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    Andrew Mountbatten Windsor officially no longer a prince after king formally removes his title
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            Andrew is also being forced to move out of Royal Lodge, the 30-room mansion near Windsor Castle where he has lived for more than 20 years.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Britain's Prince Andrew speaks during a television interview at the Royal Chapel of All Saints at Royal Lodge, Windsor, April 11, 2021. (Steve Parsons/Pool Photo via AP, File)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Britain's Prince Andrew speaks during a television interview at the Royal Chapel of All Saints at Royal Lodge, Windsor, April 11, 2021. (Steve Parsons/Pool Photo via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        LONDON (AP) -- Using a formal document affixed with a royal seal, King Charles III has formally stripped his brother Andrew Mountbatten Windsor of the title of prince.
The disgraced royal has also lost the designation "his royal highness" after the king issued a Letters Patent, a centuries-old type of document used by monarchs to bestow -- and remove -- appointments or titles.
An announcement published Wednesday in The Gazette -- the U.K.'s official public record -- said "THE KING has been pleased by Letters Patent under the Great Seal of the Realm dated 3 November 2025 to declare that Andrew Mountbatten Windsor shall no longer be entitled to hold and enjoy the style, title or attribute of 'Royal Highness' and the titular dignity of 'Prince.'"
The king also formally removed the title Duke of York from his brother.
The king announced on Oct. 30 that he was removing his brother's titles and evicting him from his royal residence over his relationship with sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.

    
Demand had been growing on the palace to oust the 65-year-old prince from his Royal Lodge home over new revelations about his friendship with Epstein and renewed attention on sexual abuse allegations by one of Epstein's victims, Virginia Roberts Giuffre, whose posthumous memoir was published last month.



    
        




    




The king went even further to punish Mountbatten Windsor for serious lapses of judgment by removing the title of prince that he has held since birth as a child of a monarch, the late Queen Elizabeth II.

    
    
    
Andrew also is being forced to move from Royal Lodge, the 30-room mansion near Windsor Castle where he has lived for more than 20 years, into a more remote home funded by his brother on the king's 20,000-acre (8,100 hectare) Sandringham Estate in eastern England.
The king's decision was welcomed by the family of Giuffre, who died by suicide in April at the age of 41. 

    
She said that in the early 2000s, when she was a teenager, she was caught up in Epstein's sex trafficking ring and exploited by Andrew and other influential men. Epstein was found dead in a New York City jail cell in 2019 in what investigators called a suicide.
Andrew denies Giuffre's allegations.
Democrats on a U.S. congressional committee investigating Epstein's sex trafficking sent Andrew a letter Thursday requesting a formal interview seeking information about the disgraced financier's co-conspirators and enablers.

"Well-documented allegations against you, along with your long-standing friendship with Mr. Epstein, indicate that you may possess knowledge of his activities relevant to our investigation," the letter said.
The letter asks for a response by Nov. 20 but does not require Andrew's cooperation.
____
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/royalty

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/uk-royals-andrew-prince-title-removed-c1538b68893cb1395073e1ca6b9468f4
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    Trump has accused boat crews of being narco-terrorists. The truth, AP found, is more nuanced
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            More than 60 people have been killed since September when the U.S. military began attacking boats that the Trump administration alleges were smuggling drugs. The Associated Press interviewed dozens of residents in the Paria Peninsula, in Venezuela's breathtaking northeastern coast from which some of the targeted boats departed. (AP Video: Juan Arraez; Illustration by Peter Hamlino)
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                                        GUIRIA, Venezuela (AP) -- One was a fisherman struggling to eke out a living on $100 a month. Another was a career criminal. A third was a former military cadet. And a fourth was a down-on-his-luck bus driver. 
The men had little in common beyond their Venezuelan seaside hometowns and the fact all four were among the more than 60 people killed since early September when the U.S. military began attacking boats that the Trump administration alleges were smuggling drugs. President Donald Trump and top U.S. officials have alleged the craft were being operated by narco-terrorists and cartel members bound with deadly drugs for American communities. 

    
    
    
The Associated Press learned the identities of four of the men - and pieced together details about at least five others - who were slain, providing the first comprehensive account of those who died in the strikes. 

    
In dozens of interviews in villages on Venezuela's breathtaking northeastern coast, from which some of the boats departed, residents and relatives said the dead men had indeed been running drugs but were not narco-terrorists or leaders of a cartel or gang. 



    
        




    




Most of the nine men were crewing such craft for the first or second time, making at least $500 per trip, residents and relatives said. They were laborers, a fisherman, a motorcycle taxi driver. Two were low-level career criminals. One was a well-known local crime boss who contracted out his smuggling services to traffickers.

    
    
    

    
    
    
The men lived on the Paria Peninsula, in mostly unpainted cinderblock homes that can go weeks without water service and regularly lose power for several hours a day. They awoke to panoramic views of a national park's tropical forests, the Gulf of Paria's shallows and the Caribbean's sparkling sapphire waters. When the time came for their drug runs, they boarded open-hulled fishing skiffs that relied on powerful outboard motors to haul their drugs to nearby Trinidad and other islands. 

    
The residents and relatives interviewed by the AP requested anonymity out of fear of reprisals from drug smugglers, the Venezuelan government or the Trump administration. They said they were incensed that the men were killed without due process. In the past, their boats would have been interdicted by the U.S. authorities and the crewmen charged with federal crimes, affording them a day in court. 
The U.S. government "should have stopped them," a man's relative said.
It has been difficult for relatives to learn much about their dead loved ones because criminal gangs and the Venezuelan government have long repressed the flow of information in the region. 
Venezuelan officials have blasted the U.S. government over the strikes, and the nation's ambassador to the U.N. called the attacks "extrajudicial executions." They have also steadfastly denied that drug traffickers operate in the country and have yet to acknowledge that any of its citizens have been killed in boat strikes. Spokespeople for Venezuela's government did not respond to a request for comment.
The Trump administration has justified the strikes by declaring drug cartels to be " unlawful combatants " and said the U.S. is now in an "armed conflict" with them. Trump has said each sunken boat has saved 25,000 American lives, presumably from overdoses. The boats, however, appear to have been transporting cocaine, not the far more deadly synthetic opioids that kill tens of thousands of Americans each year. 

    
    
    
Sean Parnell, the Pentagon's chief spokesman, said in a statement to the AP that the Defense Department has "consistently said that our intelligence did indeed confirm that the individuals involved in these drug operations were narco-terrorists, and we stand by that assessment."
So far, the U.S. military has blown up 17 vessels, killing more than 60 people. Nine of the craft were targeted in the Caribbean, and at least three of those had departed from Venezuela, according to the Trump administration. The military is striking the boats at the same time the administration is applying increasing pressure on Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro. The Justice Department doubled a reward for his arrest to $50 million, and the U.S. military has built up an unusually large force in the Caribbean Sea and the waters off Venezuela and has flown pairs of supersonic, heavy bombers along the country's coast. 

    
Relatives and acquaintances said they have confirmed the deaths through word-of-mouth and inexplicit social media posts that sought to convey information about the dead men without drawing the attention of Venezuelan authorities. They have also made what they described as reasonable deductions: The men have not returned phone calls or texts in weeks, or reached out to say they were okay; Venezuelan authorities, residents said, have also searched some of the homes of the dead men. 
"I want an answer, but who can I ask?" said a relative of one of the men. "I can't say anything."
The fisherman
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A native of Guiria, a village on the southeast side of the peninsula, Robert Sanchez dropped out of school as a teenager and like many others in the region became a fisherman like his father, according to friends and relatives. The 42-year-old was considered among the peninsula's best pilots, they said, having spent the better part of three decades mastering the area's currents and winds, so much so he could navigate the waters at night without instruments. 
As part of hired crews, the father of four spent his days fishing for snapper, kingfish and dogfish. The fisherman wanted to save enough money to buy a 75-horsepower boat engine so he could operate his own boat and not work for others. It was a dream Sanchez knew he was likely to never realize, relatives said: Most of his income -- about $100 a month -- went to feed his children.
He was not alone in that situation. 

    
The peninsula is part of Sucre state, one of Venezuela's poorest. Sucre was once home to several fish processing plants, an auto assembly plant and a large public university, all of which offered well-paying jobs. Most have shuttered. The peninsula is dotted by the unfulfilled promises of 26 years of a self-described socialist government, including an abandoned shipyard and the rusted infrastructure meant for a natural gas complex. 
With its proximity to the Caribbean Sea, the area is a popular transit hub for cocaine making its way from Colombia to Trinidad and other Caribbean islands before heading to Europe. Colombian cocaine destined for the U.S. is generally smuggled out of Colombia through the Pacific coast. 
The larger economic pressures -- and Sanchez's goal of owning a boat engine -- are what pushed the fisherman to accept an offer to help traffickers navigate the tricky waters he knew so well, friends and relatives said. 
Sanchez had just finished offloading a day's catch last month when he told his mother he would be taking a short trip and would see her in a couple of days. They had no idea where he was going. 
After seeing clips on social media that mentioned his death, relatives broke the news to his mother, but not until after ensuring she had taken her blood pressure medication. Sanchez's youngest son, a third grader, could not accept for days that his father was gone. He kept asking adults if his father could have survived the explosion, noting he might still be at sea.
No, the adults told the boy. His father was gone. 
One of the first to die
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Luis "Che" Martinez was killed in the first strike. A burly 60-year-old, Martinez was a longtime local crime boss, and he made most of his living smuggling drugs and people across borders, according to several people who knew him. 
He had been jailed by Venezuelan authorities on human-trafficking charges after a boat he had operated capsized in December 2020, killing about two dozen people, law enforcement officials said at the time. Among those who died in the accident were two of his sons and a granddaughter, relatives told the AP. The AP was not able to determine the disposition of his criminal case, but Martinez was eventually released from custody and returned to smuggling people and drugs, according to acquaintances. 
Though they detested what he did for a living -- and the control Martinez and similar criminals exerted over their villages -- several residents said they appreciated how Martinez contributed annually to the town's festival of the Virgin of the Valley, the patroness of fishermen, and he spent lavishly in local shops and restaurants. He also bet heavily on cockfights, a popular pastime, a bird breeder said. 

    
Martinez was killed, a relative and several acquaintances said, in the first known U.S. strike, which took place Sept. 2. Trump quickly took to social media to claim the vessel had departed from Venezuela and had been carrying drugs. The 11-man crew, the president said, had been members of the Tren de Aragua gang. He said all men were killed and also posted a short video clip of a small vessel appearing to explode in flames.
Martinez's relatives said they did not believe the underworld figure was a member of that gang. 
They said they have been provided no information from the Venezuelan government about his fate. They figured it out when they came across a photo of a body that had washed ashore in Trinidad. The photo had been shared on social media and messaging apps and depicted a badly mutilated body. The people familiar with Martinez said they knew instantly the stout corpse was Martinez because, on his left wrist, was strapped one of his most treasured belongings: an ostentatious watch. 
The former cadet and bus driver
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Dushak Milovcic, 24, was drawn to crime by the adrenaline rush and money, so much that he dropped out of the country's National Guard Academy, according to those who knew him. He started as a lookout for smugglers, they said. Though he had no experience at sea, he eventually won a promotion to the more lucrative and coveted jobs on drug-running boats.
It's not clear how many trips he had undertaken before he was killed last month. 
Juan Carlos "El Guaramero" Fuentes had operated a transit bus for several years but was facing dire financial circumstances when it had broken down. The government had been unable -- or unwilling -- to fix it. That meant he was losing money because bus drivers in Venezuela typically pocket a portion of the fares, making it nearly impossible for him to feed and clothe his family. 
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Villagers said they were not surprised that Fuentes, who had no nautical experience, turned to smuggling to make ends meet. The higher-level traffickers who typically crewed such boats had been staying ashore to avoid being targeted by U.S. missiles. In their place, villagers said, they had been increasingly hiring novices like Fuentes. 

Fuentes told friends he had been nervous about his first smuggling run, knowing it would be filled with risks from weather, rival gangs, even the U.S. military. The September trip had gone surprisingly smoothly, he told friends, and he readily agreed to join another crew. Fuentes was killed in a missile strike last month, friends said, the precise one unknown.
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    Ukraine says it has hit a major Russian oil refinery with long-range drones




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A Ukrainian serviceman of the 14th Separate Unmanned Aerial Systems Regiment prepares a long-range drone An-196 Liutyi before takeoff in undisclosed location, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman of the 14th Separate Unmanned Aerial Systems Regiment prepares a long-range drone An-196 Liutyi before takeoff in undisclosed location, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image, made from video and provided by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025, Russian soldiers fire a Malka self-propelled gun towards Ukrainian positions on an undisclosed location in Ukraine. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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            In this image, made from video and provided by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025, Russian soldiers fire a Malka self-propelled gun towards Ukrainian positions on an undisclosed location in Ukraine. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukrainian drones struck a major oil refinery in Russia's Volgograd region for the second time in almost three months, Ukraine's general staff said Thursday. Russian officials did not confirm the attack, although the local governor said drones started a fire at an unspecified industrial facility in the region.
Ukraine's general staff said in a statement that the attack took place the previous day. The refinery is the largest producer of fuel and lubricants in Russia's Southern Federal District, processing more than 15 million tons of crude annually -- about 5.6% of the country's total refining capacity, according to Ukrainian officials.
Russia and Ukraine have traded almost daily assaults on each other's energy infrastructure as U.S.-led diplomatic efforts to stop the nearly four-year war make no impact on the battlefield.

    
Ukraine's long-range drone strikes on Russian refineries aim to deprive Moscow of the oil export revenue it needs to pursue its full-scale invasion. Russia wants to cripple the Ukrainian power grid, seeking to deny civilians access to heat, light and running water in what Kyiv officials say is an attempt to "weaponize winter."



    
        




    




Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said foreign countries are helping Kyiv in its efforts to keep the power grid operating amid Russia's onslaught.
"Practically every day, our power engineers, repair brigades, and the State Emergency Service of Ukraine are carrying out restorations on-site after attacks: hits keep occurring across various points, especially in our communities, and especially near the Russian border and close to the front," Zelenskyy said late Wednesday.

    
    
    
Also, saboteurs inside Russia burned dozens of locomotives in a bid to hamper the logistics of Russia's armed forces, Ukraine's military intelligence said Thursday.
The Freedom of Russia group used Molotov cocktails to set fire to the control and power supply systems of dozens of locomotives that transported military cargo, according to a statement from GUR, as the intelligence agency is known.

    
It was not possible to independently verify the claim, nor did the statement say whether the GUR was involved in the operation. Russian officials offered no immediate comment.
Ukraine, meanwhile, has attempted to strike targets on Russian soil with domestically developed long-range drones.
Ukrainian forces also struck three fuel lubricants facilities in the Russian-occupied Crimean peninsula and a storage and assembly base for Russia's Shahed drones in an occupied area of Ukraine's eastern Donetsk region, the general staff statement said.
In the Kostroma region northeast of Moscow, a Ukrainian aerial attack hit unidentified "energy infrastructure facilities," Gov. Sergei Sitnikov said. There were no casualties and power supplies were not disrupted, he said.
Unconfirmed media reports said the attack targeted a hydroelectric power plant in the Kostroma region, one of the biggest in Russia.
The Russian Defense Ministry said Thursday its air defenses shot down 75 drones overnight over multiple Russian regions and annexed Crimea.

    
Russia, meantime, attacked the city of Kamianske in Ukraine's eastern Dnipropetrovsk region with drones overnight, killing one person and injuring eight others, the head of the regional military administration, Vladyslav Haivanenko, said on his official Telegram channel.
Several fires broke out and the roof of a four-story building was partially destroyed, he said.

The Russian military also continued its assault on Ukraine's rail infrastructure, causing delays and route changes in Ukraine's eastern regions of Kharkiv and Dnipropetrovsk and in the southern Zaporizhzhia region, Ukraine's state-owned railway company Ukrzaliznytsia said.
Russia attacked Ukraine with 135 drones of various types overnight on Thursday, Ukraine's air force said.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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    These are the airports that will reduce flights during the government shutdown
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            Airports in New York, Los Angeles and Chicago along with hubs across the U.S. are among the 40 that will see flights cut starting Friday due to the government shutdown. (AP Production: Marissa Duhaney)
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            U.S. airlines began canceling hundreds of flights Thursday due to the Federal Aviation Administration's order to reduce traffic at the country's busiest airports starting Friday because of the government shutdown. (AP Video by Thomas Peipert)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An American Airline plane is moving to a terminal at O'Hare International Airport in Chicago, Monday, Nov. 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        The Federal Aviation Administration is forcing airlines to cut 10% of their flights at 40 of the busiest airports across the nation to reduce pressure on air traffic controllers during the ongoing government shutdown and ensure that flying remains safe.

The cuts will start to take effect on Friday. Travelers should check with their airlines to see if their flight has been cut. Here is a list of airports affected:
1. Anchorage International in Alaska
2. Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International in Georgia
3. Boston Logan International in Massachusetts
4. Baltimore/Washington International in Maryland
5. Charlotte Douglas International in North Carolina
6. Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International in Kentucky
7. Dallas Love Field in Texas
8. Ronald Reagan Washington National in Virginia
9. Denver International in Colorado
10. Dallas/Fort Worth International in Texas

    
11. Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County in Michigan
12. Newark Liberty International in New Jersey
13. Fort Lauderdale/Hollywood International in Florida
14. Honolulu International in Hawaii
15. Houston Hobby in Texas
16. Washington Dulles International in Virginia



    
        




    




17. George Bush Houston Intercontinental in Texas
18. Indianapolis International in Indiana

    
    
    
19. John F. Kennedy International in New York
20. Harry Reid International Airport in Las Vegas
21. Los Angeles International in California
22. LaGuardia Airport in New York

    
    
    
23. Orlando International in Florida
24. Chicago Midway International in Illinois
25. Memphis International in Tennessee
26. Miami International in Florida
27. Minneapolis/St Paul International in Minnesota
28. Oakland International in California
29. Ontario International in California
30. Chicago O`Hare International in Illinois
31. Portland International in Oregon
32. Philadelphia International in Pennsylvania
33. Phoenix Sky Harbor International in Arizona
34. San Diego International in California
35. Louisville International in Kentucky
36. Seattle/Tacoma International in Washington
37. San Francisco International in California
38. Salt Lake City International in Utah
39. Teterboro in New Jersey
40. Tampa International in Florida
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    Federal judge orders Trump administration to fully fund SNAP benefits in November




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Aidan Tavor, center, directs traffic as volunteers help load vehicles during a food distribution at the San Antonio Food Bank for SNAP recipients and other households affected by the federal shutdown, Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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                                        A federal judge in Rhode Island ordered the Trump administration Thursday to find the money to fully fund SNAP benefits for November, a decision that the administration promptly appealed.
The ruling by U.S. District Judge John J. McConnell Jr. gave President Donald Trump's administration until Friday to make the payments through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, though it's unlikely the 42 million Americans -- about 1 in 8, most of them in poverty -- will see the money on the debit cards they use for groceries nearly that quickly.
The order was in response to a challenge from cities and nonprofits complaining that the administration was only offering to cover 65% of the maximum benefit, a decision that would have left some recipients getting nothing for this month.
"The defendants failed to consider the practical consequences associated with this decision to only partially fund SNAP," McConnell said in a ruling from the bench after a brief hearing. "They knew that there would be a long delay in paying partial SNAP payments and failed to consider the harms individuals who rely on those benefits would suffer."

    
    
    

    
McConnell was one of two judges who ruled last week that the administration could not skip November's benefits entirely because of the federal shutdown.



    
        




    




Shortly after the judges' rulings, lawyers for the Trump administration filed a motion to appeal, contesting both Thursday's decision and the earlier one last Saturday that ordered the federal government to use emergency reserves to fund the food program throughout November. 

    
    
    
Vice President JD Vance told reporters the ruling was "absurd."
"What we'd like to do is for the Democrats to open up the government of course, then we can fund SNAP," Vance said at an unrelated White House event. "But in the midst of a shutdown, we can't have a federal court telling the president how he has to triage the situation."

    
The Trump administration chose partial payments this week
Last month, the administration said that it would halt SNAP payments for November if the government shutdown wasn't resolved.
A coalition of cities and nonprofits sued in federal court in Rhode Island, and Democratic state officials from across the country did so in Massachusetts.
The judges in both cases ordered the government to use one emergency reserve fund containing more than $4.6 billion to pay for SNAP for November but gave it leeway to tap other money to make the full payments, which cost between $8.5 billion and $9 billion each month.
On Monday, the administration said it would not use additional money, saying it was up to Congress to appropriate the funds for the program and that the other money was needed to shore up other child hunger programs.
The partial funding brought on complications
McConnell harshly criticized the Trump administration for making that choice.
"Without SNAP funding for the month of November, 16 million children are immediately at risk of going hungry," he said. "This should never happen in America. In fact, it's likely that SNAP recipients are hungry as we sit here."
Tyler Becker, the attorney for the government, unsuccessfully argued that the Trump administration had followed the court's order in issuing the partial payments. "This all comes down to Congress not having appropriated funds because of the government shutdown," he said.

    
Kristin Bateman, a lawyer for the coalition of cities and nonprofit organizations, told the judge the administration had other reasons for not fully funding the benefits.
"What defendants are really trying to do is to leverage people's hunger to gain partisan political advantage in the shutdown fight," Bateman told the court.
McConnell said last week's order required that those payments be made "expeditiously" and "efficiently" -- and by Wednesday -- or a full payment would be required. "Nothing was done consistent with the court's order to clear the way to expeditiously resolve it," McConnell said.

    
There were other twists and turns this week
The administration said in a court filing on Monday that it could take weeks or even months for some states to make calculations and system changes to load the debit cards used in the SNAP program. At the time, it said it would fund 50% of the maximum benefits.
The next day, Trump appeared to threaten not to pay the benefits at all unless Democrats in Congress agreed to reopen the government. His press secretary later said that the partial benefits were being paid for November -- and that it is future payments that are at risk if the shutdown continues.
And Wednesday night, it recalculated, telling states that there was enough money to pay for 65% of the maximum benefits.
Under a decades-old formula in federal regulations, everyone who received less than the maximum benefit would get a larger percentage reduction. Some families would have received nothing and some single people and two-person households could have gotten as little as $16.
Carmel Scaife, a former day care owner in Milwaukee who hasn't been able to work since receiving multiple severe injuries in a car accident seven years ago, said she normally receives $130 a month from SNAP. She said that despite bargain hunting, that is not nearly enough for a month's worth of groceries.
Scaife, 56, said that any cuts to her benefit will mean she will need to further tap her Social Security income for groceries. "That'll take away from the bills that I pay," she said. "But that's the only way I can survive."

    
The next legal step is unclear
This type of order is usually not subject to an appeal, but the Trump administration has challenged other rulings like it before.
An organization whose lawyers filed the challenge signaled it would continue the battle if needed.
"We shouldn't have to force the President to care for his citizens," Democracy Forward President and CEO Skye Perryman said in a statement, "but we will do whatever is necessary to protect people and communities."
It often takes SNAP benefits a week or more to be loaded onto debit cards once states initiate the process.
___

Associated Press writers Sara Cline in Baton Rouge, Louisiana; Susan Haigh in Hartford, Connecticut; and Gary Robertson in Raleigh, North Carolina, contributed to this report.
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    Ex-NFL star Antonio Brown arrested on attempted murder charge in Miami shooting
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            Former NFL star Antonio Brown has been arrested on an attempted murder charge stemming from a shooting after a celebrity boxing event in Miami, police confirmed Thursday. Brown, 37, was taken into custody by U.S. Marshals in Dubai.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tampa Bay Buccaneers wide receiver Antonio Brown (81) walks on the field during an NFL football game against the New York Jets, Jan. 2, 2022, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger, File)]
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            Tampa Bay Buccaneers wide receiver Antonio Brown (81) walks on the field during an NFL football game against the New York Jets, Jan. 2, 2022, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the Essex County Department of Corrections shows former NFL player Antonio Brown on Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025. (Essex County Department of Corrections via AP)]
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                                        Former NFL star Antonio Brown has been arrested on an attempted murder charge stemming from a shooting after a celebrity boxing event in Miami, police confirmed Thursday.
Brown, 37, was taken into custody by U.S. Marshals in Dubai, said Miami police spokesman Mike Vega. He was flown to Essex County, New Jersey, where he is being held pending extradition to Miami, Vega said. 
It was unclear why Brown was taken to New Jersey first or how long he had been in Dubai, although he has posted several times on social media over the past few months from there.
According to an arrest warrant detailing the May 16 shooting, Brown is accused of grabbing a handgun from a security staffer after the boxing match and firing two shots at a man he had gotten into a fistfight with earlier. The victim, Zul-Qarnain Kwame Nantambu, told investigators one of the bullets grazed his neck.

    
It was unclear from court documents whether Brown has an attorney. It also was not immediately known when Brown might be returned to Miami.
A second-degree attempted murder charge carries a maximum 15-year prison sentence and up to a $10,000 fine in the event of a conviction.



    
        




    




Brown, who spent 12 years in the NFL, was an All-Pro wide receiver who last played in 2021 for Tampa Bay but spent most of his career with Pittsburgh. For his career, Brown had 928 receptions for more than 12,000 yards and 83 touchdowns.


    
    
    
Brown has dealt with several legal problems over the years. He previously had been accused of battery of a moving truck driver, several domestic violence charges, failure to pay child support and other incidents. During a 2021 game with Tampa Bay against the New York Jets, Brown took off his jersey, shoulder pads and gloves and ran off the field, leading to his release by the Buccaneers and effectively ending his football career.
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    Supreme Court lets Trump block transgender and nonbinary people from choosing passport sex markers
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            The Supreme Court on Thursday allowed the Trump administration to enforce a policy blocking transgender and nonbinary people from choosing passport sex markers that align with their gender identity.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An American flag flies at half-staff outside the Supreme Court on Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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            An American flag flies at half-staff outside the Supreme Court on Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ash Lazarus Orr, a transgender plaintiff in a lawsuit against the Trump administration's policy that bans the use of the "X" marker used by nonbinary people on passports, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press, March 24, 2025, in Boston. (AP Photo/Rodrique Ngowi, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Thursday allowed President Donald Trump's administration to enforce a policy blocking transgender and nonbinary people from choosing passport sex markers that align with their gender identity. 
The decision is Trump's latest win on the court's emergency docket, and allows the administration to enforce the policy while a lawsuit over it plays out. It halts a lower-court order requiring the government to keep letting people choose male, female or X on their passport to correspond with their gender identity on new or renewed passports. The court's three liberal justices dissented. 
The high court has sided with the government in nearly two dozen short-term orders on a range of policies since the start of Trump's second term, including another case barring transgender people from serving in the military. 

    
In a brief, unsigned order, the conservative-majority court said the policy isn't discriminatory. "Displaying passport holders' sex at birth no more offends equal protection principles than displaying their country of birth," it said. "In both cases, the Government is merely attesting to a historical fact without subjecting anyone to differential treatment." 



    
        




    




The court's three liberal justices disagreed, saying in a dissent that those passports make transgender people vulnerable to "increased violence, harassment, and discrimination."

    
    
    
"This Court has once again paved the way for the immediate infliction of injury without adequate (or, really, any) justification," Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson wrote, saying the policy stemmed directly from Trump's executive order that described transgender identity as "false" and "corrosive."
Transgender and nonbinary people who sued over the policy have reported being sexually assaulted, strip-searched and accused of presenting fake documents at airport security checks, she wrote. 

    
The Supreme Court majority said being unable to enforce the policy harms the government because passports are part of foreign affairs, an area of executive branch control. The dissenters, though, said it's not clear exactly how individual identification documents affect the nation's foreign policy. 
The State Department changed its passport rules after Trump, a Republican, handed down an executive order in January declaring the United States would "recognize two sexes, male and female," based on birth certificates and "biological classification." 
Transgender actor Hunter Schafer, for example, said in February that her new passport had been issued with a male gender marker, even though she's marked female on her driver's license and passport for years.
The plaintiffs argue those passports aren't accurate, and can be unsafe for those whose gender expression doesn't match what's on the documents. 
"Forcing transgender people to carry passports that out them against their will increases the risk that they will face harassment and violence," said Jon Davidson, senior counsel for the ACLU's LGBTQ & HIV Project. "This is a heartbreaking setback for the freedom of all people to be themselves, and fuel on the fire the Trump administration is stoking against transgender people and their constitutional rights." 

    
Sex markers began appearing on passports in the mid-1970s and the federal government started allowing them to be changed with medical documentation in the early 1990s, the plaintiffs said in court documents. A 2021 change under President Joe Biden, a Democrat, removed documentation requirements and allowed nonbinary people to choose an X gender marker after years of litigation. 
A judge blocked the Trump administration policy in June after a lawsuit from nonbinary and transgender people, some of whom said they were afraid to submit applications. An appeals court left the judge's order in place. 
Solicitor General D. John Sauer then turned to the Supreme Court, pointing to its recent ruling upholding a ban on transition-related health care for transgender minors and calling the Biden-era policy inaccurate. 
White House spokeswoman Anna Kelly applauded Thursday's order. "This decision is a victory for common sense and President Trump, who was resoundingly elected to eliminate woke gender ideology from our federal government," she said. 

Attorney General Pam Bondi also celebrated the order, saying there are two sexes and Justice Department attorneys would continue to fight for that "simple truth." 
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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    Nancy Pelosi won't seek reelection, ending her storied career in the US House




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Powerful Democratic former speaker Nancy Pelosi won't seek reelection to the U.S. House. Pelosi's announcement brings to a close her storied career as not only the first woman in the speaker's office but arguably the most powerful in American politics.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi will not seek reelection to the U.S. House, bringing to a close her storied career as not only the first woman in the speaker's office but arguably the most powerful in American politics.
Pelosi, who has represented San Francisco for nearly 40 years, announced her decision Thursday.
"I will not be seeking reelection to Congress," Pelosi said in a video address to voters. 

    
Pelosi, appearing upbeat and forward-looking as images of her decades of accomplishments filled the frames, said she would finish out her final year in office. And she left those who sent her to Congress with a call to action to carry on the legacy of agenda-setting both in the U.S. and around the world. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., arrives to speak about the House coronavirus bill on Capitol Hill in Washington, March, 13, 2020. (AP Photo/Scott Applewhite, File)]
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"My message to the city I love is this: San Francisco, know your power," she said. "We have made history. We have made progress. We have always led the way."
Pelosi said, "And now we must continue to do so by remaining full participants in our democracy and fighting for the American ideals we hold dear." 
The decision, while not fully unexpected, ricocheted across Washington, and California, as a seasoned generation of political leaders is stepping aside ahead of next year's midterm elections. Some are leaving reluctantly, others with resolve, but many are facing challenges from newcomers eager to lead the Democratic Party and confront President Donald Trump.



    
        




    




Pelosi, 85, remains a political powerhouse and played a pivotal role with California's redistricting effort, Prop 50, and the party's comeback in this week's election. She maintains a robust schedule of public events and party fundraising, and her announced departure touches off a succession battle back home and leaves open questions about who will fill her behind-the-scenes leadership role at the Capitol.
Former President Barack Obama said Pelosi will go down in history as "one of the best speakers the House of Representatives has ever had."

    
An unmatched force in Congress

    
An architect of the Affordable Care Act during Obama's tenure, and a leader on the international stage, Pelosi came to Congress later in life, a mother of five mostly grown children, but also raised in a political family in Baltimore, where her father and brother both served in elected office.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif. reacts as she listens to a question from a reporter during her weekly press briefing on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Sept. 30, 2021, in Washington. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik File)]
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Long criticized by Republicans, who have spent millions of dollars on campaign ads vilifying her as a coastal elite and more, Pelosi remained unrivaled. She routinely fended off calls to step aside by turning questions about her intentions into spirited rebuttals, asking if the same was being posed of her seasoned male colleagues on Capitol Hill. 
In her video address, she noted that her first campaign slogan was "a voice that will be heard."
And with that backing, she became a speaker "whose voice would certainly be heard," she said.
But after Pelosi quietly helped orchestrate Joe Biden's withdrawal from the 2024 presidential race, she has decided to pass the torch, too.
Last year, she experienced a fall resulting in a hip fracture during a whirlwind congressional visit to allies in Europe, but even still it showcased her grit: It was revealed she was rushed to a military hospital for surgery -- after the group photo, in which she's seen smiling, poised on her trademark stiletto heels.
Pelosi's decision also comes as her husband of more than six decades, Paul Pelosi, was gravely injured three years ago when an intruder demanding to know "Where is Nancy?" broke into the couple's home and beat him over the head with a hammer. His recovery from the attack, days before the 2022 midterm elections, is ongoing.
Ahead of the 2026 midterm elections, Pelosi faced a potential primary challenge in California. Newcomer Saikat Chakrabarti, who helped devise progressive Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez's political rise in New York, has mounted a campaign, as has state Sen. Scott Wiener.

    
While Pelosi remains an unmatched force for the Democratic Party, having fundraised more than $1 billion over her career, her next steps are uncertain. First elected in 1987 after having worked in California state party politics, she has spent some four decades in public office.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi is seen at the Emily's List 2008 Convention Gala at the Democratic National Convention in Denver, Aug. 26, 2008. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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Madam speaker takes the gavel
Pelosi's legacy as House speaker comes not only because she was the first woman to have the job but also because of what she did with the gavel, seizing the enormous powers that come with the suite of offices overlooking the National Mall.
During her first tenure, from 2007 to 2011, she steered the House in passing landmark legislation into law -- the Affordable Care Act, the Dodd-Frank financial reforms in the aftermath of the Great Recession and a repeal of the military's Don't Ask, Don't Tell policy against LGBTQ service members.
With Obama in the White House and Democratic Sen. Harry Reid of Nevada leading the Senate, the 2009-10 session of Congress ended among the most productive since the Lyndon B. Johnson era.

    
But a conservative Republican "tea party" revolt bounced Democrats from power, ushering in a new style of Republicans, who would pave the way for Trump to seize the White House in 2016.
Determined to win back control, Pelosi helped recruit and propel dozens of women to office in the 2018 midterm elections as Democrats running as the resistance to Trump's first term.
On the campaign trail that year, Pelosi told The Associated Press that if House Democrats won, she would show the "power of the gavel."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump turns to House speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., as he delivers his State of the Union address to a joint session of Congress on Capitol Hill in Washington, as Vice President Mike Pence watches, Feb. 5, 2019. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik File)]
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Pelosi returns to the speaker's office as a check on Trump
Pelosi became the first speaker to regain the office in some 50 years, and her second term, from 2019 to 2023, became potentially more consequential than the first, particularly as the Democratic Party's antidote to Trump.
Trump was impeached by the House -- twice -- first in 2019 for withholding U.S. aid to Ukraine as it faced a hostile Russia at its border and then in 2021 days after the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol. The Senate acquitted him in both cases.
Pelosi stood up the Jan. 6 special committee to probe Trump's role in sending his mob of supporters to the Capitol, when most Republicans refused to investigate, producing the 1,000-page report that became the first full accounting of what happened as the defeated president tried to stay in office.
After Democrats lost control of the House in the 2022 midterm elections, Pelosi announced she would not seek another term as party leader.

Rather than retire, she charted a new course for leaders, taking on the emerita title that would become used by others, including Republican Rep. Kevin McCarthy of California during his brief tenure after he was ousted by his colleagues from the speaker's office in 2023.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of Nancy Pelosi at https://apnews.com/hub/nancy-pelosi.
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    Cowboys' Marshawn Kneeland found dead of apparent suicide at 24 after evading officers, police say




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Dallas Cowboys defensive end Marshawn Kneeland (94) walks off the field after a preseason NFL football game against the Baltimore Ravens, Saturday, Aug. 16, 2025, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Richard W. Rodriguez, File)]
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[image: Dallas Cowboys defensive end Marshawn Kneeland (94) holds the football after recovering an Arizona Cardinals blocked bunt for a touchdown during an NFL football game between the Dallas Cowboys and the Arizona Cardinals Monday, Nov. 3, 2025, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)]
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[image: Dallas Cowboys defensive end Marshawn Kneeland (94) celebrates with Malik Davis (43), after he recovered a blocked punt for a touchdown in the first half of an NFL football game against the Arizona Cardinals first half of an NFL football game Monday, Nov. 3, 2025, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Richard Rodriguez)]
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[image: Dallas Cowboys defensive end Marshawn Kneeland runs drills during NFL football training camp Thursday, July 25, 2024, in Oxnard, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun, File)]
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[image: Dallas Cowboys defensive end Marshawn Kneeland (94) rushes during a NFL football game against the Washington Commanders, Sunday, Jan. 5, 2025, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Gareth Patterson, File)]
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                                        Police in a Dallas suburb say 24-year-old Dallas Cowboys defensive end Marshawn Kneeland was found dead of an apparent suicide after evading authorities in his vehicle and fleeing the scene of an accident on foot.
Frisco police said Thursday they are investigating the suicide. They said Kneeland didn't stop for Texas Department of Public Safety troopers over a traffic violation in a chase that was joined by Frisco police on Wednesday night.
Authorities lost sight of the vehicle before locating it crashed minutes later. During the search after Kneeland fled the crash site on foot, officers said they received word that Kneeland might be suicidal. 
As authorities were looking for Kneeland, a dispatcher told officers that people who knew him had received a group text from Kneeland "saying goodbye. They're concerned for his welfare," according to recordings from Broadcastify, which archives public safety radio feeds. 

    
"We're talking to the girlfriend. She's trying to call his agent. But we're trying to get her to call him first. But she's saying he is armed and has a history of mental illness. And her quote was, 'He will end it all,'" another dispatcher told officers. 



    
        




    




He was found dead of a self-inflicted gunshot wound early Thursday morning, about three hours after the crash, police said without specifying where Kneeland's body was found. In the recordings from Broadcastify, officers said they had tried to get in contact with Kneeland by calling and texting him and had used a drone to try and locate him after the crash. 

    
    
    
___
EDITOR'S NOTE -- This story includes discussion of suicide. If you or someone you know needs help, the national suicide and crisis lifeline in the U.S. is available by calling or texting 988. There is also an online chat at 988lifeline.org. Helplines outside the U.S. can be found at www.iasp.info/suicidalthoughts. ___

    
The Denver Broncos paid tribute to Kneeland with a moment of silence before their game Thursday night against the Las Vegas Raiders. The team also put his image on the scoreboard.
Kneeland's death came just days after he recovered a blocked punt in the end zone for a touchdown in a 27-17 loss to the Arizona Cardinals.
Kneeland was in his second season with the Cowboys. He was a 2024 second-round draft pick out of Western Michigan.
"I am shattered to confirm that my client and dearest friend Marshawn Kneeland passed away last night," Kneeland's agent, Jonathan Perzley, said in a statement that asked for privacy. "Marshawn poured his heart into every snap, every practice and every moment on the field. To lose someone with his talent, spirit and goodness is a pain I can hardly put into words."
Kneeland's rookie season was off to a promising start before he was sidelined for five games by a knee injury.
Kneeland had his first career sack in the season opener this year against Philadelphia. He played in seven games this season, missing two with an ankle injury.
"Marshawn was a beloved teammate and member of our organization," the Cowboys said. "Our thoughts and prayers regarding Marshawn are with his girlfriend Catalina and his family."

    
The Cowboys have frequently sought pass rushers and other defensive linemen in the first two rounds of the draft. Kneeland was drafted a year after defensive end Sam Williams was taken by Dallas in the second round. Williams blocked the punt that Kneeland recovered against the Cardinals.
Kneeland's mother, Wendy Kneeland, died suddenly while he was preparing for the draft. He had his mother's ashes in a necklace he wore after joining the Cowboys, according to The Dallas Morning News.
"We are deeply saddened by the tragic news of the passing of Cowboys' Marshawn Kneeland," the NFL said. "We have been in contact with the Cowboys and have offered support and counseling resources." 
Miami Dolphins receivers coach Robert Prince, who had the same position with the Cowboys when Kneeland was a rookie last year, had tears in his eyes as he met with reporters Thursday.
"We spent a lot of time (together) when he was injured and working out in the weight room," Prince said. "We'd shoot the breeze. He was a Western Michigan kid and I coached with the Lions for a while so we had some Michigan-type stories. Good kid. I'm sorry to hear that about him."

    
Kneeland had a career-high 57 tackles along with 4 1/2 sacks in nine games as a senior at Western Michigan.
"My heart is absolutely broken over the loss of Marshawn Kneeland," Western Michigan coach Lance Taylor said. "His leadership, energy and smile were infectious, and he left a lasting impact on everyone in our program. Having coached him during my first season here, we developed a special bond that went far beyond football."
Tributes poured in from around the NFL, including Tennessee Titans defensive tackle Jeffery Simmons, who raised the topic of suicide awareness with a reporter during training camp this year.

    
"It sucks seeing the news of our NFL brother!" Simmons wrote on X. "Even when someone is carrying the biggest smile, make sure to just check in on them. You just never know man. Don't be afraid to ask for help, we all go through things that we sometimes hide!"

Two of Kneeland's Dallas teammates, quarterback Dak Prescott and defensive lineman Solomon Thomas, had siblings who died by suicide and have foundations supporting suicide awareness and prevention. Thomas' sister, Ella, was the same age as Kneeland.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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    Fire destroys Miami Heat coach Erik Spoelstra's home. Nobody was hurt




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Firefighters work to extinguish the remains of a fire at a home owned by Miami Heat basketball coach Erik Spoelstra, Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Firefighters work to extinguish the remains of a fire at a home owned by Miami Heat basketball coach Erik Spoelstra, Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Firefighters work at the scene of a fire at a home owned by Miami Heat basketball coach Erik Spoelstra, Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Miami Heat head coach Erik Spoelstra, front, heads to the lockerroom after greeting Denver Nuggets head coach David Adelman following an NBA basketball game Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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                                        CORAL GABLES, Fla. (AP) -- Fire destroyed Miami Heat coach Erik Spoelstra's home early Thursday, with officials saying more than 20 units were dispatched in what became a frantic, futile effort to save the property.
Nobody was in the home when the fire broke out, and no injuries were reported. Spoelstra plans to coach Miami's next game, a home matchup against the Charlotte Hornets on Friday night, the team said.
"We are grateful to learn that nobody was harmed in the fire at coach Spoelstra's residence this morning," the Heat said in a release. "Our thoughts, prayers and assistance are with Spo and his family during this time."
An investigation into what caused the fire was underway, officials said. Those probes can take weeks in some cases.
Spoelstra was on an airplane when the fire started, flying home with the Heat from a Wednesday night game in Denver. The fire was called in around 4:36 a.m., county records showed, and the Heat charter landed in Miami about 35 minutes later.

    
Multiple fire trucks and other vehicles were at the fully involved scene when Spoelstra arrived at the property. Television cameras captured Spoelstra walking around the perimeter of the property in the pre-dawn hours, sometimes stopping and holding his head in apparent disbelief as flames continued shooting into the darkened air.



    
        




    




Drone footage captured after the blaze was extinguished showed that much of the home was reduced to charred rubble.

    
    
    
Smoke was still seen rising over parts of the property more than three hours after the first fire trucks arrived, but officials declared the blaze contained around 8 a.m. Some crews remained on the scene, monitoring hotspots, until early Thursday afternoon.
Miami-Dade Fire Rescue battalion chief Victoria Byrd said the fire -- with flames "as tall as the trees," she said -- was fought with crews both on the ground and in the air. The fire was contained to the property owned by Spoelstra and no nearby homes were damaged, Byrd said, adding that a privacy fence and tree cover impeded the initial firefighting efforts.

    
"Our units came in and did an excellent job," Byrd said.
Property records show Spoelstra bought the five-bedroom home in December 2023. He had done extensive work to the property following the purchase.

Spoelstra -- who has been part of all three of Miami's NBA championship runs, two as head coach -- is in his 18th season as coach of the Heat, an organization he originally joined as a video coordinator in 1995. He finalized a deal last month to serve as coach of the U.S. Olympic men's basketball team at the 2028 Los Angeles Games.
The Heat were off Thursday. Spoelstra is scheduled to have a pregame media session Friday, as per usual.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
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    The world's tallest teenager becomes the tallest player in college basketball history




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: CORRECTS TO SECOND HALF NOT FIRST HALF - North Florida guard Dante Oliver, left and North Florida forward Nestor Dyachok, right, guard against Florida center Olivier Rioux, center, during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris Watkins)]
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[image: North Florida guard Trey Cady, front right, defends against Florida center Olivier Rioux (32) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris Watkins)]
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                                        GAINESVILLE, Fla. (AP) -- Florida coach Todd Golden had people yelling at him at halftime Thursday night to get 7-foot-9 center Olivier Rioux in the game.
Golden relented with 2:09 to play -- and made history in the process -- after chants of "We Want Ollie" swept through the O'Connell Center.
Rioux became the tallest person to ever play college basketball when he made his debut in a 104-64 victory over North Florida. Rioux, a 19-year-old redshirt freshman from Canada and the world's tallest teenager, drew so much attention from the Ospreys that he didn't even touch the ball.
"It felt great," Rioux said. "The support from everybody was amazing, even on the bench and even the fans. I think everybody supported me. I'm very grateful."
When asked about making history, Rioux quipped: "It's another day, I guess."
Rioux made everyone in attendance smile. Even North Florida forward Trey Cady smirked when he measured himself against Rioux. Cady was giving up more than a foot in the matchup.

    
"There's people yelling at me at halftime about playing him," Golden said. "I'm like, 'Listen, it will happen. The time will come.'"



    
        




    




Rioux is 2 inches (5 centimeters) taller than former NBA giants Gheorghe Muresan and Manute Bol, and 3 inches taller than popular big men Yao Ming, Tacko Fall and Shawn Bradley. He already owned a spot in the Guinness record book when he signed with Florida in 2024.

    
    
    
Golden gave Rioux the option of playing sparingly last season or taking a redshirt season and working on his game. Rioux chose the latter. Nonetheless, he was a walking viral video, from riding his bike on campus, to ducking under every doorway, to cutting down nets while standing flat-footed during Florida's NCAA Tournament run.
"He's put in a lot of great work," Golden said. "To his credit, he's kept a great attitude without getting a lot of reward in terms of playing time and opportunity."

    
Golden had made it clear that Rioux would only play late in blowouts, the result of having all four frontcourt players returning. But Olivier doubled down on wanting to be at Florida and welcomed the challenge of playing against Alex Condon, Thomas Haugh, Rueben Chinyelu, and Micah Handlogten in practice and behind them in games.
"I talked to the guys at halftime when we're up 24 and I expressed to them the importance of getting off to a really good start so we can get some of the younger guys and some of the guys from down on the bench an opportunity to play and to get some rip," Golden said. "Obviously the game was in our control and thought it would be a good opportunity to get him out there and get his first college experience, and I think he was pretty excited.
"It was pretty neat for him to finally see the floor."
Fans delivered the loudest ovation of the game -- second only to Florida unveiling its championship banner during pregame introductions -- when Golden motioned to Rioux at the end of the bench. Rioux pulled off his long-sleeved T-shirt and hustled to the scorer's table to check in.
Teammates and coaches celebrated wildly, and fans screamed every time the ball got near Rioux. He'll have to wait until his next outing to actually touch it.

    
"So much fun," Handlogten said. "When he was checking into the game, I kind of stopped him and I was like, 'Play with confidence. You've worked your butt off for two years now to get to this spot. Now's your moment. This is your time to shine.
"To see him out there running up and down the court with a little smile on his face, it was really good to see."
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here and here (AP News mobile app). AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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    On the set of the first Agatha Christie show where mysteries are solved with the internet
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            For the first time, the work of the queen of crime has been modernized for an English-speaking TV audience in "Agatha Christie's Tommy & Tuppence," which is now shooting in the U.K.. (Nov. 6)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Antonia Thomas, left, and and Josh Dylan appear on the set of the Agatha Christie series "Tommy & Tuppence" in Beaconsfield, England on Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Antonia Thomas, second right, and and Josh Dylan, right appear during the filming of the Agatha Christie series "Tommy & Tuppence" in Beaconsfield, England on Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: This image shows the filming location for the Agatha Christie series "Tommy & Tuppence" in Beaconsfield, England on Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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            This image shows the filming location for the Agatha Christie series "Tommy & Tuppence" in Beaconsfield, England on Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The scene: Outside a stately English home, a man and a woman attempt to solve a mystery. What's unusual about this picture?
They're using the internet.
In a departure from what could be the logline for many a cozy English mystery before it, "Agatha Christie's Tommy & Tuppence" marks the first time Agatha Christie's work has been modernized for an English-speaking TV audience. In this six-part drama premiering next year, there are phones, social media and TikTok alongside the usual murky secrets, red herrings and nefarious crimes.
Speaking in late October on the set of the BritBox contemporary series shooting in the U.K., writer and executive producer Phoebe Eclair-Powell says the makers were thrilled to get permission from Christie's estate and have been careful not to "simplify" solving classic puzzles, like a locked room mystery, with new tech.

    
"We have used it, but carefully, sparingly, and when we think actually that it's enhanced the original story that it's adapted from," explains Eclair-Powell.
She says that it's been a "tricky" part of the process, but one they hope Christie herself would approve of.

    
    
    
In Japan, Korea, India and Sweden, there have already been Christie characters living in the modern age, but this is the first contemporary adaptation in the author's native language.
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"Phoebe came to us with a brilliant take on the stories which put them in the modern day and because of the energy & vitality of these characters it felt completely natural to say yes!" Christie's great-grandson James Prichard, who manages the literary rights to her estate, wrote in an email. 
The Associated Press joined stars Antonia Thomas ("The Good Doctor") and Josh Dylan ("The Buccaneers") in the library of a 17th century mansion. Thomas is delighted to appear in this modern mystery program, her first as a title character and says fans will enjoy the interpretation because, while it's "grounded and modern," she and Dylan are still "capering in a classic Agatha Christie way."

    
She also hopes that it'll attract new viewers who would normally be put off by the period setting of a more traditional Christie crime drama.
Dylan describes the modernization as having a "looseness" and "freshness" that makes the miniseries feel "different."
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Readers of the "Queen of Crime" will recognize Tommy and Tuppence as featuring in short stories and four novels spanning from 1922 to 1973 -- their stories were favorites of the author and aged alongside Christie in each appearance, according to her estate.
In this version, Tommy is a crime writer and Tuppence struggles as an actor, so both are amateur sleuths and a will-they-won't-they vibe permeates their relationship.

Also featuring Imelda Staunton as Tommy's Aunt Ada, production on "Agatha Christie's Tommy & Tuppence" continues throughout November and the show is expected to air on BritBox in 2026.
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                    Entertainment

    Movie Review: A fierce Sydney Sweeney pulls no punches in harrowing boxing biopic 'Christy'




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image released by Black Bear shows Sydney Sweeney in a scene from "Christy." (Eddy Chen/Black Bear via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Black Bear shows Sydney Sweeney, center, in a scene from "Christy." (Eddy Chen/Black Bear via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Black Bear shows promotional art for the film "Christy." (Black Bear via AP)]
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                                        At one point deep into "Christy," the boxer Christy Martin, played with ferocious commitment by Sydney Sweeney, describes how she feels being in the ring. It's not what you'd expect.
It's where she finds quiet, she says.
Such a line at the beginning of this two-hour plus film would have been laughable, given that the ring is obviously hectic, loud, bloody -- and terrifying, to most of the world. But when Martin says it, we get it. The ring is where Christy can be in control. Outside -- and especially at home, in the bedroom -- is where life gets truly scary.
"Christy," directed by David Michod, begins as a solid sports biopic, the based-on-true-events story of Martin, a hot-tempered teen from coal-mining country who fell into boxing and became a trailblazer for women in the sport. That's the triumph part.
But then comes the tragedy: the horrific abuse that she suffered at the hands of her trainer and husband, Jim Martin. And that's of course where the boxing montages stop. In its final act, "Christy" goes darker than anything we're prepared for.

    
The mashup of genres may feel a bit tonally rough, but it ultimately works, not least because of its unifying factor: Sweeney, who imbues her no-holds-barred portrayal of Martin with both sweetness and rage, with brio and real vulnerability. The actor's background in MMA fighting was clearly essential for the role, for which she bulked up considerably (a la De Niro in "Raging Bull") and trained extensively. (She also donned a brown mullet wig and wore brown contact lenses, further distancing herself visually from Sydney Sweeney the movie star.)


We begin in 1989 in small-town West Virginia, where Martin lives with her parents, a loving but weak father (Ethan Embry) and an obtuse and intolerant mother (Merritt Wever). This is not the environment in which a gay teenager can hope to thrive or even survive. Fearing her inclinations, they threaten to send her to a priest.

    
    
    
Which is why, when Christy gets the chance to make $500 in a boxing match thanks to a local promoter, she grabs it. At the gym, she meets a trainer, Jim (Ben Foster, a bumbling and eventually chilling villain in an ugly combover). He has no interest at first, and sends a man to spar with her and "break a rib if you have to." She cleans the guy's clock.

    
Soon Christy's living away from home in a cheap apartment, training full time. "I think I've found my thing," she says. Unfortunately, being trained by Jim also means having to submit to him in other ways. She goes home, but he lures her back with promises of better fights in Florida, life near the beach, and a meeting with super-promoter Don King.
Well, Christy doesn't get the beach but she does get ... a husband. Jim, increasingly jealous and paranoid, makes a highly unpleasant marriage proposal. Christy obviously feels she has no choice.
Ultimately, she gets her meeting with King. The promoter likes her pluck, and offers her a contract. "Coal miner's daughter," he says approvingly (Chad L. Coleman, bringing humor to the role). He also likes that she wears pink.

    
At her first big fight for King, the pressure is enormous (director Michod is especially good at depicting the incredibly tense atmosphere around the ring, lending the proceedings an authenticity that some boxing movies don't attain.) But when a nervous Christy gets into the ring in her pink robe, her skills and her bravado carry the day. Blood may be running down her nose and splattering across her white tank top, but she's grinning joyously.
Soon the couple is in a much nicer house, being interviewed by the media. "I'm just a regular housewife who knocks people out for a living," she tells a journalist. She cooks, she cleans and she fights.
And then the movie shifts -- to a gut-wrenching drama of domestic abuse.
If you know the story of Christy Martin, you'll know she barely escaped her marriage alive. In any case, the film in its last moments is so harrowing, you wouldn't believe it actually happened -- if it didn't.
And she did survive, incredibly.

    
"The Lady is a Champ," blared the cover of Sports Illustrated when it put Martin on its cover in 1996, the first female boxer to occupy that hallowed space. Emerging from "Christy," we understand that what made her a champ had more to do with her ultimate resilience outside the ring than with her jabs and hooks inside it.

"Christy," a Black Bear release, has been rated R by the Motion Picture Association "for language, violence/bloody images, some drug use and sexual material." Running time: 135 minutes. Two and a half stars out of four.
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                    Entertainment

    Movie Review: Jennifer Lawrence goes for broke in 'Die, My Love'
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[image: This image released by Mubi shows Robert Pattinson in a scene from "Die My Love." (Kimberly French/Mubi via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Mubi shows Nick Nolte in a scene from "Die My Love." (Kimberly French/Mubi via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Mubi shows Sissy Spacek in a scene from "Die My Love." (Kimberly French/Mubi via AP)]
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            This image released by Mubi shows Sissy Spacek in a scene from "Die My Love." (Kimberly French/Mubi via AP)
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            JAKE COYLE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        A primal punk spirit rages through Lynne Ramsay's "Die, My Love," a jagged, go-for-broke psychodrama starring Jennifer Lawrence as an increasingly unhinged new mother and Robert Pattinson as her husband.
In this cauldron of marital nightmare, set in a ramshackle rural Montana home, there are fires, real and imagined, and a variety of wildlife. There's an incessantly yapping dog, brought home by Jackson (Pattinson) shortly after the couple move in from New York. There's a horse in the road, inopportunely. And on the shirt on Grace (Lawrence) is a tiger. But, more than these animalistic flourishes, there is Grace, herself. In a moment early in the film, she prowls on all fours through tall grass, with a knife in her hand.
The shorthand description of Ramsay's film, adapted from a 2012 novel by the Argentine writer Ariana Harwicz, is that it's about a woman with postpartum depression. But that's not quite right. It's more about the power and urges of a woman who, like a beautiful, feral creature, is not taking to domestication.

    
That's the appealing through line of "Die, My Love," though it can be difficult to firmly grasp it in Ramsay's piercing but tediously overamplified character study. Still, as unkempt and overwrought as "Die, My Love" is, it's not a movie that's timidly weighing in on parenting and gender roles. There's plenty to admire in Ramsay's uncompromising and delirious portrait of marital hell, particularly in the bracingly raw performance of Lawrence. The abandon with which she throws herself into the role is enough to make you exclaim "Mother!"



    
        




    




Grace and Jackson have moved near his childhood home. Their house belonged to Jackson's uncle before he killed himself. Jackson's parents (Nick Nolte, Sissy Spacek) live nearby, and Spacek's knowing eyes suggest they went through something not so dissimilar long ago, casting Grace's struggles as part of a long, gothic American history. Soon after moving in, the couple dance ferociously before winding up naked on the floor.

    
    
    
That scene is announcement of the pitch Ramsay, the great Scottish filmmaker of "Ratcatcher" and "We Need to Talk About Kevin," is working at and of how much her stars are with her on the ride. This is the first movie together for the former teen idols. But I found myself wondering if Lawrence and Pattinson's evident chemistry works against the film.

    
Pattinson's Jackson is some ways a stereotypical dude and foil to Grace. He drinks Budweiser, goes absent with work and can seem more interested in their young son, or the dog, than in Grace. But Pattinson has always exuded a bemused resistance to male tropes that makes him less of an oppositional force to Grace. Pattinson does a lot with concerned looks, as Grace's behavior grows more extreme. But a more conventional leading man might have been better suited to the role, and clarified their dynamic.
But clarity is also not what Ramsay is after. Working from a script she penned with playwrights Enda Walsh and Alice Birch, Ramsay sticks resolutely to Grace's disturbed perspective. The sound design, by Tim Burns and Paul Davies, is purposefully chaotic, filled with barking and the children's music Grace blares as she stomps half naked through the house, ignoring housework and indulging in sexual fantasies. (LaKeith Stanfield has a small, peculiar part.) Grace is also a writer who isn't writing, so her manic mindset has some echoes with Jack Torrance in "The Shining."

    
So, no, this isn't postpartum, and Grace, herself, makes it clear. Her son is great, she says. "It's everything else that's f---ed." What falls into everything else? It's mostly the things that are trying to subtly and not so subtly conform Grace to a simple and restrictive mom persona. Heaven help the cheery suburban mothers who try to make small talk with her at a birthday party. Even the classic rock Jackson plays in his truck irks her. "I hate guitars," she pronounces.
It helps for "Die, My Love" to get out of the house, where the movie is overwhelmingly, even oppressively set. "Die, My Love" might have benefited from more scenes like these that let Lawrence use her comedic talents more. Instead, a live-wire performance gets suffocated, and the conceptual force of the movie ends up feeling more oppressive to Grace than anything else.

"Die, My Love," a Mubi release, is rated R by the Motion Picture Association for sexual content, graphic nudity, language and some violent content. Running time: 118 minutes. Two and a half stars out of four.
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    Trump unveils deal to expand coverage and lower costs on obesity drugs
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            President Trump has announced a deal with drugmakers Eli Lilly and Novo Nordisk to expand coverage and reduce prices for their popular obesity treatments Zepbound and Wegovy.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump, left, shakes the hand of Novo Nordisk President and CEO Mike Doustdar during an event about drug prices, Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025, in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Donald Trump speaks during an event about drug prices, Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025, in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Donald Trump speaks as Heidi Overton, deputy director of the White House Domestic Policy Council, from left, David Moore, president of Novo Nordisk Inc., Novo Nordisk President and CEO Mike Doustdar, Eli Lilly CEO David Ricks, Chris Klomp, director of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Mehmet Oz, administrator of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, and Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. listen during an event about drug prices, Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025, in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: Boxes for the medications Wegovy and Zepbound are arranged for a photograph in California, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/JoNel Aleccia, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump unveiled a deal Thursday with drugmakers Eli Lilly and Novo Nordisk to expand coverage and reduce prices for the popular obesity treatments Zepbound and Wegovy.
Known as GLP-1 receptor agonists, the drugs have soared in popularity in recent years, but patient access has been a consistent problem because of their cost -- around $500 a month for higher doses -- and insurance coverage has been spotty. More than 100 million American adults are obese, according to federal estimates.
Coverage of the drugs for obesity will expand to Medicare patients starting next year, according to the administration, which said some lower prices also will be phased in for patients without coverage. Starting doses of new, pill versions of the treatments also will cost $149 a month if they are approved.
"(It) will save lives, improve the health of millions and millions of Americans," said Trump, in an Oval Office announcement in which he referred to GLP-1s as a "fat drug."

    
Thursday's announcement is the latest attempt by the Trump administration to rein in soaring drug prices in its efforts to address cost-of-living concerns among voters. Pfizer and AstraZeneca recently agreed to lower the cost of prescription drugs for Medicaid after an executive order in May set a deadline for drugmakers to electively lower prices or face new limits on what the government will pay. 
As with the other deals, it's not clear how much the price drop will be felt by consumers. Drug prices can vary based on the competition for treatments and insurance coverage.

    
Obesity drugs are popular, but costly
The obesity drugs work by targeting hormones in the gut and brain that affect appetite and feelings of fullness. In clinical trials, they helped people shed 15% to 22% of their body weight -- up to 50 pounds or more in many cases.
Patients usually start on smaller doses and then work up to larger amounts, depending on their needs. They need to stay on the the treatments indefinitely or risk regaining weight, experts say. 
The medications have proven especially lucrative for Lilly and Novo. Lilly said recently that sales of Zepbound have tripled so far this year to more than $9 billion.
But for many Americans, their cost has made them out of reach.
Medicare, the federally funded coverage program mainly for people ages 65 and over, now covers the cost of the drugs for conditions such as type 2 diabetes and cardiovascular disease, but not for weight loss alone. Trump's predecessor, Joe Biden, proposed a rule last November that would have changed that, but the Trump administration nixed it.
Few state and federally funded Medicaid programs, for people with low incomes, offer coverage. And employers and insurers that provide commercial coverage are wary of paying for these drugs in part because so many people might use them.
The $500 monthly price for higher doses of the treatments also makes them unaffordable for those without insurance, doctors say.

    
Trump tries to show he is in touch with cost-of-living concerns
Thursday's announcement comes as the White House is looking to demonstrate that Trump is in touch with Americans' frustrations with rising costs for food, housing, health care and other necessities.
"Trump is the friend of the forgotten American," said Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. at Thursday's announcement. "Obesity is a disease of poverty. And overwhelmingly, these drugs have only been available for people who have wealth." 
(Obesity rates actually are slightly higher for middle-income Americans than they are for those with the lowest and highest incomes, according to 2017-2020 data collected by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.)
Kennedy had previously expressed skepticism about GLP-1s, but he was full of praise for Trump for pushing to help a broader segment of Americans have access to the drug.
Trump, who has a history of commenting on people's appearance, asked the officials who joined him in the Oval Office whether they had used the weight-loss medications. 
"Do you take any of this stuff, Howard?" Trump asked Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick. "Not yet," Lutnick replied. "He's taking it," the president said of Steven Cheung, who is the White House director of communications.
The drug-pricing announcement came days after Democrats swept elections in races across the country. Economic worries were the dominant concern for those casting their ballots, according to findings from the AP voter poll.

    
Plan calls for phased-in price reductions
The White House sought to diminish price-reduction efforts by the previous Democratic administration as a gift to the pharmaceutical industry.
Trump, instead, consummated a deal that ensures Americans aren't unfairly financing the pharmaceutical industry's innovation, claimed a senior administration official, who briefed reporters ahead of Thursday's Oval Office announcement.
Another senior administration official said coverage of the drugs will expand to Medicare patients starting next year. The program will start covering the treatments for people who have severe obesity and others who are overweight or obese and have serious health problems, the official said. Those who qualify will pay $50 copays for the medicine.

    
Lower prices also will be phased in for people without coverage through the administration's TrumpRx program, which will allow people to buy drugs directly from manufacturers, starting in January.
Administration officials said the average price of the drugs sold on TrumpRx will start at around $350 and then drop to $245 over the next two years.
A Novo Nordisk spokesperson declined to provide details on their pricing changes.
Lilly said it will sell a starter dose of Zepbound for $299 a month and additional doses at up to $449. Both represent $50 reductions from current prices for doses it sells directly to patients. 
Administration officials said lower prices also will be provided for state and federally funded Medicaid programs. And starting doses of new, pill versions of the obesity treatments will cost $149 a month if they are approved. 
U.S. health regulators on Thursday separately agreed to dramatically expedite review of Lilly's obesity pill, orforglipron. An FDA decision on Novo Nordisk's Wegovy pill is expected later this year. 
Doctors who treat patients for obesity say help is needed to improve access. Dr. Leslie Golden says she has roughly 600 patients taking one of these treatments, and at least 75% struggle to afford them. Even with coverage, some face $150 copayments for refills.
"Every visit it's, 'How long can we continue to do this? What's the plan if I can't continue?'" said Golden, an obesity medicine specialist in Watertown, Wisconsin. "Some of them are working additional jobs or delaying retirement so they can continue to pay for it."
___
AP Health Writer Matthew Perrone contributed to this report.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    One Tech Tip: Modern cars are spying on you. Here's what you can do about it
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            Modern cars are computers on wheels that are becoming increasingly connected, enabling innovative new features that make driving safer and more convenient. But these systems are also collecting reams of data on our driving habits and other personal information, raising concerns about data privacy. (AP video by Louis Brettkelly)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by BMW shows the 2025 BMW X3. It offers sporty driving dynamics, advanced tech, and ample space for passengers and cargo. (Courtesy of BMW of North America via AP)]
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            This photo provided by BMW shows the 2025 BMW X3. It offers sporty driving dynamics, advanced tech, and ample space for passengers and cargo. (Courtesy of BMW of North America via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A custom made Chevrolet Corvette C8 is seen with other show cars on a carpet during a carwalk at a preview of the Essen Motor Show in Essen, Germany, Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Members of the media and guests look at Toyota's Corolla concept during the press day of the Japan Mobility Show, in Tokyo, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)]
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            Members of the media and guests look at Toyota's Corolla concept during the press day of the Japan Mobility Show, in Tokyo, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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                                        While driving to a new restaurant, your car's satellite navigation system tracks your location and guides you to the destination. Onboard cameras constantly track your face and eye movements. When another car veers into your path, forcing you to slam on the brakes, sensors are assisting and recording. Waiting at a stoplight, the car notices when you unbuckle your seat belt to grab your sunglasses in the backseat. 
Modern cars are computers on wheels that are becoming increasingly connected, enabling innovative new features that make driving safer and more convenient. But these systems are also collecting reams of data on our driving habits and other personal information, raising concerns about data privacy. 
Here is what to know about how your car spies on you and how you can minimize it: 

    
How cars collect data 
It's hard to figure out exactly how much data a modern car is collecting on you, according to the Mozilla Foundation, which analyzed privacy practices at 25 auto brands in 2023. It declared that cars were the worst product category that the group had ever reviewed for privacy. 
The data points include all your normal interactions with the car -- such as turning the steering wheel or unlocking doors -- but also data from connected onboard services, like satellite radio, GPS navigation systems, connected devices, telematics systems as well as data from sensors or cameras. 



    
        




    




Vehicle telematics systems started to become commonplace about a decade ago, and the practice of automotive data collection took off about five years ago. 

    
    
    
The problem is not just that data is being collected but who it's provided to, including insurers, marketing companies and shadowy data brokers. The issue surfaced earlier this year when General Motors was banned for five years from disclosing data collected from drivers to consumer reporting agencies. 
The Federal Trade Commission accused GM of not getting consent before sharing the data, which included every instance when a driver was speeding or driving late at night. It was ultimately provided to insurance companies that used it to set their rates. 

    
Be aware
The first thing drivers should do is be aware of what data their car is collecting, said Andrea Amico, founder of Privacy4Cars, an automotive privacy company. 
In an ideal world, drivers would read through the instruction manuals and documentation that comes with their cars, and quiz the dealership about what's being collected. 
But it's not always practical to do this, and manufacturers don't always make it easy to find out, while dealership staff aren't always the best informed, Amico said. 
Privacy4Cars offers a free auto privacy labeling service at vehicleprivacyreport.com that can summarize what your car could be tracking. 
Owners can punch in their car's Vehicle Identification Number, which then pulls up the automaker's data privacy practices, such as whether the car collects location data and whether it's given to insurers, data brokers or law enforcement. 

    
Tweak your settings 
Data collection and tracking start as soon as you drive a new car off the dealership lot, with drivers unwittingly consenting when they're confronted with warning menus on dashboard touch screens.
Experts say that some of the data collection is baked into the system, you can revoke your consent by going back into the menus. 
"There are permissions in your settings that you can make choices about," said Lauren Hendry Parsons of Mozilla. "Go through on a granular level and look at those settings where you can." 
For example, Toyota says on its website that drivers can decline what it calls "Master Data Consent" through the Toyota app. Ford says owners can opt to stop sharing vehicle data with the company by going through the dashboard settings menu or on the FordPass app. 
BMW says privacy settings can be adjusted through the infotainment system, "on a spectrum between" allowing all services including analysis data and none at all. 
You can opt out
 ...
Drivers in the U.S. can ask carmakers to restrict what they do with their data. 
Under state privacy laws, some carmakers allow owners across the United States to submit requests to limit the use of their personal data, opt out of sharing it, or delete it, Consumer Reports says. Other auto companies limit the requests to people in states with applicable privacy laws, the publication says. 

    
You can file a request either through an online form or the carmaker's mobile app. 
You can also go through Privacy4Cars, which provides a free online service that streamlines the process. It can either point car owners to their automaker's request portal or file a submission on behalf of owners in the U.S., Canada, the European Union, Britain and Australia. 

    
... but there will be trade-offs
Experts warn that there's usually a trade-off if you decide to switch off data collection. 
Most people, for example, have switched to satellite navigation systems over paper maps because it's "worth the convenience of being able to get from point A to point B really easily," said Hendry Parsons. 
Turning off location tracking could also halt features like roadside assistance or disable smartphone app features like remote door locking, Consumer Reports says. 
BMW advises that if an owner opts to have no data shared at all, "their vehicle will behave like a smartphone in flight mode and will not transmit any data to the BMW back end."
When selling your car
When the time comes to sell your car or trade it in for a newer model, it's no longer as simple as handing over the keys and signing over some paperwork. 
If you've got a newer car, experts say you should always do a factory reset to wipe all the data, which will also include removing any smartphone connections. 
And don't forget to notify the manufacturer about the change of ownership. 

Amico said that's important because if you trade in your vehicle, you don't want insurers to associate it with your profile if the dealer is letting customers take it for test drives.
"Now your record may be affected by somebody else's driving -- a complete stranger that you have no relationship with." 
____ 
Is there a tech topic that you think needs explaining? Write to us at [email protected] with your suggestions for future editions of One Tech Tip.
___ 
This story has been corrected to show that the Mozilla representative's first name is Lauren, not Laura. 
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                    Business

    Musk could become history's first trillionaire as Tesla shareholders approve giant pay package




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                

    

    
        

    


            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            The world's richest man was just handed a chance to become history's first trillionaire. Elon Musk won a shareholder vote on Thursday that would give the Tesla CEO stock worth $1 trillion if he hits certain performance targets over the next decade.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Elon Musk listens as President Donald Trump speaks during a news conference in the Oval Office of the White House, May 30, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The world's richest man was just handed a chance to become history's first trillionaire.
Elon Musk won a shareholder vote on Thursday that would give the Tesla CEO stock worth $1 trillion if he hits certain performance targets over the next decade. The vote followed weeks of debate over his management record at the electric car maker and whether anyone deserved such unprecedented pay, drawing heated commentary from small investors to giant pension funds and even the pope.
In the end, more than 75% of voters approved the plan as shareholders gathered in Austin, Texas, for their annual meeting.
"Fantastic group of shareholders," Musk said after the final vote was tallied, adding "Hang on to your Tesla stock."
The vote is a resounding victory for Musk showing investors still have faith in him as Tesla struggles with plunging sales, market share and profits in no small part due to Musk himself. Car buyers fled the company this year as he has ventured into politics both in the U.S. and Europe, and trafficked in conspiracy theories. 

    
The vote came just three days after a report from Europe showing Tesla car sales plunged again last month, including a 50% collapse in Germany. 



    
        




    




Still, many Tesla investors consider Musk as a sort of miracle man capable of stunning business feats, such as when he pulled Tesla from the brink of bankruptcy a half-dozen years ago to turn it into one of the world's most valuable companies.

    
    
    
The vote clears a path for Musk to become a trillionaire by granting him new shares, but it won't be easy. The board of directors that designed the pay package require him to hit several ambitious financial and operational targets, including increasing the value of the company on the stock market nearly six times its current level.
Musk also has to deliver 20 million Tesla electric vehicles to the market over 10 years amid new, stiff competition, more than double the number since the founding of the company. He also has to deploy 1 million of his human-like robots that he has promised will transform work and home -- he calls it a "robot army" -- from zero today.

    
Musk could add billions to his wealth in a few years by partly delivering these goals, according to various intermediate steps that will hand him newly created stock in the company as he nears the ultimate targets.
That could help him eventually top what is now considered America's all-time richest man, John D. Rockefeller. The oil titan is estimated by Guinness World Records to have been worth $630 billion, in current dollars, at his peak wealth more than 110 years ago. Musk is worth $493 billion, as estimated by Forbes magazine.
Musk's win came despite opposition from several large funds, including CalPERS, the biggest U.S. public pension, and Norway's sovereign wealth fund. Two corporate watchdogs, Institutional Shareholder Services and Glass Lewis, also blasted the package, which so angered Musk he took to calling them "corporate terrorists" at a recent investor meeting.
Critics argued that the board of directors was too beholden to Musk, his behavior too reckless lately and the riches offered too much.

    
"He has hundreds of billions of dollars already in the company and to say that he won't stay without a trillion is ridiculous," said Sam Abuelsamid, an analyst at research firm Telemetry who has been covering Tesla for nearly two decades. "It's absurd that shareholders think he is worth this much." 
Supporters said that Musk needed to be incentivized to focus on the company as he works to transform it into an AI powerhouse using software to operate hundreds of thousands of self-driving Tesla cars -- many without steering wheels -- and Tesla robots deployed in offices, factories and homes doing many tasks now handled by humans.
"This AI chapter needs one person to lead it and that's Musk," said financial analyst Dan Ives of Wedbush Securities. "It's a huge win for shareholders."
Investors voting for the pay had to consider not only this Musk promise of a bold, new tomorrow, but whether he could ruin things today: He had threatened to walk away from the company, which investors feared would tank the stock.

    
Tesla shares, already up 80% in the past year, rose on news of the vote in after-hours trading but then flattened basically unchanged to $445.44.
For his part, Musk says the vote wasn't really about the money but getting a higher Tesla stake -- it will double to nearly 30% -- so he could have more power over the company. He said that was a pressing concern given Tesla's future "robot army" that he suggested he didn't trust anyone else to control given the possible danger to humanity.
Other issues up for a vote at the annual meeting turned out wins for Musk, too.

Shareholders approved allowing Tesla to invest in one of Musk's other ventures, xAI. They also shot down a proposal to make it easier for shareholders to sue the company by lowering the size of ownership needed to file. The current rule requires at least a 3% stake. 
---
This story corrects that Rockefeller wealth was in oil, not railroads.
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                    Science

    Northern lights may be visible in parts of the US due to solar storms
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            If your area received an aurora forecast, this tracking tool from NOAA can tell you where and when you have the highest likelihood of spotting northern lights. (AP Video: Laura Bargfeld)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An aurora borealis, also known as the northern lights, lights up the night sky off Lake Michigan and the St. Joseph Lighthouse, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Joseph, Mich. (Don Campbell/The Herald-Palladium via AP, File)]
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            An aurora borealis, also known as the northern lights, lights up the night sky off Lake Michigan and the St. Joseph Lighthouse, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Joseph, Mich. (Don Campbell/The Herald-Palladium via AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Solar storms may bring colorful auroras to several northern U.S. states Thursday night.
The sun burped out a huge burst of energy called a coronal mass ejection that's currently on its way to Earth, prompting space weather forecasters to issue a strong geomagnetic storm watch. It's expected to arrive between Thursday evening and Friday morning. 
How bright the auroras are and how far south they are visible will depend on when the solar burst gets here and how it interacts with Earth. If the timing is right, it's possible auroras will "quite likely spin up overnight," Shawn Dahl, a space weather forecaster with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, said in an email.
Authorities are monitoring the situation, but do not anticipate major disruptions to radio or communications signals, said Dahl. 
Auroras could be visible -- especially in darker, rural areas -- in Alaska, Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Minnesota, Iowa, Michigan, Wisconsin, New York, Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine and northern parts of Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Massachusetts. 
The moon is currently close to Earth and bright in the sky, which could make it harder to spot auroras. Northern lights could be visible on Friday night as well, depending on the solar activity. 

    
    
    
How northern lights happen
The sun is at the maximum phase of its 11-year activity cycle, making the light displays more common and widespread. Colorful northern lights have decorated night skies in unexpected places and space weather experts say there are more auroras still to come.
Aurora displays known as the northern and southern lights are commonly visible near the poles, where charged particles from the sun interact with Earth's atmosphere.
Skygazers are spotting the lights deeper into the United States and Europe because the sun is going through a major facelift. Every 11 years, its poles swap places, causing magnetic twists and tangles along the way. 

    
Last year, the strongest geomagnetic storm in two decades slammed Earth, producing light displays across the Northern Hemisphere. And soon afterward, a powerful solar storm dazzled skygazers far from the Arctic Circle when dancing lights appeared in unexpected places including Germany, the United Kingdom, New England and New York City. 
The sun's active spurt is expected to last at least through the end of this year, though when solar activity will peak won't be known until months after the fact, according to NASA and NOAA. 
Severe storms are capable of scrambling radio and GPS communications.
How solar storms affect Earth
Solar storms can bring more than colorful lights to Earth. 
When fast-moving particles and plasma slam into Earth's magnetic field, they can temporarily disrupt the power grid. Space weather can also interfere with air traffic control radio and satellites in orbit.
In 1859, a severe solar storm triggered auroras as far south as Hawaii and caught telegraph lines on fire in a rare event. And a 1972 solar storm may have detonated magnetic U.S. sea mines off the coast of Vietnam.
Space weather experts aren't able to predict a solar storm months in advance. Instead, they alert relevant parties to prepare in the days before a solar outburst hits Earth.

    
How to see auroras
Northern lights forecasts can be found on NOAA's Space Weather Prediction Center website or an aurora forecasting app.
Consider aurora-watching in a quiet, dark area away from city lights. Experts recommend skygazing from a local or national park. And check the weather forecast because clouds can cover up the spectacle entirely. 
Taking a picture with a smartphone camera may also reveal hints of the aurora that aren't visible to the naked eye.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Science

    All roads in ancient Rome stretched far longer than previously known, study shows




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This photo provided by Adam Pazout shows a fragment of a Roman milestone that was erected along the road Via Nova Traiana in Jordan. (Adam Pazout/Itiner-e via AP)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As the saying went, all roads once led to Rome -- and those roads stretched 50% longer than previously known, according to a new digital atlas published Thursday.
The last major atlas of ancient Roman road networks was published 25 years ago. Since then, advances in technology and other newly accessible sources have greatly expanded researchers' ability to locate ancient roadways. 
Over five years, a team of archaeologists combed through historical records, ancient journals, locations of milestones and other archival data. Scientists then looked for clues in satellite imagery and aerial photography, including recently digitized photos taken from planes during World War II.
When ancient accounts hinted at lost roads in a certain area, researchers analyzed the terrain from above to spot subtle traces -- things like faint differences in vegetation, soil variations or shifts in elevation, as well as traces of ancient engineering like raised mounds or cut hillsides -- that revealed where Roman lanes once ran.

    
"It becomes a massive game of connecting the dots on a continental scale," said Tom Brughmans, an archaeologist and co-author of the study published in Scientific Data.



    
        

    


    
    




       
    
        


        
        
        
            
                                  
                        
                            More Stories
                        
                    

            
        
        
        
        
    




    
            
        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tourists visit the Acropolis hill as the 5th century B.C. Parthenon temple, free of scaffolding, stands in the background in Athens, Sunday, Oct. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Photos of the unobstructed ancient Parthenon in Athens
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum shows an 1861 job-reference letter written by Abraham Lincoln for his young friend, William Johnson. (Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Abraham Lincoln letter seeking job for Black friend and valet now on display at presidential museum
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Sachin Surwase uses a microscope to view cells in the lab where he works on autoimmune research at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md., May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                There are more than 100 autoimmune diseases, and they mostly strike women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




The data and an interactive digital map are also available online for scholars, history teachers or anyone with an interest in ancient Roman history. 
Earlier research had focused on "the highways of the Roman Empire" -- the large thoroughfares most often mentioned in familiar historical accounts, said Brughmans.

    
    
    
The updated map fills in more obscure details about "secondary roads, like the country lanes, that connected villas and farms" and other locations, said Brughmans, who's based at Aarhus University in Denmark. 
Researchers previously tallied the extent of Roman roads as covering around 117,163 miles (188,555 kilometers). The new work shows nearly 186,000 miles (300,000 kilometers) of roads across the extent of the Roman Empire, allowing travel from Spain to Syria.

    
The study added a lot to archaeologists' knowledge of ancient roads in North Africa, the plains of France and in the Peloponnese peninsula of Greece.
"This will be a very foundational work for a lot of other research," said archaeologist Benjamin Ducke of the German Archaeological Institute in Berlin, who was not involved in the project. 
But one caveat, he said, is that it's still not clear if all the roads were ever open and active at the same time.
Being able to visualize the ancient routes that Roman farmers, soldiers, diplomats and other travelers took will provide a better understanding of key historical trends that depended on the movement of people during Roman times, said Brughmans, including the rise of Christianity across the region and the spread of ancient outbreaks.
"The Romans left a huge impact with this road network," which created the blueprint for many roads still in use today, said study co-author and archaeologist Adam Pazout of the Autonomous University of Barcelona.
Roman engineering feats to build and maintain roads -- including arched stone bridges and tunnels through hillsides -- still shape the geography and economy of the Mediterranean region and beyond, he said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Giant, floating pumpkin races draw large crowds to annual event in Oregon
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            Dressed as Buddy from the movie "Elf, Gary Kristensen won the first regatta of the day, paddling in a giant pumpkin. (AP Video: Claire Rush)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gary Kristensen, dressed up as the character Buddy from the holiday movie "Elf," celebrates after winning a race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Gary Kristensen, dressed up as the character Buddy from the holiday movie "Elf," celebrates after winning a race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nina Richards, dressed as Shrek, races in a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Nina Richards, dressed as Shrek, races in a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jon Sestak, dressed as Elvis, is helped out of the loading area ahead of his race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Jon Sestak, dressed as Elvis, is helped out of the loading area ahead of his race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: From left, Brod Salo, Julia, Rae Nathanson and Ellis Lorant pose with a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            From left, Brod Salo, Julia, Rae Nathanson and Ellis Lorant pose with a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People race giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            People race giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A child points to people racing giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            A child points to people racing giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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                                        TUALATIN, Ore. (AP) -- Hoisting his kayak paddle in the air triumphantly, Gary Kristensen celebrated as he crossed the finish line, victorious in his giant, floating pumpkin.
Dressed up as the character Buddy from Will Ferrell's holiday movie "Elf," Kristensen won the first race in the annual event over the weekend in Tualatin, Oregon. The Portland suburb has hosted the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta since 2004, drawing large crowds who cheer on costumed participants as they race around a small human-made lake in humongous pumpkins that have been carved out, allowing them to float.
"You've got an exciting activity that crowds love, you've got the costumes, cheering people, spectacle, pumpkins sinking, it has everything," Kristensen said after emerging victorious in the first race of Sunday's event in a 936-pound (425-kilogram) pumpkin.

    
For Kristensen, who has competed in the regatta since 2013, the activity has become much more than a once-annual affair. Earlier this year, he claimed a Guinness World Record for longest journey by pumpkin boat after paddling some 58 miles (94 kilometers) on the Columbia River -- breaking the record he had set the previous year.
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[image: Tourists visit the Acropolis hill as the 5th century B.C. Parthenon temple, free of scaffolding, stands in the background in Athens, Sunday, Oct. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: This image provided by the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum shows an 1861 job-reference letter written by Abraham Lincoln for his young friend, William Johnson. (Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum via AP)]
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[image: Dr. Sachin Surwase uses a microscope to view cells in the lab where he works on autoimmune research at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md., May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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The niche endeavor has also become a passion for Brad Bahns, who participated in his fourth regatta dressed up as a character from the TV series "Squid Game." He described the fun in growing his own pumpkin -- which took six months -- and "getting to culminate the season by putting it in the lake and paddling with our friends."

    
    
    
At 1,376 pounds (624 kilomgrams), the weight of his pumpkin this year marked a personal record for him.
"It's kind of an addiction at this point," he said.
In the early morning rain, before the races got underway, workers operated fork lifts and heavy machinery to lift the enormous pumpkins and transfer them to the water. Growers and competitors then wielded saws and knives to cut a hole in the top of their pumpkins, and scooped out the goopy insides with spoons, scrapers and their bare hands so that they could sit inside.

    
The more innards that are removed, the lighter the pumpkin becomes, giving its captain a competitive edge by allowing swifter travel. By the time the carving was done, there were enough discarded seeds and pulp to fill a dumpster.
Members of the Pacific Giant Vegetable Growers, who grow the pumpkins for the regatta, were the competitors in the first race. On its website, the gardening association describes itself as "focused on the fun-filled, competitive hobby of growing obscenely large vegetables."
Aboard pumpkins of differing orange and yellow hues, their costumes varied from celebrity chef Guy Fieri and a UPS delivery man with cardboard boxes stacked on the back of his pumpkin, to Elvis and a person in a hot dog suit. Someone dressed up as Luigi, the character from Nintendo's Mario games with a trademark green cap and shirt, had a green pumpkin to match. 

In another race, a participant wore a Shrek costume and green face paint, mirroring some fans in the crowd who also dressed up as the lovable ogre from the popular films.
When asked what it takes to grow a massive pumpkin, Kristensen shared his simple recipe for success: "Good seeds, good soil, good luck, hard work."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/giant-pumpkin-regatta-race-oregon-tualatin-e51831205b13592259fbd85bc4f29358
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    An elephant family smashed pumpkins at the Oregon Zoo. But this baby just wanted to play ball
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            A baby elephant at the Oregon Zoo had more tricks than treats when handlers gave it a small pumpkin to play with during the annual "Squishing of the Squash" where giant elephants smash half-ton pumpkins.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the Oregon Zoo shows Asian elephant calf Tula-Tu plays with a pumpkin at the Oregon Zoo in Portland, Ore., Thursday, Oct. 16, 2025. (Kathy Street/Oregon Zoo via AP)]
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            This photo provided by the Oregon Zoo shows Asian elephant calf Tula-Tu plays with a pumpkin at the Oregon Zoo in Portland, Ore., Thursday, Oct. 16, 2025. (Kathy Street/Oregon Zoo via AP)
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                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- A baby elephant at the Oregon Zoo had more tricks than treats to show when handlers gave it a small pumpkin to play with during an annual fall event where giant elephants smash half-ton pumpkins. 
Weighing just 775 pounds (351.5 kilograms), eight-month-old Asian elephant Tula-Tu is about the heft of one of the giant pumpkins so is too small to smash them. Instead, zoo handlers gave her a small pumpkin to practice with. The little elephant dribbled the gourd around like a soccer ball, a video from the zoo shows.
Her elephant family at the Oregon Zoo enjoyed the large pumpkins on Oct. 16 at the annual "Squishing of the Squash," a tradition that goes back to 1999 when a farmer donated a pumpkin weighing 828 pounds (376 kilograms). The donated pumpkins have gotten bigger, around 1,000 pounds (450 kilograms) this year, thanks to competitive hobbyists at the Pacific Giant Vegetable Growers Club.

    
To break open the gargantuan gourds, zookeepers present them to Tula-Tu's adult relatives like her brother and father who weigh slightly over 10,000 pounds (4,500 kilograms). In a video from the zoo, they appear to delicately place one foot at the top, and gently press down. The pumpkins crack with a loud pop, sending rind and seeds flying. 
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[image: Tourists visit the Acropolis hill as the 5th century B.C. Parthenon temple, free of scaffolding, stands in the background in Athens, Sunday, Oct. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: This image provided by the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum shows an 1861 job-reference letter written by Abraham Lincoln for his young friend, William Johnson. (Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum via AP)]
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[image: Dr. Sachin Surwase uses a microscope to view cells in the lab where he works on autoimmune research at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md., May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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Past years' videos have shown midsized, young elephants putting both feet on top of the pumpkins but being too light -- or lacking technique -- so the giant vegetables don't burst.

    
    
    
This year the adults elephants smashed the massive pumpkins in front of a cheering crowd of zoo visitors, and then the family of elephants ate the many tons of squash fragments.

Asian elephants like Tula-Tu and her family are considered highly endangered, according to Oregon Zoo officials. There is a fragmented population of around 40,000 to 50,000 such elephants in the wild in places ranging from India to Borneo, a Southeast Asian island straddling Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei. But there have been successful conservation milestones in recent years, including in Cambodia.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/elephant-pumpkin-smash-video-portland-oregon-zoo-1e942f8379ee099847254c6811ba0c29



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Oddities

    Ah, rats! Researchers say some other critter likely created Chicago's 'rat hole' sidewalk landmark




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Chicago's iconic Rat Hole along the 1900 block of West Roscoe Street in the Roscoe Village neighborhood is seen, Jan. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (Tyler Pasciak LaRiviere/Chicago Sun-Times via AP, File)]
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                                        Ah, rats! 
Researchers think they have debunked the origin of Chicago's so-called "rat hole," one of the Windy City's weirdest local landmarks.
Hold on. The rat hole wasn't what you think. It wasn't some back alley bar that served as a speakeasy for the city's notorious gangster clientele or a tenement stuffed to the brim with junk. It was actually a full-body impression of an unlucky critter that got trapped in wet sidewalk cement in the city's Roscoe Village neighborhood about 20 or 30 years ago. The imprint closely resembles that of a spread-eagled rat, complete with outlines of what appear to be tiny claws, arms and legs and even a tail.
The rat hole went viral early last year after comedian Winslow Dumaine posted a photo of it on X. The post drew curious tourists to the site at all hours, with some leaving coins and other odd objects around the impression as a tribute. 

    
The constant traffic drew complaints from neighbors, though, and in April 2024 someone filled the impression with a substance resembling plaster. City workers eventually removed that slab of sidewalk and took it to the City Hall-County Building. A plaque honoring the rat hole remains at the actual site.
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[image: Tourists visit the Acropolis hill as the 5th century B.C. Parthenon temple, free of scaffolding, stands in the background in Athens, Sunday, Oct. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: This image provided by the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum shows an 1861 job-reference letter written by Abraham Lincoln for his young friend, William Johnson. (Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum via AP)]
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[image: Dr. Sachin Surwase uses a microscope to view cells in the lab where he works on autoimmune research at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md., May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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Researchers hailing from the University of Tennessee, New York Institute of Technology College of Osteopathic Medicine and the University of Calgary published a paper Wednesday in the journal Biology Letters that concludes the rat hole was most likely created not by the titular rodent but a squirrel or a muskrat. 

    
    
    
The researchers studied online photos of the rat hole and compared measurements of the imprint to museum specimens of animals commonly found in the Chicago area. The presence of arms, legs and a tail excluded birds, snakes, frogs and turtles, shrinking the possibilities to a mammal. The claw outlines further reduced the field to rats, mice, squirrels, chipmunks and muskrats, the study said.

    
The creature's long forelimbs, third digits and hind paws were too large for a rat but fell into the measurement ranges for Eastern gray squirrels, fox squirrels and muskrats. The most probable suspect is the Eastern gray squirrel given how abundant that creature is in the Chicago area, the study concluded.
Other researchers have theorized that a squirrel created the imprint, the study acknowledged. Cement is typically wet during the day, and rats are nocturnal and the creature didn't leave any tracks, suggesting a squirrel misjudged a leap or slipped from a branch and landed in the wet cement, the study noted.
The imprint didn't show any sign of a bushy tail, but hair often lacks the rigidity to create deep, well-defined impressions, and it would have been surprising to find such an imprint, the study said.

"We therefore propose that the specimen be rechristened the 'Windy City Sidewalk Squirrel' -- a name more fitting of its likely origins and more aligned with the evidence at hand," they wrote. 
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    Mysterious googly eyes go viral after appearing on public art in Oregon




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a pair of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)]
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            This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a pair of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a a set of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)]
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            This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a a set of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows damage cardboard and tape following the removal of a pair of googly eyes that were placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)]
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            This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows damage cardboard and tape following the removal of a pair of googly eyes that were placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)
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                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- Googly eyes have been appearing on sculptures around the central Oregon city of Bend, delighting many residents and sparking a viral sensation covered widely by news outlets and featured on a popular late-night talk show.
On social media, the city shared photos of googly eyes on installations in the middle of roundabouts that make up its so-called "Roundabout Art Route." One photo shows googly eyes placed on a sculpture of two deer, while another shows them attached to a sphere. It's not yet known who has been putting them on the sculptures.
"While the googly eyes placed on the various art pieces around town might give you a chuckle, it costs money to remove them with care to not damage the art," the city said in its posts.
The Facebook post received hundreds of comments, with many users saying they liked the googly eyes. "My daughter and I went past the flaming chicken today and shared the biggest laugh," one user said, using a nickname for the "Phoenix Rising" sculpture. "We love the googly eyes. This town is getting to be so stuffy. Let's have fun!"

    
Another Facebook user wrote: "I think the googly eyes on the deer specifically are a great look, and they should stay that way."



    
        




    




Others said the city should focus on addressing more important issues, such as homelessness, instead of spending time and money on removing the googly eyes. 

    
    
    
Over the years, the city's sculptures have been adorned with other seasonal decorations, including Santa hats, wreaths, leis. The city doesn't remove those, and views the googly eyes differently because of the adhesive, Bend's communications director, Rene Mitchell, told The Associated Press.
"We really encourage our community to engage with the art and have fun. We just need to make sure that we can protect it and that it doesn't get damaged," she said.
The post and its comments were covered by news outlets, and even made it on a segment of CBS's "The Late Show with Stephen Colbert." The city regrets that its post was misunderstood, Mitchell said.

    
"There was no intent to be heavy-handed, and we certainly understand maybe how that was taken," she said. "We own this large collection of public art and really want to bring awareness to the community that applying adhesives does harm the art. So as stewards of the collection, we wanted to share that on social media."
The city has so far spent $1,500 on removing googly eyes from seven of the eight sculptures impacted, Mitchell said, and has started treating some of the art pieces, which are made of different types of metal such as bronze and steel. The "Phoenix Rising" sculpture might need to be repainted entirely, she said.
For some, the googly eyes -- like the other holiday objects -- provide a welcome boost of seasonal cheer. 

"I look forward to seeing the creativity of whoever it is that decorates the roundabouts during the holidays," one social media commenter said. "Brings a smile to everyone to see silliness."
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    There are more than 100 autoimmune diseases, and they mostly strike women. Here's what to know
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            Ruth Wilson has lupus, nicknamed the disease of 1,000 faces for its variety of symptoms. Her journey offers a snapshot of the dark side of the immune system. Lupus is one of a rogues' gallery of autoimmune diseases that affect as many as 50 million Americans. (AP video/Shelby Lum; Animation: Hao Li)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Sachin Surwase uses a microscope to view cells in the lab where he works on autoimmune research at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md., May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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            Dr. Sachin Surwase uses a microscope to view cells in the lab where he works on autoimmune research at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md., May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/David Goldman)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Roberto Caricchio, center, director of the Lupus Center at UMass Chan Medical School, speaks to a lupus support group, Feb. 12, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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            Dr. Roberto Caricchio, center, director of the Lupus Center at UMass Chan Medical School, speaks to a lupus support group, Feb. 12, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ruth Wilson, who has lupus, unpacks a kit to prick her finger for a blood sample to share with her doctor whenever she experiences a flare up, Jan. 12, 2025, at her home in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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            Ruth Wilson, who has lupus, unpacks a kit to prick her finger for a blood sample to share with her doctor whenever she experiences a flare up, Jan. 12, 2025, at her home in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ruth Wilson, left, whose lupus took six years to diagnose, receives her monthly lupus-focused IV treatment at UMass Memorial Medical Center, Jan. 14, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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            Ruth Wilson, left, whose lupus took six years to diagnose, receives her monthly lupus-focused IV treatment at UMass Memorial Medical Center, Jan. 14, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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            Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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                                        Our immune system has a dark side: It's supposed to fight off invaders to keep us healthy. But sometimes it turns traitor and attacks our own cells and tissues.
What are called autoimmune diseases can affect just about every part of the body - and tens of millions of people. While most common in women, these diseases can strike anyone, adults or children, and they're on the rise. 
New research is raising the prospect of treatments that might do more than tamp down symptoms. Dozens of clinical trials are testing ways to reprogram an immune system-gone-rogue, with some promising early successes against lupus, myositis and certain other illnesses. Other researchers are hunting ways to at least delay brewing autoimmune diseases, spurred by a drug that can buy some time before people show symptoms of Type 1 diabetes.
"This is probably the most exciting time that we've ever had to be in autoimmunity," said Dr. Amit Saxena, a rheumatologist at NYU Langone Health.
Here are some things to know.

    
What are autoimmune diseases?
They're chronic diseases that can range from mild to life-threatening, more than 100 with different names depending on how and where they do damage. Rheumatoid arthritis and psoriatic arthritis attack joints. Sjogren's disease is known for dry eyes and mouth. Myositis and myasthenia gravis weaken muscles in different ways, the latter by attacking how nerves signal them. Lupus has widely varied symptoms including a butterfly-shaped facial rash, joint and muscle pain, fevers and damage to the kidneys, lungs and heart. 
They're also capricious: Even patients faring well for long periods can suddenly have a "flare" for no apparent reason.

    
    
    
Why autoimmune diseases are so difficult to diagnose
Many start with vague symptoms that come and go or mimic other illnesses. Many also have overlapping symptoms - rheumatoid arthritis and Sjogren's also can harm major organs, for example. 
Diagnosis can take multiple tests, including some blood tests to detect antibodies that mistakenly latch onto healthy tissue. It usually centers on symptoms and involves ruling out other causes. Depending on the disease it can take years and seeing multiple doctors before one puts the clues together. There are efforts to improve: The National MS Society is educating doctors about newly updated guidelines to streamline diagnosis of multiple sclerosis.

    
How the immune system gets out of whack
The human immune system is a complex army with sentinels to detect threats like germs or cancer cells, a variety of soldiers to attack them, and peacemakers to calm things down once the danger is over. Key is that it can distinguish what's foreign from what's "you," what scientists call tolerance.
Sometimes confused immune cells or antibodies slip through, or the peacemakers can't calm things down after a battle. If the system can't spot and fix the problem, autoimmune diseases gradually develop.
Autoimmune diseases are often set off by a trigger
Most autoimmune diseases, especially in adults, aren't caused by a specific gene defect. Instead, a variety of genes that affect immune functions can make people susceptible. Scientists say it then takes some "environmental" trigger, such as an infection, smoking or pollutants, to set the disease into motion. For example, the Epstein-Barr virus is linked to MS.
Scientists are zeroing in on the earliest molecular triggers. For example, white blood cells called neutrophils are first responders to signs of infection or injury -- but abnormally overactive ones are suspected of playing a key role in lupus, rheumatoid arthritis and other diseases.

    
Women are at highest risk for autoimmune diseases 
Women account for about 4 of 5 autoimmune patients, many of them young. Hormones are thought to play a role. But also, females have two X chromosomes while males have one X and one Y. Some research suggests an abnormality in how female cells switch off that extra X can increase women's vulnerability.
But men do suffer from autoimmune diseases. One especially severe one named VEXAS syndrome wasn't discovered until 2020. It mainly affects men over 50 and in addition to typical autoimmune symptoms it can cause blood clots, shortness of breath and night sweats.
Certain populations also have higher risks. For example, lupus is more common in Black and Hispanic women. Northern Europeans have a higher risk of MS than other groups.

    
Treatment for autoimmune diseases is complicated
According to investment research company Morningstar, the global market for autoimmune disease treatments is $100 billion a year. That's not counting doctor visits and such things as lost time at work. Treatment is lifelong and, while usually covered by insurance, can be pricey.
Not so long ago there was little to offer for many autoimmune diseases beyond high-dose steroids and broad immune-suppressing drugs, with side effects that include a risk of infections and cancer. Today some newer options target specific molecules, somewhat less immune dampening. But for many autoimmune diseases, treatment is trial and error, with little to guide patient decisions.

    
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Health

    Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
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            At-home tests of the gut's microbiome are trending, but doctors say the technology is getting ahead of medical knowledge. In many cases, there is no proven way to treat the imbalances that the tests claim to find. (AP Video: Mary Conlon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]
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            This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)
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                                        At-home gut microbiome tests are trending, selling insights to the curious, empowerment to the chronically ill and a claimed path to longevity to the wellness-conscious.
Private companies are offering tests, costing $100 to $500 or more, that promise a bacterial inventory of your intestines.
But can microbiome tests actually provide actionable health information? 
As more patients arrive at doctors appointments with results in hand, frustrated gastroenterologists want people to know the tests have limits.

    
There's a world in your gut and we still don't know a lot about it
Inside our intestines, entire ecosystems of bacteria help us digest our food, absorb key vitamins, combat inflammation and much more. Research shows a healthy gut microbiome may play a role in preventing things like liver disease and diabetes and could even influence mental health. 
The gut microbiome is incredibly complex and our understanding of it "is in its infancy," said Dr. Mark Benson, a gastroenterologist for the University of Wisconsin-Madison's health system. 
"But there's growing evidence that there are changes in the gut microbiome that are associated with different diseases, including diabetes, liver disease, obesity and inflammatory bowel disease," he said.
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[image: Kids from Ossie Wera Mitchell Middle School exit the bus in Birmingham, Ala. on Jan 20, 2009. (AP Photo/Butch Dill, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Age isn't everything when deciding if a child is ready to be home alone
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A family walks down a corridor at Lee Hall as college students begin moving in for the fall semester at N.C. State University in Raleigh, N.C., July 31, 2020. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The nest is empty: Parents grapple with mixed emotions after children move out
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: (AP Illustration / Peter Hamlin)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Why the search for meaning can cause 'purpose anxiety,' and what to do about it
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




There's a key catch, though: In many cases, it's unclear if the gut microbiome change is the cause -- or an effect -- of the disease. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


On top of that, each person's gut microbiome is unique, like a fingerprint. It can even vary within one person's gut.
"Most of the variability between people, we don't understand," said Dr. Eamonn Quigley, the chief of gastroenterology and hepatology at Houston Methodist Hospital, who has spent 30 years researching the gut microbiome and disorders of gut-brain interactions, like irritable bowel syndrome.

    
How do gut microbiome tests work?
In most cases, a microbiome test involves taking a stool sample, usually using a swab or a wipe for collection. The samples are mailed to a lab for analysis.
The companies then provide a report of how the person's mix of gut microbes compares with a supposed ideal, or outlines where things are imbalanced. 
These direct-to-consumer tests are not meant for clinical use and are not federally regulated, so it's nearly impossible to say how reliable they are. Different companies can set different standards and methods for their tests.
That raises many questions for doctors: Is the sample collection consistent and reliable? What is the science behind the benchmarks they are comparing results to? Is the stool the best place from which to take a sample, or should it come from higher up in the gut? 
What can doctors do with the test results?
Physicians sometimes order stool tests, but they typically are looking for specific problems: infections, inflammation from foodborne illnesses or antibiotic use, or cancer.
When patients come in with their own results from an over-the-counter test, there is little advice to give.
"If you talk to patients, these tests are appealing. They're cool. They're all this data," said Dr. Sean Spencer, a physician scientist at Stanford University. The frustration for doctors, he said, is with the lack the tools to change the microbiome.

    
Spencer, Quigley and Benson have all had patients bring them the results of microbiome tests. But antibiotics and diet are really the only proven tools doctors have to change the gut microbiome, Spencer said.
Occasionally, the tests show a measure of inflammation in the gut or pancreatic function that can be useful to doctors, Quigley said. But beyond that, "for most people, they're actually wasting their money," he said. 
The list of gut bugs and purported imbalances don't align with any medically backed treatments, the doctors said. 
"The technology is jumping ahead of the clinical application," said Quigley. "Just because you can measure something doesn't mean to say it's worthwhile."

    
Some test results come with a pitch
The companies offering tests say they are not treating any specific conditions. But many of them -- some 45%, according to a March 2024 article in Science Policy Forum -- also sell supplements that they recommend to customers alongside their results.
One of those is Thorne, a wellness company that sells gut microbiome tests and includes recommendations for their supplements with their test results, alongside recommended lifestyle changes. 
Chief Scientific Officer Nathan Price said he doesn't see that as a conflict of interest. Customers are "not mandated" to buy anything, he said, but many are looking for solutions. Thorne's test can then track if probiotics are changing their results over time.
Probiotics and other supplements are not regulated as drugs by the Food and Drug Administration, leaving many questions about which ones work and if they even contain what they claim. Research on the potential for probiotics to treat several chronic health conditions, like atopic dermatitis, high cholesterol and irritable bowl syndrome, have yielded mixed results or limited impact.

    
Another company, Tiny Health, recommends supplement brands based on its own testing, but it does not sell them or get money from affiliate marketing. That was an important line for Dr. Elisa Song, the company's chief medical officer and an integrative pediatrician.
"I was very clear that Tiny Health should not be selling probiotics, because there should not be that conflict of interest there," Song said. "You have to keep the science clean."
You don't need a test to improve your gut
 health
The gastroenterologists who spoke to The Associated Press agreed that there is no harm in taking one of these tests if you're curious about your gut or want to contribute to a company's research.
But you can improve your gut health without the tests, the doctors said. 
"I would not significantly change therapy or take a bunch of expensive supplements based on these results," Benson said.
Instead, eat lots of plant-based fiber and protein. Improve your sleep. Move your body. See a doctor for serious gut symptoms, such as bloody stool, ongoing constipation and diarrhea or severe pain.
Spencer, who is the medical director of the Microbiome Diagnostics and Therapeutics at Stanford Medicine, looks forward to the day doctors treat the microbiome by tailoring treatments to address imbalances.
He and the other gastroenterologists said they understand the frustrations of people with complex, hard-to-treat digestive conditions. The testing companies say they are trying to drive that technology forward. 
"I think there has to be more research. We need the evidence," Song said. "We need to have the evidence to make this the standard of care."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    U.S. News

    From a few to more than 350, children and parents ride together to school as a 'bike bus'
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            Every Friday, hundreds of kids in Montclair, New Jersey, join a "bike bus" to school. What started 3 years ago with a few families has grown to over 400 riders. The movement is growing worldwide as families seek joyful alternatives to the school car line. (AP Video:Tassanee Vejpongsa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Children ride their bicycles to school during a parent-led bike ride titled "Bike Bus" Sept. 15, 2025, in Montclair, N.J. (Andrew Hawkins/Montclair Bike Bus via AP)]
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            Children ride their bicycles to school during a parent-led bike ride titled "Bike Bus" Sept. 15, 2025, in Montclair, N.J. (Andrew Hawkins/Montclair Bike Bus via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In an image taken from video, children ride their bicycles to school during a parent-led bike ride titled "Bike Bus" Oct. 3, 2025, in Montclair, N.J. (AP Photo/Tassanee Vejpongsa)]
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            In an image taken from video, children ride their bicycles to school during a parent-led bike ride titled "Bike Bus" Oct. 3, 2025, in Montclair, N.J. (AP Photo/Tassanee Vejpongsa)
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                                        MONTCLAIR, New Jersey (AP) -- On a sunny fall morning, children wearing helmets and backpacks gathered with their parents in Montclair, New Jersey, for a group bicycle ride to two local elementary schools. Volunteers in orange safety vests made sure everyone assembled in a neighborhood shopping area was ready before the riders set off on their 5-mile "bike bus" route.
Every few blocks, more adults and kids on bikes joined in. Eventually, the group grew to over 350 people. Older students chatted with friends, while younger ones focused on pedaling. Cars along the way stopped to let the long line of cyclists pass. Pupils and parents peeled off toward the first school before the remainder reached the group's final stop.
It's a familiar Friday scene in Montclair. For the past three years, what began as a handful of parents hoping to encourage their kids to bike to school has grown into a weekly ritual for both the township of about 40,000 residents and many of its families. 

    
"It was so fun," second grader Gigi Drucker, 7, said upon arriving at Nishuane Elementary School. "The best way to get to school is by bike because it gives you more exercise. It's healthier for the Earth," she added.
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[image: Tourists visit the Acropolis hill as the 5th century B.C. Parthenon temple, free of scaffolding, stands in the background in Athens, Sunday, Oct. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Photos of the unobstructed ancient Parthenon in Athens
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum shows an 1861 job-reference letter written by Abraham Lincoln for his young friend, William Johnson. (Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Abraham Lincoln letter seeking job for Black friend and valet now on display at presidential museum
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Sachin Surwase uses a microscope to view cells in the lab where he works on autoimmune research at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md., May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                There are more than 100 autoimmune diseases, and they mostly strike women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




But traveling to school on two wheels isn't just for fun, according to organizer Jessica Tillyer, whose are 6 and 8 years old. She believes that biking together each week helps promote healthy habits for the children and strengthens the sense of community among parents.

    
    
    
"And it really started because a small group of us, about five parents, all wanted to ride to school with our kids and just felt like it wasn't safe. And for me, I felt kind of lonely riding by myself to school. So, bike bus just took off as a small effort. And now we can have up to 400 people riding together to school," Tillyer said.

    
    
    
The bike bus movement isn't new. Hundreds of them exist throughout the U.S. and Europe, as well as in Australia, Brazil, India, Indonesia and Israel, according to Bike Bus World, a nonprofit organization that promotes and provides information about bike buses. 

    
Co-founder Sam Balto, who established a bike bus in Portland, Oregon, more than three years ago, said interest has grown so much that he offers free coaching calls to help others launch their own. He estimates there are more than 400 routes worldwide, and the number continues to grow.
"Children and families are craving community and physical activity and being outdoors. And when you present that versus a school car line, people naturally gravitate to something that's super joyful and community-driven," Balto said.
Organizers hope the bike bus movement will not only get more children on their bikes but also push elected officials in the United States and abroad to invest in safer biking infrastructure.
While starting a bike bus may not be difficult, keeping it running year-round through different seasons takes more effort. Organizers of successful rides shared advice for parents hoping to create their own.

    
Plan and communicate
Andrew Hawkins, one of the leaders of Montclair Bike Bus, said that once enough families express interest, the first step is to plan a route carefully. That means identifying streets with low traffic while considering how many students can join at the starting point and along the way. 
"It took us a while to come up with a route we were happy with, but we're still ready to adjust if necessary," Hawkins said. "Things can change. It could be that new groups of students move into a certain block, or traffic patterns shift, and you have to adapt."
The Montclair group started via word of mouth and social media posts. As the number of participants grew, the organizers created a chat group to coordinate and share weekly updates. They also reached out to other families through PTAs, school forums and other parent communication channels.
One unexpected benefit, several parents said, is the bike bus motivates children to get up and out the door more quickly on Friday mornings.
"He's more excited to get out of bed for the bike bus than for the regular bus. So actually, I have an easier time getting him ready for school," said Gene Gykoff, who rides with his son to the boy's elementary school. 
To keep momentum going all year, the Montclair Bike Bus team organizes themed rides on weekends and holidays. These events also allow families who can't join on weekday mornings to experience what the bike bus is all about before committing to a regular schedule.

    
Start young and go slow
Montclair Bike Bus consists of multiple adult-led groups and routes that encompass all of the township's elementary schools and middle schools. Organizers think the primary grades are when children benefit most from cycling with a group. Students in the first few years of school can learn about riding safely and apply those skills when they bike on their own or in small groups as they get older. 
The Montclair parents found that most elementary school students can handle a distance of 3-5 miles, and the group travels at a speed of around 6 miles per hour so the younger kids can keep up.
"The slow speed can be tough for some of our older kids who want to go a little bit faster. We tell them there's no racing on the bike bus -- everyone gets to school at the same time. But there have been occasions where we've had to split the ride into two groups so that some of the older kids can go a little bit faster than the younger kids," Hawkins said.
Be consistent no matter the weather
Keeping a bike bus going year-round requires consistency, which means preparing to pedal when it's raining or cold outside, Balto and Hawkins said. Leaders monitor weather forecasts and decide whether to cancel a Friday ride due to unsafe conditions or to proceed as planned while reminding families to dress appropriately. 
"As it gets colder, we tell everyone to make sure they have the right gear -- gloves, neck warmers, warm jackets," Hawkins said. "The idea is that kids should feel comfortable riding all year."
The Montclair bike bus secured reflective vests and bike lights from sponsors to increase visibility on dark winter mornings. Leaders also carry basic maintenance tools, such as tire pumps.
Weather is often more of a concern for adults than it is for children, Balto observed. "Kids want to be outside with their friends," he said. "If you're going to do this in all weather, just do it consistently. People will get used to it, and they'll start joining you."
Just do it
Despite all the planning and coordination involved in running a regular bike bus, experienced organizers say the key is simply to start. It can be as informal as two families riding to school together and sharing a flyer to spread the word, Balto said.
"If you're consistent -- once a week, once a month, once a season -- it will grow," he said.
Tillyer said she gives the same advice to anyone who asks how to begin: just go for it.

"Don't ask for permission. Don't worry about what it's going to take," she said. "Find a small group of people, get on your bikes and ride to school. Once people experience it and enjoy it, more will want to join."
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                    Health

    A good shower is a simple shower, no matter what influencers recommend




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Water flows from a shower head on Wednesday, Aug. 12, 2020, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Water flows from a shower head on Wednesday, Aug. 12, 2020, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            KENYA HUNTER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        You may be seeing elaborate shower cleansing routines on social media: daily exfoliation, double cleansing, antibacterial soap, loads of scented body scrubs and shower oils. 
"I'm kind of appalled by the shower routines," said Dr. Olga Bunimovich, a practicing dermatologist and assistant professor at the University of Pittsburgh.
The multistep processes that have inspired people to spend endless amounts of time sudsing up can harm your skin -- and the environment. Dermatologists say it's all mostly unnecessary. 
"Your skin is a barrier," said Dr. Nicole Negbenebor, a dermatologic surgeon at University of Iowa Health Care. "It's one of the biggest barriers you have. It's you in your natural elements. So you want to treat it right, and then sometimes there can be too much of a good thing."
Here's what to know about how to take a basic shower and indicators that you've gone too far with your routine.

    
The basics of showering



    
        

    


    
    




       
    
        


        
        
        
            
                                  
                        
                            More Stories
                        
                    

            
        
        
        
        
    




    
            
        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tourists visit the Acropolis hill as the 5th century B.C. Parthenon temple, free of scaffolding, stands in the background in Athens, Sunday, Oct. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Photos of the unobstructed ancient Parthenon in Athens
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum shows an 1861 job-reference letter written by Abraham Lincoln for his young friend, William Johnson. (Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Abraham Lincoln letter seeking job for Black friend and valet now on display at presidential museum
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Sachin Surwase uses a microscope to view cells in the lab where he works on autoimmune research at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md., May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                There are more than 100 autoimmune diseases, and they mostly strike women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    





A shower is a relatively simple routine that usually doesn't require 10 steps or a plethora of products.
A daily shower with lukewarm water and a fragrance-free hypoallergenic cleanser -- followed by hydrating lotion or oil afterward -- will do the trick. 
Don't plan to stay in the shower too long or turn the water temperature too high -- it can strip your skin of the natural oils it needs to maintain its barrier, leaving it vulnerable to dryness and irritation.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


When it comes to soaps, use one meant for sensitive skin. Antibacterial soaps are popular, but experts said they dry out your skin too much for daily use. (However, they can be beneficial for people with an autoimmune skin condition called hidradenitis suppurativa, which causes painful boils and abscesses on the skin.)

    
    
    
Oils can be beneficial for your skin once you're damp and out of the shower, Negbenebor said. But it's important to remember that oil isn't a moisturizer, but a sealant. The water hydrates your skin, but the oil will lock in that moisture. 
"It's nice to hear about skincare routines that do involve both cleansing and also providing hydration," Dr. Lisa Akintilo, a dermatologist at NYU Langone Health, "because that's missing in a lot of people's skin care routine."

    
"Double cleansing" is unnecessary
Some influencers suggest that a skin care routine isn't complete without exfoliation and what's called double cleansing. 
The latter is typically reserved for facial skincare routines, especially when you're wearing makeup, and involves using an oil-based cleanser to break down makeup and excess oil followed by a water-based cleanser to remove any remaining residue. 
Experts said you don't need to bring that practice to the full body. 
"Not only do I not think that we need to double cleanse our skin ... people overuse soap all the time," Bunimovich said. "You should not be soaping up all of your skin, period." Instead, Bunimovich added, wash your privates and your skin folds. 

    
Exfoliate -- but not too much
Exfoliation is meant to remove dead skin cells off our body, and is good for our skin, experts said. But doing it daily could cause a mound of problems, especially if you have dry skin or skin conditions like eczema or acne. 
Manual exfoliation -- that is when you use a body scrub or a rougher loofah -- should be done sparingly to avoid irritation. 
If you see rashes on your skin after exfoliation, it may be a sign you're over doing it. 
A more gentle way of exfoliating is using products that have lactic or glycolic acid, dermatologists said, but not all the time.
Save water, shorten your shower

Showers account for nearly 17% of Americans' indoor water use, the Environmental Protection Agency says.
Multiple states in moderate to severe drought conditions have called for water conservation efforts this year -- including taking shorter showers. 
If you want to get clean and retain your natural oils, a lukewarm shower that gives you enough time to clean your body should do the trick in most cases.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content. 
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    Mistake-filled legal briefs show the limits of relying on AI tools at work
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Judges around the world are dealing with a growing problem: legal briefs that were generated with the help of artificial intelligence and submitted with errors such as citations to cases that don't exist, according to attorneys and court documents.
The trend serves as a cautionary tale for people who are learning to use AI tools at work. Many employers want to hire workers who can use the technology to help with tasks such as conducting research and drafting reports. As teachers, accountants and marketing professionals begin engaging with AI chatbots and assistants to generate ideas and improve productivity, they're also discovering the programs can make mistakes. 
A French data scientist and lawyer, Damien Charlotin, has catalogued at least 490 court filings in the past six months that contained "hallucinations," which are AI responses that contain false or misleading information. The pace is accelerating as more people use AI, he said.

    
"Even the more sophisticated player can have an issue with this," Charlotin said. "AI can be a boon. It's wonderful, but also there are these pitfalls."
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[image: Kids from Ossie Wera Mitchell Middle School exit the bus in Birmingham, Ala. on Jan 20, 2009. (AP Photo/Butch Dill, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Age isn't everything when deciding if a child is ready to be home alone
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A family walks down a corridor at Lee Hall as college students begin moving in for the fall semester at N.C. State University in Raleigh, N.C., July 31, 2020. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The nest is empty: Parents grapple with mixed emotions after children move out
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                Why the search for meaning can cause 'purpose anxiety,' and what to do about it
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Charlotin, a senior research fellow at HEC Paris, a business school located just outside France's capital city, created a database to track cases in which a judge ruled that generative AI produced hallucinated content such as fabricated case law and false quotes. The majority of rulings are from U.S. cases in which plaintiffs represented themselves without an attorney, he said. While most judges issued warnings about the errors, some levied fines. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


But even high-profile companies have submitted problematic legal documents. A federal judge in Colorado ruled that a lawyer for MyPillow Inc., filed a brief containing nearly 30 defective citations as part of a defamation case against the company and founder Michael Lindell. 

    
    
    
The legal profession isn't the only one wrestling with AI's foibles. The AI overviews that appear at the top of web search result pages frequently contain errors. 

    
And AI tools also raise privacy concerns. Workers in all industries need to be cautious about the details they upload or put into prompts to ensure they're safeguarding the confidential information of employers and clients. 
Legal and workplace experts share their experiences with AI's mistakes and describe perils to avoid.
Think of AI as an assistant
Don't trust AI to make big decisions for you. Some AI users treat the tool as an intern to whom you assign tasks and whose completed work you expect to check. 
"Think about AI as augmenting your workflow," said Maria Flynn, CEO of Jobs for the Future, a nonprofit focused on workforce development. It can act as an assistant for tasks such as drafting an email or researching a travel itinerary, but don't think of it as a substitute that can do all of the work, she said.
When preparing for a meeting, Flynn experimented with an in-house AI tool, asking it to suggest discussion questions based on an article she shared with the team. 
"Some of the questions it proposed weren't the right context really for our organization, so I was able to give it some of that feedback ... and it came back with five very thoughtful questions," she said.

    
Check for accuracy
Flynn also has found problems in the output of the AI tool, which still is in a pilot stage. She once asked it to compile information on work her organization had done in various states. But the AI tool was treating completed work and funding proposals as the same thing. 
"In that case, our AI tool was not able to identify the difference between something that had been proposed and something that had been completed," Flynn said. 
Luckily, she had the institutional knowledge to recognize the errors. "If you're new in an organization, ask coworkers if the results look accurate to them," Flynn suggested.
While AI can help with brainstorming, relying on it to provide factual information is risky. Take the time to check the accuracy of what AI generates, even if it's tempting to skip that step. 
"People are making an assumption because it sounds so plausible that it's right, and it's convenient," Justin Daniels, an Atlanta-based attorney and shareholder with the law firm Baker Donelson, said. "Having to go back and check all the cites, or when I look at a contract that AI has summarized, I have to go back and read what the contract says, that's a little inconvenient and time-consuming, but that's what you have to do. As much as you think the AI can substitute for that, it can't."

    
Be careful with notetakers

    

It can be tempting to use AI to record and take notes during meetings. Some tools generate useful summaries and outline action steps based on what was said. 
But many jurisdictions require the consent of participants prior to recording conversations. Before using AI to take notes, pause and consider whether the conversation should be kept privileged and confidential, said Danielle Kays, a Chicago-based partner at law firm Fisher Phillips.
Consult with colleagues in the legal or human resources departments before deploying a notetaker in high-risk situations such as investigations, performance reviews or legal strategy discussions, she suggested.
"People are claiming that with use of AI there should be various levels of consent, and that is something that is working its way through the courts," Kays said. "That is an issue that I would say companies should continue to watch as it is litigated."
Protecting confidential information

If you're using free AI tools to draft a memo or marketing campaign, don't tell it identifying information or corporate secrets. Once you've uploaded that information, it's possible others using the same tool might find it. 
That's because when other people ask an AI tool questions, it will search available information, including details you revealed, as it builds its answer, Flynn said. "It doesn't discern whether something is public or private," she added.
Seek schooling
If your employer doesn't offer AI training, try experimenting with free tools such as ChatGPT or Microsoft Copilot. Some universities and tech companies offer classes that can help you develop your understanding of how AI works and ways it can be useful. 
A course that teaches people how to construct the best AI prompts or hands-on courses that provide opportunities to practice are valuable, Flynn said. 
Despite potential problems with the tools, learning how they work can be beneficial at a time when they're ubiquitous.
"The largest potential pitfall in learning to use AI is not learning to use it at at all," Flynn said. "We're all going to need to become fluent in AI, and taking the early steps of building your familiarity, your literacy, your comfort with the tool is going to be critically important."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well
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    'Why? Why? Why?' Ukraine's Mariupol descends into despair




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            28 of 30 | 
            Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MSTYSLAV CHERNOV, EVGENIY MALOLETKA and LORI HINNANT

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
        
    

                                        MARIUPOL, Ukraine (AP) -- The bodies of the children all lie here, dumped into this narrow trench hastily dug into the frozen earth of Mariupol to the constant drumbeat of shelling. 
There's 18-month-old Kirill, whose shrapnel wound to the head proved too much for his little toddler's body. There's 16-year-old Iliya, whose legs were blown up in an explosion during a soccer game at a school field. There's the girl no older than 6  who wore the pajamas with cartoon unicorns, among the first of Mariupol's children to die from a Russian shell. 
They are stacked together with dozens of others in this mass grave on the outskirts of the city. A man covered in a bright blue tarp, weighed down by stones at the crumbling curb. A woman wrapped in a red and gold bedsheet, her legs neatly bound at the ankles with a scrap of white fabric. Workers toss the bodies in as fast as they can, because the less time they spend in the open, the better their own chances of survival.

    
"The only thing (I want) is for this to be finished," raged worker Volodymyr Bykovskyi, pulling crinkling black body bags from a truck. "Damn them all, those people who started this!" 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
More bodies will come, from streets where they are everywhere and from the hospital basement where adults and children are laid out awaiting someone to pick them up. The youngest still has an umbilical stump attached. 

    
    
    
Each airstrike and shell that relentlessly pounds Mariupol -- about one a minute at times -- drives home the curse of a geography that has put the city squarely in the path of Russia's domination of Ukraine. This southern seaport of 430,000 has become a symbol of Russian President Vladimir Putin's drive to crush democratic Ukraine -- but also of a fierce resistance on the ground. 
In the nearly three weeks since Russia's war began, two Associated Press journalists have been the only international media present in Mariupol, chronicling its fall into chaos and despair. The city is now encircled by Russian soldiers, who are slowly squeezing the life out of it, one blast at a time.

    
Several  appeals for humanitarian corridors to evacuate civilians went unheeded, until Ukrainian officials said Wednesday that about 30,000 people had fled in convoys of cars. Airstrikes and shells have hit the maternity hospital, the fire department, homes, a church, a field outside a school. For the estimated hundreds of thousands who remain, there is quite simply nowhere to go. 
The surrounding roads are mined and the port blocked. Food is running out, and the Russians have stopped humanitarian attempts to bring it in. Electricity is mostly gone and water is sparse, with residents melting snow to drink. Some parents have even left their newborns at the hospital, perhaps hoping to give them a chance at life in the one place with decent electricity and water.
People burn scraps of furniture in makeshift grills to warm their hands in the freezing cold and cook what little food there still is. The grills themselves are built with the one thing in plentiful supply: bricks and shards of metal scattered in the streets from destroyed buildings. 

    
Death is everywhere. Local officials have tallied more than 2,500 deaths in the siege, but many bodies can't be counted because of the endless shelling. They have told families to leave their dead outside in the streets because it's too dangerous to hold funerals. 
Many of the deaths documented by the AP were of children and mothers, despite Russia's claims that civilians haven't been attacked.

    
    
    
"They have a clear order to hold Mariupol hostage, to mock it, to constantly bomb and shell it," Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on March 10. 
Just weeks ago, Mariupol's future seemed much brighter. 
If geography drives a city's destiny, Mariupol was on the path to success, with its thriving iron and steel plants, a deep-water port and high global demand for both. Even the dark weeks of 2014, when the city nearly fell to Russia-backed separatists in vicious street battles, were fading into memory. 

    
    
    

    
And so the first few days of the invasion had a perverse familiarity for many residents. About 100,000 people left at that time while they still could, according to Serhiy Orlov, the deputy mayor. But most stayed put, figuring they could wait out whatever came next or eventually make their way west like so many others. 
"I felt more fear in 2014, I don't feel the same panic now," Anna Efimova said as she shopped for supplies at a market on Feb. 24. "There is no panic. There's nowhere to run, where can we run?" 
That same day, a Ukrainian military radar and airfield were among the first targets of Russian artillery. Shelling and airstrikes could and did come at any moment, and people spent most of their time in shelters. Life was hardly normal, but it was livable. 
By Feb. 27, that started to change, as an ambulance raced into a city hospital carrying a small motionless girl, not yet 6. Her brown hair was pulled back off her pale face with a rubber band, and her pajama pants were bloodied by Russian shelling. 

    
Her wounded father came with her, his head bandaged. Her mother stood outside the ambulance, weeping. 
As the doctors and nurses huddled around her, one gave her an injection. Another shocked her with a defibrillator. A doctor in blue scrubs, pumping oxygen into her, looked straight into the camera of an AP journalist allowed inside and cursed. 
"Show this to Putin," he stormed with expletive-laced fury. "The eyes of this child and crying doctors." 
They couldn't save her. Doctors covered the tiny body with her pink striped jacket and gently closed her eyes. She now rests in the mass grave. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
The same geography that for so long worked in Mariupol's favor had turned against it. The city stands squarely between regions controlled by the Russia-backed separatists -- about 10 kilometers (six miles) to the east at the closest point -- and the Crimean Peninsula annexed by Russia in 2014. The capture of Mariupol would give the Russians a clear land corridor all the way through, controlling the Sea of Azov. 
As February ended, the siege began. Ignoring the danger, or restless, or perhaps just feeling invincible as teenagers do, a group of boys met up a few days later, on March 2, to play soccer on a pitch outside a school. 
A bomb exploded. The blast tore through Iliya's legs. 
The odds were against him, and increasingly against the city. The electricity went out yet again, as did most mobile networks. Without communications, medics had to guess which hospitals could still handle the wounded and which roads could still be navigated to reach them. 
Iliya couldn't be saved. His father, Serhii, dropped down, hugged his dead boy's head and wailed out his grief. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 4, it was yet another child in the emergency room -- Kirill, the toddler struck in the head by shrapnel. His mother and stepfather bundled him in a blanket. They hoped for the best, and then endured the worst. 
"Why? Why? Why?" his sobbing mother, Marina Yatsko, asked in the hospital hallway, as medical workers looked on helplessly. She tenderly unwrapped the blanket around her lifeless child to kiss him and inhale his scent one last time, her dark hair falling over him. 
That was the day the darkness settled in for good -- a blackout in both power and knowledge. Ukrainian television and radio were cut, and car stereos became the only link to the outside world. They played Russian news, describing a world that couldn't be further from the reality in Mariupol.
As it sunk in that there was truly no escape, the mood of the city changed. It didn't take long for grocery store shelves to empty. Mariupol's residents cowered by night in underground shelters and emerged by day to grab what they could before scurrying underground again. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 6, in the way of desperate people everywhere, they turned on each other. On one street lined with darkened stores, people smashed windows, pried open metal shutters, grabbed what they could. 
A man who had broken into a store found himself face to face with the furious shopkeeper, caught red-handed with a child's rubber ball. 
"You bastard, you stole that ball now. Put the ball back. Why did you even come here?" she demanded. Shame written on his face, he tossed the ball into a corner and fled. 
Nearby, a soldier emerged from another looted store, on the verge of tears. 
"People, please be united. ... This is your home. Why are you smashing windows, why are you stealing from your shops?" he pleaded, his voice breaking. 
Yet another attempt to negotiate an evacuation failed. A crowd formed at one of the roads leading away from the city, but a police officer blocked their path. 
"Everything is mined, the ways out of town are being shelled," he told them. "Trust me, I have family at home, and I am also worried about them. Unfortunately, the maximum security for all of us is to be inside the city, underground and in the shelters." 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]



        

        
        
            
                    A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
And that's where Goma Janna could be found that night, weeping beside an oil lamp that threw light but not enough heat to take the chill off the basement room. She wore a scarf and a cheery turquoise snowflake sweater as she roughly rubbed the tears from her face, one side at a time. Behind her, beyond the small halo of light, a small group of women and children crouched in the darkness, trembling at the explosions above. 
"I want my home, I want my job. I'm so sad about people and about the city, the children," she sobbed. 
This agony fits in with Putin's goals. The siege is a military tactic popularized in medieval times and designed to crush a population through starvation and violence, allowing an attacking force to spare its own soldiers the cost of entering a hostile city. Instead, civilians are the ones left to die, slowly and painfully. 
Putin has refined the tactic during his years in power, first in the Chechen city of Grozny in 2000 and then in the Syrian city of Aleppo in 2016. He reduced both to ruins.
"It epitomizes Russian warfare, what we see now in terms of the siege," said Mathieu Boulegue, a researcher for Chatham House's Russia program. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
By March 9, the sound of Russian fighter jets in Mariupol was enough to send people screaming for cover -- anything to avoid the airstrikes they knew would follow, even if they didn't know where.
The jets rumbled across the sky, this time decimating the maternity hospital. They left a crater two stories deep in the courtyard. 
Rescuers rushed a pregnant woman through the rubble and light snow as she stroked her bloodied belly, face blanched and head lolling listlessly to the side. Her baby was dying inside her, and she knew it, medics said. 
"Kill me now!" she screamed, as they struggled to save her life at another hospital even closer to the front line. 
The baby was born dead. A half-hour later, the mother died too. The doctors had no time to learn either of their names.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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Another pregnant woman, Mariana Vishegirskaya, was waiting to give birth at the maternity hospital when the strike hit. Her brow and cheek bloodied, she clutched her belongings in a plastic bag and navigated the debris-strewn stairs in polka-dot pajamas. Outside the ruined hospital, she stared motionless with wide blue eyes at the crackling flames. 
Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shellfire. Baby Veronika drew her first breath on March 10. 
The two women -- one dead and one a mother -- have since become the symbol of their blackened, burning hometown. Facing worldwide condemnation, Russian officials claimed that the maternity hospital had been taken over by far-right Ukrainian forces to use as a base and emptied of patients and nurses. 
In two tweets, the Russian Embassy in London posted side-by-side images of AP photos with the word "FAKE" over them in red text. They claimed that the maternity hospital had long been out of operation, and that Vishegirskaya was an actress playing a role. Twitter has since removed the tweets, saying they violated its rules. 

    
    
    
The AP reporters in Mariupol who documented the attack in video and photos saw nothing to indicate the hospital was used as anything other than a hospital. There is also nothing to suggest Vishegirskaya, a Ukrainian beauty blogger from Mariupol, was anything but a patient. Veronika's birth attests to the pregnancy that her mother carefully documented on Instagram, including one post in which she is wearing the polka-dot pajamas. 
Two days after Veronika was born, four Russian tanks emblazoned with the letter Z took up position near the hospital where she and her mother were recovering. An AP journalist was among a group of medical workers who came under sniper fire, with one hit in the hip. 
The windows rattled, and the hallways were lined with people with nowhere else to go. Anastasia Erashova wept and trembled as she held a sleeping child. Shelling had just killed her other child as well as her brother's child, and Erashova's scalp was encrusted with blood. 
"I don't know where to run to," she cried out, her anguish growing with every sob. "Who will bring back our children? Who?" 
By early this week, Russian forces had seized control of the building entirely, trapping medics and patients inside and using it as a base, according to a doctor there and local officials.
Orlov, the deputy mayor, predicted worse is soon to come. Most of the city remains trapped.

"Our defenders will defend to the last bullet," he said. "But people are dying without water and food, and I think in the next several days we will count hundreds and thousands of deaths."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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___
Hinnant reported from Paris. Vasylisa Stepanenko contributed to this report, along with Andrew Meldrum in Cape Town, South Africa.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the Ukraine crisis at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-mariupol-descends-into-despair-708cb8f4a171ce3f1c1b0b8d090e38e3
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    Democrats are becoming a force in traditionally conservative The Villages




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves an American flag and cheers as she participates in a golf cart parade following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves an American flag and cheers as she participates in a golf cart parade following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell) -
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            REBECCA BLACKWELL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        THE VILLAGES, Fla. (AP) -- The Villages, one of the world's largest retirement communities, has long been known as a conservative stronghold. In the past, left-leaning residents of the central Florida enclave tended to keep their views to themselves, fearing they might be kicked out of their golf group, excluded from the mahjong club, or disinvited from a neighborhood pool party. 
But Vice President Kamala Harris' emergence as the Democratic Party's presidential candidate has given the small, but enthusiastic group a boost of confidence and a push into the light.
"They are beginning to realize that they have a voice and they can use it," said Diane Foley, president of the Villages Democratic Club, which has seen its membership nearly double since the 2020 election cycle, to around 1,500 people.
Prior to that time, she noted, "Democrats have been inclined to be quiet and to not broadcast their political preferences because we were so overwhelmed by the Republican party." 
Parades of golf carts decorated in support of Harris have rolled through the streets, and second gentleman Doug Emhoff recently paid a visit. Meanwhile, Democrats opting to wear a T-shirt or put up a lawn sign in favor of Harris have had neighbors approach them with relief, saying, "We thought we were the only ones."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joe Dubman takes a picture of friends Chris Stanley, wearing an "I have concepts of a plan" T-shirt poking fun at the recent debate performance of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, and Dee Melvin, wearing a shirt showing support for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, as a group of Democratic friends participate in their regular brunch meet-up, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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Still, most say they choose not to talk politics openly, to avoid tension in Wildwood-The Villages, the official name of this census-designated, master-planned metro area of more than 151,000 people. 
"You want to get along with your neighbors. They're nice people. So we just don't talk about it," says Foley. 
Retired lawyer Howard Underwood, 71, and his wife, Janet, 74, were Republicans for four decades until Donald Trump became the candidate in 2016. 

"We've made common cause with the Democrats, even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," says Underwood, who is now not affiliated with either major party but has volunteered with the Democrats club to support Harris.

Underwood won't go so far as to put a bumper sticker on his car for fear of blowback, but he acknowledges that the political atmosphere is changing, however slightly. 
"Democrats in The Villages has kind of become a thing," he said with a laugh.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wearing matching Harris-Walz T-shirts, Glen Smith, 62, and his wife Suzi, 64, play pickleball with other members of The Villages Democratic Club, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The Smiths say that friends questioned why they would choose to move to such a conservative enclave. "Somebody has to infiltrate," joked Suzi. "Most of our best friends are conservative." Adds Glen, "We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    Most of our best friends are conservative. We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it."


                    
                        - Glen Smith

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Trump flag flies from the home of Dave Farraday, a 74-year-old retired utility worker from Pennsylvania, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Farraday, who registered to vote for the first time in 2016 to support Donald Trump, will again vote for the former President and Republican presidential nominee, over economic issues, but says he would have preferred different candidates to run. Two homes on his street have lawn signs supporting Harris, but Farraday says political differences don't get in the way of neighborliness. "We're all here for one reason, we're retired," he said. "We're relaxing...trying to." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We're all here for one reason, we're retired. We're relaxing... trying to."


                    
                        - Dave Farraday

                    
                
            

        

    





    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An aerial view shows homes in the sprawling retirement community known as The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Allan Weseman, a retired sports car mechanic, feeds his macaws Kayko, left, and Cranky Clifford, as he waits to show them to interested passersby in Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Weseman, who lives outside The Villages with five macaws, often comes to one of the town squares to find people to share his passion with, letting interested passerby hold friendly Kayko on their arm and take pictures with the birds. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Lobbyist Barbara DeVane attends a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club to encourage the community's members to vote "yes" on a ballot amendment which would legalize recreational marijuana use for people over 21, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Lobbyist Barbara DeVane attends a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club to encourage the community's members to vote "yes" on a ballot amendment which would legalize recreational marijuana use for people over 21, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris await the arrival of second gentleman Doug Emhoff, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." Now independents, "We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," said Howard. "The alternative is unthinkable." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." They are now independents. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things... The alternative is unthinkable."


                    
                        - Howard Underwood

                    
                
            

        

    





         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Shelly Newman, 73, who uses a walker due to impaired balance, makes canvassing calls to other Villagers to encourage voter turnout, in her bedroom in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Newman and her husband moved to The Villages in 2013. "When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish," said Newman. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish,"


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A retired government worker who preferred not to give her name drives a golf cart decorated with a "Harris for President" sign in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Stickers for the Democratic party adorn the walker of Shelly Newman, 73, as she leaves a meeting of The Villages Democratic Club, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. Newman says people see her stickers and approach her, whispering "You're a Democrat too?" Newman tells them, "Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too."


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sign depicting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris alongside the three most recent presidents, from left, Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, decorates a golf cart windshield during a Harris campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    There was no effort until Harris came on... It was general depression. No one wanted to get involved."


                    
                        - Villages Democratic Club president Diane Foley


                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Independent voter Patricia Coe, 82, speaks with Diane Foley, president of The Villages Democratic Club, as Foley canvasses at the homes of registered Democrats and of independents who might be open to voting for a Democrat, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We have gotten death threats about who we are going to vote for,"


                    
                        - Independent voter Patricia Coe

                    
                
            

        

    





    

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024.  (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Lesley, left, and Matt Dzik, pose for a portrait, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024, in Urbana, Ill. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






            
        
    

    
       

        
    



  
    
        
            
                
                The Americans photo essay series
            

        
    
      





        



    
        Visually-led storytelling featuring U.S. voters and the issues that matter most to them in the upcoming U.S. election.

AP has photo and video journalists in every region of the U.S. In the run up to the U.S. election, the team is collaborating on a series of visual stories about U.S. voters in their local communities.
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                    Climate

    At UN climate summit, world leaders say time is running short to stop the worst effects of warming




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres listens to Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva's speech at the COP30 U.N. Climate Summit in Belem, Brazil, Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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            ISABEL DEBRE and MAURICIO SAVARESE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        BELEM, Brazil (AP) -- World leaders warned Thursday that time is running short for urgent and decisive action to prevent the worst effects of climate change, and blasted the United States for its retreat from those efforts, as they gathered at the edge of Brazil's Amazon rainforest for the annual United Nations climate summit.
U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres opened a gathering of heads of state in Belem, Brazil, with harsh words for world powers who he said "remain captive to the fossil fuel interests, rather than protecting the public interest."
Allowing global warming to exceed the key benchmark of 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit), laid out in the Paris Agreement, would represent a "moral failure and deadly negligence," Guterres said, warning that "even a temporary overshoot will have dramatic consequences ... every fraction of a degree higher means more hunger, displacement and loss."

    
Brazil President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva sought to mobilize funds from world powers to halt the ongoing destruction of tropical rainforests and advance the many unmet promises made at previous summits.



    
        




    




But reduced participation -- with only half the heads of state in attendance as there were at last year's summit -- showcased global divisions and set a somber tone. The leaders of the planet's three biggest polluters, China, the United States and India, were completely absent from the preliminary gathering ahead of climate talks that begin next week at the Conference of Parties, known as COP30.

    
    
    
In a rousing speech, Lula warned that the "window of opportunity we have to act is rapidly closing and said there was "no greater symbol of the environmental cause" than the Amazon rainforest.

    
Known as the "lungs of the world" for its capacity to absorb vast quantities of carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas that warms the planet, the biodiverse Amazon rainforest has been choked by wildfires and cleared by cattle ranching. Some 17% of the Amazon's forest cover has vanished in the past 50 years, swallowed up for farmland, logging and mining.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva speaks during a roundtable with leaders of tropical forest countries and nations committed to investing in the Tropical Forest Forever Facility (TFFF) during the COP30 U.N. Climate Summit in Belem, Brazil, Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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"It is only right that it is the turn of the Amazonian people to ask what the rest of the world is doing to prevent the collapse of their home," Lula said.
Leaders spoke in Belem as the U.N. weather agency announced that 2025 was on track to be the second or third warmest year ever recorded. The concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, which hit a record high last year, continued to rise in 2025, as did ocean heat and sea levels, said the World Meteorological Organization reported on Thursday.
US absence looms over leaders' meeting

    

U.S. President DonaldTrump, who calls climate change a hoax and withdrew the U.S. from the Paris climate accords the day he entered office, did not send any senior officials to Belem. Even U.S. lawmakers struggled to get to Brazil as U.S. airlines canceled hundreds of flights due to the government shutdown.
There are concerns that the absence of the U.S. -- which has at times played a key role in convincing China to restrain carbon emissions and securing finance for poor countries -- could signal a broader rollblack of climate politics. 
"Extremist forces fabricate falsehoods to gain electoral advantage and trap future generations in an outdated model that perpetuates social and economic disparities and environmental degradation," Lula said, without naming Trump.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva addresses a plenary session of the COP30 U.N. Climate Summit in Belem, Brazil, Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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President Gustavo Petro of Colombia, however, called out Trump directly, saying his absence was "100% wrong."
"Trump is against humankind," said Petro, whose feud with his U.S. counterpart escalated in recent weeks as Trump accused him of being a drug kingpin and imposed financial sanctions on him and his family.
"We can see the collapse that can happen if the U.S. does not decarbonize its economy," he said.
Chile's left-wing President Gabriel Boric similarly singled out Trump, saying his claims that "the climate crisis does not exist ... is a lie."

    
Indigenous groups also warned that Trump's inaction could embolden other countries to ignore the crisis.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An indigenous man takes part in a demonstration in defense of the Amazon during the COP30 U.N. Climate Summit, in Belem, Para state, Brazil, Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)]
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"It pushes governments further toward denial and deregulation," said Nadino Kalapucha, the spokesperson for the Amazonian Kichwa Indigenous group in Ecuador. "That trickles down to us, to Ecuador, Peru, Argentina, where environmental protection is already under pressure."
President Javier Milei of Argentina, who threatened to quit the Paris Agreement and last year pulled Argentine negotiators out the climate summit in Azerbaijan, also boycotted this week's meeting.
That left leaders like U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer, German Chancellor Friedrich Merz and French President Emmanuel Macron to confront not only the consequences of an intensifying global climate crisis but a daunting set of political challenges a decade after the Paris Agreement promised a new era of global cooperation.
"Today, sadly, that consensus is gone, with some arguing that this isn't the time to act and saying that tackling climate change can wait," Starmer said in his address.

    
Some experts, though, saw a silver lining in the Trump administration's absence, saying it reduced the risk of the U.S. foiling an ambitious agreement that requires a full consensus.
"Even if the U.S. plays an outsized role, it is one country and there are over 190 nations coming to COP, many of which are willing to stand up to the destructive tactics of the fossil fuel industry," said Rachel Cleetus, senior policy director with the Climate and Energy program at the Union of Concerned Scientists.
Brazil encapsulates the climate dilemma
Lula, who has presented himself as a champion of climate diplomacy in the Global South and won widespread praise for reducing deforestation in the Amazon, seeks to leverage Brazil's moment on the world stage to push for action on curbing planet-warming emissions and helping poor nations adapt to the perils of climate change.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A boat moves through Guajara Bay and historic city of Belem, Para state, Brazil, Friday, Oct. 31, 2025. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)]
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But Lula's commitment has run into economic pressures.
He recently granted state oil firm Petrobras a license to explore oil near the mouth of the Amazon River, which environmental advocates say risks damaging oil spills. Lula has hit back at accusations of hypocrisy.
"I don't want to be an environmental leader," Lula said Tuesday. "I never claimed to be."
Those tensions are at the heart of the conference and Lula's centerpiece proposal -- a new fund called the Tropical Forests Forever Facility that would pay 74 developing countries to keep their trees standing, using loans from wealthier nations and commercial investors.
The conference will test whether Brazil can drum up enough money to make its ambitions a reality. Existing U.N. funds for climate loss and damage have drawn only modest contributions.
Brazil's government on Thursday announced $5.5 billion in pledges to the fund from Norway, Indonesia and a few other countries. It remained unclear whether major world powers would follow suit.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org
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    Brazil dismantles hundreds of illegal dredges in major Amazon mining crackdown




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Dredging barges operated by illegal miners converge on the Madeira River, a tributary of the Amazon river, searching for gold, in Autazes, Amazonas state, Brazil, Nov. 25, 2021. (AP Photo/Edmar Barros, File)]
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                                        BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) -- Brazilian police backed by Interpol have destroyed hundreds of dredges used in illegal gold mining along the Madeira River, in one of the biggest coordinated crackdowns yet on criminal networks operating across the Amazon Basin.
The international police agency said officers dismantled 277 floating mining rafts worth an estimated $6.8 million. When factoring in lost gold, equipment and environmental damage, officials estimated the total financial blow to organized crime groups at about $193 million.
The Madeira River, one of the Amazon's largest tributaries, flows from the Andes through Bolivia into northern Brazil before joining the main Amazon River -- an area long plagued by illegal mining and environmental crime.
The raids were led by Brazil's Federal Police Amazon and Environment Protection Division, a special unit focused on combating environmental crimes, with support from a new regional coordination center linking law enforcement agencies from several Amazon countries. More than 100 officers used satellite data to map 400 square kilometers (155 square miles) of forest and river areas scarred by mining, Interpol said Monday. 

    
Interpol -- the international organization that helps police in nearly 200 countries share intelligence and coordinate operations -- said the crackdown builds on a series of recent cross-border missions in Latin America targeting illegal gold mining, logging and wildlife trafficking. Such crimes are among the biggest drivers of deforestation and river contamination in the Amazon, and often fund broader organized crime networks.



    
        




    




The operation comes just weeks before world leaders gather in the northern Brazilian city of Belem for COP30, where Brazil is expected to highlight its efforts to curb Amazon destruction and illegal mining.

    
    
    
"This operation marks a new chapter in our collective effort to protect the Amazon," Interpol Secretary General Valdecy Urquiza said in a statement, calling it proof that regional cooperation can strike at the financial networks behind environmental crimes.

    
Interpol said liaison officers from Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Guyana, Peru and Suriname took part in the operation, though it did not specify when it took place.
Authorities said samples of sediment and other materials were collected for forensic analysis to trace their origin and detect hazardous substances such as mercury and cyanide. Residents were also tested for possible toxic exposure linked to gold mining activities.
Brazil's Federal Police said follow-up investigations aim to identify and prosecute the financiers and ringleaders behind the illicit gold trade -- not just the miners, who are often exploited in the process.
___
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    Disease of 1,000 faces shows how science is tackling immunity's dark side




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Ruth Wilson has lupus, nicknamed the disease of 1,000 faces for its variety of symptoms. Her journey offers a snapshot of the dark side of the immune system. Lupus is one of a rogues' gallery of autoimmune diseases that affect as many as 50 million Americans. (AP video/Shelby Lum; Animation: Hao Li)
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                                        Doctor after doctor misdiagnosed or shrugged off Ruth Wilson's rashes, swelling, fevers and severe pain for six years. She saved her life by begging for one more test in an emergency room about to send her home, again, without answers.
That last-ditch test found the Massachusetts woman's kidneys were failing. The culprit? Her immune system had been attacking her own body all that time and nobody caught it.
"I just wish there was a better way that patients could get that diagnosis without having to go through all of the pain and all of, like, the dismissiveness and the gaslighting," she said.
Wilson has lupus, nicknamed the disease of 1,000 faces for its variety of symptoms -- and her journey offers a snapshot of the dark side of the immune system. Lupus is one of a rogues' gallery of autoimmune diseases that affect as many as 50 million Americans and millions more worldwide - hard to treat, on the rise and one of medicine's biggest mysteries.

    
Now, building on discoveries from cancer research and the COVID-19 pandemic, scientists are decoding the biology behind these debilitating illnesses. They're uncovering pathways that lead to different autoimmune diseases and connections between seemingly unrelated ones - in hopes of attacking the causes, not just the symptoms.
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[image: This image provided by National Institutes of Health (NIH) shows the X and Y chromosomes. Women are far more likely than men to get autoimmune diseases, illnesses like lupus or rheumatoid arthritis that occur when the immune system mistakenly attacks their own tissues. That gender disparity has baffled scientists for decades but new research may finally explain why. (Jonathan Bailey/National Institutes of Health (NIH) via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Lupus and other autoimmune diseases strike far more women than men. Now there's a clue why
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo combination shows, from left, Fred Ramsdell in a photo provided by Sonoma Biotherapeutics, Osaka University professor Dr. Shimon Sakaguchi, in Suita, near Osaka, western Japan, Oct. 6, 2025 and Mary E. Brunkow in Seattle, Oct. 6, 2025. (Sonoma Biotherapeutics/Shohei Miyano/Kyodo News, Lindsey Wasson via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The Nobel Prize in medicine goes to 3 scientists for key immune system discoveries
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: International Tennis Hall of Fame inductee Monica Seles waves to the crowd as she holds her plaque during ceremonies in Newport, R.I., July 11, 2009. (AP Photo/Elise Amendola, file)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Tennis star Monica Seles reveals her diagnosis with myasthenia gravis
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




It's a daunting task. That friendly fire ravages nerves in multiple sclerosis, inflames joints in rheumatoid arthritis, dries out the eyes and mouth in Sjogren's disease, destroys insulin production in Type 1 diabetes, weakens muscles in myositis and myasthenia gravis -- and in lupus, it can cause body-wide havoc.

    
    
    
The list goes on: A new count from the National Institutes of Health tallied 140 autoimmune conditions, many rare but altogether a leading cause of chronic disease that's often invisible.
"You look normal. People see you and they don't think you have this horrible disease," said Wilson, 43, who balances her illness with volunteering to help educate the public and even doctors about life with lupus.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ruth Wilson, whose lupus took six years to diagnose, receives her monthly lupus-focused IV treatment at UMass Memorial Medical Center, Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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While there's still an enormous amount to learn, recent steps have some specialists daring to wonder if just maybe, ways to cure or prevent at least some of these diseases are getting closer.
In dozens of clinical trials, scientists are harnessing some of patients' own immune cells to wipe out wayward ones that fuel lupus and a growing list of other diseases. It's called CAR-T therapy and early results with these "living drugs" are promising. The first lupus patient was treated in Germany in March 2021 and remains in drug-free remission, the researchers said last month.

    
And a drug named teplizumab can delay the start of Type 1 diabetes symptoms in people destined to get sick, buying some time before they'll need insulin. Citing that "tantalizing evidence," the NIH's new five-year plan for autoimmune research -- if it gets funded -- urges pursuing similar windows to intervene in other simmering diseases.
"This is probably the most exciting time that we've ever had to be in autoimmunity," said Dr. Amit Saxena, a rheumatologist at NYU Langone Health.
Inside job

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ruth Wilson, who balances her lupus illness with volunteering to help other patients, puts on makeup as she gets ready for the Walk with Us to Cure Lupus fundraising event, Saturday, Oct. 18, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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Your immune system has multiple overlapping ways to detect and attack bacteria, viruses or other bad actors. That includes teaching key soldiers -- T cells and antibody-producing B cells -- how to distinguish what's foreign from what's "you."
It's a delicate balancing act, especially considering germs sometimes adapt features similar to human molecules so they can confuse and sneak past immune defenses. And while the immune system has built-in safeguards to curtail any misbehaving cells, autoimmune diseases set in when the system gets off-kilter.

    
Numerous genes involved in different immune functions can make people susceptible to common autoimmune diseases. That means if one family member is sick, others may be at increased risk. Such genes can include variants that once protected our ancestors from long-ago threats including the Black Death but that today can translate into a hyperactive immune system.
But "genes are not everything," said Dr. Mariana Kaplan of NIH's National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Mariana Kaplan, chief of the National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases at the National Institutes of Health, poses for a portrait in her lab, Monday, Aug. 25, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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Studies show if one identical twin develops an autoimmune disease, the other isn't guaranteed to get sick. Non-genetic factors that trigger an immune response play a big role, such as infections, certain medicines, smoking, pollutants. In lupus, even a bad sunburn is suspect.
"At some point there is a second or third hit and the immune system says, 'That's it, I can't handle any more of these insults,'" said Kaplan, who directs systemic autoimmunity research.
And women are more likely to get autoimmune diseases than men, maybe because of estrogen or their extra X chromosome. That's especially evident in lupus; women account for 90% of cases, often young ones like Wilson. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ruth Wilson, who has lupus, takes a nap after the onset of a migraine and fatigue, as too much sunshine is one of her triggers, while at the beach with family, Saturday, Aug. 16, 2025, in South Yarmouth, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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Fainting spells and body-wide rashes began in her 20s and intensified with two pregnancies. Youngsters in tow, she saw a variety of doctors for fevers, swelling, joint and back pain until that fateful ER visit when she requested a urine test.
Months of grueling treatment saved her kidneys. But over a decade later, the Littleton, Massachusetts, woman still lives with daily pain from lupus. Deep fatigue and brain fog -- difficulty with concentrating, short-term recall, multitasking -- wax and wane. 

    
Therapies have improved in recent years, from high-dose steroids and drugs that broadly suppress the immune system to include additional options that focus on specific molecules. Wilson gets a monthly lupus-targeted IV treatment and takes about six daily medicines to calm her overactive immune system and related symptoms.
Worse are what are called flares, when symptoms abruptly and markedly worsen. For Wilson, they bring sudden high fevers, legs too swollen to walk, more intense pain, lasting days to a week. They impact her job at a medical lab and time with her husband, teen son and college-age daughter.
"It's not a bad life, it's just a bad day," she tells herself to get through. 
Kaplan, the NIH scientist, has a biological explanation for the daily slog: The same inflammatory proteins that cause aches and fatigue during a cold or flu continually course through the bodies of patients with systemic autoimmune diseases like lupus.
Hunting the root causes

    
    
    
"These are my babies," said Dr. Justin Kwong, a research fellow in Kaplan's lab at NIH, as he carefully examines cells in an incubator.
Kwong is performing something so tricky it's not done in many laboratories: He's growing batches of neutrophils, the body's most common white blood cells.
They are first responders that race to the site of an injury or infection, and Kaplan suspects they're among the earliest immune cells to run amok and trigger certain autoimmune diseases.

    
How? Some types of neutrophils spew out their insides to form sticky spider-web like structures that trap and kill germs. The neutrophils die in the process.
But patients with lupus and some other diseases harbor abnormal neutrophils that form too many webs, Kaplan said. Her team is investigating if other immune defenses mistakenly sense the resulting debris as foreign, sparking a chain reaction.
"We think that's a fundamental initial process," Kaplan said. "We're trying to find why it happens, why it happens more often in women, and can we come up with strategies to stop this without harming the way we defend ourselves from infections."
Another common feature: Patients with a number of autoimmune diseases, especially women, often suffer heart attacks and strokes at unusually young ages. Kaplan's research suggests those aptly named NETS, or neutrophil extracellular traps, may be key -- by damaging blood vessels and spurring hardened arteries typically seen in older people.
But neutrophils don't live long outside the body and testing mature ones from lupus patients' blood won't show how they went awry -- something Kwong's baby neutrophils may aid.
Teasing apart patient differences

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ruth Wilson looks for a parking spot as she arrives for her monthly lupus-focused IV treatment at UMass Memorial Medical Center, Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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Whatever triggers it, lupus has bafflingly varied symptoms and treatments that can keep some patients symptom-free but not others.
That suggests "lupus is not a single disease," Kaplan said. "What we call lupus probably represents many different conditions that have some common factors."
How to subtype lupus isn't clear. But another disease, rheumatoid arthritis, may offer clues. Perhaps best recognized by painfully disfigured fingers, RA can attack any joint and even some organs, sometimes scarring lungs. 
Like with lupus, RA treatment is trial-and-error and scientists are exploring different underlying factors to explain why. In one study, an international team used tiny samples of patients' joint tissue to identify six inflammatory subtypes of RA based on patterns of cells, how they clustered and their activity.
It "changed how we think about the disease," said Northwestern University rheumatology chief Harris Perlman, one of the coauthors. Now researchers are comparing cells in joint tissue before and after patients start a new drug to see if they could help guide treatment choices, he said.
Living with lupus

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A tattoo reading "Never Stop Fighting" decorates the arm of Ruth Wilson, as she receives her monthly lupus-focused IV treatment at UMass Memorial Medical Center, Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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Wilson learned to wear sunscreen and a big hat outdoors and how to ration her energy in hopes of avoiding flares. When her kids were old enough for school, she returned, too, getting degrees that led to laboratory research and data science jobs -- and a better understanding of her own disease and its treatments. 
One day her then-rheumatologist asked if she'd answer some medical students' questions. Wilson remembers many knew "what lupus looks like in a textbook" but not the patient perspective.
 "I realized, my god, I need to start talking about this."
What that looks like now: One evening last February, Wilson bubbled with nerves and excitement at finally meeting some members of her online lupus support group. At UMass Chan Medical School, Wilson greeted the two women and two men with hugs. They shared symptoms and treatments -- and rueful stories of well-meaning relatives urging them to just get more sleep to combat the lupus fatigue that rest can't conquer.
A month later, Wilson traveled to Washington for a meeting organized by the Lupus Research Alliance, where she urged scientists and drug company researchers to heed patient reports of changes in their everyday lives, such as whether a new therapy helps brain fog.

    
    
    
Drug studies that measure physical symptoms and blood markers are "only capturing half the story," she said. "If a treatment allows me to think clearly, to engage in my life, to be the person I know I am beneath all of this, then that is just as important as reducing inflammation."
While her doctor isn't recommending experimental treatments yet, Wilson recently joined the Lupus Landmark Study that will track biological samples from 3,500 patients to better understand disease variations. Whenever a flare strikes Wilson pricks her finger for a blood sample to share.
"It's important for me to also be a voice for patients because I think of myself and how lonely I was at the very beginning," Wilson said. For a long time, "I never wanted to talk about it. Especially my kids, I wanted them to know that I was going to be OK. And so you put on your makeup and your lipstick and your three shades of eye corrector and you go on."
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    What to know about the annual sign-up window for health insurance
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                                        Higher prices, less help and a government shutdown all hang over health insurance markets as shoppers start looking for coverage this month.
The annual enrollment window for millions of people to pick an individual plan opened Nov. 1 in nearly all states, and a heavy dose of politics weighs on this year's search.
The federal government shut down as Democrats in Congress demanded negotiations to extend enhanced tax credits that have helped people buy coverage the past few years. Republicans say they won't negotiate until Democrats vote to reopen the government.
Stuck in the middle are insurance customers, many of whom will be facing the biggest premium hikes they've seen in years and may be forced to consider changing plans. 
"It seems overwhelming, but it really is important to shop and consider your choices," said Sara Collins, a Commonwealth Fund insurance expert.
Here's how shoppers can respond:



    
        




    




The first deadline is in mid-December
Shoppers will have until Jan. 15 in most states to find a plan for 2026, but they have to make their choice by Dec. 15 if they want coverage starting New Year's Day.
This is the main chance people with individual coverage have every year to find a plan for the next year. More than 24 million people enrolled in individual plans for 2025, according to KFF, which studies health care issues.
People can buy a new plan with help from income-based tax credits through insurance marketplaces set up in every state. Then-President Joe Biden's administration beefed up that help with enhanced tax credits during the COVID-19 pandemic. Those are set to expire this year unless Congress works out an extension.
Shoppers also can find options outside these marketplaces -- sometimes for a lower price -- but they won't get tax credit help.

    
    
    
You may see price hikes
KFF says premiums, or the cost of coverage, will jump more than 20% for many levels of coverage. 
Those higher prices may not change even if Congress restores the enhanced tax credits before the enrollment window ends, said Karan Rustagi, a Wakely Consulting Group health actuary who works with insurers. It can take insurers weeks to complete rate changes with regulators and then update their systems and customer handbooks.

    
People who depended on the enhanced tax credits last year could experience additional sticker shock if Congress lets those credits expire. 
Researchers at KFF were able to estimate costs for multiple income scenarios. They calculated, for instance, that someone making $35,000 a year could see their monthly cost for a typical silver-level plan jump to $218 from $86.
The most extreme cases involve people with salaries that exceed 400% of the federal poverty level. This group would lose tax credits entirely and pay the full premium price, which can vary by age and location. For example, a 60-year-old in Monroe County, Florida, could wind up paying $2,702 a month without credits versus $460 with credits.
For shoppers still receiving tax credits, one option to soften big price hikes is to buy down, or opt for a cheaper plan. The tradeoff: less coverage.

    
Help may be harder to find
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services in February cut funding by 90% for a federal program that provides navigators who help people find coverage.
That will lead to less free help in more than two dozen states that rely on the federal government to run their health insurance marketplaces. Kaye Pestaina, a vice president with KFF, said help like this is especially important for first-time shoppers who need to predict their income to get tax credit help.
That task can be especially challenging for seasonal workers or others who see their income fluctuate.
"That one-on-one assistance is going to be really important," Pestaina said. "It's not intuitive."
If navigators are not available, health insurance brokers or agents can help. They receive commissions paid by insurers, often a flat fee.

    
What you can do
Shoppers can get a sense for their options by checking their state marketplace. You can find that by visiting healthcare.gov.
Collins said people should start there, not Google. Search engine results could connect you with someone selling more limited, short-term insurance.
Fill out the application for tax credit help first, said Joshua Brooker, a Lancaster, Pennsylvania-based independent insurance agent.
That will tell you whether any help is available to you now. That assistance will automatically be updated if the enhanced tax credits are renewed.
"Doing that first application is not lost time," he said.
Then pick a plan. Look beyond the premium. Consider any deductibles you may have to pay, what doctors or hospitals are in the insurer's network and how any prescriptions would be covered.
Don't wait to see whether the extra tax credit debate is resolved. That may not happen during your enrollment window. If it does, you can revisit your choice. 
"You do have a mulligan," Brooker said.

    
Agents say many people procrastinate on insurance shopping. That can make it tougher to find help as sign-up deadlines approach.
"I have people every year either wait until the very last day to enroll or they miss the deadline entirely," said Shayla Teague, an insurance agent based in Anchorage, Alaska. "Make sure you have something in place, ready to go." 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/affordable-care-act-open-enrollment-health-insurance-c0994d92a726f4e068112d3bb6340d03



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Health

    US ice cream makers say they'll stop using artificial dyes by 2028
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                                        Ice cream makers representing about 90% of the U.S. supply of the frozen treat have pledged to remove artificial dyes from their products in less than three years, federal health officials said Monday. 
The move is the latest voluntary effort by food manufacturers to heed calls from the Trump administration to remove synthetic dyes over concerns about potential health effects. In recent weeks, companies including Nestle, Kraft Heinz and General Mills said they would pull artificial colors from their foods, too.
"This is a Renaissance moment for health in America," U.S. Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Marty Makary said at a news conference. 
About 40 makers of ice cream and frozen dairy desserts said they would remove seven petroleum-based dyes from their products by 2028, according to Michael Dykes, president of the International Dairy Foods Association. The colors are Red 3, Red 40, Green 3, Blue 1, Blue 2, Yellow 5 and Yellow 6. The trade group wouldn't identify the firms, although Turkey Hill Dairy chief executive Andy Jacobs joined the gathering. 

    
The national focus on artificial food dyes is "a good step to take," but officials should not ignore larger known contributors to chronic disease, including the added sugars and saturated fat commonly found in ice cream, said Deanna Hoelscher, a University of Texas nutrition expert. 



    
        




    




"Just taking out or changing the food dye source is not necessarily going to make it a healthy option," she said. "It still is a food that should be consumed in moderation."

    
    
    
However, Makary also hinted that new federal dietary guidelines, expected later this year, would challenge established links between saturated fat and heart disease, ending what he called "a 70-year demonization of natural saturated fat." 
The average American eats about 4 gallons of ice cream a year, the IDFA said. 
Health advocates have long called for the removal of artificial dyes from foods, citing mixed studies showing that they may cause some neurobehavioral problems, such as hyperactivity and attention problems, in some children. The Food and Drug Administration has maintained that approved dyes are safe and that "most children have no adverse effects" when consuming foods made with them. 

    
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has criticized the dyes and pressured manufacturers to remove them from foods. In their place, manufacturers should use dyes made from fruit juices, plant extracts and other sources, federal officials said. 
The FDA has approved new natural color additives in recent months, including a new blue color made from the fruit of the gardenia announced Monday. Gardenia (genipin) blue is approved for use in sports drinks, candies and certain other products, the agency said. 
Makary also sent a letter to food manufacturers on Monday that "encourages" them to speed up removal of the dye known as Red 3, which was banned in January. Food makers have until 2027 to remove the dye, which was found to cause cancer in laboratory rats, but not humans. 

    
Some food companies have said they will stop using artificial dyes, but relying on voluntary action rather than regulatory requirements won't guarantee compliance, said Thomas Galligan, a scientist with the Center for Science in the Public Interest, a consumer advocacy group. 
"Talk is cheap," Galligan said. "It's easy for companies to make promises to look like they're being compliant and generate goodwill among consumers and the Trump administration, but it remains to be seen if they will actually follow through."
___ 

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ice-cream-synthetic-dyes-e334d75f87238e57826bcb65f098ebe2



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Technology

    Zuckerberg, Chan shift bulk of philanthropy to science, focusing on AI and biology to curb disease




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg, right, speaks next to his wife, Priscilla Chan, co-founder and co-CEO of the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative (CZI), during an event at the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg, right, speaks next to his wife, Priscilla Chan, co-founder and co-CEO of the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative (CZI), during an event at the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg, right, speaks next to his wife, Priscilla Chan, co-founder and co-CEO of the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative (CZI), during an event at the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 5 | 
            Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg, right, speaks next to his wife, Priscilla Chan, co-founder and co-CEO of the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative (CZI), during an event at the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Priscilla Chan, co-founder and co-CEO of the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative (CZI), speaks during an event at the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            Priscilla Chan, co-founder and co-CEO of the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative (CZI), speaks during an event at the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. David Baker, Nobel laureate in chemistry, speaks during an event at the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            Dr. David Baker, Nobel laureate in chemistry, speaks during an event at the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Biohub Founding Technical Director Bridget Carragher speaks during a tour of the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            Biohub Founding Technical Director Bridget Carragher speaks during a tour of the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            BARBARA ORTUTAY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        REDWOOD CITY, Calif. (AP) -- For the past decade, Dr. Priscilla Chan and her husband Mark Zuckerberg have focused part of their philanthropy on a lofty goal -- "to cure, prevent or manage all disease" -- if not in their lifetime, then in their children's. But during that time, they also funded underprivileged schools, immigration reform and efforts around diversity, equity and inclusion.
Now, the billionaire couple is shifting the bulk of their philanthropic resources to Biohub, the pair's science organization, and focusing on using artificial intelligence to accelerate scientific discovery. The idea is to develop virtual, AI-based cell models to understand how they work in the human body, study inflammation and use AI to "harness the immune system" for disease detection, prevention and treatment. 
"I feel like the science work that we've done, the Biohub model in particular, has been the most impactful thing that we have done. So we want to really double down on that. Biohub is going to be the main focus of our philanthropy going forward," Zuckerberg said Wednesday evening at an event at the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, California. Three other Biohub institutes -- in New York, San Francisco and Chicago, focus on addressing different scientific challenges. 

    
Chan and Zuckerberg have pledged 99% of their lifetime wealth -- from shares of Meta Platforms, where Zuckerberg is CEO -- toward these efforts. Since 2016, when Biohub launched, they have donated $4 billion to basic science research, a figure that does not include operating expenses for running a large-scale computer cluster for life science research. The organization says it is now on track to double that amount over the next decade, with an operating budget of about $1 billion a year. 



    
        




    




Last week, singer Billie Eilish told an audience that included Chan and Zuckerberg that rich people should do more to address the world's problems. 

    
    
    
"Love you all, but there's a few people in here who have a lot more money than me," she said, to a smattering of applause. "And if you're a billionaire, why are you a billionaire? And no hate, but give your money away, shorties."

    
The Chan Zuckerberg Initiative, the couple's charitable organization, has been faced with criticism recently for curtailing its other philanthropic work. Earlier this year, it stopped funding grants related to diversity, equity and inclusion, immigration advocacy and other issues currently in the crosshairs of the Trump administration -- though the focus has been shifting to science and away from social issues for years, the couple says, long before the 2024 election.
"So we basically looked at the ecosystem of science funding and decided that the place that we can make the biggest impact was on tool development," Zuckerberg said. "And specifically working on long-term projects, 10 to 15 years, where the output of them was taking on a biological challenge that would produce a tool that scientists everywhere could use to accelerate the pace of science."

    
The organization earlier this year scrubbed its website's mentions of DEI, including a statement saying "People of color and marginalized communities have experienced a long history of exploitation in the name of scientific research, and indeed science has itself been deployed as a tool of oppression." 
"Going forward, Biohub will be our primary philanthropic effort and where we'll dedicate the vast majority of our resources," Zuckerberg and Chan said in a blog post Thursday. "We will continue our other philanthropic efforts as well, but the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative will serve as infrastructure and support for our initiatives." 
Zuckerberg and Chan's increased commitment to science research comes as the Trump administration has cut billions in scientific research and public health funding. 
Chan, who had worked as a pediatrician and treated children with rare diseases, says what she wanted "more than anything was a way to see what was happening inside their cells -- how genetic mutations were expressed in different cell types and what, exactly, was breaking down."

    
"Until now, that kind of understanding has been out of reach. AI is changing that. For the first time, we have the potential to model and predict the biology of disease in ways that can reveal what's gone wrong and how we can develop new treatments to address it," she said. 
On Thursday, Chan and Zuckerberg also announced that Biohub has hired the team at EvolutionaryScale, an AI research lab that has created large-scale AI systems for the life sciences. Alex Rives, EvolutionaryScale's co-founder, will serve as Biohub's head of science, leading research efforts on experimental biology, data and artificial intelligence. The financial terms were not disclosed. 
Biohub's ambition for the next years and decades is to create virtual cell systems that would not have been possible without recent advances in AI. Similar to how large language models learn from vast databases of digital books, online writings and other media, its researchers and scientists are working toward building virtual systems that serve as digital representations of human physiology on all levels, such as molecular, cellular or genome. As it is open source -- free and publicly available -- scientists can then conduct virtual experiments on a scale not possible in physical laboratories. 

    
Noting that Biohub launched when the couple had their first child, Chan listed off some of the organization's accomplishments, ranging from building the largest single-cell data set, contributing to one of the largest human cell maps, building sensors to measure inflammation in real-time in living cells and researching rare diseases.
That work continues, with a focus on using AI to advance biomedical research. 

"And to anchor it back onto the impact on patients, you know, why do this?" Chan said. "It's like, why is a virtual cell important? We have cured diseases for mice and for flies and for zebrafish, many, many times. And that's great. But we want to make sure that we are actually using biology to push the forefront of medicine for people -- and that is so promising." 
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    Gemini AI to transform Google Maps into a more conversational experience
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                                        Google Maps is heading in a new direction with artificial intelligence sitting in the passenger's seat.
Fueled by Google's Gemini AI technology, the world's most popular navigation app will become a more conversational companion as part of a redesign announced Wednesday.
The hands-free experience is meant to turn Google Maps into something more like an insightful passenger able to direct a driver to a destination while also providing nearby recommendations on places to eat, shop or sightsee, when asked for the advice.
"No fumbling required -- now you can just ask," Google promised in a blog post about the app makeover.
The AI features are also supposed to enable Google Maps to be more precise by calling out landmarks to denote the place to make a turn instead of relying on distance notifications.
AI chatbots, like Gemini and OpenAI's ChatGPT, have sometimes lapsed into periods of making things up -- known as "hallucinations" in tech speak -- but Google is promising that built-in safeguards will prevent Maps from accidentally sending drivers down the wrong road. 

    
All the information that Gemini is drawing upon will be culled from the roughly 250 million places stored in Google Maps' database of reviews accumulated during the past 20 years.



    
        




    




Google Maps' new AI capabilities will be rolling out to both Apple's iPhone and Android mobile devices.
That will give Google's Gemini a massive audience to impress -- or disappoint -- with its AI prowess, given the navigation app is used by more than 2 billion people around the world. Besides making it even more indispensable, Google is hoping the AI features will turn into a showcase that help gives Gemini a competitive edge against ChatGPT.


    
    
    
Prodded by OpenAI's release of ChatGPT in late 2022, Google has been steadily rolling out more of its own technology designed to ensure its products continue to evolve with the upheaval being unleashed by AI. The changes have included an overhaul of Google's ubiquitous search engine that has de-emphasized a listing of relevant web links in its results and increasingly highlighted AI overviews and conversational responses provided through an AI mode.
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    Microsoft: Russia, China increasingly using AI to escalate cyberattacks on the US
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Russia, China, Iran and North Korea have sharply increased their use of artificial intelligence to deceive people online and mount cyberattacks against the United States, according to new research from Microsoft.
This July, the company identified more than 200 instances of foreign adversaries using AI to create fake content online, more than double the number from July 2024 and more than ten times the number seen in 2023.
The findings, published Thursday in Microsoft's annual digital threats report, show how foreign adversaries are adopting new and innovative tactics in their efforts to weaponize the internet as a tool for espionage and deception.

    
AI's potential said to be exploited by US foes
America's adversaries, as well as criminal gangs and hacking companies, have exploited AI's potential, using it to automate and improve cyberattacks, to spread inflammatory disinformation and to penetrate sensitive systems. AI can translate poorly worded phishing emails into fluent English, for example, as well as generate digital clones of senior government officials.
Government cyber operations often aim to obtain classified information, undermine supply chains, disrupt critical public services or spread disinformation. Cyber criminals on the other hand work for profit by stealing corporate secrets or using ransomware to extort payments from their victims. These gangs are responsible for the wide majority of cyberattacks in the world and in some cases have built partnerships with countries like Russia. 



    
        




    




Increasingly, these attackers are using AI to target governments, businesses and critical systems like hospitals and transportation networks, according to Amy Hogan-Burney, Microsoft's vice president for customer security and trust, who oversaw the report. Many U.S. companies and organizations, meanwhile, are getting by with outdated cyber defenses, even as Americans expand their networks with new digital connections. 

    
    
    
Companies, governments, organizations and individuals must take the threat seriously if they are to protect themselves amid escalating digital threats, she said.
"We see this as a pivotal moment where innovation is going so fast," Hogan-Burney said. "This is the year when you absolutely must invest in your cybersecurity basics," 

    
US is a popular target
The U.S. is the top target for cyberattacks, with criminals and foreign adversaries targeting companies, governments and organizations in the U.S. more than any other country. Israel and Ukraine were the second and third most popular targets, showing how military conflicts involving those two nations have spilled over into the digital realm.
Russia, China and Iran have denied that they use cyber operations for espionage, disruption and disinformation. China, for instance, says the U.S. is trying to " smear " Beijing while conducting its own cyberattacks.
In a statement emailed to The Associated Press on Thursday, Iran's mission to the United Nations said Iran rejects allegations that it is responsible for cyberattacks on the U.S. while reserving the right to defend itself.

    
"The Islamic Republic of Iran does not initiate any form of offensive cyber operation against any state," the mission wrote in the statement. "However, as a victim of cyber operations, it will respond to any such threat in a manner proportionate to its nature and scale."
North Korea has pioneered a scheme in which it uses AI personas to create American identities allowing them to apply for remote tech jobs. North Korea's authoritarian government pockets the salaries, while the hackers use their access to steal secrets or install malware. 

It's the kind of digital threat that will face more American organizations in the years to come as sophisticated AI programs make it easier for bad actors to deceive, according to Nicole Jiang, CEO of Fable, a San Francisco-based security company that uses AI to sniff out fake employees. AI is not only a tool for hackers, but also a critical defense against digital attackers, Jiang said.
"Cyber is a cat-and-mouse game," she said. "Access, data, information, money: That's what they're after."
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    Take a 'stormcation' in the dramatic Faroe Islands, where James Bond died
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            While U.S. President Donald Trump has expressed interest in taking control of Greenland, Denmark's other self-governing territory -- the Faroe Islands -- has remained under his radar. But not so for tourists, who are arriving in large numbers on the remote archipelago in the north Atlantic, with a record 94,954 check-ins occurring last year at hotels, hostels and guesthouses, according to Statistics Faroe Islands. (AP video by Cara Anna, produced by Philipp Jenne and Annika Wolters)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tourists enjoy a view on Kalsoy Island at the Faroe Islands, Sept. 4, 2025. (AP Photo/Cara Anna)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            Tourists enjoy a view on Kalsoy Island at the Faroe Islands, Sept. 4, 2025. (AP Photo/Cara Anna)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The view from an Airbnb in Sydradalur on Kalsoy Island in Faroe Islands, Sept. 4, 2025. (AP Photo/Cara Anna)]
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[image: Tourists disembark from a ferry on Kalsoy Island in Faroe Islands, Sept. 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Cara Anna)]
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[image: A sign warns tourists in Gjogv at the Faroe Islands, Sept. 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Cara Anna)]
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[image: A map of the Faroe Islands is on display in Sydradalur, Faroe Islands, Sept. 4, 2025. (AP Photo/Cara Anna)]
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            By 
            CARA ANNA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        KALSOY ISLAND, Faroe Islands (AP) -- The tiny Faroe Islands in the north Atlantic could be a poor choice for travelers with vertigo, seasickness or a fear of enclosed spaces. There are crumbling cliffs, sudden gale-force winds and hillsides so steep that even the sheep can tumble.
Three tourists disappeared over two days in September. Police told the media their last locations were near a well-known waterfall that drops into the sea. Be careful, a shaken staffer at the site's entrance said days later. "Come back."
The risks come with landscapes so dramatic that one became the site for James Bond's end in "No Time to Die." Now the Faroe Islands, a self-governing territory under Denmark, like Greenland, are trying to handle a growing number of travelers also drawn by bird-watching, adventurous eating and "coolcations" as global temperatures rise.

    
Its sure-footed residents once hiked over mountain passes and maneuvered wooden boats onto rocky shores just to visit church or each other. Unlike tourists, they know when to stay away from hiking trails alongside unprotected cliffs, and how disorienting sudden fogs can be.
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[image: Tourists visit the Acropolis hill as the 5th century B.C. Parthenon temple, free of scaffolding, stands in the background in Athens, Sunday, Oct. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Photos of the unobstructed ancient Parthenon in Athens
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum shows an 1861 job-reference letter written by Abraham Lincoln for his young friend, William Johnson. (Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Abraham Lincoln letter seeking job for Black friend and valet now on display at presidential museum
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Sachin Surwase uses a microscope to view cells in the lab where he works on autoimmune research at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md., May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                There are more than 100 autoimmune diseases, and they mostly strike women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




"When you make a mistake here, nature usually wins," a food truck vendor at one popular site said.
It's easier than ever to learn that lesson while exploring the Faroe Islands, which for now are largely free of the zip-lined commercialization of one of its nearest neighbors, Iceland.

    
    
    
A growing network of undersea tunnels, including what's called the world's first undersea roundabout, are helping to link the 18 islands. Rugged isolation is giving way to smooth highways, and Airbnb has hundreds of listings among a population of over 50,000 people.
A new co-chairmanship of the Arctic Council is bringing more global visibility, along with a stunning run toward its first soccer World Cup.

    
'Closed for maintenance'
Authorities are trying to both encourage tourism and protect the Faroe Islands from it. A yearly "closed for maintenance" program began in 2019, with volunteers from around the world chosen to help with anti-erosion efforts, path upkeep and other work. The national museum later launched a project to protect lands and biodiversity.
And this year, the tourism office introduced self-navigating tours that steer visitors from the churned-mud trails of the most popular spots to lesser-known areas.
Tour routes are revealed online as you go along. One sends users to a seaside village that hosts a popular music festival, followed by a tiny botanical garden, a fjord-side memorial to a deadly shipwreck and a small forest plantation enjoyed by Faroese on the otherwise treeless islands.
The last leg was along a one-lane road that at times had no guardrail between its lack of shoulder and the drop to the sea. Sheep walked along one stretch, another reason for visitors to stay alert in the stunning surroundings. (There's a police number to call if a driver hits one.)
Visitors who love the outdoors can easily spend a week in the Faroe Islands cycling, fishing, trying an emerging sauna scene, eating sushi from locally farmed salmon and shopping for newly knitted wool sweaters. In the summer, boat tours include music concerts inside a sea cave or puffin-watching.
Winters are fierce -- a ferryman said a storm two years ago ripped the roof from an old house next to the AP's seaside rental cottage in Sydradalur -- but interest in the islands is starting to extend the peak tourist season into October.

    
Ferocious winds and bewildered sheep
Villages, especially in the wilder northern region, can have just a handful of residents. There are few tourist-focused businesses outside the capital, Torshavn, but the village of Gjogv has a welcoming guesthouse and cafe, and the village of Fuglafjordur has a charming main street and visitors' center. English is widely spoken and displayed.
Just be prepared for rain in the often-shifting weather, with webcams available from popular locations.
And mind the guidance, even scolding, that some Faroese have posted for tourists who overstep.
"Due to unmannerly behavior and lack of quietness on the graves, the cemetery is closed," said a sign on the church in the village of Saksun.

    
"Do not wash your shoes in the sink!" said a sign at the ferry stop on Kalsoy island. A worker at the island's unexpected Thai restaurant -- a sign of the small but growing migrant population -- estimated that about 200 tourists a day came to a much-photographed lighthouse there this summer.
The official Visit Faroe Islands doesn't hold back, either, as it balances the appeal of growing tourism with the responsibility of warning travelers. Finding equilibrium is a long practice in the nation whose fishing-dominated economy requires cordial ties with a range of countries including Russia and China.

"Stormcation," the Visit Faroe Islands site declares, but adds: "Ferocious wind can overturn cars, fling bicycles, wheelbarrows -- and sheep -- or anything else that's not anchored down."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/faroe-islands-travel-denmark-atlantic-693bb359268c42e80f5c0f7e8559743e
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                    Lifestyle

    Give caterpillars a 'soft landing' under your trees. The ecosystem will thank you




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: An Eastern Black Swallowtail caterpillar feeds on a fennel plant in Spring, Texas on Aug. 14, 2020. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)]
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[image: Leaves and small plants surround the base of trees at a garden in Westchester County, N.Y. on July 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Julia Rubin)]
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[image: An Eastern Tiger Swallowtail butterfly lands on a flower at the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge in Bloomington, Minn., on Aug. 8, 2005. (AP Photo/Jeff Christensen, File)]
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[image: Grasses grow under a grove of trees at the May Prairie State Natural Area in Manchester, Tenn., on Aug. 20, 2020. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)]
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            Grasses grow under a grove of trees at the May Prairie State Natural Area in Manchester, Tenn., on Aug. 20, 2020. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An Eastern Tiger Swallowtail perches on a flower at the 1782 Settlement Farm in Middlesex, Vt., on June 10, 2013. (AP Photo/Toby Talbot, File)]
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            By 
            JESSICA DAMIANO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        If you're like most well-intentioned gardeners, you might give a lot of thought to planting the "right" plants to nourish pollinators and other wildlife, with nectar, pollen, seeds and fruit. But have you given much thought to those animals' habitat?
In addition to sustenance, beneficial insects and critters need a safe home in which to rest, hide, breed and pupate.
One area crucial to their lifecycles is around the base of trees.
"We talk about the importance of (native) trees in creating the caterpillars that drive the food web," Doug Tallamy, entomologist and bestselling author of "Nature's Best Hope" and "Bringing Nature Home," told me the last time we spoke.
"But those caterpillars drop from the tree and they pupate in the ground. And how we landscape under those trees determines whether or not those caterpillars will survive," he said.
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[image: Tourists visit the Acropolis hill as the 5th century B.C. Parthenon temple, free of scaffolding, stands in the background in Athens, Sunday, Oct. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Photos of the unobstructed ancient Parthenon in Athens
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum shows an 1861 job-reference letter written by Abraham Lincoln for his young friend, William Johnson. (Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum via AP)]
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[image: Dr. Sachin Surwase uses a microscope to view cells in the lab where he works on autoimmune research at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md., May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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Giving caterpillars a 'soft landing'
So, how are we landscaping under our trees? Raise your hand if your grass goes right up to their trunks.
Instead, Tallamy says, "we want uncompacted areas where we're not walking, which means (planting) beds around our trees. If you're mowing or walking under them, you're squishing all those caterpillars."
Caterpillars feed birds, which provide pest-control services in our gardens by feeding thousands of insects each to their young every year. Caterpillars are also a crucial food source for reptiles and spiders. And they themselves eat up garden pests like aphids.

    
    
    
Later in life, they morph into moths and butterflies, becoming important pollinators for flowers, fruits and vegetables. Creating a so-called "soft landing" for them, while at the same providing habitat for native bees, fireflies, beetles and other beneficial insects, is essential for a healthy ecosystem. And it's easy to do in two simple steps.
How to do it

    

For starters, allow leaves to rest directly under trees, where they fall. Those pupating caterpillars will get cozy in their natural blanket, and you'll get a break from raking.
Next, plant groundcovers and other plants under the tree's canopy, which is the overhead area that extends along the width of the tree from branch tip to branch tip. "Choose plants that are going to support the food web, the ones that will share the most energy with other living things," Tallamy advises.
That means opting for ferns, woodland phlox, sedges and other native groundcovers, shrubs and perennials.
Plug your ZIP code into the National Wildlife Federation's native plant finder to learn which plants are best suited for your region, according to Tallamy's research.
___

Jessica Damiano writes weekly gardening columns for the AP and publishes the award-winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter. You can sign up here for weekly gardening tips and advice.
___
For more AP gardening stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/gardening.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/soft-landings-trees-caterpillars-insects-tallamy-946a41d1051387f9af70eef5ff0e93c8
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                    Lifestyle

    Slime, Battleship and Trivial Pursuit join the Toy Hall of Fame




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Astrid Rubens demonstrates the elasticity of homemade slime in her kitchen in St. Paul, Minn., June 21, 2017. (AP Photos/Jeff Baenen, File)]
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[image: A Trivial Pursuit game is displayed at the Toy Fair in New York's Javits Center, Oct. 2, 2023. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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            A Trivial Pursuit game is displayed at the Toy Fair in New York's Javits Center, Oct. 2, 2023. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by The Strong National Museum of Play on Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025, shows the games that will be inducted into the National Toy Hall of Fame for 2025 in Rochester, N.Y. (Evyn Morgan/The Strong National Museum of Play via AP)]
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            By 
            CAROLYN THOMPSON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Slime, that gooey, sticky and often-homemade plaything, was enshrined into the National Toy Hall of Fame on Thursday along with perennial bestselling games Battleship and Trivial Pursuit.
Each year, the Hall of Fame recognizes toys that have inspired creative play across generations, culling its finalists from among thousands of nominees sent in online. Voting by the public and a panel of experts decides which playthings will be inducted.
Milton Bradley's Battleship, a strategy game that challenges players to strike an opponent's warships, and Trivial Pursuit, which tests players' knowledge in categories like geography and sports, have each sold more than 100 million copies over several decades, according to the Hall of Fame.
Battleship started as a pencil-and-paper game in the 1930s, but it was Milton Bradley's 1967 plastic edition with fold-up stations and model ships that became a hit with the public. Its popularity crested when Universal Pictures and Hasbro, which now owns Milton Bradley, released the 2012 movie, "Battleship," loosely based on the game. Battleship was also among the first board games to be computerized in 1979, according to the Hall of Fame, and now there are numerous, electronic versions.

    
Trivial Pursuit lets players compete alone or in teams as they maneuver around a board answering trivia questions in exchange for wedges in a game piece. Canadian journalists Chris Haney and Scott Abbott came up with the game in 1979 and eventually sold the rights to Hasbro. Frequently updated, specialty versions have emerged for young players, baby boomers and other segments and an online daily quiz keeps players engaged, chief curator Chris Bensch said.
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[image: Tourists visit the Acropolis hill as the 5th century B.C. Parthenon temple, free of scaffolding, stands in the background in Athens, Sunday, Oct. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: This image provided by the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum shows an 1861 job-reference letter written by Abraham Lincoln for his young friend, William Johnson. (Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum via AP)]
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[image: Dr. Sachin Surwase uses a microscope to view cells in the lab where he works on autoimmune research at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md., May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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Slime's appeal is more about squish than skill. 

    
    
    
It was introduced commercially in 1976 and has been manufactured under various brand names, but it is even more accessible as a do-it-yourself project. The internet offers a variety of recipes using ingredients like baking soda, glue and contact lens solution. 

    
"Though slime continues to carry icky connotations to slugs and swamps -- all part of the fun for some -- the toy offers meaningful play," curator Michelle Parnett-Dwyer said, adding that it's also used for stress relief and building motor skills.
The honorees will be on permanent display at the Hall of Fame inside The Strong National Museum of Play in Rochester, New York.

This year's inductees were voted in over other nominees including the games Catan and Connect Four, the Spirograph drawing device, the "Star Wars" lightsaber, Furby and Tickle Me Elmo. They also beat out classics including scooters, cornhole and snow.
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                    Religion

    Divided Jewish leaders react with warnings and hope as New York elects Zohran Mamdani as mayor
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            Zohran Mamdani, the mayor-elect of New York City said Wednesday that "the hard work of improving New Yorker's lives starts now." He vowed that ICE agents will be held to the same standard of the law as civilians.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New York City mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani speaks during a news conference in the Queens borough of New York, Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Heather Khalifa)]
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            New York City mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani speaks during a news conference in the Queens borough of New York, Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Heather Khalifa)
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            DAVID CRARY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Within hours of  Zohran Mamdani's election as New York's first Muslim mayor, the Anti-Defamation League, which combats antisemitism, launched an initiative to track policies and personnel appointments of the incoming administration, part of a swift and harsh reaction from his Jewish critics. 
The ADL said Wednesday the goal is to "protect Jewish residents across the five boroughs during a period of unprecedented antisemitism in New York City."
Mamdani's main rival, former Gov. Andrew Cuomo, received about 60% of the Jewish vote, according to the AP Voter Poll, after a campaign that highlighted Mamdani's denunciations of Israel and kindled debate over antisemitism. About 3-in-10 Jewish voters supported Mamdani, the AP poll said.
A conservative pro-Israel newspaper, The Jewish Voice, depicted the city's Jewish community -- the largest in the U.S. -- as fearfully bracing for an "exodus." The two top leaders of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations labeled Mamdani's election "a grim milestone."

    
Jonathan Greenblatt, the ADL's national director, said Mamdani has "associated with individuals who have a history of antisemitism, and demonstrated intense animosity toward the Jewish state."



    
        




    




"We are deeply concerned that those individuals and principles will influence his administration at a time when we are tracking a brazen surge of harassment, vandalism and violence targeting Jewish residents and institutions," Greenblatt added. 

    
    
    
Jeremy Ben-Ami, president of the centrist pro-Israel group J Street, criticized the ADL and Conference of Presidents statements as he called for efforts to bridge divisions.
"The fearmongering we have seen from some Jewish institutions and leaders surrounding Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani is harmful, overblown and risks needlessly deepening divisions in the city and in our community," Ben-Ami said. "Our community's responsibility now is to engage constructively with the mayor-elect, not to sow panic or to demonize him."

    
Israel-Hamas war was a key election issue
Throughout his campaign, Mamdani was steadfast in his criticism of Israel's military conduct in Gaza, depicting it as genocide targeting Palestinians. But he welcomed Jewish supporters to his campaign, denounced the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attack on Israel, and denied suggestions from Cuomo that he was insufficiently opposed to antisemitism.
"We will build a City Hall that stands steadfast alongside Jewish New Yorkers and does not waver in the fight against the scourge of antisemitism," Mamdani declared at his victory celebration.
He reiterated that commitment again Wednesday in his first news conference since winning election, touting his plan to increase funding for hate crime prevention. "I take the issue of antisemitism incredibly seriously," he said.
Mamdani has described his pro-Palestinian views as "central" to his belief in a "universal system of human rights." But it was Cuomo who sought to make the race a referendum on Israel -- a strategy that some Democratic strategists say backfired as the war in Gaza shifted public views.

    
Leaders of the Reform Movement, representing the largest branch of U.S. Judaism, issued a nuanced statement after Mamdani was declared winner of what they called a "deeply polarizing campaign."
"In this moment, we urge the Jewish community to help lower the temperature, listen generously, and take steps to promote healing," the statement said. "We will hold the new mayor accountable to his commitments to protect Jewish communities and all New Yorkers, to confront antisemitism and every form of hate, and to safeguard civil rights and peaceful expression."
Amy Spitalnick, CEO of the Jewish Council for Public Affairs, urged Mamdani and Jewish leaders to work toward a common goal of "a strong, safe and inclusive city in which Jewish and all New Yorkers can thrive."
"This was an election in which Jews became a political football -- which did nothing to advance Jewish or any community's safety," Spitalnick said. "Rather, in so many ways, this election was used to validate the worst instincts and fears on both extremes."

    
Among the Jewish groups elated by Mamdani's win were IfNotNow, which has organized protests against Israel's military campaign in Gaza, and Bend The Arc: Jewish Action, which describes itself as a progressive Jewish advocacy group.
"Throughout this election, Donald Trump, Andrew Cuomo, as well as far too many out-of-touch Jewish leaders sought to weaponize antisemitism to divide Jews from our fellow New Yorkers," IfNotNow said. "As Zohran faced an onslaught of Islamophobia, we organized our Jewish communities and refused to succumb to that fearmongering."
 Jamie Beran, CEO of Bend the Arc, said the group "endorsed Zohran because we know a strong democracy is what keeps Jews the safest." 
"We plan to take this playbook to cities and towns across the nation and work with our Jewish communities to bridge divisions, see through smokescreens and take back Congress."

    
Mamdani will need to prove himself to some
A Hasidic Jewish civic leader, Zalman Friedman, had a mixed assessment of Mamdani's win.
"We are disappointed, and we are hopeful that he will make life better and not worse," said Friedman, a board member of the Crown Heights Jewish Community Council and part of the Chabad-Lubavitch community that is prominent in that Brooklyn neighborhood.
Friedman said he's wary of big-government solutions that Mamdani may promote, and hopes the new mayor focuses on public safety, lowering housing costs and supporting government funding for Jewish religious schools.
"We are resilient and resourceful and, thank God, we do have a lot of friends all over the world," he said. "We will survive this and we will thrive."
Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, one of the nation's most prominent Jewish politicians, said he's not comfortable with some of Mamdani's comments on Israel. 
"I've expressed that to him personally. We've had good private communications," Shapiro said. "I hope, as he did last night in his victory speech, that he'll be a mayor that protects all New Yorkers and tries to bring people together."
___
AP journalists Peter Smith in Pittsburgh, Jake Offenhartz in New York and Steve Peoples in Washington contributed.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Mamdani's historic win as New York City's mayor sparks excitement and hope among many US Muslims
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                                        Zohran Mamdani's historic election as New York City's first Muslim mayor has sparked excitement and hope among American Muslims. 
Many are relieved and proud that anti-Muslim vitriol directed at Mamdani during the campaign didn't discourage New Yorkers from voting for him. 
"For the first time in a very long time I feel hope -- as a Muslim, as a Democrat, as an American, as an immigrant," said Bukhtawar Waqas, who literally jumped for joy and called her father to celebrate. 
She said she attended Mamdani's victory speech and was reassured by the diversity of New Yorkers around her despite any challenges that may be ahead. 
Growing up, Waqas, a Pakistani American physician, never thought she'd see a Muslim become mayor of New York City. She said she gravitated toward Mamdani's messages to the working class and found his affordability vision to have wide resonance.

    
Mamdani won the vast majority of Muslim voters; about 9 in 10 Muslim voters supported him, according to the AP Voter Poll. They made up a very small group of voters in the city: about 4% of NYC voters were Muslim.
Mamdani, a democratic socialist who cast his win as a boon for blue-collar workers struggling to get by, has campaigned on an agenda that includes free buses, free child care and a rent freeze for rent-stabilized apartments. 
Not only the city's first Muslim mayor, he will be its first of South Asian heritage and the first born in Africa.

    
Lives shaped by 9/11's legacy 
His victory enables "a collective sigh of relief from Muslim New Yorkers, which would ripple across the country," said Sylvia Chan-Malik, who teaches about Islam in America at Rutgers University. "The legacy of 9/11 and the War on Terror has wholly shaped the lives of entire generations of Muslims in NYC and beyond." 
It also offers some reassurance that "there are many non-Muslims who see through the lies and distortions about Islam," she said.
Waqas said some of the vitriol Mamdani faced reminded her that Islamophobia "is certainly alive and well -- and it's heartbreaking."
During his speech, Mamdani said that "no more will New York be a city where you can traffic in Islamophobia and win an election."
Wa'el Alzayat, CEO of Emgage Action, a Muslim American advocacy organization that endorsed Mamdani, said the victory was a rebuke to those who stoke fear and spew anti-Muslim bigotry. Calling it a historic moment, he said Mamdani "won on the issues," including affordability. 
Given 9/11 and its aftermath, it's hard to overstate the symbolic weight of Mamdani's win, said Youssef Chouhoud, who teaches political science at Christopher Newport University.
"It sends a powerful message that Muslims are not just part of this nation's civic fabric, we help shape it," Chouhoud said. "For years, American Muslims have worked to show that we belong in this society. Mamdani is showing that we belong in the halls of power, and that we're ready to lead." 

    
A shift from outsiders to insiders
Muslims make up a small but racially and ethnically diverse percentage of Americans. In the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, many have faced hostility, mistrust, questions about their faith and doubts over their Americanness. In the years since, many have also organized, built alliances and wrote their own nuanced narratives about their identities.
"The bigger story here is how a community once seen mainly as outsiders or even scapegoats has steadily built political capital and visibility," even as some tensions remain, said Chouhoud. "With every gain comes pushback."
With Mamdani's win, Chouhoud said he keeps "thinking about all those young immigrant boys and girls throughout New York who will be standing just a bit taller."
New York City resident Ibtesam Khurshid, a Bangladeshi American, is proud that Mamdani succeeded "without betraying any part of his identity." She is excited that her children will "witness that a South Asian Muslim can lead our great city."
His win speaks to New York's open-mindedness and diversity, she said, adding she hopes his visibility and that of other Muslim politicians can further shatter stereotypes. 

    
Many Mamdani supporters and detractors will be watching whether he delivers on his promises. Before Mamdani, 34, won a stunning upset over former New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo in June's Democratic primary, he was a state lawmaker unknown to most New Yorkers. Cuomo, who also ran against him in Tuesday's general election, has argued Mamdani was too inexperienced. 
"I will wake each morning with a singular purpose: To make this city better for you than it was the day before," Mamdani promised in his victory speech.

    
Israel-Hamas war a factor in New York election
Takiya Khan, who canvassed for Mamdani, said a candidate's faith and ethnicity have no bearing on her voting decisions, but his support of Palestinian rights and ideas for New York City were a significant draw.
Positions on Israel and its war in Gaza were points of contention during the race, with some of Mamdani's detractors assailing him over his vehement criticism of Israel 's military actions and other related stances. 
Khan said Mamdani's victory may be impactful. Also on Tuesday, Democrat Ghazala Hashmi became the first Muslim and first Indian American to win statewide office in Virginia. 
"That could be a catalyst for more Muslim mayors, more Muslim politicians to be in office and we need that representation because America is a country for everybody," she said. 
New York voter Ismail Pathan, an Indian American, was heartened by the support Mamdani received from so many who "don't look like him." 
"The United States is a country of different cultures. That's what makes us incredible," Pathan said. "Being able to -- especially as I'm about to have a child and bring them into the world -- to say, 'Oh look, a Muslim man was elected mayor in New York,' how incredible of a thing is that?" 
___
Associated Press writer Linley Sanders in Washington contributed to this report. 
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Pope Leo calls for 'deep reflection' about treatment of detained migrants in the United States
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- Pope Leo XIV called for "deep reflection" in the United States about the treatment of migrants held in detention, saying that "many people who have lived for years and years and years, never causing problems, have been deeply affected by what is going on right now."
The Chicago-born pope was responding Tuesday to a range of geopolitical questions from reporters outside the papal retreat at Castel Gandolfo, including what kind of spiritual rights migrants in U.S. custody should have, U.S. military attacks on suspected drug traffickers off Venezuela and the fragile ceasefire in the Middle East.
Leo underlined that scripture emphasizes the question that will be posed at the end of the world: "How did you receive the foreigner, did you receive him and welcome him, or not? I think there is a deep reflection that needs to be made about what is happening."

    
He said "the spiritual rights of people who have been detained should also be considered,'' and he called on authorities to allow pastoral workers access to the detained migrants. "Many times they've been separated from their families. No one knows what's happening, but their own spiritual needs should be attended to,'' Leo said. 



    
        




    




Leo last month urged labor union leaders visiting from Chicago to advocate for immigrants and welcome minorities into their ranks.
Asked about the lethal attacks on suspected drug traffickers off Venezuela, the pontiff said the military action was "increasing tension,'' noting that they were coming even closer to the coastline.

    
    
    
"The thing is to seek dialogue,'' the pope said.
On the Middle East, Leo acknowledged that the first phase of the peace accord between Israel and Hamas remains "very fragile,'' and said that the parties need to find a way forward on future governance "and how you can guarantee the rights of all peoples.''
Asked about Israeli settler attacks on Palestinians i n the West Bank, the pope described the settlement issue as "complex,'' adding: "Israel has said one thing, then it's done another sometimes. We need to try to work together for justice for all peoples.''

Pope Leo will receive Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas at the Vatican on Thursday. At the end of November he will make his first trip as Pope to Turkey and Lebanon.
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    Aerolineas de EEUU aceleran las cancelaciones de vuelos debido al cierre del gobierno
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                                        Las aerolineas estadounidenses comenzaron a cancelar cientos de vuelos el jueves debido a la orden de la Administracion Federal de Aviacion de reducir el trafico en los aeropuertos mas concurridos del pais a partir del viernes por el cierre del gobierno.
Mas de 760 vuelos programados para ese dia ya fueron cancelados de los horarios de las lineas aereas, segun FlightAware, un sitio web que rastrea los vuelos. La cifra es cuatro veces mayor al total diario del jueves, y probablemente seguira incrementandose.
Los 40 aeropuertos seleccionados por la FAA (siglas en ingles de la administracion de aviacion) abarcan mas de una veintena de estados e incluyen centros de conexiones como Atlanta, Dallas, Denver, Los Angeles y Charlotte, Carolina del Norte, segun una lista distribuida a las aerolineas. En algunas zonas metropolitanas, entre ellas Nueva York, Houston, Chicago y Washington, varios aeropuertos se veran afectados.

    
La FAA indico en su orden oficial publicada el jueves por la noche que las reducciones comenzaran con un 4% el viernes y aumentaran al 10% para el 14 de noviembre. Estaran en vigor entre las 6 de la manana y las 10 de la noche, hora local, y afectaran a todas las aerolineas comerciales.



    
        




    




La decision de reducir el servicio en los mercados de "alto volumen" es para mantener la seguridad de los viajeros, ya que los controladores de trafico aereo han mostrado indicios de desgaste durante el cierre. La medida se toma en un momento en que el gobierno del presidente Donald Trump aumenta la presion sobre los democratas en el Congreso para poner fin a dicho cierre.

    
    
    
"Con continuos retrasos y escasez impredecible de personal, que estan generando fatiga, el riesgo esta aumentando aun mas, y a la FAA le preocupa la capacidad del sistema para mantener el volumen actual de operaciones", dice la orden.

    
    
    
Apenas unas horas antes de que las reducciones entraran en vigor, las aerolineas se apresuraban a decidir donde implementar los recortes. American Airlines informo que redujo en un 4% sus itinerarios en los aeropuertos mencionados a partir del viernes y hasta el lunes, lo que representa aproximadamente 220 cancelaciones diarias, y desde alli aumentaria hasta alcanzar el objetivo del 10%. La linea aerea indico que su itinerario internacional se mantendria sin cambios.
Los viajeros con planes para el fin de semana y fechas posteriores aguardaban nerviosos para ver si sus vuelos despegaran segun lo programado. Algunos viajeros comenzaron a cambiar o cancelar sus itinerarios de manera preventiva.

    
Los recortes de vuelos podrian afectar a aerolineas mas pequenas
Las restricciones tambien se aplican a un subconjunto de aerolineas mas pequenas que operan vuelos charter programados. Los vuelos internacionales no tienen que ser reducidos, segun la FAA.
Algunas aerolineas planean enfocarse en reducir rutas hacia y desde ciudades pequenas y medianas.
"Esto va a tener un impacto notable en todo el sistema de transporte aereo de Estados Unidos", senalo Henry Harteveldt, analista del sector.
Los recortes de vuelos --efectuados apenas unas semanas antes de la ajetreada temporada navidena-- ya estan influyendo en que los viajeros cambien sus planes o examinen otras opciones.

    
Fallon Carter cancelo su vuelo del viernes desde Nueva York a Tampa, Florida, donde planeaba pasar el fin de semana en la playa. Estaba preocupada por poder regresar a Long Island para la boda de su mejor amiga, en la que sera dama de honor.
"No se si podre llegar. ?Estare en casa?", expreso.
La FAA esta imponiendo las reducciones de vuelos para aliviar la presion sobre los controladores de trafico aereo, quienes estan trabajando sin goce de sueldo desde que comenzo el cierre el 1 de octubre, ante lo cual han faltado a trabajar con mayor frecuencia. La mayoria hace horas extras obligatorias seis dias a la semana, lo que les deja poco tiempo para aceptar un segundo empleo que les ayude a pagar las facturas, a menos que no acudan a laborar.
En las ultimas semanas, la FAA ha retrasado vuelos cuando faltan controladores en los aeropuertos.

    
Las aerolineas reorganizan sus horarios
Las lineas aereas indicaron que intentarian reducir al minimo el impacto sobre los clientes, algunos de los cuales sufriran alteraciones en sus planes de viaje de fin de semana, y se les avisara con poca antelacion.
United, Delta Air Lines y American Airlines senalaron que ofreceran reembolsos a los pasajeros que decidan no volar, incluso si compraron boletos que normalmente no son reembolsables.
El director de Frontier Airlines recomendo que los viajeros adquieran boletos de respaldo con otra aerolinea para no quedarse varados.
Los recortes tambien podrian interrumpir las entregas de paquetes, debido a que en la lista aparecen dos aeropuertos con importantes centros de distribucion: FedEx opera en el aeropuerto de Memphis, Tennessee, y UPS en Louisville, Kentucky, donde esta semana se desplomo un avion de carga.
Los recortes podrian afectar hasta 1.800 vuelos --o a mas de 268.000 pasajeros-- por dia, segun una estimacion de Cirium.
Las aerolineas estan acostumbradas a cancelar miles de vuelos con poca antelacion por condiciones meteorologicas adversas, pero la diferencia ahora es que estos recortes durante el cierre del gobierno seran por tiempo indefinido, hasta que mejoren los datos de seguridad.

    
El cierre ya esta presionando al sistema de vuelos
El cierre esta poniendo una tension innecesaria sobre el sistema y danando la confianza en la experiencia de viaje aereo en Estados Unidos, comento en un comunicado Geoff Freeman, presidente y director general de la Asociacion de Viajes de Estados Unidos.
Kelly Matthews, quien vive en Flat Rock, Michigan, y vuela todas las semanas, indico que ha cancelado la mayoria de sus proximos viajes, y entiende por que los empleados federales de los aeropuertos han dejado de presentarse a laborar.
"No puedes esperar que la gente vaya a trabajar cuando no han recibido un cheque de pago durante mas de un mes", apunto. "No es que no quieran hacer el trabajo, pero no les alcanza para pagar la gasolina, la guarderia y todo lo demas".
Se agudiza la falta de controladores
El pasado fin de semana ocurrieron algunos de los problemas de personal mas agudos desde que comenzo el cierre.
Desde el viernes hasta el domingo por la noche, al menos 39 instalaciones de control de trafico aereo reportaron posibles limitaciones de personal, segun un analisis de la AP de los planes de operaciones compartidos a traves del Centro de Comando del Sistema de Control de Trafico Aereo. La cifra, que probablemente sea menor a la real, esta muy por encima del promedio de los fines de semana antes del cierre gubernamental.
___

Los periodistas de The Associated Press Wyatte Grantham-Philips en Nueva York, Safiyah Riddle en Montgomery, Alabama, y Christopher L. Keller en Albuquerque, Nuevo Mexico, contribuyeron a este despacho.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/eeuu-cierre-gobierno-aviacion-vuelos-aeropuertos-faa-9a5a46e3e9ed7f59dd40dd069e110d43



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Climate

    Interpol anuncia nueva lucha global contra la deforestacion




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: ARCHIVO - Varias cabezas de ganado transitan por un area deforestada ilegalmente en una reserva extractiva cerca de Jaci-Parana, en el estado de Rondonia, Brasil, el 12 de julio de 2023. (AP Foto/Andre Penner, Archivo)]



        

        
        
            
                    ARCHIVO - Varias cabezas de ganado transitan por un area deforestada ilegalmente en una reserva extractiva cerca de Jaci-Parana, en el estado de Rondonia, Brasil, el 12 de julio de 2023. (AP Foto/Andre Penner, Archivo)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            POR 
            STEVEN GRATTAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Read in English 
            

        
    

                                        BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) -- Interpol y organismos asociados iniciaron el miercoles un esfuerzo global de aplicacion de la ley dirigido a desmantelar las redes criminales detras de la tala ilegal, el trafico de madera y la mineria ilicita de oro, que impulsan la deforestacion a gran escala y generan cada ano miles de millones de dolares en ganancias ilicitas.
El esfuerzo, anunciado antes de la cumbre climatica COP30 de la ONU en Brasil, se centrara en los bosques tropicales de Brasil, Ecuador, Indonesia, Papua Nueva Guinea y Peru.
"Los criminales ganan miles de millones saqueando los bosques del planeta", afirmo en un comunicado el secretario general de Interpol, Valdecy Urquiza. "La unica manera de detenerlos es a traves de una accion decidida de aplicacion de la ley y una fuerte cooperacion internacional".
Esta fase del Programa de Asistencia a las Fuerzas del Orden para Reducir la Deforestacion Tropical (LEAP, por sus siglas en ingles) fue anunciada en Rio de Janeiro durante la Cumbre Global Unidos por la Vida Silvestre. Esta encabezada por Interpol, la organizacion policial internacional que ayuda a las autoridades nacionales a coordinar y compartir inteligencia, junto con la Oficina de las Naciones Unidas contra la Droga y el Delito (UNODC, por sus siglas en ingles). Esta financiada por la Iniciativa Internacional de Clima y Bosques, un organismo noruego.

    
El anuncio se produce despues de una importante ofensiva efectuada la semana pasada en la Cuenca del Amazonas, en la que la policia brasilena, apoyada por Interpol, destruyo mas de 270 dragas mineras ilegales que operaban en el rio Madeira. Las autoridades dijeron que las redadas asestaron un duro golpe a los grupos criminales vinculados a redes de contrabando de oro que se extienden por Brasil, Bolivia y Peru.



    
        




    




La directora ejecutiva de la UNODC, Ghada Waly, senalo que la deforestacion ilegal "debilita el estado de derecho y financia el crimen organizado", y anadio que la iniciativa conjunta busca garantizar que los infractores rindan cuentas, al tiempo que se da apoyo a los sistemas de justicia y a las comunidades locales.

    
    
    
Iniciado en 2018, el LEAP evoluciono desde el mapeo de rutas de trafico de madera hasta la coordinacion de investigaciones transfronterizas y la incautacion de millones de dolares en madera y minerales ilicitos. En las operaciones lideradas por Interpol en America Latina se han descubierto cientos de crimenes ambientales y se ha realizado la destruccion de cientos de dragas mineras ilegales de oro en la Amazonia brasilena, asi como decenas de arrestos en nueve paises por tala y trafico de vida silvestre.

    
Su nueva fase amplia ese trabajo para hacer frente a la mineria ilegal en la Cuenca del Amazonas, que es actualmente una de las causas principales de deforestacion y contaminacion por mercurio, y para mejorar el intercambio de inteligencia entre las agencias de aplicacion de la ley.
___

La cobertura climatica y ambiental de The Associated Press recibe apoyo financiero de multiples fundaciones privadas. La AP es la unica responsable de todo el contenido. Encuentra los estandares de la AP para trabajar con organizaciones filantropicas, una lista de las fundaciones y las areas de cobertura que financian en AP.org.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    World News

    Marcha de Generacion Z contra nuevo presidente de Peru deja un fallecido y mas de 100 heridos




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Un manifestante antigubernamental rocia a la policia con pintura roja cerca del Congreso durante una protesta contra el presidente interino Jose Jeri, el miercoles 15 de octubre de 2025, en Lima, Peru. (AP Foto/Martin Mejia)]
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                                        LIMA (AP) -- Miles de jovenes peruanos marcharon el miercoles para exigir la renuncia del presidente interino, Jose Jeri, y de los legisladores, ademas de la derogacion de leyes que, segun creen, favorecen la delincuencia. Casi a medianoche, las autoridades reportaron la muerte de un civil y al menos 100 heridos, la mayoria de ellos policias.
Los manifestantes, entre los que habia organizaciones autodenominadas Generacion Z, quemaron frente al Congreso un violin gigante de carton cubierto por una banda presidencial y lanzaron fuegos artificiales a la policia, que respondio con gases lacrimogenos y perdigones, segun presencio The Associated Press.
Aunque la Generacion Z se corresponde con menores de 30 anos, las protestas en Peru incluyen tambien a sindicalistas y familiares de civiles muertos en las manifestaciones de 2022 y 2023.
La Defensoria del Pueblo confirmo que el cantante de hip hop Eduardo Ruiz, de 32 anos, llego muerto a un hospital de Lima con una herida de bala, mientras que 24 manifestantes mas sufrieron contusiones. El ministro del Interior, Vicente Tiburcio, indico que habia 80 policias heridos. Seis periodistas recibieron el impacto de perdigones y otros cuatro fueron agredidos por la policia, segun la Asociacion Nacional de Periodistas.

    
La vispera, Jeri nombro primer ministro a Ernesto Alvarez, un exjuez ultraconservador activo en redes sociales que cerro sus cuentas en X e Instagram antes de juramentar. Alvarez dijo que la Generacion Z peruana es una "banda que quiere tomar por asalto la democracia" y que no representa a la juventud que estudia y trabaja.



    
        




    




El primer ministro tambien afirmo que esta generacion es "heredera" del Movimiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaru, un grupo peruano al que Estados Unidos califico como terrorista hasta 2001. Ademas, apunto que "la violencia en la protesta es reprimible para restablecer el orden". 

    
    
    
El presidente lamento la muerte del manifestante. Alvarez no se ha pronunciado al respecto.

    
Algunos manifestantes llevaban banderas negras con un simbolo del anime japones "One Piece" --una calavera pirata con un sombrero de paja--, como ocurrio en protestas similares contra los gobiernos de Nepal, Madagascar, Filipinas, Indonesia y Marruecos.
En una plaza de Lima donde suelen celebrarse protestas, el electricista David Tafur, de 27 anos, cubria su espalda con la bandera negra. "El caso mio es la indignacion por el abuso de autoridad, la corrupcion, las muertes", manifesto, y recordo como las cifras de asesinatos subieron de 676 casos en 2017 hasta 2.082 en 2024.
Tafur dijo que decidio acudir a la manifestacion luego de enterarse de la convocatoria en TikTok, y senalo que sintio cautivado por la historia del pirata Monkey D. Luffy, un personaje del anime japones que se enfrenta a gobiernos corruptos. 
"Luchamos por lo mismo, contra los corruptos, que ademas aqui son asesinos", declaro recordando que el gobierno de la expresidenta Dina Boluarte se mantuvo en el poder desde diciembre de 2022 pese a mas de 500 protestas en su contra y 50 manifestantes muertos.

    
Boluarte fue destituida el viernes luego que los principales partidos en el Congreso le retiraron el apoyo a falta de medio ano para las elecciones generales, en las que se elegira a 130 diputados, 60 senadores y un nuevo presidente. Jeri, un legislador de 38 anos, la reemplazo de forma interina.
En la misma plaza limena, otros levantaban carteles que decian "Protestar es un derecho, asesinar es un delito". Una mujer llevaba un letrero con la frase "De una asesina a un violador, la misma porqueria" para criticar el cambio de gobierno.
Jeri era el presidente del Congreso y habia llegado al puesto luego de un acuerdo entre los principales partidos, que apoyaron a Boluarte durante todo su gobierno. Por ese motivo, varios expertos lo consideran una continuacion del gobierno de la expresidenta.
Pero las criticas contra Jeri se han incrementado tambien porque enfrento una investigacion por presunta violacion tras ser denunciado por una mujer. La fiscalia archivo la pesquisa en agosto, pero continua para otro hombre que acompanaba a Jeri el dia en que habrian ocurrido los hechos. En la protesta, mas de 20 mujeres vestidas con camisetas blancas y faldas rojas gritaban "El violador es Jeri" o "Jeri es violin", en referencia a una jerga en la que violin significa violador.

    
Los manifestantes tambien criticaron que, mientras fue legislador, Jeri voto a favor de al menos seis leyes que, segun sostienen, debilitan la persecucion de la delincuencia. Esas normas eliminan la detencion preliminar en casos sin flagrancia, impiden procesar a partidos politicos como grupos criminales, elevan los requisitos para confiscar bienes a grupos delictivos y dificultan la colaboracion eficaz y los allanamientos.
En la ciudad de Juliaca, Judith Cruz, una estudiante de 23 anos, dijo a reporteros que marchaba por todos los jovenes. 

    
"Defendemos tus derechos para que no te amenacen cuando quieras tener un emprendimiento", indico llamando la atencion sobre el repunte en las extorsiones, que aumentaron de 2.305 en 2020 hasta 21.746 en 2024, segun la fiscalia.
"Tambien queremos que dejen de criminalizar las protestas", anadio Cruz.
Las manifestaciones de la Generacion Z de Peru empezaron hace un mes y se caracterizaron por celebrarse los fines de semana. En un principio pretendian cambios en la ley de pensiones, que obligaba a los mas jovenes a realizar aportaciones, lo cual reducia aun mas sus escasos ingresos.
Finalmente, el Congreso anulo los aportes obligatorios para los jovenes.
"Luego del tema de las pensiones llegaron varios malestares detras, que tienen que ver con la inseguridad, con como se ha ido destrozando la capacidad estatal en el Peru y con la corrupcion", apunto Omar Coronel, profesor de sociologia de la Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Peru, que estudia las protestas.

Coronel indico que los jovenes de la Generacion Z en Peru no estan ideologizados, suelen informarse en las redes sociales, y rechazan profundamente a las elites autoritarias.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/peru-generacion-z-jovenes-manifestacion-jose-jeri-0de8f213b86104664edd6602ad56e96d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    World News

    Empresa de transporte noruega encuentra vulnerabilidades de seguridad en autobuses hechos en China




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: En la imagen, proporcionada por Ruter AS, un autobus Yutong, propiedad de la operadora noruega de transporte publico Ruter, durante una prueba del sistema de comunicacion del vehiculo, el 14 de agosto de 2025, en Sandvika, Noruega. (Eilif Swensen/Ruter AS via AP)]
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                                        OSLO, Noruega (AP) -- Un destacado operador de transporte publico noruego anuncio que introducira requisitos de seguridad mas estrictos y reforzara las medidas contra el hacking despues de que una prueba en nuevos autobuses electricos fabricados en China mostrara que el fabricante podria apagarlos de forma remota.
La operadora de transporte Ruter dijo que los resultados de las pruebas, publicados la semana pasada, mostraron que el fabricante chino de autobuses Yutong Group tenia acceso a sus sistemas de control para realizar actualizaciones de software y diagnosticos. "En teoria, esto podria ser aprovechado para afectar el autobus", senalo.
Las pruebas, realizadas con autobuses conducidos en minas subterraneas para eliminar senales externas, se llevaron a cabo en autobuses Yutong completamente nuevos y en vehiculos de tres anos de antiguedad hechos por el fabricante de autobuses holandes VDL, informo la empresa. Indico que las pruebas mostraron que los autobuses holandeses no tenian la capacidad de realizar actualizaciones de software por aire, mientras que los autobuses fabricados en China si.

    
Hasta el miercoles, Yutong no habia respondido a las solicitudes de comentarios de The Associated Press.



    
        




    




El diario The Guardian, que informo sobre el tema, cito una declaracion de la empresa china en la que decia que "cumple estrictamente" con las leyes y normas de los lugares donde operan sus vehiculos. En la declaracion se indica que los datos sobre sus autobuses se almacenan en Alemania.

    
    
    
El diario cito a un portavoz no identificado de Yutong, quien indico que los datos estan encriptados y se "utilizan unicamente para el mantenimiento relacionado con el vehiculo, la optimizacion y la mejora para satisfacer las necesidades de servicio postventa de los clientes".
Segun el sitio web de Yutong, en las ultimas decadas, la empresa ha vendido decenas de miles de vehiculos en Europa, Africa, America Latina y la region de Asia-Pacifico.
El estudio se realizo, en parte, por preocupaciones sobre la vigilancia, en un momento en que muchos paises de Europa, America del Norte y otras regiones han tomado medidas para proteger los datos sobre los consumidores y las operaciones remotas.

    
Preocupaciones sobre el control remoto de vehiculos electricos
Los hallazgos mostraron que "el fabricante tiene acceso digital directo a cada autobus individual para realizar actualizaciones de software y diagnosticos", dijo Ruter, que opera la mitad del transporte publico de Noruega y opera en Oslo y la region oriental de Akershus, segun declaraciones de la empresa.
Las preocupaciones sobre el control remoto de vehiculos electricos no son nuevas: en enero, los reguladores de Estados Unidos abrieron una investigacion sobre vehiculos Tesla tras recibir informes de accidentes relacionados con el uso de tecnologia de la empresa que permite que los conductores manejen remotamente su vehiculo para que regrese a ellos, o se desplace a otra ubicacion, usando una aplicacion de telefonia movil.
Los autobuses Yutong son operados por personas, no son vehiculos autonomos como los taxis y otros vehiculos que operan en lugares como California y China.
"Tras esta prueba, Ruter pasa de la preocupacion al conocimiento concreto sobre como podemos implementar sistemas de seguridad que nos protejan contra actividades no deseadas o el hackeo de los sistemas de datos del autobus", dijo el CEO de Ruter, Bernt Reitan Jenssen, en un comunicado.

    
Los autobuses no pueden ser operados remotamente
Las camaras de los autobuses no estan conectadas a internet, por lo que "no hay riesgo de transmision de imagenes o videos desde los autobuses", dijo Ruter, que tiene mas de 100 autobuses Yutong en su flota. Los vehiculos no pueden ser operados remotamente, afirmo.
Aun asi, la empresa dijo que el fabricante puede acceder al sistema de control para el suministro de bateria y energia a traves de la red movil. Senalo que eso significa que, en teoria, los autobuses "pueden ser detenidos o dejados inoperables por el fabricante".
La empresa noruega dijo que ha respondido con la imposicion de reglas de seguridad mas estrictas en futuras adquisiciones, desarrollando cortafuegos que aseguren el control local y prevengan el hackeo, y trabajando con las autoridades en "requisitos claros de ciberseguridad".


    
Tambien ha tomado medidas para retrasar las senales entrantes, "de forma que podamos obtener informacion sobre las actualizaciones que se envian antes de que lleguen al autobus".
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Senado de EEUU rechaza iniciativa para limitar la capacidad de Trump de atacar Venezuela




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: El senador democrata Tim Kaine habla con la prensa sobre las intenciones de Donald Trump en politica exterior, en particular sobre Venezuela, el jueves 6 de noviembre de 2025, en Washington. (AP Foto/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- El Senado de Estados Unidos rechazo el jueves una iniciativa de ley que habria limitado la capacidad del presidente Donald Trump para lanzar un ataque contra Venezuela, mientras los democratas presionan al Congreso para que asuma un papel mas firme en la campana de Trump contra el mandatario venezolano Nicolas Maduro.
Los legisladores, incluidos miembros de la cupula republicana, han exigido que el gobierno de Trump les proporcione mas informacion sobre los ataques de las fuerzas armadas estadounidenses contra botes en el Caribe y el oceano Pacifico oriental a los que acusa de transportar drogas. Pero la votacion del jueves, que en esencia impediria un ataque en territorio venezolano sin obtener primero la autorizacion del Congreso, mostro hasta donde estan dispuestos a llegar los senadores republicanos para permitir que el gobierno de Trump siga acumulando fuerzas navales en la region.

    
"El presidente Trump ha tomado medidas decisivas para proteger a miles de estadounidenses de narcoticos letales", dijo el senador republicano Jim Risch, presidente de la Comision de Relaciones Exteriores del Senado.



    
        




    




La iniciativa practicamente no tenia posibilidad alguna de ser promulgada, en parte porque necesitaria de la firma del propio Trump, pero aun asi permitio a los democratas presionar a sus colegas republicanos sobre las amenazas de Trump contra Venezuela. La legislacion fue rechazada con una votacion de 49 a favor por 51 en contra.

    
    
    
"No deberiamos ir a la guerra sin un voto del Congreso. Las vidas de nuestras tropas estan en juego", dijo el senador democrata Tim Kaine, quien impulso la legislacion, en un discurso en el pleno.

    
    
    
Las fuerzas navales de Estados Unidos siguen construyendo una presencia inusualmente significativa en el Caribe, que incluye el despliegue de su portaaviones mas avanzado, lo que lleva a muchos a la conclusion de que las intenciones de Trump van mas alla de solo interceptar barcos que transportan cocaina.

    
"Es realmente un secreto a voces que esto va mucho mas alla de un posible cambio de regimen", destaco el senador democrata Adam Schiff, quien tambien impulso la resolucion. "Si esa es la direccion que toma el gobierno, si eso es a lo que nos estamos arriesgando --involucrarnos en una guerra--, entonces el Congreso necesita ser escuchado en este tema".
A medida que la oposicion ha aumentado en el Capitolio, el gobierno de Trump ha incrementado los informes sobre la campana en el Caribe, incluyendo el envio tanto del secretario de Estado, Marco Rubio, como del secretario de Defensa, Pete Hegseth, a una sesion informativa clasificada el miercoles para lideres del Congreso sobre los ataques contra embarcaciones. Los funcionarios dieron detalles sobre la informacion de inteligencia que se utiliza para atacar a los barcos y permitieron a los senadores revisar la argumentacion legal para los ataques, pero no discutieron si lanzarian un ataque directamente contra Venezuela, segun los legisladores en la reunion.
Aun asi, los democratas, junto con el senador republicano Rand Paul, han aprovechado la inquietud entre los republicanos al forzar una votacion sobre el potencial de un ataque a Venezuela bajo la Resolucion de Poderes de Guerra de 1973, que fue disenada para reafirmar el poder del Congreso sobre una declaracion de guerra.
Una votacion anterior sobre poderes de guerra relacionada con los ataques contra lanchas en aguas internacionales fracaso el mes pasado con una votacion de 48-51, pero Kaine dijo que esperaba atraer a mas republicanos con una resolucion que solo se refiere a ataques contra Venezuela.

    
Algunos republicanos estan incomodos con la campana en el Caribe
El liderazgo republicano presiono el jueves para asegurarse de que la legislacion fracasara, y muchos senadores republicanos expresaron su apoyo a la campana de Trump, que ha matado a por lo menos 66 personas en 16 ataques conocidos.
El senador Lindsey Graham, un aliado de Trump, argumento en un discurso en el pleno que la Ley de Poderes de Guerra daba a los legisladores demasiado poder sobre las decisiones militares, y que el Congreso tiene otros medios para controlar las decisiones del presidente.
"Me gusta la idea de que nuestro comandante en jefe le diga a las organizaciones narcoterroristas que no solo son una organizacion terrorista extranjera, sino que cuando se involucran en amenazas a nuestro pais --una lancha llena de drogas con destino a Estados Unidos--, vamos a acabar con ustedes", dijo Graham.
Pero todavia habia varios senadores considerando cuidadosamente su voto.
El senador republicano Thom Tillis, quien voto en contra de la resolucion, manifesto que ha tenido sus dudas sobre la campana. Senalo que era costoso cambiar la ubicacion de despliegue de un portaaviones y cuestiono si esos fondos podrian usarse mejor en la frontera sur de Estados Unidos para detener el trafico de fentanilo.
Tillis dijo que si la campana continua por varios meses mas, "entonces tenemos que tener una discusion real sobre si estamos participando en algun tipo de guerra hibrida".

    
Aun asi, los democratas argumentaron que el gobierno de Trump estaba utilizando una defensa legal endeble para una campana militar que esta poniendo en riesgo a las tropas estadounidenses y la reputacion de la nacion. El senador Jack Reed, el principal democrata en la Comision de Servicios Armados del Senado, acuso a Trump de participar en "violencia sin un objetivo estrategico" mientras no toma acciones que realmente abordarian el contrabando de fentanilo.

Sin embargo, Kaine tambien reconocio que habia algun riesgo en forzar la votacion porque podria dar un visto bueno tacito a Trump para lanzar un ataque directo.
____
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Que saber tras los argumentos de la Corte Suprema sobre los aranceles de Trump




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: El presidente de Estados Unidos, Donald Trump, interviene en un acto para anunciar nuevos aranceles, en la Rosaleda de la Casa Blanca, el 2 de abril de 2025, en Washington. (AP Foto/Mark Schiefelbein, archivo)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- El gobierno de Donald Trump recibio el miercoles una fria recepcion en la Corte Suprema, donde la mayoria de los jueces cuestionaron el novedoso uso que el presidente hizo de una ley de poderes de emergencia para imponer aranceles a nivel mundial.
El alto tribunal, con tres jueces nombrados por Trump y generalmente favorables a un poder presidencial fuerte, podria determinar que el mandatario excedio su autoridad.
Es la primera politica de Trump que se somete a la corte para una decision definitiva y las implicaciones son enormes, tanto politica como financieramente.
El republicano ha hecho de los aranceles una pieza clave de su politica economica y exterior, y afirmo que seria un "desastre" que la Corte Suprema fallara en su contra.
A continuacion, algunas cosas que saber sobre los argumentos acerca de los aranceles en la Corte Suprema.



    
        




    




Jueces conservadores y liberales plantean preguntas dificiles
Una posible mayoria en un fallo contra los aranceles uniria, casi con toda seguridad, a los tres jueces liberales de la corte y al menos a dos conservadores.
Amy Coney Barrett y Neil Gorsuch, ambos nombrados por Trump, y el presidente de la Corte, John Roberts, parecian ser los mas propensos a fallar en contra del presidente.
La Constitucion otorga al Congreso la potestad de imponer aranceles, pero Trump ha invocado un poder extraordinario para actuar sin la aprobacion del Capitolio al declarar emergencias nacionales en virtud de la Ley de Poderes Economicos de Emergencia Internacional de 1977.

    
    
    
En febrero, se acogio a la ley para imponer aranceles a Canada, Mexico y China, alegando que el flujo ilegal de migrantes y drogas a traves de la frontera estadounidense constituia una emergencia nacional y que los tres paises necesitaban hacer mas para detenerlo.
En abril, impuso aranceles a nivel mundial despues de declarar que los prolongados deficits comerciales del pais eran "una emergencia nacional".

    
Pero Roberts no parecia convencido de que Trump tuviera ese poder. La ley "nunca antes se ha utilizado para justificar aranceles. Nadie ha argumentado que lo haga hasta este caso en particular", dijo Roberts al procurador general, D. John Sauer.
Los aranceles gravan las importaciones y Gorsuch senalo que le preocupaba la idea de que el Congreso pudiera ceder su poder sobre los impuestos al presidente. "El poder de meter la mano en los bolsillos del pueblo estadounidense es diferente y lo ha sido desde la fundacion", senalo Gorsuch, en una referencia a cuando las disputas sobre impuestos ayudaron a desencadenar la Revolucion estadounidense.
Un rayo de esperanza para Trump
Tanto Barrett como Roberts hicieron preguntas que indicaban al menos cierta inquietud sobre como deberia resolverse el caso, y los jueces Brett Kavanaugh, Samuel Alito y Clarence Thomas tambien podrian apoyar a la Casa Blanca. 
Kavanaugh dirigio a Sauer algunas preguntas amables sobre los aranceles del 10% a nivel mundial impuestos por el presidente Richard Nixon bajo un predecesor de la ley ahora invocada que utilizaba un lenguaje muy similar.
Entender los aranceles de Nixon, que fueron confirmados por un tribunal de apelaciones pero nunca llegaron a la Corte Suprema, "es realmente importante para decidir correctamente en este caso".

    
Barrett y Kavanaugh se centraron en los argumentos presentados por los demandantes de que Trump podria ordenar un embargo comercial completo, pero no imponer aranceles ni del 1% bajo la ley de emergencia.
"?No parece que tendria sentido, entonces, que el Congreso quisiera que el presidente usara algo que fuera (...) una remedio mas suave que cerrar completamente el comercio como palanca para tratar de lograr que una nacion extranjera hiciera algo?", pregunto Barrett.

    
Los jueces podrian tomar una decision mas rapido de lo normal
El tribunal acepto escuchar el caso en septiembre y programo la sesion para menos de dos meses despues. El rapido giro, al menos segun los estandares de la Corte Suprema, sugiere que intentara actuar con rapidez. 
Los casos de alto perfil pueden tardar medio ano o mas en resolverse, a menudo porque las opiniones mayoritarias y discrepantes pasan por varias rondas de revision.

Pero el alto tribunal puede actuar con rapidez cuando la presion de los plazos lo exige. Recientemente, emitio su fallo apenas una semana despues de escuchar los argumentos en el caso de TikTok, confirmando por unanimidad una ley que requeria que la popular aplicacion de redes sociales fuera prohibida a menos que fuera vendida por su empresa matriz china. Trump ha intervenido varias veces para evitar que la ley entre en vigor mientras continuan las negociaciones con China.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/corte-suprema-trump-aranceles-eeuu-c4d8077e8c26ba3497c0ef35a270008c
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