overall, or wait for a potential "no questions asked" reward from an insurance company -- which can amount to about a 10% cut for some insured pieces in Europe, Thompson says. The jewels stolen from the Louvre Sunday, however, were reportedly not privately insured.

Sometimes government offers of a reward for information about a high-profile heist can also quicken the investigation, although the French government has yet to publicize such an incentive. If that changes, or promising leads are uncovered from the evidence left behind at the Louvre, experts like Wittman note it could increase the chances of recovering the artifacts.
Still, as more time passes, others feel that the fate of finding the historic jewels looks dim.
"I think they're going to catch the criminals," said Marinello. "But I don't think they'll find them with the jewels intact."
______
Rico reported from Atlanta.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/louvre-heist-jewels-f4175e9635faa926582912352b801f71



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Business

    Meta cutting 600 AI jobs even as it continues to hire more for its superintelligence lab




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Meta Chief Product Officer Chris Cox speaks at LlamaCon 2025, an AI developer conference, in Menlo Park, Calif., April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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                                        MENLO PARK, Calif. (AP) -- Meta Platforms is cutting roughly 600 artificial intelligence jobs even as it continues to hire more workers for its superintelligence lab, the company confirmed on Wednesday.
Axios first reported the cuts, which will affect Meta's Fundamental AI Research, or FAIR unit, as well as product-related AI and AI infrastructure units. 
Its newer TBD Lab unit won't be affected. Citing a memo sent to workers by chief AI officer Alexandr Wang, Axios said the company is encouraging employees affected to apply for other jobs at Meta, with most expected to find other roles. The Menlo Park, California-based company is also still recruiting and hiring for TBD Lab, which is developing Meta's latest large language models. Large language models are the technology behind OpenAI's ChatGPT, Google's Gemini -- and Meta's Llama.

Meta has taken a different approach to AI than many of its rivals, releasing its flagship Llama system for free as an open-source product that enables people to use and modify some of its key components. Meta says more than a billion people use its AI products each month, but it's also widely seen as lagging behind competitors such as OpenAI and Google in encouraging consumer use of large language models, also known as LLMs.
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    Gold prices have tumbled from recent records. What's behind the losses?




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Gold bars are stacked in a vault at the United States Mint on July 22, 2014, in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Mike Groll, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Less than a day after gold soared to another record high, prices for the precious metal plunged -- marking the biggest sell-off in years.
Gold futures in New York closed at a record $4,374 per troy ounce on Monday, before falling more than $250 (or 5.74%) Tuesday. That's the largest, single-day percentage drop seen since September 2011, according to data in FactSet. And despite some brief rebounds, losses continued to pile up Wednesday -- with gold futures trading at about $4,036 as of 11 a.m. ET.
Prices are still up since the start of 2025. Gold sales often rise sharply amid wider economic uncertainty, as anxious investors seek a "safe haven" for their money. More have turned to gold amid President Donald Trump's barrage of tariffs on imports from around the world, rising concerns about inflation and the now weekslong U.S. government shutdown. And even before that, geopolitical tensions and strong demand from central banks bolstered gold's gains over recent years.

    
But precious metals can be volatile -- so it's not uncommon for gold to see day-to-day fluctuations in value. Some analysts say this week's pullback was triggered by hopes of cooling trade tensions between the U.S. and China, for example. Meanwhile, criticism had already been growing that gold's price had gone too far, too fast. Others speculate there could be broader correction.
Here's what we know.

    
    
    
What's the price of gold today? What about silver?
Again, gold futures were trading at $4,036 per troy ounce -- the standard for measuring precious metals -- as of as of 11 a.m. ET. Wednesday. Spot prices had previously closed Tuesday at just over $4,125, down from a record more than $4,355 on Monday.
Silver also saw some losses this week. Silver futures in New York fell more than 7% on Tuesday, before seeing slight rebounds Wednesday morning. Prices were trading at $47.60 per troy ounce as of 11 a.m. ET, down from a record $53.44 hit last week.

    
Why have prices tumbled from record highs?
No investment's price consistently goes up forever, and some fluctuation isn't surprising after such meteoric rises.
"Why precious metals sold off yesterday -- and whether this is the beginning of a broader correction -- remains to be seen," Ipek Ozkardeskaya, a senior analyst at Swissquote wrote in a Wednesday note.
Ozkardeskaya said Tuesday's losses were "triggered by hopes of easing trade tensions between the U.S. and China and a rebound in the U.S. dollar." Still, she noted that the future is far from guaranteed, and many of the same factors that drew buyers to gold this year remain. "What probably better explained yesterday's precious metals sell-off was mainly the fact that the metals are now trading in deeply overbought market conditions with heightened volatility," she added, noting that further price pullback is possible.
Again, despite this week's losses, gold futures are still up 50% overall since the start of 2025. And silver has climbed even higher, up 60% year to date.

    
Is gold worth the investment?
Advocates of investing in gold call it a safe haven -- arguing that the commodity can serve to diversify and balance your investment portfolio, as well as mitigate possible risks down the road as a hedge against rising inflation. Some also take comfort in buying something tangible that has the potential to increase in value over time.
Still, experts caution against putting all your eggs in one basket. Not everyone agrees gold is a good investment. Critics say gold isn't always the inflation hedge many claim -- and that there are more efficient ways to protect against potential loss of capital, such as derivative-based investments.
And again, as seen this week, it's not on common for gold to have day-by-day swings in value.
The Commodity Futures Trade Commission has previously warned people to be wary of investing in gold. Precious metals can be highly volatile, and prices rise as demand goes up -- meaning "when economic anxiety or instability is high, the people who typically profit from precious metals are the sellers," the commission noted.

    
Gold demand escalates mercury poisoning warnings
The recent frenzy for gold has also resulted in health and environmental consequences -- with officials pointing to rising demand for mercury, a toxic metal that is key in illegal gold mining worldwide.
Mercury is widely used to separate gold during artisanal or small-scale mining. But it pollutes water, accumulates in fish, makes its way into food and builds up in people's bodies, leading to neurological and developmental harm. Even small-scale exposure can carry serious risks -- putting in danger workers who rely on the industry, as well as residents in affected areas more broadly.

The Associated Press has reported about the effects of mercury poisoning tied to gold mining in countries like Senegal, Mexico and Peru, among other parts of the world.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/why-are-gold-prices-going-down-6ab14848c88f4e2acae681b90be54341



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Science

    Dinosaurs were thriving in North America before the mass-extinction asteroid strike, study suggests




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This illustration provided by researchers in October 2025 depicts an Alamosaurus sanjuanensis in southern North America as an asteroid hits the Earth 66 million years ago, causing mass extinction. (Natalia Jagielska/New Mexico State University via AP)]
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            This illustration provided by researchers in October 2025 depicts an Alamosaurus sanjuanensis in southern North America as an asteroid hits the Earth 66 million years ago, causing mass extinction. (Natalia Jagielska/New Mexico State University via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by researchers, Caitlin Leslie collects paleomagnetic samples in the San Juan Basin of northwestern New Mexico in May 2016. (Daniel J. Peppe via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by researchers, Daniel Peppe, Utanah Denetclaw, Anne Weil and Blake Gorman collect paleomagnetic samples in the De-Na-Zin Wilderness area of the San Juan Basin in northwestern New Mexico in May 2011. (Steven L. Brusatte via AP)]
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                                        Scientists have long debated whether dinosaurs were in decline before an asteroid smacked the Earth 66 million years ago, causing mass extinction.
New research suggests dinosaur populations were still thriving in North America before the asteroid strike, but it's only one piece of the global picture, independent experts say.
"Dinosaurs were quite diverse and now we know there were quite distinct communities" roaming around before being abruptly wiped out, said Daniel Peppe, a study co-author and paleontologist at Baylor University.
The latest evidence comes from analyzing a portion of the Kirtland Formation in northern New Mexico that's been known for around 100 years to contain several interesting dinosaur fossils.
Scientists now say those fossils and the surrounding rocks date from around 400,000 years before the asteroid struck, which is considered a short interval in geologic time. The age was determined by analyzing small particles of volcanic glass within sandstone and by studying the direction of magnetic minerals within mudstone of the rock formation.

    
The results show "the animals deposited here must have been living close to the end of the Cretaceous," the last dinosaur era, said Peppe.



    
        




    




The findings were published Thursday in the journal Science. 
Differences between the dinosaur species found in New Mexico and those found at a site in Montana that were previously dated to the same time frame "run counter to the idea that dinosaurs were in decline," he said.

    
    
    
The fossils previously found at the New Mexico site include Tyrannosaurus rex, a huge, long-necked dinosaur, and a Triceratops-like horned herbivore. 
Scientists who weren't involved in the study cautioned that evidence found at a single location might not point to a broader trend. 
"This new evidence about these very late-surviving dinosaurs in New Mexico is very exciting," said University of Bristol paleontologist Mike Benton, who was not involved in the study. But he added, "This is just one location, not a representation of the complexity of dinosaur faunas at the time all over North America or all over the world."

    
Although scientists have found dinosaur fossils on every continent, accurately dating them can be a challenge, said paleontologist and study co-author Andrew Flynn of New Mexico State University. Easily datable material such as carbon doesn't survive in fossils, so scientists must look for surrounding rocks with precise characteristics that can be used to determine ages. 
Further research might help complete the picture of what range of dinosaur species was alive globally on the eve of the asteroid crash, said Flynn.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Science

    Rare dinosaur mummies help scientists recreate their prehistoric lives




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by the University of Chicago shows a mummy of a duck-billed dinosaur resting on its ribcage. (Tyler Keillor, The University of Chicago via AP)]
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[image: This image provided by the University of Chicago shows impressions of a mummified dinosaur's foot. (Tyler Keillor/The University of Chicago via AP)]
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            This image provided by the University of Chicago shows impressions of a mummified dinosaur's foot. (Tyler Keillor/The University of Chicago via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the University of Chicago shows the scaly skin of a young mummified dinosaur found in Wyoming. (Tyler Keillor/University of Chicago via AP)]
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            This image provided by the University of Chicago shows the scaly skin of a young mummified dinosaur found in Wyoming. (Tyler Keillor/University of Chicago via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This illustration provided by the University of Chicago shows what a duck-billed dinosaur may have looked like based on mummified remains found in Wyoming. (Dani Navarro/ The University of Chicago via AP)]
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            This illustration provided by the University of Chicago shows what a duck-billed dinosaur may have looked like based on mummified remains found in Wyoming. (Dani Navarro/ The University of Chicago via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            ADITHI RAMAKRISHNAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Researchers have unearthed a spooky pair of dinosaur mummies that seem to have been preserved in an unexpected way. 
These dinosaur remains are different from the wrapped mummies of Egypt or natural human mummies that get accidentally preserved in bogs or deserts. Mummified dinosaurs are so old that their skin and soft tissues fossilize. Scientists use these rare remnants, along with dinosaur bones, to recreate what these prehistoric creatures may have looked like.
Scientists have been uncovering dinosaur mummies for over a century. Some were buried quickly after dying, while others sank into bodies of water or dried out.
Many of them -- including a duck-billed dinosaur mummy discovered in 1908 -- hail from an area in eastern Wyoming. In the new study, scientists returned to this so-called mummy zone and found new remains, including the mummy of a duck-billed dinosaur that was only a few years old when it died.

    
"This is the first juvenile of a dinosaur that really is mummified," said Paul Sereno, a University of Chicago paleontologist who was involved in the discovery. 
Surprisingly, the new mummies seem to have been preserved without any evidence of fossilized skin. Instead, they left impressions of their skin and scales on a thin layer of clay that hardened with help from microbes. 



    
        




    




This style of mummification has preserved other organisms before, but scientists didn't think it could happen on land. It's possible that other mummies found at the Wyoming site could have formed in a similar way, Sereno said.

    
    
    
Scientists used these clay templates to paint a clearer picture of what the duck-billed dinosaurs might have looked like when they were alive, including spikes on their tail and hooves on their feet. The new findings were published Thursday in the journal Science.
Understanding how dinosaur mummies form can help scientists uncover more of them. It's important to look not just for dinosaur bones, but also for skin and soft tissue impressions that could go unstudied or even picked away, said Mateusz Wosik, a Misericordia University paleontologist who wasn't involved with the discovery. 

    
More mummies offer more insights into how these creatures grew and lived.
"Every single time we find one, there's such a treasure trove of information about these animals," said Stephanie Drumheller, a vertebrate paleontologist at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, who wasn't part of the study. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    An elephant family smashed pumpkins at the Oregon Zoo. But this baby just wanted to play ball
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            A baby elephant at the Oregon Zoo had more tricks than treats when handlers gave it a small pumpkin to play with during the annual "Squishing of the Squash" where giant elephants smash half-ton pumpkins.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the Oregon Zoo shows Asian elephant calf Tula-Tu plays with a pumpkin at the Oregon Zoo in Portland, Ore., Thursday, Oct. 16, 2025. (Kathy Street/Oregon Zoo via AP)]
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            This photo provided by the Oregon Zoo shows Asian elephant calf Tula-Tu plays with a pumpkin at the Oregon Zoo in Portland, Ore., Thursday, Oct. 16, 2025. (Kathy Street/Oregon Zoo via AP)
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                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- A baby elephant at the Oregon Zoo had more tricks than treats to show when handlers gave it a small pumpkin to play with during an annual fall event where giant elephants smash half-ton pumpkins. 
Weighing just 775 pounds (351.5 kilograms), eight-month-old Asian elephant Tula-Tu is about the heft of one of the giant pumpkins so is too small to smash them. Instead, zoo handlers gave her a small pumpkin to practice with. The little elephant dribbled the gourd around like a soccer ball, a video from the zoo shows.
Her elephant family at the Oregon Zoo enjoyed the large pumpkins on Oct. 16 at the annual "Squishing of the Squash," a tradition that goes back to 1999 when a farmer donated a pumpkin weighing 828 pounds (376 kilograms). The donated pumpkins have gotten bigger, around 1,000 pounds (450 kilograms) this year, thanks to competitive hobbyists at the Pacific Giant Vegetable Growers Club.

    
To break open the gargantuan gourds, zookeepers present them to Tula-Tu's adult relatives like her brother and father who weigh slightly over 10,000 pounds (4,500 kilograms). In a video from the zoo, they appear to delicately place one foot at the top, and gently press down. The pumpkins crack with a loud pop, sending rind and seeds flying. 



    
        




    




Past years' videos have shown midsized, young elephants putting both feet on top of the pumpkins but being too light -- or lacking technique -- so the giant vegetables don't burst.

    
    
    
This year the adults elephants smashed the massive pumpkins in front of a cheering crowd of zoo visitors, and then the family of elephants ate the many tons of squash fragments.

Asian elephants like Tula-Tu and her family are considered highly endangered, according to Oregon Zoo officials. There is a fragmented population of around 40,000 to 50,000 such elephants in the wild in places ranging from India to Borneo, a Southeast Asian island straddling Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei. But there have been successful conservation milestones in recent years, including in Cambodia.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/elephant-pumpkin-smash-video-portland-oregon-zoo-1e942f8379ee099847254c6811ba0c29



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Oddities

    Giant, floating pumpkin races draw large crowds to annual event in Oregon
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            Dressed as Buddy from the movie "Elf, Gary Kristensen won the first regatta of the day, paddling in a giant pumpkin. (AP Video: Claire Rush)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gary Kristensen, dressed up as the character Buddy from the holiday movie "Elf," celebrates after winning a race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Gary Kristensen, dressed up as the character Buddy from the holiday movie "Elf," celebrates after winning a race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nina Richards, dressed as Shrek, races in a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Nina Richards, dressed as Shrek, races in a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jon Sestak, dressed as Elvis, is helped out of the loading area ahead of his race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: From left, Brod Salo, Julia, Rae Nathanson and Ellis Lorant pose with a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            From left, Brod Salo, Julia, Rae Nathanson and Ellis Lorant pose with a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People race giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            People race giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A child points to people racing giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            7 of 7 | 
            A child points to people racing giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            CLAIRE RUSH

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        TUALATIN, Ore. (AP) -- Hoisting his kayak paddle in the air triumphantly, Gary Kristensen celebrated as he crossed the finish line, victorious in his giant, floating pumpkin.
Dressed up as the character Buddy from Will Ferrell's holiday movie "Elf," Kristensen won the first race in the annual event over the weekend in Tualatin, Oregon. The Portland suburb has hosted the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta since 2004, drawing large crowds who cheer on costumed participants as they race around a small human-made lake in humongous pumpkins that have been carved out, allowing them to float.
"You've got an exciting activity that crowds love, you've got the costumes, cheering people, spectacle, pumpkins sinking, it has everything," Kristensen said after emerging victorious in the first race of Sunday's event in a 936-pound (425-kilogram) pumpkin.

    
For Kristensen, who has competed in the regatta since 2013, the activity has become much more than a once-annual affair. Earlier this year, he claimed a Guinness World Record for longest journey by pumpkin boat after paddling some 58 miles (94 kilometers) on the Columbia River -- breaking the record he had set the previous year.
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[image: A pumpkin sculpture depicting Mexican artist Frida Kahlo is displayed at Klaistow farm's annual pumpkin festival, which this year celebrates ]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                At a pumpkin festival near Berlin, powerful women take shape -- one gourd at a time
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Thuingaleng Muivah, leader of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah), is welcomed in Ukhrul, in the northeastern Indian state of Manipur, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A Naga rebel leader returns to his hometown in India's northeast after 5 decades, in photos
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    







        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A seed bank in England marks 25 years of preserving the world's plant diversity
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




The niche endeavor has also become a passion for Brad Bahns, who participated in his fourth regatta dressed up as a character from the TV series "Squid Game." He described the fun in growing his own pumpkin -- which took six months -- and "getting to culminate the season by putting it in the lake and paddling with our friends."

    
    
    
At 1,376 pounds (624 kilomgrams), the weight of his pumpkin this year marked a personal record for him.
"It's kind of an addiction at this point," he said.
In the early morning rain, before the races got underway, workers operated fork lifts and heavy machinery to lift the enormous pumpkins and transfer them to the water. Growers and competitors then wielded saws and knives to cut a hole in the top of their pumpkins, and scooped out the goopy insides with spoons, scrapers and their bare hands so that they could sit inside.

    
The more innards that are removed, the lighter the pumpkin becomes, giving its captain a competitive edge by allowing swifter travel. By the time the carving was done, there were enough discarded seeds and pulp to fill a dumpster.
Members of the Pacific Giant Vegetable Growers, who grow the pumpkins for the regatta, were the competitors in the first race. On its website, the gardening association describes itself as "focused on the fun-filled, competitive hobby of growing obscenely large vegetables."
Aboard pumpkins of differing orange and yellow hues, their costumes varied from celebrity chef Guy Fieri and a UPS delivery man with cardboard boxes stacked on the back of his pumpkin, to Elvis and a person in a hot dog suit. Someone dressed up as Luigi, the character from Nintendo's Mario games with a trademark green cap and shirt, had a green pumpkin to match. 

In another race, a participant wore a Shrek costume and green face paint, mirroring some fans in the crowd who also dressed up as the lovable ogre from the popular films.
When asked what it takes to grow a massive pumpkin, Kristensen shared his simple recipe for success: "Good seeds, good soil, good luck, hard work."
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    Ah, rats! Researchers say some other critter likely created Chicago's 'rat hole' sidewalk landmark




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Chicago's iconic Rat Hole along the 1900 block of West Roscoe Street in the Roscoe Village neighborhood is seen, Jan. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (Tyler Pasciak LaRiviere/Chicago Sun-Times via AP, File)]
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            By 
            TODD RICHMOND

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Ah, rats! 
Researchers think they have debunked the origin of Chicago's so-called "rat hole," one of the Windy City's weirdest local landmarks.
Hold on. The rat hole wasn't what you think. It wasn't some back alley bar that served as a speakeasy for the city's notorious gangster clientele or a tenement stuffed to the brim with junk. It was actually a full-body impression of an unlucky critter that got trapped in wet sidewalk cement in the city's Roscoe Village neighborhood about 20 or 30 years ago. The imprint closely resembles that of a spread-eagled rat, complete with outlines of what appear to be tiny claws, arms and legs and even a tail.
The rat hole went viral early last year after comedian Winslow Dumaine posted a photo of it on X. The post drew curious tourists to the site at all hours, with some leaving coins and other odd objects around the impression as a tribute. 

    
The constant traffic drew complaints from neighbors, though, and in April 2024 someone filled the impression with a substance resembling plaster. City workers eventually removed that slab of sidewalk and took it to the City Hall-County Building. A plaque honoring the rat hole remains at the actual site.



    
        




    




Researchers hailing from the University of Tennessee, New York Institute of Technology College of Osteopathic Medicine and the University of Calgary published a paper Wednesday in the journal Biology Letters that concludes the rat hole was most likely created not by the titular rodent but a squirrel or a muskrat. 

    
    
    
The researchers studied online photos of the rat hole and compared measurements of the imprint to museum specimens of animals commonly found in the Chicago area. The presence of arms, legs and a tail excluded birds, snakes, frogs and turtles, shrinking the possibilities to a mammal. The claw outlines further reduced the field to rats, mice, squirrels, chipmunks and muskrats, the study said.

    
The creature's long forelimbs, third digits and hind paws were too large for a rat but fell into the measurement ranges for Eastern gray squirrels, fox squirrels and muskrats. The most probable suspect is the Eastern gray squirrel given how abundant that creature is in the Chicago area, the study concluded.
Other researchers have theorized that a squirrel created the imprint, the study acknowledged. Cement is typically wet during the day, and rats are nocturnal and the creature didn't leave any tracks, suggesting a squirrel misjudged a leap or slipped from a branch and landed in the wet cement, the study noted.
The imprint didn't show any sign of a bushy tail, but hair often lacks the rigidity to create deep, well-defined impressions, and it would have been surprising to find such an imprint, the study said.

"We therefore propose that the specimen be rechristened the 'Windy City Sidewalk Squirrel' -- a name more fitting of its likely origins and more aligned with the evidence at hand," they wrote. 
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    Scrapple sculpture contest winner prevailed in Eagles country by putting the pig into pigskin
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            In the contest for best scrapple sculpture in Philadelphia on Friday, it was the "Mush Push" fashioned from the regionally popular pork breakfast meat that got Patrick Moser's entry over the goal line. (AP Video: Tassanee Vejpongsa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Victoria Roath works on her creation in the Scrapple Sculpting Contest at the Reading Terminal Market in Philadelphia, Friday, Oct. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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            Victoria Roath works on her creation in the Scrapple Sculpting Contest at the Reading Terminal Market in Philadelphia, Friday, Oct. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The chief executive of the Philadelphia Museum of Art, Sasha Suda, center top, walks amongst competitors in the Scrapple Sculpting Contest at the Reading Terminal Market in Philadelphia, Friday, Oct. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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            The chief executive of the Philadelphia Museum of Art, Sasha Suda, center top, walks amongst competitors in the Scrapple Sculpting Contest at the Reading Terminal Market in Philadelphia, Friday, Oct. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Shown is Patrick Moser's entry "Mush Push" during the Scrapple Sculpting Contest at the Reading Terminal Market in Philadelphia, Friday, Oct. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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            Shown is Patrick Moser's entry "Mush Push" during the Scrapple Sculpting Contest at the Reading Terminal Market in Philadelphia, Friday, Oct. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Toni Lee works on her entry to Scrapple Sculpting Contest at the Reading Terminal Market in Philadelphia, Friday, Oct. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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            Toni Lee works on her entry to Scrapple Sculpting Contest at the Reading Terminal Market in Philadelphia, Friday, Oct. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Contestants work on their entries in Scrapple Sculpting Contest at the Reading Terminal Market in Philadelphia, Friday, Oct. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            Contestants work on their entries in Scrapple Sculpting Contest at the Reading Terminal Market in Philadelphia, Friday, Oct. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            TASSANEE VEJPONGSA and MARK SCOLFORO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- In the contest for best scrapple sculpture in Philadelphia on Friday it was the "Mush Push" fashioned from the regionally popular pork breakfast meat that got Patrick Moser's entry over the goal line.
The Norristown tattoo artist's tribute to the Philadelphia Eagles' trademark short yardage play, known as the "tush push," took the top honor at a lighthearted art competition to kick off the Scrapple & Apple Festival.
The celebration of all things scrapple at Reading Terminal Market began with the contest to fashion art from 5 pounds (2.25 kilograms) of scrapple.
Moser and 11 other volunteer contestants were given sculpting tools and 90 minutes to come up with their best scrapple creations. The "expert judge" was Sasha Suda, chief executive of the Philadelphia Museum of Art. 
Moser described his work as "Caravaggio meets Siriani" -- Nick Siriani is the Eagles' head coach, and Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio was a Baroque painter in Italy during the 14th and 15th centuries. The tush push, also sometimes called the "brotherly shove," is a play by the reigning NFL champions that other teams have been unable to counter. 

    
As for scrapple? Although it's sometimes the butt of jokes, it's a food that's popular among the German families who settled in eastern Pennsylvania in the colonial period. When made properly it's a porcine delicacy and commonly available at diners and on farmhouse tables across the state. 
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[image: A pumpkin sculpture depicting Mexican artist Frida Kahlo is displayed at Klaistow farm's annual pumpkin festival, which this year celebrates ]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                At a pumpkin festival near Berlin, powerful women take shape -- one gourd at a time
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Thuingaleng Muivah, leader of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah), is welcomed in Ukhrul, in the northeastern Indian state of Manipur, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A Naga rebel leader returns to his hometown in India's northeast after 5 decades, in photos
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gary Kristensen, dressed up as the character Buddy from the holiday movie "Elf," celebrates after winning a race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Giant, floating pumpkin races draw large crowds to annual event in Oregon
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




It takes hours to properly cook, according to Marlin Dietrich, owner of Dietrich's Meats & Country Store in Krumsville, Pennsylvania. He sells about 300 pounds (135 kilograms) of it per week.

    
    
    
Dietrich boils down beef and pork bones and seasons it all with salt, pepper and coriander. His scrapple is thickened with buckwheat flour and roasted cornmeal. Dietrich fries it to a crisp exterior and enjoys it with another Pennsylvania Dutch staple, apple butter.

    
"I like it once or twice a week for breakfast," Dietrich said. "Making a sculpture? That's a shame."
Moser's lumps of indistinguishable football players won him a trophy and a $100 gift card. The public is also getting a chance to weigh in on Saturday, when the artworks were to be on display at the market. Last year's scrapple sculpting contest winner was a cookie jar decorated with a rooster and an egg inside.

If a football themed sculpture isn't enough scrapple, the festival also features such culinary offerings such as scrapple fries, an andouille scrapple breakfast sandwich, scrapple apple cookies and scrapple quiche. There's even a scrapple cheesesteak. 
___
Scolforo reported from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
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                    Health

    During cold and flu season, the youngest kids really are the germiest
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            It's flu vaccine time again. After last winter -- when the U.S. saw the highest number of flu-related child deaths in 15 years -- pediatricians especially are urging them. October is the ideal month, as flu typically begins climbing in November. (AP Video: Daniel Kozin, Production: Shelby Lum)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lucile Packard Children's Hospital at Stanford visitor Sheila Garcia, 3, wears before visiting a patient at the hospital in Palo Alto, Calif., Oct. 19, 2009. (AP Photo/Paul Sakuma, File)]
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            By 
            JONEL ALECCIA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Forget colorful leaves. Any caregiver knows that the real signs of fall are kids with coughs, sneezes and sniffles.
Autumn marks the start of respiratory virus season, when colds, flu and other bugs start circulating -- especially among the very young.
A recent study confirmed what many families intuitively know: The littlest students harbor the most germs.
Children in pre-kindergarten and elementary school showed highest rates of virus detection compared with older students and staff, according to research published in the journal Pediatrics.
"Young children can have up to 10 respiratory viruses a year as their immune systems are introduced to different infections for the first time," said Dr. Jennifer Goldman, a pediatrician at Children's Mercy hospital in Kansas City, Missouri, who co-led the study.
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[image: Kids from Ossie Wera Mitchell Middle School exit the bus in Birmingham, Ala. on Jan 20, 2009. (AP Photo/Butch Dill, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Age isn't everything when deciding if a child is ready to be home alone
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A family walks down a corridor at Lee Hall as college students begin moving in for the fall semester at N.C. State University in Raleigh, N.C., July 31, 2020. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The nest is empty: Parents grapple with mixed emotions after children move out
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: (AP Illustration / Peter Hamlin)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Why the search for meaning can cause 'purpose anxiety,' and what to do about it
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Younger kids were more likely to have virus detected
Goldman and her colleagues analyzed nasal swabs and symptom reports from more than 800 students and staff in a large school district in Kansas City from November 2022 to May 2023.
They found that overall, more than 85% of all participants had at least one respiratory virus detected during that time and more than 80% had an episode of acute respiratory illness -- though not necessarily at the same time.
More telling, 92% of pre-K and elementary school kids had a virus detected, compared with about 86% of middle school students, about 77% of high school students and 76% of staff.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


The pre-K kids, ages 3 to 5, had the highest rates of actual illness, too, the study found.
Most of the viruses were the kinds that cause the common cold, including rhinovirus, which was found in 65% of participants, and types of seasonal coronavirus detected in about 30%. The virus that causes COVID-19 was found in about 15% of those studied.

    
Study confirms the experiences of pediatricians who are parents
The new study provides a baseline look at the burden of viruses in school settings, Goldman said. 
It also confirms the real-world experience of pediatricians who are parents, like Dr. Nicole Torres of the University of Miami Health System.
"I can say this for my own children, who are now in their teens: They were sicker when they were younger," she said.
The study also squares with older research that found that young kids play a key role in spreading respiratory viruses at home. Dr. Carrie Byington was co-author of a University of Utah study, published in 2015, that recruited 26 households to take nasal samples from everyone living in a home, every week, for a year.
That study found that children younger than 5 had virus detected for half of the weeks of the year, recalled Byington, who is now with the University of California, San Diego.
"And if you live in a household with multiple children, that proportion just goes higher, so it can appear as if someone is always sick," she said.

    
How to prevent illness -- or at least try to
Preventing illness in children at school or at home can be tough, experts acknowledge.
Being up to date on vaccinations for COVID-19 and influenza is important, they said. So is frequent handwashing, learning to cover coughs and keeping hands away from the eyes, nose and mouth. Cleaning and sanitizing frequently touched surfaces and objects and optimizing fresh air are also key.
When little ones do get sick, the best treatment is often supportive care like extra fluids and rest. In serious cases, medical providers may recommend medications to reduce fever or antiviral drugs.
It can take a couple weeks, however, for lingering symptoms like coughs to completely resolve. By then, the child may well have another cold.
"I do tell parents of younger children to expect them to be ill once every month, every month and a half," Torres said. "It'll seem that way."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Business

    Wedding etiquette includes being mindful of how much it costs guests to attend




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A Groomsman takes a break after finishing bridal party photos at a wedding on Saturday, Aug. 23, 2025, in Newtown, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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            A Groomsman takes a break after finishing bridal party photos at a wedding on Saturday, Aug. 23, 2025, in Newtown, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bridesmaids use fans for shade and to keep cool during bridal pictures before a wedding Saturday, Aug. 23, 2025, in Newtown, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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[image: A bouquet of flowers rests on a chair ahead of a Valentine's Day group wedding ceremony at the Dade County Courthouse in Miami, Friday, Feb. 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)]
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[image: Guests sit inside during cocktail hour as empty chairs sit outside during a wedding Saturday, Aug. 23, 2025, in Newtown, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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[image: A groom, left, places a ring on the finger of the bride during their Valentines Day wedding ceremony Friday, Feb. 14, 2025, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)]
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            ADRIANA MORGA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Weddings are meant to be celebrations of love. They also may require invited guests to make a financial commitment that brings them stress. 
Whether it's paying for hotels and flights to attend a destination wedding or different outfits and gifts for multiple pre-wedding events, friends and extended family often feel pressure to spend a large amount of money before the couple gets married. 
A sense of obligation and budget constraints can create resentment, hurt feelings and misunderstandings among friends and family. Future spouses who are trying to plan their dream wedding and are worried about their own expenses might want to factor in their guests' potential costs.
"Money is part of how we show up for one another," Christine Hargrove, a licensed therapist who serves as assistant director of the Love and Money Center at the University of Georgia. "But don't let finances get in the way of lifelong friendships or family relationships that are healthy and supportive."

    
Hargrove often sees budgeting issues becoming friendship issues for couples and members of their wedding party. While asking someone to be a groomsman or a bridesmaid usually is intended to show appreciation, sometimes left unacknowledged is the possible financial burden of being part of a bachelor or bachelorette party, as well as the big day itself. 
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[image: Kids from Ossie Wera Mitchell Middle School exit the bus in Birmingham, Ala. on Jan 20, 2009. (AP Photo/Butch Dill, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Age isn't everything when deciding if a child is ready to be home alone
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A family walks down a corridor at Lee Hall as college students begin moving in for the fall semester at N.C. State University in Raleigh, N.C., July 31, 2020. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The nest is empty: Parents grapple with mixed emotions after children move out
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                Why the search for meaning can cause 'purpose anxiety,' and what to do about it
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




"If somebody says 'I care about you, I really want to come to your wedding but I absolutely cannot afford five days in the Caribbean on top of already going to a wedding,' don't take it personally," Hargrove advises. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Conversations surrounding money can be very emotional, but everyone involved will benefit if they approach the topic with understanding, recommended Hargrove. 

    
    
    
"Couples have to keep in mind that people do have different budgets, different backgrounds. People have different work responsibilities and capabilities of taking PTO," said Sarah Schreiber, a former magazine weddings editor turned wedding consultant.
Here are some recommendations for ways engaged couples can reduce costs for their wedding guests and how guests can participate without going into debt. 

    
FOR COUPLES 



Book different hotel options 
It's customary for the couple getting married to reserve a block of rooms at a discounted rate for their out-of-town guests. Schreiber recommends having at least a couple hotel options at different price ranges. 
Offer to pay for some services
Covering the cost of transportation to and from the wedding venue, paying for childcare if kids are not invited to the celebration, and hosting a morning-after breakfast are other ways couples can make their wedding less expensive for guests, according to Cassie Horrell, a wedding planner based in Pittsburgh. 
"There's little things you can do here and there to be mindful of what costs you can eat for your guests," Horrell said.
Putting a "no gifts" request on your invitations is another way to reduce costs for guests, said Rachel Lawrence, the head of advice and planning for the budgeting app Monarch Money. 
Be up front with your wedding party 
Informing members of the wedding party and other close friends well in advance about what they can expect to pay for a bachelor party abroad or to rent a tuxedo or have their makeup done helps them decide if they can participate, Hargrove said. 
If someone agrees to be part of the wedding party and later learns a bride and groom have expensive tastes, they may feel cornered into spending on a splash they can't afford, she said. 

    
Don't take it personally if a guest cannot attend
If a friend or relative says they cannot attend a pre-wedding event or the wedding itself due to cost, respond in a kind and gracious way, Hargrove advises. 
"Accept it gracefully and you're gonna have a lot fewer issues relationally. It shows a lot of respect, it shows conscientiousness. People appreciate it. And there's a lot fewer hurt feelings," she said. 
FOR GUESTS

Share costs with friends
If the cost of attending a wedding is too high, consider dividing it with a group of friends, said Esther Lee, a deputy editor and wedding expert for The Knot. From sharing a hotel room or sleeping on someone's couch to going in on group trips and splitting the bill for airport transportation, other guests may also be on a budget. 

    
It's OK to skip some events
Between the bachelorette party, the bridal shower and the weekend destination wedding, the costs can pile up. If you want to stay on budget, it's OK to skip some events and choose to attend the ones you think will be the most meaningful for the person getting married. 
"It's hard for people to say no, and we want to show up for everyone. But if it doesn't work with your budget, then you don't want to be going into debt just to try and make it" Chelsea Hodl, a financial planner for the financial services app Domain Money. 
Communicating to your friend or family member ahead of time which events you will be able to attend is recommended. 

    
Save money on your wardrobe
If you're working on a tight budget, wedding attire is a place to cut back. Renting a dress or a tux from online websites like Rent The Runway, Nuuly or Black Tux may be less expensive than buying clothes you'll hardly ever wear. 
Guests also can consider wearing a dress they already own or borrowing one from a friend, The Knot's Lee said. 
"Nobody is judging you for re-wearing something, so don't be your harshest critic," she said. 
Be transparent with your friends 
You don't need to feel ashamed if you cannot afford to attend the wedding of a loved one, Hargrove said. Being honest about the reason why you won't be there for their special day can help prevent negative feelings or misunderstandings. 
"When you are willing to be direct with someone, it just clears the air and it's amazing how powerful, clear, honest and direct self-disclosure can be," Hargrove said.
If you will miss a friend's wedding, try showing your affection for them in another way, such as inviting them to dinner, or sending them flowers on the wedding day. An inexpensive gesture can demonstrate your love without sacrificing yourself and your finances. 
----

The Associated Press receives support from Charles Schwab Foundation for educational and explanatory reporting to improve financial literacy. The independent foundation is separate from Charles Schwab and Co. Inc. The AP is solely responsible for its journalism.
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                    Sports

    Walking is good for you. Walking backward can add to the benefits




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Janet Dufek, a professor at the School of Integrated Health Sciences at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, poses at the school, Sept. 8, 2025, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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            STEPHEN WADE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Here's a simple way to switch up your walking routine, according to experts: try going backward.
Taking a brisk walk is an exercise rich in simplicity, and it can have impressive mental and physical benefits: stronger bones and muscles, cardiovascular fitness and stress relief, to name a few. But like any workout, hoofing it for your health may feel repetitive and even boring after a while.
Backward walking, also known as retro walking or reverse walking, could add variety and value to an exercise routine, when done safely. Turning around not only provides a change of view, but also puts different demands on your body.
Janet Dufek, a biomechanist and faculty member at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, has researched the mechanics of both walking and landing from jumps to identify ways of preventing injuries and improving physical performance. And as a former college basketball player and a regular exerciser, she's also done her fair share of backward walking. 

    
In humans, reverse locomotion can increase hamstring flexibility, strengthen underused muscles and challenges the mind as the body adjusts to a new movement and posture. 
"I see a lot of people in my neighborhood and they walk, and that's good," she said. "But they are still stressing the same elements of their structure over and over again. Walking backward introduces an element of cross-training, a subtly different activity."

    
    
    
On the treadmill
Kevin Patterson, a personal trainer in Nashville, Tennessee, recommends the treadmill as the safest place to retro walk. You can adjust it to a slow speed. However, Patterson likes to turn off the treadmill -- termed the "dead mill" -- and have clients propel the belt on their own. 
"It can take a while to get the treadmill going, but from there we have them be the horsepower for the treadmill," he said. 
Patterson said he uses backward walking with all his clients as an "accessory exercise" -- a weight-training term for add-on movements designed to work a specific muscle group -- or during warm-ups. The activity typically makes up a small part of the workouts, he said. 
"The treadmill is great for older clients because you have the handles on the side and you reduce that risk of falling," he said.

    
Off the treadmill
Dufek suggests working a one-minute segment of backward walking into a 10-minute walk and adding time and distance as you get comfortable.
You can also do it with a partner; face each other, perhaps clasp hands. One person walks backward, and the other strolls forward and watches for problems. Then switch positions. 
"At first, you start really, really slowly because there's a balance accommodation and there is brain retraining. You are learning a new skill," Dufek said. "You're using muscles in different ways."
If you work your way up to running and get really good at it, you can try running a marathon backward -- 26.2 miles or 42.2 kilometers. Yes, people have done that.

    
Backward walking as cross-training
Dufek classifies backward walking as a form of cross-training, or incorporating a mix of moves into a fitness program. Doing a range of exercises can help prevent overuse injuries, which can occur after repeatedly using the same muscle groups.
For many people, cross-training involves different activities and types of exercise: for example, running one day, swimming the next, and strength training on a third day. But the modifications required to walk backward work in the same way, but on a micro level. 
Do small tweaks make much of a difference? Once an avid runner, Dufek said she had several pairs of running shoes and did not wear the same pair two days in a row. 
"The shoes had a different level of wear, a different design," she said. "Just by changing that one element, in this case footwear, it would provide a slightly different stress to the system."

    
Retro walking as rehabilitation 
Physical therapists instruct some of their clients to reverse walk, which can be useful after knee injuries or for people in rehabilitation or recovering from surgery. 
"Backward walking is very different than forward walking from a force perspective, from a movement pattern perspective," Dufek explained. Instead of landing heel first, "you strike the forefoot first, often quite gently, and often the heel does not contact the ground." 
"This reduces of the range of motion in the knee joint, which allows for activity without stressing the (knee) joint," Dufek said. 

Backward walking also stretches the hamstring muscles, the group of muscles at the back of the thigh. Dufek is interested in finding out if it improves balance and reduces fall risks in older adults by activating more senses of the body. 
Athletes do it naturally
There is nothing unnatural about backward walking. In fact, backward running is a key skill for top athletes.
Basketball players do it. So do soccer players. American football players -- particularly the defensive backs -- do it continually.
"I played basketball and I probably spent 40% of my time playing defense and running backwards," Dufek said.
___
Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on all aspects of wellness, at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well
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                    Health

    A good shower is a simple shower, no matter what influencers recommend




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Water flows from a shower head on Wednesday, Aug. 12, 2020, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)]
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            By 
            KENYA HUNTER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        You may be seeing elaborate shower cleansing routines on social media: daily exfoliation, double cleansing, antibacterial soap, loads of scented body scrubs and shower oils. 
"I'm kind of appalled by the shower routines," said Dr. Olga Bunimovich, a practicing dermatologist and assistant professor at the University of Pittsburgh.
The multistep processes that have inspired people to spend endless amounts of time sudsing up can harm your skin -- and the environment. Dermatologists say it's all mostly unnecessary. 
"Your skin is a barrier," said Dr. Nicole Negbenebor, a dermatologic surgeon at University of Iowa Health Care. "It's one of the biggest barriers you have. It's you in your natural elements. So you want to treat it right, and then sometimes there can be too much of a good thing."
Here's what to know about how to take a basic shower and indicators that you've gone too far with your routine.

    
The basics of showering
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[image: A pumpkin sculpture depicting Mexican artist Frida Kahlo is displayed at Klaistow farm's annual pumpkin festival, which this year celebrates ]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                At a pumpkin festival near Berlin, powerful women take shape -- one gourd at a time
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Thuingaleng Muivah, leader of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah), is welcomed in Ukhrul, in the northeastern Indian state of Manipur, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A Naga rebel leader returns to his hometown in India's northeast after 5 decades, in photos
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gary Kristensen, dressed up as the character Buddy from the holiday movie "Elf," celebrates after winning a race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Giant, floating pumpkin races draw large crowds to annual event in Oregon
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    





A shower is a relatively simple routine that usually doesn't require 10 steps or a plethora of products.
A daily shower with lukewarm water and a fragrance-free hypoallergenic cleanser -- followed by hydrating lotion or oil afterward -- will do the trick. 
Don't plan to stay in the shower too long or turn the water temperature too high -- it can strip your skin of the natural oils it needs to maintain its barrier, leaving it vulnerable to dryness and irritation.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


When it comes to soaps, use one meant for sensitive skin. Antibacterial soaps are popular, but experts said they dry out your skin too much for daily use. (However, they can be beneficial for people with an autoimmune skin condition called hidradenitis suppurativa, which causes painful boils and abscesses on the skin.)

    
    
    
Oils can be beneficial for your skin once you're damp and out of the shower, Negbenebor said. But it's important to remember that oil isn't a moisturizer, but a sealant. The water hydrates your skin, but the oil will lock in that moisture. 
"It's nice to hear about skincare routines that do involve both cleansing and also providing hydration," Dr. Lisa Akintilo, a dermatologist at NYU Langone Health, "because that's missing in a lot of people's skin care routine."

    
"Double cleansing" is unnecessary
Some influencers suggest that a skin care routine isn't complete without exfoliation and what's called double cleansing. 
The latter is typically reserved for facial skincare routines, especially when you're wearing makeup, and involves using an oil-based cleanser to break down makeup and excess oil followed by a water-based cleanser to remove any remaining residue. 
Experts said you don't need to bring that practice to the full body. 
"Not only do I not think that we need to double cleanse our skin ... people overuse soap all the time," Bunimovich said. "You should not be soaping up all of your skin, period." Instead, Bunimovich added, wash your privates and your skin folds. 

    
Exfoliate -- but not too much
Exfoliation is meant to remove dead skin cells off our body, and is good for our skin, experts said. But doing it daily could cause a mound of problems, especially if you have dry skin or skin conditions like eczema or acne. 
Manual exfoliation -- that is when you use a body scrub or a rougher loofah -- should be done sparingly to avoid irritation. 
If you see rashes on your skin after exfoliation, it may be a sign you're over doing it. 
A more gentle way of exfoliating is using products that have lactic or glycolic acid, dermatologists said, but not all the time.
Save water, shorten your shower

Showers account for nearly 17% of Americans' indoor water use, the Environmental Protection Agency says.
Multiple states in moderate to severe drought conditions have called for water conservation efforts this year -- including taking shorter showers. 
If you want to get clean and retain your natural oils, a lukewarm shower that gives you enough time to clean your body should do the trick in most cases.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content. 
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                    Lifestyle

    With confidence and support from each other, more women are redefining baldness as beautiful




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Aicha Soumaoro poses in West Chester, Pa., Friday, Oct. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Aicha Soumaoro poses for a photograph in West Chester, Pa., Friday, Oct. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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            Aicha Soumaoro poses for a photograph in West Chester, Pa., Friday, Oct. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Aicha Soumaoro poses in West Chester, Pa., Friday, Oct. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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            Aicha Soumaoro poses in West Chester, Pa., Friday, Oct. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Aicha Soumaoro poses in West Chester, Pa., Friday, Oct. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            CATHY BUSSEWITZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- "Being bald is sexy. It's an attitude. It's a luxury. It's a lifestyle."
That's how Brennan Nevada Johnson, who shaved her head voluntarily 14 years ago, opens the video podcast she launched last November to celebrate the advantages of choosing a bald look.
Sensuous, self-assured and glamorous are not the adjectives typically assigned to women with shorn hair. For centuries, many cultures have viewed long hair as a symbol of femininity, health and fertility. But more women are defying that traditional beauty standard and finding empowerment by baring their heads.
"Once you do it, it brings all this confidence into your life," Johnson, 34, said. "Whenever you see someone who's bald and not wearing a wig, just know that they have fully embraced themselves, and I think that's something that's really challenging to do." 

    
Her initial decision to go baldheaded was practical. Johnson played competitive volleyball in college and found the sweating she did on the court affected the expensive hair relaxing treatments she often had done. Once she started shaving off her hair, though, she was hooked. She was relieved to save money on salon trips. 
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[image: Kids from Ossie Wera Mitchell Middle School exit the bus in Birmingham, Ala. on Jan 20, 2009. (AP Photo/Butch Dill, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Age isn't everything when deciding if a child is ready to be home alone
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A family walks down a corridor at Lee Hall as college students begin moving in for the fall semester at N.C. State University in Raleigh, N.C., July 31, 2020. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The nest is empty: Parents grapple with mixed emotions after children move out
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                Why the search for meaning can cause 'purpose anxiety,' and what to do about it
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Johnson now owns a New York public relations firm. "Bald and Buzzed with Brennan," the video podcast she posts on YouTube, was an attempt to fill a void in social media content that affirmed bald people, especially women. She says she always thought baldness was sexy. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"It's such a fashion statement, and it's a really powerful look," Johnson said. 

    
    
    
Other women without hair, whether voluntarily or due to medical conditions, also have sought ways to support each other, attending conferences, joining "baldie" groups and swapping grooming and scalp care tips. 
"There's a whole community of us out there," said Dash Lopez, a content creator who posts a weekly video series of her shaving routine called "Fresh Cut Friday." "We need to talk about it because we do find comfort and empowerment and beauty in what some people think is weird."

    
Redefining beauty
Lopez said members of her family praised the long curly hair she had growing up. Some of her friends played with different hair colors and styles, but Lopez said she didn't have the same freedom. And she didn't enjoy detangling her hair or spending long afternoons at the salon. 
As soon as she turned 18 and could get a haircut without permission, she chopped her locks into a pixie cut. Then she shaved it all off during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
"It makes me feel powerful in the sense that I'm able to detach from the things that people place so much emphasis on," Lopez, 29, said. "I'm not sitting here planning, 'Oh my gosh, when am I going to get my next color appointment done? That's gonna cost me $300. Oh my gosh. I've got to get my hair done before I go to this event.'"
Lopez signed a contract with a modeling agency in 2020, a time when brands wanted to showcase diversity, she said. Back then, being bald worked for her professionally.
"There was an appreciation for quirks and if you had a gap in your tooth, if you had a bald head, if you had a face full of freckles, that's what casting directors were looking for," Lopez said. 

    
She noticed the tide shifting last year, when her bookings for modeling jobs decreased. "Let's be honest, the odds were stacked against me in the modeling world," Lopez said. "I was 5' 4'', 5' 5'' on paper, no hair."
A client suggested she wear wigs to land more work. Lopez did not want to do that or grow out her hair. Her modeling contract ended. Since then, she has shared glimpses of her life as a bald woman on Instagram and TikTok, where some of her videos have been watched millions of times. 
"I feel powerful in the sense that I'm making my own choices," Lopez said. "I'm doing it for my own self-empowerment, I am doing it from my own self-clarity, for a deeper understanding of what it is that I value, a deeper understanding of what beauty means to me."

    
Creating community
Many women are confronted with how they define beauty when they lose hair due to health conditions such as alopecia or during chemotherapy treatment for cancer.
Felicia Flores, a flight attendant who lives in Atlanta, was diagnosed in 2001 with alopecia, an autoimmune disorder that causes hair to fall out. Six years later, all her hair was gone. Initially, she wore wigs. 
Then she came across a group called The Baldie Movement on Facebook. "The ladies just really inspired me," Flores, 47, said. "They really did help to encourage me and give me strength, ... and they were just so confident."
She eventually decided to stop wearing wigs and embrace being bald in 2015, after a romantic breakup. "I was tired of lying. I felt like I was hiding something. I felt like I wasn't myself," she said. 
To help uplift and inspire other women, Flores founded an annual conference called Baldie Con. The fourth one drew drew more than 200 attendees to Atlanta last month for a fashion show, guest speakers, a jazz brunch and a black tie gala, she said. 

    
Managing reactions
Aicha Soumaoro, who works in Philadelphia as a nurse on weekdays and as a mechanic on weekends, said some of her patients call her "sir" instead of "ma'am," but she doesn't let it bother her. "It's new to them, girls that are bald." 
Soumaoro, 27, said that after she shaved her head, her mother told her that most men wouldn't want to marry a woman with no hair. She focuses instead on the compliments she's received while out in public, including "You wear it with confidence" and "Your face is gorgeous." 
"Being bald, it's like a boost of confidence out of nowhere," said Soumaoro, who cuts her hair every Sunday. "It's like a new skin, a new layer, a new personality. I just feel fresh. Like I was born again."
She also hikes on Sundays, savoring the feeling of cold breezes on her scalp. "Having that connection with Earth, it feels amazing," Soumaoro said. "I feel like I can hear everything more clearly. It's like I have a clear mindset when my head is bald." 
Tiffany Michael Thomas, an Atlanta-based performer who goes by the stage name Amor Lauren, shaved her head in a show of support when her mother was undergoing treatment for pancreatic cancer. 
After her mother died, Thomas continued receiving compliments from other women. She decided to keep the bald look. 
"Once I began to really embrace it, it just made me feel like I was unstoppable," Thomas, 37, said. "There's nothing that I have to hide behind anymore. ... It forced me to deal with all of my insecurities."
If you're thinking about shaving your head, don't hesitate, Thomas advises. Women tell her they're concerned that their head isn't the right shape, or they have a lump or a scar. "Do it without thought," she said. "Do it scared. Everything in life, just do it scared. The best way to get through that fear is to actually do it."
___

Send your wellness questions and story ideas to [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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                    Science

    Music could help ease pain from surgery or illness. Scientists are listening
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            Several recent studies have suggested that listening to music can either reduce the perception of pain or enhance a person's ability to tolerate it. Rod Salaysay is helping his patients one song at a time. (AP video by Javier Arciga)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nurse Rod Salaysay plays guitar for patient Richard Hoang in the recovery unit of UC San Diego Health in San Diego, Calif., on Sept. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Javier Arciga)]
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            CHRISTINA LARSON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Nurse Rod Salaysay works with all kinds of instruments in the hospital: a thermometer, a stethoscope and sometimes his guitar and ukulele.
In the recovery unit of UC San Diego Health, Salaysay helps patients manage pain after surgery. Along with medications, he offers tunes on request and sometimes sings. His repertoire ranges from folk songs in English and Spanish to Minuet in G Major and movie favorites like "Somewhere Over the Rainbow."
Patients often smile or nod along. Salaysay even sees changes in their vital signs like lower heart rate and blood pressure, and some may request fewer painkillers.
"There's often a cycle of worry, pain, anxiety in a hospital," he said, "but you can help break that cycle with music."
Salaysay is a one-man band, but he's not alone. Over the past two decades, live performances and recorded music have flowed into hospitals and doctors' offices as research grows on how songs can help ease pain. 
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[image: Kids from Ossie Wera Mitchell Middle School exit the bus in Birmingham, Ala. on Jan 20, 2009. (AP Photo/Butch Dill, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Age isn't everything when deciding if a child is ready to be home alone
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A family walks down a corridor at Lee Hall as college students begin moving in for the fall semester at N.C. State University in Raleigh, N.C., July 31, 2020. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome, File)]
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Scientists explore how music affects pain perception
The healing power of song may sound intuitive given music's deep roots in human culture. But the science of whether and how music dulls acute and chronic pain -- technically called music-induced analgesia -- is just catching up.
No one suggests that a catchy song can fully eliminate serious pain. But several recent studies, including in the journals Pain and Scientific Reports, have suggested that listening to music can either reduce the perception of pain or enhance a person's ability to tolerate it.
What seems to matter most is that patients -- or their families -- choose the music selections themselves and listen intently, not just as background noise.

    
How music can affect pain levels
"Pain is a really complex experience," said Adam Hanley, a psychologist at Florida State University. "It's created by a physical sensation, and by our thoughts about that sensation and emotional reaction to it."
Two people with the same condition or injury may feel vastly different levels of acute or chronic pain. Or the same person might experience pain differently from one day to the next.
Acute pain is felt when pain receptors in a specific part of the body -- like a hand touching a hot stove -- send signals to the brain, which processes the short-term pain. Chronic pain usually involves long-term structural or other changes to the brain, which heighten overall sensitivity to pain signals. Researchers are still investigating how this occurs.
"Pain is interpreted and translated by the brain," which may ratchet the signal up or down, said Dr. Gilbert Chandler, a specialist in chronic spinal pain at the Tallahassee Orthopedic Clinic. 
Researchers know music can draw attention away from pain, lessening the sensation. But studies also suggest that listening to preferred music helps dull pain more than listening to podcasts. 
"Music is a distractor. It draws your focus away from the pain. But it's doing more than that," said Caroline Palmer, a psychologist at McGill University who studies music and pain.
Scientists are still tracing the various neural pathways at work, said Palmer.
"We know that almost all of the brain becomes active when we engage in music," said Kate Richards Geller, a registered music therapist in Los Angeles. "That changes the perception and experience of pain -- and the isolation and anxiety of pain."

    
Music genres and active listening 
The idea of using recorded music to lessen pain associated with dental surgery began in the late 19th century before local anesthetics were available. Today researchers are studying what conditions make music most effective.
Researchers at Erasmus University Rotterdam in the Netherlands conducted a study on 548 participants to see how listening to five genres of music -- classical, rock, pop, urban and electronic -- extended their ability to withstand acute pain, as measured by exposure to very cold temperatures.
All music helped, but there was no single winning genre. 
"The more people listened to a favorite genre, the more they could endure pain," said co-author Dr. Emy van der Valk Bouman. "A lot of people thought that classical music would help them more. Actually, we are finding more evidence that what's best is just the music you like."

    
The exact reasons are still unclear, but it may be because familiar songs activate more memories and emotions, she said.
The simple act of choosing is itself powerful, said Claire Howlin, director of the Music and Health Psychology Lab at Trinity College Dublin, who co-authored a study that suggested allowing patients to select songs improved their pain tolerance. 
"It's one thing that people can have control over if they have a chronic condition -- it gives them agency," she said.
Active, focused listening also seems to matter.
Hanley, the Florida State psychologist, co-authored a preliminary study suggesting daily attentive listening might reduce chronic pain.
"Music has a way of lighting up different parts of the brain," he said, "so you're giving people this positive emotional bump that takes their mind away from the pain." 

    
It's a simple prescription with no side effects, some doctors now say.
Cecily Gardner, a jazz singer in Culver City, California, said she used music to help get through a serious illness and has sung to friends battling pain.
"Music reduces stress, fosters community," she said, "and just transports you to a better place."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    'Why? Why? Why?' Ukraine's Mariupol descends into despair




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 30 | 
            Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MSTYSLAV CHERNOV, EVGENIY MALOLETKA and LORI HINNANT

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
        
    

                                        MARIUPOL, Ukraine (AP) -- The bodies of the children all lie here, dumped into this narrow trench hastily dug into the frozen earth of Mariupol to the constant drumbeat of shelling. 
There's 18-month-old Kirill, whose shrapnel wound to the head proved too much for his little toddler's body. There's 16-year-old Iliya, whose legs were blown up in an explosion during a soccer game at a school field. There's the girl no older than 6  who wore the pajamas with cartoon unicorns, among the first of Mariupol's children to die from a Russian shell. 
They are stacked together with dozens of others in this mass grave on the outskirts of the city. A man covered in a bright blue tarp, weighed down by stones at the crumbling curb. A woman wrapped in a red and gold bedsheet, her legs neatly bound at the ankles with a scrap of white fabric. Workers toss the bodies in as fast as they can, because the less time they spend in the open, the better their own chances of survival.

    
"The only thing (I want) is for this to be finished," raged worker Volodymyr Bykovskyi, pulling crinkling black body bags from a truck. "Damn them all, those people who started this!" 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
More bodies will come, from streets where they are everywhere and from the hospital basement where adults and children are laid out awaiting someone to pick them up. The youngest still has an umbilical stump attached. 

    
    
    
Each airstrike and shell that relentlessly pounds Mariupol -- about one a minute at times -- drives home the curse of a geography that has put the city squarely in the path of Russia's domination of Ukraine. This southern seaport of 430,000 has become a symbol of Russian President Vladimir Putin's drive to crush democratic Ukraine -- but also of a fierce resistance on the ground. 
In the nearly three weeks since Russia's war began, two Associated Press journalists have been the only international media present in Mariupol, chronicling its fall into chaos and despair. The city is now encircled by Russian soldiers, who are slowly squeezing the life out of it, one blast at a time.

    
Several  appeals for humanitarian corridors to evacuate civilians went unheeded, until Ukrainian officials said Wednesday that about 30,000 people had fled in convoys of cars. Airstrikes and shells have hit the maternity hospital, the fire department, homes, a church, a field outside a school. For the estimated hundreds of thousands who remain, there is quite simply nowhere to go. 
The surrounding roads are mined and the port blocked. Food is running out, and the Russians have stopped humanitarian attempts to bring it in. Electricity is mostly gone and water is sparse, with residents melting snow to drink. Some parents have even left their newborns at the hospital, perhaps hoping to give them a chance at life in the one place with decent electricity and water.
People burn scraps of furniture in makeshift grills to warm their hands in the freezing cold and cook what little food there still is. The grills themselves are built with the one thing in plentiful supply: bricks and shards of metal scattered in the streets from destroyed buildings. 

    
Death is everywhere. Local officials have tallied more than 2,500 deaths in the siege, but many bodies can't be counted because of the endless shelling. They have told families to leave their dead outside in the streets because it's too dangerous to hold funerals. 
Many of the deaths documented by the AP were of children and mothers, despite Russia's claims that civilians haven't been attacked.

    
    
    
"They have a clear order to hold Mariupol hostage, to mock it, to constantly bomb and shell it," Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on March 10. 
Just weeks ago, Mariupol's future seemed much brighter. 
If geography drives a city's destiny, Mariupol was on the path to success, with its thriving iron and steel plants, a deep-water port and high global demand for both. Even the dark weeks of 2014, when the city nearly fell to Russia-backed separatists in vicious street battles, were fading into memory. 

    
    
    

    
And so the first few days of the invasion had a perverse familiarity for many residents. About 100,000 people left at that time while they still could, according to Serhiy Orlov, the deputy mayor. But most stayed put, figuring they could wait out whatever came next or eventually make their way west like so many others. 
"I felt more fear in 2014, I don't feel the same panic now," Anna Efimova said as she shopped for supplies at a market on Feb. 24. "There is no panic. There's nowhere to run, where can we run?" 
That same day, a Ukrainian military radar and airfield were among the first targets of Russian artillery. Shelling and airstrikes could and did come at any moment, and people spent most of their time in shelters. Life was hardly normal, but it was livable. 
By Feb. 27, that started to change, as an ambulance raced into a city hospital carrying a small motionless girl, not yet 6. Her brown hair was pulled back off her pale face with a rubber band, and her pajama pants were bloodied by Russian shelling. 

    
Her wounded father came with her, his head bandaged. Her mother stood outside the ambulance, weeping. 
As the doctors and nurses huddled around her, one gave her an injection. Another shocked her with a defibrillator. A doctor in blue scrubs, pumping oxygen into her, looked straight into the camera of an AP journalist allowed inside and cursed. 
"Show this to Putin," he stormed with expletive-laced fury. "The eyes of this child and crying doctors." 
They couldn't save her. Doctors covered the tiny body with her pink striped jacket and gently closed her eyes. She now rests in the mass grave. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
The same geography that for so long worked in Mariupol's favor had turned against it. The city stands squarely between regions controlled by the Russia-backed separatists -- about 10 kilometers (six miles) to the east at the closest point -- and the Crimean Peninsula annexed by Russia in 2014. The capture of Mariupol would give the Russians a clear land corridor all the way through, controlling the Sea of Azov. 
As February ended, the siege began. Ignoring the danger, or restless, or perhaps just feeling invincible as teenagers do, a group of boys met up a few days later, on March 2, to play soccer on a pitch outside a school. 
A bomb exploded. The blast tore through Iliya's legs. 
The odds were against him, and increasingly against the city. The electricity went out yet again, as did most mobile networks. Without communications, medics had to guess which hospitals could still handle the wounded and which roads could still be navigated to reach them. 
Iliya couldn't be saved. His father, Serhii, dropped down, hugged his dead boy's head and wailed out his grief. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 4, it was yet another child in the emergency room -- Kirill, the toddler struck in the head by shrapnel. His mother and stepfather bundled him in a blanket. They hoped for the best, and then endured the worst. 
"Why? Why? Why?" his sobbing mother, Marina Yatsko, asked in the hospital hallway, as medical workers looked on helplessly. She tenderly unwrapped the blanket around her lifeless child to kiss him and inhale his scent one last time, her dark hair falling over him. 
That was the day the darkness settled in for good -- a blackout in both power and knowledge. Ukrainian television and radio were cut, and car stereos became the only link to the outside world. They played Russian news, describing a world that couldn't be further from the reality in Mariupol.
As it sunk in that there was truly no escape, the mood of the city changed. It didn't take long for grocery store shelves to empty. Mariupol's residents cowered by night in underground shelters and emerged by day to grab what they could before scurrying underground again. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 6, in the way of desperate people everywhere, they turned on each other. On one street lined with darkened stores, people smashed windows, pried open metal shutters, grabbed what they could. 
A man who had broken into a store found himself face to face with the furious shopkeeper, caught red-handed with a child's rubber ball. 
"You bastard, you stole that ball now. Put the ball back. Why did you even come here?" she demanded. Shame written on his face, he tossed the ball into a corner and fled. 
Nearby, a soldier emerged from another looted store, on the verge of tears. 
"People, please be united. ... This is your home. Why are you smashing windows, why are you stealing from your shops?" he pleaded, his voice breaking. 
Yet another attempt to negotiate an evacuation failed. A crowd formed at one of the roads leading away from the city, but a police officer blocked their path. 
"Everything is mined, the ways out of town are being shelled," he told them. "Trust me, I have family at home, and I am also worried about them. Unfortunately, the maximum security for all of us is to be inside the city, underground and in the shelters." 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]
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And that's where Goma Janna could be found that night, weeping beside an oil lamp that threw light but not enough heat to take the chill off the basement room. She wore a scarf and a cheery turquoise snowflake sweater as she roughly rubbed the tears from her face, one side at a time. Behind her, beyond the small halo of light, a small group of women and children crouched in the darkness, trembling at the explosions above. 
"I want my home, I want my job. I'm so sad about people and about the city, the children," she sobbed. 
This agony fits in with Putin's goals. The siege is a military tactic popularized in medieval times and designed to crush a population through starvation and violence, allowing an attacking force to spare its own soldiers the cost of entering a hostile city. Instead, civilians are the ones left to die, slowly and painfully. 
Putin has refined the tactic during his years in power, first in the Chechen city of Grozny in 2000 and then in the Syrian city of Aleppo in 2016. He reduced both to ruins.
"It epitomizes Russian warfare, what we see now in terms of the siege," said Mathieu Boulegue, a researcher for Chatham House's Russia program. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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By March 9, the sound of Russian fighter jets in Mariupol was enough to send people screaming for cover -- anything to avoid the airstrikes they knew would follow, even if they didn't know where.
The jets rumbled across the sky, this time decimating the maternity hospital. They left a crater two stories deep in the courtyard. 
Rescuers rushed a pregnant woman through the rubble and light snow as she stroked her bloodied belly, face blanched and head lolling listlessly to the side. Her baby was dying inside her, and she knew it, medics said. 
"Kill me now!" she screamed, as they struggled to save her life at another hospital even closer to the front line. 
The baby was born dead. A half-hour later, the mother died too. The doctors had no time to learn either of their names.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
Another pregnant woman, Mariana Vishegirskaya, was waiting to give birth at the maternity hospital when the strike hit. Her brow and cheek bloodied, she clutched her belongings in a plastic bag and navigated the debris-strewn stairs in polka-dot pajamas. Outside the ruined hospital, she stared motionless with wide blue eyes at the crackling flames. 
Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shellfire. Baby Veronika drew her first breath on March 10. 
The two women -- one dead and one a mother -- have since become the symbol of their blackened, burning hometown. Facing worldwide condemnation, Russian officials claimed that the maternity hospital had been taken over by far-right Ukrainian forces to use as a base and emptied of patients and nurses. 
In two tweets, the Russian Embassy in London posted side-by-side images of AP photos with the word "FAKE" over them in red text. They claimed that the maternity hospital had long been out of operation, and that Vishegirskaya was an actress playing a role. Twitter has since removed the tweets, saying they violated its rules. 

    
    
    
The AP reporters in Mariupol who documented the attack in video and photos saw nothing to indicate the hospital was used as anything other than a hospital. There is also nothing to suggest Vishegirskaya, a Ukrainian beauty blogger from Mariupol, was anything but a patient. Veronika's birth attests to the pregnancy that her mother carefully documented on Instagram, including one post in which she is wearing the polka-dot pajamas. 
Two days after Veronika was born, four Russian tanks emblazoned with the letter Z took up position near the hospital where she and her mother were recovering. An AP journalist was among a group of medical workers who came under sniper fire, with one hit in the hip. 
The windows rattled, and the hallways were lined with people with nowhere else to go. Anastasia Erashova wept and trembled as she held a sleeping child. Shelling had just killed her other child as well as her brother's child, and Erashova's scalp was encrusted with blood. 
"I don't know where to run to," she cried out, her anguish growing with every sob. "Who will bring back our children? Who?" 
By early this week, Russian forces had seized control of the building entirely, trapping medics and patients inside and using it as a base, according to a doctor there and local officials.
Orlov, the deputy mayor, predicted worse is soon to come. Most of the city remains trapped.

"Our defenders will defend to the last bullet," he said. "But people are dying without water and food, and I think in the next several days we will count hundreds and thousands of deaths."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
___
Hinnant reported from Paris. Vasylisa Stepanenko contributed to this report, along with Andrew Meldrum in Cape Town, South Africa.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the Ukraine crisis at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-mariupol-descends-into-despair-708cb8f4a171ce3f1c1b0b8d090e38e3
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    Democrats are becoming a force in traditionally conservative The Villages




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves an American flag and cheers as she participates in a golf cart parade following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves an American flag and cheers as she participates in a golf cart parade following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell) -
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            REBECCA BLACKWELL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        THE VILLAGES, Fla. (AP) -- The Villages, one of the world's largest retirement communities, has long been known as a conservative stronghold. In the past, left-leaning residents of the central Florida enclave tended to keep their views to themselves, fearing they might be kicked out of their golf group, excluded from the mahjong club, or disinvited from a neighborhood pool party. 
But Vice President Kamala Harris' emergence as the Democratic Party's presidential candidate has given the small, but enthusiastic group a boost of confidence and a push into the light.
"They are beginning to realize that they have a voice and they can use it," said Diane Foley, president of the Villages Democratic Club, which has seen its membership nearly double since the 2020 election cycle, to around 1,500 people.
Prior to that time, she noted, "Democrats have been inclined to be quiet and to not broadcast their political preferences because we were so overwhelmed by the Republican party." 
Parades of golf carts decorated in support of Harris have rolled through the streets, and second gentleman Doug Emhoff recently paid a visit. Meanwhile, Democrats opting to wear a T-shirt or put up a lawn sign in favor of Harris have had neighbors approach them with relief, saying, "We thought we were the only ones."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joe Dubman takes a picture of friends Chris Stanley, wearing an "I have concepts of a plan" T-shirt poking fun at the recent debate performance of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, and Dee Melvin, wearing a shirt showing support for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, as a group of Democratic friends participate in their regular brunch meet-up, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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Still, most say they choose not to talk politics openly, to avoid tension in Wildwood-The Villages, the official name of this census-designated, master-planned metro area of more than 151,000 people. 
"You want to get along with your neighbors. They're nice people. So we just don't talk about it," says Foley. 
Retired lawyer Howard Underwood, 71, and his wife, Janet, 74, were Republicans for four decades until Donald Trump became the candidate in 2016. 

"We've made common cause with the Democrats, even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," says Underwood, who is now not affiliated with either major party but has volunteered with the Democrats club to support Harris.

Underwood won't go so far as to put a bumper sticker on his car for fear of blowback, but he acknowledges that the political atmosphere is changing, however slightly. 
"Democrats in The Villages has kind of become a thing," he said with a laugh.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wearing matching Harris-Walz T-shirts, Glen Smith, 62, and his wife Suzi, 64, play pickleball with other members of The Villages Democratic Club, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The Smiths say that friends questioned why they would choose to move to such a conservative enclave. "Somebody has to infiltrate," joked Suzi. "Most of our best friends are conservative." Adds Glen, "We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    Most of our best friends are conservative. We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it."


                    
                        - Glen Smith

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Trump flag flies from the home of Dave Farraday, a 74-year-old retired utility worker from Pennsylvania, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Farraday, who registered to vote for the first time in 2016 to support Donald Trump, will again vote for the former President and Republican presidential nominee, over economic issues, but says he would have preferred different candidates to run. Two homes on his street have lawn signs supporting Harris, but Farraday says political differences don't get in the way of neighborliness. "We're all here for one reason, we're retired," he said. "We're relaxing...trying to." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: An aerial view shows homes in the sprawling retirement community known as The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    An aerial view shows homes in the sprawling retirement community known as The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        


         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Allan Weseman, a retired sports car mechanic, feeds his macaws Kayko, left, and Cranky Clifford, as he waits to show them to interested passersby in Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Weseman, who lives outside The Villages with five macaws, often comes to one of the town squares to find people to share his passion with, letting interested passerby hold friendly Kayko on their arm and take pictures with the birds. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Allan Weseman, a retired sports car mechanic, feeds his macaws Kayko, left, and Cranky Clifford, as he waits to show them to interested passersby in Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lobbyist Barbara DeVane attends a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club to encourage the community's members to vote "yes" on a ballot amendment which would legalize recreational marijuana use for people over 21, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Lobbyist Barbara DeVane attends a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club to encourage the community's members to vote "yes" on a ballot amendment which would legalize recreational marijuana use for people over 21, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris await the arrival of second gentleman Doug Emhoff, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris await the arrival of second gentleman Doug Emhoff, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." Now independents, "We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," said Howard. "The alternative is unthinkable." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." They are now independents. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things... The alternative is unthinkable."


                    
                        - Howard Underwood

                    
                
            

        

    





         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Shelly Newman, 73, who uses a walker due to impaired balance, makes canvassing calls to other Villagers to encourage voter turnout, in her bedroom in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Newman and her husband moved to The Villages in 2013. "When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish," said Newman. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Shelly Newman, 73, who uses a walker due to impaired balance, makes canvassing calls to other Villagers to encourage voter turnout, in her bedroom in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. Newman and her husband moved to The Villages in 2013. "When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish," said Newman. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

    
        
            

                
                    When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish,"


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A retired government worker who preferred not to give her name drives a golf cart decorated with a "Harris for President" sign in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A retired government worker who preferred not to give her name drives a golf cart decorated with a "Harris for President" sign in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        


    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Stickers for the Democratic party adorn the walker of Shelly Newman, 73, as she leaves a meeting of The Villages Democratic Club, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. Newman says people see her stickers and approach her, whispering "You're a Democrat too?" Newman tells them, "Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Stickers for the Democratic party adorn the walker of Shelly Newman, 73, as she leaves a meeting of The Villages Democratic Club, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. Newman says people see her stickers and approach her, whispering "You're a Democrat too?" (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too."


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sign depicting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris alongside the three most recent presidents, from left, Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, decorates a golf cart windshield during a Harris campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A sign depicting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris alongside the three most recent presidents, from left, Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, decorates a golf cart windshield during a Harris campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    There was no effort until Harris came on... It was general depression. No one wanted to get involved."


                    
                        - Villages Democratic Club president Diane Foley


                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Independent voter Patricia Coe, 82, speaks with Diane Foley, president of The Villages Democratic Club, as Foley canvasses at the homes of registered Democrats and of independents who might be open to voting for a Democrat, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Independent voter Patricia Coe, 82, speaks with Diane Foley, president of The Villages Democratic Club, as Foley canvasses at the homes of registered Democrats and of independents who might be open to voting for a Democrat, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    We have gotten death threats about who we are going to vote for,"


                    
                        - Independent voter Patricia Coe

                    
                
            

        

    





    

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024.  (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        


    
        
        
    
        


        


    




 


    

    
    
    


    
    
        
            
                
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lesley, left, and Matt Dzik, pose for a portrait, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024, in Urbana, Ill. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






            
        
    

    
       

        
    



  
    
        
            
                
                The Americans photo essay series
            

        
    
      





        



    
        Visually-led storytelling featuring U.S. voters and the issues that matter most to them in the upcoming U.S. election.

AP has photo and video journalists in every region of the U.S. In the run up to the U.S. election, the team is collaborating on a series of visual stories about U.S. voters in their local communities.

    



        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        

    

    



    



                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/energized-democrats-conservative-villages-harris-emhoff-320a1cff9d66d806c41bc3dee9210975
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                    Climate

    American e-waste is causing a 'hidden tsunami' in Southeast Asia, report says




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Thai officials show samples of illegally imported electronic waste from the United States which they said they seized at Bangkok Port during a press conference in Bangkok, Thailand, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit), File)]
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            Thai officials show samples of illegally imported electronic waste from the United States which they said they seized at Bangkok Port during a press conference in Bangkok, Thailand, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit), File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An e -waste collector uses a cleaver to remove copper wire from a device in Nhat Tao market, the largest informal recycling market in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, Jan. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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            An e -waste collector uses a cleaver to remove copper wire from a device in Nhat Tao market, the largest informal recycling market in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, Jan. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE -Used charging cables and power adapters are piled up at a shop in Nhat Tao market, the largest informal recycling market in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, Jan. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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            FILE -Used charging cables and power adapters are piled up at a shop in Nhat Tao market, the largest informal recycling market in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, Jan. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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            ANIRUDDHA GHOSAL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        HANOI, Vietnam (AP) -- Millions of tons of discarded electronics from the United States are being shipped overseas, much of it to developing countries in Southeast Asia unprepared to safely handle hazardous waste, according to a new report released Wednesday by an environmental watchdog.
The Seattle-based Basel Action Network, or BAN, said a two-year investigation found at least 10 U.S. companies exporting used electronics to Asia and the Middle East, in what it says is a "hidden tsunami" of electronic waste.
"This new, almost invisible tsunami of e-waste, is taking place ... padding already lucrative profit margins of the electronics recycling sector while allowing a major portion of the American public's and corporate IT equipment to be surreptitiously exported to and processed under harmful conditions in Southeast Asia," the report said.

    
Growing e-waste
Electronic waste, or e-waste, includes discarded devices like phones and computers containing both valuable materials and toxic metals like lead, cadmium and mercury. As gadgets are replaced faster, global e-waste is growing five times quicker than it's formally recycled.
The world produced a record 62 million metric tons in 2022. That's expected to climb to 82 million by 2030, according to the United Nations' International Telecommunication Union and its research arm, UNITAR. 

    
    
    
Toxic chemicals
That American e-waste adds to the burden for Asia, which already produces nearly half the world's total. Much of it is dumped in landfills, leaching toxic chemicals into the environment. Some ends up in informal scrapyards, where workers burn or dismantle devices by hand, often without protection, releasing toxic fumes and scrap.
About 2,000 containers -- roughly 33,000 metric tons (36,376 U.S. tons) -- of used electronics leave U.S. ports every month, according to the report. It said the companies behind the shipments, described as "e-waste brokers," typically don't recycle the waste themselves but send it to companies in developing countries.

    
Response to the report
The companies identified in the report include Attan Recycling, Corporate eWaste Solutions or CEWS, Creative Metals Group, EDM, First America Metal Corp., GEM Iron and Metal Inc., Greenland Resource, IQA Metals, PPM Recycling and Semsotai.
Six of the companies didn't immediately respond to emailed requests for comment.
Semsotai told The Associated Press that it doesn't export scrap, only working components for reuse. It accused BAN of bias. 
PPM Recycling told The Associated Press that its warehouses in California and Texas ship only aluminum and other non-iron metals to Malaysia. It said BAN had exaggerated shipment volumes, adding that it used accurate trade codes and followed U.S. and international rules.
Greenland Resource told The Associated Press it took the allegations seriously and was reviewing the matter internally and couldn't comment further without seeing the report.
CEWS said it follows strict environmental standards, but some aspects of where and how recycled materials are handled are industrial secrets.

    
Value of more than $1 billion
The report estimated that between January 2023 and February 2025, the 10 companies exported more than 10,000 containers of potential e-waste valued at over $1 billion, the report said. Industrywide, such trade could top $200 million a month. 
Eight of the 10 identified companies hold R2V3 certifications -- an industry standard meant to ensure electronics are recycled safely and responsibly, raising questions about the value of such a certification, the report said. 
Several companies operate out of California, despite the state's strict e-waste laws requiring full reporting and proper downstream handling of electronic and universal waste.
International treaty
Many e-waste containers go to countries that have banned such imports under the Basel Convention, which is an international treaty that bars hazardous waste trade from non-signatories like the U.S., the only industrialized nation yet to ratify it.
The nonprofit said its review of government and private trade records from ships and customs officials showed shipments were often declared under trade codes that did not match those for electronic waste, such as "commodity materials" like raw metals or other recyclable goods to evade detection. Such classifications were "highly unlikely" given how the companies publicly describe their operations, the report said.

    
Landfills and pollution
Tony R. Walker, who studies global waste trade at the Dalhousie University's School for Resource and Environmental Studies in Halifax in Canada, said he wasn't surprised that e-waste continues to evade regulation. While some devices can be legally traded if functional, most such exports to developing nations are broken or obsolete and mislabeled, bound for landfills that pollute the environment and have little market value, he said.
He pointed to Malaysia -- a Basel Convention signatory identified in the report as the primary destination for U.S. e-waste -- saying the country would be overwhelmed by that volume, in addition to waste from other wealthy nations.
"It simply means the country is being overwhelmed with what is essentially pollution transfer from other nations," he said.

    
'Mecca of junk'
The report estimates that U.S. e-waste shipments may have made up about 6% of all U.S. exports to the country from 2023 to 2025. After China banned imports of foreign waste in 2017, many Chinese businesses shifted their operations to Southeast Asia, using family and business ties to secure permits. 
"Malaysia suddenly became this mecca of junk," said Jim Puckett of the Basel Action Network. 
Containers were also sent to Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines and the UAE, despite bans under the Basel Convention and national laws, the report added.
In countries receiving this U.S. e-waste, "undocumented workers desperate for jobs" toil in makeshift facilities, inhaling toxic fumes as they strip wires, melt plastics and dismantle devices without protection, the report said.
Efforts to control illegal imports
Authorities in Thailand and Malaysia have stepped up efforts to curb illegal imports of U.S. e-waste. 
In May, Thai authorities seized 238 tons of U.S. e-waste at Bangkok's port seized 238 tons of U.S. scrap at Bangkok's port while Malaysian authorities confiscated e-waste worth $118 million in nationwide raids in June. 
Most of the facilities in Malaysia were illegal and lacked environmental safeguards, said SiPeng Wong, of Malaysia's Center to Combat Corruption & Cronyism.
Exporting e-waste from rich nations to developing nations strains local facilities, overwhelms efforts to manage domestic waste and is a form of "waste colonialism," she said.
___

This story has been corrected to show that one of the companies identified in the report is called First America Metal Corp., not First American Metals.
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                    Climate

    One of the world's rarest whales that makes the Atlantic its home grows in population




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by NOAA shows a North Atlantic right whale in the waters off New England on May 25, 2024. (NOAA via AP, File)]
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            This image provided by NOAA shows a North Atlantic right whale in the waters off New England on May 25, 2024. (NOAA via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A North Atlantic right whale feeds on the surface of Cape Cod bay off the coast of Plymouth, Mass., March 28, 2018. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)]
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            A North Atlantic right whale feeds on the surface of Cape Cod bay off the coast of Plymouth, Mass., March 28, 2018. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A pair of North Atlantic right whales interact at the surface of Cape Cod Bay on March 27, 2023, in Massachusetts. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File, NOAA permit # 21371)]
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            A pair of North Atlantic right whales interact at the surface of Cape Cod Bay on March 27, 2023, in Massachusetts. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File, NOAA permit # 21371)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            PATRICK WHITTLE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        PORTLAND, Maine (AP) -- One of the rarest whales on the planet has continued an encouraging trend of population growth in the wake of new efforts to protect the giant animals, according to scientists who study them.
The North Atlantic right whale now numbers an estimated 384 animals, up eight whales from the previous year, according to a report by the North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium released Tuesday. The whales have shown a trend of slow population growth over the past four years and have gained more than 7% of their 2020 population, the consortium said.
It's a welcome development in the wake of a troubling decline in the previous decade. The population of the whales, which are vulnerable to collisions with ships and entanglement in fishing gear, fell about 25% from 2010 to 2020.

    
The whale's trend toward recovery is a testament to the importance of conservation measures, said Philip Hamilton, a senior scientist with the New England Aquarium's Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean Life. The center and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration collaborate to calculate the population estimate.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A pair of North Atlantic right whales interact at the surface of Cape Cod Bay on March 27, 2023, in Massachusetts. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File, NOAA permit # 21371)]
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New management measures in Canada that attempt to keep the whales safe amid their increased presence in the Gulf of St. Lawrence have been especially important, Hamilton said.



    
        




    




"We know that a modest increase every year, if we can sustain it, will lead to population growth," Hamilton said. "It's just whether or not we can sustain it."

    
    
    
Scientists have cautioned in recent years that the whale's slow recovery is happening at a time when the giant animals still face threats from accidental deaths, and that stronger conservation measures are needed. But there are also reasons to believe the whales are turning a corner in terms of low reproduction numbers, Hamilton said.
The whales are less likely to reproduce when they have suffered injuries or are underfed, scientists have said. That has emerged as a problem for the whale because they aren't producing enough babies to sustain their population, they've said.

    
However, this year four mother whales had calves for the first time, Hamilton said. And some other, established mother whales had shorter intervals between calves, he said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by NOAA shows a North Atlantic right whale in the waters off New England on May 25, 2024. (NOAA via AP, File)]
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In total, 11 calves were born, which is less than researchers had hoped for, but the entry of new females into the reproductive pool is encouraging, Hamilton said.
And any number of calves is helpful in a year of no mortalities, said Heather Pettis, who leads the right whale research program at Cabot Center and chairs the North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium.
"The slight increase in the population estimate, coupled with no detected mortalities and fewer detected injuries than in the last several years, leaves us cautiously optimistic about the future of North Atlantic right whales," Pettis said. "What we've seen before is this population can turn on a dime."
The whales were hunted to the brink of extinction during the era of commercial whaling. They have been federally protected for decades.
The whales migrate every year from calving grounds off Florida and Georgia to feeding grounds off New England and Canada. Some scientists have said the warming of the ocean has made that journey more dangerous because the whales have had to stray from established protected areas in search of food.
Environmental groups warned Tuesday that the whales are still on the brink of extinction and need more aggressive protection to fully recover.

"Continued attacks on the Marine Mammal Protection Act and efforts to weaken NOAA's science-based safeguards put this fragile population at even greater risk. We need Congress to uphold, not undermine, the laws, programs, and experts that give North Atlantic right whales a fighting chance for continued survival," said Gib Brogan, senior campaign director with Oceana.
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    What Americans think about the environmental impact of AI, according to a new poll




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A motorist drives past the CHS oil refinery Sept. 28, 2024, in McPherson, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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[image: A Tesla car charges at a home in San Francisco, Aug. 25, 2022. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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[image: Vehicles drive along a highway July 30, 2025, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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[image: The charging status screen is shown on a Tesla car at a home in San Francisco, Aug. 25, 2022. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As the United States rapidly builds massive data centers for the development of artificial intelligence, many Americans are concerned about the environmental impact. 
Worries about how AI will affect the environment surpass concerns about other industries that worsen climate change, according to a new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research and the Energy Policy Institute at the University of Chicago. 
The results of the poll, conducted in September, suggest that as AI reshapes work, communication and culture, it's also sparking anxieties about how the growing energy demands could further harm the environment.
It takes massive amounts of electricity to power AI. Electricity consumption from data centers is set to more than double globally by 2030, according to the International Energy Agency. The United States accounts for by far the largest share of the projected increase, followed by China. In many places, the electricity for data centers will come from power plants that burn coal, oil and natural gas. Burning these fossil fuels for electricity emits carbon dioxide, trapping heat in the atmosphere and warming the planet. 

    
The energy needs are so large that major technology companies are investing in next-generation nuclear technology, which can produce electricity without emissions, and quietly scaling back their own goals to cut carbon pollution. 



    
        




    




Aidan Collins, a 26-year-old Democrat in New York, said in his view, AI uses an "absurd amount" of energy.
"Using all this energy and contributing to climate change in a bad way, it all just seems very awful to me," he said. 

    
More worries about AI's environmental impact than meat and aviation
President Donald Trump unveiled a plan this summer for America's "global dominance" in artificial intelligence, which included cutting back environmental regulations to speed up the construction of AI supercomputers. The U.S. Department of Energy has identified federal sites where tech companies could build data centers to power AI. Trump, a Republican, has made sweeping strides to prioritize fossil fuels for electricity generation and hinder renewable energy projects. 
About 4 in 10 U.S. adults say they are "extremely" or "very" concerned about the environmental impacts of AI. That's higher than the share of Americans who are highly concerned about the environmental impact of the cryptocurrency, meat production and air travel industries, all of which contribute to climate change and cause environmental harm. Bitcoin mining uses enormous amounts of electricity. Livestock produce methane, a powerful greenhouse gas. And when airplanes burn jet fuel, it releases carbon dioxide.

    
    
    
Like Collins, several Americans said in follow-up interviews that they are worried about the energy and water required to power AI. Data centers need a tremendous amount of water to keep cool. Some communities strongly oppose data centers because they demand so much energy and water. 
Aaron Gunnoe, a 29-year-old independent in Ohio, said he's very concerned about the increasing electricity demand, when much of it is supplied by fossil fuels. 
"They haven't done anything in the way of offsetting it cleanly," he said. "They just keep building more and more."

    
Democrats are more likely than Republicans to be highly worried
Democrats are particularly likely to be concerned about the environmental impacts of AI. 
"I feel like it's going to be a greater and greater burden," said Amy Fennewald, a 61-year-old Democrat in Minnesota.
But while about half of Democrats are "extremely" or "very" concerned, so are about one-third of independents and Republicans. Raymond Suarez, a 60-year-old living in Florida, considers himself a "strong" Republican. He fears data centers will be built on land that should be preserved or used for other things, such as farming, and he worries AI is becoming too pervasive.
"For them to uptick it and for them to think it's a great thing, no, it's not," he said. 
On the other hand, James Horner said he's not at all concerned about the environmental impacts. The 52-year-old Republican living in South Carolina said he thinks artificial intelligence will be the solution to its own energy problem -- it will show how clean energy can be built in an efficient, profitable way, and clean energy will be used to power AI. 

    
"It's going to help everybody," he said. "I think it's going to be able to figure out these processes happening in our body that scientists, as smart as they are, haven't figured out yet. With supercomputers taking all that data, I think it will help everything, health care, the environment. If it's used correctly, it will do good." 

    
The expected legacy of AI is more negative than positive
Americans are more likely to think that over the next decade, artificial intelligence will do more to hurt than help the environment, the economy and society as a whole.
Doug Bowen, a 79-year-old moderate Republican living in Kansas, said he thinks artificial intelligence will do more to hurt. The demand on the planet's resources will be greater as AI and the number of companies involved in the field grow, he said. 
Americans are divided on whether AI will do more to help or hurt them personally. About one-quarter say AI will do more to help them, and about the same share say it will do more to hurt them. About half say that it won't make a difference in their lives or that they are unsure.
Amanda Hernandez, a 24-year-old Democrat in California, said she grew concerned after watching TikTok videos about the immense energy and water demands. Hernandez said she thinks she will be personally hurt by AI because she works as a cashier at a fast food restaurant. 
"I'm more concerned, as AI continues to grow and advance, that we're just not going to need any cashiers or customer service people altogether," she said. 
Fennewald, in Minnesota, said she doesn't know whether she will be personally helped or hurt by AI in the future.
"I think it's a black box. I don't know how we can know," she said. "We really have no idea what's ahead."
___
McDermott reported from Providence, R.I.
___
The AP-NORC poll of 3,154 adults was conducted Sept. 2-18, 2025, using a combined sample of interviews from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population, and interviews from opt-in online panels. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 2.4 percentage points. The AmeriSpeak panel is recruited randomly using address-based sampling methods, and respondents later were interviewed online or by phone. To incorporate the nonprobability sample, NORC used TrueNorth calibration, an innovative hybrid calibration approach developed at NORC to explicitly account for potential bias associated with the nonprobability sample.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find the AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of artificial intelligence at https://apnews.com/hub/artificial-intelligence.
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    COVID-19 vaccines may help some cancer patients fight tumors
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            People with advanced lung or skin cancer who were taking certain immunotherapy drugs lived substantially longer if they also got a Pfizer or Moderna shot within 100 days of starting treatment, according to preliminary research.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A healthcare worker prepares a shot of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine in La Paz, Bolivia, Jan. 7, 2025. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The most widely used COVID-19 vaccines may offer a surprise benefit for some cancer patients - revving up their immune systems to help fight tumors.
People with advanced lung or skin cancer who were taking certain immunotherapy drugs lived substantially longer if they also got a Pfizer or Moderna shot within 100 days of starting treatment, according to preliminary research being reported Wednesday in the journal Nature.
And it had nothing to do with virus infections.
Instead, the molecule that powers those specific vaccines, mRNA, appears to help the immune system respond better to the cutting-edge cancer treatment, concluded researchers from MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston and the University of Florida.
The vaccine "acts like a siren to activate immune cells throughout the body," said lead researcher Dr. Adam Grippin of MD Anderson. "We're sensitizing immune-resistant tumors to immune therapy."

    
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has raised skepticism about mRNA vaccines, cutting $500 million in funding for some uses of the technology.
But this research team found its results so promising that it is preparing a more rigorous study to see if mRNA coronavirus vaccines should be paired with cancer drugs called checkpoint inhibitors -- an interim step while it designs new mRNA vaccines for use in cancer.



    
        




    




A healthy immune system often kills cancer cells before they become a threat. But some tumors evolve to hide from immune attack. Checkpoint inhibitors remove that cloak. It's a powerful treatment - when it works. Some people's immune cells still don't recognize the tumor.

    
    
    
Messenger RNA, or mRNA, is naturally found in every cell and it contains genetic instructions for our bodies to make proteins. While best known as the Nobel Prize-winning technology behind COVID-19 vaccines, scientists have long been trying to create personalized mRNA "treatment vaccines" that train immune cells to spot unique features of a patient's tumor.

    
The new research offers "a very good clue" that maybe an off-the-shelf approach could work, said Dr. Jeff Coller, an mRNA specialist at Johns Hopkins University who wasn't involved with the work. "What it shows is that mRNA medicines are continuing to surprise us in how beneficial they can be to human health."
Grippin and his Florida colleagues had been developing personalized mRNA cancer vaccines when they realized that even one created without a specific target appeared to spur similar immune activity against cancer.
Grippin wondered if the already widely available mRNA coronavirus shots might also have some effect, too.
So the team analyzed records of nearly 1,000 advanced cancer patients undergoing checkpoint inhibitor treatment at MD Anderson - comparing those who happened to get a Pfizer or Moderna shot with those who didn't.
Vaccinated lung cancer patients were nearly twice as likely to be alive three years after beginning cancer treatment as the unvaccinated patients. Among melanoma patients, median survival was significantly longer for vaccinated patients - but exactly how much isn't clear, as some of that group were still alive when the data was analyzed.

    
Non-mRNA vaccines such as flu shots didn't make a difference, he said.
---

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    What Americans think about rising health care costs, according to a new AP-NORC poll




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Pages from the U.S. Affordable Care Act health insurance website healthcare.gov are seen on a computer screen in New York, Aug. 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Most U.S. adults are worried about health care becoming more expensive, according to a new AP-NORC poll, as they make decisions about next year's health coverage and a government shutdown keeps future health costs in limbo for millions.
About 6 in 10 Americans are "extremely" or "very" concerned about their health costs going up in the next year, the survey from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research finds -- a worry that extends across age groups and includes people with and without health insurance.
Many Americans have other health care anxieties, too. The poll found that about 4 in 10 Americans are "extremely" or "very" concerned about not being able to pay for health care or medications they need, not being able to access health care when they need it, or losing or not having health insurance.

    
Medicare beneficiaries are already shopping for next year's coverage, and open enrollment periods for many other health plans are approaching quickly in November. Federal policies have left millions of people at risk of skyrocketing health insurance premiums or of losing their health insurance altogether. The findings show that many Americans are feeling vulnerable to spiking health care costs, with some expressing concerns about whether they'll have coverage at all.



    
        




    




Latoya Wilson, an independent nurse consultant in Lafayette, Louisiana, currently uses a health insurance plan from the Affordable Care Act marketplace. But in the past two weeks, the 46-year-old has applied for more jobs than she had previously in her life, largely because she's concerned about her premiums going up and wants the stability of employer-sponsored insurance. 
"Even before these health care cuts came into play, I was already having a significant issue getting the care that I needed this year," she said. "Anything worse than what I already have is pretty scary."

    
Health care remains important to Americans when it's center stage in Washington
About 8 in 10 U.S. adults say the issue of health care is "extremely" or "very" important to them personally. That includes about 9 in 10 Democrats and three-quarters of Republicans, and it puts health care next to the economy among Americans' top issue priorities.
That significant attention on the issue raises the political stakes in what's already been a crucial moment for federal health policy in the nation's capital.

    
    
    
President Donald Trump's mega-bill passed this summer cuts more than $1 trillion from federal health care and food assistance over a decade, largely by imposing work requirements on those receiving aid and by shifting certain federal costs onto the states. Republicans say the cuts will prevent people who don't need aid from gaming the system, but the cuts will ultimately result in millions of people losing health insurance coverage, according to projections from the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office.
More urgently, a congressional deadlock over Affordable Care Act subsidies that expire this year has thrown the federal government into a shutdown that's dragged into a fourth straight week with no end in sight. Democratic lawmakers want any funding bill they sign to extend the subsidies, which have made ACA premiums less expensive for millions of people. Republicans in Congress have expressed willingness to negotiate on the issue, but only after the government is reopened.

    
In interviews, some Americans said they doubted government leaders would take the necessary action to address their concerns on health care.
"It is the federal government's job to provide a better way of life for its people," said Caleb Richter, a 30-year-old certified nursing assistant in Belleville, Wisconsin, who identifies as an independent. "Right now, it just feels like they're not trying."
But the poll reveals a deep ideological divide over what the government's role should be, with Democrats far more likely than Republicans to say it's the federal government's job to make sure all Americans have health coverage. About 8 in 10 Democrats say this, compared with about one-third of Republicans.

    
Most US adults disapprove of Trump's handling of health care, the poll finds
Health care continues to be a weakness for Trump. Only about 3 in 10 U.S. adults approve of the Republican president's handling of health care, which hasn't changed meaningfully since September. Almost all Democrats disapprove of his approach, but so do about 8 in 10 independents and about one-third of Republicans.
Wilson, a Democrat, said she thinks Trump should be "doing things that affect the good of the group" when it comes to health care, including catering more to working-class Americans.
But Michelle Truszkowski, a disabled veteran in Sterling Heights, Michigan, who is politically conservative, said she appreciates how Trump is focused on cutting fraud and abuse in the health care system. 
"I like that people who shouldn't be getting benefits from the government are getting kicked off of them," the 48-year-old said. "Health care is not a right. It's a privilege."

    
Democrats trusted more than Republicans on health care, but many trust neither 
About 4 in 10 U.S. adults say they trust the Democrats to do a better job handling health care, compared with about one-quarter who trust the Republicans more. About one-quarter trust neither party, and about 1 in 10 trust both equally.
Americans are more likely to trust their own party on health care, generally speaking, but 76% of Democrats trust their party more on health care, while only 57% of Republicans have more trust in theirs. 
Independents are especially likely to trust neither party on health care -- about half of independents say this. But the remaining independents are more likely to trust the Democrats.
Richter, in Wisconsin, said he wishes Congress would put more faith and funding into hospital staffers who know how to help patients. He said he'd be fine with paying higher taxes if it meant ensuring health care for people who need it.
But instead of working toward solutions, he said, federal lawmakers are acting "like a bunch of high school kids arguing." 
"My faith that something will get done is very, very low at this point," Richter said. "It just feels like they don't really care."
___
Swenson reported from New York.
___

The AP-NORC poll of 1,289 adults was conducted Oct. 9-13, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for adults overall is plus or minus 3.8 percentage points.
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    Advice to feed babies peanuts early and often helped thousands of kids avoid allergies
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            A decade after a landmark study proved that feeding peanut products to young babies could prevent development of life-threatening allergies, new research finds the change has made a big difference in the real world. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An arrangement of peanuts is seen Feb. 20, 2015, in New York. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison, File)]
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                                        A decade after a landmark study proved that feeding peanut products to young babies could prevent development of life-threatening allergies, new research finds the change has made a big difference in the real world.
Peanut allergies began to decline in the U.S. after guidance first issued in 2015 upended medical practice by recommending introducing the allergen to infants starting as early as 4 months. The rate of peanut allergies in children ages 0 to 3 fell by more than 27% after guidance for high-risk kids was first issued in 2015, and by more than 40% after the recommendations were expanded in 2017.
"That's a remarkable thing, right?" said Dr. David Hill, an allergist and researcher at Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, and author of a study published Monday in the medical journal Pediatrics. Hill and colleagues analyzed electronic health records from dozens of pediatric practices to track diagnoses of food allergies in young children before, during and after the guidelines were issued.

    
"I can actually come to you today and say there are less kids with food allergy today than there would have been if we hadn't implemented this public health effort," he added.



    
        




    




About 60,000 children have avoided food allergies since 2015, including 40,000 children who otherwise would have developed peanut allergies. Still, about 8% of children are affected by food allergies, including more than 2% with a peanut allergy.

    
    
    
Peanut allergy is caused when the body's immune system mistakenly identifies proteins in peanuts as harmful and releases chemicals that trigger allergic symptoms, including hives, respiratory symptoms and, sometimes, life-threatening anaphylaxis.
For decades, doctors had recommended delaying feeding children peanuts and other foods likely to trigger allergies until age 3. But in 2015, Gideon Lack at King's College London, published the groundbreaking Learning Early About Peanut Allergy, or LEAP, trial.

    
Lack and colleagues showed that introducing peanut products in infancy reduced the future risk of developing food allergies by more than 80%. Later analysis showed that the protection persisted in about 70% of kids into adolescence.
The study immediately sparked new guidelines urging early introduction of peanuts -- but putting them into practice has been slow.
Only about 29% of pediatricians and 65% of allergists reported following the expanded guidance issued in 2017, surveys found.
Confusion and uncertainty about the best way to introduce peanuts early in life led to the lag, according to a commentary that accompanied the study. Early on, medical experts and parents alike questioned whether the practice could be adopted outside of tightly controlled clinical settings.
The data for the analysis came from a subset of participating practice sites and may not represent the entire U.S. pediatric population, noted the commentary, led by Dr. Ruchi Gupta, a child allergy expert at Northwestern University.
However, the new research offers "promising evidence that early allergen introduction is not only being adopted but may be making a measurable impact," the authors concluded.

    
Advocates for the 33 million people in the U.S. with food allergies welcomed signs that early introduction of peanut products is catching on.
"This research reinforces what we already know and underscores a meaningful opportunity to reduce the incidence and prevalence of peanut allergy nationwide," said Sung Poblete, chief executive of the nonprofit group Food Allergy Research & Education, or FARE.
The new study emphasizes the current guidance, updated in 2021, which calls for introducing peanuts and other major food allergens between four and six months, without prior screening or testing, Hill said. Parents should consult their pediatricians about any questions.
"It doesn't have to be a lot of the food, but little tastes of peanut butter, milk-based yogurt, soy-based yogurts and tree butters," he said. "These are really good ways to allow the immune system exposure to these allergenic foods in a safe way."

    
Tiffany Leon, 36, a Maryland registered dietitian and director at FARE, introduced peanuts and other allergens early to her two young sons.
At first, Leon's own mother was shocked at the advice to feed babies such foods before the age of 3, she said. But Leon explained how the science had changed.
"As a dietitian, I practice evidence-based recommendations," she said. "So when someone told me, 'This is how it's done now, these are the new guidelines,' I just though, OK, well, this is what we're going to do."
___
This story has been corrected to report that about 40,000 children have avoided peanut allergies after doctors began recommending introducing the peanuts to babies, not 60,000. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    US ice cream makers say they'll stop using artificial dyes by 2028




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The giant Turkey Hill Cow looms over festival goers sampling ice cream at Taste of Omaha on May 31, 2015, in Omaha, Neb. (Kent Sievers/Omaha World-Herald via AP, FILE)]
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                                        Ice cream makers representing about 90% of the U.S. supply of the frozen treat have pledged to remove artificial dyes from their products in less than three years, federal health officials said Monday. 
The move is the latest voluntary effort by food manufacturers to heed calls from the Trump administration to remove synthetic dyes over concerns about potential health effects. In recent weeks, companies including Nestle, Kraft Heinz and General Mills said they would pull artificial colors from their foods, too.
"This is a Renaissance moment for health in America," U.S. Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Marty Makary said at a news conference. 
About 40 makers of ice cream and frozen dairy desserts said they would remove seven petroleum-based dyes from their products by 2028, according to Michael Dykes, president of the International Dairy Foods Association. The colors are Red 3, Red 40, Green 3, Blue 1, Blue 2, Yellow 5 and Yellow 6. The trade group wouldn't identify the firms, although Turkey Hill Dairy chief executive Andy Jacobs joined the gathering. 

    
The national focus on artificial food dyes is "a good step to take," but officials should not ignore larger known contributors to chronic disease, including the added sugars and saturated fat commonly found in ice cream, said Deanna Hoelscher, a University of Texas nutrition expert. 



    
        




    




"Just taking out or changing the food dye source is not necessarily going to make it a healthy option," she said. "It still is a food that should be consumed in moderation."

    
    
    
However, Makary also hinted that new federal dietary guidelines, expected later this year, would challenge established links between saturated fat and heart disease, ending what he called "a 70-year demonization of natural saturated fat." 
The average American eats about 4 gallons of ice cream a year, the IDFA said. 
Health advocates have long called for the removal of artificial dyes from foods, citing mixed studies showing that they may cause some neurobehavioral problems, such as hyperactivity and attention problems, in some children. The Food and Drug Administration has maintained that approved dyes are safe and that "most children have no adverse effects" when consuming foods made with them. 

    
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has criticized the dyes and pressured manufacturers to remove them from foods. In their place, manufacturers should use dyes made from fruit juices, plant extracts and other sources, federal officials said. 
The FDA has approved new natural color additives in recent months, including a new blue color made from the fruit of the gardenia announced Monday. Gardenia (genipin) blue is approved for use in sports drinks, candies and certain other products, the agency said. 
Makary also sent a letter to food manufacturers on Monday that "encourages" them to speed up removal of the dye known as Red 3, which was banned in January. Food makers have until 2027 to remove the dye, which was found to cause cancer in laboratory rats, but not humans. 

    
Some food companies have said they will stop using artificial dyes, but relying on voluntary action rather than regulatory requirements won't guarantee compliance, said Thomas Galligan, a scientist with the Center for Science in the Public Interest, a consumer advocacy group. 
"Talk is cheap," Galligan said. "It's easy for companies to make promises to look like they're being compliant and generate goodwill among consumers and the Trump administration, but it remains to be seen if they will actually follow through."
___ 

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    OpenAI launches Atlas browser to compete with Google Chrome




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                

    

    
        

    


            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            Making its popular AI chatbot a gateway to online searches could allow OpenAI, the world's most valuable startup, to pull in more internet traffic and the revenue made from digital advertising.
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            OpenAI introduced its own web browser putting the ChatGPT maker in direct competition with Google as more internet users rely on artificial intelligence to answer their questions. (AP video produced by Joseph B. Frederick)
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                                        OpenAI introduced its own web browser, Atlas, on Tuesday, putting the ChatGPT maker in direct competition with Google as more internet users rely on artificial intelligence to answer their questions.
Making its popular AI chatbot a gateway to online searches could allow OpenAI, the world's most valuable startup, to pull in more internet traffic and the revenue made from digital advertising. It could also further cut off the lifeblood of online publishers if ChatGPT so effectively feeds people summarized information that they stop exploring the internet and clicking on traditional web links.
OpenAI has said ChatGPT already has more than 800 million users but many of them get it for free. The San Francisco-based company also sells paid subscriptions but is losing more money than it makes and has been looking for ways to turn a profit.

    
OpenAI said Atlas launches Tuesday on Apple laptops and will later come to Microsoft's Windows, Apple's iOS phone operating system and Google's Android phone system.
OpenAI CEO Sam Altman called it a "rare, once-a-decade opportunity to rethink what a browser can be about and how to use one."



    
        




    




But analyst Paddy Harrington of market research group Forrester said it will be a big challenge "competing with a giant who has ridiculous market share." 
OpenAI's browser is coming out just a few months after one of its executives testified that the company would be interested in buying Google's industry-leading Chrome browser if a federal judge had required it to be sold to prevent the abuses that resulted in Google's ubiquitous search engine being declared an illegal monopoly.

    
    
    
But U.S. District Judge Amit Mehta last month issued a decision that rejected the Chrome sale sought by the U.S. Justice Department in the monopoly case, partly because he believed advances in the AI industry already are reshaping the competitive landscape.

    
OpenAI's browser will face a daunting challenge against Chrome, which has amassed about 3 billion worldwide users and has been adding some AI features from Google's Gemini technology.
Chrome's immense success could provide a blueprint for OpenAI as it enters the browser market. When Google released Chrome in 2008, Microsoft's Internet Explorer was so dominant that few observers believed a new browser could mount a formidable threat.
But Chrome quickly won over legions of admirers by loading webpages more quickly than Internet Explorer while offering other advantages that enabled it to upend the market. Microsoft ended up abandoning Explorer and introducing its Edge browser, which operates similarly to Chrome and holds a distant third place in market share behind Apple's Safari.
Perplexity, another smaller AI startup, rolled out its own Comet browser earlier this year. It also expressed interest in buying Chrome and eventually submitted an unsolicited $34.5 billion offer for the browser that hit a dead end when Mehta decided against a Google breakup.
Altman said he expects a chatbot interface to replace a traditional browser's URL bar as the center of how he hopes people will use the internet in the future.

    
"Tabs were great, but we haven't seen a lot of browser innovation since then," he said on a video presentation aired Tuesday.
A premium feature of the ChatGPT Atlas browser is an "agent mode" that accesses the laptop and effectively clicks around the internet on the person's behalf, armed with a users' browser history and what they are seeking to learn and explaining its process as it searches.
"It's using the internet for you," Altman said.
Harrington, the Forrester analyst, says another way of thinking about that is it's "taking personality away from you."
"Your profile will be personally attuned to you based on all the information sucked up about you. OK, scary," Harrington said. "But is it really you, really what you're thinking, or what that engine decides it's going to do? ... And will it add in preferred solutions based on ads?" 
About 60% of Americans overall -- and 74% of those under 30 -- use AI to find information at least some of the time, making online searches one of the most popular uses of AI technology, according to findings from an Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research poll taken over the summer.

    
Google since last year has automatically provided AI-generated responses that attempt to answer a person's search query, appearing at the top of results.
Reliance on AI chatbots to summarize information they collect online has raised a number of concerns, including the technology's propensity to confidently spout false information, a problem known as hallucination.
The way that chatbots trained on online content spout new writings has been particularly troubling to the news industry, leading The New York Times and other outlets to sue OpenAI for copyright infringement and others, including The Associated Press, to sign licensing deals.

    
A study of four top AI assistants including ChatGPT and Google's Gemini released Wednesday showed nearly half their responses were flawed and fell short of the standards of "high-quality" journalism.

The research from the European Broadcasting Union, a group of public broadcasters in 56 countries, compiled the results of more than 3,000 responses to news-related questions to help ascertain quality responses and identify problems to fix.
----
Associated Press writer Jamey Keaten contributed to this story. 
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    Reddit sues AI company Perplexity and others for 'industrial-scale' scraping of user comments
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                                        Social media platform Reddit sued the artificial intelligence company Perplexity AI and three other entities on Wednesday, alleging their involvement in an "industrial-scale, unlawful" economy to "scrape" the comments of millions of Reddit users for commercial gain.
Reddit's lawsuit in a New York federal court takes aim at San Francisco-based Perplexity, maker of an AI chatbot and "answer engine" that competes with Google, ChatGPT and others in online search. 
Also named in the lawsuit are Lithuanian data-scraping company Oxylabs UAB, a web domain called AWMProxy that Reddit describes as a "former Russian botnet," and Texas-based startup SerpApi, which lists Perplexity as a customer on its website.
It's the second such lawsuit from Reddit since it sued another major AI company, Anthropic, in June.
But the lawsuit filed Wednesday is different in the way that it confronts not just an AI company but the lesser-known services the AI industry relies on to acquire online writings needed to train AI chatbots.

    
"Scrapers bypass technological protections to steal data, then sell it to clients hungry for training material. Reddit is a prime target because it's one of the largest and most dynamic collections of human conversation ever created," said Ben Lee, Reddit's chief legal officer, in a statement Wednesday.



    
        




    




The lawsuit accuses the companies of unfair competition and unjust enrichment and alleges that some of them violated U.S. copyright laws.

    
    
    
Perplexity said it has not yet received the lawsuit but "will always fight vigorously for users' rights to freely and fairly access public knowledge. Our approach remains principled and responsible as we provide factual answers with accurate AI, and we will not tolerate threats against openness and the public interest." 
SerpApi's customer success director, Ryan Schafer, said in an email: "We strongly disagree with Reddit's allegations and intend to vigorously defend ourselves in court."

    
Oxylabs said in a statement it was "shocked and disappointed" and "will not hesitate to defend itself against these allegations."
"Oxylabs' position is that no company should claim ownership of public data that does not belong to them," said a statement from Denas Grybauskas, the company's chief governance and strategy officer. "It is possible that it is just an attempt to sell the same public data at an inflated price."
AWMProxy could not immediately be reached for comment.
Scraping for publicly available online data is a common practice used by businesses and researchers but Reddit compares the companies it is suing to "would-be bank robbers" who can't get into the bank vault, so they break into the armored truck instead. The lawsuit alleges they are evading Reddit's own anti-scraping measures while also "circumventing Google's controls and scraping Reddit content directly from Google's search engine results."
Lee said that because they're unable to scrape Reddit directly, "they mask their identities, hide their locations, and disguise their web scrapers to steal Reddit content from Google Search. Perplexity is a willing customer of at least one of these scrapers, choosing to buy stolen data rather than enter into a lawful agreement with Reddit itself."

    
Reddit made a similar argument in its lawsuit against Anthropic, alleging that the company ignored Reddit's appeals to cease using its content. That case was initially filed in California Superior Court but was later moved to federal court and has a hearing scheduled for January. 
Along with digitized books and news articles, websites such as Wikipedia and Reddit are deep troves of written materials that can help teach an AI assistant the patterns of human language.

Reddit has previously entered licensing agreements with Google, OpenAI and other companies that are paying to be able to train their AI systems on the public commentary of Reddit's more than 100 million daily users. 
The licensing deals helped the 20-year-old online platform raise money ahead of its Wall Street debut as a publicly traded company last year.
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    Prince Harry, Meghan join call for ban on development of AI 'superintelligence'
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                                        Prince Harry and his wife Meghan have joined prominent computer scientists, economists, artists, evangelical Christian leaders and American conservative commentators Steve Bannon and Glenn Beck to call for a ban on AI "superintelligence" that threatens humanity.
The letter, released Wednesday by a politically and geographically diverse group of public figures, is squarely aimed at tech giants like Google, OpenAI and Meta Platforms that are racing each other to build a form of artificial intelligence designed to surpass humans at many tasks.
The letter calls for a ban unless some conditions are met
The 30-word statement says: 
"We call for a prohibition on the development of superintelligence, not lifted before there is broad scientific consensus that it will be done safely and controllably, and strong public buy-in."
In a preamble, the letter notes that AI tools may bring health and prosperity, but alongside those tools, "many leading AI companies have the stated goal of building superintelligence in the coming decade that can significantly outperform all humans on essentially all cognitive tasks. This has raised concerns, ranging from human economic obsolescence and disempowerment, losses of freedom, civil liberties, dignity, and control, to national security risks and even potential human extinction."

    
    
    
Who signed and what they're saying about it
Prince Harry added in a personal note that "the future of AI should serve humanity, not replace it. I believe the true test of progress will be not how fast we move, but how wisely we steer. There is no second chance."
Signing alongside the Duke of Sussex was his wife Meghan, the Duchess of Sussex.
"This is not a ban or even a moratorium in the usual sense," wrote another signatory, Stuart Russell, an AI pioneer and computer science professor at the University of California, Berkeley. "It's simply a proposal to require adequate safety measures for a technology that, according to its developers, has a significant chance to cause human extinction. Is that too much to ask?"

    
Also signing were AI pioneers Yoshua Bengio and Geoffrey Hinton, co-winners of the Turing Award, computer science's top prize. Hinton also won a Nobel Prize in physics last year. Both have been vocal in bringing attention to the dangers of a technology they helped create. 
But the list also has some surprises, including Bannon and Beck, in an attempt by the letter's organizers at the nonprofit Future of Life Institute to appeal to President Donald Trump's Make America Great Again movement even as Trump's White House staff has sought to loosen restrictions on AI development in the U.S. 
Also on the list are Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak; British billionaire Richard Branson; the former Chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff Mike Mullen, who served under Republican and Democratic administrations; and Democratic foreign policy expert Susan Rice, who was national security adviser to President Barack Obama. 
Former Irish President Mary Robinson and several British and European parliamentarians and former members of the U.S. Congress signed, as did actors Stephen Fry and Joseph Gordon-Levitt, and musician will.i.am, who has otherwise embraced AI in music creation.

    
"Yeah, we want specific AI tools that can help cure diseases, strengthen national security, etc.," wrote Gordon-Levitt, whose wife Tasha McCauley served on OpenAI's board of directors before the upheaval that led to CEO Sam Altman's temporary ouster in 2023. "But does AI also need to imitate humans, groom our kids, turn us all into slop junkies and make zillions of dollars serving ads? Most people don't want that."
Are worries about AI superintelligence also feeding AI hype?
The letter is likely to provoke ongoing debates within the AI research community about the likelihood of superhuman AI, the technical paths to reach it and how dangerous it could be. 
"In the past, it's mostly been the nerds versus the nerds," said Max Tegmark, president of the Future of Life Institute and a professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. "I feel what we're really seeing here is how the criticism has gone very mainstream."
Complicating the broader debates is that the same companies that are striving toward what some call superintelligence and others call artificial general intelligence, or AGI, are also sometimes inflating the capabilities of their products, which can make them more marketable and have contributed to concerns about an AI bubble. OpenAI was recently met with ridicule from mathematicians and AI scientists when its researcher claimed ChatGPT had figured out unsolved math problems -- when what it really did was find and summarize what was already online. 

    
"There's a ton of stuff that's overhyped and you need to be careful as an investor, but that doesn't change the fact that -- zooming out -- AI has gone much faster in the last four years than most people predicted," Tegmark said.
Tegmark's group was also behind a March 2023 letter -- still in the dawn of a commercial AI boom -- that called on tech giants to pause the development of more powerful AI models temporarily. None of the major AI companies heeded that call. And the 2023 letter's most prominent signatory, Elon Musk, was at the same time quietly founding his own AI startup to compete with those he wanted to take a 6-month pause.

    
Asked if he reached out to Musk again this time, Tegmark said he wrote to the CEOs of all major AI developers in the U.S. but didn't expect them to sign.

"I really empathize for them, frankly, because they're so stuck in this race to the bottom that they just feel an irresistible pressure to keep going and not get overtaken by the other guy," Tegmark said. "I think that's why it's so important to stigmatize the race to superintelligence, to the point where the U.S. government just steps in."
Google, Meta, OpenAI and Musk's xAI didn't immediately respond to requests for comment Wednesday.
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    Transplanting shrubs: Timing and technique for a thriving garden




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This Oct. 14, 2025, image provided by Jessica Damiano shows a shovel plunged into soil around a cherry laurel shrub. Gardeners can transplant spring- and early summer-blooming plants like cherry laurel in fall but should wait until spring to relocate late-summer and fall bloomers. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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            2 of 3 | 
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                                        It's the end of the gardening season, and those of us who've endured a less-than-perfect layout may be itching to move shrubs around. But proper timing is imperative.
I inadvertently planted a Clethra bush too close to a peach tree, and their intertwining branches have been taunting me all summer. But because the Clethra is a late-season bloomer, I'll have to wait a bit longer before I can safely move it.
As a general rule, shrubs (and perennials) that bloom in late summer and fall should be transplanted in spring, just after they emerge from dormancy. This timing provides ample time for roots to establish before the plant's energy is redirected toward blooming.
Spring and early summer bloomers should be relocated in the fall, when their blossoms and, sometimes, foliage, are long gone.



    
        




    




Start with roots
Before attempting to dig up shrubs, research how deep and wide their roots typically grow. Shallow-rooted shrubs, like rhododendron, for instance, are easier to dig up than, say, manzanita, which have very deep root systems. Take the plant's age into account, too, as mature shrubs will have larger roots than younger ones.
Your findings will guide your digging: New holes should be as close to twice the width of roots as possible -- and exactly as deep.
Always dig a hole for the plant's new home before removing it from the ground to minimize root exposure.
When possible, gently tie the plant's branches together to get a better view of the area you're digging. This step also helps prevent eye injuries from errant stems.

    
    
    
Take care to dig up as much of the roots as possible, plunging a sharp-edged shovel into the soil at what you estimate to be the roots' farthest point and working your way around the perimeter of the plant. Then, retrace your steps, this time with more force to insert the tool deeply enough to lift roots out of the ground from underneath.

    
Tips on planting
To avoid losing soil and damaging roots -- as well as your back -- place the entire shrub onto a tarp and drag the tarp to the new hole you've prepared.
Carefully slide the rootball into the hole and assess its depth. If necessary, remove the plant from the hole to add or remove soil as needed to ensure the point where its roots meet the trunk --the plant's crown --sits at the same level it was previously.
Plant too deeply, and the crown and trunk will eventually rot; too shallow, and the roots will dry out, suffer sun and cold damage, and struggle to spread horizontally.
When you're satisfied the shrub is sitting straight and at the correct depth, begin backfilling the hole with soil, stopping periodically to firmly tamp it down to eliminate air pockets. Water the soil halfway through, then resume backfilling and tamping. Water the soil again, then apply mulch over the entire root zone to retain soil moisture, regulate soil temperature and repel weeds.
Water the plant regularly through frost during the entire first year in its new home, but don't fertilize yet.
Apply a slow-release, low-nitrogen fertilizer in mid-to-late spring. Doing so earlier would force the plant to allocate its limited energy to growth rather than recovery and root development.

    
Allowing transplants time to settle in can mean the difference between a struggling shrub and one that thrives for years to come.
___

Jessica Damiano writes weekly gardening columns for the AP and publishes the award-winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter. You can sign up here for weekly gardening tips and advice.
___
For more AP gardening stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/gardening.
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    The Dubai chocolate craze is now about much more than bars




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Pieces of Dubai chocolate bars are displayed in New York on Friday, Sept. 26, 2025. (Katie Workman via AP)]
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            Pieces of Dubai chocolate bars are displayed in New York on Friday, Sept. 26, 2025. (Katie Workman via AP)
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            2 of 4 | 
            Pieces of Dubai chocolate by Chocolove are displayed in New York. (Katie Workman via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Leonessa Dubai chocolate bars are displayed in New York. (Katie Workman via AP)]
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            Leonessa Dubai chocolate bars are displayed in New York. (Katie Workman via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pieces of Dubai chocolate appear in a Lindt shop in Aachen, Germany on Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Niemann, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Some flavor crazes flirt with us and fade. Others stay and make themselves at home.
It's too soon to tell for sure, but the Dubai chocolate movement seems to have put down roots and is spreading at a brisk clip. The sweet flavors and thick texture that have made Dubai chocolate bars a hit are morphing into other kinds of confections too.
Let's back up for a minute. The original and now-classic Dubai chocolate bar was created by Fix Chocolatier in the United Arab Emirates in 2021, and by 2023 had exploded on social media. Rich and indulgent, it features a thick, milk chocolate shell usually encasing a creamy pistachio (and often tahini) filling mixed with crispy, shredded, phyllo-like pastry called kadayif.
Global brands and small bakers alike are riffing on the concept, translating it to croissants, milkshakes and more. Fillings range from peanut butter and jelly to s'mores to matcha.

    
"I don't call this a 'trend' anymore -- it's a whole new thing," said Din Allall, whose family business, The Nuts Factory, has about 150 U.S. stores featuring nuts, dried fruits and candies.
The craze has even contributed to a pistachio shortage this year, the Iranian nut producer Keinia has reported. It said the primary reason for the shortage is "the explosive surge in demand fueled by the viral 'Dubai chocolate' TikTok trend, compounded by underlying supply constraint."
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[image: A pumpkin sculpture depicting Mexican artist Frida Kahlo is displayed at Klaistow farm's annual pumpkin festival, which this year celebrates ]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                At a pumpkin festival near Berlin, powerful women take shape -- one gourd at a time
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Thuingaleng Muivah, leader of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah), is welcomed in Ukhrul, in the northeastern Indian state of Manipur, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A Naga rebel leader returns to his hometown in India's northeast after 5 decades, in photos
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gary Kristensen, dressed up as the character Buddy from the holiday movie "Elf," celebrates after winning a race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Giant, floating pumpkin races draw large crowds to annual event in Oregon
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Globally, Google searches for "Dubai chocolate" shot up quickly at the start of the year before peaking in March. They've remained elevated since then, according to Google Trends.

    
    
    
Allall carries 12 flavors of Dubai chocolate bar, as well as chocolate- and pistachio-covered Dubai dates, Dubai-coated roasted nuts, a layered Dubai chocolate strawberry parfait, and a Dubai Golden Chocolate bar infused with edible 24-karat gold for $79.99 (their regular 6.5-ounce bars sell for $18.99).
It's not just the flavors that make Dubai chocolate different, Allall says, but the bar's structure too -- "huge, thick, with lots of filling."

    
Big retailers and restaurants have gotten on board
Trader Joe's carries a Dubai chocolate bar made by Patislove. IHOP introduced a limited-time Dubai pancake stack in some locations in August. Baskin-Robbins has some Dubai-inspired ice cream products on its menu, while Costco sells a range of Dubai chocolate confections, including a Dubai chocolate cake. Walmart and QVC also sell Dubai chocolate.
Swiss chocolate giant Lindt has a bar, and drew crowds when it debuted a limited number of them in Europe last fall.
"For me, it's the crunch," said Erica Lefkowits, who was buying some Dubai chocolate recently in Dublin. "The chocolate is soft and melty, and the filling is creamy, and then the crunch of the kadayif. It's all about the texture. Plus, it's sugar."
She was a little annoyed at the price, higher than your average chocolate bar. Part of Dubai chocolate's appeal, though, is the way it feels simultaneously indulgent and worldly. Pistachios, rose, saffron and cardamom bring luxury, travel and exoticism to the chocolate party.
In the U.S., Dubai chocolate is still a relatively niche product. In the 52 weeks ending June 28, U.S. retail sales of pistachio-filled chocolate totaled $822,900, according to the market research company NielsenIQ. By comparison, sales of all chocolates totaled $16.27 billion.

    
Still, demand for Dubai chocolate is growing much faster than demand for other varieties. Unit sales of pistachio-filled chocolates were up 1,234% compared to the previous year, NielsenIQ said, while unit sales of all chocolates fell less than 1%.
Despite the price, "I've never seen a single item sell like this in my 50 years of retailing," said Stew Leonard, Jr., CEO of Stew Leonard's grocery stores in the New York metropolitan area. The chain introduced the BeeMax Dubai chocolate bar in March, watched it fly out the doors, he said, and then launched their own house-branded version (made by the company Chocopologie).
They've introduced a Dubai chocolate gift box for the holidays, which includes teeny Dubai ice cream cones, Dubai pralines and two bars. 

    
Some other widely distributed brands in the U.S. are Moda, Magno and Leonessa. Other iterations of Dubai chocolate include Chocolove's little candies and Matteo's Coffee Syrups' sugar-free chocolate coffee syrup.
___

Katie Workman writes regularly about food for The Associated Press. She has written two cookbooks focused on family-friendly cooking, "Dinner Solved!" and "The Mom 100 Cookbook." She blogs at https://themom100.com/. She can be reached at [email protected].
___
For more AP food stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/recipes

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/dubai-chocolate-bars-7e951b8efcca8ceb38e481f6c2718d21
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                    Religion

    Following meteoric success -- and some criticism -- 'Nobody Wants This' evolves in Season 2




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                

    

    
        

    


            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            As they gear up to release season two of their hit series, "Nobody Wants This," Adam Brody and Kristen Bell are reflecting on some of the responses the show received and whether tackling sensitive topics like religion makes it more vulnerable to criticism. (Oct. 21)
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            "Nobody Wants This" creator Erin Foster, who loosely based the series on her own conversion to Judaism, discusses the hit show's engagement with religion ahead of the second season dropping on Netflix. (Oct. 21)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Adam Brody, left, and Kristen Bell, cast members in the Netflix series "Nobody Wants This," pose for a portrait in Los Angeles on Oct. 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: This image released by Netflix shows Kristen Bell, left, and Adam Brody in a scene from "Nobody Wants This." (Stefania Rosini/Netflix via AP)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            This image released by Netflix shows Kristen Bell, left, and Adam Brody in a scene from "Nobody Wants This." (Stefania Rosini/Netflix via AP)
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            6 of 7 | 
            Adam Brody, left, and Kristen Bell, cast members in the Netflix series "Nobody Wants This," pose for a portrait in Los Angeles on Oct. 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Adam Brody, left, and Kristen Bell, cast members in the Netflix series "Nobody Wants This," pose for a portrait in Los Angeles on Oct. 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            7 of 7 | 
            Adam Brody, left, and Kristen Bell, cast members in the Netflix series "Nobody Wants This," pose for a portrait in Los Angeles on Oct. 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            KRYSTA FAURIA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- When the first season of Netflix's "Nobody Wants This" premiered last year, the series exploded in popularity in ways its creator and stars could never have imagined. It spent six weeks on Netflix's Global English Top 10 TV List and was viewed 57 million times in three months, according to the streaming service.
"I think we just kind of won the lottery with how ready people were for this kind of story," said star and executive producer Kristen Bell ahead of Season 2's release on Thursday.
The romantic comedy follows the relationship between a hip but devout Reform rabbi, Noah (Adam Brody), and Joanne (Bell), an agnostic woman who hosts a podcast about dating and sex.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Netflix shows Kristen Bell, left, and Adam Brody in a scene from "Nobody Wants This." (Stefania Rosini/Netflix via AP)]
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But with the internet's collective swooning over Brody's hot rabbi, there also came swift criticism and think pieces about how the show played into antisemitic tropes, especially in its depiction of Jewish women. Noah's sister-in-law, Esther, and his mother, Bina, were often decried as bitter and controlling antitheses to Joanne and her sister, Morgan (Justine Lupe).

    
"When it first came out and I watched the first episode, I was so uncomfortable," said Rabbi Elan Babchuck, the executive vice president of the National Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership. "There's a lot that I would want to change about it."


He took issue with a host of the show's depictions of Judaism, which he thinks was often presented as a "test to pass rather than a tradition to pass on," as well as the frequent use of the word "shiksa," a derogatory term for non-Jewish women (that is noticeably absent from Season 2).
Eventually though, Babchuck went back and watched the entire season. Although his critiques remained, he ultimately had a change of heart. "I celebrate the show. I think representation matters across the board, even when it's in flawed form," he said.

    

On-screen and off-screen changes in Season 2

When "Nobody Wants This" was renewed for a second season last year, Netflix announced that HBO's "Girls" alums Jenni Konner and Bruce Eric Kaplan would be taking over as showrunners, while Erin Foster, the show's creator who loosely based the story on her own life and conversion to Judaism, would stay on as an executive producer.
"We love the show. It's Erin's voice. It's Erin story," Konner said. "Our job is literally to protect her voice and to show her stuff she may not know because she hasn't done this job before."

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    "Nobody Wants This" creator Erin Foster, who loosely based the series on her own conversion to Judaism, discusses the hit show's engagement with religion ahead of the second season dropping on Netflix. (Oct. 21)

                

                
            
        

    


As things get serious between Joanne and Noah in the first season, the couple must navigate the inevitable questions that come with their disparate backgrounds about conversion, family and Noah's job. The second season finds them dealing with the fallout of Noah being passed up for head rabbi at his temple because Joanne wasn't ready to convert.

    
    Reporter and videojournalist Krysta Fauria did graduate studies in religion and once unearthed an ancient Roman coin at an archaeological dig.


    


But Season 2 also shows a different side of Bina and explores more of Esther's story, something Foster maintains was always part of the plan.
"If you are a Jewish woman who has felt like you didn't like how you're portrayed in the world or how people view you and this sort of reaffirmed that, I can understand the sensitivity. Definitely it was never the intention," she said. "I think that the characters evolve in Season 2 in a way that they always naturally were going to."

    

Fielding criticism

For the most part though, Foster and the rest of the cast are taking the critiques with a grain of salt. "Not everyone should be allowed to put their opinion publicly everywhere," she said.
"Obviously, one show or group of characters can't stand in for a whole civilization," Brody added.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Adam Brody, left, and Kristen Bell, cast members in the Netflix series "Nobody Wants This," pose for a portrait in Los Angeles on Oct. 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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Jackie Tohn, who plays Esther, said she was surprised by some of the feedback.
"The two craziest characters on this show are undoubtedly Joanne and Morgan," she said. "I feel like if anything, the Jewish women are following the rules and they're grounded. They might be a little ordering their husbands around, but good luck arguing with that point."
Foster said she took seriously how she was representing Jewishness on the show and that they, from the beginning, employed a rabbi consultant who "read every script" and was present in the writers room.
Rabbi Nicole Guzik of Sinai Temple, a Conservative synagogue in Los Angeles where parts of "Nobody Wants This" were filmed, recalled Brody for both seasons asking her to go over his Hebrew pronunciations with him. "It was so sweet and so authentic that he cared very much about playing the role accurately," she said.

    

Finding faith in 'Nobody Wants This'

Although "Nobody Wants This" explores Judaism as a religion and whether Joanne will ultimately embrace it, Foster maintains the religious elements are meant to be "more of a backdrop" for their love story than a focal point of the series.

    
"There is no intention for it to feel heavy-handed. I think that people really grabbed onto the right amounts of religion in the show," she said.
But for some, the show's engagement with Judaism and conversion is what makes it unique and attractive.
"To have a Netflix series be so popular and be around conversations of what it means to be Jewish in an uplifting way, in a curious way, I don't see how we can be critical," Guzik reflected. "I know that there are going to be different pieces of a Jewish narrative that I may not necessarily ascribe to or align with. But that's also the Jewish story, right? We are widely diverse."
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                    Adam Brody, left, and Kristen Bell, cast members in the Netflix series "Nobody Wants This," pose for a portrait in Los Angeles on Oct. 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Vatican will return dozens of artifacts to Indigenous groups in Canada as gesture of reconciliation




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Pope Francis dons a headdress during a visit with Indigenous peoples at Maskwaci, the former Ermineskin Residential School, Monday, July 25, 2022, in Maskwacis, Alberta. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- The Vatican is expected to soon announce that it will return a few dozen artifacts to Indigenous communities in Canada as part of its reckoning with the Catholic Church's troubled role in helping suppress Indigenous culture in the Americas, officials said Wednesday.
The items, including an Inuit kayak, are part of the Vatican Museum's ethnographic collection, known as the Anima Mundi museum. The collection has been a source of controversy for the Vatican amid the broader museum debate over the restitution of cultural goods taken from Indigenous peoples during colonial periods.
Negotiations on returning the Vatican items accelerated after Pope Francis in 2022 met with Indigenous leaders who had traveled to the Vatican to receive his apology for the church's role in running Canada's disastrous residential schools. During their visit, they were shown some objects in the collection, including wampum belts, war clubs and masks, and asked for them to be returned.

    
Francis later said he was in favor of returning the items and others in the Vatican collection on a case-by-case basis, saying: "In the case where you can return things, where it's necessary to make a gesture, better to do it."



    
        




    




The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops said Wednesday it has been working with Indigenous groups on returning the items to their "originating communities." It said it expected the Holy See to announce the return. Vatican and Canadian officials said they expected an announcement in the coming weeks, and that the items could arrive on Canadian soil before the end of the year.
The Globe and Mail newspaper first reported on the progress in the restitution negotiations.

    
Doubt cast on whether the items were freely given 
Most of the items in the Vatican collection were sent to Rome by Catholic missionaries for a 1925 exhibition in the Vatican gardens that was a highlight of that year's Holy Year. 
The Vatican insists the items were "gifts" to Pope Pius XI, who wanted to celebrate the church's global reach, its missionaries and the lives of the Indigenous peoples they evangelized.
But historians, Indigenous groups and experts have long questioned whether the items could really have been offered freely, given the power imbalances at play in Catholic missions at the time. In those years, Catholic religious orders were helping to enforce the Canadian government's forced assimilation policy of eliminating Indigenous traditions, which Canada's Truth and Reconciliation Commission has called "cultural genocide."
Part of that policy included confiscating items used in Indigenous spiritual and traditional rituals, such as the 1885 potlatch ban that prohibited the integral First Nations ceremony. Those confiscated items ended up in museums in Canada, the U.S. and Europe, as well as private collections. 
The return of the items in the Vatican collection will follow the "church-to-church" model the Holy See used in 2023, when it gave its Parthenon Marbles to the Orthodox Christian Church in Greece. The three fragments were described by the Vatican as a "donation" to the Orthodox church, not a state-to-state repatriation to the Greek government.

    
In this case, the Vatican is expected to hand over the items to the Canadian bishops conference, with the explicit understanding that the ultimate keepers will be the Indigenous communities, a Canadian official said Wednesday, speaking on condition of anonymity because the negotiations are not concluded.

    
What happens after the items are returned 
The items, accompanied by whatever provenance information the Vatican has, will be taken first to the Canadian Museum of History in Gatineau, Quebec. There, experts and Indigenous groups will try to identify where the items originated, down to the specific community, and what should be done with them, the official said.
The official declined to say how many items were under negotiation or who decided what would be returned, but said the total numbered "a few dozen." The aim is to get the items back this year, the official said, noting the 2025 Jubilee which celebrates hope but is also a time for repentance. 
This year's Jubilee comes on the centenary of the 1925 Holy Year and missionary exhibit, which is now so controversial that its 100th anniversary has been virtually ignored by the Vatican, which celebrates a lot of anniversaries.
The Assembly of First Nations said some logistical issues need to be finalized before the objects can be returned, including establishing protocols.
"For First Nations, these items are not artifacts. They are living, sacred pieces of our cultures and ceremonies and must be treated as the invaluable objects that they are," National Chief Cindy Woodhouse Nepinak told Canadian Press.
Gloria Bell, associate professor of art history at McGill University who has conducted extensive research on the 1925 exhibit, said the items were acquired during an era of "Catholic Imperialism" by a pope who "praised missionaries and their genocidal labors in Indigenous communities as 'heroes of the faith.'" 

    
"This planned return marks a significant shift in the recognition of Indigenous sovereignty and perhaps the beginning of healing," said Bell, who is of Metis ancestry and wrote about the 1925 exhibit in "Eternal Sovereigns: Indigenous Artists, Activists, and Travelers Reframing Rome."
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    King Charles III prays with pope in historic visit, a welcome respite from royal troubles at home
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            The event marked the first time since the Reformation that the heads of the two Christian churches, divided for centuries over issues that now include the ordination of female priests, have prayed together.
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[image: In this picture made available by Vatican Media, Britain's King Charles III and Queen Camilla pose with Pope Leo XIV as they meet at the Vatican during a state visit, Thursday, Oct. 23, 2025. (Vatican Media via AP, HO)]
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            In this picture made available by Vatican Media, Britain's King Charles III and Queen Camilla pose with Pope Leo XIV as they meet at the Vatican during a state visit, Thursday, Oct. 23, 2025. (Vatican Media via AP, HO)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pope Leo XIV, center, cheers with Britain's King Charles III in the St. Damasus Courtyard at the Vatican after a state visit and pray with him in the Sistine Chapel, Thursday, Oct. 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Pope Leo XIV, center, poses flanked by Britain's King Charles III and Queen Camilla in the St. Damasus Courtyard at the Vatican after a state visit and pray with him in the Sistine Chapel, Thursday, Oct. 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: In this picture made available by Vatican media, Britain's King Charles III, second from right, and Queen Camilla, right, attend a joint prayer with Pope Leo XIV, fourth from right, and the Archbishop of York Stephen Cottrell, fifth from right, in the Sistine Chapel at the Vatican on the theme of 'Care for Creation', Thursday, Oct. 23, 2025. (Vatican Media via AP, HO)]
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[image: Pope Leo XIV, center, cheers with Queen Camilla and Britain's King Charles III in the St. Damasus Courtyard at the Vatican after a state visit and pray with him in the Sistine Chapel, Thursday, Oct. 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Britain's Queen Camilla, foreground arrives with King Charles III in the St. Damasus Courtyard at the Vatican for a state visit, where they will meet with Pope Leo XIV and pray with him in the Sistine Chapel, Thursday, Oct. 23, 2025. (Cecilia Fabiano/LaPresse via AP)]
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- King Charles III and Queen Camilla prayed Thursday with Pope Leo XIV in an historic visit to the Vatican to forge closer relations between the Church of England and the Catholic Church, a welcome spiritual respite for the royals from the turmoil at home over sexual misconduct allegations against Prince Andrew.
Charles, who is the titular head of the Church of England, and Camilla sat in golden thrones on the raised altar of the Sistine Chapel, in front of Michelangelo's "Last Judgment," while Leo and the Anglican archbishop of York presided over an ecumenical service.
The event marked the first time since the Reformation that the heads of the two Christian churches, divided for centuries over issues that now include the ordination of female priests, have prayed together.
The accompanying music reflected the Catholic and Anglican musical heritage: Hymns were sung by members of both the Sistine Chapel choir and visiting members of two royal choirs: the St. George's Chapel choir of Windsor Castle and the children's choir of the Chapel Royal of St. James's Palace.



    
        




    




Respite from scandal
The visit comes as the U.K. royal family is once again under intense scrutiny over Prince Andrew's ties with convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. The scandal that has long dogged the king's brother was reignited this week after a memoir by Epstein and Andrew accuser Virginia Giuffre was published.
The 65-year-old prince has said he will stop using his titles, including Duke of York, but has "vigorously" denied Giuffre's claims. Buckingham Palace and the U.K. government are under pressure to formally strip Andrew of his dukedom and princely title, and kick him out of the 30-room mansion near Windsor Castle where he lives.
Charles' and Camilla's visit had actually been planned for earlier this year, but was rescheduled after Pope Francis got sick and then died. Charles had strongly wanted to visit the Vatican during the 2025 Holy Year, a once-every-quarter-century celebration of Christianity.

    
Step toward unity
Anglicans split from the Catholic Church in 1534 when English King Henry VIII was refused a marriage annulment. While popes for decades have forged warm relations with the Church of England and the broader Anglican Communion on a path toward greater unity, the two churches remain divided.
The Sistine Chapel service, though, marked a historic new step toward unity and included readings and prayers focused on the unifying theme of God the creator. 
Later Thursday, Charles traveled to a pontifical basilica that has strong, traditional ties to the Church of England, St. Paul's Outside the Walls, to receive a new formal recognition. The title "Royal Confrater" is a sign of spiritual fellowship and was reciprocated by Charles: Leo was given the title of "Papal Confrater of St George's Chapel, Windsor Castle."
At the basilica, Charles sat in a special chair decorated with his coat of arms, bearing the Latin exhortation "Ut Unum Sint" (That they may be one), the mantra for Christian unity. The chair was given to him and will remain in the basilica for Charles and his heirs to use, officials said.

    
Cardinal Vincent Nichols, the Catholic archbishop of Westminster, said that the king's visit strengthens the relationship forged by Queen Elizabeth II, who came to Rome six times during her reign, including during the 2000 Holy Year.
"Pope Leo and King Charles coming together before God in prayer is an example of a genuine and profound cooperation," he told The Associated Press. He recalled that Charles accepted his constitutional role as supreme governor of the Church of England, "but also his role in protecting freedom of religion and the important role of faith in society across his kingdom."
The visit comes just weeks after the election of the first female archbishop of Canterbury, Sarah Mullally. She didn't join the king and queen at the Vatican, since she hasn't been formally installed as the Church of England's spiritual leader. In her place was the archbishop of York, the Most Rev. Stephen Cottrell.

    
Anglican Communion strains
While the king copes with tensions over the Epstein scandal at home, Mullally's election has heightened tensions within the Anglican Communion abroad. The archbishop of Canterbury is considered the "first among equals" in the Anglican Communion, which has more than 85 million members spread across 165 countries. But following Mullally's appointment, a long-building schism in the Anglican Communion appears close to a final rupture.
An organization of conservative Anglican primates -- representing a majority of the communion's membership, primarily in Africa -- announced that it's rejecting all of the bureaucratic links that have historically connected the Anglican Communion.
The Global Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans, known as Gafcon, says it's forming a new structure, although it claims it represents the historic Anglican Communion in a "reordered" form.

    
Its statement denounced the LGBTQ-affirming stances of some parts of the Anglican Communion as precipitating the break, a reference to positions taken by the Church of England and the Episcopal Church in the United States. But it closely followed another Gafcon statement lamenting Mullally's appointment, saying that many believe that only men can be bishops and rejecting her office as a defining point of Anglican unity.
___
Peter B. Smith contributed to this report from Pittsburgh.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Conmocion en Chile: muere nino de 10 anos cuando furgon escolar es impactado por un auto en fuga




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Una mujer consuela a otra frente a un colegio decorado con globos blancos en homenaje a Esteban Hermosilla, de 10 anos, quien murio cuando delincuentes que huian de un robo estrellaron su vehiculo contra una camioneta escolar, en Santiago, Chile, el martes 21 de octubre de 2025. (AP Foto/Esteban Felix)]
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[image: Una mujer coloca una vela en un monumento improvisado frente a una escuela decorada con globos blancos en homenaje a Esteban Hermosilla, de 10 anos, quien murio cuando delincuentes que huian de un robo estrellaron su vehiculo contra una camioneta escolar, en Santiago, Chile, el martes 21 de octubre de 2025. (AP Foto/Esteban Felix)]
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                                        SANTIAGO (AP) -- El ministro de Seguridad de Chile, Luis Cordero, anuncio el martes que el gobierno presentara una querella por homicidio contra dos delincuentes que chocaron su vehiculo contra una furgoneta escolar mientras huian de un asalto, dejando a un nino de 10 anos fallecido y otros siete heridos, entre ellos cinco ninos.
Los hechos se produjeron la vispera cuando el furgon escolar fue impactado por un automovil que huia de la persecucion de un hombre de civil que se habia hecho pasar por policia tras presenciar un asalto en la comuna de Recoleta, en la region Metropolitana de Santiago.
"Dos delincuentes se encontraban realizando robos con violencia en el sector y, al darse la fuga, lamentablemente, colisionaron un vehiculo que transportaba menores de edad", indico Carabineros.
El accidente resulto en la muerte de un nino de 10 anos y otros siete heridos con lesiones de diferente consideracion, entre ellos cinco alumnos de ensenanza basica. Pese a la gravedad de las heridas, todos se encuentran fuera de riesgo vital.

    
Segun dijo a los periodistas Cordero, el Estado procesara a los dos ocupantes del automovil --dos chilenos de 28 y 31 anos con un extenso historial de antecedentes policiales-- por homicidio, mientras evalua posibles medidas en contra del civil que persiguio a los delincuentes.



    
        




    




"Aparece un tercer vehiculo de una persona de 76 anos que al parecer, haciendose pasar por policia, pone una baliza despues de que ocurre el robo", describio el ministro.

    
    
    
El hombre, quien ya contaba con antecedentes policiales como por porte ilegal de armas y ya se habia hecho pasar por policia en otras ocasiones, llego a ser detenido por usurpacion de funciones, pero fue liberado poco despues bajo medidas cautelares solicitadas el martes por la fiscalia. 
"El Ministerio Publico lo ha mantenido en citacion, sin embargo, nosotros estamos recopilando antecedentes para poder tener un poco mas de claridad, especialmente por la usurpacion de funciones en el caso de la funcion policial", indico Cordero.

    
La querella anunciada por el titular de Seguridad se produce poco despues de que el presidente Gabriel Boric anunciara que "el Estado a traves de todas sus instituciones hara valer el derecho y la justicia".

"La muerte de un nino y puesta en riesgo de otros en un choque a un furgon escolar provocado por dos delincuentes (ambos ya detenidos) desgarra el alma de Chile", dijo Boric en su cuenta X.
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    EEUU ataca 2 lanchas en el Pacifico que supuestamente llevaban drogas y mata a 5 personas




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: El secretario de Defensa de EEUU, Pete Hegseth, escucha mientras el y la jefa de despacho de la Casa Blanca, Susie Wiles, acompanan al presidente Donald Trump, en primer plano a la izquierda, en una reunion con el primer ministro australiano Anthony Albanese en la Casa Blanca, en Washington, el lunes 20 de octubre de 2025. (AP Foto/Evan Vucci)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Las fuerzas armadas de Estados Unidos lanzaron su noveno ataque contra una embarcacion que presuntamente llevaba drogas y mato a tres personas que iban a bordo mientras navegaba en aguas del oceano Pacifico, informo el miercoles el secretario de Defensa estadounidense, Pete Hegseth.
El ataque del miercoles se suma a otro ataque realizado el martes por la noche, tambien en el Pacifico oriental, con el que mato a dos personas, senalo Hegseth.
Los ataques del martes y miercoles fueron distintos a los siete previos, ya que los primeros se llevaron a cabo en el Caribe. El numero de personas que han muerto por los ataques estadounidenses contra lanchas suman al menos 37 desde que el mes pasado lanzo una ofensiva en la region contra el narcotrafico.
Los nuevos ataques representan una expansion del area de ataques militares estadounidenses hacia aguas frente a Sudamerica, donde se trafica gran parte de la cocaina de los mayores productores mundiales. En su publicacion, Hegseth hizo una analogia entre la guerra contra el terrorismo que Estados Unidos declaro despues de los atentados del 11 de septiembre de 2001 y la ofensiva del gobierno de Donald Trump.

    
"Asi como Al Qaeda libro una guerra en nuestra patria, estos carteles estan librando una guerra en nuestra frontera y contra nuestra gente", expreso Hegseth.



    
        




    




Mas tarde el miercoles, se refirio a los presuntos narcotraficantes como "el 'Al Qaeda' de nuestro hemisferio".

    
    > Stay up to date with the latest U.S. news by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


Trump ha argumentado que Estados Unidos esta involucrado en un "conflicto armado" contra los carteles de la droga, y ha dicho que las organizaciones criminales son combatientes ilegales, apoyandose en la misma autoridad juridica utilizada por el gobierno del presidente George W. Bush para librar la guerra contra el terrorismo.

    
Trump dice que proximamente podria haber ataques en tierra
Al preguntarsele sobre el ataque del martes, Trump insistio en que "tenemos autoridad legal. Se nos permite hacer eso", y afirmo que, a la larga, podrian efectuarse ataques similares en tierra.
"Los golpearemos muy fuerte cuando vengan por tierra", dijo Trump a periodistas en el Despacho Oval. "Estamos totalmente preparados para hacer eso. Y probablemente volveremos al Congreso y explicaremos exactamente lo que estamos haciendo cuando actuemos en tierra".
Legisladores de ambos partidos politicos han expresado su preocupacion de que Trump ordene acciones militares sin recibir autorizacion del Congreso ni proporcionar muchos detalles.
Ubicado junto a Trump, el secretario de Estado estadounidense, Marco Rubio, defendio tales ataques. "Si la gente quiere dejar de ver botes con drogas que estallan, dejen de enviar drogas a Estados Unidos", dijo.
Trump indico que los ataques que esta ordenando son para salvar a estadounidenses, y que "la unica manera en que no puedes sentirte mal por ello... es que te das cuenta de que cada vez que ves que eso sucede, estas salvando 25.000 vidas".

    
Atacando un bote en una via de contrabando de cocaina
En el primer video publicado por Hegseth el miercoles, se ve un pequeno bote --medio lleno de paquetes color marron-- desplazandose en el agua. Varios segundos despues, la embarcacion explota y queda a la deriva en llamas.
El segundo video muestra otra lancha moviendose rapidamente antes de ser alcanzada por una explosion. Imagenes posteriores muestran paquetes flotando en el agua.
Las fuerzas armadas estadounidenses han acumulado un destacamento inusualmente grande en el mar Caribe y en aguas frente a la costa de Venezuela desde mediados de ano, lo que ha generado especulaciones de que Trump podria intentar derrocar al presidente venezolano Nicolas Maduro, quien enfrenta cargos de narcoterrorismo en Estados Unidos.
En sus publicaciones sobre los ataques, Trump ha argumentado repetidamente que los narcoticos ilegales y el fentanilo transportado por las embarcaciones han estado envenenando a los estadounidenses.
Si bien la mayoria de las muertes por sobredosis en Estados Unidos son por fentanilo, este es transportado por tierra desde Mexico. Venezuela es una importante zona de transito de drogas, pero el oriente del oceano Pacifico, no el Caribe, es la via principal para el contrabando de cocaina.

    
Colombia y Peru, paises con costas en el oriente del Pacifico, son los mayores productores de cocaina del mundo. Entre ellos se encuentra Ecuador, cuyos puertos de clase mundial y numerosos contenedores maritimos llenos de platanos se han convertido en el vehiculo perfecto para que los narcotraficantes muevan su producto.
El gobierno estadounidense no ha intentado enjuiciar a los ocupantes de las embarcaciones que ha atacado, luego de que devolvio a dos sobrevivientes de un ataque previo a sus paises de origen: Ecuador y Colombia.
Posteriormente, las autoridades ecuatorianas liberaron al hombre que fue devuelto, diciendo que no tenian evidencia de que hubiese cometido un delito en Ecuador.
Congreso plantea interrogantes mientras los ataques continuan

    
Algunos legisladores republicanos le han pedido a la Casa Blanca mas aclaraciones sobre la justificacion juridica y detalles especificos sobre como se llevan a cabo los ataques, mientras que los democratas insisten en que violan el derecho estadounidense e internacional.
El senador democrata Richard Blumenthal, miembro de la Comision de Servicios Armados del Senado, indico que estaba alarmado y enojado por la falta de informacion sobre los ataques.
"El ampliar el alcance geografico simplemente expande la ilegalidad y la imprudencia en el uso de las fuerzas armadas estadounidenses, sin que aparentemente haya una justificacion juridica ni practica", manifesto Blumenthal.
Indico que la forma de atacar el trafico seria detener los botes e interrogar a los que estan a bordo para encontrar la fuente de las drogas, "no solo destruir a los contrabandistas, que probablemente esten al final de la cadena de contrabando".
El Senado, de mayoria republicana, voto recientemente en contra de una resolucion de poderes de guerra patrocinada por los democratas, la cual habria requerido que el presidente solicitara autorizacion del Congreso antes de ordenar mas ataques militares.
El senador republicano John Kennedy indico que se reunio con Rubio.

"El ha investigado cuidadosamente las ramificaciones juridicas y cree que estamos en terreno firme al atacar a estos narcoterroristas", manifesto Kennedy. "Confio en su buen juicio".
___
Los periodistas de The Associated Press Will Weissert y Kevin Freking en Washington y Regina Garcia Cano en Caracas contribuyeron a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Tormenta tropical Melissa amenaza Haiti, Republica Dominicana y Jamaica




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Esta imagen satelital de la Oficina Nacional de Administracion Oceanica y Atmosferica (NOAA, por sus siglas en ingles), tomada a las 11:40 a.m. del martes 21 de octubre de 2025, muestra la tormenta tropical Melissa en el mar Caribe. (Foto NOAA via AP)]
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- La tormenta tropical Melissa comenzo a descargar fuertes lluvias sobre La Espanola el martes, mientras los meteorologos advertian sobre un riesgo significativo de inundaciones en partes de la region del Caribe a lo largo de la semana .
Las lluvias causaron problemas de trafico en la capital de Republica Dominicana, Santo Domingo, y al menos un semaforo se habia caido mientras los vientos azotaban la ciudad. Los partidos de la liga de beisbol profesional del pais fueron cancelados.
La gente en Haiti se mostro preocupada por la posibilidad de fuertes inundaciones, que han devastado el pais durante tormentas pasadas debido a la erosion generalizada.
El martes por la noche, Melissa se encontraba unos 520 kilometros (325 millas) al sur-suroeste de Puerto Principe, Haiti, con vientos maximos sostenidos de 80 km/h (50 mph), segun el Centro Nacional de Huracanes de Estados Unidos en Miami. Se movia en direccion oeste a 20 km/h (13 mph).

    
Se emitio una alerta de huracan para el sur de Haiti , mientras que una alerta de tormenta tropical estaba vigente para Jamaica.
Se esperaban de 12 a 25 centimetros (5 a 10 pulgadas) de lluvia en el sur de Haiti y el sur de la Republica Dominicana hasta el viernes, con varios centimetros tambien esperados en Jamaica. Tambien se pronosticaron fuertes lluvias para las areas del norte de La Espanola, Aruba y Puerto Rico.




    
        




    




Se esperaba mas lluvia intensa despues del viernes, y habia un riesgo significativo de inundaciones repentinas y deslizamientos de tierra. Se pronosticaba que Melissa ganaria fuerza gradualmente, pero los meteorologos estadounidenses advirtieron que su trayectoria y movimiento eran inciertos y que las personas en la region debian permanecer alerta.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Trump impone nuevas sanciones a petroleras rusas para presionar a Putin a poner fin a la guerra
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- El gobierno del presidente Donald Trump anuncio el miercoles nuevas "sanciones masivas" contra la industria petrolera de Rusia con el objetivo de llevar al presidente ruso Vladimir Putin a la mesa de negociaciones y poner fin a la brutal guerra de Moscu en Ucrania.
Las sanciones contra las gigantes petroleras Rosneft y Lukoil se producen despues de varios meses de llamados del presidente ucraniano Volodymyr Zelenskyy, asi como a la presion bipartidista sobre Trump para que imponga sanciones mas duras a la industria petrolera rusa, el motor economico que le ha permitido a Rusia continuar con su desgastante conflicto incluso mientras se encuentra practicamente aislada de la comunidad internacional.
"Esperemos que entre en razon", dijo Trump sobre Putin poco despues de que el Departamento del Tesoro anuncio las sanciones contra las dos principales companias petroleras de Rusia y sus subsidiarias. "Y esperemos que Zelenskyy tambien sea razonable. Ya saben, se necesita de dos para bailar tango, como dicen".

    
El gobierno estadounidense anuncio las sanciones mientras el secretario general de la OTAN, Mark Rutte, se encontraba de visita en Washington para reunirse con Trump. La alianza militar ha estado coordinando la entrega de armas a Ucrania, muchas de ellas compradas a Estados Unidos por Canada y paises europeos.



    
        




    




El secretario del Tesoro, Scott Bessent, dijo que las nuevas sanciones eran una respuesta directa a la negativa de Moscu a poner fin a su " guerra sin sentido" y un intento por sofocar "la maquinaria de guerra del Kremlin".

    
    
    
Bessent anadio que el Departamento del Tesoro estaba preparado para tomar acciones adicionales en caso de que sea necesario para apoyar los esfuerzos de Trump por poner fin a la guerra. "Animamos a nuestros aliados a unirse a nosotros y adherirse a estas sanciones".
La declaracion se produjo despues de que drones y misiles rusos alcanzaron distintos puntos de Ucrania, matando al menos a seis personas, incluida una mujer y sus dos hijas pequenas.

    
El ataque llego en oleadas desde la noche del martes hasta el miercoles y apunto al menos a ocho ciudades ucranianas, asi como a un poblado en la region de la capital, Kiev, donde un ataque incendio una casa en la que se encontraban la madre y sus hijas de 6 meses y 12 anos, explico el gobernador, Mykola Kalashnyk.
Al menos 29 personas, incluidos cinco ninos, resultaron heridas en Kiev, que parecia ser el objetivo principal de la ofensiva, indicaron las autoridades.
Los drones rusos tambien alcanzaron el miercoles un jardin de infantes en Jarkiv, la segunda ciudad mas grande del pais, mientras habia menores en el interior, dijo el alcalde, Ihor Terekhov. Una persona murio y seis mas resultaron heridas, entre las que no habia ninos, agrego.
En el Despacho Oval, Rutte se esforzo por destacar que el armamento que Estados Unidos esta vendiendo a Europa para su entrega a Ucrania ha sido esencial para ayudar a frenar muchos de los ataques ataques, como el que devasto el jardin de infantes.

    
"Necesitamos asegurarnos de que los sistemas antiaereos esten en su lugar, y necesitamos de los sistemas de Estados Unidos para hacerlo, y los europeos los estan pagando", dijo Rutte. "Es exactamente el tipo de acciones que necesitabamos, y el presidente lo esta haciendo y esta tratando de hacer todo lo posible para que este trabajo se lleve a cabo".
Zelenskyy destaco que muchos de los ninos estaban en estado de shock. Senalo que el ataque apunto a 10 regiones: Kiev, Odesa, Chernihiv, Dnipropetrovsk, Kirovogrado, Poltava, Vinnytsia, Zaporiyia, Cherkasy y Sumy.

    
Los esfuerzos de paz se estancan
Los esfuerzos del presidente Trump para poner fin a la guerra que comenzo cuando Rusia invadio a su vecino hace mas de tres anos no han logrado avances. Trump ha expresado repetidamente su frustracion ante las negativas de Putin a ceder en sus condiciones para llegar a un acuerdo despues de que Ucrania ofrecio un alto el fuego y conversaciones de paz directas.
Trump destaco el martes que sus planes para una reunion inmediata con Putin estaban suspendidos porque no queria que fuera una "perdida de tiempo". Los lideres europeos acusaron a Putin de dilatar el conflicto.
En lo que parecia ser un recordatorio publico de los arsenales atomicos rusos, Putin ordeno el miercoles ejercicios de las fuerzas nucleares estrategicas del pais.
Zelenskyy insto a la Union Europea, a Estados Unidos y al Grupo de los 7 a aumentar la presion sobre el Kremlin y obligarlo a sentarse a la mesa de negociaciones. La presion a Moscu puede aplicarse "solo a traves de sanciones, capacidades de misiles de largo alcance y diplomacia coordinada entre todos nuestros socios", afirmo.
Durante una cumbre de la UE a realizarse el jueves en Bruselas, es probable que se discuta la posibilidad de aplicar nuevas sanciones economicas internacionales contra Rusia. Mientras que para el viernes esta programada en Londres una reunion de la Coalicion de los Dispuestos --un grupo de 35 paises que apoyan a Ucrania.

    
Zelenskyy atribuyo la disposicion de Putin a reunirse a los comentarios de Trump de que estaba considerando la posibilidad de suministrar misiles Tomahawk a Ucrania. El presidente estadounidense dijo mas tarde que era cauteloso al recurrir al suministro de Tomahawks por preocupaciones sobre las existencias disponibles.
Rusia no ha hecho avances significativos en el campo de batalla, donde la guerra de desgaste ha causado grandes bajas en la infanteria rusa y Ucrania carece de efectivos, de acuerdo con analistas militares. Mientras, tanto Moscu como Kiev han invertido en capacidades de ataque de largo alcance para mermar la retaguardia rival.
Ucrania dice que alcanzo una importante planta quimica rusa
El Estado Mayor del Ejercito de Ucrania dijo que sus fuerzas atacaron el martes una planta quimica en la region rusa de Bryansk con misiles aire-tierra Storm Shadow de fabricacion britanica. La fabrica es una parte importante del complejo militar e industrial ruso que produce polvora, explosivos, combustible para misiles y municiones, explico.
Funcionarios rusos en la region confirmaron un ataque pero no mencionaron la planta.
Ucrania tambien se adjudico bombardeos nocturnos en la planta mecanica de Saransk en Mordovia, Rusia, la cual produce componentes para municiones y minas, y en la refineria de Makhachkala, en la republica rusa de Daguestan.
El Ministerio de Defensa de Moscu apunto que sus defensas antiaereas derribaron 33 drones ucranianos en varias regiones durante la noche, incluyendo las inmediaciones de San Petersburgo. Ocho aeropuertos suspendieron temporalmente los vuelos.
Ademas, Zelenskyy llego el miercoles a Oslo, Noruega, y despues viajo a Estocolmo, donde el y el primer ministro sueco, Ulf Kristersson, firmaron un acuerdo para explorar la posibilidad de que Ucrania compre hasta 150 aviones de combate Gripen de fabricacion sueca durante la proxima decada o mas. Ucrania ya ha recibido F-16 de fabricacion estadounidense y Mirages franceses.
Trump dice que Rusia es uno de los temas en la agenda de su reunion con Xi
Se tiene previsto que Trump se reuna la proxima semana con el presidente chino Xi Jinping cuando ambos mandatarios viajen a Corea del Sur para la Cumbre de Cooperacion Economica Asia-Pacifico.
Pekin no ha proporcionado apoyo directo a Rusia durante la guerra, pero ha aumentado sus ventas a Rusia de herramientas de maquinaria, microelectronica y otras tecnologias que Moscu, a su vez, esta utilizando para producir misiles, tanques, aviones y demas armamento para la guerra contra Ucrania, segun una evaluacion estadounidense.
Trump ha dicho que cree que la guerra entre Rusia y Ucrania llegaria a su fin si todos los paises de la OTAN dejan de comprar petroleo ruso e imponen aranceles a China de entre 50% y 100% por sus compras de petroleo a Rusia.
"Creo que podria tener una gran influencia sobre Putin", dijo Trump sobre Xi.
Beijing aun no ha confirmado la reunion entre Xi y Trump.
____

Blann informo desde Kiev, Ucrania. Los periodistas de The Associated Press Hanna Arhirova, Illia Novikov, Samya Kullab, Andrea Rosa y Yehor Konovalov en Kiev, Ucrania, y Josh Boak en Washington contribuyeron a este despacho.
____
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Tormenta tropical Melissa provoca fuertes lluvias en Haiti y Republica Dominicana
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                    Esta imagen satelital de la Oficina Nacional de Administracion Oceanica y Atmosferica (NOAA, por sus siglas en ingles), tomada a las 11:40 a.m. del martes 21 de octubre de 2025, muestra la tormenta tropical Melissa en el mar Caribe. (Foto NOAA via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            POR 
            DANICA COTO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Read in English 
            

        
    

                                        SAN JUAN (AP) -- La tormenta tropical Melissa dejo caer fuertes lluvias el miercoles sobre partes de Haiti, Jamaica y Republica Dominicana, mientras que meteorologos advirtieron de un riesgo significativo de inundaciones en el norte del Caribe y las autoridades instaron a quienes viven en areas propensas a inundaciones a irse a terrenos mas altos.
El presidente dominicano Luis Abinader anuncio que las escuelas de nueve provincias cerrarian el miercoles y jueves, y emitio una orden vinculante para que el sector publico y las empresas privadas no esenciales cierren.
Decenas de personas en el sur de Republica Dominicana ya habian acudido a refugios mientras unos 500 rescatistas voluntarios se desplegaban por la region. Ademas, las autoridades dijeron que decenas de sistemas de suministro de agua estaban fuera de servicio, afectando a mas de medio millon de clientes.

    
En Haiti, la poblacion se mostro preocupada ante la posibilidad de inundaciones graves, las cuales han devastado el pais durante tormentas pasadas debido a la erosion generalizada.
El ministro de Agua y Medio Ambiente de Jamaica, Matthew Samuda, indico que se pondran a disposicion 881 albergues en toda la isla, segun sea necesario. El gobierno tambien ordeno el cierre de todos los tribunales a partir del miercoles por la tarde, y las clases se impartiran en forma remota el jueves.



    
        




    




"Las personas en Haiti, la Republica Dominicana, Cuba y Jamaica deben prepararse para la creciente amenaza de lluvias torrenciales, inundaciones repentinas, cortes de energia y caminos arrasados. Los impactos de Melissa podrian ser catastroficos", advirtio Alex DaSilva, experto en huracanes en la empresa meteorologica AccuWeather.

    
    
    
Melissa tenia vientos maximos sostenidos de 85 kilometros por hora (50 millas por hora), y se desplazaba en direccion oeste a 2 km/h (1 mph), segun el Centro Nacional de Huracanes (NHC, por sus siglas en ingles) el miercoles por la noche.

    
La tormenta de movimiento lento se ubicaba a unos 530 kilometros (330 millas) al sur-suroeste de Puerto Principe, y a unos 480 kilometros (300 millas) al sureste de Kingston.
"La inundacion es historicamente la carta de presentacion mas mortal de los sistemas tropicales en esta parte del mundo, y la amenaza que plantea Melissa no sera una excepcion", expreso Michael Lowry, especialista en huracanes y experto en marejadas ciclonicas.
Se preve que Melissa continue su trayectoria errante y se fortalezca gradualmente. Se calcula que este mas cerca de Jamaica y el suroeste de Haiti posteriormente esta semana, y el viernes podria convertirse en huracan. El fin de semana podria intensificarse aun mas.
"Desafortunadamente, es cada vez mas probable que Melissa se convierta en un huracan grande y peligroso", advirtio el NHC, con sede en Miami.
Hay un aviso de huracan en vigor para el sur de Haiti, desde la frontera que comparte con Republica Dominicana hasta Puerto Principe, mientras que Jamaica se encuentra bajo un aviso de tormenta tropical.
Eso significaba que es posible que haya condiciones de huracan en el sur de Haiti a partir del viernes, y que condiciones de tormenta tropical puedan comenzar a afectar a Jamaica el jueves por la noche o el viernes, indico el NHC.

    
Se preven de 12 a 25 centimetros (5 a 10 pulgadas) de lluvia en el este de Jamaica, el sur de Haiti y el sur de Republica Dominicana hasta el viernes, con cantidades mayores en algunas areas. Tambien se pronostican varios centimetros de precipitaciones en otras partes de esas islas, al igual que en Aruba y Puerto Rico.
Melissa es la 13ra tormenta con nombre de la temporada de huracanes del Atlantico, y la primera de este tipo que se forma en el Caribe este ano.

La Oficina Nacional de Administracion Oceanica y Atmosferica habia pronosticado una temporada por encima de lo normal, con 13 a 18 tormentas con nombre. De esas, se vaticino que entre cinco y nueve se convertirian en huracanes, incluidos dos a cinco huracanes de categoria 3 o mayor, que tienen vientos de 179 km/h (111 mph) o mas.
La temporada de huracanes del Atlantico se extiende del 1 de junio al 30 de noviembre.
____
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/tormenta-tropical-melissa-haiti-republica-dominicana-jamaica-4415b247f6601846de67a25c68251f73



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Climate

    La tormenta tropical Melissa avanza por el Caribe mientras las islas se preparan para la lluvia
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                                        SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) -- La tormenta tropical Melissa avanzaba lentamente por el mar Caribe el jueves, llevando consigo el riesgo de aludes de tierra e inundaciones peligrosas en Jamaica y el sur de La Espanola. Las autoridades instaron a los residentes de las areas propensas a inundaciones a buscar terrenos mas altos.
Decenas de personas ya se encontraban en refugios en la Republica Dominicana, y las escuelas, negocios y agencias gubernamentales estaban cerrados en las nueve provincias bajo alerta. Decenas de sistemas de suministro de agua estaban fuera de servicio el miercoles, afectando a mas de medio millon de clientes.
En Jamaica, las autoridades dijeron que 881 refugios estarian disponibles segun fuera necesario. Se ordeno el cierre de los tribunales y las escuelas debian cambiar a clases remotas el jueves.
Evan Thompson, director del Servicio Meteorologico de Jamaica, dijo que la region oriental de la isla podria recibir hasta 30 centimetros (12 pulgadas) de lluvia. "Ahora, eso es una cantidad significativa de lluvia, y es lo principal de lo que debemos ser conscientes en este momento", afirmo.

    
Se esperaban cantidades similares de lluvia para el sur de Haiti y el sur de la Republica Dominicana hasta el sabado, con incluso mas lluvia posible en algunos puntos dependiendo de la trayectoria de Melissa mas adelante en la semana. Tambien se pronosticaron lluvias intensas para el oeste de Jamaica, el sur de La Espanola, Aruba y Puerto Rico.



    
        




    




Habia una preocupacion adicional sobre el impacto de la tormenta en Haiti, que comparte la isla de La Espanola con la Republica Dominicana y ha sido devastado por tormentas pasadas. La violencia de las pandillas, la pobreza y la gobernanza ineficaz significan que los preparativos para la tormenta son limitados.

    
    
    
La madrugada del jueves, Melissa tenia vientos maximos sostenidos de 80 kilometros por hora (50 millas por hora) y se movia hacia el oeste-noroeste a 5 km/h (3 mph), informo el Centro Nacional de Huracanes de Estados Unidos en Miami.

    
El centro de la tormenta de lento movimiento estaba unos 485 km (300 millas) al sur-suroeste de Puerto Principe, Haiti, y unos 390 kilometros (unas 240 millas) al sur-sureste de Kingston, Jamaica.
Se esperaba que Melissa se acercara a Jamaica y al suroeste de Haiti mas adelante en la semana. Se pronosticaba que se fortaleceria gradualmente y podria convertirse en un huracan el viernes y en un huracan de categoria 3 o mas para el fin de semana.
"Desafortunadamente, es cada vez mas probable que Melissa se convierta en un huracan grande y peligroso", advirtio el centro de Estados Unidos.
Melissa es la 13ra tormenta con nombre de la temporada de huracanes del Atlantico, y la primera tormenta con nombre que se forma en el Caribe este ano.

La Administracion Nacional Oceanica y Atmosferica habia pronosticado una temporada por encima de lo normal con 13 a 18 tormentas con nombre. De esas, se pronostico que de cinco a nueve se convertirian en huracanes, incluidos de dos a cinco huracanes de categoria 3 o mas, que tienen vientos de 178 km/h (111 mph) o mas.
La temporada de huracanes del Atlantico dura del 1 de junio al 30 de noviembre.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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