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      Breaking News

      
        China vows to boost consumption
        BEIJING - China's ruling Communist Party said on Thursday the country has to "vigorously boost consumption" and "consolidate national security" in the next five years, state media reported, as a key gathering concluded in Beijing.

      

      
        British ex-soldier cleared of Bloody Sunday murders
        BELFAST - A judge in Belfast on Thursday acquitted a British ex-paratrooper of killing unarmed civilians during the 1972 Bloody Sunday massacre in Northern Ireland.

      

      
        Thailand longs for rail link with China
        As Thailand and China continue their long-standing collaboration on the Bangkok-Nong Khai high-speed rail project, public sentiment in Thailand remains a mix of anticipation and frustration.

      

      
        Malaysian PM says US trade deal '99.9% resolved'
        Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim says his country is on the verge of wrapping up a trade deal with the United States after President Donald Trump slapped hefty tariffs on imports of its goods.

      

      
        Phangan nominee crackdown stepped up
        Thai authorities say they found irregularities involving an accounting firm and real estate projects possibly linked to foreign owners during a recent inspection of suspected nominee businesses on the tourist island of Koh Phangan.

      

      
        Thai minister sees 'progress' toward Cambodia peace deal
        Talks between Thailand and Cambodia this week have made "meaningful progress", Thai Defence Minister Natthaphon Narkphanit said on Thursday, ahead of the potential signing of a broader ceasefire agreement between the two countries on Sunday.

      

      
        Samsen station demolition expected to finish by Oct 25
        The demolition of the Samsen police station building is 70% complete and is expected to be finished by Saturday, according to Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) officials.

      

      
        Myanmar scam centre raid sends hundreds fleeing to Thailand
        Nearly 700 people have fled one of Myanmar's most notorious scam centres and crossed into Thailand after a military raid on the compound, according to the governor of Tak province.

      

      
        Oil and gas firms resist pressure to end 'greenwashing'
        PARIS - Oil and gas companies have increasingly come under legal attack over their role in contributing to global warming, yet unlike other industries that face tougher regulations they have not abandoned their climate marketing claims.

      

      
        Indonesia defiant as IOC decries ban on Israeli gymnasts
        JAKARTA - Indonesia has vowed to play an "active role" in global sports after the International Olympic Committee (IOC) urged federations not to stage events there following the country's ban on Israeli gymnasts.
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                  China vows to boost consumption                

                Top Party officials conclude discussions on next Five-Year Plan
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                                BEIJING - China's ruling Communist Party said on Thursday the country has to "vigorously boost consumption" and "consolidate national security" in the next five years, state media reported, as a key gathering concluded in Beijing.
The four days of closed-door meetings began on Monday and involved high-ranking officials discussing long-term strategies for the 15th Five-Year Plan, which starts next year.

The talks come at an uncertain time for the world's second-largest economy, beset by sluggish domestic spending, a protracted crisis in the property sector and a turbulent trade war with the United States.

As the gathering ended on Thursday, leaders vowed to strive for "rapid economic development".

"Efforts must be made to vigorously boost consumption, expand effective investment and resolutely eliminate bottlenecks," said a readout published by the state news agency Xinhua.

China's economy has failed to fully rebound post-pandemic, with official data on Monday showing that it expanded 4.8% year-on-year in the third quarter, the slowest growth since the same period last year.

"In terms of boosting consumption, it's no surprise that it now carries greater weight as a driver of domestic demand," said Yue Su from the Economist Intelligence Unit.

"We can ... expect investment to focus more on consumption-related sectors and activities, such as improved urban planning, public services, and elderly care," she added.

Observers were closely watching this week's gathering of the Central Committee -- an elite body with around 200 members and 170 alternates -- for signs of the government's core policy objectives.

The next five-year plan, which like its predecessors will encompass political, economic, social and environmental goals, provide a roadmap through to 2030 and should be approved in March.

"What stands out is first and foremost continuity," said Bert Hofman of the National University of Singapore after reviewing the readout.

"New development pattern, high quality growth, technological self-sufficiency -- all were prominent in the 14th Plan."

He noted though there were some "important nuances".

For example, "in the section on domestic demand: before the focus was on supply creating demand, now it starts with demand creating supply".

'Good at fighting'

China's leaders also vowed on Thursday to solidify national security, according to Xinhua.

The country must "dare to fight and be good at fighting, and bravely face major tests of high winds and waves and even perilous situations", the readout said, without specifying details.

As China's military might has grown over the last few decades, tensions with the United States and others in the Asia-Pacific region have risen.

China insists self-ruled Taiwan is part of its territory, and has threatened to seize the democratic island by force.

Several countries are ensnared in longstanding territorial disputes with Beijing in the contested South China Sea.

The military has been the subject of a sweeping graft purge recently, with nine top army officials expelled for having "seriously violated" discipline last week.

On Thursday, Zhang Shengmin, a general in Beijing's secretive Rocket Force, was named as the replacement vice-chair of the powerful Central Military Commission, one of the country's top military posts.

Going green

Leaders also vowed to strengthen environmental efforts.

China is the world's biggest emitter of greenhouse gases but is also a global renewable energy powerhouse.

"We must continue to deepen pollution prevention... accelerate the development of a new energy system, actively and steadily advance and achieve carbon peak and accelerate the formation of a green production and lifestyles," the readout said.

Beijing in September issued its first ever absolute targets for cutting planet-warming gases.

By 2035, China will reduce economy-wide emissions by 7-10% relative to the year of the country's peak emissions, believed to be 2025.
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                Belfast judge says prosecutors could not prove guilt in 1972 shootings in Northern Ireland
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                                BELFAST - A judge in Belfast on Thursday acquitted a British ex-paratrooper of killing unarmed civilians during the 1972 Bloody Sunday massacre in Northern Ireland.
Judge Patrick Lynch told the court he was "satisfied that the soldier or soldiers who opened fire ... did so with the intention to kill" but that the prosecution "cannot establish by whose hand the fatal shots were fired, nor those that wounded" others.

"I find the accused not guilty on all seven counts," he said, acquitting him of two charges of murder and five of attempted murder during one of the most difficult events of the three-decade "Troubles" that plagued Northern Ireland.

The former soldier, identified only as Soldier F, listened to the ruling from behind a thick blue curtain, hidden from view of the packed courtroom.

He had been charged with murdering civilians James Wray and William McKinney, and attempting to murder five others during the crackdown on a civil rights protest in the city of Londonderry -- also known as Derry to pro-Irish nationalists.

British troops opened fire on protesters in the majority-Catholic Bogside area of the city on Jan 30, 1972, killing 13 people. A 14th victim later died of his wounds.

The case is deeply divisive in Northern Ireland, where the decades of sectarian violence that began in the 1960s still cast a long shadow, even after a peace deal was brokered in 1998.

'Shooting unjustified'

During the month-long trial that ended last week, Soldier F, whose request to remain anonymous throughout the proceedings had been granted, remained unseen.

In previous interviews, he told police he no longer had a reliable recollection of the events and was not called to give evidence in his own defence during the trial.

The prosecution brought the case on the basis that the shootings were "unjustified".

"The civilians ... did not pose a threat to the soldiers and nor could the soldiers have believed that they did," prosecutor Louis Mably told the Belfast Crown Court at the opening of the trial.

Last week, the judge refused an application by defence lawyer Mark Mulholland to dismiss the case because the evidence could not be relied on.

Mulholland argued that statements made by two key witnesses, Soldiers G and H, who were present in Londonderry that day along with Soldier F, were unreliable and inconsistent.

The trial heard medical and forensic evidence that the two victims were killed by shots fired most likely from the same gun.

Mably submitted that it was "implausible" that Soldier F could not recall whether or not he opened fire during the incident, and insisted that the witness statements were consistent.

Apology from Cameron

Bloody Sunday helped galvanise support for the Provisional IRA, the main paramilitary organisation fighting for a united Ireland and against British rule in Northern Ireland.

It was one of the bloodiest incidents in the conflict known as the Troubles, during which around 3,500 people were killed. It largely ended with the 1998 peace accords.

Northern Irish prosecutors first recommended that Soldier F stand trial in 2019.

A 1972 inquiry into the killings cleared the soldiers of culpability but was widely seen by Catholics as a whitewash.

That probe, the Widgery Tribunal, closed off prosecutions, and only after the 1998 peace accords was a new investigation, known as the Saville Inquiry, opened.

That 12-year public inquiry -- the largest investigation in UK legal history -- concluded in 2010 that British paratroopers had lost control and that none of the victims had posed a threat.

The probe prompted then prime minister David Cameron to issue a formal apology for the killings, calling them "unjustified and unjustifiable".

Northern Irish police then began a murder investigation and submitted their files to prosecutors in 2016.

The case against Soldier F faced multiple delays, and bringing other ex-soldiers to trial is widely seen as unlikely.
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                                As Thailand and China continue their long-standing collaboration on the Bangkok-Nong Khai high-speed rail project, public sentiment in Thailand remains a mix of anticipation and frustration.
The ambitious infrastructure plan, which aims to connect major cities in Thailand with China's advanced rail network, has faced significant delays -- stretching over a decade without completion.

The rail line is under construction in multiple phases in Thailand. It will be the first high-speed line in the country once the project is finished.

The first phase, a 253-kilometre line from Bangkok to Nakhon Ratchasima city, is currently divided into 14 civil engineering contracts, with an additional contract for the rail system and train procurement.

As of Sept 25, overall progress stood at 48.6%, according to official data from the State Railway of Thailand, with operations expected to start in 2028. The total cost of the first phase is estimated to be 179 billion baht.

The second phase, from Nakhon Ratchasima to Nong Khai, was approved by the cabinet in February 2025. It will span 357km and cost 341 billion baht to build, with operations expected to start in 2031.

The third phase, from Nong Khai to Vientiane in Laos, has not been confirmed.

There is, however, an existing single railway connection near the First Thai-Lao Friendship Bridge. This railway is envisioned to serve as a major connection along the Kunming city-Singapore central line.

Journalists debate issue

The issue of the Thai-Chinese high-speed rail project was raised recently during a public discussion between members of the Thai Journalists Association (TJA) and the All-China Journalists Association (ACJA) in China.

Six Thai journalists, led by TJA President Norrinee Ruangnoo, were on a cultural and professional exchange visit. The delegation travelled to Lanzhou city in the north-central province of Gansu, and also to Beijing, from Oct 12-16 at the invitation of the ACJA.

At the discussion, the Thai journalists expressed concern about the slow progress of the railway project.

"It's been more than a decade, and the project still isn't finished," one Thai journalist said. "If it had been completed [sooner](#), it could have already linked us more closely with China."

However, the Chinese participants in the conversation shared a different perspective.

Li Xiaojun, deputy director of public relations for the Gansu Provincial Committee of the Communist Party of China and Director of the Gansu Provincial Government Information Office, said: "I personally benefit from the high-speed rail system. In fact, most Chinese people feel proud when talking about it."

She emphasised China's leadership in rail technology, citing its expertise in design, manufacturing and planning.

The discussion also touched on China's role in bringing high-speed rail to Laos.

Ms Li said she visited Laos in April this year, adding that she was very impressed with the positive impact of the China-Laos railway.

"Locals are happy. It has improved transport and even changed lives at the destination," she said, adding that such projects could strengthen bilateral ties and elevate living standards.

Looking ahead, she said she hoped Thailand would accelerate the development of its railway infrastructure project.

"I really wish to ride the high-speed train to Thailand one day and explore the country. It's not just about speed -- it's about the experience, the beautiful views and the journey itself," she said.

As Thailand continues to navigate the complexities of infrastructure development, high-speed rail remains a symbol of regional connectivity, technological ambition and shared aspirations between the two nations, participants at the discussion agreed.

Source of frustration

While the vision of a seamless high-speed rail network connecting China to Southeast Asia remains compelling, the Thai segment of the project has become a focal point of frustration and debate.

"We're waiting, too," said another Thai journalist. "If the project is ever completed, we'll be there to welcome our Chinese friends at the station."

The start of the project was held up by disagreements over loan terms offered by China, leading Thailand to decide to self-finance parts of the line. Technology transfer and requirements for Chinese materials and workers were also sticking points for Thailand.

Beyond construction delays, concerns have also emerged about the role of Chinese investors.

Some Thai participants voiced unease over the perceived isolationism among Chinese businesses operating along the railway route.

"Investors often keep to themselves and don't engage much with local communities," another Thai speaker said. "It creates a sense of separation."

Others echoed this sentiment, suggesting that Chinese companies be more transparent and inclusive.

"If the Chinese government is aware of this, perhaps they can encourage better communication and integration," the Thai speaker said. "It's not just about building railways -- it's about building trust."

There was acknowledgement from Chinese participants that these concerns are valid.

"Yes, this is a problem," one Chinese journalist said. "Even within China, companies don't always engage with the media or the public effectively."

As the high-speed rail project remains stalled in Thailand, the conversation has also shifted from engineering to diplomacy, transparency and regional cooperation. (Story continues below)
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Golden Jubilee

In celebration of the 50th anniversary of Thai-China diplomatic relations, Ms Norrinee emphasised the long-standing cooperation between the Thai and Chinese journalists' associations, noting that this year's golden jubilee of diplomatic ties presents a unique opportunity to deepen collaboration.

"This milestone reflects the enduring friendship and opens new doors for media cooperation in the future," she said.

Ms Li, meanwhile, said she's ready to welcome more Thai journalists interested in learning about the lifestyle and media landscape in Gansu.

She also highlighted the importance of mutual understanding through firsthand experience and cultural exchange.

The TJA and the ACJA have maintained a strong partnership for 25 years, regularly organising exchange programmes and delegation visits.

These initiatives have fostered dialogue between media organisations, enabling participants to explore diverse perspectives on journalism, culture, economics, technology and social issues.

This collaboration not only strengthens professional networks between journalists from both countries but also promotes public understanding through transparent, accurate and constructive communication.

The TJA remains committed to advancing this partnership, aiming to enhance the capabilities of Thai media professionals and support the role of journalism in promoting peace, mutual understanding and international friendship, Ms Norrinee said.
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                                Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim says his country is on the verge of wrapping up a trade deal with the United States after President Donald Trump slapped hefty tariffs on imports of its goods.
"I should say 99.9% resolved," Anwar told a media briefing in the administrative capital of Putrajaya late Wednesday. Any issues outstanding "will be resolved with the cabinet on Friday".

Malaysia and the US aim to conclude negotiations when Trump visits Kuala Lumpur on Sunday for an Asean summit. Both countries will also sign initial agreements to enhance trade and investment, Anwar said.

Thailand is still working on details of its trade accord with Washington, hoping to finish by year-end, Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun said recently.

Malaysia was hit with a 19% levy and and Trump is also considering levies on semiconductors, a move that the Southeast Asian counrry has said would be worrisome.

Some of the negotiations on tariffs with Washington have been "tough", with discussions centered on chips, artificial intelligence, digital and energy, Anwar said. 

Trade talks are set to dominate the agenda at the summit that Malaysia is hosting from Oct 26 to 28. 

US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent will meet with Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng in Kuala Lumpur ahead of Trump's expected meeting with his counterpart, Xi Jinping, later this month at the Apec summit in South Korea.

India and the US may also announce a trade deal when Trump and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi possibly meet at the summit, the Mint newspaper reported.

"If there is some sort of progress or achievement in the negotiations with China and the United States, I'd be very happy. And I think Malaysia should be proud," said Anwar. "This is a regional meeting, not Malaysia's parliament."

Many other leaders from around the world -- including Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva and South African President Cyril Ramaphosa -- are also expected to gather in Kuala Lumpur.

Anwar said he would hold bilateral talks with Lula, Ramaphosa and Thai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul.

Asean is embracing a "new strategy to open a network of friendships and trade with other regions, including the African continent and Latin America", Anwar said.

Washington has imposed some of the world's highest tariffs on members of the 10-nation bloc.

Trump is also expected to preside over a peace deal between Cambodia and Thailand to cement a ceasefire that the US leader said he helped broker. 

Anwar faces a delicate test with Trump's visit. A coalition of local civil society and political groups are planning a protest dubbed "Trump You're Not Welcome in Malaysia" on Sunday, about a kilometre away from the venue of the Asean summit. 

Anger is rising in the Muslim-majority nation over the destruction in Gaza by Israeli forces and the resultant humanitarian crisis. The US has strongly endorsed Israel's right to defend itself.

"It's a free country, they can do it," Anwar said of the protesters. But "we are firm in our position because security is our utmost consideration, and we will not allow any force to sabotage that process".
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                                Thai authorities say they found irregularities involving an accounting firm and real estate projects possibly linked to foreign owners during a recent inspection of suspected nominee businesses on the tourist island of Koh Phangan.
Officials from the Department of Business Development (DBD) inspected four target locations on Tuesday as part of an investigation into businesses suspected of using Thai nationals as proxy shareholders for foreigners, according to director-general Poonpong Naiyanapakorn.

They found suspicious activity in two sectors -- accounting services and real estate, he said.

In the accounting case, an accounting firm was discovered to have the same owner listed as a shareholder in 66 companies, with three of the inspected locations linked to this individual.

The buildings in question were also registered as the addresses of 89 business entities, many of which showed no signs of active operations.

Police seized documents and computers for further examination and the accounting firm and related companies were ordered to submit additional documents for a full examination, said Mr Poonpong.

The second case involved a luxury villa project comprising eight units rented to foreign tourists for 13,000 baht a night without a hotel licence. The project manager and foreign guests were questioned.

Initial findings indicated that the land, which was valued at 152 million baht, was owned by two Thai-registered companies with 49% Israeli ownership. A third Israeli company later purchased shares, raising suspicions of tax evasion and use of Thai nominees.

Mr Poonpong said foreign ownership in real estate is strictly controlled under the Foreign Business Act and brokerage or property management by foreign nationals requires strict screening and official approval.

The department is working closely with the Tourist Police, Immigration Bureau, Revenue Department and local authorities to tighten enforcement and protect Thai entrepreneurs, he said.

The southern province of Surat Thani, where Koh Phangan and Koh Samui are located, has been identified as the country's second-highest-risk area for nominee operations.

Five Thai shareholders -- one legal entity and four individuals -- were listed as shareholders in 256 companies based in Koh Phangan, investigations have found.

"This operation is part of the stepped-up plan to crack down on nominee businesses and ensure compliance so the country's economy grows sustainably," Mr Poonpong said.


	Related: Big Russian vehicle rental business busted on Phangan
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                                Talks between Thailand and Cambodia this week have made "meaningful progress", Thai Defence Minister Natthaphon Narkphanit said on Thursday, ahead of the potential signing of a broader ceasefire agreement between the two countries on Sunday.
US President Donald Trump is expected to witness the signing of the deal on the sidelines of an Asean summit in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia's foreign minister said last week.

Thai and Cambodian officials have been meeting all week to thrash out the details of the agreement to ease hostilities, after border tensions between the two countries exploded into a deadly five-day conflict in July.

The five-day war killed at least 48 people and temporarily displaced hundreds of thousands on both sides in what was the worst fighting between the two countries in decades. An initial ceasefire brokered in Malaysia, with some prodding from Trump, was signed on July 28.

The two countries have already reached a consensus in four areas, Gen Natthaphon said at a press conference in Kuala Lumpur after a meeting that also included observers from the United States and Malaysia.

This includes an action plan to withdraw heavy weapons from border areas, joint demining procedures, and a coordinated plan to tackle cyber scams, including the formation of a joint task force, he said.

Another agreement reached in a separate meeting involves a joint survey of the border region between Sa Kaeo province in Thailand and Bantheay Meanchey in Cambodia.

The area includes two villages that have been the scene of a series of tense standoffs in recent weeks, and where Thai police clashed with Cambodian protesters last month.

Thailand will also build border fences in non-disputed areas, Gen Natthaphon added.

"We want to see clear progress in all the areas that I have mentioned before we consider ceasing hostilities towards each other," he said.

Tea Seiha, Cambodia's deputy prime minister and defence minister, said in a statement that the agreements would lead to the signing of a peace deal on Sunday.

He said the agreement demonstrates "a shared spirit of building mutual trust and confidence, and a firm commitment to improving relations and achieving a return to normalcy between the two countries".

The signing will also pave the way for the release of 18 Cambodian soldiers detained by Thailand after the fighting in July, Tea Seiha said.

Thai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul will also be in Kuala Lumpur for this weekend's Asean summit. It is not known if or when he and Trump will meet.

"President Trump is keen to see the more positive results of the peace negotiations between Thailand and Cambodia," Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim said on Wednesday.

Kuala Lumpur will be the first stop of a major trip to Asia by the US president, with all eyes on an expected meeting with Chinese leader Xi Jinping that has huge implications for the global economy.

The trip to Malaysia, Japan and South Korea is Trump's first visit to the region since he returned to the White House in a blaze of tariffs and geopolitical brinkmanship.

Much of the trip remains shrouded in uncertainty. The White House has given almost no details, and Trump has warned that his anticipated sit-down with Xi at the Apec summit in South Korea might not even happen amid ongoing tensions.

But Trump has made it clear he hopes to seal a "good" deal with China and end a bitter trade war between the world's two largest economies that has caused global shockwaves.
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                                The demolition of the Samsen police station building is 70% complete and is expected to be finished by Saturday, according to Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) officials.
The area will subsequently be prepared for the installation of a new drainage system, to be followed by construction of a ramp connecting nearby Sukhothai Road to Vajira Hospital.

Work continued on Thursday at the police station building, with fire trucks spraying water throughout the day to control dust in the area along Samsen Road where a giant sinkhole opened on Sept 24.

Drainage pipes have already been delivered to the site in preparation for installation before construction begins on the ramp to the hospital.

Thanes Veerasiri, an adviser to the Engineering Institute of Thailand, said that around 50% of the police station structure had already been removed as of Wednesday. Protective tarpaulins were installed to prevent debris from affecting nearby residences.

The contractor initially requested a 20-day demolition period, with Thursday marking the second day. However, based on current progress, the work may be completed ahead of schedule -- potentially reaching ground level within five days. Debris will be broken down into smaller pieces and removed during nighttime hours, said Mr Thanes.

Once demolition of the structure is complete, the ground beneath the building will be filled and compacted. Engineers will then inspect the stability of surrounding structures and nearby homes whose occupants were temporarily relocated.

Residents will be allowed to return once safety assessments confirm that the area is secure. Discussions will also be held to determine when the road surface can be reopened to the public, said Mr Thanes.

Wacharapol Kongsawat, deputy director of the Purple Line electric train project and representative of the Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand (MRTA), said no structural movement has been detected in surrounding buildings, thanks to sand filling that stabilised the ground.

However, officials continue to monitor groundwater levels and soil stability to ensure safety and compliance with engineering standards.

Bangkok Governor Chadchart Sittipunt, in a livestreamed update on his Facebook page on Thursday, acknowledged that road reopening may not be possible immediately, citing the need for careful planning.

With schools set to reopen on Monday, the BMA is considering deploying additional shuttle buses to transport students and mitigate potential disruptions. More details should be available on Friday afternoon.

The sinkhole -- originally 30 metres wide, 30m long and 20m deep -- formed on the morning of Sept 24 above an underground station under construction for the Purple Line extension. The MRTA blamed the subsidence on soft soil in the surrounding area.

Officials concluded that the police station was at risk of collapse and would have to be demolished; consequently, the reopening of Samsen Road in Dusit district was postponed indefinitely.
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                                Nearly 700 people have fled one of Myanmar's most notorious scam centres and crossed into Thailand after a military raid on the compound, according to the governor of Tak province.
Sawanit Suriyakul Na Ayutthaya told AFP that 677 people had fled from KK Park, across the Moei river into Thailand as of Thursday morning.

The Thai army said the detainees included 618 men and 59 women. The majority are from India and China, with smaller numbers from Vietnam, Pakistan, Indonesia and several other countries.

Myanmar's military has taken control of KK Park and is inspecting the area, driving a large number of people into Thailand, it said in a statement.

Another crowd of more than 100 people gathered on the Myanmar side of the local border crossing on Thursday morning, an AFP journalist saw, many carrying large suitcases and backpacks.

A driver in the area, speaking anonymously for security reasons, estimated 700 people had made illegal overnight crossings.

Sprawling compounds where internet fraudsters target people with romance and business cons have thrived along Myanmar's loosely governed border during its civil war, sparked by a 2021 coup.

A highly publicised crackdown starting in February resulted in around 7,000 workers repatriated and Thailand imposing a cross-border internet blockade.

But an AFP investigation this month revealed construction has continued apace at several compounds, while Starlink internet service receivers have been installed en masse, seeming to connect the hubs to the Elon Musk-owned satellite network.

SpaceX said this week that it had disabled about 2,500 Starlink kits after being alerted to their possible use for illegal activities.

While some scam workers are clearly trafficked into often fortified compounds, experts say others go voluntarily with hopes of earning more in the multibillion-dollar illicit industry than they can at home.

Mr Sawanit said immigration police and the military had "worked together to provide assistance under humanitarian procedures".

Those who crossed "will undergo screening" to determine whether they have been victims of human trafficking or if they may be prosecuted for illegal border crossing, he said.

The Tak Provincial Administration office, which oversees the area, said in a statement that the group entering from Myanmar comprised "foreign nationals" -- both men and women -- and authorities expected more to cross into Thailand.

The Indonesian state news agency Antara reported that around 20 Indonesians had "successfully crossed into Thai territory via the Moei River" as of Wednesday evening, according to the Indonesian embassy in Yangon, which cited Thai authorities.

Conned out of billions

Experts say Myanmar's military has long turned a blind eye to scam centres which profit its militia allies, crucial collaborators in their fight against rebels.

The junta has also faced pressure to shut down the scam operations from its military backer China, irked at the number of its citizens both participating in and being targeted by the scams.

But military crackdowns on scam hubs are likely token efforts organised in cahoots with allied militias in an attempt to appease China without badly denting profits, analysts say.

The transnational scam industry has ballooned in Southeast Asia in recent years, with thousands of scammers estimated to be involved.

Victims in the wider region were conned out of up to $37 billion in 2023, according to a UN report, which said global losses were likely "much larger".

Thai deputy finance minister Vorapak Tanyawong resigned on Wednesday following allegations linking him to cyberscam operations based in neighbouring Cambodia.

And last week, Cambodia deported 64 South Koreans accused of links to scam networks, with police seeking arrest warrants for most on their return to South Korea.

Cambodian authorities said Thursday they arrested 57 more South Koreans for alleged involvement in cyberscams, as well as 29 Chinese nationals during a police operation in the capital Phnom Penh.
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                                PARIS - Oil and gas companies have increasingly come under legal attack over their role in contributing to global warming, yet unlike other industries that face tougher regulations they have not abandoned their climate marketing claims.
It's a strategy rolled out since the early 2000s in the wake of the Kyoto Protocol on cutting greenhouse gas emissions, when firms largely dropped their denial of climate change and promoted themselves as essential players for an energy transition.

More recently they have extolled investments in carbon capture, biofuels, solar energy and hydrogen power.

But for critics, the claims obscure the reality that drilling for oil and gas continues unabated.

"They're giving false reassurance, like: Don't worry, we don't need to change anything," said Benjamin Franta, a professor of climate litigation at Oxford University.

"Greenwashing is just as important as climate denial, and in some ways it's even more important because it's the more dominant form of false reassurance," he told AFP.

Using data from Mediaradar, Franta and his colleagues have created a database that allowed AFP to analyse over 2,000 advertisements in the United States from five oil majors since 2006.

It reveals a near-total disappearance in the 2020s of messages focused on fossil fuels in favour of claims presenting them as leaders in low-carbon technologies.

For example, BP urges people to "Join us on the journey to a lower carbon future", while ExxonMobil says "This technology is one of the ways ExxonMobil is advancing climate solutions."

Oil majors have recently prioritised those messages over language on carbon neutrality goals, which were more prominent in the early 2020s, at the height of public and political mobilisation on climate challenges.

Increased pressure for damages

The French major TotalEnergies, which bills itself an "integrated multi-energy company", will learn on Thursday if a French court finds it misled consumers with climate pledges it began touting in 2021.

Whether for or against Total, the ruling could have far-reaching impacts given the limited legal precedents so far with regards to greenwashing claims by fossil fuel giants.

In Spain, Repsol won a case this year against Iberdrola, which had accused its rival of misleading advertising with slogans such as "an energy company committed to a sustainable world".

A greenwashing claim against oil companies was also recently rejected by a New York court, while in Australia, the energy group Santos awaits a ruling in a case brought by shareholders who say they were duped by its claim of achieving carbon neutrality by 2040.

The law has become much clearer in sectors such as aviation, food or clothing, particularly in Europe, with anti-greenwashing crackdowns forcing brands to rein in their environmental claims.

Fewer bottled waters or coffees now offer "carbon neutral" guarantees ahead of an EU directive outlawing them from 2026.

H&M and the online clothing retailer Zalando, meanwhile, had to drop vague sustainability labels under pressure from regulators, while the airline KLM saw its climate advertising deemed misleading in the Netherlands.

"What we are seeing as Europeans really changed," said Sybrig Smit of the Berlin-based NewClimate Institute.

"There are definitely companies that completely threw their climate policy out the window," she said. "There are also definitely companies that are making fewer of these very bold claims, but actually their ambition is more realistic."

But fossil fuel producers remain a priority target, accused of being the primary source of global warming while spreading disinformation on their climate impacts for decades.

That has put them in legal crosshairs with dozens of cases lodged in Europe and the United States, with California seeking to make them pay huge sums to help pay the costs of climate change -- much as tobacco companies were eventually forced to pay up after years of downplaying the health impacts of smoking.
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                                JAKARTA - Indonesia has vowed to play an "active role" in global sports after the International Olympic Committee (IOC) urged federations not to stage events there following the country's ban on Israeli gymnasts.
The IOC executive board said on Wednesday that it would "recommend to all international federations not to host any international sports events or meetings in Indonesia" until it provided guarantees over access for all participants in competitions.

The board said it also ended dialogue with the world's most populous Muslim-majority nation on hosting any future Olympic events.

It came after Indonesia denied visas for Israelis to compete at the ongoing world artistic gymnastics championships in Jakarta, citing support for the Palestinians.

In a show of defiance, Sports and Youth Minister Erick Thohir said Thursday that Jakarta was aware its ban on Israelis "carries consequences".

But he wrote on X: "Indonesia will continue to play an active role in various sports events at the Southeast Asian, Asian and global levels, so that Indonesian sports can serve as an ambassador and a reflection of the nation's strength in the eyes of the world.

"We ... adhere to the principle of maintaining security, public order and public interest in every international event organised."

"On that basis, Indonesia has taken steps to avoid the arrival of the Israeli delegation at the Gymnastics World Championships."

Indonesia's National Olympic Committee declined to comment on the IOC move because it said discussions were ongoing.

Israel's gymnastics federation appealed against the ban to the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS), but it was rejected.

In July 2023 Indonesia pulled out of hosting the World Beach Games following controversy over Israel's participation.

In March that year, Indonesia lost the hosting rights to the Fifa Under-20 World Cup after two governors objected to Israel's participation.

Both of those occurred before war between Israel and Hamas broke out in Gaza, where there is currently a ceasefire in place.
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                                Talks between Thailand and Cambodia this week have made "meaningful progress", Thai Defence Minister Natthaphon Narkphanit said on Thursday, ahead of the potential signing of a broader ceasefire agreement between the two countries on Sunday.
US President Donald Trump is expected to witness the signing of the deal on the sidelines of an Asean summit in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia's foreign minister said last week.

Thai and Cambodian officials have been meeting all week to thrash out the details of the agreement to ease hostilities, after border tensions between the two countries exploded into a deadly five-day conflict in July.

The five-day war killed at least 48 people and temporarily displaced hundreds of thousands on both sides in what was the worst fighting between the two countries in decades. An initial ceasefire brokered in Malaysia, with some prodding from Trump, was signed on July 28.

The two countries have already reached a consensus in four areas, Gen Natthaphon said at a press conference in Kuala Lumpur after a meeting that also included observers from the United States and Malaysia.

This includes an action plan to withdraw heavy weapons from border areas, joint demining procedures, and a coordinated plan to tackle cyber scams, including the formation of a joint task force, he said.

Another agreement reached in a separate meeting involves a joint survey of the border region between Sa Kaeo province in Thailand and Bantheay Meanchey in Cambodia.

The area includes two villages that have been the scene of a series of tense standoffs in recent weeks, and where Thai police clashed with Cambodian protesters last month.

Thailand will also build border fences in non-disputed areas, Gen Natthaphon added.

"We want to see clear progress in all the areas that I have mentioned before we consider ceasing hostilities towards each other," he said.

Tea Seiha, Cambodia's deputy prime minister and defence minister, said in a statement that the agreements would lead to the signing of a peace deal on Sunday.

He said the agreement demonstrates "a shared spirit of building mutual trust and confidence, and a firm commitment to improving relations and achieving a return to normalcy between the two countries".

The signing will also pave the way for the release of 18 Cambodian soldiers detained by Thailand after the fighting in July, Tea Seiha said.

Thai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul will also be in Kuala Lumpur for this weekend's Asean summit. It is not known if or when he and Trump will meet.

"President Trump is keen to see the more positive results of the peace negotiations between Thailand and Cambodia," Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim said on Wednesday.

Kuala Lumpur will be the first stop of a major trip to Asia by the US president, with all eyes on an expected meeting with Chinese leader Xi Jinping that has huge implications for the global economy.

The trip to Malaysia, Japan and South Korea is Trump's first visit to the region since he returned to the White House in a blaze of tariffs and geopolitical brinkmanship.

Much of the trip remains shrouded in uncertainty. The White House has given almost no details, and Trump has warned that his anticipated sit-down with Xi at the Apec summit in South Korea might not even happen amid ongoing tensions.

But Trump has made it clear he hopes to seal a "good" deal with China and end a bitter trade war between the world's two largest economies that has caused global shockwaves.
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                                The demolition of the Samsen police station building is 70% complete and is expected to be finished by Saturday, according to Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) officials.
The area will subsequently be prepared for the installation of a new drainage system, to be followed by construction of a ramp connecting nearby Sukhothai Road to Vajira Hospital.

Work continued on Thursday at the police station building, with fire trucks spraying water throughout the day to control dust in the area along Samsen Road where a giant sinkhole opened on Sept 24.

Drainage pipes have already been delivered to the site in preparation for installation before construction begins on the ramp to the hospital.

Thanes Veerasiri, an adviser to the Engineering Institute of Thailand, said that around 50% of the police station structure had already been removed as of Wednesday. Protective tarpaulins were installed to prevent debris from affecting nearby residences.

The contractor initially requested a 20-day demolition period, with Thursday marking the second day. However, based on current progress, the work may be completed ahead of schedule -- potentially reaching ground level within five days. Debris will be broken down into smaller pieces and removed during nighttime hours, said Mr Thanes.

Once demolition of the structure is complete, the ground beneath the building will be filled and compacted. Engineers will then inspect the stability of surrounding structures and nearby homes whose occupants were temporarily relocated.

Residents will be allowed to return once safety assessments confirm that the area is secure. Discussions will also be held to determine when the road surface can be reopened to the public, said Mr Thanes.

Wacharapol Kongsawat, deputy director of the Purple Line electric train project and representative of the Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand (MRTA), said no structural movement has been detected in surrounding buildings, thanks to sand filling that stabilised the ground.

However, officials continue to monitor groundwater levels and soil stability to ensure safety and compliance with engineering standards.

Bangkok Governor Chadchart Sittipunt, in a livestreamed update on his Facebook page on Thursday, acknowledged that road reopening may not be possible immediately, citing the need for careful planning.

With schools set to reopen on Monday, the BMA is considering deploying additional shuttle buses to transport students and mitigate potential disruptions. More details should be available on Friday afternoon.

The sinkhole -- originally 30 metres wide, 30m long and 20m deep -- formed on the morning of Sept 24 above an underground station under construction for the Purple Line extension. The MRTA blamed the subsidence on soft soil in the surrounding area.

Officials concluded that the police station was at risk of collapse and would have to be demolished; consequently, the reopening of Samsen Road in Dusit district was postponed indefinitely.
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                                Nearly 700 people have fled one of Myanmar's most notorious scam centres and crossed into Thailand after a military raid on the compound, according to the governor of Tak province.
Sawanit Suriyakul Na Ayutthaya told AFP that 677 people had fled from KK Park, across the Moei river into Thailand as of Thursday morning.

The Thai army said the detainees included 618 men and 59 women. The majority are from India and China, with smaller numbers from Vietnam, Pakistan, Indonesia and several other countries.

Myanmar's military has taken control of KK Park and is inspecting the area, driving a large number of people into Thailand, it said in a statement.

Another crowd of more than 100 people gathered on the Myanmar side of the local border crossing on Thursday morning, an AFP journalist saw, many carrying large suitcases and backpacks.

A driver in the area, speaking anonymously for security reasons, estimated 700 people had made illegal overnight crossings.

Sprawling compounds where internet fraudsters target people with romance and business cons have thrived along Myanmar's loosely governed border during its civil war, sparked by a 2021 coup.

A highly publicised crackdown starting in February resulted in around 7,000 workers repatriated and Thailand imposing a cross-border internet blockade.

But an AFP investigation this month revealed construction has continued apace at several compounds, while Starlink internet service receivers have been installed en masse, seeming to connect the hubs to the Elon Musk-owned satellite network.

SpaceX said this week that it had disabled about 2,500 Starlink kits after being alerted to their possible use for illegal activities.

While some scam workers are clearly trafficked into often fortified compounds, experts say others go voluntarily with hopes of earning more in the multibillion-dollar illicit industry than they can at home.

Mr Sawanit said immigration police and the military had "worked together to provide assistance under humanitarian procedures".

Those who crossed "will undergo screening" to determine whether they have been victims of human trafficking or if they may be prosecuted for illegal border crossing, he said.

The Tak Provincial Administration office, which oversees the area, said in a statement that the group entering from Myanmar comprised "foreign nationals" -- both men and women -- and authorities expected more to cross into Thailand.

The Indonesian state news agency Antara reported that around 20 Indonesians had "successfully crossed into Thai territory via the Moei River" as of Wednesday evening, according to the Indonesian embassy in Yangon, which cited Thai authorities.

Conned out of billions

Experts say Myanmar's military has long turned a blind eye to scam centres which profit its militia allies, crucial collaborators in their fight against rebels.

The junta has also faced pressure to shut down the scam operations from its military backer China, irked at the number of its citizens both participating in and being targeted by the scams.

But military crackdowns on scam hubs are likely token efforts organised in cahoots with allied militias in an attempt to appease China without badly denting profits, analysts say.

The transnational scam industry has ballooned in Southeast Asia in recent years, with thousands of scammers estimated to be involved.

Victims in the wider region were conned out of up to $37 billion in 2023, according to a UN report, which said global losses were likely "much larger".

Thai deputy finance minister Vorapak Tanyawong resigned on Wednesday following allegations linking him to cyberscam operations based in neighbouring Cambodia.

And last week, Cambodia deported 64 South Koreans accused of links to scam networks, with police seeking arrest warrants for most on their return to South Korea.

Cambodian authorities said Thursday they arrested 57 more South Koreans for alleged involvement in cyberscams, as well as 29 Chinese nationals during a police operation in the capital Phnom Penh.
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                                CHANTHABURI - The latest round of the Thai-Cambodian Joint Boundary Commission (JBC) concluded after a marathon session that extended six hours beyond schedule, with both sides agreeing to repair damaged border markers and reassess land holdings in the contested Ban Nong Chan and Ban Nong Ya Kaeo areas of Sa Kaeo province.
The meeting also sidestepped discussions on border fencing, citing jurisdictional limitations.

The special session was co-chaired by Prasas Prasasvinitchai, the Thai ambassador to Cambodia, and Lam Chea, Cambodia's minister in charge of border affairs.

The meeting officially concluded at 9pm but officials spent another three hours making extensive revisions to the wording of the minutes to ensure alignment with the positions of both nations. They were finally signed at 12.15am Thursday.

At the briefing that followed, Benjamin Sukanjanajtee, director-general of the Department of Treaties and Legal Affairs at the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs, described the discussions as candid and constructive. 
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Thai ambassador Prasas Prasasvinitchai (left) and the Thai delegation attend the JBC meeting in Chanthaburi on Wednesday. (Photo: Jakkrit Waewkraihong)



Mr Benjamin noted that this was the first time the deliberations of the JBC had been made public, reflecting Thailand's effort to reduce border tensions and prevent misunderstandings over sensitive issues.

Mr Prasas said the meeting proceeded in a friendly and cooperative atmosphere. Both sides assigned the Joint Technical Sub-Commission to reconstruct or replace 15 boundary markers that were damaged or missing, restoring them to their original locations. They also agreed to jointly determine new positions for three markers that were submerged.

Participants also agreed to expedite revisions to the 2003 terms of reference governing the creation of orthophoto maps. They will now incorporate technologies such as LiDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) to enhance the accuracy and efficiency of border mapping.

However, the issue of constructing a border fence was not discussed, as Cambodian co-chair Lam Chea said he had no authority over the matter.

The two sides also discussed the area between border markers 42 and 47, near Ban Nong Chan and Nong Ya Kaeo in Khok Sung district of Sa Kaeo province. The two villages have been the scene of a series of uneasy standoffs in recent weeks.

Both delegations agreed to hold technical consultations to facilitate temporary surveying and placement of provisional boundary markers in the area. These markers are intended solely for survey purposes and will not affect the legal territorial claims of either country under international law.

The two sides also pledged to instruct local military and civilian authorities to ensure the safety of demining teams operating in the area, in accordance with Article 3 of the 2000 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). The goal is to allow survey operations to proceed without interference or provocation that could escalate tensions.

Mr Prasas said details of the resolutions would be submitted to the cabinet for consideration. He estimated the technical survey process would take at least six weeks to complete.

The next JBC meeting is scheduled to take place in Siem Reap, Cambodia, during the first week of January.

The JBC focuses on legal and technical land demarcation, led by foreign ministry officials. The GBC (General Border Committee) is for security issues and is chaired by defence ministers, and the RBC (Regional Border Committee) handles regional border management and cooperation, involving regional military commanders.

[image: Cambodian Minister Lam Chea, who oversees border affairs and serves as secretary-general of Cambodia's National Border Affairs Secretariat, and the Cambodian delegation. (Photo: Jakkrit Waewkraihong)]
Cambodian Minister Lam Chea, who oversees border affairs and serves as secretary-general of Cambodia's National Border Affairs Secretariat, and the Cambodian delegation. (Photo: Jakkrit Waewkraihong)
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Representatives of Thailand and Cambodia attend the latest round of the Thai-Cambodian Joint Boundary Commission (JBC) that ended late Wednesday night in Chanthaburi province. (Photo: Jakkrit Waewkraihong)
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                                NONTHABURI - The Nonthaburi Provincial Court has set Dec 1 for pretrial evidence examination in a closely watched criminal defamation suit filed by Charoen Pokphand Foods Plc (CPF) against an environmental activist.
CPF brought the suit against Witoon Lianjamroon, secretary-general of the BioThai Foundation, alleging that he spread false and misleading information linking the company to the spread of invasive blackchin tilapia in Thai waterways.

Mr Witoon on Wednesday pleaded not guilty to each of the counts brought against him.

On July 26, 2024, at a BioThai-organised seminar that was livestreamed online, Mr Witoon said that CPF in 2010 imported 2,000 blackchin tilapia from Ghana for research and development at its breeding centre in Samut Songkhram province.

CPF subsequently told the department that it scrapped the project after most of the fish died within three weeks of being brought to Thailand. All the fish were disposed of in line with regulations and documentation was sent to the department, the company said.

But the fish later started showing up in local waterways and as their population grew, native fish species started decreasing in number.

CPF maintains that these fish have nothing to do with its aborted research project. It also says it has been actively supporting efforts to find solutions to the problem.

However, it alleges that Mr Witoon disseminated misleading images and information during the seminar that could lead the public to believe it was responsible for the spread of the fish.

Examples included a photograph that was falsely labelled as a pond at CPF's Yi San Aquatic Research Center. Another image was mischaracterised as CPF's fish egg selection process, which did not reflect the company's standard procedures, it said.

It also included aerial images that CPF said were misrepresented as fish ponds, which were in reality shrimp ponds.

At the seminar, Mr Witoon also criticised the government for not taking legal action against those responsible for the spread of the invasive species.

The lawsuit has drawn attention both domestically and abroad, as it pits a leading corporation against a civic society organisation.

Mr Witoon has described the lawsuit as a form of SLAPP, or strategic litigation against public participation. He argues the case is an attempt to silence or obstruct citizens who step forward to protect the environment.

CPF, however, maintains the lawsuit is not intended to intimidate or silence critics. The lawsuit is specifically in response to Biothai's use of "false" images and information, which the company says created public misunderstanding and damaged its reputation.


	Editorial: Tilapia saga resurfaces
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                                The Thai government has revived a proposal to look into easing zoning rules for entertainment venues, along with the afternoon alcohol sales ban, according to a cabinet source.
Some business operators say that while a change could reduce illegal after-hours operations, certain areas should remain off-limits for nightspots to avoid disturbing nearby neighbourhoods.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul this week directed the interior and public health ministries to study abolishing zoning regulations for entertainment venues nationwide, according to the source.

At the meeting, discussions concerned outdated zoning rules for entertainment venues, which currently allow only those located in designated zones in five major tourist locations -- Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Phuket, Chon Buri and Koh Samui -- to operate until 4am, noted the source.

In Bangkok, only pubs and bars located in permitted zones -- along Ratchadaphisek, Silom and Phetchaburi roads -- are allowed to stay open late.

Venues outside these areas must either hold an entertainment venue licence or be located in hotels to operate until 4am. However, in practice many places stay open illegally by bribing local police officers.

The source said eliminating the zoning rule would encourage operators to register to extend their operating hours.

As a result, the government could collect more value-added tax, potentially amounting to several billion baht.

Authorities are also considering lifting the alcohol sales ban from 2-5pm, said the source.

Sanga Ruangwattanakul, president of the Khao San Road Business Association, said very few pubs and bars on Khao San Road and elsewhere in Bangkok hold entertainment venue licences, and new licences have not been issued for a long time.

He said most venues only hold licences to sell alcohol and food, which allow them to operate until midnight, even though many bars remain open into the early hours.

If the government plans to reset the entertainment venue licensing system, Mr Sanga said it could persuade illegal operators to register, enabling authorities to enforce more safety measures.

The association said the government should consider issuing different types of venue licences based on operating hours, such as licences allowing operation until midnight, 2am or 4am.

Mr Sanga said zoning regulations should not be completely abolished, as doing so could allow nightlife venues to open near residential areas and disturb local communities.

The government should maintain zoning rules, but expand them to include bustling tourism areas such as Khao San Road and parts of Sukhumvit Road in Bangkok, as the city's nightlife landscape has evolved, he said.

However, authorities should ensure adequate public transport and police presence to accommodate the growing number of nightlife visitors, Mr Sanga said.
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                                Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul will visit Singapore on Nov 7 to strengthen bilateral cooperation, said Foreign Affairs Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow, who was in the city state on Wednesday to mark the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations between the two nations.
Mr Sihasak, who met Singapore's foreign minister, Vivian Balakrishnan, on Tuesday, said both sides are preparing for the Thai prime minister's official visit.

The main focus will be expanding cooperation in the green economy, food technology and food security.

Singapore, in particular, has shown interest in securing additional rice supplies from Thailand.

During their meeting, the ministers discussed supporting Singapore's food security through trade agreements on rice and agricultural products, attracting Singaporean investment in target industries such as data centres and semiconductors and enhancing collaboration in public health, the digital economy and the green economy.

The two also exchanged views on regional issues, including reinforcing Asean unity, addressing the impact of US tariff measures and discussing the situation in Myanmar and Cambodia.

In this regard, Thailand emphasised the importance of resolving Cambodian-related issues peacefully through bilateral mechanisms and expressed hope that Cambodia would cooperate sincerely.

Mr Sihasak also said he co-chaired the 15th Civil Service Exchange Programme (CSEP) during his Oct 21-22 visit.

The programme, themed "Partners in Progress: Shaping a Green and Digital Future," brought together senior officials from both countries to promote sustainable economic growth and human resource development.

Other key areas include Thailand aiming to attract further investment from Singapore, said Mr Sihasak.

Currently, Singapore has the largest investment value in Thailand, particularly in data centres, electric vehicles (EVs) and clean energy.

Thailand aims to renew its existing Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on digital cooperation with Singapore to ensure continuity.

Thailand is Asean's chair for digital cooperation framework negotiations.

The country is also looking to join the Digital Economic Partnership Agreement, which currently includes Singapore, South Korea, Chile, and New Zealand, said the minister.

Thailand's PromptPay and Singapore's PayNow digital payment systems could be integrated into a regional network under "Nexus Pay" to simplify cross-border payments, it was discussed.
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                                Vorapak Tanyawong was hailed as a reliable and trusted financial guru by Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul when he brought him in from the private sector to help run the economy as deputy finance minister.
Mr Vorapak had a good reputation and has worked in public office before, serving as an adviser to then-finance minister Pichai Chunhavajira in the Paetongtarn Shinawatra government.

So, he must have been aware of the potential pitfalls when Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas told reporters earlier this month his deputy would lead a task force to follow the money trail left by scam centres across Southeast Asia.

After an expose published this week by an investigative journalist revealed his links to just such people, Mr Anutin issued him with a call to explain. In response, Mr Vorapak on Wednesday resigned from the cabinet, while denying he had done anything wrong.

Tom Wright, an investigative journalist, on Tuesday published an article detailing how Mr Vorapak's wife held shares in the same Singapore-based fund as "fixer" Benjamin Mauerberger's wife.

In September, Wright posted on X that Mr Vorapak "became Thailand's deputy finance minister, despite his role in a secret financial network that moved billions in dirty cash from Cambodia (known for casinos, scam centres, drugs) into the Thai and global financial system".

Wright also wrote that "To more easily move illicit cash, this network secretly took over a Thai finance company and then offloaded it to crypto company KuCoin, all with Vorapak's help. And yet he was made deputy finance minister last week!"

Mr Vorapak had admitted meeting Yim Leak, BIC Group president, to provide advice to establish a banking institute in Cambodia. Mr Yim was implicated by US Congress in September as being involved with financial scams, and so is Mr Mauerberger.

A photo of Mr Vorapak previously appeared on the website of BIC Group, identifying him as a board adviser. However, as of September, his photo had been removed from the site.

Mr Vorapak graduated with a Bachelor's degree in Management Science and Computer Systems from Oklahoma State University in the United States and obtained a Master of Business Administration (MBA) in Finance from the University of Missouri.

He is recognised as an expert in leasing and has held several prominent positions, including with IBM Thailand, as managing director of Bank of America (Thailand Branch); managing director of Deutsche Bank (Thailand Branch); and CEO of JP Morgan (Thailand) Group of Banks and Securities Companies.

He was also executive vice president for Corporate Banking Group 1 at Siam Commercial Bank; CEO of Finansa Securities Ltd; CEO of Finansa Capital Ltd; and president and CEO of government-run Krungthai Bank from November 2012 to November 2016.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3125064/scandal-draws-too-close-for-comfort



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Car sales expected to top last year's level                

                BEV sales up 99% y-o-y in September
              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: An electric vehicle charges during the most recent edition of Motor Expo held in Bangkok. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)]
                      
                                              
                          An electric vehicle charges during the most recent edition of Motor Expo held in Bangkok. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)                        

                                          

                  

                                Domestic car sales are expected to increase this year to 600,000 vehicles despite a sluggish auto industry, as electric vehicles (EVs) dominate total sales and sales of oil-fuelled cars continue to decline, says the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).
[image: ]


In September, battery EV (BEV) sales soared 99% year-on-year, representing an 18.8% share of all types of car sales, exceeding the proportion of internal combustion engine (ICE)-powered cars (18.7%) for the first time on record, as sales of the latter plunged by 22%.

The shift towards EVs is one of the factors contributing to the forecast that domestic car sales will increase this year, up from 572,000 vehicles in 2024, though sales remain stagnant as prospective buyers are unable to access auto loans due to the high level of household debt.

"BEV makers are attracting more customers with new technologies, attractive prices and good marketing campaigns," said Surapong Paisitpatanapong, vice-president of the FTI and the spokesman for its Automotive Industry Club.

"The government is also promoting local BEV production through its EV incentive packages."

From January to September, total car sales in the country managed to grow by 2% year-on-year to 447,969 vehicles, up from 438,659 vehicles in the corresponding period last year.

Mr Surapong expects the new government and its economic stimulus measures -- particularly the "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme -- to enhance economic confidence and strengthen consumer purchasing power.

According to the club, car exports improved in September, with a 7.2% year-on-year increase to 86,056, attributed to an uptick in sales of pure pickups and pickup passenger vehicles (PPVs).

Some companies launched new PPV models and exported them for the first time this month.

Thailand also exported more EVs in the passenger car and pickup segments while ICE-powered car exports fell.

However, during the first nine months of this year, car exports remained low, dropping 10% to 689,031 units.

Car production in September rose by 4.7% year-on-year to 128,104 units, driven by automakers participating in the state's EV incentive schemes. These manufacturers ramped up local production of BEVs to offset imports, which benefit from tax cuts and subsidies under the programme.

From January to September, total car production tallied 1,075,801 vehicles, a drop of 4.6% from last year.
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                                The Bank of Thailand expects the "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme to help drive GDP growth in the final quarter this year.
The central bank projects the Thai economy to expand by 0.5% quarter-on-quarter in the fourth quarter this year, recovering from a 0.5% contraction in the previous quarter.

The rebound will largely be supported by the government's economic stimulus measures, particularly the co-payment programme, said Piti Disyatat, deputy governor for monetary stability at the central bank, during the Monetary Policy Forum held on Wednesday.

"The stimulus scheme is expected to contribute around 0.2-0.3 percentage points to GDP growth in the final quarter of the year," he said.

These stimulus measures are expected to help the Thai economy maintain momentum, pushing year-on-year GDP growth to 1.3% in the fourth quarter, compared with 1.5% in the third quarter, according to the central bank.

The stimulus initiatives -- primarily the co-payment scheme and incentives for domestic tourism -- are forecast to bolster private consumption in the quarter.

GDP growth in the final quarter is expected to be supported by export expansion, driven by front-loading activities, as well as the reopening of previously closed factories, said Mr Piti.

Several industries temporarily halted production in the third quarter to enhance efficiency, leading to reduced output, including in the petroleum, automotive, and alcoholic beverage sectors. These temporary shutdowns contributed to the 0.5% quarter-on-quarter contraction in GDP during the third quarter, according to the central bank.

Given economic headwinds arising from both domestic and external challenges, the regulator previously downgraded Thai GDP growth forecasts for 2025 and 2026 to 2.2% and 1.6%, respectively, from earlier projections of 2.3% and 1.7%.

The central bank also expects the baht to weaken modestly against the US dollar in the second half of 2025, after strengthening in the first half.

Having peaked with a 7.8% appreciation in the first half, the baht has now softened by 4.4% against the dollar year-to-date.

Despite the baht's strength against the dollar, which has weighed on Thailand's exports and tourism competitiveness, the central bank expects foreign tourist arrivals to improve in the fourth quarter, projecting 33 million foreign arrivals for the year, rising to 35.5 million in 2026.

Chinese tourist arrivals have shown signs of recovery after plunging 55% year-on-year in April. The contraction is expected to narrow to 28.9% this month.

According to the central bank, Chinese visitors are projected to reach 4.4 million in 2025 and 6.6 million in 2026.
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                                Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim says his country is on the verge of wrapping up a trade deal with the United States after President Donald Trump slapped hefty tariffs on imports of its goods.
"I should say 99.9% resolved," Anwar told a media briefing in the administrative capital of Putrajaya late Wednesday. Any issues outstanding "will be resolved with the cabinet on Friday".

Malaysia and the US aim to conclude negotiations when Trump visits Kuala Lumpur on Sunday for an Asean summit. Both countries will also sign initial agreements to enhance trade and investment, Anwar said.

Thailand is still working on details of its trade accord with Washington, hoping to finish by year-end, Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun said recently.

Malaysia was hit with a 19% levy and and Trump is also considering levies on semiconductors, a move that the Southeast Asian counrry has said would be worrisome.

Some of the negotiations on tariffs with Washington have been "tough", with discussions centered on chips, artificial intelligence, digital and energy, Anwar said. 

Trade talks are set to dominate the agenda at the summit that Malaysia is hosting from Oct 26 to 28. 

US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent will meet with Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng in Kuala Lumpur ahead of Trump's expected meeting with his counterpart, Xi Jinping, later this month at the Apec summit in South Korea.

India and the US may also announce a trade deal when Trump and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi possibly meet at the summit, the Mint newspaper reported.

"If there is some sort of progress or achievement in the negotiations with China and the United States, I'd be very happy. And I think Malaysia should be proud," said Anwar. "This is a regional meeting, not Malaysia's parliament."

Many other leaders from around the world -- including Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva and South African President Cyril Ramaphosa -- are also expected to gather in Kuala Lumpur.

Anwar said he would hold bilateral talks with Lula, Ramaphosa and Thai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul.

Asean is embracing a "new strategy to open a network of friendships and trade with other regions, including the African continent and Latin America", Anwar said.

Washington has imposed some of the world's highest tariffs on members of the 10-nation bloc.

Trump is also expected to preside over a peace deal between Cambodia and Thailand to cement a ceasefire that the US leader said he helped broker. 

Anwar faces a delicate test with Trump's visit. A coalition of local civil society and political groups are planning a protest dubbed "Trump You're Not Welcome in Malaysia" on Sunday, about a kilometre away from the venue of the Asean summit. 

Anger is rising in the Muslim-majority nation over the destruction in Gaza by Israeli forces and the resultant humanitarian crisis. The US has strongly endorsed Israel's right to defend itself.

"It's a free country, they can do it," Anwar said of the protesters. But "we are firm in our position because security is our utmost consideration, and we will not allow any force to sabotage that process".
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                                Thai authorities say they found irregularities involving an accounting firm and real estate projects possibly linked to foreign owners during a recent inspection of suspected nominee businesses on the tourist island of Koh Phangan.
Officials from the Department of Business Development (DBD) inspected four target locations on Tuesday as part of an investigation into businesses suspected of using Thai nationals as proxy shareholders for foreigners, according to director-general Poonpong Naiyanapakorn.

They found suspicious activity in two sectors -- accounting services and real estate, he said.

In the accounting case, an accounting firm was discovered to have the same owner listed as a shareholder in 66 companies, with three of the inspected locations linked to this individual.

The buildings in question were also registered as the addresses of 89 business entities, many of which showed no signs of active operations.

Police seized documents and computers for further examination and the accounting firm and related companies were ordered to submit additional documents for a full examination, said Mr Poonpong.

The second case involved a luxury villa project comprising eight units rented to foreign tourists for 13,000 baht a night without a hotel licence. The project manager and foreign guests were questioned.

Initial findings indicated that the land, which was valued at 152 million baht, was owned by two Thai-registered companies with 49% Israeli ownership. A third Israeli company later purchased shares, raising suspicions of tax evasion and use of Thai nominees.

Mr Poonpong said foreign ownership in real estate is strictly controlled under the Foreign Business Act and brokerage or property management by foreign nationals requires strict screening and official approval.

The department is working closely with the Tourist Police, Immigration Bureau, Revenue Department and local authorities to tighten enforcement and protect Thai entrepreneurs, he said.

The southern province of Surat Thani, where Koh Phangan and Koh Samui are located, has been identified as the country's second-highest-risk area for nominee operations.

Five Thai shareholders -- one legal entity and four individuals -- were listed as shareholders in 256 companies based in Koh Phangan, investigations have found.

"This operation is part of the stepped-up plan to crack down on nominee businesses and ensure compliance so the country's economy grows sustainably," Mr Poonpong said.


	Related: Big Russian vehicle rental business busted on Phangan
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                                PARIS - Oil and gas companies have increasingly come under legal attack over their role in contributing to global warming, yet unlike other industries that face tougher regulations they have not abandoned their climate marketing claims.
It's a strategy rolled out since the early 2000s in the wake of the Kyoto Protocol on cutting greenhouse gas emissions, when firms largely dropped their denial of climate change and promoted themselves as essential players for an energy transition.

More recently they have extolled investments in carbon capture, biofuels, solar energy and hydrogen power.

But for critics, the claims obscure the reality that drilling for oil and gas continues unabated.

"They're giving false reassurance, like: Don't worry, we don't need to change anything," said Benjamin Franta, a professor of climate litigation at Oxford University.

"Greenwashing is just as important as climate denial, and in some ways it's even more important because it's the more dominant form of false reassurance," he told AFP.

Using data from Mediaradar, Franta and his colleagues have created a database that allowed AFP to analyse over 2,000 advertisements in the United States from five oil majors since 2006.

It reveals a near-total disappearance in the 2020s of messages focused on fossil fuels in favour of claims presenting them as leaders in low-carbon technologies.

For example, BP urges people to "Join us on the journey to a lower carbon future", while ExxonMobil says "This technology is one of the ways ExxonMobil is advancing climate solutions."

Oil majors have recently prioritised those messages over language on carbon neutrality goals, which were more prominent in the early 2020s, at the height of public and political mobilisation on climate challenges.

Increased pressure for damages

The French major TotalEnergies, which bills itself an "integrated multi-energy company", will learn on Thursday if a French court finds it misled consumers with climate pledges it began touting in 2021.

Whether for or against Total, the ruling could have far-reaching impacts given the limited legal precedents so far with regards to greenwashing claims by fossil fuel giants.

In Spain, Repsol won a case this year against Iberdrola, which had accused its rival of misleading advertising with slogans such as "an energy company committed to a sustainable world".

A greenwashing claim against oil companies was also recently rejected by a New York court, while in Australia, the energy group Santos awaits a ruling in a case brought by shareholders who say they were duped by its claim of achieving carbon neutrality by 2040.

The law has become much clearer in sectors such as aviation, food or clothing, particularly in Europe, with anti-greenwashing crackdowns forcing brands to rein in their environmental claims.

Fewer bottled waters or coffees now offer "carbon neutral" guarantees ahead of an EU directive outlawing them from 2026.

H&M and the online clothing retailer Zalando, meanwhile, had to drop vague sustainability labels under pressure from regulators, while the airline KLM saw its climate advertising deemed misleading in the Netherlands.

"What we are seeing as Europeans really changed," said Sybrig Smit of the Berlin-based NewClimate Institute.

"There are definitely companies that completely threw their climate policy out the window," she said. "There are also definitely companies that are making fewer of these very bold claims, but actually their ambition is more realistic."

But fossil fuel producers remain a priority target, accused of being the primary source of global warming while spreading disinformation on their climate impacts for decades.

That has put them in legal crosshairs with dozens of cases lodged in Europe and the United States, with California seeking to make them pay huge sums to help pay the costs of climate change -- much as tobacco companies were eventually forced to pay up after years of downplaying the health impacts of smoking.
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                                The Thai government has revived a proposal to look into easing zoning rules for entertainment venues, along with the afternoon alcohol sales ban, according to a cabinet source.
Some business operators say that while a change could reduce illegal after-hours operations, certain areas should remain off-limits for nightspots to avoid disturbing nearby neighbourhoods.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul this week directed the interior and public health ministries to study abolishing zoning regulations for entertainment venues nationwide, according to the source.

At the meeting, discussions concerned outdated zoning rules for entertainment venues, which currently allow only those located in designated zones in five major tourist locations -- Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Phuket, Chon Buri and Koh Samui -- to operate until 4am, noted the source.

In Bangkok, only pubs and bars located in permitted zones -- along Ratchadaphisek, Silom and Phetchaburi roads -- are allowed to stay open late.

Venues outside these areas must either hold an entertainment venue licence or be located in hotels to operate until 4am. However, in practice many places stay open illegally by bribing local police officers.

The source said eliminating the zoning rule would encourage operators to register to extend their operating hours.

As a result, the government could collect more value-added tax, potentially amounting to several billion baht.

Authorities are also considering lifting the alcohol sales ban from 2-5pm, said the source.

Sanga Ruangwattanakul, president of the Khao San Road Business Association, said very few pubs and bars on Khao San Road and elsewhere in Bangkok hold entertainment venue licences, and new licences have not been issued for a long time.

He said most venues only hold licences to sell alcohol and food, which allow them to operate until midnight, even though many bars remain open into the early hours.

If the government plans to reset the entertainment venue licensing system, Mr Sanga said it could persuade illegal operators to register, enabling authorities to enforce more safety measures.

The association said the government should consider issuing different types of venue licences based on operating hours, such as licences allowing operation until midnight, 2am or 4am.

Mr Sanga said zoning regulations should not be completely abolished, as doing so could allow nightlife venues to open near residential areas and disturb local communities.

The government should maintain zoning rules, but expand them to include bustling tourism areas such as Khao San Road and parts of Sukhumvit Road in Bangkok, as the city's nightlife landscape has evolved, he said.

However, authorities should ensure adequate public transport and police presence to accommodate the growing number of nightlife visitors, Mr Sanga said.
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                                SET-listed banks recorded 12% year-on-year earnings growth in the third quarter of this year, supported by higher fee-based income despite a decline in interest income and loan contraction.
[image: ]

The 11 banks listed on the Stock Exchange of Thailand reported a combined consolidated net profit of 73.3 billion baht, up 11.6% year-on-year.

Land and Houses Financial Group, a smaller bank, posted the sector's highest net profit growth at 59.6%, reaching 924 million baht.

In contrast, CIMB Thai Bank was the only lender to record a profit decline, down 29.9% to 417 million baht.

Among Thailand's six domestic systemically important banks (DSIBs), Krungthai Bank (KTB) achieved the highest net profit, reporting 14.6 billion baht for the third quarter, an increase of 25% year-on-year.

The other five DSIBs comprise Bangkok Bank (BBL), Kasikornbank (KBank), SCB X (the holding company of Siam Commercial Bank), Krungsri (Bank of Ayudhya), and TMBThanachart Bank (ttb).

Overall profit growth was primarily driven by non-interest income, particularly from gains on investments and fee-based income related to wealth management businesses.

However, net interest income (NII) declined across the industry, in line with the central bank's policy rate cut.

The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) has lowered the policy rate four times since October 2024, reducing it by 100 basis points (bps).

In 2025, the MPC made three consecutive cuts of 25 bps each in February, April and August. The MPC has since kept the rate unchanged, maintaining it at 1.5%.

For the third quarter, the six DSIBs reported combined NII of 161 billion baht, down 7.69% year-on-year. The decline was led by ttb (-11.8%), followed by SCB X (-9.87%), BBL (-7.84%) and KBank (-6.91%). Krungsri was the only DSIB to record NII growth, rising 2.46%.

According to KTB's financial statement for the third quarter, its improved net profit was mainly supported by a 3.7% increase in fee income, driven by wealth management, global markets and investment gains, while NII declined due to lower interest rates.

Amid sluggish Thai economic growth, the total outstanding loans of the six DSIBs fell to 13.1 trillion baht as of September 2025, representing a 1.36% decrease from the end of last year.

KTB, the country's second-largest lender by assets, posted the steepest loan contraction at 3.94%, followed by ttb (-3.5%), BBL and SCB X (-3.2% each), and KBank (-2.7%). Krungsri was the only DSIB to report loan growth, rising 2.7% over the period.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3125020/thai-listed-banks-earnings-rise12-in-q3



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Car sales expected to top last year's level                

                BEV sales up 99% y-o-y in September
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                                Domestic car sales are expected to increase this year to 600,000 vehicles despite a sluggish auto industry, as electric vehicles (EVs) dominate total sales and sales of oil-fuelled cars continue to decline, says the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).
[image: ]


In September, battery EV (BEV) sales soared 99% year-on-year, representing an 18.8% share of all types of car sales, exceeding the proportion of internal combustion engine (ICE)-powered cars (18.7%) for the first time on record, as sales of the latter plunged by 22%.

The shift towards EVs is one of the factors contributing to the forecast that domestic car sales will increase this year, up from 572,000 vehicles in 2024, though sales remain stagnant as prospective buyers are unable to access auto loans due to the high level of household debt.

"BEV makers are attracting more customers with new technologies, attractive prices and good marketing campaigns," said Surapong Paisitpatanapong, vice-president of the FTI and the spokesman for its Automotive Industry Club.

"The government is also promoting local BEV production through its EV incentive packages."

From January to September, total car sales in the country managed to grow by 2% year-on-year to 447,969 vehicles, up from 438,659 vehicles in the corresponding period last year.

Mr Surapong expects the new government and its economic stimulus measures -- particularly the "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme -- to enhance economic confidence and strengthen consumer purchasing power.

According to the club, car exports improved in September, with a 7.2% year-on-year increase to 86,056, attributed to an uptick in sales of pure pickups and pickup passenger vehicles (PPVs).

Some companies launched new PPV models and exported them for the first time this month.

Thailand also exported more EVs in the passenger car and pickup segments while ICE-powered car exports fell.

However, during the first nine months of this year, car exports remained low, dropping 10% to 689,031 units.

Car production in September rose by 4.7% year-on-year to 128,104 units, driven by automakers participating in the state's EV incentive schemes. These manufacturers ramped up local production of BEVs to offset imports, which benefit from tax cuts and subsidies under the programme.

From January to September, total car production tallied 1,075,801 vehicles, a drop of 4.6% from last year.
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                                The Bank of Thailand expects the "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme to help drive GDP growth in the final quarter this year.
The central bank projects the Thai economy to expand by 0.5% quarter-on-quarter in the fourth quarter this year, recovering from a 0.5% contraction in the previous quarter.

The rebound will largely be supported by the government's economic stimulus measures, particularly the co-payment programme, said Piti Disyatat, deputy governor for monetary stability at the central bank, during the Monetary Policy Forum held on Wednesday.

"The stimulus scheme is expected to contribute around 0.2-0.3 percentage points to GDP growth in the final quarter of the year," he said.

These stimulus measures are expected to help the Thai economy maintain momentum, pushing year-on-year GDP growth to 1.3% in the fourth quarter, compared with 1.5% in the third quarter, according to the central bank.

The stimulus initiatives -- primarily the co-payment scheme and incentives for domestic tourism -- are forecast to bolster private consumption in the quarter.

GDP growth in the final quarter is expected to be supported by export expansion, driven by front-loading activities, as well as the reopening of previously closed factories, said Mr Piti.

Several industries temporarily halted production in the third quarter to enhance efficiency, leading to reduced output, including in the petroleum, automotive, and alcoholic beverage sectors. These temporary shutdowns contributed to the 0.5% quarter-on-quarter contraction in GDP during the third quarter, according to the central bank.

Given economic headwinds arising from both domestic and external challenges, the regulator previously downgraded Thai GDP growth forecasts for 2025 and 2026 to 2.2% and 1.6%, respectively, from earlier projections of 2.3% and 1.7%.

The central bank also expects the baht to weaken modestly against the US dollar in the second half of 2025, after strengthening in the first half.

Having peaked with a 7.8% appreciation in the first half, the baht has now softened by 4.4% against the dollar year-to-date.

Despite the baht's strength against the dollar, which has weighed on Thailand's exports and tourism competitiveness, the central bank expects foreign tourist arrivals to improve in the fourth quarter, projecting 33 million foreign arrivals for the year, rising to 35.5 million in 2026.

Chinese tourist arrivals have shown signs of recovery after plunging 55% year-on-year in April. The contraction is expected to narrow to 28.9% this month.

According to the central bank, Chinese visitors are projected to reach 4.4 million in 2025 and 6.6 million in 2026.
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                                The government's "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme is expected to provide a lift for small restaurants and retailers, helping them thrive in a sluggish economy.
However, the Thai Wholesale and Retail Trade Association suggests the government should analyse data collected from transactions to develop better, sustainable measures to support small business operators in the future.

The co-payment scheme is set to run from Oct 29 to Dec 31.

Shops, retail stores, spas and even taxi drivers that are not registered as juristic persons are eligible to participate in the programme, as well as public transport operators and small juristic persons with an annual income not exceeding 1.8 million baht.

Thaniwan Kulmongkol, president of the Thai Restaurant Association, noted the economy is not in good shape, resulting in less money in people's pockets.

She predicted a significant portion of the money from the scheme would be spent in the restaurant sector, helping eateries struggling in a stagnant economy.

BOON TO RETAILERS

Somchai Pornrattanacharoen, honorary president of the Thai Wholesale and Retail Trade Association, said the scheme should benefit small retailers that are treading water.

He said the money distributed through the programme would circulate through suppliers and related businesses, helping to stimulate the economy.

During the previous government's 10,000-baht cash handout, some people used the funds to repay debts, which did not effectively stimulate economic circulation, said Mr Somchai.

This stimulus programme should be used during challenging economic circumstances, but over the long term he advised the government to focus on more sustainable measures to support small retailers.

"The government should use transaction data to analyse and design future policies that strengthen small businesses, such as appropriate tax policies or better sales platforms," said Mr Somchai.

TOURISM BOOST

On Tuesday, the government announced a set of domestic stimulus measures, comprising five initiatives such as personal income tax deductions for domestic travel expenses and corporate tax deductions for seminars and training held in Thailand.

For personal income tax deductions, participants must provide invoices from accommodation or restaurants registered in the value-added tax system, dated from Oct 29 to Dec 15.

The first 10,000 baht of such expenses can be supported by either paper or electronic tax invoices, while the next 10,000 baht requires electronic tax invoices.

Mrs Thaniwan said this stimulus package would help restaurants that earn more than 1.8 million baht a year, which are not eligible for the Khon La Khrueng Plus scheme.

Deductions are capped at 1.5 times the amount spent in secondary provinces and one time expenses in primary provinces.

She said the scheme's conditions are appropriate as they support restaurants in second-tier cities that have fewer business opportunities compared with eateries based in major cities.

Mrs Thaniwan estimated during this period, participating restaurants would experience a sales increase of about 20% due to the stimulus package compared with regular periods.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3125100/copay-to-prop-up-small-operators



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Samart Aviation Solutions eyes 15% uptick in profit                

                              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: Samart Aviation Solutions eyes 15% uptick in profit]
                      
                                          

                  

                                Samart Aviation Solutions (SAV) Plc, which provides air traffic services in Cambodia, is targeting 15% profit growth this year despite the border conflict between Thailand and Cambodia.
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The company's quarterly profit in 2025 rose year-on-year thanks to an uptick in overflights in Cambodia from flights bound for other countries as many flights adjusted their routes to avoid storms this year. An overflight refers to a flight that passes through a country's airspace but does not include a landing or takeoff.

SAV increased flight operations by around 20% in the first nine months of 2025 as Cambodia opened a new airport.

Watchai Vilailuck, executive vice-chairman of corporate strategy at Samart Corp, said SAV provides air traffic management services in Cambodia via Cambodia Air Traffic Services, which is fully owned by SAV.

SAV targets booking net profit of 540 million baht this year, up from 464 million in 2024.

SAV contributes 20-25% of Samart Corp's annual total revenue, he said.

Ruttanun Vilailuck, senior manager of business development and investor relations at Samart Corp, said the political conflict between the two countries has had a slight effect on SAV's operations, though the company benefited from an increase in overflights.

Overflight traffic accounts for 72.9% of SAV's total operations of air traffic yearly, said Mr Ruttanun.

The top six overflights countries benefiting SAV's operations include Vietnam with 22.6% growth year-on-year during first half of 2025, followed by Thailand with 18% growth, the Philippines with 2.9% growth, Malaysia with 125% growth, China with 144% growth, and Singapore with 83% growth.

As of the second quarter 2025, there were 30,819 flights under SAV's operations, up 24.8% year-on-year.

Overflight traffic tallied 22,092 flights or 72.9% of all traffic, up 31.2% year-on-year, while landings and takeoffs of international routes totalled 6,916 flights, 22.8% of the total, a gain of 11.5%.

Takeoffs and landings of domestic flights tallied 4.2% of total traffic, down 20.8% year-on-year.

Mr Ruttanun said SAV targets annual double-digit profit growth after 2026.

Mr Watchai said Samart Corp is set for a strong comeback in 2025, with all business units expected to return to profitability.

Samart Corp projects total revenue of 11-11.5 billion baht this year, supported by a nine-month backlog of 18 billion.

The group is targeting an additional 9 billion baht in projects for fourth-quarter bidding, with Samart Telcoms (Samtel), SAV, and TEDA Co Ltd as the main growth drivers.

"The company's performance over the first nine months has been strong and encouraging, with all business units showing positive results," said Mr Watchai.

Despite economic challenges and delays in some projects due to postponed government budgets following the formation of a new administration, every subsidiary delivered a notable performance, he said.

Mr Watchai said the group revenue over the first nine months reached 7.7 billion baht.

Samtel secured over 5 billion baht in new contracts during the first nine months and its backlog now exceeds 8 billion.

Samart Digital posted a first-half profit of 33 million baht and it expects to maintain steady revenue and profit through year-end.

TEDA, which specialises in end-to-end high-voltage power transmission station projects, has a nine-month backlog exceeding 3.8 billion baht and secured 2.4 billion baht in new contracts. TEDA has nearly 2 billion baht in projects up for bidding.

Mr Watchai said Samtel has over 4 billion baht in projects awaiting bidding, with year-end backlog projected at around 9 billion baht.
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                                The Commerce Ministry, in collaboration with the Small and Medium Enterprise Development Bank of Thailand (SME D Bank), plans to offer loans worth over 239 million baht at a fixed rate of 3% to prospective franchise businesses.
Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun said the collaboration aims to support prospective franchises in expanding their operations.

The pilot project includes seven participating brands: Manoi bubble milk tea; Bear Wash; Punjaros Boat Noodles; Laundrybar; Trendy Wash; 24 Wash; and Punthai Coffee.

The department estimated that this initiative will generate over 1.14 billion baht in economic circulation.

Moreover, the bank is offering a special loan programme with a fixed interest rate of 3% a year for up to three years to franchises of all sizes, with a total credit line exceeding 20 billion baht.

Mrs Suphajee said this initiative also focuses on minimising barriers for new entrepreneurs by facilitating easier access to funding, allowing inexperienced business operators to apply for loans.

The ministry and the bank will carefully screen potential entrepreneurs to ensure they are capable and possess growth potential.

She said the franchise business continues to thrive with a projected growth rate of about 10-15% this year.

She said Thai franchises have expanded their businesses to international markets, with over 40 franchises now operating in more than 30 countries.

Amorn Umpairungruang, chief executive Dou Means Bean Co Ltd, owner of the Dou Soy Milk franchise, said a rising number of layoffs had prompted many individuals to start their own businesses.

This trend would likely boost the franchise sector, particularly in segments requiring small investments of around 500,000-600,000 baht.

He said last year the franchise sector saw a surge of Chinese franchises such as snowball and bubble tea as well as ice cream brands, which achieve success due to their efficient systems.

However, this year Thai franchises are beginning to improve, supported by better logistics and supply chain systems for distributing products and raw materials, said Mr Amorn.

He said the Thai franchise sector, established for over three decades, has seen many businesses enter and exit the market, as the sector often aligns with trends.

Younger generations increasingly aspire to become entrepreneurs now, said Mr Amorn.

He suggested educational institutions should include the franchise business in their curriculum and urged the government to support the sector through low-interest financing and the establishment of franchise-related laws to provide proper oversight and development for the industry.
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        Is 'Gun' a loose cannon?
        At this moment in time, few people probably don't know who influencer Guntouch "Gun" Pongpaiboonwet is. Over the past few months, he has been on the frontline conducting an eerie campaign on the Thai-Cambodian border in the hope of removing Cambodian encroachers from Nong Chan and Nong Ya Kaeo in Sa Kaeo province.

      

      
        Myanmar's fragile pursuit of peace
        A decade ago, Myanmar reached what many viewed as a historic milestone on Oct 15, 2015. The signing of the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) between the government and several ethnic armed organisations (EAOs) brought renewed hope. After more than seven decades of internal conflict, the country seemed to be stepping towards a peaceful and inclusive future.

      

      
        UN picks rights council members with bad records
        In a ritual of near-farcical folly, the UN General Assembly has elected 14 new members to join the Geneva-based Human Rights Council on Oct 15.

      

      
        Lottery retirement savings plan risky
        Lotteries are among the oldest forms of betting. Yet in modern times, various governments have used this popular form of gambling to encourage financial savings among citizens and even retirees.

      

      
        Public safety No.1
        This Friday will mark one month since the under-construction MRT station at Vajira Hospital suffered a massive sinkhole on Samsen Road. The public has since been left in the dark, not knowing how a well-designed and costly subway tunnel collapsed so easily.

      

      
        In defence of encryption for a digital future
        Encryption, the simple act of scrambling data so that it cannot be read by third parties, keeps us, our loved ones, and our communities safe by protecting everything from private messages to online-banking details and medical records. It is the foundation of trust in our digital society, as crucial for personal security as it is for national security.

      

      
        Timor-Leste's long road to Asean
        This Sunday, when Timor-Leste finally joins Asean as its 11th member, it will mark a diplomatic triumph for one of Asia's smallest states and a moral test for the region's most enduring organisation. For Dili, this long-awaited step is not about prestige; it is about survival, legitimacy, and opportunity. For the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), welcoming Timor-Leste completes...

      

      
        Defusing a battery waste time bomb
        A mountain of dead batteries is piling up. If Thailand does nothing, these seemingly innocuous yet toxic batteries will become a national crisis. Properly managed, they can fuel a new economic future.

      

      
        Time for Asean to tackle scam gangs head-on
        The death of a South Korean student, reportedly lured to Cambodia by a scam gang, should be a wake-up call for members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) to push for more collaboration in tackling such vicious crimes.

      

      
        Meters won't  end taxi woes
        It is no secret that Bangkok's taxi service is plagued with problems, which multiple governments have tried to fix over the years to no avail. The most recent effort to reform the system is a good start, but it will take more than new meters to solve the issues haunting the city's taxi service.
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																At this moment in time, few people probably don't know who influencer Guntouch "Gun" Pongpaiboonwet is. Over the past few months, he has been on the frontline conducting an eerie campaign on the Thai-Cambodian border in the hope of removing Cambodian encroachers from Nong Chan and Nong Ya Kaeo in Sa Kaeo province.
Over the past few years, Gun, a noodle shop owner, has earned a reputation as a philanthropist, helping the poor and underprivileged, victims of trafficking and the sex trade. With his bold and sometimes controversial activities, he has become a heavyweight influencer and his webpage has more than nine million followers.

Yet his patriotic campaign along the border is seen by many as over the top. Due to his increasing popularity, anyone questioning his actions -- which effectively sow hatred between the peoples of the two countries -- are being brutally chastised.

The latest example is Senator Angkhana Neelapaijit, formerly a human rights commissioner, who raised concerns about Guntouch using speakers to play "ghostly sounds" to spook Cambodians. She said this might place Thailand at a disadvantage when dealing with the international community. Her comments prompted a backlash from ultra-nationalists who accused her of siding with Cambodia. She was branded a Thai with a Cambodian heart by some of them.

Guntouch's activities have led to other allegations.

This week, he and People's Party MP, Rukchanok Srinork, were involved in a verbal spat which cast a spotlight on Guntouch's alleged connections with certain cabinet ministers, particularly Deputy Prime Minister and Agriculture Minister Capt Thamanat Prompow.

Guntouch admitted he was awarded a few projects from the Agriculture Ministry without joining a bidding process over a period of two years. The ministry, he said, had more than 10,000 projects that bypassed bidding. This raises the question of why does the country have so many projects that can sidestep a bidding process?

Also, pictures of him using a ministry helicopter for his activities raises another question about how he can get to use state resources. Yet he staunchly denied that this kind of support had anything to do with his ties to the minister.

More importantly, the hot debate on a programme hosted by veteran journalist Sorayuth Suthasanachinda on TV Channel 3 last week revealed startling facts about public donations totalling almost 100 million baht to his border campaign going to the influencer's foundation, leading to questions about transparency in how he manages the money.

This highlights a problem with the justice system in this country. Namely, if the justice system and state mechanisms are functional, cater to the poor and the underprivileged and protect them from unfairness as designed, there is no place for media influencers.

But what is going on now is not the case. The gigantic bureaucracy is weak and riddled with graft.

Ms Rukchanok, who also faces online attacks from the influencer's fan club, was right in saying Guntough, while enjoying considerable power and privilege, would rather deal with border incursion issues in a piecemeal manner instead of fixing the structure of the problem.

Needless to say, there are two sides of the coin for media influencers, such as Guntouch and his like. Quite a few end up exploiting the system, cashing in on people's hardships.
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																A decade ago, Myanmar reached what many viewed as a historic milestone on Oct 15, 2015. The signing of the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) between the government and several ethnic armed organisations (EAOs) brought renewed hope. After more than seven decades of internal conflict, the country seemed to be stepping towards a peaceful and inclusive future.
The NCA was more than a ceasefire. It embodied a shared political vision -- building trust, reducing armed conflict, and preparing for inclusive political dialogue. It was witnessed by international observers, including the United Nations and neighbouring countries, and welcomed as a significant step in Myanmar's modern history.

Ten years later, that optimism has been severely tested. Following political developments since February 2021, Myanmar's situation has deteriorated. Widespread resistance, renewed fighting, and the collapse of political dialogue have placed serious pressure on the NCA's foundations. Several original signatories have withdrawn recognition or declared the agreement void, citing violations by military authorities.

The Karen National Union, one of the NCA's leading signatories, declared in 2023 that the military had undermined the agreement's core, especially Chapter 1, which commits all parties to political dialogue and federal democracy.

In October, the KNU, All Burma Students' Democratic Front, and the Chin National Front jointly announced that the NCA had lost its legitimacy in the current political environment. They urged the international community to reject any peace process lacking meaningful political reform. Taking a more moderate stance, the Restoration Council of Shan State called for renewed trust-building between the military and EAOs, grounded in federalism and supported by international witnesses. These varied responses reflect deepening mistrust and a lack of confidence in the peace process.

Meanwhile, Myanmar's military continues to treat the NCA as a valid legal framework. During the 10th anniversary ceremony held in Nay Pyi Taw on Oct 15, military leaders reaffirmed their commitment to the agreement. However, ongoing hostilities and the absence of inclusive dialogue paint a different picture on the ground.

The anniversary event -- attended by representatives from several countries, including Thailand -- served both as a commemoration and a reminder of unfulfilled promises. While the ceremony emphasised peace and federal unity, conditions across the country highlight a widening gap between official narratives and lived realities.

Although general elections are being planned, the military has acknowledged that voting will not take place in many areas due to continued conflict and limited administrative control. This raises concerns about the legitimacy of the process and the exclusion of key ethnic voices.

While elections are a vital component of democracy, they cannot substitute for inclusive political dialogue. Without trust, broad representation, and a shared national vision, elections alone cannot heal deep-rooted grievances. The elections must instead be viewed as "part and parcel" of a wider peace process -- one that prioritises dialogue, reconciliation, and mutual respect.

Thailand, as Myanmar's immediate neighbour and long-standing friend, has a deep interest in the country's peace and stability. With over 2,000 kilometres of shared border and close people-to-people ties, Thailand's stake in Myanmar's future is both diplomatic and humanitarian. Refugee flows, cross-border trade, and regional security are all affected by the situation in Myanmar.

Thailand has consistently supported peace efforts in Myanmar, including through informal dialogue, humanitarian assistance, and its role within Asean. At the NCA's 10th anniversary, Thailand's message was clear: peace cannot be achieved by procedure alone. It requires trust-building, inclusion, and the active participation of various stakeholders.

The key lesson from the past decade is this: peace is not a document or a ceremony. It is a long, fragile process that must be continuously nurtured. The NCA was, and still can be, a foundation for lasting peace, but only if adapted to today's realities and revitalised through genuine political will.

Myanmar's future must be determined by its people, supported by neighbours and international partners who respect its sovereignty while encouraging its democratic aspirations. As the country approaches another crossroads, the spirit of 2015 can still be renewed not by looking back, but by creating a new, inclusive path together forward.

Hope may waver, but it does not have to fade. The experiences of the past decade -- both achievements and disappointments -- should guide Myanmar on its continued journey towards sustainable peace and reconciliation.

Pisanu Suvanajata served as Thailand's ambassador to Myanmar from 2012 to 2017. He witnessed the NCA signing in 2015 and represented Thailand again at the NCA 10th Anniversary in Nay Pyi Taw on Oct 15. He currently serves as acting Secretary-General of the Asian Peace and Reconciliation Council (APRC).
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3125096/myanmars-fragile-pursuit-of-peace



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									UN picks rights council members with bad records								

															

																In a ritual of near-farcical folly, the UN General Assembly has elected 14 new members to join the Geneva-based Human Rights Council on Oct 15.
The otherwise low-key annual ballot raises political hypocrisy to a heightened level. These new council members, including countries like Angola, Egypt, Iraq, Pakistan, and Vietnam, have been selected to serve for three-year terms to sit in collective judgement on cases of civil and human rights.

The 47-member council is courting continuing controversy through such a process. Here's why.

The annual election among UN General Assembly members chooses candidates from five. Regional groups inside the council were actually a selection; none of the proposed candidates faced opposition, and thus each country was destined to win by default.

Sadly, in recent years, back-room deals among the regional groups have made such cosy arrangements whereby there is no direct competition for the seats. Rather, the chosen candidate only needs to gain a simple majority from the 193-member assembly. That's pretty easy.

"When the UN's highest human rights body becomes a case of the foxes guarding the henhouse, the world's victims suffer," stated Hillel Neuer, Executive Director of UN Watch, a human rights monitor based in Geneva.

Human rights activists deem these new members as "unqualified" to sit in judgements of UN resolutions concerning human rights.

Let's take a quick look at some of the new members who will sit in political judgement.

Africa: Four African seats were filled. Angola, Egypt, Mauritius and South Africa have been brought on board. Angola's human rights record is tragically lamentable. In the respected annual Freedom House survey, the resource-rich country is saddled by endemic corruption and rates only 28 out of 100 in a score of civil and political freedoms. Egypt, too, despite its military rulers being close to the US, holds a poor rights record with a Freedom House score of 18/100.

Sadly, South Africa has seen an increasingly "questionable" human rights record, but remains listed as a free country. Mauritius, an island state in the Indian Ocean, scores as "free" with an impressive rating of 86/100.

Asia: India, Iraq, Pakistan and Vietnam have been selected. Iraq's government remains highly sectarian, lacking civil and political freedoms, gaining a 31/100 Freedom House score.

Pakistan, too, run by a military-influenced government, gains a mere 32/100 rating and is listed as only partly free. There's the persecution of the Christian minority in both cases. India, to its credit, holds a 63/100 Freedom House rating.

Vietnam gained a two-year extension to its council tenure and remains an unquestioned one-party political system where the ruling Communist Party has been in power since 1975, when it forcefully reunited Vietnam. The country scores poorly in civil and political rights, gaining a 20/100 score, and sadly has seen notable religious rights harassment and systematic internet censorship.

Eastern Europe: Both the Baltic state of Estonia and ex-Yugoslav Slovenia are well-established as free and practising democratic states.

Latin America: Chile is a long-time democracy, while Ecuador, while having some political challenges, remains largely free.

Western Europe: both Italy and the United Kingdom were chosen to the rights council. Both states are established democracies.

These 14 new members take their places in January 2026.

According to UN Watch, already 56% of the UN Human Rights Council's current members are not democracies, including such regimes as China, Cuba, Qatar, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Sudan, Somalia and Vietnam. Now, Vietnam, as mentioned, is extending its three-year tenure.

UN Watch's Mr Neuer warned, "Regrettably, the European Union has not said a word about the hypocritical candidates that only undermine the credibility and effectiveness of the UN human rights system."

This selection process undermines and insults countries that need political transparency by installing dubious candidates who are part of the problem, not the solution.

For such odious authoritarian regimes, the elevation to the Human Rights Council brings an unwarranted legitimacy and inclusion into a forum where the protection of human rights should be premised on precisely the opposite.

John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism: The Diplomacy of Divided Nations; Germany, Korea, China'.
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																Lotteries are among the oldest forms of betting. Yet in modern times, various governments have used this popular form of gambling to encourage financial savings among citizens and even retirees.
Thailand is no exception. Recent administrations have sought to use lotteries as a means to help bettors save money.

The latest example comes from the government of Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, which has proposed an "online lottery for retirement savings" -- a scheme aimed at creating a retirement fund for those who gamble on government lotteries.

The Anutin government is not the first to try this.

The recently replaced Pheu Thai-led administration developed a similar retirement lottery scheme, which received parliamentary approval and is expected to launch this year.

Under the Pheu Thai Party's version, the programme will be managed by the National Savings Fund (NSF), which has 2.78 million members and expects this to rise to 2.8 million by year-end.

The NSF's retirement lottery seeks to increase savings among Thais, particularly informal workers who are not covered by retirement systems such as the Social Security Fund or provident funds.

Anyone aged 15 or older can buy retirement lottery tickets for 50 baht each, up to a maximum of 3,000 baht per person per month.

Five million tickets are issued weekly, with draws held every Friday. The top prize is 1 million baht, with smaller three-digit prizes worth 1,000 baht.

The catch in Pheu Thai's version is that all money used to buy tickets is accumulated and returned to buyers when they turn 60.

Those over 60 can still purchase tickets, with the money returned five years after the initial purchase.

If there are no winners for a given draw, the prize money rolls over to the next.

The Anutin government's "online lottery for retirement savings" differs from this.

Under the plan, each lottery ticket will be priced at 80 baht, with a portion of the money set aside for a retirement fund even if the ticket does not win.

For instance, 5-7% of the 80 baht would be allocated to establish the fund, which could be withdrawn once the buyer reaches the age of 55.

For those over 50 -- say, 58 years old -- the fund must be held for at least five years before withdrawal.

At first glance, the idea behind the Anutin government's online lottery for savings may seem promising.

However, on closer examination, the concept appears to be a populist policy lacking careful consideration -- an attempt to build a retirement savings system out of gambling.

But can such a policy truly create meaningful retirement savings for the public, especially grassroots citizens?

With each 80-baht ticket setting aside just 5-7% -- roughly 5.60 baht -- the remaining 74.40 baht is still spent on gambling.

Had the ticket not been purchased in the first place, that amount could have been saved or used for daily necessities.

For this reason, saving through an online lottery is unlikely to provide a sustainable, long-term source of retirement income.

Ordinary Thais, particularly low-income individuals who regularly buy government or underground lottery tickets, often express frustration when their numbers fail to win.

"I lost again!" is a familiar lament.

The populist "Online Lottery for Retirement" policy thus seems designed to soothe that disappointment -- even if one doesn't win, at least some of the money goes toward future savings.

Each year, Thais spend around 200 billion baht on government lottery tickets.

Including underground lotteries, total annual spending may reach 300-400 billion baht.

The broader challenge to national savings, however, lies in rising household debt -- a growing economic malaise.

According to the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC), Thailand's household debt in the second quarter of 2025 reached 16.35 trillion baht, equivalent to 87.4% of GDP.

This debt burden constrains spending, especially among low-income groups.

Young people, too, are increasingly accumulating debt beyond their means, driven partly by online consumption and "Buy Now, Pay Later" services.

Nevertheless, a strong savings system is a crucial pillar of society, particularly as Thailand becomes an ageing nation -- with 20% of the population now over 60.

Yet the country's retirement savings system remains weak, leaving many older Thais in poverty.

The Social Security Fund's old-age savings programme, launched in 1999, now covers around 12 million members.

While it has expanded coverage for non-government workers, monthly pensions remain low -- typically 4,000-5,000 baht, sometimes reaching 6,000 depending on contribution length.

These sums are far from sufficient to support retirees amid rising living costs, particularly those without personal savings or passive income -- let alone self-employed workers and small vendors outside the system.

Those not covered by social security can join the National Savings Fund (NSF).

Saving 2,500 baht per month for 40 years would yield a monthly pension of about 3,790 baht -- a clearly inadequate amount to live on four decades from now.

According to the Finance Ministry, post-retirement income should be at least 50% of pre-retirement earnings.

To achieve this, the ministry has promoted the National Pension Fund Act -- a mandatory provident fund requiring all employers to provide retirement benefits for their employees.

Currently, private-sector provident funds operate on a voluntary basis.

However, the National Pension Fund law, approved by the cabinet under the Prayut Chan-o-cha administration in 2021, has yet to be submitted to parliament due to unfavourable economic conditions.

Using the lottery to encourage saving is not inherently wrong, even though, on the surface, it could easily and understandably be perceived to be.

But policymakers must take a broader view and approach, and in turn build a more solid foundation for sustainable retirement financial security by reforming the Social Security Fund, corresponding pension policies, and various laws.
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																This Friday will mark one month since the under-construction MRT station at Vajira Hospital suffered a massive sinkhole on Samsen Road. The public has since been left in the dark, not knowing how a well-designed and costly subway tunnel collapsed so easily.
The public has been told that soil subsidence, underground water, or even a burst water pipe may have caused the collapse. Yet such explanations merely fuel concerns.

How could an expensive, supposedly state-of-the-art underground system be so vulnerable to routine and natural risks such as soil shifts, water leaks, or heavy rainfall?

If those were the real causes, other ongoing subway projects in the area could face similar risks. After all, the underground water level in Bangkok is constantly changing.

In terms of soil, it is an open secret that contractors dealing with projects beneath ground level often use construction technology to stabilise the condition of the soil.

The problem is that the government has not revealed many details.

Media reports focus on how contractors are providing remedies to damaged parties.

However, last week, Pheu Thai list-MP Plodprasop Suraswadi -- chair of the Lower-House's sub-committee on improving public safety and standards on civil construction -- warned the public that the collapsed surface at the construction site extended for about 25 metres.

A few days later, Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt openly brushed aside Mr Plodprasop's warning, confirming the area as being already safe again.

The big question is why the MRT and the associated contractors have not come forward to clarify Mr Plodprasop's warning.

Just this month, the Ministry of Transport quietly formed a fact-finding committee to look into the cause of the huge sinkhole.

This 11-person panel only contains a few neutral experts. The majority are officials from the Ministry of Transport, the Metropolitan Rapid Transit -- the owner of the subway project -- and contractors from the CKST-PL Joint Venture.

The ministry has not spelt out the framework of the fact-finding mission or when the results of the probe will be released.

Last week, members of the same Lower-House sub-committee sent a letter to the ministry urging the fact-finding committee to invite more neutral experts to join.

In countries with strong public safety records, professional probes are often conducted by third-party experts, with the results publicised. But in Thailand, most fact-finding committees feature stakeholders like contractors and only a few neutral experts. In many cases, the government publicises only some of the results.

Such is the case with the State Audit Office that collapsed early this year -- only the conclusion of the report has been publicised. The names of the experts involved have not been revealed. The simulation model they used to test the structural strength and materials of the buildings remains "classified".

The ministry must improve public safety standards -- starting by making its fact-finding inclusive and transparent; then, by telling the public what the fact-finding mission will do and when the truth will be known.
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																Encryption, the simple act of scrambling data so that it cannot be read by third parties, keeps us, our loved ones, and our communities safe by protecting everything from private messages to online-banking details and medical records. It is the foundation of trust in our digital society, as crucial for personal security as it is for national security.
Despite this, encryption is under unprecedented threat from established democracies, which are inadvertently paving a dangerous path that the world's autocrats are only too eager to follow.

Specifically, policymakers in these countries often present strong encryption as being at odds with effective law enforcement. But this is a false choice. The reality is that we need legislation that protects people online while also maintaining the security infrastructure that safeguards our data. These goals are not mutually exclusive.

Policymakers continue to claim that creating "backdoors" for law enforcement -- exceptional government access to encrypted communications -- is necessary to help catch criminals. But cybersecurity research has consistently demonstrated the impossibility of building a backdoor that only the "good guys" can use. A backdoor is a backdoor.

The Salt Typhoon case, in which a Chinese government-supported hacker group gained access to US telecom systems by exploiting backdoors originally created for American law enforcement and intelligence agencies, should have sufficed to show that there is no way to control who exploits engineering vulnerabilities built into a system. However noble their aims, such tools will inevitably become a weapon that criminals, hostile state actors, and malicious hackers can abuse.

Consider the European Union's proposed Child Sexual Abuse Regulation, more commonly known as Chat Control, which would require providers to scan private communications to detect child sexual abuse material (CSAM). While the goal of protecting children from abuse is urgent and critically important, the proposal would compromise the confidentiality provided by end-to-end encryption.

Under the regulation, providers would have to implement client-side scanning -- a technology that scans messages on users' devices before they are encrypted and sent. If breaking encryption is like ripping open an envelope as a letter passes through the post office, client-side scanning is like having someone read over your shoulder as you write it. The result is the same: privacy and confidentiality are lost. Moreover, client-side scanning would not stop CSAM, as perpetrators can circumvent scanning by zipping the photos or copying and pasting them into another file format.

Once such systems are in place, they create new vulnerabilities that hold implications for free speech. There is no guarantee, for example, that they won't be used to scan for other types of content -- political dissent, union organising, or information that powerful actors want to suppress.

Others, too, face disproportionate harm from weakened encryption. When communications are compromised, journalists lose the ability to protect sources, hampering efforts to expose corruption. Medical professionals need encryption to maintain patient confidentiality. Lawyers need it to preserve the attorney-client privilege. Businesses need it to protect trade secrets. Governments need it for national security. For someone escaping domestic violence or living in a community where their identity puts them at risk, encrypted messaging can even be a matter of life and death.

And yes, children need encryption as well. Research from the United Kingdom's Information Commissioner's Office found that encryption strengthens online safety for kids by preventing sexual predators from obtaining sensitive information that could be used for grooming. Breaking end-to-end encryption to "protect children" would, paradoxically, put them at greater risk.

Public pressure can make a difference. The Australian government has not yet compelled tech firms to change their services under its controversial 2018 encryption legislation that gives it the power to issue "technical capability notices", likely because authorities recognise the political risks of using these powers. In the UK, after civil society mobilised against the Online Safety Act, major companies promised to withdraw their services rather than comply with orders to undermine encryption.

As the Chat Control proposal moves through the EU legislative process, member states are locking horns over encryption. Poland, the Czech Republic, the Netherlands, and Finland have opposed the legislation in the Council of the EU on the grounds that it threatens privacy, poses national-security concerns, and is ripe for abuse. But Denmark, France, Hungary, and other countries support it, viewing these risks as worthwhile trade-offs to keep children safe.

The outcome of these political disagreements will be felt far beyond Europe. End-to-end encrypted messaging services are used worldwide, and pressure from a key market like the EU could force firms to compromise the security and privacy of their products, putting users at risk globally.

As the world marks this year's Global Encryption Day, we must recognise that this debate is not about abstract technical specifications. It is about ensuring that the internet is safe, secure, and trustworthy for all. In terms of protecting children, that means regulations that actually keep them safe, rather than providing false comfort while creating systemic vulnerabilities; targeted law enforcement based on evidence, not mass surveillance; cross-border cooperation to ensure the rapid removal of known CSAM; and robust support for victims and prevention campaigns.

In other domains as well, we need solutions that address online harms without undermining privacy, confidentiality, and freedom of speech. A digital future worthy of our highest aspirations rests on encryption. If we want an internet that is for everyone -- where people everywhere can connect, communicate, and innovate safely -- we must not allow this foundation to erode. (c)2025 Project Syndicate 

Sally Wentworth is President and CEO of the Internet Society and the Internet Society Foundation.
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																This Sunday, when Timor-Leste finally joins Asean as its 11th member, it will mark a diplomatic triumph for one of Asia's smallest states and a moral test for the region's most enduring organisation. For Dili, this long-awaited step is not about prestige; it is about survival, legitimacy, and opportunity. For the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), welcoming Timor-Leste completes the Southeast Asian map but also exposes the limits of its inclusivity.
Timor-Leste's path to Asean membership has been long, deliberate, and at times uncertain. The country applied in 2011, almost a decade after independence from Indonesia, and spent over a decade waiting for approval. The hesitation was rooted in practical concerns. Asean questioned whether a nation of just 1.3 million people, with limited administrative capacity and heavy dependence on oil revenues, could handle the bloc's demanding institutional workload. Yet Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines championed its entry, arguing that the regional family was incomplete without it.

For Timor-Leste, Asean membership is a strategic necessity. The country's location between Indonesia and Australia makes it inherently part of Southeast Asia, but geography alone has never guaranteed belonging. Politically and economically, Timor-Leste has often been on the margins, relying on Western donors like Australia and the United States for aid and governance assistance, while turning to China for infrastructure development. Membership in Asean offers something different, not a patron, but a platform. It gives Dili a seat at the table where regional rules are written, and a buffer against great power rivalry that increasingly shapes the Indo-Pacific.

The economic rationale is equally clear. Timor-Leste's petroleum reserves, which fund most of its budget, are dwindling. Without diversification, fiscal sustainability will soon be at risk. Asean membership offers access to a regional market of more than 650 million people and a network of development programmes that can support tourism, agriculture, and digital transformation. Investors often view Asean membership as a seal of stability, a signal that a country plays by predictable rules. For Dili, that credibility is as valuable as capital.

But Asean's value to Timor-Leste extends beyond economics. It represents a political homecoming and a declaration of identity. For decades, Timor-Leste has balanced between its Portuguese heritage and its Southeast Asian geography. Joining Asean ends that ambiguity. It anchors the young democracy within a community of nations that share similar histories of colonialism, struggle, and reconstruction. For leaders like Jose Ramos-Horta and Xanana Gusmao, this moment fulfils a long-held aspiration to return Timor-Leste to its regional roots.

Yet both sides face real challenges. For Timor-Leste, joining Asean is only the first step. The hard work begins with integration, building the bureaucratic capacity to attend hundreds of Asean meetings, harmonising domestic laws with regional agreements, and contributing to common initiatives. Its civil service remains thin, its private sector small, and its infrastructure underdeveloped. Without sustained support, Timor-Leste risks becoming a symbolic rather than functional member.

For Asean, Dili's admission is a test of flexibility and principle. The bloc prides itself on unity and consensus, but its members differ vastly in wealth, governance, and institutional capacity. Integrating a low-income democracy will require creative approaches, what some call "differentiated integration", to prevent slowing the bloc's decision-making machinery. Yet this challenge also offers Asean a chance to reaffirm its founding promise that the region's strength lies in inclusion, not exclusion.

Timor-Leste could also bring new moral clarity to Asean's politics. As one of Asia's most resilient democracies, its stance on issues like Myanmar or human rights may challenge the bloc's tradition of quiet diplomacy. Dili's independent voice could enrich Asean's discourse, reminding members that consensus need not mean silence. That, too, is part of Asean's evolution, from a club of governments to a community of nations.

Economically, Timor-Leste adds little weight to Asean's combined GDP, but symbolically, its inclusion matters deeply. It completes the map of Southeast Asia, stretching the bloc's presence across the Timor Sea and strengthening its claim to represent the entire region. It also sends a signal to the world that Asean remains open, relevant, and confident enough to expand even amid global uncertainty.

The success of this new chapter depends on sustained cooperation. If Asean provides targeted assistance, helping Timor-Leste improve governance, logistics, and connectivity, then the partnership could become a model for how regionalism uplifts small states. But if Dili is left to navigate the complexities of membership alone, frustration could build quickly, and the promise of unity would ring hollow.

Timor-Leste's journey to Asean has been defined by patience and persistence. Its membership now challenges the bloc to match that determination with tangible support. For both sides, this is not merely a ceremonial milestone; it is a test of whether Southeast Asia's spirit of cooperation can turn aspiration into reality.

If Asean can integrate Timor-Leste with empathy and purpose, it will prove that its idea of"community" remains more than a slogan. And if Timor-Leste can transform inclusion into progress, it will show that even the smallest nation can help shape the future of a region in flux.

Ronny P Sasmita is a senior analyst at Indonesia Strategic and Economics Action Institution, a think tank specialising in geopolitical and geoeconomic studies in Indonesia.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3124514/timorlestes-long-road-to-asean



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Defusing a battery waste time bomb								

															

																	
										
											
											
																									
													
																																					
																										
												
												[image: A rider places a battery in his electric scooter in Bengaluru, India, in this Feb 11, 2022, file photo. (Photo: Bloomberg)]
											
																							
													A rider places a battery in his electric scooter in Bengaluru, India, in this Feb 11, 2022, file photo. (Photo: Bloomberg)												

																					

									

																A mountain of dead batteries is piling up. If Thailand does nothing, these seemingly innocuous yet toxic batteries will become a national crisis. Properly managed, they can fuel a new economic future.
The expansion of clean energy makes the problem even more acute. Around the world, electric vehicles (EVs) and energy storage systems (ESS) are the future, driving the green revolution, and Thailand is racing to catch up. At the heart of it all are batteries.

But batteries don't last forever. And when they die, they don't just disappear. They become hazardous waste -- dangerous to the environment, costly to the economy, and harmful to public health. Without a strong, sustainable system to handle them, Thailand could face a new national crisis.

This is no distant threat. It is a ticking time bomb. In the past five years between 2020-2024, more than 600,000 EVs have been registered in Thailand. With an average EV battery life of eight to 10 years, the country will face more than 38,000 tonnes of EV waste batteries by 2031. This will rise to 160,000 tonnes by 2035. By 2045, it will approach 900,000 tonnes.

The trend is accelerating. In the first eight months of this year alone, more than 180,000 passenger EVs with up to seven seats were registered, according to the Department of Land Transport. This makes 51.75% of new cars in this segment. 

Imports tell the same story. In the past eight years, from 2017-2024, Thailand brought in more than 700,000 fully (CBU) and semi-assembled EVs (SKD), along with over 3,200 tonnes of parts (CKD) for local assembly.

During 2022-2024, Thailand also imported more than 1.7 million packs of lithium-ion batteries for EVs, along with over 100,000 nickel-metal hydride batteries.

These will start reaching the end of their lives after 2032. And it's not just cars. Thailand also imports a huge number of electric bicycles, scooters, and mobile phones, all powered by batteries destined one day to be waste.

Overall, Thailand has imported over 3,900 tonnes of imported e-bikes, more than 21,000 e-scooters, and more than 120 million mobile phones.

Altogether, Thailand has spent more than 1.3 trillion baht importing batteries of all kinds. Yet the country still does not have a clear plan for what happens when these batteries reach the end of their lives.

What will happen if there are no viable measures to dispose of this toxic waste?

The risks are severe. Toxic metals and chemicals would seep into the soil and water, damaging ecosystems and human health. The economy would also suffer, as valuable raw materials would be contaminated and go to waste. The government would have to spend heavily to get rid of hazardous waste or send it to other countries for disposal.

Thailand would also remain at the mercy of volatile raw material prices, shaped by geopolitics in raw material supplies. But every coin has two sides. From a liability, battery waste could be turned into "treasure". If properly harnessed, it could be a new economic resource for the country. 

Batteries contain valuable metals such as lithium, cobalt, nickel and manganese that can be processed and retrieved for use by new industries. Recycling them not only helps the environment, but it also means new jobs, stronger GDP, and a healthier circular economy.

The question now is whether Thailand will allow battery waste to grow into a crisis or turn it into an advantage that strengthens the economy and industry.

To avoid ending up with "mountains of dead batteries", Thailand must act fast. We recommend six steps.

First, the country needs clear-cut legislation to regulate the safe storage, reuse, and recycling of all types of batteries.

Secondly, producers and importers must be held responsible for end-of-life batteries through the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) principle in waste management instead of leaving the burden to the public.

Third is that a "battery passport" mechanism must be created to trace each battery throughout its life.  

The fourth step is about more effective regulation. The government and responsible ministries must be vigilant in monitoring and regulating recycling plants, create a quality market for recycled materials, and require new batteries to contain a minimum level of recycled content.

Fifth is about better knowledge of recycling rare earth materials. The Thai government needs to invest in research and the development of technologies to inspect, sort, and recycle batteries at low cost to accommodate Thailand's needs.

Last but not least is conducive legislation. Thailand must have updated and relevant legislation to deal with EV and electronic device batteries. The law must determine which parties are responsible for paying disposal fees.

In addition, there are many questions and challenges that the government needs to address. Socially, there must be a mechanism to persuade people to return used batteries rather than reuse or repurpose them in ways that endanger leaks and contamination. Environmentally, should Thailand build its own recycling facilities or work with neighbours on a regional basis?

And perhaps the biggest question is this: should Thailand allow the import of waste batteries to make the recycling industry more cost-effective? If the government wants to push ahead, strict rules and safeguards will be crucial to prevent Thailand from becoming a dumping ground.

The choice is obvious. Mismanaged, dead batteries will poison soil, water, and lives, draining the economy along the way. Managed wisely, they could become a new power source to electrify jobs, industry, and Thailand's long-term competitiveness.

Green batteries sound like good news for the environment. Yet, these batteries will die. What Thailand does with them could decide whether the country will have to face a toxic legacy or will turn waste into the fuel of economic power.

Nattaphorn Buayam is a researcher fellow, Pitnaree Polsomboon is a researcher at the Thailand Development and Research Institute (TDRI). Policy analyses from the TDRI appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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									Time for Asean to tackle scam gangs head-on								

															

																	
										
											
											
																									
													
																																					
																										
												
												[image: Time for Asean to tackle scam gangs head-on]
											
																					

									

																The death of a South Korean student, reportedly lured to Cambodia by a scam gang, should be a wake-up call for members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) to push for more collaboration in tackling such vicious crimes.
Leaders from 10 Asean member countries are going to meet in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, at the 47th Asean Summit from Oct 26-28. Since Southeast Asia is regarded as a hotspot for scammers, Malaysia -- as the host -- should place the issue on the agenda.

Victims across the region and beyond have been suffering from financial losses, psychological trauma, and in many cases, physical harm. The recent death of the 22-year-old South Korean surnamed Park, at the hands of a Cambodian-based gang, underscores the urgency of coordinated action.

Year after year, the Asean Summit has focused on recurring issues such as the political and democratic crisis in Myanmar and territorial disputes in the South China Sea, various human rights issues and Asean connectivity.

Some of these issues may be resolved, while others remain unaddressed due to Asean's non-interference policy in the internal affairs of member states.

However, it's high time that Asean member states this year adopted a more flexible approach to the non-interference policy and come together to tackle the scam crisis collectively. As citizens across Asean and around the world are being affected by this issue, it requires a united response.

What the Asean Summit must do is to help establish a regional task force to tackle cybercrime, which can enter any Asean country should the need arise.

Secondly, Asean must help create a central channel to enhance intelligence sharing on the issue of international call scammers.

Thirdly, Asean must help put pressure on the Cambodian authorities to take decisive action against scammers. Indeed, Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Manet must take responsibility for failing to address the scam problem seriously, allowing criminal groups to establish scam operations within the country and deceive foreign nationals, many of them Thais, into working under coercion and abuse if they refuse to comply.

Fourthly, Asean must put in place a mechanism for protecting victims. Asean leaders should discuss the issue extensively at the summit in coordinating repatriation, rehabilitation programmes and witness protection for scam victims based on need.

Lastly, Asean must together strengthen its legal frameworks. They should discuss ways to harmonise laws across Asean to ensure scammers face consistent penalties and cannot exploit jurisdictional loopholes.

To effectively address the scam crisis, Asean should seek more cooperation from other countries participating in this summit and foster broader international collaboration.

Asean Plus Three, which includes the 10 Asean member countries plus China, Japan, and South Korea, and Asean Plus Six, which adds Australia, India, and New Zealand to the Plus Three group, can become two international forums for Asean to work closely together to launch an aggressive crackdown on scam syndicates. Asean must act decisively on the matter.

As for Thailand, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul should use the summit to urge Asean leaders to transform the region's shared frustration into unified action.

Thailand has been directly affected by scam operations in both Cambodia and Myanmar, so we must take a more proactive role in driving efforts to address the issue.

I agree that Mr Anutin has already made scam suppression a cornerstone of Thailand's foreign policy, linking it to peace negotiations with Cambodia.

However, more needs to be done at the summit. Mr Anutin should propose a binding Asean resolution on scam suppression, positioning Thailand as a regional leader in digital security.

He should call on Cambodia to publicly disclose its efforts to shut down scam centres and prosecute offenders. He should forge alliances by strengthening bilateral and multilateral cooperation, especially with South Korea and the United States, which have expressed deep concern over the issue.

Furthermore, Mr Anutin should highlight Thailand's recent arrests and enforcement actions to demonstrate commitment and build trust, urging Asean to assist scam victims, including legal aid and psychological support.

The Asean summit next week could be a turning point -- if Asean leaders, especially Mr Anutin, choose courage over complacency to tackle international call scams.
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									Meters won't  end taxi woes								
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																It is no secret that Bangkok's taxi service is plagued with problems, which multiple governments have tried to fix over the years to no avail. The most recent effort to reform the system is a good start, but it will take more than new meters to solve the issues haunting the city's taxi service.
Last week, the Transport Ministry announced its plan to roll out the "Digital Taximeter" programme, a GPS-based fare calculation system which it says will ensure fairer fares for drivers and reduce refusals -- a common problem especially during rush hours.

While the base fare structure will remain the same, the new digital meters will factor in traffic conditions and travel times, in addition to distance, and add the appropriate surcharges to ensure fairer compensation for drivers. The Department of Land Transportation is aiming to roll out more details about the digital meter system by December.

The digital meters are part of a bigger strategy to improve the city's public transportation services. Starting from Oct 2, individuals who use their private vehicles to offer transportation services through ride-hailing apps are required to register their vehicles as public transport vehicles and apply for a public transport driver's licence.

The move, according to the DLT, is meant to help curb the number of illegal taxis in the city.

In reality, the problem is far more complex than that.

The number of traditional taxis in Bangkok has dropped sharply from around 100,000 before the Covid-19 pandemic to between 60,000-65,000 today. While living costs have surged by 118% since 1992, fares have only risen by 55% over the same period, according to the Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI). This means drivers have to be more selective about the fares they accept, or find ways to charge more just to make ends meet, resulting in higher fares overall.

The question now is: Will the new Digital Taximeter programme be enough to help Bangkok's taxi drivers?

Without additional support from the government, the new meters will only have a limited impact, especially since only taxis which are less than four years old can be fitted with them. Furthermore, drivers are required to cover the installation costs themselves.

In reality, raising the income of drivers won't be enough to raise the quality of Bangkok's taxi service. Driver behaviour is another aspect that needs to be improved on if authorities truly want to restore public confidence in the city's taxis.

Commuters have long complained about being rejected by taxi drivers, especially in touristy areas or during rush hours. Many drivers illegally park their taxis as they wait for customers, resulting in traffic jams, while some drive dangerously and/or behave inappropriately, damaging the city's image as a tourist destination.

To address these issues, the DLT must create a mechanism for consumers to rate and review taxi drivers.

The department had considered rolling out an application to help manage the city's taxi drivers in the past, but the idea didn't lead to anything. Furthermore, mobile apps for taxi service by the government are not popular. For example, not many passengers know about Taxi OK, the app funded by the Ministry of Transport, which launched seven years ago. Better promotion is needed to ensure future attempts are successful.

The digital taxi meter is a good start to reform the taxi industry. However, without proper support and a monitoring system that allows passengers to report bad service, the attempt won't yield good results.
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									New movies out this week: Oct 23-29

									A strange disease kills off the 1% in 'Rich Flu'
								

									New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

4 Tigers

Directed by Kongkiat Komesiri.

Who's in it?

Mario Maurer, Arak Amornsupasiri and Pakin Wilaisak.

What's it about? 

The film explores the rise of the notorious "four tigers of the Central Region", famous bandits whose paths converge with the legendary hero Khun Pan.

Why watch it? 

A new chapter in the highly acclaimed Khun Pan cinematic universe. 

[image: ]

Rich Flu

Directed by Galder Gaztelu-Urrutia.

Who's in it? 

Mary Elizabeth Winstead, Rafe Spall and Lorraine Bracco.

What's it about? 

Explores how far people would go to save themselves when the wealth that made the world go round then becomes its most dangerous commodity after a strange disease threatens to kill anyone with any sort of fortune.

Why watch it? 

Rosamund Pike, Daniel Bruhl and Macaulay Culkin were originally cast but all three dropped out due to scheduling conflicts. Pike was replaced by Mary Elizabeth Winstead while Bruhl was replaced by Rafe Spall.

[image: ]

Regretting You

Directed by Josh Boone.

Who's in it?

Allison Williams, Mckenna Grace and Dave Franco.

What's it about? 

Centres on the strained relationship between young mother Morgan Grant and her teenage daughter Clara, exacerbated by Morgan's husband Chris's tragic death, forcing them to navigate life's challenges together.

Why watch it?

The second film adaptation of a Colleen Hoover novel after It Ends With Us (2024) and the third adaptation overall, after the television series Confess (2017).

[image: New movies out this week: Oct 23-29]

Byaw Than (The Sound of Ceremonial Overture)

Directed by Aww Ratha.

Who's in it? 

Nay Win, Phyoe Ngwe Soe and Thuriya.

What's it about? 

A mother fights against all odds to complete a Burmese (shin pyu) offering for her son.

[image: New movies out this week: Oct 23-29]

ParaNorman: The Thrifting

Directed by Thibault LeClercq.

Who's in it? 

The voices of Brayden Gleave, Anna Kendrick and Finn Wolfhard.

What's it about? 

A new, fully computer-animated short film.

Why watch it? 

Spin-off from ParaNorman (2012).

[image: New movies out this week: Oct 23-29]

Scurry

Directed by Luke Sparke.

Who's in it? 

Jamie Costa, Emalia and Peter O'Hanlon.

What's it about? 

Two strangers who find themselves trapped underground when the city is attacked by a monstrous threat. Badly injured with limited resources they must navigate a treacherous, narrowing tunnel in hopes of finding an exit.

Why watch it? 

Barry Pepper was originally cast as the male protagonist.



Premieres on Oct 24

[image: ]

Kowloon Generic Romance

Directed by Chihiro Ikeda.

Who's in it? 

Riho Yoshioka, Koshi Mizukami and Virginia Chien.

What's it about? 

A love story that takes place in Kowloon Walled City.

Why watch it? 

Riho Yoshioka, who plays Reiko Kujirai in this film, had previously voiced Success the goldfish in the animated version of this drama.



Premieres on Oct 26
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2025 Donghae B Day Party (Day of Happiness)

Who's in it?

Lee Donghae

What's it about?

Live broadcast of Donghae B's concert at the Bluesquare Sol Travel Hall in Seoul, South Korea.

Why watch it?

The event is Lee Donghae's birthday celebration.



Premieres on Oct 29
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G-Dragon In Cinemas: Ubermensch

Who's in it?

Kwon Ji-yong, best known as G-Dragon.

What's it about? 

After eight years, the icon of a generation roars back with an epic world tour -- Ubermensch. Every beat, every breath, every moment that will redefine his legacy bursts onto the big screen. 

Why watch it?

From the anthems that shook the world--"Crooked", "PoWEr", "Heartbreaker" to an epic setlist spanning his most iconic hits, joined by an all-star guest line-up, including Taeyang, Daesung, CL and more.
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									Holistic residential community to open on Bang Na-Trat

									The all-in-one senior living community comes with residences, wellness clubhouse and health and brain centre
								

									The Aspen Tree The Forestias has launched as a holistic residential community under "Aging-In-Place" concept, blending nature-inspired living with international-standard residences and wellness services for lifelong well-being.
									[image: ]

Located within The Forestias on Bang Na-Trat Road, the 157-acre mixed-use development dedicates more than half its area to lush green spaces. The Aspen Tree spans nine acres with 290 residences surrounded by nature, each supported by professional care services to ensure safety, comfort and happiness at every stage of life.

[image: ]

Designed as a "Holistic Health Care Community for Lifelong Well-Being", The Aspen Tree integrates nature, modern living and personalised healthcare to enhance physical and emotional quality of life. The community enables seniors to live independently while enjoying recreation, social connection and peace of mind in a secure, nurturing environment.

Its healthcare philosophy centres on preventive care and brain health, in collaboration with Baycrest Global Solutions, a world leader in senior wellness and brain health with more than 105 years of expertise. The partnership brings international healthcare standards and evidence-based practices to Thailand's senior living sector.

[image: ]

The Aspen Tree features three core components: Residences built with ageing-in-place and universal design principles, offering step-free layouts, non-slip flooring, motion sensors and 24-hour emergency systems; a Wellness Clubhouse, which is a 6,000m2 lifestyle and wellness hub with swimming pools, fitness and yoga studios, golf simulator, library, cafe, spa, craft studio and therapeutic gardens; and a Health & Brain Centre (HBC), which is a medical and rehabilitation centre managed by Baycrest, providing preventive and restorative care through geriatric medicine, rehabilitation, memory and brain clinics, day care and long-term care.

[image: ]

Residents are supported by multidisciplinary care teams, including physicians, therapists, nutritionists and Care Angels, who deliver health programmes and 24-hour emergency assistance. Additional services include weekly housekeeping and daily breakfast at the GoodWell Restaurant.

Beyond healthcare, The Aspen Tree nurtures a meaningful lifestyle rooted in nature, with shared spaces for art, relaxation and social engagement. Inspired by flowers and butterflies symbols of renewal and vitality, the community reflects a place where residents continue to thrive.

Certified by American Accreditation Commission International and aligned with Well Building Standard, The Aspen Tree The Forestias embodies sustainability, safety and holistic well-being setting a new benchmark for senior living in Thailand.
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									Solo exhibition explores intersection of faith and identity

									
								

									Art lovers are invited to reflect on their identity, faith and freedom during "Seeking In The Interstices", which is running at Tang Contemporary Art until Nov 23.
									This is a solo exhibition by Tos Suntos, a Thai artist whose question -- "how might one navigate the structures of faith and society without being confined by them?" -- is the central aesthetic and philosophical pursuit of his practice. Much of his work is driven by this pursuit.

He presents Enimous, a symbolic alter ego that embodies his negotiation with these tensions. Enimous appears trapped within rigid architectural frames or distorted by geometric grids, visible yet obstructed, as if caught behind transparent walls.

The artist describes this state as being "imprisoned within the system of faith". The phrase extends beyond religion to include the norms, values and languages that society internalises in us.

In his writings, he asks: "Can we have faith without being stuck or buried in it? Can we have our own identity without merging with the one that is defined by society?" In some of his works, Enimous is elongated, repeated or twisted, producing a visual instability that resonates with the identity anxieties of contemporary life.

Visually, Tos has developed a distinctive language. He weaves together traditional Thai motifs, mythological figures and symbols from popular culture, merging them into compositions that feel both familiar yet new and estranged.

Rather than denouncing adaptation or imitation, he presents them with quiet clarity, acknowledging their underlying existence in daily life. The exhibition does not claim to offer solutions for freedom. Instead, it creates a space of reflection through its visual propositions.

Tang Contemporary Art is located at Room 201-206, River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24, and opens Tuesday to Sunday from 11am to 7pm.

Visit tangcontemporary.com.
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									Global art takes over CentralWorld at Bangkok Illustration Fair

									
								

									A selection of 200 artists of various generations and art styles from around the world will showcase their works during "Bangkok Illustration Fair (BKKIF) 2025", which kicks off today at 2pm and run daily from 11am to 8pm until Sunday. The venue is CentralWorld Pulse, 7th floor of CentralWorld, Ratchadamri Road.
									Organised by Happening magazine and What If, this fifth edition of the fair is a platform for 132 artists from Thailand and 68 artists from 16 countries, collectively called BKKIF Artists 2025, plus an artist who won the popular vote at last year's event, to present their illustrations, share experiences with their fans and find opportunities to expand on what they love and are passionate about.

Experts in the creative circle from Thailand and abroad will act as BKKIF Reviewers. They will review the illustrations by the 201 artists and select their favourite artist(s) to receive reward(s). The rewards come in the form of opportunities in different formats.

Also displayed are the works by six guest artists from Korea, Taiwan and Thailand. They include Noma, Panatthorn "Skill" Fakthong, Pol Huiprasert, Urban Sketchers Thailand, Whosming and Veerachai Duangpla, aka The Duang.

[image: Global art takes over CentralWorld at Bangkok Illustration Fair]
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Many activities have been arranged to support both artists and participants. They include a space for artists to interact and present their works through B2A (business-to-artist) matching, Portfolio Review in which all artists can bring artworks to receive comments and advice from professional artists, and Message To Artist which invites visitors to share positive messages with their favourite artists.

The works of all BKKIF 2025 applicants who submitted their creations via the website will be displayed at the BKKIF Candidate Showcase. Also expect to see the works of four illustrators and character creators -- Cat Me Five, Cheesy Duck, ThisisBoringday and Switch Panda.

Another special activity is Central Tham Mascot Design Contest which is accepting entries under the theme "Illustrating Impact" from all artists, designers and creators until Nov 1.

Tickets cost 150 baht for one-day pass (200 baht at the door and free for children) and can be purchased from eventpop.me.

Visit bangkokillustrationfair.com.
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									Em District offers thrills and chills for Halloween

									
								

									Everyone is invited to immerse themselves in a world of thrills and chills with a wide array of festive Halloween activities during "Em District Haunted Halloween 2025", which is running at Emporium, EmQuartier and Emsphere until Nov 2.
									Besides "Under The Castle", a world-renowned attraction that has brought an immersive haunted experience at Emsphere every day until Nov 2, visitors are invited to embark on a culinary adventure to discover frightfully delicious dishes across participating restaurants throughout Em District until Oct 31.

Alternatively, stop by top dining and nightlife venues at Em Wonder, 5th floor of Emsphere, that present live performances by famous artists and DJs and exclusive Halloween menus and promotions. Among the hotspots are Kaiwa, Mami Rose, Raze Arcade and Tokyo Highball.

For kids, there are "Spooky Playtivities" workshops at Emjoy, 2nd floor of EmQuartier, where they will learn to make cookies and spooky claywork, on Saturday and Sunday. Also, prepare to have fun with adorable little ghosts at the spooky parade and the trick-or-treat adventure on Saturday.

A highlight will be "Haunted Twilight", the first-ever skyline Halloween festival in Bangkok where devils dance and spirits awaken under a crimson glow. Scheduled for Nov 1 from 5pm to late at Em Tower, 14th floor of Emsphere, the night will take everyone to immerse in mesmerising visuals, surreal decor and world-class DJ performances by three international acts.

They include Flight Facilities, a boundary-breaking electronic duo known for their euphoric energy; Hunee, a DJ who weaves deep spiritual rhythms and cosmic mystery; and The Illustrious Blacks, an Afrofuturistic duo of unstoppable beats, fashion and joy.

Visit Facebook: Emporium EmQuartier and Emsphere at Em District or add Line: @Emdistrict.
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									Camera eats first - How Bangkok eateries are catering to the feed

									
								

									At Graze BKK, a new cafe tucked into a quiet Phetchaburi lane, sunlight filters through glass walls onto neat rows of tables, all perfectly lit. Plates arrive styled like still lifes: a neat tangle of greens, a gleaming egg yolk, a drizzle that seems placed for symmetry rather than seasoning. Nothing here is accidental. In Bangkok 2025, restaurants don't just live or die on the Michelin Guide. They live and die on TikTok.
									For a generation of new restaurateurs, success begins with shareability. Dining rooms are built for angles, tabletops are designed for flat-lays, and dishes must not only taste good but look good in the 15 seconds it takes for someone to film, edit, and post. The metrics that once measured flavour - consistency, craft, memory - now compete with lighting, virality and reach.

Few people understand this shift more intimately than Milly Bhuridej-Yuktasevi, Graze's 25-year-old founder. A self-described non-cook who loves to eat, she designed the cafe around her phone as much as her palate. "From day one, everything was about light," she says. "I thought about camera angles, plate colours, even table height. You can't ignore it - people don't just eat your food, they post it."

Graze wasn't Milly's first venture. Her earlier restaurant looked beautiful online but didn't inspire regulars to return, a lesson she carried into her new approach. "You can't fake substance," she says. "If people come only once, you burn out fast." This time, she tried to strike equilibrium between taste and TikTok, between the visual hit and customer retention.

But balance is a precarious thing when attention can turn overnight. One of Graze's early viral moments, featuring cheery videos of their signature strawberry matcha and unique interior design, brought an unexpected wave of customers that same week. The rush was exhilarating, then exhausting. The kitchen wasn't ready. "The internet doesn't wait for you to catch up," Milly says, smiling now but clearly remembering the chaos. "You learn fast that a viral clip can fill your tables and empty your energy at the same time."

Across the city, the same pattern plays out. From Nana Coffee Roasters' cinematic brewing rituals to Too Good For You's pastel daydream of an interior, Bangkok's dining scene has learned the choreography of going viral. A perfect cheese pull or molten croissant now carries more commercial weight than a glowing review ever could. The platforms that once gave small cafes visibility have become their lifelines, and their biggest source of stress.

Not every restaurant survives the pace. Longstanding institutions like Wattana Panich's century-old beef broth or Go-Ang Pratunam's humble chicken rice endure through flavour, not flash, but algorithms have little patience for subtlety. "A lot of the viral places don't actually taste that great," Milly admits.

And yet she doesn't see the trend as entirely destructive. For smaller players off the main street, TikTok can be a lifeline - a digital footpath that leads new customers to their doors. "If you're not in a mall, you need the feed," she says. The trade-off is constant reinvention. Diners crave novelty, and what's new rarely stays new for long.

This is Bangkok's new tempo: a dining culture that scrolls as fast as it eats. The algorithm rewards performance, not permanence. The "good life" isn't just about discovering good food anymore - it's about being seen discovering it.

For Milly, success no longer means queues down the block or followers in the thousands. It's when a customer finishes their meal and quietly returns the following week. "That's what I want," she says. "Regular faces. A community. The rest can scroll by."

Outside, the late-morning light catches another table's plate just as a phone rises to film it. The feed moves on; the flavours remain. But in 2025's Bangkok, which one of the two guarantees survival? 

Chavisa Boonpiti for BitesizeBKK
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									Outrigger to launch barefoot-luxury retreat

									The Phi Phi Island resort debuts in early 2026
								

									Outrigger Hospitality Group is set to unveil its newest beachfront escape -- Outrigger Phi Phi Island Resort, a five-star sanctuary where southern Thailand's natural beauty and culture converge.
									[image: ]

Opening in early 2026, the reimagined resort marks a defining new chapter for one of the world's most celebrated island destinations. Set on the northern tip of Thailand's famed Phi Phi Island, the resort overlooks a secluded white-sand beach framed by swaying palms and the emerald Andaman Sea.

[image: ]

Here, guests will discover an authentic sense of place -- where island rhythms meet Outrigger's signature warmth, sustainability and hospitality. Accessible only by boat, the resort feels like a secret world -- a place to slow down, reconnect with nature and experience Southern Thai traditions.

[image: ]

Upon arrival, guests are welcomed with a RubKwan ceremony and a handcrafted bead bracelet, symbolising well-being and good fortune that threads through the resort experience.With just 63 suites and villas, the resort embodies refined simplicity: airy, sun-washed spaces that breathe with the rhythm of the sea. Design inspiration draws from the Thai concept of "nit thra" (the soul of rest), reflecting balance, calm and restoration. Interiors are adorned with handcrafted furnishings, natural textures and woven motifs that honour the Urak Lawoi sea community, creating an atmosphere that feels both grounded and graceful.

[image: ]

[image: ]

Step from a Beachfront Pool Suite directly onto the powder-soft sands of Laem Tong Beach, retreat to a Hilltop Pool Villa with a private infinity pool and sweeping views or unwind in a Family Garden Suite surrounded by lush tropical gardens. Immerse in the spirit of Phi Phi through experiences that celebrate local life and craftsmanship from private Thai cooking classes by the sea to bead-making inspired by the island's ancient trade routes and long-tail boat picnics through Phi Phi's tranquil mangrove channels.

[image: ]

At Mala Kitchen, the flavours and fragrances of southern Thailand take centre stage, guided by the traditional culinary philosophy of "samrub Thai", the art of balance in taste, texture and meaning. The Edgewater Bar & Grill reflects this harmony through woven bamboo panels, red fishing nets and open-air architecture that pay tribute to southern Thai craftsmanship. Indulge in freshly-grilled seafood, aromatic curries and tropical cocktails while watching the colours of the Andaman shift with the setting sun. 

Wellness unfolds at Zeavola Spa, where the southern Thai expression "Aayu man kwan yeun (a blessing for life) inspires rituals of balance and renewal. Hues of amber, jade, carnelian and obsidian echo through the serene treatment spaces, each representing healing, vitality and harmony. Younger explorers can discover the island's wonders through the kids' retreat and teen zone, while adventurers can dive deeper with eco-conscious island-hopping, Padi-certified dive trips and non-motorised water sports in the protected Hat Noppharat Thara-Mu Ko Phi Phi National Park. Outrigger Phi Phi Island Resort joins a growing portfolio of award-winning Outrigger destinations in Koh Samui, Khao Lak and Phuket.
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									Tips and cool gadgets to help cope with Thailand's seasonal smog

									
								

									Thailand's  winter starts officially on Oct 23 this year. Unfortunately, the perennial PM2.5 dust and smog problem usually acompanies the cooler weather. Here are some tips and cool gadgets to help deal with it.
									PM2.5 dust pollution is a lingering problem that has plagued Thailand since at least 2019. It is well documented and is caused by, among other things, the burning of crop trash, vehicle exhaust fumes, electricity generation and industrial processes. But we are not here for a discussion about what causes it, or how to fix it. We are here for tips and to explore cool gadgets to help deal with the smog on a day-to-day basis in the land of smiles.

General tips


	Check air quality on websites like www.iqair.com, or apps like  Air4Thai and AirVisual.

	On bad-air days, limit your outdoor activity, especially outdoor exercise such as jogging, biking and hiking.

	Close your windows or mosquito screens to limit dirty outdoor air.

	Wear proper PM2.5-ready masks outdoors

	Wear glasses outdoors.

	Stay hydrated, eat well, exercise.

	Rinse your nose every now and then.

	Clean your house: cat fur, dog hair, book dust, cooking fumes easily accumulate and will affect your respiratory system.

	Sensitive people should consider using an air purifier in the house.

	Plant trees and other greenery.



[image: ]

Cool gadgets


	Air purifier of choice, depending on your room or health condition.

	Portable ionizers can be great for people who go out often.

	Any popular Thai inhaler can make your breathing easier.

	Indoor exercise video games, such as Ring Fit adventure () or Fitness Boxing (), or Nintendo SwitchTM Sports will keep you fit without the need to expose yourself to the dust outside.



[image: ]

I hope that even though days of dust and smog loom over Bangkok city, these tips and gadgets make it easier to cope with.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Oct 22-28

									10 new titles from Apple TV+, Prime Video and Netflix
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									
APPLE TV+ 

[image: ]

Stiller & Meara: Nothing is Lost

Premieres on Oct 24 

Ben Stiller tells the story of his parents, comedy icons Jerry Stiller and Anne Meara, exploring their impact both on popular culture and at home, where the lines between creativity, family, life and art often blurred. In the process, Stiller turns the camera on himself and his family to examine Jerry and Anne's enormous influence on their lives, and the generational lessons we all can learn from those we love.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

Harlan Coben's Lazarus

Premieres on Oct 22 

A new psychological thriller based on an original idea and written by the New York Times best-selling author Danny Brocklehurst. We meet Joel Lazarus, a man who returns home after his father dies by suicide. Joel soon starts having unexplainable, disturbing experiences, and soon becomes entangled in a series of cold-case murders as he grapples with the mystery not only of his father's death, but also of his sister's murder 25 years prior.

[image: ]

Host

Premieres on Oct 23

Host follows Ing (Baipor), who is sent to an all-girls reform school on a remote island. Ing quickly learns that the school's only rule is simple -- total obedience to the school's principal. The school operates under a strict hierarchy, with the principal's favored student, Aim (Perth), at the top and Ing at the bottom. Shortly after her arrival, a series of disturbing incidents begin to unfold. As these unsettling events accumulate, Ing must confront a terrifying question: is she merely a victim of these supernatural occurrences, or could she herself be their source?



NETFLIX

[image: ]

Attack 13

Premiering on October 22

After bullying leads to a tragic death, a vengeful spirit haunts a group of students, forcing them to uncover the identity of a secret summoner before more lives are claimed.

[image: ]

The Elixir

Premiering on October 23

An elixir unleashes the undead in a village. A family at odds with one another must unite and fight to survive as their hometown collapses. 

[image: ]

The Possession Of Hannah Grace

Premiering on October 24

When a former cop lands a job at a morgue, her graveyard shift takes a terrifying turn with the delivery of a young girl's haunted corpse.

[image: ]

A House Of Dynamite

Premiering on October 24

When a single, unattributed missile is launched at the United States, a race begins to determine who is responsible and how to respond.

[image: ]

The Dream Life Of Mr. Kim

Premiering on October 25

Depicts the story of Manager Kim, a middle-aged man who loses everything he once considered valuable in an instant. After a long journey, he finally discovers his true self, beyond his role as a department manager at a large corporation. 

[image: ]

The Asset

Premiering on October 27

A young agent goes undercover to befriend a drug smuggler's wife. But the closer she gets to her target, the more complicated her mission becomes.

[image: ]

Consecration

Premiering on October 27

The mysterious death of her priest brother leads Grace to a sacred convent, where dark secrets, shocking murders, and blasphemy force her to confront a terrifying truth about her own past.
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									Apple's iPhone Air receives muted reception in China debut

									
								

									SHANGHAI -- Apple Inc's iPhone Air went on sale in China on Wednesday, eliciting a subdued consumer response in the world's biggest smartphone arena.
									The launch in mainland China comes a month after Apple's latest iPhone lineup rolled out internationally, drawing lengthy lines at many stores. Chinese consumers had to wait longer for the 7,999-yuan (US$1,120) iPhone Air as it only connects to networks via eSIM, something that local carriers have been slow to adopt. It drew curiosity but no big crowds.

At Beijing's Sanlitun store, more customers were coming in to pick up iPhone 17 Pro models, with the iPhone Air initially available to order and receive on the same day. Over in Shanghai, there was no queue for the iPhone Air and people could purchase one immediately, though a couple of colourways were sold out by mid-morning, Bloomberg News found. The common refrain among consumers was that the thinness and new colours of the iPhone Air were intriguing, but most people were trying rather than buying the new handset.

The iPhone 17, 17 Pro and 17 Pro Max still accept physical SIM cards in China, but for the svelte 5.6-millimetre Air, Apple favoured using that space for more battery capacity. China's major domestic carriers are now supporting eSIM, and Apple Chief Executive Officer Tim Cook announced the iPhone Air's forthcoming release during a visit to China last week.


	Read more: Why and how to use eSIM in Thailand



Apple has been staging a comeback in China. The company reported sales growth in the greater China region with its most recent earnings announcement, after seven straight quarters of diminishing revenue. The iPhone Air could spur fresh momentum as Apple contends with local favourites Huawei Technologies Co, Xiaomi Corp, Oppo and others.

[image: A person holds an iPhone air during Apple's event at the Steve Jobs Theatre on its campus in Cupertino, California, the United States, on Sept 9, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)]
A person holds an iPhone air during Apple's event at the Steve Jobs Theatre on its campus in Cupertino, California, the United States, on Sept 9, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)



Each of the local rivals has similarly thin foldable models in their lineups, and over the past week they have also rolled out new flagship models, such as the Vivo X300 Pro and Honor Magic8 Pro. The iPhone Air is pricey by Chinese standards, as users can generally buy an upgraded top-tier Android device for less, but there is no other handset exactly like it on the market right now.

Demand for Apple's new iPhones has proved strong, owing to the redesign of the iPhone 17 Pro, the fresh Air form factor, and the best base-model iPhone in years. A recent analysis from Counterpoint Research showed that the iPhone 17 series outsold the iPhone 16 range by 14% during their respective first 10 days of availability in the United States and China.
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