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            Five more people were seized in the crown-jewels heist -- including a suspect tied by DNA -- the Paris prosecutor said, widening the sweep across the capital and its suburbs. (AP video shot by Oleg Cetinic)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A soldier patrols in courtyard of the Louvre museum, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025 in Paris. (AP Photo/Emma Da Silva)]
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[image: A private member of the security claims up the stairs in the Louvre museum, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025 in Paris. (AP Photo/Emma Da Silva)]
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[image: Paris prosecutor Laure Beccuau speaks during a news conference at the Paris courthouse Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025, on the judicial investigation into the jewels robbery at the Louvre museum in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emma Da Silva)]
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[image: People tour the courtyard of Le Louvre museum in the rain Monday, Oct. 27, 2025 in Paris. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]
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            THOMAS ADAMSON and ANGELA CHARLTON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        PARIS (AP) -- The dragnet tightened around the Louvre thieves on Thursday. Five more people were seized in the crown-jewels heist -- including a suspect tied by DNA -- the Paris prosecutor said, widening the sweep across the capital and its suburbs. 
Authorities said three of the four alleged members of the "commando" team, as French media have dubbed the robbers, are now in custody.
The late-night operations in Paris and nearby Seine-Saint-Denis lift the total arrested to seven. Prosecutor Laure Beccuau told RTL that one detainee is suspected of belonging to the brazen quartet that burst into the Apollo Gallery in broad daylight on Oct. 19; others held "may be able to inform us about how the events unfolded."
Beccuau called the response an "exceptional mobilization" -- about 100 investigators, seven days a week, with roughly 150 forensic samples analyzed and 189 items sealed as evidence.

    
Even so, she said the latest arrests did not uncover the loot -- a trove valued around $102 million that includes a diamond-and-emerald necklace Napoleon gave to Empress Marie-Louise as a wedding gift, jewels tied to 19th-century Queens Marie-Amelie and Hortense, and Empress Eugenie's pearl-and-diamond tiara. 



    
        




    




Only one relic has surfaced so far -- Eugenie's crown, damaged but salvageable, dropped in the escape.
Beccuau renewed her appeal: "These jewels are now, of course, unsellable... There's still time to give them back." 
Experts warn the gold could be melted and the stones re-cut to erase their past.

    
From Louvres to the Louvre: Planning a 4-minute crime
Key planning details have snapped into focus. Nine days before the raid, a mover who owns a truck-mounted lift -- the kind movers use to hoist furniture through Parisian windows -- was mysteriously booked for a "moving job" on the French classifieds site Leboncoin, a site similar to Craigslist, Beccuau said Wednesday. 
When he arrived in the town of Louvres, north of Paris, around 10 a.m. on Oct. 10, two men ambushed him and stole the lift truck. 
On the day of the heist itself, that same vehicle idled beneath the Paris museum's riverside facade. 
Online observers have noted a remarkable coincidence: How a plot that began in Louvres ended at the Louvre.
At 9:30 a.m. the basket lift rose to the Apollo Gallery window; at 9:34 the glass gave way; by 9:38 the crew was gone -- a four-minute strike. Only the "near-simultaneous" arrival of police and museum security stopped the thieves from torching the lift and preserved crucial traces, the prosecutor said.
Security footage shows at least four men forcing a window, cutting into two display cases with power tools and fleeing on two scooters toward eastern Paris. Investigators say there is no sign of insider help for now, though they are not ruling out a wider network beyond the four on camera.
The reckoning over security
French police have acknowledged major gaps in the Louvre's defenses, turning an audacious theft -- carried out as visitors walked the corridors -- into a national reckoning over how France protects its treasures. 
Paris police chief Patrice Faure told senators the first alert to police came not from the Louvre's security systems but from a cyclist outside who dialed the emergency line after seeing helmeted men with a basket lift. He acknowledged that aging, partly analog cameras and slow fixes left seams; $93 million of CCTV cabling work won't finish before 2029-30, and the Louvre's camera authorization even lapsed in July. Officers arrived fast, he said, but the delay came earlier in the chain. 
Speaking to AP, former bank robber David Desclos characterized the heist as textbook and said he had warned the Louvre of glaring vulnerabilities in the layout of the Apollo Gallery. The Louvre has not responded to the claim.

    
Who's charged already
Two earlier suspects, men aged 34 and 39 from Aubervilliers, north of Paris, were charged Wednesday with theft by an organized gang and criminal conspiracy after nearly 96 hours in custody. Beccuau said both gave "minimalist" statements and "partially admitted" their involvement. 
One was stopped at Charles-de-Gaulle Airport with a one-way ticket to Algeria; his DNA matched a scooter used in the getaway.
French law normally keeps active investigations under a shroud of secrecy to protect police work and victims' privacy. Only the prosecutor may speak publicly, though in high-profile cases police unions have occasionally shared partial details.

The brazen smash-and-grab inside the world's most-visited museum stunned the heritage world. Four men, a lift truck and a stopwatch turned the Apollo Gallery's blaze of gold and light into a crime scene -- and a test of how France guards what it holds most dear.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/france-paris-louvre-heist-crown-jewels-2d7fe86bed2626da0aba4cf5c96bf2f3
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            President Donald Trump described his face-to-face with Chinese leader Xi Jinping on Thursday as a roaring success, saying he would cut tariffs on China, while Beijing had agreed to allow the export of rare earth elements and start buying American soybeans.
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            President Donald Trump and Chinese leader Xi Jinping met face-to-face on Thursday in South Korea. Tensions between the world's two largest economies have soared since Trump returned to office for a second term, and hiked import tariffs.
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            US President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping shared pleasantries before they sat down for talks in the South Korean city of Busan to try to roll back months of trade tensions.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump, left, and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands before their meeting at Gimhae International Airport in Busan, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: In this Nov. 9, 2017, file photo, U.S. President Donald Trump, right, chats with Chinese President Xi Jinping during a welcome ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, File)]
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[image: President Donald Trump shakes hands with South Korean President Lee Jae Myung as he receives a gift of a gold crown and an award of the Grand Order of Mugunghwa, not seen, during a high honor ceremony at the Gyeongju National Museum in Gyeongju, South Korea, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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                                        ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE (AP) -- President Donald Trump described his face-to-face with Chinese leader Xi Jinping on Thursday as a roaring success, saying he would cut tariffs on China, while Beijing had agreed to allow the export of rare earth elements and start buying American soybeans.
The president told reporters aboard Air Force One that the U.S. would lower tariffs implemented earlier this year as punishment on China for its selling of chemicals used to make fentanyl from 20% to 10%. That brings the total combined tariff rate on China down from 57% to 47%
"I guess on the scale from 0 to 10, with ten being the best, I would say the meeting was a 12," Trump said. "I think it was a 12."
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said China agreed to purchase 25 million metric tons of U.S. soybeans annually for the next three years, starting with 12 million metric tons from now to January. U.S. soybean exports to China, a huge market for them, had come to a standstill in the trade dispute.

    
 "So you know, our great soybean farmers, who the Chinese used as political pawns, that's off the table, and they should prosper in the years to come," Bessent told Fox Business Network's "Mornings with Maria." 



    
        




    




Trump said that he would go to China in April and Xi would come to the U.S. "some time after that." The president said they also discussed the export of more advanced computer chips to China, saying that Nvidia would be in talks with Chinese officials.

    
    
    
Trump said he could sign a trade deal with China "pretty soon."

    
    
    
Xi said Washington and Beijing would work to finalize their agreements to provide "peace of mind" to both countries and the rest of the world, according to a report on the meeting distributed by state media.

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    President Donald Trump and Chinese leader Xi Jinping met face-to-face on Thursday in South Korea. Tensions between the world's two largest economies have soared since Trump returned to office for a second term, and hiked import tariffs.

                

                
            
        

    


"Both sides should take the long-term perspective into account, focusing on the benefits of cooperation rather than falling into a vicious cycle of mutual retaliation," he said. 

    
Sources of tension remain
Despite Trump's optimism after a 100-minute meeting with Xi in South Korea, there continues to be the potential for major tensions between the world's two largest economies. Both nations are seeking dominant places in manufacturing, developing emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence, and shaping world affairs like Russia's war in Ukraine.
Trump's aggressive use of tariffs since returning to the White House for a second term, combined with China's retaliatory limits on exports of rare earth elements, gave the meeting newfound urgency. There is a mutual recognition that neither side wants to risk blowing up the world economy in ways that could jeopardize their own country's fortunes.
When the two were seated at the start of the meeting, Xi read prepared remarks that stressed a willingness to work together despite differences.
"Given our different national conditions, we do not always see eye to eye with each other," he said through a translator. "It is normal for the two leading economies of the world to have frictions now and then."
There was a slight difference in translation as China's Xinhua News Agency reported Xi as telling Trump that having some differences is inevitable.

    
    
    
Finding ways to lower the temperature

    
The leaders met in Busan, South Korea, a port city about 76 kilometers (47 miles) south from Gyeongju, the main venue for the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit.
In the days leading up to the meeting, U.S. officials signaled that Trump did not intend to make good on a recent threat to impose an additional 100% import tax on Chinese goods, and China showed signs it was willing to relax its export controls on rare earths and also buy soybeans from America.
Officials from both countries met earlier this week in Kuala Lumpur to lay the groundwork for their leaders. Afterward, China's top trade negotiator Li Chenggang said they had reached a "preliminary consensus," a statement affirmed by U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent who said there was " a very successful framework."
Shortly before the meeting on Thursday, Trump posted on Truth Social that the meeting would be the "G2," a recognition of America and China's status as the world's biggest economies. The Group of Seven and Group of 20 are other forums of industrialized nations.

    
But while those summits often happen at luxury spaces, this meeting took place in humbler surroundings: Trump and Xi met in a small gray building with a blue roof on a military base adjacent to Busan's international airport.
The anticipated detente has given investors and businesses caught between the two nations a sense of relief. The U.S. stock market has climbed on the hopes of a trade framework coming out of the meeting.

    
Pressure points remain for both US and China
Trump has outward confidence that the grounds for a deal are in place, but previous negotiations with China this year in Geneva, Switzerland and London had a start-stop quality to them. The initial promise of progress has repeatedly given way to both countries seeking a better position against the other.
"The proposed deal on the table fits the pattern we've seen all year: short-term stabilization dressed up as strategic progress," said Craig Singleton, senior director of the China program at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies. "Both sides are managing volatility, calibrating just enough cooperation to avert crisis while the deeper rivalry endures."
The U.S. and China have each shown they believe they have levers to pressure the other, and the past year has demonstrated that tentative steps forward can be short-lived.
For Trump, that pressure comes from tariffs.
China had faced new tariffs this year totaling 30%, of which 20% were tied to its role in fentanyl production. But the tariff rates have been volatile. In April, he announced plans to jack the rate on Chinese goods to 145%, only to abandon those plans as markets recoiled.
Then, on Oct. 10, Trump threatened a 100% import tax because of China's rare earth restrictions. That figure, including past tariffs, would now be 47% "effective immediately," Trump told reporters on Thursday.
Xi has his own chokehold on the world economy because China is the top producer and processor of the rare earth minerals needed to make fighter jets, robots, electric vehicles and other high-tech products.
China had tightened export restrictions on Oct. 9, repeating a cycle in which each nation jockeys for an edge only to back down after more trade talks.
What might also matter is what happens directly after their talks. Trump plans to return to Washington, while Xi plans to stay on in South Korea to meet with regional leaders during the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit, which officially begins on Friday.
"Xi sees an opportunity to position China as a reliable partner and bolster bilateral and multilateral relations with countries frustrated by the U.S. administration's tariff policy," said Jay Truesdale, a former State Department official who is CEO of TD International, a risk and intelligence advisory firm.
___

Ken Moritsugu in Beijing and Seung Min Kim and Michelle Price in Washington contributed to this report. Boak reported from Tokyo and Megerian reported from Busan, South Korea.
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[image: President Donald Trump boards Air Force One at Gimhae International Airport in Busan, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025, en route to Joint Base Andrews, Md. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: President Donald Trump speaks with reporters aboard Air Force One shortly after taking off from Busan, South Korea, en route to Joint Base Andrews, Md., Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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                                        GYEONGJU, South Korea (AP) -- A hot mike caught U.S. President Donald Trump saying that his much-anticipated meeting Thursday with Chinese President Xi Jinping, meant to settle the most important trade relationship in the world, would be "three, four hours" and he would then fly back to Washington.
It was actually much shorter, an hour and 40 minutes, but true to his word he was on a plane well before the 21-member Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit was to begin Friday.
Trump's decision to skip APEC fits with his well-known disdain for the big, multi-nation forums that have been traditionally used to address huge global problems, and his relish of the kind of one-on-one diplomacy that can result in big deals, or at least interesting headlines. 
But his blunt dismissal of this weekend's APEC diplomacy risks worsening America's reputation at a forum that represents nearly 40% of the world's population and more than half of global goods trade. 

    
It also stands in contrast to China's approach.
Showing up matters in Asian diplomacy, and the Chinese leader is scheduled to be in South Korea until the forum ends this weekend, hoping to gain wins in Trump's absence.

    
    
    
What Trump's absence at APEC signals to the region
On social media Trump celebrated his meeting with Xi in South Korea as a "G2," a recognition of America and China's status as the world's two biggest economies and a play on the multi-national Group of Seven (G7) and Group of 20 (G20) forums.
Still, Trump tried to emphasize American ties to the broader region throughout his trip, which started in Malaysia with the annual Association of Southeast Asian Nations. 
Xi did not go, and Trump told the "spectacular leaders" there that he remained committed to the region and was "on a mission of friendship and goodwill, and to deepen our ties of commerce, to strengthen our common security and really to promote strongly stability, prosperity and peace."

    
Some analysts, however, describe a rudderless Asia policy by the Trump administration. 
"He does not appear to want his hands tied by a disciplined, coherent strategy," Michael Green, who worked on former U.S President George W. Bush's National Security Council and now leads the United States Studies Centre in Sydney, Australia, said of Trump's Asia efforts. 
It remains to be seen whether Trump's personalized brand of foreign policy will erode U.S. influence and leadership, said Go Myong-hyun, an analyst at South Korea's Institute of National Security Strategy.
"Of course, the United States' reputation will worsen compared to the idealistic internationalism the rest of the world had long associated with America," Go said. "But it's too early to say for sure whether the United States' status and strengths are really in decline." 

    
Issues that might be settled at APEC without Trump
APEC is a much less important gathering than it used to be, especially since Washington began dismantling global trading norms under Trump, whose sweeping U.S. tariffs have rattled friends and foes alike.
While the nations at APEC may agree on small issues, such as environmental protection or job training, the forum's biggest value is now probably as an opportunity for leaders to meet on the sidelines.
Trump's unilateral push to reset global trade especially rattles countries like South Korea, whose export-driven economy depends on the postwar expansion of free trade.
Oh Hyunjoo, a deputy director of South Korea's presidential national security office, told reporters this week that it has been difficult to produce a joint statement between APEC members "because the basic rule-based order based on the World Trade Organization is now beginning to crack."
Even without Trump's participation in the main event, however, the APEC forum in South Korea will allow Seoul to expand international discussions over AI, aging populations and other global issues, said Ban Kil Joo, a professor at South Korea's National Diplomatic Academy. 
"We're entering an era shaped by AI, while also facing global challenges such as population decline and climate change, so even if the agenda doesn't explicitly include 'free trade,' there are many issues that countries must jointly confront and solve together," Ban said. 

    
What China hopes to gain from APEC 
Trump's absence focuses attention on Xi and on a rising China, but that's not entirely a good thing for Beijing.
"The world is preparing for a post-U.S. era," said Wang Yiwei, an international relations professor at Renmin University of China in Beijing. "It has become a common consensus that there is no U.S. in APEC, or there is a U.S. with less input or without leadership. The world has higher expectations for China."
At the same time, Wang said, China hopes Trump will attend next year's APEC leaders meeting, which China will host.
"Without China-U.S. cooperation, China cannot lead the world, nor does it want to," he said. "It is hoped that the U.S. could return to the APEC family and the globalization family."

    
China has been positioning itself as a defender of free trade and an alternative economic partner to countries facing Trump's tariffs, as Premier Li Qiang did at a meeting of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations this week -- after Trump had already left the gathering.

China's state-owned Global Times newspaper said Xi will deliver an important speech at APEC at a time of global economic uncertainty, rising protectionism and rapid technological transformation.
"'Chinese wisdom' and 'Chinese solutions' have become one of the focal points of attention at this APEC meeting," an editorial by the newspaper said. 
___
AP writers Chris Megerian in Gyeongju and Ken Moritsugu in Beijing contributed to this story. Klug reported from Tokyo.
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                    U.S. News

    Judge's order blocking removal of man from US wasn't received until after he was deported, DHS says




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This undated photo provided by his family on Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025, shows Chanthila ]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            This undated photo provided by his family on Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025, shows Chanthila "Shawn" Souvannarath, who was born in a refugee camp in Thailand but has lived most of his life in the U.S. (Family photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Security walk outside "Camp 57," a facility to house immigration detainees at the Louisiana State Penitentiary in Angola, La., on Sept. 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]
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            JIM MUSTIAN and JACK BROOK

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- Immigration authorities did not receive word of a court order blocking the removal of a man living in Alabama until after he had been deported to Laos, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security said Wednesday, dismissing claims that officials violated the order. 
Chanthila "Shawn" Souvannarath, 44, was deported on Friday, according to his attorneys, a day after a federal judge in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, told U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement to keep him in the country so that he could present what the judge called a "substantial claim of U.S. citizenship." 
Souvannarath was born in a refugee camp in Thailand but has lived most of his life in the U.S. DHS spokesperson Tricia McLaughlin said the judge's order keeping him in the country "was not served" to ICE until after Souvannarath had been deported. 
"To the media's chagrin, there was no mistake," McLaughlin said in a statement. 

    
DHS and ICE did not respond to questions from The Associated Press seeking additional details on the timeline and how officials receive federal court orders.
The American Civil Liberties Union, which is representing Souvannarath, asked U.S. District Judge Shelly Dick to order his immediate return to the U.S., calling the deportation "unlawful." 



    
        




    




"ICE has acted in direct opposition to a federal court order, which should disturb everyone," said Nora Ahmed, legal director of the ACLU of Louisiana.

    
    
    
The deportation comes as Trump administration officials have repeatedly clashed with the courts over their attempts to deport large numbers of immigrants. There have been previous cases of U.S. citizens being deported, including U.S.-born children.

    
    
    
Souvannarath most recently lived in Arab, Alabama. Court records show he was granted lawful permanent residence in the U.S. before his first birthday. His father, a native of Laos, is a naturalized U.S. citizen, and Souvannarath claims his citizenship derives from that status.

    
Souvannarath was taken into ICE custody in June following an annual check-in with immigration authorities. Two of his five children were with him when he was detained, his wife told the AP. 
McLaughlin said Souvannarath "lost his green card" and was ordered to be deported in 2006 following convictions for "heinous crimes" -- assault and unlawful possession of a firearm -- and "had no right to be in this country." It was not clear why Souvannarath was not previously taken into ICE custody. 
In 2004, Souvannarath was convicted of unlawful firearm possession and assault against his then-girlfriend in King County, Washington. He had also been convicted of a misdemeanor assault against the same woman several years before, court records show.
"20 years later, he tried a Hail Mary attempt to remain in our country by claiming he was a U.S. citizen," McLaughlin wrote in her statement. "I know its shocking to the media -- but criminal illegal aliens lie all the time."
Souvannarath's wife, Beatrice, described him as a hard worker and loving father who stayed out of trouble since his run-ins with the law two decades ago. He's mostly worked installing air conditioners and heaters, she said. "He doesn't even drink," she said. 

    
His wife said she received word last week that he was being deported and, days later, that he was in custody in Laos, a country he had not previously visited. 

Representing himself in court, Souvannarath filed an emergency motion seeking to halt his deportation. The judge, appointed by President Barack Obama, cited the "irreparable harm that would be caused by immediate deportation" in issuing a temporary restraining order pausing the deportation for 14 days.
Before his deportation, Souvannarath had been detained at a newly opened ICE facility at the Louisiana State Penitentiary at Angola. 
__ Mustian reported from New York. Associated Press reporter Cedar Attanasio contributed from Seattle, Washington.
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    Months after a man was killed at a 'No Kings' march in Utah, his wife still seeks answers




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Laura Ah Loo, the widow of a man who was fatally shot during a "No Kings" protest in Salt Lake City in June, speaks to reporters at a news conference in the city Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Hannah Schoenbaum)]
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            HANNAH SCHOENBAUM and MATTHEW BROWN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        SALT LAKE CITY (AP) -- The widow of a beloved Utah fashion designer who was fatally shot during a June "No Kings" protest in Salt Lake City demanded Wednesday that someone be held accountable for her husband's death after more than four months without any charges filed in the case.
Arthur Folasa Ah Loo, known as Afa, died June 14 when a man who was part of a volunteer peacekeeping team for the protest fired three rounds at a man who allegedly brandished a rifle at demonstrators. One round injured the rifleman, who did not fire any shots, and another struck 39-year-old Ah Loo, a protest participant who later died at the hospital. 

    
The sign Ah Loo was holding that day read, "The world is watching," said his wife, Laura Ah Loo.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A makeshift memorial for Arthur Folasa Ah Loo, known to friends and family as Afa, is seen, June 17, 2025, in downtown Salt Lake City, on the block where Ah Loo was fatally shot during a "No Kings" protest on Saturday, June 14. (AP Photo/Hannah Schoenbaum, file)]
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"Afa always stood for those who needed justice the most," she said during a Wednesday news conference. "And now I stand for him, on his behalf. For his sake and for all of us, the world is watching."
An arrest but no charges


Officers arrested but never charged Arturo Gamboa, the man with the rifle, saying at the time that he created the dangerous situation that led to Ah Loo's death. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Laura Ah Loo, the widow of a man who was fatally shot during a "No Kings" protest in Salt Lake City in June, speaks to reporters at a news conference in the city, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Hannah Schoenbaum)]
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A lawyer for Gamboa has said he was attending the march as a supporter and was lawfully in possession of the unloaded weapon. It's unclear what he intended to do with it. Gamboa was walking with it pointed at the ground before he was shot by the volunteer, lawyer Greg Skordas said.
Skordas said Wednesday that Gamboa is "paralyzed by the lack of action" from the district attorney's office. "They continue to tell us that homicide charges are still being considered against Arturo," he said.

    
    
    
Police have not charged or publicly identified the safety volunteer who shot at Gamboa and fatally struck Ah Loo. But authorities have said they're investigating whether that man was justified in firing his handgun.

    
    
    
The 50501 Movement, which helped organize the June "No Kings" protests nationwide, said all attendees, including those in safety roles, were asked not to bring weapons. The group severed ties with its Utah chapter shortly after the shooting.
Police have said the permit for the Salt Lake City protest did not specify that there would be armed security.

    
Family plans wrongful death lawsuit
Salt Lake City's participation this month in another round of "No Kings" demonstrations -- a nationwide mobilization against what participants see as a shift into authoritarianism under President Donald Trump -- brought renewed attention to the open-ended case. Thousands rallied outside the Utah State Capitol on Oct. 18 to demand justice for Ah Loo and his family.

    
Attorneys for Laura Ah Loo called out the safety volunteer by name Wednesday and said they will pursue a wrongful death lawsuit against him in coming weeks. They also said charges should be filed against the volunteer and called for more transparency from authorities.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman lays flowers, June 17, 2025, at a makeshift memorial for Arthur Folasa Ah Loo, known to friends and family as Afa, on the city block in Salt Lake City, where Ah Loo was fatally shot during a "No Kings" protest on June 14. (AP Photo/Hannah Schoenbaum, file)]
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The Associated Press is not naming the volunteer because he has not been publicly identified by authorities. Phone and email messages were left Wednesday with his lawyer, Phil Wormdahl.
"This is not a whodunit," said Richard Lambert, a lawyer for Ah Loo's wife. "We know who did it. We know who fired the fatal shot that took Afa's life."
Investigation continues, but charges are unlikely
Salt Lake County District Attorney Sim Gill said on Wednesday that he sympathizes with the Ah Loo family's loss and suggested criminal charges are still possible. His office met with the family early in the process and explained that the investigation would take time, Gill said.
"We are carefully working through a complex and nuanced legal analysis," Gill said. "We expect to reach a decision soon."
But legal experts say criminal charges are unlikely.
Utah gun laws expert and personal injury attorney Mitch Vilos has been following the case and does not expect charges against either the volunteer or Gamboa.
The right to self defense and the right to carry a firearm are both strong in Utah, Vilos said, and prosecutors would face a high bar in trying to prove criminal charges against either man.
Prosecutors in a criminal case must convince a jury beyond reasonable doubt that a crime occurred. But the bar in a civil lawsuit would be much lower, Vilos added, requiring simply a preponderance of evidence that a defendant was in the wrong or acted negligently.


    
For Ah Loo's family, a civil lawsuit "might be the most feasible route to get some compensation and get some justice for their loss," said Matthew Tokson, a law professor at the University of Utah.
Tokson agreed charges are unlikely. Utah law allows people to use deadly force in defense of others if they act reasonably, he said.
"I think the police always felt that he was acting in good faith," Tokson said of the volunteer.
___
Brown reported from Denver.
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    Search is on for 3 escaped monkeys after truck overturns on Mississippi highway




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Monkeys being transported on a Mississippi highway escaped captivity Tuesday after the truck carrying them overturned, according to law enforcement.
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                                        HEIDELBERG, Miss. (AP) -- Three monkeys remained on the loose Wednesday as searchers in masks, face shields and other protective gear scoured fields along a rural Mississippi highway where a truck carrying the primates overturned a day earlier.
It remained unclear who owns the monkeys, who was transporting them and where they were being taken when the truck crashed on Interstate 59 north of Heidelberg. Authorities have said most of the 21 monkeys were killed but haven't elaborated on just what occurred.
The Jasper County Sheriff's Department has said animal experts from Tulane University examined the trailer Tuesday evening and determined three monkeys had escaped.
The truck was carrying Rhesus monkeys, which typically weigh about 16 pounds (7.2 kilograms) and are among the most medically studied animals on the planet. Video recorded after the crash showed monkeys crawling through tall grass beside the interstate, where wooden crates labeled "live animals" were crumpled and strewn about.

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    Monkeys being transported on a Mississippi highway escaped captivity Tuesday after the truck carrying them overturned, according to law enforcement.

                

                
            
        

    



    
The truck was no longer at the scene Wednesday, but the searchers in gear including white coats, gloves and hair nets were checking fields, aided by law enforcement officers.



    
        




    




Jasper County Sheriff Randy Johnson said Tulane officials reported the monkeys were not infectious, despite initial reports by the truck's occupants warning that the monkeys were dangerous and harboring various diseases. Nonetheless, Johnson said the monkeys still needed to be "neutralized" because of their aggressive nature. 

    
    
    
The monkeys were being housed at the Tulane University National Biomedical Research Center, which routinely provides primates to scientific research organizations, according to the New Orleans school. The research center is located in Covington, Louisiana, about 40 miles (65 kilometers) north of New Orleans.

    
    
    
The 21 monkeys had recently received checkups confirming they were pathogen-free, Tulane said in a statement Wednesday. The university said it wasn't transporting the monkeys and didn't own them, but sent a team of animal experts to help with their care. 

    
All other monkeys were being transported back to Louisiana.
About 10 years ago, three Rhesus macaques in the breeding colony of what was then known as the Tulane National Primate Research Center were euthanized after a "biosecurity breach," federal inspectors wrote in a 2015 report. The breach involved at least one staff member failing to adhere to biosafety and infection control procedures, it said. 
The facility made changes in its procedures and retrained staff after that happened, according to the report from the U.S. Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service. Earlier this year, Tulane made a slight change to the name of the facility, replacing "Primate" with the word "Biomedical."

    
The Mississippi Highway Patrol said Wednesday that it was investigating the cause of the crash, which occurred about 100 miles (160 kilometers) from the state capital, Jackson.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People wearing protective clothing search along a highway in Heidelberg, Miss., on Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025, near the site of a truck which overturned Tuesday, that was carrying research monkeys. (AP Photo/Sophie Bates)]
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Dr. James Watson, Mississippi's state veterinarian, verified that the animals had the proper documents and "certificate of veterinary inspection" for legal transport across state lines, he said in an email to The Associated Press. The state's Board of Animal Health wasn't involved in the response to the crash, and additional information would need to come from Tulane, he said.
If anyone sees monkeys, they should call the authorities and shouldn't approach the animals, the sheriff's office has warned. 
Rhesus macaques "are known to be aggressive," according to the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks. It said the agency's conservation workers were working with sheriff's officials in the search for the animals.

The search comes about one year after 43 Rhesus macaques escaped from a South Carolina compound that breeds them for medical research because an employee didn't fully lock an enclosure. Employees from the Alpha Genesis facility in Yemassee, South Carolina, had set up traps to capture them.
___
Associated Press Writer Jeff Martin in Atlanta contributed.
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    Senate vote on nullifying tariffs on Canada demonstrates opposition to Trump's trade policy




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., meets with reporters to discuss President Donald Trump's strategy on tariffs, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Senate passed legislation Wednesday that would nullify U.S. tariffs on Canada, just as President Donald Trump is engaged in trade talks in Asia as well as an increasingly bitter trade spat with U.S.'s northern neighbor that is one of its largest economic partners.
The 50-46 tally was the latest in a series of votes this week to terminate the national emergencies that Trump has used to impose tariffs. While the resolutions won't ultimately take effect, they have proven to be an effective way for Democrats to expose cracks between the president's trade policy and Republican senators who have traditionally supported free trade arguments.
Sen. Tim Kaine of Virginia, the Democrat pushing the resolutions, said that higher prices caused by tariffs would force Republicans to break with Trump. "It will become untenable for them to just close their eyes and say, 'I'm signing up for whatever the president wants to do,'" Kaine told reporters.

    
The Senate passed a similar resolution applying to Brazilian tariffs on Tuesday, and it has already passed a resolution on Canadian imports in April. The same four Republicans -- Sens. Sens. Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, Susan Collins of Maine, Mitch McConnell of Kentucky and Rand Paul of Kentucky -- voted again with all Democrats to approve the resolution applying to Canada.



    
        




    




Kaine, joined by other Democrats and Paul, has forced the votes under a decades-old law that allows Congress to block a president's emergency powers. However, House Republicans have passed new rules that allow leaders to prevent such resolutions from getting a vote in that chamber, and Trump could veto the legislation even if it did clear Congress.

    
    
    
Wednesday's vote happened as Trump was in Asia to advance trade talks with partners there. The president has also been jousting with Canadian officials amid a delicate negotiation to reduce tariffs between the two countries.

    
Sen. Mike Crapo, the Republican chair of the Senate Committee on Finance, acknowledged in a floor speech that many "may be nervous about what comes next" as Trump remakes global trade. But he urged Congress to stay out of the way.
"Let's truly get a balanced, fair playing field in trade," Crapo added.
Yet there is increasing tension between GOP senators and the president over how soybean farmers have suffered from the trade war with China, as well as his administration's plans to allow the purchase of more beef from Argentina.
Vice President JD Vance visited Republicans during a closed-door luncheon this week and also argued that they should steer clear of trade policy while the president negotiates deals. But Vance's efforts appeared to have little impact on those determined to vote against the tariffs.
"Retaliatory tariffs on American products have turned agricultural income upside down for many of Kentucky's nearly 70,000 family farms," said Kentucky Sen. Mitch McConnell, the former longtime Republican Senate leader, in a statement. "Bourbon has been caught in the crossfire from day one. And consumers are paying higher prices across the board as the true costs of trade barriers fall inevitably on them."

    
Trump said earlier this week he wanted to impose another 10% tariff hike on imports of Canadian goods because of an anti-tariff television ad aired by the province of Ontario. The television ad used the words of former President Ronald Reagan to criticize U.S. tariffs.
Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney has been trying to engage with Trump to ease the import taxes that have hit Canada hard. The U.S.-Canada economic relationship is one of the largest globally, totaling $909.1 billion in 2024, according to the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative. More than three-quarters of Canadian exports go to the U.S., and nearly $3.6 billion Canadian ($2.7 billion U.S.) worth of goods and services cross the border daily.
Canada has also tried to turn to Asian trading partners amid the trade war.
Democrats argued the trade war was impacting a range of industries, from farmers to shipbuilders. They also said it made little sense to engage in a trade war with a close military ally.

    
Trump has invoked a national emergency to impose the tariffs, saying that fentanyl and other illegal drugs are entering the country from Canada. So far this year, less than 1% of the total fentanyl seized by U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 66 pounds, was seized at the northern border.

Kaine argued in a floor speech that Trump's trade policy was actually hinging on his personal feelings. He claimed that Trump had "such thin skin that an ad on television quoting Ronald Reagan" had prompted an end to the negotiations.
He asked, "How about that as a rationale for trade policy?"
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    What shutdown? Trump isn't canceling travel, golf or his ballroom even with the government shuttered




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Donald Trump talks to reporters about the table full of fast food in the State Dining Room of the White House in Washington, Jan. 14, 2019, for the reception for the Clemson Tigers. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump isn't curtailing travel. He's not avoiding golf or making do with a skeleton staff in the West Wing. Even hamburgers served at the White House aren't from McDonalds, this time. 
In shutdowns past -- including during Trump's first term -- presidents normally scaled back their schedules. With staffers deemed "non-essential" sent home, the White House often sought to appear sympathetic to Americans affected by disruptions to health care, veterans benefits and other key services.

    
The current one has left around 750,000 federal employees furloughed and others working without pay. Funding for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, is lapsing after Friday. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A person gets a bottle of water to go with a meal distributed by chef Jose Andres' World Central Kitchen for federal workers and their families in Canal Park, Monday, Oct. 27, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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Nonetheless, it's been mostly business as usual for Trump over the past 29 days.
"It's like that country song: 'Sometimes falling feels like flying for a little while,'" said Paul Begala, a Democratic strategist and former adviser to President Bill Clinton, who presided over two shutdowns between 1995 and 1996. "They seem to be like, 'So far, so good, man.'"

    
    Government shutdown
The AP has journalists around the country covering the shutdown of the federal government. What questions do you have for them?


    


Ballroom, golf and trips
Trump is on a six-day swing through Asia, after a recent, whirlwind Middle East visit. He hosted a White House fundraiser for major donors to his $300 million ballroom that has seen construction crews tear down the East Wing, and held another fundraiser at his Florida estate. 
Members of the Cabinet have similarly hit the road. Vice President JD Vance traveled to Israel, Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem went to Oregon and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth toured TOPGUN, the U.S. Navy's elite fighter weapons school in Nevada. 
Only 32% of staff in the Executive Office of the President were set to be furloughed during the current shutdown, according a White House budget office contingency report. That's down from 61% during the last shutdown in 2018-19, in Trump's first term. About half of the Executive Mansion's team that includes housekeepers, ushers, valets and butlers are currently working. Last time, more than 70% were furloughed.

    
    
    
It's often been hard to tell a shutdown is happening with so many staffers remaining at their desks. 

    
"I don't even know if they're supposed to be working, but they wouldn't miss a day," Trump said during an event last week. 
It's a departure from Trump's first term, when he cut out golf and canceled a planned trip to Florida for Christmas during the 2018 shutdown, which stretched into the new year. He made a surprise visit to visit troops in Iraq then, but nixed plans to go to the Swiss alps for the World Economic Forum.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump, center, steps off Air Force One at Gimhae International Airport in Busan, South Korea, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025, after arriving from Japan. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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When hosting Clemson University football players celebrating their NCAA football championship, Trump brought in burgers and fries from McDonald's and Domino's pizza because of White House staff furloughs.
This time, the president had Republican senators over for a lunch that featured burgers, too. But staff made them. "They do great food at the White House," Trump said. 
'A smarter approach' 

    
Some say barreling ahead like there's no shutdown has some political advantages for Trump, allowing him to look presidential while avoiding congressional bickering. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks during a lunch with Republican senators in the Rose Garden of the White House, Tuesday, Oct. 21, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)]
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"It's a much smarter approach," said Marc Short, chief of staff to former Vice President Mike Pence.
In Trump's first-term shutdown, he rejected a congressional compromise to force the government to close -- an attempt to win funding to wall off the U.S.-Mexico border. Then, he named Pence as lead negotiator to end the shutdown while involving his son-in-law Jared Kushner -- creating the visual of them having to go to Capitol Hill.
"The first go-around, he was pretty clear with cameras rolling: He said he wanted the shutdown. He claimed ownership," Short said. This time? "The White House has been clear about not owning it."
Back in 1995, Begala recalled talking strategy with Clinton during a sweaty summer run at Fort McNair in Washington, and telling the president that Republican House Speaker Newt Gingrich and his party "think they can roll you," forcing cuts to Medicare by threatening a shutdown. 

    
    
    
Clinton responded: "'My favorite movie's 'High Noon,'" Begala recalled, meaning the Western in which a marshal stands up to outlaws. "'They do that -- then I just have a Gary Cooper, High Noon moment. That's easy.'" 

    
When Gingrich later came to the White House to negotiate, Begala said Clinton wouldn't budge, even though some advisers urged him to cut a deal. Voters ultimately blamed congressional Republicans more than the White House for the government closing, and Clinton was easily reelected in 1996.
"That could have really gone badly for Clinton," Begala said. "But he did understand that standing strong, and having a Gary Cooper moment, would be really good for him." 
Trump could probably find a way to end the current shutdown if he wanted to prioritize it, said Leon Panetta, who worked to end past government closures as Clinton's chief of staff. But Trump's "attention is focused on everything but sitting down and getting both parties together to resolve this issue," Panetta said.

    
'Continuing to work night and day'
During the 16-day government shutdown of 2013, President Barack Obama scrapped a four-country Asia trip and skipped the Congressional Hispanic Caucus gala. His schedule featured events meant to show the shutdown's effects, including visiting a Maryland construction firm that benefited from the kind of federal loans jeopardized with the government shuttered. 
In 2019, as that shutdown dragged on, Trump's White House officials acknowledged feeling pressure to end it. This time, the administration's approach has been to blame the Democrats, while signaling that it's prepared to wait -- even warning of coming travel delays during the Thanksgiving holidays. 
"President Trump is continuing to work night and day on behalf of American people," said White House spokesperson Abigail Jackson. "The entire administration, including the president, will continue highlighting the workers and families who are suffering because of the Democrats' decision to shut down the government."
Bill Daley, a White House chief of staff to Obama prior to the 2013 shutdown, said Trump isn't acting like he's feeling political heat to reopen the government, even before next Tuesday's gubernatorial elections in Virginia and New Jersey -- both home to sizable federal workforces.
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"My guess is, he thinks it helps him," Daley said, "until -- and I don't know if it will -- the bottom falls out." 
Democrats are demanding an extension of expiring tax credits that have helped millions of people afford health insurance, while Republicans say they won't negotiate until the government is reopened.
Trump has said the shutdown must end, but also used it to cut federal positions and target programs Democrats favor, while redirecting funds to his own priorities -- like covering military paychecks. The president has even said of closed museums, "We should probably just open them." 
Americans, meanwhile, are divided on who's to blame. 
Roughly 6 in 10 say Trump and congressional Republicans have "a great deal" or "quite a bit" of responsibility for the shutdown, while 54% say the same about Democrats in Congress, according to a recent poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research.

Mike McCurry, a White House press secretary under Clinton, said Democrats have yet to settle on a clear shutdown message that has resonated. Trump has the presidency to deliver his take, but McCurry noted he has been "mercurial." 
"It is not likely we're going to have clear winners or losers after this," McCurry said. "It's going to be a bit of a muddle." 
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    Yesavage strikes out 12 as rookie pitches Blue Jays past Dodgers 6-1 for 3-2 lead in World Series
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            Trey Yesavage set a World Series rookie record with 12 strikeouts, and the Toronto Blue Jays opened Game 5 with back-to-back homers in a 6-1 victory over the Los Angeles Dodgers on Wednesday that moved them within one win of their first championship since 1993.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Toronto Blue Jays pitcher Trey Yesavage celebrates the end on the seventh inning in Game 5 of baseball's World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: Toronto Blue Jays pitcher Trey Yesavage throws against the Los Angeles Dodgers during the first inning in Game 5 of baseball's World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: Toronto Blue Jays' Davis Schneider celebrates a home run against the Los Angeles Dodgers during the first inning in Game 5 of baseball's World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: Toronto Blue Jays' Vladimir Guerrero Jr. (27) celebrates his solo home run against the Los Angeles Dodgers during first inning Game 5 World Series playoff MLB baseball action in Los Angeles on Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025. (Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' pitcher Blake Snell watches Toronto Blue Jays' Daulton Varsho line out during the sixth inning in Game 5 of baseball's World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]
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            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Trey Yesavage soaked in Dodger Stadium, filled with 52,175 fans about to watch him pitch in the World Series, and thought back to starting his season in front of 327 spectators in the low minor leagues.
A sandlot story worthy of a movie studio back lot.
"Crazy world," the wide-eyed Toronto Blue Jays pitcher said. "Hollywood couldn't have made it this good."
Just 46 days after rocketing to his fifth level of professional baseball this season for his major league debut, Yesavage pitched one of the best games by a rookie in World Series history.
He set a Fall Classic rookie record with 12 strikeouts, and the Blue Jays opened Game 5 with back-to-back homers in a 6-1 victory over the Los Angeles Dodgers on Wednesday that moved them within one win of their first championship since 1993.
"The job is not done yet," Toronto star Vladimir Guerrero Jr. said through a translator.

    
Davis Schneider and Guerrero connected on Blake Snell's first and third pitches, the first consecutive home runs to start a Series game. 
Yesavage, a precocious 22-year-old, took over from there. His first pitch in baseball's largest-capacity ballpark was to Shohei Ohtani, baseball's best player.



    
        




    




"Walking from the bullpen to the dugout, I took a moment to look around the stadium, see all the fans," Yesavage said. "I was hoping I would send 'em home upset."
He quieted the crowd and LA's bats with a sinking splitter, spinning slider and overpowering fastball, breaking the prior Series rookie record of 11 strikeouts by the Brooklyn Dodgers' Don Newcombe in 1949 against the New York Yankees. Getting six Ks each with his splitter and slider, Yesavage became the first World Series pitcher with 12 strikeouts and no walks.

    
    
    
"I'm kind of blown away by what he did," Toronto manager John Schneider said.
Yesavage had lasted just four innings in Friday's opener, allowing two runs in a game the Blue Jays won 11-4.

    
"Just a complete 180 from Game 1. His command was pinpoint tonight," Dodgers slugger Freddie Freeman said.
After losing Game 3 in 18 innings, the resilient Blue Jays outscored the Dodgers 12-3 and outhit them 20-10 in the next two.
Toronto leads 3-2 in the best-of-seven matchup and can dethrone the defending champions back home when the Series resumes Friday night at Rogers Centre. No team has won consecutive titles since the Yankees took three in a row from 1998-2000.
"As a group, it's time for us to show our character and put up a fight," said Kike Hernandez, who homered on a high fastball to trim the Dodgers' deficit to 2-1 in the third. 
Yesavage allowed three hits over seven innings, and Seranthony Dominguez and Jeff Hoffman finished a four-hitter.
Tommy Edman, a Dodgers switch-hitter, made the rare decision to bat from the right side against the right-handed Yesavage. Edman struck out, popped out and grounded into a double play.
"He's super deceptive," Edman said. "Props to him for coming out in a huge game at Dodger Stadium."
Yesavage went 1-0 in three regular-season starts and is 3-1 in five postseason outings. He induced 23 swings and misses -- most in a Series game since pitch tracking started in 2008, one more than San Francisco's Tim Lincecum in 2010 Game 5.

    
"Obviously the stuff is incredible, but the maturity to go and handle these moments is unbelievable," Toronto teammate Bo Bichette said. "I think he's ultra confident, but you never hear it in the clubhouse, which I think says something about him."
Snell, a two-time Cy Young Award winner, dropped to 0-2 with a 7.71 ERA in the Series, allowing five runs, six hits and four walks over 6 2/3 innings.
Davis Schneider, batting first only because regular leadoff hitter George Springer got hurt in Game 3, sent Snell's first pitch into the left-field bleachers. 
"Oh! Oh no! No way! No way! Oh my God! Oh my God! Oh my God! You got to be kidding me!" Schneider's father Steve screamed from his seat in the second deck behind home plate.
Davis Schneider mimics different stances during the year, including Aaron Judge, Giancarlo Stanton, Bobby Witt Jr. and even the Dodgers' Will Smith during the World Series. The part-time outfielder and second baseman was in an old stance of his from the minor leagues he noticed when reviewing video Wednesday from 2023, when he hit 23 homers for Triple-A Buffalo.

    
"I might switch it next game, so you never know. But I just like doing it," Davis Schneider said. "Sometimes I feel like my hands are in a different spot one day and I need to change it. I've been doing it my whole career and I'm not going to stop now."
Snell's first three pitches were fastballs. Guerrero hit the third into the Dodgers' bullpen for his eighth home run of the postseason. He is batting .415 with 15 RBIs in 16 postseason games, including .364 against the Dodgers.
"I don't want to make excuses or anything close to that but, yeah, it's pretty unlucky," Snell said. "I just think they're ambushing a fastball, especially after I go: I'm going to throw fastballs."

    
Dodgers manager Dave Roberts shook up his slumping batting order, dropping Mookie Betts as low as third for the first time since 2021 and benching outfielder Andy Pages in favor of Alex Call. It didn't spark an offense that is batting .202 in the Series and has hit seven of its eight home runs with the bases empty. The Dodgers have scored four runs in their last 29 innings.
Los Angeles also threw four wild pitches in a span of two innings.
Ernie Clement added a fourth-inning sacrifice fly for a 3-1 lead after right fielder Teoscar Hernandez came up short on a sliding catch attempt as Daulton Varsho's drive bounced into the right-field corner for a leadoff triple. 
Another run scored on a wild pitch in the seventh by Edgardo Henriquez, who then allowed Bichette's RBI single. Isiah Kiner-Falefa added a run-scoring single in the eighth off Anthony Banda.
"We've got to make some adjustments," Roberts said. "We've been in elimination games, a core group of these guys, and we've got to find a way to win a game. That's it."
Up next

Dodgers RHP Yoshinobu Yamamoto and Toronto RHP Kevin Gausman start Game 6 in a rematch of Game 2, which Los Angeles won 5-1. Yamamoto threw a four-hitter for the first World Series complete game since 2015 and has pitched the first consecutive postseason complete games since Curt Schilling tossed three in a row in 2001. Gausman allowed three runs in 6 2/3 innings.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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    Blue Jays hit first leadoff back-to-back homers in World Series history -- on 3 pitches




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Toronto Blue Jays' Davis Schneider (36) celebrates with Vladimir Guerrero Jr. after their back-to-back home runs during the first inning in Game 5 of baseball's World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]
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[image: Toronto Blue Jays' Vladimir Guerrero Jr. celebrates his home run during the first inning in Game 5 of baseball's World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]
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[image: Toronto Blue Jays' Vladimir Guerrero Jr. celebrates his solo home run during the first inning in Game 5 of baseball's World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]
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[image: Toronto Blue Jays' Davis Schneider connects for a solo home run off Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Blake Snell (7) leave the park during the first inning in Game 5 of baseball's World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Davis Schneider likes to imitate other players' batting stances during major league games. Sometimes, the Blue Jays' affable backup outfielder will be Aaron Judge, other times Bobby Witt Jr., or maybe Giancarlo Stanton.
He'll even pretend to be Will Smith, the Dodgers' slugging catcher who crouched behind Schneider to catch the first pitch of Game 5 on Wednesday night.
Smith never got that ball, because Schneider's impersonation of a World Series hero was absolutely pitch-perfect.
Toronto hit the first back-to-back homers to begin a game in World Series history when Schneider and Vladimir Guerrero Jr. connected on the first and third pitches by the Los Angeles Dodgers' Blake Snell to set a defiant early tone for the Jays against the defending champions.
Those homers also provided more runs than Trey Yesavage and his bullpen even needed in the Blue Jays' 6-1 victory, putting them on the brink of Canada's third World Series title.

    
Guerrero's eighth homer of a stellar postseason was no surprise. Schneider's first career playoff homer was a series-altering shocker -- even for the 26-year-old outfielder himself.



    
        




    




"I didn't really think I got it," Schneider said with a grin. "But maybe playoff baseball is a little bit more juice, I don't know."
Schneider has been copying other players' stances for his entire professional career, which began when the Jays used a 28th-round pick on a kid out of small-town New Jersey. The scout who recommended him was John Schneider, who isn't related to him -- but is now his manager in the big leagues.

    
    
    
When asked to explain why he changes his stance so frequently, Davis Schneider essentially shrugs and says he tries to copy any player who's playing well in that particular week. When Judge is on a heater for the Yankees, for instance, Schneider might step up to the plate in the AL MVP's imperious posture.

    
"I usually pick guys who are doing well," Schneider said. "So (if) Judge has been doing well, (if) Will Smith is doing well -- I don't know. I just like to have fun, and it's baseball, so you've got to have fun with it."
Davis Schneider actually wasn't impersonating a major leaguer when he led off Game 5. He was mimicking his own stance from 2023, when he hit 21 homers for the Triple-A Buffalo Bisons and earned his first promotion to the majors.
"I mean, I might switch it next game, so you never know," Schneider said. "But I just like doing it. Sometimes I feel like my hands are in a different spot one day, and I need to change it. I've been doing it my whole career, and I'm not going to stop now."
Schneider came up at Dodger Stadium looking for a first-pitch fastball on the advice of George Springer, the Jays' veteran leadoff hitter and former World Series MVP for Houston. Springer has missed the last two games with an injury to his right side, but he prepared Schneider to occupy his spot.
"George kind of always preaches you (should) always be ready for a fastball for the first pitch leading off the game," Schneider said. "George has done it for numerous years, and I've got to take some advice when I can get it. Yeah, sitting fastball, it was up in the zone."

    
Schneider hammered that high fastball to left, where it cleared the fence before a dumbfounded crowd of more than 52,175.
Schneider was 3 for 16 with a double and no RBIs in his first six playoff games this month. Snell struck out Schneider in his next two plate appearances in Game 5 before he was lifted for Myles Straw's defense, but Schneider had already carved a spot in Blue Jays playoff lore.
If Schneider gets a chance to play when the Series shifts to Toronto, he'll seize the chance to do another impersonation. He says nobody has ever mentioned the fact that he's copying them -- not even Smith after Schneider mimicked him in the Series opener.
"I think it's funny," Schneider said. "Like, if they notice, I don't know. Like, if Judge ever notices or Will Smith. I mean, I did it in Game 1, and Will Smith was standing right behind me, so, I mean, I wonder if he noticed or not."

    
"But hopefully they notice now."
Guerrero then blasted an 0-1 fastball to left to extend his own Blue Jays record for homers in a postseason by hitting it 394 feet. The star slugger also had the tone-setting homer in Game 4, connecting off Shohei Ohtani.
Each of Snell's first three pitches were fastballs. He didn't throw another the rest of the first inning. Snell had only allowed one homer in his previous 50 innings of work.
"Against a really good pitcher like (Snell), you have to be ready to hit," John Schneider said. "He's going to come after you. He's going to challenge you. I think those two swings from Schneid and from Vlad ... we wanted to be aggressive. There's a time to grind 'em, and there's a time to be ready to hit. Just pretty cool it worked out the way it did."

    
Back-to-back leadoff homers had only happened one other time to begin a playoff game: Ray Durham and Scott Hatteberg of the Oakland Athletics connected off Minnesota's Rick Reed in Game 3 of the 2002 AL division series, with Durham leading off the game with an inside-the-park homer.

Schneider's homer also marked the first time the Blue Jays have scored first in this World Series. The teams split the first two games in Toronto, and Los Angeles won an 18-inning epic after two homers from Ohtani in Game 3 before the Jays calmly evened the series with a 6-2 victory Tuesday.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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    Blake Snell blames bad luck after latest World Series letdown puts Dodgers on brink of defeat




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Los Angeles Dodgers' pitcher Blake Snell reacts to a call during the fifth inning in Game 5 of baseball's World Series against the Toronto Blue Jays, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Blake Snell thinks bad luck had about as much to do with his Game 5 struggles as the Toronto Blue Jays.
"Luck plays in baseball, too," he said.
The two-time Cy Young Award winner gave up two home runs on his first three pitches, then faltered again late in a 6-1 loss Wednesday night that put the defending champion Los Angeles Dodgers on the brink of a Fall Classic defeat.
The Blue Jays took a 3-2 lead in the best-of-seven series and can steal the title away from LA with a win Friday in Game 6 in Toronto.
Snell allowed back-to-back homers to Davis Schneider and Vladimir Guerrero Jr., the first back-to-back leadoff homers ever in a Series game. Each of the first three pitches were fastballs, and Snell's next 22 pitches after that were offspeed.
"First pitch of the game, 97 (mph) fastball up and in, he hits it 98, it goes out," Snell said of Schneider. "Pretty unlucky. Vlad, yeah, that's just a bad pitch." 

    
He said he didn't think he was giving away any cues on the type of pitch he was going to throw.
"I just think they're ambushing a fastball," he said. "They just read swings and they're ambushing, as they should and as I thought they would."



    
        




    




Snell overcame the early trouble only to give up a leadoff triple to Daulton Varsho in the fourth on a ball hit 75.6 mph.
"I'm not one to make excuses or anything close to that, but that's pretty unlucky," he said. 

    
    
    
Snell couldn't finish the seventh inning. He left runners on first and third after a walk, a single and two wild pitches, and the Blue Jays leading 3-1. Still, the sellout crowd of 52,175 stood to applaud.
"Yeah, just frustrated," he said. "I felt good, I felt strong. I've been training to be ready for this and be strong. I trust me."
Edgardo Henriquez replaced Snell and walked Guerrero. Addison Barger, who singled and moved up on Snell's pair of wild pitches, scored on Henriquez's wild pitch, making it 4-1. 

    
"Against a really good pitcher like him, you have to be ready to hit. He's going to come after you, he's going to challenge you," Blue Jays manager John Schneider said. "There's a time to grind 'em and there's a time to be ready to hit. Just pretty cool it worked out the way it did."
Snell gave up five runs and six hits in 6 2/3 innings, struck out seven and walked four on 116 pitches.
"He gave us everything he had," Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said. "I think that early on they were just on the fastball, and you got to sort of adjust if that's the case."
Snell began strongly in his first postseason with the Dodgers, who signed him to a $182 million, five-year deal last winter. Snell had an 0.86 ERA in his first three starts. 
In the NL Division Series, Snell allowed one hit in six shutout innings and struck out nine as the Dodgers beat the Philadelphia Phillies 4-3 to take a 2-0 series lead.
The left-hander nicknamed "Snellzilla" was stellar in Game 1 of the National League Championship Series, a 2-1 win over the Milwaukee Brewers. He allowed one baserunner in eight shutout innings and struck out 10 while facing the minimum, something no one had done in the postseason since Don Larsen's World Series perfect game in 1956.

    
The Dodgers went on to sweep the Brewers in four games and go into the World Series with a shot of momentum. 
Then Snell got shelled in Game 1, losing 11-4. He gave up five runs, including three of the nine Toronto had in the sixth inning. Before that, Snell had allowed just two runs in 21 innings and struck out 27 batters.
On Wednesday, Snell got no help from a stone-cold Dodgers' offense that managed just one run and four hits. Shohei Ohtani was hitless with a strikeout. Will Smith and Mookie Betts struck out twice, while Freddie Freeman had three strikeouts.
"We all know what we're capable of, and we haven't done it for two games," Freeman said. "They just outplayed us."
The defense let Snell down, too.
Betts and Tommy Edman faltered in the first couple innings on potential ground-ball double plays, forcing Snell to work longer.

"Blake pitched a heck of a ball game," Roberts said. "But, yeah, giving up bases and not converting outs when you have an opportunity to convert outs, that came back to bite us."
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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                    Entertainment

    Movie Review: Minimalist thriller 'Hallow Road' lets your imagination run wild




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image released by XYZ Films shows Rosamund Pike, left, and Matthew Rhys in a scene from "Hallow Road." (XYZ Films via AP)]
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[image: Rosamund Pike poses before the Dior Spring/Summer 2026 collection presented in Paris, Wednesday, Oct. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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                                        There are scary movies where everything is fleshed out, where filmmakers and craftspeople show a nightmare in all its horrifying detail. In those kind of films, jump scares and reveals can even be a relief, allowing the tension and anticipation to deescalate so you can move on to the next thrill. 
Filmmaker Babak Anvari's "Hallow Road," in theaters Friday, is the opposite. Written by William Gillies, "Hallow Road" is the kind of minimalistic thriller that knows that sometimes all you need to do is establish the right mood and your audience's imagination will take it from there. It is all ambiguity and escalation, and relief is not in the cards. 
The film begins at 2 a.m., panning across a leafy forest floor to a bloodied sneaker on the ground before cutting to a long, eerie shot inside a family home, where dinner has been left out on the table, and glass has been broken and only partially cleaned up. Then the frame goes back to the woods again with fragmented shots of lights in the trees. It's nearly six minutes of this scene-setting (or, possibly, a sprinkling of clues) before we meet any characters or are given any information about what's going on.

    
As if that's not enough of a disorienting entry into this world, it's followed with a one-sided phone call. Maddie ( Rosamund Pike ) accepts a call from Alice (Megan McDonnell), her university-age daughter who left their house abruptly after a fight, taking her father Frank's ( Matthew Rhys ) car. Before Maddie can get much information, the calls cuts off. When they speak again, the situation has changed: There's a been a wreck, and another person is hurt, possibly dead.


There's a lot of confusion as the stress of the situation escalates. Frank keeps asking Maddie to put Alice on speakerphone. Maddie is trying to get information from a panicked Alice. We feel Frank's pain in only getting part of the story, but, thankfully for everyone, Maddie does finally cave to speakerphone when they start driving to the scene -- a remote forest some 40 minutes away. And we have no choice but to go on this journey with them as they navigate their own issues, ideas about how to help their daughter in this situation, what exactly caused the fight to begin with, and Maddie's very tense attempt to coach her daughter through emergency CPR while they wait for the ambulance to arrive.

    
    
    
"Hallow Road" is partly about the mystery of what's happened and what will happen -- there is even a bit of a folklore element introduced that makes everything that much creepier and more confusing. You might even wonder from time to time what kind of film you're actually watching -- I think the clever trick of "Hallow Road" is that it can be different things to different viewers. In many ways, it's also about the real nightmare of being a parent and not knowing what to do. The impulse may always be to protect, to shield, to minimize the consequences in that moment, but what are the long-term implications of that? Frank and Maddie both have different theories about the correct way to handle this horrible situation and both are right and wrong -- and then there is the hysterical teen on the other end of the line. 

    
The film plays out in near real time and its confined setting of the car recalls the Steven Knight thriller "Locke," though a little less glossily cinematic. But that's also OK since there's plenty of visual interest in the faces and performances of its very compelling leads and smart script. One could imagine it being staged as a play.

    
It's hard to discuss too much about what transpires in "Hallow Road" without spoiling its surprises. But ultimately, it's an effectively minimalistic thriller that leaves much room for interpretation and debate, and a good option for anyone looking for something creepy to watch this Halloween without the gore.

"Hallow Road," an XYZ Films release in theaters Friday, has not been rated by the Motion Picture Association. Running time: 80 minutes. Three stars out of four.
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                    Entertainment

    Janelle Monae embraces HalloQueen role, creating an empire where art and freedom collide in October
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Just before Janelle Monae's DJ set at Cinespia -- an outdoor movie series framed by the marble mausoleums of a storied Hollywood cemetery -- the multi-hyphenated performer wasn't just focused on rehearsing a setlist.
Instead, Monae paused to guide a symbolic circle inspired by "The Craft."
Inside a candle-lit mausoleum, Monae and several close friends recreated a moment from the 1996 cult classic film that they would later introduce to a sold-out crowd at Hollywood Forever Cemetery. The group swayed and chanted, "Light as a feather, stiff as a board" before declaring "This is for the witches tonight."
"It's really about community for me," Monae said backstage with The Associated Press before performing a 20-minute set. "We love the ritualistic nature of what Halloween means: being with your friends, embracing your magic and celebrating that together."

    
That brief circle of movement and music captured the essence of Monae's growing HalloQueen world, where the artist says play, performance and purpose meet under candlelight and bass lines. It's all tied into the monthlong creative residency through a series of events reflective of Monae's passion for Halloween.
"Halloween gives context to what I already do every day," Monae said. "As an artist, I'm always transforming, world-building and inviting people to play in the worlds I create."

    
    
    
The catalyst behind Monae's HalloQueen and events
The HalloQueen experience reaches its peak this week with Vampire Beach, a large-scale festival at the Santa Monica Pier on Thursday, followed by the annual Wondaween party on Friday. The two signature events crown Monae's season of celebration.
This year, Monae is fully embracing the role of HalloQueen, turning October into both a playground and creative empire. What began as a love for dressing up as a child has grown into a movement that fuses self-expression under one brand.
For Monae, Halloween feels less like a holiday and more like homecoming. 

    
"I've loved transforming since I was a kid," they said. "I create characters and worlds I want to live in. I'm just playing."
At Cinespia, Monae's set opened with Nina Simone's "I Put a Spell on You," casting a musical spell over a crowd of witches and movie lovers. Among them was actor Rachel True, who portrayed Rochelle in the original "The Craft." 
"Janelle celebrates the kind of weird that used to make people uncomfortable," True said after her surprise appearance. "I love that she embraces it so boldly. Back when I was coming up, I was told to be less weird, so to see that energy live on through Janelle means everything. We're Black girls who own our weirdness, and we unite in that."

    
How Monae built a world where art meets imagination
The sense of play has always shaped Monae's creative universe from the tuxedo-clad android era to the futuristic gowns and otherworldly Halloween looks that have become their trademark. 
In May, Monae brought that same energy to the Met Gala's Black dandyism theme-event, wearing a black, red and white pin-striped suit in a collaboration with Thom Browne and Paul Tazewell and a tequila diamond. 
Each October, Monae treats costumes like character studies: the Grinch's daughter, a futuristic E.T., even a space-age take on classic horror icons. The performer also hosts AMC's annual "FearFest." 
Monae channels that imagination into a monthlong residency of immersive experiences. The itinerary has already included Monae Manor at the LA Haunted Hayride, a DJ set for "The Craft" at Cinespia and their starring role as Sally in Danny Elfman's "The Nightmare Before Christmas" at the Hollywood Bowl over the past weekend.
From costume design to music curation, each event carries Monae's fingerprints. 
"I consider myself a world-building experience architect," they said. "I want people to look around and think, these were some of the best memories of my life."
On Thursday, the Vampire Beach event offers a playful twist on daylight creatures of the night. The event flows through Wondaween, the new umbrella brand linking Monae's music, film, gaming and live experiences.
"Vampires can be in the sun now because of sunscreen," Monae said, referencing a partnership with Vacation Sunscreen.

    
The blueprint behind the Monae multiverse
Monae's creative foundation began with the Wondaland collective, co-founded with Nate "Rocket" Wonder and Chuck Lightning in Atlanta. That community of musicians, writers and filmmakers evolved into a multidisciplinary hub for world-building. 
Now, it serves as the backbone for Wondaween's Halloween expansion. There's a hope to bring that same spirit of collaboration to live and immersive events. 
"Wondaland has always represented art, community, imagination and pushing boundaries," Monae said. "Wondaween extends that vision. It's a real-world destination for people who love creativity and want to feel free expressing it."
From student workshops with horror screenwriter Akela Cooper to curated game nights and immersive music events, Monae views every project as a portal to connection. 
"Everything I build -- from my albums to these events -- sits under one creative umbrella," Monae said. "The universe made me multidimensional, and I want people to see all of those sides."

    
Will the HalloQueen expand into new worlds?
What Monae hopes participants feel after each event is lasting resonance. They see a moment still unfolding.

For Monae, HalloQueen represents both a celebration and a blueprint for what's possible when creativity meets community. They envision taking the experience to other cities including Atlanta, Miami, Chicago and Kansas City, where the artist was born and raised. 
Each stop would feature a new theme, in what Monae describes as "almost like the Met Gala for Halloween."
When October ends, Monae channels that creative charge into future music and film projects. 
"The season inspires me to build new worlds," they said. "It keeps me dreaming."
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    This Spanish tenor's already a star in Europe. Now he's made a big splash at the Met




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image released by The Metropolitan Opera shows tenor Xabier Anduaga, left, and soprano Nadine Sierra during a rehearsal for Bellini's "La Sonnambula" at the Metropolitan Opera in New York on Oct. 1, 2025. (Marty Sohl/Met Opera via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When tenor Xabier Anduaga first auditioned for Riccardo Frizza, the conductor recalls that "he opened his mouth, and after two notes I understood I was in front of something special. It's one of the voices you find every 15 or 20 years."
Peter Gelb, the Metropolitan Opera's general manager, listened in astonishment when Anduaga made his house debut two season ago: "I was quite frankly blown away by his sound."
Anduaga has become a star throughout Europe at age 30, when many tenors are just starting to make their mark.
Now, he has introduced himself to American audiences in a big way, headlining the Met's new production by Rolando Villazon of Bellini's bel canto masterpiece "La Sonnambula," which runs through Nov. 1.
Anduaga stars opposite soprano Nadine Sierra, with Frizza conducting. The Oct. 18 performance was broadcast live in HD to movie theaters around the world.

    
To be sure, it's an opera where the soprano gets the last word -- and in Sierra's case a rare high F -- but Anduaga holds his own next to her virtuosity.
"His tenor flows in endless legato, capable of thinning to a silken thread or blooming into ringing, plush fortissimos," Corinna da Fonseca-Wollheim wrote in her New York Times review.

    
    
    
From boy soprano to star tenor
Anduaga grew up in San Sebastian, Spain, where he started singing as a child.
"We have a big tradition of chorus and amateur music in the Basque Country," Anduaga said. He began as a boy soprano in church when he was 7, and at age 10 joined the Orfeon Donostiarra Choir, where he first encountered Elena Barbe, who was the choir's voice teacher.
Once his voice changed he began to study singing seriously, but ran into trouble at the conservatory when his teachers wanted him to study roles that were too heavy for his light tenor voice at the time.
"After a month I was, I can't sing anymore," Anduaga said. "I was pushing, not singing naturally."

    
"So I called Elena -- we were just friends at the time -- and I said, 'I need help!' I restarted studying with her, and then eventually it became something different, and now we have a baby. We've been together 11 years."
In 2016, when he was just 21, he sang at the Rossini festival in Pesaro, Italy, while continuing his studies. Later that year he was in class when he got an urgent call from the opera company in Bilbao.
"It was Friday, and they told me they had a cancellation and needed a tenor for Monday to sing Don Ramiro in Rossini's 'La Cenerentola,'" he recalled. "I called Elena and told her I can't do it. All I knew was one aria and a duet.
"She said, you have to. It's a great opportunity. We have to study now. Say you're sick and come home. She played the piano, and by Saturday morning I knew the whole role. She knows my potential better than I do."
Texting her husband from the audience
Through marriage and childbirth, Barbe has maintained her role as Anduaga's coach, chief booster -- and most discerning critic.
On a recent Friday night before a "Sonnambula" performance, the couple left 15-month-old Leonardo at their apartment with a babysitter and came to the Met together. While he prepared to go on, Barbe took a seat in the audience and began discreetly texting her husband during the performance. Every time he left the stage he would check his phone to read her comments.

    
"She'll point out little things, like, 'Pay attention to your breathing' or, 'Look out at the audience more, not so much at the conductor and orchestra,'" he said.
"She waits until there's applause so she's not disturbing her neighbor," he said. "Sometimes people are looking at her. She doesn't want to tell them she's the wife of the tenor."
Expanding his repertoire

    

As Anduaga's voice continues to develop, he said, "it has gotten bigger and is taking on different colors." Though he is sticking with the bel canto favorites, he is adding some lighter Verdi roles and venturing into French repertory -- Massenet's "Werther" and Gounod's "Faust" and "Romeo et Juliette."
Whatever his choice of roles, the people who run opera houses can't get enough of him.
"In addition to singing like no one else, he dominates the stage and theatrical performance," said Joan Matabosch, artistic director at Teatro Real in Madrid. "He is, without a doubt, the tenor of the future."
In fact, Anduaga's popularity in Europe is such that the Met is having to wait in line.
"We have been actually having trouble booking him because he's so much in demand,." Gelb said. As it stands, Anduaga is next due to sing at the Met in the 2028-29 season, in "Rigoletto" and "Romeo et Juliette."
"Everybody's always looking for the next Pavarotti," Gelb said. "I'm not saying he's the next Pavarotti -- but he could be."
Anduaga dismisses that comparison.

"It's too big," he said. "I don't like 'new this' or 'new that'. When you hear 'Nessun dorma' sung by Pavarotti, everyone knows it's Pavarotti, all over the world, and this will never happen anymore."
"I try to do my best," he added. "So let's just say, it's me -- I'm the new me."
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    What a Federal Reserve rate cut means for your finances
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            Fed Chair Jerome Powell said there were "strongly differing views about how to proceed in December" at the next policy meeting and a further reduction in the benchmark rate is not "a foregone conclusion."
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Federal Reserve cut its benchmark interest rate by a quarter point Wednesday for the second time since September. Before that, it had gone nine months without a cut.
The federal funds rate is the rate at which banks borrow and lend to one another. While the rates consumers pay to borrow money aren't directly linked to this rate, shifts affect what you pay for credit cards, auto loans, mortgages, and other financial products.
"While the full economic impact of such a move will unfold over time, early indicators suggest that even modest rate cuts can have meaningful consequences for consumer behavior and financial health," said Michele Raneri, vice president and head of U.S. research at credit reporting agency TransUnion.
The Fed has two goals when it sets the rate: one, to manage prices for goods and services, and two, to encourage full employment. Typically, the Fed might increase the rate to try to bring down inflation and decrease it to encourage faster economic growth and increase hiring. The challenge now is that inflation is higher than the Fed's 2% target but the job market has been weak. The government shutdown has also prevented the collection and release of data the Fed relies on to monitor the health of the economy.

    
Still, the Fed has projected it will cut rates once more before the end of the year.
Here's what to know:

    
    
    
Interest on savings accounts won't be as appealing
For savers, falling interest rates will slowly erode attractive yields currently on offer with certificates of deposit (CDs) and high-yield savings accounts. 
Three of the top five high yield savings accounts had rate cuts after the last Fed rate cut in September, according to Ken Tumin, founder of DepositAccounts.com, while two of the big five banks (Ally and Discover/Capital One) cut their savings account rates. The top rates for high yield savings account right now remain around 4.46% to 4.6%.

    
Those are still better than the trends of recent years, and a good option for consumers who want to earn a return on money they may want to access in the near-term. A high yield savings account generally has a much higher annual percentage yield than a traditional savings account. The national average for traditional savings accounts is currently 0.63%, according to Bankrate.
There may be a few accounts with returns of about 4% through the end of 2025, according to Tumin, but the Fed cuts will filter down to these offerings, lowering the average yields as they do.
A cut will impact mortgages gradually
For prospective homebuyers, the market has already priced in the rate cut.
"Mortgage rates, in particular, have responded swiftly," said Raneri. "Just in the past week, they fell to their lowest level in over a year. While mortgage rates don't always move in lockstep with the Fed's target rate -- often pricing in anticipated future cuts, the continued easing of monetary policy may well push rates even lower." 
Bankrate financial analyst Stephen Kates said a declining interest rate environment will provide some relief for borrowers over time. 
"Whether it's a homeowner with a 7% mortgage or a recent graduate hoping to refinance student loans and credit card debt, lower rates can ease the burden on many indebted households by opening opportunities to refinance or consolidate," he said.

    
Auto loans are not expected to decline soon
Americans have faced steeper auto loan rates over the last three years after the Fed raised its benchmark interest rate starting in early 2022. Those are not expected to decline anytime soon. While a cut will contribute to eventual relief, it might be slow in arriving, analysts say. 
"If the auto market starts to freeze up and people aren't buying cars, then we may see lending margins start to shrink, but auto loan rates don't move in lockstep with the Fed rate," Kates said.
Prices for new cars remain at historically high levels, not adjusting for inflation. 
Generally speaking, an auto loan annual percentage rate can run from about 4% to 30%. Bankrate's most recent weekly survey found that average auto loan interest rates are currently at 7.10% on a 60-month new car loan.

    
Credit card rate relief could be slow
Interest rates for credit cards are currently at an average of 20.01%, and the Fed's rate cut may be slow to be felt by anyone carrying a large amount of credit card debt. That said, any reduction is positive news.
"While inflation continues to exert pressure on household budgets, rate cuts offer a potential counterbalance by lowering debt servicing costs," Raneri said.
Still, the best thing for anyone carrying a large credit card balance is to prioritize paying down high-interest-rate debt, and to seek to transfer any amounts possible to lower APR cards or negotiate directly with credit card companies for accommodation.
___

The Associated Press receives support from the Charles Schwab Foundation for educational and explanatory reporting to improve financial literacy. The independent foundation is separate from Charles Schwab and Co. Inc. The AP is solely responsible for its journalism.
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    Banks and retailers run short on pennies as the US Mint stops making them
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[image: A lone penny is illuminated in a bin of completed pennies at the U.S. Mint in Denver on Aug. 15, 2007. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The United States is running out of pennies.
President Donald Trump's decision to stop producing the penny earlier this year is starting to have real implications for the nation's commerce. Merchants in multiple regions of the country have run out of pennies and are unable to produce exact change. Meanwhile, banks are unable to order fresh pennies and are rationing pennies for their customers.
One convenience store chain, Sheetz, got so desperate for pennies that it briefly ran a promotion offering a free soda to customers who bring in 100 pennies. Another retailer says the lack of pennies will end up costing it millions this year, because of the need to round down to avoid lawsuits. 
"It's a chunk of change," said Dylan Jeon, senior director of government relations with the National Retail Federation.
The penny problem started in late summer and is only getting worse as the country heads into the holiday shopping season.

    
To be sure, not one retailer or bank has called for the penny to stick around. Pennies, especially in bulk, are heavy and are more often than not used exclusively to give customers change. But the abrupt decision to get rid of the penny has come with no guidance from the federal government. Many stores have been left pleading for Americans to pay in exact change.


"We have been advocating abolition of the penny for 30 years. But this is not the way we wanted it to go," said Jeff Lenard with the National Association of Convenience Stores.

    
    
    
Trump announced on Feb. 9 that the U.S. would no longer mint pennies, citing the high costs. Both the penny and the nickel have been more expensive to produce than they are worth for several years, despite efforts by the U.S. Mint to reduce costs. The Mint spent 3.7 cents to make a penny in 2024, according to its most recent annual report, and it spends 13.8 cents to make a nickel. 

    
"Let's rip the waste out of our great nation's budget, even if it's a penny at a time," Trump wrote on Truth Social.
The Treasury Department said in May that it was placing its last order of copper-zinc planchets -- the blank metal disks that are minted into coins. In June, the last pennies were minted and by August, those pennies were distributed to banks and armored vehicle service companies.
Troy Richards, president and chief operations officer at Louisiana-based Guaranty Bank & Trust Co., said he's had to scramble to have enough pennies on hand for his customers since August.
"We got an email announcement from the Federal Reserve that penny shipments would be curtailed. Little did we know that those shipments were already over for us," Richards said.
Richards said the $1,800 in pennies the bank had were gone in two weeks. His branches are keeping small amounts of pennies for customers who need to cash checks, but that's it.
The U.S. Mint issued 3.23 billion pennies in 2024, the last full year of production, more than double that of the second-most minted coin in the country: the quarter. But the problem with pennies is they are issued, given as change, and rarely recirculated back into the economy. Americans store their pennies in jars or use them for decoration. This requires the Mint to produce significant sums of pennies each year.

    
The government is expected to save $56 million by not minting pennies, according to the Treasury Department. Despite losing money on the penny, the Mint is profitable for the U.S. government through its production of other circulating coins as well as coin proof and commemorative sets that appeal to numismatic collectors.
In 2024, the Mint made $182 million in seigniorage, which is its equivalent of profit.
Besides American's penny hoarding habit, a logistical issue is also preventing pennies from circulating.
The distribution of coins is handled by the Federal Reserve system. Several companies, mostly armored carrier companies, operate coin terminals where banks can withdraw and deposit coins. Roughly a third of these 170 coin terminals are now closed to both penny deposits as well as penny withdrawals. 

    
Bank lobbyists say these terminals being closed to penny deposits is exacerbating the penny shortage, because parts of the country that may have some surplus pennies are unable to get those pennies to parts of country with shortages.
"As a result of the U.S. Department of the Treasury's decision to end production of the penny, coin distribution locations accepting penny deposits and fulfilling orders will vary over time as (penny) inventory is depleted" a Federal Reserve spokeswoman said.
The lack of pennies has also become a legal minefield for stores and retailers. In some states and cities, it is illegal to round up a transaction to the nearest nickel or dime because doing so would run afoul of laws that are supposed to place cash customers and debit and credit card customers on an equal playing field when it comes to item costs.

    
So, to avoid lawsuits, retailers are rounding down. While two or three cents may not seem like much, that extra change can add up over tens of thousands of transactions. A spokesman for Kwik Trip, the Midwest convenience store chain, says it has been rounding down every cash transaction to the nearest nickel. That's expected to cost the company roughly $3 million this year. Some retailers are asking customers to give their change to local or affiliated charities at the cash register, in an effort to avoid pennies as well. 
A bill currently pending in Congress, known as the Common Cents Act, calls for cash transactions to be rounded to the nearest nickel, up or down. While the proposal is palatable to businesses, rounding up could be costly for consumers. 
The Treasury Department did not respond to a request for comment on whether they had any guidance for retailers or banks regarding the penny shortage, or the issues regarding penny circulation. 
The United States is not the first country to transition away from small denomination coins or discontinue out-of-date coins. But in all of these cases, governments wound down the use of their out-of-date coins over a period of, often, years. 
For example, Canada announced it would eliminate its one-cent coin in 2012, transitioning away from one-cent cash transactions starting in 2013 and is still redeeming and recycling one-cent coins a decade later. The "decimalization" process of converting British coins from farthings and shillings to a 100-pence-to-a-pound system took much of the 1960s and early 1970s.
The U.S. removed the penny from commerce abruptly, without any action by Congress or any regulatory guidance for banks, retailers or states. The retail and banking industries, rarely allies in Washington on policy matters related to point-of-sale, are demanding that Washington issue guidance or pass a law fixing the issues that are arising due to the shortage. 

"We don't want the penny back. We just want some sort of clarity from the federal government on what to do, as this issue is only going to get worse," the NACS' Lenard said.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/penny-coins-lincoln-shortage-us-mint-trump-089cf657b3fa4d6dc21533cf6bb08cf3



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Business

    Google's corporate parent posts first-ever quarter with $100B in revenue in latest show of its power
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Google's corporate parent on Wednesday announced its first-ever quarter with more than $100 billion in revenue, a milestone that illustrates the unwavering power of its internet empire amid legal and competitive threats.
The news of Alphabet Inc.'s accelerating growth in revenue and profit comes on the heels of a court ruling in the U.S. Justice Department's landmark monopoly case against Google's dominant search engine that was widely seen as a mild rebuke that wouldn't hobble the company.
Alphabet performed like a powerhouse during the July-September period, delivering a profit of nearly $35 billion, or $2.87 per share, a 33% increase from the same time last year. Revenue rose 16% from last year to $102.3 billion. Both figures easily exceeded the analysts' projections that steer the stock market.
Investors celebrated the third-quarter numbers by driving up Alphabet's stock price more than 6% in Wednesday's extended trading, setting the stage for the shares to reach a new high during Thursday's regular trading session.

    
The gains supplement a 30% surge in Alphabet's shares that has created nearly $770 billion in stockholder wealth since early September. That's when U.S. District Judge Amit Mehta rejected a Justice Department proposal to break up Google to curb the abuses of a search engine that was declared an illegal monopoly last year.



    
        




    




Mehta's cautious handling of Google's search monopoly largely reflected his belief that rapid advances in artificial intelligence technology have already been spawning conversational "answer engines" from rising tech stars such as ChatGPT and Perplexity that are giving consumers more options.

    
    
    
ChatGPT's creator OpenAI and Perplexity have released AI-powered web browsers to compete against Google's industry-leading Chrome browser that the Justice Department had unsuccessfully tried to persuade Mehta to order to be sold.

    
But Google has been implanting more AI features into both its search engine and Chrome, as well as its other products, as part of its effort to protect its turf while also expanding into new technological frontiers. In a sign of the inroads those efforts are making, Alphabet CEO Sundar Pichai disclosed Wednesday that Google's AI-powered Gemini app now has 650 million monthly users.
"We are seeing AI drive real business results across the company," Pichai told analysts during a Wednesday conference call in which he described Google being in "an expansionary moment."
Like other major tech companies, Google has been bankrolling its AI ambitions with a spending spree that has raised worries about a potential bubble that will eventually burst. Alphabet now expects to budget $91 billion to $93 billion for capital expenditures this year, up from $85 billion in its previous quarterly report issued in July, with most of the money earmarked for the massive data centers needed to power AI. Alphabet's chief financial officer, Anat Ashkenazi, told analysts to expect a significant increase in the company's capital expenditures next year and said more specifics will be provided in early 2026.

    
"In a world where AI-driven search volumes are steadily taking market share and reshaping Alphabet's legacy business, this report makes it clear the company isn't ready to give up its lead anytime soon," said Investing.com analyst Thomas Monteiro.
Alphabet has the luxury of drawing upon a lucrative ad network that Google has spent a quarter century building. Google's ad sales totaled $74.2 billion in the third quarter, a 13% increase from last year.
The AI craze has been a boon for Google's Cloud division that oversees data centers for other companies, an endeavor that has turned into the fastest growing part of Alphabet. Google Cloud posted revenue of $15.2 billion in the past quarter, up 34% from last year.
Although Google appears to have fared relatively well in the legal attack on its search engine, it still faces a potentially damaging blow in another case brought by the Justice Department against the technology underlying its ad network.


    
After condemning parts of Google's ad technology as an illegal monopoly earlier this year, U.S. District Judge Leonie Brinkema is considering ways to handcuff the company in the future. The Justice Department is seeking a court order to force Google to sell pieces of its ad network -- an issue that Brinkema isn't expected to rule on until early next year.
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    Young T. rex or a new dinosaur? New bones add to the debate




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by the North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences shows the skull of a tyrannosaur that may be a new species. (North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences via AP)]
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[image: This image provided by North Carolina State University shows Associate Research Professor Lindsay Zanno posing with one of her dinosaur finds at the North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences in downtown Raleigh, N.C. March 25, 2024. (Marc Hall/North Carolina State University via AP)]
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[image: This illustration provided by Friends of the North Carolina State Museum of Natural Sciences shows a possible new group of small tyrannosaurs attacking a young T. rex. (Anthony Hutchings, Friends of the North Carolina State Museum of Natural Sciences via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Scientists have long puzzled over the origins of a mysterious dinosaur excavated in the 1940s: Was it a young T. rex or another type of dinosaur? 
At first, researchers had only a tyrannosaur skull to go by, making it hard to tell if it belonged to a child or adult. Another skull and skeleton nicknamed Jane added to the debate, but didn't settle the controversy. 
Now a research team said there's new evidence that resolves the case. The latest clue comes from a complete skeleton -- first uncovered in 2006 in Montana -- that scientists say identifies the mystery reptile as its own species and not a juvenile Tyrannosaurus rex. 
The discovery "rewrites decades of research on Earth's most famous predator," said study co-author Lindsay Zanno with the North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences and North Carolina State University.

    
Growth rings within the bones found in Montana's Hell Creek Formation told scientists the new dinosaur was an adult about half the size of a fully-fledged T. rex. From growth comparisons to other reptiles like crocodiles, they also found that the major differences between the creature's skull and an adult T. rex's -- changes in bone structure, nerve patterns and sinuses -- were unlikely to form from simply going through puberty.



    
        




    




Signs pointed to a dinosaur that's a distant T. rex cousin known as Nanotyrannus lancensis, the researchers reported in a study published Thursday in the journal Nature.

    
    
    
There's now "more support and evidence than there ever has been" that this T. rex relative could exist, said Holly Woodward, a fossil bone expert from Oklahoma State University who had no role in the new study. But she's not yet convinced that the other mystery skeletons like Jane are something new.
Other independent scientists also said the debate isn't over. The new skeleton is indeed an adult, but it could be a sister species to T. rex and not a distant relative, said vertebrate paleontologist Thomas Carr of Carthage College. 

    
There are similarities between the shape of T. rex's skull and the mystery specimens that keep him from switching camps.
"I don't think this study settles everything," he said. 
Resolving this case of mistaken identity is important to understanding how T. rex grew up, said study co-author James Napoli with Stony Brook University. Another big question is whether T. rex was the main predator prowling toward the end of the age of dinosaurs 67 million years ago -- or whether a tinier, but still mighty predator also roamed.
The new skeleton is dubbed "Dueling Dinosaurs" because it was found intertwined with the bones of a Triceratops, and is currently on display at the North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    China says it's on track to land astronauts on the moon by 2030 ahead of space station mission




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou 21 mission, from left, Zhang Hongzhang, Zhang Lu and Wu Fei attend a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in Jiuquan, northwest China, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: A Chinese family tour a museum showing pictures of China's Long March 2F rocket for the Shenzhou manned space mission as China going to send three astronauts for their routine mission to the space station, in Jiayuguan in China's northwestern Gansu province, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: A man poses for a photo shoot with the astronaut figures on display near a picture showing China's Long March 2F rocket for the Shenzhou manned space mission at a museum as China going to send three astronauts for their routine mission to the space station, in Jiayuguan in China's northwestern Gansu province, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou 21 mission Zhang Lu speaks during a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in Jiuquan, northwest China, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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            Astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou 21 mission Zhang Lu speaks during a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in Jiuquan, northwest China, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou 21 mission, from left, Zhang Hongzhang, Zhang Lu and Wu Fei arrive for a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in Jiuquan, northwest China, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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            By 
            ANDY WONG

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        JIUQUAN, China (AP) -- China said Thursday it's on track to land astronauts on the moon by 2030 as it introduced the next crew of astronauts who will head to its space station as part of the country's ambitious plans to be a leader in space exploration.
"Currently, each program of the research and development work of putting a person on the moon is progressing smoothly," said Zhang Jingbo, spokesman for the China Manned Space Program, citing the Long March 10 rocket, moon landing suits and exploration vehicle, as fruitful efforts of that work. "Our fixed goal of China landing a person on the moon by 2030 is firm."
China is also preparing to send up its latest rotation of astronauts who make up part of the ongoing mission to complete the Tiangong space station, part of its broader space exploration plans. Each team stays inside the station for six months, conducting research.

    
The latest crew joining others on the station will be made up of Zhang Lu, Wu Fei and Zhang Hongzhang. They will take off from the Jiuquan launch center Friday at 11:44 p.m. in China. Zhang was previously part of the Shenzhou 15 mission to the station. For Wu and Zhang, this will be their first time in space. 



    
        




    




The astronauts will also carry four mice with them on this trip, two male and two female. They will study the effects of weightlessness and confinement on the animals.

China began work on the Tiangong, or "Heavenly Palace," after the country was excluded from the International Space Station over U.S. national security concerns over the Chinese space program's direct link to the People's Liberation Army.
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                    Science

    The International Space Station marks 25 years of nonstop human presence in orbit




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: In this undated photo provided by NASA on Tuesday, March 1, 2016, astronaut Scott Kelly looks out the cupola of the International Space Station. (NASA via AP, File)]
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            In this undated photo provided by NASA on Tuesday, March 1, 2016, astronaut Scott Kelly looks out the cupola of the International Space Station. (NASA via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Soyuz booster is mounted to the launch pad at the Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakstan, Sunday, Oct. 29, 2000, ahead of the launch of U.S. astronaut Bill Shepherd, and Russian cosmonauts Sergei Krikalyov and Yuri Gidzenko to be the first residents on the International Space Station. (AP Photo/Mikhail Metzel, File)]
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            The Soyuz booster is mounted to the launch pad at the Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakstan, Sunday, Oct. 29, 2000, ahead of the launch of U.S. astronaut Bill Shepherd, and Russian cosmonauts Sergei Krikalyov and Yuri Gidzenko to be the first residents on the International Space Station. (AP Photo/Mikhail Metzel, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russia's Mission Control center monitors the crew floating inside the International Space Station, from at Korolyov, just outside Moscow, Thursday, Nov. 2, 2000. The central screen shows American astronaut Bill Shepherd, right, Russian cosmonauts Yuri Gidzenko, center, and Sergei Krikalev, left. (AP Photo/Mikhail Metzel, File)]
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[image: In this image from video provided by NASA, the International Space Station Alpha is seen against the Northern Atlantic Ocean after the space shuttle Endeavour undocked, Sunday, April 29, 2001. (AP Photo/NASA TV, File)]
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            In this image from video provided by NASA, the International Space Station Alpha is seen against the Northern Atlantic Ocean after the space shuttle Endeavour undocked, Sunday, April 29, 2001. (AP Photo/NASA TV, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image from television, space station commander Yury Usachev, left, welcomes California millionaire Dennis Tito, center, and Russian cosmonauts Talgat Musabayev, right, to the International Space Station on Monday, April 30, 2001. (AP Photo/APTN, File)]
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            In this image from television, space station commander Yury Usachev, left, welcomes California millionaire Dennis Tito, center, and Russian cosmonauts Talgat Musabayev, right, to the International Space Station on Monday, April 30, 2001. (AP Photo/APTN, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by NASA, astronaut Robert L. Curbeam Jr., left, and European Space Agency astronaut Christer Fuglesang, participate in a spacewalk during construction of the International Space Station on Dec. 12, 2006. In the background are New Zealand and the Pacific Ocean. (NASA via AP, File)]
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            In this photo provided by NASA, astronaut Robert L. Curbeam Jr., left, and European Space Agency astronaut Christer Fuglesang, participate in a spacewalk during construction of the International Space Station on Dec. 12, 2006. In the background are New Zealand and the Pacific Ocean. (NASA via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by NASA, Canadian astronaut Chris Hadfield plays guitar in the cupola module of the International Space Station on Dec. 25, 2012. (NASA via AP)]
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            In this photo provided by NASA, Canadian astronaut Chris Hadfield plays guitar in the cupola module of the International Space Station on Dec. 25, 2012. (NASA via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The International Space Station is seen from the space shuttle Atlantis on July 19, 2011, after it left the orbiting complex. (NASA via AP, File)]
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            The International Space Station is seen from the space shuttle Atlantis on July 19, 2011, after it left the orbiting complex. (NASA via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo made available by NASA, astronaut Chris Cassidy, Expedition 36 flight engineer, exercises on the advanced Resistive Exercise Device (aRED) in the Tranquility node of the International Space Station on Aug. 31, 2013. (NASA via AP, File)]
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            In this photo made available by NASA, astronaut Chris Cassidy, Expedition 36 flight engineer, exercises on the advanced Resistive Exercise Device (aRED) in the Tranquility node of the International Space Station on Aug. 31, 2013. (NASA via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by NASA, European Space Agency astronaut Luca Parmitano, Expedition 36 flight engineer, participates in a spacewalk outside the International Space Station on July 16, 2013, before he reported water floating behind his head inside his helmet. (NASA via AP)]
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            In this photo provided by NASA, European Space Agency astronaut Luca Parmitano, Expedition 36 flight engineer, participates in a spacewalk outside the International Space Station on July 16, 2013, before he reported water floating behind his head inside his helmet. (NASA via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This Jan. 16, 2016 photo provided by NASA shows a blooming zinnia flower grown aboard the International Space Station. (Scott Kelly/NASA via AP, File)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            11 of 17 | 
            This Jan. 16, 2016 photo provided by NASA shows a blooming zinnia flower grown aboard the International Space Station. (Scott Kelly/NASA via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by NASA on Wednesday, Aug. 22, 2018 shows Hurricane Lane as seen from the International Space Station. (NASA via AP, File)]
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            This image provided by NASA on Wednesday, Aug. 22, 2018 shows Hurricane Lane as seen from the International Space Station. (NASA via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by NASA on Friday, Oct. 4, 2019, astronauts Christina Koch, right, and, Jessica Meir pose for a photo on the International Space Station. (NASA via AP)]
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            In this photo provided by NASA on Friday, Oct. 4, 2019, astronauts Christina Koch, right, and, Jessica Meir pose for a photo on the International Space Station. (NASA via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image from video provided by NASA, astronauts Doug Hurley, left, and Bob Behnken prepare for undocking from the International Space Station, aboard the SpaceX Crew Dragon capsule on Saturday, Aug. 1, 2020. (NASA via AP, File)]
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            In this image from video provided by NASA, astronauts Doug Hurley, left, and Bob Behnken prepare for undocking from the International Space Station, aboard the SpaceX Crew Dragon capsule on Saturday, Aug. 1, 2020. (NASA via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by NASA, astronauts Suni Williams and Butch Wilmore, both Expedition 71 flight engineers, make pizza aboard the International Space Station's galley located inside the Unity module on Sept. 9, 2024. Items are attached to the galley using tape and velcro to keep them from flying away in the microgravity environment. (NASA via AP, File)]
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            In this photo provided by NASA, astronauts Suni Williams and Butch Wilmore, both Expedition 71 flight engineers, make pizza aboard the International Space Station's galley located inside the Unity module on Sept. 9, 2024. Items are attached to the galley using tape and velcro to keep them from flying away in the microgravity environment. (NASA via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image from video provided by NASA, astronaut Don Pettit, bottom center, hugs Kirill Peskov as astronauts greet each other after a SpaceX capsule docked with the International Space Station, Sunday, March 16, 2025. (NASA via AP, File)]
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            In this image from video provided by NASA, astronaut Don Pettit, bottom center, hugs Kirill Peskov as astronauts greet each other after a SpaceX capsule docked with the International Space Station, Sunday, March 16, 2025. (NASA via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Roscosmos shows the International Space Station from a Russian Soyuz MS-19 spaceship after undocking on March 30, 2022. (Roscosmos State Space Corporation via AP, File)]
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            This photo provided by Roscosmos shows the International Space Station from a Russian Soyuz MS-19 spaceship after undocking on March 30, 2022. (Roscosmos State Space Corporation via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MARCIA DUNN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- It's an unprecedented space streak: 25 years of people living off-planet without even a moment's pause.
The International Space Station marks a quarter-century of continuous occupancy this weekend, boasting a guest list of nearly 300 -- mostly professional astronauts but also the occasional space tourist and movie director. The first full-time residents opened the hatch on Nov. 2, 2000.
With only five years left at the scientific outpost, NASA is counting on private companies to launch their own orbiting stations with an even bigger and wider clientele.
Here's a look at what has been and what is ahead:

    
The space station's first astronauts
NASA's Bill Shepherd and Russia's Sergei Krikalev and Yuri Gidzenko took off in a Russian Soyuz rocket from Kazakhstan on Oct. 31, 2000. They reached the dark, humid, three-room station two days later and spent almost five months on board, making the place not only functional but hospitable. 
Shepherd, a former Navy SEAL who retired in 2002, serves on a space station advisory committee with Krikalev, now a high-ranking Russian space official.
While relations between the U.S. and Russia are "quite bad" on the national level, "person to person and even space agency to space agency, they're actually quite good," Shepherd told The Associated Press.

    
    
    
290 visitors and counting 
By NASA's count, 290 people from 26 countries have visited the space station. Seven are up there right now, representing the U.S., Russia and Japan. 
Most of the visitors have flown courtesy of their homelands. 
The first to pay his own way -- California businessman Dennis Tito -- launched with the Russians in 2001 over NASA's objections. Hungry for cash, Russia continued flying private clients, including a Russian movie crew in 2021. 
NASA now embraces space tourism, inviting private crews for two-week stays. Dropping by the station a few months ago were the first astronauts in decades from India, Poland and Hungary, accompanied by the station's first female commander, Peggy Whitson. "Space brings people together," she noted.

    
Close calls aboard the space station 
Operations may look easy and ho-hum as astronauts come and go, but "there's nothing routine about it," former NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine said at a recent presentation.
Among the more serious stumbles: a spacewalker's near-drowning, a docking that sent the station into a wild spin, persistent cracks and air leaks, and the ever-growing threat of space junk. 
Shepherd is surprised it's still going strong. "The fact that it's more than twice its design life on a lot of things is pretty remarkable," he said.
Touches of home 
Space station life has improved drastically since Shepherd and his crew toughed it out. 
"It's a four-star hotel now," he said. "You couldn't ask for better accommodations, at least in space." 
Now the size of a football field with multiple labs, the station has an internet phone for astronauts' personal use and a glassed-in cupola, or dome, for prime Earth views and performances. 
Canada's guitar-playing astronaut Chris Hadfield famously performed David Bowie's "Space Oddity" and other tunes from that perch more than a decade ago.
Experimental hothouses also have added color and zip, yielding chile peppers and zinnias. An espresso machine even got a brief tryout, as did a cookie-baking oven. But there's still no shower or laundry -- sponge baths only, with dirty clothes tossed instead of washed.

    
Highs and lows of station life 
Astronauts have gotten married and welcomed newborn children while serving on the space station. One of the new space dads -- Mike Fincke -- is up there again, more than 20 years after he dialed in from orbit to his wife's delivery room. 
Station residents have also dealt with heartbreak. An astronaut's mother was killed in a car accident in 2007. And in 2011, Scott Kelly was midway through a five-month stay when his sister-in-law, U.S. Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, was shot in the head and survived. 
Others have had to cope with delayed returns, the most recent and extreme case involving stuck astronauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams. Their planned weeklong test flight of Boeing's new Starliner capsule turned into a station stay of more than nine months, with NASA switching to SpaceX for the return trip.

    
Science in zero gravity 
Thousands of experiments have been conducted, many on the astronauts themselves. Medical tests took on increased urgency several years ago when an astronaut discovered a blood clot in one of their jugular veins. Doctors oversaw treatment from afar until the patient was safely back home. 
NASA also launched a twins study with the Kelly brothers. Scott Kelly took part in NASA's first yearlong expedition in 2015 and 2016, comparing his body with identical twin Mark's on the ground. Mark Kelly also contributed to astronomy, leading a shuttle mission to deliver and install a cosmic particle detector. Upgrades are planned next year.

    
SpaceX will handle the station's demise
NASA is paying SpaceX nearly $1 billion to boot the space station from orbit in early 2031. The company will launch a heavy-duty capsule to dock with the station and steer it to a fiery reentry over the Pacific. 
Before that happens, Axiom Space will remove the module it plans to send to the station. That free-flying module will form the nucleus of Axiom's own space station. Other companies are working on their own concepts. 
NASA wants to avoid a gap between the International Space Station and its successors, preserving America's continued human presence in orbit.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Oddities

    Giant, floating pumpkin races draw large crowds to annual event in Oregon
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            Dressed as Buddy from the movie "Elf, Gary Kristensen won the first regatta of the day, paddling in a giant pumpkin. (AP Video: Claire Rush)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gary Kristensen, dressed up as the character Buddy from the holiday movie "Elf," celebrates after winning a race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Gary Kristensen, dressed up as the character Buddy from the holiday movie "Elf," celebrates after winning a race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nina Richards, dressed as Shrek, races in a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Nina Richards, dressed as Shrek, races in a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jon Sestak, dressed as Elvis, is helped out of the loading area ahead of his race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Jon Sestak, dressed as Elvis, is helped out of the loading area ahead of his race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: From left, Brod Salo, Julia, Rae Nathanson and Ellis Lorant pose with a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            From left, Brod Salo, Julia, Rae Nathanson and Ellis Lorant pose with a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People race giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            People race giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A child points to people racing giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            A child points to people racing giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            CLAIRE RUSH

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        TUALATIN, Ore. (AP) -- Hoisting his kayak paddle in the air triumphantly, Gary Kristensen celebrated as he crossed the finish line, victorious in his giant, floating pumpkin.
Dressed up as the character Buddy from Will Ferrell's holiday movie "Elf," Kristensen won the first race in the annual event over the weekend in Tualatin, Oregon. The Portland suburb has hosted the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta since 2004, drawing large crowds who cheer on costumed participants as they race around a small human-made lake in humongous pumpkins that have been carved out, allowing them to float.
"You've got an exciting activity that crowds love, you've got the costumes, cheering people, spectacle, pumpkins sinking, it has everything," Kristensen said after emerging victorious in the first race of Sunday's event in a 936-pound (425-kilogram) pumpkin.

    
For Kristensen, who has competed in the regatta since 2013, the activity has become much more than a once-annual affair. Earlier this year, he claimed a Guinness World Record for longest journey by pumpkin boat after paddling some 58 miles (94 kilometers) on the Columbia River -- breaking the record he had set the previous year.
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[image: This image released by Harvest, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, shows a recipe for fish sticks on a rustic Italian salad called panzanella. (Eric Wolfinger/Harvest via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A recipe for Fish Stick Panzanella from 'The Blue Food Cookbook' elevates a frozen staple
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Queensland state Minister for Education, John-Paul Langbroek speaks to media during a press conference in Sydney, Australia, on Aug. 22, 2025. (Steven Markham/AAP Image via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Studying the wrong ancient Roman ruler gets Australian high school seniors out of a history exam
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman smells samples during the exhibition "The Secret Power of Scents", showing the history of scent from antiquity to the present as a sensory experience at the Kunstpalast art museum in Duesseldorf, Germany, Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                German scents exhibition combines 1,000 years of fragrances with art and history
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




The niche endeavor has also become a passion for Brad Bahns, who participated in his fourth regatta dressed up as a character from the TV series "Squid Game." He described the fun in growing his own pumpkin -- which took six months -- and "getting to culminate the season by putting it in the lake and paddling with our friends."

    
    
    
At 1,376 pounds (624 kilomgrams), the weight of his pumpkin this year marked a personal record for him.
"It's kind of an addiction at this point," he said.
In the early morning rain, before the races got underway, workers operated fork lifts and heavy machinery to lift the enormous pumpkins and transfer them to the water. Growers and competitors then wielded saws and knives to cut a hole in the top of their pumpkins, and scooped out the goopy insides with spoons, scrapers and their bare hands so that they could sit inside.

    
The more innards that are removed, the lighter the pumpkin becomes, giving its captain a competitive edge by allowing swifter travel. By the time the carving was done, there were enough discarded seeds and pulp to fill a dumpster.
Members of the Pacific Giant Vegetable Growers, who grow the pumpkins for the regatta, were the competitors in the first race. On its website, the gardening association describes itself as "focused on the fun-filled, competitive hobby of growing obscenely large vegetables."
Aboard pumpkins of differing orange and yellow hues, their costumes varied from celebrity chef Guy Fieri and a UPS delivery man with cardboard boxes stacked on the back of his pumpkin, to Elvis and a person in a hot dog suit. Someone dressed up as Luigi, the character from Nintendo's Mario games with a trademark green cap and shirt, had a green pumpkin to match. 

In another race, a participant wore a Shrek costume and green face paint, mirroring some fans in the crowd who also dressed up as the lovable ogre from the popular films.
When asked what it takes to grow a massive pumpkin, Kristensen shared his simple recipe for success: "Good seeds, good soil, good luck, hard work."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/giant-pumpkin-regatta-race-oregon-tualatin-e51831205b13592259fbd85bc4f29358
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                    Oddities

    An elephant family smashed pumpkins at the Oregon Zoo. But this baby just wanted to play ball
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            A baby elephant at the Oregon Zoo had more tricks than treats when handlers gave it a small pumpkin to play with during the annual "Squishing of the Squash" where giant elephants smash half-ton pumpkins.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the Oregon Zoo shows Asian elephant calf Tula-Tu plays with a pumpkin at the Oregon Zoo in Portland, Ore., Thursday, Oct. 16, 2025. (Kathy Street/Oregon Zoo via AP)]
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            This photo provided by the Oregon Zoo shows Asian elephant calf Tula-Tu plays with a pumpkin at the Oregon Zoo in Portland, Ore., Thursday, Oct. 16, 2025. (Kathy Street/Oregon Zoo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- A baby elephant at the Oregon Zoo had more tricks than treats to show when handlers gave it a small pumpkin to play with during an annual fall event where giant elephants smash half-ton pumpkins. 
Weighing just 775 pounds (351.5 kilograms), eight-month-old Asian elephant Tula-Tu is about the heft of one of the giant pumpkins so is too small to smash them. Instead, zoo handlers gave her a small pumpkin to practice with. The little elephant dribbled the gourd around like a soccer ball, a video from the zoo shows.
Her elephant family at the Oregon Zoo enjoyed the large pumpkins on Oct. 16 at the annual "Squishing of the Squash," a tradition that goes back to 1999 when a farmer donated a pumpkin weighing 828 pounds (376 kilograms). The donated pumpkins have gotten bigger, around 1,000 pounds (450 kilograms) this year, thanks to competitive hobbyists at the Pacific Giant Vegetable Growers Club.

    
To break open the gargantuan gourds, zookeepers present them to Tula-Tu's adult relatives like her brother and father who weigh slightly over 10,000 pounds (4,500 kilograms). In a video from the zoo, they appear to delicately place one foot at the top, and gently press down. The pumpkins crack with a loud pop, sending rind and seeds flying. 
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[image: This image released by Harvest, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, shows a recipe for fish sticks on a rustic Italian salad called panzanella. (Eric Wolfinger/Harvest via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A recipe for Fish Stick Panzanella from 'The Blue Food Cookbook' elevates a frozen staple
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Queensland state Minister for Education, John-Paul Langbroek speaks to media during a press conference in Sydney, Australia, on Aug. 22, 2025. (Steven Markham/AAP Image via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Studying the wrong ancient Roman ruler gets Australian high school seniors out of a history exam
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman smells samples during the exhibition "The Secret Power of Scents", showing the history of scent from antiquity to the present as a sensory experience at the Kunstpalast art museum in Duesseldorf, Germany, Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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Past years' videos have shown midsized, young elephants putting both feet on top of the pumpkins but being too light -- or lacking technique -- so the giant vegetables don't burst.

    
    
    
This year the adults elephants smashed the massive pumpkins in front of a cheering crowd of zoo visitors, and then the family of elephants ate the many tons of squash fragments.

Asian elephants like Tula-Tu and her family are considered highly endangered, according to Oregon Zoo officials. There is a fragmented population of around 40,000 to 50,000 such elephants in the wild in places ranging from India to Borneo, a Southeast Asian island straddling Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei. But there have been successful conservation milestones in recent years, including in Cambodia.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/elephant-pumpkin-smash-video-portland-oregon-zoo-1e942f8379ee099847254c6811ba0c29
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    Ah, rats! Researchers say some other critter likely created Chicago's 'rat hole' sidewalk landmark




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Chicago's iconic Rat Hole along the 1900 block of West Roscoe Street in the Roscoe Village neighborhood is seen, Jan. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (Tyler Pasciak LaRiviere/Chicago Sun-Times via AP, File)]
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                                        Ah, rats! 
Researchers think they have debunked the origin of Chicago's so-called "rat hole," one of the Windy City's weirdest local landmarks.
Hold on. The rat hole wasn't what you think. It wasn't some back alley bar that served as a speakeasy for the city's notorious gangster clientele or a tenement stuffed to the brim with junk. It was actually a full-body impression of an unlucky critter that got trapped in wet sidewalk cement in the city's Roscoe Village neighborhood about 20 or 30 years ago. The imprint closely resembles that of a spread-eagled rat, complete with outlines of what appear to be tiny claws, arms and legs and even a tail.
The rat hole went viral early last year after comedian Winslow Dumaine posted a photo of it on X. The post drew curious tourists to the site at all hours, with some leaving coins and other odd objects around the impression as a tribute. 

    
The constant traffic drew complaints from neighbors, though, and in April 2024 someone filled the impression with a substance resembling plaster. City workers eventually removed that slab of sidewalk and took it to the City Hall-County Building. A plaque honoring the rat hole remains at the actual site.
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[image: This image released by Harvest, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, shows a recipe for fish sticks on a rustic Italian salad called panzanella. (Eric Wolfinger/Harvest via AP)]
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[image: Queensland state Minister for Education, John-Paul Langbroek speaks to media during a press conference in Sydney, Australia, on Aug. 22, 2025. (Steven Markham/AAP Image via AP)]
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[image: A woman smells samples during the exhibition "The Secret Power of Scents", showing the history of scent from antiquity to the present as a sensory experience at the Kunstpalast art museum in Duesseldorf, Germany, Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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Researchers hailing from the University of Tennessee, New York Institute of Technology College of Osteopathic Medicine and the University of Calgary published a paper Wednesday in the journal Biology Letters that concludes the rat hole was most likely created not by the titular rodent but a squirrel or a muskrat. 

    
    
    
The researchers studied online photos of the rat hole and compared measurements of the imprint to museum specimens of animals commonly found in the Chicago area. The presence of arms, legs and a tail excluded birds, snakes, frogs and turtles, shrinking the possibilities to a mammal. The claw outlines further reduced the field to rats, mice, squirrels, chipmunks and muskrats, the study said.

    
The creature's long forelimbs, third digits and hind paws were too large for a rat but fell into the measurement ranges for Eastern gray squirrels, fox squirrels and muskrats. The most probable suspect is the Eastern gray squirrel given how abundant that creature is in the Chicago area, the study concluded.
Other researchers have theorized that a squirrel created the imprint, the study acknowledged. Cement is typically wet during the day, and rats are nocturnal and the creature didn't leave any tracks, suggesting a squirrel misjudged a leap or slipped from a branch and landed in the wet cement, the study noted.
The imprint didn't show any sign of a bushy tail, but hair often lacks the rigidity to create deep, well-defined impressions, and it would have been surprising to find such an imprint, the study said.

"We therefore propose that the specimen be rechristened the 'Windy City Sidewalk Squirrel' -- a name more fitting of its likely origins and more aligned with the evidence at hand," they wrote. 
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    Mysterious googly eyes go viral after appearing on public art in Oregon




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a pair of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)]
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            This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a pair of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a a set of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)]
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            This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a a set of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows damage cardboard and tape following the removal of a pair of googly eyes that were placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)]
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            This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows damage cardboard and tape following the removal of a pair of googly eyes that were placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)
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                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- Googly eyes have been appearing on sculptures around the central Oregon city of Bend, delighting many residents and sparking a viral sensation covered widely by news outlets and featured on a popular late-night talk show.
On social media, the city shared photos of googly eyes on installations in the middle of roundabouts that make up its so-called "Roundabout Art Route." One photo shows googly eyes placed on a sculpture of two deer, while another shows them attached to a sphere. It's not yet known who has been putting them on the sculptures.
"While the googly eyes placed on the various art pieces around town might give you a chuckle, it costs money to remove them with care to not damage the art," the city said in its posts.
The Facebook post received hundreds of comments, with many users saying they liked the googly eyes. "My daughter and I went past the flaming chicken today and shared the biggest laugh," one user said, using a nickname for the "Phoenix Rising" sculpture. "We love the googly eyes. This town is getting to be so stuffy. Let's have fun!"

    
Another Facebook user wrote: "I think the googly eyes on the deer specifically are a great look, and they should stay that way."



    
        




    




Others said the city should focus on addressing more important issues, such as homelessness, instead of spending time and money on removing the googly eyes. 

    
    
    
Over the years, the city's sculptures have been adorned with other seasonal decorations, including Santa hats, wreaths, leis. The city doesn't remove those, and views the googly eyes differently because of the adhesive, Bend's communications director, Rene Mitchell, told The Associated Press.
"We really encourage our community to engage with the art and have fun. We just need to make sure that we can protect it and that it doesn't get damaged," she said.
The post and its comments were covered by news outlets, and even made it on a segment of CBS's "The Late Show with Stephen Colbert." The city regrets that its post was misunderstood, Mitchell said.

    
"There was no intent to be heavy-handed, and we certainly understand maybe how that was taken," she said. "We own this large collection of public art and really want to bring awareness to the community that applying adhesives does harm the art. So as stewards of the collection, we wanted to share that on social media."
The city has so far spent $1,500 on removing googly eyes from seven of the eight sculptures impacted, Mitchell said, and has started treating some of the art pieces, which are made of different types of metal such as bronze and steel. The "Phoenix Rising" sculpture might need to be repainted entirely, she said.
For some, the googly eyes -- like the other holiday objects -- provide a welcome boost of seasonal cheer. 

"I look forward to seeing the creativity of whoever it is that decorates the roundabouts during the holidays," one social media commenter said. "Brings a smile to everyone to see silliness."
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    Here's what happens to your body when clocks 'fall back' an hour
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            It's time to move clocks back on Sunday. Daylight saving time ends in the U.S. at 2 a.m. local time, which means setting your clock back an hour.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Clockmakers Rich Finn, left, and Tom Erb adjust the time zone controllers on a series of clocks that'll be installed at Paine Field in Everett, Wash., at the Electric Time Company, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Medfield, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)]
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            Clockmakers Rich Finn, left, and Tom Erb adjust the time zone controllers on a series of clocks that'll be installed at Paine Field in Everett, Wash., at the Electric Time Company, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in Medfield, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The sun rises, seen through morning mist and silhouetted maple leaves, as trees turn to fall foliage colors, Tuesday, Oct. 7, 2025, in Auburn, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)]
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            The sun rises, seen through morning mist and silhouetted maple leaves, as trees turn to fall foliage colors, Tuesday, Oct. 7, 2025, in Auburn, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)
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                                        Plan on a glorious extra hour of sleep as most of America "falls back" into standard time. But make sure to get outside for some morning sun, too -- it'll help your body clock reset faster.
Daylight saving time ends at 2 a.m. local time Sunday, which means you should set your clock back an hour before you go to bed. Standard time will last until March 8 when we will again "spring forward" with the return of daylight saving time.
There's a lot of grumbling about the twice-a-year time changes. The spring switch tends to be harder, losing that hour of sleep we allegedly recover in the fall. But many people also mourn fall's end of daylight saving time, when days already are getting shorter and moving the clocks can mean less daylight after school or work for exercise or outdoor fun.
Some health groups, including the American Medical Association and American Academy of Sleep Medicine, have long urged adopting standard time year-round.

    
New research from Stanford University agrees, finding that switching back-and-forth is the worst option for our health. The study showed sticking with either time option would be a bit healthier, but they found permanent standard time is slightly better -- because it aligns more with the sun and human biology, what's called our circadian rhythm.
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[image: Kids from Ossie Wera Mitchell Middle School exit the bus in Birmingham, Ala. on Jan 20, 2009. (AP Photo/Butch Dill, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Age isn't everything when deciding if a child is ready to be home alone
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A family walks down a corridor at Lee Hall as college students begin moving in for the fall semester at N.C. State University in Raleigh, N.C., July 31, 2020. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The nest is empty: Parents grapple with mixed emotions after children move out
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: (AP Illustration / Peter Hamlin)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Why the search for meaning can cause 'purpose anxiety,' and what to do about it
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




"The best way to think about it is as if the central clock were like a conductor of an orchestra and each of the organs were a different instrument," said Jamie Zeitzer, who co-directs Stanford's Center for Sleep and Circadian Sciences.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


More light in the morning and less at night is key to keeping that rhythm on schedule -- all the instruments in sync. When the clock is regularly disrupted by time changes or other reasons, he said each of the body's organ systems, such as the immune system or metabolism, "just works a little less well."

    
    
    
Most countries do not observe daylight saving time. For those that do -- mostly in North America and Europe -- the date that clocks are changed varies. In the U.S., Arizona and Hawaii don't change and stay on standard time.
Here's what to know about the twice-yearly ritual.

    
How the body reacts to light
The brain has a master clock that is set by exposure to sunlight and darkness. This circadian rhythm is a roughly 24-hour cycle that determines when we become sleepy and when we're more alert. The patterns change with age, one reason that early-to-rise youngsters evolve into hard-to-wake teens.
Morning light resets the rhythm. By evening, levels of a hormone called melatonin begin to surge, triggering drowsiness. Too much light in the evening -- whether from later time outdoors doing daylight saving time or from artificial light like computer screens -- delays that surge and the cycle gets out of sync. 
And that circadian clock affects more than sleep, also influencing things like heart rate, blood pressure, stress hormones and metabolism.

    
How do time changes affect sleep?
Even an hour change on the clock can throw off sleep schedules because even though the clocks change, work and school start times stay the same.
The spring change to daylight saving time can be a little rougher as darker mornings and lighter evenings make it harder to fall asleep on time. Those first few days have been linked to increases in car crashes and even an uptick in heart attacks.
Some people with seasonal affective disorder, a type of depression usually linked to the shorter days and less sunlight of fall and winter, may struggle too.
Many people easily adjust, like how they recover from jet lag after traveling. But a time change can add pressure on shift workers whose schedules already are out of sync with the sun, or those regularly sleep-deprived for other reasons.
About 1 in 3 U.S. adults sleep less than the recommended seven-plus hours nightly, and more than half of U.S. teens don't get the recommended eight-plus hours on weeknights.
Chronic sleep deprivation is linked to heart disease, cognitive decline, obesity and numerous other problems. 
How to prepare for the time change
In both fall and spring, changing bedtimes by as little as 15 minutes a night in the days before the change can help ease into it.
But sunshine in the morning is critical to helping reset your circadian rhythm for healthful sleep. If you can't get outdoors, sit by windows.

    
Will the US ever get rid of the time change? 
In Congress, a bill named the Sunshine Protection Act that proposes making daylight saving time permanent has stalled in recent years.
____

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/daylight-saving-time-health-effects-body-b67f3f0c00774851514c7fc80913c7c4



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Business

    Mistake-filled legal briefs show the limits of relying on AI tools at work
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Judges around the world are dealing with a growing problem: legal briefs that were generated with the help of artificial intelligence and submitted with errors such as citations to cases that don't exist, according to attorneys and court documents.
The trend serves as a cautionary tale for people who are learning to use AI tools at work. Many employers want to hire workers who can use the technology to help with tasks such as conducting research and drafting reports. As teachers, accountants and marketing professionals begin engaging with AI chatbots and assistants to generate ideas and improve productivity, they're also discovering the programs can make mistakes. 
A French data scientist and lawyer, Damien Charlotin, has catalogued at least 490 court filings in the past six months that contained "hallucinations," which are AI responses that contain false or misleading information. The pace is accelerating as more people use AI, he said.

    
"Even the more sophisticated player can have an issue with this," Charlotin said. "AI can be a boon. It's wonderful, but also there are these pitfalls."
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[image: Kids from Ossie Wera Mitchell Middle School exit the bus in Birmingham, Ala. on Jan 20, 2009. (AP Photo/Butch Dill, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Age isn't everything when deciding if a child is ready to be home alone
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A family walks down a corridor at Lee Hall as college students begin moving in for the fall semester at N.C. State University in Raleigh, N.C., July 31, 2020. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The nest is empty: Parents grapple with mixed emotions after children move out
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Charlotin, a senior research fellow at HEC Paris, a business school located just outside France's capital city, created a database to track cases in which a judge ruled that generative AI produced hallucinated content such as fabricated case law and false quotes. The majority of rulings are from U.S. cases in which plaintiffs represented themselves without an attorney, he said. While most judges issued warnings about the errors, some levied fines. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


But even high-profile companies have submitted problematic legal documents. A federal judge in Colorado ruled that a lawyer for MyPillow Inc., filed a brief containing nearly 30 defective citations as part of a defamation case against the company and founder Michael Lindell. 

    
    
    
The legal profession isn't the only one wrestling with AI's foibles. The AI overviews that appear at the top of web search result pages frequently contain errors. 

    
And AI tools also raise privacy concerns. Workers in all industries need to be cautious about the details they upload or put into prompts to ensure they're safeguarding the confidential information of employers and clients. 
Legal and workplace experts share their experiences with AI's mistakes and describe perils to avoid.
Think of AI as an assistant
Don't trust AI to make big decisions for you. Some AI users treat the tool as an intern to whom you assign tasks and whose completed work you expect to check. 
"Think about AI as augmenting your workflow," said Maria Flynn, CEO of Jobs for the Future, a nonprofit focused on workforce development. It can act as an assistant for tasks such as drafting an email or researching a travel itinerary, but don't think of it as a substitute that can do all of the work, she said.
When preparing for a meeting, Flynn experimented with an in-house AI tool, asking it to suggest discussion questions based on an article she shared with the team. 
"Some of the questions it proposed weren't the right context really for our organization, so I was able to give it some of that feedback ... and it came back with five very thoughtful questions," she said.

    
Check for accuracy
Flynn also has found problems in the output of the AI tool, which still is in a pilot stage. She once asked it to compile information on work her organization had done in various states. But the AI tool was treating completed work and funding proposals as the same thing. 
"In that case, our AI tool was not able to identify the difference between something that had been proposed and something that had been completed," Flynn said. 
Luckily, she had the institutional knowledge to recognize the errors. "If you're new in an organization, ask coworkers if the results look accurate to them," Flynn suggested.
While AI can help with brainstorming, relying on it to provide factual information is risky. Take the time to check the accuracy of what AI generates, even if it's tempting to skip that step. 
"People are making an assumption because it sounds so plausible that it's right, and it's convenient," Justin Daniels, an Atlanta-based attorney and shareholder with the law firm Baker Donelson, said. "Having to go back and check all the cites, or when I look at a contract that AI has summarized, I have to go back and read what the contract says, that's a little inconvenient and time-consuming, but that's what you have to do. As much as you think the AI can substitute for that, it can't."

    
Be careful with notetakers

    

It can be tempting to use AI to record and take notes during meetings. Some tools generate useful summaries and outline action steps based on what was said. 
But many jurisdictions require the consent of participants prior to recording conversations. Before using AI to take notes, pause and consider whether the conversation should be kept privileged and confidential, said Danielle Kays, a Chicago-based partner at law firm Fisher Phillips.
Consult with colleagues in the legal or human resources departments before deploying a notetaker in high-risk situations such as investigations, performance reviews or legal strategy discussions, she suggested.
"People are claiming that with use of AI there should be various levels of consent, and that is something that is working its way through the courts," Kays said. "That is an issue that I would say companies should continue to watch as it is litigated."
Protecting confidential information

If you're using free AI tools to draft a memo or marketing campaign, don't tell it identifying information or corporate secrets. Once you've uploaded that information, it's possible others using the same tool might find it. 
That's because when other people ask an AI tool questions, it will search available information, including details you revealed, as it builds its answer, Flynn said. "It doesn't discern whether something is public or private," she added.
Seek schooling
If your employer doesn't offer AI training, try experimenting with free tools such as ChatGPT or Microsoft Copilot. Some universities and tech companies offer classes that can help you develop your understanding of how AI works and ways it can be useful. 
A course that teaches people how to construct the best AI prompts or hands-on courses that provide opportunities to practice are valuable, Flynn said. 
Despite potential problems with the tools, learning how they work can be beneficial at a time when they're ubiquitous.
"The largest potential pitfall in learning to use AI is not learning to use it at at all," Flynn said. "We're all going to need to become fluent in AI, and taking the early steps of building your familiarity, your literacy, your comfort with the tool is going to be critically important."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well
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    A good shower is a simple shower, no matter what influencers recommend




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Water flows from a shower head on Wednesday, Aug. 12, 2020, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)]
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                                        You may be seeing elaborate shower cleansing routines on social media: daily exfoliation, double cleansing, antibacterial soap, loads of scented body scrubs and shower oils. 
"I'm kind of appalled by the shower routines," said Dr. Olga Bunimovich, a practicing dermatologist and assistant professor at the University of Pittsburgh.
The multistep processes that have inspired people to spend endless amounts of time sudsing up can harm your skin -- and the environment. Dermatologists say it's all mostly unnecessary. 
"Your skin is a barrier," said Dr. Nicole Negbenebor, a dermatologic surgeon at University of Iowa Health Care. "It's one of the biggest barriers you have. It's you in your natural elements. So you want to treat it right, and then sometimes there can be too much of a good thing."
Here's what to know about how to take a basic shower and indicators that you've gone too far with your routine.

    
The basics of showering
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[image: This image released by Harvest, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, shows a recipe for fish sticks on a rustic Italian salad called panzanella. (Eric Wolfinger/Harvest via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A recipe for Fish Stick Panzanella from 'The Blue Food Cookbook' elevates a frozen staple
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Queensland state Minister for Education, John-Paul Langbroek speaks to media during a press conference in Sydney, Australia, on Aug. 22, 2025. (Steven Markham/AAP Image via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Studying the wrong ancient Roman ruler gets Australian high school seniors out of a history exam
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman smells samples during the exhibition "The Secret Power of Scents", showing the history of scent from antiquity to the present as a sensory experience at the Kunstpalast art museum in Duesseldorf, Germany, Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                German scents exhibition combines 1,000 years of fragrances with art and history
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    





A shower is a relatively simple routine that usually doesn't require 10 steps or a plethora of products.
A daily shower with lukewarm water and a fragrance-free hypoallergenic cleanser -- followed by hydrating lotion or oil afterward -- will do the trick. 
Don't plan to stay in the shower too long or turn the water temperature too high -- it can strip your skin of the natural oils it needs to maintain its barrier, leaving it vulnerable to dryness and irritation.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


When it comes to soaps, use one meant for sensitive skin. Antibacterial soaps are popular, but experts said they dry out your skin too much for daily use. (However, they can be beneficial for people with an autoimmune skin condition called hidradenitis suppurativa, which causes painful boils and abscesses on the skin.)

    
    
    
Oils can be beneficial for your skin once you're damp and out of the shower, Negbenebor said. But it's important to remember that oil isn't a moisturizer, but a sealant. The water hydrates your skin, but the oil will lock in that moisture. 
"It's nice to hear about skincare routines that do involve both cleansing and also providing hydration," Dr. Lisa Akintilo, a dermatologist at NYU Langone Health, "because that's missing in a lot of people's skin care routine."

    
"Double cleansing" is unnecessary
Some influencers suggest that a skin care routine isn't complete without exfoliation and what's called double cleansing. 
The latter is typically reserved for facial skincare routines, especially when you're wearing makeup, and involves using an oil-based cleanser to break down makeup and excess oil followed by a water-based cleanser to remove any remaining residue. 
Experts said you don't need to bring that practice to the full body. 
"Not only do I not think that we need to double cleanse our skin ... people overuse soap all the time," Bunimovich said. "You should not be soaping up all of your skin, period." Instead, Bunimovich added, wash your privates and your skin folds. 

    
Exfoliate -- but not too much
Exfoliation is meant to remove dead skin cells off our body, and is good for our skin, experts said. But doing it daily could cause a mound of problems, especially if you have dry skin or skin conditions like eczema or acne. 
Manual exfoliation -- that is when you use a body scrub or a rougher loofah -- should be done sparingly to avoid irritation. 
If you see rashes on your skin after exfoliation, it may be a sign you're over doing it. 
A more gentle way of exfoliating is using products that have lactic or glycolic acid, dermatologists said, but not all the time.
Save water, shorten your shower

Showers account for nearly 17% of Americans' indoor water use, the Environmental Protection Agency says.
Multiple states in moderate to severe drought conditions have called for water conservation efforts this year -- including taking shorter showers. 
If you want to get clean and retain your natural oils, a lukewarm shower that gives you enough time to clean your body should do the trick in most cases.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content. 
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    Wedding etiquette includes being mindful of how much it costs guests to attend




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A Groomsman takes a break after finishing bridal party photos at a wedding on Saturday, Aug. 23, 2025, in Newtown, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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[image: Bridesmaids use fans for shade and to keep cool during bridal pictures before a wedding Saturday, Aug. 23, 2025, in Newtown, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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[image: A bouquet of flowers rests on a chair ahead of a Valentine's Day group wedding ceremony at the Dade County Courthouse in Miami, Friday, Feb. 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)]
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            A bouquet of flowers rests on a chair ahead of a Valentine's Day group wedding ceremony at the Dade County Courthouse in Miami, Friday, Feb. 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Guests sit inside during cocktail hour as empty chairs sit outside during a wedding Saturday, Aug. 23, 2025, in Newtown, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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[image: A groom, left, places a ring on the finger of the bride during their Valentines Day wedding ceremony Friday, Feb. 14, 2025, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Weddings are meant to be celebrations of love. They also may require invited guests to make a financial commitment that brings them stress. 
Whether it's paying for hotels and flights to attend a destination wedding or different outfits and gifts for multiple pre-wedding events, friends and extended family often feel pressure to spend a large amount of money before the couple gets married. 
A sense of obligation and budget constraints can create resentment, hurt feelings and misunderstandings among friends and family. Future spouses who are trying to plan their dream wedding and are worried about their own expenses might want to factor in their guests' potential costs.
"Money is part of how we show up for one another," Christine Hargrove, a licensed therapist who serves as assistant director of the Love and Money Center at the University of Georgia. "But don't let finances get in the way of lifelong friendships or family relationships that are healthy and supportive."

    
Hargrove often sees budgeting issues becoming friendship issues for couples and members of their wedding party. While asking someone to be a groomsman or a bridesmaid usually is intended to show appreciation, sometimes left unacknowledged is the possible financial burden of being part of a bachelor or bachelorette party, as well as the big day itself. 
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[image: Kids from Ossie Wera Mitchell Middle School exit the bus in Birmingham, Ala. on Jan 20, 2009. (AP Photo/Butch Dill, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Age isn't everything when deciding if a child is ready to be home alone
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A family walks down a corridor at Lee Hall as college students begin moving in for the fall semester at N.C. State University in Raleigh, N.C., July 31, 2020. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The nest is empty: Parents grapple with mixed emotions after children move out
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                Why the search for meaning can cause 'purpose anxiety,' and what to do about it
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




"If somebody says 'I care about you, I really want to come to your wedding but I absolutely cannot afford five days in the Caribbean on top of already going to a wedding,' don't take it personally," Hargrove advises. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Conversations surrounding money can be very emotional, but everyone involved will benefit if they approach the topic with understanding, recommended Hargrove. 

    
    
    
"Couples have to keep in mind that people do have different budgets, different backgrounds. People have different work responsibilities and capabilities of taking PTO," said Sarah Schreiber, a former magazine weddings editor turned wedding consultant.
Here are some recommendations for ways engaged couples can reduce costs for their wedding guests and how guests can participate without going into debt. 

    
FOR COUPLES 



Book different hotel options 
It's customary for the couple getting married to reserve a block of rooms at a discounted rate for their out-of-town guests. Schreiber recommends having at least a couple hotel options at different price ranges. 
Offer to pay for some services
Covering the cost of transportation to and from the wedding venue, paying for childcare if kids are not invited to the celebration, and hosting a morning-after breakfast are other ways couples can make their wedding less expensive for guests, according to Cassie Horrell, a wedding planner based in Pittsburgh. 
"There's little things you can do here and there to be mindful of what costs you can eat for your guests," Horrell said.
Putting a "no gifts" request on your invitations is another way to reduce costs for guests, said Rachel Lawrence, the head of advice and planning for the budgeting app Monarch Money. 
Be up front with your wedding party 
Informing members of the wedding party and other close friends well in advance about what they can expect to pay for a bachelor party abroad or to rent a tuxedo or have their makeup done helps them decide if they can participate, Hargrove said. 
If someone agrees to be part of the wedding party and later learns a bride and groom have expensive tastes, they may feel cornered into spending on a splash they can't afford, she said. 

    
Don't take it personally if a guest cannot attend
If a friend or relative says they cannot attend a pre-wedding event or the wedding itself due to cost, respond in a kind and gracious way, Hargrove advises. 
"Accept it gracefully and you're gonna have a lot fewer issues relationally. It shows a lot of respect, it shows conscientiousness. People appreciate it. And there's a lot fewer hurt feelings," she said. 
FOR GUESTS

Share costs with friends
If the cost of attending a wedding is too high, consider dividing it with a group of friends, said Esther Lee, a deputy editor and wedding expert for The Knot. From sharing a hotel room or sleeping on someone's couch to going in on group trips and splitting the bill for airport transportation, other guests may also be on a budget. 

    
It's OK to skip some events
Between the bachelorette party, the bridal shower and the weekend destination wedding, the costs can pile up. If you want to stay on budget, it's OK to skip some events and choose to attend the ones you think will be the most meaningful for the person getting married. 
"It's hard for people to say no, and we want to show up for everyone. But if it doesn't work with your budget, then you don't want to be going into debt just to try and make it" Chelsea Hodl, a financial planner for the financial services app Domain Money. 
Communicating to your friend or family member ahead of time which events you will be able to attend is recommended. 

    
Save money on your wardrobe
If you're working on a tight budget, wedding attire is a place to cut back. Renting a dress or a tux from online websites like Rent The Runway, Nuuly or Black Tux may be less expensive than buying clothes you'll hardly ever wear. 
Guests also can consider wearing a dress they already own or borrowing one from a friend, The Knot's Lee said. 
"Nobody is judging you for re-wearing something, so don't be your harshest critic," she said. 
Be transparent with your friends 
You don't need to feel ashamed if you cannot afford to attend the wedding of a loved one, Hargrove said. Being honest about the reason why you won't be there for their special day can help prevent negative feelings or misunderstandings. 
"When you are willing to be direct with someone, it just clears the air and it's amazing how powerful, clear, honest and direct self-disclosure can be," Hargrove said.
If you will miss a friend's wedding, try showing your affection for them in another way, such as inviting them to dinner, or sending them flowers on the wedding day. An inexpensive gesture can demonstrate your love without sacrificing yourself and your finances. 
----

The Associated Press receives support from Charles Schwab Foundation for educational and explanatory reporting to improve financial literacy. The independent foundation is separate from Charles Schwab and Co. Inc. The AP is solely responsible for its journalism.
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    A new cookbook ties healthy eating to good sleep




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This cover image released by Simon Element shows "Eat Better, Sleep Better: 75 Recipes and A 28-Day Meal Plan That Unlock the Food-Sleep Connection" by Dr Marie-Pierre St-Onge and Kat Craddock. (Simon Element via AP)]
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                                        Anyone who has ever suffered in bed after eating three slices of pizza could surmise there is some relationship between food and sleep quality.
For Marie-Pierre St-Onge, the director of Columbia University's Center of Excellence for Sleep and Circadian Research, years of studying the relationship confirmed it.
Data from large-scale population studies showed that eating a lot of saturated fat and simple carbohydrates made it harder to get deep, restorative sleep, she said. The inverse was also true. People who don't get enough sleep, for example, were more likely to be obese.
"It's a cycle of having poor sleep leading to poor dietary choices, and lower dietary quality that further propels poor sleep," St-Onge said.
If bad food could keep you awake, she wondered, can good food help you sleep? Her research led to a new cookbook, "Eat Better, Sleep Better," co-written with Kat Craddock, editor-in-chief of the food magazine Saveur.

    
St-Onge said the answer is yes. The book's recipes reflect her findings that people with high-fiber diets report better sleep, and the dishes rely heavily on what she called sleep-supporting ingredients.
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[image: Kids from Ossie Wera Mitchell Middle School exit the bus in Birmingham, Ala. on Jan 20, 2009. (AP Photo/Butch Dill, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Age isn't everything when deciding if a child is ready to be home alone
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A family walks down a corridor at Lee Hall as college students begin moving in for the fall semester at N.C. State University in Raleigh, N.C., July 31, 2020. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The nest is empty: Parents grapple with mixed emotions after children move out
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                Why the search for meaning can cause 'purpose anxiety,' and what to do about it
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Nuts, seeds and whole grains such as barley, buckwheat and kasha contain melatonin, a compound the body also produces naturally to regulate the circadian rhythm. Research suggests the anti-inflammatory properties of ginger and turmeric improve sleep quality, as do the phytochemicals in brightly colored fruits and vegetables like squash, cherries, bananas and beefsteak tomatoes, St-Onge said.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Besides the properties of particular ingredients, the combination of certain foods is key to encouraging your body to produce the hormones it needs to fall and stay sleep, she said. Tryptophan, for example, is an essential amino acid only found in food, but it requires nutrients such as magnesium, zinc and B vitamins to be converted into melatonin and serotonin.

    
    
    
St-Onge noted that people shouldn't expect to fall dead asleep after loading up on certain ingredients at dinner. Food has to be processed, with chemical reactions transforming nutrients over time before they are absorbed.

    
"It's making sure you have a healthy diet across the day to have the nutrients at the ready," she said.
Recipes were developed for every meal of the day, plus snacks and desserts, the authors said. The two then arranged them into a 28-day meal plan designed to improve your sleep.

    
Craddock said developing the recipes came naturally because the research stressed using a variety of foods she likes to cook with anyway. The challenge was making sure the recipes fell within the nutritional requirements.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Simon Element shows a recipe for green spring gumbo with chicken andouille, from the cookbook "Eat Better, Sleep Better: 75 Recipes and A 28-Day Meal Plan That Unlock the Food-Sleep Connection" by Dr Marie-Pierre St-Onge and Kat Craddock. (David Malosh/Simon Element via AP)]
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"My instincts are to go hard on bacon and butter and cheese and heavy cream, and she pared a lot of that back," Craddock said.
Instead of bacon, Craddock said, she could achieve similar flavors with a little olive oil and smoked paprika. "It was a bit of a dance back and forth between my more restaurant approach to making foods delicious and her nutritional goals."
A Creole gumbo recipe, for instance, is inspired more by a vegetarian version often served during Lent than the heavier traditional one. The andouille often used -- a pork product high in saturated fat -- is swapped out for healthier chicken sausage. Adding more than a pound of mixed greens makes it more like a vegetable stew, and brown rice adds a complex carbohydrate.
With numerous charts and scientific research, the book is a practical guide to improving your diet in general. But Craddock said it also introduces people to international ingredients and dishes so they might think beyond what they eat every day.

"If you dig a little deeper and look a little further, there are healthful and flavorful and exciting ingredients from many cultures that are right in our own backyard," she said.
EDITOR'S NOTE: Albert Stumm writes about food, travel and wellness. Find his work at https://www.albertstumm.com
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    Is spending all day on your feet at work an occupational hazard?
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- As a citizen of both France and America, Margaux Lantelme has noticed a difference in how store cashiers work in the two countries: in France, they do their jobs sitting down. In the U.S., where Lantelme works a register at REI, cashiers typically spend eight hours a day on their feet.
For Lantelme, a former kayaking instructor, prolonged standing can trigger flare-ups of chronic pain that limit her mobility. She requested a chair to use during her shift and got one. But after a change in management, she had to fill out paperwork to keep the chair, which required multiple doctor visits and insurance co-payments over a period of months. She's still waiting for final approval.
"Not having access to a chair without approval from a doctor, which costs money and time and energy, is really ridiculous," Lantelme said. "I personally think that people should be able to have access to seating at work anytime they need it."
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[image: Kids from Ossie Wera Mitchell Middle School exit the bus in Birmingham, Ala. on Jan 20, 2009. (AP Photo/Butch Dill, File)]
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Aches, pains and complications
Standing for long periods can lead to low back pain, fatigue, muscle pain and leg swelling, and it can increase the risk of cardiovascular problems and pregnancy complications, according to a review conducted by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health. Researchers there concluded that movement, whether walking or shifting from a standing to a seated or leaning position, appeared to be the best way of reducing those health hazards. 
Being on one's feet for an extended time also can lead to chronic venous insufficiency, a disease in which damaged veins impact blood circulation, according to the Association of periOperative Registered Nurses, which represents operating room nurses.
The association recommends trying "fatigue-reducing techniques such as alternate propping one foot on a footstool, the use of anti-fatigue mats, using a sit-stand stool and wearing supportive footwear," said Lisa Spruce, senior director of evidence-based perioperative practices at AORN.

    
The right to sit down
Many jobs besides nursing require extended standing: department store sales clerks, hairdressers, surgeons, restaurant cooks and airport workers are just some of the people who perform their roles on their feet. 
Cecilia Ortiz, 43, used to work as an airport wheelchair attendant in Phoenix. "It takes a really hard toll on the knees," she said. The break room had three or four chairs, which wasn't enough for everyone, so workers often went to the hallway and sat on the floor, Ortiz said.
She said she once got written up by her boss for sitting down at an electronic device charging station for 15 minutes after she'd been on her feet for five hours without a break. 
Ortiz now works for a warehouse that provides supplies to the airport, and when she needs to sit, she can.
"It's not so strict over there. If we needed to sit down for any reason there wouldn't be a problem," Ortiz said.
Her former employer, Prospect Airport Services, said it adheres to all local, state and federal labor regulations regarding breaks. "Our employees are welcome to take their breaks and meals in our designated break room or in any common-use space throughout the airport," company spokesperson Jackie Reedy said. "This policy allows our employees to choose the location that best suits their needs." 

    
Unionized workers at the Barnes & Nobles store in Manhattan's Union Square have made access to chairs and the right to sit down under certain conditions a part of their negotiations for their first contract.
"The longer I've been at the job, I've started noticing knee issues, especially because we do a lot of bending down and standing back up when we're shelving books and showing customers things and creating displays," bookseller Bear Spiegel, 28, said. "Being able to have a stool available would be really useful just so I could rest my knees for a couple of minutes throughout the day while I'm doing things on the computer while I'm at the registers."
Spiegel's coworkers suggested wearing a knee brace and athletic tape, and those solutions have helped, but it's hard for him to predict what days he'll need the extra support because his symptoms vary each day, he said. 

    
"There have been days that I've requested a stool and thankfully my managers have allowed me to take them out and use them when needed," Spiegel said.
Barnes & Noble uses chairs or stools routinely for those working off the sales floor when it's sensible to do so, but a lot of a bookseller's work is done on the move, including unpacking, sorting and shelving books, a company spokesperson said.
The Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, which represents about 100,000 workers, has been pushing to include in the contracts it negotiates, including at Barnes & Noble, a guaranteed right to sit during work that can be done seated, said Stuart Appelbaum, the union's president.
During one bargaining session, an employer objected to the demand. Union negotiators used a break that emptied the conference room to underline their position. "The employer came back and saw we had removed all chairs from the negotiating table," Appelbaum said. "I think the point was made."
In the end, the union got the chairs it wanted written into the contract, he said.

    
Sitting once was a protected right
Around the turn of the 20th century, most states in the U.S. had laws requiring seating for female workers. Women were increasingly entering the workforce, and there was a fear that if their jobs were too physically taxing, they might not become pregnant, said Eileen Boris, a labor historian and professor at the University of California, Santa Barbara. 
Women were seen as the "mothers of the human race, and thus we have to protect motherhood," Boris added. "Almost every state had laws, but they weren't enforced." 
Those laws were repealed over time because they applied only to women. One reason was that the women's movement was pushing for equal rights, rather than special treatment, Boris said.
Labor movements in other countries were more successful in establishing requirements about seating. "The English shop movement was much stronger and had more men in it than the U.S.," Boris said.
In 1964, the International Labour Organization, a U.N. agency, adopted workplace standards requiring employers to furnish sufficient and suitable seats, as well as reasonable opportunities for workers to use them. More than 50 countries ratified the agreement, but the U.S. was not one of them.
Today, California, Florida, Massachusetts, Montana, New Jersey, Oregon and Wisconsin are among the states with "right to sit" laws that obligate employers to provide suitable seating for all workers, regardless of gender, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures. 
The city of Ann Arbor, Michigan, approved an ordinance in October that requires manufacturers, retail stores, laundromats, hotels, restaurants, hairdressers, barbers and skin care professionals to let workers sit down as along as sitting doesn't interfere with their duties. A statewide bill also was introduced in Michigan last fall. 
___

Have you overcome an obstacle or made a profound change in your work? Send your questions and story ideas to [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Democrats are becoming a force in traditionally conservative The Villages




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves an American flag and cheers as she participates in a golf cart parade following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                                        THE VILLAGES, Fla. (AP) -- The Villages, one of the world's largest retirement communities, has long been known as a conservative stronghold. In the past, left-leaning residents of the central Florida enclave tended to keep their views to themselves, fearing they might be kicked out of their golf group, excluded from the mahjong club, or disinvited from a neighborhood pool party. 
But Vice President Kamala Harris' emergence as the Democratic Party's presidential candidate has given the small, but enthusiastic group a boost of confidence and a push into the light.
"They are beginning to realize that they have a voice and they can use it," said Diane Foley, president of the Villages Democratic Club, which has seen its membership nearly double since the 2020 election cycle, to around 1,500 people.
Prior to that time, she noted, "Democrats have been inclined to be quiet and to not broadcast their political preferences because we were so overwhelmed by the Republican party." 
Parades of golf carts decorated in support of Harris have rolled through the streets, and second gentleman Doug Emhoff recently paid a visit. Meanwhile, Democrats opting to wear a T-shirt or put up a lawn sign in favor of Harris have had neighbors approach them with relief, saying, "We thought we were the only ones."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joe Dubman takes a picture of friends Chris Stanley, wearing an "I have concepts of a plan" T-shirt poking fun at the recent debate performance of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, and Dee Melvin, wearing a shirt showing support for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, as a group of Democratic friends participate in their regular brunch meet-up, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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Still, most say they choose not to talk politics openly, to avoid tension in Wildwood-The Villages, the official name of this census-designated, master-planned metro area of more than 151,000 people. 
"You want to get along with your neighbors. They're nice people. So we just don't talk about it," says Foley. 
Retired lawyer Howard Underwood, 71, and his wife, Janet, 74, were Republicans for four decades until Donald Trump became the candidate in 2016. 

"We've made common cause with the Democrats, even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," says Underwood, who is now not affiliated with either major party but has volunteered with the Democrats club to support Harris.

Underwood won't go so far as to put a bumper sticker on his car for fear of blowback, but he acknowledges that the political atmosphere is changing, however slightly. 
"Democrats in The Villages has kind of become a thing," he said with a laugh.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wearing matching Harris-Walz T-shirts, Glen Smith, 62, and his wife Suzi, 64, play pickleball with other members of The Villages Democratic Club, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The Smiths say that friends questioned why they would choose to move to such a conservative enclave. "Somebody has to infiltrate," joked Suzi. "Most of our best friends are conservative." Adds Glen, "We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    Most of our best friends are conservative. We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it."


                    
                        - Glen Smith

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Trump flag flies from the home of Dave Farraday, a 74-year-old retired utility worker from Pennsylvania, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Farraday, who registered to vote for the first time in 2016 to support Donald Trump, will again vote for the former President and Republican presidential nominee, over economic issues, but says he would have preferred different candidates to run. Two homes on his street have lawn signs supporting Harris, but Farraday says political differences don't get in the way of neighborliness. "We're all here for one reason, we're retired," he said. "We're relaxing...trying to." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We're all here for one reason, we're retired. We're relaxing... trying to."


                    
                        - Dave Farraday

                    
                
            

        

    





    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An aerial view shows homes in the sprawling retirement community known as The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    An aerial view shows homes in the sprawling retirement community known as The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        


         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Allan Weseman, a retired sports car mechanic, feeds his macaws Kayko, left, and Cranky Clifford, as he waits to show them to interested passersby in Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Weseman, who lives outside The Villages with five macaws, often comes to one of the town squares to find people to share his passion with, letting interested passerby hold friendly Kayko on their arm and take pictures with the birds. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Allan Weseman, a retired sports car mechanic, feeds his macaws Kayko, left, and Cranky Clifford, as he waits to show them to interested passersby in Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lobbyist Barbara DeVane attends a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club to encourage the community's members to vote "yes" on a ballot amendment which would legalize recreational marijuana use for people over 21, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Lobbyist Barbara DeVane attends a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club to encourage the community's members to vote "yes" on a ballot amendment which would legalize recreational marijuana use for people over 21, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris await the arrival of second gentleman Doug Emhoff, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris await the arrival of second gentleman Doug Emhoff, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." Now independents, "We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," said Howard. "The alternative is unthinkable." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." They are now independents. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things... The alternative is unthinkable."


                    
                        - Howard Underwood

                    
                
            

        

    





         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Shelly Newman, 73, who uses a walker due to impaired balance, makes canvassing calls to other Villagers to encourage voter turnout, in her bedroom in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Newman and her husband moved to The Villages in 2013. "When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish," said Newman. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Shelly Newman, 73, who uses a walker due to impaired balance, makes canvassing calls to other Villagers to encourage voter turnout, in her bedroom in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. Newman and her husband moved to The Villages in 2013. "When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish," said Newman. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

    
        
            

                
                    When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish,"


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A retired government worker who preferred not to give her name drives a golf cart decorated with a "Harris for President" sign in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A retired government worker who preferred not to give her name drives a golf cart decorated with a "Harris for President" sign in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        


    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Stickers for the Democratic party adorn the walker of Shelly Newman, 73, as she leaves a meeting of The Villages Democratic Club, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. Newman says people see her stickers and approach her, whispering "You're a Democrat too?" Newman tells them, "Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Stickers for the Democratic party adorn the walker of Shelly Newman, 73, as she leaves a meeting of The Villages Democratic Club, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. Newman says people see her stickers and approach her, whispering "You're a Democrat too?" (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too."


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sign depicting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris alongside the three most recent presidents, from left, Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, decorates a golf cart windshield during a Harris campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A sign depicting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris alongside the three most recent presidents, from left, Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, decorates a golf cart windshield during a Harris campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    There was no effort until Harris came on... It was general depression. No one wanted to get involved."


                    
                        - Villages Democratic Club president Diane Foley


                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Independent voter Patricia Coe, 82, speaks with Diane Foley, president of The Villages Democratic Club, as Foley canvasses at the homes of registered Democrats and of independents who might be open to voting for a Democrat, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Independent voter Patricia Coe, 82, speaks with Diane Foley, president of The Villages Democratic Club, as Foley canvasses at the homes of registered Democrats and of independents who might be open to voting for a Democrat, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    We have gotten death threats about who we are going to vote for,"


                    
                        - Independent voter Patricia Coe

                    
                
            

        

    





    

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024.  (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        


    
        
        
    
        


        


    




 


    

    
    
    


    
    
        
            
                
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lesley, left, and Matt Dzik, pose for a portrait, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024, in Urbana, Ill. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






            
        
    

    
       

        
    



  
    
        
            
                
                The Americans photo essay series
            

        
    
      





        



    
        Visually-led storytelling featuring U.S. voters and the issues that matter most to them in the upcoming U.S. election.

AP has photo and video journalists in every region of the U.S. In the run up to the U.S. election, the team is collaborating on a series of visual stories about U.S. voters in their local communities.

    



        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        

    

    



    



                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/energized-democrats-conservative-villages-harris-emhoff-320a1cff9d66d806c41bc3dee9210975
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    'Why? Why? Why?' Ukraine's Mariupol descends into despair




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            13 of 30 | 
            Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            25 of 30 | 
            Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            26 of 30 | 
            Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            28 of 30 | 
            Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MSTYSLAV CHERNOV, EVGENIY MALOLETKA and LORI HINNANT

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
        
    

                                        MARIUPOL, Ukraine (AP) -- The bodies of the children all lie here, dumped into this narrow trench hastily dug into the frozen earth of Mariupol to the constant drumbeat of shelling. 
There's 18-month-old Kirill, whose shrapnel wound to the head proved too much for his little toddler's body. There's 16-year-old Iliya, whose legs were blown up in an explosion during a soccer game at a school field. There's the girl no older than 6  who wore the pajamas with cartoon unicorns, among the first of Mariupol's children to die from a Russian shell. 
They are stacked together with dozens of others in this mass grave on the outskirts of the city. A man covered in a bright blue tarp, weighed down by stones at the crumbling curb. A woman wrapped in a red and gold bedsheet, her legs neatly bound at the ankles with a scrap of white fabric. Workers toss the bodies in as fast as they can, because the less time they spend in the open, the better their own chances of survival.

    
"The only thing (I want) is for this to be finished," raged worker Volodymyr Bykovskyi, pulling crinkling black body bags from a truck. "Damn them all, those people who started this!" 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
More bodies will come, from streets where they are everywhere and from the hospital basement where adults and children are laid out awaiting someone to pick them up. The youngest still has an umbilical stump attached. 

    
    
    
Each airstrike and shell that relentlessly pounds Mariupol -- about one a minute at times -- drives home the curse of a geography that has put the city squarely in the path of Russia's domination of Ukraine. This southern seaport of 430,000 has become a symbol of Russian President Vladimir Putin's drive to crush democratic Ukraine -- but also of a fierce resistance on the ground. 
In the nearly three weeks since Russia's war began, two Associated Press journalists have been the only international media present in Mariupol, chronicling its fall into chaos and despair. The city is now encircled by Russian soldiers, who are slowly squeezing the life out of it, one blast at a time.

    
Several  appeals for humanitarian corridors to evacuate civilians went unheeded, until Ukrainian officials said Wednesday that about 30,000 people had fled in convoys of cars. Airstrikes and shells have hit the maternity hospital, the fire department, homes, a church, a field outside a school. For the estimated hundreds of thousands who remain, there is quite simply nowhere to go. 
The surrounding roads are mined and the port blocked. Food is running out, and the Russians have stopped humanitarian attempts to bring it in. Electricity is mostly gone and water is sparse, with residents melting snow to drink. Some parents have even left their newborns at the hospital, perhaps hoping to give them a chance at life in the one place with decent electricity and water.
People burn scraps of furniture in makeshift grills to warm their hands in the freezing cold and cook what little food there still is. The grills themselves are built with the one thing in plentiful supply: bricks and shards of metal scattered in the streets from destroyed buildings. 

    
Death is everywhere. Local officials have tallied more than 2,500 deaths in the siege, but many bodies can't be counted because of the endless shelling. They have told families to leave their dead outside in the streets because it's too dangerous to hold funerals. 
Many of the deaths documented by the AP were of children and mothers, despite Russia's claims that civilians haven't been attacked.

    
    
    
"They have a clear order to hold Mariupol hostage, to mock it, to constantly bomb and shell it," Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on March 10. 
Just weeks ago, Mariupol's future seemed much brighter. 
If geography drives a city's destiny, Mariupol was on the path to success, with its thriving iron and steel plants, a deep-water port and high global demand for both. Even the dark weeks of 2014, when the city nearly fell to Russia-backed separatists in vicious street battles, were fading into memory. 

    
    
    

    
And so the first few days of the invasion had a perverse familiarity for many residents. About 100,000 people left at that time while they still could, according to Serhiy Orlov, the deputy mayor. But most stayed put, figuring they could wait out whatever came next or eventually make their way west like so many others. 
"I felt more fear in 2014, I don't feel the same panic now," Anna Efimova said as she shopped for supplies at a market on Feb. 24. "There is no panic. There's nowhere to run, where can we run?" 
That same day, a Ukrainian military radar and airfield were among the first targets of Russian artillery. Shelling and airstrikes could and did come at any moment, and people spent most of their time in shelters. Life was hardly normal, but it was livable. 
By Feb. 27, that started to change, as an ambulance raced into a city hospital carrying a small motionless girl, not yet 6. Her brown hair was pulled back off her pale face with a rubber band, and her pajama pants were bloodied by Russian shelling. 

    
Her wounded father came with her, his head bandaged. Her mother stood outside the ambulance, weeping. 
As the doctors and nurses huddled around her, one gave her an injection. Another shocked her with a defibrillator. A doctor in blue scrubs, pumping oxygen into her, looked straight into the camera of an AP journalist allowed inside and cursed. 
"Show this to Putin," he stormed with expletive-laced fury. "The eyes of this child and crying doctors." 
They couldn't save her. Doctors covered the tiny body with her pink striped jacket and gently closed her eyes. She now rests in the mass grave. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
The same geography that for so long worked in Mariupol's favor had turned against it. The city stands squarely between regions controlled by the Russia-backed separatists -- about 10 kilometers (six miles) to the east at the closest point -- and the Crimean Peninsula annexed by Russia in 2014. The capture of Mariupol would give the Russians a clear land corridor all the way through, controlling the Sea of Azov. 
As February ended, the siege began. Ignoring the danger, or restless, or perhaps just feeling invincible as teenagers do, a group of boys met up a few days later, on March 2, to play soccer on a pitch outside a school. 
A bomb exploded. The blast tore through Iliya's legs. 
The odds were against him, and increasingly against the city. The electricity went out yet again, as did most mobile networks. Without communications, medics had to guess which hospitals could still handle the wounded and which roads could still be navigated to reach them. 
Iliya couldn't be saved. His father, Serhii, dropped down, hugged his dead boy's head and wailed out his grief. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 4, it was yet another child in the emergency room -- Kirill, the toddler struck in the head by shrapnel. His mother and stepfather bundled him in a blanket. They hoped for the best, and then endured the worst. 
"Why? Why? Why?" his sobbing mother, Marina Yatsko, asked in the hospital hallway, as medical workers looked on helplessly. She tenderly unwrapped the blanket around her lifeless child to kiss him and inhale his scent one last time, her dark hair falling over him. 
That was the day the darkness settled in for good -- a blackout in both power and knowledge. Ukrainian television and radio were cut, and car stereos became the only link to the outside world. They played Russian news, describing a world that couldn't be further from the reality in Mariupol.
As it sunk in that there was truly no escape, the mood of the city changed. It didn't take long for grocery store shelves to empty. Mariupol's residents cowered by night in underground shelters and emerged by day to grab what they could before scurrying underground again. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 6, in the way of desperate people everywhere, they turned on each other. On one street lined with darkened stores, people smashed windows, pried open metal shutters, grabbed what they could. 
A man who had broken into a store found himself face to face with the furious shopkeeper, caught red-handed with a child's rubber ball. 
"You bastard, you stole that ball now. Put the ball back. Why did you even come here?" she demanded. Shame written on his face, he tossed the ball into a corner and fled. 
Nearby, a soldier emerged from another looted store, on the verge of tears. 
"People, please be united. ... This is your home. Why are you smashing windows, why are you stealing from your shops?" he pleaded, his voice breaking. 
Yet another attempt to negotiate an evacuation failed. A crowd formed at one of the roads leading away from the city, but a police officer blocked their path. 
"Everything is mined, the ways out of town are being shelled," he told them. "Trust me, I have family at home, and I am also worried about them. Unfortunately, the maximum security for all of us is to be inside the city, underground and in the shelters." 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]
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And that's where Goma Janna could be found that night, weeping beside an oil lamp that threw light but not enough heat to take the chill off the basement room. She wore a scarf and a cheery turquoise snowflake sweater as she roughly rubbed the tears from her face, one side at a time. Behind her, beyond the small halo of light, a small group of women and children crouched in the darkness, trembling at the explosions above. 
"I want my home, I want my job. I'm so sad about people and about the city, the children," she sobbed. 
This agony fits in with Putin's goals. The siege is a military tactic popularized in medieval times and designed to crush a population through starvation and violence, allowing an attacking force to spare its own soldiers the cost of entering a hostile city. Instead, civilians are the ones left to die, slowly and painfully. 
Putin has refined the tactic during his years in power, first in the Chechen city of Grozny in 2000 and then in the Syrian city of Aleppo in 2016. He reduced both to ruins.
"It epitomizes Russian warfare, what we see now in terms of the siege," said Mathieu Boulegue, a researcher for Chatham House's Russia program. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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By March 9, the sound of Russian fighter jets in Mariupol was enough to send people screaming for cover -- anything to avoid the airstrikes they knew would follow, even if they didn't know where.
The jets rumbled across the sky, this time decimating the maternity hospital. They left a crater two stories deep in the courtyard. 
Rescuers rushed a pregnant woman through the rubble and light snow as she stroked her bloodied belly, face blanched and head lolling listlessly to the side. Her baby was dying inside her, and she knew it, medics said. 
"Kill me now!" she screamed, as they struggled to save her life at another hospital even closer to the front line. 
The baby was born dead. A half-hour later, the mother died too. The doctors had no time to learn either of their names.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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Another pregnant woman, Mariana Vishegirskaya, was waiting to give birth at the maternity hospital when the strike hit. Her brow and cheek bloodied, she clutched her belongings in a plastic bag and navigated the debris-strewn stairs in polka-dot pajamas. Outside the ruined hospital, she stared motionless with wide blue eyes at the crackling flames. 
Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shellfire. Baby Veronika drew her first breath on March 10. 
The two women -- one dead and one a mother -- have since become the symbol of their blackened, burning hometown. Facing worldwide condemnation, Russian officials claimed that the maternity hospital had been taken over by far-right Ukrainian forces to use as a base and emptied of patients and nurses. 
In two tweets, the Russian Embassy in London posted side-by-side images of AP photos with the word "FAKE" over them in red text. They claimed that the maternity hospital had long been out of operation, and that Vishegirskaya was an actress playing a role. Twitter has since removed the tweets, saying they violated its rules. 

    
    
    
The AP reporters in Mariupol who documented the attack in video and photos saw nothing to indicate the hospital was used as anything other than a hospital. There is also nothing to suggest Vishegirskaya, a Ukrainian beauty blogger from Mariupol, was anything but a patient. Veronika's birth attests to the pregnancy that her mother carefully documented on Instagram, including one post in which she is wearing the polka-dot pajamas. 
Two days after Veronika was born, four Russian tanks emblazoned with the letter Z took up position near the hospital where she and her mother were recovering. An AP journalist was among a group of medical workers who came under sniper fire, with one hit in the hip. 
The windows rattled, and the hallways were lined with people with nowhere else to go. Anastasia Erashova wept and trembled as she held a sleeping child. Shelling had just killed her other child as well as her brother's child, and Erashova's scalp was encrusted with blood. 
"I don't know where to run to," she cried out, her anguish growing with every sob. "Who will bring back our children? Who?" 
By early this week, Russian forces had seized control of the building entirely, trapping medics and patients inside and using it as a base, according to a doctor there and local officials.
Orlov, the deputy mayor, predicted worse is soon to come. Most of the city remains trapped.

"Our defenders will defend to the last bullet," he said. "But people are dying without water and food, and I think in the next several days we will count hundreds and thousands of deaths."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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___
Hinnant reported from Paris. Vasylisa Stepanenko contributed to this report, along with Andrew Meldrum in Cape Town, South Africa.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the Ukraine crisis at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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    What to know about Hurricane Melissa as death toll rises
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            Hurricanes are powerful storms that can produce strong winds, rain and storm surges. They're called hurricanes in the Atlantic, but typhoons in the Pacific or cyclones in other ocean basins around the world. (AP Video: Brittany Peterson and Eva Malek. Production: Mary Conlon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman lies inside a shack flooded by rain brought by Hurricane Melissa at a shelter for families displaced by gang violence in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)]
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[image: Residents stand on the wreckage of a house destroyed by Hurricane Melissa in Santa Cruz, Jamaica, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: Residents walk through Santa Cruz, Jamaica, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025, after Hurricane Melissa passed. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        The death toll was growing Wednesday as Hurricane Melissa made its way across Cuba and headed for the Bahamas, a day after making landfall in Jamaica as one of the region's strongest storms on record.
Officials in Haiti said at least 25 people were killed as waters rose in heavy rain. Eight deaths were reported in Jamaica, where the tropical storm warning has been lifted, and one in the Dominican Republic.
The U.S. National Hurricane Center said a "dangerous storm surge" was expected in the Bahamas through the night, with eastern Cuba still at risk. Maximum sustained winds were 100 mph (155 kph) as what had roared into Jamaica as a Category 5 storm was now at Category 2.
Here is what to know:
Countries still at risk
The National Hurricane Center said a hurricane warning remained for the Cuban provinces of Granma, Santiago de Cuba, Guantanamo, Holguin, and Las Tunas, as well as the southeastern and central Bahamas and Bermuda. It said people should remain sheltered.
The center warned that flash flooding and landslides were possible in Hispaniola, the island that Haiti and the Dominican Republic share. And it said a storm surge of 4 feet (1.2 meters) to 7 feet (2.1 meters) was possible in the southeastern Bahamas on Wednesday.

    
    
    
Aid efforts
Humanitarian efforts have begun, while local officials struggle to contact some areas and assess the storm's damage. Jamaica's education minister said 77% of the island was without power.
The U.S. government said it was deploying a disaster response team and search and rescue personnel to the region, in a test for the Trump administration after its massive cuts to foreign aid this year.
The United Nations was preparing aid, and Britain said it is sending 2.5 million pounds ($3.3 million) in humanitarian funding to Jamaica.

    
    
    
A record storm

Melissa was the strongest to hit Jamaica since record-keeping began 174 years ago.
The hurricane's 185 mph (295 kph) winds and 892 millibars of central pressure tied two records for the strongest Atlantic storm on landfall.
The pressure -- the key measurement meteorologists use -- tied 1935's Labor Day hurricane in Florida, while wind speed tied a 1935 hurricane and 2019's Hurricane Dorian, said hurricane scientists Phil Klotzbach of Colorado State University and Brian McNoldy of the University of Miami.

    
Rapid strength and climate change
Melissa reached tropical storm status last Tuesday and became a hurricane Saturday. It rapidly intensified into a Category 5 hurricane early Monday.
Scientists said Melissa is the fourth storm in the Atlantic this year to undergo rapid intensification. Storms that ramp up so quickly complicate forecasting and make it harder to plan for emergencies.
Climate scientists have linked the rapid intensification to warming ocean temperatures. Abnormally warm ocean waters of about 2 to 3 degrees Celsius (3.6 to 5.4 degrees Fahrenheit) above normal helped double Melissa's wind speed in less than 24 hours, scientists said.
Warmer temperatures also give hurricanes fuel to unleash more rain.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Study finds EVs quickly overcome their energy-intensive build to be cleaner than gas cars




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A person reaches to plug in an electric vehicle at a charging station May 22, 2025, in the City of Commerce, Calif. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: Electric vehicles charge at an Electrify America station in Arcadia, Calif., May 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: A truck drives between brine evaporation ponds at Albemarle Corp.'s Silver Peak lithium facility Oct. 6, 2022, in Silver Peak, Nev. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)]
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[image: Electric vehicle parking spots sit near charging stations April 11, 2025, in Evansville, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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            By 
            ALEXA ST. JOHN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Making electric vehicles and their batteries is a dirty process that uses a lot of energy. But a new study says that EVs quickly make up for that with less overall emissions through two years of use than a gas-powered vehicle.
The study also estimated that gas-powered vehicles cause at least twice as much environmental damage over their lifetimes as EVs, and said the benefits of EVs can be expected to increase in coming decades as clean sources of power, such as solar and wind, are brought onto the grid.
The work by researchers from Northern Arizona University and Duke University, published Wednesday in the journal PLOS Climate, offers insight into a transportation sector that makes up a big part of U.S. emissions. It also comes as some EV skeptics have raised concerns about whether the environmental impact of battery production, including mining, makes it worthwhile to switch to electric.

    
"While there is a bigger carbon footprint in the very short term because of the manufacturing process in creating the batteries for electric vehicles, very quickly you come out ahead in CO2 emissions by year three and then for all of the rest of the vehicle lifetime, you're far ahead and so cumulatively much lower carbon footprint," said Drew Shindell, an earth science professor at Duke University and study co-author.

    
    
    
What the researchers examined
The researchers evaluated several harmful air pollutants monitored by the Environmental Protection Agency, as well as emissions data, to compare the relative impact over time of EVs and internal combustion engines on air quality and climate change.

    
Their analysis said that EVs produce 30% higher carbon dioxide emissions than gasoline vehicles in their first two years. That can be attributed to the energy-intensive production and manufacturing processes involved in mining lithium for EV batteries. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A truck drives between brine evaporation ponds at Albemarle Corp.'s Silver Peak lithium facility Oct. 6, 2022, in Silver Peak, Nev. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)]
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They also sought to account for how the U.S. energy system might develop in coming years, assuming growth in clean energy. And they modeled four different scenarios for EV adoption, ranging from the lowest -- a 31% share of vehicle sales -- to the highest, 75% of sales, by 2050. (EV sales accounted for about 8% of new vehicle sales in the U.S. in 2024.)
The researchers said the average of those four models found that for each additional kilowatt hour of lithium-ion battery output, carbon dioxide emissions drop by an average of 220 kilograms (485 pounds) in 2030, and another 127 kilograms (280 pounds) in 2050.
The consistent decrease in CO2 emissions from EVs is "not only driven by the on-road vehicles, but also reduction that has been brought due to electricity production," said lead author Pankaj Sadavarte, a postdoctoral researcher at Northern Arizona University.
Greg Keoleian, a University of Michigan professor of sustainable systems who wasn't involved in the research, called it a "valuable study" that echoes other findings and "confirms the environmental and economic benefits" of EVs.
"Accelerating the adoption of battery electric vehicles is a key strategy for decarbonizing the transportation sector which will reduce future damages and costs of climate change," he said. 

    
Researchers take optimistic view of the grid's future
Shindell, the Duke researcher, said the grid will evolve to have more solar and wind power.

    
"When you add a bunch of electric vehicles, nobody's going to build new coal-fired power plants to run these things because coal is really expensive compared to renewables," he said. "So the grid just overall becomes much cleaner in both the terms of carbon emissions for climate change, and for air pollution." 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Electric vehicles charge at an Electrify America station in Arcadia, Calif., May 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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Outside experts agreed -- as long as the policy landscape supports it. That hasn't been the case under President Donald Trump, who has worked to boost fossil fuels and restrain solar and wind power development.
"The great news is the rest of the world isn't slowing down in terms of its embrace of this technology," said Ellen Kennedy, principal for carbon-free transportation at RMI, a clean energy nonprofit. As for the U.S., she said, "I think it's important to keep in mind states and local governments, there's a lot that's happening on those fronts."
One thing the study didn't address was recycling or disposal of batteries at the end of their life. Kennedy said battery recycling will improve, helping to address one of the environmental impacts of their production.
A challenging time for EVs in the United States
The study comes at a notable time given the challenges that EVs face in the U.S. 
EVs have seen more interest in recent years as an alternative to gas-powered cars and trucks -- particularly as they become more affordable and charging infrastructure becomes more available.

    
But growth has slowed amid shifting federal policy toward EVs and an industry step back from ambitious EV production promises. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Electric vehicle parking spots sit near charging stations April 11, 2025, in Evansville, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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Former President Joe Biden set a target for 50% of all new vehicle sales in the U.S. to be electric by 2030. But Trump reversed that policy, and Congress has terminated federal tax credits for an EV purchase. The administration has also targeted vehicle pollution rules that would encourage greater uptake of EVs in the U.S., and the president has attempted to halt a nationwide EV charging buildout.
"The study is important to show how really misguided the current administration's policies are," Shindell said. "If we want to protect us from climate change and from the very clear and local damage from poor air quality, this is a really clear way to do it: Incentivize the switch from internal combustion engines to EVs."
___
Alexa St. John is an Associated Press climate reporter. Follow her on X: @alexa_stjohn. Reach her at [email protected].
___
Read more of AP's climate coverage.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    What to know as the annual sign-up window for health insurance arrives




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Pages from the U.S. Affordable Care Act health insurance website healthcare.gov are seen on a computer screen in New York on Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison, File)]
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            TOM MURPHY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Higher prices, less help and a government shutdown all hang over health insurance markets as shoppers start looking for coverage this week.
The annual enrollment window for millions of people to pick an individual plan opens Saturday in nearly all states, and a heavy dose of politics weighs on this year's search.
The federal government shut down earlier this month as Democrats in Congress demanded negotiations to extend enhanced tax credits that have helped people buy coverage the past few years. Republicans say they won't negotiate until Democrats vote to reopen the government.
Stuck in the middle are insurance customers, many of whom will be facing the biggest premium hikes they've seen in years and may be forced to consider changing plans. 
"It seems overwhelming, but it really is important to shop and consider your choices," said Sara Collins, an insurance expert with the Commonwealth Fund.
Here's how shoppers can respond:



    
        




    




The first deadline is in 6 weeks
Shoppers will have until Jan. 15 in most states to find a plan for 2026, but have to make their choice by Dec. 15 if they want coverage starting New Year's Day.
This is the main chance people with individual coverage have every year to find a plan for the next year. More than 24 million people enrolled in individual plans for 2025, according to KFF, which studies health care issues.
People can buy a new plan with help from income-based tax credits through insurance marketplaces set up in every state. Former President Joe Biden's administration beefed up that help with enhanced tax credits during the COVID-19 pandemic. Those are set to expire this year unless Congress works out an extension.
Shoppers also can find options outside these marketplaces -- sometimes for a lower price -- but they won't get tax credit help.

    
You may see price hikes
KFF has said that premiums, or the cost of coverage, will jump around 20% next year on average. But the expiring tax credits could cause coverage costs to more than double for some. 
Insurance has become more expensive because care costs are rising, a big worry for Americans. Insurers also set prices assuming the extra tax credits would expire -- and that healthy people who paid little for coverage in 2025 might not return because of that.
The higher prices aim to make up for that lost revenue, said Karan Rustagi, a Wakely Consulting Group health actuary who works with insurers.
The higher prices may not change even if Congress restores the enhanced tax credits before the enrollment window ends. It can take insurers weeks to complete rates with regulators and then update their systems and customer handbooks, Rustagi noted.
Help may be harder to find
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services in February cut funding by 90% for a federal program that provides navigators who help people find coverage.
That will lead to less free help in more than two dozen states that rely on the federal government to run their health insurance marketplaces. Kaye Pestaina, a vice president with KFF, said help like this is especially important for first-time shoppers who need to predict their income to get tax credit help.

    
That task can be especially challenging for seasonal workers or others who see their income fluctuate.
"That one-on-one assistance is going to be really important," Pestaina said. "It's not intuitive."
If navigators are not available, health insurance brokers or agents can help. They receive commissions paid by insurers, often a flat fee.
What you can do
Shoppers can get a sense for their options by checking their state marketplace. You can find that by visiting healthcare.gov.
Collins said people should start there, not Google. Search engine results could connect you with someone selling more limited, short-term insurance.
Fill out the application for tax credit help first, said Joshua Brooker, a Lancaster, Pennsylvania-based independent insurance agent.
That will tell you whether any help is available to you now. That assistance will automatically be updated if the enhanced tax credits are renewed.
"Doing that first application is not lost time," he said.
Then pick a plan. Look beyond the premium. Consider any deductibles you may have to pay, what doctors or hospitals are in the insurer's network and how any prescriptions would be covered.

    
Don't wait to see whether the extra tax credit debate is resolved. That may not happen during your enrollment window. If it does, you can revisit your choice. 
"You do have a mulligan," Brooker said.
Agents say many people procrastinate on insurance shopping. That can make it tougher to find help as sign-up deadlines approach.
"I have people every year either wait until the very last day to enroll or they miss the deadline entirely," said Shayla Teague, an insurance agent based in Anchorage, Alaska. "Make sure you have something in place, ready to go." 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    New Hampshire man resumes dialysis after record 271 days living with a pig kidney




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by Massachusetts General Hospital shows Tim Andrews smiling as he leaves Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston on Feb. 1, 2025. (Kate Flock/Massachusetts General Hospital via AP, file)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A New Hampshire man is resuming dialysis after living with a gene-edited pig kidney for a record 271 days, doctors said Monday. His experience is helping researchers in their quest for animal-to-human transplants.
Tim Andrews, 67, had the organ removed on Oct. 23 because its function was declining, according to Mass General Brigham. In a statement, his transplant team called Andrews "a selfless medical pioneer and an inspiration" to patients with kidney failure.
Andrews' experience illustrates lessons researchers have learned with each experiment involving what's called xenotransplantation. The first attempts using pig organs gene-edited to be more humanlike - two hearts and two kidneys - were short-lived.
Then researchers began considering patients not nearly as sick as prior recipients for these experiments -- and an Alabama woman's pig kidney lasted 130 days before it had to be removed last spring, the record Andrews surpassed.

    
More than 100,000 people, most needing kidneys, are on the U.S. transplant list, and thousands die waiting.
Andrews, of Concord, New Hampshire, knew his blood type is particularly hard to match and sought an alternative, getting into shape to qualify for Mass General's xenotransplant pilot study. His doctors said he remains on the transplant list.



    
        




    




In June, the Mass General team transplanted a pig kidney into another New Hampshire man who continues to fare well. The pilot study is set to conclude with a third pig kidney transplant later this year.

    
    
    
Two companies, eGenesis and United Therapeutics, are preparing to begin more rigorous clinical trials of pig kidney transplants.
Surgeons in China also are pursuing this new field, reporting a pig kidney transplant last spring and separately a transplanted pig liver that had to be removed after 38 days.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    US ice cream makers say they'll stop using artificial dyes by 2028




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The giant Turkey Hill Cow looms over festival goers sampling ice cream at Taste of Omaha on May 31, 2015, in Omaha, Neb. (Kent Sievers/Omaha World-Herald via AP, FILE)]
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                                        Ice cream makers representing about 90% of the U.S. supply of the frozen treat have pledged to remove artificial dyes from their products in less than three years, federal health officials said Monday. 
The move is the latest voluntary effort by food manufacturers to heed calls from the Trump administration to remove synthetic dyes over concerns about potential health effects. In recent weeks, companies including Nestle, Kraft Heinz and General Mills said they would pull artificial colors from their foods, too.
"This is a Renaissance moment for health in America," U.S. Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Marty Makary said at a news conference. 
About 40 makers of ice cream and frozen dairy desserts said they would remove seven petroleum-based dyes from their products by 2028, according to Michael Dykes, president of the International Dairy Foods Association. The colors are Red 3, Red 40, Green 3, Blue 1, Blue 2, Yellow 5 and Yellow 6. The trade group wouldn't identify the firms, although Turkey Hill Dairy chief executive Andy Jacobs joined the gathering. 

    
The national focus on artificial food dyes is "a good step to take," but officials should not ignore larger known contributors to chronic disease, including the added sugars and saturated fat commonly found in ice cream, said Deanna Hoelscher, a University of Texas nutrition expert. 



    
        




    




"Just taking out or changing the food dye source is not necessarily going to make it a healthy option," she said. "It still is a food that should be consumed in moderation."

    
    
    
However, Makary also hinted that new federal dietary guidelines, expected later this year, would challenge established links between saturated fat and heart disease, ending what he called "a 70-year demonization of natural saturated fat." 
The average American eats about 4 gallons of ice cream a year, the IDFA said. 
Health advocates have long called for the removal of artificial dyes from foods, citing mixed studies showing that they may cause some neurobehavioral problems, such as hyperactivity and attention problems, in some children. The Food and Drug Administration has maintained that approved dyes are safe and that "most children have no adverse effects" when consuming foods made with them. 

    
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has criticized the dyes and pressured manufacturers to remove them from foods. In their place, manufacturers should use dyes made from fruit juices, plant extracts and other sources, federal officials said. 
The FDA has approved new natural color additives in recent months, including a new blue color made from the fruit of the gardenia announced Monday. Gardenia (genipin) blue is approved for use in sports drinks, candies and certain other products, the agency said. 
Makary also sent a letter to food manufacturers on Monday that "encourages" them to speed up removal of the dye known as Red 3, which was banned in January. Food makers have until 2027 to remove the dye, which was found to cause cancer in laboratory rats, but not humans. 

    
Some food companies have said they will stop using artificial dyes, but relying on voluntary action rather than regulatory requirements won't guarantee compliance, said Thomas Galligan, a scientist with the Center for Science in the Public Interest, a consumer advocacy group. 
"Talk is cheap," Galligan said. "It's easy for companies to make promises to look like they're being compliant and generate goodwill among consumers and the Trump administration, but it remains to be seen if they will actually follow through."
___ 

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ice-cream-synthetic-dyes-e334d75f87238e57826bcb65f098ebe2



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Health

    Why many Americans are rethinking alcohol, according to a new Gallup poll




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Fewer Americans are reporting that they drink alcohol amid a growing belief that even moderate alcohol consumption is a health risk, according to a Gallup poll released Wednesday.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Fewer Americans are reporting that they drink alcohol amid a growing belief that even moderate alcohol consumption is a health risk, according to a Gallup poll released Wednesday.
A record high percentage of U.S. adults, 53%, now say moderate drinking is bad for their health, up from 28% in 2015. The uptick in doubt about alcohol's benefits is largely driven by young adults -- the age group that is most likely to believe drinking "one or two drinks a day" can cause health hazards -- but older adults are also now increasingly likely to think moderate drinking carries risks.

    
    
    
As concerns about health impacts rise, fewer Americans are reporting that they drink. The survey finds that 54% of U.S. adults say they drink alcoholic beverages such as liquor, wine or beer. That's lower than at any other point in the past three decades.

    
The findings of the poll, which was conducted in July, indicate that after years of many believing that moderate drinking was harmless -- or even beneficial -- worries about alcohol consumption are taking hold. According to Gallup's data, even those who consume alcohol are drinking less.
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[image: This image released by Harvest, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, shows a recipe for fish sticks on a rustic Italian salad called panzanella. (Eric Wolfinger/Harvest via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A recipe for Fish Stick Panzanella from 'The Blue Food Cookbook' elevates a frozen staple
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Queensland state Minister for Education, John-Paul Langbroek speaks to media during a press conference in Sydney, Australia, on Aug. 22, 2025. (Steven Markham/AAP Image via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Studying the wrong ancient Roman ruler gets Australian high school seniors out of a history exam
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman smells samples during the exhibition "The Secret Power of Scents", showing the history of scent from antiquity to the present as a sensory experience at the Kunstpalast art museum in Duesseldorf, Germany, Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                German scents exhibition combines 1,000 years of fragrances with art and history
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




The federal government is updating new dietary guidelines, including those around alcohol. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, government data showed U.S. alcohol consumption was trending up. But other government surveys have shown a decline in certain types of drinking, particularly among teenagers and young adults. 

    
This comes alongside a new drumbeat of information about alcohol's risks. While moderate drinking was once thought to have benefits for heart health, health professionals in recent years have pointed to overwhelming evidence that alcohol consumption leads to negative health outcomes and is a leading cause of cancer. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A bartender pours a cocktail in Dec. 10, 2019, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)]
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Growing skepticism about alcohol's benefits
Younger adults have been quicker than older Americans to accept that drinking is harmful, but older adults are coming around to the same view.
About two-thirds of 18- to 34-year-olds believe moderate drinking is unhealthy, according to the poll, up from about 4 in 10 in 2015. Older adults are less likely to see alcohol as harmful -- about half of Americans age 55 or older believe this -- but that's a substantial increase, too. In 2015, only about 2 in 10 adults age 55 or older thought alcohol was bad for their health. 

    
    
    
In the past, moderate drinking was thought to have some benefits. That idea came from imperfect studies that largely didn't include younger people and couldn't prove cause and effect. Now the scientific consensus has shifted, and several countries recently lowered their alcohol consumption recommendations. Earlier this year, the outgoing U.S. surgeon general, Vivek Murthy, recommended a label on bottles of beer, wine and liquor that would clearly outline the link between alcohol consumption and cancer. 
The federal government's current dietary guidelines recommend Americans not drink or, if they do consume alcohol, men should limit themselves to two drinks a day or fewer while women should stick to one or fewer.

    
Gallup's director of U.S. social research, Lydia Saad, said shifting health advice throughout older Americans' lives may be a reason they have been more gradual than young adults to recognize alcohol as harmful.
"Older folks may be a little more hardened in terms of the whiplash that they get with recommendations," Saad said. "It may take them a little longer to absorb or accept the information. Whereas, for young folks, this is the environment that they've grown up in ... in many cases, it would be the first thing young adults would have heard as they were coming into adulthood."

    
The government is expected to release new guidelines later this year, under the directive of health secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who has promised big changes. Kennedy has not hinted at how the alcohol recommendations may shift.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cases of beer are stacked in a Milwaukee liquor store on Nov. 8, 2018. (AP Photo/Ivan Moreno, File)]
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Drinking rates fall to decade low
Slightly more than half of Americans, 54%, report that they drink alcohol -- a low in Gallup's data that is especially pronounced among women and young adults. 
Young Americans' alcohol consumption has been trending downward for years, accelerating the overall decline in alcohol consumption. In sharp contrast with Gallup's findings two decades ago, when young adults were likeliest to report drinking, young adults' drinking rate is now slightly below middle-aged and older adults. 
Americans' reported drinking is among the lowest since the question was first asked in 1939. For most of the last few decades, at least 6 in 10 Americans have reported drinking alcoholic beverages, only dipping below that point a few times in the question's history.

    
Americans who drink alcohol are consuming less
Even if concerns about health risks aren't causing some adults to give up alcohol entirely, these worries could be influencing how often they drink.
The survey found that adults who think moderate drinking is bad for one's health are just as likely as people who don't share those concerns to report that they drink, but fewer of the people with health worries had consumed alcohol recently.
About half of those who worry moderate drinking is unhealthy said they had a drink in the previous week, compared with about 7 in 10 who did not think drinking was bad for their health.

Overall, only about one-quarter of Americans who drink said they had consumed alcohol in the prior 24 hours, a record low in the survey. Roughly 4 in 10 said that it had been more than a week since they had poured a drink.
___
Associated Press writer Amanda Seitz contributed to this report.
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                    Technology

    Microsoft deploys a fix to Azure cloud service that's hit with outage




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The logo of Microsoft is seen outside its French headquarters in Issy-les-Moulineaux, outside Paris on May 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Microsoft has deployed a fix to address an outage of their Azure cloud portal that left users unable to access Office 365, Minecraft and other services.
The tech company wrote on its to its Azure status page that a configuration change to its Azure infrastructure caused the outage, and that its fix is being rolled out.
Microsoft didn't immediately respond to a request for comment, but the company acknowledged issues with its Azure Front Door, a global content and application delivery network, service on its status page and social media accounts.
Because so many sites and services use Microsoft's cloud service, an outage like this one can have widespread impact.
On Downdetector, a website that tracks online outages, users reported issues throughout the day with Office 365, Minecraft, XBox Live, Copilot, Costco, Starbucks, and many other services. 

    
Alaska Airline wrote on its X account that the outage is at the heart of problems affecting their systems, including check-in services.
Air New Zealand, the national carrier, warned of travel delays because the airline couldn't process payments or digital boarding passes. The websites for New Zealand's police and parliament were among those taken down by the outage




    
        




    




Microsoft's Azure troubles came just hours before the company was set to release its quarterly earnings report, and just over a week after a massive outage of Amazon's cloud computing service took down a broad range of online services, including social media, gaming, food delivery, streaming and financial platforms. 
Amazon is the dominant provider of cloud computing services but Microsoft ranks second, ahead of Google, in most markets.
----
AP writer Charlotte Graham-McLay contributed to this story.
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                    Technology

    Elon Musk launches Grokipedia to compete with online encyclopedia Wikipedia




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Elon Musk attends the finals for the NCAA wrestling championship, Saturday, March 22, 2025, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, file)]



        

        
        
            
                    Elon Musk attends the finals for the NCAA wrestling championship, Saturday, March 22, 2025, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, file)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        Elon Musk has launched Grokipedia, a crowdsourced online encyclopedia that the billionaire seeks to position as a rival to Wikipedia. 
Writing on social media, Musk said that Grokipedia.com is "now live" and its goal is the "truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth."
Musk has previously criticized Wikipedia for being filled with "propaganda" and called for people to stop donating to the site, which is run by a nonprofit. In September he announced that his artificial intelligence company xAI was working on Grokipedia. 
The Grokipedia site has a minimalist appearance with little beyond a search bar where users can type in queries. It states that it has 885,279 articles. Wikipedia, meanwhile, says it has more than 7 million articles in English. 
Like Wikipedia, users can search for articles on various topics such as Taylor Swift, the baseball World Series, or Buckingham Palace. 

    
While Wikipedia is written and edited by volunteers, it's unclear how exactly Grokipedia articles are put together. Reports suggest the site is powered by the same xAI model that underpins Musk's Grok chatbot, but some articles are seemingly adapted from Wikipedia. 



    
        




    




The San Francisco-based Wikimedia Foundation said in a statement Tuesday that it is "still in the process of understanding how Grokipedia works."
As a huge trove of well-constructed sentences with little restriction on how it's used, Wikipedia has been a key source used to train AI chatbots, including Grok's rivals ChatGPT and Google's Gemini. 

    
    
    
"This human-created knowledge is what AI companies rely on to generate content; even Grokipedia needs Wikipedia to exist," said the Wikimedia Foundation. 
Wikipedia for months has been a target of the political right. Republican lawmakers in the U.S. Congress launched an investigation in August of alleged "manipulation efforts" in Wikipedia's editing process that they said could inject bias and undermine neutral points of view on its platform and the AI systems that rely on it. 

    
Wikipedia encourages its volunteer editors to cite nearly every sentence or paragraph with a primary source, and sentences not verified can be challenged and removed. Some of Grokipedia's entries are thinly sourced, such as an entry on the Chola Dynasty of southern India that has three linked sources, compared to Wikipedia's that has 113 linked sources plus dozens of referenced books. 
Grokipedia's entry on Wikipedia accuses the site of having "systemic ideological biases -- particularly a left-leaning slant in coverage of political figures and topics." 

The Wikimedia Foundation said in its statement Tuesday: "Unlike newer projects, Wikipedia's strengths are clear: it has transparent policies, rigorous volunteer oversight, and a strong culture of continuous improvement. Wikipedia is an encyclopedia, written to inform billions of readers without promoting a particular point of view."
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    China says it will work with US to resolve issues related to TikTok




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A view of the TikTok app logo, in Tokyo, Japan, Sept. 28, 2020. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    A view of the TikTok app logo, in Tokyo, Japan, Sept. 28, 2020. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            BARBARA ORTUTAY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        President Donald Trump's meeting Thursday with China's top leader Xi Jinping produced a raft of decisions to help dial back trade tensions, but no agreement on TikTok's ownership. 
"China will work with the U.S. to properly resolve issues related to TikTok," China's Commerce Ministry said after the meeting. 
It gave no details on any progress toward ending uncertainty about the fate of the popular video-sharing platform in the U.S. 
The Trump administration had been signaling that it may have finally reached a deal with Beijing to keep TikTok running in the U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent had said on CBS's "Face the Nation" on Sunday that the two leaders will "consummate that transaction on Thursday in Korea." 
Wide bipartisan majorities in Congress passed -- and President Joe Biden signed -- a law that would ban TikTok in the U.S. if it did not find a new owner to replace China's ByteDance. The platform went dark briefly on a January deadline but on his first day in office, Trump signed an executive order to keep it running while his administration tries to reach an agreement for the sale of the company.

    
Three more executive orders followed, as Trump, without a clear legal basis, extended deadlines for a TikTok deal. The second was in April, when White House officials believed they were nearing a deal to spin off TikTok into a new company with U.S. ownership. That fell apart when China backed out after Trump announced sharply higher tariffs on Chinese products. Deadlines in June and September passed, with Trump saying he would allow TikTok to continue operating in the United States in a way that meets national security concerns.



    
        




    




Trump's order was meant to enable an American-led group of investors to buy the app from China's ByteDance, though the deal also requires China's approval. 

    
    
    
However, TikTok deal is "not really a big thing for Xi Jinping," said Bonnie Glaser, managing director of the German Marshall Fund's Indo-Pacific program, during a media briefing Tuesday. "(China is) happy to let (Trump) declare that they have finally kept a deal. Whether or not that deal will protect the data of Americans is a big question going forward." 

    
    
    
"A big question mark for the United States, of course, is whether this is consistent with U.S. law since there was a law passed by Congress," Glaser said. 

    
About 43% of U.S. adults under the age of 30 say they regularly get news from TikTok, higher than any other social media app, including YouTube, Facebook and Instagram, according to a Pew Research Center report published in September.
A recent Pew Research Center survey found that about one-third of Americans said they supported a TikTok ban, down from 50% in March 2023. Roughly one-third said they would oppose a ban, and a similar percentage said they weren't sure.
Among those who said they supported banning the social media platform, about 8 in 10 cited concerns over users' data security being at risk as a major factor in their decision, according to the report.
The security debate centers on the TikTok recommendation algorithm -- which has steered millions of users into an endless stream of video shorts. China has said the algorithm must remain under Chinese control by law. But a U.S. regulation that Congress passed with bipartisan support said any divestment of TikTok would require the platform to cut ties with ByteDance.


    
American officials have warned the algorithm -- a complex system of rules and calculations that platforms use to deliver personalized content -- is vulnerable to manipulation by Chinese authorities, but no evidence has been presented by U.S. officials proving that China has attempted to do so.
___
Associated Press Writer Fu Ting contributed to this story from Washington. 
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                    Lifestyle

    How Americans feel about changing the clocks, according to a new AP-NORC poll
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            It's time to move clocks back on Sunday. Daylight saving time ends in the U.S. at 2 a.m. local time, which means setting your clock back an hour.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Custodian Ray Keen inspects a clock face before changing the time on the 100-year-old clock atop the Clay County Courthouse March 8, 2014, in Clay Center, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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            DEEPTI HAJELA and LINLEY SANDERS
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Yes, you'll get a shot at an extra hour's sleep. But even with that, it might be one of the most dreaded weekends on the American calendar: the end of daylight saving time.
Only 12% of U.S. adults favor the current system of daylight saving time, which has people in most states changing the clocks twice a year, according to a new AP-NORC poll, while 47% are opposed and 40% are neutral.
Around the country, the clocks will go back one hour at 2 a.m. Sunday (respective local times) to mark the return to standard time and more daylight in the mornings. The poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that for many Americans, it's an unwelcome change -- and if forced to choose, most would prefer to keep that extra hour of daylight in the evening.
Pranava Jayanti is among those who strongly oppose the switch. The 31-year-old Los Angeles resident grew up in India, where the clocks don't change. When he came to the United States for graduate school, some relatives made sure he knew about it.

    
He thought he was prepared, "but when it actually happened, it still took me by surprise," Jayanti said, because of how quickly it got dark in the latter half of the day.



    
        




    




There have been calls for the U.S. to stop making the twice-yearly changes, including a piece of legislation that stalled after the Senate passed it in 2022. Among those urging that the country stick to one time for the entire year are the American Medical Association and American Academy of Sleep Medicine, as well as President Donald Trump, who issued a social media post about it earlier this year.
Permanent daylight saving (not daylight savings, as many people say colloquially) would be unpopular with a significant chunk of people, though, the poll found -- particularly those who prefer mornings. 

    
Changing the clocks is unpopular
The United States first started using the time shift over a century ago, during World War I, then again in World War II. Congress passed a law in 1966 that allowed states to decide if they would have it or not, but required their choices to be uniform across their territories. All states except Arizona and Hawaii make the time shifts; those two states remain on standard time year-round.
Time changes are also undertaken in some other parts of the world, like Canada and Europe, but not in others, like Asia. Europe and North America change the clocks a week apart, resulting in a short period where the time difference between the regions is an hour shorter than the rest of the year.
But although about half of U.S. adults are opposed to the switch -- including 27% who are "strongly" opposed -- many don't care one way or another. That's particularly true of adults under 30, with 51% saying they neither favor nor oppose the practice. Those over 30 are more likely to be opposed to it, with about half saying they dislike the twice-a-year switching of clocks.
If they had to choose one time for the country to use, more than half of adults -- 56% - prefer making daylight saving time permanent, with less light in the morning and more light in the evening. About 4 in 10 prefer standard time, with more light in the morning and less in the evening. 

    
Those who consider themselves "night people" are much more partial to permanent daylight saving time: 61% of them say this would be their choice. 
"Morning people" were just about evenly split, with 49% of them preferring permanent daylight saving time, and 50% wanting permanent standard time.

    
    
    
Vicky Robson is one of those night people. If the 74-year-old retired nurse had to pick one time to go by, it would definitely be permanent daylight saving.
"I don't get up early in the morning, so I don't need the light in the mornings," said Robson, of Albert Lea, Minnesota. "I need it more in the late afternoon, early evening. I like when it's light later, because that's when I do things. I've always worked the evening shift and now that I'm retired, I would go out and take a walk after supper if it was light."

    
Why the clock change still happens
There's no overwhelming evidence that daylight or standard time would be better for society, although there is advice for how to adjust sleep and habits to deal with it.
New research from Stanford University has found that at least when it comes to humans and our internal clocks -- our circadian rhythm -- having a single time would be better for health than switching. It also found that standard time had slightly better health benefits than daylight saving time.
"The more light you have earlier in the morning, the more robust your clock is," said Jamie Zeitzer, one of the study authors and co-director of the Center for Sleep and Circadian Sciences at Stanford.
But that's only one aspect, he added. There are a range of others, from economics to people's personal preferences.
"This is something that people feel very passionate about, and their passion is usually driven by ... themselves, what they would prefer," he said. "There is no time policy that you can have that will make everyone happy." 

    
America did try once, in the mid-1970s, to switch to permanent daylight saving time. It was supposed to be a two-year experiment, but lasted less than a year because it was so unpopular.
At this point, the time shift and the resulting change in daylight hours in different seasons have become part of our culture, said Chad Orzel, professor of physics and astronomy at Union College and author of "A Brief History of Timekeeping."
"People really like having the long evenings in the summer," he said. But "we drop back in the fall so that we don't have the thing that everybody hates, which is it being dark until after you get to work. ... We have earlyish sunrises in the winter and late sunsets in the summer. We like both of those things. The price we pay for that is we have to change the clocks twice a year."
___
Sanders reported from Washington.
___

The AP-NORC poll of 1,289 adults was conducted Oct. 9-13, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for adults overall is plus or minus 3.8 percentage points.
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                    Lifestyle

    A new 'Blue Food' cookbook champions fish and other seafood for any meal




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This combination of images released by Harvest, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, shows cover art for "The Blue Food Cookbook: Delicious Seafood Recipies for a Sustainable Future," left, and a photo of co-authors Barton Seaver, left, and Andrew Zimmern. (Harvest via AP, left, and Eric Wolfinger via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Harvest, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, shows cover art for "The Blue Food Cookbook: Delicious Seafood Recipes for a Sustainable Future," by co-authors Barton Seaver and Andrew Zimmern. (Harvest via AP)]
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            This image released by Harvest, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, shows cover art for "The Blue Food Cookbook: Delicious Seafood Recipes for a Sustainable Future," by co-authors Barton Seaver and Andrew Zimmern. (Harvest via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Harvest, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, shows a recipe for fish sticks on a rustic Italian salad called panzanella. (Eric Wolfinger/Harvest via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Andrew Zimmern and Barton Seaver are what you'd call seafood fanatics. Or blue food evangelists. They want us to eat more things from the water, even first thing in the morning.
"Seafood for breakfast is delicious," says Zimmern, a chef, writer and TV host. Seaver, a chef and National Geographic Explorer, agrees -- he argues that some lean protein with omega-3 fatty acids is a great way to start the day.
"Seafood belongs in all places at all meals at all times," Seaver says.
The two -- in collaboration with the ocean food advocacy nonprofit Fed by Blue -- have combined for "The Blue Food Cookbook: Delicious Recipes for a Sustainable Future," part cookbook and part educational resource to help make food from oceans, lakes and rivers less confusing for many people.
"Seafood, categorically, is a food that needs a little help getting into more people's diets across more demographics," says Seaver. "That was the intent of this book -- to be inviting, but also to give people a sense that, hey, maybe it's time to look anew at seafood."

    
The two use "blue food" to describe the category, which embraces more than just ocean food but also freshwater animals, as well as algae and marine plants. The authors argue that picking blue food doesn't have to be baffling, expensive or hard to cook.
"There's so much confusing information out there," says Zimmern.

    
Labels don't always help
Is wild caught better than farmed? Is fresh better than frozen? Zimmern and Seaver discuss the pros and cons of each, but that's not really what they care about. The labels don't always help: Thanks to technology on trawlers, frozen fish can be fresher than unfrozen. 
More important: Where is your fish from and was it sustainably caught?
"The Blue Food Cookbook" stresses that the fish at the center of any dish can be swapped out with a similar animal in the same family. If there's no fresh, good-looking haddock at the store, try halibut or pollock. 
The authors say consumers may be shying away from buying fish and marine plants because of blaring headlines about depleted oceans, labor abuses,antibiotic use and radiation. They argue those issues are dwarfed by what's happening on land with chickens, cows and pigs.
"To be very clear, there's a lot that we yet need to get right about seafood. But there is so much that's also going right currently, so many innovations that we've created that have really opened the door to this new perspective. And that's what Andrew and I seek to celebrate," says Seaver.
The 145 recipes in the book go from high-brow caviar to a humble tuna noodle casserole, and bounce from North African flavors to Nashville hot catfish. One dish -- a panzanella -- seems to perfectly encapsulate their approach; it takes frozen, pre-made fish sticks and adds heirloom tomatoes, fennel and onion to make a new twist on a rustic Italian salad.
Zimmern recalls fondly when, in his childhood, Mrs. Paul's frozen fish sticks started to appear, and he would dip them in mayonnaise and ketchup mixed together. "It was one of my favorite things ever," he says. He may have become a James Beard Award-winner but he doesn't look down on the often-derided cafeteria staple.
"Anytime we have a meal that doesn't rely on a Big Ag version of beef, pork and chicken, we're making a vote to save our planet," Zimmern says. "If America ate another seafood meal a week, we would be doing such a benefit to our economy."

    
Dueling recipes
The book includes cooking techniques; tips on buying fish; and must-have pantry items. There are recipe sections for bivalves, small silver fish like sardines, preserved and canned seafood, seaweed, flaky white fish like cod, the salmon family, meaty dense fish like carp, steak fish like swordfish, fillet fish like branzino, and shellfish and cephalopods, like octopus. 
The authors offer dueling recipes for crab cakes, linguini with clam sauce and clam chowder, playfully laying out their cases for why their version is supreme.
"We both firmly believe there's no one way to do something that's right," says Zimmern. "And in an effort to sort of poke fun at all of those other chefs and food writers who were like, 'No, this is the only way to do X,' we decided that we're going to have multiple versions of the same things in our book."

    
As for breakfast, the authors look to ideas from Japan, China, Thailand, India and even England, where smoked herring is traditionally eaten. It's not so foreign a concept; in New York, salmon lox on a bagel is a common breakfast.

Seaver even suggests bringing seafood in for lunch at the office, an idea often considered too smelly. "There's plenty of chilled seafood dishes in here that don't need to be microwaved to piss off the whole floor."
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    Undergarment upgrades bring many Mormon women comfort and joy




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints shop for new sleeveless sacred garments at Deseret Book in Salt Lake City on Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Hannah Schoenbaum)]
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[image: A woman holds a pamphlet for the new sleeveless sacred garments worn by members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at Deseret Book in Salt Lake City on Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Hannah Schoenbaum)]
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[image: A woman shops for new sleeveless sacred garments worn by members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at Deseret Book in Salt Lake City on Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Hannah Schoenbaum)]
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            A woman shops for new sleeveless sacred garments worn by members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at Deseret Book in Salt Lake City on Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Hannah Schoenbaum)
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            HANNAH SCHOENBAUM, DEEPA BHARATH and HOLLY MEYER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        SALT LAKE CITY (AP) -- Sleeveless versions of the sacred undergarments worn by members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints flew off the shelves on their first day available in the U.S., marking a momentous occasion for many women in the faith who say they no longer need to trade comfort to feel close to God.
Social media was abuzz with pictures of long lines of mostly women waiting for their chance to get inside specialty stores to buy the new items Tuesday. 
Enthusiasm for the new garments, worn under modest street clothes by members of what is widely known as the Mormon church, is not just about all the outfits they can more easily wear over a tank top. The introduction of more breathable fabrics and styles for the typically two-piece white garments is key, especially for those who struggle to wear them for medical reasons or live in warm climates.

    
"I think that it's great that they are considering the needs of women," said Amanda Shirley, a church member from Salt Lake City who was shopping for the garments Tuesday. She knows some women who struggle with the old cotton and polyester garments due to health problems, including gynecological issues.


While the symbolism of the garments is more important to Shirley than comfort, she's excited for a more breathable alternative. She considers the church's introduction of new garments "forward-thinking."

    
    
    
The church, which has more than 17 million members worldwide, has an all-male priesthood and its top leaders are all men. The highest-ranking women serve on councils that sit several layers of leadership below groups reserved for only men.
Though at times they've drawn ridicule from outsiders, the garments, worn by men and women alike, are comparable to other faiths' holy vestments. They remind temple-going Latter-day Saints that they made covenants of obedience, sacrifice, sexual purity and consecration, said Kathleen Flake, a former professor of Mormon Studies at the University of Virginia.

    
Flake said the new garments were designed by a group including both men and women within the church. They conferred with major lingerie manufacturers to develop these styles over the last two years or so, she said.
"They have tried to make underwear for the world, essentially," Flake said. "The goal here was to ensure that people are comfortable as they fulfill this aspect of their religion."
New garments draw long lines at Utah stores
In the church's home state of Utah, lines for the new garments resembled those of a Black Friday sale, state Sen. Mike McKell said in a post on X.
A line of mostly women with blue shopping baskets snaked through one church-affiliated Deseret Book store in Salt Lake City's Sugar House neighborhood on Tuesday afternoon. Earlier in the day, the line was out the door. 
The new garments cost about $4 to $5 apiece. An employee walked down the line with a measuring tape, gleefully telling customers about the new stretchy fabric, made with some spandex, that she said provides a cooling effect. Signs at the store's registers declared a limit of 20 items per customer to ensure availability for as many shoppers as possible. As of 3 p.m., the store was out of sizes small and extra small. 

    
Asked why she was excited about the new garments, one shopper, Janae Skinner, simply said, "I sweat a lot!"
While there is a way to buy the new garments online, many shoppers told The Associated Press that they wanted a chance to try on the updated styles and sizes before purchasing.
Garments change with the times
Flake, the longtime Mormon expert, said the church has made a number of stylistic changes to temple garments throughout its history simply because the way people dress changes. This latest change has also been a long time coming because the faith is truly global and must cater to everyone who practices it, she said.
"This change shows the church's responsiveness to make the garments as comfortable as possible for a maximum number of people," Flake said. 
It's also why the garments were first introduced in other parts of the world where it was a more practical necessity, including hotter climates and where women typically wear dresses. Sleeveless tops, skirt bottoms and one-piece shifts were already available in Africa and the Philippines, according to the church's online store.

    
Daniel Walker rushed to buy the new garments before he leaves Wednesday for missionary training. He said he was excited to try the new tank top style, which he hopes will be more comfortable in warmer months while serving his mission in Roseville, California. He said the current garments can get hot, but he has gotten used to them.
He said a friend who served a mission in Africa got the sleeveless garments there last year and encouraged Walker to buy them as soon as they hit the shelves stateside.
The missionary from Grantsville, 37 miles (59 kilometers) west of Salt Lake City, said he gets frustrated when people outside the faith joke that Latter-day Saints wear "magic underwear." He hopes that by speaking openly about the spiritual significance, he can help cut through some of the stigma.

    
"I feel like sometimes people act like it's like a secret or something that we need to hide," Walker said. "But to me, it's just something that reminds me of promises I made with God, and so I don't think it's anything that I should keep secret."
___
Bharath reported from Los Angeles and Meyer from Nashville, Tennessee. 
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Erika Kirk's words spotlight forgiveness in a divided nation




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Erika Kirk reacts after President Donald Trump posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom to her late husband Charlie Kirk, in the Rose Garden of the White House, Tuesday, Oct. 14, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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            Erika Kirk reacts after President Donald Trump posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom to her late husband Charlie Kirk, in the Rose Garden of the White House, Tuesday, Oct. 14, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this Oct. 2, 2006 photo, Amish men gather across the street from the one-room schoolhouse in Nickel Mines, Pa., after a fatal shooting at the school. (John Makely/The Baltimore Sun via AP, file)]
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            In this Oct. 2, 2006 photo, Amish men gather across the street from the one-room schoolhouse in Nickel Mines, Pa., after a fatal shooting at the school. (John Makely/The Baltimore Sun via AP, file)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Star of David hands from a fence outside the dormant landmark Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh's Squirrel Hill neighborhood on July 13, 2023. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar/File)]
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[image: Erika Kirk speaks at a memorial for her husband Charlie Kirk, Sept. 21, 2025, at State Farm Stadium in Glendale, Ariz. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, file)]
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            Erika Kirk speaks at a memorial for her husband Charlie Kirk, Sept. 21, 2025, at State Farm Stadium in Glendale, Ariz. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, file)
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                                        "That man, that young man -- I forgive him."
Erika Kirk softly spoke those words about the gunman accused of assassinating her husband, conservative activist Charlie Kirk, as she struggled to hold back tears last month during his memorial service.
Her public declaration inspired another. Hollywood actor Tim Allen said he was so moved by her words that he was forgiving the drunken driver who caused his father's death 60 years ago. Barely two weeks after Charlie Kirk's death, members of a Michigan congregation made public that they too were forgiving a gunman, the one who had just attacked their church, killing four people and injuring eight others.
Their high-profile acts of forgiveness are all the more remarkable given the politically charged and highly polarizing climate gripping the U.S. It has pushed people of faith to contemplate what forgiveness means, particularly in the face of violence, trauma and unspeakable grief, and whether it could shift public consciousness toward compassion.

    
While some see a glimmer of hope in this moment, others are skeptical. Miroslav Volf, professor of theology at Yale Divinity School, said he views President Donald Trump's response to Erika Kirk's words -- that he hates his opponents -- as the more typical sentiment.
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[image: Charlie Kirk hands out hats before speaking at Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Utah campus where Charlie Kirk was shot provided less security than other venues as he toured nation
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The crowd reacts after Charlie Kirk, the CEO and co-founder of the conservative youth organization Turning Point USA, is shot at the Utah Valley University Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A timeline of Charlie Kirk's assassination and the arrest of a suspect
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of images gathered in September 2025 from social media posts shows AI-generated content depicting conservative activist Charlie Kirk. (Religion News Service via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Charlie Kirk's AI resurrection ushers in a new era of digital grief
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




"Erika Kirk's gesture is the outlier," he said. "It was an extraordinary act of courage. But it was also telling that (Trump's) response got the bigger reaction from the crowd at the memorial. You have to wonder about these two very different responses. How do we find space for grace when we are so at odds that we cannot recognize humanity on the other side of the divide?"

    
Forgiveness, a mandate for Christians
California pastor Jack Hibbs, who leads Calvary Chapel Chino Hills and is a friend of the Kirks, called her words an "incredibly powerful" message of hope for the shooter, and in keeping with the family's deep commitment to the Gospel, which commands Christians to forgive even their enemies. 
"The Bible warns us that bitterness, when left alone, can grow up in and destroy your heart," Hibbs said. "So forgiveness was given to us by God to set us free from what's been done to us."
The Rev. Thomas Berg, visiting professor at the McGrath Institute for Church Life at the University of Notre Dame, said he hopes Erika Kirk's gesture "ignites some kind of meaningful national conversation about forgiveness."
He said forgiveness is not a one-time event, but a process that takes time and work. Berg, who counsels victims of sex abuse in the Catholic Church, warns that it should never be coerced but authentically given -- an act that he says has the power to heal the deepest wounds. 
He would like to see more public expressions of forgiveness, which could serve as a balm for the country.
"I hope this is not a passing moment," he said. "The dynamic of forgiveness throws a wrench into the dysfunction of our partisan divides and our inability to have a reasonable exchange of ideas."
Dave Butler, a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and science fiction writer based in Utah, believes forgiveness is a mandate for all Christians, as his church teaches. He started a crowdfunding initiative for the family of the Michigan shooter who opened fire on the Latter-day Saints congregation, which as of this week, had raised a little over $388,000.

    
Butler said he started it because -- in addition to the grieving church members who had lost loved ones in this mass shooting -- there was the family of the gunman that was also traumatized.
"They also did not choose this," he said. "Nevertheless, they are now short a husband and a father. If we're not really thoughtful, we might be inclined to see them more as antagonists rather than victims. More than 10,000 people have contributed and they understand what they're doing is an act of forgiveness."

    
Forgiveness from the perspective of Anabaptists
An often-cited modern example of forgiveness is the response of the Amish community around Nickel Mines, Pennsylvania, after a gunman killed five Amish schoolgirls and wounded five more in 2006 before taking his own life. Local Amish immediately expressed forgiveness for the killer and supported his widow.
Amish are part of the wider Anabaptist movement, which puts heavy emphasis on Jesus' Sermon on the Mount, containing some of his most radical and counter-cultural sayings -- to love enemies, live simply, bless persecutors, turn the other cheek and to endure sufferings joyfully. In it, Jesus says God will only forgive those who forgive others.
While many outside the Anabaptists' world have endorsed their beliefs about forgiveness -- which they also voiced for Haitian kidnappers of Anabaptist missionaries in 2021 -- others say the picture is more complex. Advocates for victims of sexual abuse in Anabaptist communities say victims and their families are often forced to reconcile with abusers after the latter make a confession and undergo a brief period of discipline.

    
A complicated journey for trauma survivors
The Jewish perspective on forgiveness is different in that it requires the perpetrator to seek forgiveness from the person who has been wronged, said Rabbi Jeffrey Myers. He heads Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh where 11 people from three congregations were killed after a gunman attacked it during Shabbat services on Oct. 27, 2018. 
"For me, it's complicated because there are 11 dead people who cannot be sought for forgiveness," Myers said, adding that he cannot offer forgiveness because the perpetrator -- who faces execution -- did not show remorse. 
"While the perpetrator has received a measure of justice as outlined by the judicial process, it didn't give me closure because those 11 people are gone," Myers said. "There is nothing that makes that pain go away."
What gives him some comfort is being able to help other congregations that are going through similar trauma. Myers said he was grateful to have received that support from the Rev. Eric Manning, pastor of Mother Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, South Carolina, a historically Black church where a self-proclaimed white supremacist shot and killed nine congregants on June 17, 2015 -- including the church's pastor at the time.
"Today, as someone who belongs to that club no one should belong to, I view it as my sacred obligation to help," Myers said. "Even if I can help one person, that's gratifying, that feels healing."
Peg Durachko, whose husband Dr. Richard Gottfried, a dentist, was one of the victims in the synagogue shooting, said that as a Catholic, she looked to Pope John Paul II for inspiration as she read about how he visited the imprisoned man who shot him and offered forgiveness.
"I recognize (the gunman) as a child of God who made bad choices to lead him in that direction," she said. "I'm not his judge, God is. I want him to have eternal life. I don't harbor hate or ill wishes to anyone, including him. I don't want to carry this baggage of hate."
___
AP journalist Peter Smith in Pittsburgh contributed to this report.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    American cardinal celebrates old Latin Mass in St. Peter's in a sign of change
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            A top American cardinal celebrated a traditional Latin Mass on Saturday in St. Peter's Basilica with the explicit permission of Pope Leo XIV, thrilling traditionalist Catholics who had felt abandoned after Pope Francis greatly restricted the ancient liturgy. (AP Video and production by Veronica Andrea Sauchelli

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cardinal Raymond Leo Burke celebrates an old Latin Mass for pilgrims in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Saturday, Oct. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: A woman attends a mass celebrated by Cardinal Raymond Leo Burke in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Saturday, Oct. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: Faithful pray as Cardinal Raymond Leo Burke celebrates an old Latin Mass for pilgrims in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Saturday, Oct. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: Cardinal Raymond Leo Burke, sitting, delivers a speech as he celebrates the old Latin Mass for pilgrim in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Saturday, Oct. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- A top American cardinal celebrated a traditional Latin Mass on Saturday in St. Peter's Basilica with the explicit permission of Pope Leo XIV, thrilling traditionalist Catholics who had felt abandoned after Pope Francis greatly restricted the ancient liturgy.
A few thousand pilgrims, many of them young families with multiple children and the women covering their heads with lace veils, packed the altar area of the basilica to standing room-only capacity. 
Cardinal Raymond Burke, the conservative American figurehead, presided over the 2 1/2-hour liturgy, which was rich in hymn, incense and priests bowing to the altar, their backs to the faithful in the pews. 
For many traditionalists, the moment was a tangible sign that Leo might be more sympathetic to their plight, after they felt rejected by Francis and his 2021 crackdown on the old liturgy. 

    
Francis had taken action after the spread of the ancient liturgy, especially in the United States, dovetailed with the rise of religiously inspired political conservatism and decline in church attendance at more progressive parishes.

    
    
    
"I'm very hopeful," said Ruben Pereto Rivas, an Argentine organizer of the pilgrimage. "The first signs of Pope Leo are those of dialogue and listening, truly listening to everyone."

    
    
    
Liturgy wars a long time brewing
The latest rounds in the liturgy wars date back to the Second Vatican Council, the 1960s meetings that modernized the church. Among the reforms was the celebration of the Mass in the vernacular, rather than Latin.
In the decades that followed, the old Latin Mass was still available but not widespread. In 2007, Pope Benedict XVI relaxed restrictions on celebrating it as part of his overall outreach to traditionalists still attached to the old rite.
In one of the most controversial acts of his pontificate, Francis in 2021 reversed Benedict's 2007 reform and reinstated restrictions on celebrating the old Mass. Francis said its spread had become a source of division in the church and been exploited by Catholics opposed to Vatican II.

    
Rather than heal the divisions, though, Francis' crackdown seemed to further drive a wedge.
"We are orphans," said Christian Marquant, a French organizer of Saturday's pilgrimage.
Leo's election and vows to bring peace and healing
Leo, history's first American pope, was elected with a broad consensus among cardinals and has said his aim is unity and reconciliation in the church. Many conservatives and traditionalists urged him to heal the liturgical divisions that spread over the Latin Mass, especially.

    
After Leo's election, Marquant wrote Leo a letter on behalf of some 70 traditionalist groups asking, among other things, for permission to celebrate a Mass according to the ancient rite in St. Peter's during the traditionalists' annual pilgrimage to Rome.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pope Leo XIV meets Cardinals and Bishops during an audience with pilgrims of the Diocesan Jubilee in St. Peter's Square, at the Vatican, Saturday, Oct. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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Burke, who had an audience with Leo on Aug. 22, gave him the letter and Leo gave his permission, Marquant said. 
Francis, too, had allowed Latin Masses to be celebrated in the basilica even in the immediate aftermath of his 2021 crackdown, but only by low-ranking priests. In 2023 and 2024, the traditionalists couldn't find anyone even willing to approach Francis to ask permission, Marquant said. 
On Saturday, Burke didn't mention Francis, his crackdown or Leo in his homily, the key section of which he delivered in Italian, Spanish, French and English. But he referred repeatedly to Benedict and his 2007 reform liberalizing the old liturgy as if it were still very much in force. 
Through Benedict's reform, "the whole church is maturing in an ever deeper understanding and love for the great gift of the sacred liturgy, as it has been handed down to us in an unbroken line from the Apostolic Tradition, from the Apostles and their successors," Burke said.
The Hungarian ambassador to the Holy See, Eduard Habsburg, stood for over an hour with his family among the pilgrims to cross through the basilica's Holy Door, and then found spots in the standing-room-only section for the Mass.
"It's really nothing like the cliches you hear of traditionalists," he said as he inched his way into the basilica. "The reality is families with children."

    
In July, leaked Vatican documents undermined Francis' stated reason for having imposed the restrictions in the first place: Francis had said he was responding to "the wishes expressed" by bishops around the world who had responded to a 2020 Vatican survey, as well as the Vatican doctrine office's own opinion.
But the documents suggested that the majority of Catholic bishops who responded to the survey had expressed general satisfaction with the old Latin Mass and warned that restricting it would "do more harm than good."

    
Tradition-minded Catholics in the pews hopeful
James Rodio, a psychiatrist and father of three, has been attending the traditional Latin Mass with his family for nearly three decades in Cleveland, Ohio. 
"I was just struck by the reverence and beauty and symbolism in action and gesture, and of course the content too," he said in a telephone interview.
Even though Rodio had always had access to a traditional Mass in Cleveland, he and other parishioners felt "frustration" at Francis' crackdown and the restrictions that he imposed.
"Behind it all, there was a sadness" and sense that Francis didn't understand them, he said. "How could any organization have an approach for 16 or 17 centuries and then say it wasn't valid anymore?"
Rodio said he and his fellow parishioners are optimistic about Leo and hope he will allow more parishes to offer the traditional liturgy. In recent weeks, the diocese of Cleveland received a two-year extension to keep allowing the Latin Mass at two diocesan churches.
"My guess is Leo may try to do a lot by not doing a lot publicly," Rodio said.
__

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    La Armada pierde dos aeronaves del portaaviones USS Nimitz en 30 minutos




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: El USS Nimitz (CVN 68) zarpa de la bahia de San Diego el 19 de agosto de 2023 en Mission Beach, San Diego. (Nelvin C. Cepeda/The San Diego Union-Tribune via AP, Archivo)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Un avion de combate y un helicoptero destinados en el portaaviones USS Nimitz se estrellaron en el mar de China Meridional con 30 minutos de diferencia, informo la Flota del Pacifico de la Marina.
Los tres tripulantes del helicoptero MH-60R Sea Hawk fueron rescatados el domingo por la tarde, y los dos aviadores del avion de combate F/A-18F Super Hornet se eyectaron y fueron recuperados a salvo, y los cinco "estan seguros y en condicion estable", afirmo la flota en un comunicado.
Las causas de los dos accidentes estaban bajo investigacion, segun el comunicado.
El presidente Donald Trump, hablando con los periodistas a bordo del Air Force One en ruta a Tokio el lunes, dijo que los incidentes podrian haber sido causados por "combustible malo". Descarto que hubiera nada sospechoso y dijo que no habia "nada que ocultar".

    
El USS Nimitz esta regresando a su puerto de origen en la Base Naval Kitsap en el estado de Washington despues de haber sido desplegado en Oriente Medio durante la mayor parte del verano como parte de la respuesta de Estados Unidos a los ataques de los rebeldes huties de Yemen contra el trafico mercante. El portaaviones esta en su ultimo despliegue antes de ser dado de baja.



    
        




    




Otro portaaviones, el USS Harry S. Truman, sufrio una serie de percances en los ultimos meses mientras estaba desplegado en Oriente Medio.
En diciembre, el crucero lanzamisiles USS Gettysburg derribo por error un avion F/A-18 del Truman.

    
    
    
Luego, en abril, otro avion de combate F/A-18 se deslizo del hangar del Truman y cayo al mar Rojo.

Y en mayo, un avion de combate F/A que aterrizaba en el portaaviones en el mar Rojo cayo por la borda despues de aparentemente no enganchar los cables de acero utilizados para detener los aviones al aterrizar, lo que obligo a sus dos pilotos a eyectarse.
Ningun marinero murio en ninguno de esos percances. Los resultados de las investigaciones sobre esos incidentes aun no han sido publicados.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Huracan Melissa deja un sendero de destruccion a su paso por Cuba, Haiti y Jamaica




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Personas recuperan pertenencias de una casa inundada por el huracan Melissa en Santiago de Cuba, el miercoles 29 de octubre de 2025. (AP Foto/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Un hombre traslada un televisor desde su casa inundada por el huracan Melissa en Santiago de Cuba, el miercoles 29 de octubre de 2025. (AP Foto/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Residentes caminan por Lacovia Tombstone, Jamaica, despues del paso del huracan Melissa, el miercoles 29 de octubre de 2025. (AP Foto/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: Una mujer yace dentro de una choza inundada por la lluvia provocada por el huracan Melissa en un refugio para familias desplazadas por la violencia de las pandillas en Puerto Principe, Haiti, el miercoles 29 de octubre de 2025. (AP Foto/Odelyn Joseph)]
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                                        SANTIAGO DE CUBA, Cuba (AP) -- El huracan Melissa dejo decenas de muertos y causo una destruccion generalizada a su paso por Cuba, Haiti y Jamaica, donde las casas sin techo, los postes de servicios publicos derribados y los muebles empapados dominaban el paisaje el miercoles.
Un deslizamiento de tierra bloqueo la circulacion por los caminos principales de Santa Cruz, en el distrito de St. Elizabeth, Jamaica, donde las calles quedaron reducidas a lodazales. Los residentes barrian el agua de sus hogares mientras intentaban rescatar algunas de sus pertenencias. El viento desprendio parte del techo de una escuela secundaria donde se habilito un albergue.
"Nunca habia visto algo asi en todos mis anos viviendo aqui", dijo Jennifer Small, una residente.
La magnitud de los danos del mortifero huracan seguia sin estar clara el miercoles debido a que persistian los cortes de energia generalizados y las condiciones peligrosas en la region.

    
"Es demasiado pronto para dar una evaluacion definitiva", dijo Dana Morris Dixon, ministra de Educacion de Jamaica.
Melissa toco tierra el martes en Jamaica como un huracan de categoria 5 con vientos maximos de 295 km/h (185 mph), uno de los ciclones del Atlantico mas fuertes de los que se tenga registro. Luego se debilito y avanzo hacia Cuba. Sin embargo, incluso los paises que no se encontraban en la trayectoria directa de la enorme tormenta sufrieron sus devastadores efectos.



    
        




    




Al menos 25 personas han muerto en Haiti y otras 18 siguen desaparecidas, informo la Agencia de Proteccion Civil de ese pais en un comunicado el miercoles. Veinte de los fallecidos y 10 de los desaparecidos son originarios de un poblado costero en el sur del pais en donde las inundaciones destruyeron decenas de casas. En Jamaica se reportaron al menos ocho personas muertas.

    
    
    
En Cuba, las autoridades informaron el miercoles de viviendas que se vinieron abajo, caminos bloqueados y edificios que perdieron sus techos, siendo el este del pais la region mas afectada. Alrededor de 735.000 personas permanecian en albergues.

    
"Eso fue infernal. Toda la noche, algo tremendo", dijo a The Associated Press Reinaldo Charon en Santiago de Cuba. El empleado de 52 anos de edad fue una de las pocas personas que salio a las calles el miercoles, cubriendose de la intermitente lluvia con un impermeable de plastico.
Los meteorologos tienen previsto que Melissa, ahora un huracan de categoria 2, lleve vientos peligrosos, inundaciones y marejadas ciclonicas a las Bahamas a partir de la noche del miercoles hasta el jueves .

    
Jamaica evalua los danos
En Jamaica, mas de 25.000 personas se encontraban hacinadas en refugios el miercoles despues de que la tormenta desprendio los tejados de sus casas y los dejo temporalmente sin hogar. Dixon dijo que el 77% de la isla estaba sin electricidad.
Las interrupciones complicaron la evaluacion de danos debido a "un apagon total de comunicaciones" en ciertas zonas, dijo Richard Thompson, director general interino de la Oficina de Preparacion para Desastres y Gestion de Emergencias de Jamaica, a la estacion de radio Nationwide News Network.
"La recuperacion tomara tiempo, pero el gobierno esta completamente movilizado", declaro el primer ministro Andrew Holness en un comunicado. "Ya se alistan los suministros de asistencia y estamos haciendo todo lo posible para volver pronto a la normalidad".
Funcionarios de Black River, un poblado costero de unos 5.000 habitantes en la parte suroccidental de la isla, hicieron un llamado de ayuda durante una conferencia de prensa el miercoles.
"Catastrofico es un termino que no alcanza a abarcar lo que estamos observando", declaro el alcalde Richard Solomon.
Anadio que la tormenta destruyo la infraestructura local para rescates. El hospital de la localidad, las unidades policiales y los servicios de emergencia quedaron inundados y sin capacidad para conducir operaciones de emergencia.
El ministro de Transporte, Daryl Vaz, dijo que dos de los aeropuertos de la isla reabriran el miercoles exclusivamente para recibir vuelos de ayuda, mientras que las agencias de Naciones Unidas y decenas de organizaciones sin fines de lucro estan a la espera para dar inicio a la distribucion de productos basicos.

    
"La devastacion es inmensa", subrayo. "Necesitamos poner manos a la obra para recuperarnos mas fuertes y ayudar a quienes lo necesitan en estos momentos".
Estados Unidos enviara equipos de busqueda y rescate para asistir en las labores de recuperacion en el Caribe, informo el secretario de Estado estadounidense, Marco Rubio, en la red social X.
El superintendente de la policia de St. Elizabeth, Coleridge Minto, declaro el miercoles a Nationwide News Network que las autoridades han localizado al menos cuatro cuerpos en el suroeste de la isla. Ademas, se reporto un deceso en el oeste del pais despues de que un arbol cayo sobre un bebe, informo el senador Abka Fitz-Henley a la cadena radiofonica.
Antes de tocar tierra, ya se le habian atribuido tres muertes a la tormenta en Jamaica, asi como otros tres decesos en Haiti y uno mas en Republica Dominicana.

    
Devastacion en Haiti
El paso del huracan Melissa causo danos en mas de 160 viviendas y destruyo otras 80 en el poblado de Petit-Goave, donde murieron 20 personas, incluidos 10 ninos, informo el miercoles la Agencia de Proteccion Civil de Haiti.
El abogado Charly Saint-Vil relato que, tras el paso de la tormenta, vio cuerpos tendidos entre los escombros mientras recorria las calles del pequeno poblado costero en el que crecio. Tambien pudo ver a personas buscando a gritos a sus hijos desaparecidos, senalo.
"La gente lo perdio todo", recalco Saint-Vil.
Aunque ya quedo atras la amenaza inmediata de la tormenta, Saint-Vil, de 30 anos, dijo que los residentes de Petit-Goave siguen preocupados por la falta de acceso a medicamentos, agua y alimentos en los proximos dias debido a la inestabilidad politica en el pais.
"No sabemos que va a pasar manana o pasado manana", subrayo.
Por ahora, los vecinos se ayudan unos a otros para cubrir sus necesidades y encontrar un lugar para dormir. Saint-Vil recibio en su pequeno apartamento a varios de sus amigos que perdieron sus casas.
"Hare lo que pueda, pero no es facil porque es una situacion muy complicada para todos", puntualizo.
Cuba hace frente a la tormenta
Los habitantes de la provincia de Santiago de Cuba, en el oriente de la isla, comenzaron el miercoles a limpiar los escombros alrededor de los muros derrumbados de sus casas horas despues de que Melissa toco tierra en la region.
"Lo que importa es la vida", dijo Alexis Ramos, un pescador de 54 anos, mientras observaba su casa destruida bajo la proteccion de un impermeable amarillo. "Reparar esto cuesta dinero, mucho dinero".
Los medios locales mostraron imagenes de los danos considerables que sufrio el Hospital Clinico Juan Bruno Zayas: cristales esparcidos por el suelo, salas de espera en ruinas y muros de mamposteria derrumbados.
"En cuanto las condiciones lo permitan, iniciaremos la recuperacion", escribio el presidente Miguel Diaz-Canel en X.
El huracan podria agravar la severa crisis economica que atraviesa Cuba, la cual ya ha provocado prolongados apagones, asi como escasez de combustible y alimentos.
El Instituto Nacional de Recursos Hidraulicos de Cuba informo de una acumulacion de lluvias de 38 centimetros (15 pulgadas) en Charco Redondo y 36 centimetros (14 pulgadas) en el embalse de Las Villas.
El miercoles por la noche Melissa presentaba vientos maximos sostenidos de 155 km/h (100 mph) y se desplazaba hacia el noreste a 33 km/h (21 mph), segun el Centro Nacional de Huracanes (NHC) de Estados Unidos. El huracan se ubicaba a unos 170 kilometros (105 millas) al este-noreste del centro de las Bahamas y a unos 1.285 kilometros (800 millas) al suroeste de Bermudas.
Las autoridades bahamenas evacuaron a decenas de personas del extremo sureste del archipielago, antes de la llegada de la tormenta. Para el jueves por la noche, se espera que Melissa pase al oeste de las Bermudas.
___

Rodriguez informo desde La Habana, Myers desde Santa Cruz, Jamaica y Sanon desde Puerto Principe, Haiti. Los periodistas de The Associated Press Danica Coto en San Juan, Puerto Rico, y Safiyah Riddle en Montgomery, Alabama, contribuyeron a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Surgen protestas en Rio de Janeiro tras redada policial que dejo 119 muertos




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Una mujer llora sobre los cuerpos de las personas asesinadas el dia anterior durante una redada policial contra la pandilla Comando Vermelho en la favela Complexo da Penha, el miercoles 29 de octubre de 2025, en Rio de Janeiro, Brasil. (AP Foto/Silvia Izquierdo)]
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                                        RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) -- Decenas de personas denunciaron el miercoles uso excesivo de la fuerza y exigieron la renuncia del gobernador del estado de Rio de Janeiro luego que una enorme redada policial la vispera contra una banda de narcotraficantes en barrios pobres de la ciudad homonima dejara al menos 119 muertos.
Residentes de las favelas se manifestaron frente a la sede del gobierno estatal, gritando "!asesinos!" y ondeando banderas brasilenas manchadas con pintura roja al dia siguiente de la redada --la mas mortifera en Rio de Janeiro--, y horas despues de que familias y residentes colocaran docenas de cuerpos en una calle de una de las comunidades afectadas para mostrar la magnitud del operativo.
Rapidamente surgieron interrogantes sobre el numero de muertos y el estado de los cuerpos, luego de reportes de que algunos estaban desfigurados y tenian heridas de arma blanca. El Supremo Tribunal Federal de Brasil, fiscales y legisladores pidieron al gobernador del estado de Rio, Claudio Castro, que proporcionara informacion detallada sobre la operacion.

    
"Esto fue una masacre", lamento Barbara Barbosa, trabajadora domestica del complejo de favelas de Penha, una de las dos grandes comunidades donde se llevo a cabo la operacion policial. Dijo que su hijo fue asesinado en una operacion anterior en Penha.



    
        




    




"?Tenemos una sentencia de muerte? Dejen de matarnos", pidio la activista Rute Sales, de 56 anos. Muchos residentes llegaron en motocicletas desde Penha, en la zona pobre del norte de Rio de Janeiro, al imponente Palacio Guanabara.

    
    
    
La cifra de 115 sospechosos y cuatro policias muertos fue un incremento respecto a lo que las autoridades originalmente dijeron que eran 60 sospechosos muertos en la redada del martes, efectuada por unos 2.500 policias y soldados en las favelas de Penha y Complexo de Alemao.
Felipe Curi, secretario de la policia del estado de Rio, declaro en una conferencia de prensa que se encontraron cuerpos adicionales en un area boscosa donde, segun el, llevaban ropa de camuflaje mientras se enfrentaban con las fuerzas de seguridad. Indico que los residentes locales habian retirado ropa y equipo de los cuerpos, y que ello se investigaria como manipulacion de pruebas.

    
"Estos individuos estaban en el bosque, equipados con ropa de camuflaje, chalecos y armas. Ahora muchos de ellos aparecieron en ropa interior o pantalones cortos, sin equipo, como si hubieran pasado por un portal y cambiado de ropa", senalo Curi.
Horas antes el miercoles, en el barrio de Penha, los residentes se ubicaron alrededor de muchos de los cuerpos --recogidos en camiones y exhibidos en una plaza principal-- y gritaron "!masacre!" y "!justicia!" antes de que las autoridades forenses llegaran para recuperar los restos.
"Pueden llevarlos a la carcel, ?por que matarlos asi? Muchos de ellos estaban vivos y pidiendo ayuda", dijo la residente Elisangela Silva Santos, de 50 anos, durante la protesta en Penha. "Si, son traficantes, pero son humanos".
La cifra oficial de arrestados se situo en 113, un incremento con respecto a los 81 citados anteriormente, senalo Curi. El gobierno estatal sostuvo que se decomisaron unos 90 fusiles y mas de una tonelada de drogas.

    
Policias y soldados lanzaron la redada en helicopteros, vehiculos blindados y a pie, enfocandose en la banda Comando Vermelho (Rojo). Fueron recibidos con disparos y otras represalias por parte de sus integrantes, lo que desato escenas caoticas en toda la ciudad el martes. Las escuelas en las areas afectadas cerraron, una universidad local cancelo las clases y se bloquearon carreteras con autobuses para usarlos como barricadas.
Muchas tiendas permanecieron cerradas el miercoles por la manana en Penha, donde el activista local Raull Santiago aseguro que formaba parte de un equipo que encontro unos 15 cuerpos antes del amanecer.
"Vimos personas ejecutadas: baleadas por la espalda, con disparos en la cabeza, heridas de arma blanca, personas atadas. Este nivel de brutalidad, el odio esparcido... no hay otra forma de describirlo, salvo que fue una masacre", expreso Santiago.

    
Alexandre de Moraes, juez del Supremo Tribunal Federal, le ordeno a Castro que proporcionara informacion sobre la operacion policial, y programo una audiencia con el gobernador del estado y los jefes de la policia militar y civil el proximo lunes en Rio.
La comision de derechos humanos del Senado indico que estaba pidiendo aclaraciones al gobierno del estado de Rio. Mientras tanto, fiscales de Rio solicitaron que Castro proporcionara informacion detallada sobre la operacion y pruebas de que no habia medios menos daninos para lograr sus objetivos.
Y la fiscalia publica federal le pidio al Instituto Medico Forense que asegurara que los informes de autopsia contengan descripciones completas y documentacion fotografica y radiografica de todas las lesiones.

    
Castro asevero el martes que Rio de Janeiro estaba en guerra contra el "narcoterrorismo", un termino que evoca la retorica usada por el gobierno del presidente estadounidense Donald Trump en su campana de atacar embarcaciones que presuntamente transportan drogas en aguas cercanas a America Latina.
El gobernador dijo el miercoles que el operativo habia sido un "exito", salvo por las muertes de los cuatro policias.
El gobierno del estado de Rio de Janeiro indico que los pandilleros muertos se habian resistido a la accion policial.
Rio de Janeiro ha sido escenario de redadas policiales letales durante decadas. En marzo de 2005, unas 29 personas murieron en la region de Baixada Fluminense, mientras que en mayo de 2021, veintiocho perdieron la vida en la favela de Jacarezinho.
Pero la magnitud y letalidad de la operacion del martes no tienen precedentes. Organizaciones no gubernamentales y el organismo de la ONU para los derechos humanos rapidamente expresaron preocupaciones sobre el alto numero de muertes reportadas y pidieron investigaciones.
"Entendemos plenamente los retos de tener que lidiar con grupos violentos y bien organizados como el Comando Rojo", declaro Marta Hurtado, portavoz de derechos humanos de la ONU .
Pero Brasil debe "romper este ciclo de extrema brutalidad y asegurar que las operaciones policiales cumplan con los estandares internacionales sobre el uso de la fuerza", agrego, y senalo que el organismo solicito una reforma policial completa.
Horas mas tarde el miercoles, el presidente Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva declaro en la red social X que le habia pedido al ministro de Justicia y al director general de la Policia Federal que se reunan con Castro en Rio.
Brasil no puede aceptar que el crimen organizado "siga destruyendo familias, oprimiendo a los residentes y esparciendo drogas y violencia por las ciudades", declaro.
Desde Colombia, el presidente Gustavo Petro critico la redada, comparandola a una cuestionada operacion militar realizada en su pais en 2002 en Medellin. "Dolor de pobres. La barbarie es el comun denominador de las extremas derechas, cada vez mas criminales y nazis", indico el dirigente izquierdista en X. "Creen que pueden ordenar la sociedad a la fuerza, masacrando".
Por su parte, el presidente electo de Bolivia, Rodrigo Paz, emitio un comunicado en el que le pidio al presidente Luis Arce Catacora disponer, "con caracter inmediato, todas las medidas de control y seguridad necesarias para evitar el ingreso al territorio nacional de integrantes de organizaciones criminales provenientes del Brasil, tras los graves hechos de violencia ocurridos recientemente en Rio de Janeiro".
Bolivia y Brasil comparten una vasta frontera en la que ocurren diversos delitos, entre ellos narcotrafico y contrabando de armas.
Los objetivos declarados de la operacion eran capturar lideres y limitar la expansion territorial del Comando Rojo, que ha aumentado su control sobre las favelas en los ultimos anos.
Supuestamente, los miembros de la banda atacaron a la policia con al menos un dron. El gobierno estatal de Rio de Janeiro compartio un video en X que parecia mostrar un dron que disparaba un proyectil.
El gobernador Castro, del opositor Partido Liberal conservador, declaro el martes que Rio estaba "solo en esta guerra". Dijo que el gobierno federal deberia estar proporcionando mas apoyo para combatir el crimen, en una critica al gobierno de Lula.
Sin embargo, el Ministerio de Justicia destaco que habia respondido a las solicitudes del gobierno estatal de Rio para desplegar fuerzas nacionales en el estado, renovando su presencia 11 veces.
Gleisi Hoffmann, enlace del gobierno de Lula con el Parlamento, coincidio en que se necesitaba una accion mas coordinada, pero se refirio a una ofensiva reciente contra el lavado de dinero como un ejemplo de la accion del gobierno federal contra el crimen organizado.
El ministro de Justicia, Ricardo Lewandowski, dijo que claramente fue una operacion extremadamente sangrienta y violenta.
"Deberiamos reflexionar sobre si este tipo de accion es compatible con el Estado de Derecho democratico que nos gobierna a todos", manifesto ante periodistas.
Las bandas criminales han expandido su presencia en todo Brasil en los ultimos anos, incluso en la selva amazonica.

Roberto Uchoa, del grupo de expertos Foro Brasileno de Seguridad Publica, senalo que dichos grupos delincuenciales se han fortalecido a pesar de este tipo de operaciones, en una insinuacion de que son ineficaces.
"Matar a mas de 100 personas asi no ayudara a disminuir la expansion del Comando Rojo. Los muertos pronto seran reemplazados", expreso.
_____
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    World News

    Un avion pequeno que llevaba turistas extranjeros se estrella en Kenia. Se teme que haya 11 muertos




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Las autoridades de Kenia inspeccionan la escena donde se estrello un avion cerca de Diani, Kenia, el martes 28 de octubre de 2025. (AP Foto)]
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                                        NAIROBI, Kenia (AP) -- Un accidente de avion mato a 11 personas, en su mayoria turistas extranjeros, en la region costera de Kwale, en Kenia, la madrugada del martes mientras se dirigia a la Reserva Nacional Maasai Mara.
La aerolinea, Mombasa Air Safari, dijo en un comunicado que a bordo iban ocho pasajeros hungaros y dos alemanes, y que el piloto keniano tambien murio. El avion se estrello en una zona escarpada y boscosa a unos 40 kilometros (25 millas) de la pista de aterrizaje de Diani, informaron las autoridades.
La aerolinea no confirmo a que hora despego la aeronave de la pista de Diani, y senalo que el piloto no se comunico al partir y que la torre de control del aeropuerto intento contactarlo durante 30 minutos antes de que se localizara el avion.
Las agencias de investigacion buscaban la causa del accidente ocurrido a las 05:30 de la manana, dijo el comisionado del condado de Kwale, Stephen Orinde, a The Associated Press. Habia fuertes lluvias en la costa de Kenia en ese momento.

    
La aeronave estallo en llamas, dejando un fuselaje carbonizado en el lugar, dijeron las autoridades. Testigos dijeron a la AP que escucharon un fuerte estruendo y al llegar al lugar encontraron restos humanos irreconocibles.



    
        




    




La Autoridad de Aviacion Civil de Kenia habia dicho antes que habia 12 personas a bordo de la aeronave tipo Cessna Caravan.
La Reserva Nacional Maasai Mara, ubicada al oeste de la costa, esta a dos horas de vuelo directo desde Diani, una popular ciudad costera conocida por sus playas de arena. La reserva atrae a un gran numero de turistas, ya que permite presenciar la migracion anual de nus desde el Serengeti en Tanzania.

    
    
    
Las playas de arena blanca de la costa keniana en el oceano Indico atraen a turistas de todo el mundo.

Segun la auditoria de supervision de seguridad mas reciente para Kenia publicada en el sitio de la Organizacion de Aviacion Civil Internacional, de 2018, el pais estaba por debajo del promedio global en investigacion de accidentes.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/avion-estrellado-kenia-maasai-mara-dc589c2db7fc8306d19fd17e399bd629



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    U.S. News

    El audaz plan de un agente federal: convencer al piloto de Maduro de traicionar al lider venezolano




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: En esta imagen tomada de un video publicado en la cuenta de Facebook del presidente venezolano, Nicolas Maduro, el 15 de diciembre de 2023, Maduro se ve junto al piloto Bitner Villegas en la cabina de un avion. (AP Foto)]
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            En esta imagen tomada de un video publicado en la cuenta de Facebook del presidente venezolano, Nicolas Maduro, el 15 de diciembre de 2023, Maduro se ve junto al piloto Bitner Villegas en la cabina de un avion. (AP Foto)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: El secretario de Estado de Estados Unidos, Marco Rubio, a la derecha, escucha a Edwin F. Lopez, agregado del Departamento de Seguridad Nacional, segundo por la izquierda, junto al avion del gobierno venezolano que Rubio anuncio estaba siento confiscado por Estados Unidos, durante una conferencia de prensa en el aeropuerto de La Isabela en Santo Domingo, Republica Dominicana, el 6 de febrero de 2025. A la izquierda se ve el fiscal dominicano Enmanuel Ramirez, y sosteniendo un cartel de "confiscado" se ve a Robert Cunniff, del Departamento de Comercio de Estados Unidos. (AP Foto/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool, Archivo)]
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[image: Esta combinacion de imagenes obtenida en documentos de 2025 publicados por la Corte del Distrito de Estados Unidos para el distrito sur de Florida muestra un Dassault Falcon 900 EX, con la matricula T7-ESPRT, que fue intervenido en Santo Domingo, Republica Dominicana, a peticion de Estados Unidos, en mayo de 2024, arriba. Abajo, un Dassault Falcon 2000EX, con matricula YV3360, confiscado en Santo Domingo a peticion de Estados Unidos en febrero de 2025. ( Corte del Distrito de Estados Unidos para el distrito sur de Florida via AP)]
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[image: El presidente de Nicolas Maduro, hace signos de victoria durante el Dia de los Indigenas en Caracas, Venezuela, el 12 de octubre de 2025. (AP Foto/Ariana Cubillos, Archivo)]
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- El agente federal le presento una propuesta audaz al piloto principal de Nicolas Maduro: lo unico que debia hacer era desviar de forma disimulada el avion del presidente venezolano a un lugar donde las autoridades estadounidenses pudieran detener al mandatario. 
A cambio, segun dijo el agente al piloto en una reunion clandestina, harian que el aviador se convirtiera en un hombre muy rico. 
La conversacion fue tensa y el piloto se fue sin comprometerse, aunque le dio su numero de celular al agente Edwin Lopez, un indicio de que podria estar interesado en ayudar al gobierno estadounidense. 
Durante el ano siguiente, incluso despues de jubilarse de su trabajo en el gobierno, Lopez persistio e intercambio mensajes de texto con el piloto a traves de una aplicacion de mensajeria cifrada. 
La saga inedita y llena de intriga de como Lopez intento que el piloto de Maduro trabajara para los estadounidenses tiene todos los elementos de una pelicula de espionaje de la Guerra Fria: aviones privados de lujo, una reunion secreta en un hangar de aeropuerto y diplomacia de alto riesgo en un delicado juego para convencer a un lugarteniente de cambiar de bando. Incluso hubo un ultimo acto de intriga con el proposito de inquietar a Maduro sobre la verdadera lealtad del piloto. 

    
En terminos mas generales, el plan revela hasta que punto --y con que frecuencia de manera improvisada-- el gobierno estadounidense ha intentado durante anos derrocar a Maduro, mientras la linea entre la aplicacion de la ley y la recoleccion de inteligencia a menudo se volvia difusa. El interes en un cambio de regimen en Venezuela ha cobrado impulso desde que el presidente Donald Trump retomo el cargo. Este verano, Trump ha desplegado miles de tropas, helicopteros de ataque y buques de guerra en el Caribe para atacar barcos pesqueros sospechosos de contrabandear cocaina desde Venezuela. En seis ataques, el ejercito estadounidense ha matado al menos a 28 personas. 



    
        




    




Este mes, autorizo a la CIA a realizar operaciones encubiertas dentro de Venezuela, y el gobierno estadounidense tambien duplico la recompensa por la captura de Maduro por cargos federales de narcotrafico, una medida que Lopez intento aprovechar en un mensaje de texto al piloto. 

    
    
    
"Sigo pendiente a su respuesta", escribio Lopez al piloto el 7 de agosto, y adjunto un enlace a un comunicado de prensa emitido por el Departamento de Justicia que anunciaba que la recompensa habia aumentado a 50 millones de dolares. 

    
    
    
Los detalles del plan --que al final resulto fallido-- se obtuvieron de entrevistas con varios funcionarios estadounidenses, tanto en activo como retirados, asi como con uno de los opositores de Maduro. Todos hablaron bajo condicion de anonimato ya sea porque no estaban autorizados a decir nada sobre la iniciativa o por temor a represalias por revelarlo. The Associated Press tambien reviso los intercambios de mensajes de texto entre Lopez y el aviador. 
Los intentos de localizar al piloto, el general venezolano Bitner Villegas, no tuvieron exito. El Departamento de Seguridad Nacional de Estados Unidos no hizo comentarios. El gobierno venezolano expuso no respondio a una solicitud de comentarios. 

    
Los aviones de Maduro
La trama se planeo cuando un informante se presento en la embajada de Estados Unidos en Republica Dominicana el 24 de abril de 2024 y afirmo tener informacion sobre los aviones de Maduro. Lopez, de 50 anos, era entonces agregado en la embajada y agente de Investigaciones de Seguridad Nacional (HIS, por sus siglas en ingles), que es parte del Departamento de Seguridad Nacional. 
Lopez, un aspero exsoldado de operaciones especiales del Ejercito de Estados Unidos originario de Puerto Rico, habia liderado las investigaciones de la agencia sobre redes criminales transnacionales con presencia en Republica Dominicana, tras una ilustre trayectoria en la que desmantelo bandas de narcotraficantes, lavadores de dinero y estafadores. Su trabajo para desarticular una operacion ilicita de cambio de divisas incluso le valio una reprimenda publica, en 2010, por parte de Hugo Chavez --el predecesor de Maduro--. Ese destino en la embajada seria el ultimo antes de jubilarse. 

    
La embajada estaba cerrada, aunque Lopez seguia en su escritorio. Le entregaron una ficha de archivo con el nombre y numero telefonico del informante. Cuando lo llamo, el individuo aseguro que dos aviones que utilizaba Maduro se encontraban en Republica Dominicana para que les realizaran reparaciones costosas. 
Lopez estaba intrigado: sabia que cualquier mantenimiento probablemente supondria una infraccion penal segun la ley estadounidense, ya que implicaria la compra de piezas estadounidenses, prohibidas por las sanciones impuestas a Venezuela. Y los aviones tambien estaban sujetos a incautacion por violar esas mismas sanciones. 
Localizar las aeronaves fue facil: estaban estacionadas en el aeropuerto ejecutivo La Isabela de Santo Domingo. Documentar su vinculo con Maduro les tomo meses al agente y a otros investigadores federales. Mientras armaban el caso, se enteraron de que el presidente venezolano habia enviado a cinco pilotos a la isla para llevar de regreso los aviones de millones de dolares: un Dassault Falcon 2000EX y un Dassault Falcon 900EX. 

    
Un plan se concreta
Lopez tuvo una revelacion: ?y si lograba convencer al piloto de que llevara a Maduro a un pais donde Estados Unidos pudiera arrestarlo? Maduro habia sido imputado en 2020 por cargos federales de narcoterrorismo que lo acusaban de contribuir a inundar a Estados Unidos de cocaina. 
El agente del Departamento de Seguridad Nacional obtuvo permiso de las autoridades dominicanas para interrogar a los pilotos, tras superar sus temores de crear una disputa diplomatica con Venezuela. 
En el hangar del aeropuerto, a poca distancia del avion, Lopez y otro agente pidieron a cada piloto que se reunieran con ellos individualmente en una pequena sala de conferencias. No habia un proposito especifico, dijeron los agentes, solo querian hablar. 
Los agentes fingieron no saber que los pilotos trasladaban por aire a Maduro y otros altos funcionarios. Hablaron con cada aviador durante aproximadamente una hora y dejaron a su objetivo principal para el final: Villegas, porque los agentes habian determinado que el era el piloto habitual de Maduro. 
Villegas era miembro de la guardia de honor presidencial de elite y coronel de la Fuerza Aerea venezolana. Un exfuncionario venezolano que viajaba regularmente en aviones presidenciales lo describio como amigable, reservado y de toda la confianza de Maduro. Los aviones se utilizaban para transportar a Maduro por todo el mundo, con frecuencia a paises hostiles a Estados Unidos como Iran, Cuba y Rusia. En un video de diciembre de 2023, publicado por Maduro, se ve a Villegas sostener una radio en la cabina mientras el presidente intercambia consignas patrioticas con el piloto de un avion de combate de la empresa rusa Sukhoi. 
Lopez llamo a Villegas para que fuera a la habitacion y bromearon un rato sobre las celebridades que el piloto habia trasladado, su servicio militar y los tipos de aviones que tenia licencia para volar. Despues de unos 15 minutos, el piloto comenzo a ponerse tenso y las piernas le temblaban. 
El agente insistio con mas contundencia: ?Habia trasladado alguna vez el piloto a Chavez o a Maduro? Villegas, al principio, intento evadir las preguntas, pero finalmente admitio haber sido piloto de ambos lideres. Villegas mostro a los agentes, en su celular, fotos suyas y de los dos presidentes en varios viajes. Les dio detalles sobre las instalaciones militares venezolanas que habia visitado. Sin que Villegas lo supiera, uno de los colegas de Lopez grabo la conversacion con un celular. 
Cuando la charla estaba por terminar, Lopez presento su propuesta: a cambio de trasladar en secreto a Maduro y ponerlo en manos de Estados Unidos, el piloto se haria muy rico y seria adorado por millones de sus compatriotas. El lugar de encuentro podria ser a eleccion del aviador: Republica Dominicana, Puerto Rico o la base militar estadounidense de la Bahia de Guantanamo, Cuba. 
Villegas no dejo entrever sus intenciones. No obstante, antes de partir, le dio a Lopez su numero de celular. 
"Un tesoro de inteligencia"
Villegas y los demas pilotos regresaron a Venezuela sin las aeronaves, que, segun les informaron, carecian de las autorizaciones correspondientes. 
Mientras tanto, el gobierno estadounidense preparaba un caso federal de decomiso para incautar los aviones. Confisco uno, registrado en el microestado europeo de San Marino a nombre de una empresa pantalla de San Vicente y las Granadinas, en septiembre de 2024. 
Incauto el otro en febrero, durante el primer viaje al extranjero de Marco Rubio --secretario de Estado de Estados Unidos-- como maximo responsable de la diplomacia estadounidense. 
En una conferencia de prensa en el aeropuerto de Republica Dominicana, Lopez informo al secretario ante los periodistas. Lopez le dijo a Rubio que el avion contenia un "tesoro de informacion de inteligencia", incluidos los nombres de oficiales de la fuerza aerea venezolana e informacion detallada sobre sus movimientos. Lopez fijo una orden de incautacion en el avion. El gobierno de Maduro reacciono con enojo y publico un comunicado que acusaba a Rubio de "robo descarado".
Incluso jubilado, Lopez siguio adelante
Mientras preparaba el caso de decomiso, Lopez tambien se centro en persuadir a Villegas para que se uniera a su plan. 
La tarea no seria facil. Maduro habia hecho que traicionarlo resultara extremadamente caro para cualquiera. Desde que asumio el cargo en 2013, ha reprimido las protestas brutalmente --lo que ha provocado decenas de arrestos-- y ha encarcelado incluso a aliados antes poderosos y que se convirtieron en sospechosos de deslealtad. 
Aun asi, Lopez persevero. Ambos intercambiaron mensajes por WhatsApp y Telegram una docena de veces. Pero las conversaciones parecian no llevar a nada. 
En julio, Lopez se jubilo. Pero no podia dejar ir a Villegas. Busco la guia de la muy unida comunidad de lideres opositores exiliados que conocio como agente de la ley. Uno de ellos describio al exagente como obsesionado con llevar a Maduro ante la justicia.
"Sentia que tenia una mision pendiente por cumplir", dijo un miembro exiliado de la oposicion a Maduro, quien hablo bajo condicion de anonimato por temor a represalias. "Lo cierto es que es mas valioso para nosotros que muchos de los principales opositores de Maduro que estan dentro de Venezuela". 
Tras el mensaje de texto de agosto que senalaba que la recompensa se habia duplicado a 50 millones de dolares, Lopez envio otro mensaje en el que decia: "Todavia te queda tiempo para ser el heroe de Venezuela y estar en el lado correcto de la historia!". Pero no recibio respuesta. 
El 18 de septiembre, Lopez miraba las noticias sobre la escalada de Trump en el Caribe, cuando vio una publicacion de un observador de aviones anonimo que habia seguido de cerca las idas y venidas de los aviones de Maduro a lo largo de los anos. El usuario, cuyo identificador era @Arr3ch0 --una alusion a "arrecho", la jerga venezolana para "furioso"--, publico una captura de pantalla de un mapa de seguimiento de vuelos que mostraba un Airbus presidencial que hacia una extrana trayectoria circular tras despegar de Caracas. 
"Para adonde van?", escribio Lopez, quien utilizo un nuevo numero. 
"Quien es?" respondio Villegas, ya sea porque no reconocio el numero o para fingir ignorancia. Cuando Lopez presiono sobre lo que habian discutido en Republica Dominicana, Villegas se puso combativo y lo llamo "cobarde".
"Los venezolanos estamos hechos de otra ksa", escribio Villegas. "Y lo que menos somos es traidores". 
Lopez le envio una foto de ellos dos durante su charla en un sofa de cuero rojo en el hangar de aviones el ano anterior.
"?Tu eres un loco?", respondio Villegas. 
"Un poco...", escribio Lopez. 
Dos horas despues, Lopez lo intento una ultima vez y menciono a los tres hijos de Villegas por su nombre y le dijo que un futuro mejor les esperaba en Estados Unidos. 
"La ventana para tu decision se cierra", escribio Lopez poco antes de que Villegas bloqueara su numero, "y pronto sera muy tarde". 
Tratar de inquietar a Maduro
Al darse cuenta de que Villegas no iba a unirse al plan, Lopez y otros miembros del movimiento antiMaduro decidieron que era hora de inquietar al lider venezolano, segun personas familiarizadas con la trama. 
Al dia siguiente del tenso intercambio de WhatsApp entre Lopez y Villegas, Marshall Billingslea --un aliado cercano de la oposicion venezolana-- entro en accion. Exfuncionario de Seguridad Nacional en gobiernos republicanos, Billingslea habia acosado a Maduro durante semanas. Ahora, involucro a Villegas en su ciberacoso. 
"!Feliz cumpleanos, 'general' Bitner!", escribio el mismo dia en que Villegas cumplio 48 anos. Billingslea incluyo fotografias paralelas que sin duda causarian sorpresa. Una era la misma que Lopez habia compartido con Villegas el dia anterior por WhatsApp, solo que el agente habia sido recortado de ella. La otra era una foto oficial de la Fuerza Aerea con una estrella dorada que indicaba su nuevo rango en la charretera. 
La publicacion de Billingslea se publico a las 3:01 de la tarde, un minuto antes de que otro Airbus sancionado, en el que se sabe que Maduro viaja, despegara del aeropuerto de Caracas. Veinte minutos despues, el avion regreso inesperadamente al aeropuerto. 
El saludo de cumpleanos, visto por casi 3 millones de personas, causo conmocion en las redes sociales venezolanas a la vez que los opositores de Maduro especularon que el piloto habia recibido la orden de regresar para enfrentar un interrogatorio. Otros se preguntaron si seria encarcelado. Nadie vio ni supo de Villegas durante dias. Luego, el 24 de septiembre, el piloto reaparecio --con un traje de vuelo de la fuerza aerea-- en un programa de television muy popular presentado por Diosdado Cabello, el ministro del Interior. 

Cabello se rio de cualquier insinuacion de que los militares venezolanos pudieran ser comprados. Mientras bromeaba sobre la lealtad de Villegas, dijo de ellos: "Son unos patriotas vergatarios a toda prueba", el piloto permanecio de pie en silencio, con el puno levantado en senal de lealtad. 
___
Contacte al equipo de investigacion global de la AP en [email protected] o https://www.ap.org/tips/
___
La periodista de la AP Regina Garcia Cano colaboro con este reportaje desde Caracas, Venezuela.
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    Trump reduce los aranceles a China tras reunirse con Xi en Corea del Sur
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                                        A BORDO DEL AIR FORCE ONE (AP) -- Donald Trump describio su encuentro cara a cara del jueves con el presidente de China, Xi Jinping, como un exito rotundo y dijo que reduciria los aranceles al gigante asiatico, mientras que Beijing acordo permitir la exportacion de elementos de tierras raras y comenzar a comprar soya estadounidense.
El presidente de Estados Unidos dijo a reporteros a bordo del Air Force One que los aranceles impuestos a principios de ano como castigo a China por la venta de quimicos que se utilizan en la fabricacion de fentanilo bajaran del 20% al 10%. Eso reduce el tipo arancelario combinado total sobre el pais del 57% al 47%.
"Supongo que en la escala del 0 al 10, siendo 10 lo mejor, diria que la reunion fue un 12", afirmo Trump. "Creo que fue un 12".
Trump dijo que ira a China en abril y que Xi visitara a Estados Unidos "algun tiempo despues". Ademas, apunto que discutieron la exportacion de chips de computadora mas avanzados a China y agrego que Nvidia mantendra conversaciones con funcionarios chinos.

    
Segun Trump, el acuerdo comercial con China podria firmarse "muy pronto".



    
        




    




Xi afirmo que Washington y Beijing trabajarian para ultimar sus acuerdos y proporcionar asi "tranquilidad" a ambos paises y al resto del mundo, de acuerdo con un reporte sobre la cumbre difundido por la prensa estatal. 
"Ambas partes deben tener en cuenta la perspectiva a largo plazo, centrandose en los beneficios de la cooperacion en lugar de caer en un ciclo vicioso de represalias mutuas", declaro el lider chino.

    
    
    
Persisten los focos de tension

    

A pesar del optimismo de Trump luego de la reunion de 100 minutos con Xi en Corea del Sur, la posibilidad de que se produzcan grandes tensiones entre las dos mayores economias del mundo sigue existiendo. Tanto Washington como Beijing quieren tener una posicion dominante en la industria manufacturera, en el desarrollo de tecnologias emergentes como la inteligencia artificial y en cuestiones globales como la guerra de Rusia en Ucrania.
El uso agresivo de aranceles por parte de Trump desde su regreso a la Casa Blanca para un segundo mandato, junto a las limitaciones impuestas por China a la exportacion de elementos de tierras raras como represalia, dieron una nueva sensacion de urgencia a la reunion. Hay un reconocimiento mutuo de que ninguna de las partes quiere arriesgarse a hacer estallar la economia mundial de una forma que pueda poner en peligro su propia suerte.
Cuando ambos mandatarios se sentaron al comienzo de la reunion, Xi leyo unas declaraciones preparadas que hacian hincapie en la disposicion a trabajar juntos a pesar de las diferencias.
"Dadas nuestras diferentes condiciones nacionales, no siempre estamos de acuerdo", dijo a traves de un traductor. "Es normal que las dos principales economias del mundo tengan fricciones de vez en cuando".
Hubo una ligera diferencia en la traduccion, ya que la agencia noticiosa oficial china, Xinhua, informo que Xi le dijo a Trump que es inevitable que existan algunas diferencias.
Buscar formas para rebajar la tension

    

Los lideres se reunieron en Busan, una ciudad portuaria surcoreana a unos 76 kilometros (47 millas) al sur de Gyeongju, sede de la cumbre del foro de Cooperacion Economica Asia-Pacifico.
En los dias previos al encuentro, funcionarios estadounidenses senalaron que Trump no tenia intencion de cumplir una reciente amenaza de imponer aranceles adicionales del 100 % a los productos chinos, y Beijing dio signos de estar dispuesta a relajar sus controles a la exportacion de tierras raras y tambien a comprar soya estadounidense.
Funcionarios de ambos paises se reunieron a principios de semana en Kuala Lumpur para sentar las bases para el encuentro del jueves. Mas tarde, el principal negociador comercial de China, Li Chenggang, dijo que se habia alcanzado un "consenso preliminar", una declaracion confirmada por el secretario estadounidense del Tesoro, Scott Bessent, que afirmo que se habia logrado un "marco muy satisfactorio".
Poco antes de la reunion en Busan, Trump publico en Truth Social que se trataba de un "G2", un reconocimiento del estatus de Estados Unidos y China como las economias mas grandes del mundo. El Grupo de los Siete y el Grupo de los 20 son otros foros de naciones industrializadas.

    
Pero mientras que esas cumbres suelen celebrarse en emplazamientos lujosos, esta tuvo lugar en un entorno mas humilde: Trump y Xi se reunieron en un pequeno edificio gris con el tejado azul en una base militar adyacente al aeropuerto internacional de la ciudad.
La esperada distension ha dado una sensacion de alivio a los inversionistas y empresas atrapados entre las dos naciones. El mercado bursatil estadounidense subio ante la esperanza de que de la reunion pudiese surgir nuevo un marco comercial.
Puntos de presion sobre EEUU y China

    

Trump muestra una aparente confianza en la existencia de bases para un acuerdo, pero las negociaciones previas con China este ano en Ginebra y Londres tuvieron un caracter intermitente. La promesa inicial de avances ha dado paso repetidamente a que tanto Washington como Beijing busquen una mejor posicion con respecto al otro.
"El acuerdo propuesto sobre la mesa encaja con el patron que hemos visto todo el ano: estabilizacion a corto plazo disfrazada de progreso estrategico", afirmo Craig Singleton, director senior del programa sobre China de la Fundacion para la Defensa de las Democracias. "Ambas partes estan gestionando la volatilidad, calibrando la cooperacion justa para evitar una crisis mientras la rivalidad mas profunda perdura".
Los dos paises han demostrado que creen tener resortes para presionar al otro, y el ultimo ano pasado ha dejado claro que los timidos pasos hacia adelante pueden ser efimeros.
Para Trump, esa presion deriva de los aranceles.
China ha enfrentado este ano nuevos aranceles que ascendian, en total, al 30%, de los cuales el 20% estaban vinculados a su papel en la produccion de fentanilo. Pero estos gravamenes han sido volatiles. En abril, anuncio planes para aumentar la tasa sobre los productos chinos al 145%, pero la medida se abandono tras la reaccion negativa de los mercados.
Luego, el 10 de octubre, Trump amenazo con un arancel del 100% debido a las restricciones de China a las tierras raras. Esa cifra, incluidos los aranceles anteriores, quedara ahora en el 47% "con efecto inmediato", dijo Trump a reporteros el jueves.
Xi ejerce tambien su propio control sobre la economia mundial porque China es el principal productor y procesador de los minerales de tierras raras necesarios para fabricar aviones de combate, robots, vehiculos electricos y otros productos de alta tecnologia.
Beijing endurecio las restricciones a su exportacion el 9 de octubre, repitiendo un ciclo en el que cada pais compite por tener una ventaja solo para retroceder despues de una nueva etapa del dialogo comercial.
Lo que tambien podria tener importancia es lo que suceda directamente despues del encuentro. Trump planea regresar a Washington mientras que Xi tiene previsto quedarse en Corea del Sur para reunirse con lideres regionales durante la cumbre de Cooperacion Economica Asia-Pacifico, que comienza oficialmente el viernes.
"Xi ve una oportunidad para posicionar a China como un socio fiable y fortalecer las relaciones bilaterales y multilaterales con paises frustrados por la politica arancelaria del gobierno estadounidense", indico Jay Truesdale, exfuncionario del Departamento de Estado y director general de TD International, una asesoria de riesgo e inteligencia.
___

Boak informo desde Tokio y Megerian desde Busan, Corea del Sur. Los periodistas de Associated Press Ken Moritsugu en Beijing y Seung Min Kim y Michelle Price en Washington contribuyeron a este despacho. 
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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