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Feted as a Peacemaker in South Korea, Trump Finds Purpose for Overtures to Kim Jong-un

President Trump lamented not being able to speak with Mr. Kim, the North Korean leader, but vowed to end the decades of hostilities between the two Koreas.

Video: Trump, in South Korea for Summit, Receives a Medal and a Crown

President Lee Jae Myung of South Korea gave President Trump a national medal and a replica of an ancient crown. Crowds gathered outside the Gyeongju National Museum to protest Mr. Trump's visit.


By Erica L. Green, Katie Rogers and Choe Sang-Hun
Reporting from Gyeongju, South Korea


Oct 29, 2025 at 02:47 PM

As President Trump started his six-day tour in Asia, he said he would like to meet again with North Korea's leader, Kim Jong-un. And he reiterated that desire this week again and again.

But asked what he wanted to discuss with Mr. Kim, the president had no clear answer.

Now it seems Mr. Trump knows what he wants from Mr. Kim.

On Wednesday, Mr. Trump landed in South Korea for the last leg of his tour of Asia. He was greeted with fanfare and flattery over his newfound obsession of ending global conflicts.

President Lee Jae Myung of South Korea presented Mr. Trump with a medal symbolizing the nation's highest honor "in recognition of his contribution to peace on the Korean Peninsula and his continued role as a peacemaker." He was served a meal that included a "peacemaker's dessert" that included a brownie flecked with gold. Mr. Lee told Mr. Trump, "It would be a historic achievement if you use your great capabilities to create peace on the Korean Peninsula."

It was, in essence, a premature accolade -- South Korea and North Korea are technically at war, as they have been for three-quarters of a century.

But soon enough, Mr. Trump vowed to earn it.

Mr. Trump and Mr. Lee at a welcome ceremony for the U.S. president on Wednesday in Gyeongju, South Korea. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times


Mr. Trump indicated he would reopen dialogue with Mr. Kim, the North's leader, telling Mr. Lee that he wanted to address "a lingering cloud that's over your head." He lamented that his schedule hadn't allowed for a meeting with Mr. Kim while he was in the region but said that he was eager to speak to the North Korean leader on South Korea's behalf.

Mr. Kim never responded to Mr. Trump's earlier invites. But North Korea launched a missile test the day before he arrived in South Korea.

"I know you're officially at war, but we will see what we can do to get that all straightened out," Mr. Trump told Mr. Lee.

"We'll work very hard with Kim Jong-un and with everybody on getting things straightened out, because that makes sense," he added. "It's common sense that that should work out, and I feel certain that it will. It may take a little time, you'll have to have a little patience, but I feel absolutely certain that it will."

The commitment came on Wednesday when South Korean officials feted Mr. Trump with some of the things known to appeal to his idiosyncrasies: a military band playing "Y.M.C.A," a replica gold crown and side dishes made with ketchup, which Mr. Lee's office described as "a favorite food of President Trump."

When he stepped off the plane at Gimhae International Airport in South Korea, Mr. Trump was greeted with a red carpet and ear-piercing cannon fire. At the National Museum in Gyeongju, there were the thumping drums of "Hail to the Chief," flag-hoisting ceremonial guards and saber-rattling soldiers. Mr. Lee later presented Mr. Trump with a replica of a golden crown that was excavated from an ancient royal tomb in Gyeongju, the seat of a long-gone kingdom. The medal he received was also golden and included an ornate collar.

"I'd like to wear it right now," Mr. Trump joked.

Mr. Lee hosted a dinner for Mr. Trump that was attended by leaders from eight countries. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times


On top of the pomp, there was an endless stream of praise for Mr. Trump.

Noting that Mr. Trump was the only foreign leader to be received as a state guest to South Korea twice, and the first U.S. president to be awarded the medal, the Grand Order of Mugunghwa, Mr. Lee said, "You have many firsts and onlys with you."

The proceedings were the latest edition of a well-worn playbook for foreign leaders who flatter Mr. Trump in hopes of avoiding confrontations over trade or foreign aid. Later in the day, South Korea said it had landed an elusive deal over Mr. Trump's tariffs.

But it was also Mr. Trump's desire to help broker peace with North Korea that appeared top of mind for Mr. Lee.

"The very fact that you have called for a meeting and said that you are ready to meet him anytime is creating quite a warmth of peace on the Korean Peninsula," Mr. Lee said, referring to the North Korean leader.

In a way, it was not a new tack from Mr. Lee. In August, when he visited the White House, he and Mr. Trump found common ground over wanting to engage with the North Korean leader.

The Korean Peninsula has technically been in a state of war since the 1950-53 Korean War, which ended not with a permanent peace treaty but with a temporary truce. When Mr. Trump last met with Mr. Kim, many South Koreans urged him to formally end the war with a peace treaty and normalize ties with North Korea.

The president met with Mr. Kim three times during his first term, once in 2018 and twice in 2019. The rare detente, eagerly supported by progressive South Koreans like Mr. Lee, proved short-lived. Mr. Trump's diplomacy with Mr. Kim collapsed without deals to roll back North Korea's nuclear weapons program or to ease international sanctions on the country.

Still, Mr. Kim said last month that he had a "good memory" of Mr. Trump from their past meetings.

Mr. Trump meeting Kim Jong-un, the leader of North Korea, in 2019 at the Demilitarized Zone between North and South Korea. Erin Schaff for The New York Times


But he said his country would never re-enter negotiations with Washington unless North Korea were accepted as a nuclear weapons state. In recent years, North Korea has doubled down on expanding its nuclear arsenal and cut off all dialogue with South Korea and the United States.

Mr. Trump endeavored to assure Mr. Lee that he could facilitate a breakthrough.

"I've been very fortunate to be able to solve a lot of problems in the world," Mr. Trump said. "I didn't even know there were so many problems."

In recent months, Mr. Trump has been emboldened by his successes as a mediator. In July, he helped broker a cease-fire between Cambodia and Thailand, whose border dispute had erupted in deadly conflict.

In September, Mr. Trump put forth a plan that led to a cease-fire in between Hamas and Israel. But the truce in Gaza is shaky, with Israel launching new strikes this week. Aboard Air Force One, Mr. Trump told reporters that Israel had "a right" to retaliate against attacks by Hamas but that he considered the cease-fire to be intact.

On Sunday in Kuala Lumpur, the Malaysian capital, Mr. Trump witnessed the signing of an agreement between Thailand and Cambodia.

During remarks to South Korean business leaders, Mr. Trump drew applause for the truce. And he recounted several conversations he had with leaders in recent months in which he threatened to halt trade talks should they continue their decades-old conflicts.

Mr. Trump spoke at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum in Gyeongju on Wednesday. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times


One, he said, was between himself and Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India. Mr. Trump said he told Mr. Modi he would not make a trade deal with him unless India stopped fighting Pakistan. Mimicking Mr. Modi in an Indian accent, Mr. Trump recalled him saying, "No, we will fight!"

Mr. Trump has taken credit for a cease-fire between the South Asian neighbors, but India has rejected that characterization, saying it settled the matter directly with Pakistan.

But in South Korea, he tried to cast himself as able to manage both trade and tensions. "I've ended eight wars in eight months," Mr. Trump said, repeating a murky and shifting number of conflicts he has claimed to resolve, "and, in many instances, trade has played a big part in getting those wars ended."

As he concluded his final event, a dinner held in his honor, Mr. Trump made it clear that the South Korean trip had inspired him to try to add to his tally.

"You rolled out a red carpet that was a very good red carpet," Mr. Trump said. "I appreciate it very much and I won't forget the trip."

"You have a neighbor that hasn't been as nice as they could be," he added, "and I think they will be."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/29/world/asia/trump-south-north-korea-kim.html
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How the 19th-Century Opium War Shapes Xi's Trade Clash With Trump

China's leader draws on lessons from Lin Zexu, a Qing official whose defiance of Britain led to China's humiliating defeat but made him a national hero.

A statue of Lin Zexu in his birthplace of Fuzhou, China, in October.



By Andrew Higgins
Andrew Higgins reported from Fuzhou, a Chinese city that has become the Bethlehem of modern Chinese nationalism.


Oct 29, 2025 at 04:01 AM

Climbing the ranks of the Communist Party while working in a coastal province, Xi Jinping -- the man now leading China's push to overtake the United States -- kept a poem on his desk that helps explain why he has fought back fiercely against President Trump in their trade war.

The poem, a patriotic ode to the sanctity of national interest, was written by Lin Zexu, an imperial commissioner from Fujian, the same coastal province, who oversaw China's foreign commerce in the early 19th century. He is celebrated today in Chinese textbooks and speeches by Mr. Xi as a national hero for standing up to Britain, the superpower of the day, in a confrontation over trade.

That confrontation, triggered by Lin's efforts to halt opium smuggling, ended in disaster for China -- a crushing military defeat that gave Britain control of Hong Kong and, in China's telling, started a "century of humiliation," a shameful stain whose removal President Xi has set as one of his most important goals since becoming China's leader in 2012.

Visitors lining up for the Lin Zexu Memorial Hall in Fuzhou. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


A framed photo in an office at the Lin Zexu Foundation on the grounds of Lin's boyhood home. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


Past shame looms large as Mr. Xi prepares for a meeting on Thursday in South Korea with President Trump, highlighting a gulf between the two leaders that stretches wider than their turbulent tiffs over tariffs, rare earth minerals and soybeans.

President Trump "sees China as the winner of the international modern order, but Xi Jinping sees China as its victim," said Julia Lovell, the author of The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams and the Making of Modern China, adding that these contrasting views can lead to "profound instability" in these talks.

"I don't know how much of a student of history Trump is, but it is very important that he understand the emotional importance of this history in China," said Ms. Lovell, a China scholar at the University of London's Birkbeck College. "This history is shaping China's actions and strategies in the here and now."

For Mr. Xi, Lin's legacy carries a dual message: China must never bow to foreign pressure, but it also must never again negotiate from a position of weakness. Lin's defiant stand failed because Qing China lagged far behind the West in military and economic power. Mr. Xi's strategy of pushing back against Mr. Trump suggests he believes China has finally accumulated the strength to succeed where Lin could not.

Opium pipes on display at Lin Zexu Memorial Hall. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


Visitors posing for photos at Lin Zexu Memorial Hall. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


Celebrating China's resurgent power last month with a massive military parade in Beijing, he said from the rostrum of Tiananmen Gate that his country had "put an end to China's national humiliation of suffering successive defeats at the hands of foreign aggressors in modern times."

Beijing has also bristled at what it sees as efforts by American leaders, including Mr. Trump, to cast China in the role of 19th-century Western opium traders with accusations that it is aggravating America's drug problem by exporting chemicals used in the manufacture of fentanyl. Mr. Trump said last week that this would be his "first question" for Mr. Xi when they meet. China accuses Washington of using the drug problem to "blackmail" China.

The 19th-century showdown between China and the West began, much as today's did, with mounting Western anger over a huge Chinese trade surplus. The country exported large quantities of tea, rhubarb, porcelain, silk and other goods but imported little in return.

Britain turned to opium to narrow the gap, with Western merchants selling growing quantities of the drug to China despite an official ban on the narcotic declared in 1729.

Commissioner Lin arrived in the southern port of Guangzhou, then known as Canton, in 1839, with orders from the emperor in Beijing to stop the opium trade and restore Qing dynasty finances, which had been upended by the outflow of silver to pay for drugs.

Lin's determination to resist British power made him a heroic figure of resistance to Western bullying for generations of modern Chinese leaders since the collapse of the Qing dynasty in 1911.

He is best known in China for confiscating and then destroying foreign opium worth hundreds of millions of dollars at current prices in trenches dug on the bank of the Pearl River at Humen near Guangzhou. Foreigners who witnessed the destruction, Lin informed the emperor, "feel heartily ashamed."

China's public security minister, Wang Xiaohong, who has been at the center of arguments with Washington over fentanyl, this week visited Humen and a museum there celebrating Lin's anti-drug actions in the 19th century. The minister, vowing to carry out "a victorious people's war on drugs in the new era," said all Chinese need to "uphold and carry forward the spirit of Lin Zexu."

The Lin Zexu Memorial Hall features a wax representation of him. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


A diorama representing the famous destruction of opium in the Pearl River at the Lin Memorial Hall. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


Mr. Xi has embraced the Qing official's example with particular vigor, presiding during his 17 years in Fujian over the renovation of sites connected to Lin, including the house where he was born and his family's memorial hall.

The hall is now a sprawling exhibition complex highlighting Western perfidy, Lin's righteous defiance and what a carved stone in a leafy courtyard describes as "China's incessant struggle against foreign aggression." In keeping with Mr. Xi's view that China needs to be open to the West but on its own terms, the exhibits also praise Lin for promoting Western science and technology as a way to strengthen China.

Lin's birthplace in Fuzhou, the capital of Fujian, has become the Bethlehem of modern Chinese nationalism, the small room in which he is said to have been born the centerpiece of a state-sponsored heritage trail feting his unyielding patriotic spirit.

"I am so proud of my ancestor," said Lin Yanyi, a seventh-generation descendant who works for the Lin Zexu Foundation, which manages the birthplace. She said he had never spurned "good things from the West" but always put China's interests first. 

Lin Zexu's descendants, Lin Yanyi, standing, and Lin Zhuguang, the honorary head of the Lin Zexu Foundation, next to a statue of him studying. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


The room in which Lin Zexu is said to have been born at his rebuilt childhood home in Fuzhou, next to the school where his father taught. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times


Mao Linli, a Fuzhou historian and adviser to the foundation, said that the lesson from Lin's showdown with Britain is clear: Never bend to foreign pressure or concede the moral high ground.

He said that were he alive today, Lin, who served in Guangzhou from 1839 to 1841, would never accept American demands. "He always stood on the side of right," Mr. Mao said. "America started this fight, not China. America should stop it."

Presaging China's current efforts to get Mr. Trump to relent on tariffs by tightly restricting exports of rare earth minerals crucial to modern manufacturing, Lin sought to exert pressure on Britain and other nations involved in the illegal opium trade by threatening to halt Chinese exports he thought were indispensable to the West.

The thinking in China, according to "The Opium War Through Chinese Eyes," a classic book on the conflict based on Lin's diaries and letters, was "that Britons would die of constipation without rhubarb and tea from China" and would quickly fold.

In a letter he drafted to Queen Victoria in 1839, Lin urged the British monarch to halt the opium trade, noting that the drug was also illegal in Britain. He warned that China could cut off exports of "things which your foreign countries could not exist a single day without."

Smugglers handed over more than 1,000 tons of opium but demanded compensation and balked at what they viewed as intrusive Chinese restrictions on legitimate commerce. They lobbied London to send gunboats.

Lin destroyed the confiscated drugs by mixing them with salt and lime near Guangzhou at Humen. He refused to pay compensation for the destroyed drugs.

Far less dependent on Chinese rhubarb and far stronger militarily than Lin believed, Britain sent gunboats to the coast of China to attack Guangzhou and other Chinese port cities.

Yet China's official recounting of this chapter of the Opium War focuses on praising Lin for his integrity and not on whether he overplayed China's weak hand in negotiations with Britain, as some historians have suggested.

At a Lin Zexu-themed restaurant in the center of Fuzhou, Wang Yike, the 9-year-old son of the owner, serenaded lunchtime diners last week with patriotic verses celebrating the destruction of British opium in 1839 as an act that "lifted the righteousness of our nation."

The boy, wearing the red scarf of China's Young Pioneers, a communist youth group, chanted one of the commissioner's best-known lines -- from the poem Mr. Xi kept on his desk: "If it benefits the nation, I will live and die for it."

Wang Yike, the son of the owner of a Lin Zexu-themed restaurant, recited a poem praising Lin to diners. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/29/world/asia/trump-china-xi-opium-trade.html
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News Analysis


What Can Break the Shutdown Impasse?

Significant milestones over the next few weeks could shuffle the status quo. For now, both sides remain dug in as the closure heads into a fifth week.

Lawmakers on Capitol Hill are eyeing Obamacare open enrollment and off-year elections as moments that could create political anxiety to shake the status quo. Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times



By Carl Hulse and Catie Edmondson
Reporting from the Capitol


Oct 29, 2025 at 06:33 PM

Senate Republicans were confident that the call on Monday from the largest federal employees union for an end to the government shutdown would finally nudge labor-allied Senate Democrats to move toward resolving the stalemate entering its fifth week.

Democrats were instead mostly unmoved.

Their bet was that news on Wednesday of soaring health care premiums because of expiring Obamacare tax credits might finally persuade Republicans to negotiate on extending the subsidies. That didn't pan out either; G.O.P. leaders have so far refused -- at least until the government reopens.

Now the question is: What, if anything, can break the impasse that has led to federal workers being idled and force the warring parties to a solution? Several major inflection points are approaching, including the Nov. 1 start of Obamacare open enrollment, an imminent suspension of federal nutrition benefits for millions of struggling Americans and closely watched off-year elections next Tuesday that could be a gauge of political momentum.

Both parties are eyeing these developments as moments that could create sufficient political anxiety to shake the status quo and encourage one side or both to relent. With the government shuttered for 29 days, lawmakers are just days away from matching the record for the longest shutdown in American history -- 34 days.

"There is so much -- so much -- that is coming at us like a freight train," said Senator Lisa Murkowski, Republican of Alaska.

For now, both sides remain dug in, and don't see the calendar as providing much of an impetus for change.

Senator John Thune, Republican of South Dakota and the majority leader, has pulled back from his party's plan to allow votes on specific bills to pay federal workers and extend nutrition benefits. Doug Mills/The New York Times


"I just think people know what is going on," said Senator Chris Murphy, Democrat of Connecticut. "Trump is in Asia not negotiating. The Republicans won't show up, and the government could open pretty quickly if they were serious about a negotiation. Their take-it-or-leave-it approach is totally unprecedented."

An appeal this week from the head of the American Federation of Government Employees, who warned of the hardships being imposed on his membership and urged senators to pass a short-term spending measure, prompted some optimism among Republicans that a few more Democrats would join them in approving the bill.

"Most civil servants did not receive a paycheck last week," Everett B. Kelley, the national president of the union, wrote in a letter to senators. "Unless things change, more federal workers will wake up this Friday to bank balances that have not been replenished and financial worries that have grown heavier."

Despite some expressions of sympathy, Democrats held firm in yet another vote on Tuesday blocking the stopgap legislation, reiterating their calls for President Trump and Republicans to start negotiations over an extension of the Obamacare subsidies that expire at the end of the year. Republicans reiterated that they were willing to talk, but only after Democrats vote to reopen the government.

"We Democrats want to do and have always said we can do both," said Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the minority leader. "We can provide all the help -- provide pay and furlough and back pay for federal workers and fix the health care crisis. And all they have to do is sit down and negotiate with us, and both can happen."

"We can provide all the help -- provide pay and furlough and back pay for federal workers and fix the health care crisis," said Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the minority leader. "And all they have to do is sit down and negotiate with us." Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times


Republicans are now counting on a halt in federal nutrition benefits that go to around 40 million Americans to weaken Democratic resistance and end the "politics of pain," as Senator John Barrasso of Wyoming, the No. 2 Republican, has dubbed the prospect of Americans going hungry and without pay because of the shutdown.

Democrats note that the administration is breaking with precedent by not diverting emergency funding to the nutrition programs, and argue that it is the White House that will be inflicting the pain as way to intensify pressure on Democrats. They intend to try to force Senate votes to extend the program and put Republicans, whose constituents also rely on food aid, in a tough spot.

Democrats, in turn, are counting on the Nov. 1 opening of enrollment for Obamacare coverage to cause sticker shock among Republican voters who could be seeing the true impact of not extending the tax credits, motivating them to demand that their senators get to the negotiating table.

But when higher prices became public in a dozen states earlier this month, Republicans did not budge. On Wednesday, when a government website published a preview showing premium increases across the country, there was little sign that their position had changed.

"What we know is that four million Americans will look at the price hike and say, 'It's too much, and I will go without health care,'" Senator Tammy Baldwin, Democrat of Wisconsin, said. "This is 100 percent avoidable, but my Republican colleagues are simply refusing to act."

Senator John Thune, Republican of South Dakota and the majority leader, has pulled back from his party's plan to allow votes on specific bills to pay federal workers and extend nutrition benefits, fearing that doing so would allow Democrats to go on the record in support and get political cover for refusing to end the shutdown.

Members of both parties are also watching off-year elections next Tuesday, particularly statewide contests in Virginia and New Jersey, for signs of deep-seated opposition to Mr. Trump and Republican policies, or indications that Democrats overplayed their hand. The results will be sharply analyzed and could stir Congress to act.

But some lawmakers doubted the voting would have much impact.

"I don't expect to win those states because I never expect to win those states," said Senator Kevin Cramer, Republican of North Dakota. "I think it is funny that they've become so relevant in the political discourse."

Another factor in the mix is Mr. Trump's return to Washington this week after his trip to Asia, allowing him to refocus on the shutdown. Democrats were skeptical that any progress could be made while the president was away.

Privately, some Senate Democrats acknowledge that there is some "churn" and division among their members about how to proceed. Members of the Appropriations Committee have continued talks about how to break some individual spending bills free for votes as the consequences of the shutdown spread.

"The carnage is building up," said Senator Lindsey Graham, Republican of South Carolina. "I think next week we will have a breakthrough."

That pressure is likely to only increase as Thanksgiving, a major travel holiday, nears and federal employees, including air traffic controllers, continue to go without pay. Senators themselves would also like to take advantage of the holiday and to not have to be concerned about the optics of vacating Washington with the shutdown continuing.

Mr. Kelley, the union official, urged lawmakers to take the approaching holiday season into account as they maneuvered over federal spending.

"With less than a month before Thanksgiving, no federal worker should have to turn to a food pantry to help prepare the family table," he wrote.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/29/us/politics/democrats-republicans-shutdown-impasse.html
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In a Looming Nuclear Arms Race, Aging Los Alamos Faces a Major Test

The lab where Oppenheimer developed the atomic bomb is the linchpin in the United States' effort to modernize its nuclear weapons. Yet the site has contended with contamination incidents, work disruptions and old infrastructure.

Los Alamos National Laboratory, on an isolated mesa in New Mexico, dates back to the Manhattan Project.



By Alicia Inez Guzman
Alicia Inez Guzman is reporting on nuclear weapons production in New Mexico as part of The Times's Local Investigations Fellowship.


Oct 28, 2025 at 09:00 AM

In a sprawling building atop a mesa in New Mexico, workers labor around the clock to fulfill a vital mission: producing America's nuclear bomb cores.

The effort is uniquely challenging. Technicians at Los Alamos National Laboratory must handle hazardous plutonium to create the grapefruit-size cores, known as pits. They do so in a nearly 50-year-old building under renovation to address aging infrastructure and equipment breakdowns that have at times disrupted operations or spread radioactive contamination, The New York Times found.

Now, the laboratory is under increasing pressure to meet the federal government's ambitions to upgrade the nation's nuclear arsenal. The $1.7 trillion project includes everything from revitalizing missile silos burrowed deep in five states, to producing new warheads that contain the pits, to arming new land-based missiles, bomber jets and submarines.

But the overall modernization effort is years behind schedule, with costs ballooning by the billions, according to the Congressional Budget Office. In 2018, Congress charged Los Alamos with making an annual quota of 30 pits by 2026, but by last year it had produced just one approved for the nuclear stockpile. (Officials have not disclosed whether more have been made since then.)

That pace has put the lab -- and especially the building called Plutonium Facility 4, or PF-4 -- under scrutiny by Trump administration officials.


In August, James Danly, the deputy secretary of the Energy Department, ordered a study of the leadership and procedures involved in pit production and related projects at Los Alamos and the Savannah River Site in Aiken, S.C. That facility was also designated to produce pits but is unlikely to begin before 2032, according to federal officials.

"I have become increasingly concerned about the National Nuclear Security Administration's ability to consistently deliver on nuclear weapons production capabilities needed to support the national defense of the United States," Mr. Danly wrote to the agency's acting administrator. The N.N.S.A., an agency within the Energy Department, maintains the nuclear stockpile and is overseeing the renewal project.

In response to questions from The Times last month, a spokeswoman for the N.N.S.A., the Energy Department and the national laboratory said: "We are fully committed to strengthening the nation's nuclear deterrent and ensuring the long-term national security of the United States. This commitment includes accelerating our plutonium pit production" at Los Alamos and completing the South Carolina facility, "which are critical for a safe, secure and effective nuclear stockpile."

To ramp up, PF-4 is undergoing dozens of infrastructure projects. But some major systems in "poor condition" will require repairs and replacements over the next 25 years, a 2020 Energy Department report said.

Complicating the renovation is not only the presence of radioactive materials, every gram of which must be closely tracked, but also contamination. Beyond the sealed steel workstations, called glove boxes, where workers handle plutonium and other nuclear materials, contamination has been found in pipes, unused laboratory rooms, ceilings, a stairway, ladders and basement floors. Those findings have been documented in federal and state reports and weekly inspection records from the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board, a federal watchdog group. The Times also interviewed 30 nuclear experts and current and former employees.

Replacing glove boxes is going slowly, for example, because decontaminating and removing the old models can take weeks for each one. Fifteen water leaks -- including one that flooded part of the basement with 4,700 gallons of water and required extensive cleanup -- have been reported since 2018. Three spread radioactive particles into nearby spaces, safety inspectors noted.

Technicians at a training site worked with a glove box, which is used to handle radioactive material. Los Alamos National Laboratory


Systems for transporting plutonium -- an overhead trolley and the only freight elevator -- have also had outages, so workers have had to manually move nuclear material, which can increase safety risks. Hand-carrying nuclear waste in a stairwell spread contamination and reduced productivity, an inspector reported. The workaround for the elevator put "an extra burden on personnel," according to a July email from Timothy Bolen, a top weapons production official at the lab.

Since 2018, the lab's overall work force has grown by 50 percent to nearly 18,000. About 1,000 people in the plant handle nuclear material or perform construction work. Those in the building at the same time have more than doubled, causing congestion in certain areas. A federal report called the increased activity a "very high risk."

Choreographing dual renovation and production work is intricate. "The best analogy I can come up with is that we are overhauling and upgrading a plane during flight with a load of passengers on board," Mark Davis, the lab's deputy operations director, once described the effort.

Terry Wallace, the laboratory's former director, put it this way in a recent interview: "How do we keep this part going while we upgrade this part and make no mistake? Well, you still have high-hazard material there, so you have to do it extremely carefully, extremely thoughtfully."

The United States created its stockpile decades ago as a deterrent to nuclear war. Like the U.S., China, Russia, North Korea and other nations are upgrading or enlarging their arsenals amid rising global tensions over nuclear threats. Of the nine countries known to have such arms, the U.S. ranks second, with about 3,700, just behind Russia's 4,300, according to estimates by nuclear weapons researchers.

The Savannah River Site in Aiken, S.C., is meant to produce plutonium pits alongside Los Alamos but is years away from that capability. Savannah River Site


America's modernization effort began under President Obama, when Republican senators agreed to endorse a hallmark arms-reduction treaty with Russia, but only if the U.S. updated its nuclear weapons complex. The project accelerated during the first Trump administration when Congress pushed to resume pit production, a capability mostly phased out after the Cold War.

Los Alamos became a stopgap solution because the Rocky Flats Plant, in Colorado, which had produced pits for decades, was officially shut down in 1992 for environmental violations. The Savannah River Site was also tapped to make pits, but retrofitting a facility there into a production hub has been repeatedly delayed.

Until then, it all comes down to Los Alamos.

"Is it the best place to do it?" Mr. Wallace, the former director, asked. "Well, it's the only place."

The Pit Factory

The laboratory, where J. Robert Oppenheimer oversaw efforts to develop the world's first atomic bombs, spreads across 40 square miles in northern New Mexico. It is circumscribed by federally protected forests and archaeological sites, the towns of Los Alamos and White Rock and the San Ildefonso Pueblo, home to a Native American tribe.

The lab has to guard against perils inside and outside its buildings. Much of the property is blocked off to the public. Canyons plunge on either side of PF-4, or the plant, as workers call it. Around it are security checkpoints, armed guards and armored vehicles with mounted turrets.

A security checkpoint at Los Alamos National Laboratory. Nina Riggio for The New York Times


Three wildfires whipped through the area in recent decades. One in 2000 burned 7,600 acres of lab property, damaging or destroying 100 structures. Since 2020, New Mexico has designated Los Alamos County as a high wildfire risk, which the lab says it mitigates through tree thinning and careful monitoring.

Because the region is home to multiple faults, the plant and some equipment have been buttressed against earthquakes. But the safety board, which advises Congress and the Energy Department, has repeatedly questioned whether the building could contain the plutonium and keep it from endangering the public if a quake triggered a fire. The facility does not have the highest-graded ventilation system.

When PF-4 opened in 1978, it was a state-of-the-art building dedicated to research, not production. Its age is now a liability, an Energy Department report said. As the nation's sole facility for plutonium surveillance, research and manufacturing, the building, the document warned, is "a single point risk of failure for the majority of defense-related and non-defense plutonium missions within the United States."

PF-4 also performs special tasks done nowhere else. It assesses America's stockpile of plutonium pits, most made in the 1980s, to ensure they haven't degraded and will work as designed. It dilutes the nation's surplus plutonium for disposal and creates power sources for NASA's space rovers, using a different form of plutonium from the kind in weapons.

PF-4, the large building with the gray roof, right, is known as the plant among workers and forms the heart of pit production at Los Alamos. Nina Riggio for The New York Times


The plant also produced a small run of plutonium pits left unfinished when Rocky Flats shuttered. But in 2011 a worker lined up eight rods of plutonium side by side for a photo, a configuration that could have set off a dangerous radiation pulse.

That incident prompted an exodus of frustrated safety experts at the lab, which led to a production shutdown in 2013 that lasted until 2017. That year, Los Alamos was the only nuclear site given a failing rating in an Energy Department report card. Since resuming plutonium operations, the lab's safety record now ranks "good."



When Congress designated Los Alamos as a pit production site in 2018, the plant became the linchpin in a sprawling nuclear complex. Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, in California, designed the pits and the new W87-1 nuclear warhead, the first in decades. A Kansas City, Mo., site is making some components of the warhead, which is intended to arm Sentinel intercontinental ballistic missiles, being produced by Northrop Grumman.

Because the U.S. stopped making new plutonium in 1992, workers now salvage the metal from the pits of retired weapons, held at the Pantex Plant near Amarillo, Texas.

After impurities are removed at PF-4, the material is combined with another metal to create an alloy. Workers heat and cast the alloy into hollow half-spheres, or hemishells, which they weld together and smooth. If the pit were uniformly compressed by explosives in a warhead, a nuclear blast would result.

Thomas Mason, the director of Los Alamos, speaking at a hearing at the Capitol this year. Michael Brochstein/Sipa USA, via Reuters


Refining the pit-making process for a new design has taken years of testing and development, said the lab's director, Thomas Mason, at a town hall in January. There is "rigorous quality assurance that goes into making sure that the pits we produce meet the needs," he said.

The N.N.S.A. gave production efforts at the lab an "excellent" rating last year, and Los Alamos says it will meet its annual 30-pit quota by 2028.

A Series of Breakdowns

At the plant, workers wear protective clothing and gear. Monitors detect radiation, and everyone inside the building must wear a badge that tracks cumulative external exposure. When exiting the plant, employees pass through full-body scanners to check for radioactive particles.

While the Energy Department provides reports for all exposed workers at Los Alamos every year, it does not break down how many were at the plant. When plutonium enters the body through inhalation, an open wound or ingestion, it can circulate for decades, potentially causing cancer and other diseases. At least eight plant workers since 2018, seven of whom were handling heat source plutonium for NASA, had confirmed cases of bodily intake, according to safety reports.

Renovation activities have also spread contamination in the building at least a dozen times in recent years, including work on an industrial waste pipe in August last year when radioactive particles were found on a pipefitter's equipment, nearby flooring and scaffolding. This August, workers spread high levels of contamination in the basement, where bags of radioactive equipment had been improperly disposed and were leaking oil.

While the federal government owns the lab, a private contractor, Triad National Security, led by Battelle, a scientific nonprofit that runs seven other national labs, has managed Los Alamos in affiliation with the University of California and Texas A&M since 2018.

Among its biggest projects is removing approximately 90 old glove boxes and installing new versions fortified against earthquakes. The effort won't be finished until the 2030s, a Government Accountability Office report said in 2023. The stainless steel chambers can weigh as much as four tons and are connected to other boxes, supply and waste systems. Before removing the boxes, workers wipe them down with decontaminants, enclose them in tents and cut them out for disposal.

Robert Webster, deputy laboratory director for weapons, stood in front of a glove box during a news media tour of PF-4 in 2023. Los Alamos National Laboratory


Water leaks or spills near nuclear materials can also pose hazards, spreading contamination or in, rare cases, setting off a harmful burst of radiation.

In March last year, water from an overflowing decontamination shower spread radioactive particles in adjacent rooms and the basement. In July 2021, 200 gallons of water poured through the ventilation system into an inactive glove box, then spilled onto floors and eventually into the basement, dispersing contaminants.

The July leak was among four safety incidents that led the N.N.S.A. to withhold $1.5 million from Triad's contract in 2021 because of "a significant lack of attention or carelessness," the agency said. Triad routinely "focuses on human errors," the agency added, "rather than on the conditions that make those errors more likely."

The plant's trolley system, which inspectors describe as a "critical piece of infrastructure," has broken down at least three times since 2018. The system involves buckets that travel overhead on a mechanized clothesline through a metal channel, transporting plutonium and other materials and waste across the plant.

Buckets have sometimes tipped over, spilling contents inside the channel. The cable on which they travel has also snapped. There were monthlong outages in June 2020 and May 2024, and to keep pit production moving, workers had to manually bag nuclear material. This year, the buckets were redesigned and some electrical components upgraded.

The ventilation system has also shut down at times because of outdated parts, according to federal reports. In 2022, the safety board said that shutdowns and repairs caused serious work disruptions. While the safety board has recommended making significant enhancements to the ventilation system, the N.N.S.A. instead opted for more limited upgrades, citing taxpayer costs and other priorities.

In coming months, it is unclear how much outside safety scrutiny Triad and other lab contractors may face. The bipartisan Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board, which oversees on-site inspectors at Los Alamos and five other facilities, now has only one member instead of the requisite five.

Meanwhile, lab officials have signaled that they intend to increase productivity at the plant. "It can't be down for any reason," John Benner, then a weapons production manager, said last year.

In an email to The Times, a spokesman for the safety board wrote that it was factoring the "increased tempo of operations" into its "robust safety oversight." But if a quorum isn't restored, the board "cannot elevate its safety concerns" to the Energy Department in "a binding way," he said. Whether the Trump administration will appoint new members remains uncertain.

The New Brinkmanship

Soon after returning to the White House this year, President Trump said there was no reason to build new nuclear weapons, adding that countries were spending "a lot of money" on them that could be put to better use. While addressing the United Nations In September, he spoke of the need to stop developing them. "If we ever use them," he went on, "the world literally might come to an end."

Later that month, before a gathering of military leaders, he boasted how America had "newer" and "better" nuclear weapons than other nations -- a bit premature, since none of the U.S. next-generation arms are yet operational. Russia never lost its ability to produce plutonium pits, and China is estimated to have doubled its arsenal since 2020.

The rising nuclear brinkmanship has raised alarms among weapons control experts, scientists and prominent global figures including the U.N. secretary general, Antonio Guterres.

Uncertainty surrounding the New START treaty, the last remaining arms control accord between the U.S. and Russia, is adding to their concerns. Mr. Trump and Russian President Vladimir V. Putin have recently expressed interest in extending it for one more year, after it expires in February 2026, but that would not bind any other countries.

Meanwhile, the Trump administration is pressing on with the modernization.

"We've built one in the last 25 years," the energy secretary, Chris Wright, said of pit-making efforts in an interview with Fox News in March, "and we'll build more than 100 during the Trump administration."

Chris Wright, energy secretary, has vowed to accelerate nuclear pit production. Eric Lee/The New York Times


When Mr. Danly, the deputy secretary, announced the inquiry into pit production at Los Alamos and Savannah River, he set a deadline of 120 days for its findings, due in early December. "Delaying the restoration of this capability could result in significant cost increases and risks to national security," he wrote.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/28/us/los-alamos-nuclear-program.html
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Jamaica and Haiti Tally Hurricane Victims as Melissa Slams Cuba

About 20 people, including children, died in a Haitian community and at least three bodies were found in Jamaica, officials said, as they began to assess the huge storm's damage.

Destruction on Wednesday at Treasure Beach, Jamaica, which is in St. Elizabeth, the southwestern parish where Melissa struck the island as a Category 5 hurricane. Abbie Townsend for The New York Times



By Nazaneen Ghaffar, Andre Paultre, Jovan Johnson and Michael Levenson



Oct 30, 2025 at 12:55 AM

Follow our live coverage of Hurricane Melissa.

Hurricane Melissa blasted Cuba and Haiti with torrential rain and howling winds on Wednesday, inflicting even more damage just hours after it devastated parts of Jamaica, ripping the roofs off homes and hospitals, flooding villages and littering roadways with trees and electrical poles.

In both Haiti and Jamaica, the authorities began to tally the dead. Around 20 people, including children, died in a Haitian community where swollen rivers spilled into homes, and five bodies were found in St. Elizabeth, a hard-hit parish in southwestern Jamaica, where Melissa struck the island as a Category 5 hurricane.

In that parish, the storm left a "complete disaster," said Floyd Green, the agricultural minister. "Entire buildings have collapsed," he said, adding that he had heard reports of villages where "every single house is without a roof."

Flooding on Wednesday in St. Elizabeth Parish. About 25,000 Jamaicans were staying in shelters, and officials warned that many might not be able to return to homes that had been destroyed or damaged. Maria Alejandra Cardona/Reuters


 The dead in St. Elizabeth Parish included four men and a woman, said Superintendent Coleridge Minto, the head of the St. Elizabeth Parish police. The parish's church, tax office, council office, supermarket and bakery were also badly damaged, he said. 

"Everything has been washed away by floodwaters, and so the situation is, in fact, very bad," he said, adding that there was "an urgent need for support."

Communication problems and power outages were hampering the authorities' ability to assess the full scope of the devastation. Nearly 80 percent of the country was without electricity on Wednesday morning, said Dana Morris Dixon, Jamaica's information minister.

"I know so many people have said they cannot reach their families in western Jamaica. That's because of damage to the telecoms infrastructure," she said at a news conference.

A damaged house in Great Bay on Wednesday. Abbie Townsend for The New York Times

Debris along a road in Treasure Beach on Wednesday. Abbie Townsend for The New York Times


About 25,000 Jamaicans were staying in shelters, and officials warned that many might not be able to return to homes that had been destroyed or damaged. Some may also not have enough food because farms in St. Elizabeth, known as Jamaica's breadbasket, were devastated, Dennis Zulu, a United Nations relief coordinator in Jamaica, said at a news conference. 

Andrew Holness, Jamaica's prime minister, said in a statement to Jamaicans, especially those in the hard-hit west, that the government was racing to help them.

"We know many of you are hurting, uncertain, and anxious after Hurricane Melissa, but please know that you are not alone," he said. "Our teams are on the ground working tirelessly to rescue, restore, and bring relief where it's needed most."

The eastern parts of Jamaica, including the capital, Kingston, were mostly unscathed, officials said. All the roughly 25,000 tourists who were in Jamaica were accounted for and in good health, Edmund Bartlett, Jamaica's tourism minister, said in an interview on Wednesday. And Desmond McKenzie, a Jamaican minister who has been coordinating the emergency response, said three babies were born during the storm.

"Despite our challenges, we rise to the occasion," he said in a news conference.

Melissa, which tore across Jamaica with 185 mile per hour winds, had weakened to a Category 2 hurricane, with 120 mile per hour winds, when it made landfall in Cuba early Wednesday. But it was still packing a powerful punch as it roared north over the island and headed toward the eastern Bahamas.

Family members salvaging belongings as Melissa passes over Santiago de Cuba on Wednesday. Yamil Lage/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Roofs flew off buildings and houses collapsed in urban and rural areas, said the governor of Cuba's Granma Province, Yanetsy Terry Gutierrez. She described an "interminable" night and morning and shared photos on social media of an uprooted tree, a swollen river and buildings partially submerged in muddy floodwaters.

Parts of eastern Cuba had received more than 14 inches of rain and some small cities and tows were swamped, officials said. The Cuban municipality of Sagua de Tanamo, home to about 45,000 people, was partly flooded after the Sagua de Tanamo River overflowed, and videos on social media showed water rising over doorsteps and creeping up to rooftops there.

Cuba's president, Miguel Diaz-Canel, said more than 735,000 people had been evacuated ahead of the storm, which knocked out power in the country's eastern provinces.

Although Haiti and the Dominican Republic were not directly in the path of the huge storm, it was also bringing the risk of "catastrophic flash flooding and landslides" to those countries, the National Hurricane Center said. The hurricane was expected to cause a dangerous storm surge in Turks and Caicos on Wednesday as well, the center said.

Flooding at a shelter in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, from heavy rains brought by Melissa on Wednesday. Odelyn Joseph/Associated Press


About 20 people, including children, died in the Haitian community of Petit-Goave as a result of the storm, according to Ronald Louis, a technical manager for the Municipal Civil Protection Committee. Sudden floods pushed the Digue River over its banks around 4 a.m. on Wednesday, flooding more than 160 homes, he said. Another dozen people remain missing.

"The requests for aid are immense," Mr. Louis said. "Hygiene kits, drinking water, shelters, sanitation kits, clothing and heavy equipment to work on the river, because if nothing is done, the waters could cause the same damage again if it rains. Rain is falling intermittently, and we are proceeding with the evacuation of residents."

The U.S. State Department said it would deploy disaster-response teams to Caribbean countries impacted by Melissa. The department also said in a social media post that it had "activated" Urban Search and Rescue teams. In the past, the U.S. Agency for International Development had taken the lead on disaster response efforts after hurricanes in the Caribbean, but the Trump administration shuttered the agency earlier this year.

Reporting was contributed by Anushka Patil, Alan Yuhas, Claire Fahy, Ed Augustin and Annie Correal.
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Hurricane Melissa Hits Jamaica as One of the Most Powerful on Record

The Category 5 storm, whose sustained wind speeds surpassed those of Hurricane Katrina, peeled roofs off homes, swelled rivers and drew dire warnings from officials.

A man walking along the coastline in Kingston, Jamaica, on Tuesday as Hurricane Melissa approaches. Matias Delacroix/Associated Press



By Judson Jones, Nazaneen Ghaffar, Emiliano Rodriguez Mega, Jovan Johnson and Michael Levenson



Oct 28, 2025 at 09:15 PM

Hurricane Melissa slammed into Jamaica's southwestern coast on Tuesday as one of the strongest storms ever recorded in the Atlantic, beginning what forecasters warned could be a slow path of devastation with catastrophic winds, prolonged rains and destructive floods and landslides.

The Category 5 hurricane made landfall at around noon local time with sustained winds of 185 miles per hour, just shy of the most intense Atlantic hurricane on record. Fueled by Caribbean water temperatures far warmer than usual, it was more powerful than the peak strength reached by Hurricane Katrina, which pummeled New Orleans in 2005.

Veiled by dense curtains of rain and dangerous winds, the full extent of the storm's damage may take hours, if not days, to assess. Already, though, residents reported swelling rivers as well as winds peeling the roofs off hospitals, schools and homes.

Hundreds of thousands had lost power, and officials said they were concerned that not enough people had heeded warnings to seek shelter.

"Jamaica, this is not the time to be brave," Desmond McKenzie, Jamaica's minister overseeing disaster response, said at a news conference. "Don't bet against Melissa. It is a bet we cannot win."

A fence knocked down in St. Catherine on Tuesday. Ricardo Makyn/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The storm was expected to crawl across Jamaica, leaving a trail of destruction, before moving on to Cuba this week. Melissa is the strongest hurricane so far of the 2025 Atlantic season, which began June 1 and ends Nov. 30, and is the most powerful to strike Jamaica since record-keeping began in 1851.

Michael Brennan, the director of the National Hurricane Center, said that gusts of 200 miles per hour were possible in the mountains of Jamaica, where officials were particularly concerned about catastrophic landslides and flash flooding in narrow river valleys.

The storm had toppled utility poles and inundated streets on Tuesday in the central parish of Manchester, and some residents were trapped by floodwaters in Alligator Pond, a seaside community, according to a local reporter, Sashana Small.

Some houses were submerged in Mandeville, forcing residents onto roofs, she said. Ms. Small said that she had sought shelter at a local hotel, but water was coming in under the door of her third-floor room.

Officials had anticipated about 50,000 people would move into hundreds of shelters across the island. But on Tuesday morning, only 6,000 people had evacuated to shelters, according to Mr. McKenzie, Jamaica's minister for local government.

Some Jamaicans said they had chosen to stay home rather than go to shelters because they feared they could be assaulted or find inadequate food, water or bedding. Some said they also wanted to protect their homes from thieves.

Verona Sharma, a resident of Spanish Town, near Kingston, said she had prepared for the storm by placing blocks to hold down her metal roof and filling empty bottles and drums with clean water.

Waves and wind hitting the shore in Kingston on Tuesday. Matias Delacroix/Associated Press


Still, the storm had ripped back part of the roof, she said, and electricity had been flickering on and off throughout the night and early morning. She was relying on two candles she had found lying around the house.

St. Elizabeth Technical High School in southwestern Jamaica, which was damaged by Hurricane Beryl last year, had "severe damage," the principal, Keith Wellington, told Television Jamaica, a Kingston station.

"Quite a few buildings have lost their roofs -- teachers' cottages, some of the main classrooms," he said.

The National Hurricane Center warned that winds in Melissa's eyewall, which encircles the eye, were so powerful that they could cause "total structural failure." As the storm neared Jamaica, the center urged people in its path to seek shelter, saying it was the "last chance to protect your life."

About 240,000 people in Jamaica had lost power as of Tuesday morning, mostly in the southern part of the country, where the hurricane made landfall, officials said. Kingston, the capital, was not in the direct path of the storm, but winds were still hammering windows and blowing rain everywhere on Tuesday morning. The streets appeared deserted.

"The real concern at this point is for the southwestern and central parts of the island, especially key agricultural areas that seem likely to bear the brunt of the storm," Delano Seiveright, Jamaica's minister of industry, investment and commerce, said in an interview. "The potential damage there could be significant."

The U.S. Air Force released photographs of a flight into the storm from Monday. The crew made a pass through the storm to collect data for the National Hurricane Center. Lt. Col. Mark Withee/U.S. Air Force, via Getty Images


Most hospitals in Jamaica still had power, although those in the southern parishes of Manchester and St. Elizabeth were relying on generators, Daryl Vaz, the country's energy minister, said on Tuesday morning.

Jamaica's water agency warned it may be forced to shut down to prevent mud, silt and debris from entering the system. Mr. Vaz said he expected that relief flights would be able to land at the main airport serving Kingston as early as Thursday, once the storm had passed.

A small country that depends on tourism for about a third of its annual revenue, Jamaica has limited resources to prepare for devastating storms, according to disaster and emergency preparedness experts. At least three people died in connection to preparations for the storm, and 13 others were injured, officials said.

Dana Morris Dixon, Jamaica's information minister, said that about 25,000 tourists were in the country. She added that the authorities were coordinating with hotels to ensure their safety. Cruises that were sailing from Florida had moved their itineraries from Jamaica to the western Caribbean ports of Honduras, Belize and Mexico.

The hurricane was churning over Jamaica at about 8 miles per hour, intensifying fears that it could wreak havoc as it lingered. Its slow pace recalled that of Hurricane Harvey, which stalled over Texas in 2017 and dumped more than 60 inches of rain in some areas, and Hurricane Dorian, which parked over the Bahamas for days, releasing 30 inches of rain.

Forecasters were predicting that Melissa's rains would be measured in feet, not inches, for Jamaica and other Caribbean nations this week. The storm was the fourth of five Atlantic hurricanes this year to undergo what experts call rapid intensification, an explosive growth in power that is expected to become more common as climate change warms the oceans. The Caribbean waters Melissa traveled over were 2.5 degrees Fahrenheit warmer than usual.

Melissa was expected to hit southeastern Cuba early Wednesday as an "extremely dangerous major hurricane," the National Hurricane Center said. Cuba had urged nearly 900,000 people to evacuate the country's eastern provinces, and officials there reported that nearly 425,000 had gone to shelters.

Residents seeking shelter in Playa Siboney, Cuba, on Tuesday. Yamil Lage/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Iliana Mendez, 58, an evacuation coordinator for Cuba's civil defense agency, said in an interview that the primary school near her house was sheltering around 60 people who normally live in remote areas, and had a doctor on site.

The U.S. Navy said it had evacuated about 1,000 nonessential personnel from its base at Guantanamo Bay and had moved eight warships deployed to the Caribbean as part of the Trump administration's campaign against suspected drug traffickers.

The Pan American Health Organization, which is part of the United Nations, said the storm could cause major public health problems in Jamaica and other Caribbean nations, including disruptions in medical services, water contamination, disease outbreaks and mental health issues. 

In Jamaica, a team of nine relief workers spent Monday night at a Food for the Poor warehouse in Spanish Town, preparing emergency packages to be delivered after Melissa passes.

"We know what's coming," said Kivette Silvera, the head of a response team for Food for the Poor, a nonprofit, noting how the south coast was lashed by Hurricane Beryl last year.

Reporting was contributed by Camille Williams, Frances Robles, David C. Adams and Sachi Kitajima Mulkey.
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To Avert Crisis, Talladega College Sells Its Art Treasures

An H.B.C.U.'s remarkable Hale Woodruff murals commemorating Black history have been bought by an art museum and two foundations. But the college says it is not completely letting go.

"The Underground Railroad" was painted by Hale Woodruff in 1942 for Talladega College. In this detail a white abolitionist aids an enslaved man in his escape north to Ohio, and freedom. The mural was sold to the Toledo Museum of Art.



By Arthur Lubow
Reporting from Talladega, Ala.


Oct 29, 2025 at 09:02 AM

In May 2024, soon after Rica Lewis-Payton became board chair of Talladega College, a historically Black institution in rural Alabama, she faced a crisis. The college, which has a paltry endowment of under $5 million, couldn't meet its payroll that month. "We had to look at every asset that we have," Lewis-Payton, a retired hospital executive and 1981 Talladega alumna, said in an interview.

Talladega's outstanding asset was a group of six remarkable murals that the Black artist Hale Woodruff painted there between 1939 and 1942, commemorating interracial cooperation in the African American struggle for freedom and advancement. One, a swirling tableau of men overwhelming their captors on a slave ship, titled "The Mutiny on the Amistad," is the artist's most dramatic painting. Another is an emotionally powerful depiction of the Underground Railroad, with allies of both races ushering enslaved people to liberty. In all, "they are Woodruff's crowning achievement, and among the best American murals," the art historian Barbara Haskell, a longtime Whitney Museum curator, said in an interview.

Over the last year, Lewis-Payton oversaw a sale in which Talladega will relinquish ownership of four of the six Woodruff murals to the Toledo Museum of Art and two art foundations, in return for an undisclosed sum that art experts estimate at $20 million. "It required deliberate thought and execution," Lewis-Payton said. "I sit here today feeling good that we are leveraging this most prized possession in a way that will improve the ability of the college to provide a foundational education for people like me."

Rica Lewis-Payton, the chair of the board of Talladega College, in Talladega, Ala., in front of Savery Library, the 1938 building in which six murals by Hale Woodruff were originally displayed. She oversaw the sale of four murals. Wes Frazer for The New York Times


Lewis-Payton said she understood that the sale of these paintings would surrender a key piece of Talladega's legacy and potentially provoke vehement opposition. Yet the college administrators realized the works were going mostly unseen. In 2012, the murals were removed for conservation and then sent off on a four-year, eight-city tour, in what Roberta Smith, writing in The New York Times, called a "stunning exhibition." Despite that exposure, once they returned to Talladega to be installed in a new museum building, only 500 people came to view them annually.

"It's like your grandmother's quilt," Willie Todd, the college president, said. "It's a beautiful quilt and everyone loves it, but it's in the attic."

Woodruff's three murals that portray the 1839 uprising by 53 enslaved Africans aboard the Spanish schooner La Amistad, and its aftermath, are being jointly acquired by the Art Bridges Foundation and the Terra Foundation for American Art, two nonprofit organizations that lend American art to public institutions.

"The Mutiny on the Amistad," from 1939, is Hale Woodruff's most dramatic painting. It portrays the uprising on a Spanish slave ship. Wes Frazer for The New York Times


The Toledo Museum of Art is buying Woodruff's later depiction of the Underground Railroad. Two other murals, which illustrate events in the history of Talladega College, will remain at the school.

While the agreement is not yet formalized, executives at the Toledo Museum and the art foundations said they would highlight in perpetuity the murals' connection to Talladega in wall text whenever the works are lent. They also stipulate that the murals will be reunited at the college, likely every six to eight years. (Some potential buyers who did not agree to these terms were disqualified.)

"This is going to expand the branding of our institution, and they will witness the beauty of this artwork around the world," said Todd, who became college president in July, when the de-accession was already underway.

Lewis-Payton said that "increasing the visibility of these incredible pieces of art was a guiding principle from the very beginning." She added, "The story isn't being told."

In the center of Woodruff's "The Mutiny on the Amistad," an enslaved man, Yuang, has his hand on the throat of a slave trader. Wes Frazer for The New York Times

In this detail from "The Mutiny on the Amistad," Cinque, the leader of the enslaved band, battles the ship's cook. Wes Frazer for The New York Times


The murals take on a powerful resonance when seen on the campus for which they were made. In 1867, Talladega College (briefly called Swayne School) was founded by two formerly enslaved men with the support of the racially integrated American Missionary Association, a Congregationalist organization that grew out of a committee that defended the Amistad mutineers and promoted the education of African Americans.

When Woodruff agreed in 1938 to depict the Amistad saga, the episode was so widely forgotten that he had never heard of it. At the time, he was directing the art department at Atlanta University, another H.B.C.U., after reluctantly returning to the United States from Paris to take the secure teaching job at the height of the Depression. In 1937, he spent six weeks working with Diego Rivera in Mexico, where he learned some techniques and was inspired by the social activism of the great Mexican artist. However, Woodruff's Talladega murals stylistically are closer to the rhythmic, vividly colored works of the American regionalist Thomas Hart Benton.

The Amistad murals by Hale Woodruff are currently displayed at the Dr. William R. Harvey Museum of Art at Talladega College in Talladega, Ala. Wes Frazer for The New York Times


Woodruff thoroughly researched the history of the Amistad in archives before beginning his murals, although he compressed and invented (such as adding his own likeness among the defendants in a courtroom) when he rendered the gripping tale.

On board the Spanish schooner, a group of Mende people who had been enslaved in Sierra Leone took control off the coast of Cuba, killing the captain and the cook. In Woodruff's opening tableau, bare-chested men overwhelm their captors. Later, the ship made land in Connecticut, and after trials that reached the Supreme Court, the Africans were freed and returned to their homeland. In huge murals -- the courtroom scene is 20 feet long -- Woodruff sequentially portrayed the uprising, trial and repatriation.

Three years later, to mark the 75th anniversary of the college's founding, Woodruff completed a second series, including the mural memorializing the Underground Railroad, and two others. One shows the opening day of Talladega College, with Black men carrying livestock and crops to white administrators to pay for their tuition. The final mural centers on an event seven decades later: the construction by a racially mixed crew of Savery Library, where all the paintings were originally installed.

Swayne Hall, built in 1852, is the oldest building at Talladega College. It was originally a school for Baptist boys whose builders included William Savery, an enslaved man. Savery later co-founded Talladega College. Wes Frazer for The New York Times


Contemplating how the murals could be removed from their environment, Lewis-Payton sought guidance. "I knew nothing about the art world," she said. She turned to James D. Thornton, a former chair of the Talladega board who is currently chair of the Baltimore Museum of Art. Thornton introduced her to an art consultant, Nina del Rio.

Lewis-Payton and del Rio said they initially considered selling all six murals as a unit to a public institution, but determined that potential buyers might be unable to display so many. They came up with a partnership concept: The Amistad murals would be presented for sale as a three-part work. The Underground Railroad painting would be sold separately. And the two that are set at the college would stay there.

"The Underground Railroad," painted by Hale Woodruff. The artist inscribed on the side of a clapboard building that Ohio -- and freedom -- was half a mile away. Wes Frazer for The New York Times


On everyone's mind was an art sale by a historically Black institution that did not proceed smoothly: In 2005, Fisk University in Nashville announced a planned sale to the Crystal Bridges Museum in Bentonville, Ark., founded by the Walmart heir Alice Walton, of the two most valuable works in Fisk's Alfred Stieglitz Collection, which had been donated by Stieglitz's widow, the artist Georgia O'Keeffe. The Georgia O'Keeffe Museum sued to block the sale. After a seven-year legal fight, the case was settled. Fisk received $30 million, and in return the two institutions agreed to share ownership of the collection, rotating it every two years. Talladega and the prospective buyers hoped to avoid such public acrimony.

Del Rio approached the Art Bridges Foundation, which Walton founded in 2017 to lend American art to what are now 320 museum partners across the country.

"Immediately I was intrigued, because they are so beautiful," said Anne Kraybill, chief executive of Art Bridges. "But I was also given pause. They're so big, and thinking about placement, who would be able to take them?" Consulting some of her partners, she gauged that interest was keen. "To have the greatest reach, we thought we could partner with Terra, which is more global."

When Turry M. Flucker, vice president of collections and partnerships at the Terra Foundation, received a call from del Rio, he said it felt like "divine intervention," because he had been studying Woodruff's Talladega murals for about 30 years. A graduate of Tougaloo College, an H.B.C.U. in Mississippi, he later directed its art museum before coming to Terra. He said he was struck by the inclusiveness Woodruff captured in the paintings.

"These institutions were predominantly African American institutions with African American students, but they were integrated in the sense that they were open to everyone," he said. "And their founders were an integrated group of people who thought they could push and shake what America looked like."

Adam Levine, president of the Toledo Museum of Art, felt a similar connection to Woodruff's mural of the Underground Railroad: Ohio was a stop on the route, and on the side of a clapboard building, Woodruff painted a sign: "State Line -- Ohio -- .5 Mi."

"This is an incredible painting that will be deeply meaningful for our audience," Levine said. "My objective and the objective of the Toledo Museum of Art is to support Talladega College."

"The Building of Savery Library" is a mural painted by Woodruff in 1942, showing the interracial collaboration that is at the heart of the Talladega College story. The mural was not sold and will remain at the college. Wes Frazer for The New York Times


Although a cutback in expenses and a $15 million credit union loan have helped stabilize Talladega's finances, the underlying strains remain. The college depends heavily on tuition fees, and enrollment has plummeted, from 1,291 in fall 2020 to 745 today. With the sale, "We can become a leader in the reimagining of liberal arts education," Todd said. "I want every student to graduate with an internship or apprenticeship opportunity. And I want all of our programs to be connected to industry standards and accredited by national accreditors. That takes money."

Recently, there has been an influx of large donations to H.B.C.U.s. In September, MacKenzie Scott, the philanthropist, gave $70 million to the U.N.C.F. (the United Negro College Fund), which, when combined with $100 million from the Lilly Endowment Inc., will be distributed to 37 constituent H.B.C.U.s for their endowments. (Talladega will get a $5 million infusion.) Michael Lomax, president and chief executive of the fund and a former teacher at Morehouse and Spelman Colleges -- both H.B.C.U.s -- said he hopes each college will be able to match that amount to total $10 million in fixed endowments.

When Lomax first heard that Talladega might be considering the sale of the Woodruff murals, he was aghast. "It's not my place to tell an institution what to do, but that would be like giving up part of their soul," he said. "I would consider the Talladega murals to be a big part of their birthright. Those paintings will not have the same meaning if they're put in a high-design building and a place that has nothing to do with the paintings."

But on reflection, and after consultation with Lewis-Payton, he softened his tone. "What is the theme of the Amistad murals?" he said. "It is freedom. And this is allowing them to have financial freedom." He added, "It was a hard call, but they made the right call. They saved the institution."
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Israeli Strikes in Gaza Kill at Least 100, Local Health Officials Say

After what appeared to be the deadliest day since a truce deal was agreed on this month, Israel said the cease-fire had resumed.

Video: 'What Truce Is This?': Gazans Reel After Israeli Strikes Kill Dozens

Israel launched deadly attacks on Gaza after accusing Hamas of violating the cease-fire, which Hamas denied. Local health officials in Gaza reported the strikes killed at least 100 people, including 35 children.


By Liam Stack and Bilal Shbair
Liam Stack reported from Tel Aviv and Bilal Shbair from Deir al-Balah, Gaza.


Oct 29, 2025 at 10:45 AM

Israeli strikes killed at least 100 people across Gaza overnight, local health officials said, in what appeared to be the deadliest day since Israel and Hamas agreed on a cease-fire three weeks ago.

The strikes began late Tuesday after Israel's government accused Hamas of violating the truce by failing to return the bodies of dead captives and by attacking Israeli forces in Rafah, southern Gaza. The Israeli military said one of its soldiers had been killed in the Rafah attack.

On Wednesday, the Israeli defense minister, Israel Katz, said "dozens of Hamas commanders" had been killed in the strikes.

The military said the cease-fire resumed at 10 a.m. local time. But on Wednesday evening, the Israeli military released a statement saying that it had attacked a weapon-storage site in northern Gaza. There were no immediate reports of casualties.

Health officials in Gaza said the Israeli strikes overnight had killed at least 100 people and injured around 250 more.

Munir al-Bursh, director general of Gaza's health ministry, said 35 children were among those killed. He said hospitals in the enclave "are still facing a severe shortage of resources and a significant lack of medicines." The ministry's data does not distinguish between civilians and combatants.

Gaza's Civil Defense emergency rescue service also said that at least 100 people had been killed.

A man inspected his home in Khan Younis, Gaza, on Wednesday after a military strike destroyed it. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times


Riyad Rihan, 21, said he was sleeping in a roadside tent in the central city of Deir al-Balah when explosions began nearby. 

"I woke up to my children screaming," said Mr. Rihan, who fled the northern town of Jabaliya earlier in the war. "Pieces of shrapnel came through the ceiling of my tent."

President Trump said on Wednesday that he supported the strikes in Gaza, saying Israel "should hit back" when its soldiers were killed. But he added that "nothing is going to jeopardize" the cease-fire, which is based on a peace plan he proposed last month.

"Hamas is a very small part of peace in the Middle East, and they have to behave," he told reporters aboard Air Force One during a trip to South Korea. He added, "If they're not good, they're going to be terminated."

In a statement, Hamas accused Israel of seeking to undermine the cease-fire and criticized the U.S. administration.

On Wednesday, Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani of Qatar, a key mediator in the conflict, said the flare-up of violence in Gaza had been "very disappointing and frustrating for us to see."

Speaking at an event in New York, he said the strikes were "a significant event" but that Qatar and other mediators, in particular the United States, "remain focused on making sure the cease-fire itself holds."

At Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis in Gaza on Wednesday, a New York Times reporter saw women weeping over the bodies of children. Dr. Ahmed al-Farra, an official there, said the hospital had received the bodies of 21 people killed in the strikes, including 13 children.

The strikes came after a week of escalating tensions over delays to the exchange of deceased captives between Israel and Hamas, a key plank of the fragile cease-fire deal.

A body being transported in Khan Younis. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times


Tensions boiled over on Tuesday when gunmen in Gaza attacked a group of Israeli soldiers in Rafah, southern Gaza. The military said that militants had opened fire on Israeli troops who were dismantling a Hamas tunnel in an area under Israeli military control in eastern Gaza.

Also on Tuesday, the Israeli military released a drone video that it said showed that Hamas was trying "to create a false impression" about its efforts to locate deceased captives.

Hamas denied involvement in the Rafah attack. It has insisted it is acting in good faith to locate and return the remains of people it took from Israel during the Oct. 7, 2023, attack that ignited the war.

The drone footage showed what the Israeli military said were Hamas members faking the discovery of a deceased captive as observers from the Red Cross watched. The aid group said its staff was unaware that a body had been moved before their arrival. "It is unacceptable that a fake recovery was staged," the Red Cross said in a statement.

When asked about the video on Tuesday, Hamas referred The Times to an earlier statement that accused Israel of creating false pretexts for military action.

After the Israeli government announced its decision to strike Gaza, David Mencer, a spokesman for Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, cited both the shooting and the events depicted in the video as cease-fire violations.

People in Deir al-Balah spent Wednesday recovering from the strikes. Mostafa al-Attar, 40, sat on a road near Al-Aqsa Hospital, fretting about the future.

"We were almost celebrating or happy about the cease-fire -- we wanted it to last forever," he said. "But last night reminded us how fragile it all is."

He said his son, Saber, 18, and daughter, Layan, 9, were killed in the war, and he was ready for it to end.

"I have had enough," he said. "I don't want this cease-fire to fail again."

Gabby Sobelman, Rawan Sheikh Ahmad, Abu Bakr Bashir and Iyad Abuheweila contributed reporting.
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Street Battles Rage in Ukrainian City After Russian Troops Enter Stronghold

Moscow's forces infiltrated Pokrovsk after months of attacks on the city, a strategic part of Ukraine's eastern defenses.

A Ukrainian solder launching a reconnaissance drone near the town of Pokrovsk this month. Reuters



By Constant Meheut and Olha Konovalova
Reporting from Kyiv, Ukraine


Oct 29, 2025 at 01:10 PM

Street battles are raging in the Ukrainian stronghold of Pokrovsk, where Russian soldiers have entered the city after a nearly yearlong assault. The breakthrough underscores the painstaking pace of Moscow's military advances, but if Russia eventually takes full control of Pokrovsk it would gain a strategically important bridgehead in eastern Ukraine.

President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine told reporters on Tuesday that about 200 Russian troops had infiltrated the city, but Ukrainian soldiers fighting there said this was a conservative estimate. The Russian units are holding positions in the south of the city and pushing north, according to online battlefield maps compiled by independent groups and based on combat footage.

"The situation is very difficult because a significant part of the city has already been infiltrated by the occupiers," said Denys, a Ukrainian drone operator who gave only his first name according to military protocol.

"They're still building up their presence, more and more, trying to completely saturate the city with their forces," he said. "When they encounter our positions, they engage in firefights."

Ukrainian soldiers say there is now active street fighting in Pokrovsk. Battlefield maps from DeepState, a group with ties to the Ukrainian military, show large portions of the city in a gray zone, indicating areas where control is being contested.

Pokrovsk, which had a prewar population of about 60,000, is on a critical road linking several cities that form the last major defensive arc protecting the portion of the Donetsk region that Ukraine still controls. If the city falls, it would bring Russia closer to achieving its longtime goal of seizing the entire region.

President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia has said Russia would agree to stop fighting only if Kyiv ceded Donetsk. The Kremlin would likely use a capture of Pokrovsk to argue to the Trump administration that its military advances are inexorable and that Ukraine should settle for a peace deal, even if it means ceding land.

"We understand why they need Pokrovsk," Mr. Zelensky told reporters this week, adding that Moscow wanted it to bolster its claim that a Ukrainian retreat and territorial concessions were "the only possible" way to end the war.

Holding the city, Mr. Zelensky suggested, is vital to counter that narrative. But how long Ukrainian troops can maintain control of Pokrovsk is unclear. Mr. Zelensky said Russian troops in the city outnumbered Ukrainian defenders roughly eight to one.

A Ukrainian armored vehicle, draped in netting to protect against drone attacks, being driven toward the front line near Pokrovsk. Finbarr O'Reilly for The New York Times


There are now likely too many Russian forces in the city for Ukraine to push them back, said Pasi Paroinen, a military analyst with the Finland-based Black Bird Group. Ukrainian soldiers say they face the same challenges that have forced Ukrainian forces to retreat in other battles: troop shortages and relentless Russian drone attacks that have cut off their supply chains.

Ukrainian forces are also being stretched by other assaults along the eastern front. Russian troops have entered Kupiansk, a city Ukraine reclaimed in 2022, and have partly encircled Kostiantynivka, a gateway to northern Donetsk.

Pokrovsk had long stood as a bulwark against Russian advances. Moscow's forces began attacking the city about a year ago but were held back by Ukraine's well-prepared defensive lines and extensive use of drones to detect and target incoming attacks.

To get around these defenses, Russian forces adopted tactics that they have used elsewhere, like relying on small dismounted assault groups, sometimes just two soldiers, which are harder for drones to detect and can infiltrate undermanned Ukrainian lines. Over time, they were able to concentrate enough troops in the city to stage a larger offensive.

"These small groups are like needles: one prick doesn't hurt much, but when there are many, it becomes an acupuncture session with very sad consequences," said Bohdan Yanush, deputy battalion commander in Ukraine's 79th Air Assault Brigade. "They harass logistics, detect our servicemen and open fire on them."

A Ukrainian soldier firing a howitzer toward Russian troops in Pokrovsk this month. Anatolii Stepanov/Reuters


Mr. Paroinen said poor weather, which hampers Ukrainian reconnaissance drones, also helped the Russians, occasionally allowing their armored vehicles to move with less detection. "The Russians have been using this window for mechanized attacks, complicating the defense for the Ukrainians," he said.

Denys, the Ukrainian drone operator, said Russian forces had also exploited the continued presence of civilians in Pokrovsk -- more than 1,000 are there, according to local authorities -- by wearing civilian clothing to conceal themselves.

"How can you tell who's who if there are no identifying marks, they're in civilian clothes, and pretending they're just going to fetch water from a well, so to speak?" he asked.

Another Ukrainian drone operator, who requested anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the news media, said he had seen what appeared to be civilians near a house only for them to later launch drones from the same location.

The Ukrainian military is increasingly concerned that Russian troops are now moving to encircle its forces just east of Pokrovsk. DeepState's maps show Russian forces moving in two pincer movements from the city center and villages to the northeast. Only a few miles separate the military advances, forcing Ukrainian reinforcements in the area to move through a narrow corridor under constant fire.
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Dutch Voters Deliver Major Setback to Far-Right Party of Geert Wilders

A center-left party was poised to become the country's largest political party, according to exit polls. The anti-immigrant Party for Freedom, led by Mr. Wilders, was expected to lose 12 seats.

Supporters of D66 in Leiden, the Netherlands, celebrating on Wednesday. Piroschka Van De Wouw/Reuters



By Claire Moses and Jeanna Smialek
Claire Moses reported from Amsterdam and The Hague.


Oct 29, 2025 at 09:19 PM

A Dutch center-left party appeared to be the biggest winner in national elections on Wednesday, a strong rebuke to the far-right party that had upended the politics of the Netherlands in the last election, according to exit polls.

The center-left party, Democrats 66, was projected to win 27 seats in the 150-seat House of Representatives, the largest share, followed closely by Geert Wilders' far-right Party for Freedom, with a projected 25 seats.

For Mr. Wilders, it would amount to a loss of 12 seats in the House of Representatives.

"The voter has spoken," Mr. Wilders wrote on social media shortly after the exit polls. "We had hoped for a different result, but kept our backs straight. We are more combative than ever and still the second and maybe even the biggest party of the Netherlands."

With no party winning an outright majority, the next step is for Dutch lawmakers to form a coalition, which could take months. It is still unclear who will become the next prime minister, though the leader of D66, Rob Jetten, seemed a likely possibility on Wednesday night.

Mr. Jetten spoke to a cheering crowd waving Dutch flags after the vote. "We succeeded," he said. "Millions of Dutch people chose for positive forces and politics that looks ahead."

For D66, which had gained momentum over the past two weeks, it is the first time in its 59-year history that it could become the country's biggest political party. The election result would mean an increase of 18 seats in the House of Representatives.

The setback for the far-right party comes as politics have become polarizing in much of Europe. Voters across the continent are increasingly torn between starkly different political visions, with the fault lines often forming along issues like immigration, housing costs and crime.

Those were all major campaign topics in the Dutch election, with the housing market, immigration and health care polling as top issues in the weeks leading up to the vote.

The election was also in many ways a referendum on Mr. Wilders and his party. Mr. Wilders has said he wants to end immigration from Muslim countries, tax head scarves and ban the Quran. His party, known as the PVV, has also called for a halt to asylum.

Geert Wilders, leader of the far-right Party for Freedom, arriving to vote in The Hague on Wednesday. Koen Van Weel/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


In the last election, in 2023, the party won a startling victory, securing the largest share of the House of Representatives's 150 seats. The results drastically changed the country's political landscape and turned Mr. Wilders into an unavoidable force.

But he never became prime minister, lacking the support from his fellow lawmakers to form a right-wing government if Mr. Wilders insisted on becoming prime minister.

In July, Mr. Wilders withdrew his party from the governing coalition, saying it was stalling plans for what he promised would be the country's "strictest migration policy ever." That move precipitated the early elections. On Wednesday night, Mr. Wilders told reporters that he did not regret that decision, even though his party suffered a big loss.

This time around, a vote for Mr. Wilders amounted to a wasted vote because the leaders of the other major parties had excluded him as a coalition partner before the elections, said Janka Stoker, a professor of leadership and organizational change at the University of Groningen. During the elections in 2023, the leader of the liberal party had opened the door to working with him for the first time in more than a decade.

By excluding the PVV, it will now fall to parties in the political center to work together to get the majority needed to form a government.

D66 has the ability to bridge the gap between the right and the left, said Simon Otjes, an assistant professor of Dutch politics at Leiden University. The party, he said, moved slightly to the right in this campaign.

Just because a center-left party seems to have won the largest share of the votes does not mean that it decisively beat populism, Professor Otjes said.

Other Dutch far-right parties seemed to gain much of the ground that the PVV had ceded, with two parties, JA21 and Forum for Democracy, poised to pick up 11 seats -- nearly as many as Mr. Wilders' party had lost, according to exit polls.

The Dutch political landscape is still splintered. But the outcome was noteworthy, especially considering what Professor Otjes called "populist clouds that are hovering over the rest of Europe."

Voting in The Hague on Wednesday. At least 27 parties put forward candidates. Yves Herman/Reuters


Mr. Wilders's party has long been seen as focused on the issue of migration, which appealed to many voters. But more centrist parties have begun to put forward their own ideas for constraining immigrant flows, echoing a trend across Europe.

And many Dutch voters might have been looking for stability after several years of chaotic politics in the Netherlands.

Voters also delivered a setback to the left-wing bloc made up of the Green and Labor parties, which was expected to lose five seats in the House of Representatives. Frans Timmermans resigned as the bloc's leader on Wednesday night. "Better times will come," he told a crowd.

"I think we expected more," said Wobke van der Kolk, 71, a volunteer for the left-wing bloc. "The right has remained quite strong."

"I want this country to function properly again," said Gigi van Steenbergen, 48, who voted in Amsterdam on Wednesday. "I never used to be into politics," she said, "but now I feel like it takes up 75 percent of my thinking time."

In The Hague, voters echoed the sentiment. "It's important that we become a decent, reasonable country again," said Aaltje de Roos, a resident of The Hague, after she cast her vote for the bloc made up of the Green and Labor parties at the city's Central Station.

Koba Ryckewaert contributed reporting from Rotterdam.
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Fed Cuts Rates to Lowest Level Since 2022 but Casts Doubt on December Move

The Federal Reserve cut interest rates by a quarter point for the second time this year, but the probability of a reduction at its next meeting fell after Jerome Powell, the central bank's chair, said that officials held "strongly differing views."

Video: Fed Cuts Interest Rates for Second Time This Year

Fed Chair Jerome Powell announced that the Federal Reserve would cut interest rates by another quarter point on Wednesday, the second cut this year. Interest rates set by the Fed are now below 4 percent for the first time since late 2022. Mr. Powell noted that officials were divided on the cut, and said that another cut at the December meeting was not a "foregone conclusion."


By Colby Smith
Colby Smith covers the Federal Reserve.


Oct 29, 2025 at 09:03 AM

The Federal Reserve cut interest rates on Wednesday for a second time this year, despite officials having only a partial view of how the economy is faring because of the government shutdown.

The central bank voted to lower borrowing costs by a quarter of a percentage point as the lapse in funding for the government stretched into its fifth week. Until lawmakers reach a deal, the Bureau of Labor Statistics and other agencies have stopped collecting, analyzing and publishing official statistics tracking the jobs market, consumer prices, spending and a range of other metrics.



Wednesday's decision brought interest rates below 4 percent for the first time since late 2022. But it was a divisive vote, with two officials dissenting for different reasons. Stephen I. Miran, the newest member of the Fed's Board of Governors, voted for a larger, half-point reduction, like he did in September. Jeffrey R. Schmid, president of the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City, wanted the Fed to instead hold interest rates steady at the previous level of 4 percent to 4.25 percent. This is the first time Fed officials have dissented in opposite directions since September 2019, when the committee voted to cut rates by a quarter point.

Wednesday's split underscores the challenge the Fed faces going forward as it looks toward its next meeting, in December, and whether to cut a third time this year, as most officials had previously forecast.

Jerome H. Powell, the Fed's chair, said that there were "strongly differing views about how to proceed in December" and that a cut was "far from" a foregone conclusion.

"We haven't made a decision about December," Mr. Powell said during a news conference after the decision. The Fed's internal divisions stem from not only divergent views surrounding the economic outlook but also divergent risk tolerances around allowing the labor market to weaken or inflation to stay elevated.

Mr. Powell said that if the labor market were to stabilize at current levels or even accelerate, that "would certainly play into our decisions going forward."

He also stressed that a lack of official data as a result of the shutdown could potentially impact the Fed's decision on December, saying that "if there is a high level of uncertainty, then that could be an argument in favor of caution about moving."

"What do you do if you are driving in the fog? You slow down," he later added.

Investors now see a roughly two-thirds chance of a rate cut in December, based on probabilities derived from interest rate futures markets. The two-year Treasury yield, which is sensitive to changes in interest rate expectations, rose 0.1 percentage points, its largest move higher since June.



The government data drought comes at a precarious moment for the Fed, which finds itself in an uncomfortable position now that its goals of keeping consumer prices stable and employment strong are in conflict with each other. Mr. Powell reiterated on Wednesday that there was "no risk-free path," with the potential for inflation to stay elevated and the labor market to weaken depending on how quickly the central bank lowered borrowing costs.

Typically, the Fed cues off the incoming official data to help justify its interest-rate decisions, while also citing alternative measures and surveys related to economic activity. But the shutdown has effectively created a data blackout for the Fed, at least from government sources. The Bureau of Labor Statistics released the Consumer Price Index report for September over a week late, on Friday, in order to meet a deadline for Social Security cost-of-living adjustments. But that is likely to be the last major data release from the agency for a while.

The White House recently warned that the C.P.I. report for October might not be published since data for the month was not being collected given the shutdown. September's job report and all subsequent monthly releases have also been indefinitely delayed.

The Fed's decision to lower interest rates again on Wednesday reflects the central bank's belief that it can afford to focus on the risks confronting the labor market and take steps to shore it up even though inflation is moving away from its 2 percent target.

In its policy statement, the Fed seemed to adopt a rosier view of economic activity but stressed that the labor market remained vulnerable. While it noted that the economy was "expanding at a moderate pace" and that the unemployment rate was still low, it stressed that "downside risks to employment rose in recent months."

Before the shutdown, monthly jobs growth had slowed sharply and the unemployment rate had edged up. Some companies, like Amazon, have announced big layoffs, and the concern is that more will follow in a bid to cut costs. Mr. Powell said on Wednesday that the Fed was monitoring those announcements closely, although he noted that weekly claims for unemployment benefits overall remained low. The labor market, he said, was "less dynamic and somewhat softer."

While part of the pullback reflects a shift in demand for new hires, President Trump's immigration restrictions have also reduced the number of workers in the labor force.

The government shutdown itself represents a new risk to the economy, with federal workers now without pay, and access to food subsidies and other government assistance programs days away from being cut off. Economic activity is likely to rebound, though, once the government reopened, Mr. Powell said.

So far, consumers have continued to spend, helping to alleviate concerns that the economy is on the verge of a significant downturn. That resilience has persisted even as the president's tariffs have raised prices for a range of goods. The overall impact has so far been more muted than expected, however, bolstering a widely-held view within the Fed that inflationary pressures tied to those taxes will fade over time. Mr. Powell said on Wednesday that the Fed was watching this dynamic very carefully and was attuned to the risk that it morphs into a more persistent problem.

What has also concerned some policymakers, however, is that services inflation, which tracks prices for things like haircuts or car insurance, has stayed sticky. If that persists, it will take longer for the Fed to wrestle inflation back down.

Also on Wednesday, the Fed said that it would stop shrinking the size of its $6.6 trillion balance sheet as of Dec. 1. The central bank said that maturing mortgage-backed securities would be reinvested in Treasury bills at that point as well. The decision comes amid mounting signs of strain in short-term lending markets that underpin the financial system. Mr. Powell said on Wednesday that there was little be to gained from trying to shrink the balance sheet further.

Since 2022, the Fed has been unwinding its voluminous holdings of Treasuries and the mortgage-backed securities it amassed during past crises, most recently during the pandemic-induced financial panic.

Those purchases, a strategy known as "quantitative easing," were designed to lower yields on government bonds and increase the amount of cash available in the market in order to shore up the economy as well as the financial system. At its peak in 2022, the Fed's balance sheet swelled to nearly $9 trillion.

But through its "quantitative tightening" program, the central bank has reduced its balance sheet significantly. At the same time, the cash reserves that banks hold at the Fed have fallen to just above $3 trillion, from a recent peak of over $4 trillion.

By stopping the runoff of its balance sheet soon, the Fed is trying to ward off a redux of the cash crunch it unwittingly caused in 2019 by draining too many reserves from the financial system. Overnight lending rates soared, and the central bank was forced to intervene.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/29/business/fed-interest-rates-decision.html
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Erykah Badu Says Making Music Is a Sport. It's Game Time.

The singer and songwriter on her reign as one of music's most idiosyncratic and spiritual figures and where her creative impulses are headed next.

Video: 



By Jon Caramanica and Joe Coscarelli
Visuals by Jason Nocito



Oct 23, 2025 at 10:03 AM

For the past quarter century, the soul and R&B singer Erykah Badu has spent about eight months each year on the road performing.

"It's what I do, completely," Badu, 54, told Popcast, The New York Times' music show, in an interview last month. "And it completes me."

"I'm from the theater, so I feel very at home -- it's my therapy," she added. "I'm not wrong in that place, in front of that mic. I am accepted and applauded."

Yet for an artist of Badu's range and influence, she has released comparatively little music. Since her three-times platinum debut, "Baduizm," in 1997, and its beloved 2000 follow-up, "Mama's Gun," which helped to define the vaunted neo-soul movement, Badu has released just three more albums over the next 25 years, plus a 2015 phone-themed mixtape and a sprinkling of singles.

Instead, in addition to her near-constant touring, the singer has raised three children, experimented with acting and become a dedicated doula for both birth and death. "But when I have something to say," Badu said, "I write an album."




Her latest, "Abi & Alan," a full-length collaboration with the Alchemist, the hip-hop producer known for his omnivorous sampling, has been teased for months, though the pair has not announced a release date. Fittingly, they have debuted the music primarily onstage as Badu geared up for the "Mama's Gun" 25th anniversary tour that will take her through the end of the year.

"To me, it's a sport, the recording business," Badu said. "I do know when I have something to say, because it means I want to get in the game."

In a wide-ranging conversation on Popcast, she discussed why her trailblazing career took the shape that it did; her influence on many generations of rappers, including the famous fathers of her children; and her kinship with D'Angelo, who died soon after this interview, at 51.

Below are edited excerpts from the conversation, which can be watched or listened to in full here.


JOE COSCARELLI You were quite early, I think, in being a soul and R&B singer who fully embraced hip-hop.

ERYKAH BADU I really hate that I get categorized, because I don't think I do one thing. I certainly don't think there's one song that I've made that sounds like the other. I'm always in the specific moment of that music, and the drums come first. I love the idea of live instrumentation because I am a jazz artist. I love improvisation. I love to make a song, but I like to see how far we can take it live.

JON CARAMANICA In an old Vibe magazine interview, you were talking about your process of vocalizing and said, "I used to pretend that I was a horn."

BADU I played the clarinet in elementary school, and it has this really nasally kind of thing. And so does my voice. So I would just always imagine myself as a clarinet. I first was introduced to clarinet from "Popeye," the sailor cartoons. It had a real Benny Goodman kind of a thing going on there with the score. [Vocalizing] Skibble up de be bop, bop bop and then the horns.

CARAMANICA On "Baduizm" and your early work, you really hear the touch of the hand on the instrument, which was very striking in the mid-90s. When you were looking around at that time, did you even think about commercial ambitions or the broader question of where your album sat amid the glitz and glamour?

BADU Of course I thought about those things. And at the same time, I knew I had something that was not like anything else. I think I didn't know how quickly it would be understood and picked up. It was just a homemade thing.

COSCARELLI Then all of a sudden it's reaching millions and not only that, but you immediately find a community of like-minded musicians. D'Angelo was also dealing with the weight of comparison and the weight of history, especially because what you guys were doing at that time was seen as a corrective or a response to the sound and materialism of rap.

BADU I first met D'Angelo's music. I was working in a coffee shop in Dallas, Texas, called Grinders, and somebody was playing D'Angelo's new album, "Brown Sugar." I heard it, and it was just so refreshing to me because I was also working on music and really wanted to meet him.

The next month, I went to South by Southwest. I was passing out my demo and I guess I gave one of them to the right person, who was managing Mobb Deep. And she goes, "I have a friend that I'm gonna hand this to," and the friend was Kedar [Massenburg, a music executive and producer].

Kedar and I started to talk and then he goes, "Well, I manage D'Angelo." At that time, I really thought I was on the right path. I didn't have anyone to kill the dream. I just believed the things I believed and kept them to myself and they just began to happen, one thing after the other.

CARAMANICA Kismet.

BADU I opened for D'Angelo through Kedar in Dallas. We've been really good friends since then. In fact, when we first met Questlove, we met him the same day. It was 1996 or 1997 at the BET Awards in L.A. The Roots had a show, House of Blues, during that week. Goodie Mob opened for them, maybe the Fugees were the headliner. And D'Angelo and I went together and we both saw Ahmir [Questlove] at the same time and got the same thought: He was a human drum machine. He just kind of had quanticism in his chest. And I was looking over at D' hoping that he didn't think the same thing, because we both wanted it for ourselves.

COSCARELLI They had a little bromance and cut you out?

BADU They had a little bromance. It's fine. But we all kind of got together as a crew when we started working at Electric Lady here in New York, '99.

We all admired Ahmir so much that he was kind of like the godfather. We each worked on our albums separately. We each executive produced our own albums, but Ahmir's presence was very important to us -- his opinions, his advice. We all worked together and became a little family.

COSCARELLI You were working on "Mama's Gun," and D'Angelo was making "Voodoo." You were on these parallel paths of making follow-ups to huge debuts --

BADU It was the dawning of the digital age, where we were now using laptops and ... AOL? Is that right? We were sending music to each other through text message, through AOL.

COSCARELLI Like AOL Instant Messenger? The idea of you and D'Angelo IM-ing each other is a magical image.

BADU Yeah, everybody was in on it, you know? I had said, I'm never getting on this, because I don't want the government in my business. We were doing that and we just kind of talked about who we were and what we loved and who hurt our feelings.




COSCARELLI You have children with three rappers: the D.O.C., Andre 3000 and Jay Electronica. You've been an artist and had agency in your own work for so long, but do you ever think of your role as muse? So much great hip-hop has been made about you, including Outkast's "Ms. Jackson."

BADU I don't think "Ms. Jackson" was actually about me. I don't think so, but people say it.

COSCARELLI About your mother, then, more specifically.

BADU Well, she thinks it was about her. She's got the bumper sticker and the airbrush T-shirt.

COSCARELLI What does the bumper sticker say?

BADU Ms. Jackson! The T-shirt says "Sorry Ms. Jackson."

COSCARELLI But I can imagine how it might turn your mind upside down to think of yourself not as the artist, but the inspiration.

BADU I think I inspire many things, just the same way I was inspired when I was young. I think the reason I inspire things is because I am just either oblivious to rules or they don't really sway me. I'm not afraid of it, you know? I can be completely myself.

COSCARELLI And you allowed those men that freedom in their connections with you?

BADU I think what we have in common is that we were all on that path. Any person that I've come in contact with -- specifically the fathers of my amazing children -- I think that they were on that already. That's why we sympathetically vibrated together.

CARAMANICA What self-doubt did you have on the way to stardom?

BADU I didn't hear anything on the way to stardom. I started having self-doubt after I was more popular -- way after "Baduizm," way after "Mama's Gun" -- because people have opinions and those opinions, you know, they're a force.

COSCARELLI You didn't begin to feel self-doubt until more than a decade into your career?

BADU We didn't have social media. You don't get to hear all of those things, you don't even get to look back at yourself doing stuff. I'm a sensitive being. So I absorb so much. It's hard not to look at it and read it and think, am I?

COSCARELLI And yet other than your constant touring, one thing that's kept you fresh for many new generations is your online presence. Do you see social media as a marketing tactic or as a playground for your acting and comedic side?

BADU It's a playground that happens to also be a marketing tactic. I get on there and have fun. And it just so happens that it keeps me present in the business, as well.




COSCARELLI Does it ever get you in trouble?

BADU Not recently. I've learned who the audience is. But yes, it does give me trouble. There's an Erykah Badu problem.

COSCARELLI How would you describe the Erykah Badu problem?

BADU It's gonna be weird, but all I talk about is peace and love and forgiveness and kindness and somehow that makes me the center of hate. Because I didn't know what to say and when, maybe, at a certain point.

COSCARELLI You had a period where you were very interested in having public conversations about radical empathy for people who had been considered cultural villains: Bill Cosby, R. Kelly, Louis Farrakhan. And you were speaking openly, and seemingly from the heart, about this idea that hurt people hurt people.

BADU But I quickly learned that people don't like their hate interrupted. And I knew that wasn't the right audience for that type of conversation. Unless you want to debate. Or to be hated.

COSCARELLI How has your thinking on that subject changed or evolved now that a cultural and political shift has happened against the idea of "woke," which you had a role in popularizing as a concept?

BADU People have become more and more and more angry and opinionated and offended. My friend James calls them the offendocracy. People who are waiting to jump out the bushes: Ha! Caught you saying this or that.

CARAMANICA On all sides?

BADU On all sides. I don't feel strongly about anything that would lead me to damaging the gift that I've been given.

COSCARELLI Your career?

BADU Yeah. Not on social media -- that's not the place. But there are places that I can make a difference, and I do.

CARAMANICA Do you think, in the abstract, we as a society are not empathetic enough?

BADU I think everybody is as empathetic as they should be. It's not a race. Everybody doesn't have to have the same amount of empathy at the same time. And if it's true empathy, that means you've learned something. So I don't think everyone should have to be measured by the same rule. I know my audience: trees, birds, wind, rain. And I feel very comfortable and happy speaking my words and my truth in that direction.
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The Candy Cane Park Murder Was Almost Solved. But Then ...

An unlikely twist in the investigation of a killing in 1983 that still haunts a small town in Oregon.

Video: 



By Emma Goldberg
Reporting from La Grande, Ore.


Oct 28, 2025 at 09:00 AM

Ghost stories can cast long shadows in a small town. Locals forget exactly why a certain area once seemed so foreboding, but the old fears linger, dredged up by neighbors and repeated by children who have only a hazy sense of the details.

Residents of La Grande, in eastern Oregon, know this all too well. They're still haunted by a homicide that happened 42 years ago, known as the Candy Cane Park killing.

A cast of regulars was drinking one Saturday night in February 1983 at a dive called My Wife's Place. La Grande was -- still is -- a place where everybody knows everybody, nobody is ever too far from a cousin or a classmate, so people at the bar that night had history. Romances, breakups, feuds. Two of them flirted and then squabbled. Around 3 a.m., after a quick stop at another nearby bar, the patrons made their way home.

A few hours later, around daybreak, the body of the bartender at My Wife's Place, Dana DuMars, a bespectacled 21-year-old, was found in Candy Cane Park. She had been struck with a hatchet seven times.

The law enforcement investigation was flush with strange turns. The police interrogated one suspect and persuaded him he had magical powers, including by shining a light on his hands and suggesting the glow was caused by blood. The interrogating officer threw a card with Miranda rights written on it into the wastepaper basket. The suspect confessed. Three years later, the conviction was overturned.

For the next 42 years, local detectives picked up the case occasionally, but it remained unsolved, an object of nagging concern and fascination among locals.

Candy Cane Park, named for its red-and-white-striped swing set, was covered in "a decade-old veil of darkness," an article in The La Grande Observer said in 1992. In the early 2000s, the town removed the merry-go-round from the park's playground -- partly because residents reported seeing ghosts spinning it violently, according to local lore.

The striped swing set that gives Candy Cane Park its name. Loren Elliott for The New York Times


The La Grande Observer re-examined the case of Dana DuMars in 2015.  Loren Elliott for The New York Times


"A wavering fragment of weirdness does linger," the newspaper noted in 2015, revisiting the case.

Today, some kids still grow up hearing from their parents that they should avoid playing in the park.

"It was so out of our ordinary, and what you count on in a small town is kids being able to walk home from school," said Tammy Jane Greenwell, 57, who was a student at La Grande High School, less than a mile from Candy Cane Park, when the murder happened. She remembers changing her route home from school to avoid passing the park. "I don't think you go to that park as a member of our generation and it doesn't cross your mind," she said.

Mike Harris, an investigator for the district attorney's office, is pretty sure he knows who committed the crime. He has spent years examining evidence and reconstructing the events of the hours around the murder. He has corresponded with Ms. DuMars's daughter, who was surprised to hear the case might be solved.

But this April, something shifted. He was abruptly ordered to stop looking for clues in the Candy Cane Park killing.

The investigation, Mr. Harris said in an interview, is "dead in the water."

Box of Evidence

Kelsie McDaniel and Mike Harris with materials relating to the Candy Cane Park case. Loren Elliott for The New York Times


The Union County district attorney, Kelsie McDaniel, is a registered independent whose office sofa has a Ruth Bader Ginsburg pillow nestled against a pillow with the flag of the so-called thin blue line, signaling support for law enforcement. She is ambitious about what a rural, small town district attorney's office ought to do for its community. She calls her approach to the law "smart prosecution," a balance between focusing on services -- she started a mental health program for people involved with the local court -- and accountability, prosecuting drug trafficking cases and homicides.

Federal grants have allowed Ms. McDaniel to view her agenda more expansively. With a grant of $148,833 from the Justice Department's rural violent crime reduction initiative, given in 2023, she was able to hire her office's first investigator. She chose Mr. Harris, who had worked across the street at the police department.

Mr. Harris, a laconic 54-year-old originally from Eureka, Calif., grew up in a family of law enforcement officers. His cousin was a sheriff and his uncle a road patrol deputy. When Mr. Harris reached his 30s, after years of working on ranches tending horses, he decided it was time for a more stable line of work. He became a reserve officer for the police department in Myrtle Creek, a small town in western Oregon.

When a full-time position opened in Baker City, he moved across the state, and in 2010 followed the police chief to La Grande. He liked that the town was tight-knit and slow-paced, home mostly to loggers, lumber mill workers, farmers and students at Eastern Oregon University.

Mike Harris moved to La Grande in 2010. Loren Elliott for The New York Times


Ms. McDaniel calls her approach to the law "smart prosecution," a balance between focusing on services and accountability. Loren Elliott for The New York Times


The adrenaline attracted Mr. Harris to police work -- the car chases, the gnawing uncertainty in a late-night shift. But over time, he realized that investigations satisfied him most. He loved the methodical process of reading court transcripts, and the "aha" moments when names and addresses and stray statements coalesced into a narrative. From the time he arrived in La Grande, one case in particular weighed on him: the Candy Cane Park killing.

"Why didn't somebody figure this out sooner?" Mr. Harris recalled thinking. "People were around then, they remember it, they want answers."

He was working for the La Grande Police Department around 2018 when a taxi driver named Patty Stroud died. Ms. Stroud, then 63, was acid-tongued, a keen dart player and a longtime resident of the area.

She also happened to be at the bar the night of the killing.

So Ms. Stroud's death meant something urgent to the La Grande Police Department: a potential lead on the case of Candy Cane Park. The sergeant who first learned of her death called Mr. Harris. Mr. Harris wrote a search warrant for Ms. Stroud's DNA, which was collected before she was cremated.

Ms. Stroud's granddaughter did not respond to requests for comment.

Mr. Harris was still collecting evidence for the case years later when he joined the district attorney's office. The new job first required him to jump into investigating fentanyl overdoses and gathering evidence for prosecuting cases of child and sexual abuse. He met with victims of domestic violence to make sure their restraining orders weren't being violated. And whenever he could, he dug back into cold cases, especially Candy Cane Park.

The rusty hatchet believed to be the weapon used in the killing of Ms. DuMars. (The other hatchet was found during the investigation but determined not to be connected with the crime.) Loren Elliott for The New York Times


Bart Cochran's conviction was overturned.  Loren Elliott for The New York Times


Mr. Harris put together binders of documents to make sense of the case. He read more than 8,000 pages of police reports, diary entries and newspaper clippings.

He learned that on the night of the killing, Ms. Stroud and the man initially convicted, Bart Cochran, had an argument at the bar. Ms. Stroud had offered to drive a friend home around 3 a.m., but her pickup broke down on the way. She ended up walking, crossing past Candy Cane Park, where she spotted Ms. DuMars.

Ms. Stroud and Ms. DuMars had a turbulent history, according to Mr. Harris. Ms. DuMars had an ex-boyfriend who stopped by the bar that night, and who was described by friends as having violent tendencies. The former boyfriend had told Ms. DuMars he would kill her if she became romantically involved with his brother, according to Mr. Harris's research. Ms. DuMars did just that, the investigator found.

Mr. Harris collected these strands of information, spreading papers across the corner of the office that he called his war room. At one point, he learned that a misplaced box of evidence had turned up in a locker at the police department.

When Mr. Harris sifted through the box, wearing latex gloves, he saw Ms. DuMars's shoes in a brown paper bag, along with her ear muffs and maroon pantyhose. He found a rape kit and an envelope with the contents of her stomach from that night. He also found the hatchet, rusty and resting on Styrofoam in a box wrapped in red tape. Some of the evidence, he said, had been passed around among officers who weren't wearing gloves.

That was only one part of the case's mismanagement. Documents from the initial interrogation reveal that an officer tried to hypnotize Mr. Cochran into believing he had a "gift," and could use it to intuit information about events he hadn't observed.

Ms. McDaniel examining negatives from images that were shot as evidence.  Loren Elliott for The New York Times


More evidence collected during the investigation, including Dana DuMars's glasses.  Loren Elliott for The New York Times


"I hope it gets solved," said Mr. Cochran, who still lives in La Grande. "That's all I've got to say."

Mr. Harris is infuriated by what he considers the shoddiness of that original investigation.

"The theory we operate on in investigations is to make sure your theory fits the facts," he said. "Don't make your facts fit the theory -- which is basically what they did, in fixating on Mr. Cochran.

"The hatchet was found and they picked it up and passed it around -- what are you thinking? They had rubber gloves in 1983. It was too late for Dana, but she's got a family that deserves answers."

He has tried to interview everyone who knew Ms. DuMars and those who were at the bar that February night in 1983. He sent off fingernail clippings from the crime scene, found in the evidence box, for DNA testing. (Once those results come back, he intends to send off Ms. Stroud's DNA.)

Over time, while reading through his binders, something clicked. He settled on two potential suspects. It's possible that one or the other did it, though Mr. Harris is "pretty sure they both were aware what was going to happen."

But then he had to stop investigating.

Case Closed, for Now

For some locals, eeriness persists at Candy Cane Park.  Loren Elliott for The New York Times


On April 23, Mr. Harris was about to leave to visit his grandchildren in Wyoming when the district attorney's office received an email from the Justice Department. It informed Ms. McDaniel that, as of April 22, her office had lost the funding that supported Mr. Harris's position.

The Union County district attorney's office, about 2,500 miles away from Washington, D.C., had become perhaps the most unlikely casualty of the Trump administration's sweeping budget cuts last spring.

Major national and international programs were eliminated, affecting health and humanitarian aid, climate research, the arts and the State and Justice Departments. Somewhere in there was Mr. Harris's job, and his investigation into the Candy Cane Park killing.

"You've got to be kidding me," Ms. McDaniel recalled thinking at the time.

"It seemed really like a backhand slap to us," she said. She kept asking her staff, "Does Mike still work here?"

When Mr. Harris returned to the office after his trip, he texted his colleague: "Do I still have a job?" (The office moved him to a different role, which doesn't allow him to do investigations.)

The Justice Department's cuts in April to local law enforcement support added up to some 373 grants totaling hundreds of millions of dollars. In a rural community like La Grande, and in an office of about 10 people like Ms. McDaniel's, the cuts landed like heavy blows.

"The grant that I was working under was very specifically a rural violent crime grant," Mr. Harris said. "We're pretty rural and murder is pretty violent."

The Candy Cane Park investigation was a small part of the work that Ms. McDaniel's office did. But it had a strangely personal resonance for Ms. McDaniel and Mr. Harris. After nearly half a century, people in the community want closure. Their wait will continue.

But Mr. Harris hasn't given up entirely.

"When I sink my teeth into something, I don't let go," he said. 

He and Ms. McDaniel recently learned about a Justice Department grant for cold cases. They intend to apply. Ms. McDaniel called their nearby crime lab asking about the DNA test from the Candy Cane Park-related evidence sent years ago, hoping that if those results come through, it might bolster their chances of getting new funding.

"This case is very solvable," Mr. Harris said recently. "It's a matter of getting the stars aligned."

Susan C. Beachy and Kitty Bennett contributed research.
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News Analysis


Behind the Dismantling of the C.D.C.: Reform or 'Humiliation'?

The agency has lost a third of its work force this year. The Trump administration maintains that the losses are necessary, but critics say that there is no real plan, only animosity.

Dr. Debra Houry, the C.D.C.'s chief medical officer, was greeted by a crowd of former employees and supporters as she left the agency after resigning in protest in August. Nicole Craine for The New York Times



By Apoorva Mandavilli
Apoorva Mandavilli closely covered the pandemic and the response by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.


Oct 27, 2025 at 06:00 PM

Months before Robert F. Kennedy Jr. became health secretary, officials at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention began preparing for his arrival.

Dr. Debra Houry, who was then the agency's chief medical officer, read three books by Mr. Kennedy, as well as another by the current nominee for surgeon general, Dr. Casey Means, an ally of Mr. Kennedy.

Dr. Houry plowed through the Project 2025 blueprint and another report by the conservative American Enterprise Institute, in addition to reviewing the America First agenda. She guided directors of the C.D.C. centers as they prepared detailed briefs on Mr. Kennedy's concerns, such as access to vaccine safety data and separating the measles vaccine from those for mumps and rubella.

Her first meeting with the Trump transition team, on Dec. 20, seemed cordial enough, and she allowed herself to hope that agency might even fare well. It has not.

In January, the C.D.C. was bruised but still the world's leading public health agency, in the eyes of most experts. But within two weeks of Mr. Kennedy's arrival in mid-February, his team had asked C.D.C. officials to end a flu vaccination campaign, pushed them to tout vitamin A as a supplementary treatment for measles, and postponed a meeting of the agency's vaccine advisers.

Over the next eight months, the C.D.C. lost roughly a third of its staff, including about 3,000 employees through voluntary or involuntary separation, and another 1,300 who were placed on administrative leave.

Mr. Kennedy dismissed the C.D.C. vaccine advisers and replaced them with people with comparatively little expertise, many of whom had expressed skepticism of childhood immunizations.

In August, Mr. Kennedy fired the agency's director, who had been in the role for less than a month, for refusing to sign off on his anti-vaccine agenda. Dr. Houry and other agency leaders resigned in protest.

Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the health secretary, in April. Pete Kiehart for The New York Times


During the pandemic, the C.D.C. itself recognized that reforms were needed. The agency wrestled with slow and inefficient decision-making, with large departments operating in silos.

But the administration's assault this year has stemmed less from a desire to remedy those defects than from a deep animus born during the pandemic, several current and former agency officials and public health experts said in interviews.

"If in February or March, the secretary had come out with a 50-point plan to reform and modernize the C.D.C., then we could be quibbling with the strategy," said Dr. Nirav Shah, who resigned in February as the agency's principal deputy director.

But "what is eminently clear," he said, "is that there is no grand overarching strategy."

For critics of the C.D.C., the changes have arrived not a moment too soon. The agency had long been bloated and incompetent, Mr. Kennedy and conservative critics have said, and failed to preserve America's health not just during the pandemic, but in the decades leading up to it.

"Secretary Kennedy is the first H.H.S. leader to recognize that the C.D.C. was failing in its core mission," Emily Hilliard, a spokeswoman for the department, said in a statement.

The C.D.C., she added, had "drifted into politics, duplicated other agencies' work and lost the public's trust.

"He is replacing leaders who resisted reform, tightening conflict-of-interest rules and restoring gold-standard science as the basis for every recommendation," the statement continued.

In March, Mr. Kennedy initiated a reorganization of the Department of Health and Human Services that echoed ideas circulating in conservative circles.

It included shifting many of the C.D.C.'s functions to a new entity called the Administration for a Healthy America, which would operate directly under his supervision. The idea was to shrink the C.D.C., focusing it more narrowly on threats posed by communicable diseases.

Months later, it remains unclear how that office will be funded or what form it might take. As a result, many of the functions the C.D.C. once performed -- including injury research and violence prevention -- are now up in the air.

Moreover, the administration's execution of the plan has been blunt and poorly considered, critics say.

Last weekend, for example, it notified nearly 1,000 C.D.C. workers -- many of whom were already furloughed because of the shutdown -- that they would be laid off, only to discover barely a day later that hundreds had been dismissed in error and would need to be called back.

"All I see right now is wreckage and short-term gain at the expense of long-term health," said Katelyn Jetelina, a public health expert and the author of the widely read newsletter "Your Local Epidemiologist."

"One of the biggest questions in my head is, how small is too small until the system collapses?" she added. "That's really scary when people's health is on the line."

C.D.C. supporters outside the agency headquarters in March. Melissa Golden for The New York Times


What the administration is doing now is more like revenge than renewal, said Dr. Shah, who led Maine's public health agency during the pandemic.

For years, the C.D.C. has borne the brunt of anger about Covid-19 policies, including lockdowns, school closings, and mandates for masks and vaccines.

"What they want to do is humiliate the C.D.C. in the same way that they felt humiliated by it during Covid, because of those affronts to autonomy," Dr. Shah said.

Public health initiatives are generally enacted at the state level. Administration officials have not queried state health officials as to what they would like to see happen at the C.D.C., said Dr. Scott Harris, the state health officer at the Alabama Department of Public Health.

Some state officials are now worried about cuts to not only the agency's funding but its experts, both of which they rely on heavily.

"If you want to figure out how to improve C.D.C., and you want to figure out how to improve public health delivery in the country, please consult the people who are actually doing it," Dr. Harris said. "But no one is asking states.

"Any change you're going to make to this one agency in the city of Atlanta is going to affect every single American, in every single state and territory," he added.

The C.D.C.'s role is to analyze the data, make recommendations and advise states on how best to help their residents, said Dr. Anne Zink, who served as Alaska's chief medical officer during the pandemic.

But amid the emergency, agency officials may have taken too strong a stance on public health, promoting it at the expense of personal liberties, she said.

"I think that they honestly usurped too much of the voice of what is happening within public health," she said.

She added that states should take more ownership of public health decisions, and that the C.D.C. should function primarily as their consultant.

Agency officials have said that they did their best with evolving evidence amid a crisis, delivering recommendations as quickly as possible on when to test, how long to isolate and how often to be vaccinated.

Dr. Anne Zink, Alaska's chief medical officer during the pandemic. "I think that they honestly usurped too much of the voice of what is happening within public health," she said. Ash Adams for The New York Times


But on at least some occasions, there was enough time to involve others and to have "a public discussion about the issues and the trade-offs," said Dr. Joshua Sharfstein, a health policy expert at Johns Hopkins University. (Dr. Sharfstein is listed as an adviser to the C.D.C. director, but he has not been called on since the beginning of the year.)

But the C.D.C. makes recommendations only after consulting with state and local health departments, said Dr. Harris, the Alabama health official. If the agency was too muscular in its recommendations, it was because the states demanded it.

"In a small state like ours, we absolutely do not have the subject matter expertise or the resources to figure out all these issues on our own," he said.

If states disagree with the C.D.C., they are free to vary their policies, as some did during the pandemic.

"None of us are authoritatively under the control of C.D.C.," Dr. Harris said.

In any event, the agency had already embarked on substantive reforms before the arrival of the Trump administration.

Dr. Mandy Cohen, who led the C.D.C. in the second half of the Biden administration, brought in outside experts, streamlined operations and tried to dissolve the silos. The efforts were paying off, she said: "We were rebuilding trust across the aisle."

She had hoped that before coming in with a sledgehammer, the Trump administration would consider the reforms already underway. It did not work out that way.

At the behest of the Trump administration's political appointees, each C.D.C. center planned for cuts of 10, 20 or 30 percent to their staff. But the reductions in force, when they came, took none of those plans into account.

Dr. Mandy Cohen, the C.D.C. director during the second half of the Biden administration, during a 2023 hearing. "We were rebuilding trust across the aisle," she said. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


The most substantial round of layoffs in April eliminated about a quarter of the agency's staff. The losses could have been even more severe, but Dr. Houry was able to salvage some positions.

Dr. Houry said she was shocked that the departments to be gutted were devoted to the priorities that Mr. Kennedy had outlined in his books and speeches. He has repeatedly emphasized chronic disease prevention, for example, but he eliminated a unit dedicated to reducing smoking, a leading cause of chronic disease.

Mr. Kennedy has often complained about alleged conflicts of interest at the C.D.C. But the ethics office that vets those issues was a casualty of the latest round of layoffs. Mr. Kennedy has also made sharp cuts to the center that collects data on diseases that he often cites in diagnosing the factors that are making America ill.

Each round of layoffs has been accompanied by widespread confusion, with hundreds of workers brought back each time after being fired in error.

Had the changes been handled differently, many employees would have supported reforms at the agency, said Yolanda Jacobs, the president of Local AFGE 2883, which represents about 2,500 workers at the C.D.C.

Instead, they have been wounded by what they see as the administration's attempts to vilify them, she said: "It was like, 'These are horrible people, they all need to be eliminated.'"

In the latest round of layoffs at the agency earlier this month, the administration initially fired experts working on measles and Ebola outbreaks, then brought back about half of those affected. Details of what exactly has been lost are still trickling in.

Some experts worry that it will take a catastrophic event, like a deadly epidemic, for people to realize the C.D.C.'s importance. The agency has been thinned out so much, and in such a haphazard way, that it cannot succeed, they say.

"It is absolutely going to fail, and it's going to fail in a way that will follow the fault lines of prior disparities," said Dr. Demetre Daskalakis, who led the agency's respiratory disease center before resigning in August.

"This is going to be a thing that we're going to have to dig out of for a decade."
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Style Outside


Luscious Hair at Any Length

Short and long, bouncy and braided, hairstyles with body stood out at recent fashion weeks.




Photographs and Text by Simbarashe Cha
Simbarashe Cha wrote the text and made these photographs for Style Outside, a visual column that explores street style around the world.


Oct 25, 2025 at 10:00 AM

If there was a strand connecting the best hairstyles at recent fashion weeks in New York, London, Milan and Paris, it might have been how many, whether long or short, had volume and looked easy, even if they were anything but.

In shorter styles, volume was evident in tight overflowing curls, big ringlets that bounced with the nod of a head and heavy bangs that consumed eyebrows, along with some ears. Lengthier styles were crimped, wavy and braided, with some in vivid colors that seemed both natural and like the handiwork of a good salon.

Other long styles had so much body that some whispered about them for a different reason: extensions.

Long waves echoed the kinks in a pleated skirt.


Black attire brought out the darker shades of coppery locks.

Ombre copper hair played well with the gradient stripes of a shirt.


Camouflaged in blunt bangs and a buttoned-up coat.


Flyaway wisps and bright eyes lightened heavy bangs.


Hair jewelry and a brocade coat delivered a one-two punch of opulence.


Loose braids as a ponytail.

Tight braids as pigtails.


A braid that whipped in the wind.


Floor-length braids that swished like a beaded curtain.


Vibrant braids with the weave of marled knitwear.

Twists and curls complemented a textural sweater.


Curls ranging in color, from blond to red to brown.

Soft hair balanced the sharp lines of layered patterns.


A lively pairing of bouncy Afro and flouncy skirt.


Channeling academia in a sweater vest and a full beard.

Dark curls that seemed as light as air.


Blond ringlets lit up at sundown.


Curls with the flavor of milk chocolate.

Dark chocolate curls.


A cut somewhere between pixie and flapper.


A bowl cut that stood out in a crowd.


Thom Browne models wore micro bobs with their ensembles of unusual proportions.


Flared edges gave a bob retro flair.


A simple side-part that looked sleek.


Side-parted hair made more romantic by its wavy flow.

An alluring mix of wispy strands and frayed fabric.


Buttery bangs with a slight swoop.

Bubble gum bangs with a dramatic whorl.


Light hair and dark, with fur outerwear to match.


An icy-blond mane framed a cool stare.

Tousled tresses finished a considered look with a thrown-together vibe.
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U.S. Says It Will Cut Troops in Eastern Europe

About 700 troops are expected to be withdrawn as Trump administration officials shift resources to the Indo-Pacific region.

U.S. troops participating in a training exercise in Frecatei, Romania, in June. Daniel Mihailescu/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Lynsey Chutel



Oct 29, 2025 at 03:00 PM

The United States will reduce the number of troops it has deployed to Eastern Europe, where NATO allies have sought to fortify their response to Russian aggression, U.S. and Romanian officials said on Wednesday.

The Pentagon is bringing home around 700 troops with the 101st Airborne Division who were deployed in Germany, Romania and Poland -- NATO's so-called Eastern Flank, U.S. military officials said, as Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth looks to shift some of the American military's focus toward domestic security, Latin America and Asia.

The U.S. Army command in Europe said in a statement that the 2nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team will not be replaced after its scheduled rotation out of Eastern Europe, but sought to play down any sign of a shrinking U.S. commitment to the continent.

"This is not an American withdrawal from Europe or a signal of lessened commitment to NATO," the statement said, adding that the shift "will not change the security environment in Europe."

The announcement drew a highly unusual condemnation from the Republican heads of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees, Senator Roger Wicker of Mississippi and Representative Mike Rogers of Alabama, who said that the decision jeopardized the U.S. relationship with key allies in Europe. They also said it undermined President Trump's recent bid to punish President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia for refusing to agree to a cease-fire in Ukraine.

"This decision also sends the wrong signal to Russia at the very moment President Trump is applying pressure to force Vladimir Putin to come to the table to achieve a lasting peace in Ukraine," the lawmakers said in a joint statement. They added that Congress was not consulted about the move.

"If you have to say it's not 'a signal of lessened commitment,' then it probably is," Mitch McConnell, the former Senate Republican leader, said responding to the U.S. Army's statement. "Retreating from Europe doesn't advance deterrence in the Indo-Pacific, because Russia and China are working together to undermine us."

About 84,000 U.S. troops were stationed in Europe as of earlier this year, according to a Council on Foreign Relations estimate. The total fluctuates based on rotations and military exercises. About 1,000 troops in Romania will stay on, Romania's defense minister, Ionut Mosteanu, said at a news briefing in Bucharest.

A NATO official said that even with the withdrawal, the U.S. military has more forces in Europe than it did before Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022. There was a surge in American troops to Europe in the immediate weeks after Russia invaded, with the Pentagon sending resources to reinforce NATO's Eastern Flank.

But the Trump administration has wobbled on support for Ukraine, and Mr. Hegseth has indicated that he wants to bring home most, if not all, of the troops who were sent to help European allies after Russia's invasion, defense officials said.

Mr. Mosteanu said that Romanian officials had not been surprised by the decision and that Mr. Hegseth and other U.S. officials had repeatedly conveyed to European allies that the United States would shift its focus.

European officials have sought for months to shore up their security commitments and deterrents to Russia after the Trump administration de-emphasized U.S. protection for Europe. Mr. Trump has demanded that NATO reduce its reliance on the United States, successfully pushing other member nations to pledge to increase their military spending.

Still, the United States will continue to maintain significant troop presences in Eastern Europe. In Poland, where about 14,000 U.S. troops are stationed, the defense ministry said it had not received a similar notice from Washington.

American officials had repeatedly assured Warsaw that it would maintain, and possibly increase, its military presence in Poland, Wladyslaw Kosiniak-Kamysz, Poland's minister of national defense, told reporters.

"Poland and the United States are each other's strong allies," Mr. Kosiniak-Kamysz said. Mr. Trump has warmed to Poland's recently elected right-wing president, Karol Nawrocki, hosting him last month at the White House.

The Pentagon's decision to push ahead with the withdrawal without consulting congressional Republicans who have oversight authority of the Defense Department signaled a wider disagreement about where to focus American military resources. Though European allies said they had anticipated a shift, the two Republican lawmakers argued that such significant changes should have been undertaken in tandem with a wider group of NATO allies and American officials.

The removal of a U.S. brigade from Romania, an ally that has not only heeded Mr. Trump's call for increased military spending but also hosts a U.S. missile defense system, sent the wrong signal to the Kremlin, the lawmakers said.

"Pulling back U.S. forces from NATO's Eastern flank prematurely, and just weeks after Russian drones violated Romanian airspace, undermines deterrence and risks inviting further Russian aggression," Mr. Wicker and Mr. Rogers said in their statement.

In Romania, the United States will pull American troops from the Mihail Kogalniceanu Air Base. In the country's southeast, the base sits across the Black Sea from where Russia has stockpiled weapons in Crimea. Just two years ago, the deployment of the U.S. Army's 101st Airborne Division to the same base was widely viewed as a signal of deterrence to the Kremlin.

Helene Cooper, Monika Cvorak, Anatol Magdziarz, Robert Jimison and Eric Schmitt contributed reporting.
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Radio Free Asia Will Halt News Operations Amid Shutdown

Until this month, Radio Free Asia had successfully resisted Trump officials who had tried to render it obsolete.

Radio Free Asia will shut down its news operations on Thursday for the first time since its founding in 1996. Reuters



By Minho Kim
Reporting from Washington


Oct 29, 2025 at 11:30 AM

Radio Free Asia, one of four federally funded news organizations the Trump administration has aimed to close, will shut down its news operations on Friday for the first time since its founding in 1996, removing one of the few independent journalism outlets in Asian countries with limited press freedoms.

On Friday, the organization will start laying off dozens of its remaining journalists, close its regional offices in large Asian cities like Istanbul and Yangon, Myanmar, and halt language services targeting China, Vietnam, North Korea, Myanmar and Cambodia.

The news group's expected closure can be attributed to the Trump administration's broad efforts to cut federal funding, and to the government shutdown, which is entering its fifth week. Though it will still exist as a shell of its former self, it is unclear if or when Radio Free Asia will resume its news operations, even after the government reopens.

"Instead of passing a new budget or a new appropriation of any variety, the government shut down," said Cameron Lang, the associate general counsel at Radio Free Asia. "So there's no money coming through."

Until this month, Radio Free Asia and other federally funded newsrooms had successfully resisted attempts from Trump officials to render them obsolete, after President Trump signed an executive order requiring the closure of their oversight agency, the U.S. Agency for Global Media.

Courts have issued rulings ordering the administration to disburse funding Congress had allotted for the most recent fiscal year for Radio Free Asia and two other private, nonprofit news groups that depend on federal dollars. Those organizations had to make steep cuts to their programming and staffing, but they kept some news services in local languages for listeners in countries with repressive governments.

But with its funding nearly exhausted, Radio Free Asia will become the second federally funded newsroom to halt news operations, after Voice of America. As a federal agency, V.O.A. stopped all news production after the shutdown began, even though it operated during past lapses in federal funding, when it was designated as essential to national security.

Critics of the administration's efforts to shutter federally funded news groups have warned that ceasing their news broadcasts would cede ground to Russian and Chinese propaganda networks that have moved aggressively to fill the vacuum.

The two U.S. adversaries each spend billions of dollars a year to disseminate content favorable to their governments, including disinformation, according to a recent State Department assessment. The U.S.-funded newsrooms received around $850 million in 2024.

Radio Free Asia has garnered widespread recognition, including awards for reporting on China's human rights abuses of Uyghurs, widespread resistance in Myanmar against the military junta that staged a coup against a democratic government in 2021, and the perilous journey that North Koreans have risked taking to escape their country.

The White House did not respond to a request for comment.

Before the Trump administration put its funding in jeopardy, Radio Free Asia reached nearly 60 million people every week in nine languages. Voice of America had a weekly audience of 360 million, broadcasting in 49 languages.

The two other private, nonprofit news groups, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty and Middle East Broadcasting Networks, are still producing news content using the funding they received from the previous fiscal year. But they have also been forced to conduct layoffs and reduce news coverage.

The website of Middle East Broadcasting Networks counted a drop in visitors, from eight million a month to fewer than 300,000, according to internal metrics provided by the network.

A bill that would keep the government funded largely at the previous year's spending levels would, in theory, provide funding for Radio Free Asia and other nonprofit news groups. But the Trump administration can again move to cut funding, as courts only barred it from doing so in the previous fiscal year.

In April, Judge Royce C. Lamberth of the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia prohibited the administration from terminating funding to Radio Free Asia and the two other nonprofit news groups. 

According to court filings, the administration wanted to unilaterally pause funds for Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, which has the same funding structure as Radio Free Asia, and shut down parts of its programming, moves that Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty argued were forbidden by Congress to ensure journalistic integrity.
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10 Accused of Cyberbullying France's First Lady Stand Trial. Here's What to Know.

Brigitte Macron filed a criminal complaint in Paris after claims about her gender and her relationship with President Emmanuel Macron went viral. The accused deny wrongdoing.

Brigitte Macron, with her husband, President Emmanuel Macron of France, at the Elysee Palace in Paris this month. Magali Cohen/Hans Luca, via Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Segolene Le Stradic
Reporting from Paris


Oct 28, 2025 at 06:37 PM

The relationship of President Emmanuel Macron of France and his wife, Brigitte, has long been subjected to intense scrutiny. Now, 10 people accused of online harassment of the first lady are on trial in Paris, charged with spreading false claims about their marriage and her gender.

Ms. Macron, 72, filed a complaint last year after messages and photos spread on social media suggesting that she was a transgender woman who was born a man called Jean-Michel Trogneux, the name of her older brother.

The claims gained traction in the United States last year, after Candace Owens, an American right-wing podcaster with a large social media following, repeated them. In July, the Macrons filed a separate defamation suit against Ms. Owens in Delaware.

The trial of the eight men and two women accused of spreading "malicious comments" about Ms. Macron began this week. The office of the Paris prosecutor said that some of the comments portrayed the 24-year age difference between her and the president as "pedophilia."

The defendants played down their role, saying that they had small social media followings and that they were participating in a legitimate public debate or being satirical.

Ms. Macron has not appeared at the trial. But she told the police that the online comments were "hateful," and that they had had a devastating effect on her grandchildren, according to a statement read out in court on Monday.

On Tuesday, Ms. Macron's youngest daughter, Tiphaine Auziere, testified in court that she had seen a change in her mother in the wake of the claims. The first lady is now forced to pay close attention to the way she dresses and poses in public, Ms. Auziere said, because "she knows her image can be distorted to promote lies and fallacious theories."

"Not a week goes by without someone talking to her about it," she said. "As a girl, a woman and a mother, I wouldn't wish what she's going through on anyone."

Here's what to know about the case.

What's behind the legal fight?

Mr. Macron and his wife first met when he was 15 and she was a teacher at his secondary school in Amiens, in the north of France, and married with three children.

In 2021, Delphine Jegousse, a self-described psychic, published a video in which some of the claims about Ms. Macron were first made. A year later, Ms. Macron and her brother sued Ms. Jegousse and Nathalie Rey, another woman featured in the video.

In 2024, the women were found guilty of slander. But in July, a court overturned that decision on appeal and ruled that the false claims had been made in "good faith." Ms. Macron and her brother have appealed the decision to France's highest court.

Though Ms. Macron and her husband have decided to take legal action in France and the United States, they have rarely commented on the claims in public.

In January 2022, Ms. Macron said in a French radio interview: "At some point I realized that they were changing my genealogy." If she did not respond in the courts, she said, her efforts to push back against harassment against children would be tarnished.

Last year, during a ceremony to celebrate the decision to enshrine access to abortion in the French Constitution, the president told reporters that those propagating claims about his wife's identity were "nutters."

"The worst thing is false information and fabricated scenarios, with people who end up believing them and disrupting your life, including your privacy," he said.

In an interview with the police in December 2024, Ms. Macron said: "I think they're using me to get to him, that's how I feel. I have never been abroad without someone mentioning it to me. There is not a single spouse of a head of state who is not aware of it."

"All these allegations have had a strong impact" on those closest to her, she said in the police interview, which was read out in court on Monday.

How are the accused defending themselves?

On the first day of the trial, the defendants who testified said that their role was minor in spreading the information, given that they do not have large social media followings. They said they had meant no harm.

They also insisted that the conjecture over Ms. Macron's identity and the nature of the couple's relationship was legitimate, because they are public figures. Most of their posts on social media were reposts of information published by others, such as Ms. Owens, and were intended to be sarcastic, they said.

"It's a joke, it's funny," said Jerome Claverie, a 53-year-old man from southern France who works in finance of his social media posts. "Do you need a certificate or diploma to make jokes in France?"

He said: "There is something weird in this story, I'm allowed to have questions."

Another defendant, Jerome Amiot, a 49-year-old tech worker, said he did not understand why he was in court. "Today you can send people to court for a few tweets," he said. "It's scary."

He said the Macrons could have killed the story by presenting evidence to refute the claims.

Last month, Tom Clare, the lawyer representing the Macrons in the United States, told the BBC that his clients would be willing to present scientific evidence that Ms. Macron was a woman in their case against Ms. Owens.

Another defendant in the French case, Jean-Christophe Denoual, a 54-year-old physical education teacher, said that he was "stunned to read that Ms. Macron may have suffered from my tweets," but that the trial felt "disproportionate."

"Of course I apologize if I caused her any harm, I regret it," he said.

In his closing arguments, the prosecutor singled out three defendants who had large social media followings, saying that they should be subjected to harsher punishment: Ms. Jegousse, 51; a former publicist turned novelist named Aurelien Poirson-Atlan, 41, who posted on social media under a pseudonym and had tens of thousands of followers before the account was disabled; and Bertrand Scholler, 56, the owner of an art gallery in Paris. They all denied wrongdoing.

Mr. Poirson-Atlan and Mr. Scholler warned that the case could set a dangerous precedent. "We live in a country where up until recently we had a right to demonstrate freely," said Mr. Scholler. "How far is this going to go?"

What happens next?

The court in Paris will have to determine if messages posted online by the accused caused a deterioration of Ms. Macron's "living conditions, leading to an impairment of her physical or mental health."

The court is expected to issue a verdict on Jan. 5. If the accused are found guilty, they could be jailed for up to two years and fined 30,000 euros, or about $35,000.
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New Crack at an Ancient Puzzle Reignites Debate for Archaeologists

It is clear that the sprawling city of Teotihuacan near Mexico City was a major metropolis of the ancient world, but what do all those glyphs mean?

The Pyramid of the Sun at the ruins of Teotihuacan, in Mexico. Josh Haner/The New York Times



By Alan Yuhas



Oct 29, 2025 at 09:01 AM

It was a metropolis of the ancient Americas, a city where as many as 125,000 people lived at its peak and where the Aztecs, centuries later, stood in wonder at the titanic pyramids they found in ruins.

But for all they have learned about the city of Teotihuacan, archaeologists have also stood in wonder, especially when it comes to the glyphs on its murals and pottery. The symbols have long confounded archaeologists, even as they have deciphered the writings of other cultures, leaving generations of scientists to debate puzzle pieces -- signs and languages separated by hundreds of years -- that never quite seemed to line up.

"There was always this kind of sense that, 'well, this looks like the best match,' but the readings that were suggested always had some problems," said Christophe Helmke, an archaeologist at the University of Copenhagen.

Now, he and a linguist at his university, Magnus Pharao Hansen, have proposed a new way of looking at the puzzle. Rather than apply a language like Nahuatl -- which the Aztecs spoke -- they tried turning to a far older one, they reported in an article in Current Anthropology.

"This is where our proposal comes in: We have a reconstruction of the language that's contemporary with the writing system," Mr. Helmke said.

Glyphs on a Teotihuacan ceramic vase, dated to around 450 to 550 A.D. Researchers are taking a new approach to deciphering such writing. Christophe Helmke


Founded around the first century B.C., Teotihuacan reached its zenith around 500 A.D., drawing people from around Mesoamerica to its monumental avenues. But the city was largely abandoned by 750 A.D., long before the Aztecs came to rule the area and set up their own capital nearby, where Mexico City now lies.

So Dr. Pharao Hansen set about the painstaking work of reconstructing an ancient language, Uto-Aztecan, through its not-so-ancient descendants, like Nahuatl, Cora and Huichol -- tracing a family tree of words across huge periods of time.

This would not be the first time someone applied a reconstructed language to reading a text, but nobody had done it with this language before or with this script, he said.

"And we have found a few fits -- that's the brilliant part," Mr. Helmke said.

The researchers proposed interpretations for several symbols, with Dr. Helmke saying they have another 18 readings they "feel very, very good about."

The scientists acknowledged, though, that they face the same daunting limitation that has frustrated researchers for decades. There are only about 300 known texts from Teotihuacan, a tiny figure compared with the thousands of documented Aztec or Maya texts that helped scholars learn those writing systems.

Glyphs painted on a stucco floor of the Ventilla complex of the old city. Christophe Helmke


So while archaeologists not involved in the research were excited about the new approach,  it has also revived old debates and prompted hard questions from experts.

"Each article on Teotihuacan writing IS a good step forward, because each attracts a generation of new linguists who bring their insights," Joyce Marcus, an archaeologist at the University of Michigan, said in an email. "The major problem has always been the tiny corpus of hieroglyphs from Teotihuacan; there are still so few examples of each hieroglyph."

In some cases, the skepticism was intense, even as scholars expressed praise for the researchers.

"I find that what they have come up with about Teotihuacan writing and language falls far short of being convincing," said Lyle Campbell, a linguist at the University of Hawaii at Manoa. He said that the Teotihuacan symbols themselves "present major problems," including the difficulty of interpreting what they depict, "speculation about both the form and meaning of signs," and the infrequency of the signs.

Copies of text painted in three columns in the Plaza de los Glifos, at Teotihuacan, newly interpreted by researchers as the names of deities connected to ailments. Christophe Helmke


David Stuart, an archaeologist at the University of Texas at Austin, said: "This is an important contribution, but there are a lot of questions. Cristophe and Magnus have put together a very tight kind of constellation of clues here, but I think it's a proposal that needs to be tested much further."

Adding to the complexity of the challenge, Dr. Stuart said, is that Teotihuacan was a cosmopolitan city with people from all over Mesoamerica, speaking their own languages.

"Just the social fabric of that ancient community makes the question of language very messy, because there were no doubt many languages being spoken on the street if you walked around 500 A.D.," he said.

"There have been lots of possibilities out there," he said. "As an archaeologist or historian of Mesoamerica it's been really frustrating that it's been this burning question. But I have a suspicion we're going to be asking this question for a long time to come."

Dr. Helmke and Dr. Pharao Hansen said they hoped that there might yet be more texts to be found on murals, ceramics or other artifacts in the old city.

"Less than 5 percent of the whole site has been excavated," Dr. Helmke said. "That's after more than a century of intensive archaeological investigations, just because the site is so big."

"So," Mr. Pharao Hansen said, "there's a good possibility that others will be able to check whether our proposals hold water in the future."
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egypt dispatch


Can a Beach Really Be Evil? Ask the Sun-Seekers in Good Sahel.

The sea looks the same. So does the sand. But in Egypt, two beach communities not far from each other have decidedly different ideas about fun.

People enjoying the beach in Sahel el-Tayeb, a village along Egypt's northern Mediterranean coast that caters to less wealthy residents and visitors, in July.



By Vivian Yee and Rania Khaled
Photographs by Fatma Fahmy
The reporters went to Egypt's Good Sahel and Evil Sahel this summer to see the contrast for themselves.


Oct 23, 2025 at 05:01 AM

There's no sign, as you drive the sun-broiled highway down Egypt's Mediterranean coast, that announces where the Good Coast ends and where the Evil Coast begins. Good or Evil, the waves are the same pure turquoise, the sands the same flawless white.

But for Egyptians who summer on the North Coast, migrating there from Cairo just as New Yorkers converge on the Hamptons and Michiganders go up north, there is no mistaking which is which.

There's Sahel el Tayeb, or the Good Coast, as Egyptians call it.

Simple, wholesome vacations, with little to do but play in the sea, read and relax. Body-covering burkinis and hijabs on most women. Unpretentious hotels and rental houses. Simple beachside cafes with plastic chairs and a few fresh seafood joints dotting the coastal highway. Every few minutes, hawkers pass the beachgoers' colorful umbrellas with honeyed wafers called fresca and trays of clams, the time-honored snacks of Sahel summers.

And then there's Sahel el Shireer, or the Evil Coast.

Million-dollar beachfront villas and Louis Vuitton bags by the sun loungers. J. Lo concerts and raves where Peggy Gou is D.J. Waterfront outposts of Cairo's most upscale restaurants and boutiques. Bikinis, designer sunglasses and boho-chic cover-ups on most women. Less than an hour's drive west from Good Sahel, the same fresca wafers and clams cost more than twice as much, and for the price of a weekend stay, you could splurge on a trip to St.-Tropez.

"It used to be: take four or five outfits and flip-flops and no makeup, that's it," said Aziza Shalash, 24, a graduate student who grew up going to Good Sahel until her family bought a place in Almaza Bay, the biggest influencer magnet of Evil Sahel. "Now when you go to the beach, you have to have your hair done and wear makeup and take pictures of yourself."

Men and women wearing mostly beach attire dance at the festival inside the Almaza Bay compound in Sahel el Shireer, the "Evil Coast." 


A D.J. at the festival in the compound, where many residents and visitors are wealthy.


The Good/Evil divide -- two stretches of near-identical coastline distinguished mainly by money, bikinis and booze -- mirrors a fundamental division in Egypt, where social class is tightly braided with attitudes toward Western-style social freedoms. But as economic crises have widened the gulf between Egypt's upper class and everyone else, the accelerating exclusivity of status spots like Evil Sahel has prompted even some expensively groomed eyebrows to rise.


"It's 'evil' because they spend a lot of money," said Mohieddin el-Ashmawy, 83, a retired naval officer who has summered in Good Sahel since before there was an Evil Sahel. "With every step there, money talks."

The class gap became harder than ever to ignore in 2022, when Egypt's already rickety economy crashed. Three years later, what's left of the middle class can barely afford school fees and meat, let alone beach vacations.

Around the same time, exclusivity in Evil Sahel was escalating to outright exclusion. Replacing a more informal system that allowed people to invite friends or family to the beach, gated communities began requiring QR codes issued only to property owners or renters for entry. Some demand another code for beach access.

The codes have become such a hot commodity that people sell them online, generating mild controversy and, in due course, a TikTok trend.

Developments in Good Sahel are also gated, but the rules are nowhere near as strict.

"It's like a border, seriously," said Dalia el-Ghoneimy, 46, who was visiting Almaza in July for the first time. "The beach shouldn't be like this. The beach, it's for everyone."

Playing beach volleyball in a village in Sahel el Tayeb, the "Good Coast."


A man performs the Asr (afternoon) prayer on the beach in a village in Sahel el Tayeb in July.


Decades ago, it was.

Rich or not, many Egyptians used to go to beaches around the Mediterranean city of Alexandria in summer. Many poorer Egyptians still do.

But private developers have raced westward down the shoreline more recently, first opening modest resorts, then unveiling ever trendier developments farther west. These days, they also market to wealthy tourists from the Persian Gulf, Europe and anyone else who can afford it. (A one-week rental in peak season can run to $6,000 or more.)

The developers' glossy billboards loom over Cairo's dusty streets and the coastal highway, selling a vision of immaculate summers: "Seazen -- Find Your Zen." "Forever by the Sea -- Ras El-Hekma." None of the smiling women cover their hair or arms; every ad is in English, a language that comes easily to Egypt's international-school-educated elite.

For affluent, liberal Egyptians, the appeal is obvious.

Gated Sahel communities like Almaza or Marassi, an ultrawealthy enclave built by a Dubai developer, are the summer version of the manicured suburban compounds where affluent Cairenes live, work and play the rest of the year: luxurious havens where they can do and wear what they want without judgment.

Most Egyptians are much more conservative, pushing such behavior behind closed doors elsewhere in the country. As one popular meme has it, there is the "Egypt" of English-speaking, socially liberal elites, and the "Masr" -- Arabic for Egypt -- of everyone else.



A public beach shower, used by visitors to rinse off after swimming, stands near the shore in a village in Sahel el Tayeb.


Over in Good Sahel, any mention of the nightlife and scanty cladding down the coast tends to provoke instant disapproval.

"These girls have parents!" Mr. el-Ashmawy, the longtime Good Sahel-goer, cried with dismay, as he recounted a national scandal in which two girls at an Evil Sahel concert were caught on video kissing the Lebanese singer on the cheeks.

"It's super, super free, and I don't like it," said Doaa Reda, 25, a teacher who was feasting at a fish restaurant next to the coastal highway, citing social media videos she had seen. "Egypt is a Muslim country. Parties and bikinis, this stuff really isn't Egyptian society."

Many Evil Sahel-goers openly say its exclusivity is necessary to keep such moralizing at bay. The QR codes ensure that only "select people" -- people who "have the same culture" -- are allowed in, said Mahmoud Abdoun, 56, who works in interior design.

He and his wife were sitting under an Almaza cabana facing the sea, which lapped the sand in warm, mesmerizing waves of celadon and turquoise. At a beach club to their right, pop music shimmered as waiters bent over loungers with frozen margaritas, yuzu avocado toasts and platters of fresh mango. A royal-purple motorboat that looked exactly like a racecar tore up the water; a parasail drifted by.

Some parents cited the safety of a gated community. 

"You want to be able to relax and have your kids running around," said Sherif Seif, 48, a marketing executive who was presiding over his son's birthday party under a nearby cabana.

Mr. Seif noted that Sahel was hardly the only place in the world where people pay a premium for privacy and security. "It's a private compound with private residences," he said.

During the Shorelines Festival at the Almaza Bay compound in the "Evil Coast," Sahel el Shireer.


On a beach inside the Almaza Bay compound, located in Sahel el Shireer.


Disentangling such opinions from class is never easy in stratified Egypt, and there are more than a few Egyptians, well-to-do and not, who see the restrictions as little more than institutionalized snobbery.

At Green Beach, a gated community in Good Sahel, Radwa, a translator sitting with a book and wearing a mauve burkini, said she had never visited Evil Sahel. "I know I'd judge them," she said. "But if I went there, they'd judge me because I dress like this." (She declined to give her last name, not wanting to stir up social tensions.)

Yet the Sahel divides, like Egypt's, are not always as clear-cut as they may appear.

There are many Egyptians who can afford the Evil Sahel hot spots but still prefer the simpler pleasures of Good Sahel. Some unveiled women sunbathe in Good Sahel; some women in burkinis swim in Evil Sahel.

Mr. Seif recounted seeing a man dressed in religious garb pass him on the beach one morning. The man's phone was blaring Quranic verses for all to hear.

Mr. Seif didn't mind, he said. Like many other Egyptians who try to balance fun with faith, he himself prays on days that he is not drinking, fasts during Ramadan and attends Friday Prayer, he said.

"That's why I have a problem with 'Evil Sahel, Good Sahel,'" he said. "Because it's all about you and what you do."

He took a swig of his vodka, and grinned.

At the Almaza Bay compound, located in Sahel el Shireer.
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Japan to Send Troops to Help Stop Bear Attacks

With the number of people killed by bears reaching a record nationwide, the defense ministry is preparing to send the military to one badly hit area to set traps.

A bear scurrying in the city center of Morioka in northeastern Japan's Iwate Prefecture last week. Kyodo, via Reuters



By Javier C. Hernandez and Kiuko Notoya
Reporting from Tokyo


Oct 29, 2025 at 10:31 AM

The horror stories are everywhere in Japan this fall. Bears breaking into supermarkets. Bears killing farmers. Bears attacking workers at a hot springs resort.

More than 100 people have been injured by bears in Japan this year, and 11 have died, a record. Now the government is preparing to dispatch the military to one hard-hit area to help deal with the problem.

Troops will be sent to Akita Prefecture, in the mountains of northern Japan, the Ministry of Defense said on Tuesday, to help set traps and dispose of the carcasses of dead bears. The troops, who were requested by officials in Akita, are not expected to kill any bears; that task will be left to local hunters.

"Bears have been appearing in supermarkets, and there's a possibility that a bear may be in front of your house when you wake up in the morning," Shinjiro Koizumi, Japan's defense minister, said at a news conference on Tuesday in Tokyo. "People are living in great fear."

Experts say the surge in attacks is partly the result of climate change, which has led to a scarcity of foods like beechnuts, a favorite snack for bears, in some areas. Japan's population decline has also contributed to the problem, with bears venturing into rural areas that were once full of people.

The population of bears -- including the Asiatic black bear and the brown bear -- appears to be increasing, and many are wandering into residential areas, including the outskirts of Tokyo. Bear attacks often surge in October and November before the animals hibernate.

In recent weeks, there have been reports of bears breaking down school doors, running across train tracks and attacking a tourist at a bus stop. Iwate University, in northern Japan, recently canceled classes for two days after a bear was spotted on campus.

Police at an area where people were reportedly attacked by a bear in a village in Akita Prefecture last week. The Yomiuri Shimbun, via Reuters


In Akita, home to about 880,000 people, the problem has been particularly acute. More than 50 people have been injured in bear attacks in the prefecture this year, and two have died, including a 73-year-old woman who was attacked while taking out the trash, and a 38-year-old man who was killed near a village office.

As recently as Sunday, an 85-year-old farmer who lives in Kazuno city in Akita reported that she had been attacked from behind while washing radishes.

The governor of Akita, Kenta Suzuki, visited Tokyo this week to seek help from Japan's military, called the Self-Defense Forces. He said that the prefecture had been laying box traps and promoting the use of bear repellent spray. Hunters are working in the area, but they are exhausted, he said.

Mr. Suzuki wrote on social media that "the situation is no longer something the prefecture and municipalities can handle alone."

"We understand that this will continue to be a source of anxiety for the residents of the prefecture, and we ask for your continued caution," Mr. Suzuki wrote on Instagram.

Japan has tried to train more hunters in recent years to help control the population of bears, but the hunters are aging and their ranks have thinned.

Japan has called on its military in the past to help deal with animals, including the surging population of Ezo deer in Hokkaido, the northernmost of Japan's main islands. Mr. Koizumi noted at the news conference that the law allows the military to transport dead animals, but it does not appear to permit extermination. He added that Akita Prefecture had not requested help in hunting the bears.

Mr. Koizumi said the Ministry of Defense would first dispatch a group of army officers to Akita to develop a plan to address the surge in bear attacks, before later setting up the box traps. A typical trap has food inside to attract the bears and an entrance that closes behind them to cage them in. Hunters are then typically called in for extermination.

Mr. Koizumi said it was important that the work not interfere with other military missions.

"We must not allow excessive burdens to be placed on the Self-Defense Forces," he said. "On the other hand, it is also obviously wrong to sit idly by and watch as the lives and livelihoods of the people and citizens of the prefecture are threatened."
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Vietnam Prevents BBC Journalist From Leaving the Country

The reporter's passport has been held by the authorities since August. Rights advocates want British officials to raise the issue with Vietnam's visiting leader.

The BBC's headquarters in London. The broadcaster has long been a target of Vietnam's censors, in part because it publishes in Vietnamese.  Mike Kemp/In Pictures, via Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Damien Cave
Reporting from Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam


Oct 29, 2025 at 10:45 AM

The Vietnamese authorities are preventing a BBC journalist from leaving the country, holding her passport after prolonged interrogation and drawing sharp criticism from human rights advocates during a high-profile trip to Britain by Vietnam's top leader.

The journalist, a Vietnamese citizen, lives and works full time in Thailand for the British public broadcaster. Friends with knowledge of her situation say that in August, after she returned to Vietnam to renew her passport, the authorities kept the reissued document and questioned her for dozens of hours over a weeklong period in Ho Chi Minh City.

One session with the police from the Ministry of Public Security ran from afternoon to early the next morning, friends said, as she was interrogated about published stories on a range of topics. Intense surveillance has followed.

The reporter's friends and advocates asked that she not be identified to avoid creating more problems for her. They are demanding that she be allowed to leave Vietnam as To Lam, general secretary of the country's ruling Communist Party, makes a three-day visit to Britain that began on Tuesday.

"The U.K. Foreign Office has prided themselves on standing up for media freedom around the world, but in the case of this BBC Vietnamese journalist, they are falling down on the job," said Phil Robertson, a human rights advocate and consultant in Bangkok who formerly worked for Human Rights Watch.

He said British officials should present Mr. Lam "with clear and unrelenting demands that this journalist be given her passport."

Without commenting on the journalist's predicament, a spokesman with the British Foreign Office agreed that "media freedom is an essential foundation of a free and inclusive society," adding, "The U.K.'s position and track record defending media freedom is clear."

The BBC said in a statement, "We are deeply concerned about our journalist's well-being and urge the authorities to allow them to leave immediately, providing them with their renewed passport so they can return to work."

The case reaffirms Vietnam's uncertain position at a crossroads for free expression.

With the pomp of international trips like Mr. Lam's, the country seeks to present itself to the world as increasingly open -- a near-China, not-China alternative -- and in some ways, it is. The New York Times received approval to open a new Vietnam bureau last year. Dozens of international journalists covered the 50th anniversary of the end of America's war here, and on certain topics -- like corruption and infrastructure -- local news media can be bold.

But at the same time, powerful factions in the ministries of public security and defense, which are competing power centers, have repeatedly suppressed what they have broadly defined as challenges to the state, or stories that are negative enough to hurt the country's image.

The BBC has long been a target, in part because it publishes in Vietnamese. It works with freelance journalists based in Vietnam, and its Bangkok newsroom reports and edits stories about the country, some of which appear in both Vietnamese and English. Its website was first blocked in Vietnam in 2002, and it is still usually inaccessible.

More recently, social media campaigns orchestrated by the authorities have sought to censor criticism and amplify a mood of growing nationalism by villainizing Vietnamese writers, artists and influencers. Those who express critical viewpoints, who quote others doing so or who simply draw attention to sensitive topics that the authorities find problematic are often publicly condemned.

Official punishment can follow or precede such attacks, and restrictions on movement are a common form of pressure.

In 2022, Human Rights Watch documented the systematic lockdown of more than 170 rights activists, bloggers, dissidents and their family members who were barred from domestic and international travel. Some were stopped at airports and border gates; others were denied passports or other documents.

Many people who are detained and interrogated in Vietnam have been pressured to inform on colleagues or associates.

Criminal charges are also common. During the first 10 months of 2025, according to a new Human Rights Watch report, the authorities arrested at least 40 people for criticizing the government or for alleged affiliations with independent religious or political groups.

Earlier this month, the police in Nghe An Province in northern Vietnam arrested a blogger, Nguyen Duy Niem, and charged him with promoting propaganda against the state. The authorities prosecuted him for suspected affiliations with a pro-democracy group founded in France in 1982.

Advocates and friends of the BBC journalist fear that she will be next unless her passport is returned soon.

"The Vietnamese government should recognize that critical reporting isn't a crime," said Elaine Pearson, the head of Human Rights Watch in Asia. "In fact, it's a mark of a mature government if it can learn from criticism."
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U.S. Middle East Envoy Presses Lebanon to Disarm Hezbollah

The visit by the envoy, Morgan Ortagus, coincided with a spike in Israeli attacks on Hezbollah in recent weeks that has stoked fears of a renewed conflict.

Smoke rises after Israeli strikes in southern Lebanon last week. Karamallah Daher/Reuters



By Euan Ward and Adam Rasgon
Reporting from Beirut, Lebanon and Jerusalem


Oct 29, 2025 at 03:21 PM

A senior U.S. envoy to the Middle East pressed the Lebanese government on Wednesday to completely disarm Hezbollah by the end of this year as part of efforts to stabilize a shaky cease-fire with Israel.

The visit by the envoy, Morgan Ortagus, coincided with an intensification of Israeli attacks on Hezbollah in recent weeks.

"We continue to monitor developments in Lebanon and welcome the government's decision to bring all weapons under state control by the end of the year," Ms. Ortagus said in a statement on Wednesday. The Lebanese military "must now fully implement its plan," she added.

In August, the Lebanese government endorsed a U.S.-backed road map to disarm Hezbollah by the end of the year. But its military forces have been hampered by limited resources, and it is unclear whether that deadline will be met.

The Trump administration has grown frustrated with what it considers slow progress and has been increasing the pressure on Lebanon to accelerate the process. Disarmament is a requirement of the truce reached last year between Lebanon and Israel, which ended the deadliest war on Lebanese territory in decades.

Lebanon's armed forces have removed 10,000 rockets and 400 missiles as part of the government's disarmament plan, which covers both Hezbollah and other smaller armed Palestinian factions in Lebanon, according to the U.S. military. Before the war, Hezbollah was estimated to have 120,000 to 200,000 projectiles, many of which were destroyed in the conflict.

Ms. Ortagus pushed government officials to speed up disarmament and tighten border security to ensure Hezbollah is not able to smuggle in weapons, according to a senior Lebanese official briefed on the discussions. The official requested anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy.

Morgan Ortagus, the U.S. deputy Middle East envoy, pressed Lebanese government officials to speed up the process of disarming Hezbollah. Bilal Hussein/Associated Press


For decades, Hezbollah's arsenal underpinned both its self-styled role as Lebanon's defender and its political clout. But the group was left battered by the war with Israel, which erupted after Hezbollah began firing rockets across the border in support of its Palestinian ally in Gaza, Hamas.

Once the most formidable of Iran's regional proxies, Hezbollah has refrained from responding to Israel's repeated attacks during the cease-fire and offered little more than stern rhetoric. Analysts say the group is wary of provoking a renewed Israeli offensive as it struggles to recover.

The United States and Gulf nations are pushing the Lebanese government to capitalize on Hezbollah's weakness to complete the disarmament, a step seen as vital to unlocking billions of dollars in reconstruction aid for the country.

Under the terms of the truce, Israel and Hezbollah were both supposed to withdraw from southern Lebanon, leaving the Lebanese military and a U.N. peacekeeping force as the only armed forces in the border area.

But Israel has held onto a handful of positions just inside Lebanese territory and conducted near-daily strikes on Hezbollah over the past year, and both sides have accused the other of violating the deal.

Hezbollah says it will not discuss full disarmament until Israel withdraws fully and halts its attacks.

Amid that stalemate, American and Israeli officials say that Hezbollah is now moving to reconstitute its capabilities. Two Israeli security officials, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive operational details, said Israel views those efforts as cease-fire violations and that is why it has intensified its attacks.

"Some of our enemies are trying to rebuild themselves to attack us again. And as we say -- we're on it," Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel said this month.

The Israeli military has said that Hezbollah maintains military infrastructure, still attempts to smuggle weapons and engages in ongoing military training, all things it deems violations of the cease-fire.

Lebanese officials argue that the Israeli strikes, which have broadened in both scope and intensity, give Hezbollah an excuse to cling on to its weapons.

Israel has targeted Hezbollah commanders and military infrastructure. It has also expanded its attacks in recent weeks to include civilian sites such as cement plants and heavy machinery yards that it says the group is using to rebuild its capabilities.

A cement plant in Asnar, Lebanon, after it was hit by an Israeli military strike this month. Ali Hankir/Reuters


The escalating attacks have deepened fears in Lebanon of a renewed Israeli offensive. Much of the country remains in ruins after the war, and the crisis-hit nation can scarcely afford another conflict.

Since the truce, Lebanese authorities say more than 270 people have been killed in Israeli attacks, and the U.N. human rights office has said that more than 100 were civilians. Tens of thousands remain displaced, mainly in the south, with little sense of whether they will be able to return home.

Seeking to stave off a renewed conflict and build on the momentum of the cease-fire in Gaza, President Joseph Aoun of Lebanon has signaled in recent weeks his country's openness to negotiations with Israel. However, direct talks between the countries may be problematic, given that they have technically been at war since Israel was founded in 1948.

"No one in the south -- or in Lebanon as a whole -- wants a return to the state of war," Mr. Aoun said during a meeting last week with U.S. officials.

Isabel Kershner contributed reporting.
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A River Restoration in Oregon Gets Fast Results: The Salmon Swam Right Back

The fish had been missing from the headwaters of the Klamath River for more than a century. Just a year after the removal of a final dam, they've returned.

Biologists examined juvenile coho salmon, Chinook salmon and steelhead trout in a branch of the Klamath River system in Northern California last year. Gina Ferazzi/Los Angeles Times, via Getty Image



By Rebecca Dzombak



Oct 29, 2025 at 09:03 AM

After being absent for more than a century, Chinook salmon have returned to their historic spawning grounds at the headwaters of the Klamath River in Oregon.

Oregon wildlife officials said this month that the fish had made it past a key milestone, a long lake, and had reached the tributary streams that make up the river's headwaters.

The announcement came roughly a year after the last of four major hydroelectric dams on the Klamath was demolished. The dams had blocked salmon and other fish from traveling upriver. They were removed in 2023 and 2024, the culmination of decades of efforts by Native American groups -- including the Yurok, Karuk and Klamath tribes -- along with environmental organizations, anglers and others.

"It was both a blessing and filled with remorse," said William E. Ray, Jr., chairman of the Klamath tribes. Many people had "fought hard all those decades" for the restoration effort, he said, and would not see the results. But, he added, "it was also very joyous."

The Klamath River runs about 260 miles from its headwaters in south-central Oregon to the northern California coast, emptying into the Pacific near the town of Klamath. For thousands of years, it had robust populations of salmon, trout and other migratory fish that are central to the diets and cultures of the tribes that live along its banks.

By the early 1900s, settlers were eyeing the river for its irrigation and hydropower potential. The four dams recently removed were built between 1912 and 1962. They, along with smaller dams, canals and water diversions, blocked the passage of fish and altered the river habitat. Populations of Chinook salmon, historically the most abundant fish in the Klamath, dwindled to near zero and disappeared completely upriver from the dams.

"These fisheries made up half our diet" and were important for medicines, Mr. Ray said. Losing the salmon "pecked away at the tribes' viability, our ability to exercise and protect our living culture."

Demolition on the last dam was completed in October of 2024. Just days later, salmon were swimming upstream, passing through the former dam sites and heading for Upper Klamath Lake, the last stop before the smaller tributary streams where they would spawn.

But a few obstacles remained, and biologists weren't sure the salmon could get around them. Several remaining dams had fish ladders, the ascending artificial pools and falls meant to help fish bypass dams and other infrastructure on their way upstream. But they were built decades ago, not to modern specifications, and designed for trout, not salmon.

The Klamath River in Siskiyou County, Calif., last month. Fred Greaves/Reuters


Scientists rushed to get equipment in place to track the progress of the salmon and see whether they could navigate the old ladders. As scientists were installing the cameras in late September this year, salmon were already swimming through.

"That was incredible," said Mark Hereford, a project lead for the restoration effort with the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife.

One of those cameras captured a Chinook salmon leaping up one of those older fish ladders, providing the first documentation of the salmons' progress upriver. Scientists then equipped some fish with trackable radio tags as they passed through the fish ladders.

The tagged fish proved to be pioneers. The trackers revealed that by mid-October, a few dozen salmon had swum roughly 30 miles through Upper Klamath Lake and reached tributaries of the Klamath, considered the river's headwaters. One year after the last of the dams came down, salmon are spreading throughout the uppermost reaches of the river.

"We were ecstatic," Mr. Hereford said. "We didn't know how long it would take. But to have them up here a year and a couple weeks since the last dam's removal is pretty incredible."

Scientists have been cruising the tributaries on paddle boards, counting salmon. They estimate, conservatively, that at least 140 adult fish are spawning in the tributaries as of late October.

It will very likely take years for the salmon to fully recover. Water quality in the Upper Klamath is a concern. Agricultural runoff has polluted the watershed with phosphorus, rendering some water bodies unsafe for drinking or swimming. And a network of irrigation canals threatens to divert fish away from tributaries.

Funding is also a question mark. The Klamath tribes and other groups involved in the restoration work have received millions of dollars from the federal government, but recent delays and grant cancellations have created uncertainty around what work will be able to proceed.

The Klamath tribes, for instance, are awaiting more than $3.1 million in funding, promised under the 2021 bipartisan infrastructure law, to help with restoration efforts.

"That's been tied up since November of 2024," Mr. Ray said. "And that's not just for the hard restoration work. That's also for our crew of tribal members who rely on that for their jobs and their income."

But after so many decades without salmon in the Klamath River, the tribes are celebrating the conservation success. "This is a renewal of our culture that we've had for thousands of years," Mr. Ray said.
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After Law Firm Deals With Trump, D.C. Bar Warns of Ethical Jeopardy

The bar group's ethics committee says firms that make a deal with the government may need to get waivers from clients with opposing interests.

After returning to the White House in January, President Trump began targeting law firms with orders stripping their lawyers of security clearances and barring the government from doing business with them or awarding contracts to their clients. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Charlie Savage
Charlie Savage writes about executive power and legal policy. He reported from Washington.


Oct 28, 2025 at 05:47 PM

Months after law firms made deals with President Trump to ward off punitive executive orders, the ethics committee of the District of Columbia Bar is warning that such arrangements may require firms to drop or obtain waivers from all clients who have interests at odds with the government.

An opinion issued by the committee this week could bring new scrutiny to several prominent law firms that chose to strike deals with Mr. Trump instead of challenging his executive orders targeting them.

Any lawyer or law firm that contemplates making a deal with a government that includes conditions that may limit or shape their practices, the opinion said, "must examine whether the arrangement would prevent the firm from providing conflict-free representation to clients -- existing and new -- who are adverse to the relevant government."

The committee issues formal, unsigned opinions that interpret rules of professional conduct and provide ethics guidance for lawyers who are licensed to practice in the nation's capital. Its 15 members -- 11 active members of the bar and four nonlawyers -- are appointed by the bar group's board of governors.

Even though the committee's opinions are not legally binding, they are considered authoritative and are often cited in disciplinary proceedings brought by the office that prosecutes legal ethics violations, which is overseen by the District of Columbia Court of Appeals. Allegations of a conflict can also be important if a law firm is sued for malpractice.

The opinion did not specifically mention Mr. Trump. But it indirectly referred to his administration's pressure on law firms not to challenge his policies, citing a Justice Department memo issued in May that says the administration will treat any firm that represents a client in a dispute with any executive branch agency as having a conflict with the entire executive branch -- not just that agency.

An earlier draft of the ethics opinion, a copy of which was seen in recent months by some outside lawyers, explicitly discussed Mr. Trump's deals with law firms, according to people who described it on the condition that they not be named.

A member of the ethics committee, also speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive internal matters, declined to comment on whether or why any specific references to the Trump deals had been removed, saying that the opinion spoke for itself. But the timing and context of the opinion left its associations with recent events clear.

After returning to the White House in January, Mr. Trump began targeting law firms with orders stripping their lawyers of security clearances and barring the government from doing business with them or awarding contracts to their clients.

He first singled out firms that had represented or employed people he does not like, and expanded the pressure campaign to other firms whose diversity programs he accused of having discriminatory hiring practices.

Four targeted law firms filed lawsuits, and a series of federal judges in those cases have blocked Mr. Trump's orders against specific firms as unconstitutional.

But at least nine struck deals with him, agreeing to provide millions of dollars in free legal services to causes he favors. The exact details of the arrangements are murky. Mr. Trump announced them on social media, but it is not clear whether those are formal written deals that detail the scope of the obligations the firms have agreed to, as opposed to vague handshake agreements.

At least two of those firms, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison and Kirkland & Ellis, are now working on a range of matters for the Commerce Department, The New York Times has reported. A personal lawyer to Mr. Trump has also connected a third, Skadden Arps, with the department about working on trade deals for the Trump administration.

In the spring, a group of legal ethics professors filed a friend-of-the-court brief in the lawsuits by a firm challenging the order, Perkins Coie, flagging the "intractable ethical issues" raised by law firms that reach agreements with Mr. Trump.

"A firm that can survive only by staying in the president's good graces has incentives that conflict with its lawyers' stringent fiduciary duties to remain loyal to the interests of their clients, exercise independent judgment, and be truthful and candid in all dealings with the courts," it said.

The brief also argued: "Lawyers who fail to fulfill their professional legal obligations to their clients and to the courts could be subject to bar disciplinary proceedings. They may potentially also be civilly liable to clients for breach of fiduciary duty if they accept a representation burdened by a conflict of interest."

The opinion by the D.C. Bar legal ethics committee was styled as forward-looking, offering considerations for firms that may be weighing a deal with a government.

The opinion flagged three potential problems raised by deals with any government and rules of professional conduct. If such deals would require the law firm to take on certain clients or not to represent certain clients, it said, that could amount to improper restrictions on the lawyers' right to practice or interfere with their professional independence.

And if a firm that made a deal with the government and is trying to stay in the government's good graces but also represents a client whose position is contrary to any of the government's programs or policies, the deal would call into question whether the firm might pull its punches instead of zealously advocating its client's interests, according to the opinion.

To avoid an ethics problem, the opinion said, such a firm must drop the client, pull out of its agreement with the government or obtain a conflict-of-interest waiver from the client. But, the opinion also stated, to validly consent to such a waiver, the client must be fully informed of all the ways in which a firm's deal with the government might create a conflict and the potential consequences.

In what appeared to be a veiled reference to ambiguities around the Trump deals, the memo suggested full disclosure could be impossible if a firm itself does not know what actions on its part may elicit the government's anger or if the government may abruptly and unilaterally change the commitments.

"If a conflict is found to exist, obtaining a valid waiver may be difficult," the opinion said.

The brief by the legal ethics specialists in the spring also raised that issue, but more bluntly.

Citing reports of early disagreements between leaders of firms that struck deals and Mr. Trump about what they were now obligated to do, the brief argued that it would be impossible for a firm to detail for its clients all the "reasonably foreseeable risks" to their attorney-client relationship. The "conflicts," it added, "will likely be nonwaivable."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/28/us/politics/trump-settlements-law-firms-ethical-issues.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Obamacare Prices Become Public, Highlighting Big Increases

The government website now shows consumers how much their health insurance costs will increase next year, as Congress remains at an impasse over the plans' subsidies.

On Saturday, Americans can begin selecting their Obamacare plans for next year. Until then, the public prices are available for a so-called window shopping period. Eva Marie Uzcategui for The New York Times



By Reed Abelson and Margot Sanger-Katz
The reporters have been covering the Obamacare markets since the beginning of the federal health insurance program in 2014.


Oct 29, 2025 at 01:47 PM

The Trump administration has released a preview of the available plans sold through Obamacare marketplaces in 30 states, giving Americans who buy their own health insurance a first look at just how much prices would go up.

Insurers have increased rates significantly for next year -- an average of about 30 percent for a typical plan in the 30 states where the federal government manages markets, and an average of 17 percent in states that run their own markets, according to a new analysis from KFF, the health research group.

But the biggest impact for nearly all Americans covered by Obamacare plans will occur with the expiration of generous subsidies at the end of the year unless Congress extends them. Prices on the government's website, healthcare.gov, reflect that change using calculations based on a return to the lower subsidy levels offered before 2021.

The extra funding helped make insurance effectively free for poorer Americans and offered financial help for the first time for people earning more than four times the federal poverty level, or about $64,000 for a single person. If the funding expires, costs will go up for more than 20 million Americans who currently buy their own insurance in the marketplaces established under the Affordable Care Act. Most customers will still qualify for federal help, but at a lower level established under the original program.

The looming expiration of those subsidies has been a key sticking point in congressional wrangling over the government shutdown, which has lasted nearly a month. Democrats have demanded an extension of the subsidies as a condition of supporting legislation funding the entire government. Republican leaders say they will not discuss the issue until the government is reopened.

About 27 million Americans are uninsured. The Congressional Budget Office estimates that the expiring subsidies will add two million more people to that total next year, and other analyses have estimated even larger reductions in coverage.

In a news release, federal officials from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, the agency that oversees A.C.A. enrollment, said that most people seeking coverage would still have access to plans that costs $50 or less a month, even with reduced subsidies. That price applies to the least expensive plan in the market, which often has a very high deductible.

"There can be a lot of hair pulling and scratching, mud slinging, but the fundamental reality for most Americans is that, although it is an increase in spend, that's not the big issue," said Dr. Mehmet Oz, the administrator for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, at a press conference on Wednesday. "The big issue is the fundamental flaws within the A.C.A., as they were created 15 years ago."

Since Congress first passed the extra subsidies in 2021, enrollment in the markets has doubled. Growth has been especially robust in the South, with sign-ups more than tripling in the Republican-controlled states of Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Georgia and West Virginia.

The higher premiums published this week reflect a mix of factors, many tied to rising drug and hospital costs in the health care system itself. In state filings, insurers noted increased hospital prices, increased use of GLP-1 drugs to treat diabetes and obesity and the impact of tariffs. But insurance companies also said they raised prices for Obamacare plans to offset the possibility that costs would rise if the expiring subsidies discouraged younger, healthier customers from staying enrolled.

Sue Monahan, a former university administrator in Oregon who is now retired, is one of the many Americans who face a steep increase if the enhanced subsidies expire. Ms. Monahan, 61, paid $439 a month for her coverage in 2025 after receiving a federal tax credit that covers roughly half of the premiums for her plan. When she went to shop for next year's plan, she learned that the monthly cost would jump to $1,059 for the same plan with an annual deductible of $7,100.

Ms. Monahan said that as a former kidney donor, going without insurance is not an option. "It's not there for what you foresee; it's there for the unexpected expensive events," she said.

On Saturday, Americans can begin selecting their plans for next year at healthcare.gov or on similar state websites. The public prices for healthcare.gov became available late Tuesday for a so-called window-shopping period.

"People are going to be shocked" when they see the prices no longer reflect the more generous subsidies, said Representative Andrea Salinas, an Oregon Democrat. "It's all wrapped up in their family budget," she said, "To see their premiums and deductibles spike right now is not helpful."

Insurers and health policy analysts say Saturday is a key deadline for action, because they worry that some consumers may decide to drop their insurance altogether when they see the higher costs, even if Congress later renews the subsidies. But congressional leadership does not appear to be close to any deal to extend the funding.

Insurance executives told people they should sign up, although many people wait until the last minute to enroll. If people's choice of plan changes because Congress extends the subsidies, they can still pick a different plan during the open enrollment period, which currently extends to mid-December for a plan that starts in January 2026.

The intersection of the expiring subsidies and rising prices will hit a sliver of the market very hard. Any single person who earns more than about $64,000 a year will lose any financial help. For older customers in expensive markets, that will mean the difference between paying a few hundred dollars a month for insurance and paying $1,000 or more.

Belinda Stroud, 64, a clinical psychologist from Penn Valley, California, just learned that her insurance costs are set to rise to $1,965 a month from $865, between rising premiums and expiring subsidies. She said that, while she is in good health, she worried about an unexpected health crisis. She plans to increase her work hours and make cuts to other spending this year to help cover the cost until she becomes eligible for Medicare next year.

"My friends are saying, 'Go ahead and cut the plan,'" she said. "But what if I get hospitalized or whatever happens? I'm going to pay it."

Fewer than 10 percent of Obamacare enrollees earn enough to lose access to any subsidies next year. Most of them are entrepreneurs, ranchers or farmers; employees of small businesses; or early retirees.

Randy Hertzman and his wife in Colorado are in their early 60s. He is worried that their income will put them just over the limit to receive the tax credits. Their premiums are about $1,900 a month, but they currently pay less than $300 of that.

He described the loss of the subsidies "as a squeaker with a huge financial hit" if their income is too high, adding that he and his wife are seriously considering going without insurance next year if faced with considerably higher costs.

A much larger share, about half of the people insured under the A.C.A., have incomes close to the poverty level. Those people have been paying nothing toward their premiums under the existing funding system and will see costs go up by about $25 to $85 a month. What might be considered small increases to some amount to great financial strain for those at lower income levels.

"The group that is most price sensitive are younger and healthier consumers who might think they don't need coverage," said David Merritt, a spokesman for the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association, which represents state Blue Cross plans. "That leaves older and sicker consumers in the marketplace, and that obviously complicates how they are covered and at what cost."
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Radiation Fears Bring MAHA and MAGA Movements Into Conflict

The Trump administration is considering tighter safety rules on the weak radiations of cellphones even as it pursues looser regulations on the deadly emanations of the nuclear industry.

Physicists divide radiation into two main types: strong and weak. The weak type of radiation arises from such everyday things as cellphones, their radiating powers so insubstantial that human skin can block their waves. Victor J. Blue for The New York Times



By William J. Broad
William J. Broad has reported on radiations emitted by 5G networks as well as the Fukushima nuclear plant meltdowns.


Oct 28, 2025 at 08:47 AM

Robert F. Kennedy Jr., President Trump's health secretary, has long cited the forms of radiation emitted by cellphones, power lines and home appliances as a probable cause of "many of today's chronic diseases," including brain cancer. His Make America Healthy Again campaign has called on federal agencies to assess whether safety rules on these everyday radiations should be tightened.

Mr. Kennedy may preside over the nation's public health policies, but other parts of the Trump administration want to loosen federal restrictions on another type of radiation that is notorious for its powers to sicken and kill.

President Trump has backed both agendas. He supports Mr. Kennedy while also backing moves to ease regulations on the nuclear industry, which the administration seeks to revive after decades of decline. It wants power reactors big and small to electrify his MAGA vision of spurring American industry to greater success.

In a contest of MAGA versus MAHA, of lobbyists versus populists, it seems possible that Mr. Trump's deregulatory push may prevail. That said, specialists in radiation regulation have doubts given the tangled intricacies of the field's science and the history of false starts in the rewriting of its complicated safety rules.

Kathryn A. Higley, president of the National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements, which has long advised federal agencies, described the Trump inconsistencies as a scientific challenge.

"Like everybody else," she said, "we're trying to learn how to navigate in this new environment and retain our integrity."

Although disparities in federal regulations are nothing new, the administrative bodies that protect Americans from radiation turn out to be riddled with conflicting standards. Exposure rules vary not only among agencies and states, but also occupations and social groups, such as minors and pregnant women.

Rule conflicts, Michael Lewandowski, president of the Health Physics Society, recently told nuclear regulators, "create public confusion and concern."

A nuclear power generating station near Waynesboro, Ga. Experts say the nuclear industry wants fewer restrictions so it can site reactors closer to cities and shrink the size of emergency evacuation zones. Audra Melton for The New York Times


Experts say the large inconsistencies proposed by the Trump administration could make things worse, further eroding public trust. As an alternative, many back the status quo.

"The current scientific consensus is well founded," said Christopher M. Collins, a professor of radiology at New York University who studies the impact of radiation on the human body. As for the Trump proposals, he added, "I'd like to think that cooler heads will eventually prevail."

Frank N. von Hippel, a nuclear physicist at Princeton University who advised the Clinton White House, traced the new conflicts to the administration's attacks on scientific advice. For more than a century, it informed not only the White House but regulatory bodies that sought to minimize risks and inconsistencies.

Mr. Trump's approach is "taking us back to the dark ages before there was knowledge-based regulation," he said. "It's threatening our future."

The White House, asked for comment, deferred to a statement from the Department of Health and Human Services, which Mr. Kennedy oversees. A spokeswoman from that department said nothing about the rule conflicts, or their fate, and stated instead that the department "is planning a study of electromagnetic radiation and health research to identify gaps in knowledge."

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission, also asked for comment, said in an automated reply that the agency had "ceased normal operations" during the federal government shutdown.



Physicists divide radiation into two main types: strong and weak.


The strong type can cause vomiting, cancer and death over the course of days, weeks or months. The weak type -- emitted from cellphones, power lines and microwave ovens, its waves roughly a billion times less powerful -- can heat the skin or damage the eye.

The strong type of radiation can deeply penetrate the human body. Called ionizing, it is dangerous because it can produce an ion -- a positively charged atom or molecule -- that binds to such negatively charged molecules as DNA, the code of life. The resulting chaos can lead to cancers of the breast, colon and thyroid gland.

Man-made sources of ionizing radiation include the X-ray machines and CT scans of mainstream health care as well as nuclear reactors and weapons. The atomic bombings of Japan in World War II led to fatal cancers that killed thousands of people.

The weak type of radiation, known as nonionizing, arises from such everyday things as radio transmissions. In the case of cellphones, its powers of penetration are so insubstantial that human skin can block the waves.

Man-made sources of ionizing radiation include the X-ray machines and CT scans of mainstream medicine as well as nuclear reactors and weapons. M. Scott Brauer for The New York Times


Washington has long prioritized regulatory limits on the strong type of radiation in an effort to mitigate its significant threats to human health.

During Mr. Trump's first term, however, his regulators backed fringe experts who argued that federal rules on strong radiation should be relaxed. Their ideas went nowhere. Then, in 2023, a lengthy report of Project 2025, the right-wing blueprint for Mr. Trump's presidency, renewed the call for rule loosening.

Dr. von Hippel of Princeton, who has written widely on radiation safety, said the nuclear industry wants fewer restrictions so it can site reactors closer to cities and shrink the size of emergency evacuation zones. The Trump administration is now promoting a new generation of small reactors it sees as powering A.I. data centers, military bases, industrial sites and remote communities.

In July, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission held a public meeting on Mr. Trump's proposed rule abatement. Under discussion was a longstanding tenet of the nuclear status quo -- that any amount of radiation exposure, no matter how small, carries a cancer risk.

Edwin Lyman, a nuclear power expert at the Union of Concerned Scientists who participated, said most speakers "were defending the status quo."

While experts see the health risks of weak radiation as comparatively small or nonexistent, critics a decade ago began attacking its implementation in 5G, a new generation of cell network. They called 5G inherently dangerous to humans, especially children.

Undeterred, the Trump administration in 2017 and 2018 sped its deployment. "5G is a big deal," Mr. Trump told reporters in 2019.

Mr. Trump's Federal Communications Commission studied 5G's alleged dangers and in 2020 publicly declared the new technology to be completely safe. Overall, the Trump push led to the building nationwide of hundreds of thousands of 5G towers and antennas.

In turn, Mr. Kennedy, then chairman of Children's Health Defense, began what he called "our national battle to derail Big Telecom's craven scheme to irradiate our children."

In June 2023, as a presidential candidate, he declared that 5G was linked to an epidemic of malignant brain tumors. The next year, Mr. Kennedy spoke at length on "The Joe Rogan Experience" about what he called "the horrendous danger" of Wi-Fi routers.

A few months later, the World Health Organization reported finding no links among cellphones or Wi-Fi and heightened risks of brain cancer.

5G telecommunications equipment being installed on a tower in Orem, Utah. George Frey/Reuters


This year, Mr. Kennedy got off to a fast start as chairman of Mr. Trump's Make America Healthy Again Commission. In May, his initial MAHA report cited "cellphones, Wi-Fi routers, cell towers, and wearables" as potential culprits in childhood ills.

Publicly, the 5G industry kept its opinion to itself, as did a new player. The Trump Organization, weeks after the MAHA report came out, unveiled a new wireless service known as Trump Mobile. The company said it would deliver "Exceptional 5G Coverage to Every Corner of the Country."

In September, Mr. Kennedy's commission released a follow-up MAHA report. It was criticized as sketchy and lacking teeth. David Murphy, a finance director for Mr. Kennedy's presidential campaign, called the report clear evidence that lobbyists "are firmly embedded in the White House."

On radiation, the follow-up report was terse. Its sole reference, like that of the health department's spokeswoman, was to new radiation studies that could "identify gaps in knowledge."

To date, the federal agencies that set nonionizing rules have announced no plans to study the proposed rule tightening, in contrast to the July meeting of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission on rule loosening.

"MAHA has talked a big game," said Lindsey Smith Taillie, a food policy specialist at the University of North Carolina. "But so far it's taken few meaningful steps."

An open question is whether the Trump administration will be able to carry out significant new studies on radiation's health effects given its sweeping cuts to federal science funding. The needed sums are typically large because the science is tricky.

John D. Graham, a radiation policy expert at Indiana University and former president of the Society for Risk Analysis, said the Trump administration's moves on weak and strong radiation would succeed only if the administration can "rally the scientific community to develop risk assessment positions that can drive change."

He argued that, without the endorsement of top radiation experts, the proposed moves would most likely "peter out or get overturned in court or get ignored."

Since the Trump administration has a poor reputation among scientists, Dr. Graham added, "my guess is that neither initiative will go far."
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Trump Suggests He Knows He Can't Run Again: 'It's Too Bad'

Despite the Constitution's two-term limit, Trump had mused for months about a third term.

Video: Trump Says 'It's Too Bad' He Can't Run for a Third Term

Speaking to reporters on Air Force One on the way to South Korea, President Trump said it was "too bad" that he couldn't run again in 2028.


By Erica L. Green and Katie Rogers
Erica L. Green and Katie Rogers are White House correspondents traveling with President Trump through Asia. Rogers reported from aboard Air Force One as Trump flew from Japan to South Korea, and Green reported from Gyeongju, South Korea.


Oct 29, 2025 at 04:16 AM

President Trump seemed to concede on Wednesday that he was not eligible to serve a third term, lamenting that it was an unfortunate result of the constitutional prohibition that he has mused about violating for months.

Speaking to reporters aboard Air Force One en route to South Korea, the last leg of his three-country diplomatic tour across Asia, Mr. Trump said it was "too bad" that he couldn't run in 2028.

"We have the greatest economy we've ever had, I have my highest poll numbers that I've ever had," he boasted (his approval rating remains low, at 43 percent, according to a New York Times average). "And, you know, based on what I read, I guess I'm not allowed to run. So we'll see what happens."

The remarks came after House Speaker Mike Johnson said on Tuesday there was no path around the Constitution's two-term limit.

"I don't see a way to amend the Constitution -- I don't see the path for that," Mr. Johnson said -- but not before complimenting the "Trump 2028" cap that the president likes to wear and display in the Oval Office, and noting that it was still fun to entertain the idea.

Mr. Trump, asked about Mr. Johnson's conclusion, which the speaker said he had discussed with the president, said he didn't "want to talk about it" before listing accomplishments, such as resolving several conflicts and rising stock prices, that he said made him the ideal candidate.

Since retaking the White House, Mr. Trump has repeatedly teased that he may never leave. For several months, Mr. Trump has discussed serving a third term, vacillating between joking to goad his critics and signaling that it would be one of many ways he would seek to test the bounds of his constitutional authority.

Just this week, Mr. Trump said, "I would love to do it," when asked about serving another four years.

Asked on Wednesday whether he had been "trolling" or serious about serving, Mr. Trump indicated that he had come to terms with the 22nd Amendment, which states that "no person shall be elected to the office of the president more than twice," regardless of whether the terms are consecutive.

"If you read it, it's pretty clear -- I'm not allowed to run," he said. "It's too bad."

Last week, Stephen K. Bannon, Mr. Trump's former strategist, said vaguely that there was "a plan" to help the president get elected to a third term.

"Trump is going to be president in '28, and people ought to just get accommodated with that," he said.

Mr. Trump's allies have floated the possibility of finding a legal loophole, such as a scenario in which Mr. Trump runs on a ticket as vice president and ascends to the presidency once elected.

On Monday, Mr. Trump said that although it would be legal for him to do that, he wouldn't want to. "I would rule that out, because it's too cute," he said. "I think the people wouldn't like that."

Mr. Trump has said that the Republican Party has other great candidates, and has floated the notion of his vice president, JD Vance, and Secretary of State Marco Rubio running together on a ticket.

Annie Karni contributed reporting from Washington.
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Official's Access to F.B.I. Files in Charlie Kirk Case Drew Pushback

An inquiry by Joe Kent, who leads the National Counterterrorism Center, is said to have alarmed Kash Patel, the F.B.I. director.

Under Joe Kent, the National Counterterrorism Center has taken a higher profile than in years past. Jenny Kane/Associated Press



By Julian E. Barnes, Maggie Haberman and Devlin Barrett



Oct 28, 2025 at 08:55 PM

The head of the National Counterterrorism Center examined F.B.I. files in the last several weeks to investigate whether the man charged with assassinating Charlie Kirk had support from someone else, a foreign power or another entity, according to multiple people with knowledge of the matter.

The inquiry by Joe Kent, the director of the counterterrorism center, alarmed Kash Patel, the director of the F.B.I. Mr. Patel and other senior officials believed Mr. Kent was overstepping, treading on F.B.I. responsibilities and potentially interfering with the investigation and the prosecution of the suspect, Tyler Robinson.

But supporters of Mr. Kent say he was doing his job, running down leads and making sure no foreign or domestic groups were linked to Mr. Kirk's death.

Mr. Robinson, 22, is accused of killing Mr. Kirk last month as the conservative activist made an appearance at a college campus in Utah, one of many where he would, one student at a time, debate contentious topics. State prosecutors in Utah have charged Mr. Robinson with seven counts, including felony aggravated murder.

The Senate confirmed Mr. Kent as director of the counterterrorism center in July. He is one of the closest advisers to Tulsi Gabbard, the director of national intelligence, and shares her focus on traditional terrorism groups as well as drug cartels, which he argues are a grave threat to the United States.

Mr. Patel was troubled that Mr. Kent had gone through F.B.I. material related to the case, according to the people knowledgeable on the matter. Mr. Kent's efforts were a topic at a White House meeting that included Mr. Patel, Mr. Kent and his direct superior, Ms. Gabbard. Top Justice Department officials, Vice President JD Vance and the White House chief of staff, Susie Wiles, were also there, according to several of the people who spoke to The New York Times about the matter.

The people interviewed by The Times were granted anonymity to speak frankly about internal dynamics in the Trump administration.

The F.B.I. and the Justice Department generally keep tight control over evidence in criminal cases, particularly when they are preparing for a trial, in which government documents may have to be turned over to the defense and could be used to poke holes in the prosecution's case.

While Mr. Robinson is currently facing only state charges, some administration officials were concerned that Mr. Kent's efforts could provide fodder to defense lawyers, who could use the notion that more than one person was involved in Mr. Kirk's killing to raise reasonable doubt in the minds of jurors, said those aware of the matter.

Since Mr. Kirk's death, some White House officials have pressed for sweeping federal investigations of liberal groups and donors, and some of the president's allies outside the administration are convinced that the killing is part of a broader plot, despite a lack of evidence that has been presented to support that. Officials involved in the arrest have said they believe Mr. Robinson acted alone. 

Mr. Kent told administration officials that a lower-level F.B.I. official had granted him access to the agency's files, which Mr. Patel was said not to be aware of, according to some of the people interviewed by The Times.

In response to questions from The Times, Mr. Patel and Ms. Gabbard released a joint statement that did not address the debate over Mr. Kent's inquiry and sought to portray a unified front. "The F.B.I. and intelligence community under the direction of President Trump will leave no stone unturned in the investigation of the assassination of our friend, Charlie Kirk," they said.

But multiple people said tensions over Mr. Kent's work had persisted for some time and were part of a broader set of issues between Ms. Gabbard's office and other administration agencies. The meeting that Mr. Kent attended at the White House was one of two intended to ameliorate tensions between the F.B.I. and Ms. Gabbard's office, the people briefed on the matter said. The earlier one, which focused on multiple issues including the killing of Mr. Kirk, was so tense that little was accomplished, they added.

In the hours after Mr. Kirk's killing, before Mr. Robinson was identified as the suspect, officials across American intelligence agencies were investigating whether any foreign government was involved in a plot to kill Mr. Kirk.

Some officials inside the government raised questions about the assassin's abilities and training after security footage was released of him jumping from a high ledge. Early in the investigation, evidence was collected that contained words often associated with antifascist writing, namely the inscriptions on bullets found in the rifle that killed Mr. Kirk.

In the charging document, prosecutors included a text message from Mr. Robinson that claimed the inscriptions were "mostly a big" internet meme. 

The counterterrorism center gathered material from intelligence agencies about potential foreign ties to Mr. Robinson and has also looked at foreign funding of people who identify with the far-left movement known as antifa.

Mr. Trump has said Mr. Robinson was radicalized by the left, though the president has not directly tied him to antifa. After Mr. Kirk's killing, Mr. Trump said he was designating antifa as a terrorist organization.

Antifa is a term for a sometimes violent protest culture of far-left activists, but is not an actual organization. Several critics have questioned what legal criteria the president is using to make such a designation about a diffuse movement with no clear leader.

Under Mr. Kent, the National Counterterrorism Center has taken a higher profile than in years past, issuing warnings about potential terrorist attacks and highlighting work to aid Mexico in hunting leaders of drug cartels.

But some critics of Mr. Kent's work say he is pushing his center into areas that should be left to the F.B.I. or the C.I.A.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/28/us/politics/fbi-files-charlie-kirk-case.html
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Former Hate Crimes Chief Accuses Adams of Anti-Muslim Bias

Hassan Naveed, who was fired from City Hall last year, claimed in a lawsuit that he was asked what he thought about "beheaded babies."

Hassan Naveed said he was wrongfully dismissed by the Adams administration. Yuvraj Khanna for The New York Times



By Dana Rubinstein



Oct 29, 2025 at 03:39 AM

When Mayor Eric Adams named Hassan Naveed to lead New York City's Office for the Prevention of Hate Crimes, he charged Mr. Naveed with "combating the scourge of hate" wherever he found it.

Mr. Naveed said he found it in Mr. Adams's City Hall.

During his year-and-a-half as executive director, he "experienced repeated discrimination on the basis of his Muslim religion and his South Asian ethnicity," according to a lawsuit Mr. Naveed filed late Tuesday against Mr. Adams and New York City.

Mr. Naveed claims he was subject to a "hostile work environment," in violation of the city's and state's human rights law. Mr. Adams says Mr. Naveed was fired in April 2024 for good reason.

"This individual was an at-will employee who was let go for poor job performance, plain and simple, and not terminated because of his identity, religion or views," Kayla Mamelak Altus, a spokeswoman for the mayor, said in a statement. "Any suggestion otherwise is absurd. We will respond in court, where we are confident these claims will be disproven."

In the suit, Mr. Naveed said the discriminatory behavior by Mr. Adams and his staff members grew "particularly pronounced" after the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attacks on Israel, when he said he was "singled out and scrutinized by his superiors" because of his Muslim identity.

Two of his superiors at the Mayor's Office of Criminal Justice, one of whom is named as a defendant in the suit, took him aside and asked him his thoughts on "beheaded babies," according to the lawsuit, which was filed in State Supreme Court in Manhattan.

After some of Mr. Adams's aides recirculated what Mr. Naveed considered "anti-Muslim, anti-Arab, and anti-Palestinian sentiments" on social media, Mr. Naveed and other Muslim staff members attended an Oct. 23, 2023, meeting with Mr. Adams to raise their concerns.

Mr. Adams said Muslims were experiencing hate because they had failed to adequately condemn Hamas, according to Mr. Naveed, and he compared pro-Palestine marches to "Klu Klux Klan protests," he said, using an incorrect spelling.

"I don't know the difference between a Palestinian, Pakestinian, Arab, Muslim, I have no idea," the suit also quotes him as saying. Mr. Naveed said he has a recording of the meeting but declined to immediately share the audio.

The lawsuit comes amid a mayoral election marked by accusations of Islamophobia. Zohran Mamdani, the Queens assemblyman who is running to become New York City's first Muslim mayor, is currently polling more than 10 points ahead of Andrew M. Cuomo, the former governor and Democrat whose campaign tactics have included rhetoric that some of his party brethren have characterized as anti-Muslim. Mr. Adams has endorsed Mr. Cuomo and recently warned of "Islamic extremism" coming to New York City.

In September, Mr. Adams met with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at the United Nations and in an ensuing statement, thanked him "for defending the western world and our way of life."

The lawsuit asserts that Mayor Eric Adams made clear that he was not interested in talking to staff members who disagreed with his support of Israel. Olga Fedorova for The New York Times


Mr. Naveed supports Mr. Mamdani's candidacy, but said the timing of the lawsuit just before the election is coincidental.

He was fired in April 2024, with his supervisors telling him he had failed to submit an annual report that he says he submitted multiple times. His dismissal prompted an open letter of protest from dozens of Muslim organizations and council members.

In his suit, Mr. Naveed said the administration excluded him from meetings about hate crime and also excluded the Council on American-Islamic Relations of New York and the Arab American Association of New York.

Afaf Nasher, executive director of the Council on American-Islamic Relations of New York, said that while she was not privy to internal City Hall discussions, "a number of people did come to me from the community and have said, CAIR-NY is being excluded."

She also said that other Muslim City Hall employees had told her the environment felt hostile after Oct. 7.

A spokeswoman for the Arab American Association did not respond to requests for comment.

Shahana Hanif, the city's first Muslim councilwoman, praised Mr. Naveed's work and said his complaints about the Mr. Adams and his administration rang true.

"After Oct. 7, his response of compassion was lacking, and I would say it was for all the communities impacted," Ms. Hanif said. "He did not present us with empathy, nor say 'Hey, look, I have Hassan, who has been not just in this administration but in the previous administration, and we need to work together.'"

The lawsuit also accuses Mohamed Bahi, the mayor's former chief Muslim community liaison who recently pleaded guilty to conspiring to commit wire fraud, of vowing to withhold $400,000 in hate crime funding from a prominent Arab organization after it expressed reluctance to sign onto a letter that said criticisms of Israel amounted to antisemitism.

Mr. Naveed said he reported Mr. Bahi's threat as a potential ethical violation, prompting an internal investigation.

A spokeswoman for the Department of Investigation declined to comment.

"I never had authority to pull anyone's funding nor even allowed to grant funding to any organization," Mr. Bahi said in a text message on Tuesday. "I was a Muslim liaison only, I did not deal with any grants or contracts from the city."

Mr. Naveed's suit also asserted that Mr. Bahi sent a voice note to a Muslim staff member stating that Mr. Adams "does not want to meet with anyone who talks about Gaza or Palestine because it will not be productive."

Mr. Bahi, in a text message, effectively reaffirmed the sentiment.

"There were numerous meetings in City Hall, even amongst staffers, with the mayor about Gaza/Palestine issue," Mr. Bahi said. "No one was denied a meeting or conversation but it was known that the mayor had his position and he was adamant about it. The Muslim community was not happy about that position and having the same conversation about it won't be productive."

But Mr. Bahi disputed the notion that Islamophobia was a problem at City Hall, noting that the administration made accommodations for Muslim workers for Friday midday prayer.

"I think it's a very subjective argument to make, and depends how one defines Islamophobia," Mr. Bahi said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/28/nyregion/adams-muslims-lawsuit.html
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Cuomo Earned Almost $5 Million Consulting. He Won't Name His Clients.

Most of Andrew Cuomo's income came from Innovation Strategies, a company created for his consulting work before he ran for mayor of New York City, a review of his tax returns showed.

Former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo was the highest earning candidate in the New York City mayor's race by a factor of more than 10. Graham Dickie for The New York Times



By Nicholas Fandos



Oct 29, 2025 at 04:04 PM

Former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo earned nearly $5 million working as a private consultant in 2024, a sum so large it puts him in the top 0.5 percent of New York City earners, according to his annual tax returns.

The tax documents, reviewed by The New York Times on Tuesday, show that Mr. Cuomo derived $4,712,978, almost all of his income last year, from Innovation Strategies, a pass-through company created for his consulting work before he ran for mayor of New York City.

By using his company as an in-between, Mr. Cuomo avoided having to disclose the individual clients who paid for his services. His campaign said he had stopped his private work earlier this year, but it has repeatedly refused to say who was paying him.

The arrangement, while well within the law, makes it almost impossible for voters or watchdog groups to understand the financial and business connections of someone who could soon have sway over billions of dollars in public contracts, real estate developments and city policy.

Mr. Cuomo, who is running as a third-party candidate after losing June's Democratic primary, was the last major mayoral candidate to agree to share his tax documents. He did so only in the waning days of the campaign as early voting was underway.

The former governor, 67, was the highest earning candidate in the race last year -- by a factor of more than 10.

Zohran Mamdani, the Democratic nominee and front-runner, reported $131,398 in income from his job as a state assemblyman. He took in another $1,267 in royalties related to an earlier music career, according to his tax documentation.

Returns shared by Curtis Sliwa, the Republican nominee, showed that he earned $423,000 last year from WABC, a conservative talk radio station where he hosted a show. Mr. Sliwa has since taken a leave of absence to run for mayor.

The candidates had provided some broad financial information about their 2024 income and assets in public disclosure forms filed with the city. But their tax records give a far more precise picture of their financial status in a race and a city consumed by questions of wealth and affordability.

For instance, on their city financial disclosure forms, the candidates only had to report income in broad ranges. Mr. Cuomo, for example, checked a box saying that he made $500,000 "or more" from Innovation Strategies in 2024.

His federal tax return, though, showed $4,910,599 in adjusted gross income. That included his consulting fees, as well as a roughly $50,000 state pension and about $230,000 in dividends, interest and other capital gains.

Rich Azzopardi, a spokesman for Mr. Cuomo, said his lucrative work should be "no surprise" given his experience at the highest levels of government. "What sets him apart is that he walked away from it to serve again," he said.

Still, the large sums could complicate lines of attack by Mr. Cuomo, who has tried to portray himself as the working-class rival of Mr. Mamdani, the son of an award-winning filmmaker.

The tax documents, filed in mid-October after Mr. Cuomo received an extension, show that he declared himself a resident of New York City for all of 2024.

Altogether, he paid nearly half his income, around $2,430,000, in federal, state and city taxes. (He also reported donating $75,000 to unspecified charities.)

Mr. Mamdani paid a little more than $34,000 in federal, state and local taxes. Because he was not married until 2025, he filed an individual tax return.

Mr. Sliwa and his wife paid $125,000 in total taxes.

Mr. Cuomo's returns reflected a sharp upswing in his financial fortune in recent years. Though he secured a $5.1 million advance for a book on his leadership during the Covid pandemic, he had been paid at comparatively modest government rates for nearly two decades as governor and New York's attorney general.

Within a year after he resigned from office in August 2021 in a sexual harassment scandal, Mr. Cuomo had formed Innovation Strategies to provide private consulting services and inked a deal to make a podcast for more than $40,000 a month, The Times reported on Wednesday.

The show only lasted about a year. His consulting business evidently picked up steam, though it is difficult to know precisely what kind of work Mr. Cuomo was doing as long as his clients remain a secret.

One was OKX, an offshore cryptocurrency exchange that hired the former governor in 2024 as it came under scrutiny by the F.B.I. and federal prosecutors for operating illegally in the United States. Mr. Cuomo advised the company on how to respond to the inquiry, Bloomberg first reported.

The company agreed to plead guilty to violating U.S. money laundering laws in February, shortly before Mr. Cuomo entered the race. It has not disclosed what it was paying Mr. Cuomo.

The former governor also signed a consulting contract with another company, Nano Nuclear Energy, in 2024 and joined its advisory board, according to the company's filings with the Securities Exchange Commission.

Mr. Cuomo's exact responsibilities with Nano Nuclear were unclear. He once lent his name to a company news release. The full advisory board apparently met only once, at a hotel in Manhattan just days before Mr. Cuomo resigned from the body to run for mayor, and he spoke at the meeting only briefly, according to two of its members.

But the arrangement was potentially quite lucrative. The filings show that the company granted him stock options just months before it went public. They are now worth more than $5 million.

The Times has reported that Mr. Cuomo also pursued a luxury marina project in Puerto Rico with the real estate investor Andrew L. Farkas, but it fizzled and the former governor said he was never paid.

Mr. Azzopardi said Mr. Cuomo would not comment on "private client matters" but said that none had involved city or state agencies.

"If elected, Governor Cuomo wouldn't have any position other than to serve as mayor of New York City, and would work with the Conflicts of Interest Board to navigate any perceived issues that may arise," Mr. Azzopardi said.

Ethics experts said the secrecy was far from ideal.

"'Trust me' is never a good answer in a context of ethics and potential conflicts of interest," said Richard Briffault, a former chairman of the New York City Conflicts of Interest Board. "The whole point of the thing is to make sure there is an outside review looking in."
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Cuomo Blasts Mamdani for His Rent-Stabilized Unit. But He Had One, Too.

Former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo lived in what he once described as "a dump, just one long hallway."

An apartment building on 39th Street in Sunnyside, Queens, where former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo lived in the mid-1980s. Uli Seit for The New York Times



By Ashley Cai



Oct 29, 2025 at 03:35 PM

Former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, who has repeatedly criticized his rival, Assemblyman Zohran Mamdani, for living in a rent-stabilized apartment, occupied a rent-stabilized unit himself when he was a young professional living in New York City in the 1980s.

As Mr. Cuomo, now 67, began his career as a lawyer, he lived in a studio apartment in Sunnyside, Queens. The apartment building, which has 51 units, was built in 1960. That would have made it subject to rent stabilization under New York State law because it was constructed before 1974 and contained at least six units.

Rich Azzopardi, a spokesman for Mr. Cuomo, did not deny that Mr. Cuomo lived in a rent-stabilized apartment, but he sought to downplay its significance.

"At the time, they were all rent-stabilized units," Mr. Azzopardi said.

Mr. Cuomo, he said, "didn't make all that much the first few years" of his legal career when he began living at the studio apartment in 1982, shortly after graduating from law school. According to articles in The New York Times, Mr. Cuomo was earning as much as $23,500 annually as an assistant district attorney in 1984, and about $150,000 a year in private practice shortly after he moved out of the building in 1987.

The units that The Times obtained records for had rents ranging from $285 to $435 a month in the years Mr. Cuomo lived there.

To determine Mr. Cuomo's residence, the dates of his occupancy there and the range of rents in the building, The Times reviewed voter registration records, telephone books and contemporaneous news articles, and interviewed current and former residents.

The Times also asked three current residents in the 39th Street building to request the rental history of their units from the Division of Housing and Community Renewal, which administers rent-regulation programs. The state agency's records showed that the residents' apartments were rent stabilized in the 1980s, another indication that the building was subject to rent stabilization at the time.

While deregulation of many individual rent-stabilized units across the city was later allowed, those exemptions weren't enacted until 1993, after Mr. Cuomo moved out.


Details of Mr. Cuomo's previous residence are emerging during a campaign in which he has repeatedly attacked Mr. Mamdani over his living situation. The former governor has said that Mr. Mamdani, 34, who earns a $142,000 annual salary as a state assemblyman, should move from his $2,300-per-month, one-bedroom apartment in Astoria, Queens, because he is too "rich."

Mr. Cuomo wrote in a social media post that a hypothetical "single mother and her children slept at a homeless shelter" because Mr. Mamdani occupied the apartment. He has also argued that high earners should not be able to have rent-stabilized apartments that cost less than 30 percent of their monthly income.

In response to questions about Mr. Cuomo's own rent-stabilized unit, Mr. Azzopardi said that the former governor had moved out after he received a substantial raise.

Mr. Azzopardi also pointed to what he described as Mr. Cuomo's middle-class upbringing. Mr. Cuomo's father, Mario Cuomo, was serving as lieutenant governor and governor while the younger Cuomo was in the rent-stabilized apartment. The Cuomo family was not wealthy, Mr. Azzopardi said. Andrew Cuomo worked as a AAA tow truck driver to put himself through college, Mr. Azzopardi said.

Mr. Cuomo began renting the Sunnyside apartment in 1982 while working as a campaign manager for his father's run for governor. He had yet to take the bar exam after graduating from law school, and described the apartment as "a dump, just one long hallway." After his father became governor in 1983, he worked as one of his aides, taking a salary of $1 a year.

A year later, Mr. Cuomo joined the Manhattan district attorney's office as an assistant district attorney, making $23,500 annually, equivalent to a little over $70,000 when adjusted for inflation.

In 1985, he entered private practice as a partner at a law firm that attracted major real estate developers as clients. When he left the firm three years later to work full time at a housing nonprofit he had founded, he was making at least $150,000 a year, over $400,000 in today's dollars.

Affordability and the housing crisis have been central themes in the mayor's race, which has pitted Mr. Mamdani, a democratic socialist who says he wants to raise taxes on the rich, against Mr. Cuomo, who now has an estimated net worth of $10 million, according to Forbes.

Mr. Cuomo at his office at the law firm Blutrich, Falcone and Miller in March 1986. Larry C. Morris/The New York Times


Mr. Cuomo has argued that Mr. Mamdani and his wife, Rama Duwaji, an animator and illustrator, are "rich people who don't need" a rent-stabilized apartment. In a news release, he argued that Mr. Mamdani "came from a background of wealth"; the assemblyman's father is a longtime professor at Columbia, and his mother is an Oscar-nominated director.

Mr. Mamdani has stated that he moved into the Astoria apartment when he was making $47,000 a year as a foreclosure-prevention housing counselor, and that he didn't know the apartment was rent stabilized. Mr. Cuomo said that Mr. Mamdani should have known that the unit was stabilized as "there's not a single person in New York who doesn't know that they are in a rent-stabilized unit."

On Wednesday, Jeffrey Lerner, the communications director for Mr. Mamdani's campaign, said in a statement that Mr. Cuomo's rent-stabilized apartment came from "a city that believed in access for all, even the Governor's son."

"He was given power by a father who fought inequality, not one who weaponized it," he said. "For a man whose entire life is proof of what good government can do, to now run on cruelty and austerity is hypocritical and abhorrent."

Mr. Cuomo has issued a policy proposal titled "Zohran's Law" to block high-income earners from moving into rent-stabilized units. The policy has been met with skepticism from many housing experts who say it would cause bureaucratic burdens.

About 41 percent of New York City rental units are rent stabilized now. In 1981, over 60 percent of rentals were under some type of regulation, like stabilization or rent control, which put a limit on the overall rent. Rent stabilization regulates how much rents can increase each year.

About 16 percent of current rent-stabilized households earn at least $150,000, according to an analysis of city data by the Citizens Budget Commission, a nonprofit watchdog.

Renters at times don't know whether their apartment is subject to rent-stabilization laws, since such units don't come with income restrictions and are available to anyone. While landlords are legally required to inform new tenants of the rent-regulation status, the task is often overlooked. Tenants can find out the status of an apartment by privately requesting rent records from the Division of Housing and Community Renewal, which can be done online or by mail.

New Yorkers have argued for decades about the effect of rent stabilization and rent control, and who should get access to the more affordable units. While some say the apartments should be reserved for lower-income people, the program was established to create stability for a broad range of tenants after aggressive rent increases by landlords; it wasn't necessarily about reserving apartments for the poor.

The debate has gotten more attention over the years, especially as the housing market has become tighter. Since enacting rent stabilization in 1969, the city has remained in a "housing emergency," which means that 5 percent or less of all units are vacant.

When Mr. Cuomo lived in Sunnyside, the vacancy rate of apartments across the city was 2.1 percent. Now, it's even lower -- 1.4 percent.

The Sunnyside building began converting to a co-op in 1986, but Mr. Cuomo rented until he left, according to his spokesman. Mr. Cuomo moved from the apartment in 1987 to a co-op in Midtown East, Manhattan.

Mr. Cuomo has lived in a range of residences since then, including a six-bedroom mansion in Little Neck, Queens, with his former wife, Kerry Kennedy; a Westchester residence with his longtime girlfriend, Sandra Lee; and the Governor's Mansion in Albany, among many more homes.

He says he now lives in a Midtown Manhattan apartment about a 30-minute subway ride from his old "dump." He pays more than $8,000 per month.

Mihir Zaveri and Benjamin Oreskes contributed reporting.
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How Andrew Cuomo's Dreams of Becoming a Radio Star Fell Apart

After he resigned as governor, Mr. Cuomo looked to restore his name while taking on a new lucrative career as a podcast host. Things did not go according to plan.

In 2022, after Andrew Cuomo resigned as governor of New York, he began a podcast where he delivered "straight talk" about politics and what he saw as the Democratic Party's faults. James Estrin/The New York Times



By Nicholas Fandos



Oct 29, 2025 at 07:00 AM

For a politician yearning for a path back to power, the deal that former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo struck to start his own podcast in 2022 looked almost perfect.

The show, "As a Matter of Fact ... With Andrew Cuomo," offered an uncensored platform to mend his reputation a year after he resigned in a sexual harassment scandal. He laughed with Sean Penn and Kellyanne Conway and dished "straight talk" about his party's faults. There was talk of interviewing Donald J. Trump.

And the endeavor came with the promise of a big payday. Quake Media, a buzzy start-up known for its right-wing hosts, paid Mr. Cuomo as much as $40,000 a month, according to a person familiar with the arrangement.

But this was no star turn. Instead of launching Mr. Cuomo's comeback, his foray into online media turned out to be the beginning of a protracted -- and often humbling -- misadventure that only ended this spring when he decided to run for mayor of New York City.

Mr. Cuomo, 67, has managed to keep most details about his podcasting career under wraps. But a review of previously unreported court records and interviews with a dozen people involved show the lengths he was willing to go to restore his name.

It began with Quake Media. But when the start-up began unraveling, Mr. Cuomo tried others in the Republican spectrum. He courted a conservative talk radio powerhouse and had a portentous run-in with a Republican rival in a familiar red beret. And, in a bizarre twist, the podcasts he made may soon be owned by a well-known Fox News host.

Powerful allies privy to the work said they could only guess why Mr. Cuomo was so determined.

"You are asking me to be his psychiatrist!" said John Catsimatidis, the billionaire owner of WABC, a conservative talk radio station where Mr. Cuomo tried to get on the air.

"But I think he wanted to stay relevant politically," he said. "Once you are out of the media for a period of time, you become irrelevant."

Mr. Cuomo now finds himself in a similar position. He is trying to salvage his career as a third-party candidate in the mayor's race, in large part by courting Republicans, including Mr. Catsimatidis and his radio listeners.

For politicians who have been canceled, are washed-up or out of work, radio has long been a refuge. Mr. Cuomo knew the model well: His own father, Mario M. Cuomo, had briefly hosted a nationally syndicated radio show after leaving the New York governor's mansion in the 1990s. His brother, Chris Cuomo, announced he was starting a podcast in the summer of 2022 after CNN fired him.

For Andrew Cuomo, Quake Media seemed an odd fit. For $4.99 a month, subscribers could get access to "exclusive" content from hosts that included Laura Ingraham, Soledad O'Brien, Mike Huckabee and Pete Rose as part of a novel "subscription podcast network," where the shows were secured behind a paywall.

Laura Ingraham, known for her work on Fox News, sued Quake Media for nonpayment. Pete Marovich for The New York Times


But Mr. Cuomo did not exactly have a lot of options. The company started paying him lump sums that would add up to close to $500,000 a year to produce a show every week or two. "As a Matter of Fact ..." rolled out in fall 2022, billed as the Democrat's big public re-emergence.

"I'm doing it because I'm worried about this country," Mr. Cuomo said in the first episode.

An I-know-best politician who had spent his career sparring with journalists, Mr. Cuomo was not exactly a natural host. But he secured splashy guests and attracted attention by using the show to air longstanding grievances against Democrats in "denial" about the scourge of crime, against then-President Joseph R. Biden Jr. and a recent but frequently cited foe, the socialist left.

Behind the scenes, Quake was unraveling. Unbeknown to Mr. Cuomo, the company had lost its corporate charter in May 2022, months before hiring him.

When it began missing contractual payments, Ms. Ingraham, better known for her work on Fox News, filed suit, saying the company owed her nearly $1 million. Ms. Ingraham's lawyer declined to comment.

The company missed payments to Mr. Cuomo, too, according to the former governor.

In a wide-ranging interview in early June, Mr. Cuomo said the podcast had taken "the majority of my time" for the year or so he was on air and that he enjoyed the challenge of writing scripts. "I took it very seriously," he said.

But Mr. Cuomo conceded the company's founder, Doug Rosenberg, had stiffed him. "He was a nice enough fellow, and the economy sort of changed beneath him," Mr. Cuomo said. "He has not paid me everything that I'm owed."

"He said he will, he just needs time," Mr. Cuomo said. "I said OK."

Quake went dark in late 2023. Mr. Cuomo's spokesman, Rich Azzopardi, declined to say how much the former governor was owed.

James D. Bailey, a lawyer for Mr. Rosenberg, declined to comment on his interactions with Mr. Cuomo.

Mr. Cuomo did not, at the time, publicize his situation. Instead, he quietly looked for a lifeline.

John Catsimatidis, the owner of WABC, considered taking on Mr. Cuomo as a radio host, but the two did not reach a deal. Vincent Alban/The New York Times


Enter Mr. Catsimatidis.

A heterodox Republican who made his fortune off groceries and oil refineries, Mr. Catsimatidis also owned WABC, a talk radio station that he turned into a drive-time juggernaut. The station leans rightward, but it draws a large audience that centrists like Mr. Cuomo covet.

Mr. Catsimatidis said he could not remember exactly when Mr. Cuomo approached him, but the former governor made it clear in late 2022 or 2023 that he wanted to move to WABC.

"It wasn't about money," the owner said. "He thought he could get double the listeners."

Mr. Catsimatidis consulted his team. They were not interested, three people involved at the time said.

Mr. Catsimatidis "didn't think Andrew would be objective enough," recalled David A. Paterson, Mr. Cuomo's predecessor as governor and another WABC host. "He would use the mic to go after people that he felt slandered him."

Others at the station voiced showmanship concerns. "Basically, I said to the techs, if ever he becomes a podcaster here, I'd want to impale myself with a microphone," said Curtis Sliwa, a WABC mainstay who is now clashing with Mr. Cuomo as the Republican nominee for mayor. "The guy is boring!"

Curtis Sliwa, who had a WABC radio show with Ron Kuby, left, expressed his dislike for Mr. Cuomo on the air. Librado Romero/The New York Times


By Mr. Azzopardi's account, the two sides did not come to terms and Mr. Cuomo "ultimately decided it wasn't something he wanted to pursue."

The former governor had started a lucrative parallel consulting business where he earned $4.7 million in 2024, according to his annual tax return. Mr. Cuomo has refused to produce a list of his clients, though news media have reported he worked for an embattled cryptocurrency exchange and a nuclear power start-up.

But he did not completely give up on radio.

This winter, not long before he announced his campaign for mayor, Mr. Cuomo approached WABC again. This time, he said he was interested in producing a political podcast with Mr. Catsimatidis's podcasting network, Red Apple.

The mogul was more receptive. Unlike an on-air show, Mr. Cuomo would be responsible for finding sponsors for a podcast, he said, and would have to share a cut of the revenue with Red Apple.

"He has access to a lot of people with -- how do you call it -- checks-appeal," Mr. Catsimatidis said. (After initially supporting Mayor Eric Adams before he dropped his re-election bid, Mr. Catsimatidis has endorsed Mr. Cuomo.)

But the podcast idea fell apart, in no small thanks to Mr. Sliwa. When Mr. Cuomo came to visit Red Apple's Midtown Manhattan studios, Mr. Sliwa was live on air.

Mr. Sliwa said that studio executives asked him to steer clear of Mr. Cuomo during the visit. He obliged -- but decided to state his grievances on air. Mr. Sliwa used his show to accuse Mr. Cuomo of being responsible for the deaths of thousands of nursing home residents from Covid. (Mr. Cuomo denies wrongdoing.)

Mr. Cuomo was furious, according to Mr. Catsimatidis and Mr. Sliwa, and he left without a deal.

Mr. Azzopardi said Mr. Cuomo had "no recollection of that incident, but Sliwa is an insignificant part of our lives, and until the last debate Cuomo doesn't remember ever meeting him."

Now, as Mr. Cuomo seeks to prolong his political career, his brief career in radio may have an afterlife. Two years after she filed it, Ms. Ingraham's case against Quake has advanced through the courts.

Earlier this month, lawyers for the host and Mr. Rosenberg filed a joint letter to a judge saying they were in advanced settlement talks to compensate Ms. Ingraham. A settlement, they wrote, "will likely include Quake's intellectual property" -- which includes Mr. Cuomo's old shows.
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Mamdani Still Hasn't Said Whether He Supports Ballot Housing Proposals  

Zohran Mamdani, the front-runner in the New York City mayor's race, has dodged questions about his position on ballot measures that seek to address the housing crisis, a key issue.

Assemblyman Zohran Mamdani, the Democratic nominee for mayor, has not taken a position on a series of ballot measures that would make it easier and faster to build housing. Adam Gray for The New York Times



By Emma G. Fitzsimmons and Mihir Zaveri



Oct 29, 2025 at 02:00 PM

Zohran Mamdani surged to the front of the pack in the New York City mayor's race by focusing on the topic of affordability and presenting himself as a candidate who was willing to take a stand on important issues.

But when it comes to a series of contentious ballot proposals, aimed at building more housing amid the current dire shortage, Mr. Mamdani has repeatedly dodged questions about where he stands. His evasiveness has continued, even with early voting underway, and just days left until the Nov. 4 election.

"I have not yet taken a position on those," Mr. Mamdani said of the proposals at the final mayoral debate, prompting taunts from his two rivals onstage.

One week later, his campaign said in a statement that Mr. Mamdani was still having "active conversations with labor leaders, elected officials and other stakeholders" about the measures.

The proposals -- they are three of the six on the ballot -- are fiercely opposed by the City Council and powerful labor unions who endorsed Mr. Mamdani. The measures would make it easier for new housing to be built, but more difficult for the Council and the unions to exercise an influence on the projects. And they would give more power to the mayor.

Mr. Mamdani, a state assemblyman and democratic socialist, has proved to be a shrewd politician, and has moved to broaden his coalition since winning the Democratic primary in June. He has softened his views on some issues, apologizing to New York police officers for having called them racist during citywide protests against police brutality in 2020. On other issues he has stood his ground, saying that he wanted to arrest Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel, who has been accused of committing war crimes during the war in Gaza.

Mr. Mamdani's caginess on the housing proposals could be the calculated move of a front-runner who wants to avoid unnecessary acrimony.

But the other candidates are not having it.

Rich Azzopardi, a spokesman for former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, who is running as an independent, said in a statement that New Yorkers were "appalled" to see Mr. Mamdani's "mealy-mouthed word salad" on the debate stage.

"It's literally the top issue he campaigned on, and his failure to take a stand demonstrates his severe lack of leadership for all to see," Mr. Azzopardi said.

Mr. Cuomo, who lost to Mr. Mamdani in the Democratic primary, supports the housing proposals. Curtis Sliwa, the Republican candidate, opposes them.

"What is your opinion, yes or no, Zohran?" Mr. Sliwa asked at the debate after Mr. Mamdani had declined to take a position. "Don't be a politician here."

Dora Pekec, a spokeswoman for Mr. Mamdani, responded to Mr. Azzopardi's attack: "Unlike Andrew Cuomo, who's using billionaires to prop up his independent campaign after being rejected by his own party, Zohran Mamdani respects the will of the people and looks forward to implementing New Yorkers' decision as mayor."

The three measures will appear on the back of voters' ballots. They would make it easier to approve affordable housing projects in neighborhoods with little new housing, and shorten the approval process for some projects.

Opponents say the measures, which would diminish the power of individual City Council members to reject housing development, could give developers an upper hand in negotiations and make it less likely that communities will have a hand in shaping their future.

The proposals would limit a practice known as "member deference," which allows individual members of the Council to block development in their districts. Mr. Mamdani has criticized the practice and said in response to a questionnaire from the Citizens Budget Commission, a nonpartisan fiscal watchdog, that the city must move away from it.

He has supported speeding up development across the city, and said he wants it to be easier to build housing in neighborhoods that routinely reject it. At the same time, one of his major policy plans is to freeze the rent on rent-stabilized apartments.

One of Mr. Mamdani's close advisers, Cea Weaver, supports the proposals. Ms. Weaver, the director of the New York State Tenant Bloc, an advocacy group, recently said in a podcast interview that "there's a lot to like" in the measures and that "our land use process does not work very well."

Democratic politicians in New York are divided. While the measures might be viewed as a simple, pro-housing, Yes in My Backyard effort, the political posturing can become quite complicated.

The ballot measures were written by an independent commission created by Mayor Eric Adams, who is enduring record-low approval ratings; the commission received input from the public. The measures are supported by groups like the Real Estate Board of New York, which has often warred with the left over enacting tenant protections.

Two key allies of Mr. Mamdani have endorsed the proposals: Gov. Kathy Hochul, who is considered friendly with business leaders, and Brad Lander, the left-leaning city comptroller.

The opposition includes Adrienne Adams, the City Council speaker; Republicans like the City Council's minority leader, Joann Ariola; and unions like Local 32BJ of the Service Employees International Union and the Hotel and Gaming Trades Council, which have endorsed Mr. Mamdani. The unions often use the current process to extract gains for unionized workers.

Sandy Nurse, a Democratic Council member from Brooklyn who supports Mr. Mamdani, said she opposes the measures and that they represent the way Mr. Adams wants to weaken the Council. But she expects that they will pass, she said, and could help Mr. Mamdani successfully pursue his housing agenda with help from the City Council.

"This is a hard position," she said. "But being the mayor is a hard position, and hard choices have to be made."

Keith Powers, a Democratic Council member from Manhattan who supports the measures, said he understood why Mr. Mamdani would not publicly take a position. But Mr. Powers said that he, in contrast, was "willing to step out and say what I think is good for the city."

"We've seen a number of instances where people have held up important housing projects, based on some pretty parochial interests that don't really serve the needs of New York City as a whole," he said.

Progressive groups have been split. Tenants PAC, a pro-renter group, urged voters on Monday to reject the measures, saying they amounted to a "misinformation campaign being waged by YIMBY organizations funded by the real estate industry and venture capitalists."

A group called "Hot Girls for Zohran" endorsed the housing measures, saying, "This isn't a power-grab -- it's an attempt to expedite an unnecessarily slow process."

Mr. Mamdani's posture could be a signal as to how he might govern if he wins. Mayors often want to amass more power, not cede it to the Council and other interests.

Mr. Mamdani has exhibited a more collaborative approach to governing, including his opposition to maintaining mayoral control of schools, a policy Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg fought hard to win in 2002. Mr. Mamdani has said that he wants more input from teachers and parents.

Ben Carlos Thypin, who helped found the pro-housing group Open New York, said Mr. Mamdani's stance was a "reflection of his astuteness as an operator." Mr. Thypin, the founder of the real estate brokerage Quantierra, said he expected the measures to pass with support from both people who are voting for Mr. Mamdani and those voting for Mr. Cuomo.

"I don't blame him for not taking a position," he said of Mr. Mamdani. "I don't think he has to."
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How a Small Elite College in Maine Influenced Mamdani's World View

The mayoral candidate has said his education at Bowdoin College was formative. But critics say that his degree exemplifies how colleges steep students in leftist dogma.

Zohran Mamdani was an activist as a student at Bowdoin. Amir Hamja for The New York Times



By Jeremy W. Peters



Oct 28, 2025 at 06:51 PM

It wasn't so much what Zohran Mamdani said. It was how he said it.

"We're going to stand up for Haiti, because you taught the world about freedom!" the Democratic nominee for mayor of New York exclaimed to an elated crowd at a Haitian music festival in June, fresh off his upset victory in the primary.

Mr. Mamdani pronounced the island nation's name "AH-ee-tee" -- near-perfect Creole elocution.

"When I heard him say that, I smiled," recalled Brian Purnell, one of Mr. Mamdani's former professors at Bowdoin College. He also noted that Mr. Mamdani's reference to freedom was a nod to Haiti's status as the first republic founded by former slaves.

"That's straight out of the lessons from the Haitian Revolution that we teach in Africana studies," said Dr. Purnell, who is now the chair of the Africana studies department at Mr. Mamdani's alma mater. "I will claim that," he added with a laugh.

If Mr. Mamdani becomes the next mayor of New York, as polls suggest, he will be mold-breaking in striking ways. He would be the first Muslim, the first unabashed democratic socialist and, at 34, among the youngest to hold the office.

He would also become one of the most visible representations of a new generation of progressives -- whose formative years as young adults were shaped by elite colleges where, over the last decade, theories of social and racial justice became even more deeply ingrained in liberal arts education.

Mr. Mamdani graduated in 2014 from Bowdoin College, in Brunswick, Maine, with a bachelor's degree in Africana studies. And his experience there -- readings of critical race theorists in the classroom and activism for left-wing causes on campus -- is emblematic of the highly charged debate over what is taught in American universities.

Critics say the growth of these programs, which aim to teach about historical events from the perspective of marginalized and oppressed groups, has turned colleges into feckless workshops for leftist political orthodoxy.

While Mr. Mamdani was a student, Bowdoin's curriculum was attacked by conservatives. Robert F. Bukaty/Associated Press


Majors like Africana studies, or any of its siblings such as women's studies, these critics charge, promote a worldview that sees little to admire in American history. Some disparagingly call the entire field "grievance studies." In a July speech attacking Mr. Mamdani, Vice President JD Vance alluded to his education, and characterized his support from younger, well-educated voters as the product of "elite disaffection."

Indeed, for many on the political right, Mr. Mamdani's college years are a case study in the ever-leftward march of the academy.

But what did the mayoral candidate actually learn at Bowdoin?

Mr. Mamdani's campaign did not respond to requests for comment about his college years. But his professors there challenged the idea that his education was politically circumscribed, and described a serious student who was interested in history and sociology, and whose assignments covered the ideas of conservatives and leading American thinkers.

At the same time, Mr. Mamdani also came to campus with a sense of what he wanted to study, his professors said, and a well-established politics, imparted from his parents and their rarefied social circles. 

His studies complemented his commitment to political activism. At Bowdoin, he formed a chapter of Students for Justice in Palestine, before the group became a polarizing national force, and unsuccessfully tried to persuade Bowdoin to join an academic boycott of Israel.

If anything, his college years seemed to deepen his commitment to his already defined worldview.

The Bowdoin Years

In the fall of 2010, Barry Mills, the college's president at the time, welcomed the class of 2014 with a convocation speech that addressed a simmering controversy over the direction of liberal arts education at an exclusive school like Bowdoin, with enviable U.S. News rankings and where tuition then ran about $56,000. 

Mr. Mills recounted what he had been hearing in conversations with donors and alumni and repeated what a grandfather had told him. None of his neighbors, this man said, "would ever think of sending their kids to Bowdoin, given the lack of diversity of views here. We are, they believe, simply a liberal hotbed disconnected from reality."

In his speech, Mr. Mills defended the college but made his own plea to "guard against political correctness." Mr. Mills, who has since retired, declined to comment.

Mr. Mamdani came to Bowdoin that fall already well versed in the liberal curriculum that Mr. Mills had heard an earful about. He came from a family of Indian intellectuals who had lived in Uganda and South Africa, so the colonial experience was familiar to him from an early age.

And his father, Mahmood Mamdani, an anthropology professor at Columbia University, belonged to a group of historians and theorists whose work on race, colonialism and state violence challenged traditional Western interpretations of history. 

Africana studies, also called Black studies or African American studies, was an early part of that movement. Its birth as an academic discipline, during the social and political upheaval of the late 1960s, came only after Black activists demanded that the study of their heritage, as well as the history of other marginalized groups, be taken more seriously in the academy.

That success helped pave the way for what is now a sprawling and highly influential domain of American higher education: the "studies programs," which focus on the experiences of select identities. These include women's studies, queer studies, Asian studies and Latino or Chicano studies.

Mr. Mamdani has recalled his Africana studies education fondly. Bowdoin, he said, is where he first read Frantz Fanon, the anticolonial militant and psychiatrist who wrote about the psychic injuries that racism causes.

But his professors said that their curriculum also included more traditional American thinkers and writers.

"A deep commitment to social justice can just as easily emerge from figures steeped deeply in American intellectual traditions," said Patrick Rael, a history professor who taught Mr. Mamdani in a seminar on Reconstruction.

Citing Henry David Thoreau, Frederick Douglass and Martin Luther King Jr., Dr. Rael said, "I hear in Zohran's words nothing that would surprise any of these figures, all of whom form part of Bowdoin's curriculum."

Mr. Mamdani stood out to his professors, too.

"No. 1, it's very rare for someone to come to college and say, 'I want to major in Africana studies,'" Dr. Purnell, his professor who taught the Haitian Revolution, said.

As one of only 10 students in his class who graduated with his major, his interests tended toward classes that dealt with history and sociology, his professors recalled. And he expressed particular interest in slavery in the United States and Reconstruction.

But Dr. Purnell, who taught Mr. Mamdani in several classes, recalled that his pupil also "had a way of understanding the world, and it was one that made him very intellectually curious about questions regarding justice."

His activism for the Palestinian cause made him, at times, an adversary of college leaders. When Mr. Mamdani and other students organized a campaign in 2013 to make Bowdoin part of a boycott of Israeli academic institutions, Mr. Mills rebuffed them.

Mr. Mamdani also contributed articles to the student newspaper, the Bowdoin Orient, and a few reflect the confluence between his studies and his politics. He discussed theoretical concepts he would have picked up in an Africana studies class. In one column, for instance, he implored the Bowdoin community to "break the stranglehold of whiteness, wherever it may be." And he name-checked well-known scholars, such as Peggy McIntosh, whose writings on power dynamics introduced the concept of "white privilege."

He also shared his personal experience with race, one likely to resonate with many nonwhite students at elite schools.

"I sit in class not knowing whether to correct everyone's mispronunciation of an Indian woman's name," he wrote in a column. "I usually do, but today I'm tired. I'm tired of being one of a few nonwhite students in a classroom, if not the only one."

The Right Pushes Back

Around this time, Bowdoin came under withering attack from conservatives, who had become increasingly vocal about the rise of identity politics on college campuses.

In 2013, with President Barack Obama in the White House and racial tensions simmering, the conservative-leaning National Association of Scholars published a 376-page report on Bowdoin that was unsparing in its criticism, accusing the college of promoting "closed-minded orthodoxies" -- including Africana studies -- in the name of diversity and inclusivity. The report estimated that there were only four or five conservatives out of approximately 182 full-time faculty members.

The findings became irresistible fodder for conservative news media. They seized on offerings in Bowdoin's course book, including a seminar called "Queer Gardens," which was described as an examination of "how marginal identities find expression in specific garden spaces." (The course was canceled for lack of student interest, the report noted.)

Peter Wood, who wrote the report for the National Association of Scholars and is the organization's president, said Bowdoin was hardly an isolated example of the academic culture the report described.

"We found ourselves in a college and university system in which voices of dissent from the prevailing views were becoming weaker and weaker," Mr. Wood said.

Professors and students said the report did not describe the Bowdoin that they knew. Mr. Mills, then the college president, said the authors exaggerated and misrepresented student life and culture, calling it "meanspirited and personal."

The core of that criticism, however, is now at the center of the festering debate over higher education and politics -- and one that has become an undercurrent of the New York City mayoral campaign.

In his speech criticizing "elites," Vice President Vance objected to Mr. Mamdani's Fourth of July social media post declaring his pride in a country that is "beautiful, contradictory, unfinished."

"I wonder, has he ever read the letters from boy soldiers in the Union Army to parents and sweethearts that they'd never see again?" Mr. Vance asked during a speech at the Claremont Institute, a conservative think tank. "Who the hell does he think that he is?"

Mr. Mamdani, it turns out, did read Civil War letters. "I can assure Mr. Vance that Zohran read exactly such letters in my course," Dr. Rael, his history professor, said.

Dr. Rael and Dr. Purnell said that conservatives have misunderstood what they and many other Africana studies scholars actually believe, and how much they value exposing students to a wide spectrum of ideas.

That approach at Bowdoin, Dr. Rael said, is "one dedicated to confronting the American past fully and truthfully before deciding what to do with that history."

Dr. Purnell taught Mr. Mamdani in a course on the urban crisis, which examined the changing political and economic conditions in American cities after World War II.

His class, Dr. Purnell noted, included a reading assignment on the "broken windows theory," which suggests that petty crimes like vandalism and panhandling -- if left unchecked -- can lead to an increase in violent crime by creating a perception of lawlessness.

The theory, embraced by Rudolph W. Giuliani when he was mayor of New York City,  is unpopular among progressives, many of whom argue that targeting low-level crimes puts too many people of color behind bars.

But having that discussion was important, Dr. Purnell said, "even if -- and I don't doubt this -- most of higher education leans to the left."

For his part, Mr. Mamdani told the Bowdoin Orient in a 2019 interview that his studies were "very formative" and informed his thinking about urban problems. "Why they exist -- and who made them exist," he said.

He also threw in some advice for student organizers, urging them to follow their passions and "not to feel like any position is too radical."

Sheelagh McNeill contributed research.
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Prunella Scales, Sybil on 'Fawlty Towers,' Dies at 93

Best known "for playing unfortunate wives," she had a decades-long career in the theater and on television.

Prunella Scales in a 1975 episode of the BBC sitcom "Fawlty Towers." She elevated the character of exasperated spouse to a new level. Don Smith/Radio Times, via Getty Images



By Natasha King



Oct 28, 2025 at 11:27 AM

Prunella Scales, the British actress best known for her role as Sybil Fawlty, the unflappable foil to John Cleese as her hotheaded husband, Basil, on the sitcom "Fawlty Towers," died on Monday at her home in London. She was 93.

Her death was announced by her sons, Samuel and Joseph. No cause was cited, but Ms. Scales had been diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease in 2014.

"She was watching 'Fawlty Towers' the day before she died," her sons said.

In an almost seven-decade career, Ms. Scales appeared in scores of plays and television series, gaining a reputation for excelling in comedic parts. Her breakout television role was on the BBC sitcom "The Marriage Lines" (1961-66), in which she starred as a frustrated newlywed homemaker settling into domesticity with her office worker husband (played by Richard Briers).

In "Fawlty Towers," which aired on BBC Two in 1975 and 1979 and later on PBS, Ms. Scales elevated the character of exasperated spouse to a new level.

Starring opposite Mr. Cleese, who played the high-strung manager of a dysfunctional seaside hotel (and who created the show with his wife at the time, Connie Booth, who played a housekeeper), Ms. Scales was his elaborately coifed and impeccably dressed wife who stood as a picture of eye-rolling calm as farce unfolded around her.

She was often found smoking in a back room while on the telephone with a friend, her gossiping frequently punctuated with a drawling "Oh, I know!" Confronted with her husband's shenanigans, she cut him down to size with a withering look or a short, sharp "BASIL!" -- no mean feat for the petite 5-foot-3 Ms. Scales facing the 6-foot-5 Mr. Cleese.

Ms. Scales in an episode of "Fawlty Towers" with John Cleese, who played her husband, Basil Fawlty. Don Smith/Radio Times, via Getty Images


Some of Basil's favorite epithets for his wife included "my little piranha fish" and "my little nest of vipers," and he likened her braying laugh to "someone machine-gunning a seal." She often responded in kind: "Do you really imagine, even in your wildest dreams, that a girl like this could possibly be interested in an aging, brilliantined stick insect like you?" she admonished when she caught him in the closet of an attractive guest's room.

Although the show ran for only two seasons, and in later years drew criticism for the use of racial slurs in one episode, the popularity of "Fawlty Towers" endured. It was named No. 1 in a list of the top 100 British television shows by the British Film Institute in 2000 and the best British sitcom of all time by Radio Times.

Ms. Scales was married to Timothy West, a theater actor and a fellow staple of British television. In 2014, the same year as Ms. Scales's Alzheimer's diagnosis, the couple indulged in a shared passion for narrowboats (canal boats), appearing on the series "Great Canal Journeys," in which they toured the waterways of Britain, Europe and farther afield.

The show struck a chord, with Mr. West gently warning viewers at the start of each episode of his wife's condition. The Guardian newspaper said that the bittersweet series "charted the long, slow goodbye that is living with dementia."

Ms. Scales's declining health brought a close to their participation in the show in October 2019 -- the end, The Guardian said, to "one of the greatest love stories on TV."

"I am famous for playing unfortunate wives," Ms. Scales said in 2013, "but I have been a very lucky wife."

Ms. Scales with Timothy West, her husband, on an episode of "Great Canal Journeys," in which they toured the waterways of Britain and farther afield. Channel 4, via Everett Collection


Prunella Margaret Rumney Scales Illingworth was born on June 22, 1932, in Sutton Abinger, Surrey, southwest of London. Her mother, Catherine (Scales) Illingworth, was a professional actress before marrying John Richardson Illingworth, a cotton salesman.

In 1942, Prunella was sent to Moira House, a boarding school, where she took piano lessons and excelled at speech and drama. 

At 17, she was admitted on a two-year scholarship to the Old Vic in London, where she immediately felt out of her depth, a feeling that she attributed to having led a sheltered life. "Although I wanted to be an actress, I was very inhibited and thought it was wrong to show off," she told Teresa Ransom for her 2005 biography, "Prunella."

Ms. Scales's first major London show was in 1955, when she played Ermengarde in the inaugural production of Thornton Wilder's "The Matchmaker" at the Haymarket Theater. The show was a hit, running for nine months in the West End before transferring to Broadway. While in New York, Ms. Scales studied acting under Uta Hagen at the Herbert Berghof Studio.

Returning to England, she joined the Shakespeare Memorial Theater (later the Royal Shakespeare Company), where she appeared in "the Merchant of Venice," "Measure for Measure" and Peter Hall's first production, "Love Labour's Lost."

She met Mr. West while filming a BBC historical production, "She Died Young" (1961). They married in 1963.

In addition to her sons, Ms. Scales is survived by a stepdaughter, Juliet, from Mr. West's first marriage; seven grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren. A brother, Timothy Illingworth, died in 2017. Mr. West died last year.

After "Fawlty Towers," Ms. Scales continued to be a regular presence on British television. In 1985 and 1986 she was Miss Elizabeth Mapp in "Mapp & Lucia," a series based on novels by E.F. Benson that followed the gossipy middle-aged women of a small town in 1930s England.

Attracting a following in the United States, the show was described as "positively delicious" by John J. O'Connor in a New York Times review: "Mapp, plumpish, round and insinuating, is brought to blazing hypocritical perfection by Prunella Scales"

In 1980, she starred at the Old Vic in "An Evening With Queen Victoria," a one-woman stage show based on the queen's diaries and letters. She went on to perform it a reported 400 times in theaters, churches and municipal halls across the country, and in Bermuda, Brunei, the United States and Australia.

In 1988, Ms. Scales won critical acclaim for her portrayal of Queen Elizabeth II in the Alan Bennett play "A Question of Attribution" staged at London's National Theater; she repeated the role when it was adapted as a BBC film in 1991. "Without ever indulging in caricature," Frank Rich wrote in The Times, "the extraordinary Miss Scales makes a completely persuasive queen: shrewd without being intellectual, convivial without being intimate, charming without being warm."

 She made several films in the 1990s, including "Howards End" (1992), with Anthony Hopkins and Vanessa Redgrave; "Second Best" (1994), with William Hurt; and "Wolf" (1994), with Jack Nicholson and Michelle Pfeiffer.

In 1992, she was made a Commander of the Order of the British Empire. She taught acting at the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art and at the Actors Center and also in private workshops, and she worked steadily on television, stage and radio until her official retirement from acting in 2020.

But it always seemed that interviewers wanted to talk only about "Fawlty Towers." For her part, Ms. Scales said she would always be grateful to Sybil.

"Most people seem to remember Sybil as this hideous gorgon of a woman," she told her biographer. But, she said, "I consider her a heroine."

Claire Moses contributed reporting.
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Edward J. Blakely, 87, Dies; Hired to Oversee Katrina Recovery in New Orleans

An urban planner who specialized in disaster recovery, he was brought in to revive the city after the 2005 storm. The task proved larger than one man could handle.

Edward J. Blakely in New Orleans in 2007, not long after he was hired to oversee the city's recovery from Hurricane Katrina. Cheryl Gerber for The New York Times



By Adam Nossiter



Oct 29, 2025 at 06:42 PM

Edward J. Blakely, an urban planning expert who helped oversee disaster recovery in a number of cities, including Oakland, Calif., following the 1989 earthquake and New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina, where he was roundly criticized for failing to deliver on his promises, died on Sept. 6 at his home in Sydney, Australia. He was 87.

His death was announced by the University of California, Berkeley, where Mr. Blakely taught from 1974 to 1994 and served as chairman of the department of city and regional planning.

When Mr. Blakely arrived in New Orleans in early 2007, the city was still reeling from the storm that had hit 16 months before. Its population had been nearly halved, whole neighborhoods were ruined, and the municipal government -- under a mayor, C. Ray Nagin, who would later be found guilty of bribery and fraud -- was paralyzed.

Mr. Blakely, who had previous experience in disaster recovery, was brought in from Australia, where he held a faculty position at the University of Sydney, to take matters in hand.

During his tenure at Berkeley, Mr. Blakely had been a key player in urban governance. "Through two mayoral administrations, he had an office in City Hall and was an adviser on everything from rebuilding freeways after the 1989 earthquake, to redeveloping shuttered naval bases and reforming demoralized schools," The New York Times wrote in 2000. (He ran for mayor of Oakland in 1998, finishing a distant second to Jerry Brown, who went on to become the governor of California.)

Mr. Blakely at a news conference in New Orleans in 2007 with Mayor Ray Nagin, left. Cheryl Gerber/Associated Press


Things were different in New Orleans. "The only thing I had from Mayor Nagin was his injunction: 'Fix it!,'" Mr. Blakely wrote in his 2012 memoir, "My Storm: Managing the Recovery of New Orleans in the Wake of Katrina."

"What the hell did THAT mean?" he added.

But the task of bringing the city back proved far larger than one man at the helm of a dysfunctional city government could handle.

Mr. Blakely proceeded to develop a plan of "target zones," 17 areas in the devastated city that would be the focus of intensive development and investment, with the idea that they would drive the overall recovery.

In early interviews, he promised "cranes on the skyline" by September 2007 and -- unused to the spotlight but accustomed to a tenured professor's independence of tongue -- let loose with a series of sharp-edged characterizations of local foibles, raising hackles in a place where many are acutely sensitive to outsiders' perceptions.

New Orleans's warring racial factions, he said, were "a bit like the Shiites and Sunnis." He called the civic elite "insular" and described residents as "buffoons."

By the time Mr. Blakely left 31 months later, few of his goals had been accomplished. There had been no "cranes on the skyline" in September, and he had succeeded in nothing so much as eliciting a collective "good riddance" from residents and the local press.

"A complete list of Nagin's ill-considered and disastrous hires would fill a book," a columnist for The Times-Picayune, James Gill, wrote years after Mr. Blakely had returned to Australia. "Pride of place would have to go to Ed Blakely, his choice to lead the city's Katrina recovery, who spent half his time spouting gobbledygook and the other half bad-mouthing the local populace."

An editorial in the same newspaper shortly after his departure put it succinctly: "It wouldn't be correct to say that Mr. Blakely achieved nothing during his tenure in New Orleans. But the list is pretty slim given the authority bestowed upon him."

While New Orleans did eventually recover from the terrible storm of August 2005, it had little to do with Mr. Blakely and his ambitious plan. And the recovery was far from complete: With a current population of about 360,000, the city is still at least 100,000 short of its pre-Katrina tally, and it continues to lose residents.

Mr. Blakely showing a New Orleans resident his plans for rebuilding her neighborhood in 2007. Cheryl Gerber for The New York Times


But some of the scorn aimed at Mr. Blakely was misdirected. The weaknesses that he identified -- a fragile economy that relied too heavily on tourism, an insular civic culture -- persist. Mr. Blakely was correct in identifying an influx of outsiders as a key factor in any potential renaissance for a city that had been in long, slow decline well before Katrina hit.

And he was accurate in perceiving, even before he had begun work in New Orleans, that its perennial drawbacks -- poverty, corruption, incompetent local officials -- had been exacerbated by Katrina, not created by it.

"I found these and other underlying problems to be far more compelling and challenging than the ravages of the storm itself," he wrote in his memoir. "In other words, much of the disaster had happened before the disaster."

Edward James Blakely was born on April 21, 1938, in San Bernardino, Calif., one of two sons of Edward Blakely, a railroad worker who later owned a gas station, and Josephine Elizabeth (Carter) Blakely.

He earned a B.A. in 1960 from the University of California, Riverside, where he played football. In 1963, he earned an M.A. in Latin American history from Berkeley. He earned a Ph.D. in education and management from the University of California, Los Angeles in 1970. Much later, in 2018, he earned a law degree from Northwestern University.

Mr. Blakely in 1989 at his office at Berkeley, where he served as chairman of the department of city and regional planning. Terrence McCarthy for The New York Times


After his time at Berkeley, Mr. Blakely taught at the University of Southern California and at the New School in New York, where he served as dean of management and urban policy. He was a professor of urban and regional planning at the University of Sydney and served as a justice of the peace in New South Wales and as acting commissioner for the New South Wales Land and Environment Court.

The statement from Berkeley announcing Mr. Blakely's death noted that he "advised the governments of Japan, Turkey, Chile, Honduras and Indonesia after disasters there." He was particularly proud of the work he did in Italy as a visiting professor in urban climate change at Universita Iuav di Venezia, assisting the government of Venice in fighting the rising tides there, his daughter Pieta Blakely said in an interview.

Mr. Blakely was the author, with Mary Gail Snyder, of "Fortress America: Gated Communities in the United States" (1997); with William W. Goldsmith, of "Separate Societies: Poverty and Inequality in U.S. Cities" (2010); and with Nancey Green Leigh, of "Planning Local Economic Development: Theory and Practice" (1988 and subsequent editions).

In addition to his daughter Pieta, he is survived by his wife, Maaike; another daughter, Brette Blakely; two granddaughters; and a brother, Warren.

Throughout his tempestuous tenure in New Orleans, Mr. Blakely remained haunted by his initial impression of the city in 2007 in Katrina's aftermath.

"The ride downtown from the airport that January day was like passing through one long, uninterrupted place of mourning," he wrote in his memoir. "Sand seemed to cover every surface. The skies, along with everything else, were dull gray. I saw no birds flying or roosting."
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Tressie McMillan Cottom


A Nazi Tattoo Exposes Democrats' Greatest Weakness

 Sophie Park/Getty Images



By Tressie McMillan Cottom
Opinion Columnist


Oct 29, 2025 at 09:03 AM

All you have to do is take a passing glance at Graham Platner, a progressive candidate for U.S. Senate in Maine, to understand why so many Democrats have been frothing at the mouth over his candidacy for months. His beefy tattooed arms and weathered face made him look like a live-action Popeye. He's often styled in a dirty ball cap and ragged T-shirt, implying a sort of everyman machismo.

It's the kind of look that suggests Platner could be the Democratic Party's new great white hope -- a working-class white man who can speak to class antagonism in an economically unequal electorate.

There's just one teensy-weensy problem. It turns out that friend-of-the-white-working-class had a Nazi tattoo.

The tattoo resembles a Totenkopf, a well-known symbol of official Nazis, the Nazi-adjacent and people who just think that Nazi iconography is tough. The gist is that Platner got the tattoo in 2007 in Croatia when he was on leave with his fellow Marines. Platner has said that he didn't know the symbol's semiotics. He only knew that Marines get "terrifying-looking" tattoos.

(It's worth stating that Platner's former political director has questioned his claim of ignorance. The campaign said the director's allegation was a "a lie from a disgruntled former employee.")

Platner's campaign has been busy handling the fallout from the tattoo and his Reddit comment history, which was sometimes racist, misogynistic and homophobic and sometimes antifascist and antiracist. It's the kind of messiness the internet inculcates. No one with a social media history is pure. After 18 years sporting what may or may not have been a symbol of the SS, Platner announced last week that he had the tattoo covered up. We are far enough away from his Democratic primary next June that all this should end up as just another weird little political story in an extraordinary political moment in American history.

Or it would, except over the weekend, several prominent Democrats took time out of their remaining days on God's green earth to lecture Democratic voters on learning to forgive.

Chris Murphy, a Democratic senator from Connecticut, told CNN's Jake Tapper that Platner sounds like a mistake-making human being who was, like so many soldiers, going through a "difficult time." The tattoo, his words implied, shouldn't worry us too much. Platner is a man who can speak to "working-class concerns," and that is what the party must prioritize.

Bernie Sanders, the longtime senator from Vermont, also had plenty to say. He had endorsed Platner early in his campaign. After the tattoo debacle, Sanders did not revoke his endorsement, saying that there are "more important issues" worth our focus.

Bernie's got us there. There are more important issues. A gilded, would-be emperor is sitting atop the wealthiest, most powerful nation in the world. How did he get there? A cosplay of economic populism that elevated a fixture of the tabloid press to the captain's chair of Western democracy. It was turbocharged by his willingness to cozy up to radical right-wing racists, promising them legal, political and cultural clemency for their racist deeds.

Now, Republican politicians are free to steep themselves in white Christian nationalism to play to the base that Donald Trump built for them. This country is being ruled by a powerful minority that espouses deplorable minority views that polling shows a majority of voters in this country disagree with. That is the big problem.

It is also the same problem as a guy wearing a Nazi tattoo.

I cannot swear to know the minds of men like Murphy and Sanders. But, were I a betting person, I'd wager someone else's riches that they know racism and xenophobia are inextricably linked to America's inchoate understanding of class politics. They know that "working class" has become a powerful political totem of its own -- a discursive sleight of hand used to separate out white voters' concerns as more legitimate, more materially grounded, more important than other voters' concerns.

These senators are demonstrating a willful blindness that has become endemic in the Democratic Party. Their rhetoric -- and the conventional wisdom that flows from it -- suggests that we cannot talk about economic solutions without abandoning our commitment to the Black, Latino, gay, transgender and female poor that are the lifeblood of the Democratic Party's base. The conceit at the heart of that belief is that poor white people are too racist, and too uniquely ignorant of their racism, to vote in their best interests. Therefore, Democrats have to accept a little racism to win the working class.

It is an old argument. History will tell you that negotiating with racism or fascism or authoritarianism never ends well.

It is also a cop-out that can sound like political pragmatism: The idea that we simply must learn to overlook bad behavior as mere human foibles. Who among us, it is implied, has not said or done or etched a hateful symbol of exclusion and oppression into our minds or bodies? If Democrats are to win back the "working class" that they have lost to Trump, they have to look beyond silly things like Nazi iconography or a little casual racism or a soupcon of sexism and anything else that the "woke" left of the party cares about.

I find it hard to imagine that we would be having this conversation at all were Platner anything other than a fit middle-aged white guy who dresses like a stock photo of a "real man." Our culture is built to eternally forgive men, generally, and white men of means, especially, for their mistakes. Every single time, they were young and immature and it would be a shame to hold them accountable for anything they did wrong. The rest of us just need to be strong-armed into the forgiving and forgetting portion of the program.

That is how you get to the place I found myself this week, reading apologia for a hateful symbol pretending to be sound, hard-nosed political analysis.

Now, I know for a fact that the working class in this country looks more like a Latino woman who cleans houses than it looks like Platner, a former defense contractor turned oyster farmer with some leftist political beliefs.

I also know a lot of actual poor white people. The kind of poor white people who don't even make enough or have enough to be counted among the working class. The people who rely on SNAP benefits for their meals and emergency rooms for their health care.

Sometimes they subsist on a diet of racist notions to explain why their lives are as hard as they are. Sometimes those poor white people even have racist tattoos. I live in the South. There is no shortage of Confederate flags and "Don't tread on me" tags on display in hot, humid months.

Once, at a meeting with tenant organizers in the center of white American poverty in Appalachia, a young white guy showed up to a meeting with his Stars and Bars tattoo on display. The poor white rural women and working-class Black women who run those meetings took this guy to task. They told him (colorfully) to get himself together. And the next week they all protested their landlord together.

Their coalition-building wasn't the kind of kumbaya that Platner apologists are talking about, where a room full of people were expected to swallow their outrage to preserve one man's feelings. There was accountability. There was education. And there was meaningful action. There was not a college degree or a political donor among them, and yet, somehow, actual poor people figured out how to handle racist iconography without scapegoating minorities or making excuses for a white man's mistakes.

Here's the thing. The Democratic Party has a problem. The party's leaders think they have a problem with Trump voters. Some polling says white men without college degrees don't like them, don't trust them and won't vote for them, so they think the only logical way forward is to pander. Their polling addiction ignores more complex political instruments telling them that the working class isn't just white men and that centrism isn't enough to bring white voters back into the fold.

It is going to take hard politics. The kind that shows up in communities between elections and solves problems that don't sound glamorous on television talk shows. It looks like facing down the Klan in a trailer park, not complaining about racism while doing far too little to avert it. It means believing that racism is not a natural condition of poverty but a political weapon that rich men use to constrain poor people's political power. And -- most critically -- it looks like not wanting, even for a second, to be confused with the people who would do that. You don't wear a red hat as a joke. You don't fly the ironic flag of historical hate to get a rise out of people. You don't wear the cool tattoo for over a decade that maybe, kind of, possibly, probably looks like something horrible and hateful.

It is a remarkably low bar to clear. And a white working-class aesthetic is not nearly enough to clear it. Real working-class politics does not assume the worst of working-class people's impulses. It does not launder their concerns for political points. It certainly does not argue, directly or indirectly, that a little racism is a good thing for reaching them.

I don't particularly care about the symbols people use to signal their membership in a group. Maybe you do need a terrifying tattoo to be a real Marine. And maybe sometimes that terrifying tattoo might resemble Nazi iconography. If you are willing to accept that from a distance, as many Democrats say they are, a person may not be able to tell the real symbol of hate from its doppelganger, that is for you to live with.

But, I do care about the political trade-offs we will ask people to make in the name of pragmatism. If the Democratic future requires us to exchange our discomfort with casual Nazism to advance a political agenda, I am not interested. Maybe other voters are -- some polling suggests that young voters still support Platner. And maybe Platner will find a way to redeem himself. No one owes him that chance, but there is still a way forward. It's called doing the work.

But don't tell me that excusing that tattoo is good politics. It is the exact same politics that the right is selling, in a different outfit.

Poor people can be self-determined. They prove it every day, mostly by surviving while being poor in a country that is mean and nasty and hostile to them. There is a rich history of multiracial, cross-class organizing in this country, even in the South, where so many people pretend racism is just too strident for working-class politics to thrive.

If that history exists and if that culture still thrives in the poorest corners of our country, why do so many people feel the need to work so hard to redeem a man who had a Nazi tattoo?

That's a question for Democrats.
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Trump Lost the Trade War to China
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By Nicholas Kristof
Opinion Columnist


Oct 29, 2025 at 09:00 PM

After the United States-China summit planned for Thursday, President Trump may crow about his deal-making skill. Aides may suggest that he deserves a Nobel Prize for negotiation -- but I invite you to roll your eyes.

The most important bilateral relationship in the world today is between the United States and China, and Trump has bungled it. He started a trade war that Washington has been losing, and if a truce is formalized this week, it will likely be one with China holding power over America and leaving our influence diminished.

When Trump rashly announced his "Liberation Day" tariffs in April, he badly miscalculated. He seemed to think that China was vulnerable because it exported far more to the United States than it purchased. He apparently didn't appreciate that much of what China purchased, like soybeans, it could get elsewhere -- while Beijing is now the OPEC of rare earth minerals, leaving us without alternative sources. China controls about 90 percent of rare earths and is the sole supplier of six heavy rare earth minerals; it also dominates rare earth magnets.

Rare earths and rare earth magnets are essential ingredients of modern industry. They are necessary for the manufacturing of drones, automobiles, airplanes, wind turbines, many electronics and much military equipment; without them, some American factories would close and military suppliers would be severely affected. A single submarine can require four tons of rare earths.

It was quite predictable that China would respond to an international dispute by weaponizing its control over rare earths, for that is what it did with Japan in 2010. Sure enough, two days after Trump announced his Liberation Day tariffs, China announced export controls for some rare earths. It then greatly expanded the export controls this month.

It soon became obvious that President Xi Jinping of China had us over a barrel, for the United States economy depends on Chinese rare earths far more than China depends on American soybeans.

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent says that negotiators have now "reached a substantial framework" for a trade deal between Trump and Xi. If the framework holds, it appears that the United States will cut and cancel tariffs and China will suspend its latest restrictions on rare earth mineral exports and resume soybean purchases. On the surface, that might look like a return to the status quo before the trade war, but it's more like our surrendering and ending up in a weaker position after a conflict we started.

That's because the dispute led China to weaponize its control of rare earths and hold this over us indefinitely as a cudgel. Indeed, a one-year suspension of export controls on rare earths would be a brilliant move by Xi, allowing Beijing to retain its leverage over the United States without causing such disruption that America and other countries would make all-out efforts to break China's near-monopoly on the minerals.

At a conference over the weekend, I asked a large room full of international relations experts for a show of hands: Who thought the United States was winning the trade war, who believed China was winning and who thought it was too soon to tell? Overwhelmingly, people said China was winning and now holds the advantage.

Now that Trump has induced China to weaponize rare earths, we don't have any rapid way of finding alternative sources. (Republican and Democratic presidents over the years should have worked much harder to develop rare earth mines and refineries.) Terry Lynch, the chief executive of Power Metallic Mines, a major mining company based in Canada, told me that the West needs a Manhattan Project-scale effort to develop rare earth capabilities, but that even such an all-out initiative would probably take five to seven years to get results.

"In that interim time, we're going to have to make a deal with China," he said.

In effect, Trump started a trade war and soon found that he was carrying a tariff to a knife fight. The trade bully unexpectedly found himself bullied, so he began to court China and make concessions.

Trump dialed back tariffs (before threatening new ones). He eased rules on exporting chips to China. He allowed TikTok to continue to operate in the United States, despite serious national security concerns. He blocked a visit to the United States by Taiwan's president and reportedly delayed an arms sale to Taiwan. As the Center for American Progress put it, "the Trump administration's approach to China is in a strategic free fall."

That's what I worry about in the coming years. Xi sees our weakness. He has established that he has the upper hand in the bilateral relationship and that Trump is the weak one who will buckle under pressure, including on security matters. And because Trump has betrayed and antagonized allies, they are less likely to work with us in resisting Beijing.

Xi may suspend his rare earths restrictions for a year, but I doubt he'll let us build stockpiles. I suspect it will be more difficult for American companies to acquire rare earths to make fighter aircraft and submarines -- and in fairness, Xi in some respects is simply doing to the United States what we have done to China.

In any case, a one-year suspension of rare earth licensing may simply be a way of reminding American leaders -- and others around the world, for the restrictions were global -- of their vulnerability. The aim presumably would be to induce more compliant behavior on issues Beijing cares about, from Taiwan to human rights complaints about Xinjiang and Tibet.

Sun Tzu, the great military strategist, wrote in "The Art of War" 2,500 years ago, "To win 100 victories in 100 battles is not the acme of skill. To subdue the enemy without fighting is the acme of skill." And that may be what Xi has in mind, allowing China by its newfound trade leverage to project more military power in the western Pacific without firing a single missile.

Xi may explicitly or implicitly use the threat of limiting rare earth exports to encourage Trump to dial down support for Taiwan or reduce patrols in the South China Sea. If Trump goes along with that, it would be an enormous setback for America in Asia and a big gain for Chinese influence. Our allies would shudder at the thought of diminished American power in the Pacific, and there would be a growing risk of Chinese aggression in the Taiwan Strait.

So don't rush to applaud whatever triumphant announcements you may hear from Trump and his aides about a landmark deal with China. We Americans may have lost not just a trade war but a chunk of our global credibility and influence for years to come, in ways that would be seen globally as a harbinger of American decline.
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Guest Essay


Hurricane Melissa Maxed Out What Scientists Thought Was Possible
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By Alan Gerard
Mr. Gerard was a meteorologist at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration for 35 years, and helped forecast some of America's largest weather-related disasters, including Hurricane Katrina and the 2011 tornado outbreak in the Southeast.


Oct 29, 2025 at 04:02 PM

Before Hurricane Melissa, the most damaging hurricane to hit Jamaica was Gilbert, which struck the island in September 1988. Gilbert was a Category 4 hurricane when it made landfall and caused tremendous damage from intense winds, storm surge and flooding. Tens of thousands were left homeless, and 49 people were killed.

At the time, I was working as a meteorology intern at a television station in St. Louis. I got most of my information about the storm from John Hope, a former National Hurricane Center forecaster who was the Weather Channel's first hurricane expert (and one of its first meteorological stars). Back then, global warming was just beginning to become a focus of people who studied the atmosphere and the weather.

Forty years later, when I look at satellite imagery and other data on hurricanes and extreme weather, I often cannot believe my eyes. Most of these mind-boggling events have a potential link to climate change.

For Hurricane Melissa, the moment of disbelief came in stages. The first was the satellite images of the storm's incredibly clear and warm eye in the center of a swirling mass of intense thunderstorms. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's automated satellite algorithm that estimates the intensity of tropical storms and hurricanes had essentially maxed out, reaching values seen on rare occasions in the Pacific Ocean, but never in the Atlantic.

By the time Melissa made landfall midday on Tuesday along the southwest coast of Jamaica, the storm was the most intense hurricane I have seen make landfall in my decades of watching the Atlantic tropics. (Hurricane experts say it was one of the three most intense hurricanes to hit land on record, stronger even than Katrina.)

Intense hurricanes need very warm ocean water for fuel, but they also tend to churn up colder ocean water from below, a process known as upwelling. Typically, very slow-moving, powerful hurricanes like Melissa will upwell so much chilly water that there won't be enough warm water to maintain intensity. In this case, though, the water south of Jamaica was not only unusually warm -- about 2.5 degrees Fahrenheit above normal -- it was also abnormally warm to a great depth, which meant Melissa continued to intensify as it reached land, despite moving slowly.

It is not hyperbole to say that western Jamaica experienced something near to the worst tropical cyclone impacts our planet can produce.

Time and research will determine if climate change will significantly increase the frequency and intensity of hurricanes such as Melissa. But the connection between global warming and increased sea surface temperatures is already well established. We also know that more frequent and impactful weather-related disasters are occurring because more human beings are in harm's way.

According to Federal Reserve and World Bank records, the population of Jamaica has grown by more than 20 percent in the years since Gilbert hit the country, now totaling more than 2.8 million. I have little doubt that climate change is contributing to more significant meteorological events, and in what's known as the expanding bull's-eye effect, more people in harm's way contribute to enormous disasters.

While it will likely be many days before we know the extent of the devastation caused by Melissa, it is probable that areas around the path of the eye will prove to have incurred greater damage than the areas worst hit by Gilbert. Melissa has caused at least four deaths in Jamaica and more than 20 in Haiti. Cuba is also reeling from life-threatening storm surge, wind damage and flooding after Melissa made landfall there as a Category 3 storm.

Melissa is our planet's latest warning that we must keep improving how we forecast these events and how we prepare people to recover from them. As someone who worked for our federal government for 35 years, I am also keenly aware of how our own national capabilities in forecasting and disaster response have eroded in recent months.

Natural hazards are huge threats not only to human life but also to national economies. Investing in our ability to prepare, forecast, warn about and respond to these threats can save lives and improve livelihoods.

Hurricane Melissa should prompt a collective moment of disbelief that should make America -- and indeed, the world -- redouble its efforts to keep people safe and prepare for the future.

Alan Gerard owns the meteorological consulting firm Balanced Weather and writes a daily weather and science newsletter at balancedweather.substack.com.
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The Doctor Who Hates Medicine

Casey Means, second from left, was in the audience as Robert F. Kennedy Jr. testified at his confirmation hearing in January. Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters



By Rachael Bedard
Dr. Bedard is a geriatrician, a palliative care doctor and a writer.


Oct 30, 2025 at 05:00 AM

The confirmation hearing for Dr. Casey Means was delayed on Thursday. Reports suggest Dr. Means is in labor.

Dr. Casey Means, President Trump's nominee for surgeon general, graduated from the Stanford School of Medicine but abandoned her residency before completion, and has spent the past half-dozen years as a wellness influencer and tech company founder. She says she left medicine when she realized she was training to treat the complications of illness rather than the root causes.

"With a wall full of awards and honors for my clinical and research performance," she writes in her book, "Good Energy," "I walked out of the hospital and embarked on a journey to understand the real reasons why people get sick."

As the nation's top doctor, the surgeon general is meant to be a trusted voice guiding Americans on matters concerning their health, bolstered by professional credentials and experience. Dr. Means, whose Senate hearings for the position were supposed to begin on Thursday, is a strange choice for the job. She is simultaneously boastful of her academic accomplishments and insistent on their uselessness. She references graduating at the top of her class at Stanford to establish her authority, only to then use that authority to argue that Stanford and institutions like it are fundamentally corrupt. She is an anti-expert expert, the doctor who believes doctors make people sicker. Her biography is typical of the leaders Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the secretary of health and human services, has elevated. In his eyes, this paradoxical relationship to expertise is exactly what qualifies her for the job.

"'Trust the experts' is not a feature of science or democracy; it's a feature of religion and totalitarianism" is a maxim often repeated by Mr. Kennedy. Thus far, his efforts to oust the experts has more closely resembled regime change than democratization. Rather than attempt some novel way to honor diversity of opinion, Mr. Kennedy has simply shut one establishment out while creating another. He has installed a new ruling class at the Department of Health and Human Services and vested it with the authority to determine what ought to count as fact.

When faced with the possibility of dissent from within his ranks, he fires people, as he did with Dr. Susan Monarez, whom he appointed to head the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, only to dismiss her when she told him she would not approve his handpicked advisory committee's recommended changes to the vaccine schedule.

His new establishment -- including Dr. Jay Bhattacharya at the National Institutes of Health, Dr. Marty Makary at the Food and Drug Administration and others -- nonetheless leans heavily on signifiers of conventional prestige for legitimacy. When reporters and scientists questioned the Trump administration's recent effort to link Tylenol and autism, administration leaders and defenders emphasized that one of the studies they relied on was conducted by a dean at Harvard (who, it turned out, had been paid to testify in lawsuits against the makers of Tylenol).

In a chapter in her book titled "Trust Yourself, Not Your Doctor," Dr. Means writes that "when it comes to preventing and managing chronic disease, you should not trust the medical system" (emphasis hers). She believes Americans need to lean into lifestyle changes to stop the chronic disease epidemic: whole-food diets free of added sugar and seed oils, frequent exercise, consistent sleep, decreased exposure to toxins. Should she be confirmed, her interest in "metabolic health" -- how the body turns fuel into energy -- is likely to be a significant focus of her work.

Dr. Means is right to criticize conventional medicine for demonstrating insufficient curiosity about the roles that diet and environmental factors play in making us sick. I dispute, however, her claims about the precise relationship between healthy habits and cell function. "Our modern diets and lifestyles are synergistically ravaging our mitochondria" is a characteristically berserk, science-ish statement intended to suggest Dr. Means is speaking in the realm of fact rather than hypothesis.

Above all, I reject Dr. Means's insistence that modern medicine has no role to play in preventing, managing and helping reverse chronic disease. It's rigid, dogmatic and untrue. It also strikes me as deeply counterproductive.

Dr. Means could build a big, diverse tent filled with people eager to tackle her stated priority: the relationship between the food system, the American diet, metabolism and chronic illness. Instead, her intense anti-medicine skepticism forecloses meaningful discourse with people who do not entirely agree with her.

That's too bad, because an approach that challenged mainstream theories without insisting on their essential rottenness might gain a lot of purchase. There are countless examples of paradigm shifts in medicine pushed by rebels who believed the field was thinking about things the wrong way. Expert culture within health care actually can be confronted with its arrogance, and forced to change. It happens a lot; it's how the field evolves.

One recent evolution is of special relevance to both Dr. Means and me. She opens her book with the story of her mother, who died of pancreatic cancer. A few chapters later, Dr. Means describes an interaction her family had with oncologists who recommended her mother consider treatments that might extend her life by a few months, but could also introduce new complications or even hasten her death. The Means family, in accordance with their mother's wishes, opted to forgo those treatments and instead take her home to spend their final days together.

Dr. Means was, of course, deeply affected by this event. She took the entire episode as evidence that the health care system was essentially broken.

I am a palliative care doctor. I work with patients with serious illness who, like the Means family, must make difficult decisions based on what matters most to them. Dr. Means, who trained later in medicine than I did, would have known that palliative care exists for the purpose of supporting families like hers. Palliative care is only decades old, but it has transformed the culture of medicine by insisting that there are concerns beyond shrinking tumors that should inform treatment plans, such as patients' suffering and agency around what happens to their bodies.

This change happened because of pressures from within medicine and outside it. It has been, to borrow Mr. Kennedy's ideals, both scientific and democratic. There are plenty of other stories of how science and medicine have changed in the face of new ideas. A surgeon general or health secretary who cared sincerely about challenging a "trust the experts" paradigm might look at this recent history and take interest in it. Make America Healthy Again thinking, a focus on metabolic health, alternative approaches to tackling high blood pressure and diabetes: There's room for all of it alongside our current disease treatments.

Each surgeon general gets to decide her or his own agenda and how to communicate it to the American people. The most recent surgeon general highlighted such unconventional topics as loneliness and parental burnout. The role is something of a doctor-influencer in chief, and it is well suited to disrupters with big ideas. At this moment, when trust in public health and science is falling, we need disruption. We need leadership with new ideas and the humility to know that Americans hold diverse perspectives on how they want to take care of their bodies.

Dr. Means is not that leader. She and Mr. Kennedy do not intend to democratize science; they want to replace what they describe as one set of orthodoxies with another, with the fervor of manifest destiny crossed with a revenge plot. Their ascent signals that the experts in charge have been switched out for contrarians and dropouts, who continue to trumpet their credentials even as they seek to dismantle the system that awarded them.

Rachael Bedard is a geriatrician and a palliative care doctor.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.
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Josh Hawley's Plea for Food Assistance

Readers respond to the senator's Opinion guest essay about the possible cutoff of SNAP benefits.

 Chance DeVille


Oct 29, 2025 at 05:47 PM

To the Editor:

Re "No American Should Go to Bed Hungry," by Josh Hawley (Opinion guest essay, Oct. 29):

Senator Hawley, a Missouri Republican, is rightly concerned that if the government shutdown continues, millions of Americans will soon lose their SNAP benefits and could go hungry. He says there are two possible solutions: "pass a clean funding bill to reopen the government in its entirety," or pass his bill to provide food aid to the poor during the shutdown.

He does not mention a third option, which is for him and his fellow Republicans to agree to amend the government funding bill to extend the health insurance subsidies that Democrats are demanding. If the subsidies disappear, as Republicans intend, millions of poor people will lose their ability to afford health insurance. Meanwhile, those slightly better off will struggle to pay the higher health insurance prices without subsidies, only to find that they have trouble paying for groceries.

Why is feeding poor people essential, but providing them with medical care is not?

Dan Frazier
Boca Raton, Fla.

To the Editor:

Earlier this year, I felt a flicker of hope when, in an Opinion guest essay much like this one, Senator Josh Hawley urged Congress to preserve Medicaid funding. I hoped his words signaled a willingness to cast his vote to stop the very cuts he now decries in this piece.

One of Senator Hawley's constituents wrote these heartbreaking words to him: "I understand getting rid of the SNAP program for those who are doing fraud or giving it to illegal aliens. But what about those who need it?"

Actions speak louder than words, Senator. Your vote for the Big Beautiful Bill made those cuts law. You can't wash your hands of their impact by writing performative letters and opinion pieces. The real fraud is the one you're committing on your constituents: pretending to care while casting deciding votes to take food from their dinner tables under the false pretense of waste and abuse.

Sam Collins
Charlotte, N.C.

To the Editor:

I never thought I would agree with Senator Josh Hawley, but in his impassioned support for SNAP benefits for 42 million Americans, I do. And I have an actual solution to suggest to him and his colleagues who profess such support for our critical safety net: Do not think you are powerless. All it takes is for a small handful of Republican senators (say, five) to decide to put their constituents and the American people first -- before the senators' power and before their job security.

Join together and tell President Trump and the House speaker, Mike Johnson, "If you don't immediately fund SNAP, we will join the Democratic Party and vote with Democrats for the remainder of our terms." Do that, and my money is on an immediate resolution to the "hunger games" being played out on the needy of America.

Robin Baxter
Saratoga Springs, N.Y.

To the Editor:

At long last, perhaps we see a faint flicker of moral light in a party long darkened by cruelty. Senator Josh Hawley's call to keep food assistance flowing does not erase his record, but it shows that some Republicans still recognize the difference between governance and punishment.

For too long, the G.O.P. has mocked the very compassion Senator Hawley now invokes -- the belief that a nation's greatness lies not in profits or power but in care for "the last, the least, the lost." If even one Republican remembers that love of neighbor is at the heart of our democracy, we should take notice.

America's strength has never been in wealth hoarded, but in kindness shared -- in Social Security, Medicare and food programs born of our collective conscience. Perhaps, just perhaps, a few Republicans are awakening to that truth again: that to govern with humanity is not weakness but wisdom, not charity but justice.

Tom Debley
Walnut Creek, Calif.

To the Editor:

Every word Senator Josh Hawley writes about food assistance is equally true for health care assistance, the funding for which was the primary driver for the government shutdown.

Significantly, Senator Hawley does not ever mention the words "health care" in his essay discussing what poor people in America need.

I wish the senator would write a sequel called "No American Should Wake Up Sick Without Health Care."

Barbara Quackenbos
West Orange, N.J.
The writer was a health care lawyer for more than three decades.
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Power [?][?] Moves

How China Powers Its Electric Cars and High-Speed Trains


By Keith Bradsher
Photographs by Gilles Sabrie
Reporting from Guquan, China


Yue Du Jian Ti Zhong Wen Ban  Yue Du Fan Ti Zhong Wen Ban 

In China, the longest ultrahigh-voltage power line stretches more than 2,000 miles from the far northwest to the populous southeast -- the equivalent of transmitting electricity from Idaho to New York City.


The power line starts in a remote desert in northwest China, where vast arrays of solar panels and wind turbines generate electricity on a monumental scale. It snakes southeast, following an ancient river between mountain ranges before reaching Anhui Province near Shanghai, home to 61 million people and some of China's most successful electric car and robot manufacturers.

That's a single power line. China has 41 others. Each is capable of carrying more electricity than any utility transmission line in the United States. That's partly because China is using technology that makes its lines far more efficient than almost anywhere else in the world. The feat is owed to China's ambitious national energy policies and the fact that few residents along the path of these lines dare object -- even though the lines cause small electric shocks that local people said they could feel when holding a metal fishing pole.

"As long as you don't fish directly underneath the wires and keep the fishing line from getting tangled in the wires, it's basically fine," Shu Jie, an air-conditioning repairman, said matter-of-factly, showing off a six-inch fish he had just caught.

China's aggressive embrace of clean energy technologies, at a faster pace than even its own government expected or planned, has left it with an unquenchable thirst for electricity. Half the country's new cars are battery-powered, and the 30,000 miles of high-speed rail lines run on electricity. Wind and solar energy provided over a quarter of China's power in April, a milestone that few other countries can brag about.

But much of that clean energy is produced in the country's sunny, windy western and northern regions, far from most of its people and factories. More than 90 percent of China's 1.4 billion people live in the east, where cloudy days, windless nights and sluggish rivers limit the potential for clean energy. So to move the electricity to where it is needed most, China is urgently upgrading its power grid.

Shu Jie, who could feel static electricity when he fished with a long metallic pole near power lines, said he tried not to fish directly underneath them. "It's basically fine," he said.


Beijing's central planners, having underestimated the country's swift adoption of solar and wind energy, are building the world's first nationwide grid of ultrahigh-voltage power transmission lines.

Beijing's expansion of its power grid contrasts sharply with President Trump's "Drill, baby, drill" approach of doubling down on fossil fuels and rolling back federal programs to spur greater use of clean energy.

In July, the Energy Department terminated its commitment to provide a $4.9 billion loan guarantee for construction of the Grain Belt Express power line to take wind power from Kansas to cities in Illinois and Indiana. That 800-mile ultrahigh-voltage line, which would have covered a shorter distance than dozens of lines already built in China, ran into criticism from rural landowners and Republican lawmakers.

Even before Mr. Trump took office, other renewable energy projects in the United States had to wait as long as 17 years for permits to be approved for transmission lines running a few hundred miles.

Many of China's ultrahigh-voltage lines use direct current technology, which allows them to carry electricity for long distances with barely any of the transmission losses that affect most high-power lines in other countries.

China's more efficient power lines have broad consequences for the global race against climate change. They will help determine how quickly China can reduce its world-leading use of coal, a stain on the country's clean energy track record. China uses as much coal as the entire rest of the world, and emits more greenhouse gases than the United States and the European Union combined.

A resident of Xuchong Village near the terminus of the world's longest and most powerful ultrahigh-voltage power line.


The more advanced power grid is starting to address a central problem facing China's energy planners. In its western regions, where the weather is favorable for solar, wind and hydroelectric power, China produces more renewable energy than it can use. 

Xi Jinping, China's top leader, set a goal in 2020 of tripling the country's capacity to generate wind and solar energy by 2030. The country reached that mark last year -- six years ahead of schedule.

The country's government-owned electricity transmission giant, State Grid, was caught unprepared.

"State Grid is good at building things, but not six years ahead," said David Fishman, an electricity consultant in Shanghai.

In some recent months, a tenth of China's wind and solar capacity has gone unused partly because the grid was unable to move all the power generated.

"To improve the power system's ability to absorb new energy, we must accelerate the construction of power grid projects supporting new energy," Du Zhongming, electricity director of the National Energy Administration in China, said at a news conference last year.

China already consumes twice as much electricity as the United States. By 2050, China plans to triple its count of ultrahigh-voltage routes.

The most recent public Chinese data, from the end of 2024, showed 19 lines transmitting power at 800 kilovolts. Another 22 lines operated at 1,000 kilovolts. One of them, the behemoth terminating in Guquan, transmits enough electricity at 1,100 kilovolts to power more than seven million American households or 40 million to 50 million Chinese households.

A tea plantation below the world's longest and most powerful ultrahigh-voltage power line near its terminus in Guquan in south-central China.


To put the scale of China's power grid build out in perspective, consider that the United States has a handful of 765-kilovolt lines and a few running at 500 kilovolts or less, according to the Electric Power Research Institute, a nonprofit research group. The 765-kilovolt lines together total about 2,000 miles -- the length of a single line across China.

The Soviet Union built a power line in Central Asia that was designed to operate at 1,150 kilovolts. But it used less powerful equipment and has not run at full tilt for decades.

The development of China's ultrahigh-voltage lines was given a push in 2009, during the global financial crisis. The central government approved enormous investments in their construction to create jobs and head off an economic slowdown. China's leaders staked ambitious plans for electric vehicles and high-speed rail lines around the same time.

In March 2011, the construction of ultrahigh-voltage lines gained further momentum from the partial meltdown of three nuclear reactors after an earthquake and tsunami in Fukushima, Japan. Beijing delayed many prospective nuclear reactors, which had been planned near cities, and doubled down on transmission lines from remote areas.

Construction of the power lines has helped China reduce its emissions of toxic air pollution and greenhouse gases. A University of Chicago analysis of satellite data, released in August, found that air pollution in China had plunged 41 percent since 2014. That added almost two years to the country's average life expectancy.

Beijing, once notorious for smog, mostly stopped burning coal for electricity in 2020 and now relies partly on wind power delivered from hundreds of miles away.

China's ultrahigh-voltage network has helped the country limit its dependence on imported oil and natural gas, but it has also created new vulnerabilities. Much of northwestern China, where many of the lines are being built, is mountainous. As a result, lines had to be closely bunched as they hug a single, flood-prone tributary of the Yellow River that passes between earthquake-prone mountain ranges from Dunhuang to Lanzhou in Gansu Province.

A sign warning locals against fishing in the pond and showing a photo of the burned body of an electrocuted man.


For decades, countries have talked about building power lines similar to China's. They have found it difficult to persuade people living along the routes to accept any high-power lines, much less ultrahigh-voltage lines.

China can build faster because of its top-down industrial planning, government control of information and intolerance for public dissent.

Some villagers in Anhui Province living near China's longest ultrahigh-voltage line said they had reservations about the line, although they did not try to stop its construction.

The line carries mostly solar and wind energy, as well as some coal-fired power, from the Gurbantunggut Desert in Xinjiang. It helps supply electricity to big eastern Chinese cities like Shanghai, Hangzhou and Nanjing.

Xu Shicai, a farm manager in Xuchong, a village next to lines that pass within 30 yards of homes, expressed concern.

"When you hold an umbrella in the rain, sparks will fly from it, and you'll feel numb," he said. "When fishing, it's hard to hold the pole under the wires, as your hands feel very numb."

The village's small fish pond lies directly under the power lines. A "no fishing" sign has a cartoon of a skeleton being electrocuted and a graphic photo of a badly burned man who was apparently electrocuted. But Mr. Xu and other residents said that did not stop many villagers from fishing because the pond was so close by.

Mr. Xu said he accepted the power line because it was an important national project, but he worried it might scare off visitors. "I'm used to it now," he said. "But honestly, we don't want more lines built here."

Li You contributed research.
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South Korea Says U.S. Agreed to Lower Tariffs and to Ease Investment Terms

Seoul will invest $200 billion, or as much as $20 billion a year, and set aside another $150 billion to invest in its American shipbuilding operations, a South Korean official said.

President Trump addressing a dinner on Wednesday hosted by President Lee Jae Myung of South Korea in Gyeongju, South Korea. The Asian ally said it agreed to a trade deal the same evening with the United States. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times



By Choe Sang-Hun and Daisuke Wakabayashi
Reporting from Gyeongju, South Korea


Oct 29, 2025 at 11:22 AM

South Korea said it had reached an agreement on the details of a long-awaited trade deal with the United States during President Trump's visit to the country, securing concessions on how much cash it would need to invest in the United States.

Kim Yong-beom, President Lee Jae Myung's chief of staff, announced the agreement on Wednesday after Mr. Trump and the South Korean leader met on the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit. It was the latest stop on a nearly weeklong trip to Asia by Mr. Trump that is expected to conclude on Thursday with a highly anticipated meeting with Xi Jinping, China's top leader.

The U.S. agreement with South Korea came after months of back-and-forth negotiations. Going into Mr. Trump's visit, expectations were low for a trade deal to be finalized. South Korea had agreed to a framework of a deal in July, but the two sides have struggled to find common ground on the details around Mr. Trump's demand that South Korea commit to investing $350 billion in the United States.

Initially, there was confusion on Wednesday evening over whether the sides had come to an agreement. Before a dinner with other leaders at the summit in Gyeongju, a historic city in South Korea's southeast, Mr. Trump said the United States had reached a deal. Then a little later, he seemed to walk back those comments, saying it had nearly finalized a deal.

Mr. Kim said that "the prospects for an agreement were not bright" but that the two sides had made "rapid progress today." He didn't elaborate.

A Trump administration official did not respond to a request for comment. Hours after South Korea announced the agreement, the White House released a fact sheet listing a few planned purchases of American equipment and energy, as well as some U.S. investments from Korean companies. Korean Air, the national carrier, will buy 103 airplanes from Boeing, the document said.

Earlier in the day, officials flattered Mr. Trump during public events. Mr. Lee presented him with a medal symbolizing the nation's highest honor. "I'd like to wear it right now," Mr. Trump said. Then came a replica of a golden crown that was excavated from one of the ancient royal tombs in Gyeongju, the seat of a long-gone kingdom.

Until Wednesday, talks had been hung up in large part over the investment provision. The United States wanted a cash investment, but South Korea expressed concern that committing such a sizable sum of money could destabilize its currency.

According to Mr. Kim, the United States will now lower import tariffs on South Korean goods to 15 percent from the 25 percent rate that went into effect in August. In addition, he said the United States agreed to accept cash investments of up to $20 billion a year, and set aside another $150 billion to invest in its American shipbuilding operations.

The two nations agreed that South Korea would invest in projects that were "commercially reasonable," Mr. Kim said. It would not invest as a lump sum up front but would spread out the money based on the progress made in those projects, he said.

That way, "we can minimize the impact on our foreign currency market," he said. South Korea's currency, the won, has lagged the dollar, eating into the country's buying power and causing alarm in a country where bitter memories of a financial crisis in the late 1990s still linger.

Mr. Kim said the two countries would appoint a South Korean manager to oversee the projects. The profits will be divided equally between South Korea and the United States until the principal and interest are repaid, he said.

South Korea added a provision to the agreement that would allow it to request adjustments to the timetable and the annual investment amount if the country faces financial instability, Mr. Kim said.

Andrew Yeo, a senior fellow and the Korea chair at the Brookings Institution's Center for East Asia Policy Studies, said the deal is a "huge relief" for the South Korean government and a major foreign policy win for the newly elected Mr. Lee.

South Korea scored more concessions and landed a generally less onerous deal than Japan, which has agreed to invest $550 billion in the United States under its trade deal. A memorandum of understanding between Washington and Tokyo stated that Mr. Trump will select how the money will be invested. If Japan goes against his wishes, he will have the right to impose higher tariffs.

Also, after Japan recoups its initial money on an investment, 90 percent of the profits would go to the United States.

South Korea must pass a bill through its National Assembly to implement the trade deal. The 15 percent tariff would take effect starting the first day of the month when such a bill is submitted for approval, Mr. Kim said, adding that the Lee administration would try to submit the bill next month. The governing party has majority control at the Assembly.

As one of the most advanced shipbuilding countries, South Korea is at the forefront of Mr. Trump's initiative to leverage foreign investment to turn around the U.S. industry, which has fallen behind China's. South Korea has seemed to embrace its role, coining the slogan "MASGA," or Make American Shipbuilding Great Again.

South Korean companies will take the lead in deciding how to invest $150 billion in the American shipbuilding industry. The sum will include direct investments and loan guarantees, Mr. Kim said.

Hanwha, a South Korean conglomerate with shipbuilding operations in the United States, bought a shipyard in Philadelphia for $100 million last year. Hanwha, which also has a petrochemical business, announced that its ship-operating subsidiary had ordered 10 oil and chemical tankers from the Philadelphia plant, a significant order for an American yard.

But after the Trump administration started imposing fees this month on Chinese ships that dock at American ports, Hanwha became collateral damage in the trade war between Beijing and Washington. China announced that it would impose sanctions on five U.S. subsidiaries of Hanwha Ocean, the company's shipbuilding arm, accusing it of "supporting and assisting" the United States in its investigation into the trade practices of the Chinese shipbuilding industry.
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Character.AI to Bar Children Under 18 From Using Its Chatbots

The start-up, which creates A.I. companions, faces lawsuits from families who have accused Character.AI's chatbots of leading teenagers to kill themselves.

A founder of Character.AI, Daniel De Freitas, demonstrating the app in 2022. The company said people under 18 would be barred from using its chatbots starting next month.  Ian C. Bates for The New York Times



By Natallie Rocha and Kashmir Hill
Natallie Rocha reported from San Francisco and Kashmir Hill from New York.


Oct 29, 2025 at 01:00 PM

Character.AI said on Wednesday that it would bar people under 18 from using its chatbots starting late next month, in a sweeping move to address concerns over child safety.

The rule will take effect Nov. 25, the company said. To enforce it, Character.AI said, over the next month the company will identify which users are minors and put time limits on their use of the app. Once the measure begins, those users will not be able to converse with the company's chatbots.

"We're making a very bold step to say for teen users, chatbots are not the way for entertainment, but there are much better ways to serve them," Karandeep Anand, Character.AI's chief executive, said in an interview. He said the company also planned to establish an A.I. safety lab.

The moves follow mounting scrutiny over how chatbots sometimes called A.I. companions can affect users' mental health. Last year, Character.AI was sued by the family of Sewell Setzer III, a 14-year-old in Florida who killed himself after constantly texting and conversing with one of Character.AI's chatbots. His family accused the company of being responsible for his death.

The case became a lightning rod for how people can develop emotional attachments to chatbots, with potentially dangerous results. Character.AI has since faced other lawsuits over child safety. A.I. companies including the ChatGPT maker OpenAI have also come under scrutiny for their chatbots' effects on people -- especially youths -- if they have sexually explicit or toxic conversations.

In September, OpenAI said it planned to introduce features intended to make its chatbot safer, including parental controls. This month, Sam Altman, OpenAI's chief executive, posted on social media that the company had "been able to mitigate the serious mental health issues" and would relax some of its safety measures.

(The New York Times has sued OpenAI and Microsoft, claiming copyright infringement of news content related to A.I. systems. The two companies have denied the suit's claims.)

In the wake of these cases, lawmakers and other officials have begun investigations and proposed or passed legislation aimed at protecting children from A.I. chatbots. On Tuesday, Senators Josh Hawley, Republican of Missouri, and Richard Blumenthal, Democrat of Connecticut, introduced a bill to bar A.I. companions for minors, among other safety measures.

Gov. Gavin Newsom this month signed a California law that requires A.I. companies to have safety guardrails on chatbots. The law takes effect Jan. 1.

"The stories are mounting of what can go wrong," said Steve Padilla, a Democrat in California's State Senate, who had introduced the safety bill. "It's important to put reasonable guardrails in place so that we protect people who are most vulnerable."

Mr. Anand of Character.AI did not address the lawsuits his company faces. He said the start-up wanted to set an example on safety for the industry "to do far more than what the regulation might require."

Character.AI was founded in 2021 by Noam Shazeer and Daniel De Freitas, two former Google engineers, and raised nearly $200 million from investors. Last year, Google agreed to pay about $3 billion to license Character.AI's technology, and Mr. Shazeer and Mr. De Freitas returned to Google.

Character.AI allows people to create and share their own A.I. characters, such as custom anime avatars, and it markets the app as A.I. entertainment. Some personas can be designed to simulate girlfriends, boyfriends or other intimate relationships. Users pay a monthly subscription fee, starting at about $8, to chat with the companions. Until its recent concern about underage users, Character.AI did not verify ages when people signed up.

Last year, researchers at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign analyzed thousands of posts and comments that young people had left in Reddit communities dedicated to A.I. chatbots, and interviewed teenagers who used Character.AI, as well as their parents. The researchers concluded that the A.I. platforms did not have sufficient child safety protections, and that parents did not fully understand the technology or its risks.

"We should pay as much attention as we would if they were chatting with strangers," said Yang Wang, one of the university's information science professors. "We shouldn't discount the risks just because these are nonhuman bots."

Character.AI has about 20 million monthly users, with less than 10 percent of them self-reporting as being under the age of 18, Mr. Anand said.

Under Character.AI's new policies, the company will immediately place a two-hour daily limit on users under the age of 18. Starting Nov. 25, those users cannot create or talk to chatbots, but can still read previous conversations. They can also generate A.I. videos and images through a structured menu of prompts, within certain safety limits, Mr. Anand said.

He said the company had enacted other safety measures in the past year, such as parental controls.

Going forward, it will use technology to detect underage users based on conversations and interactions on the platform, as well as information from any connected social media accounts, he said. If Character.AI thinks a user is under 18, the person will be notified to verify his or her age.

Dr. Nina Vasan, a psychiatrist and director of a mental health innovation lab at Stanford University that has done research on A.I. safety and children, said it was "huge" that a chatbot maker would bar minors from using its app. But she said the company should work with child psychologists and psychiatrists to understand how suddenly losing access to A.I. companions would affect young users.

"What I worry about is kids who have been using this for years and have become emotionally dependent on it," she said. "Losing your friend on Thanksgiving Day is not good."
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Toyota Says $10 Billion U.S. Investment Touted by Trump Isn't New

Japanese officials have called into question some elements of the flurry of big new investments announced by President Trump during his Japan visit.

President Trump with executives of SoftBank, Panasonic, Mitsubishi and other companies in Tokyo on Tuesday. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times



By River Akira Davis
Reporting from Tokyo


Oct 29, 2025 at 10:37 AM

In Japan this week, President Trump ticked off a list of multibillion-dollar American investment plans by Japanese firms that he attributed to his trade policies.

After the president departed for South Korea on Wednesday for the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit, officials in Japan were left scrambling to clarify.

On multiple occasions during his time in Tokyo, Mr. Trump said Japan's Toyota Motor had committed to him that it would spend $10 billion building auto plants "throughout the United States." He repeated the claim at least twice in South Korea on Wednesday.

In response, Hiroyuki Ueda, a Toyota executive, said the company had not announced specific new plans for a $10 billion investment.

During the first Trump administration, Toyota deployed approximately $10 billion in its U.S. operations. And in meetings with government officials before Mr. Trump's arrival this week, Toyota conveyed that "our current intention is to proceed at a scale roughly equal to what we did under the previous Trump administration, or under Mr. Biden in between," Mr. Ueda said.

"I suspect that is how the figure of around $10 billion may have emerged," he said.

During Mr. Trump's visit, the president and his commerce secretary, Howard Lutnick, unveiled investment pledges that they said they had secured from Japanese firms. The companies spanned sectors from artificial intelligence to nuclear reactors.

At a meeting of business leaders in Tokyo, executives from many of the companies, including Kei Uruma of Mitsubishi Electric and Toshiaki Tokunaga of Hitachi, walked to the front of the room, shook hands with the president and held up documents detailing their projects.

"This evening we are going to be signing $490 billion of investment," Mr. Lutnick said. These deals, he told the president, were "created by your tariff policy" as well as a trade agreement the administration reached with Japan in which it agreed to invest $550 billion in the U.S. economy.

Earlier that day, Japan's trade ministry had published the names of companies "considering" the projects outlined by Mr. Lutnick. For a nuclear reactor construction initiative, which was projected to be worth up to $100 billion, the government memorandum read, "Japanese companies including Toshiba are considering involvement."

On Tuesday, the White House also issued a memo stating that Toyota would begin importing vehicles it made in the United States to Japan. The maneuver would help address a persistent complaint from Mr. Trump that Japanese manufacturers sell millions of vehicles in the United States each year while American cars in Japan are rare.

Toyota said on Wednesday that it was "considering" such a move. A spokesman for the White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Speaking at a news conference in Tokyo on Wednesday, Koji Sato, Toyota's chief executive, said he felt "deeply appreciative" of the Trump administration's support of the manufacturing industry in the United States.

Rather than simply releasing "an easy-to-understand figure" related to future investments, Toyota prefers to fund new projects as they naturally roll out at the 11 manufacturing plants it operates in the United States, Mr. Sato said. "It may not be flashy, but we want to continue to solidly invest in the United States in this way," he said.

The previous day, Toyota Chairman Akio Toyoda exchanged brief remarks with Mr. Trump and expressed similar sentiments to the president, according to a Toyota spokesman.

Another corporate chief who met with Mr. Trump was Ivan Espinosa of Nissan Motor. He said at a news conference in Tokyo on Wednesday that the company was exploring options to bring more models to the U.S. market, but that its immediate priority was making the most of its existing manufacturing base in the country.

Investments like the ones Japanese companies are being pressured to make by the Trump administration require long-range planning, and it can be years before they pay off, executives and officials say.

A case in point is a Toyota battery plant in North Carolina. The automaker began scouting sites for the facility around 2020, and batteries for hybrid vehicles began to be produced there only this year.

Toyota's investment decisions follow "much deliberation," said North Carolina's governor, Josh Stein, a Democrat. States need to assure foreign companies that "when they come there's going to be stability," said Mr. Stein, speaking in an interview in Tokyo on Wednesday.
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Power [?][?] Moves

Why China Built 162 Square Miles of Solar Panels on the World's Highest Plateau

Video: 



By Keith Bradsher
Reporting from Gonghe on the Tibetan Plateau


Yue Du Jian Ti Zhong Wen Ban    Yue Du Fan Ti Zhong Wen Ban  Leer en espanol

On the Tibetan Plateau, nearly 10,000 feet high, solar panels stretch to the horizon and cover an area seven times the size of Manhattan. They soak up sunlight that is much brighter than at sea level because the air is so thin.

Wind turbines dot nearby ridgelines and stand in long rows across arid, empty plains above the occasional sheep herder with his flock. They capture night breezes, balancing the daytime power from the solar panels. Hydropower dams sit where rivers spill down long chasms at the edges of the plateau. And high-voltage power lines carry all this electricity to businesses and homes more than 1,000 miles away.

China is building an enormous network of clean energy industries on the Tibetan Plateau, the world's highest. The intention is to harness the region's bright sunshine, cold temperatures and sky-touching altitude to provide low-cost, renewable energy. The result is enough renewable energy to provide the plateau with nearly all of the power it needs, including for data centers used in China's artificial intelligence development.

While China still burns as much coal as the rest of the world combined, last month President Xi Jinping made a stunning pledge. Speaking before the United Nations, he said for the first time that the country would reduce its greenhouse gas emissions across its economy and would expand renewable energy sixfold in coming years. It was a moment of global significance for the nation that is currently the world's biggest polluter.

China's clean energy efforts contrast with the ambitions of the United States under the Trump administration, which is using its diplomatic and economic muscle to pressure other countries to buy more American gas, oil and coal. China is investing in cheaper solar and wind technology, along with batteries and electric vehicles, with the aim of becoming the world's supplier of renewable energy and the products that rely on it.

The main group of solar farms, known as the Talatan Solar Park, dwarfs every other cluster of solar farms in the world. It covers 162 square miles in Gonghe County, an alpine desert in sparsely inhabited Qinghai, a province in western China.


No other country on the planet is using high altitudes for solar, wind and hydropower on a scale as great as China's on the Tibetan Plateau. The effort is a case study of how China has come to dominate the future of clean energy. With the help of substantial government-directed investment and planning, electricity companies are weaning the country off imported oil, natural gas and coal -- a national priority.

Renewable energy helps China power 30,000 miles of high-speed train routes and its growing fleet of electric cars. At the same time, cheap electricity enables China to manufacture even more solar panels, which dominate global markets and power artificial intelligence data centers.

Electricity from solar and wind power in Qinghai, which occupies the northern third of the Tibetan Plateau, costs about 40 percent less than coal-fired power. Qinghai encompasses most of a region known among Tibetans as Amdo and includes the birthplace of the current Dalai Lama, now in exile.

In July, China's premier, Li Qiang, oversaw the groundbreaking of five additional dams on the Yarlung Tsangpo River in southern Tibet, a region of China that is tightly restricted by the Communist Party and not open to Western journalists. The Chinese government has released little information about the construction of the dams, but they are expected to take years to complete and would most likely constitute the world's largest hydropower project. Its construction has alarmed India, which fears that China could use it to cut off water supplies to downstream areas of eastern India.

China is not the first country to experiment with high-altitude clean energy. But other places as high as the Tibetan Plateau are mountainous and steep. Qinghai, slightly bigger than Texas, is mostly flat -- optimal for solar panels and the roads needed to bring them in. And the cold air improves the efficiency of solar panels.

Switzerland has experimented with small solar power installations at the top of cable railways. It opened a solar power farm at an altitude of 5,940 feet, but it can generate only about 0.5 megawatts, enough to power about 80 American households.

The state-owned Power Construction Corporation of China completed a 480-megawatt solar project last year at an altitude of 4,000 feet on the plateau of the Atacama Desert in Chile, which is the world's driest nonpolar desert, but much lower than the Tibetan Plateau.

Qinghai's Talatan solar project dwarfs these. It has a capacity of 16,930 megawatts of power, which could run every household in Chicago. It is still expanding, adding panels with a target of growing to 10 times the area of Manhattan in three years. Another 4,700 megawatts of wind energy and 7,380 megawatts of hydroelectric dams are nearby.


China is now building at even higher elevations in mountain valleys on the Tibetan Plateau, although with smaller solar farms. Near Lhasa, the capital of Tibet, a Chinese power company recently installed 150 megawatts of solar panels at 17,000 feet.

As an incentive to building solar farms, many western Chinese provinces initially offered free land to companies. The central government has recently ordered the provinces to begin charging nominal annual fees to encourage efficient use of the land.

The Talatan solar project is on sandy soil with sparse vegetation used as grazing lands by ethnic Tibetan herders. The first panels installed at the site in 2012 were so low to the ground that sheep had trouble grazing under and around them. Now all panels are installed on higher mountings, said Liu Ta, the project's manager.

Dislocating people for power projects is politically sensitive all over the world. But high-altitude projects affect relatively few people in sparsely populated settlements. China pushed more than one million people out of their homes in west-central China a quarter-century ago and flooded a vast area for the reservoir of the Three Gorges Dam. This year, China has been installing enough solar panels every three weeks to match the power generation capacity of that dam.

A section of the Yarlung Tsangpo River in the Nyingchi region of Tibet in 2023. Li Lin/China News Service, via VCG, via Getty Images


Generating wind power on the plateau is trickier. At high altitudes, the winds blow fast, but the thin air doesn't push wind turbine blades as effectively as thicker air closer to sea level.

Still, the region has many wind turbines. Operators of the electricity grid try to balance the generation of solar power by day with wind power by night to maintain steady voltage and avoid blackouts.

Qinghai Province sends excess solar power to Shaanxi Province in west-central China. In exchange, Qinghai tops off the wind power generated locally at night with small amounts of electricity generated by Shaanxi coal plants.

In addition, Qinghai is increasingly turning to hydropower to balance the plateau's solar power, in the hopes of using less coal-fired power.

More than a decade ago, eight dams were built on the Yellow River as it drops 3,300 feet, flowing off the eastern side of the plateau and down into eastern China. More are under construction to balance and supplement the solar energy being generated in Qinghai Province.

Video: 

Sheep graze among the solar panels of the Talatan solar project.

"When photovoltaic power is insufficient, I can use hydropower to make up for it," said Zhu Yuanqing, power division director of the Qinghai Provincial Energy Bureau.

Two additional hydropower projects are being built in high mountain valleys near the Talatan Solar Park. The plan for both, Qinghai officials said, is to use excess solar power generated during the day to pump water up into the projects' reservoirs several miles up. The water will be allowed to drop down through mountain tubes to the plateau at night, spinning giant turbines to generate immense amounts of electricity.

Several electricity-intensive industries are moving to the region to tap its inexpensive power. One is the task of turning quartzite from mines into polysilicon to make solar panels. Data centers for artificial intelligence are also drawn to the area.

Qinghai plans to increase its data center capacity more than five times by 2030. The facilities are in Xining, the provincial capital, at an altitude of 7,500 feet, and in Yushu and Guoluo, two chilly towns at an altitude over 12,000 feet.

The data centers consume 40 percent less electricity, their main operating cost, than similar ones at sea level because air-conditioning is barely needed, said Zhang Jingang, the executive vice governor of Qinghai. Air warmed by the data centers' computer servers is circulated through underground pipes to heat other buildings in Yushu and Guoluo, replacing coal-fired boilers.

High voltage power lines near the Talatan Solar Park in Gonghe, Qinghai Province. The New York Times


Mr. Zhang spoke at a news conference in Xining as part of a government-organized media tour this summer of clean energy sites in Qinghai, which usually restricts foreign media access to hide dissent by its large ethnic Tibetan population. The New York Times paid for its own travel costs.

To connect the data centers' computing power to many of China's technology companies, data is transferred from Shanghai to Qinghai on China's national fiber-optic grid. The artificial intelligence programming of dancing humanoid robots for a televised gala during Lunar New Year in January was done at data centers in Qinghai.

But even fiber-optic cables do not provide quick enough communications for one of the fastest-growing computation needs in China: self-driving cars. The data centers for these cars are still in eastern China, where most of the population lives and drives.

"That kind of data center must not be placed in Qinghai," Mr. Zhu said. "An accident may occur if you are not careful."

Li You contributed research from Gonghe County.
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Paramount to Lay Off 2,000 Employees

The job cuts are the result of a merger with Skydance, the Hollywood studio founded by David Ellison.

Paramount employees, who have been subjected to near-annual corporate reorganizations, have been bracing for layoffs for months. Stella Kalinina for The New York Times



By Benjamin Mullin



Oct 29, 2025 at 11:13 AM

Paramount on Wednesday began laying off more than 2,000 employees, a long-awaited consequence of its merger with the Hollywood studio Skydance.

The cuts, announced internally by David Ellison, Paramount's chief executive, will initially include roughly 1,000 employees in the United States across many divisions, including CBS News, the Paramount film studio and cable networks like MTV, Nickelodeon and BET. The rest of the cuts, some of which will affect Paramount's international employees, will come later.

Overall, Paramount is planning to cut roughly 10 percent of the combined company.

In a memo to employees Wednesday, Mr. Ellison said that the cuts were focused on eliminating redundant jobs or phasing out positions not in keeping with Paramount's evolving priorities.

"These decisions are never made lightly, especially given their effect on our colleagues who have made meaningful contributions to the company," Mr. Ellison said in the memo.

Paramount employees, who have been subjected to near-annual corporate reorganizations, have been bracing for layoffs for months. When Skydance announced its merger with Paramount last year, the company said it was looking for $2 billion in synergies, Wall Street argot for cost-cutting.

Mr. Ellison signaled earlier this year that major changes were coming. In September, he sent a memo telling employees they would be expected to return to the office five days a week in the coming months. Employees unwilling or unable to return to the office would be eligible for a severance package, he said.

David Ellison, the chief executive of Paramount. Patrick T. Fallon/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Some of Paramount's most senior employees have already announced their departures as the layoffs have drawn near. Pam Kaufman, the head of Paramount's international business, told employees in September she was leaving after more than a quarter-century. Chris Aronson, the president of U.S. distribution for Paramount Pictures, said this month that he would be departing in December.

Successive waves of layoffs have become the new normal in Hollywood as executives merge companies and try to wring out billions in costs after those deals close. The specter of further cuts has been the talk of Hollywood in recent days as Mr. Ellison plans a bid for Warner Bros. Discovery, the parent company of CNN, HBO and the Warner Bros. film studio.
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Mercedes Reports a Drop in Profit but Maintains Its Forecast

The German carmaker held its outlook steady and said it would buy back more than $2 billion in shares, as sales of its high-end models improved.

Ola Kallenius, center, the chief executive of Mercedes-Benz, unveiled a new electric vehicle at an auto show in Munich in September. Felix Schmitt for The New York Times



By Melissa Eddy
Melissa Eddy covers the German economy and businesses, including its automakers, from Berlin.


Oct 29, 2025 at 11:05 AM

The German automaker Mercedes-Benz reported a slump in quarterly profit on Wednesday but reaffirmed its outlook for the full year as sales of its top-end cars improved.

Costs stemming from the punishing tariffs imposed by President Trump, along with the persistently low demand for its cars in China, led operating profit to plunge 70 percent in the third quarter, to 750 million euros ($873 million), from a year before.

But adjusted for EU1.3 billion in one-time charges, largely because of restructuring costs linked to a voluntary redundancy program in Germany that started in April, Mercedes's earnings slump was less severe, down 17 percent from the previous year.

Shares rose more than 3.8 percent in early Wednesday trading on the German stock exchange. Analysts said they viewed the numbers and the automaker's plan to buy back EU2 billion in shares as a reflection that the company was delivering on its promise to streamline its operations.

Analysts expected Mercedes to announce a buyback, "but the relatively high amount sends a signal of confidence," Patrick Hummel, a UBS analyst, wrote in a note.

China remains a weak spot for Mercedes; sales there fell 27 percent in the third quarter. Sluggish demand from Chinese customers and fierce competition from domestic rivals including BYD and Xiaomi remain a challenge. Mercedes will introduce a semiautonomous vehicle in China this fall.

"We are very aware of the challenges," Ola Kallenius, Mercedes's chief executive, said on a call with analysts. He added that Mercedes would remain focused on improving efficiency and focus on the introduction of an array of new models. "We have a plan," he said.

In the coming year, Mercedes plans to introduce more than 40 new models, which will include fully electric cars, hybrids and V8 combustion engines, as it joins other German automakers in shifting away from an electric-only focus.

In July, Mercedes scaled back its earnings projection for the year, as it grappled with tariffs in the United States, one of its most important markets. All of Germany's leading automakers, including BMW, Volkswagen and Porsche, have been hit by the tariffs, causing them to slash earnings forecasts and examine whether it makes sense to expand production in the United States.

Although the tariffs remain a challenge, the United States remains a growth market for Mercedes, Mr. Kallenius said. He added that Mercedes was looking at expanding U.S. production beyond its plant in Alabama, where it builds sport utility vehicles. He declined to say whether the company was considering raising prices in the United States to help compensate for the 15 percent import duty that took effect on Sept. 1.

A lot of Mercedes workers are expected to leave the company by the end of the year, Harald Wilhelm, the company's chief financial officer, said on the call.
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Boeing Reports Big Quarterly Loss but Sales Improved

The aerospace company was hurt by the delay of a new plane but made progress on increasing production of the 737 Max, its most popular aircraft.

The Boeing factory in Everett, Wash., in 2022. Jovelle Tamayo for The New York Times



By Niraj Chokshi



Oct 29, 2025 at 01:11 PM

Boeing on Wednesday reported a big loss for the three months ending in September, but it said other measures of its performance had improved.

The company is increasing production of the 737 Max, its best-selling plane. Boeing also reported more than $23 billion of revenue in the quarter, better than many analysts had expected. And it reported positive free cash flow for the first time since 2023, which investors closely track because it represents the money left after paying for operation and capital expenses.

The company lost $5.3 billion in the third quarter, compared with a loss of $6.1 billion in the same period last year. The loss in the recent quarter was driven primarily by a charge for delaying delivery of a new jet, the 777-9, to 2027.

"Our sustained focus on safety and quality is driving better performance, while our culture change is improving how we work," Kelly Ortberg, the chief executive of Boeing, said in a message to employees on Wednesday.

Analysts said that the size of the 777-9 charge was disappointing, but that they were encouraged by the company's overall direction.

"Boeing's third-quarter results demonstrate the continuation of meaningful operational progress," said Ryan O'Loughlin, a director at Fitch Ratings. He and others said they would judge the company's success by, among other things, its ability to safely increase commercial jet production and deliveries.

Mr. Ortberg, a veteran industry executive, took the top job at Boeing last summer amid a crisis at the company that started when a panel blew off a 737 Max during a January 2024 flight. No one was seriously injured, but the incident renewed concerns about the quality of the company's planes. Mr. Ortberg was charged with restoring the company's reputation and production system.

He appears to be making headway.

In September, the Federal Aviation Administration said it was restoring Boeing's ability to issue the final sign-off on some Max and 787 Dreamliner jets. The agency had revoked that permission in 2019 for the Max after two fatal crashes of the plane, and in 2022 for the 787 because of production quality concerns. The Max crashes plunged the company into one of the worst crises in its history.

In October, the F.A.A. said it would raise the limit on how many 737 Max planes Boeing could build -- a cap put in place after last year's panel episode. The company had stabilized production of the plane at 38 per month in the third quarter, which was the previous limit, and plans to end the year at 42 per month.

After that, the company plans to increase monthly production by five jets each half-year, as long as quality remains steady, Mr. Ortberg said on Wednesday on a conference call with investors and analysts. Boeing is also working to accelerate production of the 787, with an increase from seven to eight per month expected soon.

"We will remain disciplined, and we won't move to higher rates until we achieve stability and readiness," he said.

After the panel episode, Boeing made changes to improve production quality, including limiting work performed out of sequence, known as "traveled work." That work has been reduced by 75 percent on 737 production and 60 percent across all planes, Mr. Ortberg said.

The company delivered 160 commercial jets in the three months ending in September, the most of any quarter since 2018. It also booked as many new orders.

But Boeing still has many problems ahead. The company reported a $4.9 billion charge in the quarter related to the 777-9, a large jet designed to fly long distances. Boeing faces a "mountain of work" on the 777-9, Mr. Ortberg said at an investor conference last month. The plane was once scheduled for delivery in 2020 and has accumulated billions of dollars in unexpected expenses over the years. It has yet to be certified for commercial flights by the F.A.A.

"We very much underestimated how much work it was going to take" to get the agency's approvals, Mr. Ortberg said on the call. Boeing also expects the smallest and largest Max variants, the Max 7 and Max 10, to be certified next year.

Mr. Ortberg said in the message to employees that the company was also "effectively executing" a contingency plan for a monthslong strike of several thousand workers in St. Louis who make fighter jets and other military equipment. The production of Joint Direct Attack Munitions, which turn unguided bombs into smart weapons, remains steady, he said.
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Ryan Kiera Armstrong, of 'The Lowdown,' Can't Lie to You

The 15-year-old actor has performed professionally since she was 6. Playing Ethan Hawke's daughter feels especially close to home.




By Alexis Soloski



Oct 29, 2025 at 09:02 AM

The actress Ryan Kiera Armstrong first toured a film set as an infant. Her father, the actor Dean Armstrong, was appearing in the 2010 film "Saw 3D." Armstrong was brought by to visit him.

"I obviously can't remember this, but I'm told that I was gifted a goody bag of spooky toys," Armstrong said. "A doll with an eye ripped out, funny things like that."

The experience seems not to have scarred her. Armstrong, 15, has been acting professionally since she was 6, first on the Netflix show "Anne with an E" and then on films and TV shows across genres, including "Star Wars: Skeleton Crew," "American Horror Story," "Firestarter," "The Old Way" and "It Chapter Two." (She has also been cast as the new slayer in the upcoming "Buffy the Vampire Slayer" reboot, but she was under strict orders not to discuss it.) She is currently starring in the groovy, moody FX series "The Lowdown," a neo-noir set in Tulsa, Okla., and created by Sterlin Harjo ("Reservation Dogs").

Armstrong plays Francis, the daughter of Ethan Hawke's Lee Raybon. A citizen journalist, a bookstore owner and, as Francis coolly describes him, "a failed writer," Lee is also a consummate girl dad. Francis both loves her father and worries for him, and she tails Lee around town as he tries to solve a twisty tale of murder and corruption. Though she sometimes has to parent her parent, she shares Lee's avid interest in facts and fiction.

In "The Lowdown," Ethan Hawke plays the journalist father of Armstrong's character. Shane Brown/FX


Armstrong felt especially close to the character, even as she noted that Francis had greater flair with an eyeliner pencil. "Francis is a teenager, and I'm going through the same teenager struggles and figuring out who I am," she said.

Self-possessed and sugar sweet, Armstrong was speaking from her family's home in Toronto, where she'd come to celebrate Canadian Thanksgiving. She'd been up all night baking pies and plum dumplings with her mother ("we have a weird obsession with plums"), but she was young enough not to show it. In an hourlong conversation, with occasional interruptions from her puppy, she discussed show business, schoolwork and Tulsa's best desserts. These are edited excerpts from the conversation.

When did you become interested in acting?

For as long as I can remember. There's never been a time I haven't wanted to do it.

How close do you feel to your characters?

It's important to find myself in every character that I'm in, though I can't always agree with a character maybe trying to murder someone else. In every project I do, I change so much as a person, from the beginning of the show to the end, and I just learn so much about myself through that character.

Armstrong's first role was in "Anne With an E" on Netflix. "There's never been a time I haven't wanted to do it," she said of acting. Narisa Ladak for The New York Times


Have you been able to have a normal childhood? Did you want one?

Working has been my dream since forever. I feel so, so lucky that I am able to do it and that I was able to do it so young. And it's been so kind to me. But I actually went to high school for a few months. I hadn't gone in person for, like, six years, but I went in person because of the strikes [by Hollywood actors and writers in 2023] and because I wanted to experience exactly what that is. I was craving that interaction with other teenagers. No one knew that I was an actor, which was nice. Now, I can do a high school show and bring my own experiences to it.

You've worked in many genres. Do you have a favorite?

I kind of do. Horror has been very, very loyal to me, and it has shaped my career, starting with "American Horror Story: Double Feature" and then going into "Firestarter." It's funny because when I was younger, I wouldn't watch it. I would be scared, and I would close my eyes. At the "It Chapter Two" premiere, I was so scared that I fell asleep. But I love doing it because it allows me to transform into someone else and drink fake blood.

Are you brave enough to watch it now?

I am. I know enough of the tips and tricks behind the scenes. Something that might be gory, that's just some silicone. So now I'm OK.

"The Lowdown" is a different genre -- a mystery. Who is Francis?

She's a teenager, discovering herself and experimenting with eyeliner. She has to accept that her father may not be the most suitable parent for her and that the environment that she is in isn't the best. It's hard because she loves him. She also, almost sadly, has to parent him and look after him at the same time as being his kid. It's beautiful how strong and sensitive she is.

In what ways does Francis feel very close to you?

She's really sweet, but she can also have a bit of an attitude. She and Lee go on this incredible journey. My dad and I, we're on this journey together, through the industry. She's probably further away from me in the sense I'm really bad at doing makeup and she's decent at it.

She is a terrible liar. Are you any better?

No! I can act and be truthful to that character and that story. But I am so bad at lying in real life. Like, you'll know immediately.

 Narisa Ladak for The New York Times


What was the shoot like?

This was one of my favorite shoots ever. Sterlin is so chill but gets so much stuff done. Everyone on this crew was so happy to be working together, and you really felt that love. Tulsa is a wonderful place, and Sterlin does such a good job of capturing that. You can smell it almost. I had great food experiences there. The highlight to me was the cotton candy -- I have such a sweet tooth and it was huge! Maybe three times the size of my dog, seriously ginormous, like bigger than your head. And it was delicious. I had it for my birthday.

What did you do in your spare time?

I have to get caught up on school, as boring as that sounds. What a lot of people don't realize is on set, when there's a new setup, typically the adults get a break, but the kids go straight to school. So you'll be doing an emotional scene, and 10 minutes later you're in a math test.

What was the most fun scene to act?

Probably in Episode 3 when Francis is doing her dad's makeup. It captures their relationship so well, and it was also just fun doing makeup on Ethan Hawke.

Did you have to get better at makeup to do it?

I mean, it's not hard. It was just one color, a foundation. I can do foundation. When it gets to complicated stuff like eye makeup, that's where I'm just like, nope, I can't do it.
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Critic's Notebook


Lily Allen Confronts the Tabloids by Becoming One

The British singer and songwriter's new album, "West End Girl," is a salacious autobiography. For pop fans hungry for real-life details, it's proving irresistible.

On "West End Girl," Lily Allen provides a lurid, linear and detail-filled account of the dissolution of a marriage -- widely believed to be about Allen's recent failed union with the actor David Harbour. Ellie Smith for The New York Times



By Shaad D'Souza



Oct 28, 2025 at 03:18 PM

Since she broke out in 2006 with her debut single, "Smile," the British singer Lily Allen has been a fixture of the British tabloids and a lightning rod on social media. The English press has long focused on the lives of young women, but Allen proved a particularly ripe target: At the beginning of her career she was known as a foul-mouthed party girl who had long detailed her life on Myspace, and was unwilling to soften her edges for critics.

On her 2009 album, "It's Not Me, It's You," she made light of this toxic relationship: "I'll look in The Sun and I'll look in The Mirror," she winked on "The Fear," name-checking two British papers. By her fourth album nine years later, "No Shame," any jocularity had faded: "If you go on record saying that you know me / Then why am I so lonely? 'Cause nobody [expletive] phones me," she sang.

On her new album, "West End Girl," released with a week's notice on Friday, Allen takes a new tack. It's a lurid, linear and detail-filled account of the dissolution of a marriage -- widely believed to be a tell-all about Allen's failed union with the "Stranger Things" actor David Harbour, an assumption spurred on by Allen in interviews (with the caveat, she told The Times of London, "I don't think I could say it's all true"). "West End Girl" finds Allen writing candidly about discovering a partner's affair, her desire to find refuge in alcohol and prescription drugs, and her struggles to enter into an open relationship. In essence, Allen has become the tabloid, airing out the last remains of her own dirty laundry before anyone else can.

"West End Girl" marks the end of a few years away from music for Allen. She married Harbour in 2020; made her debut on London's West End in 2021 in "2:22 A Ghost Story," for which she was nominated for an Olivier Award; and started both a podcast, "Miss Me?" for the BBC with her friend Miquita Oliver, and a since-shuttered OnlyFans account, on which she shared photos of her feet. Allen has said that "West End Girl," recorded in 16 days in December 2024, recounts the prior four years of her life; it is a salacious account of a marriage in which a husband systematically cheats on and gaslights his wife.

"West End Girl" has garnered heaps of chatter and, in the scheme of Allen's career, unique praise in the United Kingdom. Musically, it is one of her more interesting records -- the house producer Leon Vynehall contributed to a handful of tracks, as did the buzzy Australian producer Kito -- but it is not altogether a radical departure. Like "No Shame," it deals with the fallout of a messy divorce; it largely presents a muted take on the London-centric genres that have always formed the bedrock of Allen's sound, including U.K. garage, soul and dancehall. And like "URL Badman," from her 2014 LP "Sheezus," it badly misuses internet terminology, on the song "4chan Stan."

The difference, though, is that "West End Girl" taps into contemporary pop music's thirst for lore -- the real-life details behind the music. In recent years, artists have trained their audiences to pore over songs for tidbits about their personal lives: Olivia Rodrigo's "Drivers License" invited listeners to speculate over who "that blonde girl" might be, while "Go-Go Juice," from Sabrina Carpenter's recent album "Man's Best Friend," makes oblique reference to three of her exes in its chorus. Taylor Swift, of course, has been a progenitor and virtuoso of the form since at least "Dear John" in 2010. The lyrics on her latest album, "The Life of a Showgirl," have provoked endless discussion about their sources, some more oblique (Charli XCX, her former label boss Scott Borchetta) and some more explicit (her fiance's manhood).

"West End Girl" covers extremely similar ground to "No Shame," but bears the marks of an artist who, nearly 20 years into her career, knows how to manipulate media narratives. Allen doesn't hide any of her album's revelations beneath poetics or wordplay. While Swift fans play detective, decoding messages hidden in artwork and lyrics, Allen's album, with its gory details of hidden sex toys and illicit text messages, encourages her listeners to consume "West End Girl" like they would a true crime podcast, or a gossip magazine expose.

On the album, Allen suggests that writing explicitly about her own life is a way of reclaiming her power in her broken relationship: "I can walk out with my dignity if I lay my truth on the table," she sings on "Let You W/In." That motive belies less altruistic concerns: "West End Girl" has pulled Allen, who has regularly discussed how hard it is for female pop stars to maintain their popularity, back into the conversation after the commercial failure of "No Shame." While its debut-week sales numbers are yet to come, it is a success in terms of the attention economy, giving Allen the boost she has been seeking for many years -- but not without a pound of flesh.
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In This Mick Herron TV Adaptation, Women Take the Lead

"Down Cemetery Road," with Ruth Wilson and Emma Thompson, arrives on Apple TV on Wednesday. It's the latest thriller based on books by Herron, the "Slow Horses" author.

Emma Thompson and Ruth Wilson in "Down Cemetery Road." We're in action mode," Wilson said of their characters at the center of the conspiracy thriller. Apple TV



By Calum Marsh



Oct 29, 2025 at 09:03 AM

When the spy novelist Mick Herron set out to write his first book, the conspiracy thriller "Down Cemetery Road," in 2003, he wanted to avoid a pitfall common among first-time authors: making his hero so clearly resemble himself that readers assume the writing to be autobiographical.

So he wrote about a woman.

Sarah Tucker, the protagonist of "Down Cemetery Road," is a plucky, good-humored art restorer at the University of Oxford with a suburban house and a somewhat ineffectual bond-tradesman husband. As the story opens, a home in her neighborhood blows up in an apparent gas-main explosion. As Sarah begins to form suspicions about the blast's origins, she becomes the classic Hitchcockian wrong man (so to speak), finding herself embroiled in a mystery that involves assassins and shadowy government agencies.

Herron's gambit worked: No one assumed that "Down Cemetery Road" was personal. The funny thing is that it was.

"There's an awful lot of me in Sarah," Herron said in a telephone interview before the release on Wednesday of "Down Cemetery Road" as a glossy Apple TV series. "There's probably the exact amount of autobiography, in terms of attitudes and feelings, as there would be in an any early novel, except that because I bestowed it upon a female character, nobody ever made that connection."

Mick Herron's book "Down Cemetery Road" was optioned years ago, but little came of it -- until another set of his books became the darkly comic and widely popular espionage series "Slow Horses." Charlotte Hadden for The New York Times


Sarah is played by Ruth Wilson, the British actress best known for her work in the BBC drama "Luther" and the Showtime series "The Affair." Wilson gives the character a sardonic disposition and a playful spirit, meeting the moment with humor and brio, and throwing herself into the action without any fear of getting banged up.

For Wilson, the unique approach to the character was a natural response to one of Sarah's most striking qualities: She has no obvious precedent onscreen. "I had never really seen a character like this in a show before," Wilson said in an interview. "When I read the first episode, I thought, 'She doesn't really belong in this show. She doesn't really belong in this genre, actually.'"

With no obvious comparisons to draw on, and with no similar parts to study, she settled on a different strategy. "I felt like, 'OK, I've just got to make her as weird as possible," Wilson said.

Sarah is not the only compelling female character at the heart of "Down Cemetery Road." As her involvement in the gas-explosion conspiracy intensifies, she finds an important ally in Zoe Boehm, a sharp-tongued private investigator with a personal angle on the case. Played with scene-stealing charisma by Emma Thompson, who was also an executive producer of the series, Zoe is an irresistible screen detective in the mold of characters by Agatha Christie or Raymond Chandler.

But even she sticks out: We've never seen a TV character quite like this.

"The roles Ruth and I played are unique for this genre, as far as I know," Thompson said in an interview. "I suppose that's the thing I love the most about it -- the originality of it all."

Wilson gives Sarah Tucker a sardonic disposition and a playful spirit. Apple TV


Thompson said she was a longtime admirer of Herron, having first discovered his work at her local bookshop. It had been placed among the staff recommendations, she said, and she spent most of that morning "standing next to the shelf I'd picked it out from, reading, sniggering and wondering why I hadn't found him before."

Like many readers, she became a quick fan of Herron's singular take on the spy thriller. "His books combine cynicism, compassion and wit in an unprecedented way for this genre," she said. "He makes me laugh out loud, which is very unusual. His take on the world is full of uncomfortable clarity and a kind of bemused, bitter wisdom that doesn't make you feel inferior."

"Down Cemetery Road" is the first of four novels based around Zoe Boehm. Herron said that although the book was optioned years ago, with vague plans for a film adaptation on two occasions, the plans never went very far.

But it's a different story now that an adaptation of another set of his best-selling books -- the sleek, darkly comic espionage series "Slow Horses," now in its fifth season -- has become one of the most popular original dramas on Apple TV. When you write such a juicy part for Gary Oldman, you begin to acquire a reputation that carries over.

"If the earlier option had been taken up, I don't think we'd have actors of the caliber of Emma Thompson or Ruth Wilson in it, but we would have some unknowns playing them," Herron said. "I still find it difficult to believe that I've been this lucky," he added with a laugh, describing seeing Oldman and Thompson perform his work.

Thompson plays Zoe Boehm, a sharp-tongued private investigator with a personal angle on the case. Apple TV


Thanks to "Slow Horses," Herron's books are very much on trend. But as to whether there's something about his work that is especially suited to the screen, Herron attributes the show's success mainly to his collaborators -- particularly the screenwriter Morwenna Banks, who adapted both "Slow Horses" and "Down Cemetery Road" for TV.

"I think both series could have easily crashed and burned if less skilled writers had taken them on," Herron said. "I don't think what I do is automatically looked at as being ideal for television. But when you've got writers like Morwenna Banks doing the adaptation, then what they bring to it makes it work onscreen."

Thompson, too, had praise for Banks, whose version of "Down Cemetery Road" made Zoe more central to the action early on. "It passes the Bechdel test on so many levels it makes your head spin," Thompson said, referring to the metric of whether a show or film features two female characters who have a conversation about something other than a man.

"There are a lot of male-dominated shows," Thompson added. "I would go so far as to suggest we have enough of them right now, and it's high time we had a fully realized perspective from the other 50 percent of the population."

Wilson echoed that sentiment. "We weren't sitting around going, 'We have to make this female,'" she said. "But it is very rare to see women not only in this genre, but being funny and eccentric, and being action heroes and being slightly mad."

"It's a joy to be not sitting in deep emotions or talking about men to each other, or whatever it is women usually do when they're onscreen together," Wilson added. "We're in action mode. We're getting shot at. We're getting blown up. And we're having some jokes on the side."
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Daniel Radcliffe Will Return to Broadway in 'Every Brilliant Thing'

The "Harry Potter" alumnus, who won a Tony Award last year, will star in a solo play that involves something unexpected: audience participation.

Daniel Radcliffe won a Tony Award last year for "Merrily We Roll Along," and a filmed version of his performance will be released in theaters in December. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Michael Paulson



Oct 29, 2025 at 12:30 PM

Daniel Radcliffe, who won a Tony Award last year for "Merrily We Roll Along," will return to Broadway early next year to star in a one-actor show, "Every Brilliant Thing," about a man sustained by reasons-to-live lists he initially made for his seriously depressed mother.

The 36-year-old British actor, forever famous for playing Harry Potter in the eight films about the boy wizard, has made Broadway an artistic home for nearly two decades now, starring in three plays and two musicals there since 2008.

"I mean, I love it. I love working in New York. I love working onstage. And I've been insanely lucky to be able to do both -- to have a stage career and a film and TV career," Radcliffe said in an interview. "And I want to be able to keep finding reasons to come back to Broadway for as long as I am physically capable of doing so."

The play was written by Duncan Macmillan with Jonny Donahoe, a British comedian who originated the lead role. The show began its life at Edinburgh Festival Fringe and was staged in London before an acclaimed Off Broadway run in 2014 (Ben Brantley, writing in The New York Times, deemed it a Critic's Pick). It has been staged in more than 80 countries, and is now running in London's West End with Minnie Driver starring.

"Every Brilliant Thing" involves audience participation -- unusual for Broadway -- although Radcliffe, mindful that could turn off some people, took pains to point out that no one will be required to speak, if they don't want to.

"There's something about the nature of this play and the connection that is being constantly made with the audience, from before the play even starts when I'm out there interacting with people as they come into the room, that I'm very intrigued by and excited by," he said. "This play is built with the audience new every night."

The Broadway production, like the London production, will be directed by Jeremy Herrin and Macmillan; it will begin previews on Feb. 21, opening on March 12 and closing on May 24 at the Hudson Theater. The producers are Second Half Productions, a London-based company co-founded by Herrin; Seaview, a New York company that has significantly expanded on and off Broadway since the pandemic; and Gavin Kalin Productions, another London-based entity.
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Critic's Pick


'Liberation' Review: A Tony-Worthy Ensemble Plotting Revolution

Bess Wohl's play, about a consciousness-raising group in 1970s Ohio, transfers to Broadway where it remains powerfully moving -- and funny.

Susannah Flood, left, and Betsy Aidem in "Liberation" at the James Earl Jones Theater in Manhattan. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Elisabeth Vincentelli



Oct 29, 2025 at 02:00 AM

For the past 45 years, Margie has had the same full-time job: looking after her family. She's compiled a three-page list of all the tasks she does around the house and around the clock, while her husband doesn't lift a finger. Divorce is not an option, though. "I've never paid a bill," Margie says with dry despair. "I don't have a bank account. I can't drive." So she daydreams about stabbing him.

We are in 1970, when such indentured labor was common. Yet the women listening to Margie (Betsy Aidem) in an Ohio feminist consciousness-raising circle are still shocked. So is the audience watching Bess Wohl's "Liberation," which opened Tuesday night at the James Earl Jones Theater on Broadway after an Off Broadway run last winter. The miracle of this play is that the circle feels as if it is extending to embrace us all.

By no means do I want to give the impression that "Liberation" is the kind of good-for-you didactic show that feels like an assignment. Not only does its sustained pace make the story downright suspenseful -- we quickly become invested in these women and wonder what will become of them -- but spending time in their company is also an unadulterated pleasure. Directed with sensitivity by Whitney White and performed by a cast preternaturally in sync, the production looks at community and individuality, determination and self-determination, in an elegiac and impassioned manner.

And it's consistently funny, too. Wohl ("Small Mouth Sounds," "Camp Siegfried") blesses her characters with a humor that blends precisely calibrated degrees of weary sarcasm, biting wit and droll resignation, along with the kind of pent-up fury that comes from being told repeatedly to suck it up and stay in your lane. Take, for example, the irrepressible Isidora (Irene Sofia Lucio): Reminiscing about a rough childhood in which she was pretty much raised by nuns, she calls them "monsters" and then quickly adds, "but at least they were women in leadership positions."

The action mostly takes place in 1970 and 1973, with the dates unobtrusively appearing on the clock of the rec-center basketball court (lovingly recreated by the scenic designer David Zinn) where the meetings are held, and some of it is set decades later. Connecting it all is a narrator, the daughter of the group's initiator, Lizzie (the superb Susannah Flood in both parts).

Susannah Flood plays Lizzie, whose objective for the meetings is to "raise our consciousness" and "change the world." Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


In 1970, Lizzie is a journalist stuck covering weddings and obituaries at the local paper, despite having a degree in international relations. Her objective for the meetings: "We raise our consciousness, we change the world," she says. Simple to state, not so simple to achieve.

Consciousness-raising groups, a staple of second-wave feminism, were talkin' bout a revolution. But in many ways, talking was the revolution.

Aidem (a Tony Award nominee for "Prayer for the French Republic") lends a subtle mix of steeliness and vulnerability to Margie, the oldest of those who saw Lizzie's fliers and turned up. (Aspiring tradwives might want to pay attention to what she has to say.)

The shy Dora (Audrey Corsa) is stuck in her entry-level job, passed over for promotions in favor of her incompetent male colleagues; the similarly underemployed Isidora is stuck in a green-card marriage -- Ohio didn't have no-fault divorce then; and the reserved Celeste (Kristolyn Lloyd) is stuck taking care of her elderly mother. Then there is the deliciously blunt Susan (Adina Verson), who faces hardships but may be the freest of the group, a visionary who dreamed up a "womanifesto" and has the brass to wear a "Lavender Menace" T-shirt, reclaiming a term used by Betty Friedan to deride lesbians.

Despite their differences, the women share many similarities and the ensemble comes across as organic rather than engineered to neatly fill demographic and interest boxes. (This was also the case in Lucy Kirkwood's "The Welkin," set among impaneled women in 18th-century England, and Kimberly Belflower's high school-set "John Proctor Is the Villain.")

The show's strong cast includes, from left: Flood, Adina Verson, Kristolyn Lloyd, Irene Sofia Lucio, Aidem and Audrey Corsa. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


In the process of getting to know one another, the members must question their biases. As the only African-American woman in the discussion group, Celeste obviously has a different perspective on what liberation means. So does Joanne (Kayla Davion), a Black woman who wanders into the gym during a meeting to retrieve a backpack and returns later, pointedly telling Lizzie's adult daughter -- but really, the playwright herself -- "I'm not even sure why I was there. I'm being underutilized. Not the first time." (The show's hall-of-mirrors structure incorporates occasional fourth-wall breaking interventions.)

While "Liberation" (subtitled "A Memory Play About Things I Don't Remember") is not autobiographical, it is rooted in real life, with the characters inspired by interviews Wohl conducted with second wave feminists. The playwright's mother worked at Ms. magazine, as Lizzie herself eventually does.

How Lizzie ends up leaving Ohio makes up one of the show's thorny story lines: She is almost discomfited to have fallen in love with Bill (Charlie Thurston), and resists following him to New York. Marriage is equally complicated. "Liberation" is cleareyed about blind spots and compromises: Can you still fight a system if you reap its benefits, especially via a husband?

In looking back at an earlier generation's struggles, achievements and failings, the play aims to examine varying definitions of equity and agency, and whether progressivism is enough when radical activism might be needed. Tellingly, Lizzie always puts on the brakes any time someone comes up with an idea she thinks is too extreme. Yet unorthodox approaches can be the mind-scrambler needed to help people reconsider assumptions and hangups, as illustrated by an audacious Act II scene in which a meeting is held in the nude.

Wohl proceeds with such fluid confidence that slight missteps jump out. At one point, a character admits to voting for Nixon over McGovern in the 1972 presidential election. The line got a raucous laugh the night I attended the play, but then Wohl runs it into the ground by expanding on the nihilistic rationale for that particular decision, which will ring all-too familiar on the heels of recent U.S. elections and breaks the period spell. (Luckily, the characters don't have a crystal ball that would let them peek at the current rollback of women's rights.)

But this is a rare dissonance in a production that just percolates, from Qween Jean's costumes (including an especially inspired use of denim) to a cast in a state of grace. If there is a show that can make the case for a Tony Award for best ensemble, it's this one. White directs the actors like a conductor leading an orchestra: Each one gets to shine in at least one aria (or speech, in this case), but they also function as a multifaceted single organism onstage. When these women talk, we want to hear every word.

Liberation
Through Jan. 11 at James Earl Jones Theater, Manhattan; liberationbway.com; Running time: 2 hours 30 minutes.
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'Practical Magic,' Eternally Enchanting and Confounding

The bewitching duo of Nicole Kidman and Sandra Bullock turned this 1998 supernatural dramedy with a baffling story line into a Halloween classic.

Video: 



By Maya Salam
Maya Salam believes the line between good entertainment and bad entertainment can be surprisingly flexible, and has enthusiastically debated this logic for years.


Oct 29, 2025 at 09:01 AM

What's a "good-bad" movie? It's the kind of flick that might have you cackling, hollering or groaning, one that is not necessarily great cinema but is great fun. It's highly watchable even though -- or maybe because -- it's memorably ridiculous. And it always has at least one element that pushes it into absurd territory.



Many fans of "Practical Magic," Griffin Dunne's witchy and kitschy 1998 romantic fantasy, were over the moon when Nicole Kidman confirmed that she and Sandra Bullock would reprise their roles for the film's 2026 sequel.

The original movie, based on an Alice Hoffman novel, stars the two actresses as the Owens sisters: Gillian (Kidman), the free-spirited family flirt and seductress, and Sally (Bullock), the pragmatic homebody who we're supposed to believe is kind of frumpy because she sometimes wears glasses.

The sisters come from a long line of witches, including their incantation-slinging aunts, played by Dianne Wiest and Stockard Channing. They all suffer under a curse cast hundreds of years ago by a heartbroken ancestor: that men who fall in love with Owens women will be struck dead.

"Practical Magic" was a box-office flop and was panned by critics; ours called it a "bouncy, bubble-brained movie," something akin to "Barbie Joins a Coven," and "nothing but a guilty pleasure." But the film, which conjures up abundant autumnal splendor and sisterly spells with just a dash of spook, has since gained a cult following.

Here's my breakdown of why, ultimately, despite its many flaws, "Practical Magic" prevails as a Halloween classic.



What Makes It Good?

Cottagecore Vibes and A-List Chemistry

Video: 


The story is set in famously witchy Massachusetts. The house and garden at the center of the movie -- the homestead for the Owens' women -- is perhaps the movie's most beloved character. The aesthetic, inside and out, is the height of cozy cottagecore dreaminess. Its expansive and creaky wood floors, antique windows, greenhouse full of herbs and vintage-maximalism kitchen would make anyone want to try their hand at mixing potions.

Kidman and Bullock convincingly sell their sisterly bond as unbreakable despite their wildly different personalities. They both have an infectious charm and the all-important quality of impossibly shiny, flowing locks.

"Practical Magic" also has a stellar soundtrack, with songs from Stevie Nicks, Faith Hill, Marvin Gaye, Joni Mitchell and Elvis Presley, whose rendition of the ballad "Always on My Mind" is permanently spookified here.




What Makes It Bad?

More Fairy Tale Than Female Empowerment

Video: 


This movie has become a cult favorite among women for its warmhearted celebration of sisterhood and for showing women collectively harnessing their powers to overcome obstacles -- a comfort watch often touted for its themes of female empowerment.

But the reality of its plot doesn't live up to that reputation. While there are very few men in the movie, most of the female relationships revolve entirely around men: pining for them, loving them, losing them, casting spells on them, escaping them, killing them, bringing them back to life only to kill them again.

Little girls and grown women are equally depicted as boy-crazy chocoholics and are, as our critic put it, "hopelessly retrograde." Corny sentiments about "true love" are relentlessly dispensed.

These dynamics also chafe against the plot's very serious driving theme: domestic violence. Sally helps Gillian escape her psychopathic and abusive boyfriend, the "Dracula cowboy" Jimmy Angelov (Goran Visnjic).

Further, during one of the most spirited and memorable scenes -- drunken midnight margaritas at home -- the four main witches cap off the fun with a rousing round of "Real Housewives"-style insult-hurling, using words like "slut" and "shrew." Though the movie does well for never shaming Gillian's party-girl ways or suggesting she is to blame for her miserable situation.




What Makes It GOOD-Bad?

A Bubbling Cauldron of Plot Holes and Tones

Video: 


When it was released, "Practical Magic" took a lot of heat from critics for its abundant plot holes and constant, confusing tonal shifts: Is it a comedy, a drama, a horror? Is it cutesy or creepy? If it had come out today, audiences would certainly speculate that the script was written by A.I.

One minute, for example, the sisters are wringing their hands over murdering Jimmy, suggesting they should go to the police and claim self-defense (which it was) so they don't end up in prison. Then a couple of scenes later, they are surprisingly unbothered as they bury his body in the backyard of the family home before dancing around like nothing's amiss.

But there is plenty amiss, and embracing the film's nonsensical, unpredictable, often ludicrous and thoroughly impractical nature -- which demands you scrutinize nothing -- is what makes "Practical Magic" such an amusing romp, and is maybe the movie's most successful spell.

Videos: Warner Bros.
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10 Scary-Movie Endings That Swing Big or Pull Their Punches

Some filmmakers have no qualms about sending audiences out on the bleakest note; others famously watered down their conclusions. These are among the most debated.

Video: 



By Maya Salam



Oct 25, 2025 at 10:01 AM

This article is made up almost entirely of spoilers.

More than films in other genres, horror movies and thrillers ultimately endure in the collective consciousness, or drift toward obscurity, because of their endings -- when all the dread and anticipation come to a head.

Here's a look at the final scenes of 10 still-debated movies: some that went full tilt to unforgettable effect and others that dialed down the terror, often diminishing or defeating the story's entire point.



The Audacious

2007

"The Mist"

Video: 


The writer-director Frank Darabont crushed any inkling of optimism that might have lingered in the final moments of Stephen King's sci-fi horror novella "The Mist," about a mysterious phenomenon that envelops a small Maine town, trapping a handful of residents in a supermarket. Lurking, soon to attack, are otherworldly tentacled monsters.

In the book, survivors drive off into the mist, hoping for refuge. Darabont instead chose to deliver a gut-punch when a survivor, in a seeming act of mercy, shoots his fellow passengers, including his own son, before offering himself to the beasts. But the fog clears, and we quickly learn the military has contained the disaster. If he'd only waited one more minute.

The brutal conclusion proved unpopular at first with critics and viewers, though King has repeatedly praised Darabont's as the superior take. "The ending is such a jolt -- wham! -- it's frightening," King has said. "People who go to see a horror movie don't necessarily want to be sent out with a Pollyanna ending."



1999

"The Blair Witch Project"

Michael C. Williams in the final scene, which suggests that the main characters face certain death.


"The Blair Witch Project" was an instant pop culture phenomenon -- in part because of the campaign conjured up by its director-writers, Daniel Myrick and Eduardo Sanchez, to leverage the burgeoning internet to convince viewers that the film was found footage and therefore real.

Three 20-somethings get lost in the Maryland woods as they try to uncover the truth behind a local legend. It does not end well for them, and the final scene is an anxiety bomb complete with a derelict building, creepy children's handprints, bloodcurdling screams and certain death for them all.




2011

"The Cabin in the Woods"

Kristen Connolly and Fran Kranz in the "Cabin in the Woods" finale.


This savvy sendup of horror movies from Drew Goddard follows five college students on a woodsy getaway, intentionally cribbing a classic setup. What ensues is a sci-fi extravaganza and a conspiracy theorist's dream: They are part of a mysterious global ritual to appease the ancients through human sacrifice.

In the end, when you think we're mere milliseconds from a close call, expecting the two remaining friends to pull the literal trigger in time to save humanity -- well, they don't.



2018

"Hereditary"

Peter, played by Alex Wolff, is crowned at the conclusion of "Hereditary."


No film has terrified me like this Ari Aster supernatural-psychological horror about a family with a macabre history that, as our critic put it, "blurs the boundary between mental and supernatural disturbance."

The buildup is so agonizing, disorienting and dread-soaked -- the facial contortions, the jump scares, the decapitations -- that by the end, I was begging for relief. It never came. Instead, the demon king triumphs in a set piece depicting a cult ritual that can't be unseen.



2010

"The Human Centipede (First Sequence)"

The mad scientist's victims holding hands.


Plenty of movies probably should never have been made, and the writer-director Tom Six's revolting Dutch bio-horror -- about a doctor obsessed with demented medical procedures -- might top that list. That said, its final moments, while absolutely dreadful, give this tale of three live victims being sewn together to form one entity a sort of bleak poetry and pensive stillness.

With the doctor and the front segment of the being both dead, the two remaining segments hold hands as one of them dies from an infection, leaving the middle woman alone, sobbing and unspeakably trapped.




The Sanitized

1987

"Fatal Attraction"

Video: 


This psychological thriller, and cautionary tale about adultery, from Adrian Lyne has haunted viewers for decades. If only they'd seen the original ending, which was scrapped because test audiences felt that Alex (Glenn Close) -- who obsessively stalks the family of her married lover, Dan (Michael Douglas), after he ends things -- deserved a more ruthless demise.

The film initially concluded with Alex framing Dan for murder and taking her own life. In the revision, Alex is murdered by Dan and his wife, Beth, in a violent struggle.

The rework was despised by Lyne, Close and others who fought hard to keep the original. Ultimately, they acquiesced, and the film was an Oscar-nominated box office and critical hit.



2005

"The Descent"

The ending of this British film was changed for North American audiences.


It's remarkable what a difference one minute can make, especially when it's the last minute of a terrifying movie like this British one from Neil Marshall, about six women fighting humanoid cave-dwellers during a spelunking expedition gone wrong. For North American theaters, the final 60 seconds or so were cut because, as Entertainment Weekly put it, audiences "weren't digging its uberhopeless finale."

The original has Sarah (Shauna Macdonald), the sole survivor, fleeing the cave and speeding off in her car, only to awaken in the cave with the monsters closing in -- her escape a hallucination. The American version does not cut back to the cave, and Sarah simply drives off, presumably free.



2024

"Speak No Evil"

James McAvoy in the Hollywood remake.


The Times movie critic Alissa Wilkinson devoted an entire article to how this film, the American reboot of the 2022 Danish original often called "The Guests," sanitized the story's bleak worldview by changing the last act, thus defeating its whole point.

Both films are about parents and their daughter learning they're part of a sick game while visiting the remote country home of a family they'd met on vacation. But the original, directed by Christian Tafdrup, ends with shocking cruelty, as the visiting couple is stoned to death and their child abducted. The remake, from James Watkins, has the visitors outsmarting their tormentors and escaping.

"The Guests" is "the story of evil itself" and how it "strikes without meaning," Wilkinson wrote. The American production tries "to soften the blow, to humanize the bad guy."




2018

"Bird Box"

Sandra Bullock in the more hopeful adaptation of the novel.


This Sandra Bullock-led monster movie, directed by Susanne Bier, also largely defeats the point of the story by sharply deviating from its source material, Josh Malerman's novel, to deliver a more hopeful but ultimately bland conclusion.

In the apocalyptic tale, those who lay eyes on mysterious entities are doomed. Blindfolded, Malorie (Bullock) shepherds two children toward a sanctuary, a former school for the blind, deep in the woods. In the film, when they arrive at the school, they join the others. The children play and all feels promising.

But the conclusion that Malerman wrote is far darker: The survivors choose to gouge out their eyes, intentionally blinding themselves as permanent protection, underscoring the desperation of their circumstances.



2017

"Get Out"

Daniel Kaluuya in the film, just before the ending that was reworked.


Rarely is a softened finale a boon to a horror movie, but Jordan Peele's modern masterpiece about the illusions of a supposedly post-racial America may have benefited from his decision to drop the original ending.

The final scene as we know it has Chris (Daniel Kaluuya), a Black man, leaning over the bloody body of Rose, his white girlfriend whose family has implanted the brains of their wealthy white friends into the bodies of Black people. The sight of red-and-blue lights in that moment is bone-chilling. But instead of the police, his best friend, Rod (Lil Rel Howery), a T.S.A. agent, arrives to save the day.

But Peele's first iteration did indeed have the police arriving and arresting Chris for the murders. In that version, we'd see him months later in prison talking to Rod, glass between them.

Produced by Rumsey Taylor. MGM ("The Mist"); Artisan Entertainment ("The Blair Witch Project"); Lionsgate ("The Cabin in the Woods," "The Descent"); A24 ("Hereditary"); IFC Films ("The Human Centipede (First Sequence)"); Paramount Pictures ("Fatal Attraction"); Universal Pictures ("Speak No Evil," "Get Out"); Netflix ("Bird Box")




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/25/movies/scary-horror-movie-endings.html
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Is It Getting Better to Work in Museums?

Employee satisfaction has improved over the last few years, according to a new survey, but the field is troubled by low pay, burnout and "new culture wars."

The Guggenheim Museum in New York was one of nearly 90 museums across the country that participated in a recent survey of museum workers. Tony Cenicola/The New York Times



By Zachary Small



Oct 29, 2025 at 11:00 AM

Fifty-four percent of museum employees have considered quitting their jobs in the last five years, and more than one-quarter of full-time workers earn salaries that fall below a living wage, according to a new survey.

These findings are part of a survey, released by the nonprofit organization Museums Moving Forward, which seeks to improve the working environment of cultural institutions by gathering information from executives and staff members. More than 3,000 museum employees from over 90 arts organizations, and representing different roles, participated in it; it is the second edition of  a longitudinal study that will continue through 2030 in consultation with SMU DataArts.

The survey developed because curators wanted to better understand the correlation between metrics and emotions; for example, how an employee's salary or possibility of promotion might affect their perception of the museum's mission and leadership. "It felt important to create a base line of data that didn't previously exist," said Mia Locks, the director and co-founder of Museums Moving Forward.

Researchers polled workers at institutions including the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in New York and the Carnegie Museum of Art in Pittsburgh. However, some of the largest museums in the country did not participate, including the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York and the National Gallery of Art in Washington.

The last study, in which nearly 50 organizations participated, was published in 2023, during a difficult time in the museum world. Many employees demanded changes from institutions that faced the economic uncertainty following the pandemic and called on museums to improve their diversity, equity and inclusion policies. In that study, 68 percent of workers surveyed considered quitting their jobs.

Locks said that the results indicate that workers have been pleased with changes that some museums have made. The survey was conducted largely before the Trump administration's critique of the museum industry, which has included an attempt to overhaul the Smithsonian and end diversity programs. The report describes this current climate as "an increasingly volatile moment that many are calling the new culture wars."

While museum employees are feeling better about their workplaces, as compared with the earlier study, satisfaction in some areas is still below the national averages of some other surveys. While the percentage of employees who were considering quitting their jobs fell 14 percentage points, it is still about 2 percent higher than what a recent Gallup poll suggested was a national average of 52 percent.

The gap was larger among employees asked to rate their career outlook: 17 percent of arts workers said they were "suffering" (as opposed to "thriving" or "surviving") compared with only 4 percent of the national average in the Gallup poll.

"I think the survey is proving that museums are workplaces," said Makeda Best, a founding board member for Museums Moving Forward who is also the deputy director of curatorial affairs at the Oakland Museum of California. "We are good at art. We are good at what you see on the walls. But behind all that is a field struggling with a lot of issues in management and communication."

Advisers of the survey acknowledge that its findings may be surprising for many museum visitors, who may not see the downsides of jobs in the art world, and instead see some of them as glamorous. Locks described salaries as a major obstacle to employee satisfaction. "Once you are making a living wage and meeting the basic hierarchy of needs, people are looking for opportunities to grow," she said.

But the survey found that less than one-third of entry-level employees were making a living wage, which Museums Moving Forward calculated based on the local cost of living near each museum and taking into account household income.

"There are those who can't necessarily afford to stay in the museum field long enough to make a living wage," Locks said, pointing out that worker satisfaction with career growth had fallen over the last two years.

Researchers also found mixed results for museum diversity, and their report stated that "there is reason for concern that discrimination may be driving Black workers out of the field altogether." The number of Black executives decreased by 4 percent over the last two years, and one-fifth of all museum employees said they had experienced some form of discrimination.

But "improvements are starting to take hold," said Connie Butler, the director of MoMA PS1, who also helped found Museums Moving Forward. "And it's so important that we don't backpedal to the way things were."

Museums Moving Forward also shared the responses of each museum's questionnaire with the museum itself, so that institutions can compare their progress with the larger industry.

"The benchmarks set against the field will help leaders make the case for changes internally," said Best, who said it was important for the study to continue over the next five years to have an effect. "This is about understanding how museums are run and structured -- and those things aren't going to change in a couple years."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/29/arts/design/museum-jobs-pay-burnout-politics.html
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The Novelist Who Knows What Millennials Want

Vincenzo Latronico captures his generation's desire for an exquisite lifestyle -- and pokes fun at it.

The author Vincenzo Latronico at home in Milan. In his novel "Perfection," an expat couple in Berlin want a better world, as well as a beautiful apartment. Federico Ciamei for The New York Times



By Mikkel Rosengaard
Reporting from Milan


Oct 06, 2025 at 10:00 AM

On a bright September afternoon, the Italian writer Vincenzo Latronico rolled a cigarette in a sun-drenched room in Milan. His home, like the apartment that opens his latest novel, "Perfection," is a textbook illustration of the millennial penchant for displaying carefully curated lifestyle signifiers.

A monstera grew on a midcentury cabinet. The orange hues of a Le Creuset pan stood out against white kitchen shelves. There was a Berber rug and a Bauhaus armchair and a long table punctuated with Enzo Mari chairs. A pair of French doors opened onto a balcony overlooking the faded yellow walls of the Isola neighborhood.

He had recently returned to this conspicuous apartment after 13 years in Berlin. The move meant returning to the city he had left disillusioned when the squatting collective he was involved with lost its battle to Milan's real estate developers.

"We were engaged in a big fight against the gentrification of Isola. We had an after-school program, we had the churches on our side, and for a while it seemed to be a model of really getting the neighborhood together." He pointed his cigarette toward the balcony and laughed. "But as you can see, we lost."

In his books, Mr. Latronico, a mustachioed 41-year-old man with gold-rimmed glasses and a single earring, portrays millennial characters who yearn for a better world. They want to end neoliberal globalization; they want to stop the gentrification of their neighborhood. In "Perfection," a short novel shortlisted for the 2025 International Booker Prize about a young expat couple in Berlin, the protagonists want a beautiful apartment.

Mr. Latronico had reflected on his own desire for that objective when, during the pandemic, he opened an Instagram account "because he was bored and lonely."

"I started seeing that everyone's apartment looked just like mine," he said, admitting that he, too, has observed in himself a "kind of split" between his desires for political change and a refined lifestyle. "And I started seeing the origins -- why did I want a Le Creuset? What was going on there?"

The U.S. edition of "Perfection" features a Wolfgang Tillmans photograph. New York Review Books

Mr. Latronico, 41, set out to write a novel that captured how internet culture shaped a generation. Federico Ciamei for The New York Times


He sprang up suddenly from his chair. Fetching beers from the kitchen, he went on.

"It made me think, OK, so I want to write a book in which we see the impact the internet has on us, but it shouldn't hinge on any specific platform or technology, because these change. So I faced out a bit and asked myself: How would you explain this to Cicero?"

But explaining social media culture to Cicero was not a simple task. In Berlin, Mr. Latronico had spent seven years trying and failing to write the novel he imagined.

"At first, I had a plot with a self-optimizer guru, but I realized that there is something about the way online dynamics play out that make them very hard and very boring to describe in a traditional novel," he said. "And then I read Perec's 'Things,' and I was like, man, this guy did it 50 years ago."

Like a musician who samples an old disco beat and turns it into something modern, Mr. Latronico retold Georges Perec's canonical 1965 novel "Things: A Story of the Sixties" -- about a Parisian couple in marketing who obsessively desire consumer goods -- and replaced the material objects with millennial lifestyle signifiers. Then he swapped the consumer culture of the 1960s for the social media-driven lifestyle of the 2010s.

He titled the novel after "Excellences & Perfections," an online performance piece by the conceptual artist Amalia Ulman.

In Mr. Latronico's book, Anna and Tom are graphic designers from "a large but peripheral Southern European city" who move to Berlin to reinvent themselves. They work on shiny laptops from plant-filled cafes, attend gallery openings and techno parties. They drink natural wine and single-origin coffee, carefully constructing a mythology of urban life that circulated "on the Instagram feeds of an entire generation."

He said he was "deeply, deeply depressed" when he wrote it, and pessimistic about its prospects. He had planned to use any advance he might make from an Italian book deal to retrain as a carpenter or real estate agent. "I sent my agent an email and I said, 'I'm sorry, this book is unpublishable. It has no dialogue. It has no plot. It's a copy of another book.'"

"Perfection" became an international best seller. The novel has sold to 42 countries, and the English editions, translated by Sophie Hughes, have sold more than 85,000 copies.

"I think the zeitgeist has caught up with the sociological critique of the book," said Jacques Testard of Fitzcarraldo Editions, a tiny British publisher that has published three Nobel Prize winners since its founding a little more than a decade ago. "Perfection" is its best-selling book of the year, he said.

In an ironic twist, the book's cover popped up in memes and on social media feeds all summer, like the lifestyle signifiers the novel satirizes. Last month, it was named to the longlist for the National Book Awards.

"There is a frisson between the aspiration of being a cosmopolitan or digital nomad and also wanting to make fun of these people," said Nick During, the publicity director at New York Review of Books, the book's U.S. publisher.

But the book taps into a more earnest feeling, too, said Lauren Oyler, a writer friend of Mr. Latronico's. "It's not a satire; it's a commentary of what Vincenzo calls 'a generation's identical struggle for a different life,'" said Ms. Oyler, whose novel, "Fake Accounts," also features a protagonist who moves to Berlin. (Ms. Oyler lives there herself.) "It's the sadness of our generation. How we all participate in this global, digital economy and lifestyle."

The ideas the novel plays with -- how social media flattens culture, how desire is shaped by online images, the futility of building community through consumption -- are drawn from Mr. Latronico's own life.

Raised in Milan by middle-class parents, Mr. Latronico published his first novel at 24. The book, about a group of young activists journeying to the Genoa G8 protests, did "spectacularly bad," he said. After his Isola squat collective lost its building, Mr. Latronico yearned to escape the politics of Italy.

In 2009, after receiving an insurance payment from a traffic accident, he moved to Berlin, attracted by the city's low rents and its bohemian image. His second novel, about a Milan real estate developer battling a group of squatters, won the Premio Napoli and established Mr. Latronico as an upcoming voice in Italian fiction.

He described his life in 2010s Berlin as "very individualistic," filled with art-world parties and visually pleasing dinners with new expat friends.

"I think I was gaslighting myself," he said. "I was saying -- I'm in Berlin, I'm living this perfect life, how could I ask for anything else? While, in fact, I was very lonely."

On a warm Wednesday evening, Mr. Latronico had dinner at Gloria, a restaurant owned by his close friend Tommaso Melilli, a chef and food writer. Since Stanley Tucci featured Gloria in a TikTok video last year, the spot has been swarmed with Americans.

Mr. Latronico and his wife, Arianna Miazzo, right,out at a bar with some literary friends on a recent evening. Federico Ciamei for The New York Times


"This is like my second home," said Mr. Latronico, sipping a glass of hazy wine.

When he returned to Milan, Mr. Latronico moved in with his fiancee, the literary agent Arianna Miazzo, and their two cats. (Mr. Latronico and Ms. Miazzo married this month.) He also co-founded a group chat for his friends in the literary community. They exchange hundreds of texts per day -- "We are all freelancers, you know" -- and roam Milan's readings and parties together.

The New Yorker staff writer Kyle Chayka appeared at the table, dressed in an outfit identical to Mr. Latronico's -- petrol-blue denim shirts over white crew-neck T-shirts.

Mr. Latronico told Mr. Chayka that a source of inspiration for "Perfection" was "Airspace," Mr. Chayka's 2016 essay arguing that internet culture had spread a homogenous aesthetic across the world.

"Every restaurant, in Buenos Aires or Milan or Berlin looks the same, with a monstera plant and a menu written on the blackboard," Mr. Latronico said. "And somehow everyone thinks that this is expressing their personal style."

Mr. Chayka laughed. "And yet here we are, drinking pet-nat and wearing matching outfits."

Over the din of English-speaking voices, Mr. Latronico and Mr. Chayka discussed the changing aspirations of their generation. Having both entered middle age, they no longer yearned for the urban lifestyle of their youth. Topping off their glasses from a second bottle of wine, Mr. Latronico and Mr. Chayka discovered they had both thought about moving to the Southern European countryside.

It's what the expat couple in "Perfection" set out to do after tiring of Berlin. Having gotten involved in activism during the 2015 migrant crisis, they discover they lack the tools to change anything: "Not only had Anna and Tom not had the chance to fight for a radically different world, but they couldn't even imagine it."

Now in their 30s, they return to their Mediterranean homeland, looking for "a feeling of freedom and adventure."

"It's such a millennial cliche," Mr. Chayka said. "My wife and I actually talk about someday buying a farmhouse somewhere in Spain."

"Ah, but don't buy in Spain," said Mr. Latronico with concern. "They have no water."

He opened a real estate app on this phone and pulled up several houses in the hills of Piedmont.

"I really think I'll buy one of these houses," he said. "Up here, they will not run out water, and the temperatures are not too hot in the summer. And look at the prices."

Mr. Chayka looked and licked his lips. "Can you send me the name of that area?"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/06/style/vincenzo-latronico-perfection-profile.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Flocking To


The Brazilian City Where the Festivities Stretch From the Cliff Top to the Sea

Salvador, the Afro-Brazilian heartland, is a hub of music, food and tradition.

Sao Marcelo Fort, at center, a 17th-century fortress, sits in the old port of Salvador, Brazil. At right is the Mercado Modelo. 



By Michael Snyder
Based in Mexico City, Michael Snyder is a contributing editor for T Magazine. He traveled to Salvador in June to report this guide.


Oct 24, 2025 at 04:00 PM

T's monthly travel series, Flocking To, highlights places you might already have on your wish list, sharing tips from frequent visitors and locals alike. Sign up here to find us in your inbox once a month, along with our weekly roundup of cultural recommendations, monthly beauty guides and the latest stories from our print issues. Have a question? You can always reach us at tmagazine@nytimes.com.



The northeastern Brazilian city of Salvador is famous for its summers. Between December and March, the city fills with music, particularly in the old city, or Pelourinho, and daily festivities take place in the Cidade Alta -- the "high city," set on a bluff overlooking the Baia de Todos os Santos (All Saints' Bay) -- as well as in the commercial district below and even out to sea, aboard launches and sailboats. In the past few years, galleries and arts institutions from Brazil's southeast, like Galatea and Pivo, have opened branches here, as have a clutch of luxury hotels, thanks to a growing number of vacationers drawn to Salvador's singular cultural life. Salvador, as people in Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil's biggest and richest cities, will tell you, is having a moment.

But this idea, common in the country's faraway southeast, is merely a belated acknowledgment of Salvador's indelible contributions to Brazilian culture, says the artist and designer Daniel Jorge: "You couldn't possibly describe the city as emergent. It's always been here."

Founded in 1549, the city served as Brazil's capital for more than 200 years before Rio took the title in 1763. As a hub for the brutal slave trade, which was not abolished until 1888, Salvador was also where countless kidnapped Africans were first brought to the Americas. Today, it's the Blackest metropolis outside of Africa, with more than 80 percent of its 2.42 million inhabitants claiming African descent, and diasporic religious, musical, linguistic and culinary traditions are Salvador's lifeblood.

Both Salvador and Bahia, the state whose capital the city remains, have played outsize roles in Brazil's 20th-century cultural life, producing luminaries like the musicians Maria Bethania, Gilberto Gil and Caetano Veloso, the novelist Jorge Amado and the filmmaker Glauber Rocha. Salvador leaves an indelible mark on the people whose creative identities were formed there. The artist Nadia Taquary, who lived in the United States for several years and is now back in Bahia, says, "Salvador is so vivid in me that, even when I was away, I was still here. This place comes with me everywhere."



The Experts




The photographer and chef Angeluci Figueiredo runs four restaurants in Salvador: Preta Tira Chapeu, Peixe Voador and Preta Bistro in the city, and the original Preta on the Ilha dos Frades, an island in All Saint's Bay, where she also runs a guesthouse, Pretoca Pousada.




The artist and designer Daniel Jorge moved from Rio de Janeiro to Salvador in 2020.




Tigana Santana is a Sao Paulo-based musician, linguist and professor.




The painter and sculptor Nadia Taquary was raised on the Bahian coast in the city of Valenca and now lives in Salvador.

Illustrations by Richard Pedaline



Sleep

Left: the terrace at Pousada do Boqueirao. Right: a guest room at the Hotel Fasano Salvador. Kristin Bethge


"At Pousada do Boqueirao in [the neighborhood of] Santo Antonio Alem do Carmo, the owner, Fernanda, who moved here from Italy 41 years ago, has an amazing eye. And she's a nonna who really embraces everyone." (From about $80 a night)

"The Hotel Fasano Salvador always feels special. It's in the heart of the city, not in a fancy area or far away. You can really feel the spirit of Salvador." (From about $420 a night) -- Angeluci Figueiredo

"Casa Reconcavo is a three-bedroom house in Santo Antonio Alem do Carmo that I helped design. The owner bought the old house, which has amazing views of the water, with the intention of turning it into an art residency. We did the project with a focus on reused materials. In the end, he decided to rent the house out instead." (From about $300 a night for a two-night minimum stay) -- Daniel Jorge



Eat and Drink

Left: Cafe & Camera, set inside and on the terrace of the Church of the Third Order of Carmel. Right: the arroz de hauca, a traditional Bahian dish consisting of rice, shrimp and carne seca (dried meat) at Dona Mariquita. Kristin Bethge


"Recanto da Tia Maria is a humble place near the sea, in an area called Pedra Furada, and the food is exquisite. Tia Maria is a community elder [and the chef], and the place is run by the women in her family." -- Tigana Santana

"There's a marvelous bar called Purgatorio. I love the gin and guava drink. There's also A Borracharia, a former car repair place that's a cafe during the day and opens at night as a music venue playing every kind of music -- electronic, Brazilian. It's pleasurable chaos." -- A.F.

"Dona Mariquita Casa de Veraneio, on the seaside near the Mercado Modelo, serves comida patrimonial, or heritage food, from all across Bahia. I've had dishes there that I hadn't thought I liked, such as manicoba [ground cassava leaves fried with smoked meat], but I've liked them there.

"The oyster moqueca [a type of stew] at Axego in Pelourinho is excellent, but everything is flavorful. Casa de Tereza, which has a more elegant atmosphere, also serves a delicious moqueca. I like the fish and shrimp version best." -- Nadia Taquary

"In the Dois de Julho street market, Point da Codorna serves fantastic malassado [a Bahian version of pepper steak] and ice-cold beer. The prices are fair too, which means everyone can afford it. From there, you can walk straight down to the sea.

"At the Sao Joaquim Market, Restaurante Beira Mar is run by Dona Regina, who's been making medicinally infused cachacas [a spirit made from sugar cane juice]. for years. She has something like 180 different varieties: one for heartburn, another for heartbreak. It's one of the most special places in the whole city.

"The owner of Cafe & Camera is a capoeira master and an artist. It's inside the Church of the Third Order of Carmel, just above the catacombs, and a great spot for a coffee and conversation with one of the city's most interesting people." -- D.J.



Shop

Left: Tempo Arte Popular represents artists from around Bahia and other parts of Brazil. Right: the boutique Katuka Africanidades sells African masks and jewelry, as well as clothes made in Bahia. Kristin Bethge


"Tempo specializes in arte popular and work by smaller artists who aren't represented by big galleries. You'll find a little piece from every corner of the Northeast.

"At the Ceasinha Market in Rio Vermelho, buy queijo coalho -- a traditional cheese from Bahia -- nuts, fruits, herbs and miel de cana, which is a sugar cane syrup." -- A.F.

"Katuka Africanidades has clothing in African prints, masks, jewelry and books focused on African and Afro-diasporic subjects. Renato Carneiro, one of the shop's co-owners, is a stylist, and the clothes are all made in Bahia.

"Mirella Ferreira, another stylist, sells the clothes she stitches with her mother out of her home. She only works with linen. Request a catalog and place an order via WhatsApp, +55-718670-6668.

"The Ladeira da Conceicao -- one of the steep, historic streets that connect the upper and lower cities -- is where you can visit the blacksmiths who are dedicated to producing the sacred symbols of Candomble. There's an artist, Jose Adario dos Santos, who's been working there for 67 years." -- T.S.

"There's a great shop called Casa Boqueirao where you'll find clothing from local designers, photography, rare books, old postcards, sculptures -- a little bit of everything.

"I'd also take back one of the ox-shaped clay water jugs, called a boi bilha, which are mostly made in the village of Maragogipinho, though you can find them at Sao Joaquim Market, along with other typical clay vessels called quartinha de barro. In our African faiths, water is life, so, yes, a quartinha de barro is a pot for storing water, but it's not just that. There's a whole world of stories behind it." -- N.T.

Left: Sao Joaquim Market, Salvador's largest, sells groceries and housewares. Right: bottles of dende oil and dried shrimp for sale at Sao Joaquim Market. Kristin Bethge


"At Sao Joaquim Market you can really feel that relationship between Africa and Brazil. You can find everything there, but the thing to take home is a bottle of dende oil [made from African oil palm trees. Look for one where] the color is darker, not so liquid, and the smell is floral and strong. You can find these with vendors who sell groceries or food, such as dried shrimp, flour, nuts and beans." -- T.S.



Explore

Left: Nossa Senhora Rosario dos Pretos church. Right: Ponta de Nossa Senhora de Guadalupe beach on the Ilha dos Frades, one of the islands in All Saint's Bay, about an hour's trip by water from Salvador's ferry terminal. Kristin Bethge


"Rent a boat and go out into All Saints' Bay. You can swim in lovely, warm water, visit colonial churches on the islands and see the most marvelous sunsets. There are also beaches like the Ponta de Nossa Senhora de Guadalupe on Ilha dos Frades. You can stop for grilled fish at my restaurant Preta!" -- A.F.

"Nossa Senhora do Rosario dos Pretos is a Black church in Pelourinho where you'll find an Afro-Brazilian mass with drums and chants -- it's a really interesting demonstration of the city's syncretic traditions.

"There's the monthly JAM no MAM [a biweekly or monthly jam session at the Museum of Modern Art], and on Sundays there's the Samba da Feira in the Sao Joaquim Market. The instruments, the percussion and the rhythm are all very different from what you'd see or hear in other parts of the country. The elders dance with their feet sliding over the floor." -- T.S.

These interviews have been edited and condensed.
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When Children of Public Figures Go Public With Their Dissent

The conversation heats up on social media.


Maddie Block took to social media to criticize her father's participation in a trip for American lawmakers that was paid for by the Israeli government.

Jay Block, a New Mexico state senator, said that he supported his daughter's right to say whatever she wanted about his political positions.


By Callie Holtermann



Oct 15, 2025 at 04:30 PM

Maddie Block was scrolling on social media last month when she saw a post from a New Mexico state senator about his recent trip to Israel, where he heard remarks from Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

Ms. Block, 28, who lives in New York and is a vocal defender of Palestinian rights, was stopped in her tracks. The post dismissed the idea that Israel was committing genocide in its war in Gaza, saying that "Israel does everything possible to avoid killing Gazan civilians." To Ms. Block, the post amounted to misinformation, and sought to excuse Israel for killing tens of thousands of people in Gaza, she said in an interview.

So she decided to post a TikTok video disagreeing with its author -- who also happens to be her father.

"It looks like my dad and a bunch of other, just like, loser politicians from New Mexico went to meet with Netanyahu," Ms. Block said in a video that has been viewed more than 1.8 million times and gained national media attention.

In the video and a series of follow-up posts, she speculated that her father, State Senator Jay Block, a Republican representing parts of northwestern Albuquerque, was being paid to repeat pro-Israel talking points. (He denies this.) She questioned why a state senator needed to get involved in the Middle East, anyway: "How does meeting with Netanyahu help the local people of New Mexico?" she asked.

The political rifts that exist in families across the country often play out behind closed doors. But in an era of intense polarization, some young family members of political figures have taken to social media to condemn the positions of their elders.

Social media has had a "profound impact in terms of taking these disagreements public," said Ioana Literat, an associate professor of communication at Teachers College, Columbia University, and an author of "Not Your Parents' Politics." Whether or not they are from high-profile families, members of Gen Z "don't have to rely on traditional media gatekeepers or family approval to be heard."

 Eric Lee/The New York Times

 Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times

Jack Schlossberg, left, the only grandson of President John F. Kennedy, has accused his cousin Robert F. Kennedy Jr., President Trump's health secretary, of "trading in on Camelot" to further his political career. Eric Lee/The New York Times; Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times

The phenomenon has left some lawmakers in the awkward position of having to field phone calls from reporters about their child's TikTok account. Reached by phone last week, Senator Block said he was proud of his daughter, and that he supported her right to say whatever she wanted about his political positions. The two are not currently in contact, he said.

"I love my daughter very much," he said. "Anything she has said to hurt me, whether politically or financially or relationship-wise, I forgive her."

In the interview, Mr. Block reiterated his support for Israel, which he thinks has been justified in how it has conducted its strikes in Gaza. He said he had visited as part of a bipartisan cultural exchange program paid for by the Israeli government, motivated in part by his concerns about rising antisemitism in the United States after the Oct. 7 attack.

He said that after his daughter posted her video, he and a member of his staff had received death threats. "Reckless comments can really push people toward violence, and unfortunately we've seen that a lot today, quite frankly, with the left," he said.

The Block family is not alone in navigating their political disagreements in public. Political scions have long applied public pressure to their parents. Patti Davis, for instance, the daughter of Ronald and Nancy Reagan, was a thorn in her father's side throughout his presidency, loudly denouncing his policies on nuclear weapons. In recent years, the dynamic more often results in political sparring and family drama that tends to draw an audience online.

Take Jack Schlossberg, who called his cousin Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s presidential campaign "an embarrassment" and has continued to oppose his efforts as President Trump's health secretary. Or Christian Walker, a conservative social media figure who publicly criticized his father, the Senate candidate Herschel Walker, in 2022 after reports that he paid a girlfriend to have an abortion.

And then there is Vivian Wilson, a daughter of Elon Musk, who wrote on Threads last year that her father had misrepresented her experience as a transgender woman "in a last-ditch attempt to garner sympathy points." She called the Trump administration, which her father helped into office, "cartoonishly evil" in an interview this year with Teen Vogue.

Some of the young, digitally savvy family members speaking up are estranged from the relatives whose politics they oppose. But not all of them. Claudia Conway, daughter of the former Trump aide Kellyanne Conway, made news as a 15-year-old for a series of posts disapproving of her mother's political views. (In one, she begged Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez to "adopt" her.)

In an interview with The New York Times last year, Ms. Conway said she regretted the way she had worded some of her posts in 2020. In the years since, she said that she and her mother had worked to repair their relationship.

Kellyanne Conway, center, a former senior counselor to President Trump, with her daughter Claudia in 2019. Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times


Ms. Block, who has not spoken to her father in more than two years, does not expect that kind of reconciliation. In a recent interview, she said she grew up mostly sharing the Republican viewpoints of her father, a former lieutenant colonel in the Air Force. When he retired from the military and ran for a seat on the Sandoval County Commission in 2016, Ms. Block helped with his campaign. "I couldn't have won my first election without her," he said in the interview.

The two began to have private arguments about abortion rights and immigration as the Trump administration got underway, Ms. Block said. The onset of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020 strained their relationship further. "He was so anti-vax and not wanting to wear masks and saying this was some form of government tyranny," Ms. Block said.

Children of politicians are already exposed to the public's approval or disapproval of their parents' politics, said Christopher Ojeda, an associate professor of political science at the University of California, Merced. In many cases, those young people end up choosing between conflict with their families and conflict with their peers. "They're kind of stuck between a rock and a hard place," he said.

Ms. Block, who now works for a nonprofit and is pursuing a master's degree, said she would have been more willing to overlook their disagreements if her father were not in office. However, he was influencing policies that she believed were hurting people, she said, and he had not been receptive to her private confrontations. "That was when I was like, I think I kind of need to start speaking out about this," she said.

Ms. Block said she did not want her posts to result in threats for either her or her father. She said she hoped her videos on TikTok, where she has more than 50,000 followers, would encourage people to pay attention to politics at the local and state level.

She is quickly learning that even criticism can become fodder for more content.

When she saw that her father had spoken to The Daily Mail about their relationship, describing her actions as "horrible," she posted on TikTok again.

"I had a good laugh," she wrote.
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A Big Department Store Pivots to a Catalog 

With a 100-page gift guide, Nordstrom wants to find customers where they are -- at home.  

Nordstrom will use snail mail to send out a 100-page print catalog -- the kind of glossy brochure that used to land in mailboxes each holiday season. Alexandra Genova for The New York Times



By Max Berlinger



Oct 26, 2025 at 04:23 PM

"I'm a big fan of tactile, old school ways of communicating," said Olivia Kim, the senior vice president of creative for Nordstrom.

So this year, in addition to the retailer's commercials on Netflix and Hulu, and their "Gift Expert in Training," which is an A.I.-enabled advice tool, Ms. Kim and her team will rely on a hallmark of the past. In what has become an increasingly scarce practice among retailers, Nordstrom will use snail mail to send out a 100-page print catalog -- the kind of glossy brochure that used to land in mailboxes each holiday season.

"Catalogs are having such a moment," Ms. Kim said. "So it's nice to reimagine what they could be."

This year's edition will be filled with more than 800 suggestions that include everything from budget stocking stuffers to luxury indulgences. There will be stickers to help organize picks (labeled "give it" and "get it") and the company is offering customizable tags for gift-wrapping.

The catalog will be filled with more than 800 suggestions and includes stickers to help organize picks (labeled "give it" and "get it"). Alexandra Genova for The New York Times

"I love the idea of reaching customers in their home," Ms. Kim said. "It lands in a different way, it's more emotionally connective."



Ms. Kim found inspiration in the catalogs of her youth, which came from companies like the teen retailer Delia's and J. Crew. "For us, it's about how do we make it more joyful? It's not only transactional and about product."

Nordstrom seems to be trying new tactics -- or, more aptly, reviving old ones -- as the broader retail landscape continues to fracture with competition from e-commerce, the growth of secondhand shopping, and a period of intense uncertainty. Saks Fifth Avenue -- the flagship brand under Saks Global, which now owns Neiman Marcus and Bergdorf Goodman -- is struggling to pay vendors. The trendy, youth-focused Canadian e-commerce company Ssense filed for bankruptcy protection earlier this year. Tariffs, meanwhile, are creating a challenging environment for small businesses. In light of that, Nordstrom, which struck a deal to go private earlier this year, is seemingly trying to fill a void left by others.

In its last publicly available earnings report, from Q4 of 2024, the retailer disclosed a 2.5 percent increase in net sales over the previous year. Since taking the company private, a representative said that sales for the first half of 2025 were up 4.1 percent from the year prior. The holiday season remains important to its bottom line, though, accounting for roughly 30 percent of its annual sales, according to the retailer.

"It's not like we didn't know holiday was a big deal to our customers," said Jamie Nordstrom, the retailer's chief merchandising officer and a member of the family that founded the company and reasserted control in the move to go private. "What's changed is some of the capabilities that we could bring to our customers, to make what can be a stressful time just a little easier -- and that's largely around gifting."

Mr. Nordstrom and his team found, not surprisingly, that price is a top concern for shoppers this year, so there is an emphasis on wallet-friendly items. Still, the addition of a print catalog may be less of a direct business play and more of an attempt to create an ineffable halo effect around the retailer.

At the brand's New York flagship, Nordstrom has carved out a two-story section designed to carry mostly small giftable items that cost less than $100. Alexandra Genova for The New York Times


 Alexandra Genova for The New York Times

 Alexandra Genova for The New York Times

A variety of items will be available at the store, with a focus on children's gifts and wallet-friendly offerings.  Alexandra Genova for The New York Times

"It's not like we didn't know holiday was a big deal to our customers," said Jamie Nordstrom, the retailer's chief merchandising officer. "What's changed is some of the capabilities that we could bring to our customers, to make what can be a stressful time just a little easier -- and that's largely around gifting." Alexandra Genova for The New York Times


At the brand's New York flagship, Nordstrom has carved out a two-story section designed to carry mostly small giftable items that cost less than $100, including classic toys like Barbie dolls and Lego sets alongside snow globes, candles and pajamas.



Mr. Nordstrom also said that the ability to reach customers in a variety of different places -- online, at home, on their phones, on TV, in physical stores -- is important, but that it's one final thing that really counts: the sale. "We have long been ambivalent about how a customer wants to shop," he said. "As long as they're shopping with us."

"One of the big things that I hope feels different about what we do versus what some of our competitors -- or our friends -- do is the connection back to our stores," said Ms. Kim. "That's different from our digital peers that don't have a natural storefront."

Mr. Nordstrom notes that even direct-to-consumer brands that made their name being digitally-native have since embraced timeworn retail traditions. 

"Look at the Warby Parkers of the world," he said. "They opened a bunch of stores -- because stores matter. They did direct mail. They do some of the 'old-fashioned' stuff because customers are looking for a deeper level of meaning behind this stuff."

"One of the big things that I hope feels different about what we do versus what some of our competitors -- or our friends -- do is the connection back to our stores," said Olivia Kim, Nordstrom's senior vice president of creative. "That's different from our digital peers that don't have a natural storefront." Alexandra Genova for The New York Times
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The 1990s Fashion Whisperer

Remembering Melanie Ward, whose singular eye and tireless work as a stylist shaped the look of a decade.

Melanie Ward, the stylist, in 2006. "She invented so many ways of dressing," said Edward Enninful, former editor of British Vogue. "She paved the way for all of us." Chance Yeh/Patrick McMullan, via Getty



By Vanessa Friedman



Oct 24, 2025 at 03:19 PM

Melanie Ward, the stylist who died of cancer this week, was one of the most influential fashion figures many people have never heard of.

More than a fashion editor or a brand consultant or a designer's muse -- though at different times in her career she was officially all of the above -- Ms. Ward was the red thread that ran through the 1990s and early 2000s. She connected grunge to heroin chic to minimalism (a word she famously disavowed; she preferred "modernism"); Helmut Lang to Jil Sander to Calvin Klein; The Face to i-D to Barneys New York.

Ms. Ward was behind many of the defining images of the decade, including the July 1990 cover of The Face shot by Corinne Day that introduced to the world a laughing Kate Moss wearing a feather headdress and romping on a British beach. She styled Nigel Shafran's portfolio of weedy British youth in track suits in a shopping center that ran in the magazine i-D and later became a book called "Teenage Precinct Shoppers." And she helped conceive the Helmut Lang ads photographed by David Sims against a white background that reduced bodies and clothes to their constituent parts without any discernible artifice.

 Fairchild Archive/Penske Media, via Getty Images

 Giovanni Giannoni/Penske Media, via Getty Images

Kate Moss, left, and Kristen McMenamy in the Helmut Lang fall 1997 show in Paris, when Ms. Ward worked closely with Mr. Lang. "The less you try to make something cool, the cooler it gets," Ms. Ward said. Fairchild Archive and Giovanni Giannoni/Penske Media, via Getty

Ms. Ward's photos with Ms. Day and Mr. Sims, and her work with Mr. Lang, "were really what made me decide to start my own brand," Raf Simons, a creative director at Prada, said. "It was the first time I felt I could connect to an idea about fashion. It felt like the young people I found inspiring in the streets. I think we all thought: 'This is it. This is what we love. This is what we are or want to be.'"

As a result, when we memorialize 1990s fashion, a big part of what we're really heralding is Ms. Ward's work. "If you had to point the finger at the one person who was central to creating that look, I think it was Melanie," the model Linda Evangelista said. "There were all these different photographers and designers who were part of this phenomenon, but she was in the background of all of them."

"It wouldn't have happened without her," Mr. Sims said.

The designer Kim Jones said that every picture he ripped from a magazine and stuck onto his wall when he was a teenager dreaming of becoming a designer had been styled by Ms. Ward. "She was a lot of people's secret weapon," he said.

Ms. Ward, who was born in 1966, did not start out to make fashion -- she studied language and politics -- but Fridays spent haunting the secondhand markets of Portobello Road in London and customizing clothes for herself led to one job, and then another.

She was part of a generation of British talent that emerged at the end of the 1980s and the British recession and that rejected the bourgeois maximalism that defined the 1980s in favor of a gritty D.I.Y. realism. Her circle included the photographers Corinne Day and Mr. Sims, the makeup artist Dick Page, the hair stylist Guido Palau and the models Ms. Moss and Rosemary Ferguson, as well as musicians and artists.

Helmut Lang with Ms. Ward at the Louis Vuitton Centennial Masked Ball in Manhattan in 1996. Evan Agostini/Liaison, via Getty Images


She reveled in mixing high and low, sourced clothes from sex shops and designer brands and was one of the first stylists to embrace street casting, often including Black models in her shoots at a time when diversity was rarely mentioned in fashion. She brought back Birkenstocks, paired trouser suits and beat-up old Converse sneakers and Dunkin' Donuts T-shirts, and layered parkas over evening gowns. It's hard to estimate how impactful that was at a time of big hair and big shoulders and big glitz.

"She threw away everything we knew," Ms. Evangelista said. "You threw away the powder. You threw away the poses. I had to learn to walk in flats on the runway because of her."

The way Katie Grand, the stylist and former editor of the magazines Pop and Love, put it: "She made bad taste cool, and then it became good taste." Looking at her photo shoots was, Mr. Jones said, "like looking at freedom."

Calvin Klein, who worked with Ms. Ward to create many of his indelible early images of Ms. Moss in her Calvins and at his runway shows, said: "I was always looking for something different and new. That was it."

In 1992, Ms. Ward's work attracted the attention of Helmut Lang, the Austrian designer whose clothes were beginning to disrupt the fashion status quo, and for the next 13 years she was his closest collaborator.

Karl Lagerfeld and Ms. Ward, then his creative director, on the runway during New York Fashion Week in 2006. Stuart Ramson/Associated Press


"She went to the school uniform department at John Lewis, the department store on Oxford Street in London, and bought a pair of boy's flat-front black trousers for Helmut to recut," said Sarah Mower, the chief critic of Vogue Runway, who worked with Ms. Ward at Harper's Bazaar starting in 1995. (Ms. Ward was a senior fashion editor until 2009.)

"Essentially, that's why 'boy-tailored pants' became not just a mainstay of all Helmut Lang's shows, but a uniform for all of us who were running around New York and London and wanted to look like cool businesspeople -- a contradiction in terms until then," Ms. Mower said.

Mr. Palau, the hair stylist who worked with Ms. Ward on Mr. Lang's shows as well as on numerous photo shoots, said he remembered watching her backstage at a show spray-painting cowboy boots blue.

She loved harnesses, but "were they holsters, S&M kit or the frames for feathery angel wings?" Ms. Mower asked.

Mr. Klein remembered working with her on a collection in which they layered tank tops one atop another so colors were "just sneaking out between hemlines." Her work skirted the line between elegance and perversion while remaining obsessively simple.

"It was clothes distilled to their purest essence," said Edward Enninful, the founder of the creative company EE72 and former editor of British Vogue. Because of that, Ms. Evangelista said, the look seemed attainable. Ms. Grand, the editor and stylist, said she bought a "gnarly boucle" Jean Paul Gaultier sweater for herself after seeing it in a picture styled by Ms. Ward.

Ms. Ward, then the creative director for Karl Lagerfeld's label, adjusting a ground-sweeping cuff on a model's pants in 2006. Fred R. Conrad/The New York Times


She thought as much like a designer as a stylist, Mr. Klein said, and he used to bring her in at the beginning of a collection to work on fabrics and cuts. She later became creative director of Karl Lagerfeld's namesake line and briefly flirted with having her own label before she turned back to styling, working at Louis Vuitton men's wear, Dior Men and Fendi with Mr. Jones, as well as at Hermes and Versace.

The irony is that while Ms. Ward had an inherent dislike of nostalgia -- "You can't build the future by looking back," she said in an interview with System magazine -- the decade she helped define is now on everyone's mood board. It is celebrated as the last great explosion of creativity before the corporatization of fashion, and endless image filters, led to the elevation of perfection and control over authenticity.

That means that Ms. Ward's way of looking has become a reference point not just for designers, but for a host of social media influencers and people just looking for inspiration about how to get dressed in the morning. Whether they know it or not.

"She was so impactful," said Valerie Steele, the fashion historian and curator. "She is still impacting us three decades later."
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Have Halloween Decorations Become Too Scary?

The skeletons are taller, the witches seem to be more lifelike and the blood and gore is more plentiful.

Video: 



By Alyson Krueger
Visuals by OK McCausland



Oct 29, 2025 at 09:02 AM

On a recent Sunday evening, Melanie Parker took her 2-year-old to the Ditmas Park section of Brooklyn to see a house in the area known for its elaborate Halloween displays. "He loves classic Halloween imagery -- pumpkins, witches, ghosts, spiders and skeletons," Ms. Parker, 38, a full-time caregiver who lives with her partner in Crown Heights, said of her son.

Adorning the home, though, was "a ton of blood" as well as "dismembered bodies, like a child's head," she said. "They were all moving and speaking and gesturing and making noises." The decorations were illuminated in a way that made many of the figures -- and wounds -- appear more lifelike, she added.

Since then, her son "keeps talking about the guy who broke his head and the people who were hurt. Our kid was both riveted and disturbed."

Being a little spooked is part of the delight of Halloween. But lately, some say genuine jump scares are abundant -- on stoops and front lawns, looming in doorways and hanging from rafters -- as household decorations seem to have become more gory, more violent and unsettlingly realistic.

It has caused neighbors to lodge complaints, and others to wonder about the twisted impulses that may be lurking in the collective American psyche.

"It bothers me because I think it says something about the character of our culture," said Regina Musicaro, a licensed clinical psychologist who practices in New York City and specializes in trauma. "It feels what is being prioritized is being the most outrageous, and I think we need some self-imposed restraints on what we put out there because it reflects our thoughtfulness."

A clown-themed display in the Ditmas Park neighborhood of Brooklyn.


Skelly, the 12-foot-tall skeleton sold by Home Depot, has become a Halloween mainstay. OK McCausland for The New York Times

Fake bloody entrails can look quite convincing, in the right light. OK McCausland for The New York Times

Skelly, the 12-foot-tall skeleton sold by Home Depot, has become a Halloween mainstay. Scary as he may be, Skelly is being outmatched by his bloodier counterparts, seen right.

Hiding in the bushes in Carroll Gardens.


The subtle shift might have begun with Skelly, the 12-foot skeleton with light-up eyes that Home Depot introduced in 2020. Over the last few years, it has become a must-have item, even with its $300 price tag.

This year, Home Depot has released some new, spookier decorations, like a five-foot-tall skeleton dog. "The dog piece was actually designed to be a scarier version of last year's Skelly Dog, based on customer feedback that it wasn't quite spooky enough," Aubrey Horowitz, merchant of decorative holiday at the Home Depot, wrote in an email. "Since everyone's definition of scary is different, we strive to offer a balance."

Tom Arnold, a finance professor and retail expert at the University of Richmond, said Halloween decorations had become more realistic because of improved technology and more popular because of the capacity to mass produce them at a lower price point.

Halloween has also become a bigger spending holiday -- according to the National Retail Federation, spending on decorations alone is expected to reach $4.2 billion this year, up from $1.6 billion in 2019 -- and a more adult one.

"One way to think of it is if a store is dedicated 100 square feet to children, they are adding another 50 square feet for adults," he said. "More adults seem to be getting into Halloween."

Do adults participating in the fanfare still have an obligation to keep things kid-friendly? And then there's a larger question about social responsibility. Is it a parent's job to protect children from seeing scary things, or should the entire neighborhood pitch in?

"I would probably say it's our responsibility to make sure our son doesn't see things that could scare him," Ms. Parker said. But, she continued, "I know I don't have total -- maybe not even partial -- control over what he sees out in the world."

Cabot Phillips, 31, a reporter on a conservative news podcast who lives in a suburb of Nashville, has started walking two blocks out of his way to get to the playground with his 18-month-old son to avoid one house.

 OK McCausland for The New York Times

 OK McCausland for The New York Times

 OK McCausland for The New York Times

 OK McCausland for The New York Times

Uncanny, old-school, D.I.Y. -- whatever the style of decoration, they are giving children as well as some adults a good scare.

"There is an inflatable four-foot-long demo zombie baby with blood all over his face and creepy veins, and it looks possessed," he said. "Initially, I would walk next to the stroller so my son couldn't see it, but now I am taking a different path."

He said he thought his homeowner's association should take up a discussion about the decor. "People in the neighborhood can decide together what is too far for them," he said.

Not all the protests are on the behalf of children. Adults say they have been rattled by decorations in their neighborhood, too, and some say they have been distracted while driving or felt jumpy when walking home at night.

This year, Julia Arenson, 58, a yoga instructor and doula who lives in the Park Slope neighborhood of Brooklyn, has noticed many houses in her neighborhood displaying Skelly, the 12-foot skeleton from Home Depot. "It's like an overabundance of large skeletons standing there lording over brownstones," she said.

"There is a lot of instability in the world right now and in our country, and I really feel like it is being reflected in all the decor, all these stark skeletal remains," she said.

Maybe those types of decorations were always there, she added, but she just hadn't noticed them as much before.

"I would like to see some googly eyes or some funny witches," she said.
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These Candies Are a Treat for Your Feed

Melting in your mouth, they've got covered. For today's candy makers, whether chic or kitschy, high-end or "outrageous," the new challenge is how to pop on your screen.

One of the founders of the Swedish candy company BonBon credited its success in part to aesthetics. "It's pretty, it's pink, it has a classic vibe to it," he said. "It doesn't really look like other candy brands." Brittainy Newman for The New York Times



By Alyson Krueger



Oct 25, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Every week Lauren Blue sees an enticing new gummy candy come across her TikTok.

"It will be like the new SweeTarts gummy ring, and the next time I am picking up a CVS prescription, I see it and can't resist," said Ms. Blue, 24, an editor in New York City. "I am so easily influenced by it."

She regularly sees her friends posting about the latest offerings at Lil Sweet Treat, a store with locations in Boston, Philadelphia and Manhattan that sells a rotating mix of 300 gummy candy assortments, or at BonBon, a Swedish candy company with shops in New York City and the Hamptons that's a favorite of TikTok users. "I can walk 20 minutes and buy the candy everyone is talking about," Ms. Blue said.

She is very aware that social media is fueling her candy addiction, but she doesn't mind one bit. "It's healing my inner child," she said. "The world is so dark these days that you literally need to be an adult in a candy shop. Why not?"

Lick as you might, candy cannot yet be tasted through a screen. And yet, many varieties -- gummies, especially -- can seem tailor-made for social feeds. For starters, the number of products to sample and review is practically limitless, so the content mill has no shortage of grist. And on visual platforms like Instagram or TikTok, all the different colors and shapes and textures can feel like, well, eye candy.


"Candy is perfect for social media," said Elly Ross, the founder and chief executive of Lil Sweet Treat. "It is really beautiful and bright, and I think everyone kind of associates candy with their childhoods."

Newer companies like BonBon and Lil Sweet Treat have seen success with products created at least in part with social media in mind, resulting in long lines and brisk sales. Even decades-old brands like Nerds have enjoyed a renaissance online.

According to Brian Camen, a spokesman for Ferrara, the candy company that owns Nerds, approximately 100 people posted photos and videos of themselves dressed up as Nerd Gummy Clusters for Halloween last year, resulting in more than six million views. "That's when you know you've made it," Mr. Camen said. (He estimated that the reach of organic posts about the candy this year was the equivalent of $8 million in paid advertising.)

Other lifestyle brands are capitalizing on the popularity of gummy candy. The fashion brand Tory Burch released purses and shoes "dipped in sugar" over the summer. A spokesman for the Cherry Lane Theater, a small Off Broadway house in the West Village, said that almost every post on social media about the venue includes Fizzy Cherries, the theater's signature sweet. The Cherry Lane spokesman said the candy had helped bring in the 18-to-36-year-old demographic that had previously eluded the theater.

After a recent dinner at the theater, Jilly Hendrix, 39, a writer, asked for the candy instead of one of the more traditional dessert items on the menu. "I really wanted to try it," she said. "I love the branding. I think it's really fun, and I love that it's custom at this venue."

Leo Schaltz, a founder of BonBon, remembers the day the company had its first big moment on social media: a TikTok review of its sugar skulls, strawberry squids and gummy rats, posted on Jan. 6, 2024. "The woman who made the video was Marygrace Graves," he said. "She is the only person who currently has a gold card that allows her free candy for the rest of her life from any BonBon."

Lines are frequently out the door at a BonBon outpost on the Lower East Side of Manhattan. Brittainy Newman for The New York Times

Gummies are especially popular at vibe-forward candy shops like BonBon, above, and Lil Sweet Treat. Brittainy Newman for The New York Times


He believes the company's imported Swedish candies perform well on its internet because of the brand's overall aesthetic. "It's pretty, it's pink, it has a classic vibe to it. It doesn't really look like other candy brands," he said. "I still get so excited when I see people posting us online."

In 2023, when Michael Fisher started Rotten, his line of reduced-sugar gummy candies, he knew it had to capture people online. "We were going to be competing against massive incumbents with multiple-hundred-million-dollar budgets for marketing," he said. "For super successful, fast-growing consumer brands today, you can't just make your product well: You need to also be a great entertainment and media company."

He chose a memorable name -- Rotten -- and created a cast of characters like a mascot named Franky Freak that could tell stories online. "We built this whole universe that we could start to explore a lot on social media," he said.

Lil Sweet Treat is trying to keep candy lovers engaged by experimenting with new textures. "Right now, people are really into a foamy texture," said Ms. Ross, the shop's founder, "and I think because there isn't really anything like it that is made in the U.S."


Kyra Oriana, 28, a food content creator who lives in Chicago, said that branding can be just as important as taste when driving first-time purchases. "People are really trying to come out with outrageous items because they know if they have something that has a shock factor, like Rotten gummies, they will get views, and views turn into currency," she said.

Ms. Oriana likes to indulge in candy, she added, but that doesn't always mean eating it herself: Sometimes just watching other people eat candy on TikTok does the job.

"I use it as an escape to have fun," she said. "It's like millions of people online just eating candy in front of each other."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/25/style/tiktok-candy-bonbon-lil-sweet-treat.html
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The Former Lobbyists Making Key Decisions at the E.P.A.

The Environmental Protection Agency has hired numerous former lobbyists and industry insiders who now work on chemical regulation, emission limits and other rules.

E.P.A. headquarters in Washington. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Hiroko Tabuchi



Oct 21, 2025 at 08:28 PM

It's been a busy year at the Environmental Protection Agency. Especially for former lobbyists.

Over the past year, I've been covering how the Trump administration has been staffing the E.P.A. with appointees who previously lobbied or litigated on behalf of industries.

My latest article is about Kyle Kunkler, who was previously the top lobbyist for America's soybean industry, and is known for advocating for the continued use of a contentious weedkiller called dicamba. He is now in charge of pesticides policy at the E.P.A.

Dicamba is one of the most widely used weed-killing chemicals on the market, but it has been twice restricted by a federal court, in part because it tends to drift into neighboring fields, damaging crops or threatening wildlife and trees.

Weeks after Kunkler arrived at the E.P.A., the agency proposed rolling back several restrictions on dicamba's use. Critics say the E.P.A.'s proposal aligns closely with recommendations from Kunkler's former employer, the American Soybean Association.

Revolving door concerns

Kunkler is one of a number of former industry insiders who have been hired by the E.P.A. Others include:



	Nancy Beck, a former executive for the American Chemistry Council, is now in a senior role within an E.P.A. division that evaluates chemical safety and approves new chemicals.


	Lynn Dekleva, a former senior director at the American Chemistry Council who fought formaldehyde regulations, now helps lead that E.P.A. chemical safety office.


	Steven Cook, a former chemical industry lawyer, now has a senior role at the agency and is pushing to repeal a "forever chemical" cleanup rule, potentially shifting billions of dollars in costs to taxpayers.



And Trump's nominee to lead the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, David Keeling, previously resisted mandating air-conditioning for delivery truck drivers when he was a health and safety executive at UPS, raising concerns about his commitment to a proposed federal rule that would protect workers from heat.

The list goes on. David Fotouhi, a Harvard-educated lawyer who challenged an asbestos ban and represented polluters against the E.P.A., is now the deputy administrator of the E.P.A., serving as the second-in-command to Lee Zeldin.

Alex Dominguez, a former oil lobbyist and veteran of the first Trump administration's efforts to weaken tailpipe pollution limits, who worked as a petroleum lobbyist between administrations, is now deputy assistant administrator at the E.P.A. and focuses on automobile emissions.

And Aaron Szabo, a former lobbyist for the oil and chemical industries including the American Chemistry Council, now leads the E.P.A. office tasked with protecting the public from air pollution.

(I've also written about President Trump's Forest Service nominee, Michael Boren, who had repeatedly clashed with that agency, including for building an airstrip on protected land.)

Of course, the revolving door between government and industry jobs isn't new, and has happened under both Republican and Democratic administrations.

Brigit Hirsch, a spokeswoman for the E.P.A., defended Kunkler's appointment and the agency's decision-making. "Like all political appointees, Mr. Kunkler consulted with agency career ethics officials to resolve any potential conflicts of interest," she said.

And people with experience in both realms can bring valuable industry expertise to the agency, James V. Aidala, who headed E.P.A.'s chemical safety office under President Bill Clinton and is now a consultant at Bergeson & Campbell, a Washington, D.C.-based law firm, told me. That's particularly true for an industry like agriculture.

Industry executives have frequently complained, sometimes correctly, that government employees often don't have enough knowledge of America's vast agricultural system, Aidala said.

But what's the correct balance? Not this, Lori Ann Burd, a senior attorney at the Center for Biological Diversity, an environmental nonprofit, told me for my piece, which focused on E.P.A.'s office that regulates chemicals and pesticides.

"It's incredible," she said, "the entire leadership of that office comes directly from industry."

Advertisement will go here, if sold. A horizontal rule will appear above the ad by default. Please place at a break in the content, where a horizontal rule exists below.



An aerial view of a Google data center on a hazy day in Santiago, Chile. Marcos Zegers for The New York Times


From Mexico to Ireland, fury mounts over a global A.I. frenzy

The United States has been at the nexus of a data center boom, as OpenAI, Amazon, Google, Microsoft and others invest hundreds of billions of dollars to build giant computing sites in the name of advancing artificial intelligence. But the companies have also exported the construction frenzy abroad, with less scrutiny.

Nearly 60 percent of the 1,244 largest data centers in the world were outside the United States as of the end of June, according to an analysis by Synergy Research Group. Data centers, the Times found, have contributed to disruptions in more than a dozen countries, including:



	In Ireland, data centers consume more than 20 percent of the country's electricity.


	In Chile, precious aquifers are in danger of depletion.


	In South Africa, where blackouts have long been routine, data centers are further taxing the national grid.


	Similar concerns have surfaced in Brazil, Britain, India, Malaysia, the Netherlands, Singapore and Spain



-- Paul Mozur, Adam Satariano and Emiliano Rodriguez Mega

Read more.



Quote of the day

"In the end, we risk becoming just an artificial intelligence warehouse for the world."

That's from Rodrigo Vallejos, a local activist in Chile, a country that has courted data center providers and has become a vivid example of managing the trade-offs of the A.I. race.

Vallejos shared a video with the Times of Quilicura, a community on the outskirts of Santiago, which is beside a wetland. It was once lush with marshlands and lagoons, but after a data center moved in nearby, much of it is dry, even in the rainy season.

Read more from Paul Mozur on Chile's conflicted relationship with the boom in data centers and A.I.



Ask NYT Climate

Do heat pumps work when it gets really cold?

Heat pumps are climate-friendly in two big ways: First, they don't burn fossil fuels. And second, they're very efficient. They can generate more heat with less energy than traditional methods like furnaces and boilers. And all that adds up to lower greenhouse gas emissions.

But there's a persistent belief that they don't work when it gets really, really cold outside.

Lower emissions are great. But will a heat pump keep you warm on the coldest nights? We asked the experts. -- Sofia Quaglia

Read more.

More climate news from around the web:



	The Washington Post reports on a new study that, for the first time, calculates the carbon footprint, or "hoofprint," of eating meat in every town and city in the country.






Enjoying this newsletter? Subscribe to keep receiving it.
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Quote of the Day: College Is Selling Black History Murals to Avert Financial Crisis

Oct 30, 2025 at 03:59 AM

"It's like your grandmother's quilt. It's a beautiful quilt and everyone loves it, but it's in the attic."

WILLIE TODD, the president of Talladega College, on the institution's decision to sell some of its Hale Woodruff murals commemorating Black history to an art museum and two foundations.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/29/pageoneplus/quote-of-the-day-college-is-selling-black-history-murals-to-avert-financial-crisis.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Corrections: Oct. 30, 2025

Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025.

Oct 30, 2025 at 04:00 AM

FRONT PAGE

An article on Wednesday about more than two dozen states suing the Trump administration over its recent refusal to fund food stamps during the government shutdown included a comment in which the North Carolina attorney general, Jeff Jackson, misstated the number of counties in the state where one in four residents was enrolled in the SNAP program. It is 10 counties, not 11.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/30/pageoneplus/corrections-oct-30-2025.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




feed_2/article_6/images/img1_u36.jpg





feed_2/article_6/images/img2_u14.jpg





feed_2/article_1/images/img1_u45.jpg





feed_2/article_0/images/img2_u25.jpg





feed_2/article_0/images/img1.jpg





cover.jpg
CheNew ork Times

o
mesaL
OB

1





feed_2/article_3/images/img2_u30.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img3_u27.jpg





feed_2/article_5/images/img1_u57.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img4_u24.jpg





feed_2/article_3/images/img4_u8.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img8_u3.jpg





feed_2/article_3/images/img1_u26.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img6_u11.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img5_u12.jpg





feed_2/article_8/images/img2_u11.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img1_u46.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img9_u3.jpg





feed_2/article_4/images/img1_u59.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img7_u8.jpg





feed_2/article_3/images/img3_u19.jpg





feed_2/article_8/images/img1_u10.jpg





feed_7/article_4/images/img2_u16.jpg





feed_7/article_4/images/img5_u6.jpg





feed_2/article_9/images/img2_u5.jpg





feed_7/article_4/images/img1_u44.jpg





feed_7/article_4/images/img3_u18.jpg





feed_2/article_2/images/img1_u19.jpg





feed_7/article_4/images/img4_u12.jpg





feed_2/article_9/images/img1_u33.jpg





feed_7/article_2/images/img3_u7.jpg





feed_7/article_2/images/img4_u4.jpg





feed_2/article_9/images/img3.jpg





feed_2/article_9/images/img4_u7.jpg





feed_7/article_2/images/img2_u18.jpg





feed_0/article_12/images/img6_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_12/images/img3_u4.jpg
MURDER CASE
WITH FAULTY CONVICTION

RE-OPENED

32 YEARS LATER






feed_0/article_12/images/img2_u28.jpg





feed_0/article_12/images/img8_u1.jpg





feed_2/article_10/images/img1_u56.jpg





feed_7/article_4/images/img6_u8.jpg





feed_0/article_9/images/img1_u53.jpg





feed_7/article_2/images/img5.jpg





feed_1/article_6/images/img1_u9.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img2_u9.jpg





feed_1/article_7/images/img1_u43.jpg





feed_6/article_7/images/img1_u58.jpg





feed_1/article_1/images/img1_u11.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img3_u10.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img4_u5.jpg





feed_1/article_0/images/img1_u40.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img8_u7.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img6_u10.jpg





feed_1/article_7/images/img2_u8.jpg





feed_7/article_2/images/img1_u21.jpg
Nly/Republicanistatelsenatoridad|
metwith|Netanyahulinlisrael?






feed_1/article_7/images/img3_u24.jpg





feed_0/article_12/images/img5_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_12/images/img1_u54.jpg





feed_0/article_12/images/img11.jpg





feed_0/article_12/images/img10_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_12/images/img9_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_12/images/img7_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_12/images/img4_u17.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img2_u13.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img1_u41.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img1_u13.jpg





feed_1/article_3/images/img1_u18.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img10.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img5_u4.jpg
Y 4
4
[
& 24
\ \





feed_6/article_0/images/img4_u1.jpg





feed_6/article_0/images/img2_u38.jpg





feed_1/article_4/images/img2_u23.jpg





feed_6/article_0/images/img3_u17.jpg
|






feed_0/article_4/images/img1_u15.jpg





feed_0/article_4/images/img4_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_4/images/img5_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_4/images/img6_u4.jpg





feed_1/article_3/images/img3_u21.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img7_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_4/images/img3_u15.jpg





feed_1/article_3/images/img4_u11.jpg
>
o2
ote

),

G3H ity o





feed_6/article_6/images/img11_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_4/images/img2_u22.jpg





feed_1/article_3/images/img2_u6.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img9_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_8/images/img3_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_8/images/img1_u49.jpg





feed_0/article_8/images/img2_u39.jpg





feed_1/article_4/images/img1_u37.jpg





feed_6/article_5/images/img2.jpg





feed_6/article_5/images/img3_u31.jpg





feed_1/article_4/images/img7.jpg





feed_6/article_3/images/img1_u5.jpg





feed_1/article_4/images/img5_u1.jpg





feed_1/article_2/images/img1_u42.jpg





feed_6/article_5/images/img4.jpg





feed_6/article_5/images/img1_u63.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img3_u25.jpg





feed_1/article_4/images/img8_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img2_u29.jpg





feed_1/article_4/images/img4_u3.jpg





feed_6/article_1/images/img1_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_10/images/img2.png
Federal Funds Target Rate

5%

3.75-4%
Target range

—— RECESSION

0

2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021 2023 2025

Note: Data represents the lower, upper and midpoint of the federal funds target rate range. Source:
Federal Reserve. The New York Times





feed_0/article_10/images/img1_u8.jpg





feed_1/article_4/images/img9_u5.jpg





feed_1/article_4/images/img6_u3.jpg





feed_6/article_0/images/img1_u2.jpg





feed_1/article_4/images/img3_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_10/images/img3.png
6%

SEPT. 2024
Bowman
- 350' . 0OCT. 2025
mmac Schmid
Y oo |
. o
JULY 2025
Bowman and Waller ~ SEPT.
Miran
N 0CT. 2025
Miran
April July Oct. Jan. April July oct.

2024 2025

Source: - By The New York Times





feed_0/article_9/images/img2_u17.jpg





feed_0/article_9/images/img3_u28.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img1_u14.jpg





mastheadImage.jpg
The New York Times





feed_0/article_13/images/img3_u11.jpg





feed_6/article_2/images/img4_u22.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img4_u25.jpg





feed_6/article_2/images/img1_u32.jpg





feed_6/article_2/images/img2_u27.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img2_u10.jpg





feed_6/article_2/images/img3_u16.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img10_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img21.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img17.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img27.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img11_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img12.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img7_u5.jpg





feed_6/article_4/images/img1_u51.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img2_u1.png





feed_0/article_11/images/img1_u29.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img23.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img3_u14.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img29.jpg
u: uf‘:y-mr
e,






feed_6/article_4/images/img2_u32.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img15.jpg





feed_6/article_4/images/img3_u23.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img4.png





feed_0/article_14/images/img32.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img6_u6.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img1_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img2_u15.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img3_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img8_u8.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img4_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img4_u20.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img2_u19.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img1_u64.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img3_u12.jpg





feed_5/article_7/images/img1_u27.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img1_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img5_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img1_u47.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img16.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img20.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img2_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img2_u40.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img5_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img3_u22.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img28.jpg





feed_5/article_6/images/img1_u48.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img5_u11.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img1_u24.jpg





feed_5/article_4/images/img4_u16.jpg





feed_0/article_0/images/img3_u32.jpg
LB

‘Specal Dinner in honor of President Donald J. Trump and State Leaders.
hasted by President Loe Jae Myung

octonen 2,2 v






feed_5/article_4/images/img2_u26.jpg





feed_0/article_0/images/img4_u21.jpg





feed_5/article_4/images/img3_u13.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img33.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img3_u33.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img8_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img6_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img9.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img22.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img7_u6.jpg
-
"o






feed_0/article_14/images/img2_u24.jpg
Carshari
enoleggi
Inun‘uni






feed_5/article_3/images/img1_u52.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img3_u29.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img4_u19.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img30.jpg





feed_5/article_1/images/img1_u60.jpg
=8B=Ss= UsSsH so= ¥is
OIS [HEE =21
SEot

of )
hosted by Prosident Lee Joa Myung






feed_0/article_3/images/img5_u15.jpg





feed_5/article_5/images/img1_u38.jpg





feed_0/article_0/images/img2_u34.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img1_u16.jpg
U 1
i





feed_0/article_6/images/img5_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img1_u31.jpg





feed_5/article_5/images/img2_u33.jpg





feed_8/article_0/images/img1_u6.jpg





feed_4/article_3/images/img1_u22.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img9_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img24.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img13.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img4_u6.jpg





feed_5/article_2/images/img1_u25.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img25.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img31.jpg





feed_5/article_4/images/img1_u30.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img18.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img26.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img14.jpg





feed_8/article_0/images/img2_u4.jpg





feed_4/article_1/images/img1.png





feed_0/article_14/images/img19.jpg





feed_4/article_0/images/img1_u62.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img9_u2.jpg





feed_7/article_0/images/img4_u14.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img7_u2.jpg





feed_7/article_0/images/img1_u61.jpg
A3 ARTIMEHERLE Tl [ RS
SN | DL
TR R m.n'
M IT; E me “w&\\ ;
}\\Le \ B






feed_0/article_1/images/img3_u30.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img4_u15.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img8.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img6_u5.jpg





feed_4/article_2/images/img1_u23.jpg





feed_7/article_6/images/img2_u20.jpg
-






feed_0/article_1/images/img2_u37.jpg
vk N KT





feed_7/article_6/images/img3_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_0/images/img5_u14.jpg
-

4 APECiziit






feed_4/article_4/images/img1_u35.jpg





feed_0/article_0/images/img1_u55.jpg
]

a
A





feed_3/article_0/images/img3_u2.jpg





feed_7/article_0/images/img2_u35.jpg
VINCENZO LATRONICO

{4
l$

g

N~





feed_3/article_0/images/img1_u28.jpg





feed_7/article_0/images/img3_u34.jpg





feed_7/article_6/images/img1_u17.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img2_u12.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img7_u7.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img5_u8.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img3_u26.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img4_u23.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img8_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img6.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img6_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img2_u1.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img3_u20.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img5_u5.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img2_u31.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img1_u34.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img8_u5.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img7_u4.jpg
5

P






feed_0/article_1/images/img10_u1.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img10_u2.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img4_u18.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img9_u1.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img1_u20.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img3_u1.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img4_u13.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img2_u21.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img6_u9.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img2_u36.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img5_u13.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img1_u1.jpg





feed_3/article_1/images/img3_u8.jpg





feed_3/article_1/images/img4_u10.jpg





feed_3/article_1/images/img2_u3.jpg





feed_2/article_11/images/img2_u2.jpg





feed_3/article_1/images/img1_u12.jpg





feed_2/article_7/images/img1_u50.jpg





feed_2/article_11/images/img1_u39.jpg





