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Politics
Americans blame Trump and GOP more than Democrats for shutdown, poll finds
Independents hold Trump and Republicans responsible for the shutdown by a 2-to-1 margin, according to a poll conducted by The Washington Post, ABC News and Ipsos.

President Donald Trump speaks with reporters aboard Air Force One on Thursday shortly after taking off from South Korea. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


By Jacob Bogage, Riley Beggin, Scott Clement | 2025-10-30
More Americans blame President Donald Trump and Republicans in Congress than Democrats for the nearly month-long government shutdown, according to a Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll.
More than 4 in 10 U.S. adults -- 45 percent -- say Trump and the GOP are mainly responsible for the shutdown that may lead the government to cut off anti-hunger benefits, has caused air traffic delays and has furloughed hundreds of thousands of federal workers.
Yet the share saying Democrats are at fault has grown slightly, from 30 percent in a Post flash poll when the shutdown began to 33 percent in the latest poll. Among registered voters, 37 percent now blame Democrats, while 46 percent blame Republicans.
Americans are generally worried about shuttered government agencies, the poll found. Three-quarters of U.S. adults say they are "very" or "somewhat concerned" about the shutdown, including 87 percent of voters who described themselves as "liberal" and 62 percent of those who said they are "conservative."
But concern has grown as the shutdown has continued, with 43 percent saying they are "very concerned" today, up from 25 percent when the shutdown began.
High-level concern has grown across party lines, although Democrats are still more than twice as likely as Republicans to be very concerned about the closure. A 56 percent majority of people with household incomes under $25,000 are very concerned, the highest of any income group.
More broadly, 63 percent of Americans disapprove of Trump's management of the federal government, up from 57 percent in April and 54 percent in February.
Among Republicans, disapproval on this question is up from 15 percent in April to 23 percent today, while disapproval among independents has climbed from 60 percent to 72 percent.
The government has been shut down since Oct. 1, when federal funding ran out and Congress failed to approve a new funding extension. Republican and Democratic lawmakers blame each other for the extended shutdown.
Democratic lawmakers demand extensions on expiring subsidies on Affordable Care Act health insurance plans before they will agree to reopen the government. Premiums for people on ACA health care plans are expected to go up by an average of 30 percent during the open enrollment period beginning next month, in part because the subsidies will lapse. Republicans have refused to negotiate on health care until Congress passes new government funding bills.
Trump and White House budget director Russell Vought have used the shutdown to dramatically expand the president's spending powers, wresting the authority to direct billions of dollars away from lawmakers.
The administration has shifted resources -- probably in violation of the law and the Constitution, experts say -- to ensure active-duty military troops, Immigrations and Customs Enforcement agents and federal law enforcement officers do not miss paychecks.
Meanwhile, roughly 650,000 federal workers have been furloughed, according to the Congressional Budget Office, and tens of thousands more have reported to work unpaid.
But the shutdown will soon become even more painful. Funding for SNAP, the anti-hunger Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, commonly known as food stamps, is set to expire Saturday, threatening food aid for 42 million Americans.
The extended shutdown -- which would be the longest in American history if it lasts until Nov. 5 -- is also expected to shave billions of dollars off the United States' annual economic output, though the full cost of the crisis is unclear because many of the agencies that track the country's economic statistics have been closed.
Blame for the impasse largely falls along partisan lines, the poll finds, though independents hold Trump and Republicans responsible by a 2-1 margin; 46 percent of people who identify as independents blame Republicans, and 23 percent blame Democrats.
About 8 in 10 Democrats say Trump and Republicans are mainly to blame, while 72 percent of Republicans blame Democrats, with opinions little changed since the beginning of the shutdown.
Other polls have found a narrower gap in blame between Republicans and Democrats. A mid-October Quinnipiac University poll found 45 percent of registered voters blaming congressional Republicans more and 39 percent blaming Democrats more. And an Economist-YouGov poll found 39 percent of U.S. citizens blaming Republicans and 31 percent blaming Democrats, with 24 percent blaming both equally.
In Congress, both political parties argue the American people blame the other for the ongoing shutdown.
Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said on the Senate floor last week that the president refuses to negotiate with Democrats on extending ACA subsidies even as health care prices rise.
"Americans can see with their own eyes what Trump is doing," he said. "I say to my Republican colleagues: Beware. The shutdown is on Donald Trump's back, and the American people know it. They know that Republicans have the presidency, the House and the Senate, and the shutdown is on them."
Republicans have similarly hammered Democrats for refusing to reopen the government to advance their policy goals.
"The American people are sick and tired of the Democrats' dangerous political games," Sen. John Barrasso (Wyoming), the chamber's second-ranking Republican, said on the floor Thursday. "They resent being used by the Democrats as pawns, as leverage. Americans know who is to blame for the Schumer shutdown."
People with incomes below $25,000 blame Republicans over Democrats by a margin of 46 percent to 21 percent.
The Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll was conducted online Oct. 24 through Oct. 28 among 2,725 U.S. adults. The sample was drawn through the Ipsos KnowledgePanel, an ongoing panel of U.S. households recruited by mail using random sampling methods. Overall results have a margin of error of plus or minus 1.9 percentage points.
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Politics
Judge says she'll likely order Trump administration to send SNAP funds to states
The move could keep food assistance flowing despite the federal government shutdown.

A woman in Binghamton, New York, calculates items in her cart in 2019 to make sure she's within her $175-per-month grocery budget. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


By Mariana Alfaro, Todd Wallack | 2025-10-30
A federal judge on Thursday indicated she would probably order the Trump administration to use reserves to partially fund food assistance for about 42 million Americans in November, potentially delaying a complete cutoff in benefits during the government shutdown.
Judge Indira Talwani of the U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts spoke at a hearing in litigation brought by a coalition of 23 Democratic attorneys general and three Democratic governors against the Agriculture Department over its decision to not tap into a contingency fund to pay for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits in November. Because of the government shutdown, states are not able to access federal funding for the program, leaving millions of people without crucial payments necessary to purchase groceries. The program would have ceased to send out funds to states as soon as Saturday.
"Congress has put money in an emergency fund, and it is hard for me to understand how this is not an emergency," Talwani said during Thursday's hearing.
At the hearing, Talwani said she can't wait for Congress to pass an appropriations bill, saying she has to rely on existing laws and regulations that USDA has already adopted.
"Congress told you what to do if there is no money," said Talwani, who was nominated to the bench by President Barack Obama. "You need to figure out how to stretch that emergency money for now."
The judge made it clear she wants USDA to get the money out the door, not come up with excuses for why it believes it can't.
"That's lawyering," she said. "I want agency action, not lawyering."
In the last federal shutdown, which ran from December 2018 into January 2019 during the first Trump administration, officials told states they could use the contingency funds to cover SNAP payments.
While states would be able to access the contingency funds if Talwani orders it, the $5.5 billion available is not enough to pay for a full month of benefits. The program costs the federal government about $9 billion monthly. But because SNAP benefits are not released all at once to recipients, states will be able to make partial November payments, giving Americans some respite as the shutdown continues.
The benefits are likely to be delayed briefly regardless of how Talwani rules because states and the contractors that place SNAP benefits into Americans' Electronic Benefits Transfer -- or EBT -- cards need a few days' notice of the allocation of federal funds.
Members of Congress in both parties had raised alarm at the prospect of the shutdown cutting off SNAP funds, but attempts to fund the program haven't succeeded. The government has been shut down since Oct. 1, as Senate Democrats say they won't back a measure to continue funding unless Affordable Care Act subsidies set to expire are extended, and Republicans say they won't negotiate on the ACA until the government is reopened.
In a memo sent to states last week, USDA said the contingency money is meant to be held in case of natural disasters or other catastrophes, not used to cover for a lapse in government funding. But the attorneys general and governors argued in their lawsuit that withholding the contingency funds violates federal spending laws and that the administration should be required to disburse the money, even if it covers only partial payments for the month.
The federal government pays the full cost of SNAP benefits, meaning states do not have a budget to fund the mass-scale program on their own, although they implement the payments. If benefits lapse in November, it would mark the first time in the program's 60-year history in which the federal government failed to make the food assistance payments because of a pause in appropriations.
Massachusetts Attorney General Andrea Joy Campbell (D), in a social media post Tuesday, said the Trump administration "has the money to continue funding SNAP benefits -- they're choosing to harm millions of families across the country already struggling to make ends meet."
As the hearing unfolded Thursday, USDA's official website featured a banner blaming Democrats for any potential lapses in SNAP funding. The partisan message says the "well has run dry" for SNAP funds and that there will be no benefits issued Saturday.
"We are approaching an inflection point for Senate Democrats," the message said. "They can continue to hold out for healthcare for illegal aliens and gender mutilation procedures or reopen the government so mothers, babies, and the most vulnerable among us can receive critical nutrition assistance."
Similar messages have appeared on federal websites throughout the shutdown, and experts say they could violate the Hatch Act, which bars most civil service employees in the executive branch from engaging in political advocacy or activity.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) on Wednesday chided the Democratic attorneys general for bringing the lawsuit against USDA, claiming that Congress did not authorize money for the contingency fund. However, Democrats argue that the contingency funds are appropriated by Congress and are meant to be accessed to avoid a lapse in SNAP funding.
The Trump administration argued in response to the lawsuit that the case should be dismissed because the contingency funds are meant for disasters -- not cases in which Congress has failed to appropriate funds for the program -- and because the money isn't enough to pay a full month of benefits, which would force states to reduce benefits and create "substantial chaos."
Wallack reported from Boston.
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Is private funding of Trump's ballroom legal? I answered your questions.
Chief political correspondent Karen Tumulty chats with readers every other Thursday at noon Eastern time.

(The Washington Post)


By Karen Tumulty | 2025-10-30
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White House Debrief
Trump wanted one gift in Asia he didn't get: A visit with Kim Jong Un
The North Korean leader has grown closer to Moscow since he and Trump met in 2019 and did not respond to the U.S. president's public push for a meeting.

President Donald Trump shakes hands with South Korean President Lee Jae Myung as he receives a replica of crown Wednesday in Gyeongju, South Korea. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


By Natalie Allison, Michelle Lee, Cat Zakrzewski | 2025-10-30
GYEONGJU, South Korea -- On his nearly week-long swing through Asia, President Donald Trump accepted a replica of a crown worn by fifth-century Korean royals and a golf putter belonging to Shinzo Abe, the late prime minister of Japan. But there was one thing the president wanted that he didn't get: a meeting with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.
It was a singular disappointment on a trip that largely conformed to the U.S. president's desire to be celebrated.
He described a high-stakes summit with China as an "amazing meeting" and confirmed he would visit the country in the spring. He walked arm in arm with the first female Japanese prime minister, who announced that she would nominate him for a Nobel Peace Prize. Troops roared with applause as he descended into the hangar of the USS George Washington on a giant platform, a scene that resembled a pop star's entrance on a stadium tour.
An encounter with Kim would have provided Trump a chance to rekindle the "good relationship" he enjoyed in his first term with the leader of a pariah state that almost all other American presidents have sought to isolate. Trump's public campaign for a Kim visit was more than an expression of his personality-driven style of diplomacy and faith in his face-to-face instincts. It also reflected a desire to see his old friend again.
"I would love to see him if he wants to, if he even gets this message," Trump told reporters aboard Air Force One. 
The feelings did not appear to be mutual. North Korea showed no interest in Trump during his Asia swing, pointedly focusing its diplomatic activity instead in support of Russia.

Supporters of the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions protest South Korea's hosting of APEC 2025 and President Donald Trump's trade policies on Wednesday in Gyeongju, South Korea. (Jintak Han/The Washington Post)


In 2019, after Trump posted on social media that he wanted to get together with Kim, officials hastily arranged for the two leaders to exchange a handshake in the demilitarized zone after Trump's visit to the Group of Seven summit in Osaka, Japan.
Kim's stance has changed dramatically since then.
In the aftermath of Russia's invasion of Ukraine, analysts said, Kim has been less interested in pursuing normalization with the United States, as Trump wants, and now views his country's interests as more aligned with an anti-West bloc, including Russia and China, that challenges a U.S.-led global world order.
That new dynamic did not stop Trump from hoping day after day after day on his trip here for another meet-up with Kim.
Last weekend, as Trump set off to Malaysia, he asked reporters to "put out the word" that he was "open" to a visit.
On Monday, the president was even more eager. Surrounded by a press gaggle of microphones and cameras en route to Japan aboard Air Force One, he said he would extend his trip to Asia if he could see Kim.
No progress had been made on Tuesday, he told The Washington Post, when asked if he had heard back yet from Kim. "We've been so busy, we really haven't," Trump said.
Then the time came Thursday for him to board Air Force One for home.

Trump speaks to journalists aboard Air Force One Wednesday en route to South Korea. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


"We never were able to talk," Trump said on board just after meeting with Xi. "Because, look, I was so busy, and really, this is why we came." It would have been "maybe disrespectful," even, had a meeting with Kim overshadowed his summit with Xi. But he said he won't hesitate to try again.
"I'd come back, with respect to Kim Jong Un," Trump said.
Trump's affection for the isolated leader has been striking since his first term. Among the papers he took from the White House upon leaving office in 2021 -- which he was supposed to hand over to the National Archives -- was correspondence with Kim that Trump once described as "love letters."
And his desire to remain in touch with Kim seems to have only intensified as the North Korean leader has kept the president at arm's length.
As he set off for Malaysia, Trump mused that the lack of communication from Kim might stem from the country's poor infrastructure. North Korea has "a lot of nuclear weapons, but not a lot of telephone service," he said. In reality, though, U.S. officials do have some communications channels to try to reach North Korea, but Pyongyang hasn't been interested in answering.
North Korea has become one of the most enthusiastic supporters of Russia's war in Ukraine, sending more than 12,000 of his troops to fight in another country's war for the first time. In return, Kim may be receiving money, food and advanced weapons technology that he hasn't been able to get because of international sanctions on his economy and nuclear program, according to U.S., South Korean and Ukrainian officials.
Underscoring this pivot, North Korea sent its foreign minister, Choe Son Hui, to Moscow and Belarus during Trump's visit. Even as Trump was still talking of extending his trip to see Kim, Choe bashed Washington's "high-handedness" and criticized the U.S. for undermining regional security.
In Moscow, Choe met with Putin and her Russian counterpart, Sergei Lavrov. Choe said she would pass on "warm greetings" from Putin to Kim, and Putin told her "everything is proceeding according to plan" in their bilateral relationship, according to Russian state media.
Less clear is whether North Korea's continuing standoffishness will change Trump's stance toward Kim.
On Wednesday, shortly before his meeting with Xi, Trump directed the Pentagon to test nuclear weapons for first time since 1992, saying he wanted testing to occur "on an equal basis" with Russia and China. Only North Korea has tested nuclear weapons in recent times, but Russia, China and the U.S. are all working on developing new technologies for missile delivery systems.

Trump walks beside an F/A-18 fighter jet Tuesday before speaking to members of the military aboard the USS George Washington, an aircraft carrier docked at a U.S. naval base in Yokosuka, south of Tokyo. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


Kim has made clear that he will "never, ever" give up his nuclear-capable arsenal, even if the U.S. offered to lift international sanctions. He is ready to discuss "peaceful coexistence" as long as the U.S. gives up on its "absurd obsession with denuclearization," Kim said in a speech last month.
"We will never lay down our nukes," he said.
Trump, for his part, remained optimistic for better U.S.-North Korea relations. He called North Korea a "nuclear power" as recently as last week, suggesting a potential shift in U.S. policy away from convincing Pyongyang to give up its arsenal.
As he gave remarks Wednesday night at a dinner hosted by South Korean President Lee Jae Myung, Trump touted his friendship with Kim.
"You have a neighbor that hasn't been as nice as they could be, and I think they will be," Trump said to Lee. "I know Kim Jong Un very well, and I think things will work out very well."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/30/trump-kim-north-korea-gifts/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



White House
Senator, advocates demand explanation on asbestos risks from East Wing
Asbestos, which can pose serious health risks when exposed during demolition, was frequently used in projects at the time of the East Wing's construction.

Demolition of the East Wing of the White House continues last week. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Dan Diamond, Olivia George | 2025-10-30
A Democratic senator and public health advocates are demanding that the White House and its contractors prove their rapid demolition of the East Wing last week did not expose workers and passersby to asbestos, a construction material that has been linked to cancer and lung disease.
White House officials have said work to abate hazardous materials at the site was performed last month but have so far not provided documentation of what contractors did to mitigate risks associated with the material, which was widely used in building projects at the time of the East Wing's 1902 construction and 1942 renovation.
"Construction workers on the East Wing site, nearby office workers and tourists, and passersby could now be at heightened risk of developing lung cancer, asbestosis, or mesothelioma from the inhalation of demolition dust," Sen. Edward J. Markey (D-Massachusetts) wrote in a letter Thursday to ACECO, the contractor handling demolition of the White House annex. 
Markey also asked the company to explain its handling of demolition debris, amid questions about why some dirt from the East Wing project has been taken by dump trucks to a nearby park. The letter was shared with The Washington Post.
The White House's swift teardown of the East Wing as part of a project to build a ballroom long sought by President Donald Trump has prompted backlash and calls for greater transparency. Conservationists and lawmakers have criticized Trump for proceeding with the demolition without waiting for federal review boards to assess his project.
Democrats have opened probes into what was promised to businesses and individuals who are helping privately fund the $300 million ballroom building, and into why Trump has repeatedly changed his estimates of the project's size and cost. Polls have also shown that the demolition of the East Wing is broadly unpopular.
The White House has dismissed criticism of its project as "manufactured outrage" and argued it has been transparent since officials announced the planned ballroom in July. Officials also have said that the East Wing needed to be renovated, a ballroom has long been needed by presidents seeking to host major events, and Trump is doing a service by soliciting donors to pay for it.
Trump this month said he was told by experts that there were "zero zoning conditions" involved with his project and that he could start immediately.
"They said, 'Sir, this is the White House. You're the president of the United States. You can do anything you want,'" Trump told attendees at an Oct. 15 dinner honoring donors to his project. The demolition of the East Wing began five days later.
Donors to the project include such companies as Amazon, Comcast, Lockheed Martin and Palantir, along with such wealthy individuals as Blackstone CEO Stephen A. Schwarzman and crypto investors Tyler and Cameron Winklevoss, according to the White House. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Post.)
The White House has declined to identify all of the companies working on the East Wing demolition and ballroom project. It also has not released documentation of any inspections or other work performed at the East Wing before it was torn down.
"A very extensive abatement and remediation assessment was followed, complying with all applicable federal standards," a White House official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the construction said in a statement.
Public health advocates have deemed the White House's disclosures insufficient.
"Federal law requires comprehensive asbestos inspection, notification, and abatement before any demolition," the Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization, a nonprofit focused on preventing asbestos exposure, wrote to the White House last week. "As of this date, no publicly available information demonstrates that these statutory obligations have been fulfilled."
Linda Reinstein, the organization's president, said in a text message that the White House had not responded to the group's letter. "I learned 20 years ago when I co-founded ADAO, no response is a response," she wrote.
D.C.'s asbestos abatement process requires licensed contractors to notify the Department of Energy and Environment online at least 10 working days before work begins to receive the necessary permit. Permits are both date- and site-specific. The 10-workday window is waved for "bona fide emergencies," according to the department's website. Notices of asbestos abatement work must be posted outside all entrances and exits from the work site at least three days before work begins -- except in emergency situations.
Asbestos workers and supervisors also need a valid asbestos abatement license issued by the D.C. Department of Licensing and Consumer Protection.
It was not immediately clear whether the White House was exempt from the city's asbestos requirements. The White House is exempt from the National Historic Preservation Act, a law that requires federal agencies to undergo reviews when seeking to alter government property.
Photographs and video of the East Wing demolition site from the past week have shown clouds of dust and workers with no personal protective equipment, although hoses -- a tactic that construction teams use to suppress hazardous dust -- have frequently been running. The project also has become a frequent tourist destination, with crowds gathering outside White House fences in an effort to view the site.
Asbestos was widely used in building projects as insulation and fire retardant until it fell out of favor in the 1970s. Hazards mount with greater exposure, and construction workers who deal with asbestos are at far higher risk than people passing by a worksite. But public health experts have cautioned that no level of asbestos exposure is safe. Microscopic asbestos fibers can be released during construction and inadvertently inhaled, leading to long-lasting and serious health problems.
ACECO, a company that bills itself as "the premier demolition contractor in the D.C. area," has been responsible for the East Wing demolition work, according to photographs released last week. ACECO has not responded to questions about its involvement in the ballroom project. The company's website was largely taken down Oct. 21 and replaced with a new message: "This site is under construction."
Markey on Thursday asked ACECO to provide proof that workers surveyed the East Wing for asbestos and removed it if found, monitored the air quality at the construction site and took other steps to comply with asbestos-related requirements.
"ACECO owes Congress and the public a full accounting of its involvement in the East Wing demolition and its level of adherence to federal health and safety standards," Markey wrote.
ACECO did not respond to questions about whether workers followed asbestos safety requirements at its demolition site. A D.C. government official said that ACECO is not licensed to abate asbestos.
"Our understanding is that as of August 18, 2022, Aceco LLC is no longer engaged in asbestos abatement services," a Department of Licensing and Consumer Protection spokesperson told The Post. "The company's asbestos abatement license in the District of Columbia was voluntarily canceled by the owner on that date."
Other contractors have been involved with the White House project, such as Strittmatter, which The Post last week observed helping transport dirt from the White House grounds to East Potomac Park.
Trump officials have separately acknowledged the possibility of asbestos in the East Wing, arguing it was one of the reasons to replace the decades-old structure.
"I completely endorse what the president is doing here with the ballroom," Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said on NBC's "Meet the Press" on Sunday. "I assume that maybe parts of the East Wing could have been asbestos, could have been mold, could have not fit with the design."
This is a developing story. It will be updated.
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White House
Trump cuts tariffs on China after 'truly great' meeting with Xi
China's leader agreed to delay restrictions on rare earth minerals for a year and buy more soybeans, Trump said after a meeting designed to calm trade tensions.

Trump and Xi met for nearly two hours Thursday on the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit at the Gimhae Air Base in South Korea. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


By Cat Zakrzewski, Katrina Northrop, Natalie Allison | 2025-10-30

President Donald Trump and Chinese leader Xi Jinping shook hands Oct. 30 ahead of their high-stakes meeting at Gimhae Air Base in Busan, South Korea.


GYEONGJU, South Korea -- President Donald Trump said Thursday that he would cut tariffs on imports from China, signaling that the highly anticipated summit here with his Chinese counterpart, Xi Jinping, had lowered the temperature in the trade war between the world's two largest economies.
Trump said Chinese imports would now be subject to a 47 percent tariff, down 10 percentage points from the average rate before the meeting. In exchange, Xi agreed to resume purchasing soybeans and to delay restrictions on rare earth minerals for a year, Trump said, granting the United States a reprieve from controls that could jeopardize supply chains for cellphones, fighter jets and many other products.
"I would say on a scale from 1 to 10, with 10 being the best, I would say the meeting was a 12," Trump said on Air Force One as he departed. From the air, he thanked Xi for the "truly great" meeting in a Truth Social post.
Thursday's encounter marked the leaders' first face-to-face meeting since Trump began his second term in January and slapped higher tariffs on imports from China, prompting Beijing to respond with levies and export controls. Trump's positive tone signaled the meeting had succeeded in quelling the volatile trade war -- at least temporarily.
Xi underscored the importance of stability and described trade as a "ballast and propeller" of U.S.-China relations, according to an official Chinese readout. He also said Beijing and Washington should cooperate on issues like infectious diseases, artificial intelligence and illegal immigration.
"Both sides should focus on the bigger picture and the long-term benefits of cooperation, rather than fall into a vicious cycle of mutual retaliation," Xi said, according to the readout.
In addition to slashing tariffs, Washington will suspend for one year an investigation into China's shipbuilding sector and a rule that would have expanded the application of export controls to companies' subsidiaries, according to a spokesperson for China's Commerce Ministry.
Beijing, in turn, will defer the rare earth export controls announced in October by one year, expand cooperation on stopping the flow of fentanyl precursor chemicals into the U.S. -- which Trump has accused China of facilitating -- and boost agricultural trade.
The deal vindicates in many ways Xi's confidence going into the meeting, analysts said, and his assertive search for leverage in the trade battles, including by boycotting agricultural trade with American farmers and deploying sweeping rare earth controls that threaten the global economy.
Trump said the countries would be able to finalize the trade deal "pretty soon." However, he said that the deal will have to be renewed annually.
"Now every year, we'll renegotiate the deal, but I think the deal will go on for a long time, long beyond the year," Trump said.
The new tariff rate that Trump announced is down significantly from the peak of the trade war this year, when the administration raised the blanket rate to 145 percent.
But the rate is still far higher than average tariffs on goods before Trump's second term. U.S. importers pay the tariffs, and those costs are often passed on to the businesses and consumers who buy them. As a result, many view them as taxes on end users.
Trump and Xi met for nearly two hours on the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit at the Gimhae Air Base.
After moving to a conference table flanked by their senior aides and speaking through interpreters, Xi said he felt "warm" seeing Trump again after "many years." Since Trump returned to office in January, Xi said, they had spoken by phone three times and exchanged letters.
Xi noted Trump's recent enthusiasm for helping settle "various regional hot-spot issues" around the world -- efforts Trump has made clear he is proud of -- and said he believed the two countries could help each other succeed.
"We do not always see eye to eye with each other, and it is normal for the two leading economies of the world to have frictions now and then," Xi said. "I always believe that China's development goes hand in hand with your vision to make America great again."
Trump also said that he would visit Xi in China in April and that the Chinese leader would visit him in Washington or Palm Beach, Florida, home to his Mar-a-Lago Club. Trump "looks forward to visiting China early next year," the Chinese readout said, and has invited Xi to visit the U.S.
Trump said China agreed to buy "tremendous amounts" of soybeans after previously boycotting those produced by U.S. farmers in retaliation for the tariffs.
Even Pay, an agriculture expert at Trivium China, a research firm, said Trump's announcement is "good news for U.S. farmers," though she said Chinese purchases were unlikely to return to levels seen before the trade war in Trump's first term. That is because of Beijing's diversification of its soybean supply and Chinese buyers' desire to avoid "uncertainty from geopolitics," she said.
Speaking to Fox Business's Maria Bartiromo after the meeting, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said China agreed to buy 12 million metric tons of soybeans "this season," and at least 25 million metric tons each year over the next three years.
The leaders also made progress on fentanyl, Trump said. In the earliest weeks of his administration, Trump justified the tariffs by accusing Beijing of facilitating the global trade of the drug and the chemicals that go into making it. In exchange, Trump reduced the tariffs tied to fentanyl to 10 percent from 20 percent.
"We agreed that he is going to work very hard to stop the flow," Trump said.
But some of the top issues for the leaders remain unresolved. Trump and his administration's top trade official said they discussed semiconductor sales with Xi, but the next step will be for Beijing to negotiate directly with Nvidia, the largest manufacturer of chips in the U.S.
Chinese officials have pushed hard for a loosening in Washington's technology controls, which have hamstrung China's  AI and defense sectors and become a key area of tension between the countries.
The Trump administration had previously given Nvidia a green light to sell some of its less powerful chips in China, but the company has largely been frozen out of the market as Chinese regulators direct firms there not to buy the semiconductors.
"Nvidia will talk to China and see what's possible," said Jamieson Greer, the U.S. trade representative.
Xi and Trump did not discuss Blackwell chips, the company's new advanced semiconductors, Greer added.

Security officials run next to the car carrying Xi as he leaves Gimhae Air Base. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP/Getty Images)


Trump did not say whether he and Xi made progress on the sale of TikTok to a consortium of mostly American investors, an issue he had said would be on the agenda for Thursday's summit. China agreed "to properly resolve issues related to TikTok," according to the Commerce Ministry spokesperson.
While flying home on Air Force One, Trump said on Truth Social that China had agreed to start the process of buying energy sources from the U.S., beginning with oil and gas from Alaska. Energy Secretary Chris Wright, Interior Secretary Doug Burgum and the administration's energy team will soon meet with their Chinese counterparts to discuss a deal, Trump said.
The meeting appeared to have focused largely on trade-related topics, even after Trump wrote on social media that he directed the Pentagon to begin testing nuclear weapons again while on his way to meet with Xi. Such testing would reverse decades of U.S. nuclear policy and potentially strain relations with allies.
The Trump-Xi meeting was the final event on Trump's swing through Asia, where allies in the region sought to smooth over trade and defense tensions with the American president through gifts and elaborate welcome ceremonies. The trip -- which included stops in Malaysia, Japan and South Korea -- was intended in part to shore up alliances with China's neighbors and limit dependency on Beijing for rare earth materials.
Directly after meeting with Xi, Trump flew back to Washington where he is scheduled to participate in a trick-or-treating event at the White House on Thursday evening.
Despite the progress that Trump said he made with Xi, the relationship is likely to remain frosty because of underlying friction points across technology, defense, human rights and economic issues.
"If you look at the totality of the relationship between the U.S. and China," said Ian Bremmer, founder of Eurasia Group, a global consultancy, "it's in a significantly more challenging place, and longer term, the trajectory is more toward decoupling."
Northrop reported from Taipei, Taiwan. Rudy Lu in Taipei contributed to this report.
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Elections
How Newsom has capitalized on anger with Trump in California ballot fight
The strategy has fueled a stark fundraising advantage and polling lead that Democrats hope will help deliver a concrete rebuttal to the president's redistricting agenda.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) has made President Donald Trump the chief adversary in efforts to pass a redistricting plan in his state. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)


By Maeve Reston | 2025-10-30
LOS ANGELES -- When a pair of Democratic door knockers asked Reid Pelsue on a recent Saturday whether he was familiar with an upcoming high-stakes special election, he told them he had no idea what they were talking about.
But when they said they were pushing a ballot measure to fight what they called President Donald Trump's "power grab," by enabling Democrats to redraw the state's congressional map and add as many as five more seats to offset what Republicans were doing outside California, he was sold.
"It just hurts," Pelsue, 23, said of Trump's second term, citing the administration's immigration crackdown and voicing concern about the president's mid-decade redistricting push. Shooing his cats back inside, Pelsue went to grab his phone so the organizers could guide him to a website where he could request a ballot and find polling locations.
As California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) and his allies try to nudge their plan across the finish line in Tuesday's election, they are focusing squarely on Trump, running television commercials, digital ads and an aggressive canvassing operation that holds up the president as their chief adversary. Their bet, placed months ago before they had even launched the campaign, is that anger with Trump in a deep-blue state will motivate people to vote yes on Proposition 50 and simplify an appeal some initially worried could become muddled in the arcana of redistricting.
The strategy appears to be paying dividends as the campaign nears its conclusion, fueling a stark fundraising advantage and edge in the polls that Democrats hope will help deliver a concrete rebuttal to Trump's political agenda less than a year into his second term. Proponents of Prop 50, which include of a constellation of committees led by one Newsom is helming, outraised the opposing side by a wide margin through Oct. 18, campaign finance data show. At a critical juncture earlier this month when many voters had received their mailed ballots, two of the main committees urging Californians to vote no went dark on broadcast and satellite television, according to data from AdImpact, the latest indicator of an opposition campaign that has sputtered.

California Assembly member Sade Elhawary (D) celebrates after the Assembly approved the first of three measures to redraw the state's congressional districts on Aug. 21. (Rich Pedroncelli/AP)


The fundraising imbalance had tipped so far in favor of advocates of the ballot measure this week that Newsom sent a fundraising message Monday telling supporters they could "stop donating." "We have hit our budget goals and raised what we need in order to pass Proposition 50," the Democratic governor wrote. "Now it's about executing the plan. If we can do that, we're going to win." (On Tuesday, Newsom sent out a fundraising solicitation asking for $3 to fight GOP redistricting moves in Indiana).
The election in California, one of several states casting ballots on Nov. 4, will provide a measure of the potency of Democrats' frequently used anti-Trump message in a setting where it has not been tested: An off-year election in the country's most populous state, with no candidates on the ballot. While Newsom and his allies are sounding confident notes, observers cautioned that since the election is unlike most others in recent memory, a surprise outcome is possible.
A Public Policy Institute of California poll showed that 56 percent of likely California voters said they will vote yes on Prop 50, while 43 percent said they will vote no. A CBS News survey showed a 62 percent to 38 percent spread.
Newsom and his allies released a closing ad this week that tells viewers they can "stand up to Donald Trump." It features former president Barack Obama and other prominent Democrats, including Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York).
Trump has avoided getting directly or publicly involved in campaign activities involving the California ballot measure. But he recently sought, without evidence, to discredit the vote in a Truth Social post. Trump has also repeatedly insulted Newsom's competence as governor. Newsom has trolled the president with mocking posts on his own social media. The White House did not respond to a request for comment for this story.

President Donald Trump departs the White House on Oct. 24. (Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


Newsom, who initially tried to collaborate with Trump after he was elected, pivoted to a sharply adversarial posture after Trump sent military troops into Los Angeles this summer in the midst of immigration protests -- before making Trump his chief foil in the redistricting campaign.
"Fear and anger are very powerful forces in politics -- and it's the Democrats that are fearful and angry," said California Republican strategist Kevin Spillane.
California Democrats have pointed frequently to the outsize impact of Trump's tactics on their state -- from his administration's immigration raids, to his deployment of federal troops in Los Angeles, to the slashing of key education and research grants for California institutions. Underpinning those figures are the low approval ratings for Trump and his actions in California. The PPIC poll showed that just 26 percent of Californians approve of the way Trump is handling his job. Large majorities of Californians disapprove of the job that Immigration and Customs Enforcement is doing (71 percent) and the tariffs the U.S. has placed on imports (72 percent).
Opponents of Newsom's plan have used an array of tactics aimed at different parts of the electorate, ranging from ads suggesting it would destroy the state's independent redistricting process to events where they have argued the new maps would break up Asian American communities and dilute the power of rural constituencies. In one ad, they also featured comments from former California governor Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) arguing for keeping the independent redistricting system he helped create and stating that Prop 50 would "take us backwards." Privately, many Republicans in the state have been critical of what they viewed as a scattered unfocused message from the "no" side.

Opponents of Proposition 50 rally in Westminster, California, on Sept. 10. (Damian Dovarganes/AP)


Jessica Millan Patterson, the chair of No on 50 -- Stop Sacramento's Power Grab, one of the committees opposing Newsom's ballot measure, said in a recent interview that her group believes the vote will be close and credited Trump's team for helping with turnout efforts. She argued that their message that "the power is being taken away from the people" with Newsom's ballot measure resonates with many independent voters. The committee is backed by former House speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-California).
"We always knew this was going to be an uphill battle for us," she said. "We are making sure that we are targeting specific individuals that are persuadable in these last few days."
The Congressonal Leadership Fund, which is aligned with House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), gave money to the committee as well as the state GOP, while Charles Munger Jr. -- the Stanford physicist and Berkshire Hathaway heir who helped finance the original ballot measures creating the state's independent process -- funded a different committee opposing the measure with nearly $33 million.
But some of the money that opponents of the measure hoped would materialize has not arrived -- all while the opposition has raised money at a brisk pace. Newsom's ballot committee raised $114 million through the period ending on Oct. 18, while the McCarthy-aligned No on Prop 50 -- Stop Sacramento's Power Grab and the Munger-aligned No on Prop 50 -- Protect Voters First, raised $43.7 million over that same period.
"While we are being significantly outspent, there are still millions of votes to be submitted, and the campaign will focus on communicating to persuadable voters and turning out supporters," said Amy Thoma Tan, a spokeswoman for the Munger-aligned committee who declined to discuss the campaign's fundraising strategy.
About a fifth of the 23 million ballots sent out had been returned as of Tuesday, according to Political Data Incorporated, which supplies data to Democratic groups and campaigns, and of those ballots, more than half were from Democrats.
"Nine days before the election, ballots are coming in at a faster pace than they were in the 2024 general election," said Paul Mitchell, vice president at PDI. He said that is in part because there is only one question on the ballot.
Newsom worked with members of Congress and the California legislature to get the Democratic-leaning maps on the November ballot once it became clear that Texas lawmakers were going to approve maps creating five new GOP-leaning seats at Trump's behest. They pitched the measure as a direct response to Trump -- a temporary patch that would put the new maps in place for 2026, 2028 and 2030, before allowing the state's independent commission to resume its work drawing lines.

Newsom announces the redistricting effort on Aug. 14 in Los Angeles. (Mike Blake/Reuters)


Newsom's ballot measure offered donors and voters a chance to deliver a tangible blow to Trump's agenda. The money quickly started pouring in and the enormous war chest allowed Newsom's ballot committee to flood the airwaves and digital media with ads. "Wake up America," Newsom said in one ad, accusing Trump of trying to "rig the system" and warning that democracy would disappear district by district.
The most widely circulated ad of the yes campaign featured Obama, a onetime critic of partisan gerrymandering. He accused the GOP of trying to "steal enough seats in Congress to rig the next election" and give Trump "unchecked power for two more years." Prop 50, the former president argued, "levels the playing field."
In these final days, Democrats have urged voters not to get complacent. At the doors she has knocked on in Cheviot Hills and Long Beach, including Pelsue's, Anissa Raja has repeatedly described the ballot question to voters as an "emergency measure."
"This is for all the folks who want to get involved," said Raja, who heads the Los Angeles County Young Democrats, as she walked doors with her script. "You want to figure out how to fight back? Yeah, it's by voting."
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White House
Trump directs Pentagon to test nuclear weapons for first time since 1992
The president said he wanted testing to occur "on an equal basis" with Russia and China. The Kremlin condemned the move, and there was no indication of when tests might take place.

President Donald Trump waves as he boards Air Force One after talks with Chinese leader Xi Jinping in Busan, South Korea, on Thursday. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


By Natalie Allison, Cat Zakrzewski, Katrina Northrop, Adam Taylor | 2025-10-30
GYEONGJU, South Korea -- President Donald Trump on Thursday morning said he directed the Pentagon to begin testing nuclear weapons "on an equal basis" with Russia and China, an apparent attempt to flex the United States' military might ahead of a high-stakes trade meeting here with his Chinese counterpart, Xi Jinping.
Trump's announcement on Truth Social signaled a reversal of decades of United States nuclear policy that could have far-reaching consequences for relations with U.S. adversaries, though his post included very few details about what the tests would entail. The last nuclear weapon test in the United States was held in 1992, before President George H.W. Bush implemented a moratorium on such exercises at the conclusion of the Cold War.
Trump wrote that the process would begin immediately and was in response to other countries' testing programs.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov expressed shock at Trump's statements, noting the worldwide moratorium on nuclear testing. "President Trump mentioned that other countries are allegedly conducting nuclear weapons tests, but we were not aware that anyone was conducting tests until now," he said.
The president posted about resuming nuclear weapons testing as his helicopter, Marine One, was in the air on his way to meet Xi at Gimhae Air Base.
White House officials did not respond to requests for comment about what the United States' nuclear weapons testing would involve, and Trump told reporters after his meeting with Xi that details would be forthcoming: "It'll be announced. We have test sites," Trump said. "It'll be announced."
But Trump gave no indication that he had spoken with Xi about China's growing nuclear program during a meeting he described as "amazing," which he said resulted in a one-year trade agreement amid the months-long tariff war with China. When asked, Trump did not explain why he posted the announcement when he did.
Trump's announcement came after Russia said it had successfully tested a nuclear-powered cruise missile, the Burevestnik, and large torpedo, the Poseidon, which are nuclear-capable weapons systems. So far, however, Putin has abstained from testing a nuclear weapon or carrying out a nuclear detonation.
"If he is referring to the Burevestnik tests, then these are not nuclear tests," Peskov told reporters. "Absolutely not. All countries are developing their defense systems, but this is not a nuclear test."
"I would like to remind you of President Putin's statement, which has been repeated many times: If anyone deviates from the moratorium, Russia will act accordingly," he added.
While Trump said he would direct the "Department of War" to conduct the tests, the Energy Department is the entity responsible for nuclear testing.
The first Trump administration discussed conducting a nuclear test explosion in 2020, and a senior administration official told The Washington Post at the time that demonstrating the United States could conduct a test would be a useful negotiating tool with Beijing and Moscow.
But such an escalation could undermine Trump's recent moves to cement himself as the "peace president," as he campaigns for the Nobel Peace Prize, and to soothe tensions with the United States' main geopolitical rival.
Trump, nevertheless, suggested after his meeting with Xi that his ultimate goal was for nuclear powers to lay down their arms.
"I think de-escalation -- they would call it denuclearization -- would be a tremendous thing," Trump told reporters on Air Force One. "We are actually talking to Russia about that, and China would be added to that if we do something."

A mushroom cloud rises above Bikini Atoll during the United States' Operation Crossroads nuclear tests in July 1946. (Library of Congress)


Trump's nuclear testing announcement alarmed arms control experts, who said it was unnecessary and escalatory.
"The United States has no technical, military, or political reason to resume nuclear explosive testing," said Daryl Kimball, executive director of the Arms Control Association.
Kimball added that the National Nuclear Security Administration, the federal agency that oversees testing, was not equipped to immediately restart testing and that it "would need at least 36 months to resume contained nuclear tests underground at the former test site in Nevada." The vast majority of the agency's employees are furloughed due to the government shutdown, in contrast to past government funding lapses when these workers were deemed essential to government operations.
Trump zeroed on China's growing nuclear capabilities as independent analysts say Beijing is among the "largest and most rapid modernization campaigns" of the nine countries known to have nuclear weapons.
In his Truth Social post, Trump said that Beijing is currently a distant third in its number of nuclear weapons to Russia and the United States, but that it "will be even within 5 years."
The Defense Department estimated last year that China will surpass 1,000 warheads by 2030 -- a number still considerably behind both the U.S. and Russia, which have been estimated to have 3,700 and 4,300 respectively. Despite Pentagon data showing Russia has more, Trump on Thursday repeatedly claimed that the United States had the world's largest stockpile of nuclear weapons.
There have been more than 2,000 nuclear test explosions around the world since 1945, but most countries stopped nuclear testing in the 1990s. China's last nuclear explosion occurred in 1996, and Moscow's was in 1990, during the dying days of the Soviet Union. The rare exception was the most recent nuclear test conducted by North Korea, a pariah state, in 2017.
Many nations -- including the United States, Russia and China -- are signatories to 1996 Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, which prohibits "any nuclear weapon test explosion or any other nuclear explosion."
However, the treaty never went into effect because several key countries, including the United States, did not ratify it. There have also been allegations of significant breaches, with one senior U.S. official stating during the first Trump administration that Russia had "probably" conducted secret tests of low-yield nuclear weapons.
Trump's announcement was likely in response to Russia's recent testing of new nuclear delivery systems, including the Poseidon and a nuclear-powered cruise missile, and could prompt Beijing to accelerate nuclear research, said Tong Zhao, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and an expert on the U.S.-China nuclear relationship.
"If the United States indeed begins developing similar nuclear delivery technologies, there is a significant chance that Beijing would follow suit," he said. "Continued Russian progress and parallel U.S. development could further incentivize China to accelerate its own research programs to avoid being left behind."
It may also have influenced the tenor of the high-stakes meeting between Xi and Trump.
Chinese officials were likely "shocked" by Trump's announcement, said Lyle Morris, an expert on China's military at the Asia Society Policy Institute.
"It came out of nowhere," he added. "Xi and China doesn't like surprises before a major summit meeting ... it adds a distraction that the Chinese certainly didn't see coming."
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Guo Jiakun responded to the announcement Thursday, saying that Beijing "hopes the United States will earnestly abide by its obligations under the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty ... and take concrete actions to uphold the international nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation regime."
But according to Trump, the "very friendly meeting" went so well that Trump agreed to visit China in April -- and Xi to visit the United States later next year. Trump said it remains undetermined, however, whether that will include a visit to Washington, or to Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Florida.
Northrop reported from Taipei, Taiwan, and Taylor from Washington. Rudy Lu in Taipei and Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/29/trump-nuclear-test-plans/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Virginia Politics
This gay Republican could make history. He'd like to talk about something else.
Virginia's John Reid could become the country's first openly gay Republican elected to statewide office. Attacks from within his party have made his sexuality an issue, he says.

John Reid, the Republican nominee for lieutenant governor in Virginia, campaigns at the CPAC Latino Summit on Saturday in Sterling ahead of Tuesday's election. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


By Teo Armus | 2025-10-30
John Reid had already been making it public for decades, but standing before a diner full of retirees earlier this month, the GOP nominee for Virginia lieutenant governor said it again.
He's gay -- and not hiding it.
"I don't want anybody to walk out of this room and think, 'That guy was being deceptive,'" Reid, 54, told the crowd picking at their eggs and tater tots in Fairfax County last month. "I don't think this is the number one thing about my candidacy, but everybody likes to talk behind my back."
A former conservative talk-radio host and Capitol Hill aide, Reid says he would much rather focus on his long career in GOP politics or his hard-right stances on issues such as labor policy and trans girls on sports teams.
Yet as he barnstorms across Virginia ahead of Tuesday's election, Reid -- who would be the first openly gay Republican elected statewide here or anywhere in the country -- also has been confronting a complicated reality: His sexuality has made parts of his own party openly hostile.
He's betting that voters, though, won't care.

John Reid greets supporters during a campaign event in April in Henrico County, outside Richmond. (Parker Michels-Boyce/For The Washington Post)


His approach on the campaign trail represents "a particular dance that gay conservatives do around this question about identity," said Neil J. Young, the author of "Coming Out Republican: A History of the Gay Right."
"They don't want to play the 'identity card' because conservatives aren't supposed to do identity politics," Young said. "But they can't help doing it because it's important and noteworthy. They want to signal that it means something about the Republican Party these days."
Reid especially has had a tough time avoiding identity politics, Young said.
Reid became the GOP nominee without a primary after the only other candidate bowed out. Soon after, Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) asked Reid to drop out over allegations that he had reposted dozens of photos of nude and seminude men on a social media account. Reid denied the account was his and refused to quit the race.
It took two months for the party's two other statewide candidates to make an appearance with Reid. In Virginia, statewide candidates are not running mates -- each office is elected separately -- and GOP gubernatorial nominee Winsome Earle-Sears has expressed her opposition to same-sex marriage as a self-identified "Christian first, Republican second."

Republican gubernatorial nominee and Virginia Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears and lieutenant governor nominee John Reid attend a news conference at the Virginia Capitol in Richmond on Monday. (Mike Kropf/Richmond Times-Dispatch/AP) 


Reid has mostly charted his own course on the campaign trail, vastly out-raised by his Democratic opponent, state Sen. Ghazala F. Hashmi, but not far behind in polling.
Phil Kazmierczak, a gay Republican who quit Youngkin's LGBTQ+ Advisory Board over the governor's response to Reid, said Reid's candidacy is helping to prove that the GOP has become more tolerant.
"We have made great strides," he said, and it is now "far easier being a Republican who happens to be gay than a gay guy who happens to be a Republican."
While the party has aggressively leaned into anti-trans policies, it softened its opposition to many gay rights issues in its 2024 platform. Gay Republicans who see sexual orientation and transgender identity as separate matters have begun to occupy a more visible, if still precarious, niche in the party.
President Donald Trump appointed a handful of out-and-proud gay Republicans to high-profile posts, including Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent and acting Kennedy Center president Richard Grenell.
But Reid, who is among the first from that niche to stump before voters, also has used the social media flap -- and the grievance politics of the Trump era -- to turn his "identity card" as a gay man into a kind of sleight-of-hand, Young said.
"He's perfectly positioned for this moment, given broader developments within the Republican Party itself," Young said. "It's useful for him to say, 'They're coming after me because I'm gay,' because it's similar to how [the political establishment] came after Trump."
Tom Rich, a retired federal employee listening to Reid at the Fairfax diner, said he didn't know Reid was gay until he brought it up.
The allegations that Reid posted racy photos to the social media site Tumblr were "troubling," he said, but attacks from Democrats over the incident made Rich, 66, even more interested in supporting Reid. "It makes me kind of sympathetic to him," Rich said.

Supporters at a Reid rally in Henrico County in April. (Parker Michels-Boyce/For The Washington Post)


In the half-century since the Democratic Party officially embraced gay rights, openly LGBTQ Democrats have exploded into elected office. Today, the party's ranks include three governors, 13 members of Congress, a viable presidential candidate and hundreds more lower-level officials, including nearly two dozen in Virginia alone.
The other side of the aisle has been much slower to follow. In the same time period, just three Republicans were elected or reelected to Congress after coming out.
Just five years ago, a sitting GOP congressman from Virginia lost his seat after he officiated a wedding between two men. The following year, a heterosexual Republican primary candidate for Virginia lieutenant governor was called a "gay Democrat" by a rival campaign for supporting same-sex marriage.
That hostility appears to have started to ease -- at least a little bit -- with Trump.
Last year, Trump pushed to soften the GOP's opposition to same-sex marriage in its party platform. He appointed high-profile figures like Bessent and Grenell. And he filled out the ranks of his government with enough out-and-proud gay appointees that they have formed a loose affinity group in Washington.
Most of them are White, most of them are men and most of them reject any notion that their sexual orientation must define their politics. In other words, they are a lot like Reid.
The evolution has yet to extend to elected office.
The Victory Institute, which tracks openly LGBTQ elected officials, has tallied up 30 such Republicans nationwide -- the most prominent among them perhaps being the mayor of Menominee, Michigan, population 8,200.
The lieutenant governor job in Virginia is largely ceremonial and has just two duties: breaking ties in the state Senate and taking over the Executive Mansion if the governor dies. But it also frequently serves as a stepping-stone to higher office -- Earle-Sears, the Republican gubernatorial nominee, is the state's current lieutenant governor.
So if Reid were to be elected, he would almost instantly become the most high-profile gay Republican in the country, said Ed Williams, director of the Log Cabin Republicans.
The son of a school principal turned Republican state delegate from the Richmond suburbs, Reid grew up enmeshed in Virginia politics but always aimed himself at a career working with politicians -- rather than becoming one.
He interned for Ronald Reagan during his post-presidency in California, then got a job as a TV news reporter in Texas and came back to Virginia to anchor the news at Richmond's Channel 8 in 1994. A few years into the job, on National Coming Out Day, he took to the airwaves and said he was gay.
But Reid craved more freedom and a change and in 2004 took a job as communications director for U.S. Sen. George Allen (R-Virginia) and moved to D.C. -- just in time for a tense political debate on Capitol Hill over same-sex marriage.
Those years forced him to face the tensions between his politics and his sexual orientation, he recalled, as gay friends would head to fundraisers for liberal LGBTQ groups and one blogger threatened to publicize his sexuality -- all while he tried to advocate for gay rights inside GOP spaces.
It was part of "navigating this very awkward but real dynamic of people on both sides of the political spectrum," he said in an interview, "who find some component of what I believe to be incorrect."
Reid encountered that animosity quickly after jumping into the lieutenant governor's race.
One evangelical pastor in Lynchburg wrote in a blog post that Reid's "candidacy represents a bridge too far" because many Christian voters would avoid the polls on Election Day rather than vote for a gay man.
In a debate this month, Earle-Sears reiterated her opposition to same-sex marriage and appeared to say that firing people over their sexual orientation is "not discrimination." (Reid, who said he spoke to Earle-Sears afterward, claims she was misinterpreted due to crosstalk.)
Democrats quickly seized on that sound bite, with Hashmi's campaign putting out a statement saying she would "always fight for John Reid's right to marriage equality -- even if he won't."
Reid, who lives with his partner of eight years, Alonzo Mable, said he supports same-sex marriage but opposes a Democratic effort to codify it in the state constitution because it is written in such a way that it could force wedding-related businesses to violate their owners' religious beliefs.
He also supports protections from workplace discrimination for gay people and their right to serve openly in the military, he said, but notes that both matters have long been settled at the federal level.
Reid's platform is instead focused on a host of red meat issues. Although the lieutenant governor has no real role in policymaking, Reid has emphasized his desire to preserve "right-to-work" laws, eliminate the state's car tax and fight Democratic efforts to raise the hourly minimum wage to $20.
He has also said being gay makes him especially well-suited to speak out against the "extreme trans agenda."
During his speech at the Fairfax diner -- which, coincidentally, was on National Coming Out Day -- he repeatedly brought up a registered sex offender who had been accused of flashing people at nearby school and rec-center changing facilities as a reason to restrict which bathrooms can be used by transgender people.
Virginia Republican National Committeewoman Patti Lyman, who got up and spoke in support of Reid, said in an interview that while she does not agree with his stance on same-sex marriage, she is otherwise aligned with the man she dubbed "the most conservative candidate on the ticket in many years."
"We can't be electing someone based on that issue when they're not going to have any influence on that issue," she said.
As Reid went on to explain to the room why his sexual orientation was a nonissue -- "I'm running for lieutenant governor, not associate pastor" -- someone from the crowd cut in.
"Is that why Youngkin tried to get you out of the race?" the man asked.
"We'll talk about it," Reid answered, though they never really did.
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Politics
A decade of dramatic GOP change since Paul Ryan became speaker
Ten years after Ryan's ascension, there's little of the former speaker's traditional conservatism remaining in today's House Republican caucus.

House Speaker Paul Ryan works with staff in 2017 in his office on Capitol Hill. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


By Paul Kane | 2025-10-30
The fall of 2015 was a very different time.
Mike Johnson was a first-year legislator in the Louisiana House of Representatives. JD Vance was still putting the finishing touches on a book that would slowly start his political career. Donald Trump was struggling to convince smart political analysts that he could win the GOP presidential nomination.
And the Republican Party was coronating a young lawmaker as the leader of a new generation of Republicans who would embrace the conservatism of Ronald Reagan and both Bushes.
That lawmaker was Rep. Paul D. Ryan (R-Wisconsin), who became House speaker at the age of 45 on Oct. 29, 2015, 10 years ago Wednesday.
Like the previous conservatives he modeled himself after, Ryan was focused on cutting taxes for the wealthy and a strong national defense, along with free trade. But his mentors also instilled in Ryan the Reaganesque belief that the government must ensure America is a "shining city upon a hill" -- a strong, prosperous, welcoming place.
"If you ever pray, pray for each other -- Republicans for Democrats, Democrats for Republicans. And I don't mean pray for a conversion. Pray for a deeper understanding," Ryan said during his valedictory speaker speech.
Looking back, 10 years after that speech, it's clear that Ryan's ascension wasn't about passing Reagan's torch to the next generation. It was a last-gasp victory for the GOP establishment.

President Donald Trump speaks with House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-California), left, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky) and Ryan during a meeting with House and Senate leadership in 2017 at the White House. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Trump has won the presidency twice since 2015 with a pugilistic style that offers no olive branches to the other side and that uses the powers of the federal government to punish enemies and reward loyalists. Most traditional conservatives have retired, died or lost their bids for reelection (sometimes in a GOP primary).
The legislative turnover has been remarkable: Roughly 60 percent of the current House Republican Conference never served with Ryan, who retired in January 2019.
Those few House Republicans who served under Ryan and remain in Congress have mostly sworn off their allegiances to that previous era.
Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-New York) was a freshman lawmaker in spring 2016 when she warmly introduced Ryan as a "happy warrior" before he delivered a speech that rebuked the tone of Trump's presidential campaign, without ever saying Trump's name.
By 2020, Stefanik had reinvented herself as a Trump loyalist who would go on to serve in party leadership, then briefly be nominated to serve as the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations during Trump's second term. She is now talked about as a potential New York gubernatorial candidate, who could run as a younger, female stand-in for the reality-show-host-turned president.

Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-New York), left, in February at the White House. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Others have similarly drifted away from their establishment roots, with some citing that shift as the natural outcome of the increased polarization among voters.
"I think I've tried to represent the people of Kansas. And as the state kind of moved in one direction, I think I was there moving with them," Sen. Roger Marshall (R-Kansas) said Wednesday.
Marshall won his first House race in 2016 with the backing of donors and operatives close to Ryan, ousting a Republican incumbent who feuded with GOP leadership for years. Marshall won a tough Senate primary in 2020 with financial backing from allies of then-Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky).
Upon arriving in the Senate in early 2021, Marshall opposed McConnell's leadership and joined the ranks of MAGA senators. "I became more of an America First person," he said.
GOP lawmakers' rightward shift may echo a change among their constituents.
Kansas, for instance, is no more Republican today than it was 25 years ago. George W. Bush won the state by 21 percentage points and 25 points in 2000 and 2004, bigger victories than the 15- and 16-point margins Trump won Kansas by in 2020 and 2024. Democrats have won four of the last six governors elections there. Kansas Republican voters, though seemingly fewer in number than 20 years ago, may be more deeply red than they once were in terms of the nominees they prefer.
Johnson now sits in Ryan's chair. He became speaker two years ago in similar circumstances to Ryan's: in the middle of House GOP tumult, after the ouster of the previous speaker and as other alternatives faltered. However, Johnson's approach to his role has differed radically from Ryan's -- especially when it comes to Trump.

House Speaker Mike Johnson, shown on Oct. 23 at the Capitol. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Ryan never fully broke with Trump, helping steer the 2017 tax cuts into law, frustrating liberals who knew that he deeply disliked many of Trump's policy ideas and that he never took to the president's approach to attacking immigrants. But Ryan never fully embraced Trump either, and wasn't above criticizing him, like when the then-speaker decried Trump's actions toward a judge of Mexican descent as a "textbook case of racism."
Johnson, on the other hand, cheers on most of Trump's actions. He recently applauded the president's social media post of an AI-generated video showing him as "King Trump" flying a plane dropping feces over American cities.
"You can argue he's probably the most effective person who's ever used social media," Johnson, who came to Congress in 2017, told reporters last week.
Sen. John Curtis (Utah), whose first year in Congress was Ryan's last in power, is the rare Republican who still longs for the former speaker's approach.
"It was an amazing honor to serve with Speaker Ryan. I really enjoyed his style and enjoyed his politics," Curtis said Wednesday, adding he "was sorry to see him depart" at the end of 2018. "I was very comfortable in that era of the party, with him."
At times, it can seem that Ryan's spirit lives on in the Senate. McConnell, who moved out of the leader's office and is now overseeing Pentagon funding, has maintained traditional conservative principles on matters like foreign policy. Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) won office on the coattails of Bush in 2004.
But Thune fell in line and supported every Cabinet nominee that Trump formally sent to the Senate. Curtis has tried to replicate some of the bipartisan tendencies of his Senate predecessor, Mitt Romney. While he is not an automatic yes vote for Trump, Curtis has yet to cast the type of politically courageous votes that Romney did during impeachment trials against Trump.
But perhaps nothing demonstrates the Senate's genuflecting before Trump than trade deals.
Ten years ago, 48 Republicans joined fewer than 15 Democrats in passing legislation meant to make it easy for President Barack Obama to negotiate free trade deals. That Senate is gone: Almost half of those GOP senators no longer serve in office. Now, Republicans in the Senate have largely abandoned free trade principles. On Wednesday, just four Republicans joined Democrats in voting to oppose a portion of Trump's tariff agenda, something that Reagan -- and Ryan -- likely would have vigorously opposed.
Although Ryan has shrunk from the spotlight in the past seven years, he has made it clear he is no fan of Trump's tariffs, including during a speech he gave to a Wyoming gathering of corporate titans and former public officials in August.
"We have uniquely badly timed economic policies from Donald Trump, which is protectionism and profligacy of spending," he told the crowd.
Ryan went on to float several wonky ideas as alternatives to the tariff wars, returning to his roots as chair of the House Budget and Ways and Means committees. And he gave a doom-and-gloom presentation about mounting federal debt -- before offering a classic Washington establishment idea to create a bipartisan commission to tackle the issue.
"There are Democrats and Republicans in the House and the Senate who are getting serious about this idea," he said. Ryan's old stomping ground, the Budget Committee, tried to push such a commission two years ago -- but it went nowhere.
Seven years after Ryan's speakership, the government is on the verge of breaking its record for the longest shutdown, and Ryan's 2015 ideals seem even more impossible to imagine.
"If you have ideas, let's hear them. I believe a greater clarity between us can lead to a greater charity among us," he said during his inaugural speaker speech. "And there is every reason to have hope."
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White House
Most Americans oppose East Wing demolition for Trump ballroom, poll finds
Fifty-six percent say they oppose President Donald Trump's decision to tear down part of the White House to build a 90,000-square-foot ballroom building.

President Donald Trump shows what the White House ballroom is expected to look like. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Dan Diamond, Andrew Tran, Jonathan Edwards | 2025-10-30
Americans oppose President Donald Trump's demolition of the White House's East Wing to make way for a 90,000-square-foot ballroom building by a 2-to-1 margin, according to a Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll released Thursday.
Twenty-eight percent of Americans say they support the demolition project, paid for by $300 million in private donations from U.S. businesses and individuals, compared with 56 percent who oppose it, the poll finds. Another 16 percent are not sure whether they support or oppose the project.
The findings echo other recent surveys, including an Economist-YouGov poll conducted from Oct. 24 to Oct. 27 that found 25 percent of Americans supported the project and 61 percent were opposed.
The Post-ABC-Ipsos poll also finds partisan splits in how Americans perceive the project, with nearly 9 in 10 Democrats and roughly 6 in 10 independents opposing it, compared with about 2 in 10 Republicans. However, Democrats feel more intensely about the issue than Republicans. Some 78 percent of Democrats and 49 percent of independents strongly oppose the project, compared with 35 percent of Republicans who strongly support it.
Trump has claimed the project is broadly popular.
"People are loving it," the president said in remarks in Tokyo on Tuesday, citing an editorial in The Washington Post and an op-ed in the New York Times that supported his project. (The Washington Post's editorial page is independent from the newsroom.)
The construction project, which the White House announced in July, drew widespread attention last week after demolition began. Preservationists have blasted the administration for tearing down a historic structure with little oversight, and watchdog groups have questioned Trump's use of private donors to fund a pet project.
"There are huge transparency and conflict-of-interest concerns here," said Dylan Hedtler-Gaudette, acting vice president of policy and government affairs at the nonpartisan Project of Government Oversight.
Lawmakers and some conservative commentators have also criticized Trump for demolishing part of the White House without waiting for federal review boards to weigh in.
The administration has defended the project, with press secretary Karoline Leavitt and other officials saying that a larger event space is a long-needed addition to the White House that Trump has found a way to build without tax dollars.
Trump is in the process of installing allies on federal boards expected to review and potentially approve his ballroom plans. The project's projected cost and scope have grown over time. The White House originally said the addition would hold about 650 people and cost $200 million -- estimates that have grown to roughly 1,000 people and $300 million. Trump says he has raised roughly $350 million.
Donors to the project include companies such as Apple, Amazon, Google and Palantir, and wealthy individuals such as Blackstone CEO Stephen A. Schwarzman and crypto investors Tyler and Cameron Winklevoss, according to the White House. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Post)
White House construction projects can be controversial in the moment, but they generally become accepted over time, said Tevi Troy, a presidential historian. He cited examples such as President Harry S. Truman's renovation of the White House in the late 1940s, which provoked criticism from conservationists and sparked a showdown with federal arts commissioners.
"The American people don't like change, and when they see these changes, they are often uncomfortable with them," said Troy, who worked in the White House during the George W. Bush administration.
Troy added that the abrupt nature of Trump's project may be fueling some criticism. Unlike Trump, Truman worked with Congress to appropriate funds for White House construction and create a bipartisan commission to oversee it. The Truman-era renovations were also accompanied by engineers' warnings that the White House was structurally weak and in danger of collapse.
"Presidents don't usually rush into doing these types of construction projects," Troy said.
The controversy has energized Democrats, who have opened probes into the ballroom's donors and begun fundraising off the project -- in some cases, misrepresenting Leavitt's recent comment that the ballroom was Trump's "top priority." Leavitt was responding to a question about Trump's planned renovation projects.
"Let's be clear: Trump's not just wasting money, he's sending a message: No health care for you. A ballroom for him," read a message sent Monday by the campaign of Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York), comparing Trump's focus on the ballroom to the ongoing government shutdown.
Some Democrats said they have been surprised by the reaction to Trump's demolition of the East Wing and construction of his ballroom, contrasting it with the administration's efforts to cut Medicaid payments, impose tariffs that have raised prices on common consumer goods and other moves that they said were arguably more important to average voters.
"It broke through in a way I hadn't anticipated," said Jon Favreau, a co-host of "Pod Save America," a popular left-leaning podcast. Favreau added that there were more salient issues than White House construction: "I guess that doesn't matter as much if it grabs people's attention and becomes a data point in a larger argument about Trump acting like a corrupt third-world dictator."
The Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll was conducted online Oct. 24 through Oct. 28 among 2,725 U.S. adults. The sample was drawn through the Ipsos KnowledgePanel, an ongoing panel of U.S. households recruited by mail using random sampling methods. Overall results have a margin of error of plus or minus 1.9 percentage points.
Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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Politics
Food banks brace as people face federal aid stoppage: 'We cannot meet the gap'
Already strained by federal funding cuts earlier in the year and a surge in demand from furloughed federal workers, food banks face a fresh wave of need as SNAP benefits end Saturday.

St. Mary's Food Bank of Arizona volunteers get help from a food bank employee as they deliver food to a car at a Phoenix distribution site on Tuesday. (Ross D. Franklin/AP)


By Mariana Alfaro | 2025-10-30
Kassandra Pearson knew there was one thing she needed to do before her food-assistance payments stopped next month: She made a trip to her nearby food pantry to load up on nonperishable items.
"I'm just trying to stock up with especially dry goods -- rice and beans and things of that nature -- to eat," Pearson said Friday, adding that "the last few months I've been going, I've been getting extra canned goods."
Similar scenes may play out soon in food pantries across the nation if funding for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), formerly known as food stamps, lapses Saturday as a result of the government shutdown. State agencies are warning that millions may lose their SNAP benefits.
If Americans don't receive their SNAP benefits, many are likely to turn to food pantries for help. It's a surge that puts additional strain on organizations already struggling after federal funding cuts earlier this year, as well as increased need from furloughed federal workers and high food prices.
About 42 million Americans relied on SNAP benefits to afford groceries in fiscal 2024, per the Department of Agriculture. And food advocates say many who receive SNAP benefits also visit food banks to supplement their meals. According to Feeding America, a national network of more than 200 food banks, more than 50 million Americans visited food banks and pantries in 2023. While food banks are traditionally financed through a combination of private donations, fundraising and federal dollars, this year, the Trump administration halted the Emergency Food Assistance Program and the Local Food Purchase Assistance program, which together provided food banks with about $1 billion annually, forcing them to lean more heavily on donations to keep up with demand.
When Pearson, a mother of a second-grader and a college freshman, stopped by the West Houston Area Ministries pantry on Oct. 21, she said, visitors peppered staff with questions about whether the change in SNAP benefits would bring restrictions on what they can collect from the pantry. She said visitors also shared information about other assistance options.
"A lot of the clients that were in line were exchanging information like, 'Hey, this is another food bank on this side of town,' different places to go," Pearson said. "So people are starting to try to find multiple resources where they can go find help."
In cities with large populations of federal workers -- such as Washington, Atlanta, Houston and Boston -- food banks also are racing to stock their pantries with extra supplies to support thousands of furloughed government employees who aren't getting paid. Food banks in all four cities, as well as others, have expanded their distribution hours and opened additional temporary pantries to handle the demand.
Radha Muthiah, CEO of the Capital Area Food Bank in the D.C. region, said there is growing anxiety among local residents on how to make ends meet amid federal layoffs, the shutdown and rising prices. Muthiah said that during the second week of the shutdown, the CAFB increased food distributions by about 10 to 15 percent. It opened new centers last week.
Long lines have formed outside food pantries in D.C. as the shutdown nears the one-month mark. On the first day of operations at one of the CAFB's new distribution centers, Muthiah said, people began lining up at 8 a.m. -- even though the doors didn't open until noon.
"People tell us they can't negotiate their rent or mortgage. They can't negotiate a car payment. They have to pay their credit card bills," she said. "So the line item that they feel they have the greatest flexibility around is food."
In Massachusetts -- home to about 26,000 federal workers -- the Greater Boston Food Bank received a record $50 million in donations this year, but Catherine D'Amato, the organization's CEO, said that isn't enough to meet demand.
"Government shutdowns only exacerbate the problem of hunger," she said.
Food pantries are not designed to substitute larger programs meant to fight food insecurity, such as SNAP. As several food bank leaders noted in conversations with The Washington Post, one food bank meal is equal to approximately nine meals provided by SNAP.
After USDA halted the two food bank funding programs, the nonprofit Houston Food Bank lost $25 million worth of food, CEO Brian Greene said, equivalent to 500 tractor-trailers of food. Greene said the organization adjusted to the cuts and is now focused on responding to the shutdown impact -- the worst of which, he said, is yet to come. The food bank has set up extra distribution centers for federal workers and plans to open more if SNAP benefits are withheld in November.
"We do the best with what we have," Greene said. But the reality, he said, is that "we cannot meet the gap that will be created."
Caller data reviewed by researchers at the School of Public Health at Washington University in St. Louis found a spike in late October of calls to 211, a national hotline that connects Americans to social services, requesting support from food pantries.
One of the food pantries the Houston Food Bank partners with is the West Houston Area Ministries pantry, which Pearson visits. While those who run the food banks say anxiety is rising about their ability to meet the growing demand in the coming weeks, Pearson said her experience at the pantry has not changed much. Shelves, she said, were well-stocked, and the food quality was as good as always. Still, she said, "people are trying to prepare."
"Usually, I go in there and if I have beans and things at home, I'm like, 'Oh, I don't need that, I won't take it,'" she said. "But this week, I took everything."
Pearson said she has learned not to take her pantry for granted, noting that even before the shutdown, high food prices meant federal benefits were not enough to feed her family.
"It doesn't last," she said. "Being able to go to the food pantry helps us make it [through] the end of the month."
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Asia
U.S. will allow South Korea to build nuclear-powered submarine, Trump says
Trump's announcement was short on detail but came a day after he finalized a trade deal with South Korea that includes a pledge of $350 billion in investment.

The USS Vermont, the U.S. Navy's nuclear-powered attack submarine, enters a naval base in the southeastern port city of Busan, South Korea, last year. (Yonhap/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


By Michelle Lee, Natalie Allison | 2025-10-30
GYEONGJU, South Korea -- President Donald Trump said he has authorized South Korea to build a nuclear-powered submarine, allowing the country access to military technology possessed by few other nations.
The announcement -- made on social media Thursday morning in South Korea, where Trump is attending the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation meeting -- came after a day in which he secured a trade deal with the host country -- and received a replica gold crown as a gift.
"Our Military Alliance is stronger than ever before and, based on that, I have given them approval to build a Nuclear Powered Submarine, rather than the old fashioned, and far less nimble, diesel powered Submarines that they have now," Trump wrote on his Truth Social website.
At their bilateral meeting Wednesday, Trump and South Korean President Lee Jae Myung finalized the details of a trade agreement to lower U.S. auto tariffs to 15 percent in exchange for $350 billion in South Korean investment in the United States.
But Lee also asked Trump to allow South Korea to acquire fuel for nuclear-powered submarines, telling his counterpart that South Korea's diesel-powered underwater vessels have limited capability to track other nations' submarines. He said that acquiring nuclear-powered subs would lessen the defense burden on the U.S.
South Korea's request to its security ally reflects growing security concerns around the Korean Peninsula, with North Korea's growing nuclear-capable arsenal and China's increasingly aggressive military posture.
Under a nuclear agreement between the two countries, South Korea needs U.S. permission to reprocess nuclear fuel. Both countries are now expected to revisit the terms of that agreement as they hash out technical and legal details.
Nuclear-powered submarines run on small nuclear reactors, which allow them to stay underwater longer than traditional diesel-powered ones, making them harder to detect.
During the Wednesday meeting with Trump, Lee asked permission for South Korea to build nuclear-powered submarines on the grounds that they would be able to better gather intelligence and conduct surveillance and reconnaissance.
Announcing he had granted Lee's request, Trump said South Korea would build the submarine in the Philadelphia shipyard that was acquired by the South Korean company Hanwha Group late last year. China put sanctions on Hanwha's U.S. subsidiaries earlier this month as part of Beijing's ongoing trade war with the United States.
Lee also requested that South Korea have the ability to reprocess spent nuclear fuel and enrich uranium to pursue the construction of such submarines. With the fuel supply, South Korea  could build conventionally armed nuclear-powered submarines for defensive purposes, Lee said.
Still, such a move would require the U.S. support to share nuclear propulsion technology, experts say.
But those details have yet to be worked out, South Korean officials say.
South Korea's national security adviser, Wi Sung-lac, said in a briefing that if the U.S. approves South Korea's request, it would require revisions to the existing nuclear agreement, which focuses on civilian uses of nuclear energy, rather than military purposes.
The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment on how South Korea is obtaining the technology needed to construct the nuclear-powered submarine.
The U.S. has long opposed the expansion of nuclear enrichment and reprocessing capabilities, even for civilian purposes. It has also been concerned that allowing South Korea to expand its use of nuclear power could complicate efforts to convince North Korea to give up its nuclear weapons program, according to congressional research -- because Pyongyang would likely argue this was a step toward the South developing its own nuclear program.
North Korea is, however, already pursuing its own nuclear-powered submarine. In March, Pyongyang revealed images of the hull of what it claimed was its first such submarine, one of leader Kim Jong Un's military priorities.
North Korea is likely to be years away from being operational, but experts have raised concerns that Russia, one of only six countries to have such technology, would be willing to help North Korea in return for its support for the Russian war in Ukraine.
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Maryland Politics
Maryland's Democratic Senate president blocks anti-Trump redistricting fight
Gov. Wes Moore and House Speaker Adrienne A. Jones, two of Maryland's top Democrats, want a special session to redistrict. Senate President Bill Ferguson said no.

Maryland Senate President Bill Ferguson (D) opens a General Assembly session in Annapolis on April 8. (Michael Robinson Chavez/For The Washington Post)


By Erin Cox, Katie Shepherd | 2025-10-29
Two of Maryland's top Democrats have been eager to jump into the redistricting arms race unfolding across the country and draw boundaries that could oust the state's lone congressional Republican from office -- but the third Democrat needed to run that special session, the president of the Maryland Senate, has refused.
Maryland Senate President Bill Ferguson (D-Baltimore City) said his chamber will not move forward with redrawing the boundaries in a special session, despite what he called the "all-out attack on the Democratic Party and the core of democracy" that President Donald Trump's redistricting push has caused.
Ferguson's decision to rule out mid-cycle redistricting drew praise from Republicans and redoubled resolve from national and Maryland Democrats -- including Gov. Wes Moore (D) -- who hope to change his mind.
Democrats hold the governor's mansion and supermajorities in both chambers of the General Assembly, making the deep-blue state a target of national Democratic efforts to shore up the party's power in the 2026 midterms -- and counteract the red states that have acceded to Trump's effort to draw new districts favoring a GOP majority.
Moore has called those GOP-led efforts in Texas and Missouri -- which could oust longtime Black congressional leaders -- "nothing more than political redlining" and said he supports redrawing Maryland's map. House Speaker Adrienne A. Jones (D-Baltimore County) has said Moore "has a ready and an eager and a willing partner in me."
Despite intense pressure to help Democrats redraw the boundaries, Ferguson says he spoke with his caucus, and the Maryland Senate won't help.
"If one seat is the difference between whether or not we are standing up to Donald Trump, then we've lost from the beginning," Ferguson said in an interview late Tuesday. "People are scared and angry, and upset, and feel like the world is not working for them. Our job as Democrats is to deliver for them. ... If we show them a path to prosperity, we win."
Ferguson has been subject to a pressure campaign from national party leaders for weeks. The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee released a poll last week aimed at convincing reluctant Maryland Democrats that the state's voters would support fighting Republican gerrymandering with a Democratic countermeasure.
On Wednesday, U.S. House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) responded to Ferguson's refusal by suggesting a near-term redistricting move is in the future anyway. And Moore said he remains unmoved.
"We're not going to allow the Trump administration to rig the rules so they can try to win an election," Moore told reporters. He said he believes that "Maryland needs to stand up. That Maryland needs to have a voice, and Maryland needs to have a backbone. ... And Maryland understands the assignment is ensuring that we can have fair maps that people can vote on next November."
Jeffries said that, based on his conversations with Moore, General Assembly leaders and the state's congressional delegation, he expects Maryland "will respond aggressively and appropriately in short order."
Maryland's only Republican in Congress is both prominent and a Trump ally -- Rep. Andy Harris, the House Freedom Caucus chairman, who represents the state's Eastern Shore.
Republicans celebrated Ferguson's decision.
"It seems that at least some of Maryland's Democrats have finally realized the inevitable -- the state's current congressional map is already gerrymandered to their advantage, and any mid-decade redistricting would only expose that fact further, and open the potential for a court-imposed nonpartisan map that could result in two or even three Republicans being elected," Harris said in a statement.
In a Tuesday letter to state Senate Democrats labeled "confidential and privileged," Ferguson acknowledged that many in the party have been "feeling the weight of the need to fight back." But he said he believes mid-cycle redistricting is the wrong call.
"I understand that pressure, as I am experiencing it alongside you," Ferguson wrote. "That is why I write to provide a little more clarity about our decision not to participate in mid-cycle redistricting. In short, the risk of redrawing the congressional map in Maryland is too high, making the unlikely possibility that we gain a seat not worth pursuing."
Jones, the House speaker, also was not moved by his arguments. "As I've stated before, my door remains open to my colleagues in the Senate and to the Governor to jointly pursue efforts to protect our democracy," she said in a statement.
Ferguson's letter describes a conversation that took place in the Senate's Democratic caucus a week ago and presents the argument as a reflection of the caucus's view. But no vote was held to support Ferguson's position, according to a person familiar with the situation, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the private conversation.
In the letter, Ferguson outlined five arguments against redrawing Maryland's maps, casting doubt that a new map could be implemented before the 2026 midterms. He compared mid-cycle partisan map-drawing to racial gerrymandering, the practice of diluting the Black vote by spreading voters across districts.
"It is hypocritical to say that it is abhorrent to tactically shift voters based on race, but not to do so based on party affiliation," he wrote.
Ferguson also argued that the state's existing map could be thrown out if it ends up in court. Democrats have dominated state politics for decades, and the state has a long history of aggressive gerrymandering. Those maps have faced subsequent court challenges from Republicans who argue they have been disenfranchised. Republicans represent about a third of the state's electorate, but only 12.5 percent of the state's House members are Republican.
Ferguson also said he's been discussing redistricting with his counterparts in other states and that some Republican-led states, which he did not identify, have not moved forward because Maryland has not.
"In short -- if Maryland redistricts, Republican-led states that were not planning to do so, will. That means that Maryland's potential gain of one seat is immediately eliminated, and, in fact, worsens the national outlook," he wrote, noting those states have the potential to create more Republican seats that the lone Democratic one Maryland could create.
Some Maryland Democrats were sympathetic to sorting through legal concerns raised by Ferguson, but they didn't find that a compelling enough argument to let Republicans in other states rig maps in their favor without responding.
"The Republicans have a three-vote margin in the House of Representatives, and they have used that tiny edge to surrender a vast amount of legislative power to the Trump administration," Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland) said in an interview.
"We are now in the fight of our lives to try to protect health care and nutritional benefits for millions of people and to defend the work and the livelihoods of hundreds of thousands of federal workers," Raskin said. "I don't think there's anything remotely ethical about a position of unilaterally disarming before authoritarian forces. We have an ethical and political obligation to do whatever we can to create the conditions for a fair fight in the 2026 election."
Other Maryland Democrats still need to be convinced that ousting one Maryland Republican is worth it.
"I'm so freaking angry about what's happening at the federal level. I wish we could be a player. But I'm not sure the juice is worth the squeeze here," Sen. Antonio Hayes (D-Baltimore City) said.
While the Senate president's participation is necessary to execute a special session on redistricting, his refusal does not prevent the chamber from taking up the matter when the General Assembly convenes in January -- as pushed for by some lawmakers. Redistricting legislation also could be introduced at a special session called for another purpose, such as responding to the impact of the federal shutdown.
In August, Sen. Clarence Lam (D-Howard) drafted a bill that would amend Maryland's electoral map to match one suggested in 2021 that probably would have resulted in an all-Democratic congressional delegation in Maryland. Del. David Moon (D-Montgomery) drafted similar legislation for the House.
Trump sparked the redistricting frenzy in July when he urged Republicans in Texas and Missouri to break with tradition and redraw their electoral maps before the next midterm elections to reap more seats for the GOP. National Democrats, including California Gov. Gavin Newsom and New York state lawmakers, swiftly responded by vowing to redistrict and make their states even more blue to offset the Republican efforts. California voters will consider a referendum on the matter next week.
So far Texas, California, Missouri, North Carolina and Utah already have drawn new maps for the midterms. Other states are considering following suit, including Indiana, Colorado and Illinois.
Virginia Democrats launched a special session this week to create a process to allow state lawmakers to redistrict the state's congressional delegation, which is currently split between six Democrats and five Republicans.
Maryland Democrats working on a proposed redistricting plan have not settled on how they would redraw the boundaries. A new map proposed by Lam, for example, would aim to make Harris's district more competitive, potentially netting just one additional seat for Democrats in 2026. Proponents argue that change could have a major effect on national politics because it would unseat an influential Republican with strong ties to Trump.
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Politics
Democratic House candidate indicted over ICE protests in Chicago area
Kat Abughazaleh, who is running for Illinois's 9th Congressional District seat, is among six people indicted by a federal grand jury stemming from a clash with a federal agent at an immigration protest last month.

Federal agents stand outside an Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility in Broadview, Illinois, late last month. Six people were charged over a clash outside the facility, according to documents unsealed Wednesday. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


By Brianna Tucker | 2025-10-29
Illinois Democratic congressional candidate Kat Abughazaleh was among the six people indicted by a federal grand jury last week for allegedly conspiring to injure and impede a federal agent during a protest last month outside a Chicago-area Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility.
Prosecutors allege in documents unsealed Wednesday that Abughazaleh and five others "physically hindered and impeded" a federal agent and a vehicle from returning to an ICE facility in Broadview, Illinois, on Sept. 26, forcing the vehicle "to drive at an extremely slow rate of speed to avoid injuring any of the conspirators."
The charging document also claims the group "banged aggressively" on the government vehicle, inscribed the word "PIG" on the vehicle, damaged one of its side mirrors and broke a rear windshield wiper.
"This is a political prosecution and a gross attempt to silence dissent, a right protected under the First Amendment," Abughazaleh said in a social media post on Wednesday, vowing to fight the charges. "I'm not backing down, and we're going to win."
In addition to Abughazaleh -- who is running for Illinois' 9th Congressional District seat -- charges were brought against her campaign field director, Andre Martin; Cook County Board of Commissioners candidate Catherine Sharp; Michael Rabbitt, who serves on the Cook County Democratic Committee; Brian Straw; and Joselyn Walsh.
"All federal officials must be able to discharge the duties of their office without confronting force, intimidation, or threats," Andrew Boutros, U.S. attorney for the Northern District of Illinois, said in a news release that announced the charges. "As we have warned repeatedly, we will seek to hold accountable those who cross the line from peaceful protests to unlawful actions or conspiracies that interrupt, hinder, or impede the due administration of Justice."
Timothy Zick, a professor at William & Mary Law School and an expert in protest law, said the First Amendment will be central to the case. But he notes that, while the First Amendment protects peaceable assembly and protest -- and prohibits officials from retaliating against individuals for exercising these rights or using unreasonable force against them -- it doesn't protect vandalism, assault, blocking streets or facilities, or other physical crimes.
"The question will be whether the description of the facts in the indictment, which says that individuals were impeding or blocking the vehicle and damaging it in the process, is accurate," Zick said.
Abughazaleh has long criticized the Trump administration and, throughout her campaign to succeed the retiring Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D), has been a vocal opponent of Trump's immigration crackdown in the Chicago area. In a separate protest about a week before the one in the indictment, Abughazaleh was thrown to the ground by an armed and masked federal agent outside the Broadview ICE facility.
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White House
In South Korea, Trump secures a trade deal -- and a glittering crown
The trade agreement will lower U.S. tariffs on Korean cars and parts to 15 percent in exchange for $350 billion in investment, a Korean official said.

President Donald Trump shakes hands with South Korean President Lee Jae Myung at the Gyeongju National Museum on Wednesday, where Trump received a Silla-era crown replica and medal representing South Korea's highest civil honor. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP/Getty Images)


By Michelle Lee, Cat Zakrzewski, Natalie Allison | 2025-10-29
GYEONGJU, South Korea -- South Korea presented President Donald Trump with a replica of an enormous ancient crown on Wednesday as he made his last stop of a swing through Asia, where leaders have sought to smooth over trade and defense tensions by appealing to the American president's appreciation of glittering gifts.
The two countries also worked out the details of a trade agreement to lower U.S. auto tariffs to 15 percent in exchange for $350 billion in Korean investment in the U.S. 
In an elaborately arranged ceremony at the Gyeongju National Museum, Trump stared at the golden crown as a South Korean official explained that it "symbolizes the divine connection between the authority of the heavens and the sovereignty on Earth, as well as the strong leadership and authority of a leader."

President Donald Trump received a replica of a golden crown from South Korean President Lee Jae Myung on Oct. 29.


Lee, wearing a gold tie, also presented Trump with a laurel leaf medal that hung from a golden collar, conferring upon him the Grand Order of Mugunghwa, South Korea's highest civil honor, making Trump the first U.S. president to receive the decoration. Trump responded that he would "like to wear it right now."
Seated next to Lee several hours later at a dinner held in Trump's honor, the president raved about the gifts. "Giving me the honor of that magnificent piece of art -- because it really was a piece of art that you presented to me today," he said. "To be the first president of the United States that got that was really something. Very special."
South Korea is the latest country to shower Trump with gifts, as global leaders use a combination of flattery and pageantry to cater to a president who has displayed a willingness to torpedo long-standing alliances. Trump arrived to a 21-gun salute in South Korea as the countries remain locked in complicated trade negotiations triggered by Trump's tariffs.
The two sides agreed on the investment fund under a framework deal reached in July. But they had been deadlocked on almost all of the key details on how to implement the fund.
On Wednesday, the two sides agreed on details of the trade agreement, including a cash investment of $200 billion, capped at $20 billion per year, as a part of the total $350 billion investment plan, said Kim Yong-beom, Lee's policy chief. The rest will consist of shipbuilding cooperation, he said. Auto tariffs would also be reduced to 15 percent from 25 percent. South Korea faces blanket 15 percent tariffs on exports as a part of the deal reached in July.
Trump later confirmed the agreement on Truth Social, saying he had also given South Korea "approval to build" a nuclear-powered submarine since the two countries' military alliance "is stronger than ever before." In an initial post, Trump referred to Lee as the country's prime minister, before correcting his title to president.
Earlier Wednesday, Trump arrived in South Korea to attend the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit, receiving a red-carpet welcome as a band played "YMCA," the song that typically closes out his political rallies.
"You really rolled out a red carpet. That was a very good red carpet, a beautiful red carpet," Trump said.
A South Korean official explained the significance of the gifts, saying the medal was presented "in anticipation of the peace and prosperity" that he would bring to the Korean Peninsula.
The crown is a replica of those excavated from the Silla kingdom, which ruled much of the Korean Peninsula for nearly 1,000 years until the 10th century and had Gyeongju as its capital. The crowns were believed to have been worn by royals and other high-ranking officials of Silla, which was known as the "golden kingdom" because of its use of gold and vibrant trade on the Silk Road.
The official said the crown represents a period of peace and unity, as the first dynasty to unify the three kingdoms on the peninsula.
Trump received the gilded gifts less than two weeks after crowds flooded No Kings protests in cities throughout the United States, dancing and wielding punny signs that derided the president's mass deportations and domestic National Guard deployments. The No Kings movement is rooted in protesters' accusations that Trump is governing like a monarch, almost 250 years after the United States was founded in protest of single sovereign rule.

The red carpet was rolled out for President Donald Trump upon his arrival in South Korea on Wednesday. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


Speaking at the APEC CEO Summit, Trump called South Korea "a cherished American friend" and touted efforts between the two nations to modernize the U.S. shipbuilding industry, a priority of his administration to try to close the gap with a dominant China. South Korea is the world's second-largest shipbuilder behind China.
"We're going to have a very thriving, very thriving shipbuilding industry. And we're working it with South Korea, very much so," Trump said in his speech at the event.
He also emphasized the two countries' collaboration on semiconductor production, as his administration seeks to boost domestic manufacturing of chips essential to maintaining a competitive edge over China in the artificial intelligence revolution.
In addition to the golden gifts, South Korean government officials leaned into "peace" as a central theme of Trump's visit, appealing to his efforts to cast himself as a global peacemaker.
Lee and Trump held a lunch meeting -- with peace lilies on display -- to discuss trade, South Korean investments in the U.S., cooperation on economic security matters and security issues. The lunch featured a "Peacemakers Dessert," with a gold-adorned brownie and seasonal fruits served with buckwheat tea.

Trump addresses the APEC CEO Summit on Wednesday in Gyeongju, South Korea. (Jintak Han/The Washington Post)


South Korea's government -- following in the footsteps of Japan and Malaysia, the first two stops on Trump's Asia tour -- is pulling out all the stops to impress Trump.
But beneath the pomp and glitz, other issues loom over the relationship, particularly on security issues. South Korean government officials are wary of Trump's desire for Seoul to pay more to host U.S. troops, and of the Trump administration's efforts to make security allies like South Korea take on more responsibility for defending themselves from security threats. That could put South Korea in a vulnerable position, given North Korea's advancements in its nuclear and missile program.
And while the initial shock over the immigration raid at the Hyundai-LG plant in Georgia has faded, some lawmakers and civic groups remain frustrated with the incident. A coalition of more than two dozen civic groups and political parties held anti-U. S. protests in Gyeongju, accusing Trump of exploiting the longtime security ally.

Police arrest a demonstrator outside the Gyeongju National Museum, where Trump met with South Korean President Lee Jae Myung on Wednesday. (Ezra Acayan/Getty Images)



Demonstrators in Gyeongju on Wednesday protest Trump's demands for $350 billion up front in South Korean investments. (Jintak Han/The Washington Post)


But the most closely watched event of Trump's Asia tour will be his meeting with Chinese leader Xi Jinping, scheduled for Thursday morning local time on the sidelines of the APEC Summit. It will be the first time the two have met face-to-face since Trump returned to the White House in January and sparked another global trade war, with China as its biggest target.
There has been much speculation on whether Trump will also meet with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un during his stay in South Korea. Despite Trump's overtures, it appeared unlikely such a meeting would occur before Trump is scheduled to depart Asia on Thursday.
Instead, North Korea showed off its military arsenal by firing sea-to-surface strategic cruise missiles off its west coast on Tuesday, the day before Trump's arrival in South Korea. The low-flying cruise missiles flew for more than two hours, according to North Korea's official state media outlet, the Korean Central News Agency.

Trump met with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un at the border village of Panmunjom in the demilitarized zone between the two Koreas on Nov. 5, 2019. (Susan Walsh/AP)


Trump appeared unfazed by the missile launches during a briefing with reporters aboard Air Force One, traveling to South Korea from Japan.
"Oh I don't know. He's been launching missiles for decades, right?" Trump said when asked about the tests.
Trump said he planned to return to Asia and meet with Kim in the "not-so-distant future." He added he would "like to" meet with the North Korean leader on this trip, but the schedule was tight and his focus has to be on China.
Trump this week floated the idea of relaxing sanctions on North Korea to persuade Kim to meet.
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Europe
Trump nominee at U.S. export bank withdraws amid scrutiny of Russia ties
Bryce McFerran is a senior executive at a steel-trading business co-owned by one of Russia's richest oligarchs and is married to a member of a Russian family with extensive ties to the Kremlin.

Bryce McFerran is the acting chief banking officer at the U.S. Export-Import Bank. (Export-Import Bank of the United States)


By Catherine Belton, Ben Stockton, Greg Miller | 2025-10-30
The Trump administration's nominee for a top federal position promoting international commerce has withdrawn his candidacy amid scrutiny of his role as a senior executive at a steel-trading business co-owned by one of Russia's richest oligarchs, and his relations by marriage to a Russian family with extensive ties to the Kremlin.
The decision by Bryce McFerran to withdraw his nomination as first vice president of the U.S. Export-Import Bank was disclosed Wednesday by a White House official responding to inquiries from The Washington Post about his Russian connections.
McFerran, who had been scheduled to face a Senate confirmation hearing on Thursday, spent most of the last decade as a senior executive at a Swiss subsidiary of Evraz PLC, a Russian steel group co-owned by billionaire Roman Abramovich, according to federal financial disclosures obtained by The Post and the Centre for Climate Reporting through a public records request. The British government imposed sanctions on Evraz in May 2022 for allegedly producing goods that assisted the Russian military.
McFerran's father-in-law and brother-in-law, Sergei and Alexander Shatirov, hold senior positions at a Kremlin-backed investment fund, Russian corporate and property records show. The elder Shatirov was previously a senator in the Federation Council, Russia's upper chamber of parliament, and now serves as an aide to one of Russian President Vladimir Putin's advisers.
McFerran has no known prior experience in government. He was appointed in March to an acting leadership role at the U.S. export bank -- referred to as Exim Bank -- after he made donations reported to the Federal Election Commission totaling nearly $1 million to Donald Trump's presidential campaign and co-hosted a fundraiser in Virginia Beach last year that was billed in an invitation posted on Facebook by another host as an evening reception with JD Vance, then Trump's running mate.
White House spokesman Kush Desai said Wednesday that McFerran would remain Exim Bank's chief banking officer until a permanent replacement is named "in the coming weeks." Desai said that "McFerran and his prior business interests have been fully researched, vetted, and cleared by the nonpartisan Office of Government Ethics," but did not provide a reason for McFerran's withdrawal or planned resignation.
McFerran did not respond to repeated requests for comment.
McFerran's family connections, disclosed for the first time by The Post, raised concerns about potential conflicts of interest at a government agency that acquires sensitive information about U.S. companies and controls billions of dollars in financing for U.S. exports, according to government ethics experts.
"The Export-Import Bank is critical for dealing with ... our trade policy and national security," said Richard Painter, who served as White House ethics lawyer for President George W. Bush. "It is very problematic to have someone who has financial conflicts of interests with other countries, particularly other countries where we may be imposing sanctions such as Russia or Iran."
The family connections and McFerran's association with Evraz were not mentioned in the press release that announced his appointment as Exim Bank's acting chief banking officer in March. On Wednesday, that press release appeared to have been removed from the Exim Bank website.
He also did not mention Evraz on federal financial disclosure forms, listing only his employment at its Swiss trading subsidiary, East Metals, though he was not formally required to state Evraz was the parent company.
Democrats on the Senate Banking Committee had voiced concerns about McFerran's fitness for the position.
Sen. Elizabeth Warren (Massachusetts), the ranking Democrat on the Senate Banking Committee, sent McFerran a letter Wednesday saying that his "decision to work for an Evraz subsidiary" after Russia's invasion of Ukraine and subsequent sanctions by Britain on the company "raises significant questions regarding your judgment and your commitment to U.S. national security interests," according to a copy of the letter obtained by The Post.
McFerran's withdrawal underscores the extent to which his nomination had become a rare point of contention at the export bank, an often overlooked federal agency that provides financing, credit and insurance to U.S. companies seeking to export products and foreign companies seeking to purchase American goods and services.
The bank pulled out of Russia in 2022 after Russia's invasion of Ukraine. Russia-related applications had been on hold since September 2014 following the country's illegal annexation of Crimea.
But Exim Bank has been unusually active since Trump's return to the White House, moving forward in March with the largest transaction in its 91-year history -- a $4.7 billion loan to TotalEnergies for a controversial gas drilling project in Mozambique. McFerran cited the project during a speech in June in which he said the bank was focused on supporting the administration's goal of "returning America to its place as the energy super power."
McFerran joined East Metals in 2015, according to disclosure forms, and he continued to work at the company until March 2024 -- nearly two years after Britain imposed sanctions on the Russian steel group for allegedly producing goods that assisted the Russian military.
Britain and the European Union also imposed sanctions on Abramovich individually in March 2022, forcing him to relinquish his 2.5-billion-pound stake in London's Chelsea football club. He won a reprieve from U.S. sanctions, however, because of his role as a conduit to Putin in back-channel negotiations between Russia and Ukraine.
McFerran's association with Evraz appears to have followed his marriage into a prominent Russian family.
French corporate filings show McFerran married Elena Shatirova in 2008 when her father Sergei served as a senator representing Kemerovo, the heartland of Evraz's steel and mining facilities. At the time, McFerran was working as an analyst at Morgan Stanley. A few years after the marriage, he was working at a Dubai-based trading company involved in selling Russian commodities.
In 2015, McFerran joined the board of directors for East Metals, the Swiss trading arm of Evraz, according to his federal disclosure form, and he stayed on East Metals' payroll after sales began to dry up following Russia's invasion of Ukraine. He directed its liquidation from November 2023 until it closed in March 2024, according to Swiss corporate records.
Even after the invasion, McFerran moved to join the board of two Dubai-based trading companies, according to his federal financial disclosure, which customs records show continued to trade Evraz steel.
After McFerran's shift to Dubai, he emerged as a major GOP donor. Campaign finance records show that he gave a $924,600 donation to the Trump 47 Committee in 2024. His reported income for that year was $1.7 million, according to federal financial disclosures.
In her letter, Warren questioned "the origin of funds you used to make a nearly $1 million donation," saying it was important to understand whether the money came from McFerran's work at an Evraz subsidiary that "may have profited from the sale of Russian commodities."
Russian records reviewed by The Post suggest that McFerran married into a Russian family that is both wealthy and well-connected. An apartment registered in the name of the wife of the elder Shatirov in Moscow's prestigious Arbat area is valued at $2.9 million, according to Russian public records. "The family has money," said one person familiar with the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive issues.
The younger Shatirov is the director of RC Investments, the investment arm of Roskongress, a key Kremlin entity for international economic outreach. He has frequently appeared at Russian state events alongside top Kremlin officials, including trade talks overseen by Putin between Russia and Myanmar.
Neither Alexander nor Sergei Shatirov responded to requests for comment.
Stockton works for the Centre for Climate Reporting, a nonprofit investigative journalism organization focused on climate change.
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Courts & Law
Supreme Court asks for more briefs on Trump push to send troops to Chicago
The request means the justices won't rule on the issue until at least mid-November, which would leave President Donald Trump's attempted troop deployment blocked for more than a month.

Federal agents stand outside an Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility in Broadview, Illinois, on Sept. 30. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


By Mark Berman | 2025-10-29
The U.S. Supreme Court on Wednesday asked the Trump administration and Illinois officials for additional briefs on their dispute over whether President Donald Trump can send troops to Chicago, pushing a decision on the matter into mid-November at the earliest.
The request means that Trump's proposed troop deployment, which was initially halted by a federal judge on Oct. 9, would remain blocked for more than a month.
After the Trump administration had asked the Supreme Court on Oct. 17 to allow the deployment to proceed, the court asked Illinois officials to respond within three days. The tight timeline suggested that the justices could have potentially intended to rule on the matter quickly. The new request for more information over a longer time period could signal that the justices are more split on the issue than they first appeared.
Trump has attempted or pledged to send troops into several cities -- including Chicago, Portland and D.C. -- saying the National Guard is needed to protect immigration enforcement officers and combat crime. Some local and state officials have filed lawsuits challenging his campaign as unnecessary, incendiary and unconstitutional.
U.S. District Judge April M. Perry, who was appointed by President Joe Biden, this month had stopped Trump's effort to send troops into the Chicago area, saying she found a "lack of credibility" in federal officials' declarations in the case.
A three-judge panel with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 7th Circuit kept Perry's edict in place blocking the deployment, though the court left troops under federal control.
The Trump administration asked the Supreme Court to allow the deployment to proceed, writing that federal agents in the Chicago area were encountering "prolonged, coordinated, violent resistance that threatens their lives and safety and systematically interferes with their ability to enforce federal law."
Illinois officials wrote in their response that troops were not needed, because "state and local law enforcement officers have handled isolated protest activities in Illinois, and there is no credible evidence to the contrary."
On Wednesday, more than a week after both sides submitted their initial court filings on the case, the Supreme Court released a brief order asking them to send in additional briefs exploring whether the phrase "regular forces" refers to regular forces of the U.S. military and how that affects the federal statute governing a president's ability to summon the National Guard.
The court asked for the briefs to be submitted by Nov. 17, which means any decision would come sometime after.
Trump has also tried to send troops to Portland, but that effort has run aground in the courts as well. A federal appeals court on Tuesday said it would take another look at whether Trump could send the National Guard into that city, vacating a ruling last week from a three-judge panel authorizing the deployment. Troops have been blocked there since Oct. 4. The appeals court did not immediately say when it would rehear the case.
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Politics
Trump says it's 'pretty clear' he can't run for a third term
Trump, 79, has for months openly mused about serving beyond January 2029, when he is scheduled to leave office.

President Donald Trump on Friday before leaving the White House. (Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


By Amy B Wang | 2025-10-29
President Donald Trump acknowledged Wednesday that the Constitution makes him ineligible for election to a third term, seemingly closing the door on the possibility after months of stoking speculation that he might find a way to remain in the White House beyond January 2029, when his second term ends.
"I would say that if you read it, it's pretty clear, I'm not allowed to run," Trump told reporters aboard Air Force One en route to South Korea. "It's too bad. But we have a lot of great people."
Trump's acknowledgment followed comments by House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) on Tuesday that he did not see "a path" for Trump to return to the White House for a third term.
At a news conference in Washington with House Republican leadership, Johnson said he had spoken with Trump about the matter, making a reference to the 22nd Amendment of the Constitution, which states that no person can be elected president more than twice.
"It's been a great run, but I think the president knows, and he and I have talked about the constrictions of the Constitution -- as much as so many of the American people lament that," Johnson said.
Johnson also noted that it would take too long for a constitutional amendment to pass.
"I don't see a way to amend the Constitution because it takes about 10 years to do that. ... So I don't, I don't see the path for that," Johnson said.

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) speak to reporters at the U.S. Capitol in Washington on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Trump, 79, has for months openly mused about a third term, at times saying he is joking and at other times insisting that he is serious.
Stephen K. Bannon, a White House chief strategist during Trump's first term, alleged in a recent interview with the Economist that there was a "plan" to have Trump serve a third term.
"Trump is going to be president in '28, and people ought to just get accommodated with that," said Bannon, without providing details. "At the appropriate time, we'll lay out what the plan is." Bannon hosts a podcast popular with Trump's political base.
Speaking to reporters aboard Air Force One earlier this week, Trump refused to rule out running for a third term, saying that he would "love to do it."
"Am I not ruling it out? I mean, you'll have to tell me," Trump said then.
In the same conversation, Trump floated a scenario in which two of his Cabinet members -- Vice President JD Vance and Secretary of State Marco Rubio -- ran for president in 2028, potentially on the same ticket.
"We have JD, obviously -- the vice president is great," Trump said. "Marco's great. I'm not sure if anybody would run against those two. I think if they formed a group, it would be unstoppable."
Trump did rule out a scenario in which he would run for vice president, then assume the presidency again after the head of the ticket resigned, a strategy suggested by some of his supporters.
"I'd be allowed to do that," Trump claimed on Air Force One, even though such a plan would seemingly run afoul of the 12th Amendment of the Constitution, which states that "no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States."
"I wouldn't do that. I think it's too cute," Trump added. "Yeah, I would rule that out because it's too cute. I think the people wouldn't like that. It's too cute. It's not -- it wouldn't be right."

An attendee at a Diwali celebration in the Oval Office wears a signed Trump 2028 hat on Oct. 21. (Allison Robbert/Pool/EPA/Shutterstock)


Trump's official merchandise store has been selling "Trump 2028" hats, which the president has displayed at the White House. On Tuesday, Johnson suggested Trump was simply "trolling" his opponents with the caps.
"The Trump 2028 cap is one of the most popular that's ever been produced, and he has a good time with that, trolling the Democrats, whose hair is on fire about the very prospect" of a third Trump term, Johnson said.
Johnson, a constitutional lawyer who was first elected to Congress in 2016, quietly led efforts to help Trump overturn 2020 presidential election results in four battleground states, gathering 125 House Republicans to join him in signing a Supreme Court brief claiming that results were fraudulent in Pennsylvania, Georgia, Michigan and Wisconsin. That effort failed.
Johnson was also among the dozens of Republican lawmakers who voted against certifying Joe Biden's electoral college win in two states on Jan. 6, 2021, even after pro-Trump rioters had overrun the U.S. Capitol in a violent attack earlier that day. Years later, Johnson still would not acknowledge that Biden won the 2020 election.
In a "Pod Force One" podcast interview released Wednesday, Vance told New York Post columnist Miranda Devine that Trump first mentioned the possibility of a Vance/Rubio ticket in 2028 at a lunch six months ago. But Vance said he thinks it's premature for him to seriously consider a 2028 run alongside Rubio.
"I mentioned it to [Rubio] in jest, but it feels so premature because we're still so early," Vance said. " ... I'm going to work as hard as I can to make the president successful over the next three years and three months, and if we get to a point where something else is going to be offered, let's handle it then. But let's at least get through the next couple of years."
Mariana Alfaro and Maegan Vazquez contributed to this report.
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Letters to the Editor
Who is really behind London's decline?
Readers respond to Post articles and commentary.

(Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-10-30
Matthew Lynn's Oct. 29 op-ed, "London's sad decline is a warning to New Yorkers," described a London where stratospheric housing prices are finally coming down, the finance sector refused to dive into the cryptocurrency bubble and is declining in importance, and wealthy tourists have to pay the sales tax just like in most of Europe. These are supposed to be bad things? New Yorkers -- and residents of other big cities -- should be so lucky!
Russell Pittman, Takoma Park
Matthew Lynn offered readers a tidy villain for Britain's economic troubles: London's mayor. It is a convenient story, but a misleading one.
Britain's crisis did not begin with London's mayor. It began when successive governments turned London into a magnet for opaque and ethically compromised wealth. That influx helped drive up housing prices, push property taxes higher, hollow out neighborhoods and price ordinary Britons out of their own communities. When sanctions and geopolitics choked off that flow from foreign oligarchs, the brittle model it had concealed was exposed.
Then came Brexit -- sold as renewal for "the people." Instead, it raised costs, shrank international investment and weakened the nation's global standing. No mayor -- of any party or background -- could shield the public from that scale of national, self-inflicted damage.
Instead of acknowledging this record, Lynn directed outrage at a mayor who neither designed nor benefited from these policies. Accountability belongs with those who broke the system -- not the most convenient target.
William Brandon, Richmond
The Senate's decision to not pay the nation's 2.8 million federal workers during the government shutdown hurts communities nationwide, but its impact is uniquely acute in D.C. Because of how the District's justice system is structured, many jobs that elsewhere would be under the local or state government are under the federal government here. This includes the people supervising individuals on probation and pretrial release, court staff, prosecutors and public defenders. They still have to cover parking, transit, child care and all the costs associated with simply showing up to work. These public servants have done and continue to do exactly what we ask of them: protect safety and guarantee D.C. residents' constitutional right to the speedy administration of justice -- without a paycheck.
Missed pay strains family budgets and staff morale, and it undermines confidence in the institutions people rely on for accountability and fairness.
Two fixes are straightforward: First, pass pay protections so employees aren't forced to work without compensation. Second, recognize D.C.'s distinct status: the more federal control infringes on local authority, the more shutdowns will choke off what, in any other city, are basic services.
Public safety and equal justice in D.C. shouldn't depend on the politics of a shutdown.
Paulette Chapman, Washington
The writer is president of the Council for Court Excellence.
As chief operating officer of St. Andrew's Anglican Church in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, I write out of concern about suggestions in the Oct. 24 front-page article "U.S. Anglican Church leader accused of sexual misconduct" that cast suspicion on our parish's long-standing practice of assisting those in financial need.
There was nothing inappropriate about our senior pastor's distribution of financial assistance to a female member of our staff.
But it is an established practice at St. Andrew's that our clergy, staff and vestry intentionally seek to help parishioners and staff members who face financial hardship. These acts of care are expressed through several benevolence funds established for precisely that purpose. Each fund operates under well-defined policies that include multiple layers of accountability, including vestry oversight, staff documentation and regular auditing by an independent accounting firm.
To characterize this compassion as something improper misunderstands both the intent and the integrity of our community. At its heart, the ministry of St. Andrew's strives to care thoughtfully and holistically for those in our congregation and our wider community. Extending financial assistance in times of crisis is one of the most tangible ways a church can embody the gospel it proclaims. To imply that an example of such generosity is suspect or nefarious diminishes the good faith and tireless service of those who support and administer these ministries.
We remain committed to upholding both compassion and accountability in all we do, confident that our practices reflect the core values of Christian stewardship and transparency.
Beth Colley, Mount Pleasant, South Carolina
Post Opinions wants to know: How do you find meaning and purpose? Do you have suggestions for how others can do the same? Share your response with us and they might be published in the letters to the editor section: wapo.st/moral_drift
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Opinions
Trump and Xi flexed. Who won?
The leaders share an affinity for great-power-style foreign policy. That's working -- for now.    

A screen outside a shopping mall in Beijing shows news coverage of the Thursday meeting between U.S. President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping. (Adek Berry/AFP/Getty Images)


By David Ignatius | 2025-10-30
Oh, what a lovely trade war. The United States and China got to test their heavy tariff and embargo artillery without inflicting significant damage on each other. And then, at their summit meeting in South Korea on Thursday, both countries' leaders took a step back from the brink of the economic "decoupling" that many analysts have forecast for nearly a decade.
"Both sides saw what real decoupling would mean. They looked over the precipice and decided, 'I don't think so,'" explains Christopher Johnson, the CIA's former top China analyst who now runs China Strategies Group, a consulting firm. This "temporary patch-up" will give each government breathing room, he told me in an interview.
Donald Trump's critics will argue that this was a Chinese "TACO" -- "Trump always chickens out" -- as the president agreed to halt the imposition of 100 percent tariffs on Beijing that even he had admitted were "not sustainable" and set a lower rate. Trump backed away after China agreed to a year-long pause in its potentially crippling embargo on rare-earth minerals on which it holds a near monopoly. China showed it could deny Trump "escalation dominance" with its export controls, Johnson contends.
But to me the summit looks more like a win-win, as the Chinese tediously like to say, than a defeat for Trump. The two sides flexed their muscles, scared the financial markets just enough to be credible and then found a temporary compromise that opens the way for what Johnson predicts will be a year of summitry with reciprocal visits to China and America.
As the French saying goes: "Seule le provisoire dure." Only the temporary lasts. That appears to apply to the world's two leading superpowers, which are better served by preservation of the status quo than some "grand bargain" that could be dangerous for both.
Trump described the meeting with his characteristic hyperbole. "I would say on a scale from 1 to 10, with 10 being the best, I would say the meeting was a 12," he told reporters on Air Force One as he left South Korea. What strikes me watching Trump and Xi maneuver in this moment is that they share a taste for autocratic, one-man rule, but bring to it radically different personalities, values and experiences.
The two share an obsession with their place in history and are fanatical self-promoters. Like Trump, Xi is a nonstop propagandist. The five volumes of his collected speeches and writings are known as "Xi Jinping Thought."
"Xi clearly sees himself as a man of destiny, the latest caretaker of Chinese civilization whose mission is to guide his country on the path to national rejuvenation," argues Joseph Torigian, a professor at American University and author of "The Party's Interests Come First," a brilliant biography of Xi's father. Trump similarly sees himself as an instrument of national renewal who will, as millions of his red-hatted followers proclaim, "Make America Great Again."
Yet, the differences between them are stark: one president seems to revel in corruption, the other views it as a poison that could destroy his party's control; one took a gilded path to power as the son of a real estate tycoon; the other suffered terribly during the purge years of the 1970s; one plays a short game with wildly oscillating policies; the other a long game built on meticulous plans and clearly articulated goals.
Where Trump is a disrupter who uses his erratic and impulsive decisions as bargaining weapons, Xi is a disciplined and ruthless enforcer. But Lingling Wei, a top China reporter for the Wall Street Journal, argued recently that Xi has learned from his interactions with the bombastic Trump and adopted a code that amounts to, as the headline on her story put it, "punch hard, concede little."
The most unlikely fact shared by the two men is that they are at war with the governing class beneath them. Trump's strange position as a populist billionaire fighting a war against what he views as the "deep state" elite is well known. Less so is Xi's campaign to purge what he saw as the corruption and weakness that enfeebled the party, military and intelligence elites.
Xi pledged in 2012 as he rose to power that he would fight "tigers and flies at the same time, resolutely investigating law-breaking cases of leading officials." A former U.S. intelligence official told me that in an early meeting with fellow party leaders, Xi placed a blue folder in front of each of them documenting their relatives' corruption. Since 2012, Xi's party inspectors have disciplined more than 6.2 million people, according to the Wall Street Journal. The number of people investigated for infractions has risen from around 180,000 in 2013 to 889,000 last year.
The purge has been especially fierce in the Chinese military. Xi realized that senior officers in the People's Liberation Army were getting their posts by bribing superiors, and then extracting similar payments from their underlings. In 2023, Xi removed two top commanders on the PLA Rocket Force; the next year, he purged two former defense ministers. This month, just before a big party plenum meeting, he sacked nine more top commanders, including the general who headed the Eastern Theater Command, which oversees Taiwan operations.
A symbol of Xi's war against military corruption is his choice of Gen. Zhang Shengmin, the military's top anti-graft inspector, as vice chairman of the Central Commission, which is headed by Xi himself. He said back in 2014, when he began to purge the military, that when he read reports of PLA corruption, "I feel deep disgust and often can't help but slam the table. ... If the army is corrupt, it can't fight."
What's ahead now? Johnson says Trump seems to be aiming for a relationship with Xi that mirrors the one that President Ronald Reagan had with Russian leader Mikhail Gorbachev. To get there, he had to de-escalate. His instructions to Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent were, "'Let's make a deal,'" Johnson says.
Trump seems to view major-power foreign policy as a tough-guys club, and he obviously regards Xi as a fellow member. But Trump may underestimate just how ruthless and disciplined Xi is. Certainly, he proved a much tougher adversary in the now-paused trade war than Trump imagined.
The idea of a world governed by these two autocrats is loathsome. But if that's what we're stuck with for now, it's certainly better to have them talking than fighting.
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Opinions
Trump wants to admit more Chinese students. Here's why he shouldn't. 
Beijing's systemic economic espionage at universities puts U.S. research and technology at risk. 

President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands at Gimhae International Airport in Busan, South Korea, on Thursday. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


By Marc Thiessen | 2025-10-30
President Donald Trump says he is returning home from Asia with commitments for trillions in new investment in the United States. Let's hope he is leaving behind his plan to take in hundreds of thousands of Chinese students at U.S. universities.
This summer, the Trump administration wisely announced plans to "aggressively revoke" visas of Chinese students in the United States "including those with connections to the Chinese Communist Party or studying in critical fields." But then Trump reversed course, announcing in August that he would increase the number of Chinese students attending American universities to 600,000. This would more than double the approximately 275,000 Chinese students in the United States, and allow China to surpass India as the country with largest enrollment in the U.S.
That is a terrible idea.
The FBI reports that China is engaged in a systematic effort to target U.S. universities, using Chinese students and researchers to conduct espionage and steal "technologies needed to advance China's national, military, and economic goals."
In some cases, students appear to spy on our military. In 2020, recent Chinese graduate students at the University of Michigan pleaded guilty after being caught photographing defense infrastructure at a naval air station in Key West, Florida. In August 2023, five Chinese students at the University of Michigan were caught outside Camp Grayling, 200 miles north of their school, during a U.S. National Guard training operation that included the Taiwanese military. In 2024, a Chinese graduate student at the University of Minnesota was convicted of using a drone to take photos of naval bases in Norfolk.
But more often, students are recruited to target research at U.S. labs and universities. In 2022, then-FBI director Christopher A. Wray reported that the FBI was investigating more than 2,000 cases of Chinese intellectual property theft in the U.S. and opening up new Chinese espionage cases at a rate of one every 12 hours -- many of them involving U.S. colleges and universities.
For example, in 2020 the Justice Department indicted a Chinese researcher at Harvard who was arrested attempting to smuggle vials of biological research to China. The U.S. also indicted an undercover Chinese military officer who was a student at Boston University researching U.S. military projects, and who had allegedly compiled information for the Chinese People's Liberation Army on two U.S. scientists with expertise in robotics and computer science.
Amazingly, some Chinese researchers on campus don't even hide their PLA affiliations. In 2018, the Financial Times reported that American universities had hosted more than 500 visiting scholars from People's Liberation Army-affiliated schools over the previous decade, many of whom wrote joint papers with U.S. academics. Why has the U.S. government permitted students openly linked to the Chinese military to receive U.S. visas?
Many Chinese students may conduct espionage for Beijing willingly. Others are certainly coerced by the regime. In 2017, China passed a National Intelligence Law requiring that all Chinese citizens support and cooperate with state intelligence work, whether at home or abroad, meaning that Chinese nationals at U.S. universities have no choice but to inform the Chinese Communist Party if they are asked to do so. As Stanford Review reporters Garret Molloy and Elsa Johnson noted in an investigation this year, family members of Chinese students can been taken to police stations in China if students won't hand over certain documents. "If you do not comply with the national intelligence law, your family back in China is under threat," Molloy told me. "Therefore, students have a very strong incentive to do exactly what the party says."
Rep. John Moolenaar (R-Michigan), chairman of the House select committee on China, recently sent a letter to the presidents of Stanford, Carnegie Mellon, Purdue, the University of Illinois, the University of Maryland and the University of Southern California warning that "the unchecked enrollment of Chinese nationals in American institutions risks facilitating the technological transfers that strengthen Beijing's military and economic competitiveness at our nation's expense." Chinese students, Moolenaar continued, are giving China "access to cutting-edge research in fields such as artificial intelligence, quantum computing, semiconductors, and aerospace engineering."
There is a reason China has made protecting visas for Chinese students a top priority. They help the Chinese Communist Party carry out what Wray called "the largest and most sophisticated theft of intellectual property and expertise in the history of the world." Given this fact, why on earth would the Trump administration give the Communist China the opportunity to double the number of its students in the U.S. to help carry out that espionage?
In 2012, President Barack Obama signed legislation prohibiting Iranian students from studying energy, nuclear science or nuclear engineering in the United States. We should be imposing similar restrictions on Chinese students, not expanding their access to U.S. research and technology.
Asked by Fox News's Laura Ingraham why the administration would welcome 600,000 students from Communist China to attend U.S. universities, Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick absurdly argued without those Chinese students filling spots in America's top schools, U.S. students "would go up to better schools, and the bottom 15 percent of universities and colleges would go out of business in America." In other words, by Lutnick's logic, we should let Chinese students displace Americans at the best U.S. universities, pushing Americans down the academic ladder to schools so bad that they would otherwise close, while giving the Chinese students the opportunity to collect intelligence at the most sophisticated research institutions in America.
How, exactly, is that putting "America First"?
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The Post's View
What Trump's '12' of a summit with Xi yielded
The trade war truce is welcome -- and buys the U.S. time.

President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping say goodbye after meeting on Thursday in Busan, South Korea. (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2025-10-30
President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping, who have acted lately like gunslingers in an old Western, holstered their weapons on Thursday and agreed to put off a climactic showdown between the world's two biggest economies, for at least a year.
Their nearly two-hour, face-to-face meeting in South Korea was a welcome de-escalation. It's certainly better when the United States and China are talking since they account for more than 40 percent of global gross domestic product and one-third of world trade. The cycle of tit-for-tat tariffs and export controls was threatening to harm both countries, which have grown overly interdependent.
But what came out of this meeting looks more like a temporary truce than a lasting peace pact. There was no news conference after their meeting and no joint communique. So the exact details of what was agreed remained sparse. A final agreement is supposed to come later. So those waiting for precise details were left with the positive spin the president offered to reporters while flying back to Washington on Air Force One. On a scale of 1 to 10, Trump said the meeting was a 12. The Chinese readout was sparse and more circumspect.
According to Trump, China agreed to expand cooperation on restricting the flow of fentanyl precursors, purchase "tremendous amounts" of soybeans and other agricultural products, and delay by one year its restrictions on the export of critical rare earth minerals.
In response, Trump said, the U.S. will slash by half the 20 percent tariff he imposed as a penalty for China's role in the flow of fentanyl, taking overall tariffs on China down to 47 percent. Trump also agreed to postpone plans to charge higher fees for Chinese built and owned ships arriving at U.S. ports, and China will pause similar high fees for ships with U.S. investors.
A spokesman for China's Commerce Ministry said Trump also agreed to postpone for a year a proposed rule that would have expanded the application of export controls to the subsidiaries of Chinese companies.
Left murkier is the critical issue of whether the U.S. intends to ease restrictions on the sale of advanced semiconductor chips to China. Trump told reporters it's now up to China to negotiate directly with chipmaker Nvidia. U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer said Xi and Trump did not discuss Blackwell chips, the $5 trillion company's new advanced semiconductors.
There are still plenty of potential stumbling blocks that could scuttle a final trade deal. That's why details -- so far missing -- will prove crucial. For example, though China said it would pause for a year the export controls on rare earth minerals that it issued on Oct. 8, it made no mention of an earlier set of restrictive licensing requirements for the minerals that had been imposed on April 4. Those earlier controls have also been choking supply chains.
China agreed to increase its purchases of American soybeans, which would be a relief to Midwestern farmers. But the amount China buys may not go back to the same level it was, since Beijing has already diversified its soybean supply chain, and buyers will likely want to hedge against any future turmoil between the U.S. and China.
Moreover, China has previously promised to buy lots of soybeans, not to mention cut off the flow of fentanyl, but failed to meet its commitments. Trading the most advanced chips in the world for vague commitments to buy beans, if that was the private understanding, would certainly not be in America's best interests.
In the version of the meeting reported in Chinese media, Xi agreed to "properly resolve issues related to TikTok with the U.S. side." But there were no details included, such as when a final decision will come. Trump was not asked about TikTok as he gaggled on Air Force One.
What was not discussed, or at least has not been made public, is equally telling. Trump said Taiwan never came up. Many people in both parties have been concerned that Trump might be willing to use U.S. support for the self-ruled democratic island as a bargaining chip in economic negotiations with Xi. It's positive that they apparently kept trade negotiations separate from security discussions.
Also unknown is whether Trump brought up with Xi the case of imprisoned Hong Kong newspaper publisher Jimmy Lai, who has been languishing in solitary confinement for five years since being arrested and tried on bogus national security charges. Trump has said he would bring up Lai's case with Xi and seek the publisher's freedom.
Trump said he and Xi discussed the war in Ukraine and the need to work together to "to get that war finished," but he added that they did not discuss oil. The U.S. imposed secondary sanctions on India for buying Russian oil but not China because of a desire not to derail these trade talks. Yet China has been Russia's main backer, largely propping up the economy with large purchases of Russian energy while providing technology and materiel that can be used to assist Russia's war machine.
Trump said there will now be annual negotiations about the status of the U.S.-China relationship. "Now every year, we'll renegotiate the deal," Trump said, "but I think the deal will go on for a long time, long beyond the year."
Trump plans to visit China in April, and Xi said he'll come to the U.S. sometime after that. But the relationship has changed. China has shown its willingness to exploit America's dependencies. The U.S. must continue to do everything it can to reduce that leverage, because the decoupling will continue.
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Opinions
At least some Democrats are trying to figure out what went wrong
Democrats' assessment of why they're losing voters is healthy, but is the party willing to change?

At the end of the first day of the Democratic National Convention in the United Center in Chicago, on Aug. 20, 2024. (Joe Lamberti/For The Washington Post) 


By Ramesh Ponnuru | 2025-10-30
Finally, there are signs of intelligent life in the Democratic Party.
Not so much among Democratic congressmen, who have maneuvered themselves into a government shutdown fight that they do not appear to have a way to win. But the party's intellectuals and operatives are at last having a candid debate about what has gone wrong and what to do about it.
The most comprehensive and clear-eyed entrant in that debate comes from the center-left group Welcome, which has just produced a report called "Deciding to Win." Its trio of authors, all veterans of Democratic politics, lead with the bad news for their party: The public increasingly perceives Democrats as too liberal. That isn't a matter of flawed messaging. The party, the authors show, really has moved left on multiple issues during the period 2012-2025. Even harder for many Democrats to accept, no doubt, will be the report's evidence that the public thinks Republicans moved toward the center during that same period (although President Donald Trump has altered that perception since resuming office).
The public also increasingly thinks the Democrats do not share their priorities -- that they are "out of touch." The authors write, "In comparison with the Democratic Party of 2012, today's Democratic Party is more focused on issues like climate change, democracy, abortion, and identity and cultural concerns and less focused on the economy and the middle class." They offer telling examples of changes in the party's platform language in that period. There are now fewer references to "tax cuts," the "middle class" and "fathers" (who disappeared entirely in 2024), more to "hate" and "climate." These changes have aligned Democrats better with voters who have college degrees, but increased their distance from the more numerous voters who don't.
The trio counsels Democrats to talk more about their popular positions on issues that matter to the public -- especially economic issues -- and less about everything else: "Going forward, it will be critical for our party to reduce the gap between what voters want Democrats to focus on and what voters think we do focus on." That this painfully obvious advice needs to be said suggests the depth of the Democrats' plight.
But the Welcome report does not confront all of the obstacles to a Democratic resurgence. Somewhat daringly, the authors suggest that Democrats have overemphasized their support for abortion. But the report doesn't go the next, necessary step: If Democrats truly want to improve their chances of winning a Senate majority, they should be ready to run candidates in some states who are pro-life, or are at least willing to restrict abortions late in pregnancy. (In some of those same states, Democrats will also need to support candidates who don't back a ban on assault weapons.)
And the report almost entirely ignores a related dimension of the Democrats' cultural challenge: their declining appeal to Christians, who remain a majority of voters. The words "Christian" and "religion" do not appear in "Deciding to Win."
The authors suggest that the party needs to moderate on immigration, but don't spell out what that means. In practice, it would probably require Democrats to stop treating "deportation" as a dirty word -- which surely won't happen if even the party's truth-tellers won't recommend it.
Which raises an even deeper issue for the project of fixing the Democratic Party. When people passionately support a cause, telling them it's a political loser might not be enough to get them to downplay it. A lot of work would be required to persuade progressives that climate change is not an existential crisis, even if Bill Gates is having second thoughts. But if they continue to believe that, can they be convinced to talk about health care instead?
The report harks back to Bill Clinton's rescue of the Democratic Party after it lost three presidential elections in a row in the 1980s. But Clinton, in some ways, had an easier job. When he broke with other Democratic politicians of the era, he often had most Democratic voters on his side. They favored the death penalty, like him, even if a vocal segment of the party disagreed.
Democratic reformers today face a very different party. "Deciding to Win" repeatedly notes that most voters favor capitalism and oppose socialism. But most Democrats view the former negatively and latter positively.
It could be, then, that the trouble with Democrats is ... Democratic voters. And that's a hard one to fix.
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Billions in treasure lie on the seafloor. Finders keepers?
As treasure hunters pursue gold and silver, they both aid and compete with archeologists.

(Washington Post staff; iStock) 


By Julian Sancton | 2025-10-30
Julian Sancton is the author of the forthcoming book "Neptune's Fortune: The Billion-Dollar Shipwreck and the Ghosts of the Spanish Empire."
On the night of July 30, 1715, a dozen Spanish ships were sailing north along Florida's Atlantic coast, weighed down with gold and silver stripped from the mines of the New World. Before dawn, a hurricane swept across the fleet's path. It resulted in one of the deadliest maritime disasters in history, sinking 11 ships, killing more than 1,000 men and sending tons of gold and silver coins down to the ocean floor -- worth an estimated $400 million today.
On Sept. 30, a team working for the Florida-based  treasure- hunting company 1715 Fleet Queens Jewels, which has the exclusive rights to salvage the area and has been scouring it for decades, announced that it had recovered more than 1,000 tarnished silver coins from the fleet's wreckage, as well several gold escudos that gleamed as brightly as they day they were minted. It was the company's largest haul in years. Queens Jewels estimated its value at around $1 million. The coins will be catalogued before being dispersed, with many probably being sold into private collections.
Should such a treasure be for sale? Florida says yes, allowing treasure hunters to profit from the spoils of history as long as they give the state 20 percent of the booty and adhere to its relatively loose archaeological guidelines. Most archaeologists, however, say no. As even the notoriously unscrupulous Indiana Jones would say, "It belongs in a museum." Allowing the commercialization of historical artifacts, they argue, robs scholars of the chance to study them and the rest of us of the chance to see them -- and encourages looting.

Spanish gold coins that 1715 Fleet Queens Jewels uncovered from a shipwreck off the Atlantic coast of Florida. (1715 Fleet Queens Jewels) 


Yet archaeologists and treasure hunters exist in an uneasy symbiosis. The latter depend on the former to establish the context and provenance that makes findings valuable to collectors. Archaeologists, meanwhile, often lack the funding to explore shipwrecks themselves. If it weren't for the adventurism of treasure hunters, many of the most important wrecks of the Caribbean would not have been found.
Though their targets are often silver and gold, maritime treasure hunters are not primarily motivated by profit. Indeed, the pursuit of shipwrecked riches is so difficult, time consuming and legally tortuous that it is almost never profitable. They are driven largely by the romantic urge that Mark Twain identified in young Tom Sawyer: "There comes a time in every rightly constructed boy's life when he has a raging desire to go somewhere and dig for hidden treasure."

Spanish coins that 1715 Fleet Queens Jewels uncovered from the shipwreck. (17 Fleet Queens Jewels/AP) 


In 2001, in an effort to keep wreck plunderers at bay, UNESCO released its Convention on the Protection of Underwater Cultural Heritage. The document stipulates that the wrecks of war vessels (such as Spain's armed treasure ships) remain the property of the countries whose flag they flew, no matter how many centuries have passed since their sinking, and that their contents are ideally left untouched. Spain, unsurprisingly, ratified the convention. Among those countries that did not are two whose territorial waters are known to contain untold amounts of lost Spanish treasure: the United States and Colombia.
It was off Colombia's coast that the legendary Spanish galleon San Jose was discovered at a depth of 600 meters in 2015. Long described as the holy grail of shipwrecks, the San Jose and its vast treasure were sunk in a battle with the English on June 8, 1708. Estimates of its cargo's value have ranged as high as several billion dollars. 
Dwarfing the value of the 1715 fleet's trove, the San Jose's wreckage set off a still-unresolved fight over ownership and the proper stewardship of history. Images of the sunken San Jose-- reduced after three centuries to a flattened field of cannon and other artifacts -- show gold coins glinting on the seabed, hinting at the riches that lie buried below. Yet they also show ceramic olive jars, Chinese porcelain cups, Spanish gin bottles, French medical instruments and other testaments to a rapidly globalizing world: a metaphorical gold mine for archaeologists.
The San Jose was found using technology from the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in an expedition led by the Cuban American archaeologist Roger Dooley. During research for my book on his discovery, Dooley -- an octogenarian shipwreck obsessive -- told me that he intends to properly excavate the galleon and has no personal interest in its treasure. Yet the English hedge fund titan and maritime-history enthusiast who funded the multimillion-dollar expedition, Anthony Clake, very much does: His deal with the Colombian government entitled him to 45 percent of the gold and silver that is not considered national patrimony.

Sunken remains from the Spanish galleon San Jose on the seafloor off Cartagena, Colombia. (Ministry of Colombia/AP)


Shortly after the discovery, the subsequent government reneged on the deal with Clake, declaring all objects on the wreck to be national patrimony. The wreck has lain untouched for the 10 years since, its fate held in limbo by lawsuits, archaeological concerns and competing claims over the ownership of the treasure: Does it belong to Spain, which owned the ship? To Colombia, in whose waters it is believed to lie? To Clake, who bankrolled the search? To descendants of the Indigenous laborers forced to mine the riches of their own lands? To humanity?
Meanwhile, the site continues to degrade under the corrosive action of the sea. Dooley has proposed a plan that would allow Colombia to keep the treasure, reimburse Clake for the cost of the search and fund a future excavation of the wreck. All the coins, jewels and other artifacts would be studied and eventually displayed in a grand new museum.
Dooley's plan deserves serious consideration. We would not even be discussing the San Jose were it not for his boyish obsession.
The depths of the ocean are still largely uncharted, and UNESCO estimates that more than 3 million shipwrecks remain undiscovered. As marine robotics allow explorers to go deeper and cover ever more ground, conflicts will continue to arise. History-minded governments should find ways to allay the concerns of archaeologists while rewarding the romantic audacity of treasure hunters and wreck seekers without whom there would be nothing to discuss.
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Opinions
Why the U.S. is losing the battle for hearts and minds
The U.S. is dismantling its best tools to counter Chinese, Russian and Iranian propaganda.

A sign outside Voice of America's headquarters in Washington. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)


By Ilan Berman | 2025-10-30
Ilan Berman is senior vice president of the American Foreign Policy Council. He sits on the boards of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty and the Middle East Broadcasting Networks.
If the Gaza war taught us anything, it is that information truly is power. The ability to shape perceptions, to win "hearts and minds," and to define the terms of national (and international) debate is as important as battlefield success. That's why the militants of Hamas, while losing on the battlefield against Israel's superior military capabilities, managed so adroitly to capture and manipulate the public discourse surrounding the conflict.
It's therefore deeply surprising that the United States has chosen to quit this field of battle. Since this spring, the Trump administration has taken a hatchet to the U.S. Agency for Global Media (USAGM), the federal entity responsible for overseeing American international broadcasting. The administration's plans call for the agency to be shuttered outright and for its constituent parts -- from federal services like Voice of America to "grantees" like Radio Free Asia -- to be either eliminated or eventually repackaged in minimalist form.
Many of the administration's criticisms of USAGM are apt. The agency has suffered for years from an array of serious problems. But the decision to destroy rather than reform it is having real-world consequences abroad, where U.S. adversaries are expanding their informational reach.
The numbers tell the story. China, for instance, is spending billions of dollars annually on propaganda, false narratives and fake news. Back in 2021, Rand researchers estimated that figure to be "at least $10 billion a year." And this might be just the tip of the iceberg. National security officials familiar with the information warfare portfolio have suggested that the Rand number is very much a lowball and the true amount China is spending in this domain could be three times that. This surge can be seen in Africa, where Beijing is busy buying up local media channels to better control the narrative about the Chinese Communist Party, and in ramped-up disinformation targeting political and social cohesion in Taiwan and throughout the Indo-Pacific.
Second is Russia. From 2024 to 2025, the Kremlin's spending on propaganda rose by 13 percent, to approximately $1.4 billion. Russia made this change in the middle of a protracted and costly conflict with Ukraine, one that has progressively driven the nation toward recession. That figure, however, accounts only for Russia's "white budget" -- that is, the Kremlin's official declared expenditures. European officials assess Russia is spending considerably more, perhaps as much as an additional $1 billion annually, by drawing on black budgets and hidden coffers. Moscow has used this money to undermine European societies, to promote itself as a reliable partner in the Middle East and Africa, and to expand its appeal in the Americas.
Then there is Iran. The Islamic Republic's spending on informational activities is more modest, because its economy is significantly smaller than that of either Russia or China. Nevertheless, its expenditures are significant, recently estimated at $400 million, an increase of more than 30 percent over last year. All this while the country's currency has cratered and drought conditions have become so severe that officials have suggested they might have no choice but to move the capital from Tehran to another part of the country.
In other words, even before the Trump administration's decision to gut the country's informational capabilities, America's adversaries were outspending it.
And the situation is significantly worse at present: China, Russia and Iran are ramping up informational activities in places where the United States is now noticeably absent, like Latin America, Africa and the Middle East. Over the past six months, Russia's RT has expanded Spanish-language broadcasting to encompass Chile, while its Sputnik multimedia outlet launched Portuguese-language radio broadcasting in Rio de Janeiro. RT has also boosted collaboration with the African Union of Broadcasting, creating a "strategic partnership" that will allow Moscow to message more forcefully throughout the continent. China, meanwhile, has inked multiple memorandums of understanding to share its informational content (and ideological worldview) with media organizations in Turkey, Belarus and assorted other countries. As for Iran, it recently concluded a series of cooperation deals with Russian media outlets like Ruptly and Mir TV, paving the way for Russian propaganda to better access the Iranian populace -- and vice versa.
The Trump administration is not even acknowledging this trend, far less ramping up a strategy to counter it. Nine months in, the White House remains focused simply on dismantling USAGM and its functions. There is little evidence that any administration official has thought deeply about how to best promote core U.S. information priorities: honestly telling America's story and explaining its priorities and policies while effectively countering the distortions and falsehoods being spread by others.
If the Trump administration wants to remain competitive on the world stage, it will need to start thinking. And if Chinese, Russian and Iranian efforts are any indication, it will need to do so soon.
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Opinions
Pennsylvania Democrats know the truth about demonizing Trump
Gov. Josh Shapiro and the Democratic state party leader are focused on winning back lost voters.

(Justin Merriman/FTWP)


By Salena Zito | 2025-10-30
CANONSBURG, Pa. -- Eugene DePasquale didn't mince words. The new state chair for Democrats in Pennsylvania knows the only way his party can win voters it lost over the past 10 years is to focus on how it would do things better. And it's equally important for state Democrats to stop obsessing about President Donald Trump.
Including demonizing him.
"Trump has given us Democrats an opening on all the things he has not delivered on, but we have got to do our part of actually not only relying on his failure but putting together a positive agenda to get the working-class voters back," DePasquale said last month to the members of the Washington County Democratic Committee gathered for their annual fall banquet at the Hilton Garden Inn Southpointe.
DePasquale, 54, is known for his gregarious personality, a trait that has earned him Republican voters over more than 10 years of holding state office. He pressed hands, asking each committee person what is going on in their communities and what the local issues are, before giving the keynote speech.
DePasquale is all preacher, counselor and optimist -- encouraging to members of a party weary of losing elections, weary of party leaders' failure to broaden their coalition, and weary of being the "resistance" and talking about nothing but Trump.
To DePasquale, it's simple: "They want us to be for something, to offer solutions with a message that broadens our coalition, not shrinks it," he said in our interview after the event. He said that observation comes from experience in talking to Democrats who are exhausted with everything being about Trump.
"We've been doing this for 10 years, and they are done with it," DePasquale said. "Now that does not mean they are now for Trump. They just want someone in our party to give them something as an alternative to what we have been doing."

Pennsylvania Democratic Party Chair Eugene DePasquale greets people at a Washington County Democratic Committee banquet on Sept. 25 in Canonsburg. (Justin Merriman/For The Washington Post)


In arguably the most important battleground state in the country, not just for who holds the presidency but also for who controls the U.S. House and Senate, Gov. Josh Shapiro said he picked DePasquale as Pennsylvania Democrats' chair because he wanted someone who understands the whole state.
Shapiro said DePasquale knows the immediate stakes -- for the governor's reelection next year, and for congressional and state legislative contests -- and knows the importance of laying the groundwork for a healthy party ahead of the 2028 presidential election.
The Pennsylvania governor, who was considered last year to be Kamala Harris's vice-presidential pick until they both realized it wasn't a good match, said he and DePasquale bonded in 2016 when they were driving together across the state. DePasquale was running for his second term as state auditor general, and Shapiro was campaigning for state attorney general.
"Eugene's got a lot of wonderful qualities and attributes, but I think what really sets him apart is, like me, he understands the power of place and the importance of showing up," Shapiro said. "I thought a lot about who would be the right person at the top of the party at this time, and one of the things that kept popping into my mind were the conversations we would have on the road."

Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro (D) at the Capitol in Harrisburg on Jan. 18, 2023. (Caroline Gutman/For The Washington Post)


Shapiro has won statewide races three times -- two terms as state attorney general and as governor in 2022. The Montgomery County Democrat is expected to announce his reelection campaign shortly after the November election, when Pennsylvania's big-ticket race is the quirky retention vote for three Democratic state Supreme Court judges. The judges don't face opponents; instead, voters decide whether to keep them for another 10-year term.
Last year's cycle in Pennsylvania was a political massacre for Democrats. Not only did Trump prevail over Harris for the presidency but Republicans also upended Democrats from one U.S. Senate and  two U.S. House seats, as well as statewide offices for attorney general, auditor general and treasurer.
Between 1992 and 2008, Democrats won statewide by carrying anywhere from 13 to 27 of Pennsylvania's 67 counties -- racking up votes in areas that were more heavily populated than their rural counterparts. The rightward shift that caused votes to peel away in counties such as Washington, just outside Pittsburgh, largely went unnoticed in 2012, when Barack Obama won reelection as president but more narrowly in Pennsylvania than he did in his 2008 run.
In the "hope and change" year of 2008, Obama brought New Deal Democrats into his coalition and won 18 counties. His reelection run was largely built on social justice issues and on tapping "the coalition of the ascendant" -- college-educated, suburban White residents, young people, and Hispanic and Black voters. Four years later, his win narrowed to 13 counties.
Mike Mikus, a Democratic strategist in western Pennsylvania, said it's important for DePasquale and Shapiro to visit Washington County because voters here can be swayed.
"It wasn't that long ago that Washington County Democrats not only held the majority in voter registration here but they also held nearly every countywide elected office -- a dominance that was held for as long as anyone could remember," he said.
Today, Democrats hold one seat on the three-person Washington County Board of Commissioners. They don't just lose here; they get romped in each cycle. Shapiro is the rare Democrat in recent years running for statewide office who has come close to winning here; that happened when he campaigned for governor in 2022 -- narrowly losing to Republican Sen. Doug Mastriano.
Shapiro could write off places such as Washington County because they are such an uphill climb for a Democrat and still easily win statewide. He earned a historic win in 2022 with 56.5 percent of the statewide vote to Mastriano's 41.7 percent, explained Mikus. "But then you are not party-building, and that is his end game," he said. "His legacy is to, hopefully, win next year but also make strides in places like Washington County so that other seats open up for Democrats."
Washington County sits roughly 20 miles south of Pittsburgh; for most of the past century, it was home to rural and working-class voters who were farmers, coal miners or worked in the steel industry.
That population shifted to include wealthier professionals at the beginning of the 21st century when shale was discovered here; the natural gas boom attracted not just those in the industry to move to the area, but also upper-middle-class Allegheny County residents seeking a lower tax base.

A natural gas well site under construction on Sept. 6, 2024, in Washington County, Pennsylvania. (Rebecca Droke/AFP/Getty Images)


Since 2010 the county has mostly regained the population it lost during the downfall of the steel industry -- sitting at roughly 209,000, according to the 2020 Census.
So, why come here? Why come to a county you'll likely lose? Sen. John Fetterman supported DePasquale, donating over $100,000 from his campaign fund to the state party when endorsing DePasquale as chair. Fetterman said he believes rebuilding the Democratic Party in Pennsylvania requires a broader coalition that includes people who voted for Trump.
Fetterman said he and Shapiro won their seats with a good number of Trump voters in counties such as Erie, Bucks and Northampton -- all counties that Trump won in 2024.
"We can't have a message that disparages Trump or their voters," Fetterman said. "You won't hear me saying 'fascist,' 'Nazi' or anything else when talking about Trump or our voters in this state. That doesn't win over voters, and honestly, it's wrong. Let's give them something to vote for -- and that is why I think the messaging of DePasquale, on winning voters back on substance, matters."

Pennsylvania Sen. John Fetterman (D) stands near his home across the street from U.S. Steel's Edgar Thomson Plant in Braddock on Sept. 27. (Justin Merriman/For The Washington Post)


Shapiro and DePasquale have had strident policy disagreements with Trump, but you won't find them dehumanizing the president or his voters.
Shapiro is painfully aware how careless rhetoric can motivate someone filled with hate. The governor's residence was attacked with molotov cocktails this past spring while his family was asleep. According to authorities, the man who pleaded guilty in the arson case was angry with Shapiro for his stance on the Israel-Gaza war.
"I don't say the word 'fascist.' I don't say 'Nazi.' I don't talk like that, and I don't think that that's constructive," Shapiro said. "I've got policy differences from the president. I think his policies on tariffs are hurting Pennsylvania. I'm not afraid to say that, but I think you've got to say it and communicate that in a respectful, constructive way."
Other Democratic politicians aren't as courteous. Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker and Democratic National Committee Chair Ken Martin are known to use words such as "Nazi," "Nazi Germany," "fascist" or "fascism," among other insulting terms about Trump and his voters.
The stance taken by Fetterman, Shapiro and DePasquale is smart, Mikus said. "One of the biggest problems I think the Democratic Party has had nationally, as well as here in Pennsylvania, is coming across as a party of scolds, where you're lecturing people, telling people, because in a previous election, you made the wrong choice, that you are somehow stupid or ill-informed," he said. "And when you do that to a voter, they're less inclined to like you, and if they don't like you, they're not going to vote for you."
DePasquale said he got the surprise call from Shapiro in July, a couple of days after DePasquale posted on social media that while doing a ride ahead of an Ironman race, he was upended by a child on a bicycle who veered onto the practice course. To avoid hitting the child, he struck a barricade, flying over it. The pain was searing; he could barely move. He suffered a broken clavicle.
"I'm at home on my couch, arm up in a sling, and I see a name come across the phone, and it's Josh," he said. "And I'm like going, 'I don't think I've done anything to go to the woodshed.' I am wondering what he wants. Because it's rarely just, 'Hey, what do you think the Eagles should be doing on defense this weekend?'"
Shapiro did take him to the woodshed a bit, DePasquale said. "He told me to cut that Ironman s--- out, because 'I need you in one piece,' and then he asked me to be his candidate to take over the state party."

Eugene DePasquale in York, Pennsylvania, on Sept. 19, 2020. (Andrew Mangum/For The Washington Post)


It didn't take the Pittsburgh native long to say yes. Since September, DePasquale has gone not just to Washington County but 15 other counties. Almost all of them are places that Democrats have not won for over a decade. His mission is to broaden the coalition beyond just hatred for Trump.
"I try not to get distracted by the national conversation but instead show that, here in Pennsylvania, you can build coalitions with your own party, with Democrats and also a good number of independents and Republicans as well," he said. "And that the winning way here for the Pennsylvania Democratic Party is to build coalitions, to reach out -- not to be insular -- and to grow our party by listening to people from all different walks of life."
Shapiro likely will face state Treasurer Stacy Garrity, the Republican-endorsed candidate for governor, in 2026. He said candidates cannot win voters in the political middle unless they show they can govern. It is a dogma he practices. I've covered Shapiro's appearances in Potter County, where he made sure the only gas station for 20 miles in every direction got a grant to upgrade its tanks; at a drilling and construction training center for those entering the natural gas industry in Westmoreland County, where most of the guys admitted they didn't vote for him; and in deeply red Cambria County, when he kicked off his gubernatorial campaign in 2022.
Last year, DePasquale lost his bid for state attorney general. In the only other campaign he lost -- a congressional race against Rep. Scott Perry (R) -- he admits his messaging sounded as though he were running for Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez's (D) seat in New York, rather than a Cumberland County position.
"It was way off," he said of the congressional campaign, which he now realizes should have been much more localized.
Rep. Chris Deluzio, a western Pennsylvania Democrat who represents a swing district, said picking DePasquale to head the state party is exactly what state and national Democrats need. "If Eugene and the governor are successful, and we win the governor's race and pick up one or two of the congressional seats we lost, then they have shown how you rebuild a party in the most important state in the country, and we have set the stage for Democrats to be able to win Pennsylvania in a presidential contest in 2028," Deluzio said. "Those are the stakes."

Pennsylvania Democrat Chris Deluzio attends a meet-and-greet while running for a U.S. House seat on Oct. 4, 2022, in Beaver Falls. (Justin Merriman/For The Washington Post)


Rotimi Adeoye, an assistant to former Democratic senator Bob Casey and a former communications strategist for the American Civil Liberties Union, said the big issue for Democrats is expanding the tent. "We need to talk about kitchen-table issues in a way that resonates with every American, no matter who you voted for: good union jobs, health care costs and making sure people can live and stay in Pennsylvania," he said.
The Bucks County native and law school student has the perspective of a younger progressive Pennsylvanian. He likes that DePasquale brings the sensibility of a western Pennsylvania Democrat to the table.
"I think his location, where he's situated, shows that he's someone who wants to bring in voters who have been left out of the party for too long," Adeoye said. "On top of that, I've heard that he's been doing listening tours and going around the state. I heard he went to Washington County. It's a perfect example."
Adeoye said his eyes are wide open about Trump's 2024 win in Pennsylvania. "I think people in Pennsylvania care about results," he said. "That's why they voted for Trump, because Trump was someone who promised that. He wanted to deliver results. And I think Shapiro has also shown that he wants to deliver results."

Portraits of former Pennsylvania leaders are displayed in the governor's office at the Capitol in Harrisburg on Jan. 18, 2023. (Caroline Gutman/For The Washington Post)


Adeoye said Shapiro could become the party's nominee for president if he continues being a results-driven governor and works with DePasquale to sharpen the messaging of state Democrats.
"Democrats right now want to win," he said. "They want a winner, and if he pulls this all off, he certainly has a chance. I think he has a very good chance, because results matter to a party that is tired of losing."
DePasquale's first election as party chair is Nov. 4. He is candid about the Democrats' chances -- state Supreme Court races are tough to poll, especially ones where there are no contrasts between candidates and it is just a yes or no vote for retention. That makes it hard to gauge who is excited to show up and vote.
"I believe it is going to be hard," he said about all three judges holding on -- even though failing to retain a sitting Supreme Court judge has happened only once in the commonwealth's history, 20 years ago.
"We are taking it seriously. ... Our focus is not on Trump. It is all about standing up for freedom and a good education," DePasquale said.
Which voter is he most keen to win over? He didn't hesitate: "Oh, the working class. We've lost them. We've really lost them. And we are on a mission to win them back."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/10/30/pennsylvania-democrats-shapiro-trump-voters/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The Post's View
A turning point in the government shutdown
Piecemeal bills are a waste of time. Just fund the whole government.

Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) holds a news conference on Wednesday, the 29th day of the partial government shutdown. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2025-10-29
One reason the partial government shutdown has dragged on for nearly a month is because most Americans have felt no discernable impact on their daily life. That's starting to change. This weekend, federal food stamps are scheduled to stop going out. Around 42 million people, or 1 in 8 Americans, receive benefits from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.
This pain point, combined with three other dynamics, should help hasten an end to the shutdown as early as next week by making Democrats blink.
First, the open enrollment period for purchasing health insurance starts on Saturday. Many people will experience sticker shock when they see how much their premiums are about to go up. Democrats will be able to claim they got their point across about the need to rescue Obamacare by extending subsidies that are set to expire.
Second, Democrats are favored to win most of next Tuesday's off-year elections. If they prevail in the New Jersey and Virginia governor's races, as well as the New York mayor's race, Democratic leaders could save face by claiming that the people sent a loud message to President Donald Trump. Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries are both New Yorkers who fear the Mamdani wing of the party.
Schumer has allowed the shutdown to drag on because he's worried about fending off a primary challenger in 2028, and he's still smarting from blowback he got from angry liberals after he agreed to fund the government this spring. Electoral wins can offer a pretext to claim vindication, or at least quietly give permission for a few of his members to break ranks.
Third, federal public employee unions, a core Democratic constituency, are losing patience. The American Federation of Government Employees, which represents more than 800,000 federal and D.C. government workers, said in a statement Monday that the shutdown is unacceptably hurting its members: "It's time to pass a clean continuing resolution and end this shutdown today," said AFGE National President Everett Kelley. "No half measures, and no gamesmanship."
Kelley's message shows why it's untenable for Democrats to insist on a piecemeal approach to fund certain programs, such as food stamps, while keeping federal workers furloughed. Air traffic controllers, for instance, just missed their first full paycheck of the shutdown, even though they're required to keep working.
Senate Democrats mostly stuck together last Thursday to block a bill that would have ensured the troops and other categories of essential employees keep getting paid, but now they're insisting on a standalone bill to keep SNAP funded. They're also accusing Trump of not tapping into emergency funds to keep the payments going, even as they've criticized him for diverting funds toward programs they care less about.
A variety of mitigating factors could prevent SNAP cuts from ratcheting up the pressure to reach a deal. More than two dozen blue states and D.C. sued on Tuesday in a bid to force the Trump administration to keep sending payments. They drew a sympathetic liberal judge in Boston, who has scheduled a hearing for Thursday. Other states are moving to limit the fallout: Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) declared a state of emergency and said he'll use surplus funds to cover food stamps through November.
Save the debate for another day about whether too many people qualify for food stamps, which have become significantly more generous over the years. Keeping the government open should be separated from policy disputes about how to spend taxpayer money. It is wrong that Democrats have held the government hostage for a month in hopes of extending costly Obamacare subsidies, just as it was for Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) to shut down the government in 2013 for 16 days in a bid to defund the Affordable Care Act altogether.
Negotiations can always fall apart, but the calendar could help: Both chambers are supposed to be out on recess the week after next for Veterans Day, which might help induce a deal by next Friday.
The right answer is to reopen the government with a clean funding bill, ideally for a full year, to get food stamps flowing and federal workers back in the office, and then have a debate about ACA subsidies. Democrats openly acknowledge that they refuse to do this because it would mean giving up their leverage. If they persist, it could mean families start to go hungry.
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Letters to the Editor
The proper reaction to the 'woke' conundrum in higher education
Readers respond to Post articles and commentary.

(Charles Krupa/AP)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-10-29
Crispin Sartwell's Oct. 25 op-ed, "As a professor, I've seen woke and MAGA censorship. Which is worse?," ably explained the dangers of government threats against universities for political purposes. However, he claimed MAGA's acts of censorship force better educational outcomes by countering wokeness in academia. It's important to note that wokeness is not an organization or a set of rules. Deviating from its original meaning of awareness of racial injustice, today, wokeness is a vague collection of expectations meant to enforce conformist behavior. (There have always been conformist pressures, long before wokeness became a thing.) Sartwell wrote that professors must accept "hundreds of fine-grained dogmas." To "survive," Sartwell stated you have to "tack your pronouns onto every email" and "mourn the apostasy of J.K. Rowling."
But as far as I'm aware, there's no "woke" checklist. College professors typically have these tasks: teach, grade, apply for grants and publish research. I find it hard to believe that Rowling's apostasy is of import to a professor teaching calculus, the history of the Cold War or organic chemistry.
As for pronouns, regardless of where you work, you might use someone's preferred pronouns simply to be considerate. But if I were told to put my pronouns on my memos, I would decline (though I would be glad to explain my gender status if someone felt the need for clarification).
It seems that the proper reaction to the "woke" conundrum in higher education is to stand up, even if that means you might be invited to fewer faculty parties.
Bob Johnson, Burke
Regarding the Oct. 26 news article "Study: Data centers not to blame for spike in power costs":
The study from researchers at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory and the consulting group Brattle that The Post referenced examined changes in electricity rates between 2019 and 2024, which was the last year in which comprehensive data was available. This means the record-high prices that kicked in this summer -- and that are largely attributable to data centers -- were not considered. The authors of the study noted in a presentation summarizing their findings: Because of the lag between when prices are set and the time of delivery, key data center-related costs increases "were not felt in retail electricity prices until midyear 2025."
Adding the electricity consumption by data centers doesn't come cheap. Joseph E. Bowring, the independent market monitor for PJM Interconnection who is charged with analyzing our regional energy markets, examined capacity market prices, which are a key input into bills, and concluded that recent record prices "are almost entirely the result of large data center load additions, both actual historical and forecast." He said data center growth will increase our regional electricity costs by more than $16.6 billion between June 2025 and June 2027.
Federal and regional officials are considering whether Big Tech should be required to absorb the extra energy costs or whether those costs should be passed through to retail consumers (as is currently the case). But there should be no doubt about the nature and cause of the fiscal challenges facing electricity users in our region.
Abraham Silverman, Baltimore
The writer is a research scholar at the Ralph O'Connor Sustainable Energy Institute at Johns Hopkins University.
The Oct. 26 news article about data centers was interesting to me, particularly since much of my work involves electric utility practices.
But, like 8 percent of men, I have color-vision impairment, specifically red-green colorblindness. The red and green lines in the chart accompanying the online article labeled "Distribution and transmission costs have soared, while generation costs have fallen" were nearly indistinguishable to me. From the title of the chart, I infer that the bottom line is for generation, but I cannot tell that from the colors of the line and the legend.
I encourage The Post and others to follow guidelines for colorblind-safe color schemes.
David Wallis, Baltimore
The Oct. 24 editorial "California's harebrained plastic bag ban" was in some ways well deserved: The Golden State's attempt to manage plastic shopping bags has been a fiasco.
But I disagreed with this line: "Yet, as is so often the case, California's attempt at addressing the problem only made it worse." When I moved to Los Angeles in the mid-1980s, the smog was so pervasive I didn't even realize the San Gabriel Mountains were visible from my window until a rain came two months in and momentarily parted the bad air.
Today, ongoing monitoring and specific regulatory programs have reduced contaminants dramatically thanks to aggressive regulation of polluters and automobiles. In the Bay Area, peak ozone concentrations have dropped to about one-third of the levels seen in the 1970s even though the population has increased by about 65 percent. Sewage contamination, which also used to be an issue, has improved substantially, too.
Ray Greene, Yucca Valley, California
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        CWG Live updates: Decreasing clouds this afternoon, winds howl tomorrow
        David Streit

        Windy but dry on Halloween before a good-looking weekend.

      

      
        Maryland state senator charged with extorting ex-consultant over an affair
        Perry Stein, Katie Mettler, Aaron Schaffer

        The Democrat from Baltimore was charged with eight crimes, according to a court docket.

      

      
        Maryland Gov. Moore gives $10M to food banks to help SNAP recipients
        Katie Shepherd

        The Democratic leader faced bipartisan calls from state lawmakers to help cover any gap in benefits during the government shutdown.

      

      
        Rising demand for energy is stripping away Maryland's farms
        Dana Munro

        The Maryland Piedmont Reliability Project transmission line project is the latest threat to farms in a state that has lost more than half its farmland since 1950.

      

      
        Here's how much snow will fall this winter in D.C., according to experts
        Jason Samenow

        Don't expect loads of the white stuff this winter, say long-range forecasting experts.

      

      
        Hear the ghost story of Mrs. Kyle, twice buried but alive in local lore
        Clarence Williams, Bishop Sand

        Ghost stories are preserved by the retelling. Here are two: one from colonial Virginia, complete with scratchy cassette recording, and another from 1970s Ohio.

      

      
        How the shutdown has hit D.C., by the numbers
        Michael Laris, Federica  Cocco, Olivia George, Rachel Weiner

        From Metro ridership to food bank lines, these numbers show how the shutdown is tearing through the Washington, D.C. region.

      

      
        D.C. residents air grievances about federal surge in Council hearing
        Jenny Gathright, Meagan Flynn

        Dozens of people testified before the D.C. Council about how the surge in federal law enforcement has altered their communities.

      

      
        Va. Democrats advance redistricting plan as GOP launches legal challenge
        Gregory S. Schneider, Erin Cox

        Despite Republicans' attempts to throw up roadblocks, a constitutional amendment on redistricting passes the Virginia House and heads next to the state Senate.

      

      
        Frustrations with Maryland's troubled foster care system fuel state hearing
        Katie Shepherd

        Maryland foster care system is under increasing scrutiny after a 16-year-old girl died while being housed in a hotel room.

      

      
        CWG Live updates: Evening showers and rain tonight; strong storm possible Thursday
        Dan Stillman

        Rain totals of 1 to 1.5 inches seem like a good bet. The rain is long gone by Halloween.

      

      
        Here's the redistricting plan Virginia Democrats want voters to approve
        Gregory S. Schneider, Erin Cox

        A constitutional amendment unveiled Tuesday would give state lawmakers the option to draw new congressional districts, but the power would be limited and temporary.

      

      
        D.C. homicides: Tracking the District's violent crime in 2025
        Washington Post staff

        An updating database and map of D.C. homicides in 2025. The pace of killings this year has slowed since 2023, when the District saw a generational spike.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Decreasing clouds this afternoon, winds howl tomorrow
Windy but dry on Halloween before a good-looking weekend.

(Jeannie in D.C.)


By David Streit, Ian Livingston, Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow | 2025-10-30
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Skies partially clear the afternoon with highs in the 60s and gusty winds.
What's next? Clear and dry with temperatures in the 50s on Halloween, but gusty winds pester trick-or-treaters. The weekend looks just fine with sunshine, decreasing winds and highs near 60.
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Justice
Maryland state senator charged with extorting ex-consultant over an affair
The Democrat from Baltimore was charged with eight crimes, according to a court docket.

Maryland and U.S. flags in Upper Marlboro, Maryland, on Oct. 15. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


By Perry Stein, Katie Mettler, Aaron Schaffer | 2025-10-30
Federal officials have charged Maryland state Sen. Dalya Attar, a Democrat from Baltimore, with extortion in a plot that allegedly involved surreptitious recordings of a political foe in bed with a romantic partner.
Attar allegedly threatened to expose the foe's affair in an effort to prevent her from saying negative things about Attar's 2022 candidacy, according to an indictment unsealed in federal court Thursday morning.
Attar, the first Orthodox Jewish woman to serve in the state Senate; her brother; and a third co-defendant are charged with eight counts related to extortion and wiretapping, according to the indictment.
The alleged target of the extortion was a consultant for Attar's 2018 House of Delegates campaign with whom she had a falling-out, the indictment says.
According to the indictment, the defendants arranged to plant hidden cameras in a smoke detector in an apartment that the former consultant was using and made recordings of her and the other victim.
Attar joined the state Senate in January after the seat was vacated and the Baltimore City Democratic Central Committee chose her to fill it. Gov. Wes Moore confirmed the nomination of Attar soon after.
She is now in a tight race against state Del. Malcolm P. Ruff (D-Baltimore City), a civil rights attorney, to occupy the seat for a full term.
The indictment charges Attar; Joseph Attar, a real estate developer in Baltimore who is identified in the indictment as her brother; and Kalman G. Finkelstein, who was the first Orthodox Jewish officer in the Baltimore Police Department since the 1960s, according to media reports.
Both men worked on Attar's campaign and, according to the indictment, conspired with her to track the victims and expose the affair.
The political consultant, who is not named in the indictment but is identified as Victim 1, is described as a dual citizen of the U.S. and Israel. She is a resident of Israel who has worked on both Democratic and Republican campaigns.
The indictment includes text messages the three defendants allegedly exchanged in 2022 as they tried to figure out how best to use their recordings to silence the political consultant. Prosecutors quoted the text messages in the indictment to show that Dalya Attar suspected the consultant was posting negative commentary about her online.
"We have one big bullet, and that bullet can be split into pieces, so if we show [Victim 1] a warning that we're willing to show the video, we're not afraid to show the video. It will scare [Victim 1,]" a text message sent from Dalya Attar to the two alleged co-conspirators stated, according to the indictment.
At one point, Joseph Attar allegedly met with one of the victims and showed the audio and video footage of the two in bed together, according to the indictment. He also texted with the political consultant, who was in Israel at the time, and threatened to release the video.
He suggested multiple times to the consultant that such a video would hurt her daughters' prospects of getting a suitable marriage prospect from a Jewish matchmaker.
"Please don't underestimate me," he texted.
Spokespeople for Attar did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
In a statement, state Senate President Bill Ferguson (D-Baltimore City) said, "This is the first we have been made aware of state Senator Dalya Attar's arrest and we don't have any additional information to provide at this time."
"The Senate of Maryland holds its members to the highest ethical standards as we serve our constituents, and we will continue to do so as we learn more about the alleged facts in the indictment," the statement said.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Maryland Gov. Moore gives $10M to food banks to help SNAP recipients
The Democratic leader faced bipartisan calls from state lawmakers to help cover any gap in benefits during the government shutdown.

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore helps sort food at the Anne Arundel County Food Bank in Crownsville on Thursday. (Katie Shepherd/The Washington Post)


By Katie Shepherd | 2025-10-30
Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) declared a state of emergency  Thursday and announced $10 million in state funds for food banks and partner organizations to support families as SNAP benefits are set to halt this weekend because of the prolonged federal government shutdown.
The announcement comes as some states -- including Virginia and New Mexico -- have vowed to temporarily cover some or all of any gap in food stamp benefits and as prominent Democrats and Republicans have urged Moore to use Maryland's rainy day fund to do the same.
Moore called the funding cliff a "human-made" disaster caused by President Donald Trump and Senate Republicans and criticized them for refusing to use contingency funds to pay for SNAP during the shutdown.
"What we are seeing from this federal administration is not just cruel, it's illegal," Moore said during an appearance at a food bank in Anne Arundel County. "They are breaking the law to show how cruel they can be ... This is heartless."
Food stamp benefits for millions of Americans are expected to lapse Saturday. Maryland is among more than two dozen states and D.C. that filed a lawsuit seeking to force the  Agriculture Department to use contingency money to continue the benefits. A hearing in the case is scheduled for Thursday.
Virginia plans to use surplus money to issue weekly SNAP benefits to residents after Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) issued a state of emergency last week.
Moore had previously said the state would not tap its short-term cash to help cover SNAP benefits because the Trump administration has not promised to reimburse states for doing so.
"I have no belief that the federal government is going to honor its promises," Moore said Thursday. "The idea that we should take the federal government at its word that it is going to reimburse these states, I think it is just continuing to show that we are giving the Trump administration too much credit, and credit, frankly, that they do not deserve."
Democratic leaders in the Maryland General Assembly and Comptroller Brooke E. Lierman (D) held a hearing Wednesday to explain how the state could use $123 million from the rainy day fund, which has more than $2 billion in reserves, to pay for SNAP in November. The state already has the technology needed to load benefits onto recipients' existing debit cards, so all that is needed would be emergency action by the governor to initiate the process, leaders said.
On Thursday morning, ahead of Moore's announcement, Minority Leader Del. Jason C. Buckel (R-Allegany) and the Republican caucus also  joined calls for Moore to use state funds to pay for SNAP, while also arguing that the Democrats in Maryland's congressional delegation should vote to end the shutdown as soon as possible.
"There certainly are sufficient reserves available to Governor Moore to pay some level of SNAP benefits for a period of time until the bickering politicians in DC can straighten themselves out and get the federal government running again reasonably, just as Governor Youngkin has done in Virginia," Buckel said in a statement.
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Maryland
Rising demand for energy is stripping away Maryland's farms
The Maryland Piedmont Reliability Project transmission line project is the latest threat to farms in a state that has lost more than half its farmland since 1950.

Renee Wilson feeds a horse near where a high-voltage transmission line is slated to cut through her horse pen. (Photos by Dana Munro/The Washington Post)


By Dana Munro | 2025-10-30
On a nippy fall evening, a golden sun cast a cinematic glow over Renee Wilson's small northern Maryland farm. Horses whinnied and cows snorted against the backdrop of cascading red and yellow hills.
In a small office near the stables and pigeon cage, Wilson pulled a large white file holder off a shelf and rifled through a wad of pamphlets. Each one offered her more money than the last to lease her land for energy projects, such as community solar and battery storage, for as long as 40 years.
Nexamp noted that owners of properties in the area are receiving $100,000 or more for their land each year. Lodestar Energy dangled $150,000 a year, and Chaberton Energy one-upped both with an offer up to $200,000 annually.
All this paper was wasted on Wilson.
"I have such a rich life without the money," she said.
But soon, Wilson and other Maryland farmers may not have a choice about what happens to at least some of their land.
A nearly 70-mile transmission line, called the Maryland Piedmont Reliability Project, is slated to cut through multiple farms in the northern portion of the state if the energy company building it can clear the necessary administrative hurdles. In all, more than 350 parcels will be affected.
As the state attempts to follow through on ambitious energy goals, including amping up its use of renewable energy, project managers and energy companies are turning to farmers like Wilson to help meet the growing demand.
It's the latest threat to an already dwindling supply of farmland in the state as Maryland's population grows and new neighborhoods sprout in once-rural areas. Since 1950, the state has lost more than half its farmland, with less than 2 million acres remaining in 2022, according to the most recent data available from the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Cows hang out with a donkey on Wilson's farm. 


Neither the transmission line nor the solar projects would destroy the land entirely. Solar panels would take the land underneath out of commission for farming for the duration of the lease. The land beneath the transmission lines could still be farmed, depending on the crops and machinery necessary to farm them, according to the Maryland Piedmont Reliability Project's website.
The transmission line project will help meet a spike in demand for electricity in the Mid-Atlantic spurred by clusters of data centers that are slated to be sited in Northern Virginia and, increasingly, across Maryland, said Jeffrey Shields, a spokesperson for PJM, the organization that manages the electric grid covering Maryland, 12 other states and D.C. Without those transmission lines and others planned in surrounding states, the grid's reliability would be in jeopardy, PJM has said.
The energy company PSEG was selected for the $424 million contract that covers the Maryland portion last year and is working toward getting allowances from the state to start building. Throughout the process, it hopes to work with farmers to address their individual concerns, said William Smith, a PSEG spokesperson.
But as the project moves forward, more property owners are resisting.
The company offered owners $1,000 to allow workers to enter and start surveying, Smith said. Owners of only 55 of the parcels took it. Owners of more than 300 parcels declined, he said. The company is now suing them all to legally enter without their permission.
Joanne Frederick, president of Stop MPRP, a group of property owners along the proposed route of the line who are opposed to the project, said PSEG's promises to the landowners seem disingenuous.
"To say 'We want to work with the landowners' is one thing. To actually do it is not what we're seeing on the ground," she said.
Farmers have concerns about a high-voltage electrical line hanging above their land, Frederick said. They've raised a number of them to the company. Some questions it answers, she said, some it hasn't, and some issues the company cannot solve.
Property values are one major concern, Frederick said. If the line drops their property values, they'll have a harder time using their land as collateral to obtain loans for equipment and other investments to upgrade their farming operations, she said. They'd also not be able to sell it for as much money later on.
There's an extra layer of concern for those in the agritourism subsector who run wedding venues or educational farms like Wilson's. Her success at the Farmyard hinges on maintaining its beauty to make it appealing for school field trips, horseback riding lessons and birthday parties.

Wilson says she needs to keep her property appealing for activities like horseback riding lessons and school field trips. 


She worries a series of towers and wires slicing through her horse pen could compromise the pristine look and slow her business. On her property, the proposed transmission line is slated to intersect with the electric fence that is designed to keep her horses from leaping out of their pasture and heading for nearby Interstate 83. Wilson is concerned she'd need to decommission that fence.
"It's kind of a fear of the unknown," she said as she ushered a cow named Latte back to its stable.
And this transmission line may just be the beginning as the state further tackles its energy goals. In 2022, the state's legislature passed a law declaring Maryland's intention to reach net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2045. The law emphasized the need to improve transmission infrastructure and support solar energy projects.
As the state's and region's energy needs grow, Wilson worries this could threaten not just individual farms but a way of life. Wilson's family has farmed in Baltimore County for more than 100 years, she said. She wanted to take up that mantle. Not all descendants of farming families do.
In western Montgomery County, Doug and Charlotte Boucher, both 75, inherited a farm from Charlotte's mom and aunt. Charlotte's grandfather was a dairy farmer. When he died in the early 1970s, her mother and aunt inherited the property. Because it was atypical for women to farm when they were growing up, the sisters never learned how, Doug Boucher said.
They became teachers and rented the property out to other farmers for crop production. When Doug and Charlotte moved to the farm in the late 1990s, they did the same, having no strong attachment themselves to the agrarian lifestyle.
The Bouchers made around $7,000 a year from renting about 50 acres to farmers, Doug Boucher said. But they became eager to transition the land to community solar use, which allows companies to install solar panels on the land to power nearby homes. A 2025 state law aimed at enhancing solar made it possible for them. They're now working on getting the permits, Boucher said.
As a lifelong environmentalist and retired climate researcher, he reasoned that dedicating his land to renewable energy better aligned with the legacy he wanted to leave behind than maintaining it for farming.
"We care about climate," Boucher said. "I know how serious the problem is, and I know that the fundamental solution to the climate change problem is to replace fossil fuels with renewable energy. This is a way to do it, to use our land to make a contribution."
And the money doesn't hurt, either. The Bouchers will make about $30,000 off 20 acres of the land each year, he said. That will help their kids keep pace with property taxes and maintenance once they inherit the farm.
Some farmers who don't have children interested in taking over view the land itself as their legacy.

Turkeys gather in a stable on Wilson's farm. 


In Dorchester County on the Eastern Shore, Libby Nagel farms wheat, corn and soybeans on property that's been in her family for a century. Her daughter, a neonatal intensive care unit nurse, would probably "have these farms sold before the blood was drained right out of my body," said Nagel, 69.
Nagel and her peers in that part of the state fought off a proposed transmission line project, the Mid-Atlantic Power Pathway line, in 2012, she said. She's been fending off offers from solar companies since. To protect the property, she's planning on putting it in a land trust so it can't be developed.
"My farms mean more to me than anything," Nagel said.
Beyond not having direct descendants willing to farm her land, she said, she sees a troubling trend where the career is becoming less attractive to future generations as existing farmers struggle to make sufficient profits.
"When your fertilize and seed bill is $350,000 to $400,000, you got to sell a lot of grain to be able to pay that bill," Nagel said.
The properties that remain for agricultural use, like Nagel's, will preserve a piece of the industry. But they only stand to collect weeds until someone decides to farm them.

Wilson hopes her property will show young people the benefits of the farming lifestyle. 


That's why Renee Wilson declines every offer on her land -- even one from the Wawa convenience store conglomerate offering $2 million to $4 million for just two or three acres, she said.
The purpose of her farm is to get young people interested in farming -- to teach them through field trips, camps and other educational activities how enriching the lifestyle can be, she said. Maybe, Wilson offered, that will send them on a trajectory to become farmers themselves someday.
As she refiled the pamphlets with money offers to lease her land back in the file holder and left her office, Wilson looked out on her small oasis.
A woman was holding a platinum-blond toddler petting a horse named Whistle. A young girl gripped the mane of a chestnut-brown horse as it sauntered toward soybean fields bathed in late-afternoon light. An elderly woman gently offered feed to a guinea fowl and a turkey. And Wilson headed off to a farm bureau meeting where she and other local farmers would continue the perennial conversation of how to preserve the farming industry in Maryland.
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Capital Weather Gang
Here's how much snow will fall this winter in D.C., according to experts
Don't expect loads of the white stuff this winter, say long-range forecasting experts.

Visitors enjoy heavy snow at the National Mall on Feb. 11, 2025. (Astrid Riecken For The Washington Post) 


By Jason Samenow | 2025-10-30
The days are trending colder and snow season is drawing closer. But don't expect loads of the white stuff this winter, say long-range forecasting experts from four private companies. They lean toward a mild-ish winter with less snow than normal.
These meteorologists cite the La Nina climate pattern as a primary reason for their conservative snowfall predictions. On average, La Nina winters bring less snow than normal to D.C. 
But not all of the forecasters we interviewed are calling for a tame winter and not all La Ninas are alike. A fifth expert, Paul Dorian from the company Arcfield Weather, is predicting a colder and snowier than average winter, arguing that this La Nina will fade.
Dorian was the only meteorologist of the group of five to correctly predict above-average snowfall last winter, which was also during a La Nina. It was D.C.'s first snowy winter in six years, with 14.9 inches at Reagan National Airport compared to the 1991-2020 average of 13.7 inches.
Below, find the predictions of all five meteorologists we interviewed -- along with their explanations.
Judah Cohen, Atmospheric and Environmental Research
	Snowfall forecast: 10.6 inches (below normal)
	Temperatures: Above normal
	Reasoning: Cohen is unique among seasonal forecasters for using the extent of snow cover over Eurasia and sea ice in the Barents-Kara sea region of the Arctic during October as a major influence in his outlooks. But he said the snow cover is near normal making it a "nonfactor" while the pattern of Arctic ice favors the above normal temperatures in the D.C. area and a tendency for storms to pass to the north. He noted that a pattern of easterly winds in the stratosphere, known as the Quasi-biennial Oscillation (QBO) can shift the winter colder and snowier, but that signal wasn't appearing in his own model.

Todd Crawford, Atmospheric G2
	Snowfall forecast: 8.8 inches (below normal)
	Temperatures: Slightly above normal.
	Reasoning: Crawford cited La Nina as playing the dominant role in his outlook. But he thinks that a breakdown in the polar vortex could allow for a period of stormy conditions. "We expect the coldest temperatures and driest weather, relative to normal, during the first half of the winter, with warmer and stormier conditions during the back half of winter," he said.

Paul Dorian, Arcfield Weather
	Snowfall forecast: 18.5 inches (above normal)
	Temperatures: Below normal
	Reasoning: Dorian expects the La Nina pattern to break down by the second half of winter when other weather patterns will take on a more important role. He expects the easterly Quasi-biennial Oscillation, also referenced by Cohen, to help set up the negative phase of the North Atlantic Oscillation, which often brings cold, stormy weather to the eastern United States.

Paul Pastelok, AccuWeather
	Snowfall forecast: 11 inches (below normal)
	Temperatures: Slightly above normal
	Reasoning: Pastelok conceded his outlook is low confidence and that he could make a case for either below average snowfall or a "heavy snow season." He said the winter could bear some resemblance to the winter of 2013-2014 which brought 32.0 inches of snow to D.C. noting the presence this year, as there was that year, of a pool of warm water over the northern Pacific Ocean -- known as the "blob." But he said the blob may set up farther west this winter. Like Crawford, he sees some potential for polar vortex disruption. "There can be some noticeable cold periods, especially early and end of the winter season with milder periods mixed in between," he said.

Matt Rogers, Commodity Weather Group
	Snowfall forecast: 10 inches
	Temperatures: Slightly below normal
	Reasoning: Rogers, also a contributor to the Capital Weather Gang, mentioned La Nina as the main reason for predicting below normal snow but cautioned that weaker events, as expected this winter, have sometimes brought "bigger storms that have flipped that narrative." Regarding temperatures, he pointed out that "La Ninas are notorious for their volatility with lots of back and forth warm and cold periods."

Taking these forecasts together, they are in general agreement with expectations from the National Weather Service. In its winter outlook released Oct. 16, it projected higher-than-normal odds for a mild winter in the Mid-Atlantic. The Weather Service does not produce a winter snowfall outlook but assigned "equal chances" for above- or below-normal precipitation.
The Capital Weather Gang will issue its own detailed winter outlook in early November.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
How the shutdown has hit D.C., by the numbers
From Metro ridership to food bank lines, these numbers show how the shutdown is tearing through the Washington, D.C. region.

Visitors at the Washington Monument on Monday. Many tourists did not know that the monument was closed due to the government shutdown. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Michael Laris, Federica  Cocco, Olivia George, Rachel Weiner | 2025-10-30
The government shutdown has cut off pay to about 1.4 million federal workers nationwide, impacting hundreds of thousands of government employees and others in D.C., Maryland and Virginia.
The deadlock that has frozen much of the U.S. government since Oct. 1 is threatening vital services -- from air traffic to food stamps -- raising profound questions about government dysfunction and the nation's future.
It has also rippled through individual lives. Here's a look at the shutdown's impact across the Washington region, by the numbers.
Number of pizzas a government contractor -- in line for free food with 61 others Oct. 24, and with two kids in college -- delivered on a recent day to help keep some income flowing
Food distributions of potatoes, peanut butter and other staples the Capital Area Food Bank added specifically for feds and contractors each week until the shutdown ends

A Department of Health and Human Services employee carries food from Capital Area Food Bank and Urban Outreach to his car. (Michael Laris/The Washington Post)


New unemployment claims filed by feds for the week ending Oct. 11
Those claims during the same week in 2024
Number of Smithsonian museums orthopedic surgeon Tony Chien from St. Louis County couldn't visit while in D.C. for an October conference

The National Air and Space Museum on Oct. 15. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Giant Panda Cams at the National Zoo streaming the shenanigans of Qing Bao and Bao Li to the public, due to the shutdown
Marriage licenses issued by D.C., under emergency legislation, after the federally funded Superior Court stopped doing so
Share of stops on one of Prime Tours' typical school trips to D.C. that had to be shifted due to closures

A sign at the Smithsonian's Air and Space Museum on Oct. 14. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


Of 98 Metro stations, number where ridership fell in the first half of October
Average daily number of federal workers taking the Metro in September
Average daily number in the first two weeks of October

Commuters at the L'Enfant Plaza Metro station on Oct. 1. (Al Drago/Getty Images)


Percentage drop in customers buying $18 cheesesteaks and chicken shawarma, or other specialties at the Perfect Food truck on the National Mall on a recent afternoon

The Perfect Food truck on the National Mall, across from the Smithsonian Metro station. (Michael Laris/The Washington Post)


Applications for shutdown relief loans of up to $5,000 received by the United States Senate Federal Credit Union this month
Applications for such loans during the last shutdown
Applicants seeking a $700 loan from a Maryland state program for unpaid federal employees who are still on the job
Number of pulled pork or chicken sandwiches Alexandria's Pork Barrel BBQ has donated to unpaid federal workers
How much faster than usual cars are driving out of D.C. on Interstate 66 during the evening commute
How much slower cars are driving into D.C. on that road in the middle of the day

Cars drive on Pennsylvania Avenue near the Capitol during morning traffic on Oct. 1. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


Drop in D.C. restaurant spending in the first two weeks of October vs. a year ago
Restaurant bookings down in D.C., week ending Oct. 14, year over year
Servings of Pepperoni Filibusters, a deep-fried pocket of pepperoni, mozzarella and marinara, sold at Capitol Hill's Tune Inn as part of a shutdown-branded special
Total sales of its Mini Mandates sliders
Decline in the hotel occupancy rate in D.C., Oct. 1-25 vs. a year earlier
Approximate percentage drop in sales of White House shot glasses, Trump baseball caps and other souvenirs at Hai Nguyen and Thi Pham's sidewalk stand this month on the Mall

A souvenir stand on the National Mall run by Hai Nguyen and Thi Pham. (Michael Laris/The Washington Post)


Number of tours Edward Davenport led around D.C. sites over the first three weeks of October

Edward Davenport has been running tours at the National Mall for more than 35 years. (Edward Davenport) 


Number Davenport, a guide for more than 35 years, led over the same stretch last year
h/t Harper's Index; federal workers impacted -- Bipartisan Policy Center; Hilary Salmon, Capital Area Food Bank; Smithsonian; National Zoo; marriage licenses -- D.C.'s Office of the Secretary, Oct. 14-29; Prime Tours; unemployment claims -- U.S. Department of Labor; food truck -- Mohammed Jaber; relief loans -- Arthur Green, United States Senate Federal Credit Union, as of Oct. 30; Maryland shutdown loans -- Dinah Winnick, Maryland Department of Labor, as of Oct. 21; pulled pork -- Mason Fillmore, area manager, Pork Barrel BBQ, count as of lunch Oct. 23; driving speeds -- transportation data firm INRIX, Theodore Roosevelt Bridge to Falls Church at 5 p.m., and the reverse at 1 p.m.; Metro ridership -- Washington Metro Transit Authority spokesperson, as of Oct. 21; restaurant bookings -- OpenTable; restaurant spending -- Consumer Edge; Tune Inn -- Stephanie Hulbert, general manager; occupancy rate -- CoStar; souvenir sales -- Hai Nguyen; tour totals -- Edward Davenport, ELD Touring Enterprises.
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D.C.
D.C. residents air grievances about federal surge in Council hearing
Dozens of people testified before the D.C. Council about how the surge in federal law enforcement has altered their communities. 

Federal law enforcement agents at a high school football game at Cardozo Education Campus in D.C. on Sept. 12. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


By Jenny Gathright, Meagan Flynn | 2025-10-29
A D.C. advisory neighborhood commissioner said his neighbor took weeks of leave from work, afraid they would encounter immigration authorities on their commute. Residents reported delivering groceries to families who feared going to the store. An organizer described a family where six members had been taken by immigration authorities -- including one husband-to-be on the eve of his wedding.
These were among the dozens of people who testified before the D.C. Council Wednesday about how the surge in federal law enforcement has altered their communities. Many at the hearing repeatedly registered their displeasure with city officials for failing to extricate the local police department from President Donald Trump's aggressive deportation agenda.
The hearing, held by D.C. Council member Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1), illustrated the toll that Trump's federal surge had taken on residents, particularly in its most immigrant-heavy neighborhoods. The testimony also showed widening distrust between residents and D.C.'s Metropolitan Police Department, which many people said they no longer saw as separate from immigration enforcement after repeatedly witnessing local police working alongside federal immigration agents.
"While the mayor has said that immigration enforcement is not what MPD does, what schools are witnessing on the ground tells a different story," said Rachel Johnston, chief of staff at the D.C. Charter School Alliance, adding that "school leaders are now questioning whether calling MPD in an emergency could make communities less safe."
Immigration enforcement has accelerated in the District since August, when Trump declared a crime emergency in the city and ordered a 30-day federalization of the city's police department. During the month-long takeover, D.C. police were frequently seen alongside agents with Immigration and Customs Enforcement and other immigration authorities, particularly at traffic checkpoints and at stops of delivery drivers on mopeds.
At the conclusion of the 30 days, D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) said D.C. police would no longer participate in immigration enforcement. But even after the emergency's end, photos and videos have shown D.C. police cruisers parked next to cars marked U.S. Customs and Border Protection and D.C. police officers next to masked agents in vests labeled HSI for Homeland Security Investigations, whose portfolio also includes immigration-related investigations.
In two of those videos, men detained by D.C. police ended up in Immigration and Customs Enforcement custody, The Washington Post reported. In one of those cases, which occurred outside a bilingual charter school, a D.C. police officer handed a man off to a Homeland Security officer -- releasing his handcuffs, then passing his wrists to the federal officer, who took him into custody.
Earlier this month, a Homeland Security Investigations agent shot at an unarmed Black man in a car while patrolling with D.C. police -- an incident that has sparked questions about transparency because police did not mention the gunfire in court filings. Council member Kenyan R. McDuffie (I-At Large) sent a letter to D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith on Tuesday to request more information about the incident -- and to also make clear that he does "not support the continued participation of Immigration and Customs Enforcement agencies like HSI in MPD-led joint task-force patrols in the District."
Scores of residents took the mic Wednesday to share that they had personally witnessed people detained by immigration authorities -- and said that in many of those cases, D.C. police officers were present, even after the end of the emergency.
Petworth resident Eliza Cava quoted an undocumented neighbor who had lived in the city for nearly two decades: "Every time I go outside the house, my throat gets tight," the neighbor told Cava. "I feel like I can't talk."
Johnston said one charter school had been spending $20,000 a month on special transportation -- the only way, she said, to ensure that many immigrant students actually make it to school in the current climate.
And while they acknowledged that immigration enforcement is led by the federal government, residents repeatedly blamed their city officials -- particularly Bowser -- for failing to separate the local police department from immigration authorities, and for failing to be clear about what her police department is and is not doing.
"Mayor Muriel E. Bowser previously rallied in our neighborhoods, labeling herself as a champion for immigrants," said one organizer with Colectivo de Familias Migrantes. "Today she betrays us, handing our community over to masked agents."
Bowser has taken a muted approach to Trump's second term, avoiding public confrontation with the goal of not inflaming tensions as he has repeatedly targeted the District. She has criticized federal immigration enforcement for "terrorizing" D.C. residents, but has argued that she does not have the power to stop them.
Asked at a housing-related event in Friendship Heights on Wednesday what she would say to residents complaining about how she has handled the situation, Bowser said, "I just talked to a lot of residents here. Nobody told me that they were upset with me. In fact, what they told me is, 'Thank you, mayor, for your leadership during unprecedented times.'"
Bowser then dismissed the council hearing as political. "I know that we have entered a political season and elections are approaching. You have council members doing very unusual things, like having hearings over issues they have no jurisdiction over," she said. "I regard it as, the council can do what it wants to do, but obviously I'm always listening to residents."
The council's public safety committee, which has jurisdiction over D.C. police, has not called a hearing on immigration enforcement. Nadeau, who announced last month that she would not seek reelection next year, called one of her own because her committee oversees the city's human rights office. In her view, the hearing was meant to explore whether the ongoing immigration enforcement activity amounts to discrimination and a violation of residents' human rights.
Bowser has said in recent weeks that she was working to remove officers from the Department of Homeland Security from a task force where local and federal law enforcement have been working together. The Department of Homeland Security includes ICE, Customs and Border Protection and Homeland Security Investigations.
Asked Monday at a news conference whether she had an update on that work, she said she did not. When a reporter asked whether Smith, standing next to Bowser at the news conference, had an update to share about collaboration with immigration enforcement, Bowser said "she doesn't either."
Many residents on Wednesday demanded additional oversight and called for the council to hold a hearing where D.C. police leadership would be invited to testify and answer questions about immigration enforcement. Public safety committee chair Brooke Pinto (D-Ward 2) has not scheduled such a hearing; on Wednesday, she said in a written statement that she "conduct[s] oversight of MPD every single day to ensure that the rights of District residents are protected," and noted there are several upcoming hearings on unrelated topics where police officials would testify before her committee.
Nadeau said it was clear to her after the hearing that the council needed to take a look at the Sanctuary Values Amendment Act, which places some guardrails on local law enforcement's collaboration with federal immigration authorities. She was concerned that it left room for D.C. police to help federal authorities with people not in their custody -- evidenced by an executive order Smith issued in August that said local law enforcement officers could share information about people not in custody with federal immigration agencies, including at traffic stops.
But Nadeau acknowledged that D.C. had been targeted by the Trump administration and Congress -- which has the power to block laws passed by the D.C. Council -- for being a so-called "sanctuary city." The GOP-led House of Representatives voted in June to nullify D.C.'s sanctuary law.
"The council really does need to take that up. That said, I don't know how realistic it is that we can actually get that done with a hostile Congress and a hostile president. So that's the challenge," said Nadeau. "What can we do now if we can't update the law?"
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Virginia Politics
Va. Democrats advance redistricting plan as GOP launches legal challenge
Despite Republicans' attempts to throw up roadblocks, a constitutional amendment on redistricting passes the Virginia House and heads next to the state Senate. 

House Speaker Don Scott (D-Portsmouth) called the suit "frivolous" and "a clear attack on legislative priority and the separation of powers." (Mike Kropf/AP)


By Gregory S. Schneider, Erin Cox | 2025-10-29
RICHMOND -- Democrats in the Virginia House of Delegates gave initial approval Wednesday to a constitutional amendment that could empower the General Assembly to draw new congressional maps next year, sending the matter on a party-line vote to the state Senate for consideration.
The 51-42 House vote, with every Democrat in favor and every Republican either opposed or absent, came on a day in a special legislative session when tempers ran high and GOP lawmakers launched challenges against the effort on multiple fronts.
Shortly before the House action, a judge in Tazewell County -- in a heavily Republican area in the far southwest corner of the state -- rejected a petition for an emergency restraining order to stop the proceedings that three top Republican lawmakers had filed. Their lawsuit will continue to move forward, however. Republicans used procedural maneuvers in the Senate to both try to block the proceedings and to build a record that they find the special session illegal.
The amendment effort "is unconstitutional because such acts are the usurpations of an illegally constituted body. But Defendants don't seek to pass just any act. They seek to strike at the very Constitution of the Commonwealth ... and deprive Plaintiffs of their constitutional privilege of participating in redistricting," Tazewell County lawyer Michael A. Thomas wrote in court filings on behalf of Senate Minority Leader Ryan T. McDougle (R-Hanover); Sen. William M. Stanley Jr. (R-Franklin); and House Minority Leader Terry G. Kilgore (R-Scott).
None of the three lawmakers responded to requests for comment; a spokesman for the House Republican Caucus declined to comment.
House Speaker Don Scott (D-Portsmouth) called the suit "frivolous" and "a clear attack on legislative priority and the separation of powers."
Democratic leaders of the House and Senate summoned lawmakers to Richmond on Monday for a special legislative session to consider the proposed amendment. They cast the effort as a response to President Donald Trump's push to create more Republican-leaning congressional seats in red states.
The language of the proposed amendment would not displace Virginia's bipartisan redistricting commission, which is designed to meet every 10 years to create political districts based on the U.S. census. Under the amendment, the General Assembly could draw new congressional maps before the next census if other states are doing the same -- which they already are -- potentially allowing the political party in control to gerrymander the state's 11 congressional districts. State legislative districts are not included in the proposal.
Those powers would expire in 2030, and the bipartisan commission would draw maps then as usual.
In a House committee meeting Wednesday, a Republican lawmaker asked why the proposal includes a "sunset" provision.
Del. Rodney T. Willett (D-Henrico), who sponsored the measure in the House, said it's because he hopes Trump's actions to initiate gerrymandering in other states are an isolated situation.
"It's unprecedented what's happening in the country right now and this is our only way to address it," Willett said, adding that creating GOP seats in other states alters the balance of power in Congress and unfairly diminishes the influence of Virginia's Democratic representatives.
The amendment still has a long journey before it could go into effect. If the state Senate votes for it as expected on Friday, the General Assembly would have to approve it again after an election of the House of Delegates. All 100 seats in the House are up for election Tuesday, along with the offices of governor, lieutenant governor and attorney general. (The state Senate, where Democrats also hold a narrow majority, is not up for election.)
Should Democrats keep their House majority, they'd have to take up the amendment and pass it again in the legislative session that begins in January. Then they could call a referendum and put the matter to the state's voters next spring or summer. The constitutional amendment would also need to survive the legal challenges Republicans have vowed to mount.
The one launched Wednesday is based in part on the argument that this year's election is already underway, meaning it's too late to take up a constitutional amendment. Republicans also argue that the special legislative session has not been properly established to take up such a matter.
Senate Republicans and Lt. Gov Winsome Earle-Sears (R), who presides over the chamber, tried to shut down proceedings Wednesday by arguing the special session could not continue without the approval of two-thirds of senators -- not the simple majority Democrats planned to use. It was just one of several roadblocks to slow and derail the redistricting effort using legislative maneuvers.
Sen. Mark J. Peake (R-Lynchburg) proposed expanding the special session to address resolutions "condemning political violence" and "condemning politicians who wish death on children and families of elected officials," an apparent reference to text messages Democratic attorney general nominee Jay Jones sent in 2022 about a then-colleague.
Expanding the session that way would have slowed progress on getting the constitutional amendment passed. The attempt failed.
In the House, Republicans repeatedly argued that Virginia's historic role as the cradle of American democracy means it should not follow the actions of other states. "Two wrongs do not make a right, despite what may be happening on the federal level," Del. James A. "Jay" Leftwich Jr. (R-Chesapeake) said.
Del. Marcia S. "Cia" Price (D-Newport News) called that argument "a deafening hypocrisy," adding that "I have yet to see you say anything about what your president has done."
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Maryland
Frustrations with Maryland's troubled foster care system fuel state hearing
Maryland foster care system is under increasing scrutiny after a 16-year-old girl died while being housed in a hotel room.

The Maryland State House in Annapolis. (Michael Robinson Chavez/The Washington Post)


By Katie Shepherd | 2025-10-29
Maryland lawmakers on Wednesday grilled Human Services Secretary Rafael J. Lopez over how his agency handles hotel placements, medical exams and other services for foster children, highlighting frustration over long-standing problems that may have contributed to the death of a 16-year-old girl in state custody last month.
"You all knew that you had problems, and yet those problems continued for quite a long time," said Del. Steven J. Arentz, a Republican who represents Kent, Queen Anne's, and parts of Cecil and Caroline counties. "And we lost a life, and we don't even know what happened to the other kids in hotels."
Lawmakers from both parties asked Lopez and other representatives of the Department of Human Services about 14 unsatisfactory findings from an audit published in September.
Lopez and his colleagues said they agreed with most of the audit's findings and were committed to making major changes within the agency. The secretary emphasized that some of that work is already underway, including an effort to remove all children from hotels by Nov. 24.
"In most instances, people might not welcome the critique [of an audit]," Lopez said. "But I, as secretary of the Department of Human Services, welcome that because, as they have pointed out and as we have seen, these items have been long-standing and we want to talk a little bit about how we are trying to course correct and transform a department."
Lopez said the agency is working urgently on several fronts to improve the agency. Among them: hiring more case workers and enhancing staff trainings, ensuring that the agency is consistent with its services and that they are in line with those of local social service departments that serve foster care children, and revamping policies that may be failing now or have in the recent past.
Last week, the department promised to stop placing foster children in hotels, office buildings and other unlicensed settings.
A new directive issued by Lopez ordered the local and state agencies that administer foster care to "immediately stop facilitating stays in unlicensed settings." According to a memo, all children currently residing in hotels or other inappropriate locations must be moved by Nov. 24.
"As of this morning, there are five youth in hotels," Lopez told lawmakers, adding that plans are underway to place those children with licensed providers.
At least 280 Maryland children were housed in hotels between fiscal years 2023 and 2024, according to a department statement. The nightly average number of children in that situation has gone down, from 41 on Jan. 31, 2023.
In the hours before the Wednesday hearing began, Republicans in Annapolis called on Gov. Wes Moore (D) to remove Lopez from his position after the Baltimore Banner reported that the new ban on hotel and office placements had already been violated within days of taking effect.
"After nearly three full years in office, we have little confidence that Secretary Lopez is the leadership solution to these serious and systemic problems," House Minority Leader Jason C. Buckel (R-Allegany) said in a statement.
Sen. Shelly L. Hettleman (D-Baltimore County), who chairs the Joint Audit and Evaluation Committee and has raised concerns about foster care children being housed for long periods of time in hospitals without medical need, asked Lopez whether hospital overstays were included in his new policy. Lopez said hospitals were not included, but they would be addressed within a year.
The September audit identified 14 alleged failings within the Social Services Administration, which operates under Lopez's department. One of the most striking findings involved a lack of proper background checks of foster care providers who come into contact with the children.
According to the audit, the agency was unaware of seven individuals on the sex offender registry who were living at addresses associated with guardianship homes. The audit also found that the agency did not review background checks for vendors that provide one-on-one care in settings like hotels and identified one vendor that employed someone previously convicted of murder.
In another instance, the audit found the agency failed to identify a group foster care employee previously convicted of sexual assault of a minor and who was later found to be involved in inappropriate activity with three foster care children.
The audit also found that the state was not ensuring that foster care children received adequate health and dental care. It alleged that the Social Services Administration was not properly maintaining trust accounts for portions of federal benefits that must be set aside for foster children to receive when they leave foster care. And the agency failed to comply with a federal review that previously identified problems across the agency, resulting in fines of $698,296.
In its response to the audit, Human Services agreed to make changes to address some of the findings. But officials with the agency disputed whether it has the authority to enhance background checks, especially for guardianship placements after a child has been placed in a home by court order.
"The safety and well-being of Maryland's children are our highest priority. As such, we take the findings of this audit with the utmost seriousness," Lopez wrote in a letter responding to the audit. "We are enhancing our internal quality control, raising standards, and improving our information system of record to better monitor performance."
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Evening showers and rain tonight; strong storm possible Thursday
Rain totals of 1 to 1.5 inches seem like a good bet. The rain is long gone by Halloween.

(Jeannie in D.C./Flickr)


By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow | 2025-10-29
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Showers become more likely through evening with steadier rain arriving after 8 or 9 p.m. Some rain is heavy overnight, with a thunderstorm possible toward morning.
What's next? Rain turns showery again with time Thursday morning, but a strong or severe storm is possible into midday. Clearing out Thursday afternoon in time for a dry and breezy Halloween Friday.
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Virginia Politics
Here's the redistricting plan Virginia Democrats want voters to approve
A constitutional amendment unveiled Tuesday would give state lawmakers the option to draw new congressional districts, but the power would be limited and temporary.

Virginia Democrats on Tuesday unveiled a limited and temporary plan for redrawing congressional districts. (Mike Kropf/AP)


By Gregory S. Schneider, Erin Cox | 2025-10-29
RICHMOND -- Virginia Democrats on Tuesday unveiled a limited and temporary plan for redrawing congressional districts, detailing for the first time a proposal at the center of a whirlwind special session of the General Assembly underway this week.
The proposed constitutional amendment would give lawmakers emergency powers to create a new map -- but only when other states do the same, and the powers would expire at the end of this decade.
The specifics of the proposed constitutional amendment -- which voters would have to approve next year -- had been a mystery as Democratic leaders summoned lawmakers to the State Capitol just a week before Virginia's closely watched Nov. 4 election. Republicans called it a power grab, but Democrats said they are responding to the redistricting arms race touched off by President Donald Trump's push to create more GOP-leaning congressional seats in red states.
"We have a political minority trying to claim power by any means they can," Senate Majority Leader Scott A. Surovell (D-Fairfax) said of Republicans during floor debate. "This body was created to fight that kind of tyranny."
The Democrats' proposal would give the General Assembly the option to create new congressional maps outside the usual 10-year redistricting process. It would leave intact a bipartisan redistricting commission created through an amendment to the Virginia constitution that passed five years ago with overwhelming voter support. The commission would take up the next scheduled reapportionment in 2030 regardless of whether new districts were drawn in the meantime.
"There's no maps, no proposal to dissolve the commission or anything else," state Sen. Mamie Locke (D-Hampton), one of the Democrats crafting the plan, said in the Senate. "At the end of the day, it will be the voters' decision."
The plan requires amending the Virginia constitution, a complicated process. The amendment has to pass the General Assembly twice, once before and once after a House of Delegates election. All 100 seats in the House are on Virginia's Nov. 4 ballot this year, along with the offices of governor, lieutenant governor and attorney general.
Democrats hope to pass the proposal this week and, if they maintain their majority in the House this fall, consider it again in the regular General Assembly session that starts in January. If the measure is passed a second time, the proposed amendment would have to go before voters in a special referendum next spring or summer -- a tight timeline required if lawmakers want to use the new power to create new districts for the 2026 congressional midterms.
"It gives us the option. We want to see what's happening in these other states," Surovell said in a brief interview.
At Trump's behest, the redistricting frenzy kicked off over the summer in Texas, which passed a new election map favorable to Republicans, and then spread to other states. GOP lawmakers in Missouri and North Carolina took quick action. Indiana Gov. Mike Braun (R) just announced he would call a special session for his state's legislature to draw new districts, and other states are considering similar plans. Next week, California voters will consider whether to create a new map that could favor Democrats.
Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) issued a sharply worded letter Tuesday criticizing the Virginia General Assembly for joining the bandwagon, putting him in the unusual position of decrying a process begun by the leader of his party.
"This is nothing more than a shameless 11th hour political power grab and attempt to distract voters from the issues at hand in the current election," wrote Youngkin, who like all Virginia governors is prohibited from seeking a consecutive second term. "Those issues are about character, and while I am extremely disappointed, I am not at all surprised that House and Senate Democrat leadership would pursue this action to thwart the will of the voters on behalf of national Democrat organizations that have made hundreds of thousands of dollars in contributions to support redistricting in Virginia."
He and other Republicans have noted that the National Democratic Redistricting Committee (NDRC) last week donated $150,000 each to gubernatorial nominee Abigail Spanberger and the Virginia House Democratic Caucus.
The NDRC said the donations are connected to endorsements that it made in September, not to the redistricting special session, and pointed out that it has contributed to Virginia campaigns each election cycle since the organization was established in 2017.
Republicans have vowed to fight the redistricting effort in court, and Attorney General Jason S. Miyares (R) added ammunition to the GOP legal arsenal Tuesday by issuing an advisory opinion that effectively concludes it is too late for any constitutional amendment to be enacted before the 2026 midterms.
Responding to a request for an opinion from House Minority Leader Terry Kilgore (R-Scott), Miyares wrote that Virginia is in the middle of an election because early voting began in September. Any constitutional amendment approved this week, he wrote, could not get a second vote by the General Assembly until after the 2027 election.
Miyares is running for reelection against Democrat Jay Jones.
Democrats contend that state law has always held that elections officially take place on Election Day.
On Tuesday, Republicans who had not yet seen the language of the proposed amendment suggested that any change to the redistricting process would violate the will of voters who supported creation of a bipartisan commission.
"We looked Virginia voters in the eye and promised them something fundamental, that Virginia would pick their representatives and not the other way around," Sen. William M. Stanley (R-Franklin) said. "Why are we attacking a constitutional amendment that is merely five years old and has been used once? What we should not do is abandon this commitment just because the circumstances in Washington have changed."
Democrats argued that's precisely why they propose opening this process.
"Potentially giving the voters a choice to revisit their past decision in a small way under extraordinary circumstances undermines no one," said Sen. Adam P. Ebbin (D-Alexandria).
Debate quickly turned to Virginia's role in the founding of American democracy, with Democrats saying the state must now act to preserve it from the actions of Trump.
"We have somebody across the river who basically thought he got elected king. We have someone who ignores the law on a regular basis. We have someone basically doesn't pay attention to the restrictions of the United States Constitution," Surovell said.
If Trump thought he was king, Sen. Richard Stuart (R-King George) replied, Surovell "would be beheaded for what he just said."
Virginia is not Texas or North Carolina, Stuart added, referring to two of the states that have redrawn their congressional boundaries to help aid Republicans in D.C. "Nor should we act like them," he said. "We are part of the oldest legislative body in the country. We should be different and we should be better. ... When you allow this body to become a political pawn of D.C., then we've lost something that we're never going to get back. And I hope you all give that a lot of thought."
The House of Delegates and Senate are slated to begin considering the proposed amendment on Wednesday, with work likely to stretch through Friday -- ending just in time for a final weekend of campaigning ahead of Election Day.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/10/28/virginia-redistricting-assembly-trump-amendment/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Local Crime & Public Safety
D.C. homicides: Tracking the District's violent crime in 2025
An updating database and map of D.C. homicides in 2025. The pace of killings this year has slowed since 2023, when the District saw a generational spike.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-10-29
An updating database and map of D.C. homicides in 2025.
Homicides in the District dropped about 30 percent in 2024, part of an across-the-board dip in crime. D.C. officials attributed the decline to new laws that eased some police procedures, made it easier for judges to hold more defendants before trial and stiffened punishments from crimes ranging from retail theft to gun offenses.
Homicides in D.C. dropped in 2024 to levels more on par with other cities across the country. While the number of killings spiked in 2023, they did not reach the numbers that occurred during the late 1980s and early 1990s, when the District was dubbed the nation's murder capital because of bloodshed fueled by the crack epidemic.
While the number of homicides varies from year to year, the concentration of killings remains constant: areas east of the Anacostia River in wards 7 and 8.
The gunfire so far this year has claimed several lives, including a 14-year-old killed in a robbery in Southwest Washington. Police charged another 14-year-old with murder.
About this story
The Washington Post's homicide tracker is based on data compiled by Post reporters after police release information about individual homicides in 2025. Data collected by The Post includes victim gender and age and the method of killing. Homicide data will be updated weekly or as needed. Historical homicide data, provided to add context, was obtained from the FBI's database.
Graphics by Eric Lau.
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Tech
AI spending is helping prop up the economy. Now it's getting stronger.
Google, Meta and Microsoft will spend billions of dollars more on AI infrastructure this year and next, expanding a boom driving U.S. economic growth.

Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg said Wednesday that his company would increase its spending on artificial intelligence, despite the risk of overinvestment. (Jeff Chiu/AP)


By Gerrit De Vynck, Naomi Nix | 2025-10-30
SAN FRANCISCO -- Google and other large tech firms have taken an outsize role in the U.S. economy this year, becoming major drivers of economic growth by spending hundreds of billions on building data centers to power artificial intelligence software.
Now the sector's economic sway is poised to grow further, after Google, Meta and Microsoft said Wednesday that they would spend more than previously expected on AI infrastructure. The announcements, made in quarterly earnings releases, came hours after the Federal Reserve cut interest rates, citing an uncertain job market.
Tech giants' pledges to increase AI investment come after industry leaders including Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg have said the sector has inflated a financial bubble around the technology that could burst, causing a downturn for tech firms that could ripple across the economy.
The revised spending plans mean that Google, Meta, Microsoft and Amazon are set to spend nearly $370 billion this year on construction of data centers, electricity-guzzling facilities packed with powerful computer chips used to create and run AI software such as ChatGPT.
Google chief financial officer Anat Ashkenazi said on an earnings call Wednesday that the company would spend between $91 billion and $93 billion this year on AI, an increase from its previous estimate of $85 billion.
Meta said its AI spending would be at the high end of its previous estimate of $66 billion to $72 billion and "notably larger" next year, in commentary released with its earnings report Wednesday. Microsoft said in its own report that it also expects its AI spending to grow in 2026, increasing from its anticipated outlay of $80 billion this year.
Recent investments in AI data centers and business spending on AI software dwarf previous tech booms such as the initial investment in internet infrastructure. By translating into more business for not just the tech sector, but also construction, trucking and energy firms, AI investment has delivered an economic shot in the arm that has helped boost U.S. economic growth despite flagging consumer spending and a softening labor market.
But the spending spree has fueled concerns among economists and tech leaders that the hopes for huge profits from AI products have created a massive financial bubble.
Despite the popularity of apps such as OpenAI's ChatGPT, the chatbot and many other recent AI ventures remain unprofitable. A pullback on AI spending and expectations for the technology could harm tech companies dependent on speculative investment, undermine businesses across the nation that have been buoyed by data center construction and wipe billions off the value of tech stocks sitting in retirement accounts.

An xAI data center under construction in Memphis in April. (Brandon Dill/For The Washington Post)


OpenAI chief executive Sam Altman and Meta's Zuckerberg have committed to huge spending on AI infrastructure, but both have also said they believe the industry has created an investment bubble that could lead to financial losses for some companies. The Washington Post has a content partnership with OpenAI.
Zuckerberg said on Meta's earnings call Wednesday that the company's drive to build "superintelligence" -- a term for machines hoped to one day outperform humans in every way -- makes the risk of overinvestment worthwhile.
"Some people think that we'll get there in a few years. Others think it will be five, seven years or longer," Zuckerberg said. "I think it's the right strategy to aggressively front-load building capacity so that way we're prepared for the most optimistic cases."
Meta's increased spending will impact its profit margins, putting more pressure on the company to show it can make money from AI, Josh Beck, an analyst with Raymond James, said in a note to clients Thursday.
Zuckerberg acknowledged that Meta may be overspending on AI but said that if the technology didn't deliver as hoped, the company could adjust. "In the worst case, we would just slow-building new infrastructure for some period while we grow into what we build," he said.
A major slowdown in data center construction would have knock-on effects outside of the tech industry, including in the energy sector, where the facilities' power demands have increased electricity consumption and brought new investment.
On Tuesday, Google said it would reopen a defunct nuclear power plant in Iowa to provide more electricity to power its facilities. The deal follows one struck by Microsoft last year to reopen the Three Mile Island nuclear plant in Pennsylvania. This week, OpenAI asked the White House to double the amount of new electrical power generation the United States builds each year, to compete with China's ability to provide more energy to its own AI industry.
Investors continue to bet that the tech industry's huge expectations for AI will be met.
Nvidia, the computer chip company whose products are instrumental to training AI algorithms, on Wednesday became the first company to reach a market value of more than $5 trillion. Its stock rose after President Donald Trump mused ahead of his meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping that he may ease restrictions on sales of the company's most powerful chips in China.
Wednesday's announcements suggest investors will continue to back companies driving and benefiting from the AI investment boom, Gene Munster, managing partner of Deepwater Asset Management, said in a video posted on X. "These companies are continuing to talk about spending and investing much more than we thought three, six months ago," he said. "The AI trade is intact."
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Tech Policy
U.S. agencies back banning popular home WiFi device, citing national security risk
The Commerce Department has proposed barring sales of TP-Link products, citing a national security risk from its China ties, people familiar with the matter said. 

The Commerce Department led an interagency risk assessment of TP-Link home routers that concluded a ban is warranted for national security reasons. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Joseph Menn | 2025-10-30
More than a half-dozen federal departments and agencies backed a proposal to ban future sales of the most popular home routers in the United States on the grounds that the vendor's ties to mainland China make them a national security risk, according to people briefed on the matter and a communication reviewed by The Washington Post.
The proposal, which arose from a months-long risk assessment, calls for blocking sales of networking devices from TP-Link Systems of Irvine, California, which was spun off from a China-based company, TP-Link Technologies, but owns some of that company's former assets in China. The ban was proposed by the Commerce Department and supported this summer by an interagency process that includes the Departments of Homeland Security, Justice and Defense, the people said.
"TP-Link vigorously disputes any allegation that its products present national security risks to the United States," Ricca Silverio, a spokeswoman for TP-Link Systems, said in a statement. "TP-Link is a U.S. company committed to supplying high-quality and secure products to the U.S. market and beyond."
If imposed, the ban would be among the largest in consumer history and a possible sign that the East-West divide over tech independence is still deepening amid reports of accelerated Chinese government-supported hacking. Only the legislated ban of Chinese-owned TikTok, which President Donald Trump has averted with executive orders and a pending sale, would impact more U.S. consumers.
None of the agencies involved responded to requests to comment on the proposal, which is now back in the hands of Commerce. While Commerce initially proposed the ban and sought the interagency review, it has taken no action since that process was completed. It could still decide to not issue a ban against TP-Link routers or could reach an agreement with the company for a different resolution of its concerns. The White House, which the people said supported the proposed ban, could also change its mind.
A former senior Defense Department official and two other people familiar with the details described the ban proposal to The Post; they spoke on the condition of anonymity to reveal internal deliberations. One of those people and four other current officials confirmed that the proposal had secured interagency approval.
A White House spokesperson asked about the proposed ban declined to address it specifically. "We are aware of active efforts by the Chinese government to exploit critical security vulnerabilities and are working with all relevant parties to assess exposure and mitigate the damage," the spokesperson said.
Trump met Chinese leader Xi Jinping on Thursday in South Korea, where they reached an agreement that lowered the temperature of the conflict over trade between the two countries. The negotiations leading to that deal have made any move toward banning TP-Link routers less likely in the near term, two of the people said. One of them said the administration viewed TP-Link as a bargaining chip in further U.S.-China trade talks.
A spokesman for TP-Link Systems, Jeff Seedman, called it "nonsensical to suggest" that any measure taken against the company could serve as a "bargaining chip" in U.S.-China talks. "Any adverse action against TP-Link would have no impact on China, but would harm an American company," he said.
Commerce officials concluded TP-Link Systems products pose a risk because the U.S.-based company's products handle sensitive American data and because the officials believe it remains subject to jurisdiction or influence by the Chinese government. TP-Link Systems denies that, saying that it fully split from the Chinese TP-Link Technologies over the past three years. The Commerce proposal mentions the prospect that the company could offer a deal after notification that would satisfy the government and forestall a ban, one of the people said, but the government would have to be certain that key hardware and software was being developed without influence from China.
TP-Link Systems has sole ownership of some engineering, design and manufacturing capabilities in China that were once part of China-based TP-Link Technologies and operates them without Chinese government supervision, according to company spokeswoman Silverio. TP-Link Technologies serves only the Chinese market, she said. U.S.-based TP-Link Systems has about 500 employees in the U.S. and about 11,000 in China, Silverio said, adding that some of them work in facilities physically adjacent to those still owned by TP-Link Technologies.

(iStock) 


TP-Link Systems's website says it has 36 percent of the U.S. market for home routers by direct unit sales, while other estimates and congressional testimony put the share above 50 percent. A substantial portion of TP-Link routers and those of its competitors are purchased or leased through internet service providers, industry analysts said.
Federal regulations partly based on executive orders issued by Trump in his first term and by President Joe Biden empower the commerce secretary to make a risk assessment of transactions in "information and communications technology or services" that involve material from entities "controlled by, or subject to the jurisdiction or direction of foreign adversaries" and may therefore pose an "undue or unacceptable" security risk.
Last year, Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo blocked U.S. sales of antivirus software from Russia's Kaspersky Lab, noting the extensive access such security programs have to computers. "Russia has shown it has the capacity -- and even more than that, the intent -- to exploit Russian companies like Kaspersky to collect and weaponize the personal information of Americans, and that's why we are compelled to take the action we are taking today," Raimondo said at the time. Kaspersky denied that its U.S. activities posed a security risk.
Under the law, if the commerce secretary determines there is a security risk from foreign-influenced technology, the department can suggest ways to mitigate those risks. In the case of TP-Link Systems, Commerce officials decided that no mitigation short of a prohibition would suffice, according to the people briefed on the interagency review.
Seedman said any concerns "are fully resolvable by a common-sense mix of measures like onshoring key development functions, making strong and coordinated investments in cybersecurity, and being transparent with the government." TP-Link Systems, he added, "has repeatedly sought Commerce's input as to where the government believes there could be residual concerns. Commerce has so far not responded to TP-Link's outreach in that regard."
The proposed ban's approval by the other federal departments returned it to Commerce, leaving the department free to issue a formal notification to TP-Link Systems that would give the company 30 days to respond. Commerce would then have 30 days to consider any objections before any ban would take effect.
The Post could not determine why Commerce has not taken further action. Some of those briefed said officials might by leery of stepping on any toes in the White House, especially amid trade talks with China that involve other technology issues. More recently, the government shutdown has become the top priority at Commerce and is occupying the time of the officials who remain on the job, the people said.
None of those interviewed for this article said they knew of any substantive objections inside government to the ban, which has been sought by members of both parties in Congress.
Paul Triolo, a partner at DGA Group in Washington who monitors U.S.-China technology issues, said recently it was not clear whether the interagency decision required an additional White House sign-off. "It may be too small of a thing to create a reaction from China," he said.
Sen. Tom Cotton (R-Arkansas), who chairs the Senate Intelligence Committee, pushed for an investigation of TP-Link and is frustrated that no action has been taken, a spokesman said. "The continued sale of networking equipment linked to communist China in the United States puts our security at risk and American competitors at a disadvantage," Cotton told The Post.
Many brands of home and small office routers, including those from TP-Link, have been used as stepping stones in recent years by Chinese government-supported hacking groups, which break into them to disguise where they are coming from, government and private-sector cybersecurity officials determined.
Some security experts have complained that the company has been slow to fix flaws after they are exposed. Last month, TP-Link Systems said it was still working to patch U.S. routers exposed to a high-severity weakness that had been reported in May. The company said its response time was within industry norms and that some measures show it has fewer reported flaws than rivals.
TP-Link Systems gear did not play a notable role in the major hack of U.S. telecommunication carriers exposed more than a year ago, which Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-Virginia) called the "worst telecom hack in our nation's history." But Microsoft said last year that hacked TP-Link Systems routers made up most of a covert network used by Chinese attackers since at least 2021 to steal log-in credentials from the software giant's sensitive customers.
Microsoft said that network was used by multiple Chinese groups on spying missions. TP-Link Systems issued a patch for the vulnerable devices in November, four months after they were reported being hacked, even though they had been designated as end-of-life and too old for such updates. TP-Link said its action showed its willingness to go beyond what was legally required to help with security issues.
Some other U.S. router makers also depend on manufacturers in China. But U.S. officials said they are more concerned about TP-Link because under Chinese law companies there must comply with intelligence agency requests and notify Beijing of security flaws. They said the Chinese arm could even be compelled to push out software updates that could change the way the devices function.
California-based TP-Link Systems said it is "not subject to the direction of the PRC [Chinese government] intel apparatus." It told The Post that only U.S. engineers can push updates to U.S. customers.
TP-Link Systems is owned by one of the two brothers who started TP-Link Technologies in China and his wife. The company said the brother in Irvine, chief executive Jeffrey (Jianjun) Chao, is pursuing U.S. citizenship and plans to expand the company's American workforce.
A federal judge hearing an unrelated patent dispute in Texas against TP-Link Technologies concluded two years ago that frequent changes in that company's corporate structure seemed designed to avoid accountability, telling an attorney for the Chinese company that "the evidence that we have indicates that your clients are deliberately trying to hide their relationship with TP-Link USA," as the American operation was called at the time.
"The Texas case did not even involve TP-Link's California company," Silverio told The Post. "The defendants in that case were TP-Link foreign entities that were not affiliated with the California company at the time. The defendants later became affiliated with TP-Link's California entity after a series of corporate reorganizations."
It is unclear exactly which networking products would be covered under what is technically defined as a "prohibition" by Commerce on certain transactions, though they would include home and small office routers.
In related work on TP-Link Systems, the Justice Department's antitrust unit is weighing criminal charges, based on claims that TP-Link products have been subsidized by the Chinese government and artificially priced under U.S. rivals, according to the people briefed on the interagency discussions. The company says it does not price products lower than they cost to make, and its spokeswoman said it has not heard from the Justice Department regarding an antitrust probe but would cooperate with any investigation.
The interagency probe began under the Biden administration and gained steam after the inauguration amid Trump's tough talk on China, officials said. The possibility of a ban was first reported by the Wall Street Journal late last year, and the criminal antitrust probe was reported in April by Bloomberg News. Bloomberg reported this month that the administration was considering other actions.
Ellen Nakashima and David J. Lynch contributed to this report.
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What's New
A start-up's big idea to win over drivers: A $4,000 bike with a screen
Should an e-bike replace your car for short jaunts? Also's first two-wheeler makes its case by cribbing techy flourishes from electric cars.

The TM-B is the first e-bike from a Rivian spin-off company called Also. (Adam Wells/Also)


By Chris Velazco | 2025-10-30
PALO ALTO, Calif. -- It looks like a bike. It rides like a bike, mostly.
But a new electric two-wheeler from a Rivian spin-off packs more than a few features you would expect from a full-size electric car instead.
The TM-B e-bike, built by a team that spun out of the electric truck maker, recharges its battery when you brake. A five-inch touch screen it calls the "Portal" offers music controls and navigational cues. When the $4,000-plus e-bike starts shipping next year, your phone will act as a key, unlocking the bike and priming it for a ride when you -- or another designated rider -- walks up to it.
It's pretty flexible, too: You can swap out the standard bike seat for a Vespa-style bench that seats two, or a utility frame that can accommodate a few bags of groceries. And most notably, its "virtual" drivetrain -- which means pumping those pedals doesn't directly turn the bike's wheels -- makes the TM-B both fun to ride and surprisingly difficult to steal. I took one for a ride around the start-up's Palo Alto headquarters and found it nimble, fast off the line and easier to handle than its 80-pound frame suggests.
Electric bike sales surged in the wake of the pandemic and have become fixtures of city streets and suburbs across the United States. But why give them the technological flourishes of a well-specced car?
The idea isn't just to give existing e-bike riders an upgrade path, Chris Yu, president of the start-up called Also, said in an interview with The Washington Post. It's also to catch the eye of Americans who find using their cars for short jaunts kind of obnoxious -- and there are more of these people than you might think.
Residents in well-to-do enclaves in sunny states have embraced golf carts, not cars, as their go-tos for running errands and ducking out to dinner. And more than 300 U.S. cities have shared bike or scooter systems in place, which might take on a larger role as some larger cities contemplate congestion charges to tamp down traffic.
There's a hunger for a "lower-cost, more enjoyable, less hassle-filled way to do short trips" that reduce the stress of sitting in traffic and finding parking, Yu said. He expects that, within 10 to 20 years, nearly all of the smaller vehicles better suited to those situations will be fully electric.
"There's going to be a couple of dozen companies like Also that will need to exist to service this transition to an electric future," he said.

Also President Chris Yu showing off the TM-B at a launch event in Oakland, California. (Chris Velazco/The Washington Post)


That transition is likely to unfold much faster overseas, where tiny cars, bicycles and three-wheelers like tuk-tuks are already woven deep into the fabric of everyday life. The U.S. is a trickier matter. Large swaths of the country are too spread out for a new breed of tiny electric vehicles to make sense. Some cities with citizenry that might benefit most from a flexible kind of electric bike are contemplating slower speed limits and other regulatory tools to squash rising e-bike accident rates.
That means Also's job isn't just to convince people that the TM-B is a capable stand-in for cars and rival e-bikes -- it also has to be a good community citizen.
To do that, Yu said the TM-B was built to strictly adhere to existing U.S. e-bike regulations, unlike some imported models that zip around at much faster speeds than state and federal laws permit. The company also baked software features into its e-bike that allow parents to set speed limits for their younger riders.
Beyond all that, it also has to be engaging and enjoyable to ride -- and that's where cycling purists might start to take issue. Because there's no direct, physical connection between pedals and wheels, the feedback I felt rising up from my legs and feet -- even when I dialed the electric assist down to its minimum -- felt noticeably un-bike-like.
If someone else swoops in and tries to ride off on it, they'll soon find that pounding those pedals does nothing at all. (Just in case, owners can also remotely lock the bike and locate their missing ride via GPS.)
But owners will find the same to be true if the bike's battery -- rated for up to 100 miles of range -- ever goes dry. Unlike most electric bikes, where electric motors assist the traditional setup of pedals, gears, chains and wheels, this one can't move at all once the battery is dead. It might not help that the company says riders can pop out their batteries and use them as power banks to charge their other devices. (That said, the company says the battery can recharge an iPhone 17 more than 50 times before it gives out completely.)

Beyond two-wheelers, Also is exploring pedal-assisted quad bikes for consumers and cargo-hauling businesses like Amazon. (Chris Velazco/The Washington Post)


It'll be a while yet before we can tell if Also is really onto something here. As it turns out, though, you might not need to buy one of these things to benefit from them.
Similar to its deal to use specialized electric Rivian vans for hauling deliveries, Amazon also inked a multiyear deal with Also to put thousands of four-wheeled versions of its bikes on streets in the U.S. and Europe to haul packages. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
They can haul hundreds of pounds of packages, far less than a traditional delivery van, but they help "reduce traffic and noise," said Emily Barber, Amazon's director of global fleet and products, in a statement.
Even now, with new bikes to sell, a commercial partner to keep happy and an electric transition to spearhead, Yu can't help but think about what should come next. One possibility is a consumer-friendly version of those cargo-hauling four-wheelers, minus the big enclosure for packages. Instead, it might ferry something far more precious: When the start-up showed off a prototype at a launch event in Oakland, California, its rear, open-air cargo hold was full of kids.
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Investigations
Lawmakers, watchdogs acknowledge failings of veterans disability program
At a Senate hearing, officials and advocates testified about flaws that allow for dubious claims to the benefits system for former military personnel.

Witnesses appear during a hearing before the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee at the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Lisa Rein, Craig Whitlock | 2025-10-30
Veterans' advocates, a top government watchdog and senators in both parties on Wednesday denounced a Washington Post investigation that revealed exaggeration and fraud in the government's $193 billion disability program for former military personnel.
Yet lawmakers also acknowledged a raft of shortcomings in the program that they said are creating barriers for veterans seeking benefits for bona fide disabilities. At a hearing before the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee, officials and advocates testified about systemic flaws that allow for dubious claims, causing one lawmaker to suggest a comprehensive review of the benefits system.
Committee Chairman Jerry Moran (R-Kansas), who called the hearing in response to The Post's reporting earlier this month, said he has heard from many veterans who are upset with the coverage.
"The cases of fraud highlighted in these articles do not reflect the reality of who veterans are, the vast majority of the veteran population, or the values veterans embody," Moran said.
At the same time, he said, "the attention these stories have received" has given the committee an opportunity to explore "whether the system we have built is serving the needs of veterans today, and how we can reform it to better serve those it was designed to help."
The committee plans to schedule more hearings on the disability system in the coming months, Moran added.
The Post investigation, based on 25 years of government data and thousands of pages of public documents, found that the Department of Veterans Affairs' disability benefits program has become prone to rampant exaggeration and, in some cases, outright fraud. Records show that VA has approved millions of claims for minor or treatable afflictions that rarely hinder employment, such as hemorrhoids, acne, hay fever and sleep apnea.
The Post obtained public records from 70 disability-fraud cases that have resulted in prosecution since 2017. In almost all the cases, veterans were convicted either of faking blindness or paralysis to cheat VA out of hundreds of thousands of dollars. Investigators and judges said VA pursues only the most egregious and high-dollar examples of wrongdoing and that most instances of fraud go unaddressed.
According to VA officials, most disability claims are legitimate. But prosecutors, judges and former agency officials have said that a flood of exaggerated claims -- often for minor ailments -- are clogging the system and making it harder for veterans with genuine needs to get their benefits.
"There is in fact some wrongdoing and fraud," Sen. Richard Blumenthal (Connecticut), the committee's top Democrat, said. "We need to root it out, but not abandon a system of compensation that is deserved and needed by our heroes who served our country."

Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Connecticut), right, and Sen. Jerry Moran (R-Kansas) appear during the Senate hearing Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Advocacy organizations for veterans -- many of which file disability claims on their behalf -- have sought to discredit The Post's reporting. Veterans of Foreign Wars, one of the oldest organizations chartered by Congress to help those who served in overseas conflicts, posted to its website a cartoon of a firing squad, depicting The Post as an executioner aiming a rifle at veterans.
"Fraud exists in large systems," Ryan Gallucci, executive director of the organization's Washington office, testified Wednesday. "Those who claim that disability benefits are riddled with 'fake' conditions like tinnitus, post-traumatic stress disorder, or chronic pain are either ignorant or deliberately cruel."
Gallucci called these ailments "the signature wounds of modern warfare."
Cheryl Mason, VA's inspector general charged with identifying waste, fraud and abuse in agency programs, testified that "I find it reprehensible for any person or entity to suggest that many veterans are hustling or scamming to get benefits."
Mason served as a top adviser to VA Secretary Douglas A. Collins before the Senate confirmed her in August. In an apparent reference to the videos The Post obtained through its lawsuit, Mason said that publishing investigative evidence collected by her office over several years "to make it appear like there is mass fraud by veterans misleads the public and maligns veterans."
Even still, Mason's office submitted nine pages of written testimony to the committee, itemizing successful criminal investigations and audits that found both individual cases of veterans defrauding the disability system and systemic vulnerabilities in the benefits review process which opened the door to exaggerated claims.
For example, one recent investigation found that a senior disability claims representative in Philadelphia approved hundreds of rating decisions each day from October 2021 through September 2023 without taking the required steps to make sure they were legitimate. The employee authorized about 85,300 claims in this time frame -- 19 times the national average.
This resulted in an estimated $2.2 million in improper payments, according to Mason's written testimony. Numerous benefits officials, from mid-level supervisors to senior managers, knew about the employee's unusually high authorization rate, but did not act to stop the improper actions.
Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-Illinois), an Army helicopter pilot who lost both legs and some mobility in her right arm when her Black Hawk helicopter was hit by a rocket-propelled grenade fired by Iraqi insurgents in 2004, said the government should consider devoting more resources to fighting criminal disability fraud.
"The mistake we must avoid is to allow a minority of criminals to dictate a redesign of the disability benefits system into a black box that is more frustrating and less fair" than the current one, she said.
Veterans' advocates who testified Wednesday cited flaws in the claims process, including poor oversight of the contracted physicians who typically provide medical exams for veterans, as well as the questionnaires these doctors fill out to determine if an ailment is connected to a military service -- a requirement for the veteran to receive benefits.
VA's disability benefits program has appeared on the Government Accountability Office's list of high-risk programs since 2003. Elizabeth Curda, director of education, workforce and income security issues for the nonpartisan watchdog arm of Congress, told senators that benefits officials are a decade behind schedule on a review of how much the government should compensate veterans for each disability.
Curda said the system is not accounting for advances in medicine that have made some disabilities treatable or more manageable than in the past. And poor training of the claims staff has been a persistent problem, leading to inaccurate benefits decisions, Curda said. VA has not implemented multiple recommendations from GAO to strengthen oversight of the system, she said.
"Efforts to bring about positive change can face strong headwinds," she testified.
Daniel Gade, a retired Army lieutenant colonel and Iraq combat veteran who co-authored the 2021 book "Wounding Warriors: How Bad Policy Is Making Veterans Sicker and Poorer," told senators that VA's focus on increasing compensation ultimately is to the veteran's detriment. He described the surge in disability claims cited by The Post as the product of "a culture that rewards illness."

Daniel Gade, a retired Army lieutenant colonel and Iraq combat veteran, testifies on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


"Outright fraud is quite rare," Gade testified. "But a bigger problem is easily exaggerated conditions and no follow up" by the government to see if a veteran's ailments have improved.
"What do you think Congress should change that you think would help clean the system up?" Sen. Marsha Blackburn (R-Tennessee) asked him.
"Only in the VA system are flat feet a disability. Only in the VA system is tinnitus a disability," Gade responded. He proposed the government spend "more money on things that matter," such as helping veterans to land good jobs.
The challenges raised at the hearing prompted Sen. Tommy Tuberville (R-Alabama) to suggest a wholesale review of how the disability benefits system operates.
"Don't each of you think it's time to establish a commission to improve the VBA?" the senator asked the witnesses, referring to the Veterans Benefits Administration, the arm of VA that handles disability claims and other benefits.
Gallucci noted that past commissions created to find a path forward on various VA operations have been unsuccessful. But he conceded that "oversight and quality controls need to be there. I think they need to improve on those quality controls."
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National
These Republicans oppose DEI, but also cuts hitting Hispanic-serving colleges 
Six Hispanic Republicans who opposed diversity programs are now asking for funding to be restored to Hispanic-serving institutions poised to lose millions.

Rep. Tony Gonzales (R-Texas) speaks on Capitol Hill in March. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Rachel  Hatzipanagos | 2025-10-30
Last year, Rep. Tony Gonzales co-sponsored legislation to rid the federal government of diversity, inclusion and equity programs, arguing that such efforts create "arbitrary quotas."
But when the Trump administration recently ended a $350 million program that steered funding to universities with a large population of Hispanic students, Gonzales (R-Texas) objected.
"These institutions show success with bringing in manufacturing skills and AI skills and quality stuff," said Gonzales, chairman of the Republican-led congressional Hispanic Conference.
Gonzales is one of six Republicans offering rare support for a program lambasted by the Trump administration as discriminatory.
To qualify for the program, a university's student body must be at least 25 percent Latino. But the Republican lawmakers say that threshold doesn't amount to a quota or racial preference. Anyone who attends these universities, identified as Hispanic Serving Institutions, is helped -- not just Latinos, they argued in an Oct. 8 letter to the Education Department. These schools aren't attempting to increase their Hispanic enrollment to qualify for the program but are located in communities that already have large Latino populations, according to the lawmakers.
"They're not trying to reach a quota like DEI is doing," Gonzales said. "They're just serving the communities in which they happen to live in, which what is what we want."
Conservatives have argued that the HSI program, which was signed into law in 1992 by Republican President George H.W. Bush, unfairly benefits universities that meet arbitrary racial and ethnic targets. President Donald Trump, who during his first term signed an executive order promising to "strengthen HSIs," has now made dismantling DEI programs a top priority. Trump has ordered the end of DEI within government agencies and waged a campaign against universities that he suspects have diversity programs.
It's "rare for Republicans to break with Trump on any issue," said Republican political strategist Mike Madrid, adding that the lawmakers aren't likely to gain much traction. "They want to be able to say that they're advocating for the community ... knowing that it's going to go absolutely nowhere," Madrid said.
The lawmakers' advocacy for the HSI grants also reflects how support for DEI can often depend on how it is defined, experts say.
More than 8 in 10 Democrats (84 percent) said DEI efforts are good for companies, compared with 34 percent of Republicans, according to a 2024 poll from The Washington Post and Ipsos. But that figure went up among both groups when respondents were given a more precise definition of DEI: 91 percent among Democrats and 49 percent of Republicans. For example, the poll found that support for DEI was higher when it was described as "programs to hire more employees from groups that are underrepresented in their workforce, such as racial and ethnic minorities and people with disabilities and to promote equity in the workplace."
"The members are clearly well intentioned, but they need to understand that we cannot help students of Hispanic origin by advocating for programs and policies that violate the Constitution," said Alfonso Aguilar, the director of government affairs at Defending Education, which advocates against DEI in schools.
The hundreds of universities affected, including the University of Texas and the University of California at Irvine, will be able to find other sources of funding that do not consider race or ethnicity, he said. "I don't think Hispanics seek preferential treatment because of their ethnicity," Aguilar said. "I think the majority seek to advance in society based on their merit and hard work."
In June, the state of Tennessee and Students for Fair Admissions, the group that brought the lawsuit that led to the Supreme Court decision ending race-conscious admissions at colleges and universities in 2023, sued to end the HSI program. The Justice Department refused to defend the program, saying Supreme Court has ruled that "racial balancing" is "unconstitutional."
Then last month, the Department of Education canceled the HSI program. "Discrimination based upon race or ethnicity has no place in the United States," Education Secretary Linda McMahon said in a statement. The department did not respond to a request for comment, citing the government shutdown and the furloughing of employees in the press office.
The White House referred questions to the Office of Management and Budget, which didn't respond to requests for comment.
The Republicans coming to the defense of the program, including Reps. Gonzales, Maria Elvira Salazar (Florida), Carlos A. Gimenez (Florida), David G. Valadao (California), Monica De La Cruz (Texas) and Juan Ciscomani (Arizona), have previously opposed DEI efforts.
In response to an article about Meta ending DEI programs in January, Ciscomani wrote on X: "Hiring should be based on a candidate's qualifications and abilities -- merit." In February, Salazar denounced "wasteful DEI spending" at the U.S. Agency for International Development. In 2022, Gimenez praised a bill that "slashes DEI budgets."
In separate statements, De La Cruz and Valadao said the HSI program provided a lifeline to their primarily Hispanic communities. Salazar, Ciscomani and Gimenez didn't respond to a request for comment.
While decrying DEI programs may be popular with some voters, most Republicans don't oppose programs that help more people access higher education in their communities, said Geraldo Cadava, a professor of history at Northwestern University and the author of "The Hispanic Republican."
"Even Republicans, I think, would say that 'yes, we support creating opportunities for students who haven't always had opportunity to go to college,'" Cadava said. "I think they can agree with that, and I think that has been the goal of a lot of programs that are now maligned as DEI programs."
In Texas, which is home to 112 Hispanic-serving institutions, Gonzales said he has been hearing from community college and university leaders asking him to find a way to bring back funding.
St. Mary's University in San Antonio is poised to lose $4 million in HSI grants, according to President Winston Erevelles. "That's not something that you can just readily replace with internal funds for a smaller, private-tuition-driven institution," he said.
The school, which is 45 percent Latino, is not chasing racial quotas to receive government grants, Erevelles said. More than half of the population of San Antonio is Latino, he noted.
"We did not really have to do any work to a minimum threshold of 25 percent" to qualify for the program, Erevelles said. "It is just who we are."
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He's cleared 35,000 pounds of trash from Miami's mangroves and isn't done yet
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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Investigations
Trump administration makes misleading case in high-stakes asylum hearing
Homeland Security asked a judge to deport a man to Afghanistan, where he expects the Taliban to kill him. The case could affect thousands of asylum seekers.

(Wakil Kohsar/AFP/Getty Images)


By John Woodrow Cox | 2025-10-30
The U.S. government asked a judge this month to deport a father of two to Afghanistan, where he expects the Taliban to kill him. To make its case, the Department of Homeland Security did not accuse him of any crime or disloyalty or act of terrorism. Instead, attorneys argued that Afghanistan -- a country U.S. forces rescued him from in 2021 -- is safe for his return.
The man, whom The Washington Post is identifying as H because of concern for his safety, has sought asylum because he so publicly supported the United States' cause in Afghanistan. Before fleeing, he worked for a U.S.-based nonprofit and attended an American university in Kabul.
To undermine his claim, government attorneys argued that the Taliban have allowed those institutions to continue to operate -- clear signs, they suggested, that his past would not endanger him if he was deported.
Both institutions, however, have fundamentally transformed since H left them, The Post has found. The nonprofit's U.S. headquarters closed years before the country collapsed, and its former office in Afghanistan is now under strict Taliban supervision. The university, meanwhile, no longer provides in-person classes, and its campus was seized by the regime, which installed its own school.
Read more: He supported the U.S. war in Afghanistan. Now he may be deported to the Taliban.
The stakes of the case, which will soon resume in a Virginia courtroom, extend to tens of thousands of asylum seekers from Afghanistan whom President Donald Trump's administration may seek to purge. If Attorney General Pam Bondi or an immigration appellate board dominated by Trump appointees ultimately sides with Homeland Security, legal experts say the case could set a precedent with sweeping consequences for Afghans the U.S. rescued and promised to support.
"It's worrying," said Anam Petit, a former immigration judge who was also a Georgetown Law professor. "The broader ramification is that many asylum seekers from Afghanistan who have similar or comparable facts will have a much harder, if not impossible, time being granted asylum."
Since America's 20-year war ended, some 200,000 Afghans have found refuge in the U.S. Many braved extraordinary danger on the U.S. government's behalf, and the overwhelming majority came here legally.
The Trump administration has dismantled programs created to assist them, canceling humanitarian parole and other protections that allowed Afghan allies to remain while their cases were processed. Without those safeguards, many could be sent back to a regime so brutal and repressive the U.S. refuses to recognize it.
Even Afghans forced to return from countries other than the U.S. have suffered. A July United Nations report details "cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, enforced disappearance or other irreparable harm."
Both the man in custody and his wife have family in Afghanistan, and because of the Taliban's documented history of retribution, The Post is withholding certain details about their lives.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers detained H in July while he drove to his job at an accounting firm, as The Post reported in a previous story. The arresting officer, H said, claimed his immigration documents had lapsed, but federal records show his humanitarian parole wasn't scheduled to expire for weeks.
In a statement to The Post, Assistant Homeland Security Secretary Tricia McLaughlin called H "illegal" and an "unvetted alien from a high threat country," though she later acknowledged describing him as "illegal" only because her department revoked his parole when it arrested him.
At the hearing, department attorneys noted to the judge that the Taliban had not specifically targeted H before he escaped -- compelling evidence, a government attorney claimed, that the militants would not target him now.
That is not true, according to two Taliban experts who spoke to The Post and extensive documentation that details the regime's systemic abuses.
Homeland Security did not respond to a request for comment on The Post's findings.
In interviews and court testimony, H has said there are many reasons the Taliban would target him if he returned: He worked for the nonprofit and attended American University of Afghanistan; he rejects the militants' extreme view of Islam; he escaped on a U.S. military plane; he lives with his brother, a naturalized citizen who served as an interpreter for the Army; he's raising his children, both citizens, in Virginia.
H has been repeatedly vetted by investigators from the military, Homeland Security and FBI over the past four years, he said, and he's answered every question asked of him. He is certain the Taliban know that he and his family support the U.S.
"There is no chance of living," he testified at the asylum hearing on his 99th day in federal custody.

H's wife and their son watch the deportation hearing online. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


Much of the government's case -- presented at a three-hour hearing in immigration court on Oct. 16 -- focuses on the U.S.-backed nonprofit in Afghanistan where H taught teenagers how to use computers a decade ago.
Early in the hearing, H's attorney, Amin Ganjalizadeh, asked if he knew what became of the nongovernmental organization, or NGO, after he left the teaching job to pursue his education.
H told the court he had tried to contact the NGO's American office in recent years for a recommendation letter. "I have called them many times. I have emailed them many times. Nobody responds."
About two years ago, H added, a former colleague who had fled to Turkey told him the organization's primary headquarters, based in the U.S., had closed.
The lead attorney for Homeland Security, Joseph Dernbach, seized on that testimony, suggesting it was wrong. He pressed H about why he had not asked the colleague to provide the government a letter confirming the U.S. office's closure.
"Wouldn't it have been important to update this court with the status of whether the NGO ... was actually in existence or whether it was closed?" Dernbach asked.
H didn't understand why that would have been necessary.
"I'm a regular person," he replied. "How will I know what will be asked from me?"
Before the hearing, Homeland Security submitted to the court screenshots of the Facebook page for the organization, which posted earlier this year. To rebut H's testimony after the hearing adjourned, the department sent the judge additional images of the NGO's website as further proof that it remains open inside the country.
To H's attorney, the department's line of questioning made its contention clear: If the Taliban had allowed an NGO led by infidels to continue operating instead of killing or arresting its local staff, how could H claim he would suffer such a fate upon his return?
But the government overlooked or omitted a critical detail, The Post found: The NGO now has an inherently different identity. Its U.S. headquarters closed five years before the Taliban took over, leaving its local operation entirely to Afghan leadership. They now run it under the authoritarian regime's exacting oversight.
Three former board members of the U.S. nonprofit that managed the NGO told The Post that the organization shut down because it lacked funding. Their account is supported by 2016 state filings and an archived webpage announcing that the nonprofit "has made the very difficult decision to dissolve the corporation and to close its operations in the United States."
Even if the organization was still headquartered in the U.S., that would not support the government's argument to deny H asylum, a leading Taliban expert told The Post.
"That is absolutely not evidence that he would be safe," said Ashley Jackson, co-director of the Centre on Armed Groups. "NGO workers or people who are formerly affiliated with NGOs face a lot of threats and suspicion. ... They're coerced. They're pressured. They're threatened. They're beaten."
One current manager at the Afghan NGO confirmed to The Post that it has been locally managed for a decade. He spoke on the condition that he not to be identified because he fears retribution by the Taliban, which, the manager said, constantly monitors groups like his and often confiscates laptops and cellphones.
"During the previous government, NGO workers were targeted everywhere," he said. "They were enemies, like soldiers."
Since the Taliban took control of all 34 provinces, humanitarian efforts have become far more difficult, he said, and the danger to any previous worker returned to Afghanistan from the U.S. would be immense.
"Nobody can say there is no risk for the deportees," he said. "Everyone is scared and have fear and is eager to leave."

Outside the former American University of Afghanistan in 2024. An official says the school is "not physically operational." (Wakil Kohsar/AFP/Getty Images)


The American University of Afghanistan had long been a symbol of Western ideals in Kabul, and H was proud of that. He had been forced to abandon his education there when he fled to the U.S., but his relationship with the school dated back years.
In 2016, he'd been reading an accounting textbook in the library when the Taliban detonated a car bomb outside and opened fire on campus, killing at least 15 people.
At the hearing, prosecutors grilled him about the school and suggested it was still operating, implying that he was lying and could safely return to the city.
"Sir, you stated that American University in Afghanistan is shut down, correct?" asked government attorney Xiao Yan Huang.
"Yes."
"So your testimony is that there are no more students attending American University in Afghanistan, correct?"
"I don't know about the students, but the university is shut down," H replied. "So the university is under control of Taliban."
Huang announced that Homeland Security intended to submit evidence rebutting H's claims about the school: "Based on today's testimony about essentially the existence of American University within Afghanistan."
His attorney suspected that Homeland Security hoped to damage his credibility and, by extension, his entire case.
But a senior university official who also left when the country collapsed confirmed to The Post that the school is "not physically operational" inside Afghanistan, noting that it has maintained some online classes.
"Our campus is not currently in our control," said the official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity. "We have no in-person educational program today."
Said the manager from the Afghan NGO: "It's totally closed."
The Taliban installed their own school on the campus. The Afghan International Islamic University, which did not answer calls or respond to an email from The Post, describes its mission this way: "Our biggest goal here is to provide committed and polite professionals to the community."
The Taliban have barred women from attending, and across the country, girls are prohibited from going to school beyond sixth grade.

High school students receive cash from Habibullah Agha, the Taliban education minister, in Kabul. Girls are not permitted to go to school beyond the sixth grade. (Wakil Kohsar/AFP/Getty Images)


On Tuesday, government attorneys submitted to the court new rebuttal evidence, including a 2022 news article that highlighted the university's president saying he and his staff had tried to destroy student records before he departed the country. A second article the government submitted, published in April, told the story of an Afghan woman attempting to take online classes but whose scholarship had been threatened by Trump's cuts to the U.S. Agency for International Development; the woman remained anonymous in the story because she feared the Taliban would target her for defying its ban.
Ganjalizadeh said he doubted that the exhibits would hurt his client's case and, in fact, wondered if they would help.
H and his wife had bonded from the start of their marriage over a shared devotion to education. He fled Afghanistan with only two shirts but more than a dozen diplomas, report cards and academic certificates. In Virginia, after years of working for ride-sharing services and a furniture factory, he had gotten a job as a bookkeeper and made a plan to take the certified public accountant exam. She was learning English through a program at a church in Virginia and attending classes to become a doula.
If they were sent back to Afghanistan, she would never finish her degree or pursue a career, and their daughter, who learned to count to 10 in English before she turned 2, would never attend high school or college or, as her father has prayed, grow up to become a scientist at NASA.

Amin Ganjalizadeh, H's attorney, worries the case will be reviewed by the Board of Immigration Appeals. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


If H was so certain the Taliban would hurt him now, the prosecutor demanded at the hearing, why hadn't the terrorists hurt him before he fled the country?
Though H had narrowly avoided bombings and firefights, he acknowledged that he had not been harmed.
"Not physically, but emotionally. It affected me so much," he said, later describing the frequent attacks. "I had good luck."
Dernbach continued to press. "You would agree that if the Taliban wanted to target you specifically, they could have?"
H's attorney objected, arguing the country's condition before the United States' withdrawal was irrelevant.
The judge seemed to agree.
"Now the Taliban government is in power," said the judge, whom The Post is not naming to prevent H's identification. "It is a different ballgame. Everything you're asking him about is pre-collapse. ... It's apples and oranges."
"But it's still the Taliban," the prosecutor replied, arguing that if they were going to attack H because of his education, they would have done it when they had the chance: "There would have been evidence that he was actually being persecuted."
In interviews with The Post, experts who have studied the Taliban for years dismissed the government's argument as false.
"Why would it be a prerequisite that they would have to target you before?" Jackson said. "There's a huge track record of these things happening to Afghans who did not face direct personal attacks prior to the fall of Afghanistan. Why should he be any different?"
Along with the U.N., human rights groups, research agencies and governments, including the one attempting to deport H, have chronicled such abuses extensively.

H's wife has been studying to become a doula. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


"He would be a prime target for Taliban hostage-taking, which essentially epitomizes a long-standing use of kidnappings as a strategic weapon," said Melissa Skorka, a national security expert who advised U.S. and NATO forces in South Asia. "The strategy has long been leveraging hostages for propaganda, concessions and legitimacy."
The Taliban view Afghans who fled to the U.S. in a fundamentally different way than it does university students and humanitarian workers who remained, according to the manager at the Afghan NGO, whose assessment was confirmed to The Post by two counterterrorism experts.
"The people that escaped or evacuated with the U.S.A.," he said, "they will be considered spies."
There is little debate over how the Taliban treat suspected spies. For years, the State Department, U.N., European Union and human rights organizations have chronicled their fates: arrest, torture, death.

A recent aerial view of Kabul, now completely under control of the Taliban. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


What H's case means for tens of thousands of other Afghans in the U.S. will depend not on the judge's decision, but on what happens after it.
To be eligible for asylum, H needs only to establish a "well-founded fear" -- even just a 10 percent chance -- that he would be persecuted because of his religion, politics or family ties, a threshold set by the Supreme Court nearly 40 years ago. If H's claim is granted, his attorney worries that Homeland Security will ask for a review from the Board of Immigration Appeals, which can set a legal precedent all immigration judges must follow.
The immigration court system is under intense pressure from the Trump administration. Unlike federal judges, who receive lifetime appointments meant to ensure independence, immigration judges work for the Justice Department. More than 80, according to their national association, have been fired since Trump took office, an unprecedented shift from past practice.
Immigration courts are rejecting asylum claims at a far higher rate than in previous years. Judges denied 76 percent of them between February and August, according to an analysis of data collected by the Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse at Syracuse University. That represents a 24 percent increase over the same period last year.
The appellate board has also been transformed. In February, the Trump administration removed all nine members appointed under former president Joe Biden, drawing condemnation from dozens of congressional Democrats. In a case as high-profile as H's, legal experts question whether the board would defy the administration.
"They don't have to convince the Board of Immigration Appeals. They own the Board of Immigration Appeals," said a former Homeland Security attorney who spoke on the condition of anonymity, fearing professional retribution.
Even if the board sides with H, the experts say, Bondi, the attorney general, can review its decision and set binding precedent on her own.
In a statement to The Post, a Justice Department spokesperson accused the Biden administration of "pressuring judges to engage in biased decision making based on preferred policy outcomes and harassing or removing Board judges who decided cases fairly, impartially, and in accordance with the law," adding that "most" staff members at the Executive Office for Immigration Review "welcomed the restoration of the Board's integrity, impartiality, and decisional independence since President Trump took office."
The department did not explain how it reached that conclusion.
Dana Leigh Marks, who served as an immigration judge for 35 years, called the board's overhaul "unconscionable."
In June, its members overturned a judge's decision to protect a man from deportation because he feared being tortured in a Salvadoran prison. In their ruling, they dismissed the judge's reliance on a documented history of abuse suffered by other Salvadorans in similar circumstances. Because the board published that opinion, it set a precedent immigration judges are now required to honor.
"Their logic there was unbelievably flawed," Marks said. "What is happening in the immigration courts and at the Board of Immigration Appeals is such a radical departure from how things were handled in the past."
Petit, one of the judges fired without cause this year, blamed the conflicts of interest on a "structural defect" that has placed the immigration court system under the ultimate rule of one person: the president.
If the board or attorney general weighs in on H's case, lawyers on either side could ask the U.S. Court of Appeals, which Trump does not oversee, to intervene. But the federal appellate panel can take a year or more to issue an opinion, and by then, the experts say, it could be too late for hundreds or thousands of Afghan asylum seekers whose futures had been decided.
Razzan Nakhlawi contributed to this report.
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National
Concerns about crime in U.S. fall for second year in a row, poll shows
But Democrats and Republicans remain sharply divided on how serious they consider the problem. 

The share of Americans who see crime as a serious problem has declined over the past two years, according to Gallup data. (Jacquelyn Martin/AP)


By Gaya Gupta | 2025-10-30
Fewer Americans saw crime as a serious problem in 2025 than in years past, although Democrats and Republicans remain sharply divided on the issue, according to a new Gallup poll.
Nearly half of adults -- roughly 49 percent -- said they viewed crime as an "extremely" or "very" serious problem in the United States, though more Republicans than Democrats (69 percent versus 37 percent) labeled it that way.
Still, the overall number of Americans who considered crime a "very serious" or "extremely serious" problem dropped for the second year in a row, from 63 percent in 2023 and 56 percent in 2024. The finding indicates that perception aligns somewhat with reality, as violent crime has also dropped nationwide in recent years.
"Both parties today have their own reasons for believing crime is down," said Lydia Saad, director of U.S. social research at Gallup.
The organization polled a random sample of 1,000 people in all 50 states and the District of Columbia between Oct. 1 and Oct. 16.
Democrats may be more likely to credit the decrease to the Biden administration, Saad said, while Republicans are more likely responding to Trump administration policies -- such as deploying the National Guard to several U.S. cities to address crime.
Feelings about crime also differ by household income and location, the poll found. Fifty-nine percent of those making less than $40,000 a year described crime in the U.S. as an extremely or very serious problem, while 44 percent of those making $100,000 or more a year said the same. Similarly, those living in small towns or rural areas were more likely to see crime as an extremely or very serious problem than those in suburbs or cities.
People who make less money were also nearly twice as likely to say there's an area within a mile of their home where they wouldn't walk alone at night. Those living in cities -- particularly women and people living in the Western region of the U.S. -- shared that concern.
Meanwhile, the split between women's and men's perceptions of crime narrowed, according to the poll. While 72 percent of women and 55 percent of men saw crime as an extremely or very serious issue in 2023, this year's survey found only a 10 percent difference in how the two genders viewed the issue.
Compared with years past, fewer respondents this year said they were worried about being mugged, murdered or sexually assaulted. But the share of respondents who were concerned this year about becoming victims of hate crimes or seeing children physically harmed at school has remained relatively steady in the past several years.
About 69 percent of respondents said they were worried about being a victim of identity theft.
The survey also illustrated that Americans are more likely to see crime as an issue nationally, rather than a specifically local issue affecting them personally. Forty-nine percent of Americans this year said they saw the broad issue of crime in the U.S. as a very or extremely serious issue, according to the Gallup poll. But when asked to consider crime specifically in the area where they lived, just 12 percent rated crime that severely.
Media plays a key role in how people view the state of crime across the country, Saad said. She said people tend to evaluate their local communities based on firsthand knowledge but rely on secondary reports, such as social media and traditional news outlets, to judge the state of crime everywhere else.
"We get a lot more national news than we do local news these days. ... The volume of stories that could be reported about crime nationally probably exaggerates in people's mind how many crimes are going on per capita," Saad said.
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Weather
Hurricane Melissa tracker: Map and projected storm path
Melissa is the 13th named storm of the hurricane season.

(The Washington Post)


By Dylan Moriarty, Szu Yu  Chen, N. Kirkpatrick, Janice Kai Chen | 2025-10-30
Hurricane Melissa is a Category 2 hurricane on a northeastern path over the Atlantic Ocean after crossing western Jamaica, eastern Cuba and the Bahamas. It is tied for the strongest hurricane landfall in the history of the Atlantic basin according to both pressure and wind speed after it reached Jamaica as a Category 5 storm.
On Tuesday, Melissa came ashore in New Hope, Jamaica, roughly 75 miles west of the Kingston capital, with maximum sustained winds of 185 mph. Winds so powerful they had the potential to cause "total structural failure," the National Weather Service said.
"THIS IS AN EXTREMELY DANGEROUS AND LIFE-THREATENING SITUATION!" the National Weather Service warned as the eye approached the southern coast of Jamaica, "TAKE COVER NOW!"
Hours after making landfall, Melissa's maximum-sustained winds slowed to 150 mph and it was downgraded to a Category 4 hurricane.
Jamaican officials are assessing the extent of the damage. On Wednesday the government declared the country a disaster area. By Thursday, at least 40 were reported dead in Jamaica and Haiti.
Melissa made landfall for a second time near Chivirico, Cuba as a Category 3 hurricane. As it moved across the country it was downgraded to a Category 2 hurricane. It made a third landfall on Wednesday as it crossed the Bahamas.
A hurricane warning is in effect in Bermuda, where Melissa is forecast to bring squally rain, strong winds and dangerous seas on Thursday night.
Only when tropical cyclones in the Atlantic Ocean encounter the right ingredients for long enough do they strengthen to the point of designation.
Meteorologists at the National Hurricane Center pay close attention to a cyclone's wind speed, which determines its class. Once it reaches 39 mph for at least one minute, it's classified as a tropical storm and given a name; at 74 mph, the storm becomes a Category 1 hurricane, and continues through Category 5.
These classifications help officials predict the possible risks and damage and send warnings of what to expect from the strong winds, waves, rains and floods when they hit land.
It's dangerous to be caught in tropical storm-force winds. Stronger hurricane-force winds can destroy homes and buildings and send debris flying. 
The winds can also push seawater inland for miles, causing an abnormal rise in seawater levels, known as storm surge -- the leading cause of death during a hurricane in the United States, according to the National Weather Service. Large waves are also a risk to people and property.
As a storm moves further inland, flooding becomes a major risk. Cyclones often produce more than six inches of heavy rain, which can overwhelm drainage systems and the ability of the ground to absorb the water, causing flash floods. Flooding may persist for days after a storm.
Hurricane season historically peaks around mid-September. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration predicts 13 to 19 tropical storms this year, including three to five that could become major hurricanes.
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National
Former Illinois sheriff's deputy convicted in killing of Sonya Massey
Sonya Massey called 911 from her Springfield, Illinois, home in July 2024 to report a prowler. Sean Grayson was one of two deputies to respond to the call.

In this image taken from body-camera video, Sonya Massey talks with Sangamon County sheriff's deputy Sean Grayson outside her home in Springfield, Illinois, on July 6, 2024. (Illinois State Police) 


By Anumita Kaur, Angie Orellana Hernandez | 2025-10-30
A former Illinois sheriff's deputy on Wednesday was convicted of fatally shooting an unarmed Black woman after she called 911 to report a prowler in her home, a lawyer representing the woman's family said.
Sean Grayson, who is White, was found guilty of second-degree murder in the July 2024 killing of Sonya Massey, 36. The killing upended the community, drew condemnation from the governor and the White House, and renewed national outrage over police conduct against Black Americans.
Grayson, who faces the possibility of up to 20 years in prison, was one of two Sangamon County deputies to respond to Massey's call. Half an hour later, Grayson had shot Massey in her Springfield home and told the other deputy not to try to save her.
A sentencing hearing is scheduled for Jan. 29.
Daniel Fultz, an attorney for Grayson, declined to comment on the verdict. A woman who answered the phone at the office of Sangamon County State's Attorney John Milhiser said their office did not immediately have a comment.
Massey's family and attorneys gathered outside the Peoria County courthouse after the verdict, vehemently arguing that Grayson should have been convicted of first-degree murder. James Wilburn, Massey's father, demanded the maximum sentence for Grayson to a hum of agreement from his relatives.
"How would you feel if your child was shot in the face, and they came back with a second-degree murder conviction?" said Sontae Massey, Sonya Massey's cousin. "I can ask the same thing, and you'll say the same thing: It's not justified."
Massey's killing spurred protests across the country, reigniting criticism of how law enforcement responds to Black communities and people experiencing mental health crises. Springfield residents formed an ad hoc group -- dubbed the Massey Commission -- dedicated to rooting out systemic racism in local government. The sheriff who hired Grayson stepped down after mounting pressure. And in August, Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker (D) signed a law revising the state's police hiring practices, requiring agencies to comprehensively review an applicant's employment history before making a job offer.
The case came four years after the high-profile killings of three Black Americans -- Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor and George Floyd -- compelled mass civil unrest and an American reckoning on race and policing. To many who voiced outrage over Massey's case, the murder represented a lack of progress on the enduring issue.
When Grayson, then 30, and another deputy arrived at Massey's home in the overnight hours of July 6, 2024, they searched the property and interacted with her for about 20 minutes. They reported finding evidence of a car break-in but not a prowler.
Grayson then saw a pot on the stove and told Massey to take it off the burner, body-camera footage shows. Massey complied, carrying the pot to the sink. Grayson backed into the living room and said he was moving to get away from "your hot, steaming water." Massey replied, "I rebuke you in the name of Jesus."
Grayson drew his gun, pointed it at Massey and threatened to shoot her in the face, the video shows. She ducked and said, "Okay, I'm sorry."
Grayson fired his service weapon at her three times, striking her once in the head.
The other deputy, Dawson Farley, tried to give Massey first aid. Grayson initially told him not to bother because of the severity of her injury and never attempted to give her aid himself, prosecutors wrote in court documents.
Grayson's body camera was not on during most of the call, and he activated it only after firing his gun. Farley's camera was on for the whole interaction.
Massey struggled with her mental health in the weeks before the shooting, according to her family and law enforcement records. The day before Massey was killed, her mother called 911 seeking help. She said her daughter was having a mental breakdown and urged law enforcement officers not to hurt her when they responded, according to 911 recordings. The dispatcher assured Massey's mother that officers "just do their job" and that "there's nothing to be fearful of."
Massey was fatally shot about 16 hours later.
Grayson was indicted that month after an investigation by the Illinois State Police and the Sangamon County State's Attorney's Office. County authorities later confirmed that the deputies and dispatchers on duty didn't know that Massey's mother had told a 911 dispatcher that her daughter was having a mental health crisis.
Grayson was fired after his indictment, and then-Sheriff Jack Campbell faced intense scrutiny for hiring Grayson in 2023 despite a spotty record.
Grayson had been convicted twice of driving under the influence, and one of those convictions led to him being discharged from the U.S. Army for "serious misconduct." He also moved between five law enforcement agencies over two years and had been flagged at least a handful of times for impulsive decision-making and filing inaccurate reports, according to personnel records released by some of his employers.
After Grayson shot Massey, he claimed he opened fire because he feared for his life, according to publicly released sheriff's reports.
On Wednesday, Massey's father called the verdict "a miscarriage of justice" and said Grayson never should have been a sheriff's deputy.
"Sean Grayson should be able to get out of jail when my daughter can get out of that burial vault and walk out of Oak Hill Cemetery," Wilburn said.
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National
Mississippi truck crash frees lab monkeys, with 3 still on the loose
Some were killed, police said, after the driver told officers the monkeys were infected and dangerous. But Tulane University said they had not been exposed to any infectious agents.

(Scotty Ray Boyd via AP)


By Jennifer Hassan | 2025-10-29
A crash on a highway in Mississippi gave a group of lab monkeys a taste of freedom, police said, before a mix-up over whether the primates had infectious diseases led to some of them being killed.
The hunt for the missing monkeys was documented in a string of Facebook posts from the Jasper County Sheriff's Department on Tuesday. Police said the monkeys were being transported from Tulane University in New Orleans, urging people not to approach the animals and instead call 911. Personal protective equipment would be needed to handle the animals, the sheriff's department said.
Officials later posted that the driver of the truck had told local law enforcement that the rhesus monkeys were "aggressive" and infected with hepatitis C, herpes and coronavirus. "All but one of the escaped monkeys have been destroyed," the sheriff's office said Tuesday. In an update to the same post, it said there were actually three monkeys on the loose.

Monkeys being transported on a Mississippi highway escaped after the truck carrying them overturned on Oct. 28.


But in its final post on the subject, the sheriff's office shared a statement from Tulane saying the monkeys hadn't been infected with anything. The sheriff's office defended its handling of the incident, saying it "took the appropriate actions after being given that information from the person transporting the monkeys."
It was unclear how many monkeys were being transported and how many were killed. The Jasper County Sheriff's Department and Sheriff Randy Johnson did not immediately respond to requests for comment early Wednesday.
In response to questions about the incident on Interstate 59, Tulane said Wednesday that the monkeys had not been exposed to any infectious agent. "These were not diseased monkeys. That was verified by our veterinary staff," the university said in an email.
The university said that "non-human primates" at the Tulane National Biomedical Research Center are provided to other research organizations "to advance scientific discovery," adding that the monkeys in question "belong to another entity" and that they were not being transported by Tulane.
"We are actively collaborating with local authorities and are sending a team of animal care experts to assist," the statement said.
Rhesus monkeys are among the most extensively studied animals, used for research because of their anatomical and physiological closeness to humans.
Kathleen Conlee, vice president of animal research issues at Humane World for Animals, said the "escape and killing of several monkeys" following the crash "highlights the urgent need to end the use of primates in experiments."
Conlee described rhesus monkeys as "intelligent, social animals" that "deserve protection, not exploitation." She called on Congress to reject investments in primate research infrastructure and focus "on funding ethical, nonanimal alternatives that are more effective, humane, and cost taxpayers less money."
This is not the first time lab animals have escaped researchers, making headlines.
In November 2024, police urged residents of Yemassee, South Carolina, to keep their doors and windows locked after more than 40 monkeys escaped from a research facility. The escaped monkeys were young and had not been subjected to testing, police said, adding that they carried no disease. They were later recovered, unharmed.
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Americas
At least 40 dead in Hurricane Melissa as it heads toward Bermuda
Melissa will bring heavy rain from the Mid-Atlantic to New England as it heads toward Bermuda and Canada. It leaves a trail of destruction in the Caribbean.

Flooding in Les Cayes, Haiti, on Wednesday. (Patrice Noel/Reuters)


By Livern Barrett, Ben Noll, Victoria Bisset, Sammy Westfall | 2025-10-30

Hurricane Melissa crosses Jamaica, Cuba and the Bahamas from Oct. 28 to Oct. 30. Data source: NOAA.


KINGSTON, Jamaica -- Hurricane Melissa leaves behind a trail of destruction in the Caribbean as it moves toward Bermuda. At least 40 deaths have been reported between Jamaica and Haiti -- a figure that could continue to climb as officials assess the impact.
Melissa, now a strong Category 2 hurricane, was about 605 miles southwest of Bermuda with wind speeds of 105 mph, moving northeast at 21 mph as of early Thursday, the National Hurricane Center said. It made landfall in the Bahamas, its third landfall this week, around 5 p.m. local time Wednesday as a Category 1 hurricane, but has since restrengthened.
Although Melissa is moving away from the Caribbean, the devastating storm's adverse impacts are expected to continue through the end of the week.
From late Thursday into early Friday, Melissa is forecast to pass just west of Bermuda -- where there is a hurricane warning -- and could make a final landfall in or pass close to Newfoundland, Canada, late Friday or early Saturday.
A separate, fast-moving storm passing from the Mid-Atlantic on Thursday to New England early Friday is predicted to harness Melissa's tropical moisture, causing downpours, strong to severe thunderstorms and gusty winds from Washington to Boston.
In Jamaica, where the storm first made landfall, authorities are still making sense of the damage. At least 17 people were killed, according to Jamaican authorities: three during storm preparations, four in a flood of the Black River and 10 in the parish of Westmoreland. Officials have yet to release a national-level statistic.
"We get a lot of reports about potential bodies. We're not sure, they have to verify this," Dana Morris Dixon, the country's information minister, said at a news briefing Thursday, adding that a military helicopter has been dedicated to locate bodies.
Floods and blocked roads have left areas cut off. "There are entire communities that seem to be marooned and also areas that have been flattened," she said.
At least 23 people were killed in Haiti: three during storm preparations and 20, including 10 children, in flooding.
Here's where Melissa has made landfall this week:
	Western Jamaica, near New Hope, on Tuesday afternoon: Category 5, 185 mph.
	Southeastern Cuba, near Chivirico, early Wednesday morning: Category 3, 125 mph.
	Central Bahamas, near Clarence Town, on Wednesday afternoon: Category 1, 90 mph.

Officials in Jamaica, Cuba and the Bahamas were assessing the damage on Thursday.

Residents walk through Lacovia Tombstone, Jamaica, in the aftermath of Hurricane Melissa on Wednesday. (Matias Delacroix/AP)


Jamaica has moved to a damage assessment and recovery response phase. The military has begun "cutting their way on foot through blocked roads" to access difficult-to-reach areas, Morris Dixon said. The military has started moving food supplies from military bases to affected areas.
Jamaica's Agriculture Minister said Wednesday that almost 90 percent of homes were affected and many communities cut off from roads, electricity and the internet. At least three people were killed while preparing for the storm, the country's health minister said Monday.
In Black River, a coastal town about 10 miles southeast of where Melissa made landfall in Jamaica's St. Elizabeth parish, up to 90 percent of roofs were destroyed, Prime Minister Andrew Holness said in televised remarks Wednesday. Patients in the hospital there have been evacuated.
The bodies of three men and one woman washed up in floodwaters in St. Elizabeth parish, Desmond McKenzie, deputy chairman of Jamaica's Disaster Risk Management Council, said in a statement on Wednesday. "These persons are, by all indications, direct victims of the Hurricane, and I am hoping that there will be no more fatalities," he said. 
In neighboring Westmoreland parish, at least 10 people were killed in the storm, Dayton Campbell, a parliamentary representative for Eastern Westmoreland, said Thursday, citing local police.
Dennis Zulu, the U.N. resident coordinator for Jamaica, described "a country that's been devastated to levels never seen before." He said at a virtual briefing Wednesday that assessments were still needed to determine the extent of the damage, but added: "I don't think there's any single soul on this island who's not affected by Hurricane Melissa."
As of Wednesday, about 25,000 tourists remained in the country, Morris Dixon, said in a news release.
She said Thursday that Jamaicans should seek updates from official sources, as disinformation was spreading online.
Melissa also unleashed heavy floods in Haiti. At least 20 people -- including 10 children -- were killed in flooding in Petit-Goave on the coast when the La Digue river overflowed, according to the country's civil protection agency. Officials reported three additional weather-related deaths last week, when Melissa was a tropical storm.
In Cuba, more than 735,000 people were evacuated by Tuesday night, according to President Miguel Diaz-Canel. No deaths have been reported as of Thursday.
The Storm Prediction Center wrote that damaging winds and perhaps tornadoes are possible in the Mid-Atlantic region of the United States.
Coastal flood warnings and advisories extend from Virginia to Long Island and Connecticut, where a foot or two of water could inundate flood-prone areas near the shore.
Bermuda is bracing for wind gusts of 60 to 80 mph, as well as squally rain and life-threatening sea conditions. The weather is expected to clear later Friday.
Melissa's final landfall could occur in Newfoundland late Friday or early Saturday. It would bring strong winds and heavy rain, before combining with another system and losing its tropical characteristics in the cool waters of the North Atlantic.
No tropical storms or hurricanes are forecast to develop immediately after Melissa, although hurricane season in the Atlantic runs through Nov. 30, and the waters that caused Melissa to become a monster storm remain unusually warm.

Damaged buildings around the St. John's Anglican Church in Black River, Jamaica, on Wednesday. (Ricardo Makyn/AFP/Getty Images)


In a post late Wednesday, hurricane chaser Josh Morgerman, who was near Melissa's landfall location, described the scene: "The hurricane's inner eyewall was a screaming white void. All I could see through the cracks in the shutters was the color white -- accompanied by a constant, earsplitting scream that actually caused pain."
"Perhaps the mightiest hurricane of the 83 I've witnessed," he wrote.
Melissa was one of the longest-lasting Category 5 storms on record, spending 36 consecutive hours at that peak intensity, according to meteorologist Michael Lowry.
Noll reported from Auckland, New Zealand; Bisset from London; and Westfall from Washington.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/10/30/melissa-hurricane-northeast-us-bermuda/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



See the devastating effects of Melissa's deadly path through the Caribbean
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/2025/hurricane-melissa-jamaica-photos-videos/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Europe
Dutch voters deliver rebuke to the far right in knife-edge election
The centrist D66 party nearly tripled its seats, while Geert Wilders's right-wing party suffered a drop from its shocking first-place finish in 2023.

Rob Jetten, leader of the center-left D66 party, on Wednesday in Leiden, Netherlands. (Peter Dejong/AP)


By Ellen Francis, Anthony Faiola | 2025-10-30
BRUSSELS -- A general election in the Netherlands delivered a blow to the far-right as a centrist party made sweeping gains, according to results on Thursday that could offer a confidence boost to Europe's embattled centrists.
Rob Jetten's center-liberal Democrats 66 (D66) was locked in a neck-and-neck race with Geert Wilders's nationalist Party for Freedom (PVV) in Wednesday's election as counting resumed the next day.
Jetten's party looked set to be the biggest winner, nearly tripling its seats. Wilders's party suffered a drop from its shocking first-place win that upended Dutch politics in the last election in 2023. Both were projected to get 26 seats in the 150-seat lower house of parliament, in a tie for the largest party in the legislature.
The election became a microcosm of competing visions in the West, with Wilders representing a staunchly anti-migrant and populist view in line with the "Make America Great Again" movement in the United States and far-right parties across Europe, including France's National Rally.
Jetten's party embraced the politics of civility, promises of affordable housing and a green agenda. "The positive forces have won!" Jetten posted on social media. "I want to get to work for all Dutch people, because this is the land of us all!"
The defeat for Wilders's party was, to some degree, self-inflicted, as his decision to pull out of the ruling coalition over immigration issues collapsed the government and forced an early election.

PVV leader Geert Wilders responds to the results of the exit poll for the Dutch parliamentary elections in The Hague on Wednesday. (Sem Van Der Wal/AFP/Getty Images)


Especially if Jetten -- a photogenic, pro-E.U. and openly gay political leader -- emerges as prime minister, the outcome would also be seen as a pendulum shift and provide lessons for European centrists threatened by hard-right victories on the continent.
His campaign slogan -- "It is possible" -- evoked former president Barack Obama's "Yes, we can."
The election in some ways turned into a test of support for the far right after nearly two years in power. Wilders, one of Europe's most enduring populist firebrands, is now likely to be shut out of government. "The voter has spoken," he posted on social media after exit polls.
"We had hoped for a different result, but we stuck to our guns," he said. "We are more combative than ever and still the second and maybe even the biggest party of the Netherlands."
Exit polls indicated a swing closer to the political center after the coalition government led by Wilders's PVV fell in the summer.
Like other centrists in Europe, however, Jetten has moved to the right on migration -- Wilders's pet issue, and one preoccupying European elections. Jetten backed the notion, for instance, that asylum seekers be processed outside the European Union, a position shared by staunchly nationalist European leaders, including Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni.
Immigration, housing and health care emerged as some of the top issues in the run-up to the Dutch election.
The snap vote was triggered by Wilders withdrawing from government when coalition partners did not back his anti-refugee and immigration plans, which included revoking Dutch nationality from citizens with dual passports.
Wilders, nicknamed the "Dutch Donald Trump" during his rise in the country's last election, is known for his anti-Islam rhetoric and has led the Euroskeptic political movement in the Netherlands for nearly two decades.
He was found guilty of discrimination by a Dutch court in 2016, has called for rejecting all asylum requests in breach of E.U. treaties and has opposed sending more weapons to Ukraine, arguing that the Netherlands needs them.
The country's mainstream parties ruled out joining a coalition with Wilders ahead of this election, giving him little chance to return to government, although he can still loom over the country's politics from the opposition.
In the Netherlands, the largest party takes the lead in trying to form a cabinet.
With no party gaining a solid majority, lengthy talks to form a coalition government will follow the election. The result could pave the way for 38-year-old Jetten to get the lead in building the next government and become the country's youngest prime minister.
"We've shown not only to the Netherlands but also to the world that it is possible to beat populist and extreme-right movements," Jetten told cheering supporters Wednesday. "Millions of Dutch people have turned a page and said goodbye to the politics of negativity."
For the far right, a period on the sidelines may not necessarily be a bad outcome. Wilders has long thrived as a rabble-rouser in opposition, deftly critiquing centrists in power as inefficient and weak. A victory for Dutch centrists now may also be short-lived. In the country's divided political scene, any new government could be fragile.
"We need to keep in mind that Wilders can cause chaos from the sidelines given how unstable any coalition will be," said Catherine Fieschi, a fellow at the Robert Schuman Center of the European University Institute in Florence and the author of a book on populism.
"My sense is the Dutch [will be] back at the polls in a year," she added. "This really is a story of fragmentation ... 27 parties!"
Wilders's PVV was projected to lose 11 seats, while much of the support he lost appeared to go to other right-wing parties, according to exit polls.
The election was also a loss for a left-wing ticket of Green and Labor parties, which was projected to drop five seats. The bloc's leader, former E.U. climate chief Frans Timmermans, resigned Wednesday night.
"It's clear that I couldn't convince people to vote for us," he said in a speech. "It's time that I take a step back and transfer the lead of our movement to the next generation."
The center-right VVD, the party of NATO's Secretary General Mark Rutte, was expected to come in third place.
Wilders's party scored a stunning first-place win in the 2023 legislative elections after the resignation of Rutte, the country's longest-serving prime minister. But Wilders was still unable to claim the position of prime minister in coalition talks, facing pushback even from other conservative parties over his views, often criticized as extremist.
"I regret the loss," he said of Wednesday's election, "but it's not as if we were wiped off the map."
Faiola reported from Rome.
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Europe
Five more suspects detained in Louvre heist, Paris prosecutor says
None of France's crown jewels have been recovered, though Paris's public prosecutor said she remains hopeful they will be returned.

French soldiers from a security patrol walk past the glass Pyramid of  the Louvre Museum in Paris on Thursday. (Abdul Saboor/Reuters)


By Rick Noack, Victoria Craw, Victoria Bisset | 2025-10-30
PARIS -- Five more suspects have been detained in connection with the daytime theft of crown jewels from the Louvre museum, the Paris public prosecutor's office said Thursday.
The suspects were detained in and around Paris about 9 p.m. Wednesday, Paris public prosecutor Laure Beccuau said in an interview with French radio station RTL. Authorities had still not recovered the stolen objects, she added.
It comes a day after French authorities said two suspects "partially admitted" their involvement in the brazen seven-minute robbery that took place last week.
At a news conference Wednesday, Beccuau said French authorities were "hopeful" the jewels "will be recovered and can be returned to the Louvre and to the nation."
The first two suspects have been charged with organized crime and conspiracy to commit a crime and are being held in pre-trial detention, the Paris public prosecutor's office said. They are believed to be the two men who used a mechanized furniture elevator attached to a truck to reach a second-floor balcony window that they then smashed to enter the museum's Apollo Gallery on Oct. 19, Beccuau said. They seized diamond-, gem- and pearl-encrusted tiaras, earrings and necklaces once worn by royalty, which authorities said they feared could be dismantled for their jewels and melted down because they are so recognizable. At least two other people were involved in the getaway, authorities said.
DNA led investigators to the initial two suspects in custody, officials said. One of them, a 34-year-old Algerian, was detained at Charles de Gaulle Airport trying to leave the country with a one-way ticket to Algeria, officials said. The second, a 39-year-old French citizen, was detained at his home after investigators found his DNA on broken glass in the museum and on other objects, Beccuau said. Both suspects have criminal records, officials said. Their names have not been released.
Beccuau did not elaborate on the details of their partial confession.
So far, she said, there are no indications of accomplices inside the Louvre.
The Louvre put the total value of the stolen items at an estimated $102 million. They were not privately insured. In their scramble to get away, the thieves dropped and damaged the crown of Empress Eugenie, empress consort of Napoleon III.
The heist, which unfolded in about seven minutes, raised questions about the museum's security.
Speaking to French lawmakers earlier Wednesday, Paris Police Chief Patrice Faure acknowledged serious shortcomings. While the museum is equipped with 1,300 cameras, "not all are digital," he said, according to Agence France-Presse.
The surveillance system's slow digitalization may have hampered a quick response to the heist as it unfolded. Police were alerted to the crime in progress by a member of the public who called emergency services, officials said.
French authorities and museum officials are divided on what lessons should be learned. Louvre director Laurence des Cars last week demanded the creation of a police station at the museum in response to the heist. But Faure rejected that idea before Senate lawmakers Wednesday.
Faure said that using AI-powered video surveillance to detect possible heists automatically would be a more promising path. French police tried out such systems during last year's Olympic Games in Paris.
Even with the use of artificial intelligence, however, it may take until 2030 to fully modernize the Louvre's surveillance systems, Faure warned lawmakers.
Jennifer Hassan and Leo Sands in London contributed to this report.
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Europe
Can a sense of humor get Albania into the E.U.?
Once known as a Stalinist backwater, Albania is now a front-runner for E.U. accession and has a comedian running for mayor of its capital.

Florjan Binaj, an actor and activist running for mayor of Tirana, Albania. (Fjori Sinoruka)


By William Booth, Fjori Sinoruka | 2025-10-30
Something curious is going on in Albania. The government banned TikTok to protect the country's youth from malign social media. The president appointed an artificial intelligence chatbot as a cabinet minister to fight corruption. Now one of the country's best-known comedians, famous for his wicked impersonations of the long-serving leader, is running for mayor of the capital city.
The question is raised: Does having a sense of humor and thinking outside the box help a little country in the Balkans join the European Union? Experts say, seriously, it can't hurt. Especially for Albania, which has long suffered from an image problem. Think: Stalinist regime, then organized crime.
Albania must be doing something right, because it is an acknowledged front-runner to join the 27 nations in the E.U.
Once upon a time, Albania was one of the most repressive (and least amusing) countries on Earth. There are lots of words to describe Albania during the 40-year Cold War reign of its paranoid dictator Enver Hoxha, who built 750,000 bunkers to fortify the country against an imagined invasion -- but funny is not one of them.
Now Albania is a massive tourist destination. Tirana is one of the safest capital cities in Europe.

Cranes loom over construction sites in the Albanian capital in September 2024. (Artur Widak/NurPhoto/Getty Images)


It is also true that Albania is still struggling to confront political corruption and the powerful mafias that traffic desperate humans and Colombian cocaine. But there is broad agreement in Brussels that the country has made strides to build a modern economy, protect media freedoms and promote the rule of law.
There are currently nine countries in the long process to join the European Union: Albania, Bosnia, Georgia, Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia, Turkey and Ukraine.
So far, the only country in the western Balkans that has made the leap into the E.U. is Croatia, way back in 2013. Today, Albania and Montenegro are widely viewed as leading candidates for accession. In recent years, Europe's centrists have been wary of more drama, of another Hungary, another Viktor Orban, who often blocks consensus. But with the war raging in Ukraine, the E.U. may be keener to expand the bloc as a buttress against an aggressive, expansionist Russia. And so it is looking east.
Albania has shown itself ready to experiment and think differently.
Earlier this year, Albania blocked access to TikTok for a year after the killing of a 14-year-old boy raised fears about the influence of social media on children.
In September, the prime minister appointed an AI-generated bot as a minister to examine public procurement bids to ensure they are free from corruption and human influence. Her name is Diella. Her avatar is dressed in traditional Albanian clothing. The avatar is a bit of a publicity stunt; the AI part is very real. Experts are watching closely.
Erjon Curraj, a researcher at Albania's Center for Science and Innovation for Development, agrees that it makes sense to deploy AI to scrutinize contracts, but thinks making "it" a minister is risky. "It confuses a technical system with a political office, it creates accountability gaps, it amplifies data and security weaknesses, and it risks turning governance into spectacle rather than substance."
But spectacle could also be what sets Albania apart, as candidate countries are expected to share "European values" -- and maybe one of those is the ability to take a joke (and not arrest the joker).
Earlier this month, the famous (in Albania) satirist Florjan Binaj announced his candidacy as an independent for mayor of Tirana. He is backed by the opposition Democratic Party.
Europe has had some experience with TV personalities who turned into politicians. Best known is Volodymyr Zelensky, president of Ukraine, who became famous for playing a fictional president on the Ukrainian TV show "Servant of the People." There was also comedian Beppe Grillo, leader of the populist Five Star Movement, who shook things up in Italy and was banned for a while on public TV. (America of course had actor Ronald Reagan, not to mention the current occupant of the White House who was once a reality TV star.)
Albania's snap elections are scheduled for Nov. 9 and are necessary because the former mayor of Tirana, Erion Veliaj, a member of the ruling party, was removed from office and is awaiting trial for alleged corruption, which he denies.
Binaj told The Washington Post that he was running to improve the quality of life for ordinary citizens in the capital city, with better urban planning and more services. He said the city of his youth is overbuilt and there aren't enough schools.
He also explained that he is not only a comedian but a social activist, an environmentalist and a trained architect. He said he fell into acting because he could do impersonations and ended up doing his TV show for 18 years. He is recognized everywhere he goes in Albania.
Lutfi Dervishi, an academic and political analyst based in Tirana, said the Binaj campaign represents "a rare democratic experiment -- a comedian running against the model he imitates."
Dervishi said he thought the mayor's race was about more than who runs the municipality. It is a test of the political mood of the voters. "His candidacy can be read as a symptom of fatigue with traditional politics and a desire for authenticity, even if expressed through sarcasm," Dervishi said.
Binaj said he wants to free Albania from party machine politics on both sides -- left and right -- to bring more independents and professionals into the government, which might also help slow the brain drain that sees 40 percent of Albanians living abroad.
"We have two paths ahead of us: corruption and concrete, or change with honest and professional people," he said when he announced his run.
Among his many characters, Binaj does a spot-on imitation of Prime Minister Edi Rama -- the one promoting AI and banning TikTok -- who was recently reelected to a fourth term.

Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama, center, jokes around with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte, right, and Dutch Prime Minister Dick Schoof at a NATO summit in The Hague on June 25. (Geert Vanden Wijngaert/AP)


Rama is no man in a gray suit. He is demonstrably popular, if not outright flamboyant. A former professional basketball player and a trained artist, he favors T-shirts, fashionable sneakers and ball caps.
Rama is leader of the center-left Socialist Party, and also a former mayor of Tirana himself, where one of his first acts in the post-Communist era was to paint the grimly gray Soviet-style apartment blocks in bright colors. Some analysts have called Rama a "Europhilic populist." He is pro-America, pro-NATO, pro-E.U.
Rama also is a bit of a comedian himself. He likes to crack jokes -- even at international summits. He can be provocative -- and sometimes a bit of a bully. Appearing at an on-the-record panel at the Chatham House think tank in London last week, Rama told those who criticize Albania that they should "shut the f--- up."
He praised the Albanians in Britain who do all the hard work the British won't do. He said this with a smile but added that compared with the rest of squabbling Europe these days, Albania is "the adult in the room."
Rama told his British audience -- Stephen Doughty, the Labour government's minister of state for Europe, sat beside him -- that Brexit was a colossal mistake and should be reversed.
"You left Europe because you wanted more investment. You have less investment. You left Europe because you wanted more happiness. Now you are depressed," he said.

Binaj last week, ahead of Nov. 9 elections for mayor of Tirana. (Fjori Sinoruka)


Rama used to applaud Binaj and his impersonations, calling Binaj a "handsome, talented and educated guy, who among the many talents of the small screen has stood out as my look-alike in the most popular and creative television show," in a Facebook post in 2020.
Now Rama is a bit more critical. He called Binaj's run a "desperate" move by "the swamp" -- the opposition party, which has endorsed the comedian. "But I do not judge the actor at all badly for the new role he has taken on, because actors have to have a job."
Andi Hoxhaj, an expert on the Balkans who teaches at King's College London, said the candidacy of an independent artist activist like Binaj "should be viewed as a positive sign of democratic openness and sign of progress. It will reflect a diversification of voices and backgrounds entering politics, similar to developments we've seen in countries like Italy and Ukraine."
Sinoruka reported from Tirana.
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Military
A look at past nuclear weapons tests in Russia, China and the U.S.
Trump said the U.S. will test nuclear weapons "on an equal basis" with Russia and China. None of the three countries has tested live nuclear weapons since the 1990s.

A mushroom cloud rises during a nuclear weapons test in 1946 on Bikini Atoll, Marshall Islands. ( U.S. Library of Congress/Reuters)


By Kelly Kasulis Cho, Frances Vinall, Adam Taylor | 2025-10-30
President Donald Trump on Wednesday said he had directed the Pentagon to begin testing nuclear weapons "on an equal basis" with Russia and China, triggering uncertainty over the decades-old U.S. moratorium on such tests.
Trump's social media post said the process would "begin immediately," though it included very few details about what the tests would entail -- including whether they would involve live nuclear weapons -- or what tests from Russia and China had prompted his directive.
His comments follow nuclear arms showboating this week from Moscow, which in separate announcements said it had tested two nuclear-powered, nuclear-capable weapons, though Russian President Vladimir Putin has abstained from testing a nuclear explosion or carrying out a nuclear detonation.
The first Trump administration discussed conducting a nuclear test explosion in 2020, alleging that Russia and China had violated a "zero yield" standard with extremely low-yield or underground tests. Beijing and Moscow have denied the allegations.
There have been more than 2,000 nuclear test explosions around the world since 1945, according to tracking from the Arms Control Association, but most nations -- except for North Korea -- halted their tests in the 1990s.
The United States, Russia and China are signatories to the 1996 Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), which prohibits "any nuclear weapon test explosion or any other nuclear explosion." However, the treaty never went into effect because several key countries, including the U.S., did not ratify it. Russia in 2023 rescinded its ratification of the treaty, citing Washington's failure to do so.
Here's what to know about the history of nuclear weapons testing in Russia, China and the U.S.




The last time Russia officially tested a nuclear weapon was in 1990, as the Soviet Union. However, there have been allegations of significant breaches, with one senior U.S. official stating during the first Trump administration that Russia had "probably" conducted secret tests of low-yield nuclear weapons.
"The United States believes that Russia probably is not adhering to the nuclear testing moratorium in a manner consistent with the zero-yield standard," Lt. Gen. Robert P. Ashley Jr. said in 2019, while serving as the director of the Defense Intelligence Agency.
On Wednesday, before Trump's social media post, Putin said Russian forces had successfully tested a nuclear-powered torpedo called Poseidon. Putin said the torpedo was unlike anything else in terms of "speed and operating depth" and that there was "no way to intercept it."
The move to publicly showcase the torpedo, which uses nuclear power to travel through the water at high speeds with near unlimited range, came after Putin praised the successful test of a nuclear-powered and nuclear-capable cruise missile on Sunday -- prompting a rebuke from Trump, who said Russia should be focused on working to end its war in Ukraine.
While China's last known test of a nuclear weapon was in 1996, the country has taken steps to significantly increase its nuclear weapons stockpiles over recent years, with independent analysts suggesting that it was among the "largest and most rapid modernization campaigns" of the nine states known to have nuclear weapons.
The Defense Department estimated last year that China will surpass 1,000 warheads by 2030, while the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute estimates that it has about 600. Those numbers are still considerably behind both the U.S. and Russia, which the institute estimates have some 3,700 and 4,300, respectively.
Despite this, China has repeatedly emphasized its support for the nuclear testing moratorium in the CTBT treaty. Foreign Ministry spokesperson Guo Jiakun said this week that it had "faithfully honored its moratorium on nuclear testing" and that it would work with all parties to uphold the treaty.
The U.S. carried out more than 1,000 nuclear explosive tests between 1945 and 1992, the majority of which were conducted underground.
In 1945, during World War II, the U.S. conducted the first test of an atomic bomb in Alamogordo, New Mexico. It remains the only country to use atomic bombs as an act of war after dropping them on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki that year, causing widespread death and devastation.
The last full-scale U.S. nuclear weapons test took place in Nevada in 1992. Later that year, President George H.W. Bush announced a unilateral moratorium on nuclear weapons testing. President Bill Clinton signed the CTBT, which prohibits "any nuclear weapon test explosion or any other nuclear explosion," in 1996
One expert told The Washington Post on Wednesday that the U.S. would need at least 36 months of preparation before resuming any contained nuclear tests underground at its former testing site in Nevada.
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National Security
4 killed in strike on another boat U.S. alleges was carrying illegal drugs
At least 61 people have been killed in U.S. strikes against alleged drug boats in the Pacific Ocean and Caribbean Sea since September.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth speaks to senior military leaders Sept. 30 at Marine Corps Base Quantico in Quantico, Virginia. (Andrew Harnik/Reuters)


By Andrew Jeong | 2025-10-30
The U.S. military destroyed another vessel in the eastern Pacific on Wednesday that Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said was carrying illegal drugs toward the United States, killing four males on board whom he described as "narco-terrorists."
The strike occurred in international waters and did not result in any U.S. casualties, Hegseth said. "This vessel, like all the others, was known by our intelligence to be involved in illicit narcotics smuggling, was transiting along a known narco-trafficking route, and carrying narcotics," he said in a post on social media.
The post included a video clip that shows a small vessel with unidentified cargo being hit by a projectile before erupting into flames.
The Pentagon could not be immediately reached for comment late Wednesday.
With this latest strike, at least 61 people have been killed since September in more than a dozen U.S. attacks on boats that were allegedly carrying narcotics in the Caribbean Sea or the Pacific Ocean. The Trump administration has not presented proof that the vessels were carrying illegal drugs or that those killed were convicted criminals. The extrajudicial nature of the killings has raised questions about their legality.
Two people survived one of the Trump administration-ordered assaults this month. They were quickly released to the authorities of their home countries -- Colombia and Ecuador -- triggering suspicion that they were let go to avoid extended legal scrutiny of the U.S.'s actions, The Washington Post previously reported.
The Trump administration has sought to justify the operations by designating Latin American drug cartels as terrorist organizations and telling Congress that it is waging war against narcoterrorism.
Aside from the strikes on the alleged drug boats, the administration has amassed a formidable armada in the Caribbean and eastern Pacific, including warships, an expeditionary Marines unit, drones, fighter planes and surveillance aircraft. The Navy's most modern and biggest carrier in tonnage, the USS Gerald Ford was headed to the area as of last week.
The buildup of an estimated 10,000 sailors and Marines in the area came after President Donald Trump accused Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro of being responsible for trafficking drugs to the U.S. and authorized the CIA to conduct missions inside Venezuela.
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Asia
How one cyberscamming syndicate used Singapore for legitimacy
The chairman of Prince Group, indicted over online scams, and his associates took advantage of Singapore's reputation as a stable and predictable financial capital.

Singapore's central business district skyline in May. (Edgar Su/Reuters)


By Shibani Mahtani | 2025-10-30
SINGAPORE -- The co-working space, up on the eighth floor of one of this city-state's many nondescript office buildings, included a few unique perks: a pool table, karaoke room and private cigar bar.
It was also a front for about a dozen companies that helped launder money on behalf of one of the biggest transnational crime syndicates in Asia, according to U.S. prosecutors, and one that allegedly made its billions by forcing trafficked migrant workers to scam people online.
The United States and British governments this month took their most significant action against the cyberscam industry when they sanctioned Prince Holding Group, one of Cambodia's biggest conglomerates, and its chairman, Chen Zhi, and froze their assets in both countries. Chen was also criminally indicted in New York.
The two governments and U.S.  prosecutors detailed a network of companies, associates and assets associated with Chen that spanned four continents.
There were properties in London: a $16 million mansion, a $133 million office and 17 flats, according to the U.K. government. There was at least $15 billion worth of bitcoin in the United States, according to prosecutors, amounting to almost a third of Cambodia's gross domestic product  and the largest criminal forfeiture action in the Justice Department's history. There were real estate investments as far as Palau in the Pacific Ocean, according to the U.S. Treasury Department, where Prince Group had leased an island, as reported by The Washington Post in July.
But it was the criminal syndicate's connections to Singapore, a financial capital known for its stable and predictable business environment, that most helped Prince Group legitimize itself. The sanctions and the allegations raised in the indictment underscore the city-state's role in enabling cyberscamming, a multibillion-dollar criminal industry that has become entrenched in Southeast Asia.
These criminal syndicates lure people around the world into industrial-sized compounds where they are then forced to trick people into fake romances and investment schemes, according to victims interviewed by The Post, researchers, prosecutors in Chen's case and others. The industry is led by Chinese organized crime syndicates, researchers say.
As part of that action, more than a dozen Singapore entities and three Singaporeans were sanctioned by Treasury. One of these Singaporeans was described as a "co-conspirator" of Chen's, working as one of his top executives as he oversaw these cyberscam compounds in Cambodia, according to the indictment. Workers were sometimes beaten into compliance.
Apart from the companies and individuals named by Treasury, several other Singaporean individuals and companies played critical roles in shaping Prince Group's image and corporate strategy, according to The Post's reporting.
These include Gabriel Tan, who was the conglomerate's head of communications and also led the Prince Foundation, which claimed to be its charitable arm, and Edward Lee, who was the head of Prince Group's real estate arm.
Lee and Tan -- who previously handled media inquiries for Prince Group but has updated his LinkedIn profile to say he is on a "career break" -- did not respond to requests for comment. Both were also named in a bill proposed to Congress last month as individuals who should be sanctioned for enabling cyberscams.
A Singaporean law firm, Duane Morris & Selvam LLP, separately acted as Prince Group's legal representative in rebutting media outlets and individuals who connected the company with illicit activity. The law firm issued a series of public joint statements with Prince Group refuting Radio Free Asia's reporting on the company last year, and was as recently as June threatening a defamation suit against Jacob Sims, a visiting fellow at Harvard University who has also investigated the company, according to a copy seen by The Post.
A spokeswoman for Duane Morris & Selvam said the firm no longer represents Prince Group, declining to elaborate on when the relationship started or ended.
Prince Group, analysts say, represents the latest and among the most egregious examples of Singapore's relatively lax business environment being utilized for illicit activity, whether sidestepping American export controls, moving sanctioned crude oil or, most recently, moving profits earned from cyberscamming.

A nighttime view of Singapore this month. (Roslan Rahman/AFP/Getty Images)


In Washington, some lawmakers coined a term -- "Singapore washing" -- to describe the practice of Chinese companies using Singapore to circumvent U.S. scrutiny amid heightened geopolitical tensions.
It is a "pattern of behavior that has more to do with the Singapore ecosystem as a whole," said Ja Ian Chong, an associate professor of political science at the National University of Singapore. "The relative secrecy and lack of a more active press makes it easy for companies to hide here, whether for legitimate or less legitimate reasons."
The Singapore Prime Minister's Office referred The Post to the Ministry of Home Affairs, which provided a summary of Singapore's anti-scam efforts, detailing efforts to preemptively block scams locally and cross-border efforts that saw 32,000 bank accounts frozen and $20 million recovered locally between May and June of this year. Singapore, the home affairs ministry added, is also considering caning as a punishment for scam-related offenses.
The Singapore Police Force, additionally, said it is "looking into the case" of Prince Group and is in contact with foreign counterparts.
The Prime Minister's Office declined to comment on additional questions specific to the phenomenon of "Singapore washing" and on Singapore's role in enabling transnational criminal syndicates.
Little is known about how 38-year-old Chen, who is originally from Fujian province in China but has become a Cambodian citizen, first amassed his wealth.
The website of one of his now-sanctioned Singapore-based companies, an asset management firm that claimed to be registered by the Monetary Authority of Singapore, the city-state's central bank, describes him as a "young business prodigy" who "started assisting his father in their family business in 1980s Shenzhen." (Chen would have been 3 years old in 1990.)
The Monetary Authority of Singapore said in an email after this story was published that the firm, DW Capital Holdings, is not licensed under them. 
The website, which was taken offline after The Post made inquiries, said Chen set up internet cafes in the southern Chinese city of Shenzhen at the start of the digital age, and used the profits to invest in real estate in Cambodia -- building his "empire" there.
According to U.S. prosecutors, Chen and Prince Group's criminal activities date back to at least 2015. Their legitimate businesses became cover for fraud, the indictment said, as they "used their political influence in multiple countries" to protect themselves.
In Cambodia, Chen is among the most politically connected tycoons, serving first as an adviser to Cambodia's Interior Ministry and later to former prime minister Hun Sen and his son Hun Manet, the current prime minister. He has been honored with the title Neak Oknha, the equivalent to an English lord.
When Cambodia hosted the Association of Southeast Asian Nations Summit in 2022, a subsidiary of Prince Group made limited-edition luxury watches for Hun Sen, who gifted them to world leaders attending. Prince Horology could not be reached for comment.

Vehicles drive past the Prince International Plaza in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, on Oct. 15. (Tang Chhin Sothy/AFP/Getty Images)


Touch Sokhak, a spokesman for Cambodia's Interior Ministry, declined to comment on the links between Chen and Cambodia's leadership.
"Cambodia will cooperate, in accordance with the law, with all legitimate requests" from foreign counterparts, he said. "However, that does not mean we are accusing Prince [Group] or Chen Zhi of committing the crimes alleged by the U.S. or the UK."
Chen's influence went beyond Cambodia. According to the indictment, he was able to get information in advance of raids on scam compounds by bribing officials from China's Ministry of Public Security and Ministry of State Security. The ministries did not respond to request for comment.
On one occasion around July 2023, prosecutors alleged, one of Chen's associates directed a Chinese law enforcement official to extort businesses on behalf of Prince Group. Beijing has led a high-profile crackdown on these forced-labor compounds in the region, recently sentencing 11 scam compound leaders to death for running similar operations in Myanmar.
But if political connections in Cambodia and China were critical to Prince Group's ability to amass an astronomical level of wealth, it was Singapore that then played a significant role in helping launder and legitimize that money, according to a review of the indictment, the Treasury sanctions, and corporate records of the Singapore-registered companies and people who have investigated Prince Group in recent years.
Efforts to present themselves as legitimate businesses there were so successful that, just last December, the Nanyang Technological University of Singapore, one of the city's three biggest universities, partnered with the Prince Foundation on an overseas learning program focused on expanding access to education and entrepreneurship. NTU was also advertising an internship at Belt Road Capital Management, a now-sanctioned private equity firm that invested Chen's money in projects across the region.
An university spokesperson said NTU partnered with Prince Group or its subsidiaries in 2022, 2023 and 2024 on a three-week overseas program "where students work with companies to solve real business challenges." But, in response to questions from The Post, they said the university does not have an ongoing collaboration with the group.
Separately, a wholly owned subsidiary of the Singapore government's investment firm, Temasek Group, partnered with a Prince Group subsidiary to draw up a master plan for a planned "eco-city" in Sihanoukville on Cambodia's coast.
Temasek, in a statement, said the relationship between its subsidiary, SJ Group, and the Prince Group project ended in 2022.
Some of Chen's associates in Singapore were not discreet about flaunting their access to the world of the super wealthy.
Nigel Tang Wan Bao Nabil, a 32-year-old Singaporean who was also sanctioned by the U.S. for his connections to Chen, showcased a luxurious life at sea on his Instagram, sailing yachts for clients whose identities have not been disclosed. He gave a tour of one of these boats, a 177-foot superyacht, when it went on sale last year for $17.8 million. He also hosted events at the Singapore co-working space, featuring high-end tequilas, mezcals and other rare spirits, according to Instagram and LinkedIn posts.
Tang's yacht management company and storage solutions company were also sanctioned by the U.S., and share the same address as the co-working space.
These individuals have scrambled to either remove or clean up their public profiles since the U.K. and U.S. government announcements this month. Tang's Instagram and LinkedIn profiles have been deleted. Tang could not be reached for comment.
When a Post reporter visited the co-working space two days after the sanctions announcement, its lights were off, and no one answered the door. Two people inside hid behind a kitchen island. An Italian wine and photography event that was meant to be held at the space this Wednesday was canceled, without explanation.
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Europe
U.S. to withdraw some troops from Romania, NATO's eastern flank
It is the first announcement of the Trump administration's plans to scale back forces in Europe, where the U.S. has underpinned security since World War II.

U.S. soldiers operate vessels across the Danube River during military exercises in Frecatei, Romania, in June. (Daniel Mihailescu/AFP/Getty Images)


By Ellen Francis, Noah Robertson | 2025-10-29
BRUSSELS -- The United States has informed NATO allies it is withdrawing some troops from Europe's eastern flank, as America's longtime partners nervously await decisions on a broader U.S. military drawdown.
Romania's Defense Ministry said Wednesday that the U.S. will cease the rotation of a brigade that had troops in several European countries, including at an air base in Romania serving as a NATO hub on the Black Sea.
U.S. Army Europe confirmed the move, describing it as part of a "deliberate process to ensure a balanced U.S. military force posture." The statement said the combat brigade would return "to their Kentucky-based home unit without replacement."
"This is not an American withdrawal from Europe or a signal of lessened commitment to NATO," it added. "Rather this is a positive sign of increased European capability and responsibility."
It is the first announcement of the Trump administration's plans to scale back forces in Europe, where the U.S. military umbrella has underpinned security since World War II.
More than 1,700 U.S. military personnel were deployed in Romania as of April. Officials there did not specify how many would now be withdrawn. The ministry said about 1,000 American forces would remain and continue to "represent a guarantee of the U.S. commitment to regional security."
The American brigade being pulled, which was nearing the end of its deployment, numbers about 3,000 troops, according to two people familiar with the issue, who like others spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter. The brigade had troops in Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary and Slovakia, Romanian Defense Minister Ionut Mosteanu said Wednesday.
America's traditional allies have fretted about a U.S. military pullback since President Donald Trump's administration took office this year and made clear its intentions to shift assets from the continent.
The Trump administration says European nations should take greater control of their own defenses, and the president has secured promises from NATO members to spend drastically more on their militaries.
But the messaging has also left some countries confused about what commitments the U.S. will keep, with fears particularly acute in Eastern Europe and the Baltics, which are near Russia and Ukraine's borders.
The Pentagon is in the final stages of publishing a new defense strategy that will deprioritize Europe and Africa in favor of the U.S. homeland and to a lesser extent Asia, The Washington Post has reported. The Pentagon has yet to detail the extent or timeline of any possible changes. Three NATO diplomats said that the review was previously expected this month but has been delayed.

U.S. Army personnel at the Smardan military training facility in Romania in June 2022. (Daniel Mihailescu/AFP/Getty Images)


NATO officials say they are coordinating with the administration. European powers including France and Britain have worked to persuade Washington that any plans to pull forces should involve a discussion and allow time to fill gaps.
In emailed comments on Wednesday, the military alliance sought to downplay the U.S. posture change, adding that NATO was "in close contact" with Washington about the balance of forces on the continent. "The US commitment to NATO is clear," it said.
But Trump's dizzying foreign policy moves, as he seeks to broker a deal between Ukraine and Russia, have triggered existential questions about the transatlantic relationship and a European scramble to find billions of euros for a military buildup.
European leaders have also sought to keep American presence in Europe off the table in any U.S. negotiations with the Kremlin, which has made demands on NATO posture beyond Ukraine.
Despite the European concerns, however, Trump said last month that Washington could increase its military presence in Poland. The U.S. has more-powerful brigades deployed on the continent than the one being pulled from Romania, including in Poland.
U.S. troop levels in Europe have declined since the end of the Cold War, except for a rebound early in the Ukraine war. The United States has between 75,000 and 105,000 troops on the continent since Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine.
The Romanian defense minister said the withdrawal of a brigade -- seen as a show of force in one of NATO's most exposed regions -- reflects the U.S. shift "toward the Indo-Pacific." He said, however, that troop levels would remain above those before the Ukraine invasion.
"This is not as bad as it could have been," but "we don't know what force posture changes are yet to come," said Torrey Taussig, who helped direct Europe policy on the Biden administration's National Security Council.
She argued that the reductions would undercut the U.S. campaign to stop Russia's war in Ukraine, just as Trump is escalating pressure on the Kremlin, including with new sanctions on Russian oil firms. "This, if anything, just alleviates pressure," said Taussig, who now works at the Atlantic Council.
Still, European diplomats have said that they expected a withdrawal of the surge of about 20,000 U.S. troops announced by the Biden administration early in the Ukraine war.
By removing one of the brigades in Eastern Europe, the Trump administration is returning the U.S. posture on the continent closer to levels that existed before the war. Several NATO diplomats said they see such a reduction as a welcome sign that Trump isn't poised to make far more extensive cuts, and they believe the Pentagon's review will bring less dramatic changes than they had feared.
Before leaving office, the Biden administration also considered withdrawing such a brigade, given the expense of hosting the troops so far from U.S. soil, former officials said.
On Wednesday, the Republican chairs of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees issued a rare public statement denouncing the Pentagon's announcement and arguing it ignored lawmakers' intent. "Unfortunately, the Pentagon's decision appears uncoordinated and directly at odds with the President's strategy," wrote Sen. Roger Wicker (R-Mississippi) and Rep. Mike D. Rogers (R-Alabama).
Both versions of the National Defense Authorization Act -- Congress's must-pass defense policy bill -- require the Pentagon to consult with Capitol Hill before making major cuts to the U.S. posture in Europe. The bills are being reconciled ahead of a final vote later this fall.
"It is concerning that Congress was not consulted in advance," the lawmakers wrote, noting that they were seeking more information from the Pentagon.
Sen. Mitch McConnell (Kentucky), the Republican chair of the Senate panel on defense spending and a frequent critic of the Trump Pentagon, was even sharper.
"If you have to say it's not 'a signal of lessened commitment,' then it probably is," McConnell said in a statement.
The U.S. Army statement said it "maintains a robust presence" in Europe and the ability to "support U.S. priorities, including President Trump's commitment to defend NATO allies."
American administrations have long warned European allies that priorities would change, but with Trump's return to power, the continent's leaders found themselves woefully unprepared and feared an abrupt pivot.
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth rattled European officials during his first visit to NATO in February, when he somberly declared they would be left in charge of their conventional defenses. He has since struck a more upbeat tone, welcoming European pledges to boost military budgets.
Trump also shifted from long-standing skepticism to embracing NATO after a deal granted his wish for Europeans to more than double annual spending on their militaries by 2035.
The remaining troops in Romania will preserve a U.S. presence in the country, which is used to operate an advanced missile defense system that makes Bucharest a greater target.
The decision will stir fresh anxiety among NATO members, some of whom, like Romania, have incurred substantial expenses while tailoring bases on their territory to the exact requirements of the U.S. military.
Some officials say they would be more worried by the U.S. moving advanced military assets in which the Europeans are lagging, such as for surveillance or air defense, than a limited troop drawdown.
Daniel Fried, a former U.S. ambassador to Poland, wrote on X that sending the brigade in Romania back was "not glorious but not fatal to European security."
Robertson reported from Washington. Adrian Blanco Ramos in Madrid contributed to this report.
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Extreme Weather
Hurricane Melissa hits Cuba; has killed at least 26 in Haiti and Jamaica
At least 20 people in Haiti died Wednesday when a river overflowed. The storm was expected to hit the Bahamas next.
By Livern Barrett, Ben Noll, Victoria Craw, Sammy Westfall, Widlore Merancourt, Dan Lamothe | 2025-10-30

Category 3 Hurricane Melissa makes landfall in Cuba early on Oct. 29. Data source: NOAA.


KINGSTON, Jamaica -- Hurricane Melissa made landfall in Cuba early Wednesday as a Category 3 storm after devastating western Jamaica on Tuesday.
Flooding in Haiti, meanwhile, killed at least 20 people, including 10 children, according to Haiti's Civil Protection Directorate. Search efforts are still underway, with at least 13 missing across Haiti.
Melissa struck near Chivirico, Cuba, with wind speeds of 125 mph around 3 a.m., 14 hours after its first landfall in western Jamaica. As of 11 a.m. Eastern time, Melissa was located about 150 miles south of the Central Bahamas as a Category 2 storm. Maximum winds had decreased to 100 mph.
The storm is accelerating northeast as a midlatitude weather system begins to capture it. That's expected to swing Melissa toward Bermuda by Thursday night. A hurricane warning is in effect there.
Melissa made landfall in Jamaica on Tuesday as a Category 5 hurricane with 185-mph winds. Footage showed flooded roads and destroyed buildings, but the full extent of the damage was not yet clear. Jamaican Prime Minister Andrew Holness told CNN on Tuesday night that there had been no reports of deaths during the hurricane so far, but that "we are expecting that there would be some loss of life."
At least 20 people died Wednesday morning in Petit-Goave, Haiti, when the La Digue river overflowed, according to Haiti's Civil Protection Directorate. Officials in Haiti reported three weather-related deaths last week, when Melissa was a tropical storm.
In Haiti's southern region, several towns have been overwhelmed by floodwaters. Rising rivers have submerged roads, halted traffic and inundated homes, while strong winds have torn the roofs off multiple schools, according to a government update Wednesday. More than 13,900 people have taken refuge in temporary shelters nationwide.
The U.S. military and State Department were assessing needs across the region Wednesday, officials said.
The State Department said it was deploying a disaster assistance response team and search-and-rescue teams that will work with affected countries and communities. The Jamaican government has requested assistance, U.S. officials said.
The United States is in close contact with the governments of Jamaica, Haiti, the Dominican Republic and the Bahamas, Secretary of State Marco Rubio said Wednesday on X.
U.S. Southern Command, which oversees military operations in the region from a headquarters in Florida, is making plans to send an assessment team to Jamaica, said Col. Emanuel Ortiz. The team will examine conditions and needs Jamaica may have for lifesaving, urgent humanitarian aid and disaster response operations. He said it was too soon to speculate on what that support might be.
Three people were killed and 13 were injured while preparing for the storm, Jamaica's health minister said Monday.
Jamaica's government declared the entire country a disaster area Wednesday, as officials worked to assess damage in the hardest-hit areas: the western parishes of Manchester, St. Elizabeth, Westmoreland, St. James and Hanover. A senior official said Wednesday morning that St. Elizabeth was "underwater."

People walk in the street of Santiago de Cuba on Tuesday. (Yamil Lage/AFP/Getty Images)


Melissa passed through Cuba on Wednesday, bringing heavy rains that caused widespread flooding. Some 10 to 20 inches of rain -- and up to 25 inches in some mountainous areas -- were expected, according to the National Hurricane Center.
Hurricane warnings covered the Cuban provinces of Granma, Santiago de Cuba, Guantanamo, Holguin and Las Tunas, while a tropical storm warning was in effect for Camaguey.
Cuba prepared for a "worst-case" scenario, which proved to be effective, Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel said early Wednesday. More than 735,000 people were evacuated by Tuesday night, he said. A national disaster plan was also activated in the Bahamas, where the National Hurricane Center said 5 to 10 inches of rain would fall, resulting in flash floods.
Officials at Naval Station Guantanamo Bay in southeastern Cuba planned to assess damage there when weather permitted, said Navy spokesman Stephen Strickland. Conditions on the U.S. base shortly before noon Wednesday were still too unsafe; personnel there were directed to shelter in place.
Before the storm, the Navy evacuated about 860 people, including U.S. troops, civilian employees, contractors, family members and 80 pets to Naval Air Station Pensacola in Florida, Strickland said.

People cover a car in Santiago de Cuba in preparation for the storm on Tuesday. (Norlys Perez/Reuters)


After moving away from Jamaica late Tuesday, Melissa briefly dipped to Category 3 intensity but became a formidable Category 4 storm within hours as it tapped into exceedingly warm ocean water, above 86 degrees, which is high-octane fuel for restrengthening. It then dropped to Category 3 just before making landfall in Cuba.
Melissa's third and final landfall -- forecast as a strong Category 2 or 3 hurricane -- is expected in the central or southeastern Bahamas late Wednesday, probably on Long Island or Crooked Island, though the storm's center could miss the narrow land masses. The southeastern Bahamas are expecting heavy rains and a possible storm surge of 5 to 8 feet.
After that, Melissa is expected to race northward, passing west of Bermuda, where a hurricane watch has been issued, late Thursday into Friday and bring squally rain, strong winds and dangerous seas.
Around the same time, Melissa's moisture will add fuel to a separate storm that will bring heavy rain and wind from the Mid-Atlantic to New England -- one that could produce isolated flooding and wind damage, especially in higher elevations and near the coast.
Melissa is forecast to pass just south of Newfoundland, Canada, late Friday or early Saturday before the storm's remnants are shredded apart by the jet stream in the open waters of the North Atlantic.
In Jamaica, blue skies will return Wednesday, with those tranquil conditions extending into Cuba and the Bahamas by Thursday. For now, no additional tropical storm threats loom after Melissa.

Hurricane Melissa crossed Jamaica on Oct. 28 as one of the strongest storms on record in the Atlantic basin. Officials said it's too early to assess the damage.


After making landfall around 1 p.m. Tuesday near New Hope, Jamaica, Melissa ripped across the western part of the country, bringing total amounts of 12 to 24 inches of rain -- with some isolated areas seeing up to 30 inches, the National Hurricane Center said.
Some 77 percent of homes in the country had no electricity Wednesday, the government said. Holness, the Jamaican prime minister, told CNN that the government had heard reports of damage to hospitals, residential housing, commercial property and roads, and that it would work to restore electricity and communications, and address the need for food and shelter starting Wednesday.
He declared the country a disaster area on Tuesday, and an order to prevent price gouging for essential supplies has been renewed. Some 400,000 people have been affected by the hurricane, according to the Jamaican government.
Power outages and damage to infrastructure saw national connectivity drop to 30 percent of ordinary levels, according to internet-monitoring group NetBlocks.
The U.S. State Department said it had authorized U.S. government employees and their families to leave the country and temporarily reduced staffing at its embassy in Kingston. Tourists were urged to reschedule travel.
Desmond McKenzie, the country's minister of local government, said at a news briefing Tuesday that nearly 15,000 people were staying in shelters. He added that some residents were staying in makeshift shelters and that, "in most cases, we were able to get limited supplies to those persons within those shelters."
Videos of destruction in Jamaica's Black River, about 10 miles southeast of where Melissa made landfall, circulated on social media. At least three families were trapped in homes there, McKenzie said, under difficult conditions for rescue teams. He declined to speculate on their fate, with key details still in question. In Cave Valley, across Jamaica's mountainous interior, flooding left a home submerged.
The Jamaica Observer published video of flooding at Sangster International Airport in Montego Bay, showing the roof destroyed and rain pouring in. Authorities had closed the airport last week. Hospitals and police stations in St. Elizabeth were also significantly damaged, it reported. Norman Manley International Airport in Kingston is expected to stay closed to commercial flights until the end of the week, but relief supplies are expected to start arriving by Thursday, according to the Observer.
Jamaica's Constabulary Force posted a video on social media showing flooded roads and destroyed buildings. The Black River Police Station had become a shelter for residents whose houses had been flooded, it said.
Hurricane chaser Josh Morgerman, who was near Melissa's landfall location, described: "Frightening power. Whiteout. Roofs tearing off. Gusts like bombs going off. Painful ears. Praise the lord for solid concrete."
Bryanna Hadaway, who works at the World Food Program's Caribbean Multi-Country Office, said the team had been sheltering in place in Kingston in "absolutely harrowing" winds.
Aid agencies worked to surge supplies to the region as Melissa approached. "Access will be a major challenge. If the storm surge hits hard, it will be difficult to get humanitarian staff in and move food and relief supplies -- alternative airstrips are being prepared," Brian Bogart said in a statement Tuesday. He leads WFP's Caribbean Multi-Country Office in Barbados.
On Tuesday, Melissa equaled the strongest landfalling Atlantic hurricanes on record, according to wind speed and pressure, tying with Hurricane Dorian in 2019 and the Labor Day Hurricane of 1935.
The Hurricane Center noted that it will take time to fully understand Melissa's intensity. "While Melissa's landfall intensity is among the strongest ever recorded in the Atlantic basin, it will take extensive post-analysis to determine exactly where it ranks among landfalling Atlantic hurricanes," it said.
While Melissa was south of Jamaica, its pace of strengthening was twice the rate needed to qualify as rapid, making the storm extraordinary. But the storm kept defying the odds, intensifying to 185 mph just before landfall in southwestern Jamaica.
Meteorologist Andy Hazelton, citing satellite and hurricane hunter data, suggested that Melissa's winds may have been even stronger, possibly exceeding Hurricane Allen's record-high 190-mph winds, which happened over the ocean before it made landfall in 1980.
Lamothe and Westfall reported from Washington, Noll from Auckland, New Zealand, and Craw from London.
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Americas
Death toll of police raid in Rio doubles to 132, state watchdog says
The operation was the deadliest in Brazilian history. Authorities say they were targeting the Red Command, one of Brazil's most powerful organized crime groups.

Mourners gather around bodies Wednesday, the day after police targeted the criminal organization Red Command in Rio de Janeiro. (Ricardo Moraes/Reuters)


By Marina Dias | 2025-10-30
BRASILIA -- At least 132 people were killed Tuesday in a massive police operation against one of Brazil's most powerful criminal organizations, the Rio de Janeiro state public defender's office said Wednesday, as residents of the two targeted favelas brought scores of bodies out to a public square.
Rio state police put the number Wednesday at 119, the deadliest police operation in Brazilian history. Claudio Castro, Rio state's tough-on-crime governor, said it was only 58 -- 54 "criminals" and four police officers.
A group of 2,500 civil and military police officers launched raids in the Alemao and Penha favelas of northern Rio early Tuesday with armored vehicles, helicopters and drones, state officials said Tuesday. The goal, police said, was to "capture criminal leaders" and "counter the territorial expansion" of the Comando Vermelho, or Red Command.
Red Command members responded with gunfire and drones, barricading roads with buses and lighting cars on fire, causing chaos and panic.
Castro, a protege and ally of right-wing former president Jair Bolsonaro, said the operation was the largest in state history.
The "only victims," he told reporters Wednesday, were the four police officers who died. "Apart from the loss of the officers' lives, the rest of the operation was a success."
Brazil's second-largest city woke Wednesday to count its dead. Hours after state officials put the death toll at 64 on Tuesday, favela residents laid more than 70 bodies out in rows on the ground, Brazilian media reported. Family members lifted sheets, recognized loved ones and screamed.

Bodies, some covered with sheets, are laid out on a Rio street. (Renato Spyrro/EPA/Shutterstock)



A woman mourns Wednesday over bodies. (Silvia Izquierdo/AP)


The Rio state public defender's office, an independent agency, said Wednesday morning it had confirmed 132 deaths and was still counting. The office had a team on the ground.
State authorities reported 115 suspected criminals and four police officers dead. They did not release identities. Federal Justice Minister Ricardo Lewandowski said the dead included "innocent civilians."
Police said they also arrested 113 people, 10 of them minors, and seized 118 weapons.
Favela residents described difficulty leaving their homes during more than 12 hours of gunfire, Brazilian media reported.
Castro said police were "striking a hard blow against crime."
"The police will not leave the streets until the situation is fully under control," he said in a video posted to social media. "We will not back down."
Castro said violence in Rio was no longer a matter of "ordinary crime" but "narcoterrorism."

Officers escort a man arrested during the operation Tuesday. (Mauro Pimentel/AFP/Getty Images)



Suspected drug dealers are detained by military police in Penha. (Aline Massuca/Reuters)


Police raids against criminal groups embedded in favelas have been common in Rio since the 1990s, particularly under conservative administrations and before international events (the city is to host pre-COP30 events next week before Brazil launches the climate summit). They have not prevented the groups from expanding their territory and diversifying their criminal portfolios.
Since Castro became governor in 2021, police have launched the three deadliest operations in state history: Jacarezinho, in 2021, when 28 were killed, the state's previous high; Penha, in 2022, with 23; and Alemao and Penha on Tuesday.
What distinguished Tuesday's operation was the scale of the killing. The 119 reported by state police was more than four times the number killed at Jacarezinho.
Victor dos Santos, Rio's public security secretary, told The Washington Post this year that police must fight the gangs' territorial expansion because "territory means revenue for criminals."
"They exploit every service beyond drugs -- water, electricity, gas, internet," he said. "The mafia used to do that; the mafia was also territorial."
Tuesday's raid followed more than a year of investigation, police said.
Violence and how to prevent it is one of the most sensitive political debates for Brazilians, surpassing the economy and health care as a top concern in recent polls. Castro urged leftist President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva to provide greater support in fighting crime.
Lewandowski, the justice minister, said he had received no formal request for cooperation from Rio's government ahead of the operation. He described it as "extremely violent."
"It is deeply regrettable that security officers -- and, worse yet, innocent civilians -- lose their lives," he told reporters Tuesday. "Combating organized crime requires planning."
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Europe
Trump rebukes Putin for testing new missiles, tells him to end the war
Russia tested a nuclear-powered cruise missile that it said is capable of traveling thousands of miles. Trump countered that there is a U.S. nuclear submarine off Russia's coast.

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters aboard Air Force One while traveling from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, to Tokyo on Monday. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


By Robyn Dixon | 2025-10-29
President Donald Trump rebuked Russia on Monday for testing a new nuclear-capable cruise missile instead of working to end the war in Ukraine -- a testy exchange that is indicative of how relations between the countries have worsened in recent weeks.
Russia on Sunday announced a successful test of a nuclear-powered cruise missile called Burevestnik, which Russia says can carry a nuclear warhead and travel for more than 8,000 miles. Russian President Vladimir Putin, dressed in military fatigues, hailed it as "a unique product, unlike anything else in the world."
When asked by journalists on Air Force One whether he saw the test as nuclear saber-rattling, Trump said the United States had a nuclear submarine right off Russia's coast and that it didn't need to travel 8,000 miles.
"I don't think it's an appropriate thing for Putin to be saying either, by the way. You ought to get the war ended. A war that should have taken one week is now in its soon-to-be fourth year. That's what you ought to do instead of testing missiles," he said.
Russia's Skyfall cruise missile, as it is known in the U.S., has been under development for several years and has had a number of failed tests. Experts have said it is more a provocation than a major advance in military technology. Putin unveiled six "invincible" nuclear missiles in March 2018, including Burevestnik.
Commenting on Trump's statement, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Russia would not be dissuaded from its weapons tests.
"Despite our openness to establishing dialogue with the U.S., Russia and the Russian president are guided by their own national interests. This has been the case, is the case now and will continue to be the case in the future," Peskov said. He accused the U.S. of "unfriendly actions" toward Russia, which he said "complicated" efforts to improve ties.
After adopting a policy that was much more open toward Russia than his predecessor was and speaking directly with Putin several times, Trump is now expressing frustration with the Russian leader over the lack of resolution to the war in Ukraine. Last week he announced sanctions against Russian oil companies, the first since he took office. Other administration officials have also adopted a firmer tone, including Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, who on Sunday dismissed Kirill Dmitriev, head of Russia's sovereign wealth fund and a key interlocutor with the administration, as a "Russian propagandist."
Dmitriev said in television interviews while visiting the U.S. over the weekend that the new sanctions would not affect Russia's economy and would only lead to higher American gasoline prices. He asserted that Russia's Ministry of Defense says it attacks only military targets and claimed that a diplomatic solution to the war was reasonably close.
Asked about Dmitriev's comments, Bessent criticized the journalist for "quoting a Russian propagandist."
"If you go through and look at every Russian talking point, they seem to use the word, 'We have immunized the economy against this.' Well, they haven't immunized the economy. Their oil earnings are down 20 percent year over year," he said. Bloomberg News reported the drop earlier this month, due to lower oil prices and a stronger ruble.

Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks with Gen. Valery Gerasimov, chief of the general staff of the Russian armed forces. (Russian Presidential Press Office/Handout/EPA/Shutterstock)


Russia's military commander, Gen. Valery Gerasimov, on Sunday claimed that the Burevestnik missile had flown for 8,700 miles in a 15-hour test Oct. 21 and that it could strike any heavily protected target with "guaranteed accuracy."
The comments by Putin and Gerasimov on the missile test mark the latest instance of nuclear posturing by Russian officials during the war in Ukraine, which analysts attribute to Russia's attempts to deter the U.S. and Europe from supporting Kyiv.
The uptick in confrontational rhetoric came after Russia last week rejected Trump's call to freeze fighting at current battle lines in Ukraine. A phone call between Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov on Oct. 20 led to the cancellation of a planned meeting in Budapest between Trump and Putin.
Arms experts have questioned whether the missile lives up to Moscow's boasts but have noted that it could be a destabilizing factor amid what many see as a new arms race at a time when relations between Moscow and Washington are fragile.
Jeffrey Lewis, a distinguished fellow at the Foreign Policy Research Institute and a distinguished scholar on global security at Middlebury College, cast doubt on Russian claims that the missile could not be intercepted. He said the missile "isn't invincible. It's a subsonic (~260 m/s) cruise missile. NATO aircraft could intercept it."
"The problem is that Burevestnik is yet another step in an arms race that offers no victory for either side," Lewis wrote on X. Previous tests had lasted between four seconds and two minutes, when the engine failed to ignite.
In 2019, a Burevestnik missile sank in the White Sea during a failed test, and an explosion occurred during the recovery, releasing radiation and killing seven people, including nuclear scientists.
Decker Eveleth, a nuclear deterrence analyst at the Center for Naval Analyses military think tank, wrote on X that it was "extremely doubtful that Burevestnik is all that capable a system. A terror weapon, but not much else."
"Flying the system in a figure 8 for a while doesn't really prove [it's] capable of targeting what they want to target," he added.
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Middle East conflict
Israeli strikes kill more than 100 people in Gaza, including 46 children
Israel said the strikes were a response to alleged violations of the ceasefire by Hamas.

Palestinians survey the damage following an Israeli airstrike targeting a residential block in a refugee camp in Gaza City on Wednesday. (Mohammed Saber/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Siham Shamalakh, Abbie Cheeseman | 2025-10-29
Israel said Wednesday that it had stopped attacking Gaza after it killed more than 100 people in a wave of strikes overnight and into the morning -- a response to what Israeli officials said were violations of the ceasefire agreement it made with Hamas.
The Gaza Health Ministry said that 104 people were killed in the bombardment, which was carried out across Gaza, and that 46 of the dead were children. The death toll is the highest in a single day since the ceasefire, which was brokered by the United States, went into effect on Oct. 10.
More than 200 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza since Israel and Hamas agreed to halt the fighting. The Israeli military says that three of its soldiers have been killed -- including one who was shot and killed on Tuesday -- all of them in Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip. Hamas has denied involvement in the attacks.
The violence has threatened to upend an already tenuous deal to end the war, one that called for phased withdrawals of Israeli troops and a surge in aid to the Palestinian enclave. On Wednesday, Hamas described the strikes in Gaza as a violation of the deal and said there was "a clear Israeli intention to undermine the ceasefire agreement and impose new realities by force."
"Hamas is committed to the ceasefire agreement, and we call on the mediators to take immediate action to compel the occupation to implement the terms of the agreement," said Hamas official Taher al-Nounou, according to Palestinian media.

Israel resumed its ceasefire in Gaza on Oct. 29 after launching airstrikes in response to what it said were violations of the agreement by Hamas.


Gaza residents said the sound of heavy explosions reverberated throughout the night and into Wednesday morning, lasting about 14 hours in total. In videos shared by journalists in Gaza, parents were shown weeping over tiny bodies wrapped in shrouds, and doctors could be seen checking children for pulses, some of them lying fatally wounded in hospital courtyards.
Jomaa Abu Amo, 24, said his young siblings spent the night crying in fear as the strikes grew heavier. When the attacks started late Tuesday, he was passing by al-Shifa Hospital on his way home. He saw rescue teams arriving with the first casualties.
"I saw so many women and children being carried in," he said. "It felt like the war had started all over again, even though we are supposed to be under a ceasefire."

An airstrike is seen Wednesday over northern Gaza from the Israeli side of the border. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)



Palestinians mourn the death of a relative at al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City on Wednesday. (Mohammed Saber/EPA/Shutterstock)


In a statement, the Israeli military said the strikes hit "dozens of terror targets and terrorists" and named 26 people it said were militants killed in the attacks. In a statement, the Hamas-run government media office said that some of the names were incorrect or made up, and that others listed by the military were either still alive or killed earlier in the war. It did not include specific examples. The Israeli military also declined to comment on the reports of civilian deaths, including those of children, in Gaza.
The strikes were ordered by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu amid a growing dispute over whether Hamas is deliberately delaying the handover of the bodies of deceased hostages, many of whom were abducted or killed during the Oct. 7, 2023, attacks. Hamas and allied militants have transferred the remains of 15 out of 28 hostages but said it would take time to locate the others because they lack specialized equipment and cannot venture to areas under Israeli control.
On Monday, the group returned additional remains of Ofir Tzarfati -- a hostage whose body Israel partially recovered in November 2023 -- rather than the remains of a still-unaccounted-for hostage, sparking anger from Israeli officials. Then, on Tuesday, an Israeli soldier was killed by "enemy fire" in Rafah, according to a military official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the incident.
Israeli forces are operating in Rafah to dismantle "terrorist infrastructure," the official said, adding that the gunmen fired as soldiers began destroying an underground tunnel in the area.

Family members and Israeli soldiers surround the grave of Israeli American reservist Yona Efraim Feldbaum, 37, on Wednesday. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)


The Israel Defense Forces identified the soldier as Yona Efraim Feldbaum, 37, from the Combat Engineering Corps.
At an event in New York on Wednesday, Qatari Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani said he believed the attack that killed Feldbaum "was a violation."
"We were expecting there would be a response" from Israel, he said, speaking at the Council on Foreign Relations.
Qatar has acted as a key mediator in the ceasefire talks and hosted Hamas offices in its capital, Doha. Israel bombed those offices on Sept. 9, in an attempt to kill senior Hamas leadership who had gathered there to discuss a U.S. proposal to end the war.
"What matters to us is how we make sure that this event doesn't make this agreement collapse, making sure that we are back on track," Mohammed said, referring to the Israeli soldier's death. "Us and the U.S. and Turkey and Egypt, all of us were focused on that."
There was no indication, however, that the U.S. sought to rein in the Israeli strikes. And as the bombardment began Tuesday evening, President Donald Trump said that he expected Israel to "hit back" if a soldier is killed by enemy fire and repeated his threat that if Hamas is "not good, they're going to be terminated."
"There is and will be no immunity for anyone in the leadership of the terrorist organization Hamas -- neither those in suits nor those hiding in tunnels," Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz said Wednesday. 
"The IDF has been ordered to act forcefully against any Hamas target," he added. "And will do so going forward."
Heidi Levine, Lior Soroka and Karen DeYoung contributed to this report.
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Africa
Election protests erupt in Tanzania with opposition leaders jailed, disqualified 
"Clearly this is a sham election," said one Tanzanian rights activist, of an election season that has seen opposition to the ruling party suppressed.

Supporters of Tanzanian President Samia Suluhu Hassan wave flags and chant slogans during the ruling party's closing campaign rally in Mwanza, Tanzania, on Tuesday. (Michael Jamson/AFP/Getty Images)


By Rael Ombuor | 2025-10-29
Election season in Tanzania has followed a familiar pattern. Posters went up and ballots were mailed out. Then activists were abducted and opposition leaders were jailed.
When Samia Suluhu Hassan was sworn in four years ago after the death of her predecessor -- making her the first Tanzanian woman to ascend to the presidency -- there were brief hopes she would relax the country's repressive political climate. But as she runs for reelection on Wednesday, her main opponents have been detained or disqualified, and those who have spoken out against her have been met with violence.
Protests broke out in Dar es Salaam, the country's largest city, on Wednesday morning shortly after the polls opened. Protesters blocked roads and lit fires as they gathered in crowds, some on motorbikes.
A member of the public and a police officer died in clashes, said Tigere Chagutah, director for east and southern Africa for human rights group Amnesty International, in a statement that urged police to "exercise restraint."
On Wednesday evening, police ordered a 6 p.m. curfew in Dar es Salaam. Amid the unrest, polling stations saw low turnout, and it was unclear if voting could proceed as planned across the country.
The protests come after weeks of election criticism: Rights activists documented dozens of disappearances in the weeks leading up to the vote. A top opposition politician was charged with treason and his deputy was imprisoned. A former ambassador turned critic was dragged from his home by unidentified assailants, his family said, leaving blood dripping down his front steps.
"The abductions are to cause a wave of fear, and that is a wave where especially incumbents in the region want to instill so that they can secure their win," said Amnesty International's East Africa Researcher Roland Ebole. "It should worry everyone."
Oryem Nyeko, senior researcher in the Africa division at Human Rights Watch, said the pattern of violence in the run up to the vote was similar to events around previous elections, but on a larger scale.
Tanzania's chief government spokesperson, Gerson Msigwa, did not respond to a request for comment.
Tanzania, home to nearly 70 million people, has historically been one of the most stable and influential nations in East Africa -- and one of America's closest regional allies. It has been courted by China as well, with its ports serving as a gateway to the lucrative mines in neighboring Democratic Republic of Congo. Known to outsiders for its wildlife safaris and powder sand beaches, Tanzania has struggled with economic stagnation. A quarter of the population lives below the poverty line.
Like countries across the continent, Tanzania has been hit hard by President Donald Trump's campaign to slash global aid spending. Around $216 million in funds was cut this year, according to the Center for Global Development, gutting HIV, malaria, family planning and child health programs. Funding was also withdrawn from civil society groups that advocate for press freedom and democracy, according to a recent report from the Tanzania Human Rights Defenders Coalition, "undermin[ing] government reforms and human rights protections."
"The U.S. provides more foreign aid than any country in the world. We're going to do more than anyone in the world again this year, but we're going to do it the right way: holistically and as part of an integrated foreign policy," the White House press office said in a statement.
The U.S. government, ordinarily outspoken about human rights in Tanzania, has said little about the wave of electoral repression. Neither the embassy Facebook page nor its X account has been updated since Oct. 9. A pinned notice says this is due to the government shutdown.
Five members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on Tuesday issued a statement expressing concern over the conditions of Wednesday's election. "We urge all political actors and civilians in Tanzania and Zanzibar to refrain from violence, no matter what outcome," wrote Democratic Sens. Jeanne Shaheen (New Hampshire), Cory Booker (New Jersey), Chris Coons (Delaware), Tim Kaine (Virginia) and Jacky Rosen (Nevada). "As Tanzanians prepare to vote, their leaders must ensure the process is peaceful, transparent and truly representative of its people," they added.
Hassan's Chama cha Mapinduzi (CCM) is currently the longest-serving ruling party in Africa, having held power since Tanzania declared independence from Britain in 1961. It maintained its grip over decades of one-party rule and has won every election since multiparty democracy was reintroduced in 1992.
But there has rarely, if ever, been a level playing field. The main opposition party, Chama cha Demokrasia na Maendeleo, or Chadema, was barred from fielding a candidate this year after the electoral commission said in April that it had failed to sign a mandatory code of conduct.
Its leader, Tundu Lissu, was tried on treason charges in April, but the trial was adjourned until Nov 3. He was denied bail and remains in detention. His deputy, John Heche, went missing last week and later turned up in jail, Chadema officials said. Party supporters have repeatedly been beaten and arrested by police. Two prominent pro-democracy activists -- a Kenyan and a Ugandan -- attending his trial as observers said they were detained, tortured and sexually assaulted by police.
Before his arrest, Lissu spearheaded a campaign dubbed "no reforms, no elections," urging Tanzanians to boycott the polls until electoral laws were reformed. He called, among other things, for the creation of an independent electoral commission and a provision that would allow election results to be challenged in court.
Luhaga Mpina, the candidate for the Alliance for Change and Transparency, the country's second-largest opposition party, was disqualified from running for allegedly failing to comply with nomination procedures. Sixteen minor parties have been allowed to contest the election, but they pose little threat to the CCM.
Even in Tanzania, Hassan was a relatively obscure figure until being thrust to power in 2021 after the sudden death of President John Magufuli. Initially, she seemed ready to reverse some of her predecessor's most repressive policies, lifting a ban on political rallies and freeing imprisoned journalists.
But as pressure mounted for more tangible political reforms, her administration launched a new crackdown on dissent. Some critics fled to neighboring Kenya, but there was no safety there: in January, Maria Sarungi, a prominent Tanzanian rights activist, survived an abduction attempt after armed gunmen pulled her from a taxi into a waiting van. They stole two of her mobile phones and, after a public outcry, dumped her by the side of the road.
"Clearly this is a sham election," Sarungi told The Washington Post. "The international community must not give any legitimacy to any government formed after this election," which she said was effectively "overturning the will of the people."
In a report this month, Amnesty International documented 18 cases of killings, disappearances and torture of opposition figures and activists, describing a "systematic pattern of enforced disappearances."
Among the disappeared was Amos Pambala, a Chadema official, who responded to a police summons on Oct. 4, and Abednego Sanga, a member of Chadema's youth wing, who was abducted from a pharmacy that same day by armed men. A TikToker nicknamed Ramso, a critic of Hassan, was abducted from his home just days later. None have been seen since, according to Chadema records of the disappeared.
Humphrey Polepole was seized on Oct. 6 from his home in Dar es Salaam. Three months earlier, he had resigned as Tanzania's ambassador to Cuba and criticized the government for human rights violations.
"Since I cannot continue to be part of a leadership that is not motivated by and adheres to the fundamental principles of the country's constitution and party, rights, ethics, dignity and accountability to the citizens, I have voluntarily decided to resign from my leadership and government position," Polepole wrote in his resignation letter.
Shortly before his disappearance, a senior policeman sent Polepole a text message saying, "we will find you," according to his brother, Augustino. His brother's house, Augustino said, was later found full of broken items, with blood on the floor.
In a separate incident four days before Polepole's disappearance, Augustino said their sister was slapped and handcuffed in her home by men who identified themselves as police. He added that their family was shaken by the events, and some fled their homes for safety.
Brenda Rupia, a spokeswoman for Chadema, says she expects to be imprisoned with her colleagues soon. She's a young mother, but she won't back down.
"Sacrifices have to be made, we have to fight, I do not fear anymore," Rupia said. "I was dead yesterday."
Katharine Houreld in Nairobi contributed to this report.
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Economic Policy
Senate votes to quash Trump's 'Liberation Day' global tariffs
The bipartisan move is symbolic, as the House has passed a rule against legislation to block tariffs this year.

President Donald Trump holds an event at the Rose Garden in April to announce sweeping tariffs. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


By Riley Beggin | 2025-10-30
The Senate rebuked President Donald Trump's trade policy for the third time in as many days, voting Thursday 51-47 to eliminate the national emergency underpinning Trump's global tariffs announced in April.
The resolution followed two others earlier this week -- to eliminate duties on goods from Canada and Brazil, respectively -- that passed with bipartisan support, indicating discomfort among lawmakers with the president's aggressive use of tariffs to reshape U.S. trade relationships.
However, the votes are symbolic: The House has preemptively blocked through March any challenges to the president's tariff policy.
"American families are being squeezed by prices going up and up and up," Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Oregon), the sponsor of the resolution, said on the Senate floor ahead of the vote. "Today it's possible for the Senate to focus on bringing families relief to their wallets. Congress can vote to repeal Donald Trump's trade taxes and stop taking money out of Americans' pockets."
Four Republicans who have consistently raised concerns with the administration's trade policy again voted with all of the chamber's Democrats to end the national emergency Trump declared to implement a baseline 10 percent tariff on imports from all countries.
That bloc consists of Sens. Susan Collins (Maine), Lisa Murkowski (Alaska), Rand Paul (Kentucky) and Mitch McConnell (Kentucky).
"Tariffs make both building and buying in America more expensive," McConnell said earlier this week in a statement on all three tariff votes. "The economic harms of trade wars are not the exception to history, but the rule."
Most Republicans voted against the measure.
"I appreciate that my colleagues, as well as our constituents may be nervous about what comes next," said Sen. Mike Crapo (R-Idah0), who spoke in opposition to the measure Thursday morning. "However, at this juncture, this resolution is counterproductive to helping American families and businesses of all sizes."
"It's no secret that, for decades, countries around the globe have raised tariff and non-tariff barriers against Americans and against American businesses," Crapo said. "President Trump is now responding and saying these countries need to ... deal with us in fair and free trade. The president's negotiations are bearing fruit."
In early April, Trump imposed a 10 percent tariff on all countries and additional "reciprocal" tariffs on countries he argued had the largest trade imbalances with the United States. He justified the tariffs by declaring an international emergency over the "large and persistent trade deficit" in international trade relationships.
The announcement set off a flurry of negotiations between the administration and other countries to ease the tariffs. It also prompted a court challenge from U.S. businesses, which will soon be considered by the Supreme Court.
The U.S. has collected about $88 billion in tax revenue from the tariffs through August, according to Customs and Border Protection. Tariffs also increase costs for consumers and are expected to increase taxes by more than $1,600 per household annually and shrink gross domestic product by 0.5 percent over the next decade, according to estimates by the Tax Foundation.
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Economy
The surprising reason home prices remain stubbornly high
A growing number of home sellers are taking lingering properties off the market instead of lowering their prices.

(Frederic J. Brown/AFP/Getty Images)


By Rachel Siegel | 2025-10-30
A growing number of home sellers are taking lingering properties off the market instead of lowering their prices, keeping overall costs high and dampening available listings.
Nationwide, delistings rose 52 percent in September compared to the year before, after peaking at a nearly 72 percent annual growth rate in August, according to fresh data from Realtor.com. That's up from September 2024, when delistings rose 46 percent.
Summer is usually the busiest time in the housing market, and people are more likely to take their homes off the market in the winter. But in September, the rise in delistings outpaced inventory growth threefold, above and beyond typical trends. The number of delistings compared to new listings also rose: for every 100 new listings in August, 28 homes were delisted, up from 16 in August 2024.
There are a few reasons. Scores of owners have low mortgage rates that they secured during the coronavirus pandemic, and they are hesitant to give those up. Other households may also have unrealistic expectations about what buyers are willing to pay, or they're waiting to see how the economy fares.
The result is that sellers are pulling back when buyers and the broader market crave more affordable options, said Jake Krimmel, a senior economist at Realtor.com.
"Delisting is taking a home off the market without selling," Krimmel said. "It's emblematic of a failed transaction, and it is also a kind of metaphor for the market right now."
Inventory isn't vanishing entirely. Active listings still rose for the 24th straight month in September. But the pace has eased every month since May, signaling a kind of plateau when the country still doesn't have enough homes to meet demand.
One result: Home prices are still high. One closely watched metric, released Tuesday by the S&P Cotality Case-Shiller U.S. National Home Price NSA Index, showed August prices rose 1.5 percent compared to the year before. That was down slightly from a 1.6 percent rise the previous month.
The rising share of delistings is also part of why what's known as the "lock-in effect" is predicted to stick around longer than economists expected. Many homeowners have been "locked in" to very low mortgage rates -- 2, 3 or 4 percent -- since the pandemic and don't want to give them up. About 70 percent of current owners have a rate of 5 percent or lower, according to KPMG. Last week, the average 30-year fixed rate mortgage was 6.17 percent, according to Freddie Mac. 
Housing economists figure that "locked in" households will still move eventually; they might have more kids or relocate for a job. Krimmel said a new listing could be a sign of someone "trying to get unlocked." But if the seller isn't pressed to move and has a low mortgage rate or wants to hold out for a desired price, the rest of the market stays "in this residual holding pattern," he said.
Sellers may also hesitate to lower prices if they watched friends or neighbors fetch sky-high sums over the past few years, when bidding wars and all-cash offers dominated the market, said Yelena Maleyev, senior economist at KPMG.
"That kind of psychology sticks around for a while," Maleyev said. "'My neighbor sold their house for $100,000 over asking three years ago. Why can't I?'"
The trend ultimately sheds light on how people feel about the economy. With much uncertainty on prices, jobs and growth, people are waiting to see what 2026 brings. They're also hoping for lower mortgage rates as the Federal Reserve plans to trim its benchmark rate into next year. On Wednesday, the Fed issued its latest quarter-point cut, and while central bankers don't set mortgage rates themselves, those cuts typically make mortgages more affordable.
Meanwhile, major cities are seeing eye-popping delisting rates. Over the past few months in Miami, there were about 55 homes delisted for every 100 new listings coming online. For every 100 new homes listed in Houston, around 40 listings were pulled; in Tampa, around 33.
In Nashville, Ashley Luther saw a slight summer slowdown, combined with more people taking their homes off the market instead of trying a price cut. But that's brought breathing room to the market in other ways, she said. Many owners have turned their houses into rentals, allowing them to keep their low mortgage rates -- and the option of selling down the line. For renters, that's cooled prices and boosted inventory in a city that saw housing costs soar during the pandemic.
"It's an unintended consequence of listings coming off the market," said Luther, owner and broker of CHORD Real Estate. "I can't remember a time, in any price point or any area of Nashville, where I've seen a renters' market."
Still, economists say there's a split between people who can yank their houses off the market and wait for the right offer -- and those who can't. Some households may be up against deadlines or under enough financial pressure that they don't have a choice.
In central Phoenix, Michael Kemp and his wife listed their four-bed, three-bath house a few weeks ago, hoping to downsize to a smaller home that would cost less than their $5,300 per month mortgage. They put the home on the market for $1.1 million.
So far, no bites.
After lowering the price -- first to $1.05 million, then to $999,999 -- Kemp isn't sure what to do. Part of the decision is personal: Since the pandemic, he and his wife have had several job changes, and if work was steadier, they might stay put.
But Kemp also thinks the entire economy is in transition. As a Trump supporter, Kemp said he believes in the president's push to recalibrate the economy. But it will be bumpy, and "we're experiencing that crunch," he said. In the meantime, he said his options -- to sell, refinance or explore other loan products -- are few and far between.
"The flexibility is not there," Kemp said. "So here we are just dog paddling, so to speak."
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Economic Policy
Senate votes to block tariffs on Canada
While symbolic, it is the Senate's second rebuke of Trump's trade policies in as many days.

President Donald Trump meets with Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney on Oct. 7. The Senate measure to block tariffs on Canadian imports won't take effect because the House won't pass it. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin | 2025-10-30
The Senate voted Wednesday to end the national emergency that President Donald Trump declared to impose tariffs on imports from Canada.
Four Republicans joined with all Senate Democrats to approve the measure, which passed 50 to 46. But it won't go into effect because it would still need to be approved by the House, which voted earlier this year to block all legislation challenging Trump's tariffs until March 2026.
It was the second bipartisan vote against Trump's tariffs in as many days -- the Senate also voted Tuesday to block tariffs on Brazilian goods, though that won't take effect, either.
Trump abruptly canceled trade negotiations with Canadian officials this week and added 10 percentage points to existing tariffs over an advertisement from the government of Ontario featuring President Ronald Reagan arguing that tariffs lead to retaliation and shrinking markets and hurt American businesses and workers.
Trump announced 25 percent tariffs on Canadian imports in February by declaring a national emergency and arguing that Canada is not doing enough to stop the flow of fentanyl across the northern border. Canada imposed retaliatory tariffs in response, which were later dropped.
Trump increased the tariffs on goods from Canada to 35 percent in August, and last week, Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney said the country would double its non-U.S. exports over the next 10 years.
In a floor speech ahead of the vote, the resolution's sponsor, Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia), said the emergency power was intended to give the president the power to act in "unusual and extraordinary" circumstances.
"President Trump has stretched this notion of emergency far beyond the language of the statute," he said, warning Republicans that it sets a dangerous precedent. "If President Trump can name anything as an emergency, so can any president henceforth."
Kaine's measure also passed the Senate in April with the support of four Republicans but ran into the same roadblock in the House. The same four Republicans voted for it this time: Sens. Mitch McConnell (Kentucky), Rand Paul (Kentucky), Susan Collins (Maine) and Lisa Murkowski (Alaska).
"Protectionists eagerly celebrate the revenue from tariff duties. But they don't talk nearly as much about how much of that revenue they'll spend protecting American growers and producers from the avoidable harm of their policies," McConnell said in a statement Tuesday, explaining why he would vote to support multiple resolutions to eliminate tariffs this week.
"Tariffs make both building and buying in America more expensive," he added. "The economic harms of trade wars are not the exception to history, but the rule. And no cross-eyed reading of Reagan will reveal otherwise."
However, most Senate Republicans voted to reject Kaine's resolution.
Sen. Mike Crapo (R-Idaho) said in a floor speech ahead of the vote that the resolution is "counterproductive" and could set back Trump's efforts to rectify trade imbalances.
"The cost of that is being borne by the American people, small businesses and large businesses alike," he said. "The president's historic trade negotiations recognize that this can't continue and nations across the globe need to reduce their trade barriers."
Theodoric Meyer contributed to this report.
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Economy
Fed trims rates again but future cuts uncertain
The Fed cut interest rates slightly on Wednesday to steady the economy amid a weakening job market, as a long government shutdown has clouded its view of the economy.

Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell leaves a board meeting in Washington on Friday. (Aaron Schwartz/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Andrew Ackerman | 2025-10-29
The Federal Reserve cut interest rates by a quarter of a percentage point on Wednesday for its second consecutive meeting, seeking to steady the economy amid a weakening labor market as a month-long government shutdown has clouded its view.
Wednesday's widely expected move lowers the Fed's benchmark interest rate to a range of 3.75 percent to 4 percent, the lowest level in about three years. Fed policies influence what households and businesses pay for mortgages, credit cards and other loans. Risks to employment "rose in recent months," the Fed said in a statement.
The decision, however, exposed divisions among policymakers over how much further the central bank should go in supporting growth, underscoring uncertainty about the path ahead. Chair Jerome H. Powell said in a news conference that the pressure of stubborn inflation and the weakening labor market stirred tension and disagreement among the 19 policymakers about what to do about interest rates in the months to come.
"At this meeting, there were strongly differing views about how to proceed. A further reduction in the policy rate at the December meeting is not a foregone conclusion. Far from it. Policy is not on a preset course," Powell said, describing conversations about future interest rate cuts. "And, the takeaway from that is that we haven't made a decision about December."
After keeping rates steady since January to assess the impact of President Donald Trump's trade and immigration policies, the Fed cut rates in September and signaled cautiously that more reductions could be coming, even as inflation remains persistently high. However, Fed officials are increasingly worried about the state of the labor market. Major companies such as Amazon and UPS are among those that announced mass layoffs this week, and the federal shutdown continues to weigh on the labor market with trickle-down effects for federal contractors.
Trump has pushed for dramatically lower rates to juice the economy and to help finance cheaper borrowing costs for the United States. He has repeatedly attacked Powell and is trying to fire another sitting Fed governor. Speaking in South Korea on Wednesday, Trump again derided Powell for perceived delays in cutting rates, referring to the Fed chief as "too late."
Two Fed officials dissented from Wednesday's decision but for different reasons: Stephen Miran, an economic adviser to Trump who was added to the Fed board last month, wanted a larger cut; Kansas City Fed President Jeffrey Schmid preferred no change to rates.
In addition to Wednesday's cut, the Fed also said it would soon end a three-year effort to reduce the size of its $6.6 trillion balance sheet, a bid to ease strains in short-term funding markets.
Headed into Wednesday's decision, investors anticipated a third straight cut in December, but the significantly lowered their expectations after Powell's remarks. More futures market investors now believe Fed policymakers will opt for a more cautious approach as they confront an economy showing signs of mild stagflation -- stubbornly elevated inflation paired with a weakened job market.
"What do you do if you're driving in the fog? You slow down," Powell said at the news conference. "I'm not committing to that. I'm just saying it's certainly a possibility that you would say, 'We really can't see. So let's slow down.'"
The Fed has appeared increasingly divided on the path forward. In September, some officials questioned whether a rate cut was necessary and could have supported keeping rates steady instead, according to the meeting minutes. Just one official, Miran, favored a series of steep cuts.
The longer the shutdown goes on, the harder the Fed's job will get, with an increasing risk of misjudging an economy that is flashing mixed signals. The central bank could be operating without official data on jobs, inflation and growth when it meets for the last time this year in December. Earlier this month, the Trump administration recalled a small team of furloughed workers to complete the latest consumer price index but said a continued shutdown probably would prevent the government from releasing an inflation report for October.
That could leave Powell and the Fed with the delicate task of relying more heavily on private-sector data as well as reports from the 12 regional Fed banks, which maintain contacts across the country to help determine the health of the economy.
Trump's repeated calls for steep rate cuts are unlikely to gain traction unless new data shows a sharp weakening in the job market -- the kind of evidence that is now out of reach.
Normally, a softening labor market would trigger the Fed to cut rates to support hiring and the overall economy. Unemployment rose to 4.3 percent in August -- the highest rate since October 2021 -- while job growth has stalled, with just 22,000 positions added in August, far below expectations.
But inflation remains at an annualized rate of about 3 percent, above the Fed's 2 percent target, fueled partly by Trump's tariffs on imported goods that have raised costs for manufacturers and consumers. Elevated inflation could limit the ability of the Fed to cut, or make officials reluctant to cut by much beyond Wednesday's rate reduction, for fear of juicing the economy in a way that spurs more inflation.
A key question revolves around whether firmer inflation stemming from tariffs will prove temporary or whether cost increases will become more entrenched. When households and businesses expect inflation to persist, those expectations can become self-fulfilling as workers demand raises and companies raise prices accordingly. So far, there's little evidence of that happening.
Even as Powell insists on independence, the Fed has quietly adjusted to the new political climate, as it seeks to align its policies with the rest of government. The Fed has shelved diversity and climate-related initiatives announced during the Biden administration, ordered a 10 percent cut in staff, and required employees to return to the office full-time.
In return, it has received little reprieve. Trump has installed Miran, his own Council of Economic Advisers chairman, as a Fed governor, albeit on leave from the White House, and continues to press for deeper rate cuts.
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Media
Radio Free Asia will stop publishing amid funding crisis spurred by Trump
The government-funded nonprofit, a staple of U.S. soft power in the region since 1996, is facing nearly total closure after being targeted by the administration and hit by the shutdown.

The reception area at Radio Free Asia in Washington in April. (Rod Lamkey Jr./AP)


By Scott Nover | 2025-10-29
Radio Free Asia, a U.S. government-funded nonprofit that provides news and investigations in the region, will stop publishing Friday amid a funding crisis brought on by the Trump administration and cemented by congressional inaction.
"In an effort to conserve limited resources on hand and preserve the possibility of restarting operations should consistent funding become available, RFA is taking further steps to responsibly shrink its already reduced footprint," Bay Fang, RFA's president and CEO, wrote in a statement. Fang said RFA will start closing down its bureaus across Asia, laying off furloughed staff and paying severance.
RFA, along with Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty and Middle East Broadcasting Networks, has long been funded by federal dollars. Their grants are overseen by the U.S. Agency for Global Media, which is run by Trump administration official Kari Lake. Implementing an executive order President Donald Trump signed in March, Lake has sought to dismantle Voice of America and cut off funding to nonprofit grantees including RFA, leaving U.S. international broadcasting operations in legal limbo and dire financial straits -- and prompting lawsuits.
"Since she arrived at USAGM, Ms. Lake has not spent a single minute with us or our senior teams," Fang, along with RFE/RL and MBN heads Stephen Capus and Jeffrey Gedmin, wrote in a letter to the House Foreign Affairs Committee in June. "Simply put, Ms. Lake has shown not one iota of interest in our content; nor has she asked us about our plans for reform, restructure, and improvement."
In response, Lake told committee members that she had not managed to meet with the outlets before they filed their lawsuits and would not meet with them while legal proceedings were underway.
In April, U.S. District Judge Royce Lamberth, a Ronald Reagan appointee, blocked USAGM from canceling its grant agreement with RFA and the other grantees and ordered the government to continue paying the broadcaster on a monthly basis.
But RFA, known for its investigative reporting on post-coup Myanmar and Uyghur persecution in China, still had to make deep cuts to its ranks given the uncertainty of future funding. In May, the organization said it was laying off 280 staffers in the United States -- 80 percent of its domestic workforce -- and 20 overseas.
Without a new government funding bill or a continuing resolution to extend the 2024 budget, RFA has as of this month been cut off from federal dollars.
"This announcement from RFA is due -- entirely -- to the lapse in appropriations and closure of the US government," Lake wrote in a statement. "The President has called on Congress to pass a clean [continuing resolution] to resume funding to the government, which would address this problem."
"What exactly is RFA doing with the tens-of-millions of American taxpayer dollars that USAGM has disbursed to them?" she added. "We have paid them every penny of their fiscal year 2025 allocation, so why are they laying off employees and ceasing publication?" Lake also said congressional Democrats deserve blame for the government shutdown and thus the funding crisis for RFA.
In response, Fang told The Post that RFA has passed its audits with "flying colors" and that the only reason USAGM made any payments this year is because Lamberth ordered the agency to do so.
"Substantial funds were set aside to pay earned severance to our furloughed reporters and staff, many of whom have decades or more of service," she said. "Remaining resources will sustain our organization until consistent and reliable funding can be restored."
Amid its funding crisis, RFA has continued to publish articles but at a much less frequent clip than in prior years. In May, it stopped broadcasting and shuttered its Uyghur- and Tibetan-language services, but continued to publish online in Burmese, Khmer, Korean, Mandarin and Vietnamese until now.
Washington has long viewed its government-funded broadcasters -- which operate independently but rely on federal dollars -- as purveyors of geopolitical soft power, with the idea that offering free information can boost American influence and democratic ideals in countries where it can be dangerous to report the news.
Cambodia's authoritarian former prime minister, Hun Sen, publicly thanked the Trump administration in March for shutting down RFA and Voice of America, calling the move "a major contribution to eliminating fake news, disinformation, lies, distortions, incitement, and chaos around the world."
Chinese state media has also cheered Trump's efforts. The Washington Post previously reported that the Chinese government has added radio frequencies to broadcast state-run media in the months since RFA started to decline.
Before March, Radio Free Asia had 400 full-time employees and 460 contractors. After the forthcoming layoffs, RFA will maintain a staff of fewer than 30 people with hopes to restart its operation should additional funding become available.
"However drastic these measures may seem, they position RFA, a private corporation, for a future in which it would be possible to scale up and resume providing accurate, uncensored news for people living in some of the world's most closed places," Fang said.
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Media
Paramount begins laying off 2,000 people months after Skydance merger 
David Ellison, whose Skydance bought the media conglomerate this summer for $8 billion, announces move "addressing redundancies." 

Skydance bought Paramount, which owns CBS, in August. (Dado Ruvic/Reuters)


By Scott Nover | 2025-10-29
Paramount began laying off 2,000 people on Wednesday, two months after David Ellison's Skydance bought the media company for $8 billion.
In an email to staff, Ellison said the layoffs were designed to make the new combined media conglomerate a "strong, future-focused company."
Ellison, the chairman and chief executive of Paramount Skydance, said the move was focused on "addressing redundancies" and eliminating roles that are "no longer aligned with our evolving priorities." He did not say which divisions of the company would be affected, such as Paramount's film and television studio or CBS News.
People familiar with the company's plans said 1,000 people would be laid off Wednesday, with the other half to be notified soon. As a result of the restructuring, they said, CBS News will close its South Africa bureau and will end Mornings Plus and Evening News Plus, streaming-only extensions of the morning and nighttime broadcasts.
Ellison is the son of Oracle founder Larry Ellison, one of the world's richest people. Skydance's deal to buy Paramount was scrutinized by the Federal Communications Commission under President Donald Trump's chairman, Brendan Carr. The FCC approved the deal after Paramount settled a lawsuit with  Trump over a "60 Minutes" interview with presidential rival Kamala Harris for $16 million, and agreed to appoint an ombudsman at CBS News to review allegations of bias and eliminate diversity, equity, and inclusion initiatives at the company.
Earlier this month, Paramount Skydance bought conservative opinion journalist Bari Weiss's website the Free Press for $150 million and named her editor in chief of CBS News. This week John Dickerson, the co-anchor of "CBS Evening News," said he will leave the network by the end of the year.
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Economic Policy
Report: Government shutdown will cost the economy up to $14 billion
The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office says the longer the government stays closed, the more costly the pause will be.

Federal workers missing paychecks and the interruption of food benefits for low-income Americans are expected to temporarily lower gross domestic product by 1 to 2 percentage points. (Kent Nishimura/For The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin | 2025-10-29
The U.S. economy will lose between $7 billion and $14 billion because of the federal government shutdown, according to a new report released Wednesday by Congress's nonpartisan bookkeeper.
Federal workers missing paychecks and the interruption of food benefits for low-income Americans are expected to temporarily lower gross domestic product by one to two percentage points in the fourth quarter of 2025, the Congressional Budget Office reported.
Output is expected to spring back once the government reopens and services resume, reversing most of the economic slowdown. But the hours lost by furloughed federal workers would permanently affect real GDP -- an effect that would get worse the longer the shutdown drags on.
"In CBO's assessment, the shutdown will delay federal spending and have a negative effect on the economy that will mostly, but not entirely, reverse once the shutdown ends," CBO Director Phillip Swagel wrote in a letter to House Budget Committee Chairman Jodey Arrington (R-Texas), who requested the analysis.

Phillip Swagel, director of the Congressional Budget Office, on Capitol Hill in 2023. (Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


If Congress agreed to reopen the government this week, the economy would lose $7 billion by the end of 2026 compared to if there had not been a shutdown, according to the CBO.
If the shutdown ends after six weeks -- which would be around Nov. 12 -- the economy would permanently lose $11 billion in GDP by the end of 2026. That loss would grow to $14 billion if the shutdown lasts until the end of November.
"Democrats are playing politics, and the American people are paying the price," Arrington said in a statement. "... For hardworking families that means higher unemployment, lower wages, and less money in their pockets."
The federal government shut down on Oct. 1 when Congress failed to pass a temporary funding measure. Democrats have insisted that Republicans agree to extend Affordable Care Act subsidies that expire at the end of the year in exchange for their votes to fund the government; Republicans have said they won't negotiate on the ACA until the government is reopened.
"This CBO report makes clear the damage Republicans are causing by shutting down the government instead of working with Democrats to help families afford their health care," Rep. Brendan Boyle (Pennsylvania), the ranking Democrat on the House Budget Committee, said in a statement. "Speaker Johnson should bring his members back from their extended vacation and work with Democrats on a bipartisan bill that reopens the government and protects Americans' health care."
Around 750,000 federal workers have been temporarily furloughed as a result of the funding impasse. Others are working without pay. President Donald Trump's administration has moved to ensure some workers -- including active-duty military personnel, law enforcement agents, and Immigrations and Customs Enforcement deportation officers -- received their most recent paycheck.
But the shutdown will soon become more painful for those who aren't federal employees: SNAP, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program commonly known as food stamps, is set to run out of funding on Saturday. The Agriculture Department has said it cannot use $5.5 billion in contingency funds to keep the program running, which means SNAP benefits will temporarily halt in states that cannot make up the difference.
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Advice
Phased out of co-raising late sister's kids. Give advice to this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-10-30
Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so every week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish on Wednesdays.
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice. You can read last week's question and responses here.
This week's question is below. Check back on Wednesday to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.
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Food
Arby's steak nuggets may be as close to real barbecue as fast food gets
These protein-packed nuggets are better than they look.

Arby's steak nuggets are not your typical fast-food nugget. (Marvin Joseph/TWP; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


By Tim Carman | 2025-10-30
My order of steak nuggets lounged in a small takeout container, looking like the desiccated remnants of a backyard barbecue from the previous week. The morsels did little to stimulate my appetite: They were thick, un-sauced, unevenly charred and losing moisture with every passing second.
If these limited-time beef boulders are supposed to be Arby's answer to chicken nuggets, they lost the battle before I even popped one in my mouth. They rivaled White Castle's chicken rings for the crown of fast food with zero visual appeal. They looked like something I might mix into my dog's bowl.
I share all this as preamble for what happened next: I took a big bite of nugget and was shocked -- and I don't use that word loosely -- at how tender it was. The meat was smoky, too, and apparently not the kind you get from a bottle. A cross-section view revealed distinct smoke rings, the pink-to-reddish hues that can result from genuine low-and-slow cooking with smoldering hardwoods. (You can get a similar reaction from celery powder, a curing agent that is indeed smuggled into Arby's steak nuggets, but the technique isn't foolproof.) The bites didn't have the bark you would expect from aggressively seasoned barbecue, but they had enough onion and garlic powder to trip your umami taste buds.
What struck me was how unadorned and unadulterated the nuggets looked: just sliced-up chunks of beef, seasoned, cooked and tucked into a paper container with all the fanfare of mess-hall grub. The nuggets may be the closest thing to barbecue ever served at a fast-food joint, which, I grant you, is a ridiculously low bar.

A look at the author's first steak nuggets order from a Maryland Arby's. (Tim Carmen/TWP)


More than a decade ago, Daniel Vaughn, the smoked-meats maven at Texas Monthly, submitted himself to a tour of fast-food "barbecue." He added the quote marks to signal that, yes, he understood the difference between the real thing and the slathered offerings served up at McDonald's, Burger King, Sonic and the rest of these wannabe smokehouses. He predictably dismissed these sad imitations, but he also reported that Arby's actually slow-smokes the meat for its "smokehouse brisket" sandwich. (The quote marks are mine here.) The chain even created a 13-hour "commercial" to prove it -- or to test the stamina of those who like to watch paint dry.
Arby's isn't bragging much about its process for the steak nuggets. They may "have the meats," but they don't have much information on how they prepare them. So I pinged a representative to learn how these morsels move from commissary (or wherever the company prepares them) to restaurant to the container that I grab at the counter. Anyone who has ever hosted a barbecue feast knows how quickly beef goes downhill once you remove it from the smoker, rest it and start slicing into it. I was hoping to gain some company insights, but the answers I received revealed little.  I was able to extract a couple of things: The nuggets are hand-cut from the round section of the animal, and they're "seasoned, seared, and smoked in a real smoker for 2 hours." A quick glance at the ingredients also suggests that at least two additives help the beef retain moisture.
More than anything, Arby's nuggets (nominally) remind me of burnt ends, the charred chunks of fatty brisket that are all but synonymous with Kansas City barbecue. These bark-heavy trimmings were essentially a local delicacy until 1972 when Calvin Trillin, the essayist, humorist and world-class glutton, wrote a piece for Playboy about Arthur Bryant's in his hometown of Kansas City, Missouri.
"The main course at Bryant's, as far as I'm concerned, is something that is given away free -- the burned edges of the brisket," Trillin wrote all those years ago. "The counterman just pushes them over to the side and anyone who wants them helps himself. I dream of those burned edges. Sometimes, when I'm in some awful, overpriced restaurant in some strange town, trying to choke down some three-dollar hamburger that tastes like a burned sponge, a blank look comes over me: I have just realized that at that very moment, someone in Kansas City is being given those burned edges free."

From left: Arby's steak nuggets, steak nugget bowl and steak nugget sandwich. (Marvin Joseph/TWP; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Later in the same essay, Trillin mentions that Snead's Bar-B-Q in Kansas City "cuts the burned edges off the brisket with a little more meat attached and puts them on the menu as 'brownies.'" In the intervening years, these traditions have evolved, as they always do, even with American barbecue, a cuisine that doesn't surrender its ways without a fight. Brownies are still on the menu at Snead's -- though they now include ham and sausage options! -- but burned edges have morphed into burnt ends, a dish so popular that pitmasters will now sacrifice whole briskets to create their version of the smoky little nuggets. Some are served sauced. Some not.
Arby's nuggets are, more or less, the latest iteration: Poor man's burnt ends. Burnt ends for the masses. Burnt ends for those without easy access to a K.C.-style barbecue joint. They're served with a tiny tub of Arby's hickory barbecue dipping sauce, a sweet-and-tangy concoction that, while not subtle, doesn't completely bulldoze the minimalist charms of the nuggets (even if you may accidentally bulldoze someone yourself if you try to dunk a nug while driving in traffic.) I can't say the same for the steak nugget sandwich: The bun, toppings and garnishes neutralize the meat, forcing the nuggets to cede control to the fried onions, mayo, pickles and Havarti cheese. The steak nugget bowl, in which the beef blocks are dropped into a container of white cheddar mac and cheese, showcases the meat better, if mostly because you can compose your own bites.
It's hard to fathom that these nuggets will find a permanent home on the Arby's menu, despite America's ongoing protein craze. (A nine-piece order -- $9.29 at my location, though prices vary -- has about 30 grams of protein, or more than a third of what the average American man needs per day.) They seem too primal for the prissy, wax-paper-wrapped, hermetically sealed world of fast-food restaurants. Which may explain why some folks have taken to calling the nuggets "squirrel knees" and "moose knuckles" in social media reviews. Personally, I like this (relatively) straightforward injection of beef. It's a bold move in an industry that tends to favor kooky mash-ups and sugar-rush monstrosities.
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Eat Voraciously
Jammy figs are the star of this steak and radicchio skillet dinner 
Plus, how to take some of the bitterness out of astringent lettuces.

Skirt Steak With Radicchio and Figs. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


By Daniela Galarza | 2025-10-30
This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
There's a sprawling fig tree on a corner near my home that, seeking sunshine, twists itself almost into knots, so much so that a lot of it hangs over the property's fence, beckoning passersby with ripe fruit from midsummer into fall. It's become a character in my life.
Get the recipe: Skirt Steak With Radicchio and Figs
My fig tree -- it's not mine; it lives behind an iron fence in front of a large, multiunit apartment building -- dropped so much fruit at the end of September that local neighborhood groups put out calls for people to come. "Please gather the ripe figs, as many as you can carry!" The ensuing scene -- neighbors and strangers gathering fruit as it fell on our heads, laughing, sticky, accidentally stepping on ripe figs that squirted their sweet, perfect guts onto the sidewalk -- reminded me of these lines from a Ross Gay poem:
That night, I made this dinner of skirt steak, sauteed radicchio and figs, quickly seared until their jammy insides could not be contained, until they started to ooze out, like honey with a little satisfying crunch.
Here's how it goes: Start with skirt steak or a thinner flank steak, and season it on both sides with salt. Let that sit while you make a fig dressing. It's just balsamic vinegar, fig jam, water and olive oil stirred together. A mini whisk makes this easy, but I usually stir it together with a fork. Then, I'll taste it and season it with as much salt and freshly cracked black pepper as I think it needs.

Soaking and rinsing sliced radicchio can help remove some of the leafy vegetable's bitterness. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Next, address the radicchio. It's a beautiful reddish-purple, but it's quite bitter. Some people love its bitterness. If that's you, skip this next step. If you, like me, want to tone that bitterness down, chop it and cover it with very cold water. Swish it around, drain, rinse, repeat. Cutting it allows the compounds that make the leaves bitter to leach out. Because those compounds are water-soluble, soaking and rinsing the cut leaves removes some of that bitter taste. Add a sliced shallot to the rinsed and drained radicchio.
Now it's time to cook. Get a cast-iron skillet good and hot. Lay the steak in that hot skillet and let it sear. You want to get some color on the meat, so don't move it for a bit. After three or so minutes, use tongs to check on its color. If it's not brown, keep going. If it is, flip it. Repeat the process, letting it cook, undisturbed, until it's nicely browned and done to your liking.
Turn the heat on the pan down to medium. Move the steak onto a plate or cutting board, and cover it with foil so it stays warm. Add the radicchio and shallots to the hot pan, and let them sizzle, sear and saute in the residual fat from the steak until the radicchio slumps and the shallots start to brown. When that's nearly done, push it all aside and add some fig halves, cut side down. The heat of the pan is going to coax out the figs' juices, tenderize the fruits' seedy guts and turn them jammy, beautiful and sweet. Turn off the heat. Slice the steak. Plate the radicchio and shallots, top with slices of steak and a few fig halves and, look at that, dinner -- smoky, salty, bitter, sweet -- is done.
Get the recipe: Skirt Steak With Radicchio and Figs
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: I'm White. My Black husband's family thinks I'm not good enough for him.
Does she keep trying to win her in-laws over or just give up?

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-10-30
Dear Sahaj: My husband's family talks out of both sides of their mouth regarding how they feel about interracial marriage. I'm a White female married to a Black male, and they will list reasons why they think White women are bad for pursuing Black men (to be fair, he pursued me), then say it's okay to love who you love. I don't say much because, well, frankly I'm afraid to because I don't want to be insensitive. I guess I have White guilt but then also get my feelings hurt.
They also have historically treated me poorly. Examples are agreeing I would cook Thanksgiving, then eating before coming. Telling me as a registered nurse I was not educated enough to marry my husband, despite the Black daughter-in-law having no degree at all and not being told that. I could go on and on. I'm getting tired of turning the cheek. I'm ready to stop going over there.
Should I write a letter? Go through the long list of awful treatment over the years? Or just forgive it and keep enduring? I keep trying to win them over by being super helpful when we visit, I volunteer to cook and clean. After many years, it has not gotten better, and my strategy is failing. I even got a doctoral degree to prove my worth. They simply will not accept me, and it feels very race-centered. I'm afraid they will just gaslight me if I ask flat-out.
-- Win Them Over
Win Them Over: If we removed race from this situation, you'd have in-laws who play favorites with their daughters-in-law, are not considerate of your feelings and potentially more. So at the very least, you're not feeling welcome or accepted in your husband's family.
Now, when we add race back in, it complicates the dynamics. You're navigating a system where your identity as a White woman in a Black family sits in a complicated intersection of history, power and suspicion. Their hostility likely isn't only about you personally; it may be about what you represent in a world that has long devalued Black lives, families and men. This doesn't excuse their harm, but it does contextualize it. You've become a stand-in for systems and intergenerational pain that have hurt them, and that's not something you can fix through credentials or kindness -- no matter how hard you try.
You've been trying to earn your in-laws' acceptance by overfunctioning -- being helpful, polite, achieving more, staying silent. But love and belonging that have to be earned through over-functioning are never sustainable or healthy. Be careful that your overcompensation to "win them over" doesn't become entitlement in reverse, or the belief that, with enough effort, you should be accepted. Ask yourself: Am I helping because I want genuine connection or because I need to be seen as "one of the good ones"? Am I able to name the hurt I'm experiencing without collapsing into guilt or defensiveness? You want to really reflect on the cycles and systems at play and how you may -- even if well-intentioned -- be perpetuating or playing into them with your husband's family. This will require a lot of effort and self-reflection to parse what is historical, racial or simply relational.
Instead of focusing on, "How can I make them like me?" try asking, "How can I honor this relationship without abandoning myself?" That might look like not volunteering to host, visiting less frequently or deciding you'll no longer participate in dynamics that leave you feeling small. You don't need to make a dramatic statement or try to "prove" your pain. Instead, your boundaries can be behavioral and different choices -- not confrontation or explanation.
The real partnership -- in any relationship, regardless of race -- is between you and your husband, not you and his family. Your husband has a critical role to play here, not just as a mediator but as someone who takes an active stand against the disrespect you're experiencing. Talk honestly with him about how this treatment impacts your sense of belonging while being mindful it's his family you're talking about. Ask for his support and talk through what limits you'll set together as a unit. If he avoids the issue or minimizes it, consider counseling together.
Finally, remember that many realities can coexist, and empathy and boundaries can live side by side. You can examine your own White identity, acknowledge the history shaping his family's distrust and set firm limits around your exposure to disrespect.
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The Optimist
The day strangers helped a man on his birthday: 'overwhelming but in a great way'
"It was so unexpected," Josh Chace said about the flood of messages. His late mom used to send him a birthday text at 1:11 a.m. on Oct. 29.

(Josh Chace)


By Sydney Page | 2025-10-30

Josh Chace and his mother Carol at a concert at Fenway Park in Boston in 2009. Carol died in 2021. (Courtesy of Josh Chace)


Every year on October 29, at exactly 1:11 a.m. -- the time he was born -- Josh Chace's mother would send him a birthday text.
"Happy birthday to the best guy I know," she wrote him in 2012.
"A very happy 35th Josh," she wrote in 2014. "Dad and I are very proud of you and your family."

The birthday message Carol Chace sent her son in 2012 at 1:11 a.m. (Josh Chace)


After Chace's mother, Carol Chace, died unexpectedly in 2021, the 1:11 a.m. birthday messages stopped. The annual silence became a painful reminder of the loss.
"She would stay up the night before my birthday just to text me," said Chace, who lives in Merrimack, New Hampshire.

Josh Chace and his mother Carol at a family wedding in 2009. "She always made it a point to tell folks, 'This is my baby. He got his height from me,'" Josh said. (Courtesy of Josh Chace)


On his birthday last year, Chace shared screenshots of his mom's old 1:11 a.m. messages on Reddit, figuring others might relate.
"I think it helps people," he said, adding that he also felt it would be a way to "keep her memory alive."
He did not expect the post to resonate so broadly. But more than 2,500 comments poured in, many from people saying their mothers had the same tradition.
"My mom used to do this too. Every year at 9:52 pm. I really miss that," someone commented.
"Everyone has presumably experienced some form of loss at some point, and it's almost like we're all connected in some way," Chace said. "It makes you feel good."
This year, when Chace woke up on his 46th birthday, he reached for his phone and expected a handful of birthday texts from friends and family. Instead, he had dozens of messages from strangers on Reddit.
Then he saw the time-stamps: 1:11 a.m.
"A bunch of people set reminders," Chace said. "It's wild."

Josh, his wife Molly and his mother Carol in 2019 at their family Christmas celebration. (Courtesy of Josh Chace)


People who had seen his post last year stayed up or scheduled messages to wish him a happy birthday at exactly the minute his mother used to. Some even apologized for being a few minutes late.
"It was so unexpected," Chace said, noting that many more messages tricked in throughout the day from Reddit users. "It's overwhelming but in a great way."
Chace wrote another Reddit post, sharing what happened this year -- and people were as touched as he was.

Some of the birthday messages Chace received on Reddit. (Josh Chace)


"Last year I made a post here about how my Mom used to always text me at 1:11 on 10/29 to wish me happy birthday, and that losing her 4 years ago meant I wouldn't get them anymore, which sucks... This morning I woke up to an inbox full of birthday wishes from folks who apparently set reminders," he wrote.
Thousands of people upvoted it, and hundreds wrote him kind or funny notes and birthday wishes.
"I'm glad there's still humans among us," wrote one person.
"i'm cryin! it's 11:20am and i'm cryin!" wrote someone else. "happy birthday bub"

Josh Chace with his mom, Carol, at a party in 1987. (Josh Chace)


"Happy Birthday dude. Have a great day!" another person commented. "Sometimes the internet sucks, but this isn't one of those times."
Chace said the unexpected flood of messages brightened an otherwise difficult day.
"I woke up this morning feeling like today was a down day," he said. "It changes the trajectory of your day when you see stuff like this."
Chace said his mom would have loved to see strangers carrying on her birthday tradition. He described her as "the life of the party" who never forgot someone's birthday or anniversary. She made new friends everywhere she went.

Carol Chase at TD Garden in Boston in 2015. (Courtesy of Josh Chace)


"She was the loudest person in the room," Chace said. "She was a huge Jimmy Buffett fan and golfer and sailor with my father."
Carol died suddenly in September 2021, a few days after having a heart attack. She was 67.
"She was really the linchpin of our family," Chace said. "She made sure everybody stayed connected."
Although nothing could replace his mother's birthday messages, he said, the kindness from strangers has been a salve.
"This is what we want humans to be," he said. "These types of stories are the best ones."

Chace said his birthdays have been difficult since his mother died in 2021. They are pictured here dancing at a wedding in 2013. (Courtesy of Josh Chace)


For Chace, the 1:11 a.m. messages may no longer come from his mother, but he said they still carry her spirit and warmth.
"She was the kind of person who would do this for a stranger," he said.
In fact, he said, "she probably has."
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Home & Garden
Products are changing what we think 'clean' smells like
Mojave peach detergent, birthday cake trash bags: Welcome to the new scent of clean.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Jose L. Soto/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Jolie Kerr | 2025-10-30

(Illustration by Jose L. Soto/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dish soap that smells like gingerbread. Birthday-cake-scented trash bags. Laundry detergent redolent of a ripe peach.
Move over lemon, pine and lavender, there's a new set of scents taking over the cleaning aisle.
"Consumers today, especially Zillennials, are energized by scent," says Brienne Neisewander, vice president of marketing at Hefty, the maker of those birthday-cake-scented trash bags. "Scent has become an experience in itself, offering a form of escapism, a mood boost or even a sense of self-expression."
As with anything else in life, fragrance is subject to trends and whims. "The pendulum swings back and forth" between an interest in and demand for fragrance and pushes for a more fragrance-free existence, says Emily Little, the associate managing editor of Perfumer & Flavorist.
We're in a period of #smellmaxxing, a trend driven largely by young people. "Adding fragrance in unexpected places, or with unexpected profiles, can infuse fun into the everyday," Neisewander says, "even in something as simple as a household essential."
Consumers aren't necessarily abandoning legacy fragrances to make room for new scents, though. "Classic scents like citrus, lavender and pine will always drive broad consumer appeal," Neisewander says, "but we are seeing consumers express interest in more complex and intriguing profiles."
That includes sweet dessert-like scents, in particular, that elicit feelings of warmth, comfort and nostalgia. "That emotional connection is a powerful driver of why they're becoming increasingly popular in the cleaning and home essentials aisles," Neisewander says.
Companies that make household goods, including cleaning products, have taken note, particularly of the enthusiasm for gourmand scents -- the fancy name for fragrances that smell like foods. They're using them to reach younger customers, even as they challenge traditional ideas of what clean smells like. "There's a growing appetite for fragrances that feel fresh, new and even a little indulgent," Neisewander says.
Gourmand scents are even turning up in the laundry room. This year, the detergent brand Laundry Sauce introduced Mojave peach.
" We haven't traditionally done fragrances that are gourmand, but we wanted to bring something fruity and fun [to market]," founder Ian Blair says.
He was concerned that gourmand scents would be "too edible," by which he means he didn't want his detergent to make your clothes smell like food. He needn't have worried.
"It's been a very well-received fragrance," he says. "In fact, out of all of our limited edition fragrances, it's the one that's sold the fastest."
Laundry Sauce isn't the only brand seeing huge successes by dipping a toe into the gourmand arena, but not all shoppers want these scents.
There is a generational divide at play here: Millennials and Gen Zers are snapping up gourmand-scented anything -- lip glosses and toilet bowl cleaners, it doesn't matter; if it comes in cinnamon roll or root beer float, they want it.
Baby boomers, on the other hand, are clinging to their pines, lavenders and lemons. (As is typical, not one of the experts interviewed for this story mentioned Gen Xers. But we're okay with that. Really.)
Fret not, boomers and other lovers of lemon and assorted citrus scents. They still have a strong presence in the cleaning aisle, but mandarin, neroli and other fancy oranges are pushing aside the humble lemon. Limes, too, are having a moment, particularly outre ones like Kaffir and Persian. Even the regular ones are being tarted up, appearing in countertop sprays and glass cleaners under the stage name Lime Zest, or paired with sea salt, basil or green tea.
" Citrus sounds like such a monolith, but there are so many different species of citrus," Little says. The newer iterations sound "a bit nicer, so there is that premiumization that people are looking for from those fancier ingredients."
She promises there is still room in the cleaning aisle for what she called "that classic lemon scent," because it rouses feelings of nostalgia. "People will always want something that reminds them of the good old days, and that may be a lemon spray that smells similar to what your mom used."
Nostalgia is at play in another key driver of the popularity of gourmand scents: the pumpkin spice latte.
" It's been a major factor," Little says of the effect the autumnal Starbucks juggernaut has had on, well, everything. "The entire vibe that they created around the pumpkin spice latte -- it's not just a latte; they tell you that fall is here, cozy times are here." Little says that consumers are looking to re-create that mood in their homes.
One of the reasons the PSL and all the adjacent products are so coveted is that they are only available for a specific period of time, which lends them an air of exclusivity. "While PSL may have opened the door, it's this broader cultural shift toward seeking simple pleasures that's really fueling the demand for gourmand scents," Neisewander says.
So what, beyond a fondness for nostalgia, does our demand for PSL and other scents say about us? Neisewander points to the influence of "little treat culture."
"Consumers, especially Millennials and Gen Z, are looking for small affordable ways to bring joy and comfort into everyday life," Neisewander says.
And it's not just fall; there are seasons and events, such as summertime, back-to-school and, yep, even birthdays, that provide important touchpoints -- and sensory associations -- for brands to reach customers both new and old.
"Tastes and fragrances and food," Blair says, "all that is truly the spice of life."
Jolie Kerr is a cleaning expert and the author of the best-selling book "My Boyfriend Barfed in My Handbag ... and Other Things You Can't Ask Martha."
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Advice
Miss Manners: Neighbor tossed pruned vines into our yard
Letter writer is annoyed "neighborly etiquette has gone out the window."

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-10-30
Dear Miss Manners: My wife and I have a difference of opinion about emails sent from "do not reply" addresses. I say that, in principle, they display poor manners. They are akin to saying something to somebody and then putting your hands over your ears and repeating "I can't hear you" (like children do).
Now, I understand why a business or nonprofit (or scammer or spammer) would want to send out thousands of emails without accepting replies, which they might be obligated to respond to.
But I say if YOU start a dialogue by sending ME an email, then you should be ready to continue the dialogue by letting me reply.
The reason you cite -- not having to monitor responses to automated, bulk, commercial emails -- is indeed why "do not reply" email addresses were invented.
Miss Manners notes this because she finds that new technology requires new etiquette much less frequently than technophiles imagine. The pre-internet equivalent is the sign on the company warehouse that reads, "This is the company's central shipping facility. If you are looking for retail sales or customer service, please call this number."
If there are limitations on the sender's ability to respond, it is not rude to say so, so long as they provide alternate means. But you should certainly object if your wife proposes to hang such a sign on the front door.
Dear Miss Manners: I discovered what looked like a batch of pruned vines in my backyard. There is some ivy that grows on the walls shared by several of us in proximity, and it appears the neighbors behind us cut the pieces that were hanging in their yard and tossed them over into ours.
While I am always willing to help our neighbors, I thought it rude of them to toss the mess into our yard. What is wrong with people that they feel they cannot approach their neighbors to ask if we could cut the plants -- or for any favor, for that matter?
By the way, this neighbor also drilled a foot-high eyebolt (to support patio lights) into the shared block wall without mentioning or considering us first. Sadly, this course of action is just another example how neighborly etiquette has gone out the window.
You mention the eyebolt in passing, but it is at the root of the problem. Too many homeowners, if asked why they did not approach a neighbor about a planned improvement, exaggerate reasonable amounts of selfishness and fear into worst-case scenarios.
"It's really not up to them what color curtains I have" becomes "I have an absolute right to do what I want with my house," while "I'd rather not be yelled at by someone I barely know" becomes "What if they have a gun?"
But the link between not talking to the neighbors and the breakdown in civility is cause and effect. Why be considerate of someone you barely know? Miss Manners' solution would be to find an excuse to do one or two things that require minimal effort, but are neighborly, such as turning over mail meant for them, but misdelivered to you, in person -- rather than throwing it at the window as you pull down the driveway. These days, such things are so unexpected they should make your neighbor think twice next time they are pruning the vines.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Asking Eric: After half a century, holiday hostess reaches limit
Can letter writer opt out of hosting so many overnight guests for Thanksgiving?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-10-30
Dear Eric: For the last 45 years or so I've hosted Thanksgiving for my family. I've had as many as 25 people. My sister has two sons, and they've always stayed with me. Quite frankly, it's now an issue. Only one son comes but he now has three sons of his own, ranging from 22 to 8. My sister also stays with me. They come on Wednesday and stay till Friday. It's a lot considering all I have to do for the holiday.
I know if I say something about a hotel, they will be highly insulted.
My daughter also comes and stays, but that's different. She's one person and my daughter. Advice?
-- Overwhelmed
Overwhelmed: I don't want to sound flippant here, but if they're insulted by you stating that you're at capacity and can't host six (maybe more) people, that's on them. The solution is not to continue to bear the burden.
Special occasions, especially at holidays, often fall on one person's shoulders -- by default and by deflection. Often, it's a woman, reflecting some family members' assumptions that it's her responsibility and she wants to do it. You may be or have been happy to host, and you can also be worn out from hosting now. Both can be true, and your family can and should hear that.
It's not too late to talk to your nephew and your sister and say that, after 45 years, Thanksgiving is outpacing you and you need the family to take a greater role in making it happen. It's important that the work you're doing not go unseen. Holidays don't just happen. By saying, "this is a lot of work; can you help me host it?" you offer your family the chance to step up, which can enrich their experience of the holiday. If they state that it just won't be the same if they're not staying with you, then ask them how they can make the experience of hosting easier on you. Maybe that means taking on some more meal preparation, or hiring a cleaning service to come reset things, or shortening the trip. There are a lot of possibilities, and they should be the ones coming up with them and presenting them to you. It's not your responsibility to make this work. You're already making it work. It's their responsibility to make it work for you, too.
Dear Eric: I have been recently looking over my canceled checks and realizing how many are the result of personal requests from friends and family to support runs, walks, book fairs, swims, and also favorite charities via obituaries that state "no flowers."
Now, in more and more cases, I have received nothing from the family. I feel they are asking for a donation to a charity or organization of their choice, not one I am interested in. This leaves less for me to donate to organizations that I support.
Is there any way to politely ask a family member if they were notified that I donated to the charity of their choice?
I am doing this because I want the family to know I cared for their loved one and want them to know I am thinking of them. A pre-printed thank you, phone call, or email would be okay; I know this is a sad and stressful time.
I have often sent food via a reputable company such as Harry & David and also noted in a sympathy card a specific charity when the obituary just says something like "donations to the local food bank," I've included the name of the local food bank I supported. Ideas and suggestions appreciated.
-- Acknowledgements
Acknowledgements: Your tactic of noting your donation in a card is a good start, probably the best start. When people ask for donations in lieu of flowers or other sentiments, it's often done as a way of giving those who care an option for paying that care forward. If you're concerned that the donation didn't go through, of course you can always ask. But sometimes it's best to just let a kindness be a kindness. The thought is what counts.
I often write that thank you notes are not a lost art. Acknowledgement is more than a courtesy. However, as you mentioned, this particular social grace can sometimes get lost in the tumult of grief and post-death duties. Best to not take it personally.
If you're feeling overextended with donations, for fundraisers and bereavements, make a budget for those expenses. If you spend through that budget, just send a card -- whether it's one of encouragement for a fun run or sympathy. Or even a text, in the case of some fundraisers. This budget would allow you to devote more money to the charities that are closest to your heart.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Husband's brother knows no bounds with constant chatty calls
Letter writer doesn't mind that the brothers talk often, only that the calls come at all hours and her husband never says no.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-10-30
Dear Carolyn: Other than normal marriage ups and downs, I think my marriage is sound, with the exception of one issue: My husband is very close with his brother, "Jim." The brother is single and so does not have the usual trappings and schedule of someone with a family. My husband will speak to him at least five times a day.
On the whole, this is not an issue. But the brother will call at all hours of the evening and late at night. To me, this is disruptive to our marriage. Jim will call when we are having dinner or watching a movie, sometimes more than once. He has called late at night when we are getting ready for bed. Most of the calls are about something normal going on in his life or some random family issue.
Part of the problem is that my husband enables this. My thought is that he should not answer if we are doing something, or at least say, "Bad time. Can I call you back tomorrow?" If I bring this up to my husband, then I know he will be hurt and defensive about his family.
I am happy for them to speak all day long -- just not when the evening arrives and we are both settling in after work and children. Any suggestions?
-- Wife Without Quiet Evenings
Wife Without Quiet Evenings: Yes. Don't frame this as an issue of when Jim calls. Because the issue is that your husband hasn't set limits on when Jim calls, which means the real issue is that you haven't asked your husband to set limits on these calls. Which means the underlying issue, I'm guessing, is that you feel you can't start a tough conversation with your husband -- at least not about his family.
So, yeah. Don't lay this on unmarried Jim.
And don't even lay it on your husband -- yet -- for enabling. That "he will be hurt and defensive" may be true, but it still just means you haven't actually said anything about this and are merely projecting as an excuse not to speak up. Which is not sound marriage practice.
So stop projecting, own your frustration and start communicating directly. Choose a time you're both rested (ish) and not scheduled to be anywhere else: "You know I'm happy to have you talk to Jim many times a day. It would mean a lot to me, though, to have a few no-call zones -- like the dinner table, watching a movie and after x p.m. Can we talk about it?"
If he reacts defensively, then he gets to be the issue.
Small detour: You may be wondering why I don't count two grown brothers' failure to anticipate that dropping everything to talk to each other about minutiae at all hours might annoy the married one's spouse.
Two reasons: 1. It's not impossible that a spouse might find it charming, and how are they supposed to know you're not that spouse when you never speak up? 2. Expecting loved ones to read our minds is the greased slide to misery. No matter how obvious we all think it all "should" be.
Back on the path. I hope your husband surprises you and is open to such a loving and limited request. You are, after all, pro-Jim, and only asking for more concentrated Husband. Underscore that for sure.
But let's assume your husband does get defensive. That means you just started the work to make your marriage truly sound.
First, remind him calmly that you led with love and support for his Jim time. Next, point out calmly that you asked for conversation, which is a trust offering. And it's not only about more couple time -- it's also about creating for your own kids the kind of close family he protects so fiercely. Ahem.
Do not escalate with him into fighting. If he doesn't chill, then say you'll pick this back up when does.
If he never settles down on this topic, then it's time for you to weigh how much this problem costs you and your family. Then, accordingly, either launch a more serious remedy by engaging a couples counselor, or accept this is how it's going to be and start exploring ways to make peace with it.
Because it's their behavior that affects you, yes, but it's always your choice how you act.
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Travel
Passenger's lost laptop forces United flight to turn around
When a laptop or phone goes missing midflight, it can pose a safety hazard, because the lithium ion battery can overheat and catch fire. 

A United Airlines airplane arrives in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. (Ronen Tivony/Getty Images)


By Hannah Sampson | 2025-10-29
A United Airlines flight carrying more than 200 people from Northern Virginia to Rome turned around near the U.S. coast after a passenger dropped their laptop and could not retrieve it.
The airline said in a statement that the computer "had fallen behind a cabin wall panel and through a small gap leading to the cargo hold," prompting the pilots to divert the Oct. 15 flight back to Washington Dulles International Airport as a precaution.
In a conversation with air traffic controllers in Boston, one of the pilots on Flight 126 described the incident as a "minor situation" with the laptop, which was turned on when it fell into the cargo area. The plane was southeast of Boston when it turned back.
"We don't know the status of it, we can't access it, we can't see it," he said in a recording saved by the You can see ATC aviation channel on YouTube. "So our decision is to return to Dulles and find this laptop before we can continue over the ocean."
The pilot said he was not declaring an emergency and did not need special services at the airport. He said he was making the call out of an "abundance of caution" because the lithium battery would be in an area of the Boeing 767 that wasn't near a fire suppression system.
Said the air traffic controller: "I've never heard anything like that before. Good story to tell at the pilot lounge."
United said that maintenance crews were able to find the laptop and that the flight left for Rome after an inspection. Flight tracking site FlightAware shows that the plane with 216 passengers took off at 10:22 p.m. Oct. 15 and landed back at Dulles a little more than two hours later. It ultimately took off again just before 3:30 a.m., landing in Rome about 41/2 hours later than scheduled.
The incident was the latest example of an airline working to preemptively address the threat of overheated lithium batteries.
Southwest Airlines bans passengers from charging their devices with a power bank inside a carry-on bag. Many airlines in Asia do not allow passengers to use portable chargers in flight. Passengers are not allowed to put vape pens or spare lithium batteries in checked bags and must keep them in the cabin, according to the Federal Aviation Administration.
Despite the controller's comment, there have been instances in the past when airlines have diverted flights because of personal electronics. Earlier this year, two Air France flights to the Caribbean turned around because passengers had lost their cellphones. The airline wanted to avoid a safety hazard in case of an overheating device.
Hassan Shahidi, president and CEO of the Flight Safety Foundation, told The Post earlier this year that if a phone were stuck in a seat, pressure could cause it to heat up or catch fire.
"Any pressure on the phone if it's left unattended inside the seat, it's actually a hazard," he said at the time. "It's a very difficult space to get in there if it starts catching fire or smoking."
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Food
Rescheduled: Trouble in the kitchen? Ask us your cooking questions.
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

(The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-10-29
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Looking for more? Read on below:
	TK STORY
	TK STORY
	TK STORY

Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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5 historical novels that deliver a perfect escape from the present
Delve into imaginative novels by Philippa Gregory, Allyson Reedy, Ben Yagoda, Jillian Forsberg and Olga Ravn.

(Union Square; New Directions; William Morrow)


By Kat Trigarszky  | 2025-10-30
With this selection of historical novels, you can journey to various times and places: the royal courts of Henry VIII in England and Augustus the Strong in Central Europe, 17th-century Denmark, early-20th-century New York, the Roaring Twenties. Each work puts an imaginative spin on the past.

(William Morrow)


Gregory, a doyenne of Tudor historical novels, returns with a story that sheds light on a lesser-known courtier of Henry VIII's entourage: Jane Boleyn. A lady-in-waiting from an early age, Jane knows little more than the cutthroat life of the exuberant monarch's court, where she now serves her sister-in-law Anne Boleyn, the king's second wife. But as the king's mood turns against his new queen, Jane must gather her wits to survive a purge that threatens the status -- and the lives -- of the Boleyn family. Like Hilary Mantel's "Wolf Hall," Gregory's novel revisits a Tudor courtier to whom history has not always been gracious, offering instead a story of a complex, fallible woman worthy of our compassion.

(New Directions)


Ravn draws us into the life of Christenze Kruckow, a 17th-century Danish noblewoman accused of witchcraft. Told from the point of view of a waxen figure that Christenze has crafted, the story also draws on the perspectives of Christenze and her companions. From Copenhagen, King Christian IV sends out men to scour the country for signs of witchcraft. Ravn's narrative gathers pace with unflinching and claustrophobic swiftness as the troops arrive and allegations against the women grow.

(Union Square)


Touching on scenes and dialogue from "The Great Gatsby," this debut novel plays with the idea that readers know Myrtle Wilson's fate from the start. Told largely from Myrtle's point of view, Reedy's story places Fitzgerald's side character front and center. The narrative speeds along the familiar road to the story's heartrending and tragic end,  and leaves us feeling undone by Myrtle's fate.

(Paul Dry)


As much a love song to New York as to the short stories of O. Henry (nom de plume of William Sydney Porter), the latest novel from Yagoda follows the renowned writer as he leaves a penitentiary and travels east to start anew. Yagoda creates a likable hero -- despite his past as an embezzler and a con artist -- who charms us and those he encounters on the city streets. But who can trust what comes from Porter's mouth, as he spins one yarn after another in an attempt to recast his life? This  clever portrait of one of the early 20th century's most prolific short-story writers  captures a rich period in Manhattan's history.

(History Through Fiction)


Forsberg's evocative novel tells the story of two menageries. The first is of live animals gathered by Fatima, mistress of Augustus the Strong, to escape the realities of life with the elector of Saxony. The other, which appears 20 years later, is of porcelain, or white gold, crafted by talented young apprentice Johann Kandler to appease the whims of Augustus. Both Johann and Fatima want to free themselves from the confines of the tumultuous and often violent court in which they find themselves. In a nod to her debut novel, "The Rhino Keeper," Forsberg includes Kandler's creation of a porcelain model of Clara the rhinoceros, a famous attraction that toured Europe in the mid-1700s.
Kat Trigarszky writes historical fiction under the pen name Katharine Rogers.
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Arts & Entertainment
The 45 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Halloween parties and costume contests fill this week's agenda, but don't overlook Adams Morgan PorchFest, D.C. Zinefest or the Double Exposure Film Festival.

(Cameron Whitman)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin | 2025-10-30
We are fully into Halloween season, with a packed lineup of costume contests, dance parties, face painting, karaoke, comedy, pumpkin carving and candy giveaways running through Sunday. There are events for adults, kids, dogs, and all three at the same time. But that's not all: Hundreds of bands are playing outdoors in Adams Morgan during Saturday's Porchfest. The Double Exposure Film Festival shows the best investigative documentaries. Artists are celebrated during the DC Zinefest and the DC Print Fair. Local culinary star Pati Jinich is hosting a burrito pop-up -- with 7:30 a.m. breakfast burritos! -- in Bethesda.
No matter when you're partying this weekend, make a plan to get home safe. The Washington Regional Alcohol Program's SoberRide program returns Friday and Saturday from 4 p.m. to 4 a.m., with a free $15 Lyft credit for members of the public. Get the code from soberride.com at 3 p.m. Friday.
Double Exposure Film Festival
America's only film festival dedicated solely to investigative cinema returns to Washington, with the theme "The New Fault Lines," revealing fractures in old narratives. Double Exposure opens Thursday at 7 p.m. with "The Six Billion Dollar Man," the U.S. premiere of filmmaker Eugene Jarecki's documentary about WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange, at the Avalon Theatre. The festival is enlisting theaters all around town for screenings of films: The Naval Heritage Center is hosting the Sunday showing of "Canceled: The Paula Deen Story," about the celeb chef and the scandal surrounding her, while the Hopkins Bloomberg Center Theater is the scene for "Cover-Up," a profile of famed investigative journalist Seymour Hersh, who will join the filmmakers in discussion after the Saturday screening. Through Sunday. $17.53 for feature-length films. Free for short film screenings, with online RSVP required. $94.17-$285.65 for festival passes.
Art Deco Masquerade at the National Building Museum
The National Building Museum is reputedly one of D.C.'s most haunted buildings. This Halloween Eve, it's one of the most stylish, as well. The Art Deco Society of Washington hosts this after-hours soiree, which features Brandon Woody's Big Band channeling the sounds of Duke Ellington; screenings of the 1930s horror films "The Black Cat" and "Frankenstein"; and a "Swellegant" contest for the best art deco-inspired costume. Food and drinks are available for purchase, and museum exhibits are open. 6 to 9 p.m. $15-$20.
Leesburg Halloween Parade
Floats decorated with giant pumpkins; high school marching bands; vintage fire trucks; and local civic groups all feature in the Kiwanis Club of Leesburg's annual Halloween parade, now in its 69th year. The parade begins at Ida Lee Park at 6 p.m., and proceeds down King Street through the historic district to Fairfax Street. 6 p.m. Free.
Seltzer Comedy Halloween at Binge Bar
Comedian Jenny Cavallero hosts the 24th installment of the Seltzer comedy show at the alcohol-free Binge Bar on H Street NE, with a lineup of seven comics, including Kevin Chen, Gabby Corcoran and Izzy Hartnett. Costumes are encouraged. Arrive early to get a seat and a mocktail before the show begins. 7 to 9:30 p.m. $11.99-$16.39.
Kostume Karaoke at Solly's Tavern
It might seem like every Thursday is Halloween at Kostume Karaoke, where singers can pluck a costume from a rack before jumping onstage to belt out songs from 10,000 Maniacs to ZZ Top. But things get even crazier at the end of October -- so big that Kostume Karaoke is taking place on  Thursday and Friday this week. Arrive early to sign up for your favorite song. Thursday and Friday from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. Free.
Return to Halloweentown party at Chacho Spirits
Want to repurpose your Halloween costume from 20 years ago? Plus Ultra Entertainment and HBCU Con, two organizations promoting Black nerd culture, are throwing a 2000s-inspired Halloween party with games, music and tequila specials. A costume contest gives prizes to the best dressed attendees. The venue is Chacho Spirits, the Manor Park aguardiente distillery. 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. $20.
Howl-O-Ween at Aslin D.C.
Doggy Style Bakery's annual Halloween "Pawty" has been held at a number of bars over the past two decades, but it's found a home at Aslin Beer Co.'s beer garden at 14th and S streets NW. Bring your pup, imbibe  beer or wine, browse vendors and participate in  contests with prizes in categories like "best human-dog costume combo" and "best trick for a treat." 6 to 9 p.m. Free.
Halloween Party at Crush
Find your most glamorous costume to prepare to walk the runway at Crush's midnight Halloween ball, where there are prizes for categories like "best dressed" and "sex siren," with music by DJs ThaBlackGod and Tony Play.  Judges include the Legendary  Tonka Garcon. 9 p.m. Free.
Halloween costume contests
Show off your topical, creepy or just-plain-weird outfits to win cash and prizes at bars all over town. The Clarendon Ballroom promises "over $2,000 in prizes" at its contests, in addition to a three-level party spread over Friday and Saturday nights. The best-dressed ghoul or goblin takes home $1,000 at Public Bar Live as part of "A Nightmare in Dupont." Crush on 14th Street NW has $1,000 cash for the winner on Friday night, and a $500 prize the following night. There are $500 prizes at a variety of bars, including Whitlow's on U Street, Trade and Cafe Citron, while the "Haunted Hotel" party at the Watergate rewards outfits a two-night stay at the hotel, as well as spa treatments.
Hill-O-Ween at Eastern Market
On Friday night, the long-running Hill-O-Ween party for young children takes over Seventh Street SE outside Eastern Market. Find live music, pumpkin carving, games, spooky inflatables, crafts and, of course, candy. It's a prime destination for parents taking kids trick-or-treating on Capitol Hill and on East Capitol Street. 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Free.
A Magical Night of Wizardry at Watkins Regional Park
A certain boy wizard inspired A Magical Night of Wizardry at Largo's Watkins Regional Park, where family-friendly activities include a train ride through "the Forbidden Forest," movie screenings, magic-themed crafts, games and hayrides. 7 to 11 p.m. $15.
Trick or Treat at National Landing Water Park
National Landing's lush outdoor food court welcomes families for trick or treating, plus stations for face painting, balloon art, photo booths and prizes for the most creative costumes. 5 to 7 p.m. Free.
'Lizzie the Musical' at Keegan Theatre
It's highly appropriate that the Keegan Theatre's premiere of "Lizzie the Musical" is slated for Halloween, since the Lizzie in question is the infamous Lizzie Borden. Her gruesome, 19th-century Massachusetts case, in which Borden was accused of murdering her parents with an ax, takes on new life as a rock-concertesque musical performed by an all female cast. Expect plenty of fake blood and a few power ballads. Through Nov. 30. $65; $54 for seniors age 62 and older and for students under 25.
Stranger Things Halloween party at Astro Beer Hall Shirlington
"Party like you're in Hawkins, Indiana," does not sound like the most enticing invitation -- we all remember what happened to Barb -- but it's the basis of a "Stranger Things"-themed party in the retro bar underneath Shirlington's Astro Beer Hall, with '80s tunes, a photo booth, cocktails and a "Stranger Things" costume contest. 8 to 11:30 p.m. Free.
Fantom Comics Halloween Party at Dupont Underground
The Dupont Circle comics shop moved the location of its annual Halloween party a few blocks over and 25 feet below ground. The bigger venue provides more space for a flea market and musical performances, including from D.C. dance punks Clear Channel. Expect gaming tournaments, comic-inspired costumes and food from Tiki Taco. 5 p.m. to midnight. $30.
Halloween Funset at Metrobar
One of the area's finest Sunday Funday dance parties gets a special Friday night outing at the Metro-themed Metrobar in Edgewood. The Funset Halloween Experience features residents Jahsonic and Harry Hotter joined by Farrah Flosscett  and Geena Marie for a night of funk, R&B, house and throwbacks that will have you grooving in your "Thriller" costume. 6 p.m. to midnight. Free.
'Lipstick and Lobotomies' at Red Bear
Charlemagne Chateau and guest drag queens perform a horror-themed show at the NoMa brewpub. 9 p.m. Free.
Drag Bingo Halloween Party at Unconventional Diner
Unconventional Diner's usual drag bingo gets an occult twist to celebrate the holiday. This edition includes spooky decorations and a tarot card reader, plus Halloween-themed cocktails, a costume contest and themed drag performances. The ticket price includes a buffet table and five bingo cards; more are available for purchase for $2, and alcoholic and soft drinks are available a la carte. 6:30 p.m. $60. 
FearFest: A Night with Edgar Allan Poe at Slater Run Vineyards
"The Cask of Amontillado," Edgar Allan Poe's story set in the catacombs of Italy, comes to life at the hunt country winery. The play travels throughout the property following a reception with chili, cornbread and fixings. 6 to 8:30 p.m. $58.
Pumpkin Carving at Quincy Hall
It's never too late to create a Jack O'Lantern -- even on Halloween night. Ballston's Quincy Hall sponsors a pumpkin-carving contest that provides a pumpkin and tools, plus $6 house beers and $8 cinnamon whiskey hot cider while you work. 7:30 p.m. $10.
Hi-Loween Party at Hi-Lawn
Hi-Lawn, the rooftop bar above Union Market, is already taking reservations for its Christmas-themed bar, but first, there are two nights of Halloween fun to enjoy. Friday night is just for adults, with costume contests, games and music by Collective Band, which plays covers from the '80s through 2000s. Saturday is dedicated to KPop Demon Hunters: There's an all-ages party with a sing-along movie screening and karaoke from 3 to 6 p.m., and a 21-and-over version from 7 to 10 p.m. Friday from 7 to 11 p.m. and Saturday from 3 to 10 p.m. $10.
The Hustle: A Disco Halloween at Union Stage
Dig out some bell bottoms, a leisure suit or platform shoes and you have the perfect outfit for a Halloween dance party celebrating the music of ABBA, Donna Summer, the Bee Gees, Rick James, Chaka Khan, Chic and other hitmakers. 10 p.m. $27.
Paint the Mayhem Ball Red: Gaga vs. Doja Dance Party at the Pocket
Attendees should have no shortage of costumes to choose from at the Pocket's Halloween party, which features music by Lady Gaga and Doja Cat. Both extravagant pop visionaries have delivered iconic red-carpet looks that might translate well to the dance floor. DJ ZNL provides the club edits, remixes and new takes on familiar tracks. 8 p.m. $18 in advance; $21 day of the show.
Dance Place After Dark: Spookshow Spectacular
When the sun sets on D.C., it's time for a night of "hauntingly seductive cabaret" at Dance Place, co-hosted by the Metro Cabaret Club. Show up early for a burlesque dance class ($20) or to browse the local vendors in the Haunting of the Metro Market pop-up, then stick around for the main performance, hosted by Onyx Ondyx. Class at 6:30. Market at 7 p.m. Show at 9 p.m. $20-$50.
Pet Trick-Or-Treating at Kimpton Hotel Monaco
Bring your costumed pup for a spin around the downtown hotel's courtyard, where they can grab treats from the local Pawfectly Delicious. No tricks, just plenty of pets. 5 to 6 p.m. Free.
Dia de los Muertos at the Mexican Cultural Institute
First, the bad news: Tickets have all been claimed for the Mexican Cultural Institute's annual celebration in Columbia Heights, which includes an altar created by Mexican artist Paloma Vianey, mariachi music, dancing and hot chocolate. However, a walk-up queue is available, with limited access if you'd like to try your luck. Noon to 4 p.m. Free.
Dia de los Muertos at the Wharf
The Mexican Cultural Institute is also a sponsor of the festival at the Wharf, which features stages for Latin music and folk dancing, a family area where kids can have their faces painted and decorate sugar skulls, beer gardens, and traditional altars. A candlelight procession begins at 6:30 p.m. 3 to 7 p.m. Free.
Dia de los Muertos Block Party at Bryant Street Market
Cumbia music, traditional dancing and margaritas are all part of the annual Dia de los Muertos Block Party at Bryant Street Market in Northeast. Sponsored by Taqueria Habanero and the Alegria Bar, the party also includes a vendor market and face painting and games for kids. Noon to 11 p.m. Free.
Adams Morgan PorchFest
The streets of Adams Morgan are alive with music this weekend, with more than 100 artists performing on porches, patios, sidewalks and front yards throughout the neighborhood. The main stages are on 18th Street NW, which is closed to traffic between Columbia and Kalorama roads to make room for a giant block party. But wander the side streets and let your ears guide you to 1920s jazz, jam bands, go-go, punk, soul and country acts. You might love what you hear, or you might decide to move on after a song. Either way, it's a great way to spend the afternoon. Restaurants and businesses are offering deals and discounts throughout the day; a list is available on the PorchFest website. 2 to 6 p.m. Free.
Halloween bar crawls
Revelers have two Saturday options to consider. Eleven bars, including Mission, the Bullpen, Problem Child and Takoda, offer specials as part of the Navy Yard Halloween Bar Fest, which is primarily along N Street SE. (Noon to 9 p.m. $26.49-$63.59.) On U Street, the 10th annual Hip-Hop Bar Crawl features discounted drinks and themed DJ sets at seven locations. (2 to 10 p.m. $30.54.)
Halloween for dogs (and people)
What the world needs now is puppies in funny Halloween costumes -- the more, the better. Lost Generation Brewing in Eckington hosts its annual dog costume contest Saturday at 2 p.m. No advance registration is required before walking the runway, with a $25 gift certificate and a Lost Generation dog collar for the best outfit. Preserve the memories with a pet portrait. (2 p.m. Free.) Other Half Brewing is also welcoming dogs Saturday, with taproom gift certificates for the best outfits. (5 to 9 p.m. Free.)
DC Zinefest at the Martin Luther King Jr. Public Library
More than 80 zine-makers and self-published writers and artists are showing and selling their work at this year's DC Zinefest, held inside and out at D.C.'s main library. The day also includes a dozen interactive workshops covering topics such as  layout and binding,  and building community. Whether you're looking for  reading material or are thinking about sharing your art with the world, it's a festival worth exploring. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Maryland Emancipation Day
On Nov. 1, 1864, Maryland's state constitution freed all enslaved people -- more than a year before the 13th Amendment. The holiday is celebrated across the state. In Prince George's County, the focus is the Concord historic site in District Heights. The Concord Emancipation Day Celebration includes live music from the Kim Michelle Experience, the Archie Edwards Blues Band and other performers; hands-on history and farming demonstrations; a kids' zone with games and crafts; line dancing; and a classic car exhibition. (Noon to 5 p.m. Free.) At the Woodlawn Manor Cultural Park in Sandy Spring, visitors can take a guided hike on the Underground Railroad Experience Trail, tour the Woodlawn Museum, and hear a talk from author James H. Johnson about differing attitudes toward slavery in Maryland and D.C. (10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission and lecture, free; hike, $8-$10.)
The Cider Ride in Prince George's County
The Washington Area Bicyclist Association is plotting routes along some of the best biking trails in Prince George's County for the organization's fall fundraiser and setting out stations with hot cider and doughnuts all along the way. Choose a 10-mile, 30-mile or 60- mile ride, depending on your level of ambition, and you might find yourself cruising through Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens, along the Anacostia River Trail, around Lake Artemesia or through Bladensburg Waterfront Park. A celebration awaits every rider at the finish line. 8:30 a.m. $65-$90; $30-$40 for riders age 18 and younger.
Halloween Flashband and Country Costume Party at Songbyrd
Flashband, the organization that brings strangers together for a month-long music project that culminates in a showcase, returns to Songbyrd for a country-inspired concert. Wear your boots and hats to dance to live covers of Dolly, Shania, Sheryl and more. 7 p.m. $25.
DC Print Fair at Eastern Market
From screenprints to wood blocks to letterpress, the DC Print Fair is about the art of printing, with more than 30 exhibitors showing  postcards, posters and more. Visitors can browse and buy works made by pros, or try their hand at letterpress at a demonstration sponsored by Hyattsville's Pyramid Atlantic Art Center. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
'Sharing in the Groove' book discussion at Ocelot Brewing
Jam bands are central to the story of Ocelot Brewing -- the Sterling brewery is named after a Phish song -- so it's only natural that Ocelot hosts an event sharing the story of jam bands. Fairfax native Mike Ayers visits  to talk about his new book, "Sharing in the Groove," which explores the scene that birthed Phish, Widespread Panic, the Dave Matthews Band and their fellow travelers. It's surely not a coincidence that this discussion comes the day after Ocelot's annual Halloween party, which features Phish cover band the Last Rewind. Books will be available for purchase and signing. Noon. Free.
Family Friendly Halloween Party at Dupont Underground
Bring the little goblins and ghouls to celebrate Halloween and Dia De Los Muertos at Dupont Underground, where DJs play kid-friendly tunes, art and crafts ensue and a bubble machine unleashes probable chaos. 2 to 4 p.m. $5.
Pumpkins, Potions and Paws at the Roost
Everyone is welcome at the Roost's Sunday Halloween Party. Kids can get their faces painted and go trick-or-treating at stations throughout the food hall, and there's a dog costume contest, beginning at 2 p.m., as well as a pet-friendly photo station. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
Last call for Electric Cool-Aid
All good things -- and all good weather -- have to come to an end, and this weekend is the last of 2025 for Electric Cool-Aid. It's celebrating with 50 percent off all drinks through Sunday evening. Don't worry: Shaw's outdoor frozen-drink garden will return in the spring, and in the meantime, the lot will once again sell Christmas trees and hot cocktails during the Electric Snappy's Tree-tacular. Hours vary. Free.
All Souls Day at All Souls
All Souls Day is traditionally a day to gather at All Souls, one of D.C.'s best low-key cocktail bars, and sip some of its  house concoctions while raising money for good causes. This year, the 12th anniversary, benefits Migrant Solidarity Mutual Aid and East of the River Mutual Aid. 3 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
Pati Jinich Burrito Pop-Up at Marriott Bethesda
Pati Jinich, host of multiple PBS culinary series, author of award-winning cookbooks and an occasional Washington Post contributor, announced a partnership with Marriott Bonvoy  this year, which will include "immersive gastronomic experiences." The D.C. area gets its first look  at Marriott's Bethesda headquarters, where Jinich is behind a week-long burrito pop-up. The menu includes a pair of breakfast burritos and four lunch burritos or bowls, including Chihuahua-Style Beef Barbacoa and Runover Chicken, which features a chile de arbol-tomato sauce. Agua frescas and desserts are also available. Jinich will be at the cafe on opening day and for book signings on Tuesday. 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. daily through Nov. 7. Burritos $12-$13.
'A History of Punk Fanzines in Washington' webinar
George Washington University Museum looks back at D.C.'s punk rock underground scene with a webinar from D.C. historian John Davis. He's the author of "Keep Your Ear to the Ground: A History of Punk Fanzines in Washington, D.C.," a newly released book about the DIY magazines that chronicled this subversive genre of rock. Log on to the Zoom presentation to see historical articles and understand why zines are still relevant in the internet age. Noon to 1 p.m. Free; online registration required.
'The Wiz' at Number Nine
As any fan of musical theater knows, we're a few weeks away from the release of "Wicked: For Good." That's the inspiration for a new film series at Number Nine lounge in Logan Circle, which is screening a different Oz-related film each Tuesday night, complete with themed cocktails and popcorn. (Yes, the audience can sing along.) The first film is "The Wiz," the 1978 "Wizard of Oz" adaptation starring Diana Ross, Michael Jackson and Richard Pryor. The 1938 "Wizard of Oz" and "Wicked" follow on subsequent Tuesdays. 7 p.m. Free; seating is first-come, first-served.
Fresh Talk: Agency in Fashion at the National Museum of Women in the Arts
The National Museum of Women in the Arts hosts a talk with fashion designer Tracy Reese, who started her namesake brand in 1998 and has subsequently dressed stars including first lady Michelle Obama and Sarah Jessica Parker. Reese's latest project is the ethically minded brand Hope for Flowers, based in Detroit. She'll chat with textile historian and George Washington University educator Katrina Orsini and sustainable fashion adviser Rebecca Ballard about how women are at the forefront of positive transformations in the fashion industry. Stick around after the discussion for what's sure to be a stylish cocktail reception. 6 to 8 p.m. $22-$25.
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Movies
Gripping moral thriller 'It Was Just an Accident' is among the year's best
The latest from Iranian writer-director-dissident Jafar Panahi captivates with serious drama and sneaky humor.

From left, Mohamad Ali Elyasmehr, Majid Panahi and Hadis Pakbaten in "It Was Just an Accident." (Neon)


By Janice Page | 2025-10-30
"It Was Just an Accident" ends twice. Both times, its brilliance can take your breath away.
That is, what breath you have left by the third and fourth acts of Iranian writer-director Jafar Panahi's latest relentless road trip, wherein the destination isn't a place or a thing, but a masterful commentary on power. Who holds that power? In this seriously gripping and irreverent drama -- unquestionably among the year's most important and best-directed films -- it depends on your definition of the word. But even then, the terms and scope of command and control fluctuate, sometimes within the span of a sentence or a gesture.
Panahi, whose 30-year resume includes "Taxi," "The Circle," "Offside" and "This Is Not a Film," has made interrogating authoritarianism and its abuses a hallmark of his career. He begins "It Was Just an Accident" on the outskirts of Tehran, where Rashid (Ebrahim Azizi, who also starred in Panahi's "No Bears") is driving home with his pregnant wife (Afssaneh Najmabadi) and young daughter (Delmaz Najafi) when he runs over something, or someone, in the road. Mild spoiler alert: It turns out to be a dog, which Rashid dispatches with minimal emotion while his kid lobs blame grenades from the back seat.
Note taken.
We next meet Vahid (played by Vahid Mobasseri, who also starred in Panahi's "No Bears") when Rashid pulls up to the mechanic's shop in his hobbled vehicle looking for assistance and a co-worker invites the family in. Vahid retreats in shock because he's convinced that Rashid is the man he knows as Eghbal the Peg Leg, a brutal inspector remembered for his exceptionally sadistic torture of Iran's political prisoners.

Vahid Mobasseri stars in "It Was Just an Accident." (Neon)


Enraged, Vahid stalks and kidnaps Rashid/Eghbal, intending to show exactly as much mercy as the notorious tormentor showed his victims. But on his way to executing his captive, doubt creeps in. Does Vahid have the right man? He seeks validation from some fellow former prisoners: a wedding photographer named Shiva (Maryam Afshari); her ex, Hamid (Mohamad Ali Elyasmehr); and an almost-bride (Hadis Pakbaten) whose almost-groom (Majid Panahi) has little choice but to join their rolling debate over justice and the burden of proof.
You may think you know where Panahi is going with this, but even if you guess some of the mileposts, it shouldn't keep you from being entertained or -- more to the point -- challenged. This is a filmmaker whose work always earns its resistance adjectives. Imprisoned multiple times for collusion and propaganda against the regime (the same charges leveled at Vahid in the screenplay), Panahi is said to have filmed much of his latest movie in Iran surreptitiously, with cinematographer Amin Jafari ("No Bears," "3 Faces") moving stealthily and efficiently through a 28-day shoot that never looks rushed or cut-rate on-screen. The resilient auteur is also dodging the Iranian government by collaborating with France, which co-produced and is submitting the film for Oscar consideration in the wake of its Palme d'Or win at the Cannes Film Festival.
"It Was Just an Accident" has been stockpiling fans along the festival circuit not because it's perfect -- I could have done without the overt metaphor of the barren "Waiting for Godot" tree that grows in the desert near a freshly dug grave awaiting a body, for example -- but because it leads with sneaky humor, as well as sincerity and openness that never seem false or simplistic. Every character in this story is at a moral crossroads. The path they choose will determine the world in which they -- and, not subtly, the rest of us -- live.

From left, Afssaneh Najmabadi, Delmaz Najafi and Ebrahim Azizi are on the road in an opening scene. (Neon)


Panahi doesn't need "Godot" to get across his aversion to waiting around for "the system" and its agents to do the right thing. In the film's first ending, he explores the complexities of individual accountability and empowerment. But then, in the end end, he circles back to human nature and its primal need to assert dominance.
If anyone has the right to make a revenge fantasy, it's Jafar Panahi. And yet, this movie isn't that. Panahi doesn't make statement films; he makes question films, designed to instigate soul-searching and debate. The real brilliance of those two endings is that they're not actually endings at all.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains thematic elements, violence, strong language and smoking. In Persian with English subtitles. 102 minutes.
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Obituaries
Maria Riva, the daughter who demystified Marlene Dietrich's legend, dies at 100
She wrote a biography informed by an intimate -- at times harrowing -- view of the film star's turbulent life.

Maria Riva, left, with her mother, Marlene Dietrich, in 1947. (AP)


By Adam Bernstein | 2025-10-30
Maria Riva, an actress and author who spent much of her life as a self-described "handmaiden" to her mother -- the German-born Hollywood star Marlene Dietrich -- and who wrote a harrowing biography that sought to demystify the complicated woman behind the glamorous legend, died Oct. 29 at her son's home in Gila, New Mexico. She was 100.
Her son, Peter Riva, confirmed the death but did not cite a specific cause. 
As the only child of one of the world's most visible women, Ms. Riva had an intimate -- sometimes all-too-intimate -- view of her mother's turbulent private life and the cultivation of her beguiling public image.
Ms. Riva had grown up on Hollywood film sets and was, by her own description, a shy and uncomely child who was at once dazzled and dominated by her emotionally withholding mother. Years later, she reflected that Dietrich's beauty and cool poise masked an insatiable need for worship, whether from a rotating cast of male and female lovers, the ticket-buying public or her family.
"We worked as a royal court," Ms. Riva told an interviewer. "Dietrich was the queen. My father was her majordomo. Her lovers were her courtiers. And I was her lady-in-waiting."
Dietrich was the subject of many books, including her markedly unreliable memoir, but few volumes landed as powerfully and disturbingly as Ms. Riva's biography, "Marlene Dietrich," published in 1993, the year after her mother's death at 90. The alternately sympathetic and astringent portrait of her mother was a bestseller, and film critic Molly Haskell, in a New York Times review, called it "a startling and riveting work."
The protege of filmmaker Josef von Sternberg, Dietrich became a global sensation as a coldhearted cabaret temptress in his German-language film "The Blue Angel" (1930). Under his later direction in Hollywood, she secured her mystique as a goddess of desire in a run of highly stylized movies that accented her celebrated legs, cavernous cheekbones, pencil-thin arched brows and languid blue eyes.
Dietrich was depicted as seductive even in -- especially in -- men's trousers or a tuxedo, becoming a boundary-breaking femme fatale whose androgynous and mysterious European sex appeal inspired legions of imitators, including Madeline Kahn and Madonna.
After her movie career slowed in the 1950s, Dietrich spent decades touring in a one-woman stage show, draped in furs and jewels and reprising signature numbers such as "Falling in Love Again," "Lili Marlene" and "La Vie en Rose."
Ms. Riva described the Prussian discipline that Dietrich brought to her craft, her eye for the smallest shadow or imperfection that could be picked up by a camera lens, and an intellect so sharp that author Ernest Hemingway asked for her opinion of his early story drafts. She told how the outspokenly anti-Nazi Dietrich renounced her German citizenship to become an American and trekked to the front lines of Europe to entertain Allied troops during World War II.
But, with access to lurid diaries that Dietrich had denied keeping, Ms. Riva also presented her mother as inexhaustible in sex as well as work and seemingly incapable of self-reflection. Dietrich was, ultimately, a tragic figure, Ms. Riva wrote, corroded by vanity, self-absorption and betrayal, entrapped by dependencies on alcohol and a pharmacopoeia of drugs as she strove to maintain her allure well into her 70s.
Reflecting on her own upbringing, Ms. Riva recalled a life of wonder against the backdrop of the Depression, including first-class travel on luxury ocean liners and suites at the grand hotels of New York, London and Paris. At 9, she played the young Catherine the Great (embodied as an adult by her mother) in von Sternberg's "The Scarlet Empress" (1934).
The excitement of those experiences was offset by what Ms. Riva perceived as her mother's callous indifference to her well-being.
To protect Dietrich's image of youth, Ms. Riva's true age was shrouded -- even from her -- for much of her childhood. She was denied friends and a formal education to keep her at her mother's constant beck and call. Ms. Riva said her mother manufactured displays of maternal love for the benefit of photographers. In private, Dietrich once berated her daughter for having ruined her breasts by nursing too hard as a baby.

Dietrich with her daughter, Maria, in 1931. (AP)


In her most incendiary accusation, Ms. Riva wrote that just as she started to show interest in boys as an adolescent, her mother arranged for her to be raped by a lesbian governess. Dietrich "maneuvered my sexual abuse," Ms. Riva wrote, in the hope that she would lose interest in men, remain "unencumbered" by family obligations and, thus, be available to serve her mother's needs in perpetuity.
Ms. Riva said the sexual abuse continued for 18 months, fueled her alcoholism during her teen years and propelled her into a disastrous first marriage to escape her mother's grip.
The biography, she said, was an attempt to reveal not only the complexities of her mother but also the ways in which people with extraordinary beauty or wealth often use those advantages to hurt others.
"Power must not be allowed to triumph all the time," she declared in an interview for the Television Academy Foundation in 2009. "It mustn't be forgiven no matter what it does because it's beautiful, because it's famous, because it's powerful."
Maria Elizabeth Sieber was born in Berlin on Dec. 13, 1924. Her father, Rudolf, was an assistant film director with whom Dietrich, then trying to break into movies as an extra, had become briefly infatuated.
Ms. Riva observed that her mother craved romantic adoration but detested the consummation of love -- repeatedly telling her daughter that it was an "inescapable burden" of womanhood. Dietrich preferred being wooed by impotent men, explaining to her daughter: "They are nice. You can sleep, and it's cozy!"
Dietrich's marriage to Sieber, which continued until his death in 1976, was decidedly unconventional. Dietrich would send him the letters she received from her lovers. Complicating the domestic scene was Sieber's live-in lover, a White Russian refugee named Tamara "Tami" Matul. She was also Dietrich's cook and maid and, at times, a surrogate mother to Ms. Riva.
Ms. Riva wrote that Sieber and Dietrich forced Matul to undergo 15 abortions -- "to ensure no scandal sullied the purity of my mother's marriage." Matul suffered a mental decline and eventually died in an asylum. Sieber spent his later years as a chicken farmer in California's San Fernando Valley.

Dietrich with her husband, Rudolf Sieber, and their daughter, Maria, in 1931. (AP)


After her own early and short-lived marriage, in 1943, to actor Dean Goodman, Ms. Riva left California for stage roles in New York and a long USO tour to entertain American service members in Europe. By then an elegant young woman, she had a promising but brief acting career in the 1950s on CBS anthology series such as "Studio One" and "Suspense."
In 1947, she married William Riva, a scene designer for stage and TV. Their marriage lasted until his death in 1999. Their eldest son, J. Michael Riva, an Oscar-nominated production designer, died in 2012. Survivors include three sons, Peter, Paul and David Riva; seven grandchildren; and a great-granddaughter.
When Ms. Riva's first son was born in 1948, a Life magazine cover story proclaimed Dietrich the world's most glamorous grandmother. But, according to Ms. Riva, Dietrich privately blamed her for having "complicated" her life by making her seem old. She compensated by plunging into more affairs, with Yul Brynner, Edward R. Murrow, Frank Sinatra and President John F. Kennedy, among others, according to her daughter.

Ms. Riva in a 1951 TV drama. (AFP/Getty Images)


Ms. Riva left acting because its demands were not conducive to the family life she desperately wanted. But she wrote that she was gradually drawn back into her mother's orbit as caretaker, functioning as "peacemaker between the outrageously difficult star and her suffering minions" on sets from Las Vegas to London.
Dietrich's alcohol and drug consumption worsened, despite Ms. Riva's attempts to water down her drinks and hide her drugs. Eventually, the star's legs deteriorated to the point that she could no longer walk. Dietrich spent her final years bedridden in Paris, bitterly claiming in her diary that her family had abandoned her when she had, many times, turned them away.
In 1993, after the release of her book, Ms. Riva acknowledged that many Dietrich fans would find ways to reconcile her graphic account with their memories of her mother as she had once been on-screen. She had no doubt the celluloid illusion would hold.
Andrew Jeong contributed to this report.

Ms. Riva with a photo of her mother in 1995. (Hermann J. Knippertz/AP)
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Arts & Entertainment
Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

The National Building Museum is among the D.C. facilities that has remained open during the government shutdown. (Shedrick Pelt for The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-10-29
The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: Amid the government shutdown, the Library of Congress, the National Archives Museum, the National Gallery of Art and the Smithsonian museums will be closed to the public indefinitely.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER Six exhibits are on view through Dec. 7: "Women Artists of the DMV: A Survey Exhibition," "From Ancestral Traces to Contemporary Visions -- The Art of Mene," "Jan Svoboda & Jaroslav Benes: Lenticular Poetry," "Orna Ben-Ami: Displacement and Memory," "From Painting to Print: The Poppies, Mimosas and Lantern Flowers of Donald Sultan" and "Fabricated Boundaries: Filipina American Textile & Fiber Artists." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM "LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM "Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS "Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through Dec. 20. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Enduring Traditions: Celebrating the World of Textiles," through Dec. 20. The museum marks its centennial by exploring the cultural significance of its globe-spanning collection.
"Capital Accommodations," through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN "From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The "Chronicles of Narnia" author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition.
"The House of David: A Dynasty Carved in Stone," through Nov. 3. The Tel Dan Stele, the first archaeological evidence of King David, is on view free in the museum's Grand Hall. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON Three exhibitions are on view through Jan. 25: "Hedieh Javanshir Ilchi: Here the Waving Flag. Here the Other World"; "Global Spotlight: Tactics for Remembering"; and "Joey Enriquez: As I Look Towards What Could Have Been Mine."
"Hiromi Isobe: Can I See?," through Nov. 30. This installation uses painting, mixed media, fiber and sculpture to envision the invisible systems shaping the world. 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Coming Together: Reimagining America's Downtowns," ongoing. A multimedia exploration of how lessons learned during the pandemic are shaping the future of American city centers.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "Niki de Saint Phalle In Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances.
"Women Artists From Antwerp to Amsterdam, 1600-1750," through Jan. 11. A collection of paintings, prints, embroidery, sculptures and other artworks highlights the work of 40-plus Dutch and Flemish women.
"Tawny Chatmon: Sanctuaries of Truth, Dissolution of Lies," through March 8. Selections from the photographic artist's latest series, "The Restoration" and "The Reconciliation," incorporate assemblage, embroidery, film and audio narrative.
"Remix: The Collection," through Oct. 25, 2026. Familiar collection favorites are displayed alongside recent acquisitions. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*RUBELL MUSEUM "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
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Washington Commanders
Jayden Daniels is in line to return Sunday, but Terry McLaurin is out
The Commanders plan for their quarterback to be a full participant at practice all week after he missed Monday's game with a hamstring injury.

(Peter Aiken/AP)


By Tashan Reed, Tom Schad | 2025-10-29

Commanders Coach Dan Quinn said quarterback Jayden Daniels should be back on the field Sunday, barring a setback at practice this week. (Peter Aiken/AP)


After missing Monday night's loss with a hamstring strain, Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels is primed to return to the field Sunday. Coach Dan Quinn said Wednesday that the plan is for Daniels to be a full participant in practice all week. Barring a setback, that puts him in line to play in the prime-time game against the Seattle Seahawks at Northwest Stadium.
"If everything goes right, hopefully I'm out there on Sunday night," Daniels said.
Daniels was held out of practice last week and didn't play against the Kansas City Chiefs after getting hurt in the Commanders' Week 7 loss to the Dallas Cowboys. When asked how he suffered the injury, Daniels recalled feeling a twinge "like a cramp" while on the run during one play.
The 24-year-old was sidelined for two games earlier this season with a left knee sprain. Although his injuries have not been serious, they have made it difficult for Daniels and the offense to find a rhythm.
Even with Daniels back, the offense won't be whole Sunday -- wide receiver Terry McLaurin will be sidelined again. During Monday's loss, McLaurin aggravated the quad injury that caused him to miss four games. The 30-year-old said he was "pretty optimistic" about the injury when he spoke in the postgame locker room that night, but he was uncertain about his status.
Quinn ruled him out Wednesday and didn't provide a timeline for his return but did say he doesn't expect the injury to be a long-term issue.
"We'll reevaluate and see where we go and where it can take us, but it's too early to predict," he said.
Left tackle Laremy Tunsil suffered a hamstring injury in the first quarter against the Chiefs that ultimately knocked him out of the game. Tunsil and kicker Matt Gay, who missed the game with a back injury, weren't practicing Wednesday, but Quinn said they're still in the mix to play Sunday.
"We'll give them every chance," he said. "I think I'll have a really good sense by Friday on both."
If Tunsil can't go, it will be Brandon Coleman at left tackle. Coleman started 12 games at left tackle last year before transitioning to guard in the offseason. He was initially a starter but had been inactive since Week 3 before returning to action Monday. Now, he may get another shot at tackle.
The Commanders signed kicker Matthew Wright to the practice squad and elevated him to the roster to play against the Chiefs in Gay's place. They released Wright from the practice squad Tuesday, but he could be back if Gay isn't able to play against Seattle.

Deebo Samuel Sr. is likely to be the focus of Seattle's passing defense Sunday. (Ed Zurga/AP)


The Seahawks have one of the best defenses in the NFL. They're allowing just 19.4 points per game (seventh) and 4.7 yards per play (tied for third). They have a talented secondary featuring cornerbacks Devon Witherspoon and Riq Woolen and safety Julian Love, all of whom have been Pro Bowl selections.
With McLaurin out, the Seahawks' defensive backs appear to have a sizable advantage over the Commanders' receiving corps. Seattle is likely to direct most of its attention to wide receiver Deebo Samuel Sr., which puts more pressure on Luke McCaffrey and Jaylin Lane to get open.
McCaffrey and Lane have had their moments this season, but each is seeking consistency. Rather than finding additional help, Quinn said the Commanders will roll with what they have.
"We're comfortable with where we're at," he said. "This is not something that's going to be a thing that's going to knock [McLaurin] out for a long time, we hope."
Not having McLaurin -- not to mention fellow starting receiver Noah Brown -- for most of the season has made it difficult for the passing game to get in sync. Because of that, Washington plans to have Daniels spend extra time working with the wide receivers, tight ends and running backs after practice this week.
"You've got to be able to adapt," Daniels said.
The coaching staff believes Daniels has a rare ability to thrive in substandard situations.
"One of the things I really admire about Jayden is, man, can he adjust when the play starts this way and has to go another way or when the route has to change," Quinn said. "When you don't have everybody there all the time with the reps, it's a factor. But one thing about Jayden is, man, he's a great communicator, and this guy figures it out. He just does. He's got that X factor to him."

Linebacker Jordan Magee, pictured watching Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes throw under pressure, got a lot of playing time Monday night. (Peter Aiken/AP)


Quinn and defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. promised significant change after the 44-22 debacle at Dallas. Those tweaks were evident from the first defensive snap of Monday's game, when Jordan Magee lined up at inside linebacker and lightly used Tyler Owens was at safety.
"I like the speed that they brought. I felt that," Quinn said Tuesday. "Not to say that the game was clean in that way. We had three [explosive plays allowed] in the first half in terms of the passing game. But I like the speed that I felt from them."
Magee played a whopping 84 percent of the defensive snaps. He lined up alongside Bobby Wagner in the middle, which allowed Frankie Luvu to play predominantly on the edge. With three of their top four defensive ends out with injuries, the Commanders sometimes played what amounted to a five-man front, with three tackles and two stand-up edge rushers. On some passing downs, they came out with just one down lineman, attempting to disguise their coverages and blitzes.
The adjustments created a bit of havoc and did bring more speed to the field. But Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes had no problem moving the ball in the second half, in large part because of Washington's inconsistent pass rush.
Expect it to be like this for the rest of the season, Quinn and Whitt trying to dial up creative solutions for an injury-ravaged defense. Success will hinge on their ability to keep the opposition guessing.
Quinn coached for six NFL franchises before landing with Washington, but it was his time in Seattle that distinguished him. He spent four seasons as an assistant there, including a stint as defensive coordinator in 2013 and 2014 during the "Legion of Boom" era. The Atlanta Falcons gave him his first head coaching opportunity the following year.
There are Seattle influences on Quinn's Commanders staff. Special teams coaches Larry Izzo and Brian Schneider spent a combined 14 years coordinating that unit for the Seahawks. Linebackers coach Ken Norton Jr. spent nine seasons in Seattle, including four as defensive coordinator. And three position coaches had significant stints there as coaches or players: defensive backs coach Tommy Donatell, wide receivers coach Bobby Engram and defensive line coach Darryl Tapp.
And then there's the most obvious connection: Wagner was drafted by the Seahawks in 2012 and was a six-time all-pro in Seattle.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/10/29/jayden-daniels-status/
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