
        
            
                
            
        

    
    
      
        [image: masthead]
      

      Thursday, October 30, 2025

      

      
        
          	
            Breaking News
          
          	10
        

        
          	
            Top Stories
          
          	10
        

        
          	
            Business
          
          	10
        

        
          	
            Opinion
          
          	10
        

        
          	
            Life
          
          	10
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Top Stories
          
        

      

      Breaking News

      
        Beyond words: '67' crowned 'Word of the Year'
        WASHINGTON --- A double-digit combination set the social media sphere ablaze among teens in 2025, leaving parents and teachers befuddled -- and now it has officially been crowned Dictionary.com's "Word of the Year": 67.

      

      
        France arrests five new suspects over Louvre heist: prosecutor
        PARIS --- French police have arrested five more people, including a prime suspect, over this month's daring Louvre museum robbery, the Paris prosecutor said on Thursday.

      

      
        Thais mourning late Queen Mother spark run on black clothes
        Retail shops across Thailand are struggling to meet the demand for black outfits and muted wardrobes as people mourn for the passing of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother.

      

      
        Record Vietnam floods kill 10, turn streets into canals
        HANOI --- Major flooding that killed 10 people in central Vietnam this week also turned streets in Hoi An into canals on Thursday after a major river reached a 60-year high, authorities said.

      

      
        Trump tells Pentagon to immediately resume testing US nuclear weapons
        BUSAN --- United States President Donald Trump ordered the US military on Thursday to immediately resume testing nuclear weapons after a gap of 33 years, minutes before beginning a meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping.

      

      
        Chonnapat denies gambling network link
        Chonnapat Naksua, a Klatham Party MP for Songkhla, on Thursday denied allegations linking him to a gambling network after activist Atchariya Ruangrattanapong claimed a politician whose name starts with "Ch" was connected to gambling websites.

      

      
        Court to declare former Stark executive bankrupt
        The Central Bankruptcy Court is set to issue a ruling declaring Vonnarat Tangkaravakoon, former executive and major shareholder of scandal-plagued Stark Corporation (STARK), bankrupt, with orders to distribute assets to 3,417 creditors whose combined claims total 131.4 billion baht.

      

      
        Julapun Amornvivat expected to lead Pheu Thai
        Julapun Amornvivat, a former deputy finance minister, is expected to be elected as the new leader of the Pheu Thai Party on Friday, according to a party source.

      

      
        Top 5 smartphone brands in Thailand for Q3
        Thailand's smartphone market saw a fierce battle in the third quarter of 2025, with Samsung retaining its lead in shipments at about 20%, followed closely by Apple at 17%, Oppo at 16%, Vivo at 13% and Xiaomi at 12%, according to data from&nbsp;Counterpoint Research.

      

      
        Co-payment spending figures at odds
        The government is being urged to recruit more shops to join the Khon La Khrueng Plus co-payment scheme, as spending on its first day was disappointing, according to the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).
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                                WASHINGTON -- A double-digit combination set the social media sphere ablaze among teens in 2025, leaving parents and teachers befuddled -- and now it has officially been crowned Dictionary.com's "Word of the Year": 67.
But even the organisation that unveiled the winning word -- pronounced "six-seven" and never "sixty-seven" -- admitted it was not exactly sure about its meaning.

"You might be feeling a familiar vexation at the sight of these two formerly innocuous numerals," Dictionary.com said, addressing parents as it announced the winner this week.

Members of Gen Alpha, it added, might be "smirking at the thought of adults once again struggling to make sense of your notoriously slippery slang."

Dictionary.com said the origin of the word might be traced to "Doot Doot (6 7)," a song by the US rapper Skrilla.

						

							
						


Use of the word went viral in schools and on social media this year. It can be taken to mean a variety of things, with context, tone and absurdity all playing a role in determining its definition in the moment.

"67" beat out some stiff competition from other words that were short-listed for "Word of the Year." These included "broligarchy," "Gen Z stare," and an entry from the world of emoticons -- the dynamite emoji.

Its use exploded online with news of the engagement between pop superstar Taylor Swift and American football star Travis Kelce, as it was used as shorthand to refer to the "TNT" couple.
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                                PARIS -- French police have arrested five more people, including a prime suspect, over this month's daring Louvre museum robbery, the Paris prosecutor said on Thursday.
Dozens of detectives have been hunting for four thieves who used a truck with a moving lift and cutting gear to break into a first-floor gallery at the museum on Oct 19, fleeing with jewellery worth an estimated US$102 million.

The latest arrests come after two suspects were charged on Wednesday with theft and criminal conspiracy. They are suspected of being the two who broke into the gallery while two accomplices waited outside.

Paris prosecutor Laure Beccuau said the five suspects detained on Wednesday included a main suspect whose deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) linked him to the brazen seven-minute heist, though none of the loot had been found.

"We had him in our sights," she said.

"As for the other individuals who are in police custody, they are people who may be able to provide us with information about the course of events." She said it was "too early" to give additional details about the suspects.

The five detentions took place in and around Paris, particularly in Seine-Saint-Denis, a region just outside the French capital.

Two suspects detained on Saturday were charged on Wednesday evening with theft and criminal conspiracy after they "partially admitted to the charges", according to prosecutors.

They were placed in pre-trial detention.

One is a 34-year-old Algerian living in France, who was identified by DNA traces found on one of the scooters used to flee the heist.

The second suspect is a 39-year-old unlicensed taxi driver from the Paris suburb of Aubervilliers.

Both were known to the police for having committed thefts.

The first was arrested as he was about to board a plane for Algeria at Paris Charles de Gaulle airport.

The second was apprehended shortly after near his home, and "there is no evidence to suggest that he was planning to go abroad", the prosecutor said.

Wider-scale operation?

Last week, Beccuau told media that detectives were investigating "150 DNA samples, fingerprints and other traces".

She said public and private security cameras had allowed detectives to track the thieves -- some of whom wore balaclavas and high-visibility vests during the heist carried out in broad daylight -- in Paris and surrounding districts.

Beccuau on Wednesday said while investigators were certain of the involvement of four perpetrators, they had not ruled out the possibility of a wider-scale operation "involving a backer or individuals who may have been intended recipients".

But she said nothing pointed to "any complicity within the museum".

The thieves dropped a diamond- and emerald-studded crown that once belonged to Empress Eugenie, the wife of Napoleon III, as they escaped.

The museum's director has said it was crushed while it was extracted from the display case, but could probably be restored.

The burglars however made off with eight other items of jewellery.

Among them are an emerald-and-diamond necklace that Napoleon I gave his wife, Empress Marie-Louise, and a diadem that once belonged to the Empress Eugenie, which is dotted with nearly 2,000 diamonds.
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                                Retail shops across Thailand are struggling to meet the demand for black outfits and muted wardrobes as people mourn for the passing of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother.
It is a result of two converging circumstances: the Oct 24 passing of Queen Mother Sirikit, the widely venerated consort of Thailand's late King Bhumibol Adulyadej (Rama IX), and Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's request for all government workers to wear "mourning attire" for one year, with everyone else asked to dress in black or subdued colours for 90 days.

Within a few days, businesses have seen sales of blouses, dresses, polos, shirts and tees in black skyrocket to levels not seen since 2016, when His Majesty King Bhumibol passed away after a seven-decade reign and a similar one-year mourning period was observed. Some vendors have now run out of black clothing to sell.

At Bangkok's Bobae market, a hub for the wholesale garment trade, hundreds of vendors put their stocks of black clothing on full display, relegating more colourful pieces to the back. Thai office workers roamed the stalls during lunch breaks, carrying colourful plastic bags full of new black tops and dresses they would be wearing for the months to come.

In public spaces from streets to sky trains, many Thais can be seen donning black or darker colours over the past few days. Large electronic billboards all over the capital Bangkok also displayed black and white portraits of Queen Mother Sirikit, with texts mourning the loss of the nation. Black attire also dominated business conferences and seminars in the Thai capital.

[image: People hold portraits of Thailand's late Queen Mother Sirikit, ahead of the transfer of her body to the Grand Palace, in Bangkok, Thailand, on Oct 26, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)]
People hold portraits of Thailand's late Queen Mother Sirikit, ahead of the transfer of her body to the Grand Palace, in Bangkok, Thailand, on Oct 26, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)



"There's no time to sleep, I've just been packing and shipping," said Nuttanun Kongdee. The 47-year-old vendor said she has been selling about 10,000 black shirts, blouses, and dresses each day since Queen Sirikit's passing, compared to her usual sales of about 200-300 pieces a day. "This reflects the loyalty of Thai people for the Queen Mother."

Some 400 kilometres (250 miles) from Bangkok, Chanarbhorn -- an apparel store in Buri Ram province -- sold out of all its black clothes and could not put in new orders. "The factory said black T-shirts are out of stock," Chanarbhorn's manager, who asked to go by Tukta, said by phone.

The Ministry of Commerce has warned vendors against price gouging during the mourning period. Shops are required to display price tags, and any price increases must be appropriate, the ministry said.

Back in the Bangkok market, Turnjai Khamkawl, 56, had just run out of her black Chitralada dresses, traditional Thai silk costumes that are normally worn during royal ceremonies. She said the backlog of orders -- which came in from all around the country -- now ran for over a week, as many Thais would like to wear the costumes to lay artificial sandalwood flowers as part of the funeral ceremonies. 

[image: People gather outside the Grand Palace, after the body of Thailand's Queen Mother Sirikit was transferred there from King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital following her death, in Bangkok, Thailand, on Oct 26, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)]
People gather outside the Grand Palace, after the body of Thailand's Queen Mother Sirikit was transferred there from King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital following her death, in Bangkok, Thailand, on Oct 26, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)



Revered as the country's matriarch, Queen Sirikit was the mother of the reigning monarch, His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua. She passed away at 93, just months after her Aug 12 birthday, which is also celebrated as Mother's Day in Thailand.

Her Majesty The Queen Mother, who was also known as the queen of Thai silk, established a foundation to support wounded or disabled military personnel along the Thai border. Her other charitable work included promoting traditional handicrafts, healthcare and education for children in remote areas.


	Read more: Her Majesty's testament of public service
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                                HANOI -- Major flooding that killed 10 people in central Vietnam this week also turned streets in Hoi An into canals on Thursday after a major river reached a 60-year high, authorities said.
Heavy rain has pummelled Vietnam's coastal provinces, home to Hoi An's ancient town that is a Unesco world heritage site, since the weekend, with a record of up to 1.7 metres (5 feet 7 inches) falling over 24 hours.

People steered wooden boats and waded through waist-deep water down Hoi An's flooded streets on Thursday, with the ground floors of houses and shops submerged, an Agence France-Presse (AFP) journalist said.

Resident Tran Thi Ky said her family had tried to raise their furniture off the ground using bricks over the past few days.

"Finally, we gave up," the 57-year-old told AFP.

[image: People navigate a flooded street on boats during heavy rains in Hoi An on Thursday. (Photo: AFP)]
People navigate a flooded street on boats during heavy rains in Hoi An on Thursday. (Photo: AFP)



Ky said the family's refrigerator, kitchenware and wooden furniture on the ground floor were almost completely underwater.

"I have never experienced this in my whole life living here," she said from the balcony of her two-storey house.

At least 10 people have been killed this week and eight others are missing, the environment ministry said.

More than 128,000 houses in five central provinces have been inundated, with water three metres (10 feet) deep in some areas.

'Alarming' flooding

Several kilometres of roads have been damaged or blocked by flooding and landslides, with more than 5,000 hectares of crops destroyed and over 16,000 cattle dead, the environment ministry said.

State media reported that a section of a mountain pass linking Danang and Quang Ngai provinces was reopened after it was blocked by a landslide on Sunday.

Rescuers using drones delivered water and instant noodles to around 50 people in dozens of trucks who had been isolated on the roadway with no food and water, the report said.

[image: This aerial picture shows people navigating a flooded street on boats following heavy rains in Hoi An on Thursday. (Photo: AFP)]
This aerial picture shows people navigating a flooded street on boats following heavy rains in Hoi An on Thursday. (Photo: AFP)



Flood levels at a measuring station on the Thu Bon river, which flows through Danang and empties into the sea at Hoi An, "surpassed the historic level in 1964 by four centimetres, reaching 5.62 metres" late on Wednesday, the national weather bureau said.

"Normally the flooding lasts only three days and then we can start cleaning up," said Danang resident Le Thi Thi, 58.

"I don't think I ever experienced this prolonged and terribly high flooding," she told AFP.

Forecasters said water levels had started to slowly recede in Danang and Hue city but would remain at "alarming" levels on Thursday.

Scientists say human-driven climate change is making extreme weather events such as storms and floods more deadly and destructive.

Natural disasters, mostly storms, floods and landslides, left 187 people dead or missing in Vietnam in the first nine months of this year.

Total economic losses were estimated at more than US$610 million, according to government figures.

[image: This aerial picture shows floodwaters inundating streets and buildings following heavy rains in Hoi An on Thursday. (Photo: AFP)]
This aerial picture shows floodwaters inundating streets and buildings following heavy rains in Hoi An on Thursday. (Photo: AFP)


              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/3128914/record-vietnam-floods-kill-10-turn-streets-into-canals



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Trump tells Pentagon to immediately resume testing US nuclear weapons                

                Decision follows China's nuclear stockpile expansion, as Russia's recent nuclear tests include Poseidon super torpedo
              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: This handout from the US Air Force shows an unarmed Minuteman III intercontinental ballistic missile launching during a developmental test at Vandenberg Air Force Base, California, on Feb 5, 2020. (Photo: US Air Force)]
                      
                                              
                          This handout from the US Air Force shows an unarmed Minuteman III intercontinental ballistic missile launching during a developmental test at Vandenberg Air Force Base, California, on Feb 5, 2020. (Photo: US Air Force)                        

                                          

                  

                                BUSAN -- United States President Donald Trump ordered the US military on Thursday to immediately resume testing nuclear weapons after a gap of 33 years, minutes before beginning a meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping.
Trump made the surprise announcement on Truth Social while he was aboard his Marine One helicopter flying to meet Xi for a trade negotiating session in Busan, South Korea. He said he was instructing the Pentagon to test the US nuclear arsenal on an "equal basis" with other nuclear powers.

"Because of other countries testing programmes, I have instructed the Department of War to start testing our Nuclear Weapons on an equal basis. That process will begin immediately," Trump posted.

"Russia is second, and China is a distant third, but will be even within 5 years."

A senior Russian lawmaker said Trump's decision would herald a new era of unpredictability and open confrontation, Russia's state-run news agency RIA reported.

China's Foreign Ministry called for the US to abide by its commitment to a moratorium on nuclear testing and uphold the global strategic balance and stability.

[image: The Pentagon is seen from the air in Washington, the United States, on March 3, 2022. (Photo: Reuters)]
The Pentagon is seen from the air in Washington, the United States, on March 3, 2022. (Photo: Reuters)



It was not immediately clear whether Trump was referring to nuclear-explosive testing, which would be carried out by the National Nuclear Security Administration, or flight testing of nuclear-capable missiles.

No nuclear power, other than North Korea, has carried out explosive testing in more than 25 years.

Nuclear testing sites to be determined later

Later, on his way back to Washington, Trump said testing was needed to ensure the US keeps up with its rival nuclear powers.

"With others doing testing, I think it's appropriate that we do also," Trump said on board Air Force One, adding that nuclear test sites would be determined later.

Asked whether the world was entering a riskier phase around nuclear weapons, Trump dismissed the threat. He said that US stocks were "well locked up" before adding he would welcome denuclearisation.

"I'd like to see a denuclearisation because we have so many and Russia's second and China's third and China will catch up within four or five years," he said.

"We are actually talking to Russia about that, and China would be added to that if we do something."

China more than doubled nuclear arsenal in last five years

Trump's decision to restart nuclear weapons testing follows a rapid expansion by China of its nuclear stockpile in recent years and comes just after Russia announced what it called a successful test of a nuclear-powered and nuclear-capable cruise missile as well as a nuclear-powered torpedo.

Trump addressed the Russian moves on his way to Asia earlier this week, telling reporters that Russian President Vladimir Putin should be working to end the war in Ukraine "instead of testing missiles."

Beijing has more than doubled the size of its arsenal to an estimated 600 nuclear weapons in 2025 from 300 weapons in 2020, according to the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a Washington-based think tank.

The centre said that US military officials estimate that China will have more than 1,000 nuclear weapons by 2030. A Victory Day parade in September revealed five nuclear capabilities that can all reach the continental United States, CSIS said.

The Washington-based Arms Control Association says the United States has a stockpile of 5,225 nuclear warheads and Russia has 5,580.

Putin said on Wednesday Russia had successfully tested a Poseidon nuclear-powered super torpedo that military analysts say can devastate coastal regions by triggering vast radioactive ocean swells.

As Trump has toughened both his rhetoric and his stance on Russia, Putin has publicly flexed his nuclear muscles with the test of a new Burevestnik cruise missile on Oct 21 and nuclear launch drills on Oct 22.

Negative reactions to Trump's post

The reaction to Trump's announcement on testing was swift. Representative Dina Titus, a Democrat from Nevada, said on X, formerly Twitter: "I'll be introducing legislation to put a stop to this."

Daryl Kimball, director of the Arms Control Association, said it would take the United States at least 36 months to resume contained nuclear tests underground at the former test site in Nevada.

"Trump is misinformed and out of touch. The US has no technical, military, or political reason to resume nuclear explosive testing for the first time since 1992," Kimball said on X.

Trump's announcement could "trigger a chain reaction of nuclear testing by US adversaries and blow apart the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty."

Apart from providing technical data, a US test would be seen in Russia and China as a deliberate assertion of Washington's strategic power. Putin has repeatedly said that Russia will test if the United States does.

In August, Trump said he had discussed nuclear arms control with Putin and wanted China to get involved. Beijing responded by saying it was "unreasonable and unrealistic" to ask the country to join in nuclear disarmament negotiations with the two countries, since its arsenal was much smaller.

[image: United States President Donald Trump, left, and Chinese President Xi Jinping talk as they leave after a bilateral meeting at Gimhae International Airport, on the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec) summit, in Busan, South Korea, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)]
United States President Donald Trump, left, and Chinese President Xi Jinping talk as they leave after a bilateral meeting at Gimhae International Airport, on the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec) summit, in Busan, South Korea, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)



Trump had first laid out his intention to pursue nuclear arms control efforts in February, saying he wanted to begin discussions with both Putin and Xi about imposing limits on their arsenals.

Most major nuclear powers except North Korea stopped explosive nuclear testing in the 1990s. North Korea conducted its last nuclear test in 2017. Russia's last confirmed test was in 1990, followed by the last US test in 1992, and by China's in 1996.

The United States opened the nuclear era in July 1945 with the test of a 20-kilotonne atomic bomb at Alamogordo, New Mexico, and then dropped atomic bombs on the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945 to force Japan to surrender in World War Two.
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                                Chonnapat Naksua, a Klatham Party MP for Songkhla, on Thursday denied allegations linking him to a gambling network after activist Atchariya Ruangrattanapong claimed a politician whose name starts with "Ch" was connected to gambling websites.
Mr Chonnapat said financial transactions cited by Mr Atchariya stemmed from an investigation in 2021 that had already been thoroughly examined. The MP insisted he had no ties to any criminal network.

"The documents relate to a past case that has already gone through the process. There's nothing new here," he said, adding that he had no personal conflict with Mr Atchariya and questioned the activist's motive in reviving a matter he considers resolved.

In defence of his colleague, Capt Thamanat Prompow, Klatham's chief adviser and Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister, said the allegations dated back to before Mr Chonnapat entered politics and had already undergone judicial scrutiny.

"Mr Chonnapat deserves the opportunity to explain himself," Capt Thamanat said. "Many politicians have pasts, but what matters is whether they have already gone through due process. We must avoid using old cases as political weapons."

Capt Thamanat added that Klatham would strengthen its vetting process for future members and candidates to ensure transparency and prevent similar controversies.

While the case is being treated as an individual matter, the party's legal and strategic teams will monitor any potential impact on the party's reputation.

Mr Chonnapat's statement came after Mr Atchariya, chairman of the Help Crime Victims Club, on Wednesday submitted to the justice minister what he said was financial evidence linking a southern politician to online gambling networks. He claimed that more than 72 million baht had been transferred to the politician and that a previous case was dropped after an arresting officer withdrew his testimony.

Meanwhile, opposition People's Party MP Rangsiman Rome, who chairs the House Committee on National Security and Border Affairs, said the panel would investigate the alleged connection between politicians and Cambodia-based scam operations.

The committee had also summoned several politicians, but none appeared.
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                  Court to declare former Stark executive bankrupt                

                              

                                The Central Bankruptcy Court is set to issue a ruling declaring Vonnarat Tangkaravakoon, former executive and major shareholder of scandal-plagued Stark Corporation (STARK), bankrupt, with orders to distribute assets to 3,417 creditors whose combined claims total 131.4 billion baht.
The case is now awaiting a ruling from the Criminal Court to determine whether Mr Vonnarat is guilty of wrongdoing and liable for investor damages, according to the Thai Investors Association (TIA).

To protect shareholder rights, the TIA earlier urged all Stark common shareholders affected by the fraud to file debt claims with the Legal Execution Department by April 11. On Sept 27, the first creditors' meeting was held and confirmed there were 3,417 creditors with total claims of more than 131.4 billion baht.

[image: The case against Mr Vonnarat proceeded to the Central Bankruptcy Court and Criminal Court in 2024.]
The case against Mr Vonnarat proceeded to the Central Bankruptcy Court and Criminal Court in 2024.



Creditors are divided into four categories, comprising financial institutions, tort creditors (including bondholders and common shareholders), Phelps Dodge International (Thailand) Ltd and Piyachanok Tangkaravakoon, who is Mr Vonnarat's spouse.

Since Mr Vonnarat did not submit a debt settlement plan, the receiver has recommended the court issue a bankruptcy judgement against him.

Meanwhile, the Criminal Court case, filed by public prosecutors against Mr Vonnarat and associates, is still underway.

The receiver has informed the court that Mr Vonnarat is now under absolute receivership and in bankruptcy proceedings, but the court should continue its criminal trial to determine his guilt and liability for damages.

Once the Criminal Court issues its ruling, the receiver will decide on compensation and determine the repayment amounts due to tort creditors, including both bondholders and common shareholders, according to the TIA.

The receiver is now collecting Mr Vonnarat's assets and verifying all creditor claims. Debt investigations for common shareholders will begin after the Criminal Court delivers its verdict.

The next step will be for the Bankruptcy Court to officially declare Mr Vonnarat bankrupt, allowing the receiver to liquidate assets and distribute repayments to all approved creditors.

The TIA released this updated information to inform Stark shareholders and affected investors of the ongoing legal and procedural developments in the case, the TIA stated.

The Stark case began in mid-2023, when the company failed to submit its 2022 financial statements, prompting the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) to suspend trading in June 2023.

Subsequent investigations uncovered large-scale accounting fraud, including falsified financial statements and suspicious fund transfers worth over 100 billion baht.

The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) later filed civil and criminal charges against key executives, including Mr Vonnarat, in late 2023. The case has since proceeded to the Central Bankruptcy Court and Criminal Court in 2024.
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                                Julapun Amornvivat, a former deputy finance minister, is expected to be elected as the new leader of the Pheu Thai Party on Friday, according to a party source.
This comes after a leadership vote was called following the resignation of former leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra, who stepped down earlier this month.

While some members reportedly supported 69-year-old veteran politician Chaturon Chaisang, others argued that the party needed a younger, reform-minded leader with solid economic expertise to address Thailand's mounting fiscal and social challenges.

After discussions at a meeting of Pheu Thai MPs on Tuesday, the consensus appeared to shift in favour of Mr Julapun, a 50-year-old Chiang Mai MP known for his calm temperament, economic acumen and ability to bridge the gap between the party's senior and younger generations.

Party insiders said Mr Julapun's proven ability to articulate economic policy and debate effectively with rival parties has helped cement his position as the frontrunner. He also represents a balance between experience and renewal, the source said.  

According to the source, Mr Chaturon may still be nominated as one of Pheu Thai's three prime ministerial candidates, while Sorawong Thienthong is expected to stay on as secretary-general.

Pheu Thai spokesman Danuphorn Punnakanta clarified that the party leader does not necessarily have to be its prime ministerial candidate. "These are separate decisions," he said, adding that the leadership vote will focus on strengthening internal unity and preparing for the next general election, likely to take place on March 29, 2026.

In another development, party-list MP Sutin Klungsang dismissed reports claiming he planned to quit Pheu Thai and form a new political group. He denounced the rumours as a smear campaign by individuals seeking to discredit him and destabilise the party.

"None of this is true. I remain committed to Pheu Thai and will attend Friday's general assembly to vote for the new leader," Mr Sutin said on Thursday. "Those who spread such rumours want to create the impression that the party is losing members. That is not the case."

Mr Danuphorn said the party had already investigated the rumours and found them baseless. He added that Ratt Klungsang, Mr Sutin's son, also confirmed that any discussion about forming a new party was an old contingency idea, not an active plan.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/3128878/julapun-amornvivat-expected-to-lead-pheu-thai



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Top 5 smartphone brands in Thailand for Q3

									
								

									Thailand's smartphone market saw a fierce battle in the third quarter of 2025, with Samsung retaining its lead in shipments at about 20%, followed closely by Apple at 17%, Oppo at 16%, Vivo at 13% and Xiaomi at 12%, according to data from Counterpoint Research.
									The figures, based on shipment volumes rather than active usage, underscore the dynamic nature of the Thai mobile landscape. While global giants like Samsung and Apple continue to dominate, Chinese brands maintain a strong foothold, leveraging competitive pricing and expansive retail networks.

Samsung's success this quarter is largely attributed to its diverse product portfolio. The Galaxy A-series continues to perform well in the mid-range segment, while the premium Galaxy Z Fold7 has captured attention in the high-end market. The company's commitment to long-term software updates--up to seven years for its latest models--has also bolstered consumer confidence.

[image: Apple iPhone 17 series. (Photo: Reuters)]
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Apple, meanwhile, remains a formidable contender. The iPhone 17 Pro and Pro Max, launched in September, have already made a significant impact. Despite lagging behind in artificial intelligence (AI) capabilities compared to some Android rivals, Apple's ecosystem and brand prestige have turned its devices into status symbols among Thai consumers. Analysts suggest the US tech company could overtake Samsung in the next quarter if momentum continues.

Oppo, ranked third, has entrenched itself in the Thai market through an extensive offline presence. Its Reno and A-series devices remain popular among mid-range buyers, helping the brand maintain a solid position in the top three.

[image: CEO of OPPO Europe Bingo Liu holds the OPPO Find X9 during an interview, in Barcelona, Spain, October 28, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)]
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Vivo and Xiaomi round out the top five, each benefiting from strong value propositions and aggressive marketing. Vivo's focus on budget and mid-tier devices has paid off, while Xiaomi's online-first strategy and competitive pricing continue to attract younger, tech-savvy users.

Thailand's smartphone market, much like its vibrant street food scene, thrives on variety and competition. While Samsung and Apple operate the busiest stalls, local favourites like Oppo, Vivo and Xiaomi keep the crowds coming back with irresistible deals and dependable performance.
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                University says more shops need to register to make consumption stimulus a success
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                                The government is being urged to recruit more shops to join the Khon La Khrueng Plus co-payment scheme, as spending on its first day was disappointing, according to the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).
However, the government has taken a different view, with spokesman Siripong Angkasakulkiat reporting robust economic activity on Wednesday, with total spending reaching 1.9 billion baht.

He said the highest spending total was recorded at the government-run Thong Fah (Blue Flag) shops at 709 million baht, followed closely by food and drinks shops at 697 million baht.

Thanavath Phonvichai, the UTCC president, offered a different set of figures. He said government data indicated eligible Thais spent an average of only 250 baht each, totalling 750 million baht from 3 million participants on the first day.

"This means consumers are primarily purchasing essential items. The scheme is failing to encourage people to spend more than normal, which is what was expected to lift the economy," he said on Thursday.

It is not clear why there was such a large discrepancy between the government's figures and those of the university.

Mr Thanavath attributed the disappointing figures to limited participation by shops, as roughly 600,000 are registered, representing only 20% of the total number of small and medium-sized enterprises that could participate.

He called on the government to encourage more businesses to join the scheme, saying that higher participation could enable this initiative to better support GDP growth, aiming for a 2% increase in economic expansion this year.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, in his capacity as the interior minister, has directed local officials to work with Krungthai Bank in setting up mobile units to help vendors across the country register to expand shop participation.

Mr Anutin has also instructed community development offices to invite One Tambon One Product shops to join the scheme and organise weekly fairs, if possible, to increase sales channels, Mr Siripong said.
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                  Senate taken to task over 'ethics' vote                

                Former election commissioner sees double standard in censuring of Sen Nantana
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                                A former election commissioner has criticised a decision by the Senate to pursue a "serious ethical misconduct" case against Senator Nantana Nantavaropas, calling it a "biased judgement" by the upper chamber's majority.
In a Facebook post, Somchai Srisutthiyakorn said that although the Senate's 130-26 vote far exceeded the required three-fifths majority to endorse the findings of an ethics panel, the ruling had set a questionable precedent that might fail to convince the public.

The public already has a dim view of the Senate given the ongoing investigations into allegations of widespread vote-rigging in the 2024 election. The vote resulted in an unusually high number of winners affiliated with the Bhumjaithai Party -- now leading the government -- and its base in Buri Ram province.

Ms Nantana is among the small minority of senators considered to have been elected legitimately. She has pushed unsuccessfully to delay votes in the upper house to approve appointments to powerful independent bodies -- the same ones that could end up investigating corrupt senators.

The Senate ethics committee found her guilty of serious misconduct for belittling a fellow senator as "a pork seller" after losing a committee seat to her.

The committee ruled that Ms Nantana's comments showed prejudice against certain professions, disrespected human dignity and tarnished the Senate's reputation.

Mr Somchai argued that the decision reflected double standards, noting that other senators accused of verbal or even sexual misconduct had never faced comparable disciplinary action.

The Code of Ethics for Senators follows the same ethical standards applied to members of the Constitutional Court, independent agencies, MPs, senators and cabinet ministers, he said.

It is divided into three main sections: Section 1 on ideological ethics, Section 2 on core values, and Section 3 on general ethics, he said. The Senate's version includes an additional Section 4, which specifically governs the ethical conduct of senators and committee members in performing their official duties.

If there was any ethical violation in Ms Nantana's case, it would likely fall under Clause 31, Section 4 of the code, said Mr Somchai.

The clause stipulates that members "must respect the rights and personal freedoms of other members, committee members, and individuals, refrain from using impolite language, making slanderous or sarcastic remarks, or presenting false information during meetings or debates".

Under the code, violations of Section 1 are automatically deemed "serious misconduct". Violations of other sections are not considered serious unless the behaviour, intent, position, responsibilities, age, personal record, motives, context and impact of the act justify such a classification, according to Mr Somchai.

For non-serious violations, the Senate may issue a reprimand or warning with a simple majority vote. For serious misconduct, a three-fifths majority is required to forward the case to the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) for possible removal proceedings.

'Political weapons'

The NACC must now decide whether to proceed with the case and, if so, forward it to the Supreme Court to rule on whether Ms Nantana should lose her position.

"Ethical standards meant to guide political behaviour are now being used as political weapons," Mr Somchai wrote. "We must wait and see how the NACC and the court handle this case."

Wat Tingsamit, a former senior judge, said he was not convinced the NACC would uphold the Senate's ruling.

He further questioned why the alleged vote-rigging case involving 136 senators has yet to be sent to the Supreme Court by the NACC and the Election Commission (EC).

"How long must this nation remain in darkness?" he wrote on Facebook, alluding to alleged manipulation within the Upper House.

In a related move, a group of 10 reserve senators led by Kamrop Panyakaew petitioned the Supreme Court to order the EC to submit its findings on the vote-rigging case within a week and suspend the 136 senators implicated.

The group said the EC investigation, launched more than a year ago, has shown little progress.

The Department of Special Investigation is pursuing a separate criminal probe, focusing on alleged money laundering linked to the vote-rigging activities. It has said it needs to question about 1,200 witnesses across 45 provinces.
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                                CHIANG MAI - Twenty Chinese people were arrested at a luxury pool villa in Mae Rim district of this northern province on Thursday, suspected of operating scams targeting compatriots in China.
The suspects included 14 men and six women, one of whom broke her leg after jumping to the ground in a bid to escape. At least 10 other suspects managed to get away by jumping into the river and fleeing into nearby woods, police said.

The detained suspects reportedly told police that their boss paid 120,000 baht a month to rent the 90-million-baht villa by the Ping River in tambon Don Kaew and paid them salaries of 100,000 to 200,000 baht monthly.

Officers found about 100 mobile phones and Chinese SIM cards in the house. There were also surveillance cameras to monitor police activity, giving the suspects time to run.

Some of the suspects held student visas with admission registered at local universities. Others had entered the country with tourist visas, police said.

According to investigators, most of the scams involved an offer of life insurance, or a request to claim an undelivered parcel.

The victims, all Chinese nationals, were duped into transferring money to accounts controlled by the syndicate.

Pol Lt Gen Kritthapol Yisakhon, commissioner of Provincial Police Region 5, said the suspects worked for an established gang that had been raided twice in Hang Dong and Mae Rim districts in July. The network moved its operation to the villa two months ago.

Police said all 20 detainees face charges of forming a criminal association and fraud. They are being held at Mae Rim police station for further questioning.

Authorities are also coordinating with the Chinese consulate in Chiang Mai to assist in the investigation.
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                Transport minister says money-saving rate for unlimited rides will start on Dec 1
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                                Bangkok commuters will be able to take unlimited rides on the Red and Purple electric train lines for a flat daily rate of 40 baht starting on Dec 1, Transport Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn said on Thursday.
The daily pass scheme will operate from Dec 1 this year to Nov 30 next year, said Mr Phiphat, also a deputy prime minister.

He made the announcement following the first meeting of a fare policy committee, which approved the daily flat-rate ticket scheme as part of the Anutin government's initiative to reduce people's living expenses.

Under the new scheme, passengers will be able to enjoy unlimited rides per day at the following daily rates:


	General public: 40 baht

	Students: 30 baht

	Elderly passengers: 50% discount

	Persons with disabilities and children: Free of charge

	State welfare cardholders: Eligible to use their monthly 750-baht travel allowance.



The daily pass will be valid across both the Red Line suburban railway and the Purple Line MRT system, using EMV contactless payment technology (MRT and Mangmoom), enabling seamless travel between the two lines.

The scheme is designed to help frequent commuters manage travel costs more effectively. It would also encourage commuters to switch from private vehicles to public rail transport, reducing traffic congestion and air pollution in urban areas, said Mr Phiphat.

The programme was built on the success of the 20-baht flat fare policy on the two rail lines, which has received strong public support over the past two years, the minister said.

The previous Pheu Thai-led government had been making plans to cap fares at 20 baht on all seven metro rail systems serving the capital region before it left office.

"This daily pass will make travel even more affordable and convenient, while also ensuring fiscal responsibility through targeted subsidies," Mr Phiphat said.

The fare policy committee on Wednesday also endorsed a plan to centralise rail system management under a "single ownership" model, with the Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand (MRTA) as the lead agency responsible for fare policy and a national common ticketing system.

Mr Phiphat said the initiative was in line with the forthcoming Common Ticket Act, which would serve as the legal framework for integrated fare systems and seamless travel nationwide.

"This is not just about lowering costs today, but it is about building a transport system that is truly accessible, affordable, and connected for all," he said.

"The daily pass and common ticketing system will make travel across Bangkok and its surrounding areas more unified, convenient, and cost-effective."
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3128786/b40-daily-flat-fare-approved-for-red-and-purple-lines



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  PM Anutin asks Trump for 'better' trade deal                

                Finance Ministry raises Thai GDP forecast as export outlook brightens 
              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and US President Donald Trump chat after an informal dinner on Wednesday evening at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec) summit of 21 countries in Gyeongju, South Korea.]
                      
                                              
                          Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and US President Donald Trump chat after an informal dinner on Wednesday evening at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec) summit of 21 countries in Gyeongju, South Korea.                        

                                          

                  

                                Thailand has asked US President Donald Trump for a "better" trade deal as the two countries press ahead with tariff talks, following the signing of a US-brokered peace agreement between Bangkok and Phnom Penh. 
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul made a direct plea to Trump during an informal chat after a dinner with other leaders at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec) summit late Wednesday in South Korea, according to a Thai government statement.

Trump told Mr Anutin that he would talk to US Trade Representative Jamieson Greer about the matter, Thai government spokesman Siripong Angkasakulkiat said in the statement. 

Mr Anutin was hoping to find Trump receptive, after the success of the latter's weekend visit to Kuala Lumpur, where he oversaw the signing of what he hailed as a Thai-Cambodian "peace" agreement.

Thailand has been steadfast in calling the deal simply a "declaration" to work on normalising relations with its neighbour.

Nevertheless, Thailand hopes the accord -- a win for Trump as he campaigns for a Nobel Prize -- will incentivise the US to give more favorable trade conditions. 

A fragile ceasefire had been in place since Trump threatened to freeze tariff negotiations with both Thailand and Cambodia, but tensions remain, with troops and heavy weaponry still stationed on either side of the border.

A joint statement on the US-Thai trade deal, published by the White House on Sunday, outlined some preliminary agreements including Thailand's elimination of tariff barriers on about 99% of US goods, especially industrial, food and agricultural products.

While the US will maintain 19% tariffs on Thailand, some products that are yet to be identified are expected to be tariff-free.  

Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun noted that the framework is non-binding and detailed talks will follow, with the aim of concluding negotiations by the end of the year. 

In a related development, a brighter outlook for exports has led the Ministry of Finance to upgrade its economic growth forecast for Thailand to 2.4%, from 2.2% earlier.

Exports, a key driver of Thai growth, are expected to rise 10% this year, up from an earlier forecast of 5.5%, Vinit Visessuvanapoom, head of the Fiscal Policy Office, told a press conference on Thursday.

The ministry forecasts gross domestic product growth of 2.0% for next year, with exports expected to dip 1.5% as the full effect of tariffs takes hold. Southeast Asia's second-largest economy grew by 2.5% last year, lagging most peers.

Foreign tourist arrivals are expected to reach 33.5 million this year, down from a forecast of 34.5 million made in July. The ministry forecast a rebound to 35.5 million in 2026, still much lower than the record of nearly 40 million set in 2019, before the pandemic.

The ministry also forecast headline consumer prices falling 0.2% this year and rising 0.5% next year, compared with the current inflation target range of 1% to 3%.

The economy has struggled with US tariffs, high household debt and a strong baht. The government has introduced a series of stimulus measures to try to revive the economy, including a 44 billion baht co-payment consumer subsidy programme, aimed at lifting economic growth above 2.2% this year.
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                                An opposition MP has accused Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's wife of threatening the news media after she asked reporters why they were being so "mean" to her husband.
Pukkamon Nunarnan of the People's Party was reacting to a video of a brief encounter between Thananon Niramit and a group of reporters who questioned her husband on various subjects after he returned from Malaysia on Tuesday evening.

On his arrival at Wing 6 at Don Mueang Airport, Mr Anutin was asked about an earlier remark he made that could be interpreted as an admission that Thais encroached on Cambodian soil.

The prime minister said he was referring to occupation of disputed areas with Cambodia and he meant that both Thailand and Cambodia must adhere to their relevant agreements when it came to disputed areas. He apologised if his previous remark had caused confusion.

Reporters then asked questions about the agreements on critical minerals and trade frameworks that he had signed with the United States in Kuala Lumpur. They raised Thailand's reported intention to buy 80 US aircraft at a cost of $18.8 billion.

They also asked about allegations that a coalition MP had received money from scammers. The prime minister later ended the session, citing his rushed schedule.

Seconds after he walked out of the terminal, his wife followed. She greeted reporters with a wai and a smile before offering some comments of her own.

"Why are you so mean to the prime minister? Next time I will remember. ... This is too much," Ms Thananon, 32, said, still smiling as she walked towards the airport terminal gate.

Ms Pukkamon wrote that although Ms Thananon's tone was calm and she appeared to be kidding with the reporters, her remark was no different from a threat against the work of reporters who were duty-bound to find facts for the public interest.

If a leader felt threatened by reporters' questions, he had the right to address such a situation right away at the scene, Ms Pukkamon said.

It would have been more appropriate for the spouse of the PM to simply greet reporters and then leave, the opposition MP said.
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									A lifelong volunteer

									The Queen Mother was a role model for volunteerism as seen from her kind spirit, public service and royally-initiated projects
								

									From the day Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother was crowned in 1950, she was the greatest supporter of the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej as his reign began in the same year. The Queen Mother always accompanied His Majesty on royal duties in many provinces across Thailand, near and far.
									Especially in 1956, when King Bhumibol entered the monkhood and Queen Sirikit was appointed Regent, she performed all royal duties on behalf of the King. Since then, she tirelessly devoted herself to the nation.

[image: Their Majesties the King and Queen visited members of the Hupkrapong Agricultural Cooperatives at Cha-am district in Phetchaburi province.]
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Upon their permanent return from Switzerland to Thailand in 1951, King Bhumibol and Queen Sirikit worked endlessly for their subjects, making royal visits to communities far and wide, addressing misery and hardship, and bringing a long period of peace to the country.

Queen Sirikit herself set up a number of royal initiatives, reaching into every nook and cranny of people's lives. With compassion, devotion and self-sacrifice, she was truly a role model of volunteerism as seen from many of her projects.

Environment

Queen Sirikit expressed unwavering commitment to improving the quality of life for Thai people. She notably contributed to environmental stewardship, dedicating efforts to forest restoration and the promotion of human-forest co-existence.

[image: Her Majesty always paid attention to craftsmanship in each region and provided support so that it didn't vanish.]
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During an audience at Dusit Palace on Aug 12, 1979, Queen Sirikit said: "To be honest, my father's words in childhood always encourage me to serve my country. The King also reminds me that we are indebted to our nation. As a result, contribute something as if in debt."

Queen Sirikit observed that deforestation led to man-made disasters including drought, soil erosion and crop failure which caused a great deal of suffering to people in remote areas. Her royal projects Pa Rak Nam (Forests Love Water) and Ban Lek Nai Pa Yai (Small House In The Big Forest) were launched to promote environmental conservation and livelihood.

Pa Rak Nam started in Song Dao district, Sakon Nakorn, on Dec 20, 1982, later expanding across the Northeast. Under the project, villages were established for the destitute to live and, at the same time, look after forests. For example, Queen Sirikit donated her personal funds to villagers in Baan Nong Phai, Sawang Daen Din district, Sakon Nakorn, for their protection of nature.

[image: Her Majesty Queen Sirikit and then HRH Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn visited the Demonstration Farm in Narathiwat.]
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Ban Lek Nai Pa Yai was initiated when Queen Sirikit made a visit to Baan Huai Mai Hok, Om Koi district, Chiang Mai, on March 4, 1992, out of concern that deforestation and hunting would cause irreparable damage to the flora and fauna. Her initiative sought to promote people's livelihood, environmental conservation and forest restoration to bring about human-nature co-existence.

Queen Sirikit also initiated highland agricultural development centres in Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai and Nan. The project covered forest restoration, wildfire prevention, land management, and soil and water conservation, among others. She also kicked off exemplary farms to provide jobs for the unemployed. Efforts begun at Baan Khun Tae, Chom Thong district, Chiang Mai, in 1997, later expanding across the country.

Culture

During royal visits, Her Majesty took note of craftsmanship in each region -- local wisdom that was passed through generations -- at the risk of vanishing. It would be a huge loss if it had not been supported.

[image: Training programmes from the Support Foundation enabled villagers to earn a supplementary income without having to abandon farming.]
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At an audience in Dusit Palace on Aug 11, 1992, Queen Sirikit said: "I always accompany the King on royal visits to provide relief to disaster-hit areas, which he noted is only a short-term measure. Despite the government's policies to expand access to education, farmers rely on their children as their household workforce, depriving them of educational opportunities. Many left school after Prathom Suksa 4 [4th Grade] to support family."

The Foundation for the Promotion of Supplementary Occupations and Related Techniques of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit of Thailand (Support Foundation) was established in 1976. Training programmes enabled villagers to earn a supplementary income without having to abandon farming. Queen Sirikit not only spearheaded the organisation, but also got involved in every stage of work, including interviewing trainees herself.

Headquartered at Chitralada Palace, the Support Foundation oversaw centres across the country, offering 26 training programmes ranging from weaving and carving to sculpture.

[image: Queen Sirikit always showed dedicating efforts to forest restoration and the promotion of human-forest co-existence.]
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Queen Sirikit said: "Accompany the King on royal visits, I realised that Thais are of high artistic calibre, no matter how far from the capital. All the colours and intricate patterns are created by local people. I truly admire them for inheriting national art, even those who do not have any knowledge of handicrafts. In fact, they have artistic blood. Despite having a short training, they could produce art miraculously. Thais are the reservoir of heritage. Just give them a chance to shine."

Through the Support Foundation, Queen Sirikit's tireless devotion enabled farmers to enjoy a better quality of life, and, at the same time, preserve Thai culture for good.

Public health

At Chitralada Palace in 1988, Queen Sirikit was quoted as saying: "Health matters because it is the foundation of all living things. As the saying goes, a healthy mind in a healthy body. Healthy citizens have the ability to study, work and contribute to national progress. It is not wrong to say that they will build a strong nation."

Queen Sirikit was compassionate and caring. During her royal visits, she asked doctors in attendance to check the health of citizens who were waiting to receive her, and forward those who were unwell to provincial hospitals. In some cases, people were hospitalised in Bangkok.

[image: As president of the Thai Red Cross Society, Queen Sirikit visited Trat province where Cambodians fled war in 1978. Her Majesty later ordered the establishment of a Thai Red Cross Society Centre at Ban Khao Lan in the province.]
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In 1969, the royal medical unit project was launched to support those in remote areas. For those receiving treatment in Bangkok, Queen Sirikit also sent volunteers to offer encouragement. For those with an incurable condition, she offered scholarship or handicrafts training to support their livelihood.

In 1967, while at Klai Kangwon Palace in the Hua Hin district of Prachuap Khiri Khan province, Their Majesties arranged for doctors to provide medical support for people in Phetchaburi, Ratchaburi and Prachuap Khiri Khan. In other regions, similar efforts were launched to offer health services to people near their residences.

Queen Sirikit initiated the volunteer surgeon project in 1977 to support local doctors. It started in Sakon Nakhon, later expanding to other regions. She also set up the village doctor project, whereby skilled local residents received further training to share health knowledge in their communities.

During Covid-19, Queen Sirikit donated personal funds and medical equipment to operating rooms in support of medical staff.

Education

Queen Sirikit knew education is the most important foundation for people's quality of life and she dedicated herself to improving children's learning opportunities, both on a personal and larger scale.

[image: Queen Sirikit always supported education as the foundation for a good quality of life.]
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Many times Queen Sirikit volunteered to teach impoverished children wherever she went. For example, back in 1978, when Her Majesty stayed in Klai Kangwon Palace, she usually provided schooling sessions for people who came for an audience. Sometimes it was a one-on-one session, sometimes in groups. All student data was recorded for close monitoring.

It offered children opportunities to read and write, while giving them knowledge about Buddhism, morality, health and sanitation as well as a love for the country.

Whenever she visited her arts and crafts projects, Queen Sirikit would always check through the nursery centres and offer to teach the children of project members.

Local learning centres called Sala Ruam Jai were initiated by Queen Sirikit as a self-learning community where local people could exchange knowledge. Her Majesty graciously provided books for each Sala Ruam Jai on Thai history, literature, religion, culture, morality and agriculture, as well as photobooks, magazines, calendars and other interesting materials so that people could have a wide variety of know-how on different topics.

Altogether there are seven Sala Ruam Jais across Thailand, including in Chiang Mai, Sakon Nakhon, Narathiwat and Pattani.

In 1962, Queen Sirikit graciously offered a founding budget of 13,500 baht for the construction of a school dedicated to the education of the Yao hilltribe in Fang district of Chiang Mai province. The school was named Jaomaeluang Uppathum 1 and opened in the following year. At first, there were 100 students, all from the Yao hilltribe. Then under supervision of the Border Patrol Police, the school was later transferred to the Ministry of Education and currently teaches students up to secondary level.

[image: Queen Sirikit gave a present to one lucky boy in 1974.]
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In 1967, Jaomaeluang Uppathum 2 School was established in the Mae Rim district of Chiang Mai, providing education for Hmong children. The construction was made possible by Queen Sirikit's personal contribution of 20,000 baht. The school was transferred to the Ministry of Education in 1980.

Queen Sirikit also provided scholarships to impoverished students nationwide while also monitoring their living conditions, financial status, grades and behaviour to ensure they fully benefited from the grants.

Queen Sirikit also provided royal scholarships for students with special needs, such as those at the Bangkok School for the Blind, the Northern Region School for the Blind in Chiang Mai and the Songkhla School for the Deaf.

Children with intellectual disabilities were supported at the Kawila Anukul School in Chiang Mai and Ubonpanyanukun School in Ubon Ratchathani, while children with limb impairments received royal scholarships to attend Srisangwal School in Nonthaburi.
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                                Thailand's digital economy is expected to gain momentum through new trade initiatives under the US-Thailand framework for reciprocal trade and the development of the Asean Digital Economy Framework Agreement (DEFA).
Industry leaders said that aligning with US priorities positions Thailand as a more attractive hub for cloud service providers, technology infrastructure, and artificial intelligence (AI) investment.

However, they cautioned that while easing restrictions on US ownership in the Thai telecom sector could increase outlays, robust regulations are needed to prevent market dominance by large international telecom operators at the expense of local enterprises.

On Oct 26, the White House released a joint statement on the framework for the US-Thailand agreement on reciprocal trade. As part of the framework, both countries are to finalise commitments by Thailand to address barriers affecting digital trade, services and investment.

Thailand promises to refrain from imposing digital services taxes or measures that discriminate against US digital services or products, and to ensure the free transfer of data across trusted borders for the conduct of business.

Thailand will also ease foreign ownership restrictions in its telecom sector, and remove in-country processing requirements for all domestic retail electronic payment transactions for debit cards issued in Thailand.

Attracting the US

Supparat Singhara na Ayutthaya, general manager of DAMAC Digital, said the framework emphasises cooperation in supply chain resilience, investment security and strategic technologies, which will strengthen the policy backdrop for infrastructure like data centres.

Thailand may become a more attractive location for US cloud providers, hyperscalers or tech infrastructure investors, he said.

Mr Supparat said data centres rely on large volumes of IT hardware. Even though the framework focuses on trade between the US and Thailand, improved trade ties may lead to smoother imports of US equipment or better bilateral logistics and investment flows.

Paul Srivorakul, group chief executive of aCommerce, a Southeast Asia e-commerce aggregator, told the Bangkok Post that by allowing the free flow of data, Thailand is giving up some potential tax revenue in exchange for a major strategic advantage -- attracting AI investment.

He said this trade deal is a smart strategic play for Thailand's digital ecosystem.

"We are agreeing to forgo a new digital services tax. But we are trading that potential, small revenue for something much bigger: unprecedented access to US technology and investment, coupled with regulatory certainty," said Mr Paul.

This commitment to ensuring the free transfer of data across trusted borders is the most crucial part, he said.

"Data is the essential fuel for AI. Without the secure, frictionless flow of large, high-quality datasets, global AI companies cannot operate their regional models effectively," said Mr Paul.

By guaranteeing this, Thailand becomes instantly attractive to major AI firms and cloud computing giants looking to invest more into their data centres and regional hubs, he said.

This strategically positions Thailand as the most trusted and transparent digital hub in Southeast Asia.

This trust is essential for attracting Western tech firms who are seeking a secure alternative to the regional status quo, providing a vital counter-balance to excessive Chinese tech influence.

"Ultimately, this move makes Thailand a globally competitive choice for regional headquarters, directly challenging Singapore with our scale and new, frictionless rules," said Mr Paul.

The AI-driven foreign direct investment and creation of high-skilled digital jobs will generate vastly more economic value and tax revenue than any unilateral digital services tax ever could, he added.

Mr Paul said the goal of easing foreign ownership in the telecom sector and removing payment processing requirements is to encourage US investment.

However, he said Thailand must ensure this move does not lead to market domination by a few large international players, stifling the growth of local Thai enterprises and digital entrepreneurs.

"The benefits of digital trade should also be carefully monitored to ensure they flow to the Thai economy and not just to foreign shareholders," said Mr Paul.

NEW SATELLITE SERVICE

Nuttanai Anuntarumporn, chief executive of Interlink Telecom Plc, told the Bangkok Post that the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission is expected to maintain the foreign share ownership limitation in the major telecom companies at the current 49%, as the telecom sector remains a strategic industry.

The American framework is expected to help US-based satellite service providers such as Starlink expand their presence in Thailand, he said.

Their services can complement existing fibre-optic networks, especially in rural and remote coastal areas where terrestrial infrastructure is limited, said Mr Nuttanai.

As cross-border data flows become more seamless, connectivity infrastructure will see exponential growth, benefiting local telecom operators and system integrators, he said.

"By mid-2026, several hyperscale data centres will be completed, leading to a significant increase in domestic and outbound data traffic, reinforcing both data sovereignty and regional digital integration," said Mr Nuttanai.

DEFA AGREEMENT

Meanwhile, Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun said she aims to conclude the DEFA negotiations within the first quarter of 2026, with a formal signing of the pact later that year.

Thailand is the chairman of the negotiations committee.

The agreement is to serve as a modern, comprehensive framework for digital economic cooperation that effectively supports Asean's transition towards a digital economy.

The pact is expected to lift the region's digital economic growth by almost 30%, reaching a value of more than US$2 trillion by 2030.
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                                Thailand may have to repeal a law that grants rewards to customs officials for seizing smuggled goods in order to reduce trade barriers under the tariffs agreement with the US.
According to Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, the Reciprocal Tariffs Agreement requires Thailand to abolish the system of rewards for customs officials involved in intercepting tax-evading goods.

"If it is necessary to amend the law to reduce trade barriers, we will proceed accordingly," he said.

Concerning the payment of rewards to customs officers, Mr Ekniti said the Customs Act was amended in 2019, reducing the amount of such payments.

"We need to follow up on the results of that amendment to observe its effects," he said. "My decision on this matter will be based on factual information."

According to Mr Ekniti, the trade agreement between Thailand and the US should help enhance transparency, particularly in terms of bribes and rewards, which can create costs and act as a trade barrier. In fact, this issue was also raised by the private sector, he said.

As chairman of trade negotiations strategy with the US, Mr Ekniti said he held an online discussion with the US Trade Representative and requested the US lower tariff rates to less than 19%.

American law allows the US president to issue an executive order, and under an appendix to the law, to reduce or waive tariffs on specific products.

Mr Ekniti said this matter requires further discussion with the private sector and noted the commerce minister already initiated consultations with business representatives.

The US-Thailand trade agreement is expected to benefit the country by offering zero import tariffs on certain goods, such as animal feed corn, which Thailand already imports, he said.

As for automobiles, there should be no concerns because American cars are left-hand drive, while Thai vehicles are right-hand drive, said Mr Ekniti.
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                                Asset management companies (AMCs) expect roughly 50% of special mention (SM) loans to continue to deteriorate into non-performing loans (NPLs) over the next three years.
SM loans -- defined as debt overdue for more than 60 days but not exceeding 90 days -- amount to 1.25 trillion baht in the entire banking system. Of this amount, 849 billion baht comes from business loans, while the remaining 402 billion originates from the household sector, according to Rak Vorrakitpokatorn, chief executive of Bangkok Commercial Asset Management (BAM), the country's largest AMC.

"If the Bank of Thailand's debt relief measures expire, around 50% of SM loans could turn into NPLs," he said.

"As a result, a substantial volume of bad debt may be transferred to AMCs over the next three years."

Thailand has 86 AMCs managing a combined total of about 1 trillion baht in NPLs.

Commercial banks hold around 520 billion baht in NPLs, while specialised financial institutions account for 330 billion baht.

Suthirak Traichira-Aporn, chief executive of JMT Network Services, a debt collection and management company, said he projects around 10% of SM loans to reach NPL status next year.

"If debt assistance measures are withdrawn, the migration rate could exceed 10% and potentially reach 50%," he said.

JMT specialises in consumer and unsecured loans, which account for 92% of the NPLs under its management. The remaining 8% consists of secured loans, mainly mortgage-related.

According to JMT, SM loans in the consumer segment have risen steadily, from 383 billion baht in the first quarter of 2024 to 416 billion in the fourth quarter.

However, in 2025 SMs have declined slightly, dropping from 414 billion baht in the first quarter to 403 billion in the second quarter, noted the company.

With the continued rise in consumer NPLs, JMT allocated 2 billion baht in fresh capital for bad debt acquisitions next year.

The company expects auto loan NPL sales to increase, reflecting the growing fragility of that business segment.

In addition, Mr Suthirak revealed JMT is in discussions with several major local banks about establishing new joint venture AMCs (JV-AMCs).

However, he said the company is awaiting the central bank's revised regulations on JV-AMC conditions before making any commitments.

JMT operates JK AMC, a joint venture with Kasikornbank (KBank), which manages individual bad debts from KBank's portfolio.

In the second quarter of 2025, JK AMC reported increased cash collections to 865 million baht, up from 835 million the previous quarter, according to JMT's financial statement filed with the Stock Exchange of Thailand.
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                                The Transport Ministry and aviation bodies aim to establish Thailand as an aviation hub, emphasising maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) to meet international demand in the region.
"We must establish our own full-scale MRO, otherwise neighbouring countries such as Singapore will reap all the aviation benefits," said Transport Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn at the "Skyconomy" seminar co-hosted by Bualuang Securities this week.

He said Thailand is located near the two most populous nations, India and China, and serves as a gateway to Indochina, underlining its strong potential to become an aviation hub.

The US Federal Aviation Administration recently upgraded Thailand's ranking back to Category 1 from Category 2, allowing Thai carriers and Thai pilots to return to the US, while United Airlines resumed its service to Thailand last week after an 11-year hiatus.

Thailand passed the International Civil Aviation Organization's Universal Safety Oversight Audit Programme with a preliminary score of 91.4%, exceeding the global average of 70.5%, according to the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand (CAAT).

Mr Phiphat said the ministry plans to attract airlines to fly to less-crowded airports, such as Krabi and Chiang Mai, as the major airports of Suvarnabhumi, Don Mueang and Phuket face congestion.

To make Thailand a hub, it needs more transit traffic and airports with better-equipped facilities for airlines, said CAAT director-general ACM Manat Chavanaprayoon.

ACM Manat said Airports of Thailand Plc (AOT) has developed a new master plan for Suvarnabhumi airport, including a south terminal, MRO facility, cargo distribution centre, private jet terminal and a training centre for pilots, crew and technicians to support the industry.

A free zone is envisioned for Boeing and Airbus to establish aircraft spare parts stock centres, enabling urgent equipment changes to be made at the Thailand hub.

In addition, AOT's proposal to raise the passenger service charge from 730 baht to fund airport development will be considered and approved soon, he said.

The CAAT is also coordinating with neighbouring countries such as Vietnam to jointly promote international aviation and attract foreign tourists to Southeast Asia.

Chai Eamsiri, chief executive of Thai Airways, said Thailand has room to improve in connecting traffic as it aims to catch up with Singapore, which has 30-40% connecting passengers. Thai Airways has 22% connecting passengers, up from 6% in 2023, he said.

Mr Chai said connecting passengers represent an opportunity to increase revenue, and the airline has been increasing this segment through a network strategy, offering long-haul flights to Southeast Asia via its Bangkok hub.

Next year, the airline expects to grow its fleet to 103 aircraft, up from 77. The expansion includes 17 narrow-body aircraft and four wide-body 787-9 aircraft.

Thai Airways is also co-investing in an MRO facility with Bangkok Airways at U-tapao airport worth 10 billion baht.

RISING AVIATION TECH

Thailand could be developed as a regional aviation hub by leveraging its core strengths, including its geographical advantage and adoption of aviation technology, Sithidej Mayalarp, chief executive of SET-listed aviation tech company SKY ICT, said at the seminar.

He urged the government and related agencies to promote aviation hub development by easing regulatory conditions for increasing domestic flight destinations, as well as promoting more facilities and the adoption of automation such as artificial intelligence technology.

Mr Sithidej said the domestic and global outlook for passengers and the aviation industry this year is improved from last year.

Despite the sluggish economy, the number of tourists globally for the first nine months this year declined around 6% year-on-year.

However, the volume of global passengers for the period soared 4.8% year-on-year.

More importantly, starting last month Chinese tourists started returning to Thailand after a two-year decline, he said.

Mr Sithidej said SKY ICT provides aviation tech solutions for 13 airports nationwide. The company upgraded the pre-boarding Common Use Passenger Processing System for those airports to support the influx of tourists.

He said the aviation technology at Thai airports is not inferior to those at rival airports, such as Singapore, Hong Kong and Incheon in South Korea.
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        Thais mourning late Queen Mother spark run on black clothes
        Retail shops across Thailand are struggling to meet the demand for black outfits and muted wardrobes as people mourn for the passing of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother.

      

      
        Court to declare former Stark executive bankrupt
        The Central Bankruptcy Court is set to issue a ruling declaring Vonnarat Tangkaravakoon, former executive and major shareholder of scandal-plagued Stark Corporation (STARK), bankrupt, with orders to distribute assets to 3,417 creditors whose combined claims total 131.4 billion baht.

      

      
        Co-payment spending figures at odds
        The government is being urged to recruit more shops to join the Khon La Khrueng Plus co-payment scheme, as spending on its first day was disappointing, according to the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).

      

      
        New Year countdown events on track
        Thailand's New Year countdown events will continue as usual, but the iconic fireworks show usually staged at Wat Arun in Bangkok will move to the northern province of Phayao in an effort to promote second-tier destinations, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).

      

      
        PM Anutin asks Trump for 'better' trade deal
        Thailand has asked US President Donald Trump for a "better" trade deal as the two countries press ahead with tariff talks, following the signing of a US-brokered peace agreement between Bangkok and Phnom Penh.&nbsp;

      

      
        Smothong Group Grows from Palm Collector to Industry Leader
        The story of Smothong Group began in 2003 when Mr Seksak Piriyetyanggoon founded a palm fresh fruit bunch collection yard in Surat Thani Province. After witnessing the challenges faced by smallholder farmers, he studied the industry in depth and established Smothong Palm Oil Co., Ltd. to produce crude palm oil.
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        WASHINGTON - US policymakers, financial institutions and business owners have been flying blind for almost a month as a government shutdown has stopped the release of crucial federal economic data ranging from the size of the labour force to the country's GDP.

      

      
        Brokerage expects SET to rise 5% by year-end
        Asia Plus Securities (ASPS) has maintained its Thai stock market index estimate for year-end 2025 at 1,376 points, about 5% higher than it is now, expecting foreign fund inflows to gradually return as the global interest rate downtrend begins, although an artificial intelligence (AI) bubble in overheated US tech stocks could trigger volatility.

      

      
        Asean-China trade pact changes to be explained
        The Thai Ministry of Commerce is preparing to explain new features of the Asean-China Free Trade Area (ACFTA) and hold public hearings to ensure stakeholders understand and can take advantage of the benefits of the agreement.

      

      
        Pact set to boost Thai-US ties
        Thailand's digital economy is expected to gain momentum through new trade initiatives under the US-Thailand framework for reciprocal trade and the development of the Asean Digital Economy Framework Agreement (DEFA).
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                                Retail shops across Thailand are struggling to meet the demand for black outfits and muted wardrobes as people mourn for the passing of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother.
It is a result of two converging circumstances: the Oct 24 passing of Queen Mother Sirikit, the widely venerated consort of Thailand's late King Bhumibol Adulyadej (Rama IX), and Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's request for all government workers to wear "mourning attire" for one year, with everyone else asked to dress in black or subdued colours for 90 days.

Within a few days, businesses have seen sales of blouses, dresses, polos, shirts and tees in black skyrocket to levels not seen since 2016, when His Majesty King Bhumibol passed away after a seven-decade reign and a similar one-year mourning period was observed. Some vendors have now run out of black clothing to sell.

At Bangkok's Bobae market, a hub for the wholesale garment trade, hundreds of vendors put their stocks of black clothing on full display, relegating more colourful pieces to the back. Thai office workers roamed the stalls during lunch breaks, carrying colourful plastic bags full of new black tops and dresses they would be wearing for the months to come.

In public spaces from streets to sky trains, many Thais can be seen donning black or darker colours over the past few days. Large electronic billboards all over the capital Bangkok also displayed black and white portraits of Queen Mother Sirikit, with texts mourning the loss of the nation. Black attire also dominated business conferences and seminars in the Thai capital.

[image: People hold portraits of Thailand's late Queen Mother Sirikit, ahead of the transfer of her body to the Grand Palace, in Bangkok, Thailand, on Oct 26, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)]
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"There's no time to sleep, I've just been packing and shipping," said Nuttanun Kongdee. The 47-year-old vendor said she has been selling about 10,000 black shirts, blouses, and dresses each day since Queen Sirikit's passing, compared to her usual sales of about 200-300 pieces a day. "This reflects the loyalty of Thai people for the Queen Mother."

Some 400 kilometres (250 miles) from Bangkok, Chanarbhorn -- an apparel store in Buri Ram province -- sold out of all its black clothes and could not put in new orders. "The factory said black T-shirts are out of stock," Chanarbhorn's manager, who asked to go by Tukta, said by phone.

The Ministry of Commerce has warned vendors against price gouging during the mourning period. Shops are required to display price tags, and any price increases must be appropriate, the ministry said.

Back in the Bangkok market, Turnjai Khamkawl, 56, had just run out of her black Chitralada dresses, traditional Thai silk costumes that are normally worn during royal ceremonies. She said the backlog of orders -- which came in from all around the country -- now ran for over a week, as many Thais would like to wear the costumes to lay artificial sandalwood flowers as part of the funeral ceremonies. 

[image: People gather outside the Grand Palace, after the body of Thailand's Queen Mother Sirikit was transferred there from King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital following her death, in Bangkok, Thailand, on Oct 26, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)]
People gather outside the Grand Palace, after the body of Thailand's Queen Mother Sirikit was transferred there from King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital following her death, in Bangkok, Thailand, on Oct 26, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)



Revered as the country's matriarch, Queen Sirikit was the mother of the reigning monarch, His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua. She passed away at 93, just months after her Aug 12 birthday, which is also celebrated as Mother's Day in Thailand.

Her Majesty The Queen Mother, who was also known as the queen of Thai silk, established a foundation to support wounded or disabled military personnel along the Thai border. Her other charitable work included promoting traditional handicrafts, healthcare and education for children in remote areas.


	Read more: Her Majesty's testament of public service
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                  Court to declare former Stark executive bankrupt                

                              

                                The Central Bankruptcy Court is set to issue a ruling declaring Vonnarat Tangkaravakoon, former executive and major shareholder of scandal-plagued Stark Corporation (STARK), bankrupt, with orders to distribute assets to 3,417 creditors whose combined claims total 131.4 billion baht.
The case is now awaiting a ruling from the Criminal Court to determine whether Mr Vonnarat is guilty of wrongdoing and liable for investor damages, according to the Thai Investors Association (TIA).

To protect shareholder rights, the TIA earlier urged all Stark common shareholders affected by the fraud to file debt claims with the Legal Execution Department by April 11. On Sept 27, the first creditors' meeting was held and confirmed there were 3,417 creditors with total claims of more than 131.4 billion baht.

[image: The case against Mr Vonnarat proceeded to the Central Bankruptcy Court and Criminal Court in 2024.]
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Creditors are divided into four categories, comprising financial institutions, tort creditors (including bondholders and common shareholders), Phelps Dodge International (Thailand) Ltd and Piyachanok Tangkaravakoon, who is Mr Vonnarat's spouse.

Since Mr Vonnarat did not submit a debt settlement plan, the receiver has recommended the court issue a bankruptcy judgement against him.

Meanwhile, the Criminal Court case, filed by public prosecutors against Mr Vonnarat and associates, is still underway.

The receiver has informed the court that Mr Vonnarat is now under absolute receivership and in bankruptcy proceedings, but the court should continue its criminal trial to determine his guilt and liability for damages.

Once the Criminal Court issues its ruling, the receiver will decide on compensation and determine the repayment amounts due to tort creditors, including both bondholders and common shareholders, according to the TIA.

The receiver is now collecting Mr Vonnarat's assets and verifying all creditor claims. Debt investigations for common shareholders will begin after the Criminal Court delivers its verdict.

The next step will be for the Bankruptcy Court to officially declare Mr Vonnarat bankrupt, allowing the receiver to liquidate assets and distribute repayments to all approved creditors.

The TIA released this updated information to inform Stark shareholders and affected investors of the ongoing legal and procedural developments in the case, the TIA stated.

The Stark case began in mid-2023, when the company failed to submit its 2022 financial statements, prompting the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) to suspend trading in June 2023.

Subsequent investigations uncovered large-scale accounting fraud, including falsified financial statements and suspicious fund transfers worth over 100 billion baht.

The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) later filed civil and criminal charges against key executives, including Mr Vonnarat, in late 2023. The case has since proceeded to the Central Bankruptcy Court and Criminal Court in 2024.
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                                The government is being urged to recruit more shops to join the Khon La Khrueng Plus co-payment scheme, as spending on its first day was disappointing, according to the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).
However, the government has taken a different view, with spokesman Siripong Angkasakulkiat reporting robust economic activity on Wednesday, with total spending reaching 1.9 billion baht.

He said the highest spending total was recorded at the government-run Thong Fah (Blue Flag) shops at 709 million baht, followed closely by food and drinks shops at 697 million baht.

Thanavath Phonvichai, the UTCC president, offered a different set of figures. He said government data indicated eligible Thais spent an average of only 250 baht each, totalling 750 million baht from 3 million participants on the first day.

"This means consumers are primarily purchasing essential items. The scheme is failing to encourage people to spend more than normal, which is what was expected to lift the economy," he said on Thursday.

It is not clear why there was such a large discrepancy between the government's figures and those of the university.

Mr Thanavath attributed the disappointing figures to limited participation by shops, as roughly 600,000 are registered, representing only 20% of the total number of small and medium-sized enterprises that could participate.

He called on the government to encourage more businesses to join the scheme, saying that higher participation could enable this initiative to better support GDP growth, aiming for a 2% increase in economic expansion this year.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, in his capacity as the interior minister, has directed local officials to work with Krungthai Bank in setting up mobile units to help vendors across the country register to expand shop participation.

Mr Anutin has also instructed community development offices to invite One Tambon One Product shops to join the scheme and organise weekly fairs, if possible, to increase sales channels, Mr Siripong said.
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                But fireworks show moved from Bangkok to Phayao, home of deputy PM Thamanat
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                                Thailand's New Year countdown events will continue as usual, but the iconic fireworks show usually staged at Wat Arun in Bangkok will move to the northern province of Phayao in an effort to promote second-tier destinations, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).
The decision to move the fireworks event to the home province of Deputy Prime Minister Thamanat Prompow was made before the passing of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother, TAT governor Thapanee Kiatphaibool said on Thursday.

As Bangkok already has successful countdown events organised by the private sector that attract an influx of tourists each year, the TAT wants to allocate its budget to help increase tourist flows to second-tier provinces, she said.

The countdown event at Wat Arun was first held in 2016, aiming to showcase fireworks over the Chao Phraya River with the temple as a backdrop.

In the North, the agency has selected Phayao as a new destination this year, in addition to Chiang Mai. The location for the event in the South is still under consideration, said Ms Thapanee.

The event in Phayao is expected to attract at least 250,000 visitors and stimulate tourism in northern provinces beyond Chiang Mai.

Thamanat, an MP for Phayao, oversees the Ministry of Tourism and Sports in his role as a deputy PM in the Anutin administration.

Ms Thapanee also said foreign visitors can be assured that the mourning of the late Queen Mother would not affect their New Year travel plans, as the two largest events in Bangkok -- hosted by Iconsiam and CentralWorld -- are still confirmed.

She said most festive events in Thailand would proceed as scheduled, with additional tributes included to commemorate the late Queen Mother in a respectful and elegant manner.

However, because some planned fireworks shows in Bangkok share the same location as the royal funeral, Ms Thapanee said the agency still needed to discuss the most appropriate solution.

For provincial countdown events, she said fireworks can proceed as usual, as the government has clearly stated it has not imposed a ban on private celebrations or entertainment events.

As well, Ms Thapanee said the Vijit Chao Phraya illumination show has been rescheduled to run from Nov 9 to Dec 23, while Loy Krathong festivals on Nov 5 would continue as planned.
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                                Thailand has asked US President Donald Trump for a "better" trade deal as the two countries press ahead with tariff talks, following the signing of a US-brokered peace agreement between Bangkok and Phnom Penh. 
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul made a direct plea to Trump during an informal chat after a dinner with other leaders at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec) summit late Wednesday in South Korea, according to a Thai government statement.

Trump told Mr Anutin that he would talk to US Trade Representative Jamieson Greer about the matter, Thai government spokesman Siripong Angkasakulkiat said in the statement. 

Mr Anutin was hoping to find Trump receptive, after the success of the latter's weekend visit to Kuala Lumpur, where he oversaw the signing of what he hailed as a Thai-Cambodian "peace" agreement.

Thailand has been steadfast in calling the deal simply a "declaration" to work on normalising relations with its neighbour.

Nevertheless, Thailand hopes the accord -- a win for Trump as he campaigns for a Nobel Prize -- will incentivise the US to give more favorable trade conditions. 

A fragile ceasefire had been in place since Trump threatened to freeze tariff negotiations with both Thailand and Cambodia, but tensions remain, with troops and heavy weaponry still stationed on either side of the border.

A joint statement on the US-Thai trade deal, published by the White House on Sunday, outlined some preliminary agreements including Thailand's elimination of tariff barriers on about 99% of US goods, especially industrial, food and agricultural products.

While the US will maintain 19% tariffs on Thailand, some products that are yet to be identified are expected to be tariff-free.  

Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun noted that the framework is non-binding and detailed talks will follow, with the aim of concluding negotiations by the end of the year. 

In a related development, a brighter outlook for exports has led the Ministry of Finance to upgrade its economic growth forecast for Thailand to 2.4%, from 2.2% earlier.

Exports, a key driver of Thai growth, are expected to rise 10% this year, up from an earlier forecast of 5.5%, Vinit Visessuvanapoom, head of the Fiscal Policy Office, told a press conference on Thursday.

The ministry forecasts gross domestic product growth of 2.0% for next year, with exports expected to dip 1.5% as the full effect of tariffs takes hold. Southeast Asia's second-largest economy grew by 2.5% last year, lagging most peers.

Foreign tourist arrivals are expected to reach 33.5 million this year, down from a forecast of 34.5 million made in July. The ministry forecast a rebound to 35.5 million in 2026, still much lower than the record of nearly 40 million set in 2019, before the pandemic.

The ministry also forecast headline consumer prices falling 0.2% this year and rising 0.5% next year, compared with the current inflation target range of 1% to 3%.

The economy has struggled with US tariffs, high household debt and a strong baht. The government has introduced a series of stimulus measures to try to revive the economy, including a 44 billion baht co-payment consumer subsidy programme, aimed at lifting economic growth above 2.2% this year.
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                  Smothong Group Grows from Palm Collector to Industry Leader                

                From humble beginnings in Surat Thani, Smothong Group has evolved into one of Thailand's leading crude palm oil producers and renewable energy contributors, driven by ethical practices and sustainable growth.
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                                The story of Smothong Group began in 2003 when Mr Seksak Piriyetyanggoon founded a palm fresh fruit bunch collection yard in Surat Thani Province. After witnessing the challenges faced by smallholder farmers, he studied the industry in depth and established Smothong Palm Oil Co., Ltd. to produce crude palm oil.
[image: Mr.Seksak Piriyetyanggoon,  Managing Director (Factory) of Smothong Group]
Mr.Seksak Piriyetyanggoon, Managing Director (Factory) of Smothong Group



[image: Mr.Johson Lim, Managing Director of Innovation and International Trade]
Mr.Johson Lim, Managing Director of Innovation and International Trade



Production and Operations 

The company's expansion gained momentum in 2009, when Mr Seksak partnered with Mr Kittipong Puangmala, his father Mr Sawai Puangmala, and Malaysian businessmen Mr Lam Kim Kong and Mr Johnson Lim--experts in palm oil engineering and consultancy. Together, they constructed Smothong's first crude palm oil factory in Tha Chana District, Surat Thani, which commenced operations in 2010 with a capacity of 45 tonnes of fresh fruit bunches (FFB) per hour.

[image: ]

Today, the Group operates four factories strategically located in:


	Prasong Subdistrict, Tha Chana District, Surat Thani

	Khlong Cha-oon Subdistrict, Phanom District, Surat Thani

	Nong Rong Subdistrict, Nong Khae District, Saraburi

	Thung Takhrai Subdistrict, Thung Tako District, Chumphon (operated by subsidiary A.L. Palm Co., Ltd.)



Smothong Group (SMO) is now among Thailand's leading crude palm oil producers, with a combined capacity of 240 tonnes of FFB per hour.
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Biofuel and Renewable Energy Development 

In addition to palm oil production, the Group operates biogas power plants generating electricity from biomass fuel. Its three power plants supply a total of 14.38 megawatts (MW) to the national grid, contributing THB 119.64 million in revenue in 2024. This initiative not only supports Thailand's palm oil industry but also advances national goals in energy security and sustainability.

[image: ]

Financial Strength and Corporate Structure 

Smothong Group has demonstrated consistent financial performance, recording total revenues of THB 6,870.42 million, THB 5,894.14 million, and THB 6,261.09 million between 2022 and 2024, with net profit margins improving from 1.89% to 4.15%.

In the first half of 2025, SMO reported revenue of THB 4,965.89 million and a net profit of THB 518.51 million, a remarkable improvement from the same period in 2024, when revenue stood at THB 2,851.44 million and profit at THB 127.81 million (a rise from a 4.48% to 10.44% margin). An increase of approximately THB 390 million from the same period of the previous year, representing a remarkable growth of 305 percent.

In 2017, the Group consolidated into a single entity, forming Smothong Group Co., Ltd. On 21 March 2025, it transitioned to Smothong Group Public Company Limited (SMO) with registered capital of THB 920 million (THB 688.40 million paid-up), in preparation for its upcoming listing on the Stock Exchange of Thailand within November.

The forthcoming listing marks a major milestone in the company's two-decade journey--from a small palm collection yard to a publicly traded enterprise--reflecting the strong investor interest it continues to attract as one of Thailand's most promising growth stories in the agricultural and renewable energy sectors.

[image: ]

Subsidiaries SMO operates through three subsidiaries:


	A.L. Palm Co., Ltd. (99.99% owned): Engaged in crude palm oil production and biogas power generation, with registered and paid-up capital of THB 480 million.

	Mitprasong Green Power Co., Ltd. (99.99% owned): Operates biogas-based electricity generation for the Provincial Electricity Authority, with registered and paid-up capital of THB 70 million.

	Team Evolution Co., Ltd. (49.44% owned): Currently inactive, holding undeveloped land assets for sale, with registered and paid-up capital of THB 90 million.



Ethical Standards and Future Outlook 

The Group adheres to high ethical standards, effective governance, and systematic management, holding certifications including:


	ISO 9001:2015 (Quality Management System)

	RSPO and RSPO Supply Chain Certification (RSPO SCC)

	Green Industry Certification

	Carbon Footprint for Organisation (CFO)



[image: ]

Backed by the expertise of its shareholders and seasoned management team, Smothong Group is poised to enter a new growth chapter with its forthcoming SET listing--underscoring its confidence, commitment to sustainability, and ability to deliver long-term value.

[image: ]
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                                WASHINGTON - US policymakers, financial institutions and business owners have been flying blind for almost a month as a government shutdown has stopped the release of crucial federal economic data ranging from the size of the labour force to the country's GDP.
The void is set to deepen by Thursday as Washington holds off publishing gross domestic product (GDP) numbers measuring the growth of the world's biggest economy in the July to September period.

The United States has already delayed reports on employment, trade, retail sales and others, only recalling some furloughed staff to produce key inflation figures needed for the government to calculate Social Security payments.

Congressional Republicans and Democrats remain at an impasse, each assigning blame to the other side over the shutdown with no quick end in sight and food aid for millions now at stake.

Analysts warn the growing information blackout could, in turn, cause businesses to lower hiring and investment.

"There's a huge demand right now for government data," said Heather Long, chief economist at Navy Federal Credit Union. "Every industry is trying to figure out if the Federal Reserve is going to keep cutting interest rates."

The central bank's decisions hinge upon the economy's health, particularly inflation and the weakening jobs market.

"This is the time of year where most organisations are finalising their budgets for 2026," Long told AFP.

"So, almost any company is sitting there thinking: Do we think 2026 is going to be an uptick? Or a slowdown, or a recession?"

The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office estimates the shutdown could cost the economy up to $14 billion.

Economist Matthew Martin of Oxford Economics expects firms to proceed cautiously, with President Donald Trump's tariffs already sending uncertainty surging this year.

"Businesses would therefore reduce their overall hiring to be on the safe side of things, until they see data that really points towards increased demand, or at least stabilisation in the economy," he told AFP.

Similarly, those in the financial markets need data to make investments and decide their moves in equities, he said.

'Tainted data'

Should the shutdown last through mid-November, as prediction markets expect, most delayed data releases will likely not come out until December, Goldman Sachs said in a note this week.

"The risk would grow that delays could distort not just the October but the November data too," the report added.

Long said that October's data could even be lost if the shutdown drags on for too long, "because the data was not collected."

Government workers could ask people to recount economic conditions once the shutdown ends, but this proves tricky if the delay is too long, she said.

The risk is no data or "tainted data" if memories are seen as less reliable over time, she added.

While economists, policymakers and business leaders have been relying on private sector data, analysts stress that these cannot replace numbers produced by the US government, which are viewed as the gold standard.

"We have a remarkable amount of uncertainty about just literally what's happening with labour supply, like how many people are in the United States and want jobs," said Brookings Institution senior fellow Wendy Edelberg.

She added that there is significant disagreement about how many people have left the country since the start of 2025.

Wells Fargo senior economist Sarah House said despite strong GDP growth recently, there are many "signs of strain underneath the surface," alongside signals that "not every component or group in the economy is doing equally well."

She cautioned that the shutdown is unhelpful for the economy: "If you're not sure when your next paycheck is coming as a government worker, you're not going to be going out to eat for dinner."

"You're maybe pushing off a trip, or just not buying little discretionary things."
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                                Asia Plus Securities (ASPS) has maintained its Thai stock market index estimate for year-end 2025 at 1,376 points, about 5% higher than it is now, expecting foreign fund inflows to gradually return as the global interest rate downtrend begins, although an artificial intelligence (AI) bubble in overheated US tech stocks could trigger volatility.
The brokerage projects listed companies' earnings will amount to 1.06 trillion baht this year, said executive vice-president Therdsak Thaveeteeratham.

In the fourth quarter, both the global and Thai economies are likely to remain in a slow-growth phase, with Bloomberg data showing global GDP expanded at an average of only 2.8% per year between 2015 and 2024, said Mr Therdsak.

Even though the global economy has avoided a technical recession, recent growth rates are below the previous decade's pace, he said.

Major central banks have begun cutting interest rates since early 2025, with the US Federal Reserve signalling two cuts this year and another in 2026.

The narrowing yield gap between Thai and US bonds is likely to support a stronger baht and encourage partial fund inflows back to Thai equities, especially as borrowing costs decline, said Mr Therdsak.

ASPS projects listed Thai companies' 2025 earnings will reach 1.06 trillion baht, or earnings per share of 86 baht, as during the first half they delivered 590 billion baht, putting full-year targets within reach.

"Global markets remain liquidity-driven, with record-high inflows to risk assets and gold in September totalling US$240 billion into exchange-traded funds [ETFs]. Some $19 billion were deposited into gold ETFs, the highest level on record," he said.

Foreign investors have turned net buyers in Thai equities since early in the fourth quarter.

However, tight valuations, especially in US markets with record-high margin debt, suggest increased speculative trading and the potential for sharp corrections, said Mr Therdsak.

"Global markets are showing signs of overheating, with equities and gold hitting record highs amid growing concerns about the AI bubble, particularly among US tech giants. Despite this, the sector continues to be supported by robust earnings and abundant liquidity," he said.

In Asia, China's real economy remains sluggish and in need of further stimulus, though its data centre sector led by Alibaba continues to expand.

Vietnam is also attracting investors after being upgraded to the FTSE Emerging Market Index in October 2025.

Effective September 2026, the upgrade is expected to attract about $5 billion in foreign inflows to the Vietnamese stock market.

In the fixed-income market, Thai government bond yields are now below 2.50% and could decline further. ASPS warned of potential reversals as investors become more selective amid rising credit risks and defaults.

In the first nine months of this year, six issuers defaulted and 12 requested payment extensions. Demand remains concentrated in investment-grade bonds with a BBB+ credit rating or higher, and maturities of under one year.

As of September, the Thai bond market value tallied 17.7 trillion baht, up 3.5% year-on-year, driven mainly by government bonds.

ASPS recommends investors buy medium-term bonds on dips for short-term gains, or adopt a buy-and-hold approach focusing on quality short-term and perpetual corporate bonds in essential sectors such as food, healthcare and agriculture.
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                                The Thai Ministry of Commerce is preparing to explain new features of the Asean-China Free Trade Area (ACFTA) and hold public hearings to ensure stakeholders understand and can take advantage of the benefits of the agreement.
The Department of Trade Negotiations will be in charge of the effort to publicise the so-called ACFTA 3.0 upgrade protocol, Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun said on Wednesday.

After signing the protocol in Kuala Lumpur on Tuesday, Ms Suphajee said all member countries must complete their internal processes and inform the Asean Secretariat of their readiness for enforcement.

For Thailand, after the public hearings, the ministry will submit the agreement to parliament for its consideration and approval.

Mr Suphajee said ACFTA 3.0 improves on the previous agreement, making it more modern and transparent to ease trade processes.

Key areas of improvement include customs procedures, industrial standards, agricultural standards, and economic and academic collaboration.

The agreement introduces new areas of cooperation, aligning with new trade areas such as the digital and green economies, supply chain connectivity, business competition, consumer protection, and support for micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises.

In the first half of this year, bilateral trade between Asean and China increased by 18.7% year-on-year to $430 billion, with exports totalling $145 billion and imports $285 billion.

Trade between Thailand and China rose by 28.1% year-on-year to $109 billion during the first nine months of 2025, comprising $30.7 billion in exports and $78 billion in imports.

Key exports included fresh, chilled, frozen and dried fruit; rubber products; computer, peripherals and parts; plastic pellets; tapioca products; and rubber.

Major imports comprised electric machinery and parts; machinery and parts; electric appliances; chemicals; computers, peripherals and parts; iron, steel and steel products.
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                                Thailand's digital economy is expected to gain momentum through new trade initiatives under the US-Thailand framework for reciprocal trade and the development of the Asean Digital Economy Framework Agreement (DEFA).
Industry leaders said that aligning with US priorities positions Thailand as a more attractive hub for cloud service providers, technology infrastructure, and artificial intelligence (AI) investment.

However, they cautioned that while easing restrictions on US ownership in the Thai telecom sector could increase outlays, robust regulations are needed to prevent market dominance by large international telecom operators at the expense of local enterprises.

On Oct 26, the White House released a joint statement on the framework for the US-Thailand agreement on reciprocal trade. As part of the framework, both countries are to finalise commitments by Thailand to address barriers affecting digital trade, services and investment.

Thailand promises to refrain from imposing digital services taxes or measures that discriminate against US digital services or products, and to ensure the free transfer of data across trusted borders for the conduct of business.

Thailand will also ease foreign ownership restrictions in its telecom sector, and remove in-country processing requirements for all domestic retail electronic payment transactions for debit cards issued in Thailand.

Attracting the US

Supparat Singhara na Ayutthaya, general manager of DAMAC Digital, said the framework emphasises cooperation in supply chain resilience, investment security and strategic technologies, which will strengthen the policy backdrop for infrastructure like data centres.

Thailand may become a more attractive location for US cloud providers, hyperscalers or tech infrastructure investors, he said.

Mr Supparat said data centres rely on large volumes of IT hardware. Even though the framework focuses on trade between the US and Thailand, improved trade ties may lead to smoother imports of US equipment or better bilateral logistics and investment flows.

Paul Srivorakul, group chief executive of aCommerce, a Southeast Asia e-commerce aggregator, told the Bangkok Post that by allowing the free flow of data, Thailand is giving up some potential tax revenue in exchange for a major strategic advantage -- attracting AI investment.

He said this trade deal is a smart strategic play for Thailand's digital ecosystem.

"We are agreeing to forgo a new digital services tax. But we are trading that potential, small revenue for something much bigger: unprecedented access to US technology and investment, coupled with regulatory certainty," said Mr Paul.

This commitment to ensuring the free transfer of data across trusted borders is the most crucial part, he said.

"Data is the essential fuel for AI. Without the secure, frictionless flow of large, high-quality datasets, global AI companies cannot operate their regional models effectively," said Mr Paul.

By guaranteeing this, Thailand becomes instantly attractive to major AI firms and cloud computing giants looking to invest more into their data centres and regional hubs, he said.

This strategically positions Thailand as the most trusted and transparent digital hub in Southeast Asia.

This trust is essential for attracting Western tech firms who are seeking a secure alternative to the regional status quo, providing a vital counter-balance to excessive Chinese tech influence.

"Ultimately, this move makes Thailand a globally competitive choice for regional headquarters, directly challenging Singapore with our scale and new, frictionless rules," said Mr Paul.

The AI-driven foreign direct investment and creation of high-skilled digital jobs will generate vastly more economic value and tax revenue than any unilateral digital services tax ever could, he added.

Mr Paul said the goal of easing foreign ownership in the telecom sector and removing payment processing requirements is to encourage US investment.

However, he said Thailand must ensure this move does not lead to market domination by a few large international players, stifling the growth of local Thai enterprises and digital entrepreneurs.

"The benefits of digital trade should also be carefully monitored to ensure they flow to the Thai economy and not just to foreign shareholders," said Mr Paul.

NEW SATELLITE SERVICE

Nuttanai Anuntarumporn, chief executive of Interlink Telecom Plc, told the Bangkok Post that the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission is expected to maintain the foreign share ownership limitation in the major telecom companies at the current 49%, as the telecom sector remains a strategic industry.

The American framework is expected to help US-based satellite service providers such as Starlink expand their presence in Thailand, he said.

Their services can complement existing fibre-optic networks, especially in rural and remote coastal areas where terrestrial infrastructure is limited, said Mr Nuttanai.

As cross-border data flows become more seamless, connectivity infrastructure will see exponential growth, benefiting local telecom operators and system integrators, he said.

"By mid-2026, several hyperscale data centres will be completed, leading to a significant increase in domestic and outbound data traffic, reinforcing both data sovereignty and regional digital integration," said Mr Nuttanai.

DEFA AGREEMENT

Meanwhile, Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun said she aims to conclude the DEFA negotiations within the first quarter of 2026, with a formal signing of the pact later that year.

Thailand is the chairman of the negotiations committee.

The agreement is to serve as a modern, comprehensive framework for digital economic cooperation that effectively supports Asean's transition towards a digital economy.

The pact is expected to lift the region's digital economic growth by almost 30%, reaching a value of more than US$2 trillion by 2030.
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        Thailand now 'the sick man of Asean'
        The inspiration for this article comes from the International Monetary Fund's (IMF) World Economic Outlook (WEO) report for the month of October.

      

      
        Let's just try leaning into your morbid curiosity
        Film critics Gene Siskel and Johnny Oleksinski have called fans of slasher films like Friday the 13th and Saw "very sick people" and "depraved lunatics who should not be allowed near animals or most other living things". Public outcry around the video game Mortal Kombat in the early 1990s was so extreme that it led to a special US Senate hearing on the topic. Similarly, the recent rise of true...

      

      
        China expands grip on wind energy
        European governments seeking to expand offshore wind power are increasingly wary of Chinese companies' involvement. Countering China's dominance will be time-consuming and expensive, but political pressure and national security concerns may give the region little choice.

      

      
        Can Trump achieve eternal peace in Gaza?
        Past wars in the Middle East have not only brought immense human suffering but also created new paths toward peace. The same holds for the war in and around Gaza. Israel and the United States have significantly, and perhaps decisively, weakened the so-called Axis of Resistance -- led, financed, and armed by Iran -- and Iran's nuclear programme. The leaders of Hezbollah (in Lebanon) and Hamas...

      

      
        Scams grow, as laws lag
        Last week, police in Chiang Rai province arrested a 35-year-old Chinese national as he went from one ATM to a multitude of others to withdraw cash. A subsequent search of his rented room showed he had in his possession 2,057 ATM cards, 537,900 baht in cash, 35 bank books, and 39 SIM cards. He was initially charged with illegally possessing ATM cards belonging to others in a manner that may...

      

      
        Data centre dangers
        AI projects are among the latest top draws in terms of global investment, with governments around the world, including Thailand, courting tech companies to launch such projects in their countries.

      

      
        Climate finance for urban resilience
        Heavy rainfall and floods continue to plague Thailand's cities. A trifecta of heavier-than-usual rainfall exacerbated by the La Ni&ntilde;a weather pattern, unsafe overcapacities at major dams, and unusually high sea tides is a stern reminder of how vulnerable Thailand's urban centres are amid the world's changing climate.

      

      
        Forget Canada. Better invade Venezuela first!
        Question: Why do some Canadians want Mr Trump to invade Venezuela?

      

      
        Rethinking identity from the start
        Thailand has made history by recognising same-sex marriage, affirming the right of adults to love and marry freely. This will rightly be celebrated as a triumph for equality and human dignity. Yet, in the same society, another group remains voiceless: newborns born with Disorders of Sex Development (DSD).

      

      
        Nuclear recklessness
        Re: "Russian leader praises new cruise missile", (World, Oct 28).
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																The inspiration for this article comes from the International Monetary Fund's (IMF) World Economic Outlook (WEO) report for the month of October.
As usual, the organisation conducted a quarterly review of the world economy, including GDP growth projections for member countries.

[image: ]

Some of the projections surprised me as Thailand's expected GDP growth for 2026 ranked the lowest among the 10 member nations of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), and the second-lowest (1.6%) in Asia after Japan (0.6%).

We know things are not going great in Thailand, but to suggest GDP growth will lag that of Myanmar (3.0%), Laos (2.5%) and Cambodia (4.0%) -- especially by such a large margin -- is not only likely inaccurate but insulting.

The IMF projects the kingdom will see 2.0% GDP growth this year. If readers do not feel embarrassed by this point, please look at the attached table.

The title of this article, "Thailand now 'the sick man of Asean'", actually could not be further from the truth. Nonetheless, things are bad. This article still makes the point that the economy is in a coma and needs an urgent turnaround.

Political propaganda and small fixes will not do the job. Policymakers should stop dreaming that there are easy solutions. Solutions will not only be difficult but also painful.

For a good example of painful solutions to turn the economy around, we can turn our attention to Argentina.

The country was previously plagued by 200%-plus inflation rates that mutilated its economy. The Argentine peso even lost 45% of its value within a single year. Even the IMF gave up hope on controlling the level of skyrocketing inflation there.

Newly installed President Javier Milei performed a de facto miracle by pushing inflation down to the 30% level. Many thought his hostile spending cuts of 30% and massive market reforms would cost him his political future.

On the contrary, his party won a majority of seats in both Houses in last week's midterm elections. But despite the sharp pain, Argentines did feel the benefit of low inflation after he came to power.

Surely, not everyone is happy about this, as some of the measures are indeed painful. Pensioners have been protesting on the streets for weeks.

As I said, to get the job done, no Mickey Mouse solution will do. Originally, I intended to write three full sections in this article.

The first would describe the crises that qualify the Thai economy to be branded "the sick man of Asean". The second would discuss the consequences of said crises. And the last section would suggest certain painful solutions to ease the crises.

But due to space limitations, only the first section will be explained here. However, I will try my best to blend in some of the consequences and suggested solutions.

The first crisis is that of low GDP growth. It is not only for this or next year that Thailand's GDP growth is being ranked the lowest in the region. Readers may want to glance at the table once again.

I am afraid that Thailand will stay at the bottom of the table at least until 2030. The IMF does not spell this out directly, but it can be deduced from the IMF's World Economic Outlook (WEO) report for October that, from 2025-2030, Thailand's average nominal GDP growth rate will stand at 2.8%.

The real GDP growth rate is probably only 1.8% which is the lowest among the major Asean economies.

By 2030, Thailand is expected, as per this report, to drop from being the third-largest economy in Asean to the fifth-largest.

Just out of curiosity, I wonder what the average long-term (nominal) GDP growth numbers of our Asean peers are during this five-year period.

Let's see. They are 8.5% for the Philippines, 7.3% for Indonesia, 6.3% for Vietnam, 6.0% for Malaysia, and 4.3% for Singapore. For the honour of our country, may I repeat that the average (projected) nominal GDP growth for Thailand is 2.8%.

Thailand might be low on GDP growth, but we are surely high in debt. In fact, the high level of (bad) debt ranks as the nation's second economic crisis. Thailand's household debt to GDP ranks seventh in the world (88.2%), beating Hong Kong (87.8%), Norway (87.4%), and Denmark (84.8%).

But guess what? Those countries have high levels of household debt because their housing prices are extremely high. If mortgages are deducted, other consumption loans stand at less than 5% of GDP. Therefore, household debt never poses a threat to those economies.

Thailand, in contrast, has 60% of GDP for non-mortgage debt, which is way too high for Thai debtors to be able to repay.

I have calculated how much GDP growth, namely, income growth, Thailand needs to be able to cover the interest rate on its existing debt. Just interest rate obligations, no principal repayments.

Given an interest rate of 3% for loans, 4.8% GDP growth is needed. If that rate rises to 4%, 6.4% GDP growth would be required. Needless to say, Thailand could never reach such GDP growth, which means the problem of non-performing loans (NPL) is theoretically unsolvable.

Given the above calculation, Thai borrowers should have defaulted "en masse," leading to a collapse of the nation's banking system.

They have, but all parties concerned, including the Bank of Thailand (BoT), have been helping to hide the numbers. According to a BoT report, NPLs in the private sector are just 2.83%. Who are you kidding? The real rate of NPLs should be well above 20%.

Before loans are classified as NPLs, banks restructure those that are turning bad into good loans. This deceptive practice hides the problem from the public, but cannot hide it from the banks.

Since there are fewer good customers, the Thai banking system has seen negative loan growth for 15 consecutive months. Banks are indeed zombies.

What happens when less and less money enters the economic system? The answer can be found in the table, and the vicious cycle of low growth and bad debt begins. So if someone asks me whether the economy will bottom out in 2026, I would say not until the NPL problem is resolved and the zombie banking system is fixed.

To solve those problems, someone has to improve the borrower's "ability to pay". Fake debt restructuring is counterproductive.

When customers start paying debts regularly, banks will "magically" emerge from zombie mode and become active agents in the economy again.

The last crisis relates to competitiveness. Thailand's industrial system does not yield a high enough income to push for growth and repay all debt.

If we want to have income on par with Malaysians, who enjoy almost twice the level of per-capita income, we need high-value-added products like theirs.

This all points to a switch to a STEM-based (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) industrial system.

Is there a "Big Quick Win" formula?

No.

It would take 20 years to achieve a STEM-friendly knowledge base, as Thailand would have to revamp its entire education system.
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																Film critics Gene Siskel and Johnny Oleksinski have called fans of slasher films like Friday the 13th and Saw "very sick people" and "depraved lunatics who should not be allowed near animals or most other living things". Public outcry around the video game Mortal Kombat in the early 1990s was so extreme that it led to a special US Senate hearing on the topic. Similarly, the recent rise of true crime entertainment has some people wondering if we are becoming desensitised to the horror and seriousness of the events themselves.
Macabre forms of entertainment capture the imagination of millions of people. But is this fascination a sign of coldheartedness and moral depravity? Should we be concerned about our morbid curiosity?

Rather than being a sign of moral deficiency, our attraction to the darker side of life appears to be deeply rooted in adaptive mechanisms that helped our ancestors survive and thrive.

Morbid curiosity refers to our curiosity about threats, which makes clear evolutionary sense. In a dangerous world, those who ignore signals of danger don't last long. Our ancestors who investigated the sounds of predators, learned from others' misfortunes, and understood the consequences of violence were more likely to survive and pass on their genes.

Today, our brains still harbour those ancient vigilance systems. Morbid curiosity motivates us to explore threatening scenarios safely, gathering information about potential dangers without actually experiencing them. When we watch a horror movie or read about a crime, we're essentially running simulations, practising our cognitive and emotional responses to dangerous situations we hope never to encounter in real life.

It's an intuitive thought that people who enjoy movies with blood, guts, and suffering would be less kind, less compassionate, and lacking in empathy. However, my research shows that this simply isn't true. Whether measured by standardised psychological surveys or behavioural tasks, the results are the same: morbidly curious people are just as empathetic and compassionate as anyone else.

Engaging with stories about suffering, violence, or death, often forces us to consider multiple perspectives. True crime enthusiasts don't just learn about perpetrators; they also contemplate victims' experiences, families' grief, and the broader social factors that contribute to violence. Horror movies subject vulnerable protagonists to terrorising monsters -- and horror fans take the perspective of those protagonists when watching the film. Their vulnerability and exposure to danger are the very thing that incites fear in the audience. Without evoking empathy, horror movies can't serve their function: frightening the audience.

Engaging with dark content may also help us build psychological resilience and improve our ability to cope with stress, trauma, and adversity. Acting like a psychological vaccine, controlled exposure to threatening scenarios through media can help us develop mental antibodies against real-world difficulties.

Studies show that people who regularly consume horror media report feeling more prepared to handle actual threatening situations. They've mentally rehearsed various scenarios and developed confidence in their ability to cope with extreme circumstances. This doesn't mean they're desensitised to real suffering; rather, they've built a toolkit of psychological resources for managing fear and uncertainty.

Some researchers have harnessed the power of morbid curiosity to create scary games that help kids with anxiety. Mindlight is a bio-feedback video game where the player wears a headband that measures brainwaves associated with relaxation. The premise of the game might sound familiar to horror fans: you are trapped in a mansion with monsters, and you must escape.

With scares tailored for young children, Mindlight allows kids the opportunity to face their fears in a playful setting. To defeat the monsters, players must approach them and shine a light on them, exposing them for what they really are; it's a wonderful metaphor for what morbid curiosity can do for us in daily life. The headband picks up when the player becomes too anxious and gives them tips on how to keep their cool. The resulting gameplay is remarkably effective: Mindlight is as powerful at treating anxiety as cognitive behavioural therapy, the gold standard for anxiety treatment.

Like any human trait, morbid curiosity exists on a spectrum. High levels of morbid curiosity on their own are not pathological and are nothing to be concerned about. However, too much of anything -- to the exclusion of other things -- can become unhealthy. Consuming nothing but dark content can lead to a gloomy worldview. Today, we find ourselves in a world full of negative news from all corners of the Earth at the tap of our fingers. This was not a problem our morbidly curious ancestors ever had to face.

But we shouldn't feel any shame over our morbid curiosity. Instead, we should seek to understand it as part of what makes us human. Our capacity to be fascinated by darkness while maintaining our compassion reflects the complexity of our psychology. We are creatures capable of confronting life's most difficult realities -- even for entertainment -- while still choosing kindness, connection, and hope.

The next time you find yourself drawn to a horror film, violent video game, or true crime podcast, remember that your morbid curiosity makes you a thoughtful, empathetic human trying to understand and navigate a complex world. Zocalo Public Square.

Coltan Scrivner is a psychologist, horror entertainment producer, and the author of 'Morbidly Curious: A Scientist Explains Why We Can't Look Away'. This was written for Zocalo Public Square.
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																European governments seeking to expand offshore wind power are increasingly wary of Chinese companies' involvement. Countering China's dominance will be time-consuming and expensive, but political pressure and national security concerns may give the region little choice.
Offshore wind is a cornerstone of northern Europe's clean energy strategy, offering a reliable alternative for more windy and less sunny countries striving to cut greenhouse gas emissions and reduce reliance on imported fossil fuels.

Since Russia's invasion of Ukraine in 2022, Europe has dramatically slashed its purchases of Moscow's oil and gas, but it has mostly replaced this with imports of US liquefied natural gas, meaning it has traded one dependence for another.

However, wind technology also relies on a foreign power, given China's central role in the wind power supply chain from rare earth magnets to turbines and blades. The role of China in this sector has become a source of debate between European governments and the industry.

Nowhere more so than in Britain, which aims to triple its offshore wind generation by 2030 to between 43 and 50 gigawatts from around 15GW today. Chinese wind turbine manufacturer Ming Yang Smart Energy announced on Oct 10 plans to invest up to US$2 billion (64.6 billion baht) in a plant in Scotland, just a month after Britain's largest electricity supplier Octopus Energy signed an agreement with Ming Yang to explore opportunities to develop 6 GW of wind. In its announcement, Ming Yang said the turbine manufacturing facility at Ardersier still requires the British government's approval.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer faces a challenging decision. Approving this major wind deal should support the government's green energy ambitions and hopes to tighten trade relations with Beijing, but it also risks running afoul of the growing push for energy nationalism.

Ming Yang faces no direct allegations that it poses a security threat. Mr Starmer's government already faces political backlash from prosecutors' decision earlier this month to abandon the trial of two British men charged with spying for China in parliament. At the same time, US President Donald Trump has urged countries to avoid doing business with China as trade tensions between the world's two largest economies deepen.

Beijing, on its part, is unhappy with the British government's continued delays to approve plans for a new Chinese embassy in London.

So while Britain might welcome Ming Yang's investment on economic grounds, giving a Chinese firm a central role in the development of critical UK energy infrastructure is bound to spark further political debate.

Britain is not the only country rethinking China's role in its wind industry. The European Commission last year launched a review into Chinese turbine manufacturers in response to industry concerns that cheaper imports could threaten the competitiveness of European firms.

Additionally, in August, Hamburg-based asset manager Luxcara scrapped a deal with Ming Yang to supply turbines for its Germany North Sea wind farm. To be sure, investor enthusiasm for the offshore wind sector, once seen as the posterchild of the energy transition, has ebbed in recent years due to rising costs and regulatory uncertainties. President Trump's personal dislike of "windmills" has further undermined the industry, which in the past year has seen huge projects shelved from the US East Coast to Britain, Poland, Taiwan and South Korea.

The International Energy Agency recently revised lower its forecast for growth in offshore wind over the next five years by 25% to 140 GW due to cost challenges and policy changes in the United States. But given Northern Europe's geography, wind remains one of its best clean energy options. The continent is expected to add 43 GW of offshore wind capacity over the next five years, nearly doubling its total installed capacity to 80 GW, according to industry group WindEurope.

While China is the world's biggest deployer of offshore wind technology, it does not dominate the industry as decisively as the solar market. Chinese turbine manufacturers already face strong competition from European rivals including Vestas and Siemens Gamesa. Chinese turbines costs can be 30% to 40% lower than their European peers, according to consultancy Rystad Energy, but the price advantage in Europe is likely inflated, as European-supplied turbines benefit from lower transport costs and premiums for insurance and financing.

And then there is the looming concern about cybersecurity risks. Turbine manufacturers typically supply the software to manage offshore wind farms and the connections with power grids. With cybersecurity becoming a central strategic concern -- particularly with the rapid growth in artificial intelligence -- Western governments may be increasingly wary of allowing Chinese firms access to their most critical energy infrastructure.

To reduce this dependency, European governments could put in place policies and subsidies to encourage the further development of domestic supply chains, particularly for complex components such as turbines and software technologies. But this will, of course, take time.

Additionally, western turbine manufacturers still need access to rare earth metals and magnets. The production of which is, once again, dominated by China. That dependence could fade if western governments successfully develop independent rare earth supply chains, but again, that isn't going to happen overnight. Wind power may ultimately help Europe develop affordable, secure and clean energy, but China's current dominance of this industry means Europe's path to this goal will be anything but straightforward. Reuters

Ron Bousso is a Reuters Columnist.
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									Can Trump achieve eternal peace in Gaza?								

															

																Past wars in the Middle East have not only brought immense human suffering but also created new paths toward peace. The same holds for the war in and around Gaza. Israel and the United States have significantly, and perhaps decisively, weakened the so-called Axis of Resistance -- led, financed, and armed by Iran -- and Iran's nuclear programme. The leaders of Hezbollah (in Lebanon) and Hamas (in Gaza) have been eliminated, and the Assad regime in Syria has been overthrown. The Middle East is now a different place, and Iran and its Axis of Resistance are among the biggest losers.
The war in Gaza is over, at least for now. All living hostages held by Hamas since Oct 7, 2023, have returned to Israel. Gaza may be almost completely destroyed, but for the moment, formal hostilities have ceased. Given the magnitude of the humanitarian tragedy there, that alone is a big achievement. US President Donald Trump and his negotiators deserve thanks and recognition for their achievement.

But the more difficult part of the journey, the project of establishing what Mr Trump calls "eternal" peace, still lies ahead. The situation demands bold political decisions on all sides -- not just rhetorical gestures, but real changes on the ground -- and these must come quickly. Moreover, a workable roadmap must be agreed if peace in the Middle East, or even conflict management, is to have any chance.

Peace will come only if the two peoples who each claim the same land are willing to reconcile. Are there majorities in Israel for that, or on the Palestinian side? Can Mr Trump force both sides to stay the course, and will the US have the endurance to see it through? Without all parties committing to a lasting renunciation of violence and a return to mutual recognition of each other's right to exist -- in other words, a return to the Oslo Accords -- there can be no peace. Is that possible with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who has rejected a two-state solution?

The most immediate need is for a political process with a timeline and agreed-upon steps. Without that, there will be no peace, nor any willingness on the part of the international community to finance Gaza's reconstruction -- which is another urgent priority.

What will become of the two million Palestinians in Gaza without housing or health care? It does not bode well for the future that an overwhelmingly young population has been deprived of jobs, education, and training. It is the perfect breeding ground for radical Islamists like Hamas or other terrorist groups that are antithetical to the cause of peace.

But who will govern and administer Gaza, or provide security and disarm Hamas? Who on the Palestinian side can turn the diplomatic fiction of a "State of Palestine" into the reality of a peaceful and secure neighbour of Israel? And to what extent would such a state need to be demilitarised? Arab governments are unlikely to commit themselves materially or politically to a roadmap that lacks a credible process for creating a Palestinian state -- even though the war in Gaza has shown that an unresolved Palestinian question can have long-term, threatening consequences for them as well.

Then there is Israel. Is the current government prepared to agree to the partition of the historical Mandate territory of Palestine -- including the West Bank and Gaza? What about the exceedingly difficult question of Jerusalem, and the even more complicated question of the Temple Mount? Precisely because this region, and Jerusalem in particular, has always been bound up with the three Abrahamic religions -- Judaism, Christianity, and Islam -- representatives of each will always play a decisive role in political negotiations. Especially toward the end of possible peace talks, religious messages and promises from the highest authorities (and how they are interpreted) will be key.

If Mr Trump truly means what he says, he has assumed a tremendous burden. He campaigned on a promise to end America's role as the world's policeman, yet now he is taking on what is arguably the most difficult challenge in contemporary international politics. The US, with its immense power, is the only power that has a chance of succeeding. But does Mr Trump have the patience and stamina the task requires? Failure would plunge the Middle East into even deeper turmoil. Europe, the region's neighbour, should always keep that in mind. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Joschka Fischer, Germany's foreign minister and vice chancellor from 1998 to 2005, was a leader of the German Green Party for almost 20 years.
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																Last week, police in Chiang Rai province arrested a 35-year-old Chinese national as he went from one ATM to a multitude of others to withdraw cash. A subsequent search of his rented room showed he had in his possession 2,057 ATM cards, 537,900 baht in cash, 35 bank books, and 39 SIM cards. He was initially charged with illegally possessing ATM cards belonging to others in a manner that may cause damage, a charge carrying a maximum sentence of five years' imprisonment.
In another incident in Bangkok, police arrested three other Chinese nationals in a rented house in the Lat Phrao area and seized four unregistered SIM boxes and 29 cellphones. Police checked their bank accounts, which showed transactions totalling about 10 million baht. Two of these individuals had arrived from Cambodia recently. Given the circumstances, particularly the presence of the SIM boxes, it is justifiable to assume they were planning to set up a scam call centre. But the police were hesitant to charge them with involvement in a scam activity.

While the arrest reports are good news, the bigger question is whether the penalties can deter this crime.

When dealing with telecom and online fraud, police will typically invoke the Criminal Code concerning public fraud, the Computer Crime Act and the Anti-Money Laundering Act against the offenders. However, the maximum jail term for the money laundering offence is 10 years. In contrast, under the other two laws, the maximum imprisonment is five years, and the maximum fine is 200,000 baht, which is a dismal, piecemeal amount compared to the sums a scammer can steal from victims.

Existing laws do not suffice in deterring evolving scam activities and their kingpins. The recent anti-scam law, which came into effect this year, focuses solely on regulating commercial banks and telecoms to protect consumers better and provide remedies to victims if these banks and companies are found negligent in protecting customers.

In comparison, Thailand's anti-scam legislation is pale in comparison to that of other governments. For example, China's Anti-Telecom and Online Fraud Act, introduced in 2022, comprises suppressive and preventive measures such as regulating mobile phone SIM registration, establishing an inter-agency body to target scammers, monitoring commercial bank accounts, and promoting public education on financial literacy and cybersecurity.

Moreover, the Chinese government's penalties are decisive. Late last month, a Chinese court handed death sentences to 11 people found guilty of running scam centres and drug rings at Myanmar's Laukkaing, close to the border with China.

Meanwhile, Singapore's Online Criminal Harms Act 2023 allows authorities to order online platforms such as Meta to remove accounts, block websites, disable apps, or restrict access to harmful content suspected of being used for criminal purposes.

The US Congress introduced a bill, the Dismantle Foreign Scam Syndicates Act, in September, proposing the creation of an inter-agency task force to develop and implement strategies to counter transnational scam networks.

Thailand is aware of the threat of organised online fraud, but it needs stronger laws to address it specifically, with harsher penalties and powers that enable officials to dismantle such syndicates swiftly and efficiently.
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																AI projects are among the latest top draws in terms of global investment, with governments around the world, including Thailand, courting tech companies to launch such projects in their countries.
Most are coming in the form of data centres, with servers, data storage and network equipment becoming the hot new investment for many.

The New York Times recently reported that 60% of the 1,244 largest data centres in the world were outside the United States. At least 575 such projects are reportedly now being built in Africa, Europe, Latin America and Asia.

Southeast Asia is also emerging as a major data centre hub led by Singapore and Malaysia. The Thai government is also expecting a windfall as Malaysia's Johor Bahru and Singapore are facing shortages of both electricity and water. Local developers are asking the government to upgrade the electricity network and produce more clean energy to cater to data centres.

The country plans to invest in and attract data centre development, expanding capacity from 350 megawatts to 1,000MW within three years, based on a total investment of US$6.5 billion (211 billion baht).

Behind all this economic data, there are rising complaints about the growing competition for resources between various communities and data centres.

AI data centres are known for their insatiable demand for electricity to run AI apps, and they require massive amounts of water to keep their systems cool.

Mexico and South Africa are reportedly seeing electricity blackouts get worse, while in Ireland, data centres consume more than 20% of the country's electricity, and 7% of power demand in Singapore is attributed to AI data centres.

In Chile, underground water is allegedly being depleted due to this trend. Similar concerns have been reported in Brazil, Britain, India, the Netherlands, Singapore and Spain.

The big question is: Are the Thai government and other responsible bodies aware of this burden?

As the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) has become the designated area for data centres, notably in the provinces of Chon Buri and Rayong, have policymakers prepared enough water to cater to their farm sectors, the large petrochemical complex in Rayong, the tourism industry in Pattaya, and all these data centres?

Lest we forget, water shortages have pitted farmers against the industrial sector in recent years. The arrival of more data centres will exacerbate such tensions.

In terms of electricity, the government will have to supply more power to data centres that run 24/7. Many data centres owned by companies in Western countries also require a clean, stable power supply.

Is all this investment to boost the power supply worth the economic gain, given the risks and pitfalls? After all, a one-gigawatt centre can consume as much power and water as 200,000 to 300,000 households, yet it may only employ 50 workers.

Regardless, data centres are the backbone of the digital economy, which uses traditional ones as its foundation. This, in turn, attracts investment in next-generation data centres.

The government needs to prepare proper resource management and laws to ensure the fair allocation of water and prevent these centres from opening in rural and farm communities.

Above all, the government must work harder to create a suitably skilled workforce and talent base.
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																Heavy rainfall and floods continue to plague Thailand's cities. A trifecta of heavier-than-usual rainfall exacerbated by the La Nina weather pattern, unsafe overcapacities at major dams, and unusually high sea tides is a stern reminder of how vulnerable Thailand's urban centres are amid the world's changing climate.
There have been improvements in disaster preparedness and relief efforts when compared to the 2011 mega floods, but lives have nevertheless been disrupted. It is also happening throughout the country, in the capital region of the Bangkok metropolitan area and various other provinces, making disaster management even more challenging.

While government efforts to relieve the pressure are laudable, like the approval of a 6.1-billion-baht relief package, such efforts are more reactionary due to limited national and local government resources to fund more effective prevention efforts. Even if more funds can be allocated, climate change is raising questions about whether previous types of activities will be enough in the long term.

There needs to be an ecosystem shift from looking at addressing disasters from "disaster prevention" to "climate adaptation". This is especially since water management is just one issue caused by climate change, which Thailand's cities are facing, excluding worsening air quality, land subsidence, and heat stress, among others.

However, moving that needle requires more action beyond the public sector alone.

Finding the Way Forward

According to research by the Puey Ungphakorn Institute for Economic Research (PIER), based on International Monetary Fund (IMF) estimates, Thailand will need 192 billion baht annually in adaptation finance for public and private infrastructure.

But getting there seems a monumental task. According to the Thailand Climate Finance Tracker by Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT), only 148 billion baht has been channelled to climate adaptation financing between 2020 and 2024, with the majority of funding coming from the national government. At the local level, the problem is even more stark, with local governments only receiving 1% of that total government support at 1.46 billion baht.

We've entered a critical period. Given that climate-related disasters will stymie the growth prospects of Thailand and similar developing economies across the greater region, CFNT brought together climate finance experts from the World Bank, the Singapore Green Finance Centre, and the Beijing-based Greenovation Hub to deliberate on how we can mobilise more climate financing during the inaugural Bangkok Climate Action Week, jointly organised by the Just Transitions Incubator (JUTI) and the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA).

Here are some of my key takeaways about some of the levers we can use to get there:

Leveraging New Capital Sources

According to the World Bank, developed countries by 2030 will need three times more climate finance to meet their adaptation and mitigation needs. To scale up the funding required, a key strategy would be to further Green Finance, particularly by strengthening the capacity of financial institutions to identify, manage, and assess climate-related risks. Simultaneously, funds must flow towards projects, technologies, and innovations that engender climate-positive outcomes.

To enhance such measures, new sources of capital must be unlocked. Alongside domestic and international investment sources, more innovative financial instruments such as carbon credits and blended finance (referring to the strategic use of development finance for the mobilisation of additional finance towards sustainable development, according to the OECD).

Understanding Local Nuances

The Climate Policy Initiative estimates that Asia's needs US$431 billion in climate adaptation finance, but only US$34 billion, or less than 10%, has been invested. While significantly more funds are required, it must be emphasised that the adaptation needs of each country in Asia, as well as their urban centres, are different.

As such, adaptation policies are inherently local. For example, Bangkok doesn't face exactly the same climate challenges as Kuala Lumpur, Singapore, or Jakarta. This means that climate adaptation strategies, along with the supporting financial mechanisms and knowledge systems, must be locally driven -- particularly by the local communities that directly experience their respective climate change impacts.

Closer International Cooperation

Especially in developing countries, green finance policies and related taxonomies remain nascent. Although sustainable finance taxonomies across Asean and Thailand have recently taken effect and signify important initial steps, they are still not as rigorous when compared to more advanced economic regions such as the EU, and hence local governments face challenges in their effective implementation.

It is here where international cooperation -- particularly via the South-South dynamic -- in advancing climate adaptation projects can support this nascent drive. Such collaborative efforts, especially when between local governments, may include direct financial support, technical assistance, such as early warning systems design, and knowledge-sharing, like tools to assess physical climate risks.

We're All in This Together

Although Thailand and its urban centres are facing the brunt of climate change, the adverse effects, while inherently local, are not isolated to just one place.

It's a race against time for many cities across the developing world, in Asia and beyond. But it is through the shared experiences -- while understanding each other's nuances -- that we can improve the cooperation of climate adaptation policy best practices. When supplemented by continued engagements between diverse key stakeholders, institutions, and governments, as exemplified by Bangkok Climate Action Week, this would create a more conducive environment for financial ecosystems to realign their strategies to reduce the widening climate finance gap.

Imran Arif is a Communications Strategy Consultant, Climate Finance Network Thailand.
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									Forget Canada. Better invade Venezuela first!								

															

																Question: Why do some Canadians want Mr Trump to invade Venezuela?
Answer: Because if Mr Trump invades Venezuela first, he'll get bogged down in that war and never get around to invading Canada.

Actually, most Canadians are not thinking that, because Venezuela is not even on their mental maps, and they are not convinced that Mr Trump would ever really invade Canada. The US president talks about strangling Canada economically and forcing it to surrender that way, but the only places he has literally threatened with invasion are Greenland and Panama.

Nevertheless, this discussion is overdue because a US invasion of Venezuela would probably end up as a long and dirty guerrilla war. Eight million Venezuelans have left the country, and at least half of the rest would love to see the end of Nicolas Maduro's regime, but that leaves up to 14 million people who might decide to resist an American invasion.

Donald Trump is doing everything possible to look like he is serious about overthrowing Mr Maduro's regime by force. Since the beginning of September, there has been an unprecedented growth in the number and variety of US naval and air assets in the southern Caribbean.

There are now F-35 stealth fighters based in Puerto Rico and B-52s making fake bombing runs at the Venezuelan coast. US guided missile cruisers are loitering offshore, and the world's biggest aircraft carrier is on its way. There are 6,500 US Marines and soldiers in the region and a three-ship task force that can deliver them anywhere on the Venezuelan coast.

Not only that, but the war talk coming out of Washington is berserk. "I don't think we're necessarily going to ask for a declaration of war," Mr Trump told reporters last week. "I think we're just gonna kill people that are bringing drugs into our country. We're going to kill them. They're going to be, like, dead."

"Drugs," in this narrative, are the justification for attacking Venezuela. Mr Trump & Co must know that US-bound cocaine comes mostly from Colombia and Peru, while opioids, the real drug plague, come primarily from China and Mexico. In official US rhetoric, however, Venezuela is the main culprit.

US rhetoric caricatures Mr Maduro himself as the head of an imaginary "narcoterrorist" network called the Cartel of the Suns. The word "narcoterrorist" is nonsense -- terrorists use violence for political ends, whereas drug dealers sell narcotics for a profit -- but it allows a link to the original "War on Terror", which legitimised murder, torture and other crimes by the state.

Today, the epithet "narcoterrorist" is used in the same way to excuse random US air strikes on people in small boats off the Venezuelan coast without even establishing their identity. (45 people have been killed in ten boats by US forces in just two months.) It's clearly meant to frighten Venezuelan regime members into dumping Mr Maduro, but what if they don't fold?

If Mr Trump's bluff is called, could he actually invade Venezuela? Conventional military wisdom says not yet, because there are still not enough US troops in the region to guarantee a rapid and decisive American victory.

Any American military commander anticipating an order from Mr Trump to invade Venezuela will know the calculations that Russian leader Vladimir Putin made when he decided to invade Ukraine. He assumed that the Ukrainian army would not fight, that most people would welcome Russian troops, and that his "Special Military Operation" would be over in a week.

In fact, the war is in its fourth year, Russia has suffered more than a million casualties, and there is no end in sight.

Mr Trump's Special Military Operation against Venezuela, if he launches one, would be a much smaller affair, and all the airfields, ports and military depots would be under American control within a week. The big cities, too, at least during daylight hours. But even a few hundred thousand people could keep a guerrilla war of resistance going for years.

Call them "patriots" or "regime loyalists" or even "narcoterrorists", but there are probably enough Venezuelan nationalists who would be outraged by an American takeover of their country to make Mr Trump's remaining years in power a misery if he invades. Remember Afghanistan. Remember Iraq. Remember Ukraine.
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									Rethinking identity from the start								
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																Thailand has made history by recognising same-sex marriage, affirming the right of adults to love and marry freely. This will rightly be celebrated as a triumph for equality and human dignity. Yet, in the same society, another group remains voiceless: newborns born with Disorders of Sex Development (DSD).
For decades, doctors were trained to view ambiguous genitalia as a medical and social emergency. The teaching was that a child "cannot grow up without a sex". As a result, sex assignment was made quickly, often accompanied by surgery to align the body with the chosen label. In girls with congenital adrenal hyperplasia (CAH), feminising surgery was standard. In 46 XY children with undervirilised genitalia, female assignment was often preferred because surgery was technically easier. Gonadectomy was recommended in ovotesticular DSD or androgen insensitivity, on the presumption of high tumour risk.

But over time, the flaws became obvious. Many women with CAH later identified as male or regretted clitoral surgery. Patients with complete androgen insensitivity (CAIS) questioned the removal of their gonads before puberty. Adults with ovotesticular DSD expressed frustration at decisions made on their behalf as infants.

The most striking cautionary tale came not from DSD but from an accident in North America: the Reimer case. In 1966, Bruce Reimer's penis was destroyed during circumcision. Under the guidance of psychologist Dr John Money, he was reassigned as female and raised as "Brenda", in line with Dr Money's theory that nurture could override nature.

For years, Dr Money reported the case as a success. In truth, Brenda never identified as female, transitioned back to male as David Reimer, and tragically ended his life in 2004. This discredited Dr Money's hypothesis and exposed the dangers of imposing gender identity by surgery and socialisation. It remains a reminder that biology and identity cannot be dictated by theory or parental anxiety.

These lessons culminated in the Chicago Consensus 2016, which reshaped global practice:


	Sex assignment is not a surgical emergency. The only urgency is to stabilise medical crises such as adrenal insufficiency.

	Irreversible surgery should be deferred unless medically necessary until the child can participate in the decision.

	Birth registration should be treated as provisional, not absolute.

	Multidisciplinary teams, modern genetics, and international registries (I-DSD, I-CAH) must guide care.

	Families deserve counselling and social support as much as medical intervention.



Yet in Thailand and much of Asia, these principles remain unfulfilled. The law still requires every newborn to be registered as male or female. There is no "X" or "undetermined" option. This rigidity forces families and doctors into early decisions, often reinforced by cultural norms that demand certainty.

Contrast this with parts of Europe and Latin America, where legal reforms now allow third-gender categories and restrict medically unnecessary surgeries on intersex minors. Germany recognises a "diverse" category, Argentina uses "X", and Nepal and India permit "other". These legal pathways relieve pressure on families and align with human rights standards.

This is where the question of consistency in rights arises. How can Thailand grant adults the freedom to choose their partner in marriage, while denying infants the freedom to delay gender assignment until they can choose for themselves? If we celebrate diversity in love, why erase diversity in biology at birth?

Even science itself supports humility. Quantum physics teaches that particles are not always simply "0" or "1" but can exist in superposition. Quantum computers derive their power precisely because they transcend the binary. So too with DSD: some children are born in a biological "superposition". Forcing them into male or female too early risks extinguishing their natural potential.

The path forward is clear:

1. Introduce a non-binary legal option on birth certificates and passports.

2. Adopt the Chicago Consensus 2016 into Thai medical policy.

3. Provide counselling and reduce stigma, so parents feel supported rather than rushed.

4. Extend to infants the same respect for choice that adults now enjoy in marriage.

Thailand has a chance to lead again -- not only in celebrating adult freedom in love, but in protecting infant freedom in identity. The Reimer tragedy reminds us of the consequences of medical hubris.

True progress means ensuring that the right to choose is not reserved for the strong and vocal but extended to the voiceless as well. Let us be remembered as a society that gave children time, dignity, and the right to decide who they are. That will be the real victory for freedom -- one worthy of Thailand's new role as a leader in human rights in Asia.

Dr Watcharin Ariyaprakai is an associate professor and pediatric urologist who worked at Ramathibodi Medical School before retirement. He is currently a senior urologist at Bumrungrad International Hospital and Pattana Medical Centre. This article marks the 25th annual Asian Pacific Association of Asian Pacific Association of Pediatric Urologists conference this month.
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									Nuclear recklessness								
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																Re: "Russian leader praises new cruise missile", (World, Oct 28).
President Putin has announced that Russia has tested a new nuclear cruise missile. This version is nuclear-powered and can carry nuclear weapons, something we should all fear.

When I take a car out for a test run, it is because I might buy it to use. When I try on a new shirt, I might buy it to wear.

When citizens test a new rifle, it is not going to be put away, never to be used.

There is no positive spin on Mr Putin testing new weapons; it is reasonable to panic.

Dennis Fitzgerald



Saving a sinking city

Re: "That sinking feeling", (Business, Oct 13).

Bangkok stands at a crossroads. As climate change accelerates, the city's survival depends on a three-pronged strategy: revamping infrastructure, restoring natural absorption, and, most radically, considering relocation. Each path is daunting.

Infrastructure, a costly but critical overhaul -- Bangkok's transformation from swamp to metropolis has come at a steep environmental cost. Urbanisation has rendered the city's surface impermeable. Its roads, rooftops, and parking lots now act as barriers to water absorption.

Moreover, Bangkok's flooding is not solely a local issue.

Water from upstream provinces, exacerbated by deforestation and poor watershed management, flows into the Chao Phraya River and inundates the capital.

The former monarch, His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great, rightly identified deforestation in the rivers' headwaters as a root cause.

Yet bureaucratic infighting among ministries, evident in the loss of 15 million unplanted saplings, has undermined reforestation efforts such as those sought by the King. Without better coordinated national action, Bangkok's infrastructure alone cannot stem the tide.

Absorption: reclaiming the sponge -- to restore some of this lost capacity, the city must embrace "sponge city" principles. Green roofs, especially those enhanced with biochar, can slow the flow of stormwater, buying time for drainage systems to cope. Absorption must be part of a broader strategy, not a standalone solution.

Movement: the unthinkable option -- relocating Bangkok's population and infrastructure to higher ground may seem drastic, but it is not without precedent globally. Witness the relocation of Jakarta. With more than 11 million people living in the metropolitan area (some 25% of Thailand's population), such a move would be logistically daunting and economically staggering. It would require new housing, transportation networks, and administrative centres.

Whether through infrastructure upgrades, absorption strategies, or relocation, saving Bangkok demands decisive leadership and sustained investment. Yet the political appetite for such action appears lacking.

Even the most basic upgrades, such as improving drainage, are often sidelined in favour of more visible projects like new roads and bridges.

Bangkok's future depends on the choices made today. The question is not whether we can afford to act; it is whether we can afford not to.

M



Asean plays along

Re: "Trump returns to Asean with a bang", (Opinion, Oct 28).

US President Donald Trump's oblivious personal use of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) to grow his obsessive ego was crass, but, nevertheless, all seemed quite amenable to it. Playwright Oscar Wilde explained it his way: "He did not have an enemy in the world, but all his friends hated him."

By the way, I still take the daily paper version of Bangkok Post, a bit of a hunt, but I do find it -- still a wonderful reading experience.

Nick Nicholson
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        Top 5 smartphone brands in Thailand for Q3
        Thailand's smartphone market saw a fierce battle in the third quarter of 2025, with Samsung retaining its lead in shipments at about 20%, followed closely by Apple at 17%, Oppo at 16%, Vivo at 13% and Xiaomi at 12%, according to data from&nbsp;Counterpoint Research.

      

      
        New movies out this week: Oct 30-Nov 5
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.&nbsp;

      

      
        Irish octogenarian enjoys new lease on life making harps
        STRABANE, Northern Ireland - "It's never too late to start a new hobby," says 89-year-old Irish harp-maker Noel Anderson, one of only a few making the intricate instrument, a national symbol of Ireland.

      

      
        Personal tipping points: Four climate journeys
        PARIS - From US President Donald Trump's all-out push for fossil fuels to political squabbles in Europe, governments are retreating on their climate promises. But most people around the world still see global warming as a serious threat.

      

      
        A lifelong volunteer
        From the day Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother was crowned in 1950, she was the greatest supporter of the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej as his reign began in the same year. The Queen Mother always accompanied His Majesty on royal duties in many provinces across Thailand, near and far.

      

      
        Breakout K-pop group Pow to perform in Bangkok
        Pow, a K-pop group with a Thai leader, is set to perform their recent hit Wall Flowers at the concert "2025 Pow Tour: Powerful Youth In Bangkok".

      

      
        Bangkok Music Society honours Queen Mother with Faure's Requiem
        This coming Saturday at 4.30pm in Christ Church on Convent Road, the Bangkok Music Society Choir will perform Requiem In D Minor by Gabriel Faur&eacute;, known for its serene and gentle character, in gratitude for the life of HM Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother, who sadly passed away last Friday.

      

      
        Asean licensing expo unveils 150-plus global IP brands
        International licensing products and services will be presented during the Licensing Show Asean 2025, which will take place at Bitec's Bhiraj Hall 1, Bang Na-Trat Road, from Nov 4-6.

      

      
        The Nongng files
        While parodies and jokes serve as tools for entertainment, the online community "Nongng" uses memes and dark comedy to convey social phenomenon and concerns. And now, their unique humour has become an art form that allows audiences to explore and adapt jokes to their life.

      

      
        A destination within a destination
        In all of my years in Thailand and numerous visits to Phuket, it was time to venture into the unseen... to places I've never been before.&nbsp;
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									Top 5 smartphone brands in Thailand for Q3

									
								

									Thailand's smartphone market saw a fierce battle in the third quarter of 2025, with Samsung retaining its lead in shipments at about 20%, followed closely by Apple at 17%, Oppo at 16%, Vivo at 13% and Xiaomi at 12%, according to data from Counterpoint Research.
									The figures, based on shipment volumes rather than active usage, underscore the dynamic nature of the Thai mobile landscape. While global giants like Samsung and Apple continue to dominate, Chinese brands maintain a strong foothold, leveraging competitive pricing and expansive retail networks.

Samsung's success this quarter is largely attributed to its diverse product portfolio. The Galaxy A-series continues to perform well in the mid-range segment, while the premium Galaxy Z Fold7 has captured attention in the high-end market. The company's commitment to long-term software updates--up to seven years for its latest models--has also bolstered consumer confidence.

[image: Apple iPhone 17 series. (Photo: Reuters)]
Apple iPhone 17 series. (Photo: Reuters)



Apple, meanwhile, remains a formidable contender. The iPhone 17 Pro and Pro Max, launched in September, have already made a significant impact. Despite lagging behind in artificial intelligence (AI) capabilities compared to some Android rivals, Apple's ecosystem and brand prestige have turned its devices into status symbols among Thai consumers. Analysts suggest the US tech company could overtake Samsung in the next quarter if momentum continues.

Oppo, ranked third, has entrenched itself in the Thai market through an extensive offline presence. Its Reno and A-series devices remain popular among mid-range buyers, helping the brand maintain a solid position in the top three.

[image: CEO of OPPO Europe Bingo Liu holds the OPPO Find X9 during an interview, in Barcelona, Spain, October 28, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)]
CEO of OPPO Europe Bingo Liu holds the OPPO Find X9 during an interview, in Barcelona, Spain, October 28, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)



Vivo and Xiaomi round out the top five, each benefiting from strong value propositions and aggressive marketing. Vivo's focus on budget and mid-tier devices has paid off, while Xiaomi's online-first strategy and competitive pricing continue to attract younger, tech-savvy users.

Thailand's smartphone market, much like its vibrant street food scene, thrives on variety and competition. While Samsung and Apple operate the busiest stalls, local favourites like Oppo, Vivo and Xiaomi keep the crowds coming back with irresistible deals and dependable performance.
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									New movies out this week: Oct 30-Nov 5

									'Shelby Oaks' is a directorial debut of film critic YouTuber Chris Stuckmann
								

									New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week. 
									[image: ]

Sex

Directed by Dag Johan Haugerud.

Who's in it?

Thorbjorn Harr, Jan Gunnar Roise and Siri Forberg.

What's it about? 

Two men, both in heterosexual marriages, have an unexpected experience that challenges them to reconsider their understanding of sexuality, gender, and identity. One has a sexual encounter with another man, without considering it either as an expression of homosexuality or infidelity, and discusses it with his wife afterwards. The other finds himself in nocturnal dreams where he is seen as a woman, stirring confusion and leading him to question how much his personality is shaped by the gaze of others.

Why watch it? 

First instalment of the "Sex - Drommer - Kjaerlighet" trilogy.

[image: ]

Your Letter

Directed by Kim Yong-Hwan.

Who's in it? 

The voices of Lee Su-hyun, Kim Min-ju, Min Seung-woo, and Nam Doh-hyeong.

What's it about? 

Sori Lee is hoping for a fresh start at her new school--which is easier said than done when every single thing reminds her of why she transferred. As luck would have it, an anonymous letter taped to the bottom of her desk provides a perfect distraction. Little does Sori know that she's about to embark on the scavenger hunt of a lifetime! What starts off as simple curiosity becomes a healing journey as Sori discovers just how far a small act of kindness can go.

Why watch it? 

The film is based on the manhwa "Your Letter" by Hyeon A Cho.

[image: ]

Eojjeolsuga eobsda (No Other Choice)

Directed by Park Chan-wook.

Who's in it?

Lee Byung-hun, Son Ye-jin and Park Hee-soon.

What's it about? 

After being unemployed for several years, a man devises a unique plan to secure a new job: eliminate his competition.

Why watch it?

An English-language adaptation of a Donald Westlake's 1997 novel The Ax. At the 2019 Busan International Film Festival, Park told audiences that he was still working on his adaptation of the novel. The film was described by Park as a "lifetime project" and that while he hadn't begun filming it yet, he wished "to make this film as my masterpiece." Gavras, who still held the rights to the book, had helped Park to develop the project. The film was set to be an English-language picture, with Don McKellar co-writing the script alongside Park.

[image: ]

Shelby Oaks

Directed by Chris Stuckmann.

Who's in it? 

Sarah Durn, Mason Heidger and Joe Quinn.

What's it about? 

A woman's desperate search for her long-lost sister falls into obsession upon realising that the imaginary demon from their childhood may have been real.

Why watch it? 

The Kickstarter campaign for this film reached its initial funding goal of US$250,000 within 24 hours. When the campaign finished after one month, a total sum of $1,390,845 was pledged by 14,720 supporters, making it the most funded horror film on Kickstarter.

[image: ]

Primitive War

Directed by Luke Sparke.

Who's in it? 

Ryan Kwanten, Tricia Helfer and Nick Wechsler.

What's it about? 

Vietnam. 1968. A recon unit known as Vulture Squad is sent to an isolated jungle valley to uncover the fate of a missing Green Beret platoon. They soon discover they are not alone.

Why watch it? 

The science fiction action horror film is based on the 2017 novel of the same name by Ethan Pettus. Unlike the book, the word "Utahraptor" is never outright stated. This is because Utahraptor was made public in 1993, 25 years after when the movie takes place, meaning that no one actually knew what a Utahraptor was.

[image: ]

Along 2 (My Boo 2)

Directed by Komgrit Triwimol.

Who's in it?

Maylada Susri and Sutthirak Subvijitra.

What's it about? 

See the deep connection between Joe and Anong, long bonded across many lifetimes and reincarnations.

Why watch it?

The sequel to My Boo.

[image: ]

Liao Zhai Lanruo Si (Curious Tales Of A Temple)

Directed by Yuemei Cui, Heyu Huang and Yilin Liu.

Who's in it? 

The voices of Ziping Chen, Bohan Fu and Jiangshan Gu.

What's it about? 

Pu Songling, a scholar, stayed overnight at Lanruo Temple. He was caught by two monsters, Toad and Turtle, and brought to the bottom of an ancient well to judge whether story was good or bad.

Why watch it? 

The first instalment in Light Chaser Animation's New Legends series, adapting stories from Pu Songling's classic collection, "Strange Tales From A Chinese Studio".



Premieres on Nov 1

[image: ]


NCT Wish 1St Concert Tour: 'Into The Wish'

Who's in it?

A Japanese-Korean boy band and the sixth and final sub-unit of the South Korean boy band NCT.

What's it about? 

NCT Wish's first concert tour, "Into The Wish: Our Wish", is happening from Oct 31 to Nov 2 at Inspire Arena in South Korea. After this, the tour will continue in Japan from Nov 8 to Dec 23. A future show is also planned for Bangkok on April 4, 2026, at Bitec Live. 
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									Irish octogenarian enjoys new lease on life making harps

									
								

									STRABANE, Northern Ireland - "It's never too late to start a new hobby," says 89-year-old Irish harp-maker Noel Anderson, one of only a few making the intricate instrument, a national symbol of Ireland.
									A retired wood and metalwork teacher, Anderson only took up the niche craft seven years ago, making his first harp aged 82.

"It doesn't matter what age I am really, I just pop out to the shed and work at it, sometimes for 10 minutes, sometimes for 10 hours," Anderson told AFP at his home in Strabane, 120 kilometres northwest of Belfast.

"I'll keep on doing it as long as I can," said the still spritely white-haired Anderson, who turns 90 in November.

"I've always made things, furniture, bowls, birdhouses, this and that, but making harps has been special, one of the better experiences in life," said the twinkle-eyed craftsman.

Cultural icon

For centuries the stringed harp has been a symbol of Ireland, appearing on its coat of arms, government seals and coins in the modern day Republic.

But these days its role is more as a cultural icon than a widely played instrument, with the violin, flute, and pipes more central to the still thriving Irish traditional music scene.

Anderson mostly gives away his harps to friends and family, as wedding presents or gifts.

"I don't make them to sell, I do it because I like making them. If you're charging what a craftsman should charge for a handmade harp, it's going to be enormously expensive," he said.

Anderson's latest passion was launched when a friend suggested he make a harp as a favour, prompting him to convert his garage and shed into a workshop.

Now, after finishing 18 harps, big and small, so far, he is working on his most ambitious yet, a replica of a 19th-century design by master Irish harp-maker John Egan.

"When you look at the plans, it all becomes a lot clearer, and you just follow along," he said, crouched on a vast paper sheet spread out on the floor, peering at its fine details.

'800 cups of tea'

Anderson measures the time taken to finish making one harp from the first cut of wood to final stringing, not in time but in cups of tea consumed.

"To make a big harp, I've got to drink at least 800 cups," he told AFP.

"The wee lap harps are different. But still a lot of tea, five to six hundred brews anyway," he laughed.

For Anderson, the material is the most important element of the process.

"Selecting what it's going to be made of, getting your first timber, looking at it and saying, ah yes, that'll be just right.

"That is one of the most enjoyable bits," he smiled.

Most of the raw material Anderson uses is "glorious" hardwood and strings sourced locally, although he occasionally buys spruce from Switzerland grown specifically for musical instruments.

"It's all to have the grain of the wood as regular and as fine as possible. And spruce's ability to transmit sound is quite unique," he said.

Passing on knowledge

Although he says his musical taste is eclectic, Anderson said he enjoys listening to an "occasional restful" harp CD while doing a crossword.

"Harp music is utterly beautiful of itself, be it Irish, South American or whatever," he said.

"I'm not a musician, in fact I can't play a note of anything," he laughed.

That hasn't prevented him gaining a growing reputation for quality craftwork, as Anderson says there are only a few makers still around.

High cost, and no official trade school courses mean the craft has almost died out.

"I would love to know if there is somebody else, we'd share our abilities and stuff, that would be lovely to happen," he said.
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									Personal tipping points: Four climate journeys

									As governments retreat from climate promises, citizens step up their campaigns for change
								

									PARIS - From US President Donald Trump's all-out push for fossil fuels to political squabbles in Europe, governments are retreating on their climate promises. But most people around the world still see global warming as a serious threat.
									Even as political momentum fades, many ordinary people are demanding tougher action -- and instead of waiting around, they're starting to do things themselves.

AFP spoke with four people from different continents to find out what pushed them to act.

Their personal reasons weren't always about climate change -- one cared about air pollution, another about animal cruelty -- but their efforts are helping to bring down planet-warming emissions all the same, showing how environmental causes overlap.

This story is part of The 89 Percent Project, an initiative of the global journalism collaboration Covering Climate Now. The name comes from recent research showing 80 to 89% of people support stronger climate action, challenging the notion that climate denialism is widespread.

Breathing problems

Saviour Iwezue traces her environmental awakening to when she was nine years old.

The acrid smoke wafting from burning waste in her neighbourhood in Nigeria's biggest city, Lagos, made it hard to breathe.

Not all air pollutants are greenhouse gases, but cutting air pollution helps fight climate change, too.

Now 21 and studying political science, Iwezue leads Team Illuminate, a collective she founded in 2021 to raise environmental awareness among young Nigerians.

With more than 200 volunteers, the group runs conferences and workshops for students and staff in dozens of schools across Lagos state, where it partners with the local government, as well as in Abuja and Benue states.

"For example, we talk about recycling, but also floods in Nigeria, their dangers, and the actions to be taken, sometimes with the support of NGOs," she said.

The daughter of two pastors, Iwezue says she grew up in a close-knit community where people looked out for each other.

At 15, she organised her first neighbourhood cleanup, and she hasn't stopped since. Her goal now is to expand Team Illuminate's network regionally, and eventually internationally, by partnering with other climate-focused organisations.

A shocking documentary

Anne Chassaignon says it was a series of images that opened her eyes.

In rapid succession, she watched a documentary exposing the link between intensive pig farming and green algae blooms in France's Brittany region, plus shocking footage released by the animal-rights group L214 showing the inside of slaughterhouses.

It was "an electric shock, a wake-up call about what changing our diets can mean for intensive animal farming and for deforestation", said the 63-year-old retiree, who lives in Ermenonville, an hour from Paris.

Again, there's no direct connection between animal welfare and climate change, but the two causes overlap. Chassaignon, who had already begun cutting back on meat, went vegan overnight. "It happened all at once -- and I never went back," she said.

Giving up meat, especially beef, is one of the most effective ways to shrink one's carbon footprint: livestock production accounts for about 12% of global emissions, according to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization.

"At that time, in 2016, there were already some vegans, but far fewer than today. It was also much harder to find certain products," Chassaignon recalled.

"The health and well-being aspect is important," she added, but it's also her way of doing her part to fight climate change.

"It helps with eco-anxiety" and "lets you respond to environmental problems that you can't otherwise control", she said.

She no longer cooks her mother's old recipes -- rabbit in mustard sauce, pork chops -- for her grandchildren. But now, she said, "I'm at peace with what I want to pass on."

A 'thousand-year' flood

Two floods left an indelible mark on 19-year-old Eva Lighthiser, and convinced the young American to make fighting climate change her life's work.

In 2018, floodwaters destroyed the bridge connecting her family's home to the nearby town of Livingston, Montana, a loss that ultimately forced them to move.

Then in 2022, the Yellowstone River burst its banks catastrophically in what was dubbed a "thousand-year event". She remembers spending hours that day filling sandbags for neighbours to take home and protect their properties.

Raised against the backdrop of Montana's snow-capped mountain ranges, river valleys and vast forests, Lighthiser has felt nature's pull for as long as she can remember, but knew from an early age that something wasn't right, she said.

"I began to see more and more wildfires, smoke permeating the air every summer becoming a season of its own, an increase in flooding events and extreme weather and mild winters where snow was becoming sporadic."

Lighthiser joined a youth-led lawsuit organised by the nonprofit Our Children's Trust, which in 2023 sued Montana and won a landmark climate ruling.

She was also the lead plaintiff in a federal case alleging that President Donald Trump's climate actions violated their rights. The case was dismissed, but her lawyers are appealing.

Now in college and planning to major in environmental studies, she said the climate crisis "depresses me, it makes me really anxious, and above all, it makes me incredibly uncertain".

But rather than ruminating on the global picture, "It makes me hopeful when I see individual action happening on smaller local levels, people using their voices and speaking up or taking action."

Embracing country living

Khomchalat Thongting says his tipping point came during the Covid pandemic.

After decades in tech, he decided to spend time on his family land in Thailand's countryside.

It wasn't until he started chatting with local farmers that he began thinking about climate change for the first time.

"I had no idea about climate things," the 50-year-old told AFP. "I watched the news, but I felt that the problem was far away from me."

He heard bamboo farmers say they could no longer rely on seasonal rhythms that once guided their crops, and started to read up.

During his research, he came across biochar, a way to turn organic waste into a soil-enriching product similar to charcoal that locks away carbon, and saw an opportunity to address "root causes".

Khomchalat founded biochar company Wongphai and now works across Thailand, helping farmers convert crop residues into "something that restores the soil, helps plants to grow more, reduces water usage and keeps the carbon".

It also prevents seasonal burning that causes annual air pollution.

"This work helps me address climate anxiety," he said.

"For me, quality of life is not just money in our pocket, it's about the food we eat, the water we drink and the air we breathe.

"We are building a system that regenerates the environment. That gives me hope."
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/3128721/personal-tipping-points-four-climate-journeys



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									A lifelong volunteer

									The Queen Mother was a role model for volunteerism as seen from her kind spirit, public service and royally-initiated projects
								

									From the day Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother was crowned in 1950, she was the greatest supporter of the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej as his reign began in the same year. The Queen Mother always accompanied His Majesty on royal duties in many provinces across Thailand, near and far.
									Especially in 1956, when King Bhumibol entered the monkhood and Queen Sirikit was appointed Regent, she performed all royal duties on behalf of the King. Since then, she tirelessly devoted herself to the nation.

[image: Their Majesties the King and Queen visited members of the Hupkrapong Agricultural Cooperatives at Cha-am district in Phetchaburi province.]
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Upon their permanent return from Switzerland to Thailand in 1951, King Bhumibol and Queen Sirikit worked endlessly for their subjects, making royal visits to communities far and wide, addressing misery and hardship, and bringing a long period of peace to the country.

Queen Sirikit herself set up a number of royal initiatives, reaching into every nook and cranny of people's lives. With compassion, devotion and self-sacrifice, she was truly a role model of volunteerism as seen from many of her projects.

Environment

Queen Sirikit expressed unwavering commitment to improving the quality of life for Thai people. She notably contributed to environmental stewardship, dedicating efforts to forest restoration and the promotion of human-forest co-existence.

[image: Her Majesty always paid attention to craftsmanship in each region and provided support so that it didn't vanish.]
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During an audience at Dusit Palace on Aug 12, 1979, Queen Sirikit said: "To be honest, my father's words in childhood always encourage me to serve my country. The King also reminds me that we are indebted to our nation. As a result, contribute something as if in debt."

Queen Sirikit observed that deforestation led to man-made disasters including drought, soil erosion and crop failure which caused a great deal of suffering to people in remote areas. Her royal projects Pa Rak Nam (Forests Love Water) and Ban Lek Nai Pa Yai (Small House In The Big Forest) were launched to promote environmental conservation and livelihood.

Pa Rak Nam started in Song Dao district, Sakon Nakorn, on Dec 20, 1982, later expanding across the Northeast. Under the project, villages were established for the destitute to live and, at the same time, look after forests. For example, Queen Sirikit donated her personal funds to villagers in Baan Nong Phai, Sawang Daen Din district, Sakon Nakorn, for their protection of nature.

[image: Her Majesty Queen Sirikit and then HRH Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn visited the Demonstration Farm in Narathiwat.]
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Ban Lek Nai Pa Yai was initiated when Queen Sirikit made a visit to Baan Huai Mai Hok, Om Koi district, Chiang Mai, on March 4, 1992, out of concern that deforestation and hunting would cause irreparable damage to the flora and fauna. Her initiative sought to promote people's livelihood, environmental conservation and forest restoration to bring about human-nature co-existence.

Queen Sirikit also initiated highland agricultural development centres in Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai and Nan. The project covered forest restoration, wildfire prevention, land management, and soil and water conservation, among others. She also kicked off exemplary farms to provide jobs for the unemployed. Efforts begun at Baan Khun Tae, Chom Thong district, Chiang Mai, in 1997, later expanding across the country.

Culture

During royal visits, Her Majesty took note of craftsmanship in each region -- local wisdom that was passed through generations -- at the risk of vanishing. It would be a huge loss if it had not been supported.

[image: Training programmes from the Support Foundation enabled villagers to earn a supplementary income without having to abandon farming.]
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At an audience in Dusit Palace on Aug 11, 1992, Queen Sirikit said: "I always accompany the King on royal visits to provide relief to disaster-hit areas, which he noted is only a short-term measure. Despite the government's policies to expand access to education, farmers rely on their children as their household workforce, depriving them of educational opportunities. Many left school after Prathom Suksa 4 [4th Grade] to support family."

The Foundation for the Promotion of Supplementary Occupations and Related Techniques of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit of Thailand (Support Foundation) was established in 1976. Training programmes enabled villagers to earn a supplementary income without having to abandon farming. Queen Sirikit not only spearheaded the organisation, but also got involved in every stage of work, including interviewing trainees herself.

Headquartered at Chitralada Palace, the Support Foundation oversaw centres across the country, offering 26 training programmes ranging from weaving and carving to sculpture.

[image: Queen Sirikit always showed dedicating efforts to forest restoration and the promotion of human-forest co-existence.]
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Queen Sirikit said: "Accompany the King on royal visits, I realised that Thais are of high artistic calibre, no matter how far from the capital. All the colours and intricate patterns are created by local people. I truly admire them for inheriting national art, even those who do not have any knowledge of handicrafts. In fact, they have artistic blood. Despite having a short training, they could produce art miraculously. Thais are the reservoir of heritage. Just give them a chance to shine."

Through the Support Foundation, Queen Sirikit's tireless devotion enabled farmers to enjoy a better quality of life, and, at the same time, preserve Thai culture for good.

Public health

At Chitralada Palace in 1988, Queen Sirikit was quoted as saying: "Health matters because it is the foundation of all living things. As the saying goes, a healthy mind in a healthy body. Healthy citizens have the ability to study, work and contribute to national progress. It is not wrong to say that they will build a strong nation."

Queen Sirikit was compassionate and caring. During her royal visits, she asked doctors in attendance to check the health of citizens who were waiting to receive her, and forward those who were unwell to provincial hospitals. In some cases, people were hospitalised in Bangkok.

[image: As president of the Thai Red Cross Society, Queen Sirikit visited Trat province where Cambodians fled war in 1978. Her Majesty later ordered the establishment of a Thai Red Cross Society Centre at Ban Khao Lan in the province.]
As president of the Thai Red Cross Society, Queen Sirikit visited Trat province where Cambodians fled war in 1978. Her Majesty later ordered the establishment of a Thai Red Cross Society Centre at Ban Khao Lan in the province.



In 1969, the royal medical unit project was launched to support those in remote areas. For those receiving treatment in Bangkok, Queen Sirikit also sent volunteers to offer encouragement. For those with an incurable condition, she offered scholarship or handicrafts training to support their livelihood.

In 1967, while at Klai Kangwon Palace in the Hua Hin district of Prachuap Khiri Khan province, Their Majesties arranged for doctors to provide medical support for people in Phetchaburi, Ratchaburi and Prachuap Khiri Khan. In other regions, similar efforts were launched to offer health services to people near their residences.

Queen Sirikit initiated the volunteer surgeon project in 1977 to support local doctors. It started in Sakon Nakhon, later expanding to other regions. She also set up the village doctor project, whereby skilled local residents received further training to share health knowledge in their communities.

During Covid-19, Queen Sirikit donated personal funds and medical equipment to operating rooms in support of medical staff.

Education

Queen Sirikit knew education is the most important foundation for people's quality of life and she dedicated herself to improving children's learning opportunities, both on a personal and larger scale.

[image: Queen Sirikit always supported education as the foundation for a good quality of life.]
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Many times Queen Sirikit volunteered to teach impoverished children wherever she went. For example, back in 1978, when Her Majesty stayed in Klai Kangwon Palace, she usually provided schooling sessions for people who came for an audience. Sometimes it was a one-on-one session, sometimes in groups. All student data was recorded for close monitoring.

It offered children opportunities to read and write, while giving them knowledge about Buddhism, morality, health and sanitation as well as a love for the country.

Whenever she visited her arts and crafts projects, Queen Sirikit would always check through the nursery centres and offer to teach the children of project members.

Local learning centres called Sala Ruam Jai were initiated by Queen Sirikit as a self-learning community where local people could exchange knowledge. Her Majesty graciously provided books for each Sala Ruam Jai on Thai history, literature, religion, culture, morality and agriculture, as well as photobooks, magazines, calendars and other interesting materials so that people could have a wide variety of know-how on different topics.

Altogether there are seven Sala Ruam Jais across Thailand, including in Chiang Mai, Sakon Nakhon, Narathiwat and Pattani.

In 1962, Queen Sirikit graciously offered a founding budget of 13,500 baht for the construction of a school dedicated to the education of the Yao hilltribe in Fang district of Chiang Mai province. The school was named Jaomaeluang Uppathum 1 and opened in the following year. At first, there were 100 students, all from the Yao hilltribe. Then under supervision of the Border Patrol Police, the school was later transferred to the Ministry of Education and currently teaches students up to secondary level.

[image: Queen Sirikit gave a present to one lucky boy in 1974.]
Queen Sirikit gave a present to one lucky boy in 1974.



In 1967, Jaomaeluang Uppathum 2 School was established in the Mae Rim district of Chiang Mai, providing education for Hmong children. The construction was made possible by Queen Sirikit's personal contribution of 20,000 baht. The school was transferred to the Ministry of Education in 1980.

Queen Sirikit also provided scholarships to impoverished students nationwide while also monitoring their living conditions, financial status, grades and behaviour to ensure they fully benefited from the grants.

Queen Sirikit also provided royal scholarships for students with special needs, such as those at the Bangkok School for the Blind, the Northern Region School for the Blind in Chiang Mai and the Songkhla School for the Deaf.

Children with intellectual disabilities were supported at the Kawila Anukul School in Chiang Mai and Ubonpanyanukun School in Ubon Ratchathani, while children with limb impairments received royal scholarships to attend Srisangwal School in Nonthaburi.
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									Breakout K-pop group Pow to perform in Bangkok

									
								

									Pow, a K-pop group with a Thai leader, is set to perform their recent hit Wall Flowers at the concert "2025 Pow Tour: Powerful Youth In Bangkok".
									In a highly competitive business like K-pop, it is not easy for groups from small labels to gain recognition. Pow debuted in 2023 under the music label Grid Entertainment and Thai fans know the group because of Thai singer Yorch as leader, and its four Korean members Hyunbin, Jungbin, Dongyeon and Hong.

Pow has become a group to watch after they launched their latest song Wall Flowers, which is a captivating hip-hop track with elements of dreamy jazz piano, synthesisers and a heavy drum beat. The lyrics of Wall Flowers suggests that people should take time to get to know introverted people to discover their hidden charms.

Pow's performance of Wall Flowers recently won the Inkigayo Hot Stage award by popular vote on the music programme Inkigayo. In addition, Pow has reached the top 10 on the US iTunes K-pop chart. Also, since Pow has received support from Thai fans, Wall Flowers reached No.1 on the Thailand iTunes Chart in the category of K-pop.

Thai fans will have the opportunity to listen to Wall Flowers in person at the concert "2025 Pow Tour: Powerful Youth In Bangkok". The concert will take place at Chaengwattana Hall, Central Chaengwattana, on Saturday.

Tickets cost 2,900 and 4,900 baht and can be purchased at thaiticketmajor.com

For more information, visit @411ent on every platform.
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									Bangkok Music Society honours Queen Mother with Faure's Requiem

									
								

									This coming Saturday at 4.30pm in Christ Church on Convent Road, the Bangkok Music Society Choir will perform Requiem In D Minor by Gabriel Faure, known for its serene and gentle character, in gratitude for the life of HM Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother, who sadly passed away last Friday.
									The work was first performed in 1888 in Paris where Faure was an organist for many years. He wrote the music for the Catholic Mass of the Dead leaving out the parts that express fear and wrath of death, instead including only those words which see the departure of this life as a happy deliverance, an aspiration towards new happiness, rather than as a painful experience. He did this, also, by changing some of the texts to make the meaning more universal. The two final movements, Libera Me (Deliver Me) and In Paradisum (Into Paradise), are from the burial service and not the customary Requiem Mass. While mostly ignored during the composer's lifetime, performances of this Requiem became widespread from the 1940s and has been a popular means of consolation for millions ever since.

This concert is the first of this season for BMS Choir and also their first with conductor Simon Green as new music director. Joining them in this moving and loving farewell for the late Queen Sirikit will be other singers who have responded to the "Come And Sing" invitation.

Registrations are open until noon on Saturday for those who already know the work or are competent sight readers. Rehearsals start at 1pm. A small chamber orchestra will accompany, together with the church pipe organ, played by Morakot Cherdchu-gnarm.

There is no admission fee, but donations are welcome. To join the show as singers, visit shorturl.at/VO0aO.
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									Asean licensing expo unveils 150-plus global IP brands

									
								

									International licensing products and services will be presented during the Licensing Show Asean 2025, which will take place at Bitec's Bhiraj Hall 1, Bang Na-Trat Road, from Nov 4-6.
									Organised by Kavin Intertrade, this is the first of its IP-focused events in Thailand and the Asean region that aim to connect opportunities across multiple industries including characters, animation, e-sports, e-games, books, lifestyle products, collectables and entertainment media.

This international trade exhibition will feature 50 companies from five countries -- Thailand, Japan, Korea, Hong Kong and Singapore -- showcasing over 150 characters. It expects to attract over 2,000 participants from 15 countries.

Participants will include brand owners, IP creators and business operators from various industries seeking to expand their enterprises through the licensing model, which has seen remarkable global growth and particularly in the Asia-Pacific region.

[image: Asean licensing expo unveils 150-plus global IP brands]


In addition to the exhibition, the event will present skill-up seminars and in-depth workshops covering more than 25 topics under three main themes -- "Trendy Of The Day", "Lifestyle" and "Entertainment Business" -- delivered by experts from both the public and private sectors across the three days.

Among the highlights on Nov 4 are "Future Of The Copyright Industry" by the Department of Intellectual Property at 11.15am, "The Key To Creative Growth For Thai SMEs" at 2pm and "The Role Of Intellectual Property In Modern Art And Design" at 4pm.

Other topics in the same afternoon include "Strategies For Managing And Protecting Your Brand" at 11am, "Generating Revenue From Your Intellectual Property" at 2pm, "Growing Your Business Through Franchising And Intellectual Property" at 3pm and "IP Rush" at 4pm.

Visit aseanlicensingshow.com and facebook.com/licensingshowasean.
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									The Nongng files

									An in-depth look at the online queer subculture that is turning Thai satire into social change
								

									While parodies and jokes serve as tools for entertainment, the online community "Nongng" uses memes and dark comedy to convey social phenomenon and concerns. And now, their unique humour has become an art form that allows audiences to explore and adapt jokes to their life.
									Co-organised by Thammasat University's Faculty of Sociology and Anthropology and Srinakharinwirot University's Faculty of Social Science, the Facebook page Nong/Nongng organised the art show "Nebula Pagematic Universe: 10 Years Exhibition" to mark a decade of the subculture.

The exhibition brought together 12 emerging queer Thai artists to reinterpret and visualise key mythical characters from the "Nong Universe", a creative cosmos born from humour, parody and online subculture.

Through this exhibition, Nong expands its universe beyond the screen, inviting the public to explore how humour can generate knowledge, emotion and social change.

Who Are The Nong?

Founded in 2015, Nong is an influential online community that uses humour, parody and queer world-building to reflect and critique the nation's sociopolitical landscape. Over the past decade, Nong has evolved from a Facebook page into a vibrant cultural phenomenon -- a digital archive, an art movement and now a subject of academic inquiry.

One of the prime characteristics of this online community is their development of a tale which has functioned as the overarching plot.

The story begins with mortal men who, unknown to them, were on the brink of a world-ending catastrophe. Only the devotees of Thou/Thee -- the universe's highest being -- and The Elven Consort heeded the call of The Nun and pledged themselves as Nongians.

They danced in the steps of Dee, The Cherubic Angel and journeyed to dwell within the Into The Nong World Dormitory (which, in truth, is the Ark destined to carry them to Nyebew, a star in the far-flung Rose Galaxy) in search of refuge from Fiends Of The Fifth Dimension, who ceaselessly pursued them.

Within the Dormitory, mysteries pervade every corner -- the enigmatic relics known as The Pui-Sack And The Verdant Jar; the command stronghold of the Celestial Eye Order; and even Madame Lee, the stately and inscrutable mistress of the Dorm, who shows kindness and mercy, especially towards innocent maiden The Poorling, born to a fate of misfortune.

Nonsense Makes Sense

Although the tale seems to be all over the place and nonsensically fictional, these specific nouns and names have become slang used in the community while grasping sarcastically to express users in contemporary society.

For instance, the character of The Poorling is depicted as a girl wearing an old Thai school uniform. The character reflects middle-class romanticisation, or people who work hard to improve their lives without looking through the social structure where consumerism has become a part of everyone's survival.

At the same time, The Poorling is exposed to the cruelty of the elites hidden beneath the beautiful pictures of the word "Progress" where they claim themselves as the ones who build, while the poor in fact construct progress. Furthermore, the female character shows women and girls who are vulnerable in the labour market.

Nevertheless, to earn money, The Poorling's face is always smiling to prevent being discarded.

Thus, Poorling is sarcastic slang addressing someone's economic status in a consumerist society where they can barely earn, but need to keep smiling to make people believe they are capable enough to live.

In the community, The Fiends Of The Fifth Dimension are sometimes simply referred to as The Fiends. This term is used to describe how digitally-altered images can deviate so far from the bodily standard that they become unrecognisable. This extreme alteration reflects the reality of social marginalisation -- the way someone with a non-normative body can be rejected or demonised by society as "the other".

The Fiends, therefore, underscore the marginalisation of certain body constructs from the norm which society respects as "good", "valuable" or "respectable", while marginalising nonconforming forms and even discarding them completely from society.

Thus, the community often uses The Fiends with a distorted image of beings or persons altered beyond recognition.

The Nong community's lexicon also mentions sensitive issues such as religion depicted in Thou/Thee. In the Nong-verse, Thou/Thee refers to a god/prophet who has no corporeal form but manifests through radiant light in which is reflected the traditions of nature worship, particularly related to worship of the Sun as the symbol of life.

Some community members have analysed Thou/Thee as a reflection of beliefs and religions where the existence of a god/prophet remains questionable.

Thou/Thee also refers to the masculine being which resonates with a reality in which gods/prophets are often depicted in a male body. Some community members reflected that this shows male domination in religion, while The Elven Consorts are depicted as female and serve the male.

As such, Thou/Thee is often used to refer to a male whom users admire, but who is far from reach.

Imagination And Interpretation

As symbolic figures in the Nong's universe are flexible to interpretation and usage, each artwork reimagines a symbolic figure or narrative from the Nong mythos while combining fantasy, sacred satire and queer aesthetics, transforming memes and online banter into multidimensional art that questions how laughter, politics and identity intertwine in contemporary Thai society.

Every piece is accompanied by two layers of interpretation -- an artistic caption from the creator and an academic caption offering sociological and anthropological readings of humour, faith and power.

"Nebula Pagematic Universe: 10 Years Exhibition" is now on view at Event Space, 9th Floor, Silom Edge. It ends today. Admission is free. For more information, visit facebook.com/nongngneverdie.



"Nebula Pagematic Universe: 10 Years Exhibition" features 10 artworks curated by 12 queer artists


	Thou/Thee by Rybiok (@rybiok)

	The Elven Consort by Chinapat (@chinyeuk)

	The Nun by Benxblues (@benxblues.studio)

	Dee, The Cherubic Angel by Zeterbiesn (@zeterbiesn) & Ninnnnut (@ninnnnut)

	Fiends Of The Fifth Dimension by Monochrome (@monochromeartstudio)

	The Celestial Eye Order by Fxaq27 (@fxaq27.studio)

	The Into The Nong World Dormitory by Psycho Alien (@psycho_alien_gallery)

	Madame Lee by Khaiyoy (@Neenongna) & Dozenstick (@dozenstick)

	The Pui-Sack & The Verdant Jar by Nnnatto (@nnnatto__)

	The Poorling by GapYBaraAi (@gapybaraai)
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									A destination within a destination

									There is so much to experience at JW Marriott Khao Lak Resort & Spa, it may just take a much-needed holiday
								

									In all of my years in Thailand and numerous visits to Phuket, it was time to venture into the unseen... to places I've never been before. 
									[image: ]

JW Marriott Khao Lak Resort & Spa drew the straw and I found myself turning left from Phuket airport to the scenic beaches of Khuk Khak Beach. The luxury beach resort is just over two hours from the airport but the ride is smooth and scenic, and goes by in a flash... especially if one dozes off in the car. 

[image: ]

Arriving at the lobby, though small, one can see the ocean and almost immediately a sense of calm overcomes you and you can't wait to get to your room and laze around. The resort is vast and is only two-storeys high with the upstairs rooms and suites offering beach and lagoon pool views. But it is the Deluxe Lagoon Pool Access rooms that you're after or the Pool Villas, which come in a choice of one or two bedrooms. There is also a Duplex Suite and a Family Lagoon Pool Access.  

[image: ]
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JW Marriott Khao Lak Resort and Spa caters to every family member, be it a child or the elderly. The "longest pool in Southeast Asia" intertwines itself around the property and one can experience its vastness by swimming around. Pro tip: It is also a good exercise (2.5km) in case you wanted to skip the well-equipped gym. The gym also hosts various classes throughout the day.  There is plenty to do around the resort and it is one of those places where you check-in and don't leave till check-out time. 
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The beach is vast and should you feel fed-up of lying on the sundecks, there's always a huge beach chess game to play or jenga. The other option would be to keep moving from pool to pool as there are so many, for a change in scenery. There's an entire section of pool dedicated to children with a water slide and wave pool, though the adults were also having the time of their lives on it. There is a water trampoline, jacuzzis and the infinity and aquamarine swim-up bars for refreshments, because one may get a little thirsty being surrounded by water. 

Close to the kids pool is the Bamboo shark nursery. Native to the Andaman Sea, Bamboo sharks are listed as a "near threatened" species due to their popularity among collectors and exotic diners, as well as overfishing and  destruction of their natural habitat. The Bamboo Shark Nursery & Conservation Center at the resort helps breed and nurture bamboo sharks before releasing them back into the wild to restore the balance of the marine ecosystem. One can book an appointment to learn more about the centre at the lobby. 

[image: ]

However, for me the crowning glory of the property was the JW Garden, which is just across the road from the resort. Inspired by the JW founders -- J. Willard Marriott and Alice Marriott's love for the outdoors, The JW Garden is a signature element of the JW Marriott experience focused on creating sensory connections with the natural world. This is the second-largest garden in the JW Marriott family, in the world. 
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The tranquillity of the JW Garden is a good place to reconnect with nature, as there are freshwater lakes surrounded by tropical marshes and scrubland, which are home to more than 100 species of wild birds, reptiles, fish and colourful insects. 

The JW Garden is a working farm, complete with chickens, ducks, goats and water buffaloes. It also is organic and grows herbs and vegetables used throughout the property. The farm is open to guests and is ideal for early morning walks, runs or strolls. There is horticulture and a cultivation of more than 200 varieties of plants, fruits, vegetables, leaves and herbs. The chickens and ducks supply the hotel with free-range eggs daily, and a separate JW Garden counter can be found at breakfast, offering the freshest eggs, salads and vegetables.

Breakfast matches the property in size and offerings. Everything under the sun you can think of makes an appearance at breakfast, including starting the day with ginger shots. The resort's signature restaurant, Drift, is also where the farm's produce is on display, along with its sustainability efforts and waste management. There is an entire tasting menu with ingredients from the farm, showcasing the zero-waste management. Few things go to waste here. 
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You are spoilt for choice at this resort. There are 11 restaurants serving different cuisines and needless to say, the Italian restaurant is by far the busiest. Offering pizzas from the wood-fired ovens to at least 15 different types of olive oil, showcased in a tasting menu, Olive offers an impressive selection of crafted authentic Italian classic dishes and hand-selected wines. 
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There are  Thai and Japanese restaurants, with casual all-day dining at the Sala, the Deli and Waterfront, which is also the breakfast scene. To get your juices flowing, there are two swim-up bars, Infinity and Aquamarine, and sundowners are best enjoyed at the Beach Bar, and a nightcap at Czar Bar.

The body isn't forgotten with Quan Spa offering a host of massages and luxury wellness therapies. The spa is designed like a Balinese house and the minute you enter, a different sense of tranquility washes over you. Bliss.  

Focus on what matters most -- you at JW Marriott Khao Lak. What better place than to unwind and take a break from the life in the fast lane. 
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/travel/3128325/a-destination-within-a-destination
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