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As Hours Dwindled Before Flight Cuts, the Government Was Publicly Mum

Airlines did not wait for an announcement, notifying passengers and airports of expected changes before the Trump administration made official its list of affected airports.

The lack of instruction from the Trump administration for most of Thursday fueled angst among would-be travelers. Stephanie Scarbrough/Associated Press



By Karoun Demirjian, Christine Chung and Niraj Chokshi



Nov 07, 2025 at 02:08 AM

As travelers waited in suspense on Thursday to learn whether their flights would be among those canceled starting Friday morning, the government agencies behind the mandatory cuts to air traffic spent most of the day in silence.

Only on Thursday evening, with barely 10 hours to go until the first cuts were to take effect, did the Transportation Department and Federal Aviation Administration make official which 40 airports would be affected. But by that time, airlines, trade groups and, in some cases, news outlets had already taken matters into their own hands, notifying airports and passengers of expected changes.

The lack of instruction from the Trump administration for most of the day fueled angst among would-be travelers, who were left to repeatedly hit the refresh button on their bookings, and airport operators, who remained in limbo for hours as they awaited news of what the impact might look like.

The uncertainty also amplified political recriminations, with administration critics saying the cuts appeared to be more about pressuring Democrats to end the government shutdown than aiding flight safety and relieving air traffic controllers, who have worked without pay for more than a month.

"This is a political move by the Trump administration to try to force Democrats to accede to their budget and priorities, which cut health care and nutritional benefits," Representative Steve Cohen of Tennessee, the top Democrat on the House subcommittee overseeing federal aviation, said in a statement Thursday.

But Mr. Duffy reiterated in a statement accompanying the list of affected airports on Thursday evening that the decision, which airline officials and analysts have called unprecedented, was not about politics.

"It's about assessing the data and alleviating building risk in the system as controllers continue to work without pay," Mr. Duffy said.

The announcement said the cuts would roll out gradually, affecting only 4 percent of air traffic at the affected airports on Friday and building to 10 percent by Nov. 14.

With just hours before the Friday morning rush, airlines appeared relatively untroubled by the looming cuts, which experts said would likely amount to only minor disruptions for most major carriers. But to administration critics, that only reinforced the idea that the "radical" changes administration officials had announced on Wednesday were mostly for show.

"New Yorkers bracing for canceled flights and hectic airports will have the latest G.O.P. shutdown stunt to blame," Sean Butler, a spokesman for Gov. Kathy Hochul of New York, said in a statement.

The announcement of the coming cuts on Wednesday followed warnings by Mr. Duffy that the air travel system was headed for "mass chaos" by next week, when disgruntled air traffic controllers -- some of whom have taken on supplementary jobs to make ends meet -- are bracing for a second missed payday.

Last Friday, the national airspace came close to chaos when 35 facilities experienced significant controller absences, known as staffing triggers, on a day marked by bad weather, creating long delays at many of the country's major airports.

But the new restrictions are coming at the end of a week that has been remarkably functional, with the F.A.A. posting only a handful of notices about staffing triggers -- and no major delays resulting from them.

Still, allies of the Trump administration insisted Thursday that the national airspace was on the brink of disaster, blaming Democrats for playing a potentially deadly game by refusing to back the G.O.P.'s pitch to fund the government without any preconditions.

"The safety data that the F.A.A. relies on to keep the system safe was blinking red," Senator Ted Cruz, Republican of Texas and the chairman of the panel that oversees federal aviation, said on Capitol Hill, adding, "There's too many key staffers calling out because they're not getting paid."

The National Air Traffic Controllers Association has insisted that its members are showing up to work despite the added stress of working without remuneration through the shutdown, and remain committed to keeping the skies safe.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/06/us/politics/flight-cuts-government-airports-faa.html
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Judge Orders Trump Administration to Fully Fund Food Stamps This Month

A federal judge rebuked the administration for the way it tried to fund only partial benefits to food stamp recipients.

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, also known as SNAP or food stamps, provides aid to about one in eight Americans. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times



By Tony Romm
Reporting from Washington


Nov 06, 2025 at 09:19 PM

A federal judge ordered the Trump administration on Thursday to fund food stamps in full for roughly 42 million low-income Americans, after admonishing the government for delaying aid under the nation's largest anti-hunger program during the shutdown.

The order, issued by Judge John J. McConnell Jr. of the U.S. District Court for the District of Rhode Island, marked his second legal rebuke of the administration for actions that threatened to leave millions of Americans at risk of financial hardship.

Reading his directive from the bench after a short but tense hearing, Judge McConnell sharply criticized the administration for ignoring his original order last week to quickly restart payments for SNAP, or food stamps. He attributed the delay, in part, to an attempt by President Trump and his aides to disrupt the program "for political reasons."

At one point, Judge McConnell pointed to comments by Mr. Trump, who had threatened this week to halt all food stamp payments until the end of the shutdown. While the White House later tried to walk back those remarks, the judge still saw the president's ultimatum as evidence he had failed to comply with court instructions.

"This should never happen in America," the judge said, as he warned that millions of poor families could go hungry in the absence of reliable federal aid. He gave the government until Friday to make the SNAP payments.

Spokespeople for the White House, the Agriculture Department and the Justice Department did not immediately respond to requests for comment.

The ruling, for now, marked a victory for cities, religious groups and nonprofits, which had sued the Trump administration in a bid to sustain the food stamp program. It provides aid to about one in eight Americans -- but it stood to shutter entirely in November after the White House refused to fund benefits.

By its own admission, the Agriculture Department had ample funds to continue the program. But it took the intervention of two federal courts, including an order by Judge McConnell, before Mr. Trump's deputies moved to restart food stamp payments.

Shortly after the judge's first directive, the Trump administration announced it would provide partial payments under SNAP this month. But many local officials quickly objected to what they saw as a set of punitive and needlessly complex rules, warning that the work to implement them could delay food stamp payments for weeks.

Many families stood to receive nothing this month because of the way that the Agriculture Department had required states to calculate benefits. While the agency admitted late Wednesday that it had made a mistake, and updated its policies, the change only further bogged down the food stamp program.

That prompted local leaders to return to court this week, seeking to force the government to tap additional leftover funds so that it could pay SNAP benefits in full and without delay. Kristin Bateman, a lawyer representing cities and nonprofits that had sued, accused the administration of trying to "leverage people's hunger to gain partisan political advantage."

Roughly two dozen states have also sued the Trump administration in a bid to force the release of SNAP benefits. On Thursday, they told a federal court in Massachusetts that the government's actions would "lead to unnecessary, and in some cases, substantial, delays" -- and they asked a judge to require the Agriculture Department to fund benefits fully.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/06/us/politics/snap-food-stamps-shutdown-trump.html
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Supreme Court Clears Way for Trump Transgender Passport Policy

A lower court judge had temporarily blocked the administration's policy requiring that passports reflect sex as found on an original birth certificate.

"Displaying passport holders' sex at birth no more offends equal protection principles than displaying their country of birth," wrote the justices who signed the emergency order. Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times



By Abbie VanSickle
Reporting from Washington


Nov 06, 2025 at 08:37 PM

The Supreme Court cleared the way on Thursday for the Trump administration to stop issuing passports that include gender identity markings selected by applicants.

The emergency order, which will remain in place as the case makes its way through the lower courts, marked the latest victory for President Trump before the Supreme Court.

The case, Trump v. Orr, stems from a Trump administration policy to change gender requirements for passport holders. The policy has been blocked since June, when a federal court temporarily stopped the administration from enforcing it while the court case continued.

No vote count was given, as is typical in such cases, but the majority offered four paragraphs of reasoning for granting the administration's request.

"Displaying passport holders' sex at birth no more offends equal protection principles than displaying their country of birth -- in both cases, the government is merely attesting to a historical fact without subjecting anyone to differential treatment," the justices who sided with the Trump administration wrote in an unsigned order.

Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson wrote a dissent, and she was joined by the court's two other liberals, Justices Elena Kagan and Sonia Sotomayor.

Justice Jackson wrote that it had become "routine" for the Trump administration to seek emergency relief from the justices after lower courts block its policies, adding: "As is also becoming routine, this court misunderstands the assignment."

She said that the government had found "an obliging audience" for its efforts to change the passport rules among the Supreme Court justices.

Justice Jackson explained that she would have rejected the government's request because "the documented real-world harms to these plaintiffs obviously outweigh the government's unexplained (and inexplicable) interest in immediate implementation of the passport policy."

Jon Davidson, senior counsel for the American Civil Liberties Union's LGBTQ & HIV Project, which challenged the Trump administration policy, said in a statement that the court ruling was "a heartbreaking setback for the freedom of all people to be themselves, and fuel on the fire the Trump administration is stoking against transgender people and their constitutional rights."

The case arose in the early days of Mr. Trump's second term as a legal challenge to an executive order signed by the president on his first day back in office. That order prompted the State Department to rescind longstanding policies allowing transgender people to update gender markers on their travel documents.

The mandate from the president was one of several intended to limit government recognition of transgender status, including orders barring transgender soldiers from the military, requiring the Bureau of Prisons to house female transgender prisoners in men's prisons, and ending transgender medical treatments for federal inmates.

The State Department's passport policies have grown more permissive since the agency issued its first directive on the subject in 1971. At the time, passports did not include a sex marker. In the late 1970s, the department began to include them on passports, a move that the government then attributed to the rise of unisex fashion and hair styles.

The State Department began allowing transgender people to obtain passports with updated sex markers in the 1990s, so long as they provided evidence of having undergone gender transition surgery. That requirement was rescinded in 2010, under then-Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, and the department began asking only that transgender passport applicants provide a doctor's letter affirming that they had received "appropriate clinical treatment for gender transition."

In 2021, the State Department issued the first passport with a gender-neutral marker -- an "x." The following year, the Biden administration announced a policy allowing passport applicants to select any gender marker.

The A.C.L.U. challenged the Trump administration's reversal of the passport policy, bringing a lawsuit in federal court in Massachusetts on behalf of seven people who claimed they had not been able to obtain passports that matched their gender identity because of the new policy, or that they would be harmed by the policy when renewing their passports.

In the lawsuit, the A.C.L.U. argued that the policy violated the Constitution's right to travel and right to privacy, as well as the equal protection clause that requires that people be treated the same under the law. The group also claimed that the policy violated the passport holders' First Amendment rights, compelling transgender, nonbinary and intersex passport holders to go along with the government's "ideologically-infused message that their sex is what the executive order defines it to be."

In June, a federal judge in Massachusetts ordered the State Department to allow people whose gender identity is different from their sex assigned at birth to self-identify on their passports while the legal case proceeded.

On Sept. 4, a panel of appeals court judges unanimously upheld the lower court's decision.

Weeks later, the Trump administration filed an emergency request with the Supreme Court, asking it to step in and clear the way for the new State Department policy to take effect.

In the emergency application, D. John Sauer, the solicitor general, argued that "private citizens cannot force the government to use inaccurate sex designations on identification documents that fail to reflect the person's biological sex -- especially not on identification documents that are government property and an exercise of the president's constitutional and statutory power to communicate with foreign governments."

Lawyers from the A.C.L.U., which represents the plaintiffs, responded that "classifying people based on sex assigned at birth and exclusively issuing sex markers on passports based on that sex classification" would deprive people of "a usable identification document and the ability to travel safely."

In a brief to the court, the A.C.L.U. lawyers asserted that their clients sought "the same thing millions of Americans take for granted: passports that allow them to travel without fear of misidentification, harassment or violence."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/06/us/politics/supreme-court-transgender-passport.html
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The Florentine Diamond Resurfaces After 100 Years in Hiding

A legendary jewel of the Hapsburg dynasty -- not seen since 1919 and thought lost, stolen or recut -- has actually been safe in a Canadian bank for decades.

Video: 



By Robin Pogrebin



Nov 06, 2025 at 10:01 AM

In 1918, as World War I was ending, Charles I -- the emperor of Austria-Hungary and a member of the Hapsburg dynasty -- sensed the end of the empire.

Charles, a nephew of Franz Ferdinand, whose assassination had incited the conflagration, recognized mounting threats from Bolsheviks and anarchists. To safeguard jewels that the ruling Hapsburgs had owned for centuries, he had them transported to Switzerland.

One gem in the collection was a particular prize, a 137-carat diamond admired not only for its pear shape and yellow hue but also for its illustrious history. Before the Hapsburgs (for which The Times uses the older English spelling), it had been owned by the Medici family, the rulers of Florence.

The diamond's allure only grew when, soon after Charles and his family left Vienna for exile in Switzerland, it was thought to have disappeared.

For decades, it was rumored to have been stolen, or perhaps recut. Several films and novels, such as "The Imperfects," have anchored their plot on its disappearance.

The diamond is noteworthy not only for its color and size but also for its ownership, which stretches back to the Medicis of 17th-century Italy. Nasuna Stuart-Ulin for The New York Times


But the real story of what happened to the diamond, now told for the first time by the descendants of Charles I, is that it never really went missing. It's been in a bank vault in Canada since the family fled there in the midst of World War II, according to three Hapsburg relatives who last month invited The New York Times to inspect the diamond and other jewels.

Karl von Habsburg-Lothringen, 64, a grandson of Charles I, said in an interview that the secret had been kept out of respect for Charles's wife, the Empress Zita. She told only two people -- her sons Robert and Rodolphe -- about the diamond's location, he said, and asked that, as a security precaution, it be kept undisclosed for 100 years after Charles's death in 1922. Before they died, the brothers passed the information to their own sons, according to the family.

In the ensuing years, if anyone asked about the diamond, the family said it declined to respond out of a desire to guard the jewel.

"The less people know about it, the bigger the security," said Mr. von Habsburg-Lothringen, whose family prefers the original spelling of the Habsburg name. He said he had only recently learned of the existence of the jewels from his two cousins -- Robert's son, Lorenz von Habsburg-Lothringen, 70, and Rodolphe's son, Simeon von Habsburg-Lothringen, 67.

Examining the jewels for the first time are, from left, Simeon von Habsburg-Lothringen, Karl von Habsburg-Lothringen, Christoph Kochert and Lorenz von Habsburg-Lothringen. Nasuna Stuart-Ulin for The New York Times


"Over the years, I am sure all of us has been asked at one time or another" about the diamond, Karl von Habsburg-Lothringen said. "For me, I was not even aware of the existence of the diamond until recently so it was easy to answer those questions honestly."

But now, with the vow fulfilled, the family wants to display the Florentine Diamond and other jewels in Canada to thank the country for taking in the empress and her children.

"It should be part of a trust here in Canada," Mr. Habsburg-Lothringen said. "It should be on exhibition in Canada sometimes, so that people can actually see those pieces."

On a recent rainy afternoon, the family gathered at the bank in Canada where the jewels have long resided in a vault. Standing with his two cousins around a table, Mr. Habsburg-Lothringen slowly opened the battered suitcase put before them. Gingerly, he removed the yellowed paper in which each jewel was wrapped, eventually coming to the diamond itself, still glittering and arresting.

Video: 


All three men now live in Europe, and this was the first time they had actually viewed the diamonds. The Florentine Diamond was wrapped separately from the others, but it could be set into a large, jeweled brooch that was among the items.

Christoph Kochert of A.E. Kochert jewelers, once Austria's imperial court jewelers, examined the diamond and attested to its authenticity.

"Its cut pattern corresponds almost exactly to representations in historical sources," he said in a statement. Citing additional factors, he added, "All of this gives me certainty that this is the genuine, historical 'Florentine Diamond.'"

Here is a summary of the factors that led me to this conclusion:

1. The stone fits into its setting.
2. Its weight of 137.17 ct corresponds to historical sources.
3. Its authenticity as a diamond was confirmed by an appropriate electronic device.
4. Its cut corresponds to historical sources.

Signed by Christoph Kochert


The collection includes a number of other items of jewelry, including a diamond-encrusted Order of the Golden Fleece, the house order of the Hapsburg family.

Karl Habsburg-Lothringen said he was most moved by the medal commemorating the order, founded in 1430 in Bruges, Belgium, by Philip the Good, Duke of Burgundy.

"That's something where I'm very much ingrained into the history of it and the role it played for the family," he said.

With the extinction of the male Medici line, the Florentine Diamond became the property of the House of Habsburg-Lorraine, established in 1736 through the marriage of Francis Stephen and Archduchess Maria Theresa of Austria, the parents of Marie Antoinette. The diamond adorned Francis Stephen's crown during his coronation as Holy Roman Emperor in 1745. The house produced every Holy Roman Emperor from 1440 to 1806, with the exception of the brief Wittelsbach interregnum of 1742-45. And the family provided emperors of Austria from 1804 to 1918.

Charles I, the last emperor of Austria, and his wife, Empress Zita, at their coronation in 1916. Hulton Archive/Getty Images


"The Hapsburgs are the greatest dynasty of modern history -- the history of Central Europe revolves around them," said Richard Bassett, an associate fellow of Christ's College, Cambridge, who has written a book on the Hapsburgs and whom the family commissioned to write a report on the diamond's history.

After Charles I died from pneumonia in Madeira, where the family had moved from Switzerland, Empress Zita and her children relocated to Spain, and then to Belgium in 1929.

As tensions built across Europe, Zita and her eldest son, Crown Prince Otto, vigorously opposed the growing Nazi threat, and Otto offered his services to the increasingly fragile Austrian First Republic as it struggled to remain independent of the Third Reich.

When the Nazis annexed Austria in 1938, an event known as the Anschluss, Otto was declared an enemy of the state. Concerned that Germany was about to invade Belgium, Zita fled with her eight children, ultimately arriving in the United States in 1940, according to the family.

The empress, family members said, carried the jewels with her in a small cardboard suitcase. Finally, with American help, the family traveled to Canada and settled in a modest house in the province of Quebec.

"My grandmother felt very safe -- she could breathe finally," Karl von Habsburg-Lothringen said. "I assume that, at that stage, the little suitcase went into a bank safe, and that was it. And in that bank safe, it just stayed."

In 1953, Zita returned to Europe and left the jewels in the care of the Quebec bank. She died in Switzerland in 1989 at 96.

"I think she wanted to make sure that it was not in her lifetime," Karl von Habsburg-Lothringen said of the jewels' resurfacing. "I have the feeling she was very glad that some important objects of the family are something that she had saved. That was historically very important for her, because she was somebody who was thinking very much in historic terms."

The rumored disappearance of the Florentine Diamond has long spawned speculation.

"One theory holds that the Hapsburgs, much like the Romanovs following the Russian Revolution, sold the diamond and other possessions for cash," an article in Artnet offered last year, "after which it was cut up and sold to unknown buyers."

"A more hopeful but less likely hypothesis," the article went on, "holds that the Florentine Diamond wasn't sold at all, but given to a Hapsburg servant who took it to South America, and that it's still out there -- somewhere."

There is even a Florentine Diamond brand of perfume. ("An alluring and sophisticated fragrance," says the London manufacturer Thameen, "weaving the intoxicating tuberose with rich cocoa undertones.")

Some in the gemology world suspected that the diamond had been recut to conceal its identity -- similar to what is feared to have happened to the jewels recently stolen from the Louvre. When a yellow diamond, roughly half the size of the Florentine, surfaced at auction in 1981, many jumped to the conclusion that it had most likely come from the missing gem.

Video: 


Just how rumors of the diamond's disappearance originated is unclear; the family says it did not start them. As far back as 1921, The Washington Post reported the diamond as "missing" and offered thoughts on what might have happened to it.

Mr. Bassett's report says the jewels that Charles I took with him were listed in a separate inventory from the state crown jewels of the Hapsburg monarchy. He said this position -- that items taken by the family were the private property of the Habsburg-Lorraine house -- was confirmed by a legal advocate for the imperial family in 1921, when the Austrian government put pressure on the Swiss government for their return.

While the First Austrian Republic enacted legislation in 1919 that expropriated the Hapsburg family's private property in Austria, Mr. Bassett said it did not apply to the jewels because by that time they were outside Austria.

Signage at the Imperial Treasury museum in Vienna, he pointed out, refers to the gems that Charles took with him into exile as those that had been "inventoried as personal jewellry."

On Thursday, in response to the Times story, Andreas Babler, Austria's vice chancellor and minister of culture, released a statement announcing an "immediate review" to determine whether the jewel is government property. "If it turns out that the Florentine Diamond is the property of the Republic of Austria," he said, "I will initiate the process of returning the jewel. My office is also already in contact with the Austrian Embassy in Canada."

The family says it wants to display the diamond at a Canadian museum in the next few years. But there is no plan to sell the diamond, it said, and the family declined to speculate on the jewel's monetary value.

"It's an extraordinary achievement to have managed to preserve it for 100 years actually incognito," Mr. Bassett said. "It's an astonishing tribute to the Empress Zita's practical determination. And she was a very practical woman."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/06/arts/design/florentine-diamond-resurfaces-hapsburg.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Pelosi Plans to Retire in 2027 After 39 Years in Congress

Representative Nancy Pelosi, the only female House speaker, said she will not run for re-election. She wielded immense power and became a Democratic icon, while she was demonized by conservatives.

Video: Pelosi Plans To Retire In 2027 After 39 Years in Congress

Representative Nancy Pelosi, the nation's only female House speaker, announced her decision to retire after 39 years in Congress. Her legacy includes the passage of Obamacare, advocating for HIV/AIDS patients and fund-raising for Democrats.


By Heather Knight
Reporting from San Francisco


Nov 06, 2025 at 02:01 PM

Representative Nancy Pelosi announced on Thursday that she will retire when her term concludes in early 2027, ending a remarkable career in which she rose to become one of the most powerful women in American history.

Ms. Pelosi, 85, was the nation's first and only female House speaker, and she will have represented San Francisco in Congress for 39 years when she leaves office. She has served during an era of seismic change for American society and her own city, from the throes of the AIDS crisis to the legalization of gay marriage, and through the meteoric rise of the tech sector and the nation's extreme polarization.

She entered political office later in life and became a hero to Democrats for the way she wielded immense power to push Obamacare, climate change legislation and infrastructure programs through Congress.

"With a grateful heart, I look forward to my final year of service as your proud representative," she told her constituents in a nearly six-minute video posted on X early Thursday morning, with clips of San Francisco's iconic cable cars and colorful Victorian homes flashing in the background.

"My message to the city I love is this: San Francisco, know your power," she continued. "We have always led the way, and now we must continue to do so by remaining full participants in our democracy and fighting for the American ideals we hold dear."

Ms. Pelosi, who likes to use the phrase "resting is rusting," led the House Democrats for 20 years, eight of which she spent as speaker. She has also been a prodigious fund-raiser and raised more than $1.3 billion for Democratic campaigns, according to her aides.



Ms. Pelosi made history as the first and only woman to serve as House speaker. Erin Schaff/The New York Times


But she was reviled by conservatives, who painted her as the scary embodiment of liberal San Francisco values and blamed her for what they considered the nation's decline. 

She has been a chief irritant to President Trump, even to this day, calling him "a vile creature" in a CNN interview that aired this week. She presided over two of his impeachment votes in the House. And he has called her "Crazy Nancy," with no sense of fondness for his foe.



Her Democratic colleagues said she was unlike any other politician with whom they had worked. Jackie Speier, a Bay Area Democrat who served in the House for 15 years, said that Ms. Pelosi would go down in history "as the most consequential speaker ever."

"She has a command, a presence. All eyes turn to her," Ms. Speier said.

Her retirement had been grist for the local and national political rumor mill for several years, and younger Democrats grew increasingly eager to run for her seat. They feared, however, that it would be folly to challenge one of the most powerful politicians in modern history.

Ms. Pelosi, for her part, told CNN days ago that she had no doubt she would win re-election if she were to run for another term.

Still, the overwhelming defeat Democrats suffered last year in the congressional and presidential races has prompted soul-searching within the party -- and louder calls for older Democrats to step down and make way for new politicians with fresh ideas.

The race to succeed Ms. Pelosi was already shaping up to be a fierce one before she announced her retirement. Scott Wiener, a Democratic state senator from San Francisco who is a champion of housing construction, and Saikat Chakrabarti, who worked as Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez's chief of staff, have already announced they were running for the seat -- with or without Ms. Pelosi on the ballot.



Ms. Pelosi has been a chief irritant to President Trump, even to this day, calling him "a vile creature" in a CNN interview that aired this week. Doug Mills/The New York Times


In recent months, Ms. Pelosi has refused to discuss her career plans, insisting she was focused solely on the passage of California's Proposition 50, a ballot measure to approve newly drawn House districts. She worked behind the scenes to help Gov. Gavin Newsom craft the measure, which passed on Tuesday, and to raise money for the effort.

It was considered one of her final achievements, both a blow to Mr. Trump, who had sought more Republican seats in the House by gerrymandering in conservative states, and a parting gift to the next generation of California Democrats who could benefit from as many as five additional seats in the state.

Mr. Trump still has strong contempt for Ms. Pelosi.

"The retirement of Nancy Pelosi is a great thing for America," he said on Thursday in a response to Fox News. "She was evil, corrupt, and only focused on bad things for our country."

At a packed union hall in San Francisco on Monday morning, Ms. Pelosi was the emcee for a Proposition 50 rally that included Mr. Newsom and labor leader Dolores Huerta.

"This is a moment of truth for America," Ms. Pelosi told the crowd. "It's self-defense for our democracy."

In the audience, union workers wore T-shirts that Ms. Pelosi had autographed for them and pins with drawings of six tiny Nancy Pelosis standing side by side, each wearing a suit in a different color of the rainbow.

At the rally, the ever-stylish Ms. Pelosi was sporting a green corduroy suit and green stilettos, never mind the fall she took in December on a marble staircase in Luxembourg that forced her to get a hip replacement and remain stuck for several months in dreaded flats.

Ms. Pelosi's career in elected office has been a long one, but it did not span even half her life. Born into a politically powerful family of Democrats in Baltimore -- her father and brother each served as the city's mayor -- Ms. Pelosi went the more traditional route for women of her age.

At first, anyway.

She met her husband, Paul Pelosi, at Georgetown University, and the couple moved to his hometown, San Francisco, where she stayed home to raise their five children. During that time, Mr. Pelosi grew his career as a venture capitalist.

As a young mother, Ms. Pelosi found a way to support the Democratic Party by opening up the family's large home for fund-raisers. That led to friendships with a host of prominent San Francisco Democrats in the 1970s and 1980s, including Willie Brown, Jerry Brown and Phil and John Burton, brothers who served in Congress.

Ms. Pelosi was formidable as House speaker, pushing through key legislation on climate change and Obamacare. Pete Marovich for The New York Times


Her connections and fund-raising prowess helped her get elected as the first woman to chair the California Democratic Party.

When Representative Phil Burton died in office, his wife, Sala Burton, replaced him. Sala Burton was soon after diagnosed with cancer and told Ms. Pelosi she wanted her to run for the seat. Ms. Pelosi, who had shrugged off other suggestions to run for elected office, finally agreed.

A special election was held in June 1987, and Ms. Pelosi, then 47, edged out Harry Britt, a gay socialist who had worked as an aide to Harvey Milk, the San Francisco supervisor who was assassinated at City Hall in 1978. 

Cleve Jones, who also worked for Mr. Milk and who created the AIDS Memorial Quilt, had backed Mr. Britt. Mr. Jones recalled in an interview that he initially had dismissed Ms. Pelosi as "a society lady."

"I had the most wrong first impression of Nancy Pelosi," he said. "I just didn't take her very seriously."

But he said his view changed when Ms. Pelosi used her first floor speech in the House to talk about the AIDS crisis as the Reagan administration largely ignored it. That same year, she helped Mr. Jones get his quilt installed on the National Mall in Washington.

In 1990, she fought for the passage of an act named after Ryan White, a teenager who contracted H.I.V. from a blood transfusion and was banned from his school after his diagnosis. The program paid for health care for H.I.V./AIDS patients who lacked medical coverage.

"She's just always been there," Mr. Jones said. "She's more than an ally. She's family."

Barbara Boxer, who represented a different part of San Francisco in the House and later became a U.S. senator, said in an interview that she and Ms. Pelosi were constantly confused for each other and lumped together as "the two women from San Francisco."

They bonded by sitting next to each other during countless flights home. Ms. Boxer praised her friend's unique combination of her social justice values, driven by her Catholic faith, and her tactical ability to know every facet of every bill and exactly where each member stood on it.

Ms. Pelosi at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago last year.  Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times


Together, they convinced the federal government to dump a plan to turn San Francisco's military base, the Presidio, into condominiums. Instead, the government preserved it as a national park.

Karen Bass, the mayor of Los Angeles who served in Congress alongside Ms. Pelosi, said her colleague was a "masterful leader" who listened to widespread dissent in her caucus, but used her smarts and persuasion to repeatedly corral them and win key votes.

"I was in awe watching her," she said.

Ms. Pelosi's rise -- and her wins on Capitol Hill -- made her a regular target for conservatives. During the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol, some rioters made a beeline for her office, tore down her wooden nameplate and broke into her chambers. One man, who was later prosecuted, was seen sitting in her chair with his feet propped up on her desk in a display of defiance.

The next year, in October 2022, her husband was brutally attacked in the Pelosi home by a man living in the Bay Area who seemed obsessed with right-wing conspiracy theories.

On Monday, however, Mr. Pelosi was at the union hall with his wife, appearing healthy.

At the Proposition 50 rally, Mr. Newsom thanked Ms. Pelosi for her work on the ballot measure.

"Some people go off and they talk about the way the world should be, but they don't do anything to damn manifest it," he said. "Nancy Pelosi doesn't go out to try to make points. She makes a difference."

Ms. Pelosi stood behind him, beaming. Then, she exited the stage.
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Obesity Drugs May Drop to as Little as $149 a Month

President Trump announced a deal with Eli Lilly and Novo Nordisk to lower prices on hugely popular weight-loss drugs for Medicare, Medicaid and American patients who pay with their own money.

Americans have been able to buy Wegovy and Zepbound for about $500 a month in most cases. M. Scott Brauer for The New York Times



By Rebecca Robbins, Margot Sanger-Katz and Dani Blum



Nov 06, 2025 at 05:04 PM

President Trump on Thursday announced a deal that could significantly expand access for millions of Americans to hugely popular obesity drugs by reducing the price to as little as $150 a month.

The Trump administration's agreements with the drugmakers Novo Nordisk and Eli Lilly would save consumers and the government considerable money on Wegovy, Zepbound and two obesity pills that are expected to win regulatory approval in the coming months.

The lowest price, of $150 a month, will be available only for the lowest doses of the pill form of the drugs. When those drugs reach the market, Medicare and Medicaid will pay that price, as will Americans using their own money to buy the pills directly from manufacturers.

The deal also broadens coverage of the injectable drugs for people on Medicare and Medicaid, the federal insurance programs for older people and those with lower incomes, and lowers the prices the government pays in those programs. Those measures are likely to expand access but still will stop far short of covering all of the millions of people with obesity under those federal programs.

The announcement comes amid a record-long government shutdown over disagreements in Congress over health care costs. Democrats have been withholding their votes on a government spending bill unless Republicans agree to extend subsidies that help Americans buy Obamacare insurance.

Mr. Trump, who has long decried the high costs of prescription drugs, has announced a series of deals with drugmakers to lower their cash prices and commit to expanded manufacturing in the United States in exchange for exemptions from high tariffs. The deal on the diabetes and obesity medicines is likely to have the largest consumer impact, given the popularity of the drugs and the large number of Americans who already pay for them out-of-pocket.

Officials said that within the next few months, Americans would be able to use their own money to buy Novo Nordisk's Wegovy and Eli Lilly's Zepbound -- which are both taken as injections -- directly from manufacturers for an average of $350 a month, depending on the dose. The officials said they expected the average to fall to $245 over the next two years.

Starting around the middle of next year, Medicare and Medicaid coverage for the injectable drugs will be priced at $245 a month for beneficiaries who meet certain medical criteria, like having severe obesity or having obesity as well as kidney disease or heart failure. Eligible patients on Medicare will have a co-payment of no more than $50 a month. Patients on Medicaid have no or very small out-of-pocket costs.


The drugs have been shown to be powerfully effective in helping people lose weight and generating other benefits, like improvements in cardiac health. But they have been out of reach for many because they are so expensive. Many health insurance plans do not cover the obesity drugs.

Patients will be able to access the new prices on direct sales websites offered by manufacturers. The Trump administration plans to create TrumpRx.gov, which will direct patients to manufacturer websites like the ones offered by Novo Nordisk and Eli Lilly. Officials put up a promotional version of the TrumpRx website last month and plan for it to be operational next year.

Novo Nordisk offers all of its Wegovy doses at $499 a month for patients who use their own money. Eli Lilly has been offering its lowest dose for $349 and the others at $499.

Available for the last several months, those prices have proved popular. Eli Lilly said last week that nearly 40 percent of new prescriptions for Zepbound are now filled by patients buying the drugs with their own money.

Novo Nordisk has applied to the Food and Drug Administration to seek approval for a high-dose version of Wegovy taken as a pill, with that decision expected by the end of the year.

This year, Eli Lilly also announced clinical trial results showing that orforglipron, an experimental drug taken as a daily pill, helped people with diabetes and obesity lower their blood sugar and lose weight. The company said that by the end of the year, it planned to apply to the F.D.A. for marketing approval of the medication.

A small share of Medicare beneficiaries already have coverage for Wegovy or Zepbound because they have obesity in addition to a medical condition, like heart problems or sleep apnea, that the drugs have been shown to help alleviate.

Currently, Medicare drug plans are allowed to cover the drugs for these people, estimated in the millions, but they are not required to do so.

But the legislation that created Medicare's drug benefit explicitly prevents the program from covering drugs for "weight loss," effectively barring their use for most beneficiaries.

The Biden administration tried to expand coverage of the drugs to patients who didn't have those additional diagnoses by arguing that it would allow them for the treatment of the disease of obesity, an approach the Trump administration rejected earlier this year.

Under the Biden proposal, an estimated 3.4 million more beneficiaries would have gained coverage for the medicines.

Medicaid programs are generally required to cover all drugs that are approved by the F.D.A. But they too have a legal carve-out for weight-loss drugs. Rather than a complete ban, federal law allows states to decide whether to cover obesity medicines.

Only a handful of state Medicaid programs have begun covering these drugs, and a few have already withdrawn coverage this year in the face of budgetary pressures. Lower prices may induce more states to consider covering the drugs. 


The specific prices that American employers and government programs pay for obesity drugs are not publicly disclosed. A typical price for large employers to cover their workers' prescriptions is somewhere from $550 to $650 a month, according to the Health Transformation Alliance, a group of large employers.

The companies also announced that they would expand manufacturing capacity in the United States.

Compounding pharmacies, which produce versions of brand-name medicines, have built a robust business in the last few years by underpricing Novo Nordisk and Eli Lilly.

In the spring, the F.D.A. ordered sales of the compounded versions to stop, because the brand-name drugs were no longer in shortage. But the sales have persisted, as compounders have used formulas like mixing in vitamins or tweaking dosing levels to avoid the ban that experts said fell into a gray area.


Mr. Trump likes to talk about how the obesity drugs are much cheaper in London than in New York. He is right, but the details are complicated.

Some American patients who have insurance coverage for the obesity drugs face low out-of-pocket costs of, say, $25 a month.

Nearly all European countries refuse to cover the obesity drugs through their national health systems. European patients must generally use their own money to buy the drugs at pharmacies.

Britain strictly limits who can get the obesity drugs covered through the national health system, reserving coverage for the heaviest people with weight-related health conditions. The prices Britain pays are still lower than the new direct-buy prices Trump officials negotiated in the United States. In Britain, the list prices for the lowest doses are the equivalent of about $100 per month for Wegovy and about $170 per month for Zepbound.

Reed Abelson and Gina Kolata contributed reporting.
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This Closed Factory Shows How Hard Reviving Drug Manufacturing Will Be

President Trump wants pharmaceutical production to return to the United States. A shuttered factory in Louisiana shows how hard that will be for generic medicines.

Dr. Reddy's, an Indian generic drugmaker, in March closed its factory in Shreveport, La.



By Rebecca Robbins
Photographs by Annie Flanagan
Reporting from Shreveport, La.


Nov 04, 2025 at 10:00 AM

This year, as President Trump threatened tariffs, nearly all of the wealthiest pharmaceutical companies have pledged to spend billions of dollars to build factories in the United States. Construction is underway in industry hubs like North Carolina on state-of-the-art plants that will produce blockbuster drugs.

But the president's drug-manufacturing renaissance in America is largely leaving out the production of generic medicines, which account for 90 percent of Americans' prescriptions.

For these factories, far more typical than the sight of cranes is the scene in Shreveport, La., where a plant shut down in March. Its workers are gone, and the machines that churned out millions of tablets each day are silent.

Over four decades, the factory manufactured generic drugs that are staples in Americans' medicine cabinets, like the pain relievers ibuprofen, aspirin and Tylenol, as well as treatments for burns and allergies.

The factory's owners have been trying to sell it for years, but no one has bought it -- even as Mr. Trump has been calling for drug manufacturing to return to the United States.

The plant is a vivid example of the decades-long decline of generic drug manufacturing in the United States and the hard realities that would make it difficult to revive.

Financial filings show that the Shreveport plant had been losing millions of dollars a year for its longtime owner, the Indian drugmaker Dr. Reddy's Laboratories. Like other generic drugmakers, Dr. Reddy's does most of its manufacturing in India, where production costs are much lower than in the United States.

The former Dr. Reddy's plant has been sitting empty for months.
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Dr. Reddy's declined to comment. A company spokeswoman, Lori McCreary, told a Shreveport newspaper that the plant lacked "a clear path to profitability."

The brutal economics of generic drug manufacturing has made these closings common. In 2021, America's largest remaining generic drug factory, in Morgantown, W.Va., shut down, with production moving to India and 1,400 people losing their jobs.

In the last few years, other plants that produced generic chemotherapies, antibiotics and treatments for diabetes, A.D.H.D. and asthma have closed in Illinois, North Carolina, California, New Jersey and Minnesota. A factory in Pennsylvania is scheduled to close next year.

In some cases, the closed plants have been bought and revived by another drug manufacturer. But most of the shuttered factories aren't making medicines anymore.

The number of U.S. facilities formulating generic drugs, like the Shreveport plant, has fallen by 27 percent since 2013, according to a New York Times analysis of data collected by the Food and Drug Administration.



Drug manufacturing is a multistage process, managed by factories in different parts of the world. Raw materials are used to produce active ingredients, which are in turn used by factories like the one in Shreveport to formulate the final product.

The Shreveport plant never made active ingredients, instead importing them in barrels from countries like China and India. The number of U.S. plants handling that stage in the generic drugmaking process has fallen by 38 percent since 2013.

The Trump administration has tried to encourage more U.S. generic drug manufacturing, but supply chain experts have said there was not a financial incentive for that to happen at a large scale.

So far, only a few generic drugmakers -- Hikma, Amneal and Lupin -- have announced plans to build factories in the United States.


Sandoz, one of the biggest generic drugmakers,recently said it had no plans to manufacture in the United States. "You sell a packet of antibiotics more cheaply than a packet of M&M's," the company's chief executive, Richard Saynor, told The Wall Street Journal. "That's offensive, and we lose money doing that." The company has since said it is open to producing in the United States, but has yet to announce any investments.

Unlike the sparkling state-of-the-art U.S. facilities making brand-name products like Covid vaccines and million-dollar gene therapies, many of the remaining American generic drug plants are deteriorating with age.

In the Shreveport factory, built in the 1980s, much of the equipment is decades old. Repairs in the boiler room could cost more than $2 million, according to estimates by workers who assessed the problems earlier this year.
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The sprawling factory was built to house many more workers than the roughly 100 left when the plant closed. Now, only three workers remain to keep the lights on and the climate-control systems running while the search continues for a buyer. The Dr. Reddy's signage has been taken down.

The place has a postapocalyptic feel, with office supplies strewed about on desks and forklifts parked haphazardly on the manufacturing floor, as if the factory was abandoned in the middle of a shift.

The process of making tablets began in the factory's cavernous warehouse, where workers received and stored big barrels of active ingredients and raw materials. They would then weigh and measure out the amounts needed for each recipe.

Machines turned tiny particles into slightly larger granules and then compressed them into tablets. Another machine spun the tablets like laundry and sprayed them with a coating. The tablets had lines and letters printed on them before they were placed on an assembly line that sorted them into bottles.

For years, the factory's most important product was Tylenol, which Dr. Reddy's had a contract to make first for Johnson & Johnson and, later, Kenvue. The plant also made prescription and over-the-counter drugs sold in pharmacies and retail stores like Walmart.


Boom times come to an end

One of the workers laid off in March was Sonny Rambin, 65, who worked at the plant from before it opened until the day it closed.

In 1984, Mr. Rambin was working in the oil industry when a friend helped him get a job in Shreveport at Boots Pharmaceuticals, a major British drugmaker that gained a foothold in the region a few years earlier when it bought a local drug company.

Boots built the plant for $36 million -- or more than $100 million in today's dollars, far less than it would cost to build a similar factory today. In 1986, local and British dignitaries gathered at the plant for a grand opening ceremony. Mr. Rambin was tasked with spraying a shovel with gold paint. The local symphony played. Shreveport's mayor called it a jewel in the city's crown.

In those years, business was booming for Boots, and the Shreveport factory's offices and production lines were full.

"That was the heyday," Mr. Rambin said. "They were giving bonuses, they had big company parties. It was like episodes of 'Mad Men' -- everybody was drinking and smoking and having great times."
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Sonny Rambin was among the roughly 100 employees laid off when the Shreveport factory closed in March. 




The great times continued in the 1990s, as the plant's head count grew to about 400 employees and a German chemical company, BASF, took over.

But by the time Dr. Reddy's bought the plant in 2009, in an effort to bolster its U.S. presence, the ground had already begun to shift.

U.S. production of pharmaceuticals had peaked, by one measure, in 2006.

States passed a series of clean air and clean water laws that, along with rising U.S. labor costs, helped drive drug manufacturing out of the United States. Around that time, a wave of top-selling medicines were losing patent protection, and overseas factories, particularly in India, were jumping at the opportunity to make generic versions.

The lower overseas production costs provided many foreign generic drugmakers with an advantage over their American counterparts.

Unable to compete, some generic companies have abruptly left the market, resulting in widespread drug shortages. Those that remain in business often have razor-thin profit margins. Multiple manufacturers competing help to drive prices lower.

"When you're manufacturing some products that have been around for decades, there's just not a lot of money in it," said Mike McCorkle, who worked at the Shreveport plant for 20 years, most of the time as a manager. "With how much less it can cost to make the drug in another country, including India, it can be hard to be as competitive with the dynamics of manufacturing in the U.S."

The average cost of each U.S. employee can be 10 or more times as high as each Indian worker. Today, India produces about half of the generic drugs that Americans take.

A harbinger of the Shreveport plant's decline was the decision by Dr. Reddy's a few years ago to move production to India for a generic version of Zyrtec, an allergy drug, several former employees said.

"When you see a drug that they've been manufacturing for years, and they're taking it to India to manufacture, you think, 'Oh boy, that's not a good sign,'" said Curtis Webb, a manufacturing technician at the plant for 11 years.
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Troy Norris, who worked at the Shreveport plant for 33 years; weeds taking over in July; Mike McCorkle, who was there for 20 years.




Factory up for sale

Over time, workers at the plant noticed that they were being asked to make fewer tablets. Longtime employees left, and so did new ones. Losses piled up for Dr. Reddy's.

Workers weren't surprised when management announced the plant's closing in January. "We knew it was coming," said Troy Norris, 60, who cleaned and stocked equipment at the plant for 33 years.

Dr. Reddy's sold the factory to a firm, Ten Oaks Group, that was seeking to flip it to a new owner. The plant and its equipment were initially listed online for just $18 million.


Senator Bill Cassidy, Republican of Louisiana, has tried to raise the plant's profile. But a buyer remains elusive. The plant would need regulatory approval to begin manufacturing pharmaceutical products -- a substantial upfront investment that could take years before it leads to any revenue.

In July, the plant changed hands again, to a New York real estate firm, Green Dock Partners, that is now searching for a buyer, said Jacob Solomons, a partner there. Mr. Solomons said he was optimistic that the plant would be scooped up soon and was not limiting the search to only generic drug manufacturers.

"We really think that this does provide a great opportunity, at a discount, to building a brand-new facility and buying brand-new equipment," Mr. Solomons said.

Some of the plant's laid-off workers have found local jobs in different industries, while others have moved across the country to work at other drug companies. Some hope to return to the plant if it reopens.

Over the years, Mr. Rambin rose through the ranks to become a chemist. But he grew disillusioned with the generic drug business under Dr. Reddy's. He viewed the plant's closing as a sign that it was time to retire. "Every time I drive by the plant, I just kind of get sad," Mr. Rambin said. "So much of my life was spent there."

Mr. Rambin viewed the Shreveport plant's closing as a sign that it was time to retire.
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The 'Worst Test in Medicine' is Driving America's High C-Section Rate

Round-the-clock fetal monitoring leads to unnecessary C-sections. But it's used in nearly every birth because of business and legal concerns, The Times found.

A remote fetal monitoring center showing real-time heart rates from hospitals across the University of Maryland Medical System.



By Sarah Kliff
Sarah Kliff is reporting on the high rate of C-sections in America. She welcomes tips at nytimes.com/tips.


Nov 06, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Nearly every woman who gives birth in an American hospital is strapped with a belt of sensors to track the baby's heartbeat. If the pattern is deemed abnormal -- too slow, for example -- doctors often call for an emergency C-section.

But this round-the-clock monitoring, the most common obstetric procedure in the country, rarely helps baby or mother. Decades of research have shown that the tool does not reliably predict fetal distress. In fact, experts say, it leads to many unnecessary surgeries as doctors overreact to its ever-changing readouts.

The obstetrics field has long ignored these problems. Now, it's putting more trust than ever on the flawed technology, often prioritizing business and legal concerns ahead of what's best for patients, The New York Times found.

This fall, the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists updated its guidelines on continuous monitoring, sanctioning it even as some other wealthy countries have cautioned against its routine use. Some large hospitals have opened remote monitoring hubs, where nurses spend their shifts watching screens of pulsing squiggles beamed in from many miles away. Software companies have also jumped at the opportunity, selling unproven artificial intelligence algorithms that claim to pluck useful signals from the heartbeat noise.

All the while, the rate of cesarean sections in the United States remains stubbornly high. One out of every three deliveries happens in an operating room, a figure that far exceeds public health recommendations. The surgery can prolong a woman's recovery, complicate future births and sometimes risk her life. The top justification for C-sections in healthy pregnancies is fetal distress, a diagnosis made by the monitor.

"We may be the only specialty that continues to do major abdominal surgery without a shred of evidence of benefit," said Dr. Steven L. Clark, an obstetrician at Baylor College of Medicine in Texas who has extensively studied electronic monitoring. "We just plow blithely on."

Most women who give birth in the United States are fitted with sensors to track the baby's heartbeat.  Montgomery Martin/Alamy


When electronic monitoring replaced simple stethoscope checks in the 1970s, doctors embraced it as a seemingly objective marker of how a birth was progressing. From the start, device companies pitched hospitals on an economic advantage: The tool allowed a single nurse to observe many patients at once.

On rare occasions, the fetal heartbeat can reveal when something has gone wrong. The trouble is, healthy babies have highly variable heart patterns. Since the introduction of continuous monitoring, doctors now have many more opportunities to mistakenly interpret these ambiguous signals as telltale signs of distress.

"Mostly it causes harm," said Dr. Emmet Hirsch, an obstetrics professor at the University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine who has critiqued the approach in a leading medical journal. "It's really the worst test in medicine."

Other experts echoed his blunt assessment, with some calling the technology "useless" and "pathetic."

Electronic monitoring is no more accurate than periodic stethoscope checks, studies have shown. But many obstetricians practicing today have never worked without a monitor. Some said they were convinced that the tool helped them practice better medicine, even if studies hadn't shown it. Others felt that, with monitoring baked into hospital policies, the question of how patients might fare without it was moot.

"It's just easier to keep patients hooked up continuously," said Dr. Jon K. Hathaway, an obstetrician at Indiana University Health. "It's an ease-of-manpower issue over the science."

The technology has become pervasive in the courtroom, too. Several states have set recent records for malpractice verdicts with cases hinging on fetal monitoring. Highly paid expert witnesses point to the heart patterns in order to claim that a doctor missed warning signs of birth injuries like cerebral palsy, while defense witnesses use them to argue that nothing went amiss.

Some doctors said that although they were skeptical of monitoring, if they didn't do it, a court could find them negligent.

'What Could Be the Downside?'

An ad for a fetal heart rate monitor from the early 1960s. Ebling Library for the Health Sciences at the University of Wisconsin-Madison


The technology's promise has long exceeded its capabilities.

Dr. Edward H. Hon, an obstetrician at Yale, began studying fetal heart patterns in the 1950s, trying to find markers of oxygen deprivation. In one case report of an infant born too premature to survive, he claimed to have found a distinctively slow heartbeat many hours before death.

The Epsco Medical company soon debuted the "Hon Fetal Monitor," a tall box that spit out heart patterns on long strips of paper. In the early 1960s, the machine cost $9,950, or more than $100,000 in today's dollars.

Advertisements in medical journals at the time said the monitor gave the "earliest possible warning" of heart deviations. "Hopefully, Dr. Hon's new system could save as many as 20,000 babies a year," Life magazine wrote in 1969.

But when Dr. Hon published data on his device the next year, he sounded a cautious note. His study found that 252 high-risk patients at Yale had modestly positive birth outcomes when using the monitor but noted that a "sizable, carefully controlled study" was still needed to prove its effectiveness.

Early critics warned that any screen looking for events as rare as death and brain injury was doomed to pick up false positives. Nevertheless, doctors adopted electronic monitoring with fervor.

"The thought was, 'What could be the downside of this?'" said Jacqueline Wolf, a medical historian at Ohio State University.

Manufacturers trumpeted how their monitors could stand in for hospital staff, according to dozens of ads archived at the National Library of Medicine in Bethesda, Md.

"One person can continuously and simultaneously monitor eight patients," read an ad in 1970. Another, from 1980, claimed that a monitor was "like keeping a nurse at every bedside."

The technology's uptake coincided with a drop in stillbirth rates, and some hospitals published studies attributing the improvement to electronic monitors. But a clinical trial that randomly assigned women to the device, published in 1976, found no improvement in the number of newborn deaths or other negative outcomes. A government report concluded that other changes, like the advent of neonatology as a specialty, better nutrition and fewer young women giving birth, probably drove the stillbirth decline.

That first trial, as well as a large follow-up, also reported a significant harm of the technology: a far higher rate of C-sections.

Surgery Risks

Sanquaneice Hankerson-Pinkney with her second daughter. Eva Marie Uzcategui for The New York Times


The machines grew more popular even as large studies demonstrated their futility. In 1996, the United States Preventive Services Task Force gave electronic monitoring its lowest grade, "D," and discouraged its use in healthy pregnancies. Doctors seemed to pay no mind.

A rigorous review in 2017 found that compared with stethoscope monitoring, the electronic version did not reduce stillbirths or cerebral palsy, a neurological disorder sometimes caused by oxygen deprivation before birth. The tool did decrease rare neonatal seizures, though that did not change the baby's risk of neurological injuries later on.

And the technology increased a woman's odds of cesarean delivery by 63 percent, the review found.

Cesarean rates in the United States began to soar in the 1970s and have exceeded public health targets for years. The surgeries come with a host of medical risks to the mother, including hemorrhage and infection.

The primary justification for C-sections among women with healthy pregnancies is "fetal distress," a diagnosis nearly always based on the monitor, according to a recent study of 40 million births.

"Electronic fetal monitoring, as a single entity, has probably driven up the C-section rate more than anything else," said Dr. George A. Macones, who directs women's health at Dell Medical School in Texas and has long studied monitoring.



When Sanquaneice Hankerson-Pinkney went into labor in March 2021, her doctor advised a cesarean based on the fetal heart rate. She readily agreed.

"Seeing the heart rate dropping on the monitor, it made me sick to my stomach," said Ms. Hankerson-Pinkney, 37, a lawyer in Lauderdale Lakes, Fla.

When she got pregnant again the next year, her placenta grew into the scar tissue left on her uterus from the surgery -- a life-threatening condition that, while rare, has become more prevalent as C-sections have risen.

Because the two organs were entwined, natural labor could have killed Ms. Hankerson-Pinkney. So she delivered five weeks early, and the infant was put on a breathing machine. When doctors could not wrest the placenta out of Ms. Hankerson-Pinkney, they removed the entire fused uterus, dashing her hopes of more children.

"It was more traumatic than I would like to express," she said.

Ms. Hankerson-Pinkney in the NICU, holding her daughter for the first time. via Sanquaneice Hankerson-Pinkney


Ms. Hankerson-Pinkney may never know whether her first C-section was warranted. The hospital where she delivered, Plantation General, has since closed. Its parent company, HCA Healthcare, said that C-section decisions were made carefully after discussions between doctors and patients.

"Each delivery involves unique clinical factors, including the mother's age, body mass index, any pre-existing conditions and potential distress of the baby indicated by the fetal heart tones," the company said in a statement.

The obstetrician overseeing that surgery, Dr. Jay S. Cohen, had a 63 percent cesarean rate in 2023, about double the national average, according to the most recent data available from Florida's Health Department.

Dr. Cohen said his practice attracted a "very high-risk population" that other doctors turn away. As for Ms. Hankerson-Pinkney, he said, "I think she was very happy with the care she got."

Record-Breaking Lawsuits

Obstetricians are more likely to get sued than doctors in any other medical specialty. Monitoring records often become critical evidence, with expert witnesses on each side offering competing interpretations.

"It's very squishy," said Amy Collignon Gunn, a partner at Gunn Slater in St. Louis. "You get a lot of subjective reading."

In July, Ms. Gunn represented a Missouri family who won $48 million -- the state's largest malpractice verdict in decades -- after using monitoring records to claim that a hospital was responsible for a baby's cerebral palsy.

In a similar case that month, a Pennsylvania court ordered a hospital to pay $207 million. A Utah judge went even higher in August, awarding $950 million to the family of a brain-injured baby.

No studies have shown that performing a cesarean based on fetal heart patterns can prevent cerebral palsy. Yet expert witnesses often point to monitor readings to claim a doctor was negligent.

Dr. Michael Cardwell, a retired obstetrician in Columbia, Mo., said he had consulted on more than 600 cases in his 40-year career, almost always testifying against doctors. He charges $700 an hour to review documents, and $12,000 to $15,000 for a day of trial testimony.

At least two courts, in Arizona and Maryland, have rejected his opinions about fetal monitoring in recent years because he did not provide research to back up his claims.

Dr. Cardwell said he did not know that his testimony in those cases had been excluded, and that it rarely happened. Sometimes, he said, courts "try to use evidence-based medicine to an extreme point of view."

Dr. Cardwell was the family's expert witness in the record-breaking Pennsylvania case, which an appeals court upheld in July. He and a defense witness offered wholly different interpretations of the same monitoring strip.

He told the jury that the baby would not have been injured if doctors had delivered him around 1:30 p.m. instead of 2:30 p.m.

"What is the baby telling us here?" the family's lawyer asked Dr. Cardwell, referring to a spot in the readout before 2:30 p.m.

"The baby is telling you, 'I'm not getting enough oxygen,'" the doctor responded.

The defense's witness, Dr. Laura Goetzl, an obstetrician at the University of Texas, testified that the records did not indicate an emergency. She said the baby's brain injury was probably the result of inflammation from a uterine infection that both sides agreed had occurred. An umbilical cord test, she said, had found a normal fetal oxygen level.

Financial Upsides

Remote fetal monitoring hubs like the University of Maryland's use A.I. to help analyze heart data. Rosem Morton for The New York Times


In a brick office building outside Baltimore, nurses with the University of Maryland Medical System sit day and night watching screens of fetal heart data from seven hospitals as far as 60 miles away.

"With cutting-edge A.I. technology, we are setting the highest benchmarks for safety and equity," a news release boasted after the monitoring hub opened last year.

A growing number of hospitals have opened such facilities, often making claims about patient safety. The Ochsner Health system in Louisiana has said that its remote hub reduced admissions to neonatal intensive care. But a 2021 study by Ochsner's own researchers found that was not true. (The study did find a slight drop in C-sections, though statewide rates were also declining during the same period.)

An Ochsner spokeswoman said the claims about improved NICU admissions were based on "internal data."

The hubs have also helped lower costs, hospital executives told The Times.

At OhioHealth, which opened the country's first remote monitoring facility in 2013, the extra layer of expertise has made administrators more comfortable hiring nurses with less experience on labor and delivery floors, said Dr. Jason V. Melillo, the hospital's vice president for women's health. That change has been particularly helpful, he said, given the nursing shortage.

At the same time, OhioHealth's leaders believe the hub has helped cut malpractice costs. They estimated saving $13.5 million in its first two years, based on how often nurses intervened in cases that executives predicted would have otherwise resulted in a lawsuit.

The facility also helps with optics in legal disputes because it suggests that a hospital took every effort to prevent harm, said Bobbie Sprader, a lawyer who has worked with OhioHealth. "It just looks good, and that sometimes matters more than about anything," she said in an August webinar for executives.

All three remote hubs, along with 400 other hospitals around the country, use A.I. software to help analyze the heart data. The software's maker, PeriGen, has claimed on its website that 50 studies backed up its products.

But none of the studies found that the technology improved birth outcomes. One described how to suture a cesarean scar.

PeriGen removed the list of studies after an inquiry from The Times. The company's chief executive, Matthew Sappern, acknowledged that no clinical trials had shown benefits. "It certainly is not our intent to be misleading," he said.

In its newly updated guidelines, the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists said A.I. software for fetal monitoring was unproven.

But the organization -- which has over 60,000 members and enormous influence over how they practice -- supported continuous monitoring, even while acknowledging that evidence for the tool was "inadequate." Obstetric guidelines in Canada and Britain, in contrast, have recommended against routine use of the tool in healthy pregnancies.

When asked why the American guidelines approved of electronic monitoring despite the lack of evidence, Dr. Aaron B. Caughey, an obstetrician who co-wrote the guidelines, said that the research wasn't perfect and clinical experience also mattered.

When he learned in medical school about the technology's bad track record, he was horrified, he said. But over 30 years in practice, he has found the tool helpful. He hangs his hat on the older studies that showed a benefit. Those that have not, he said, might have simply been too small to prove it.

"The practice of obstetrics is hard in 2025," he said. "But I think that this tool continues to be of use."

Bianca Pallaro contributed reporting. Alain Delaqueriere and Sheelagh McNeill contributed research.
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Save the Amazon or Drill for Oil? Brazil Says It Can Do Both.

Brazil, which is hosting the 30th U.N. Climate Change Conference this month, wants to show the world it's a leader in safeguarding the planet. Its record tells a more complicated story.

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil wants to reduce carbon emissions and deforestation, but has also wants to drill for oil in the Amazon region. Victor Moriyama for The New York Times



By Ana Ionova
Ana Ionova, a correspondent in Brazil, has been covering the Amazon rainforest since 2019. She reported from Belem and Rio de Janeiro.


Nov 04, 2025 at 10:00 AM

When President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil returned to power, he had an ambitious goal: restoring his country's image as a champion of climate action.

He vowed to slash Brazil's emissions of planet-warming gases, raise global funds to tackle the climate crisis and curb the rampant destruction of the Amazon rainforest, just as he had done in his first two terms in office.

Hosting this month's U.N. climate summit, which for the first time is being held in the Amazon, was to serve as a sort of victory lap, offering Mr. Lula, a leftist, a chance to cement his nation's return to the world stage as a leading voice on climate diplomacy.

Yet three years after returning to office, Mr. Lula heads into the world's most important climate talks with a more checkered track record.

On his watch, Brazil has succeeded in dramatically reducing deforestation in the Amazon, which plays a crucial role in absorbing the greenhouse gases warming the planet. But Brazil has also angered climate advocates by trying to loosen environmental laws and allowing, just weeks before the summit, oil drilling near the mouth of the Amazon River for the first time.

"This sends a really bad signal to the world," said Marcio Astrini, executive secretary of the Climate Observatory, a coalition of environmental groups. "It's impossible to imagine a worse moment for this."

Mr. Lula has defended the decision to drill near the Amazon, arguing that oil revenues will help Brazil finance its transition to cleaner forms of energy.

But the controversy threatens to tarnish Brazil's image abroad and weaken its clout in the climate negotiations, known this year as COP30, at a pivotal moment, as nations prepare to debate moving away from fossil fuels to limit rising global temperatures.

The Hangar Convention Center in Belem, where events related to the global climate summit will be held. Maria Magdalena Arrellaga for The New York Times


And Brazil's seemingly contradictory approach underscores a key challenge facing Mr. Lula and other leaders around the world: How can countries balance environmental ambitions with the economic and political realities they face at home?

Brazil's plans to drill for oil in an offshore area near the mouth of the Amazon River lay dormant for years, tangled in web of environmental studies and political pushback. Environmental groups have urged Brazil to abandon the project, warning of the risks of oil spills that could cause long-term harm to one of the planet's most ecologically important areas.

Then, last month, Brazil's environmental agency granted a license to the state oil company to search for oil deposits believed buried nearly 10,000 feet below the seabed, in a spot where the Amazon River spills into the Atlantic Ocean.

Environmental advocates were quick to accuse Brazil of climate hypocrisy, which the government has disputed.

Marina Silva, the environmental minister, explained that Brazil was only allowing exploration of the area's oil potential, rather than actual drilling, which -- if it takes place -- would be years away. She added that pursuing oil was "perfectly compatible" with Brazil's plans to stop burning fossil fuels, a process that will still take decades.

"It's a contradiction, and there's no doubt about it," Ms. Silva told The Times in an interview. But Brazil, she added, is not alone in clinging to fossil fuels, even as it pushes for cleaner energy. "This contradiction exists throughout the world."

Mr. Lula himself has been a staunch supporter of oil drilling in the Amazon, arguing that the world will still need the commodity for years to come. A longtime crusader for alleviating poverty and inequality, he has cast the project as a way of injecting jobs and development dollars into Brazil's impoverished north.

Signs opposing oil exploration in the Amazon, on a wall outside the headquarters of Brazil's state-run oil company, Petrobras, in Rio de Janeiro. Pilar Olivares/Reuters


"As long as the world needs it, Brazil will not throw away wealth that can improve the lives of the Brazilian people," Mr. Lula said recently in defense of oil drilling.

Protecting the Amazon basin, two-thirds of which lies in Brazil, is crucial to slowing climate change because the rainforest absorbs and stores vast quantities of carbon dioxide, the primary heat-trapping gas that warms the atmosphere, in its trees, leaves and soil. 

Scientists agree that average global temperatures should not rise by more than 2 degrees Celsius, or 3.6 Fahrenheit, compared to the start of the industrial age. Crossing that threshold, they say, would increase the risk of severe heat waves, storms, wildfires and drought. Last year, the hottest on record, global temperatures had already risen by 1.5 degrees Celsius, or 2.7 degrees Fahrenheit, above the preindustrial mark.

In recent decades, vast swaths of the Amazon have been razed and burned to make way for cattle and soybeans. Scientists have warned that the Amazon is now hurtling toward a tipping point that could see it transform into a savanna and release decades' worth of carbon emissions.

The destruction of the rainforest picked up speed under Jair Bolsonaro, the far-right former president who pushed to open the Amazon to commercial development. Under him, deforestation reached its highest levels in 15 years and some regions of the rainforest began to emit more carbon than they captured.

Making the environment a cornerstone of his agenda, Mr. Lula returned to the presidency in 2023 after narrowly defeating Mr. Bolsonaro. Mr. Lula vowed to reverse his predecessor's environmental policies and the destruction he said they had unleashed, while restoring Brazil's global reputation as a guardian of the planet.

"I am here to say to all of you that Brazil is back," Mr. Lula said at the 2022 U.N. climate summit in Egypt, just weeks after his electoral victory, as attendees cheered and chanted his name.

Mr. Lula certainly had the track record to back up his promises. During his previous two terms in office, from 2003 to 2010, his policies, which included beefing up policing and rewarding communities that preserved the forest, had slashed deforestation by 80 percent and turned Brazil into a global environmental success story.

And, in many ways, Mr. Lula has delivered on his promises to replicate this success in his current term.

After taking office, he swiftly began placing swaths of the Amazon under federal protection, a process paralyzed by Mr. Bolsonaro that environmentalists see as one of the most effective ways of preserving forests. Mr. Lula also bolstered agencies tasked with the policing of environmental crime, which were gutted of funds and staff by his predecessor.

Deforestation in the Amazon dropped 50 percent between 2022 and 2025, to its lowest level in 11 years, according to data from Brazil's space agency. The country's greenhouse gas emissions fell 12 percent in 2024 compared to the previous year, according to government figures.

Yet Mr. Lula has also faced opposition in Brazil's Congress, which has weakened protections for Indigenous lands, and rolled back environmental review and approval requirements for development projects. While Mr. Lula has vetoed some of these measures, analysts expect right-wing lawmakers aligned with Mr. Bolsonaro to override those vetoes in the months ahead.

And some environmentalists worry that Brazil's nascent foray into oil near the Amazon could open the door for a rush of fossil fuel drilling in the region, with vast consequences.

The government has already auctioned off the rights to search for oil in more than two dozen other lots scattered across the same offshore region. And it is considering selling off oil drilling rights in more than 100 other areas in the future.

"It's a risky path," said Mr. Astrini, of the Climate Observatory. "And Brazil will have to explain itself."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/04/world/americas/brazil-oil-drilling-amazon-cop30.html
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Jurors Find Sandwich Hurler Not Guilty of Assault 

Jurors found Sean Dunn not guilty of a misdemeanor after seven hours of deliberation, and after prosecutors had previously failed to secure a felony indictment.

Sean C. Dunn, left, after being handcuffed and arrested by Border Patrol and F.B.I. agents in Washington in August. Andrew Leyden/Getty Images



By Zach Montague
Reporting from Washington


Nov 06, 2025 at 07:57 PM

Sean C. Dunn, the man who pitched a sandwich at the chest of a federal agent in an unintentionally viral act of opposition to President Trump's law enforcement policies in Washington, was acquitted on Thursday after a jury found him not guilty of misdemeanor assault. 

The verdict, which arrived after roughly seven hours of deliberation, capped a nearly three-month effort to penalize Mr. Dunn for the August outburst and the resulting chase to arrest him. The government had previously failed to persuade a grand jury to charge him with a felony. 

It marked a significant setback for Jeanine Pirro, the U.S. attorney in Washington, who made Mr. Dunn's case a centerpiece of Mr. Trump's aggressive policing and prosecution strategy in the city. Washington residents have now twice rejected the government's case against Mr. Dunn, after they refused to indict others caught up in the president's crackdown.

The jury determined that the launching of the 12-inch deli sandwich from what the government described as "point-blank range" was not an attempt to cause bodily injury, preventing a conviction.

Mr. Dunn told reporters outside the courtroom after his acquittal that on the night he let the sandwich fly, he believed he was doing so in defense of immigrants, as a knot of federal agents gathered nearby. 

"Every life matters no matter where you come from, no matter how you got here, no matter where you come from," he said.

The verdict followed a three-day trial focused primarily on whether Mr. Dunn, a former paralegal in the Justice Department, had impeded federal agents while they patrolled a row of nightclubs in Washington as part of the citywide law enforcement surge ordered by Mr. Trump. Mr. Dunn joined scores of other city residents swept up in the effort, which produced an increase in stops and arrests by armed troops and federal agents, and an ensuing wave of federal prosecutions over low-level street crime.

But Mr. Dunn's case stood out for several reasons. 

Soon after his arrest, videos of him winding up his arm and sending a wilting Subway sandwich into the armored vest plate of Gregory Lairmore, a Customs and Border Protection agent, were shared and celebrated by the president's detractors. The video inspired street art in Washington and memes and tributes online. 

After Mr. Dunn was released from police custody in August, he was rearrested by U.S. marshals, who filmed agents in tactical gear raiding his apartment and put together an edited video of his arrest that was shared by the White House on social media. 

His local folk hero stature grew after the U.S. attorney's office run by Ms. Pirro, a former Fox News host and a close ally of the president's, announced plans to charge Mr. Dunn with felony assault. Attorney General Pam Bondi also seized on the incident online, citing Mr. Dunn's career in government as "an example of the Deep State we have been up against."

Top officials under Ms. Pirro, including Jonathan Hornok, the head of the office's criminal division, spent hours in court this week watching arguments unfold.   

When federal prosecutors in August tried to persuade a grand jury to approve a felony assault charge against Mr. Dunn, a majority of grand jurors refused -- a highly unusual rejection. Top officials in the Trump administration had already publicized and celebrated the prosecution for days. The government then refiled the charge as a misdemeanor. 

A lawyer for the government, Michael DiLorenzo, told jurors during his closing statement on Wednesday that under the definition of assault provided by Judge Carl J. Nichols, they could consider Mr. Dunn guilty if they believed he had interfered with the law enforcement officers in a variety of ways. 

"This case is not about someone with strong opinions, not about immigration. It's not about freedom of speech," he said. "It's about an individual who crossed a line."

He pointed to a video caught by a police officer's body camera in which Mr. Dunn took credit for throwing the sandwich, adding that he had "succeeded" in drawing agents away from their position. 

Sabrina Shroff, a lawyer for Mr. Dunn, countered by playing a video in which Mr. Dunn could be seen warning onlookers that the agents were stationed on that particular corner in Washington because a nearby gay bar was hosting a "Latin night." He could also be seen shouting that the 10 assembled agents were gearing up for a raid. But no raid was planned, she said.  

"You can't interfere with something that was never going to happen," she added. 

Ms. Shroff described the case to jurors as profoundly unserious.

She showed a photo of the sandwich intact on the ground and in a wrapper after Mr. Dunn threw it, challenging the agent who had testified on Tuesday that the hoagie had "exploded" on his chest. She reminded jurors of "gag gifts" Mr. Lairmore received from colleagues, which included a "felony footlong" badge he kept on his lunchbox after the incident. 

"If someone assaulted you, someone offended you, would you keep a memento of that assault?" she said. "Would you stick it on your daily lunchbox and carry it around with you?"

Even when prosecuted as a misdemeanor, assault on a federal officer can carry considerable penalties, particularly for someone working in government. A conviction for Mr. Dunn, who had worked as an international affairs specialist in the Justice Department's criminal division, could have led to him being barred from future government work. It could also have precluded work for nongovernmental organizations that receive federal funding. 

Mr. Dunn's lawyers, who had been working for free while he faced trial without a job, let out a roar of relief as they exited the courtroom. Earlier in the trial, Ms. Shroff remarked to Judge Nichols that with the government shut down and most of the Justice Department working without pay, both sides were likely sparring in court without salaries.

But the hurling of a sandwich that can sell for less than $10 quickly snowballed into a case with significant costs to the public, including a full-scale armed raid, a failed effort in front of a grand jury and a multiday trial that concluded with no conviction. 

"The jury's verdict today echoes what has become abundantly clear in the last two months: None of these cases should have ever been brought in federal court," said Eugene Ohm, a senior trial attorney with the Office of the Federal Public Defender in D.C., which was not involved with Mr. Dunn's defense. 

"It is preposterous to think that during a government shutdown where court staff, court reporters, public defenders and even prosecutors are not being paid, the D.O.J. has persisted in pursuing frivolous prosecutions that have wasted both public resources and taxpayer dollars," he added.

After the verdict was delivered, Ms. Shroff repeated to reporters what she had argued over the course of the trial: that the case tested the limits of dissent, which the president has sought to stamp out through the mass law enforcement deployment in Washington.  

"In some dissent we're together, and in some dissent we stand alone," she said. "But we really want to thank the jury for having sent back an affirmation that dissent is what is not just tolerated. It is legal, it is welcome."
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Critic's Pick


Planting a Flag, and a Flagship, for Black Art

The reopening of the Studio Museum in Harlem, after seven years of construction, comes with dazzling alumni and collection shows.

Video: 



By Holland Cotter
Visuals by Donavon Smallwood
Holland Cotter has witnessed the Studio Museum's evolution since the 1970s.


Nov 06, 2025 at 02:34 PM

Some museums, just by existing, plant a bright radical flag in history. Fifty-seven years ago, when it opened in a drafty rented loft space over a liquor store on upper Fifth Avenue, the Studio Museum in Harlem did that.

At the time, 1968, racist Jim Crow laws had ended only a few years earlier with the passing of civil rights legislation. African American history was a story still waiting to be fully told. Black art and culture had almost no institutional visibility anywhere.

Now that bright banner is unfurling as in a fresh wind, with the opening next week of the museum's fine new purpose-built home on West 125th Street. And the arrival comes at yet another pressure-point political moment around issues of diversity and equity.

Video: 

The museum's new home on West 125th Street is a seven-story composition of wide windows, recessed niches and shadowy voids. At 82,000 square feet, it vertically doubles the gallery space and affords views of the neighborhood from front, back and roof.

The new structure is an ebony-dark, seven-story composition of wide windows, recessed niches and shadowy voids. Suggesting a stack of speakers and amplifiers, a giant sound system on an always sonically vivacious thoroughfare, it fills the footprint of the rehabbed bank building that the museum had occupied since 1982. But at 82,000 square feet, it vertically doubles the gallery space and affords views from the front, the back and -- breath-catchingly -- from above of the Harlem neighborhood.

Indeed, the design, by Adjaye Associates with Cooper Robertson as executive architect, was conceived around an alliterative list of urban references: Harlem's streets, stoops, stages and sanctuaries. And the street is where we begin a visit. With a flag.

The flag was designed in 2004 by the conceptual artist David Hammons, and displayed on the Studio Museum's facade ever since. It overlays the stars-and-stripes pattern of Old Glory with the red, green and black palette of Marcus Garvey's 1920s Pan-African flag, a combination that defines, as this museum itself does, how expansive and unifying -- globally and locally -- Black identity is.

 Donavon Smallwood for The New York Times

High on a wall near the entrance is Glenn Ligon's 2007 sculpture "Give Us a Poem," inspired by a spontaneous two-word couplet delivered by Muhammad Ali in 1975 when he was asked, during a gathering of students, for a poem. Right, the stair serves as a "stoop" for gathering or viewing performances.

That's the message too in Glenn Ligon's 2007 sculpture "Give Us a Poem," installed high on a wall inside the museum entrance. Inspired by a spontaneous two-word couplet delivered by Muhammad Ali in 1975 when he was asked, during a gathering of students, for a poem, it spells, in black and white neon letters, the words "Me" and "We" ("Me? Whee!" in an ineffable Ali translation) and positions them as mirror images.

Both the Ligon and Hammons pieces are from the museum's permanent collection, holdings so aesthetically rich and historically consequential as to make it hard to believe that when the museum opened in 1968 it was with the stated intention of not collecting anything at all. It had very limited financial resources then, and the focus was to be strictly on creating a supportive work environment for practicing artists and avoiding the burden of material accumulation, with its preservationist demands.

Within a few years this focus changed. People, some of them artists, gave the museum work whether it wanted the work or not. And, of course, it did want it. Who wouldn't? Especially since some truly awesome things were coming its way, and by the mid-1970s, the desire to acquire became official.

The result, a half-century later, are holdings that number in the thousands. They're primarily African American and Afro Latino in origin but also span continents. Some 500 items -- including very early contributions -- are on view for the opening in a selection called "From Now: A Collection in Context" concentrated on two floors but installed throughout the museum, and with more to come during the year as works are rotated to ensure that return visitors will be rewarded with surprises.

Video: 

The museum's director and chief curator, Thelma Golden, put her touch on a salon-style wall collectively titled "US," anchored in Harlem.

And surprises you get, starting on the first floor, in a salon-style constellation of some 75 small works collectively titled -- following Ligon and Ali's lead -- "US." It's anchored in Harlem itself, with a 1936 group photograph called "Les Modernes Bridge Club" by the inimitable neighborhood artist and social historian James Van Der Zee (1886-1983), whose vast image archive the museum shares with the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

James Van Der Zee's "Les Modernes Bridge Club," 1936. Donavon Smallwood for The New York Times

Works at the Studio Museum in Harlem. Lyle Ashton Harris's "Billy" is at center. Donavon Smallwood for The New York Times

At left, James Van Der Zee's "Les Modernes Bridge Club," 1936, part of the entry wall of works titled  "US."  

The multimedia selection is like a constantly shifting cultural map, moving from 125th Street to Bamako, Mali (in photos by Seydou Keita and Malick Sidibe) and back; a restless timeline, from Van Der Zee's 1930s portrait to another by the young contemporary photographer Texas Isaiah, dated 2021, and a conclave of charismatic personalities. In a photographic self-portrait Lyle Ashton Harris channels Billie Holiday; the painter Wadsworth A. Jarrell turns Angela Davis into a cloud of splintering light. All the images gain added interest for the company they're keeping.

From left, Malick Sidibe's "Regardez-Moi!" (1962), and Charles White's "Head of a Worker" (1950).


The main collection survey starts upstairs in galleries broken into loosely themed sections, the first titled "The City." Here, in a magisterial Jacob Lawrence painting from 1959, "The Architect," an urban planner sits at his desk in a state of visionary rapture surveying his rising work. Nearby hangs a 2016 portrait by the young painter Jordan Casteel of another kind of builder and a Harlem sidewalk fixture, "Kevin the Kiteman," hawking his airy constructions across from the museum.

"Kevin the Kiteman" (2016), Jordan Casteel's portrait of a Harlem sidewalk fixture hawking his airy constructions across the street from the museum.


And a 40-image photographic piece by the late, great Lorraine O'Grady places us on nearby Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Boulevard (a.k.a. Seventh Avenue) as spectators at the 1983 African Day Parade, for which O'Grady built a celebratory float. She equipped it with empty gold-painted picture frames, which she passed out to the crowd, inviting jubilant marchers to become instant masterpieces.

Video: 

The conceptual photographer and performance artist Lorraine O'Grady has a wall of her works taken at the 1983 African Day Parade in which she offered gold frames to marchers, who became instant masterpieces.

The rest of "Collection in Context" works well. It couldn't not, with Beauford Delaney's citrus yellow 1970 "Portrait of a Young Musician," painted just after the artist had found queer peace in Paris, and Barkley L. Hendricks's 1969 "Lawdy Mama," which sets a young woman crowned in a spectacular Afro against a ground of Byzantine gold. I don't know which way I'd go if the choice came down to taking home William T. Williams's knockout 1969 abstract homage to John Coltrane -- exultant, but poised -- or Norman Lewis's febrile 1962 "Bonfire," a kind of STOP sign image of warmth as danger. We're talking icons here.

"From Now: A Collection in Context" includes Karon Davis's sculpture of two dancers, "Fix Me" (2023). 


Rosana Paulino's "Gemeas," a diptych painting of Afro-Brazilian tree spirits dancing an ethereal samba.


And in a fourth-floor section titled "Spirituality," there's no better/best when it comes to seeing, together, Betye Saar's 1975 altarlike sculpture "Indigo Mercy," a response to her travels to Haiti, and a diptych painting by the Sao Paulo artist Rosana Paulino of Afro-Brazilian tree spirits dancing an ethereal samba, a work acquired recently.

Barkley L. Hendricks's painting "Lawdy Mama" (1969) in a section called "Gold."


Interestingly, overtly political work is at minimum in this survey. You get little immediate sense of the four-alarm tensions of the museum's founding era, in which revered Black leaders were being gunned down, civil rights pacifism was transitioning to Black Power, and cities were becoming domestic war zones.

True, some of the manic atmosphere comes through in a section nearby titled "1968." But even here much of the art, as in the case of a large, brushy landscape-ish painting by Betty Blayton (1937-2016), is abstract.

"Untitled," a large, brushy landscape-ish piece by Betty Blayton. 


Yet abstraction doesn't automatically signal politically passivity. Blayton was a Harlem cultural activist, teaching art in elementary school classrooms and sitting up late on city boards. She was a founder of the Studio Museum, which she envisioned as an educational institution geared to providing young Black artists with a place -- of a kind that existed nowhere else -- to learn, through guided experience, how to develop their work and their lives. It was such thinking that led to the creation, in 1968, at the instigation of William T. Williams, of the artist-in-residence program that many people consider the museum's outstanding accomplishment.

And the debut of the new building comes with a cool alumni show.

New, for-the-occasion work by graduates of the museum's artists-in-residence program, along with older pieces, are on the fourth floor.


The names of the graduates make a starry list: Hammons, Kerry James Marshall, Renee Green, Julie Mehretu, Kehinde Wiley, Mickalene Thomas, Wangechi Mutu, Titus Kaphar and Simone Leigh, with dozens of other worthy, if less familiar, colleagues.

The museum sent those artists with whom it still had contact a single sheet of paper and asked them to use it to make a new, for-the-occasion work. The results are displayed across the walls of the new fourth-floor artists-in-residence quarters. (In the case of artists now deceased, older work is shown.)

The installation has an attic treasure-chest feel, like a cache of personal letters, musings, notes-to-self. One of the earliest artist residents, Valerie Maynard (1937-2022), is represented by a 1973 print, "3 A.M. 125th Street," a souvenir of her stint. A 2021-22 artist, Qualeasha Wood, sent a woven self-portrait begun at the time of her stay.

 Donavon Smallwood for The New York Times

 Donavon Smallwood for The New York Times

The artists-in-residence alumni show has the feel of an attic treasure hunt.. The museum sent a single sheet of paper asking them to use it to make a new piece for-the-occasion.

You'll find favorites. I'll mention two of mine: a tender 1972 photographic portrait by C. Daniel Dawson (A.I.R. 1973-74) of the sculptor Justin George, the program's second resident. And an exquisite small painting, about the size of a large prayer card, by the short-lived John Kendrick (1952-1982; A.I.R. 1974-75) of James Baldwin, a guardian spirit wherever he lands.

One artist, the intriguing and elusive Tom Lloyd (1929-1996), from the museum's very first studio residence, earned a show of his own on the third floor. Born in Detroit, he studied painting in New York in the early '50s with Adolph Gottlieb, then in the '60s started making funky abstract metal sculptures from industrial scraps and machine parts.

Works by Tom Lloyd (1929-1996), from the museum's very first studio residence, combine abstraction and technology in electronically programmed light works.


In 1965 he met an electronics engineer named Alan Sussman, and they collaborated on a different kind of abstract sculpture, made from odd, pop-culture materials -- plastic Buick rear-light covers, colored Christmas bulbs -- programmed to be visually kinetic. In 1968 Lloyd was offered a solo show at the new Studio Museum. It was titled "Electronic Refractions II" and was the museum's first event.

The critical take was mixed. Writers in the press found it OK but not great. Reactions in the Black community were negative: In a politically volatile, identity-asserting time, what made this work Black art? It was Black, Lloyd argued, because he was Black and because he made his art for a Black community. And he turned to direct work in that community, leaving art, for the most part, behind

Video: 

Pulsing and blinking in a dome-ceilinged gallery, Tom Lloyd's sculptures look extraplanetary and remind us of the images that Lloyd hoped to evoke in his target inner-city audience: flashing city traffic lights and nighttime movie marquees.

In the early 1970, he converted a derelict Good Year tire shop in Queens into the Show Room Museum, where he led art workshops and produced an annual African festival. He took up painting again -- there are a few examples in the show, organized by the Studio Museum's curator, Connie H. Choi.

But the light sculptures, of which only a handful are known to have survived, are Lloyd's legacy and the museum has done them proud. Pulsing and blinking in a dome-ceilinged gallery -- its design was inspired by Harlem churches -- they look extraplanetary and at the same time remind us of the images that Lloyd hoped to evoke in his target inner-city audience: flashing city traffic lights and nighttime movie marquees.

The Lloyd exhibition is a double-duty historical show, as much about an institution as about an artist. You might say the same of the artist-in-residence display. Despite the smart updating it's a roll-call of the past. The collection survey? A glance inside a treasury. What's hard to find in all of this is a sense of where this deeply valuable and venerable museum might be going.

Under its director, Thelma Golden, it has produced some of the most influential New York shows of the 21st century, including the 2001 new-talent roundup called "Freestyle" that introduced an entire generation of Black artists to the mainstream, effectively breaking the art market "color barrier" as no other show had.

The market has since absorbed those artists, and it continues to poach from the annual A.I.R. shows. But we live now in a newly precarious and silencing time for culture, and particularly for art and for museums with truth-telling missions.

The Studio Museum's architectural crown: rooftop greenery with a south view of a Harlem church and the Midtown supertalls.


My recent visit to the new Studio Museum led to the roof garden, the building's architectural crown, which affords both an orchestral experience of 125th Street to the north, a view of the spires of the Greater Metropolitan Baptist Church on West 123rd Street and the turrets of Midtown to the south. You could stay there, on high, for a very long time, soaking beauty in. People will.

Starting back downstairs, I saw something I'd missed coming up: a rough-shaped rock in a corner on the floor. Had it fallen from somewhere? Was it waiting to be hauled away? No, it was where it was meant to be. There were lines carved on its surface. They turned out to be scrawled words: "Black Lives Matter." A wall label identified it as a work by David Hammons, "Untitled (Boulder)," dated 2019, a time when police killings of Black men were rising, and America, or some it, was changing.

Seeing the rock, which, had it been differently placed, I might well have tripped over, changed my day and my perspective. The visit had shown me stirring and beautiful things. It had opened vistas on rich histories. It also left me hoping that this museum will continue to do in the future what it has so often done in the past: trip up my thinking about art in the world, again and again. Change me.

Starting back downstairs I saw something I'd missed coming up: a rough-shaped rock sitting nearby in a corner on the floor. Had it fallen from somewhere? It is "Untitled (Boulder)," by David Hammons.


The Studio Museum in HarlemReopening Saturday, Nov. 15, at 144 West 125th Street, with a celebratory Community Day, (212) 864-4500; studiomuseum.org. 
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A Chinese E.V. Delivers the Host, and a Message, at the Global Climate Summit

The climate-friendly ride, part of a fleet assembled to shuttle delegations to the gathering in Brazil, sent a clear signal: China is making inroads in Latin America.

A factory in Camacari, Brazil, assembling vehicles for BYD, the Chinese manufacturer of the electric car that took President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva to the U.N. Climate Change Conference in Belem, Brazil. Joa Souza/Reuters



By Ana Ionova
Reporting from the U.N. Climate Change Conference in Belem, Brazil


Nov 06, 2025 at 07:45 PM

The electric car pulling up to the conference hall was Chinese. The leader who stepped out was not.

The climate-friendly ride was carrying President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil, the host of this year's U.N. Climate Change Conference, a gathering of dozens of world leaders in the Amazonian city of Belem.

The vehicle, a sleek black S.U.V. made by the Chinese automaker BYD, was part of a fleet of electric and hybrid cars assembled to shuttle delegations to the summit's opening on Thursday, where they began negotiations on ways to cut emissions of planet-warming gases and slow down climate change.

"We need to embrace a new way of life, a more just, resilient and low-carbon development model," Mr. Lula said in his opening remarks on Thursday.

That Brazil chose Chinese electric vehicles as the official means of transporting Mr. Lula and other world leaders sent a clear signal to many: In its quest to transform its roads and its economy, Latin America's largest nation would be turning to China.

Mr. Lula at the opening ceremony of the conference on Thursday. The goal of this year's summit is to put forward specific plans on reducing planet-warming emissions. Wagner Meier/Getty Images


The gesture highlighted the spectacular inroads that Chinese climate technologies have made in Brazil. It also underscored the absence of the United States at this year's talks, known as COP30, which President Trump is not attending.

"The world is moving on, even without U.S. political and technological leadership," said Scott Kennedy, a senior adviser at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a Washington research organization. "With these cars, Brazil is signaling that it has other options."

Electric vehicles are widely seen as crucial in the fight against climate change because they reduce the world's reliance on fossil fuels and eliminate emissions of carbon dioxide, the primary heat-trapping gas that's warming Earth's atmosphere.

While European and American automakers have struggled to pivot to making vehicles powered by electricity, China has gained ground by offering electric cars built with advanced technologies at lower prices than those of competitors like Tesla. This has made Chinese cars especially attractive in developing countries with less spending power.

China also controls the supply chains for the critical minerals that are needed to make the powerful batteries that go into these cars. The country is vying with United States for access to these strategic minerals, which are considered key to the technologies of the future and are also plentiful in Brazil and elsewhere in Latin America. 

Chinese electric cars have been rapidly gaining market share in Asia and Europe, now accounting for roughly two-thirds of the global market. In Brazil, the world's sixth-largest car market, over 80 percent of electric vehicles sold are Chinese.

And Chinese automakers have made it clear that they have even bigger plans for Latin America.

Last month, BYD inaugurated its biggest factory outside Asia, at a plant in Bahia State, in northeastern Brazil, that was once run by Ford. Also this year, GWM, another Chinese company, took over a massive plant that once belonged to the German automaker Mercedes-Benz. The plan is to sell the electric cars produced at these factories across Brazil and the rest of Latin America.

It is already clear whether electric vehicles are leaving a mark on Brazilian cities, including in Belem, a port city of 1.3 million near the mouth of the Amazon River that is frequently choked by traffic.

On a weekday just before the summit kicked off, the streets were gridlocked, but the clouds of exhaust were thinner than they had once been. The roads were dotted with electric cars, humming quietly in the midday traffic. Dignitaries zipped around in convoys made up of GWM pickup trucks, their windows frosted by air-conditioning. Electric buses shuttled passengers around the city.

"This technology is transforming the whole world," Mr. Kennedy said. "And China has jumped into this space."

Lis Moriconi contributed reporting.
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The U.S. Is Skipping This Year's Climate Summit. For Many, That's OK.

World leaders, gathering in Brazil, will try to agree on new, more ambitious plans to cut greenhouse gases.

The conference venue in Belem, Brazil, this week. The talks, known as COP30, are scheduled to run through Nov. 21. Pablo Porciuncula/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Lisa Friedman



Nov 06, 2025 at 10:03 AM

For the first time since countries began gathering 30 years ago to wrestle with global warming, the United States will not send any top government officials to the annual United Nations climate summit, which kicks off on Thursday in Belem, Brazil.

And that is just fine with those who see the Trump administration's hostility toward anything related to climate change as a menace to international cooperation on global warming.

"I normally subscribe to the idea that we should always be at the table," said Senator Brian Schatz, Democrat of Hawaii. "But if we're going to be at the table and turn it over, then I think it's best if we don't show up."

Not only has the Trump administration abandoned America's promises to the rest of the world that it would control the greenhouse gas pollution that is dangerously heating the planet, it has been pressuring other countries to similarly back away from efforts to fight climate change.

The administration has teamed up with other oil-producing nations to oppose a global plastics treaty and to compel Europe to abandon a climate law. It has also torpedoed the first-ever global fee on carbon pollution in the shipping industry. President Trump lectured world leaders at the United Nations in September, telling them if they did not "get away from this green scam, your country is going to fail."

Laurence Tubiana, who has served as France's climate negotiator and now runs the European Climate Foundation, a research organization, said she has been shocked by the "level of aggressiveness" with which Mr. Trump and his cabinet secretaries have opposed Europe's climate goals.

That has prompted some to say discussions could go more smoothly in Brazil without the United States, even though U.S. delegates have played a central role in designing climate agreements over three decades and the country arguably bears special responsibility as the world's biggest polluter in historical terms.

United Nations climate summits require consensus, so one country can crater an entire agreement. That's led some to fear that a team from the Trump administration could block even incremental progress in Belem.

"We are really concerned about the potential damage that can come from the U.S. delegation," said Alejandra Lopez Carbajal, a former climate negotiator for a group of Latin American countries who now leads climate diplomacy for Transforma, a research organization based in Bogota, Colombia.

Senator Brian Schatz, Democrat of Hawaii. "If we're going to be at the table and turn it over, then I think it's best if we don't show up," he said. Eric Lee for The New York Times


Under the 2015 Paris climate agreement, the United States and 197 other countries made voluntarily pledges to hold average global temperature rise to "well below" 2 degrees Celsius, and preferably closer to 1.5 degrees, compared to preindustrial levels. The world has already warmed about 1.3 degrees Celsius.

Every fraction of a degree of additional warming could mean tens of millions more people worldwide exposed to dangerous heat waves, wildfires, water and food shortages, and coastal flooding, scientists have said.

At the gathering that starts Thursday at the edge of the Amazon in Belem, countries are expected to deliver new, more ambitious plans to cut the carbon dioxide, methane and other greenhouse gases they emit.

Ms. Tubiana said the rest of the world would persevere without the Americans. From here on out, she said, "we have to act with or without the U.S."

This year's summit is set to begin with two days of speeches from heads of state and government, followed by about two weeks of negotiations among foreign ministers and other senior diplomats from about 140 countries.

Not only is the White House not sending high level representatives, it may not send any technical staff, either. It has been clear for months that Mr. Trump, who is withdrawing the United States from the Paris Agreement, never seriously considered making an appearance.

"President Trump will not jeopardize our country's economic and national security to pursue vague climate goals that are killing other countries," said Taylor Rogers, a White House spokeswoman, echoing language Mr. Trump used at the United Nations General Assembly in September, when he claimed that countries pursuing clean energy "would fail."

Laurence Tubiana, who runs the European Climate Foundation, at a COP30 local leaders forum in Rio de Janeiro on Tuesday. "We have to act with or without the U.S.," she said. Tita Barros/Reuters


The pullout of the Americans, and the vacuum that has created, may be one reason some world leaders are skipping the climate talks this year. Those expected to stay home include Anthony Albanese of Australia; Xi Jinping of China; Vladimir V. Putin of Russia; Sanae Takaichi of Japan; Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey; Prabowo Subianto of Indonesia and Pope Leo.

Still, a group of about 100 American leaders, mostly Democratic state and local officials, is expected in Brazil to send a message that mayors, governors and business leaders still prioritize climate change even if Mr. Trump does not. Gov. Gavin Newsom of California, a Democrat who has emerged as President Trump's chief antagonist, announced on Wednesday that he would attend the talks in Belem.

"As the president of the United States turns his back on people and the planet, California is inking global partnerships focused on creating jobs and cutting toxic pollution," Mr. Newsom said in a statement.

Several big companies -- including GE Vernova, Bank of America and Bayer -- also will be on the ground, said Marty Durbin, who leads the energy institute at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.

"The business community hasn't walked away from this, even with the Trump administration minimizing it and pulling out," Mr. Durbin said.

Because of the federal government shutdown, some Democratic lawmakers may pay their own way to attend as part of the Sustainable Energy and Environment Caucus, said Max Frankel, director of the nonprofit arm of the caucus. Other members of Congress, including Senator John Curtis, a Utah Republican, have said they were forced to cancel their plans for Belem entirely.

The absence of an official American delegation is a departure from previous Republican administrations.

In 2001 the United States withdrew from the Kyoto Protocol, the world's first global climate agreement, which had been signed three years earlier by President Bill Clinton. But the George W. Bush administration still participated in annual talks.

And even when Mr. Trump first withdrew from the Paris Agreement, during his first term in 2017, he continued to send high ranking State Department officials to the U.N. climate summits to at least nod toward the need to reduce global greenhouse gas emissions.

The port at Quingdao in Shandong Province, China. The Trump administration worked with Saudi Arabia and Russia to thwart a global fee on shipping emissions. Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


In the ensuing years, during which President Joseph R. Biden Jr. returned the United States to the Paris accord, Mr. Trump's hostility to all things related to climate hardened. Now surrounded by loyalists, Mr. Trump has also declared that he seeks fossil fuels dominant globally, and he attacks any policies that could harm U.S. coal, oil or gas interests.

Mr. Trump has signed multiple trade deals that require Japan, Korea, the European Union and other trading partners to buy billions of dollars worth of gas from the United States.

In August the Trump administration aligned with Saudi Arabia to scuttle an international limit on the production of plastics, which are made from petroleum. Last month the United States and Qatar joined forces to oppose European Union sustainability rules that require companies to identify and address the adverse environmental impacts of their actions.

That came on the heels of what is perhaps the Trump administration's greatest anti-climate triumph: joining Saudi Arabia and Russia to thwart what would have been the first-ever global fee on shipping emissions. Trump administration officials openly threatened countries with tariffs and levies if they supported the carbon fee and later boasted of having deployed an "all hands on deck" pressure campaign.

Some argue the fear of maneuvering by the United States to impede climate talks is overblown. For one thing, there's almost no one remaining in the State Department who knows the intricate U.N. process, since many employees were fired, reassigned or accepted offers to leave the government.

Under U.N. rules, the United States is still technically a party to the Paris Agreement until Jan. 27. It also remains a member of the U.N. body that convenes nations annually to monitor global progress on tackling climate change.

Conservatives and others who oppose efforts to address climate change also want the United States to stay away from Belem.

Seventeen Republican attorneys general, led by John McCuskey of West Virginia, sent a letter to the administration last month arguing that sending a delegation "would do little more than lend credibility" to the global climate talks.

"At a time when demand for energy is greater than ever, the prior administration embraced COP policies that dismantled -- rather than supported -- coal, oil, and gas production," the attorneys general wrote. "The COP and other international actors favor less reliable and more expensive renewable energy sources, and that preference has proven harmful to American energy stability."

Senator Jim Justice, a West Virginia Republican whose family owns several coal companies, said he did not have a strong position on whether the United States should take part in the talks. But with energy demand rising, in part because of the rapid growth of data centers, a transition away from fossil fuels threatens American security, he said.

"We know that we're going to have an energy meltdown in this country and we have got to have our fossil fuels today like crazy," Mr. Justice said. "If you knew you had to have your fossil fuels like crazy would it make sense to go to a climate change summit? Maybe not."
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At a Climate Summit Without the U.S., Allies and Rivals Call for Action

The calls for action on opening day stood in sharp contrast to the position of the President Trump, who has called global warming a "con job."

Leaders meeting on Thursday in Belem, Brazil. The conference is scheduled to run through Nov. 21. Pablo Porciuncula/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Somini Sengupta, Brad Plumer and David Gelles
Reporting from Belem, Brazil


Nov 06, 2025 at 08:41 PM

The international climate summit opened on Thursday in Belem, a Brazilian city on the edge of the imperiled Amazon rainforest, with several of America's global allies and rivals alike making the case that slowing down global warming is today key to economic growth and energy security.

It was a sharp counterpoint to President Trump, who has called climate change a "con job" and attacked global efforts to transition away from coal, oil and gas.

Few speakers named Mr. Trump, who has launched a full-throated and somewhat successful attack on global efforts to reduce the world's reliance on fossil fuels. The Trump administration has withdrawn from the landmark Paris climate agreement, and no senior American government officials are present at the meeting in Belem.

The summit comes at a time when international cooperation is lagging on virtually everything, war and trade disputes are raising prices of basic goods, and extreme weather events, aggravated by the burning of coal, oil and gas, has heightened human suffering. In the last two weeks alone, storms and hurricanes supersized by climate change clobbered Mexico, Jamaica and Haiti.

Globally, 2025 is on track to be the second- or third-hottest year on record, part of a decade that witnessed the hottest 10 years on record, according to the World Meteorological Organization. The cost of extreme weather hazards to the global economy: around $1.4 trillion a year, according to BloombergNEF.

"We can choose to lead or be led to ruin," Antonio Guterres, the Secretary General of the United Nations, told the audience. He used the podium to scold the fossil fuel industry, as he often does, and leaders who he said were "captive to fossil fuel interests, rather than protecting the public interest."

Video: COP30 Kicks Off in Brazil, Amid Climate Protests

Diplomats and leaders gather on the edge of the Amazon forest in Belem, Brazil, for annual talks on how to limit global warming. This happens as protesters and activists stage protests to call for more urgent action against climate change.

The leaders who came represented large countries and small ones, industrialized nations and emerging economies. They spoke to the world as much as they spoke to their constituencies at home. Limiting global warming, they said, was crucial for their citizens' current health and well-being as well as their national security and economic competitiveness.

Keir Starmer, the British prime minister, said homegrown energy -- wind and nuclear power in Britain's case -- enable countries like his to become energy independent from "dictators like Putin." His government has sought to rapidly expand renewables but, at the same time, has struggled to keep electricity prices down.

From left, Prime Minister Keir Starmer of Britain, President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, of Brazil, and Prince William in Belem on Thursday. Wagner Meier/Getty Images


"Investment for climate change is the growth and prosperity plan for this century," said Finland's President, Alexander Stubb.

Prince William, heir to the British throne, lauded the chance for countries to create jobs and new technologies. "It's a profound opportunity to build a cleaner economy," he said.

Vice premier Ding Xuexiang of China talked about China's path of "green and low carbon development" as the means to promote economic growth and new jobs. That was a clear sales pitch to the many countries from Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean assembled here. Chinese companies dominate the global production of clean energy technologies. Little wonder, then, that he called on countries to "remove trade barriers and ensure the free flow of quality green products."

And the summit's host, Brazil's president, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, who has embraced Chinese investments in electric vehicles and wind power in Brazil, said "extremist forces invent untruths for electoral gains."

Bringing world leaders to Belem, one of Brazil's poorest provincial capitals, is central to Mr. Lula's efforts to draw attention, and money, to the Amazon rainforest and the people who depend on it for their economic and cultural sustenance. "It is the time for the people of the Amazon to ask what is being done by the rest of the world to avoid the collapse of their house," he said.

Brazil announced a new investment fund to reward countries for protecting their standing tropical forests. The Brazilian government said $5.5 billion had been promised, including $1 billion from Brazil's own coffers and $3 billion from Norway.

And yet, only weeks before the summit began, Mr. Lula gave his blessing to oil drilling in the Amazon. And even as deforestation rates have gone down during his tenure, the drive to increase soy exports, mainly to China, has destroyed a critical ecosystem of grassland and forest known as the Cerrado.

The summit in Belem marks the 30th year of global diplomacy to limit global warming, and it comes 10 years after the landmark Paris agreement, which urged all countries to set increasingly ambitious climate targets and urges rich countries to help poor countries shift their economies away from fossil fuels that cause climate change.

Cruise ships, brought in to house delegates, near Belem on Thursday. Carlos Fabal/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The summit opened as scientists warned that the world is now virtually certain to blow past a much discussed goal of limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius, or 2.7 degrees Fahrenheit, above preindustrial levels. For years, many vulnerable countries and climate activists had said average warming above that level would bring greater risks from heat waves, fires and storms. That would have required countries to collectively cut their emissions nearly in half between 2019 and 2030. But nations have not come close to doing so, and global emissions are instead higher than they were in 2019.

The latest U.N. estimate suggests that the world is more likely headed for somewhere around 2.7 degrees Celsius of warming, compared with preindustrial levels, under current policies.

"The hard truth is that we have failed to ensure we remain below 1.5 degrees," Mr. Guterres said. "This is moral failure, and deadly negligence."

On display at the summit was also the split-screen reality of global climate action. Renewable energy technology and electric vehicles have taken hold in rich and poor countries alike, even if the pace hasn't been fast enough to meet some of the most ambitious climate goals of the Paris agreement.

The price of solar energy in particular has fallen faster than projected. This year, the world is set to invest a record $2.2 trillion in low-carbon energy technologies like solar panels, wind turbines and electric vehicles. That's twice as much as will be spent investing in oil, gas and coal technologies.

As Gabriel Boric, the president of Chile, pointed out in his remarks at the summit, "Ten years ago, we did not have electric buses. This year, 60 percent of the buses in our capital city, Santiago, are electric."

Ana Ionova contributed reporting.
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Paramilitary Accepts Sudan Truce Plan, but the Military Has Not

The R.S.F. paramilitary group, facing growing condemnation for atrocities in Darfur, said it had agreed to a cease-fire proposal, but it is not yet clear what the military will do.

Video: Paramilitary Group in Sudan Agrees to Cease-Fire Proposal

The paramilitary group Rapid Support Forces agreed to a cease-fire proposal after growing condemnation of atrocities in Darfur. Sudan's military reiterated its commitment to defeat the R.S.F. through force, showing no sign of agreeing to the proposal.


By Pranav Baskar and Declan Walsh



Nov 06, 2025 at 07:10 PM

The Sudanese paramilitary group that has been battling Sudan's military for more than two years said on Thursday that it had agreed to a truce in a war that has created the world's worst humanitarian crisis.

The group, known as the Rapid Support Forces, or R.S.F., is accused of committing atrocities against civilians. It said in a statement that it had accepted a cease-fire proposal by a group of mediators led by the United States. The R.S.F. said it wanted "to address the catastrophic humanitarian consequences of the war," deliver aid and work toward peace.

But there was no indication of whether Sudan's military, which recently suffered a major battlefield loss, had agreed to the truce. Earlier this week Sudanese military leaders effectively spurned the peace proposal, indicating that they would agree to it only if the R.S.F. laid down its arms.

In a statement on Thursday, the military reiterated its commitment to defeating the paramilitary group through force.

The R.S.F. appeared to be reacting to mounting international pressure over the atrocities committed by its troops who captured El Fasher, the last city that had been outside the group's control in the western Darfur region. A stream of verified images and witness accounts have pointed to an unfolding massacre there.

A makeshift camp for people who fled El Fasher, in Tawila, on Monday. Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The group staged a brutal 18-month siege on El Fasher that starved and bombarded residents. After the city fell 11 days ago, R.S.F. troops shot dead those who tried to escape.

"Women and girls are being raped, people being mutilated and killed with utter impunity," the United Nations chief of humanitarian and relief efforts, Tom Fletcher, told the U.N. Security Council last week. "We cannot hear the screams but, as we sit here today, the horror is continuing."

The leading U.N. body on human rights said Thursday that it would hold an urgent session next week to discuss the situation in El Fasher.

There has been no durable cease-fire since the war in Sudan started in April 2023, when the military and the R.S.F. -- separate arms of the country's security forces -- first clashed on the streets of the capital, Khartoum. The conflict quickly engulfed the country.

On Thursday, the R.S.F. appeared to acknowledge that its concession was just a step toward a truce, saying in a statement that it looked forward to "immediately commencing discussions on the arrangements for a cessation of hostilities."

The diplomatic push comes from a U.S.-led grouping known as the Quad, which includes Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the United Arab Emirates.

In September, the Quad proposed a humanitarian truce for an initial three months that would facilitate aid into Sudan, whose military has primary control of the government, and pave the way for talks on a permanent cease-fire. Under that plan, the pause in fighting would be followed by the establishment of an "independent, civilian-led government."

The war in Sudan has forced at least 12 million people from their homes, and by some estimates has killed as many as 400,000. Famine continues to spread across the country.

Protests against the violations committed by the Rapid Support Forces to the people of El Fasher. Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Critics question whether the Quad can bring peace because most of its members are deeply enmeshed in the war. Saudi Arabia and Egypt have long supported Sudan's military, while the Emirates has sent drones and other weapons to the R.S.F., emerging as the group's largest foreign sponsor.

The Emirates staunchly denies backing either side in the war. Even so, it has been stung in recent days by the association with the R.S.F. and the mounting reports of atrocities in Darfur.

On Wednesday the open-source research group Bellingcat said it had identified a mass killing of at least 80 people near El Fasher during the recent siege. It reached that conclusion after verifying videos that showed fighters wearing R.S.F. insignia during the killings and their aftermath, the group said.

Last week, the World Health Organization said that more than 460 people had been killed in the city's main hospital as R.S.F. fighters swept through the city.

The R.S.F. denied attacking the hospital, dismissing the accusation as propaganda from Sudan's military.
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Russia Close to Its Biggest Capture of a Ukrainian City Since 2023

The Kremlin is focusing its fire on Pokrovsk, a gateway to the Donetsk region, which Russia's president, Vladimir V. Putin, has long coveted.

In September, a Ukrainian soldier ran past the site where a Russian glide bomb exploded minutes earlier, damaging buildings in the area near the embattled city of Pokrovsk. Finbarr O'Reilly for The New York Times



By Kim Barker, Marc Santora, Evelina Riabenko and Michael Schwirtz
Kim Barker, Evelina Riabenko and Michael Schwirtz reported from Kyiv, Ukraine, and Marc Santora  from near Pokrovsk.


Nov 06, 2025 at 10:32 AM

Russia is concentrating its firepower and troops on the small, battered city of Pokrovsk in eastern Ukraine, apparently pushing its forces close to capturing what has become a gateway to the war's most fiercely contested region.

After more than a year of fighting, Pokrovsk, a railroad hub in the Donetsk region, has been turned largely into rubble, its prewar population of 60,000 now reduced to fewer than 1,300 residents. Ukrainian soldiers defending the city report intense combat. Nearly one-third of all the battles along the front line, which stretches almost 750 miles, are in Pokrovsk, and half of Russia's attacks with deadly glide bombs are focused on the city, President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine said on Monday. Those numbers could not be independently confirmed.

While Ukrainian leaders claim that their forces are clawing back neighborhoods, Russian troops appear to have taken control of the southwestern edge of Pokrovsk in the last few days, according to a battlefield map by DeepState, a group with ties to the Ukrainian military. Russian troops have also secured two slim columns in the city's center and up its western side, based on the map, which shows most of the rest of Pokrovsk as a contested gray zone.

"The enemy is continuing to build up forces in the city," DeepState said on social media Tuesday night, adding that Pokrovsk was "gradually being absorbed."

The city would be the largest in Ukraine to fall since Bakhmut in May 2023. It is seen as the last major obstacle preventing Russian troops from approaching Sloviansk and Kramatorsk, the only large cities still under Ukrainian control in Donetsk, a region that President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia has long coveted.

Taking Pokrovsk could aid the Kremlin's narrative that Russia is on the march on the battlefield and that the war will get only worse for Ukraine if it does not concede to Moscow's onerous demands to end the conflict. Mr. Putin has ignored President Trump's calls for a cease-fire as the Kremlin has pushed ahead with its invasion.

Walking past damaged buildings in Pokrovsk last year. Russian troops appear to have taken control of the southwestern edge of the city in the last few days. Tyler Hicks/The New York Times


Ukraine is fighting to retain Pokrovsk in part to counter that narrative, especially as it seeks more support from a fickle Trump administration. Ukrainian officials insist that special units are clearing Russians out of the city. Mr. Zelensky visited troops nearby on Tuesday and handed out awards. In a speech on Wednesday night, he said that "in Pokrovsk, we continue to destroy the occupier."

Beyond the geopolitical messaging, the military significance of losing Pokrovsk may be relatively small for Ukraine. Russia's incremental advances have come at an immense cost. While Ukraine wants to hold on to Pokrovsk, military commanders argue that the large losses it is inflicting on the Kremlin's troops there will hurt the Russian war effort more broadly.

"What's remarkable about Pokrovsk is that Russian forces have taken so long to achieve what was a top priority for Putin," said Laura Cooper, a senior official in the Pentagon during the Biden administration who was responsible for Russia and Ukraine. "This throws cold water on any forecast of a quick conquest of Donetsk."


Mr. Putin has made clear since he started to foment a shadow war in eastern Ukraine in 2014 that he wanted all of Donetsk and the neighboring Luhansk region. He has not succeeded even after launching, in February 2022, the deadliest war in Europe since World War II. A Russian summer offensive this year, aimed at capturing all of Donetsk, ended with limited gains.

Combat in Ukraine has turned into a slog through cement paste. In open areas along the battlefront, drones make it too deadly to move in a zone up to 15 miles wide, referred to as the "kill zone." It's rare to see tanks or any other heavy equipment there. Ukrainian troops hide in burrows and blasted-out buildings, and sleep under Kevlar blankets. Russian forces dart from spot to spot in groups as small as two or three.

Ukrainian soldiers said they anticipated that the war would continue largely the same, with the Russians sacrificing huge numbers of troops for the smallest of gains. In all, nearly one million Russians have been killed or wounded in the war, according to a recent study, more than twice as many as the number in Ukraine.

Ukrainian soldiers loading the body of a Russian soldier into a railway car on the outskirts of Kharkiv. Russia has lost more than twice as many soldiers as Ukraine in the fighting. Mauricio Lima for The New York Times


"The enemy will continue to move forward bit by bit," said Lt. Col. Arsen Dmytryk, the first deputy commander and chief of First Corps Azov.

Still, what is happening in Pokrovsk highlights a major problem for Ukraine: It does not have enough soldiers. The front line has turned in part into a game of Whac-a-Mole, where Ukraine moves battalions or brigades to counter Russian incursions, and the Russians then take advantage of any gap in the line.

Mr. Zelensky said late last month that Ukrainian forces were outnumbered eight to one in the area around Pokrovsk. As Russian forces encroach on the city, DeepState, the mapping group, warned that the neighboring town of Myrnohrad, to the east, could be cut off from Ukrainian troops.

"We are still continuing to fight in the Myrnohrad area," said Volodymyr, 26, a company commander of an air assault brigade who used only his first name, in keeping with military protocol. "If Pokrovsk fell, then we would have a collapse too."

Pokrovsk is less than 50 miles from Kramatorsk, with Sloviansk just to the north. Those fortress cities are also under a new threat. They can now be reached by Russian attack drones, a development that in other cities has made driving to the store or riding a bike potentially fatal for civilians.

Iryna Bondarenko, 24, said she planned to leave Sloviansk as soon as she could, in part because of the attack drones. "When you hear one, it first buzzes and buzzes, and then immediately goes right into you or into some car. It's very frightening," said Ms. Bondarenko, the mother of a 3-year-old. "It flies close, and that's it."

As the war has settled into a deadly grind for Russia, it has been sending small teams of men -- even just one or two -- on foot to try to sneak past Ukrainian lines, hiding in forests or grass.

Damage last year in Myrnohrad, on the road to Pokrovsk, a strategic city that is a main target of the Russian offensive in the Donetsk region. Tyler Hicks/The New York Times


That kind of movement will be much tougher in winter, when the bare trees offer little cover from drones and Russian soldiers face long bone-chilling hikes.

But if enough of these small groups can gather in a town or city, they try to attack. In early August, Russians made a surprise incursion near the town of Dobropillia, about 13 miles north of Pokrovsk. They managed to push about eight and a half miles north in two long columns that resembled rabbit ears.

The goal appeared to be to encircle Pokrovsk and cut off Kramatorsk and Sloviansk, right as Mr. Trump was trying to broker a peace deal in the war. 

Ukraine moved some of its best fighting units near Dobropillia and severed the rabbit ears. But those reinforcements came from places like Pokrovsk and Kupiansk, in the northeast. Small Russian groups then started moving into those cities, finding the gaps, according to Ukrainian soldiers and military analysts.

"One of the key precipitating factors that led to the deterioration of the situation in Pokrovsk was Russia's advance east of Dobropillia in August," said Rob Lee, a senior fellow at the Foreign Policy Research Institute who recently visited the front line. 

By late September, the territory outside Pokrovsk was a wasteland of charred vehicles and buildings. Drones crept through the ruins of the city and peeked into basements, searching for targets.

A Ukrainian National Guard platoon commander who goes by the call sign Consul described a battle that played out over different floors of the same building. "Our guys were on the first floor and the Russians on the second, and nobody knew about the other," he said. "It's just crazy."

Some soldiers and military analysts said they feared that Ukraine would wait too long to admit defeat and retreat, as in past battles in the Kursk region of Russia or in towns like Avdiivka in Donetsk.

Ukrainian soldiers leaving the area around Avdiivka early last year. Some analysts said the Ukrainians tried to hold the city for too long.


A senior lieutenant and drone platoon commander named Yevhen, 32, said he worried that troops could be sacrificed for political reasons. He used only his first name under military protocol.

"The Russians are certainly losing a lot, but we are losing too, and we cannot afford it," he said.

Reporting was contributed by Olha Konovalova, Oleksandra Mykolyshyn, Liubov Sholudko and Eric Schmitt.
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Canada Is About to Lose Its Status as Having Eliminated Measles

One province with an outsize number of cases has seen a collision of politics and public health policy.

The western province of Alberta has reported the highest concentration of measles in Canada.



By Rebecca R. Ruiz and Vjosa Isai



Nov 06, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Canada is on track to lose its place among the nations that have eliminated measles, as international health officials convene this week to review that designation, which experts call a measure of a country's overall pandemic preparedness.

In October 2024, measles cases appeared, as happens in many countries. Since then, though, the virus has spread countrywide. Declining vaccination rates and increased skepticism of public health messaging since the Covid-19 pandemic have been factors, experts say.

But The New York Times found that at critical points, as measles was gaining new footholds in Canada, provincial politicians stopped public health officials from speaking out about the value of getting vaccinated. That tension between politics and health policy is playing out globally.

While Ontario is the province with the most cases, the western province of Alberta has reported an outsize number for its population -- the highest concentration in the country.

Alberta's top government doctor was stopped from speaking publicly about the problem, according to interviews. Emails obtained through a public records request show the doctor urging the government to ramp up its messaging weeks before the virus arrived. 

Danielle Smith, Alberta's premier, has strongly opposed public health requirements and championed personal choice. Amber Bracken for The New York Times


A few dozen cases soon swelled to more than 1,000. So far this year, Alberta has recorded nearly 2,000 cases, Canada has reported more than 5,000 and the United States nearly 1,700.

The World Health Organization considers measles eliminated until it has spread unchecked for a year. Canada is set to be the first Western country since the coronavirus pandemic to lose its elimination status, according to W.H.O. data.

The specter of Covid-19 hangs over this outbreak.

One of the pandemic's paradoxical legacies is its effect on vaccine hesitancy. The Covid-19 vaccine reduced the severity of the disease, saving millions of lives. But it did not, as many people hoped, stop the virus's spread. Misinformation flourished, building on anger over lockdowns and school closings.

That has left some government officials wary about how to deliver health messages, particularly in communities skeptical of vaccines. Alberta's conservative premier, Danielle Smith, has championed personal choice, calling the unvaccinated Alberta's "most discriminated-against group."

Childhood vaccination rates for measles have fallen in Alberta since the pandemic. They were already below the 95 percent threshold that experts say keeps the virus from spreading.

"There's a disproportionate impact of measles in places where there's a deep mistrust of public health or public institutions," Dr. Deena Hinshaw, Alberta's former chief medical officer, said in an interview. "There's a global trend of misinformation and disinformation that's taken root."

Dr. Hinshaw spoke publicly for the first time since being dismissed in 2022 by Ms. Smith, who criticized Covid-era restrictions and campaigned on overhauling the public health system. Ms. Smith's government has put checks on health officials and amended a Bill of Rights to make explicit that a person cannot be forced to be vaccinated.

Dr. Deena Hinshaw, the former chief medical officer of Alberta, was dismissed in 2022. Jason Franson/The Canadian Press, via Associated Press


Dr. Hinshaw's successor, Dr. Mark Joffe, resigned last April after clashing with government officials over how to address the public about measles, according to two people with knowledge of the government response who spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to do so.

While records obtained by The Times do not show anyone restricting public statements, they indicate that before measles spread to Alberta, Dr. Joffe urged more communication. "I cannot emphasize how important it is to get this messaging out," he wrote on Feb. 28, citing outbreaks elsewhere in Canada and Alberta's low vaccination rates.

Officials approved written communications but not a news conference, according to the two people. The medical officer's silence spurred local curiosity. Alberta's health minister told reporters Dr. Joffe did not believe a public address was needed. Days later, Dr. Joffe quit.

"We needed more communication and we needed to communicate with people in ways that they would understand," he said in an interview, declining to detail government deliberations.

After leaving government, he publicly urged people to get vaccinated.

Maddison McKee, a spokeswoman for Alberta's health minister, did not address Dr. Joffe's recommendation. She pointed to a "sharp drop" in measles, noting that new cases had fallen to single digits.

"Public health officials implemented targeted vaccination campaigns, expanded clinic hours and launched provincewide outreach," Ms. McKee wrote in an email. "Since March, more than 130,000 measles vaccines have been administered across Alberta -- a 50 percent increase compared to the same period last year."

A dose of the M.M.R. vaccine, to prevent measles, mumps and rubella, at a clinic in St. Thomas, Ontario. Geoff Robins/The Canadian Press, via Associated Press


The United States has battled measles outbreaks but retains its elimination status because outbreaks have not lasted a year.

"We've had a safe vaccine for measles for 60 years," said Dr. Adam Ratner, a pediatric infectious disease specialist in New York who wrote a book on measles. "It's not like when we were at the beginning of Covid and we didn't have a vaccine, we didn't have good tests and we were still learning the basics."

Canada has reported two measles deaths this year. Measles can weaken the immune system for years, and can foretell the resurgence of other vaccine-preventable illnesses.

"Measles, polio, whooping cough -- people forget about these diseases because we don't have them anymore," Dr. Joffe said. "But when you stop vaccinating, they come back."
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Iran Sentences Iranian American Jewish Man to Prison, Family Says

Kamran Hekmati of Long Island was arrested for visiting Israel 13 years ago to celebrate his son's bar mitzvah, they said.

A synagogue in Tehran. Hossein Beris/Middle East Images, via Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Farnaz Fassihi



Nov 06, 2025 at 09:14 PM

Iran has sentenced an Iranian American Jewish man from New York to prison on charges of traveling to Israel 13 years ago for celebrating his son's bar mitzvah, members of his family said.

Kamran Hekmati, a 70-year-old jeweler who traveled to Iran in May for a brief visit, has been held in Tehran's Evin prison since July, family members said in interviews. They asked not to be named because they feared that Iran's government would retaliate against Mr. Hekmati for speaking publicly.

Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Court sentenced Mr. Hekmati to four years in prison in late August, citing a law that bans Iranians from visiting Israel, family members said. Mr. Hekmati, who holds dual citizenship, was born in Iran but immigrated to the United States when he was 13 years old. He traveled to Iran to visit family using his Iranian passport, as Iranians are obliged to do, and Iran says it does not recognize dual citizenship.

In September, Iran's judiciary reduced the punishment for traveling to Israel to two years in prison and subsequently cut Mr. Hekmati's sentence in half, members of his family said. His name and his sentence have not previously been reported.

A lawyer for the family has filed an appeal, but a court date has not yet been set, the family members said. They said they hope Iran releases him on humanitarian grounds because he was not involved in politics, had visited Israel for personal reasons and was in poor health fighting aggressive bladder cancer.

Iran's mission to the United Nations said it would not comment on Mr. Hekmati's case.

Kamran Hekmati, in a family photo.


Iran is currently holding at least four American citizens: Mr. Hekmati, the journalist Reza Valizadeh, and two women whose identities have not been made public, according to rights groups, relatives and a lawyer representing one of the women.

The State Department, citing privacy and security concerns, said it could not comment on individual cases of Americans detained in Iran or divulge exactly how many were being held. It said in a statement that it was continuing to engage with allies and partners on "this issue and on cases of unjust detention in Iran in general."

"The Iranian regime has a long history of unjustly and wrongfully detaining other countries' citizens," the State Department said in a statement. "Iran should release these individuals immediately."

Iran's government has a track record of detaining foreign and dual nationals and using them as political pawns for prisoner swaps and to release frozen funds. But Mr. Hekmati is the first known case in recent years in which Iran targeted a Jewish dual American citizen for traveling to Israel for personal reasons.

"By wrongfully detaining Mr. Hekmati and others like him, Tehran is once again unnecessarily fueling tensions with the United States and Israel," said Siamak Namazi, an Iranian American and former prisoner in Iran. He was jailed for eight years and released in 2023 in a deal with the Biden administration.

Mr. Hekmati owns a jewelry business in Midtown Manhattan's diamond district and lives in Great Neck, Long Island, home to a large population of Iranian American Jews. His family says he delights in spending time with his four children and first grandchild, is an active member of the local synagogue and has a deep love for Iranian culture.

"Kamran was the person who glued the family together. He was always there for everyone, his wife, his kids, all his relatives, anyone he met in Iran," Shohreh Nowfar, a cousin who lives in California, said in a telephone interview. "It's so ironic that the country he loved so much and tried to help has now imprisoned him."

Mr. Hekmati returned to Iran on multiple occasions alone and with his wife and children, and did not encounter any problems until this past May, when tensions between Iran and Israel spiked ahead of military strikes, members of his family said.

Security forces stopped Mr. Hekmati at Tehran's international airport as he tried to leave the country, confiscated his passport and demanded access to his mobile phone and social media accounts, members of his family said.

From May to early July, intelligence agents interrogated Mr. Hekmati several times as he remained at a relative's home in Tehran while he was banned from leaving the country, members of his family said. In early July, shortly after a cease-fire with Israel that was brokered by the United States, security agents raided the home and arrested him, members of his family said.

He was charged and sentenced in late August without being allowed legal representation, they said. The family members added that they hired a lawyer after he was sentenced.

Iranian leaders, including President Masoud Pezeshkian, have long encouraged Iranians in the diaspora, including those from religious and ethnic minority groups, to visit without fear. Mr. Pezeshkian reiterated that message in September during the United Nations General Assembly.
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Scores of Gaza Militants Still in Areas Under Israeli Control, Officials Say

At least some of the fighters are believed to be in the enclave's vast tunnel network, marooned behind the "yellow line" that Israeli forces withdrew to as part of the cease-fire.

A "yellow line" marker in Bureij, central Gaza, this week. The militants' proximity to Israeli soldiers has raised concerns about inadvertent clashes. Bashar Taleb/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images
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Nov 06, 2025 at 03:17 PM

Scores of Palestinian militants are still in Israeli-controlled parts of Gaza and blocked from leaving safely by the military, three Israeli security officials have said, posing a challenge to mediators hoping to shore up a fragile truce between Israel and Hamas.

The militants' proximity to Israeli soldiers has raised concerns about inadvertent clashes. Israel redeployed its forces inside Gaza as part of the cease-fire deal in October, leaving the military in control of roughly half of the enclave.

Some of those militants are believed to be hiding in tunnels under the southern city of Rafah, said the officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive details. It is unclear how long the militants have been in those areas.

A person close to Hamas's leadership confirmed the presence of the militants behind the Israeli withdrawal boundary, known as the "yellow line." Hamas officials declined to comment.

Since the start of the truce, the Israeli military has said that it was targeted twice by militants in Rafah, killing three soldiers. It said those attacks had been staged behind the yellow line.

The military held Hamas responsible for those attacks and responded by carrying out enormous strikes across Gaza. Around 150 Palestinians were killed in those strikes, including children, according to Gaza's health authorities, who do not distinguish between combatants and civilians.

Hamas's armed wing said that it had no connection to the attacks in Rafah and that it was sticking to the cease-fire. The group claimed to have lost touch with its fighters there in recent months.

Inspecting a home in Khan Younis, Gaza, last week, after a strike. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times


The person close to Hamas's leadership, who spoke on condition of anonymity to freely discuss the group's position, said the two sides had been close to a deal to allow for the safe passage of the militants.

Bezalel Smotrich, a far-right minister in the Israeli government, confirmed officials had been discussing an arrangement to allow the militants to leave. In a news conference on Monday, he said he strongly opposed the move, which would have been "a betrayal" of Israeli soldiers.

"I was happy to hear that the prime minister rejected this absurd idea, and I hope he sticks to that," Mr. Smotrich said.

The office of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel did not respond to a request for comment.

The Trump administration and mediating countries in the region say they are working to turn the cease-fire between Israel and Hamas into a lasting peace. The two warring sides agreed to an initial truce in mid-October, which saw all of the 20 surviving hostages in Gaza freed in exchange for the release of nearly 2,000 Palestinian prisoners and detainees.

Every week has brought new tests for the cease-fire amid flare-ups of violence between the two sides.

Tensions have arisen over the return of hostages' remains still in Gaza. Israel has accused Hamas of delaying the handover, which Hamas was obligated to do as part of the agreement.

Members of Hamas's armed wing recovering what were believed to be the remains of a hostage in Khan Younis last week. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times


Hamas officials have claimed that some bodies were lost under rubble or that they could not be located because the militants who buried them earlier in the war had since been killed.

Late Wednesday night, Hamas handed over the body of Joshua Loitu Mollel, according to the Israeli prime minister's office.

It said Mr. Mollel, an agriculture student from Tanzania, was abducted during the Hamas-led assault on Oct. 7, 2023, which ignited the war in Gaza. The bodies of at least six captives are still in Gaza, according to the Israeli authorities.

Since the cease-fire came into effect, Israeli forces have attacked Gaza residents it said had crossed their withdrawal lines in violation of the agreement, including a civilian vehicle, carrying several members of an extended family.

At least nine people were killed, including several children, according to family members, while two others were presumed dead. The Israeli military confirmed firing on the car.

U.S. officials are seeking a mandate from the United Nations Security Council for an "international stabilization force" to be deployed in Gaza.

According to a draft resolution seen by The Times this week, that force would ensure the process of demilitarizing the enclave, including decommissioning weapons from armed groups. It also said that the force would train and support Palestinian police officers.

On Wednesday, Mike Waltz, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, met with members of the Council to discuss the planned resolution.

A Security Council mandate is seen as necessary to persuade many countries to consider sending troops to Gaza. To pass, the resolution would need the support of a majority of the Council, and all of the five permanent members -- Britain, China, France and Russia, along with the United States -- would have to forgo using their veto power.

It was not clear how the international force would ensure that Gaza was demilitarized. Hamas officials say they are not willing to disband their armed wing or give up their weapons, saying armed resistance to Israel would continue until the establishment of a Palestinian state.

Rawan Sheikh Ahmad contributed reporting.
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Libya Detains Prison Director Wanted for Crimes Against Humanity

Osama Elmasry Njeem was arrested in Italy in January but sent back to Libya, as critics accused the Italian government of failing to stand up for human rights.

The International Criminal Court in The Hague, Netherlands. Piroschka Van De Wouw/Reuters



By Pranav Baskar and Elisabetta Povoledo
Elisabetta Povoledo reported from Rome.


Nov 05, 2025 at 10:25 PM

The authorities in Libya detained a prison director, who is accused by the International Criminal Court of committing war crimes and crimes against humanity in the alleged abuses of inmates, the country's attorney general's office said on Wednesday.

The detention of the man, Osama Elmasry Njeem, comes months after his initial arrest on the charges in Turin, Italy. Italian authorities ignited a controversy in Europe by swiftly sending the man back to Libya after his arrest, despite the requests of the I.C.C.

The I.C.C.'s arrest warrant said Mr. Njeem was suspected of crimes against humanity and war crimes, including murder, torture, rape and sexual violence. The Libyan attorney general's office said in a statement on Wednesday that it had collected reports that inmates in a prison overseen by Mr. Njeem had been subjected to torture. The office added that it had "sufficient evidence supporting the charges."

The statement did not specify when he had been detained, nor his response to the charges.

A 2018 report by the United Nations Human Rights Commission found that armed groups in Libya hold thousands of people in "prolonged, arbitrary and unlawful detention." Since fighting among those groups began intensifying in 2014, three years after the fall of the Libyan dictator Muammar el-Qaddafi, rival militias have rounded up suspected opponents, the report found. Detainees at the Mitiga detention facility, which Mr. Njeem directed, are subjected to "torture, unlawful killing" and other atrocities, the report said.

Mr. Njeem, the head of the Libyan judiciary police, was accused of committing, ordering or assisting in crimes against people imprisoned in the system since February 2015, according to the I.C.C.

A statement by the court said some of his victims had been imprisoned for religious reasons, on suspicion of "immoral behavior" or homosexuality, or for the purpose of coercion.

When Mr. Njeem was repatriated to Libya from Italy in late January, Italian officials said that he had been expelled both for "security reasons" and on procedural grounds. But critics accused the Italian government of trying a political maneuver to cozy up to Libya, which Italy depends on to stem the flow of migrants from Africa.

The I.C.C. said Italy had breached its obligations to the court by failing to properly execute the arrest.

Opposition lawmakers in Italy jumped on Mr. Njeem's arrest in Libya to attack the government of Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni.

"What a humiliation for the Meloni government," a former prime minister, Giuseppe Conte, of the opposition Five Star Movement, said in a post on X on Wednesday. Instead of cooperating with the court, the Italian government "brought him home on a state flight, flying our flag, trampling on international law and the International Criminal Court, whose Statute protecting rights was signed in Rome," Mr. Conte wrote.

Elly Schlein, the leader of the Democratic Party, the biggest opposition party, publicly called on the government to "apologize to all Italians" for losing face on the international stage.

Islam Al-Atrash contributed reporting.
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Remains of the Last American Hostage Held in Gaza Returned to Israel

Israeli officials told Itay Chen's family last year that he was probably killed on Oct. 7, 2023, but relatives put off mourning until his body had come home.

Ruby Chen commemorating his son Itay Chen at a candlelight vigil on the steps of the U.S. Capitol last year. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Ephrat Livni



Nov 06, 2025 at 12:07 AM

The body of the last and youngest of the American hostages held in Gaza was returned to Israel on Tuesday.

"The remains of Itay Chen, a young American taken hostage by Hamas at just 19 years old, have finally returned home," Secretary of State Marco Rubio said on Tuesday. "We honor his life, mourn his loss and stand with his family."

Mr. Chen, a dual citizen who was born and raised in Israel and was serving in the military on Oct. 7, 2023, was initially presumed to have been taken alive to Gaza. Last year, the Israeli military told his parents that its intelligence indicated he had apparently been killed that day while defending civilians near the Gaza border, during the Hamas-led attack that set off the devastating war in the enclave.

In an interview on Wednesday, Ruby Chen, Itay's father, said the family did not perform Jewish mourning rites at the time and refused to do so until his body was returned. He described family members during their long waiting period as "dead men walking," saying the repatriation of his son's remains is now "saving the living" and allowing relatives to "be whole" after more than two years of anguish, waiting and campaigning for his return.

Itay was his middle child, with an older and younger brother. "He was a loving kid," Mr. Chen said.

Mr. Chen said he was feeling "a mixed bag of emotions," including loss and also some relief, gratitude for the commitment of the United States government and Israel to bringing back the hostages, and concern for the remains of other captives in Gaza.

"There is no joy in laying your child to rest, but there is relief and there is peace for the soul," Hagit Chen, Itay's mother, said in a statement on Wednesday from the Hostages and Missing Families Forum, a group representing relatives of some of the captives.

"Every family of the fallen hostages deserves this bare minimum," she added, vowing to continue campaigning for the release of bodies until the last of them is returned.

Her statement echoed a sentiment expressed on Monday by Orna Neutra, the mother of Omer Neutra, a New York native. Like Itay Chen, he was a dual Israeli American citizen, serving in the Israeli military when he was killed and his body was taken to Gaza. His remains were returned to Israel earlier this week and a vigil was held for him at Columbus Circle on Monday.

On Wednesday evening, a day after Mr. Chen's remains were returned, the office of Israel's prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, said it had received another body of a hostage that Hamas turned over to the Red Cross, but had yet to identify the remains. If the body is identified as that of one of the captives, there would be six that have yet to be returned. All the living hostages have been freed.

Ruby Chen, who is from New York, said he had spent "a lot of time" with President Trump explaining why returning all of those who were taken, living or dead, was critical to the families. "He understands the significance," Mr. Chen said.

A push by the Trump administration, along with mediators from Qatar and Egypt, to reach a cease-fire, release the remaining hostages and increase humanitarian aid in Gaza culminated in a fragile truce between Israel and Hamas in October.

This has led to the release of 20 remaining living captives and the repatriation of the remains of more than 20 people. As part of the agreement, Israel has released more than 250 Palestinian prisoners serving sentences for violent attacks, and more than 1,700 people who had been detained in Gaza and held without charges.

Under the terms of the deal, Israel has been required to return 15 deceased Palestinians for each body of an Israeli hostage. Remains have been returned to Palestinians without identification, raising questions about the circumstances of their deaths.

Mr. Chen said he was eager to see peace for the volatile region. Speaking for his family, he said, "We hope Itay's ultimate sacrifice will be a catalyst for the people in the Middle East to have a better future."
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'Broken My Hope': Trump's Move to Slash Refugee Arrivals Ricochets Widely

President Trump's policy has shut the door on all but a tiny fraction of people across the world seeking refuge in the United States from conflict, persecution or both.

An aerial view of a Rohingya refugee camp in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh, in March. Under new Trump administration rules, far fewer refugees will have the chance to resettle in the United States. Mahmud Hossain Opu/Associated Press



By Hannah Beech
Reporting from Bangkok


Nov 06, 2025 at 05:01 AM

Mohammed Faisal sold his computer shop and graphic design business that he had scraped together in the refugee camp in Bangladesh. He even sold his tarpaulin shelter to raise money to move to America.

He told his three sons, born in exile, as he was, that they would soon be citizens of a country composed of immigrants.

He was wrong. Mr. Faisal, a member of the Rohingya Muslim minority whose violent expulsion from Myanmar has been labeled a genocide by the United States, has been stymied by a series of actions by President Trump that have shut the door on almost all refugees seeking sanctuary in the United States.

On his first day in office, Mr. Trump announced a pause in refugee admissions. In his latest move, a federal notice was posted last week announcing that the United States would accept no more than 7,500 refugees from across the world for the fiscal year that started in October. The previous period's ceiling, set by the Biden administration, was 125,000.

The new cap is the lowest in the history of the decades-old refugee program, and it was made official without consulting Congress.

The federal notice specified that future refugee resettlement will prioritize a white South African group called Afrikaners, as well as "other victims of illegal or unjust discrimination in their respective homelands." The South African government has disputed that Afrikaners face such persecution.

A group of white South African refugees arriving at Dulles International Airport in Virginia in May. Kevin Lamarque/Reuters


In recent years, most of the refugees accepted by the United States have come from the Democratic Republic of Congo, Afghanistan, Venezuela, Syria and Myanmar, all places that have endured conflict or major social upheaval.

Mr. Faisal, who learned his fluent English from classes held in dirt-floor tents and from movies like "Titanic" and "The Terminator," had been on the cusp of resettling in America when Mr. Trump returned to office in January. His years of immigration paperwork are now paused.

"The U.S.A. is my dream country," Mr. Faisal, 31, said. "The U.S.A. is a country of immigrants who work hard, and I want to work hard."

The news of the slashed cap has crushed him, Mr. Faisal said, his voice choked with sobs.

"I have sold everything," he said. "I have nothing." 

Mr. Faisal and his family are living with his sister and her family in a single tent. It is too many people for one shelter, he said.

In Thailand, where refugee camps for other ethnic minorities from Myanmar have been open for decades, the number of people who left for the United States in fiscal 2025 was just 465, despite a recently launched program that was supposed to increase emigration to America significantly. A year earlier, more than 7,300 Myanmar refugees were granted entry to the United States, just a couple of hundred fewer than the new worldwide quota.

Conflict in Myanmar has pushed a new generation of displaced people across the country's borders. Somrerk Kosolwitthayanant/EPA, via Shutterstock


Apart from ethnic-cleansing campaigns, Myanmar has been engulfed by civil war following a military coup in 2021.

Daw May Hnin's son got a student visa to study international relations in the United States three years ago, then applied for asylum when the Myanmar junta began to draft young people to fight in the civil war. She had hoped to join him in Minnesota, but in June Myanmar was put on the list of countries bound by a travel ban because of the high number of its citizens who overstayed their American visas. She cried when she learned of the 7,500-person limit, Ms. May Hnin said, wondering if she would ever see her son again.

"I know countries have their limits, but for a mother like me, this isn't about politics," she said. "It's about love, family and the chance to be whole again."

For others, the United States is the reason they need to flee their homeland. After the Taliban regained control of Afghanistan, thousands of Afghans who were associated with the previous American-backed authority were granted so-called special immigrant visas. But many have yet to reach the United States. The new cap has left them in despair.

"This decision by Trump has broken my hope," said Saboor, a former supervisor for a U.S. program in Afghanistan.

Mr. Saboor is being identified by only one name because of security concerns. Human rights groups say that people like him who remain in Afghanistan face arrest and abuse by the Taliban, even torture and death.

In 2024, roughly 3,100 Afghan refugees were resettled in the United States each month. From January to May of this year, those arrivals plummeted by nearly two-thirds.

In July, the Trump administration withdrew humanitarian protections for Afghans already resettled in the United States, citing Afghanistan's "improved security situation and its stabilizing economy." The removal of their "temporary protected status" could lead to deportations of Afghans to a country where they almost assuredly would face reprisals.

Despite the bleak prospects, Mr. Faisal, the refugee in Bangladesh, said the election of Zohran Mamdani, a Muslim American immigrant, as New York City mayor on Tuesday gave him hope that his dreams of emigrating to the United States might still one day come true.

"Inshallah," he said.

Yaqoob Akbary contributed reporting from Kabul, Afghanistan, and Elian Peltier from Islamabad, Pakistan.
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Republicans Block Measure to Bar Military Strike on Venezuela

All but two G.O.P. senators voted against a resolution to stop the president from expanding his military campaign against drug traffickers to include land targets inside Venezuela.

Senator Rand Paul of Kentucky was one of two Republicans who joined Democrats on Thursday in voting to prevent an attack on Venezuela. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times



By Megan Mineiro
Reporting from the Capitol


Nov 06, 2025 at 11:48 PM

Republicans on Thursday blocked a resolution that would prevent President Trump from attacking Venezuela without explicit congressional authorization, turning back an effort to ensure that Congress has a say in his escalating military campaign against drug cartels.

The 51-to-49 vote against bringing up the resolution came as the president was weighing possible military action against President Nicolas Maduro of Venezuela, with some senior aides advising Mr. Trump to oust Mr. Maduro from power.

Democrats and a small number of Republicans have grown increasingly alarmed about Mr. Trump's expanding war, carried out without consultation with or authorization by Congress. They have pressed for more information and involvement in a campaign whose legal basis remains murky.

Those concerns have grown as the Trump administration has built up military force in the Caribbean -- including the movement of the Pentagon's newest and largest aircraft carrier to the region -- and continued airstrikes on boats that officials say are ferrying drugs to the United States. Lawmakers have been left largely in the dark about the scope of, or endgame for, the operations.

U.S. Marines participating in training exercises in Puerto Rico last month. The United States has sent about 10,000 troops, plus military aircraft and ships, to the Caribbean region.  Ricardo Arduengo/Reuters


But on Thursday, even Republicans who voiced serious concern about the strikes and the administration's lack of consultation or transparency on them voted against the effort to insist on a definitive role for Congress.

Senator Todd Young, Republican of Indiana, said in a statement that his vote should not be read as an endorsement of the administration's "current course" in the Caribbean and the Pacific.

"As a matter of policy, I am troubled by many aspects and assumptions of this operation and believe it is at odds with the majority of Americans who want the U.S. military less entangled in international conflicts," Mr. Young said. "The strategic objective of militarizing a 'war on drugs' is unclear at best," he added, and lamented "the creeping expansion of executive war-making -- under presidents of both parties -- without congressional input or oversight," calling it "dangerous."

Only two Republicans, Senators Rand Paul of Kentucky and Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, joined Democrats on Thursday in voting for the measure.

Senators Tim Kaine of Virginia and Adam B. Schiff of California, both Democrats, and Mr. Paul brought up the resolution under the 1973 War Powers Act, a law that requires swift action on a measure to put an end to unauthorized overseas hostilities.

Senator Tim Kaine, one of the resolution's co-sponsors, speaking to reporters at the Capitol on Thursday. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times


The resolution had no real path to enactment; even if the Senate had passed it, it was all but certain to fail in the Republican-led House, which has been exceedingly deferential to Mr. Trump. And if the measure had passed both chambers, Mr. Trump could have vetoed it.

But Mr. Paul, a libertarian who routinely opposes U.S. military intervention overseas, said before the vote that Republican support for the measure would signal that some within the president's own party were increasingly uncomfortable with his policies abroad.

Last week, the Senate voted three times to end Mr. Trump's sweeping tariffs, and the Venezuela vote was just one more sign, Mr. Paul said, of "growing discontent."

Last month, Republicans voted to block a resolution that would halt Mr. Trump's boat strikes. Since that vote, the Pentagon has carried out another dozen attacks, bringing the total to 16 and the number of people killed to at least 67.

Ms. Murkowski was the only Republican to join Mr. Paul in voting for that measure.

Mr. Schiff said it "strains credulity" that the Trump administration would deploy dozens of military aircraft and ships and around 10,000 troops to the region to counter small drug-running boats.

"I think it's really an open secret that this is much more about potential regime change, and if that's where the administration is headed, if that's what we're risking and along with a war, then Congress needs to be heard on this," he said.

Given the military buildup in the region, Mr. Paul said, the "risk of imminent involvement in hostilities is evident."

Mr. Paul said the U.S. had learned from conflicts in Iraq and Libya that "foreign military interventions often end up making things worse."

The White House in recent days gave Congress access to the classified memo outlining its legal justification for the strikes at sea. Some top lawmakers have also received classified briefings.

But Democrats said that memo is thin and overly general, and does not cite any specific legal authority for direct military action on land to counter narcotics trafficking.

"It makes no effort to claim that there's a legal rationale for invading the sovereign nation. No effort to claim that it's about Venezuela or could be used with respect to Venezuela," said Mr. Kaine.

Many G.O.P. senators voiced full-throated support for the president's decision to engage in armed conflict with cartels carrying drugs across the U.S. border.

"Whatever power that President Trump would like to use to stop that, I think he has the authority under the Constitution," said Senator Lindsey Graham, Republican of South Carolina.

Republicans who voted against the resolution said the president's strikes so far did not constitute wartime action, but that if the Senate was going to attempt to enforce the War Powers Act, it should focus on the boat strikes, not on a land strike that had yet to unfold.

"If you want to have a serious conversation about war powers, I'm ready to have it. But I don't think this is that," said Senator John Curtis, Republican of Utah.

Senator Thom Tillis, Republican of North Carolina, voted against the resolution but said that if the strikes continued, Congress might need to act.

"If we're having the same discussion and the same things are going on a few months from now, and it's not a dozen or so, but 50 or so, then we have to have a real discussion about whether or not we're engaging in some sort of a hybrid war," Mr. Tillis said.
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Global Warming Made Hurricane Melissa More Damaging, Researchers Say

Climate change enabled the storm to churn faster and grow more quickly, a rapid analysis found.

Clearing fallen trees in Westmorelands Parish, in western Jamaica, on Sunday. Federico Rios for The New York Times



By Sachi Kitajima Mulkey



Nov 06, 2025 at 05:01 AM

Hurricane Melissa's path through the Caribbean last month was made more violent by climate change, according to a scientific analysis released Thursday. 

Researchers from the group World Weather Attribution found that the storm had 7 percent stronger wind speeds than a similar one in a world that has not been warmed by the burning of fossil fuels. They also found the rate of rainfall inside the eyewall of the storm was 16 percent more intense.

Melissa made landfall as a Category 5 storm in Jamaica on Oct. 28 with wind speeds of 185 miles per hour, collapsing buildings and knocking out internet to most of the island. It continued on to Cuba as a Category 3 storm, forcing hundreds to evacuate, and pummeled Haiti with catastrophic flooding. Dozens of people in hard-hit areas have died.  

Even a small increase in wind speed can cause substantial damage, said Friederike Otto, one of the group's founders and a climatologist at Imperial College London. While the economic toll of Melissa is still unfolding, Dr. Otto estimated that the increase in wind speed may have added more than one billion dollars in additional damages. For a country with a small gross domestic product, that is a "huge percentage of the damages," she said.

Since World Weather Attribution was founded in 2014, it has published more than 100 studies that quickly link the impact of global warming to heat waves, drought, wildfires and storms. It has found that other damaging storms, like Hurricane Helene and Milton last year, were more intense and devastating because of climate change.

Climate change "absolutely has its 'finger on the scale,' but that doesn't automatically mean all hurricanes will become powerful," said Brian McNoldy, a senior researcher of atmospheric science at the University of Miami. Rather, an average storm is more likely to encounter factors that help it intensify, he said.

The frequency of hurricanes may actually be decreasing as the climate warms, according to a 2022 study. But those that do form are more likely to become extreme, according to the United Nations' leading climate report.

Hurricanes draw energy from ocean heat. Melissa formed in the central Caribbean, where temperatures were 2.5 degrees Fahrenheit higher than usual. The analysis found that climate change made these temperatures, and the humidity that helped Melissa intensify, six times more likely.

"It is very clear that the oceans have warmed in recent decades due to climate change," said Mr. McNoldy. "All other things being equal, that would act to enhance hurricane activity."

Hurricanes born in hot ocean waters are also more likely to rapidly intensify, a designation that means a storm's sustained wind speeds jumped by 35 miles per hour, or roughly equivalent to two storm categories, in 24 hours. Melissa's wind speeds doubled in less than a day and raced through multiple categories over a weekend.

Heat in the atmosphere matters, too. Each degree of Celsius warming can cause the air to hold 7 percent more moisture. Almost like a giant sponge being wrung out, this means hurricanes can carry larger cargoes of rain that can be dumped on areas they pass over.

The mountainous regions of Jamaica received a staggering amount of rain that triggered landslides. In Black River, a community in Southwestern Jamaica, critically important hospitals and firehouses were overwhelmed by the floods.

The immense damage from Melissa was made worse because some areas of Jamaica and Cuba were still recovering from last year's hurricanes, Beryl and Oscar, said Roop Singh, a climate specialist with the Red Cross and one of the report's authors. "These types of back-to-back shocks make it harder for people to fully recover," she said. "The full picture is still unraveling as people reach communities that have been cut off by flooding and landslides."

The Caribbean is the world's most exposed region to climate-fueled disasters, according to the International Monetary Fund. The WWA analysis comes as business and government leaders are preparing to meet for annual global climate talks in Brazil.

There, a main focus for a United Nations group of small island nations that includes Jamaica will be to call for more funding from rich nations to help more vulnerable nations adapt, according to Kishan Khoday, who represents the United Nations Development Program in Jamaica.

Melissa was one of three Category 5 hurricanes to form this year, which has seen 13 named storms so far. The first two weeks of September, the typical peak of the Hurricane season, saw no tropical cyclone activity.
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Mexico's President Presses Charges Against Man Who Groped Her on the Street

A video of a man touching Mexico's first female president, Claudia Sheinbaum, shocked many Mexicans but did not surprise them. "It's so common," one woman said.

Video: Mexico's President Presses Charges After Being Groped in Public

President Claudia Sheinbaum of Mexico said she filed a complaint against a man who groped and tried to kiss her in an episode captured on video.


By Annie Correal and Emiliano Rodriguez Mega
Reporting from Mexico City


Nov 05, 2025 at 11:12 PM

A day after a man groped Mexico's president, Claudia Sheinbaum, in an episode captured on video, she announced on Wednesday that she had reported the incident to the police as a crime.

"My reflection was: If I don't file a complaint, then what message does that send to all Mexican women?" Ms. Sheinbaum said at her daily news conference, noting sexual harassment was a crime in Mexico City, where the episode took place. "If this can happen to the president, what's going to happen to all the young women and women across our country?"

The man could be seen on the video, which circulated widely on social media, approaching the president on Tuesday as she was walking  in the city's historic center. He moved to kiss the president and put his hands on her breasts, the video showed, before her personnel intervened.

A screen grab from video shows a man reaching out to touch Mexico's president, Claudia Sheinbaum. via X


The episode immediately raised questions about the president's security, and set off conversations among women about their own experiences.

It also caused concern among many over the apparent lack of progress for women as a whole: Ms. Sheinbaum, Mexico's first female president, made ending violence against women a cornerstone of her campaign, but only a year after being elected, she was groped by a stranger in public.

Such harassment is not considered a crime at the federal level, Ms. Sheinbaum said Wednesday, nor is it a crime in all Mexican states -- a point that Ms. Sheinbaum said she would ask officials to examine, so that all women could press charges as she had.

"We need to make this visible and say no -- a firm no," Ms. Sheinbaum said. "Women's personal space must not be violated. How do we address this? Through awareness campaigns, through schools -- because this is also about educating men. And we must make sure that when women file complaints, they are taken seriously and not made to waste a whole day, which discourages them from reporting."

She added: "I don't want this to be a privilege of the president."

The man was arrested and identified by the authorities as Uriel Rivera Martinez, 33. 

Ms. Sheinbaum said he had been "totally inebriated" when he approached her, and that he had accosted other women the same day.

It was not clear whether Mr. Rivera had a lawyer.

At the time of the incident, Ms. Sheinbaum was walking between meetings to save time, she said at the news conference. A government spokesman confirmed she did not have security and was accompanied by one aide.

At Wednesday's news conference, Ms. Sheinbaum said the incident would not prompt her to take greater precautions or change her habit of mingling with people, something she has made a point of, including after recent flooding in the state of Veracruz.

"As for my security -- we're not going to change who we are. We can't be far from the people, " she said. "For now, our aides will continue supporting us, but we have to stay close to the people. To isolate ourselves, to ride around in a van -- we have no known risk that would justify that."

Ms. Sheinbaum's constituents have invaded her personal space before, including in June, while meeting with victims of Hurricane Erick in Oaxaca. On that trip, an older woman gave the president a peck on the cheek, an incident captured in another video circulated widely.

This week's episode prompted many Mexican women to reflect online on how commonplace it was to be touched or groped, even while walking during the day, as Ms. Sheinbaum was on Tuesday.

"In broad daylight and in front of a lot of people," said Maria Fernanda Rodriguez, a political scientist and member of Mujeres en Plural, an organization that defends women's political rights. "And that recurs, well, daily -- during the day, at night, all over, sadly." 

Alejandra Rivera, a restaurant hostess, said, "It's something we shouldn't grow accustomed to -- but it's so common."

Ms. Rivera and many women interviewed in Mexico City recalled being groped on public transportation or fearing that their daughters would be.

As crowds squeezed off metro cars, said Angelica Hernandez, "they touch you everywhere and you can't tell who it was." The police only filed a report if you had a name, she said.

Those who study gender-based violence in Mexico said Ms. Sheinbaum's moves to speak out against harassment and to criminalize it represented a meaningful departure from the status quo. 

"It sends an important message that such violence is completely real," said Wendy Briceno, a former lawmaker in Ms. Sheinbaum's party who led a commission on gender equality.

"Once you start talking about it," said Alice Driver, an American journalist who spent a decade in Mexico documenting violence against women, "you realize the kinds of issues that women face on a daily basis when it comes to men thinking that they can touch or kiss or grope you, simply for existing in public space."

She went on: "So I think it's a really important that Sheinbaum has used this as a moment to talk not only about what happened to her -- but how laws need to be changed."
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Mamdani Begins to Pick the Team That Will Help Him Run New York City

Zohran Mamdani has been planning his mayoral transition for months and appears poised to hire veterans of city government to key posts in his administration.

Zohran Mamdani, New York City's mayor-elect, appointed four co-chairs of his transition team, who will work with him to fill out his administration. Amir Hamja for The New York Times



By Emma G. Fitzsimmons and Nicholas Fandos



Nov 05, 2025 at 08:24 PM

Zohran Mamdani, the mayor-elect of New York City, moved quickly on Wednesday to try to reassure New Yorkers that he was prepared to lead, rolling out a team of City Hall veterans that he said would guide his transition into office.

Mr. Mamdani, 34, has laid out an agenda that would be ambitious for any mayor to deliver, including promises to make buses free, expand government-funded child care and jump-start housing development.

But as the youngest person to win the office in more than a century and a democratic socialist, Mr. Mamdani is certain to face even more intense scrutiny than his predecessors as he picks the team that will help run a city with a $115 billion budget and 300,000 municipal employees. They could help determine his success or failure as mayor, but also telegraph how far to the left he intends to try to steer the city.

Mr. Mamdani tapped four women as co-chairs of his transition, three of whom have worked for his predecessors. The choices signaled that he was interested in a broad range of experience in New York and Washington.

Among them is Maria Torres-Springer, a well-respected government operations expert who was first deputy mayor under Mayor Eric Adams before resigning last winter. She is now also under consideration to fill that role for Mr. Mamdani, according to two people familiar with the matter.

The other co-chairs are Lina Khan, a progressive favorite who served as Federal Trade Commission chair under former President Joseph R. Biden Jr.; Grace Bonilla, the head of United Way of New York City and an alumna of former Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg's administration; and Melanie Hartzog, who was deputy mayor for health and human services under former Mayor Bill de Blasio, Mr. Adams's predecessor.

Elana Leopold, a political strategist who also worked for Mr. de Blasio, will serve as the team's executive director as it tries to fill dozens of key posts before Mr. Mamdani is sworn in on Jan. 1.

Monica Klein, another de Blasio administration alumna, will serve as the transition communications director, and Ali Najmi, the campaign's lawyer and a Mamdani confidant, will be its lead counsel, according to two other people familiar with the hires.

Time is of the essence. President Trump has threatened to withhold billions of dollars in federal funds from New York City and to send in the National Guard if the new mayor adopts policies he does not like. Such actions would have the potential to define Mr. Mamdani's early tenure.

Speaking at his first news conference since his commanding victory on Tuesday, Mr. Mamdani said he wanted the group to help him build an administration united around "a commitment to solving old problems with new solutions." He reiterated that he would have no ideological litmus tests.

"The poetry of campaigning may have come to a close last night at 9, but the beautiful prose of governing has only just begun," he said, adapting a line from former Gov. Mario M. Cuomo, the father of the man Mr. Mamdani defeated.

Mr. Mamdani has yet to make any firm hiring commitments, other than saying he plans to ask the current police commissioner, Jessica Tisch, to stay on. Gov. Kathy Hochul and prominent business leaders had pushed him to do so, and Mr. Mamdani reaffirmed that commitment on Wednesday.

Mr. Mamdani is also expected to bring his top adviser, Elle Bisgaard-Church, to City Hall, where she could serve a similar role to the one that Emma Wolfe, Mr. de Blasio's closest adviser, held during his administration.

Ms. Bisgaard-Church, who like Mr. Mamdani is in her 30s and is a member of the Democratic Socialists of America, said in an interview that she had been working for months to prepare for governing.

She said Mr. Mamdani was looking to hire people who had experience to deliver on his affordability agenda and a "new perspective, energy, and vision."

Elle Bisgaard-Church, Mr. Mamdani's top adviser, served as his campaign manager during the Democratic primary. Laura Brett/ZUMA Press, via Shutterstock


Ms. Hochul, who endorsed Mr. Mamdani in September and will be key to enacting much of his agenda, has assumed an unusually active posture in the hiring process, saying she will help him find a "very seasoned team to help manage a wildly complicated city."

Mr. Mamdani and his team have sought advice from a wide range of people, including Ron Klain, Mr. Biden's former chief of staff; Janette Sadik-Khan, who was transportation commissioner under Mr. Bloomberg; and Kathryn Garcia, the director of state operations under Ms. Hochul and the runner-up in the 2021 Democratic mayoral primary. (Ms. Garcia attended Mr. Mamdani's victory rally on Tuesday night.)

Others consulted by Mr. Mamdani and his aides include Marshall Ganz, a professor at Harvard University and an expert in community organizing; Matt Bruenig, a labor lawyer who founded a left-leaning think tank; and Lilliam Barrios-Paoli, a deputy mayor for health and human services under Mr. de Blasio.

As others reached out to offer assistance on Wednesday, there was at least one notable exception: Mr. Mamdani said Mr. Adams, who campaigned against him, had not yet reached out to congratulate him on his victory or invite him to visit City Hall to begin discussing the transfer of power.

Mr. Mamdani will face a balancing act as he proceeds, moving to hire people who align with his left-leaning values and those who might satisfy key constituencies, including unions and local Democratic leaders.

Asked on Wednesday if he would bring more D.S.A. members into City Hall, he did not offer any specific commitments. "I am looking forward to having every member of our coalition be a part of our transition," he said.

Mitchell Moss, a professor of urban policy at N.Y.U. and a former adviser to Mr. Bloomberg, said that Mr. Mamdani should hire people with "proven skills in getting things done."

He added: "The goal is to find people who reflect his vision, not to appease every interest group."

Mr. Mamdani ran on three major campaign pledges: freezing the rent on rent-stabilized apartments, making buses free and creating universal child care. Enacting those policies could cost nearly $7 billion annually.

Mr. Mamdani is vetting a few people for two key roles: first deputy mayor and schools chancellor. In addition to Ms. Torres-Springer, Mr. Mamdani is considering Anthony Shorris and Dean Fuleihan, a pair of Mr. de Blasio's top deputies, for first deputy mayor, according to two people familiar with the matter. Both men were at his victory party on Tuesday night.

Maria Torres-Springer, who is one of the co-chairs of Mr. Mamdani's transition, is said to be under consideration to serve as his first deputy mayor. Michelle V. Agins/The New York Times


For schools chancellor, Mr. Mamdani has considered Meisha Ross Porter, who served as Mr. de Blasio's final chancellor in 2021; Kamar Samuels, the superintendent of a school district in Manhattan; and Rita Joseph, the chair of the City Council's education committee, among others.

Michael Mulgrew, the president of the teacher's union, which endorsed Mr. Mamdani and is expected to play a key advisory role in the appointment, said in an interview on Wednesday that he wanted Mamdani to consider keeping on Melissa Aviles-Ramos, the current schools chief.

He praised her leadership on the issue of reading and literacy, and said she has been willing to make tough changes that benefit students.

The union also has a strong relationship with Ms. Ross Porter, who has emerged as a top pick of many leaders across the school system.

Personnel decisions can make or break any administration. Mr. Adams hired many longtime friends for top roles, and a number of them -- as well as Mr. Adams himself -- ended up under federal investigation. The resulting erosion in his political standing led him to abandon his re-election bid.

Mr. Mamdani's inner circle includes friends and advisers who he met in politics, many of whom are quite young. Few hail from the Democratic establishment; some have spent years fighting it. Brad Lander, the city comptroller, has become a close ally, but he appears to be preparing to run for Congress, rather than join Mr. Mamdani's administration.

Allies of Ms. Tisch, a widely respected technocrat, have signaled for months that she would be interested in staying as police commissioner. But her relationship with Mr. Mamdani might not be smooth sailing. Ms. Tisch recently called for hiring 5,000 more police officers; Mr. Mamdani wants to keep the force at its budgeted size.

William J. Bratton, a former police commissioner who is a mentor to Ms. Tisch, said in a recent essay in The New York Post that he thought working for Mr. Mamdani could pose difficulties for her.

"She should take the job to keep New York safe if he meets her conditions -- but be ready to leave if he undermines her," he said.

Troy Closson contributed reporting.
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5 Pressing Housing Issues for Mamdani, From Airbnb to Angry Landlords

When Zohran Mamdani becomes mayor, he will immediately have to confront a host of issues that have little to do with "freezing the rent," his main housing-related pledge.

The poor state of many public housing buildings is one of many housing issues beyond freezing the rent that Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani will be facing as soon as he takes office in January. Dakota Santiago for The New York Times



By Mihir Zaveri



Nov 06, 2025 at 08:00 AM

Zohran Mamdani swept to victory in the mayor's race with a canny pledge to freeze the rent for New York City's roughly two million tenants in rent-stabilized apartments.

When Mr. Mamdani takes office in January, a vote to freeze the rent will still be several months away. But the city's housing crisis is a much broader, messier problem, and a host of other housing-related issues are sure to command his attention right away.

Here's a look at a few of them.

The Dire State of Public Housing

New York City's public housing system -- almost 180,000 apartments spread across 335 developments -- is a crucial source of apartments that are affordable to the poorest residents.

But residents in the aging buildings have been dealing with persistent leaks, heat outages and pest problems for years. Sometimes parts of the buildings collapse. Needed repairs and renovations total some $78 billion, according to the latest estimate from the New York City Housing Authority, which runs the system.

Mayor Eric Adams accelerated a plan to transfer many of the developments over to private management to unlock a new pool of federal funding to finance repairs. But many progressive politicians believe the public sector should maintain control.

Mr. Mamdani, in his victory speech on Tuesday, pledged to "work tirelessly to make lights shine again in the hallways of NYCHA developments where they have long flickered."

Elizabeth Street Garden and Delicate Housing Politics

Few controversies have stayed in the public consciousness as long as the saga of the Elizabeth Street Garden.

For more than a decade, the city had tried to build affordable housing on the site of the garden in the NoLIta neighborhood in Lower Manhattan. But the plan angered neighbors, community activists and several celebrities, who waged a ferocious battle and filed several lawsuits to stop the development.

Despite losing in court, they successfully pushed the Adams administration to give up.

The saga of the Elizabeth Street Garden reflects how a small group of determined people, especially if they have means and political connections, can successfully push back against any mayor's housing efforts. Caitlin Ochs/Reuters


Mr. Mamdani has said that he will move to evict the garden when he takes office to restart plans to build affordable housing on the site. The garden's supporters have taken notice.

"Perpetuating the false choice of housing vs. community gardens is a divisive tactic weaponized against communities across N.Y.C.," the nonprofit group that runs the garden, called the Elizabeth Street Garden, said in an Instagram post last week. "Don't take the word of developers & lobbyists over the word of the people of this community. We will continue to do everything we can to protect Elizabeth Street Garden from anyone who seeks to destroy it."

Suri Kasirer, a top lobbyist who has worked with many developers, said anyone who wants to build, whether it's City Hall or a real estate company, would have to listen to the neighborhoods.

"Everything is a balancing act," she said. "You can't come into the community and say, 'Here's my project and that's it.'"

Should Airbnb Stay Banned?

Two years after New York City began an aggressive crackdown on short-term rentals -- stays of less than 30 days outside of hotels -- listings on platforms like Airbnb have all but disappeared.

The theory, city officials said, was to make sure illegal short-term rentals did not take housing units off the market, restricting supply and leading to higher rents. Mr. Mamdani had supported those restrictions but will face a new effort to loosen them.

Airbnb, some property owners and civic groups are pushing a new bill in the City Council that would allow short-term rentals in single- and two-family homes. They say the restrictions did little, if anything, to reduce rents, and just made the city even more expensive to visit.

Michael Blaustein, the Northeast Atlantic policy lead at Airbnb, said, "Supporting responsible short-term rentals means supporting working families, affordability, equity and the vitality of our neighborhoods."

The issue is especially relevant as the city prepares to host the World Cup with New Jersey next year. Mr. Mamdani has said he wants to use the soccer tournament to boost tourism while making the event affordable for fans.

Landlords Fight Back

Humberto Lopes, the founder and chief executive of H.L. Dynasty, a family real estate firm with about 100 buildings in its portfolio, said he has increasingly felt that landlords were under attack. Clogged dockets in housing court make it impossible to recoup unpaid rent. Pro-tenant laws from 2019 make it difficult to raise rents. And now Mr. Mamdani is pledging to freeze the rent.

So Mr. Lopes founded a new group with his son, the Gotham Housing Alliance, to rally landlords to fight back.

"The storm is coming," he said in a video posted on social media announcing the formation of the alliance. "We're going to have a new mayor coming, and we're all going to have a problem."

Mr. Lopes said the group has grown to 400 members, including large real estate companies. It has hired a lobbyist in Albany and one in Washington, and will work to stymie parts of Mr. Mamdani's agenda, he said.

"If we come together as one, then we have more control over what he's going to do and what he thinks he's going to do," Mr. Lopes said.

The Ripple Effects of Federal Cuts

President Trump has made it clear that he plans to cut social safety net programs the city relies on. That means city money may be needed to plug the loss in federal funds, straining programs for low-income renters.

The Trump administration has moved to reduce food benefits. It has signaled it would pull back on funding for supportive housing for people who were homeless. It has suggested it would reduce funding for federal housing vouchers and implement work requirements for other programs.

Molly Wasow Park, the commissioner of the city's Department of Social Services, characterized the situation as "incremental steps coming from the federal government that are all targeted toward squeezing resources available to low-income households."

"It's going to be again and again and again in ways that are both very explicit, and sometimes it's going to be very insidious," she said.

The city spends more than $1 billion to help more than 136,000 New Yorkers afford rent and avoid homelessness through a city voucher program known as CityFHEPS.

Ms. Park said the city will be forced to be creative in how it responds to the cuts.
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A Little-Noted Element Propelled Mamdani's Rise: Gen Z Loneliness

Members of Gen Z found something unexpected in the mayoral race: a chance to hang out. Their enthusiasm turned into real votes.

A do-it-yourself merch night was held for Zohran Mamdani supporters at Farm to People, an eatery in Brooklyn. Shuran Huang for The New York Times



By Emma Goldberg and Benjamin Oreskes



Nov 04, 2025 at 11:55 PM

In Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, a 29-year-old welcomed new canvassing friends to his birthday gathering. In the borough's Flatbush neighborhood, a 27-year-old fresh off a breakup gained a whole new social group. And in the East Village, a 24-year-old landed a date with another democratic socialist.

Addicted to their screens, strapped for cash, spiritually unmoored and socially stunted by the pandemic, young New Yorkers needed a reason to get out of the house. They found it in Zohran Mamdani's mayoral run.

Volunteering for Mr. Mamdani's campaign became a salve for members of a generation diagnosed by psychologists with anxiety and by the surgeon general with loneliness, whose religious affiliation is often "unaffiliated" and who also apparently killed drinking and having sex.

"It's honestly what I would prescribe for the loneliness epidemic," said Tal Frieden, 28, at a rally in Sunset Park the Sunday before Election Day.

Mr. Mamdani's campaign wasn't just about mobilizing, but socializing. And the social buoyancy of his campaign wasn't just for show. Young people turned up and voted. The city's roughly two-week stretch of early voting, which ended on Sunday, saw more than 735,000 residents cast ballots. The median age of these voters was 50, brought down by nearly 100,000 voters under the age of 35 showing up between Friday and Sunday.

The political strategy  resulted in one of the most surprising electoral wins in New York City history, handing a 34-year-old democratic socialist the keys to City Hall. Shortly after news outlets called the race for Mr. Mamdani, cameras panned to images of young faces from election night parties across the city celebrating his victory. 

Mr. Mamdani's campaign did not want volunteering for him to feel like work, but like a chance to meet new people and discover new corners of New York. His vision of the city, the campaign said, is of a joyful place -- one where New Yorkers can spend less time slogging and more time hanging.

"That same spirit has animated our campaign," said Dora Pekec, a spokeswoman.

That vision and the strategy began about a year ago, when Mr. Mamdani slid onto the social media feeds of Gen Z New Yorkers. He jubilantly crisscrossed boroughs, hitting beaches, road races and food stalls in a way that made people want to join in. He talked nonstop about the cost of living in a city where $18 cocktail menus and no-longer-one-dollar pizza slices are unsustainable on an entry-level job salary. He shared his pro-Palestinian views with supporters, who were confronted with videos of the deaths and destruction in Gaza.

Video: 

People listened to music as they waited for speakers during a Mamdani rally at United Place in Manhattan earlier this month.

And Mr. Mamdani did something else that they weren't expecting. He invited them to come out -- to a scavenger hunt (with a prize of sour-cream-and-onion potato chips, a sly reference to a Mayor Eric Adams campaign controversy), to a soccer tournament, to do-it-yourself merch nights, to a social for shredding personal documents, to bars where people could drink $5 Miller High Lifes and debrief after door knocking.

In a city of crowded apartments, of "Hey, I'm walking here," of sweaty, squeezy subway cars, of bodegas jammed with midnight snackers, being a 20-something with no Sunday morning plans can sting a little more. Through Mr. Mamdani's campaign, young voters found new friends.

Community organizations gathered to support Mr. Mamdani on the final day of early voting in the Sunset Park neighborhood of Brooklyn on Sunday. Shuran Huang for The New York Times

Tal Frieden, a volunteer for Mr. Mamdani's campaign, in the Sunset Park neighborhood of Brooklyn on Sunday. Shuran Huang for The New York Times


Graciela Blandon, 24, went to a board game night for supporters of Mr. Mamdani, an arts and crafts event and even a Valentine's Day singles gathering for his supporters (where she landed a date with the democratic socialist).

"The people I go to dinner with, the folks I go to concerts with -- my day to day is organized around Mamdani," said Ms. Blandon, who moved to New York in 2019 for college and quickly found herself holed up because of the pandemic.

Political success often comes from giving people a reason to gather. When President Trump was running last year, his rallies resembled church services, ending with reflective music hushing the crowd and palms raised in prayer. Mr. Mamdani's campaign events are like salsa sessions at Bronx Brewery, raves at Elsewhere in Bushwick, Brooklyn, and night markets in Corona Park, Queens.

Video: 

Mamdani supporters making beaded bracelets at a do-it-yourself merch party to create custom "Zohran for NYC" apparel ahead of Election Day.

Lianna Harrington and Lex Rountree joined other community organizations in support of Mr. Mamdani in Sunset Park on Sunday.  Shuran Huang for The New York Times


Video: 

People using a walking bridge to cross the Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive during Mr. Mamdani's scavenger hunt across New York City.

In more than a dozen interviews, Mr. Mamdani's supporters said that coming out of the pandemic they felt adrift. This mirrors the experience of 20- and 30-somethings across the country, some of whom found their own community in conservative political spaces. Many tuned in to political influencers like Charlie Kirk, Alex Clark or Allie Beth Stuckey, who told them not just how to vote but also how to live their lives, when to get married, how to pray and what to eat. In New York, Mr. Mamdani's supporters similarly found that the political could be personal.

"It's this whole new social circle, and it doesn't feel dorky," said Lex Rountree, 27, a tenant organizer who went to a rally in Sunset Park two days before the election, and celebrated her birthday this year with a canvass.

After a breakup, organizing for Mr. Mamdani brought back Ms. Rountree's confidence. Her friends sent one another memes joking about being at the club at 2 a.m. and getting a text from a canvass captain.

"It feels like we're the cool kids," she said.

At that point, Ms. Rountree spotted another friend she had bonded with while campaigning. "Hi diva!" she called. "This is a diva summit."

Making his pitch to young voters, Mr. Mamdani found a generational foil in former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, who lost to him in the primary and the general election.

Video: 

Mr. Mamdani hyping up the crowd at a bar crawl campaign on Halloween night at Damballa in Brooklyn.

Critics of Mr. Mamdani's campaign pointed to his inexperience as disqualifying. But for many young voters, it was Mr. Cuomo's long record that was objectionable. They pointed to the 13 women who had accused him of sexual misconduct. (He has denied the allegations.) They rebuked his support for Israel. Then there were his policy prescriptions, which lacked urgency and felt mealy to many, anti-meme-able and impossible to distill and repeat. 

Many young voters were drawn to Mr. Mamdani's campaign for the sense of possibility -- the same freshness that Barack Obama's supporters found in the "Hope" messaging of 2008. They also shared a frustration with the establishment, as was the case years ago for those who lost faith in Mr. Obama and pinned their hopes on Senator Bernie Sanders, who has in turn lent support to Mr. Mamdani.

Mr. Adams, in his swan song to the city, painted Mr. Mamdani's support base as being made up of yuppie white transplants whose political identities were forged on elite college campuses. These people, Mr. Adams said, "have taken over our community."

"He's the king of the gentrifiers," Mr. Adams said of Mr. Mamdani.

Darializa Avila Chevalier and Maybelline Alvarez McCoy ring a doorbell in Morningside Heights as they canvass for Mr. Mamdani. Shuran Huang for The New York Times

Mamdani supporters gathered to discuss canvassing on the final day of early voting. Shuran Huang for The New York Times


Supporters of Mr. Mamdani create T-shirts at Farm to People. Shuran Huang for The New York Times


But some of Mr. Mamdani's supporters, across income levels, said they shared the sense of economic uncertainty they were discussing with voters. Campaigning also brought them out of their socioeconomic bubbles. 

Dave Taylor, 33, lives alone in Park Slope and works a remote job in music management -- which means he spends days on Microsoft Teams, staring down digital avatars. He had always been bothered by the lack of eye contact among New Yorkers on the street. Canvassing, though, gave him an excuse to talk to strangers. The night before the election, Mr. Taylor went to Union Pool in Williamsburg with other volunteers.

"By the end of the night, people seemed like best friends," he said. "I was like, 'Did you guys know each other before?'"
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Zohran Mamdani's Rings Tell a Story

The mayoral front-runner explains the significance of the silver rings that have been his most reliable accessory on the campaign trail.

For Zohran Mamdani, his silver rings are physical tokens of family connection.



By Sandra E. Garcia



Nov 01, 2025 at 09:01 AM

At a PinkPantheress concert last week in Brooklyn, a camera panned across the crowd, projecting the faces of cheering fans on a giant screen behind the singer. Eventually the camera came to rest on a pair of hands that were joined at the wrist and held open to reveal a get-out-the-vote message written in black marker on both palms.

The hands -- and the words -- belonged to Zohran Mamdani, the Democratic nominee for mayor of New York. In the flash of the camera light, his silver rings glinted in the dark.

Mr. Mamdani's three silver rings -- two on his right hand, one on his left -- are a conspicuous presence on the campaign trail, where male politicians typically shy away from adornment. The rings are among the most distinct facets of Mr. Mamdani's personal style, which often features a dark suit and tie.

"This is just who I am," Mr. Mamdani said in a phone interview on Wednesday. "It's who I've been before I decided to run for mayor, and who I'll be after I'm the mayor of New York City."

Mr. Mamdani, a state assemblyman representing parts of Queens, started wearing jewelry after his grandfather died in 2013, as a way to remain connected to him.

The ring he wears on his right index finger is an heirloom from his paternal grandfather, who acquired it during a trip to Syria in 2007.

"It is something that was blessed and something that I continue to wear," he said, adding, "It was my way of keeping him in my life."

The other ring on his right hand is a silver ring that his wife, the artist Rama Duwaji, bought during a trip to Tunisia. On the ring finger of his opposite hand, he wears a simple wedding band. (Mr. Mamdani and Ms. Duwaji were married this year in a ceremony at the city clerk's office in Lower Manhattan.)

Mr. Mamdani at a campaign event in the Bronx. The assemblyman says he sticks to silver jewelry because gold is prohibited for men in Islam. Graham Dickie for The New York Times


In New York City, a mayor's hands can be part of the story that he tells constituents about himself. Fiorello H. La Guardia had thick, burly hands that helped cement his image of being of and for the working class. Edward I. Koch's hands were often fisted, his thumbs protruding from the top -- to signal approval, something the city desperately needed during his time as mayor. Robert F. Wagner Jr.'s hands were memorably photographed clasped and raised above his head in victory -- something that was not promised after he broke with Tammany Hall.

Mr. Mamdani is not the only person in the race with a signature accessory. Curtis Sliwa, the Republican nominee for mayor and founder of the Guardian Angels, a volunteer subway patrol group, normally sports a sateen bomber jacket and a red beret. The beret is so married to Mr. Sliwa's image that when he takes it off to appear more statesmanlike, an indentation remains. For his part, Andrew M. Cuomo, Mr. Mamdani's chief rival, typically sticks to tailored suits and large watches.

Mr. Mamdani used to wear a fourth ring, on the pinkie finger of his left hand, that his wife designed for him.

On the pinkie finger of Mr. Mamdani's left hand, a much-missed ring designed by his wife, the artist Rama Duwaji. Shuran Huang for The New York Times


"That, to me, was a representation of that love, and carrying it with me every single day, and her having designed it for my finger," Mr. Mamdani said.

Recently, it began to cut into his finger and he started to take it off more often. He hoped to have it resized, but before he could, he lost it down a drain.

"We now mourn that ring," Mr. Mamdani said with a laugh.

When the day is over, Mr. Mamdani does not store his rings in a jewelry box.

"I just take them all off every night when I go to bed, and I put them right back on every morning," he said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/01/style/zohran-mamdani-wedding-rings.html
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As Mamdani Surges Ahead, Schumer Risks Finding Himself Left Behind

The rise of New York City's mayor-elect comes at a complicated moment in the career of Senator Chuck Schumer, who is in danger of looking out of touch with the prevailing energy back home.

Chuck Schumer had a phone call with Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani on Wednesday. He did not endorse Mr. Mamdani during the campaign. Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times



By Michael Gold and Katie Glueck



Nov 06, 2025 at 10:04 AM

As Zohran Mamdani was making history in New York City on Tuesday night, telling supporters at his victory party that "the future is in our hands," Senator Chuck Schumer was far away on the sidelines, watching one of the biggest political moments in his hometown's recent history from Washington, D.C.

The Senate Democratic leader was busy, certainly, helping his caucus navigate the government shutdown. But he was also decidedly not on the Mamdani bandwagon, having chosen not to endorse his party's nominee for mayor of his own city, even at the risk of looking out of touch with the prevailing energy back home.

If Mr. Schumer's plan has been to keep Mr. Mamdani at a distance, the senator has ended up being the one who appeared distant -- less the avatar of re-energized Democrats than a leader from an earlier era. In the meantime, a young mayor-elect rallied the party's troops to victory and forged a new political coalition in the process.

"In some ways, his silence itself is a strong statement," said Ana Maria Archila, a co-director of the left-leaning New York Working Families Party. "It speaks to a kind of unwillingness to wade into the waters of what the future of the party should be."

The Rev. Al Sharpton, the New Yorker and civil rights leader who did not endorse but hosted Mr. Mamdani at events, was even more blunt, suggesting that Mr. Schumer's arms-length treatment of Mr. Mamdani showed that the senator did not fully grasp "the momentum and feeling and passion that was driving a lot of voters" in his hometown.

 The rise of Mr. Mamdani, 34, comes at a complicated moment in the career of Mr. Schumer. Long a lion of New York politics and a key architect of election wins for Senate Democrats over the decades, Mr. Schumer, 74, presided over the loss of the majority in 2024 and faces a tough Senate midterms map in 2026. It now looks to some Democrats as if he doesn't understand that the party needs to change, or possess the communication gifts needed to win in the midterms. It's a striking development, given Mr. Schumer's long embrace of the kind of kitchen-table issues that Mr. Mamdani has repackaged as an affordability agenda.

Mr. Schumer, who is 74, could face a primary challenge in three years. Some progressives would like to see Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, left, run against him. Stefani Reynolds for The New York Times


To some extent, Mr. Schumer has been here before. As he approached re-election in 2022, he made a point to build relationships with the party's left, including with Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, a progressive star whose rise stunned the establishment. At the same time, centrist Democrats were urging him to mind the middle so he could keep the party's then-Senate majority intact.

Now, with Democrats eager to reclaim power, the question is whether veteran leaders like Mr. Schumer can figure out how to meet the political moment and carry the Democrats forward.

Mr. Schumer, for his part, seems eager to look ahead.

He and Mr. Mamdani had a phone call on Wednesday morning to discuss their shared goals of tackling affordability and mounting opposition to Mr. Trump, according to people familiar with their call. And in an interview, the senator dismissed concerns that by declining to back Mr. Mamdani, he was out of touch with the base of the party he was supposed to be leading.

"Through many different mayors and many different philosophies, I have had a North Star: help New York, which I love," Mr. Schumer said. "That is not going to change."

Mr. Schumer's allies and several other Democrats argued that the prospect of endorsing Mr. Mamdani, a democratic socialist and vociferous critic of Israel, was more complicated than a simple embrace of a party nominee by the senator, who is the highest-ranking Jewish elected official in the country.

"Senator Schumer has had to balance the energy that Mamdani has inspired with young voters with the reticence older voters and the business community have felt toward the mayor-elect, with Israel being another complicating factor," said Ben Tulchin, a Democratic pollster who worked for Mayor Eric Adams's 2021 campaign and polled for the business community in this election.

Some Democrats close to Mr. Schumer said his posture toward Mr. Mamdani was also shaped by the senator's focus on helping his party pick up Senate seats next year in key states like North Carolina and Ohio, where being linked to Mr. Mamdani's politics risks turning off moderate or conservative-leaning voters.

Stu Loeser, a former Schumer aide and a political strategist, said Mr. Schumer's decision to remain silent in the mayoral race might ultimately benefit New Yorkers. If Democrats can win back control of the Senate, it would help Mr. Schumer secure more funding for the city.

"It's far more likely that someone in Forest Hills, North Carolina, misunderstands Chuck Schumer and Mamdani than someone in Forest Hills, Queens, where they've got to know Chuck Schumer and they've gotten to know Mamdani over the last few months," he said.

Mr. Schumer withheld his backing even as Democrats across the country made clear they were taking notes on Zohran Mamdani's campaign. Amir Hamja for The New York Times


Mr. Schumer was far from the only prominent Democrat to withhold support from Mr. Mamdani. The mayor-elect won without endorsements from New York's other Democratic senator, Kirsten Gillibrand; its state party chair, Jay Jacobs; or Hillary Clinton, the former New York senator and the last Democratic presidential nominee from the state, who expressed reservations about him in the final stages of the election. Representative Hakeem Jeffries, the Democratic House minority leader, endorsed Mr. Mamdani only toward the end of the race and never campaigned alongside him.

Mr. Schumer often chooses not to put his thumb on the scale of city races. He did not endorse Mr. Adams until days before his election in 2021, and for months, he didn't go into details when asked why he withheld his backing from Mr. Mamdani. Still, he likes to celebrate his ties to local lawmakers and his instincts and knowledge about the needs of New York. Landon Dais, a freshman state assemblyman from the Bronx, said, "If you're an elected official, you need to show up in the community. And he does."

Mr. Schumer has known Mr. Mamdani for several years and connected with him before he launched his mayoral bid. In 2021, Mr. Mamdani's first year as a state assemblyman, the two worked together to assist thousands of taxi drivers who were facing paralyzing debt after years of exploitative practices in their industry. Mr. Schumer and Mr. Mamdani filmed a video together, interviewing their driver from the back seat of a cab.

In his mayoral campaign, Mr. Mamdani focused on an affordability message that Democrats across the country raced to emulate and launched a youth movement in New York City that some voters compared to Barack Obama's 2008 campaign. His campaign also resonated with a broad multiracial coalition that Democrats have hoped to keep from a rightward drift. Election results showed Mr. Mamdani with advantages in precincts that were home to mostly Black, Asian and Hispanic residents.

In Mr. Schumer's Brooklyn precinct, Mr. Mamdani won 76 percent of the vote on Tuesday.

Rebecca Katz, a veteran political strategist whose firm worked for Mr. Mamdani, said that Mr. Schumer's reluctance to endorse the Democratic nominee risked sending a negative signal to voters who embraced Mr. Mamdani and whom high-ranking Democrats hope to keep activated next year.

"For the next generation of Democrats, they understood that the Democratic leaders were not behind Zohran Mamdani," she said.

Of course, in addition to New Yorkers, Mr. Schumer, as Democratic leader, must think about a second constituency: his caucus of 45 senators. Republicans are racing to cast Mr. Mamdani as the radical new face of a left-wing Democratic Party and to tie him to Democratic candidates around the country. Even in liberal New York City, some Democrats noted, nearly half the electorate voted against him.

"The result yesterday was not an overwhelming mandate," said Howard Wolfson, a Democratic strategist and former deputy mayor of New York who has advised Mr. Schumer.

Mr. Wolfson added that Mr. Schumer's "job is to win Senate seats."

On that front, the senator is focused on trying to end the government shutdown on Democrats' terms and gain any advantage possible for his party against Republicans in next year's Senate midterms. At some point, he will also focus on his own future, making a decision about whether to run for re-election in 2028. If he does run, he could face a progressive primary challenger; some on the left would like to see Ms. Ocasio-Cortez run.

Several allies say that scoring Democratic victories next year would be a more powerful confirmation of the senator's political judgment than his decision-making on Mr. Mamdani. In the end, those allies say, Mr. Schumer wants to go out on top, from a position of power and strength.

Annie Karni contributed reporting from Washington.
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Stefanik to Launch Campaign to Challenge Gov. Hochul in New York

Elise Stefanik, a Republican congresswoman, is a leading ally of President Trump who has gone to great lengths to criticize Ms. Hochul and Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani.

Representative Elise Stefanik, a Republican who represents the North Country, is closely allied with President Trump. Cindy Schultz for The New York Times



By Dana Rubinstein, Nicholas Fandos, Grace Ashford and Benjamin Oreskes



Nov 06, 2025 at 10:16 PM

Representative Elise Stefanik, a conservative upstate New York Republican with close ties to the White House, is preparing to announce as early as Friday that she will run for governor next year, according to three people briefed on her plans.

The move, which is expected to be announced in a video, sets up a ferocious political battle between one of President Trump's fiercest allies and Gov. Kathy Hochul, a moderate Democrat. The contest is likely to be one of the key races in next year's crucial midterm elections.

A spokesman for Ms. Stefanik would not comment about her plans. The people familiar with her intentions were not authorized to discuss them and cautioned the timing could still change.

Ms. Stefanik, 41, began her career as a Harvard-educated moderate, working in the White House of former President George W. Bush and for Paul Ryan, the 2012 Republican vice-presidential nominee.

But since Mr. Trump's first election, she has moved ever closer to the center of his orbit. She was a visible defender during his impeachments and amplified his lies about the 2020 election. Later, her viral showdowns with Ivy League university presidents about antisemitism on campuses helped push several to resign.

Those qualities have brought her enormous fund-raising numbers and a national reputation among Republicans, but have also saddled her with baggage that could encumber her in a state that Democrats have governed for decades.

Ms. Stefanik has made no secret about her eagerness to challenge Ms. Hochul, 67, who has faced middling poll numbers for much of her tenure. Many of the congresswoman's recent moves could be seen as a preview of her campaign strategy: conflating Ms. Hochul with Zohran Mamdani, now the mayor-elect of New York City, and running as their foil.

Ms. Stefanik, a political pugilist, has aggressively criticized Mr. Mamdani, a democratic socialist, calling him an "antisemite communist" and a "jihadist terrorist sympathizer," and has sought to tie him to Ms. Hochul, who endorsed him, at every opportunity.

She frequently calls Ms. Hochul the "worst governor in America."

By formally beginning her campaign just days after the New York City mayoral election, Ms. Stefanik could use Mr. Mamdani's victory to amplify her appeals to donors.

As the news broke Thursday night, Ms. Hochul was more than 1,600 miles away in San Juan, P.R., where Democrats hosted an annual post-election political conference. She stood onstage beside the ocean and celebrated Democratic victories on Tuesday, including Mr. Mamdani's.

She did not immediately address Ms. Stefanik's expected entry into the race, and a spokeswoman for Ms. Hochul's campaign declined to comment.

Addison Dick, the spokesman for the state Democratic Party that Ms. Hochul controls, called Ms. Stefanik a "rubber stamp in Washington for Trump's deeply unpopular agenda that is raising costs, gutting health care and defunding New York schools, hospitals and police.

"Voters in New York and across the country rejected Trump and his enablers earlier this week, and Stefanik will face the same fate when she launches her campaign to put Trump ahead of New Yorkers," he added.

Ms. Hochul has been governor since 2021, when she stepped in following the resignation of former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo. She was elected the following year in a close contest with Lee Zeldin, a Republican who now leads the Environmental Protection Agency.

Ms. Stefanik is expected to have considerable support from leading New York Republicans. But her decision to announce now may have something to do with getting ahead of another Republican and Trump ally who has signaled he might run. On Wednesday, Bruce Blakeman, the Nassau County executive, told The New York Post that he was weighing jumping in after winning re-election.

A spokesman for Mr. Blakeman declined to comment.

A third Republican, Representative Michael Lawler, had also explored a run for months, but decided against it as Ms. Stefanik began telegraphing her intent. He was said to have analyzed the race and determined it would be difficult for a Republican to win.

"There's a lot of support in the Conservative Party for Elise Stefanik," said Gerard Kassar, the chairman of the New York State Conservative Party. "Blakeman, as far as I can tell, is in a very real exploratory process, but he hasn't made any decisions."

It is not clear how favorable the electoral landscape will be for New York Republicans next year. Tuesday's elections saw a national swing against Republicans, with Democrats handily winning gubernatorial elections in Virginia and New Jersey and the anti-Trump candidate, Mr. Mamdani, winning the mayoral election in New York City.

Ms. Stefanik could also face criticism for her association with several of the members of the New York State Young Republicans, which was disbanded after its racist and antisemitic chat was leaked. Ms. Stefanik condemned the messages, but also criticized the reporting in Politico which brought them to light, calling it a "hit piece."

When she won her North Country seat in 2014, Ms. Stefanik was the youngest woman ever elected to Congress. In the intervening years her loyalty to Mr. Trump helped her to ascend to the position of No. 3 House Republican, following the ouster of Representative Liz Cheney.

Shortly after his election, Mr. Trump nominated Ms. Stefanik to serve as ambassador to the United Nations, a post she accepted. But months later he rescinded the invitation, fearing the loss of her House seat in a special election.

She has since made it clear to colleagues that she does not want to stay in Congress.

Ms. Stefanik has spent much of 2025 elevating her statewide profile, in part by situating herself as the leader of the MAGA wing of the Republican Party in New York.

Her entry into the governor's race means it is likely to pit two women from far outside New York City against each other in a state where Democrats outnumber Republicans and where the population is concentrated in and around the five boroughs, many of whose voters dislike Mr. Trump.

The president vowed to withhold more federal funds from the city if Mr. Mamdani won -- a dynamic that could prove tricky for Ms. Stefanik, who has shown no willingness to criticize Mr. Trump.

"I think Elise Stefanik typifies the exact type of politics that has created so much despair across this city, across this state and across this country," Mr. Mamdani said on Thursday.

Asked if he would support Ms. Hochul's campaign, Mr. Mamdani said she had yet to ask for his endorsement but he looked forward to working together.
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News Analysis


Trump vs. Mamdani: The Showdown to Come

President Trump has berated Zohran Mamdani, the mayor-elect of New York City, in public. But privately, Mr. Trump describes him as slick and a good talker.

Zohran Mamdani at an election watch party in Brooklyn on Tuesday night. He addressed the president in his victory speech, saying, "To get to any of us, you will have to get through all of us."



By Tyler Pager
Tyler Pager is a White House correspondent. He reported from Washington.


Nov 05, 2025 at 11:31 PM

In public, President Trump has spent weeks disparaging Zohran Mamdani as an extremist, a communist and a danger to New York City.

He has also insisted he is "much better looking" than the 34-year-old Mr. Mamdani.

But in private, Mr. Trump has described Mr. Mamdani, now the mayor-elect of New York City, as a talented politician, calling him slick and a good talker, according to two people who discussed the president's comments on condition of anonymity.

Despite the grudging compliment, the two men appear to be headed for a showdown, pitting the young democratic socialist against a president who has already treated him as a useful foil. For Mr. Trump, the mayor-elect is the face of Democratic opposition; just hours after Mr. Mamdani's once-improbable victory, the president said that Democrats were "crazy" and so was "Mamdani, or whatever the hell his name is."

Mr. Trump's aides and allies acknowledge that Mr. Mamdani and New York City are likely to be the next targets of the president's attacks, even as some caution that Mr. Trump has a vested interest in New York's financial success because of his multiple real estate holdings.

On Wednesday, Mr. Trump even said he might "help him a little bit maybe" because he wanted New York City to succeed.

Still, the president has already threatened to withhold federal money "other than the very minimum as required" from the city, although he cannot legally hold back money that Congress has authorized, with narrow exceptions. (When the administration has tried to withhold federal funds from cities over immigration policy, it has consistently lost in court.)

There are dozens of different funding streams to New York City from the federal government including money for health care, transportation and law enforcement, and if the administration were to withhold expected funds for any of those, it would most likely result in a lawsuit.

Mr. Mamdani, for his part, seems ready for that fight. In his victory speech, he challenged Mr. Trump directly, vowing to fight back against federal efforts to meddle in New York.

"So Donald Trump, since I know you're watching, I have four words for you," he said, taunting the TV-watching president. "Turn the volume up."

President Trump continued to attack Mr. Mamdani during a speech in Miami on Wednesday. He also said, however, that he might help the mayor-elect "a little bit maybe."  Doug Mills/The New York Times


(The White House press secretary, Karoline Leavitt, later confirmed that Mr. Trump was, indeed, watching.)

Mr. Mamdani said that he would not be cowed by the president's threats and that New York City would provide the playbook for how to defeat Mr. Trump and his political movement.

"So hear me, President Trump, when I say this: To get to any of us, you will have to get through all of us," he said.

Mr. Mamdani may have few, if any, levers to fight back against the Trump administration other than litigation. The mayor-elect has vowed to hire 200 additional lawyers to the city's law department, partly to stand up to what his campaign described as "presidential excess."

In his second term, Mr. Trump has repeatedly shown his willingness, and at times eagerness, to use the levers of the federal government to exact revenge on his opponents. He has already cut billions of dollars in federal grants to states and cities run by Democrats, including New York City. He has sent the National Guard into Democratic-run cities against their wishes. And he has instructed the Justice Department to prosecute his political opponents, including the attorney general of New York.

But some allies of the president privately said Mr. Mamdani's victory could prove useful to Mr. Trump, allowing him to replicate a playbook he has long deployed to demonize Democratic leaders -- such as former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi; Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Democrat of New York; and George Soros, the billionaire supporter of Democrats -- to further his political agenda.

Since Mr. Mamdani won a surprise victory in the Democratic primary, Mr. Trump and his allies have tagged him as the future of the party, seeking to paint the Democratic Party as extreme. On Wednesday, as Mr. Trump assailed Democrats for allowing transgender women and girls to compete in women's sports, the president lumped Mr. Mamdani into the fold.

"He thinks it's wonderful to have men playing in women's sports," Mr. Trump said.

Mr. Mamdani has promised to defend the rights of transgender New Yorkers and to make the city a "sanctuary city" for L.G.B.T.Q. residents in the face of Mr. Trump's policies targeting transgender people. He has not explicitly addressed the athletes issue, and a spokeswoman pointed to his record.

Mr. Mamdani -- who says he is a democratic socialist, not a communist -- seems unafraid of mixing it up with the president, and on Wednesday morning, he dismissed concerns that he had sought to provoke Mr. Trump in his victory speech.

"I will work with the president if he wants to work together to deliver on his campaign promises of cheaper groceries or a lower cost of living," the mayor-elect said in an interview on NY1. But, he repeated, "if the president looks to come after the people of this city, then I will be there standing up for them every step of the way."

David Axelrod, a Democratic strategist and a longtime adviser to former President Barack Obama, said some of Mr. Mamdani's comments about Mr. Trump were "unnecessary playground stuff."

"I don't think that getting into a trolling contest with Trump is a very valuable thing to do, but standing firm when he is essentially waging a war on the city, that I think is required," he said. "The question is: How do you challenge the president and still leave room for the idea that you're going to be mayor for the whole city?"

Mr. Trump, a born-and-raised New Yorker, is deeply concerned with the city's affairs. His advisers tried to meddle in the race to sink Mr. Mamdani, though they were unsuccessful, and Mr. Trump campaigned for president multiple times in New York City last year, even though its residents reliably support Democrats.

And so, some of the president's allies in New York are encouraging him to take a more diplomatic approach to the city.

John Catsimatidis, a billionaire grocery and oil magnate in New York, said he told the president not to hold back money that would help New Yorkers. He also said he did not think the president needed to send the military into the city. Instead, he recommended to Mr. Trump that the federal government closely monitor all federal funds that are distributed to New York City.

"They're not going to send him money and allow him to spend it the way he is going to want," he said, adding, "I think he'll monitor the situation very closely because he cares about New York."

Reporting was contributed by Michael Gold and Dana Rubinstein in New York and Devlin Barrett and Zolan Kanno-Youngs in Washington.
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congressional memo


Challenging Trump, Pelosi Made History

The first and only woman to be speaker of the House also was the most powerful and prominent woman in Washington to effectively confront President Trump.

Nancy Pelosi at the Capitol on Oct. 16, 2019, the day she had a memorable confrontation the president. It would be one of many.



By Annie Karni
Reporting from Washington


Nov 06, 2025 at 06:10 PM

President Trump posted the photograph intending to belittle Nancy Pelosi.

"Nervous Nancy's unhinged meltdown!" he wrote on social media in 2019, captioning a picture taken by a White House photographer of Ms. Pelosi, then the House speaker, her bright blue suit popping as she stood at a long oval table of graying white men in dark suits, all seated, pointing her finger straight at Mr. Trump.

Instead, the photograph became an instant classic as it spread across the internet, an iconic image of the most powerful woman in Washington, unafraid and unbowed as she stood up to an erratic and inexperienced president who did not like to be challenged.

Ms. Pelosi's fans celebrated it, and she quickly made it her header image on Twitter.

It would come to encapsulate a crucial piece of Ms. Pelosi's legacy -- the first and only woman to serve as speaker and the rare woman in Washington who challenged the president effectively and directly to his face, unmoved by his bullying tactics and unwilling to give him the upper hand.


"Everyone sort of cowers in his presence, and she would not," said Debbie Walsh, the director of the Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers University. "She was absolutely sure of herself and he is not at ease with strong, powerful women. He always looked like she got him kind of back on his heels."

Ever since the president arrived in Washington, Ms. Pelosi, who would go on to preside over two impeachments that failed to remove Mr. Trump, has confounded him. He has tried to intimidate, undermine and embarrass her. But those efforts more often than not backfired.

In the scene pictured, Ms. Pelosi had been pressing Mr. Trump on his decision to pull troops out of Syria.

"I had concerns that all roads seemed to lead to Putin," Ms. Pelosi told reporters at the time, not long after storming out of the White House.

It was not the first time Mr. Trump had appeared to underestimate Ms. Pelosi, an older woman who spoke haltingly and gesticulated wildly, but who also held a sure-handed grip on her caucus and displayed an unshakable faith in the power of the institution she represented and the righteousness of her political positions.

And in every public interaction between the two, Ms. Pelosi seemed not only unintimidated, but also permanently appalled and deeply unimpressed by Mr. Trump.

Whenever Ms. Pelosi interacted with Mr. Trump, one could always see the strict mother of five who once ordered her children to make their lunches in an assembly line in order to get them to school on time.

Even her children shuddered at the memories.

After Ms. Pelosi offered Mr. Trump a patronizing clap during his State of the Union address in 2019 -- a moment that created another memorable image, with Mr. Trump gazing up at Ms. Pelosi in what looked like a bid for her approval -- her daughter Alexandra Pelosi said she recognized the gesture and bemused smile from times in her teenage years when she had misbehaved or miscalculated.

Ms. Pelosi gave Mr. Trump a patronizing clap after his State of the Union address in 2019. The image quickly spread across the internet. Doug Mills/The New York Times


It meant that "frankly she's disappointed that you thought this would work," the younger Ms. Pelosi said.

Other times, Ms. Pelosi was not just disappointed, she was openly displeased. In 2020, she showily ripped up Mr. Trump's State of the Union speech just after he finished delivering it, a moment that drew as much attention as anything he had said that night.

As the stakes grew higher, so did Ms. Pelosi's hostility to the president.

When she plotted how to protect lawmakers and staff and return to the Capitol to certify the election results during the mob attack on Jan. 6, 2021, she referred to Mr. Trump as a "domestic enemy in the White House."

Ms. Pelosi's horror at what Mr. Trump was capable of might have grown over the years. But the power dynamic between them was set during their first Oval Office meeting in 2018, after the midterm elections when Mr. Trump was still learning the ropes of the job and Ms. Pelosi had not yet been re-elected speaker after Democrats won back control of the House.

Ms. Pelosi and Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the minority leader, were at the White House to discuss a potential government shutdown. Vice President Mike Pence was there, too, but all other players quickly faded into the background as the sparring between Ms. Pelosi and Mr. Trump took center stage.

Mr. Trump had sought to rattle Ms. Pelosi by keeping the cameras rolling on a meeting that was supposed to have been held in private.

"He never knew how to handle her -- still doesn't," a former Pelosi adviser said of Mr. Trump. Doug Mills/The New York Times


But Ms. Pelosi taunted the president.

"Then do it," she said, challenging him when he claimed that House Republicans could pass a spending bill that included funding for the border wall he was demanding. She interrupted him. And when Mr. Trump tried to undermine her by claiming that it was "not easy for her to talk right now" because she was still locking up the votes in her caucus to win the speakership, she delivered a line likely to make the history books written about Mr. Trump's first term.

"Mr. President," she said, "please don't characterize the strength that I bring to this meeting as the leader of the House Democrats, who just won a big victory." (She left the meeting with pep in her step, wearing sunglasses and a swishy red coat, captured in another photograph that later became a meme.)

Drew Hammill, a former top adviser to Ms. Pelosi, recalled watching that scene in the Oval Office unfold from a closet in the White House, where he and other staff had been told to wait.

"He never knew how to handle her -- still doesn't," Mr. Hammill said. "She would always jujitsu the situation."

Despite her ability to gain the upper hand with Mr. Trump, the president has continued to rise in power while Ms. Pelosi has stepped back.

In 2022, Ms. Pelosi announced she would not run again for leadership, making way for a new generation of House Democrats to take over.

Ms. Pelosi announced she would step down from her leadership position in 2022.  Erin Schaff/The New York Times


On Thursday, she announced she would not seek another term, ending her history-making 39-year career in Congress. Ms. Pelosi has enjoyed her emeritus status in the House, often sitting in the cloak room eating hot dogs with her longtime female friends in the House.

But her revulsion toward Mr. Trump has never cooled. Just days ago, Ms. Pelosi described Mr. Trump in an interview with CNN as "the worst thing on the face of the Earth."

The president returned the sentiment, telling reporters at the White House on Thursday that Ms. Pelosi was "an evil woman who did a poor job, who cost the country a lot in damages and in reputation."

Ms. Walsh said that, ultimately, Ms. Pelosi drew her power from the fact that she was not afraid of the president.

"At the end of the day," she said, "what could he do to her?"

In footage of the Jan. 6 mob attack captured by her daughter for a documentary entitled "Pelosi in the House," Ms. Pelosi made that clear. As staff members informed her that Mr. Trump was considering coming to the Capitol himself, Ms. Pelosi replied that she would be ready to take him on if he did, no matter the personal consequences.

"I'm going to punch him out," she said. "And I'm going to go to jail, and I'm going to be happy."
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Here Are Airports That Will Be Affected by the Air Traffic Slowdown

The cuts to flights are expected to begin Friday and deepen over the weekend to reach a 10 percent reduction in air traffic by next Friday.



By Karoun Demirjian
Reporting from Washington


Nov 06, 2025 at 05:37 PM

With barely 10 hours to go before the Federal Aviation Administration's planned air traffic reductions were set to take effect, the Trump administration publicly shared a list of the 40 airports that will be affected, starting with a 4 percent reduction in traffic over the course of Friday.

Those cuts would deepen over the weekend until they reach the 10 percent level on Nov. 14, Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy and F.A.A. Administrator Bryan Bedford said in a statement Thursday evening.

Video: Airlines Cancel Flights to Meet F.A.A. Demands

U.S. airlines canceled hundreds of flights to meet Federal Aviation Administration guidelines meant to ease pressure on air traffic controllers during the government shutdown.

Airlines had already begun canceling flights to and from the airports on the list before it was revealed to the public. The airports under discussion include those on the F.A.A.'s Core 30 list -- a roster of the nation's busiest airports for commercial traffic -- as well as several high-traffic cargo hubs and airfields favored by private jets.

The list was curated to alleviate strain on air traffic controllers in areas that have had problems with absences. Most controllers were already pulling overtime shifts to make up for severe staffing shortages even before the shutdown, and since the start of the federal budget freeze, they have been forced to work without pay.

Here is a look at the 40 airports listed.

The 30 highest-traffic airports in major metro areas

The F.A.A. has been steadily tracking controller absences at the busy hubs that make up its so-called Core 30 list, occasionally broadcasting that data -- as they did on Halloween, when the agency noted that half were experiencing staffing triggers. Those airports now slated for cuts are:



	Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport


	Boston Logan International Airport





	Baltimore-Washington International Airport


	Charlotte Douglas International Airport


	Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport


	Denver International Airport


	Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport


	Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport


	Newark Liberty International Airport


	Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport


	Daniel K. Inouye International Airport in Honolulu


	Washington Dulles International Airport


	George Bush Intercontinental Airport in Houston


	John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York


	Harry Reid International Airport in Las Vegas


	Los Angeles International Airport


	LaGuardia Airport in New York


	Orlando International Airport


	Chicago Midway Airport


	Memphis International Airport


	Miami International Airport


	Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport


	Chicago O'Hare International Airport


	Philadelphia International Airport


	Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport


	San Diego International Airport


	Seattle-Tacoma International Airport


	San Francisco International Airport


	Salt Lake City International Airport


	Tampa International Airport



Midsize commercial airports, cargo hubs and private jet fields

A smaller number of midsize airports that see significant commercial traffic, cargo hubs and airfields popular with private jet operators are also slated for cuts. Those include:



	Anchorage International Airport


	Cincinnati-Northern Kentucky International Airport


	Dallas Love Field


	William P. Hobby Airport in Houston


	Indianapolis International Airport


	Louisville International Airport


	Oakland International Airport


	Ontario International Airport in California


	Portland International Airport


	Teterboro Airport in New Jersey



Niraj Chokshi and Christine Chung contributed.
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Federal Judge Imposes Restrictions on ICE Facility at Center of Illinois Protests

After detainees described squalid conditions at the detention site, a judge ordered the government to provide showers, water, clean toilets and access to lawyers.

Federal law enforcement agents guarding the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility in Broadview, Ill. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times



By Mitch Smith
Reporting from Chicago


Nov 06, 2025 at 12:38 AM

A federal judge said Wednesday that immigration officials must provide bottled water, clean bedding, hygiene products and access to lawyers at a suburban Chicago detention center that detainees have described as squalid and unsanitary.

The judge, Robert W. Gettleman, said conditions at the Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility in Broadview, Ill., "don't pass constitutional muster." He gave federal officials until midday Friday to submit a report on how they were meeting 15 requirements that he imposed in a temporary restraining order. 

Tricia McLaughlin, a spokeswoman for the Department of Homeland Security, which includes ICE, defended conditions at the facility and pushed back against how it was characterized in court.

"Any claims there are subprime conditions at the Broadview ICE facility are false," Ms. McLaughlin said in an emailed statement. "All detainees are provided with three meals a day, water and have access to phones to communicate with their family members and lawyers. No one is denied access to proper medical care. There is a privacy wall around the toilet for detainees."

The Broadview center, west of Chicago, was designed for short-term stays, but some detainees have been held there for several days during the Trump administration's crackdown on illegal immigration in the Chicago area. The outside of the facility has been a frequent site of protests and clashes between demonstrators and federal agents, but a lawsuit brought by former Broadview detainees has drawn attention to the inside of the brick building where the windows have been boarded in recent weeks.

Five former Broadview detainees testified earlier this week about uncomfortable and unsanitary conditions at the facility, where they said they had to sleep on chairs or on the floor, and were not given soap, toothbrushes or sufficient food and water.

Judge Gettleman, who was nominated by President Bill Clinton, said in his order that holding cells must be cleaned twice a day, that detainees must be allowed to shower at least once every other day and that detainees should be allowed to communicate with their lawyers by phone.

A lawyer for the plaintiffs praised the judge's order in a statement.

"These are urgent and necessary measures to protect these detainees and preserve their basic human rights," said the lawyer, Alexa Van Brunt of the MacArthur Justice Center.


The judge also ordered the government to provide detainees with clean bedding and a mat for sleeping, along with sufficient space to sleep. But he stopped short of imposing specific space requirements that lawyers for the plaintiffs had sought, which could have capped the number of detainees held.

"They shouldn't be sleeping on top of each other," the judge said in court on Wednesday. "They shouldn't be sleeping on plastic chairs. They shouldn't be sleeping on concrete floors."

The Trump administration has flooded the Chicago area with immigration enforcement officers over the last two months. The administration said it has made thousands of arrests as part of its campaign.

Ms. McLaughlin, the Homeland Security spokeswoman, said that "as ICE arrests and removes criminal illegal aliens and public safety threats from the U.S., the agency has worked diligently to obtain greater necessary detention space while avoiding overcrowding." 

During a hearing on Tuesday, Judge Gettleman voiced concern about "conditions that are unnecessarily cruel," but said he did not want to interfere with the Trump administration's ability to enforce immigration laws. He did not agree to the plaintiffs' request for an inspection of the facility.

A lawyer for the federal government, Jana Brady, said at the hearing that giving the plaintiffs in the case all the restrictions they had sought "would effectively halt the government's ability to enforce immigration laws in Illinois" and would infringe on the authority of the executive branch.

"The government has improved the operations at the Broadview facility over the last couple months," Ms. Brady said, adding that "it's been a learning curve." 

Former detainees and lawyers who have had clients at Broadview described a chaotic facility where people languished for days, basic cleanliness was ignored and lawyers were denied access to their clients. Newly arrested immigrants are frequently taken to Broadview to be processed before being deported or sent to longer-term detention centers in other states.

"It smelled like a dirty washroom, like sweat, like a dirty locker," one of the former detainees, Felipe Agustin Zamacona, told the judge on Tuesday. Mr. Zamacona, who was arrested by immigration enforcement agents in Illinois last week and who remains in federal custody, said that "it seemed like they never mopped or they never swept." 

Judge Gettleman said he found the witnesses who testified to be highly credible. He said his temporary restraining order tried to balance deep concerns about the conditions while "making it as workable as possible" to run the facility.

When a lawyer for the plaintiffs pushed for the government to be in full compliance with his order by Thursday morning, the judge said he would give them until Friday to submit a report on their progress. He said that "we can't expect the impossible." 
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Judge to Consider Moving Trump's Hush-Money Conviction to Federal Court

A federal judge must now determine whether President Trump's immunity for official acts means that his Manhattan criminal case belongs in federal court.

President Trump is also pursuing a conventional appeal of his 2024 conviction in state court, a process that could take years. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Jonah E. Bromwich



Nov 06, 2025 at 04:58 PM

A New York appeals court on Thursday left open the possibility that President Trump's Manhattan criminal conviction could be moved to federal court, offering him a quicker path to overturning it.

Mr. Trump's lawyers will still have to convince a federal judge, Alvin K. Hellerstein, that the criminal case belongs in federal court, and there may be obstacles to doing so. Previously, Judge Hellerstein has been unpersuaded.

Still, Thursday's ruling was a minor win for Mr. Trump, stemming from the Supreme Court's July 2024 finding that presidents are entitled to presumptive immunity for acts taken in their official capacities. That finding has shielded Mr. Trump from federal prosecution and his lawyers have sought to use it to overturn his Manhattan criminal conviction from earlier in 2024.

Supreme Court justices have already shown skepticism of the Manhattan case; four of the nine were open to the possibility of Mr. Trump delaying his criminal sentencing this past January.

A spokeswoman for the Manhattan district attorney's office declined to comment.

In spring 2023, Mr. Trump was indicted in Manhattan state court, charged with 34 counts of falsifying business records related to his approval of a scheme to conceal a hush-money payment to a porn star. Alvin L. Bragg, the district attorney, argued that the payment was the last of three that Mr. Trump and two co-conspirators had made to hide information from American voters.

Even before the trial, Mr. Trump's lawyers tried to move the case to federal court, arguing that because it included actions taken while Mr. Trump was president, a federal court was the proper venue.

Judge Hellerstein denied them twice. In the summer of 2023, he found that the allegations against Mr. Trump had nothing to do with the presidency.

Mr. Trump was convicted in May 2024. On July 1, the Supreme Court found that presidents were entitled to presumptive immunity for official acts, raising the bar for any prosecution.

In early September, Mr. Trump's lawyers asked Judge Hellerstein to take another look at the case. He reached the same decision, writing in a short order that "hush-money payments were private, unofficial acts, outside the bounds of executive authority."

Mr. Trump then appealed to the Second Circuit, which heard oral arguments in June. There, one of Mr. Trump's lawyers, Jeffrey B. Wall, argued that there was good cause to move what he called an "anomalous, one-of-its-kind prosecution."

The Second Circuit judges -- Raymond J. Lohier Jr., Susan L. Carney and Myrna Perez -- were persuaded that the issues deserved a closer look. On Thursday, they asked Judge Hellerstein to evaluate whether evidence admitted during the trial had touched on acts for which Mr. Trump should have been immune. They also asked him to evaluate whether the law allowed for someone in the president's situation -- a federal officer who was also a defendant -- to seek removal to federal court after a trial had been held and a judgment entered.

The appeals court's ruling may compel Judge Hellerstein to more closely consider the Supreme Court's immunity ruling, which left major issues to be worked out by lower courts.

But the judge may also find that Mr. Trump's lawyers did not act quickly enough to remove the case to federal court after the Supreme Court's immunity ruling, having waited more than two months.

If Mr. Trump is unsuccessful, he will continue a more conventional appeal, which will proceed through state court, a process that could take years. The president's lawyers filed their formal appeal papers last week.
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Judge Criticizes Immigration Agents in Chicago: 'Use of Force Shocks the Conscience'

Judge Sara L. Ellis said she saw "little reason for the use of force that the federal agents are currently using," and said Gregory Bovino, a Border Patrol official, had lied about his use of tear gas in Chicago.

Immigration agents used tear gas in a neighborhood on the southeast side of Chicago in October. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times



By Julie Bosman
Reporting from Chicago


Nov 06, 2025 at 07:01 PM

A federal judge castigated the Department of Homeland Security on Thursday for its aggressive use of force during an illegal immigration crackdown in Chicago in recent weeks, banning the use of tear gas and other crowd-control weapons "unless necessary to stop the immediate threat of physical harm."

Judge Sara L. Ellis, of Federal District Court for the Northern District of Illinois, said that government officials, including the senior Border Patrol official Gregory Bovino, had repeatedly lied about their own tactics and the actions of protesters.

The injunction granted by Judge Ellis on Thursday extends temporary restrictions that she issued last month. Judge Ellis ordered federal agents to wear body cameras, give at least two audible warnings before using riot control weapons, and to use those weapons only to "preserve life or prevent catastrophic outcomes."

She said the restrictions were necessary because immigration agents in Chicago had pointed guns at civilians who were not presenting a physical threat, used pepper spray, deployed tear gas and shot pepper balls.

"I see little reason for the use of force that the federal agents are currently using," Judge Ellis, who was nominated to the federal bench by President Barack Obama, said in a ruling from the bench. She added: "The use of force shocks the conscience."

A representative for the Department of Homeland Security said that the department will appeal the injunction, which the representative described in a statement as "an extreme act by an activist judge that risks the lives and livelihoods of law enforcement officers." The statement said that even as federal agents have faced serious threats from protesters, "our law enforcement shows incredible restraint in exhausting all options before force is escalated."

Judge Ellis's ruling followed an eight-hour preliminary injunction hearing on Wednesday, a proceeding that offered a split-screen view of the arrests and clashes that have played out on Chicago streets under the Trump administration's federal crackdown on illegal immigration for more than two months.

Clergy members, protesters and other Chicago residents described aggressive tactics used by federal immigration agents, including firing tear gas in residential neighborhoods without warning, throwing protesters to the ground during arrests and shooting pepper balls at a minister's head while he stood in prayer. Lawyers for the Justice Department countered by calling as a witness a supervisor for the Border Patrol, who testified that while the agency had used force during protests and arrests, none of it had been without justification.

Mr. Bovino, the Border Patrol official who has been leading this year's operations in Chicago and Los Angeles, appeared on video in a taped deposition, during which he said that all of the uses of force by his agency's officers have been "more than exemplary."

The case before Judge Ellis was brought by a coalition of media organizations, protesters and clergy members, who filed a lawsuit accusing federal agents of "a pattern of extreme brutality" intended to "silence the press and civilians." The plaintiffs described a pattern of federal agents shooting pepper balls and tear gas at protesters outside a federal detention facility in Broadview, Ill., and throughout Chicago neighborhoods in the course of immigration arrests.

Before delivering her ruling on Thursday, Judge Ellis began by reading Carl Sandburg's poem "Chicago," and then describing the city that she knows: "a vibrant place, brimming with vitality and hope," where neighbors watch out for one another, help children cross the streets and gather on lawns to listen to jazz on summer evenings.

"The government would have people believe instead that the Chicagoland area is in a vise hold of violence, ransacked by rioters and attacked by agitators," she said. "That simply is untrue, and the government's own evidence in this case belies that assertion."

Judge Ellis criticized Mr. Bovino in particular, who initially said that he tossed tear gas canisters in the Little Village neighborhood during an incident in October because he was hit by a rock. He then backtracked after video evidence did not support the account, the judge said.

"Defendant Bovino admitted that he lied," Judge Ellis said. "He admitted that he lied about whether a rock hit him before he deployed tear gas in Little Village."

Witnesses on Wednesday described their interactions with the Border Patrol as frightening and traumatizing, leaving them shaken and, in some cases, physically harmed.The Rev. David Black, who has been a regular protester at the Broadview facility, said that after he was struck in the head with a pepper ball, it was days before he felt comfortable enough to return.

"It's made me afraid to minister in public," he said.

Jo-Elle Munchak, a lawyer who lives in the Edgewater neighborhood, testified about an incident near her home in October, when she filmed Border Patrol agents arresting a landscaper. After the arrest, she said, agents followed her while she was parking her car, pounding on the windows and pointing a gun at her.

"It really shook me up," she said. "I've never had a gun pointed at me. I didn't understand why I was being stopped."

Sarmad Khojasteh, a lawyer for the Justice Department, argued that the behavior of protesters in Chicago had gone beyond what is protected by the First Amendment. Some demonstrators have physically threatened federal agents, for instance, he said.

"Is there a world where anyone would say that's protected speech?" Mr. Khojasteh said.

Kristopher Hewson, a Border Patrol agent who was called by the government to testify, said that it was protesters who were violent, threatening officers, calling them names and impeding their work wherever they went.

He also said that tear gas was not harmful or a "serious" weapon.

Steve Art, a lawyer for the plaintiffs, told the court that chemical agents like the ones deployed on Chicagoans in recent weeks have been banned for use in war.

"They are inciting violence, and then they are using the violence that they have created to justify even more violence," he said of federal agents. "They are harming everyone."
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Bishops With Ties to Trump Commission Criticize Treatment of Immigrants

The Roman Catholic prelates cited detainees' lack of access to religious sacraments like communion.

Bishop Robert Barron, a member of the Trump administration's Religious Liberty Commission, speaking at the White House in May. He said this week that he had raised concerns about detainees' access to sacraments with senior officials at the State Department and the Department of Homeland Security. Andrew Harnik/Getty Images



By Ruth Graham and John Ismay
Ruth Graham is national reporter covering religion, faith and values. John Ismay covers the Pentagon.


Nov 06, 2025 at 02:41 PM

Two Roman Catholic bishops with ties to President Trump's Religious Liberty Commission voiced criticism this week of the administration's treatment of Catholics detained by immigration officials.

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, who heads the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend in Indiana, and Bishop Robert Barron of the Winona-Rochester Diocese in Minnesota, specifically cited immigrant detainees' lack of access to religious sacraments like communion, which are central to the Catholic faith.

"It is important that our Catholic detainees are able to receive pastoral care and have access to the sacraments," Bishop Rhoades said in a statement. "Their religious liberty, part of their human dignity, needs to be respected."

In a post on social media, Bishop Barron, a writer and commentator with an audience far beyond his diocese, said he had raised concerns about detainees' access to sacraments with senior officials at the State Department and the Department of Homeland Security. The officials "have assured me that these matters are under careful review," he said.

The comments come in the wake of a class-action lawsuit filed last week claiming that detainees in an immigration detention facility in Broadview, Ill., had been subject to "mass constitutional violations" including the denial of basic religious accommodations.

A delegation of clergy members, including an auxiliary bishop and several religious sisters, have attempted several times in recent weeks to bring the eucharist to Catholics held in the detention center. They were denied access most recently on Saturday, the Feast of All Saints, a Christian holy day.

Pope Leo XIV called this week for "deep reflection" on the treatment of migrants in detention in the United States and said he would like to ask the authorities to "allow pastoral workers to attend to the needs of those people," including spiritual needs.

"Jesus says very clearly that at the end of the world, we're going to be asked, you know, 'How did you receive the foreigner? Did you receive him and welcome him or not?'" the pope said, answering questions from reporters outside the papal retreat at Castel Gandolfo in Italy.

Leo urged U.S. bishops in October to strongly support immigrants, as Mr. Trump intensified his deportation campaign in cities including Chicago, the pope's hometown.

Catholic bishops across the United States have raised increasingly pointed objections to the Trump administration's approach to immigration enforcement for months, citing principles of mercy and the dignity of every person. In a shift after years in which many in the American church hierarchy used most of their political capital to oppose abortion, the humane treatment of immigrants is quickly becoming a top public priority for the church in the United States.

That shift puts the church hierarchy at odds with high-ranking Catholics in the Trump administration, including Vice President JD Vance, a Catholic convert who has strongly defended the administration's approach. 

It is notable that prelates who are considered more conservative, and who have direct ties to the Trump administration, are now voicing their concerns. Bishop Rhoades was a key figure in the push several years ago to deny communion to Catholic politicians who supported abortion rights, including Joseph R. Biden Jr., who was president at the time.

Bishop Barron is a member of the Trump administration's Religious Liberty Commission, and Bishop Rhoades is on its advisory board. An upcoming hearing on religious liberty issues in the military has been postponed because the group's funding has lapsed in the government shutdown.

Bishops will discuss the issue of detainee access to the sacraments next week at a meeting of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Bishop Rhoades said in his statement. Bishops will elect a new president and vice president at the same meeting. Bishops Rhoades and Barron are among the 10 candidates on the slate.

Bishop Barron did not respond to a request for comment on Wednesday. Bishop Rhoades's criticism of the Trump administration was first reported by Religion News Service and The Pillar.

The bishops' comments come as Catholic leaders have publicly criticized the Pentagon over two separate policy changes in recent months.

In September, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth announced that he would not revoke the nation's highest decoration for valor in combat, the Medal of Honor, awarded to 20 Army soldiers who had received it for their participation in the 1890 Wounded Knee Massacre.

Bishop Scott E. Bullock, who leads the Diocese of Rapid City in western South Dakota -- which includes the Pine Ridge Reservation, where the massacre took place -- issued a letter in response that said, "To recognize these acts as honorable is to distort history itself."

According to the diocese, 27 percent of the Catholics it ministers to are Native Americans.

The second policy change was a decision made by the Army that canceled contracts for lay people who assist the Catholic priests who serve as uniformed chaplains in the service. Those jobs provided religious education and training to military service members and their families through chapels on Army bases, and musicians who performed liturgical music for Mass.

The Army's unwillingness to restore those services led to a public rebuke in October by Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio, who leads the Archdiocese of the Military Services, which oversees all of the Catholic chaplains in the armed forces.

The archbishop said that meetings with Army Secretary Daniel P. Driscoll and the Army's chief chaplain had failed to resolve the issue and that Army officials had claimed that non-Catholic soldiers could take over the task of religious education.

In a statement on Wednesday, the Army said that the decision to cancel the religious support contracts "will be re-examined."
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News Analysis


In the Trump Era, Cheney's Brand of Conservatism Became Obsolete

Dick Cheney was once the face of hard-line conservatism. Then hard-line conservatism changed.

A portrait of Vice President Dick Cheney hanging at the Republican National Committee office in Washington in 2006. Stephen Crowley/The New York Times



By Robert Draper
Reporting from Washington


Nov 05, 2025 at 06:05 PM

When George W. Bush asked Dick Cheney to be his running mate in the summer of 2000, Mr. Cheney warned that his voting record was well to the right of Mr. Bush's presidential campaign platform. The candidate waved him off, causing Mr. Cheney, as he recalled in his memoir, to be more emphatic: "No, I mean really conservative."

Mr. Bush selected him anyway. Over the next eight years, the vice president came to be viewed by critics as a caricature of right-wing ideology, almost comically strident and coldblooded. They dubbed him Darth Vader, a moniker Mr. Cheney appeared to relish.

But by the standards of the Trump-era Republican Party, Mr. Cheney, who passed away on Monday at the age of 84, more closely resembles -- to some political veterans, at least -- a crusty and taciturn version of Obi-Wan Kenobi than a lord of darkness.

"Look, Dick Cheney and I disagreed on just about everything," said Tom Daschle, a liberal South Dakota Democrat who served as the Senate majority leader during the first term of the Bush administration. "But he had character and honest convictions. He was a traditional conservative. I'm amazed at the number of Democrats who tell me they'd give anything to see Cheney and Bush back in office."

Such sentiments are more a reflection of the Democratic Party's antipathy for MAGA Republicanism than nostalgia for Mr. Cheney. During his vice presidency, he championed extreme measures in the name of national security, including spying on Americans, transferring terror suspects to foreign countries where they were certain to be tortured, and approving brutal interrogation methods by which U.S. captors could extract intelligence. 

Mr. Cheney's my-way-or-the-highway certitude reached a fateful apogee when he declared in a speech on Aug. 26, 2002, "Simply stated, there is no doubt that Saddam Hussein now has weapons of mass destruction."

Mr. Cheney never walked back that erroneous statement. To his final days, he remained unwavering in his belief that the war in Iraq was a just one. Still, Mr. Daschle and other prominent political figures have come to see Mr. Cheney in a comparatively favorable light -- a reappraisal not only of him but of what conservatism has become. 

They recall him as partisan, but not above working and even socializing with the opposition party. Advocate of executive authority though he was, Mr. Cheney was himself a former legislator who appreciated Congress's stature as an independent body. 

To someone who had never heard of Mr. Cheney, his dramatic political arc -- from the youngest-ever White House chief of staff during the Ford administration to the most powerful vice president in American history to a Republican outcast -- might signify a man undone by a tragic flaw or radical midlife transformation. 

But neither applied to Mr. Cheney. 

"He started out as a rising star in Republican politics," said William Kristol, the former chief of staff to Vice President Dan Quayle. "And he ended up denouncing President Trump. And he remained pretty much the same person throughout it all. It was his party and conservatism that changed."

Mr. Cheney, then chief of staff to President Gerald Ford, in 1975.  Associated Press


No one ever accused Mr. Cheney of being a starry-eyed idealist. On lofty Bush administration domestic priorities like education reform, stem cell funding and a pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants, the man code-named Back Seat by the Secret Service was at best a cameo actor. His interests, as a former chief executive of the oil giant Halliburton, ran more to energy deregulation and tax cuts. In both cases, Mr. Cheney played a leading role in achieving the president's goals.

His foreign policy views were also sharply defined, and reflected his dark view of the world. "Cheney favored the muscular exercise of American power in the pursuit of national interests," said Richard Fontaine, the chief executive of the Center for a New American Security, a center-right foreign policy think tank. Mr. Fontaine differentiated Mr. Cheney's realpolitik view from that of "the so-called neocons, who supported using that power to expand democracy abroad."

Mr. Cheney had long been a proponent of deposing Iraq's dictator, Saddam Hussein, going back to his time as the secretary of defense during George H.W. Bush's presidency. Entering the second Bush administration, the vice president could see that the younger Bush had little appetite for regime change in Iraq. 

When that began to change after the Sept. 11 attacks, Mr. Cheney became the single most forceful protagonist in the push to a war that ultimately cost more than 4,000 American lives, in addition to an estimated half a million Iraqi civilian casualties.

Even so, he kept to a narrow argument: Mr. Hussein, the vice president maintained, was a threat to the United States. Mr. Cheney seldom advanced the neoconservative view that a post-Saddam Iraq could cause democracy to flourish in the Middle East, as Paul Wolfowitz, the deputy secretary of defense, often did. Nor was he animated by the threat Iraq posed to Israel, and some other senior Bush officials were.

Mr. Cheney's justification for war was that the Iraqi regime illegally possessed weapons of mass destruction and fully intended to use them. He buttressed this assertion with the reams of intelligence -- much of it raw, fanciful and poorly substantiated -- that his staff had gathered from disparate sources. 

"He was an amazing consumer of intelligence," recalled Eric S. Edelman, Mr. Cheney's principal deputy assistant for national security affairs. "And perhaps to his own detriment, because a lot of it turned out not to be accurate."

Mr. Cheney speaking about an Iraq war funding bill at the Capitol in 2007. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Still, said Mark Salter, the longtime chief of staff to Senator John McCain, another Iraq hawk, "I always hate it when I see on Twitter, 'They lied us into war.' Cheney, McCain and others made terrible, costly mistakes, and they drew the wrong conclusions from bad intelligence. But they weren't making up some phony excuse to go to war."

Mr. Salter added that his former boss, who had endured years of torture as a prisoner of war in Vietnam, clashed fiercely with Mr. Cheney over the administration's use of enhanced interrogation techniques on detainees suspected of terrorism. 

"But McCain knew where Cheney was coming from," Mr. Salter said. "It was, 'We're facing a mortal threat, and we have to get information however we can.' Whereas whenever President Trump would talk about randomly waterboarding someone, McCain would immediately say, 'Uh, no. We're not doing that.'"

It is fair to say that no one would have dreamed of branding Mr. Cheney a RINO--Republican in name only -- during his nearly four decades in government. "He was a hardheaded conservative of the kind we used to have," said Mr. Kristol. "Back then, that meant being a free-market guy who was skeptical of government. But it was also compatible with being a free trader, supporting NATO expansion and believing that America had a leadership role in the world."

Over time, however, Mr. Cheney found it impossible to square his party allegiances with the behavior of Mr. Trump, who "tried to steal the last election using lies and violence to keep himself in power after the voters had rejected him," as the former vice president stated in typically blunt fashion in September 2024. 

Mr. Cheney declared his intention to vote for Mr. Trump's Democratic opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris. As with his daughter, former Representative Liz Cheney, Mr. Cheney's break from the Republican Party seemed as decisive as it was astonishing.

Unlike Ms. Cheney, the father neither publicly campaigned for Ms. Harris nor formally changed his party affiliation. Both omissions were in keeping with Mr. Cheney's back-seat nature. "He cared less about showing off than just about any politician I've ever met," said Mr. Daschle.

Mr. Edelman, the former senior staff member to the vice president who later served as Mr. Bush's ambassador to Turkey, recalled a photo of Mr. Cheney on the morning of Sept. 11 sitting in the underground Presidential Emergency Operations Center moments after Secret Service agents had deposited him in the bunker. Next to him was a copy of The Economist.

"He'd grabbed the magazine before the Secret Service grabbed him," said Mr. Edelman, "so that he would have something to read in the PEOC if there was any idle time."
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Justice Dept. Is Said to Be Investigating D.C. Mayor Over Foreign Trip

The investigation into Muriel E. Bowser, which is being handled by the U.S. attorney's office in Washington, could face significant hurdles because of the known facts of the case and recent turmoil inside the Justice Department.

It remains unclear how far the investigation into Muriel E. Bowser, a Democrat who has served as Washington's mayor since 2015, has advanced. Eric Lee for The New York Times



By Alan Feuer, Devlin Barrett and Michael S. Schmidt



Nov 06, 2025 at 10:13 PM

Federal prosecutors have opened a corruption investigation into Mayor Muriel E. Bowser of Washington, examining a foreign trip she took with members of her staff that was paid for by Qatar, according to people familiar with the inquiry.

The investigation, which is being handled by the U.S. attorney's office in Washington, has been underway for months, but could face significant hurdles because of the known facts of the case and recent turmoil inside the Justice Department.

This week, the F.B.I. agent who was leading the investigation was fired by the Trump administration for having taken part in a criminal inquiry into President Trump's attempts to overturn the 2020 election.

The public corruption unit inside the prosecutors' office that would typically be responsible for pushing the case forward has also been badly damaged by a series of dismissals and resignations stemming from Mr. Trump's efforts to seek revenge against Justice Department officials and his perceived enemies.

It remains unclear how far the investigation into Ms. Bowser, a Democrat who has served as Washington's mayor since 2015, has advanced since it was opened. But the people familiar with the inquiry said it was based on potential violations of bribery or campaign finance laws. A spokesman for the U.S. attorney's office declined to comment.

There are also questions about the strength of the case. It is unclear whether the mayor's office did anything for the Qatari government, which would be a critical element of any possible bribery accusation. And any criminal case involving campaign finance law would have to show that wrongdoing or misstatements were intentional rather than mistakes in paperwork.

The mayor's office said in a written statement that it had not been notified of any investigation.

"This was a business trip," the statement said. "D.C. representatives regularly travel to promote Washington as a destination for investment and growth," and those efforts have brought business to the city, it continued. "All proper paperwork for this standard donation is on file."

The inquiry began in the wake of an April report by a local TV station, WJLA, over a trip Ms. Bowser and four members of her staff took to Dubai in 2023 for a United Nations conference on climate change. When questioned by reporters about the trip, the mayor's office initially said it was paid for by the D.C. Chamber of Commerce. The mayor's office then claimed the trip had been covered by the U.S. Conference of Mayors, a nonpartisan organization of leaders of relatively large cities. But it later emerged that the conference group had paid only a portion of the cost.

After that report, a nonprofit group called the Foundation for Accountability and Civic Trust filed an ethics complaint. Matthew G. Whitaker, who held the position of acting attorney general during Mr. Trump's first term and now serves as the U.S. ambassador to NATO, once led the organization.

A March letter from Qatari officials to the mayor's office shows that Qatar had paid more than $61,000 to bring Ms. Bowser and her team to Doha just before the conference. The mayor and her staff members traveled from there to Dubai, according to the TV station and the ethics complaint.

It would not be the first time a politician's dealings with Qatar have invited scrutiny. In May, the Trump administration formally accepted a 747 jetliner from Qatar. Valued at about $200 million, the plane is meant to be upgraded to serve as Air Force One, making it one of the biggest foreign gifts received by the government. A political firestorm ensued, but no criminal investigation was known to have been opened.

The investigation into Ms. Bowser comes as the president has publicly demanded the Justice Department prosecute his perceived enemies, and fired prosecutors unwilling to obey those orders.

Charges have already been filed against two of them: James B. Comey, the former F.B.I. director, and Letitia James, the New York attorney general, both of whom are being prosecuted in Virginia by an inexperienced U.S. attorney handpicked by Mr. Trump.

Ms. Bowser has clashed with Mr. Trump in the past. But the opening of the corruption investigation appears to have preceded their most serious conflict. That erupted over the summer when Mr. Trump, claiming he was rescuing the city from a violent crime wave, placed the Metropolitan Police Department under the control of the federal government and flooded city streets with hundreds of federal agents and National Guard troops.

After initially opposing the takeover, Ms. Bowser softened her stance somewhat, saying she wanted to work with the federal government to decrease crime. In August, she called his move to assert direct control over the city's police force "unsettling and unprecedented," but appeared resigned to cooperate, stressing at a news conference that there was little she could do to block the effort.

In its broad contours, the investigation into Ms. Bowser recalls a similar inquiry into Eric Adams, the Democratic mayor of New York, who was charged last year by federal prosecutors in Manhattan in the waning months of the Biden administration.

Mr. Adams was accused of abusing his office to obtain free and discounted travel and illegal foreign campaign contributions, largely through his dealings with Turkish officials and wealthy foreign businesspeople.

The Trump administration ultimately moved to drop the charges, prompting a series of resignations by top officials in the U.S. attorney's office in Manhattan, who claimed the Justice Department was seeking to curry favor with Mr. Adams to win his support for the president's aggressive immigration agenda.
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Trump's Latest White House Makeover: The Lincoln Bathroom in Marble and Gold

President Trump said the new look was "totally in keeping" with the era of Abraham Lincoln.

The Lincoln bathroom has been renovated to include marble walls and gold fixtures. The view remains the same. Donald Trump, via Truth Social



By Luke Broadwater
Luke Broadwater is a White House correspondent. He reported from Washington.


Oct 31, 2025 at 11:52 PM

President Trump is not stopping with the East Wing.

On Friday, Mr. Trump said he had renovated the bathroom in the Lincoln Bedroom, posting two dozen photos on social media as he continues to remodel the White House in his own style.

Mr. Trump said the new design of black and white marble with gold faucets and light fixtures was "very appropriate for the time of Abraham Lincoln."

The bathtub fixtures have been replaced, and the tub itself is embedded in a nest of "highly polished statuary marble," as President Trump put it. Donald Trump, via Truth Social


The White House did not say, in response to questions, who paid for the renovation, how much it cost or which contractor built it.

The bathroom is only the latest remodel that Mr. Trump has undertaken at the White House, including the demolition of the East Wing. He has wide latitude as president to make changes, although critics have raised questions about the funding and lack of transparency.

President Harry Truman redid the bathroom in 1945, and Mr. Trump has repeatedly criticized its style.

Speaking to donors this month, Mr. Trump called the bathroom's style "not good."

"Art Deco doesn't go with, you know, 1850 and civil wars and all of the problems," Mr. Trump said. "But what does is statuary marble. So I ripped it apart and we built the bathroom. It's absolutely gorgeous and totally in keeping with that time."

A photo of the sink and vanity taken in July, before the renovations began. Andrea Hanks/The White House


Edward Lengel, who served as the chief historian of the White House Historical Association, said of the photos Mr. Trump posted: "It doesn't look anything like 1860s interiors to me."

Michael F. Bishop, the former executive director of the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission, said the bathroom was a sitting room in the president's day and was unlikely to have included marble.

"The present-day bathroom only takes up a portion of the Lincoln sitting room," Mr. Bishop said. "They created a bathroom in the corner of this room. Trump's change to the bathroom is not remotely a crime against historical preservation or anything like that. It was just a fairly dated-looking bathroom."

The historian Harold Holzer, the author of many books about Mr. Lincoln, said that when Mr. Lincoln moved into the White House in 1861, there were two water closets on the second floor, including one adjacent to the rooms where he lived with the family.

When Mary Todd Lincoln complained about the overall poor condition of the White House, Mr. Holzer said, he reminded her that it was better than any other house they had ever lived in.

"Lincoln had an outhouse in Springfield, and heaven knows what when he lived in log cabins with his parents, so the plain bathroom was fine with him," Mr. Holzer said. "He thought it was a majestic step up."

During his second term, Mr. Trump has wasted no time making changes to historical elements of the White House, arguing that parts of it are dated or too small. He tore down the entire East Wing, which had stood for more than a century, to make way for a planned 90,000-square-foot, $300 million ballroom that he said was necessary for receiving dignitaries.

His plans for the size of the ballroom continue to expand.

Mr. Trump has said that he and a group of donors -- not the taxpayers -- are footing the bill for the ballroom. His staff has released a list of donors, but has not said how much each one has given. The money is being deposited in the Trust for the National Mall, a nonprofit, tax-exempt entity that is not subject to transparency laws.

The sink and vanity after the renovation. Donald Trump, via Truth Social


He also has added gold moldings and gold decorations throughout the Oval Office, and gold ornaments to the Cabinet Room. He cut down the White House's historic magnolia tree, which President Andrew Jackson planted in 1829 in memory of his wife, Rachel.

He removed a photo of Hillary Clinton and replaced it with an image of his own face colored with the American flag. He added marble floors and a chandelier to the Palm Room.

He paved over the Rose Garden grass to add a patio. Along the West Wing colonnade, he added gold-framed photos of every American president except his predecessor, Joseph R. Biden Jr., whom he depicted as an autopen.

Mr. Trump and White House staff members say the president is granted wide latitude to make renovations on the property. Mr. Trump has said he is not subject to zoning regulations or permitting requirements.

Jennifer Schuessler and Zachary Small contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/31/us/politics/trump-lincoln-bathroom-white-house.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




How Politics Is Changing the Way History Is Taught

History lessons are being wiped from the internet, and California is retreating from ethnic studies, as education swings away from curriculums that are seen as too progressive.

 Lea Suzuki/The San Francisco Chronicle, via Getty Images



By Dana Goldstein



Oct 27, 2025 at 09:00 AM

In the Trump era, history and civics education are under a microscope. 

Several major curriculum publishers have withdrawn products from the market, while others have found that teachers are shying away from lessons that were once uncontroversial, on topics as basic as constitutional limits on executive power.

California, the nation's largest Democratic-led state, has passed a law restricting what teachers can say in the classroom, and has walked back an effort to require high school students to take classes in ethnic studies.

To supporters of these changes, they are a necessary corrective to what they see as a leftward tilt in the education establishment. But these developments have also set off alarms among free speech advocates, as the Trump administration pushes to punish speech it dislikes and to impose its patriotic vision of American history on schools.

Adam Laats, a historian of education at Binghamton University, noted that school curriculum had been restricted before, notably during the Red Scares of the last century. But the current political pressure is unique, he said: "Never before has this kind of fervor from the right owned the Oval Office."

As recently as last year, many social studies teachers reported success in withstanding political pressure. Now, there is growing evidence that the landscape is shifting. In a September poll, more than half of the teachers who responded said that political pressure had caused them to modify their curriculums or classroom discussions, a sharp increase from March.

Christopher Rufo, a conservative activist who has led the push for changes in education, said President Trump's return to office accelerated a cultural shift that was already underway. Over the last five years, more than 20 states have passed laws restricting classroom discussions on race, gender and American history.

"Even center-left Democrats are starting to pull away from left-wing ideologies they had endorsed a few years before," he said. "The reason for this is quite simple. America has a center-right culture and the gap between the public and these elite ideologies became a political liability."

Lesson Plans Are Disappearing

This spring, as Brown University was under intense pressure from the Trump administration, it shuttered Choices, the university's 30-year-old high school social studies curriculum, overseen by its history department.

Choices reached one million students annually, and was especially popular in advanced courses and at independent private schools. The program was known for bringing college-level concepts into high schools and for lesson plans that were rich in primary sources, on topics from the American Revolution to the riot at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.

After the start of the Israel-Hamas War in 2023 and the rise of the pro-Palestinian campus protest movement -- which was heavily active at Brown -- Choices was scrutinized by advocacy groups supportive of Israel. Critics argued that a unit on the Middle East fed antisemitism by focusing on Israel's occupation of Palestinian land and downplaying Palestinian terrorism against Israelis.

Now Choices materials have largely been wiped from the internet.

 Choices

 Choices

When Choices units were withdrawn from the market, teachers and students lost access to a broad range of lessons. Choices Program

Brown had been reconsidering Choices since the summer of 2024 for budgetary reasons. The final decision to shutter the program was made this past spring, as Brown faced a potential federal funding freeze. The White House eventually moved to withhold $510 million in grants, accusing Brown of allowing antisemitism to fester during campus protests. (The university has since made a deal with the government to restore its funding.)

Brian Clark, a Brown spokesman, said the closure of Choices was based "exclusively" on the program's financial outlook, and had nothing to do with debates over its content or pressure from the White House. He acknowledged in an email, however, that the market for Choices materials had weakened, in part because of "recent pressures to eliminate curricula that consider race, gender, colonialism, etc."

Brown decided not to allow other publishers to acquire Choices lesson plans, according to internal communications reviewed by The New York Times. It also declined to maintain the Choices archives on the university's website, and refused to allow the program's staff to distribute over $200,000 worth of lesson plans that had already been printed.

Doing so would have created "legal and financial exposure," Mr. Clark said.

High school teachers, worried about losing access to materials that they relied on for years, have used social media to circulate some Choices units.

Another group that has withdrawn curriculum is the Anti-Defamation League, a nonprofit that historically focused on antisemitism and a broad range of other civil rights issues, while also strongly supporting Israel. The A.D.L.'s educational resources reach more than 1.6 million students annually, according to Todd Gutnick, a spokesman for the group.

Many of the dozens of lesson plans that the Anti-Defamation League withdrew from its website dealt with race, sex and gender. ADL


Over the past two years, the A.D.L. has removed dozens of lesson plans from its website, according to a review of archived web content. Some were about transgender identity, sexism against women who have run for president and sexist tropes in video games.

The deleted lessons also included several that dealt with police violence against Black men, one on microaggressions, and a lesson on Frederick Douglass and voting rights.

In a written statement, Mr. Gutnick said that some of the lessons had been retired and others were "temporarily removed" for revisions.

A statement on the A.D.L.'s website says the group is choosing to focus its educational resources on antisemitism, the Holocaust and Jewish identity. "While we are no longer hosting many of our broader anti-bias resources, we remain deeply committed to fostering inclusive school communities," it states.

Last year, the group phased out a 40-year-old program for schools called A World of Difference Institute, which sought to "actively challenge prejudice, stereotyping and all forms of discrimination."

The A.D.L. continues to offer No Place for Hate, an anti-bullying curriculum that includes material on identity-based bias.

Teachers Are Avoiding Basic Civics

The organization iCivics was founded by Sandra Day O'Connor, the former Supreme Court justice, to provide free, nonpartisan curriculum materials. The group estimates that its lessons reach about nine million students annually.

This fall, though, staff members noted a significant decline -- up to 28 percent -- in the number of page views recorded for some popular lessons, including those dealing with separation of powers, consent of the governed and other constitutional principles.

iCivics does not yet have a full picture of why this is happening.

But Emma Humphries, the group's chief education officer, said that in her travels across the country to train teachers, many have said they were fearful of having classroom discussions veer into politically fraught territory -- like questions from students about why Mr. Trump appeared to be violating constitutional norms.

Social studies teachers typically receive much less training from their school districts than teachers of English and math, the subjects covered by state tests. As a result, some teachers may have had little guidance on how to tackle controversial topics.

Further complicating matters, many teachers work in states that have adopted broadly written laws that limit what can be said in the classroom.

Some teachers are shying away from lessons about basic constitutional principles, out of concern that classroom discussions will be overtaken by contemporary politics. iCivics.org


iCivics offers training in how to teach students about American government without walking into political minefields, including by using primary sources like the Constitution and Supreme Court rulings. Dr. Humphries said teachers should explain to students that questions like the limits of presidential power have been debated for centuries, and that presidents from all parties have tried to stretch the limits to increase their authority.

"The concern is that teachers will avoid certain topics altogether, or just revert to boring pedagogy, like reading the textbook the district approved," she said. "That is not a good way to teach. The kids deserve better than that, and our democracy deserves better."

A Democratic-Led State Shifts Right

California was once a leader in adopting a left-leaning approach to social studies. In 2021, Gov. Gavin Newsom signed a law requiring all high school students to take a course in ethnic studies, an activist discipline that focuses on the histories and cultures of Latinos, Black Americans, Asian Americans and Native Americans. Ethnic studies lessons often criticize settler colonialism, naming Israel as the prime contemporary example.

Research has shown that ethnic studies classes can raise attendance and grades for students who are at risk of dropping out.

Critics of ethnic studies opposed lesson plans like this one, comparing the Native American experience of displacement to the Palestinian experience in the Middle East, without providing historical context. It is not clear how often the lessons were actually taught. Liberated Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum Consortium


But after some Jewish groups mounted a legal and political fight against ethnic studies -- saying its critiques of Israel were fostering antisemitism -- the consensus around the state's mandate unraveled. This spring, Mr. Newsom presented and signed a budget that did not include funding for the classes. Districts are not currently required to offer the course, according to the state board of education.

In some school systems that are continuing to offer ethnic studies, there are new restrictions. San Francisco teachers must use a single textbook that does not discuss the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Supplemental materials must be approved by administrators.

Mr. Newsom signed two bills this month that were intended to prevent antisemitism and other forms of discrimination in schools. The laws establish a state office to handle complaints, and require teachers to abstain from "advocacy, opinion, bias or partisanship" in the classroom.

Teachers' unions, the American Civil Liberties Union and Muslim groups raised concerns about the potential for chilled speech and increased litigation. But the bills passed unanimously in the heavily Democratic legislature.

Mr. Rufo, the conservative activist, argued that the new laws do not threaten free speech, noting that public-school teachers do not have a legal right to academic freedom in their classrooms.

Kairi Hand, a 15-year-old sophomore at Burton Academic High School in San Francisco, said ethnic studies had been a favorite course. Israel was not a focus in her class, she recalled. What stayed with her, she said, were lessons on the Chinese Exclusion Act and the way in which the Disney movie "Pocahontas" differed from the true history of English encounters with Indigenous Americans.

She also understood why the class was controversial. "There is a lot of controversy going on in the whole world. Especially," she said, "things taught in schools."
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Judge Berates Justice Dept. in Its Prosecution of Comey

The flashpoint was the Justice Department's failure to turn over seized communications from a confidant of Mr. Comey's, Daniel C. Richman, a law professor at Columbia University.

Former F.B.I. director James B. Comey as he appeared during the hearing on Capitol Hill in 2017. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Glenn Thrush and Alan Feuer
Glenn Thrush reported from Alexandria, Va., and Alan Feuer from New York.


Nov 05, 2025 at 06:45 PM

A federal judge in the Trump administration's prosecution of James B. Comey, the former F.B.I. director, on Wednesday blasted President Trump's handpicked prosecutor, Lindsey Halligan, for taking an "indict first, investigate second" approach to the case.

The magistrate judge, William Fitzpatrick, repeatedly expressed his frustration -- and at times his barely restrained annoyance -- with Ms. Halligan during an otherwise procedural hearing in which he ordered the Justice Department to produce records from its investigation. Ms Halligan was hastily installed as the U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia in September after her predecessor refused to indict Mr. Comey on charges that he lied to Congress.

The flashpoint was the Justice Department's failure to turn over communications it had seized from a confidant of Mr. Comey's, Daniel C. Richman, a law professor at Columbia University, as part of an internal investigation of leaks in the Russia case during the first Trump administration. The government claims he served as a conduit between the director and the news media for passing along information about the Trump campaign's connections to Russia in 2016.

As part of their defense, Mr. Comey's lawyers have accused the Justice Department of vindictive prosecution and challenged the legality of Ms. Halligan's appointment. They have argued that they have been unable to adequately defend their client without access to emails and other communications obtained by the government from Mr. Richman's electronic devices in 2019 and 2020.

The judge grilled one of Ms. Halligan's deputies, Nathaniel Lemons, over prosecutors' release of material in recent days, including private text exchanges intended to cast Mr. Richman and Mr. Comey in unflattering light in an otherwise quotidian court filing. He asked whether prosecutors had given Mr. Comey an opportunity to review such material first to challenge their release.

When Mr. Lemons said he had not offered Mr. Comey's lawyers access to the material, obtained in several search warrants as part of the internal leak investigation, the judge chided him for placing an "unfair" burden on the defense.

"We're going to fix that and we're going to fix that today," said Judge Fitzpatrick, who served as the chief of the financial crimes and public corruption unit in the office Ms. Halligan now leads before his appointment to the bench in 2022.

He then ordered prosecutors to turn over all grand jury materials and other evidence seized during previous investigations that involved Mr. Richman and Mr. Comey by the end of the day on Thursday.

Judge Fitzpatrick's decision to force the government to hand over grand jury material to Mr. Comey's lawyers was a significant development. The move will allow the defense to scrutinize exactly how Ms. Halligan characterized the evidence against Mr. Comey when she showed up for what was her first ever appearance in front of a grand jury.

In court papers, the lawyers have already accused Ms. Halligan of committing "irregularities so severe and pervasive" in front of the grand jury "that they likely prejudiced the grand jurors' narrow decision to indict."

In the papers, they cited some of Ms. Halligan's rookie errors, pointing out how she had kept the grand jurors in the courthouse "well past normal business hours" after they had failed to endorse one of the three original counts she was seeking. The lawyers also noted that Ms. Halligan confusingly signed two different versions of the indictment.

Moreover, the lawyers argued that the grand jury process was potentially tainted because the F.B.I. agent who testified might have improperly shared privileged communications between Mr. Comey and one of his lawyers -- some of which seems to have emerged from the disputed trove of materials in the leak investigation, known as Arctic Haze.

"All available information regarding Ms. Halligan's first-ever grand jury presentation smacks of irregularity," the lawyers wrote. "It is virtually unheard-of for a brand new prosecutor to make her first grand jury presentation alone, without the supervision and guidance of an experienced prosecutor to ensure the absence of factual and legal errors."

Judge Fitzpatrick, who seemed exasperated with the government's approach, described the case as "unusual," adding, "We are in a little bit of a posture of indict first, investigate second" -- drawing a sharp glance from an otherwise impassive Ms. Halligan.

Mr. Comey, who attended the hearing but remained silent, is accused of lying to and obstructing Congress in testimony on the investigation into Russia and the 2016 Trump presidential campaign, during which he was asked whether he had authorized anyone at the F.B.I. "to be an anonymous source in news reports."

Current and former prosecutors have described the case as deeply problematic, motivated less by legitimate law enforcement goals than by Mr. Trump's public demand that Attorney General Pam Bondi immediately prosecute Mr. Comey and several other people he has targeted.

On Monday, federal prosecutors disclosed evidence showing that Mr. Comey had used a confidant to provide information to reporters, even though it was difficult to tell how some of the evidence was relevant to the specific charges detailed in the case.

The 48-page filing appeared to be an effort to construct a narrative that Mr. Comey had leaked information to the news media without actually tying such assertions to the allegations made in the indictment brought against him.

The document, which mirrored the bombastic approach taken by Mr. Trump's defense lawyers during his federal criminal proceedings, was a rebuttal of Mr. Comey's claims of vindictive prosecution.

Ms. Halligan, an inexperienced former insurance lawyer who had no prosecutorial background before being thrust by Mr. Trump into her current role, was a lower-rung member of the Trump defense team in the case over whether he had mishandled classified documents after he left office.

Despite his misgivings about the filing, Judge Fitzpatrick denied a request by one of Mr. Comey's lawyers, Rebekah Donaleski, to block prosecutors from dumping similar material into future filings.
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Investigators Sift Through Plane Crash Wreckage in Louisville

The UPS aircraft's voice and data recorders were recovered and could provide insights into what happened before and during the crash, which killed at least 13 people.

The UPS cargo plane that crashed near the Louisville Muhammad Ali International Airport in Kentucky on Tuesday left debris over a half-mile stretch.  Agence France-Presse, via Vantor



By Kevin Williams and Jacey Fortin
Kevin Williams reported from Louisville, Ky.


Nov 06, 2025 at 06:12 PM

Federal investigators have begun collecting information from the flight data recorder and the cockpit voice recorder of the UPS cargo plane that crashed earlier this week in Louisville, Ky., the National Transportation Safety Board said on Thursday.

The devices, known as black boxes, were sent to the N.T.S.B.'s offices in Washington for examination, and data was being downloaded and assessed, a board member told reporters at a news conference in Louisville on Thursday.

Investigators are continuing to examine the wreckage, which covers about a half-mile just outside the Louisville Muhammad Ali International Airport, where the flaming UPS cargo plane crashed early Tuesday evening, killing 13 people.

It was the first full day of on-site investigation by the safety board, which is working to determine why the aircraft caught fire on the runway and dropped one of its engines just before the crash.

Remains of 12 of the victims have been found and removed from the site, Mayor Craig Greenberg of Louisville said at a separate news conference earlier in the day. Among those, three have been named, and the coroner was working to identify nine others. 

One of the 15 people who were brought to University of Louisville hospitals after the crash died on Thursday, Mr. Greenberg said. One patient remained in critical condition and 13 were discharged on Wednesday, according to Jason W. Smith, the chief executive of the university hospital system.

Mr. Greenberg said that the three UPS crew members on the plane were believed to be among the dead. In a statement on Thursday, UPS named the three crew members who were aboard the flight: Captain Richard Wartenberg, First Officer Lee Truitt and Captain Dana Diamond.

The plane's fiery return to the ground left a trail of singed trees, scorched soil and mangled items from an auto parts supplier that was among the buildings struck in the crash.

"This was worse than the movies," said Mr. Greenberg, who visited the site on Wednesday. He said he had seen the plane's tail fin sticking out of a storage silo whose top had been ripped away.

"The intensity of the flames, and what that did, so quickly, to a half-a-mile-long debris field -- it was unimaginable, prior to seeing it with my own eyes," Mr. Greenberg said.





The safety board officials said that a fire broke out along the plane's left side while it was on the runway, and that its left engine detached as the aircraft rolled to take off. Pieces of the engine, including parts of fan blades, were found on the tarmac after the crash, Todd Inman, a member of the transportation safety board, said at a news conference on Thursday afternoon.

Data extracted from the voice and data recorders could offer more insight into what happened during and before the crash, Mr. Inman said on Thursday, adding that the devices had yielded "a good extraction with good data points."

The safety board's investigation will take months. In the meantime, family members of the people who are missing have been anxiously awaiting news from officials about whether their loved ones' remains are among those recovered from the scene.

"It's a tough situation," Mr. Inman said. "It's hard. Their main issue is, where's my loved one? Because right now, no one's been identified."



The cargo plane was bound for Honolulu when it crashed shortly after takeoff early Tuesday evening. It was carrying about 38,000 gallons of fuel, according to Gov. Andy Beshear of Kentucky. He added that the plane hit a business called Grade A Auto Parts, as well as a petroleum recycling facility.  The aircraft barely missed a restaurant, a convention center and a large Ford plant.

Three of the missing are employees for Grade A Auto Parts, said Sean Garber, the company's C.E.O. Mr. Garber said he had been spending time with families of the missing, who are "shocked, angry, heartbroken, confused and worried."

The Louisville airport is one of the world's busiest hubs for cargo traffic. UPS has its largest air cargo hub, called Worldport, in Louisville. The airport fully reopened on Thursday.

Over 200 community members gathered at a union hall in Louisville for a vigil on Thursday night. One of the attendees, Tina McQueen, said she worked for UPS in the 1980s and 90s, and her daughter and granddaughter currently work there.

"Everyone in Louisville knows somebody who works at UPS," said Ms. McQueen, who was holding a sign that read, "Louisville is UPS Strong."

Rylee Kirk contributed reporting.
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A Grave Condition Caused by C-Sections Is on the Rise

Placenta accreta is a life-threatening condition in which the placenta attaches to scar tissue left by a C-section. It used to be extremely rare.

Lee Blasingame with his children, Nevaeh and Cameron. Their mother, Holly Baumstark, died during Nevaeh's birth by C-section in 2019.



By Sarah Kliff and Bianca Pallaro
Sarah Kliff traveled to Utah to visit a leading placenta accreta center. Bianca Pallaro analyzed hospital data provided by the State of Florida as well as national statistics.


Nov 06, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Holly Baumstark's doctor scheduled a cesarean section for the birth of her second child, a girl. Her son had arrived through an uneventful C-section, and she and her husband expected a similar experience. On the morning of the surgery, in 2019, she shopped on Amazon for newborn ballerina dresses.

But once she was on the operating table, doctors at Piedmont Rockdale Hospital, near Atlanta, found a big problem: Ms. Baumstark's placenta had fused with scar tissue left on her uterus from the previous surgery, a dangerous complication known as placenta accreta. Her husband, Lee Blasingame, watched blood gush from her belly as their daughter was born.

Fifteen hours later, Ms. Baumstark, 27, died from internal bleeding. She never met their daughter, Nevaeh, now 6.

"We tell Nevaeh stories about Mama Holly," Mr. Blasingame said in an interview. In February, a jury awarded his family $42 million in damages after he sued a doctor for improperly managing the complex delivery. (The doctor is appealing the verdict.)

Placenta accreta used to be very rare, affecting 1 in 4,000 pregnancies in the 1970s. But as cesarean surgeries have become more common in recent decades, so has accreta. While its prevalence has been hard to pin down, one report found a rate as high as 1 in 272 deliveries.

This year, a study found that accreta diagnoses increased significantly between 2016 and 2021. That's largely because of C-sections as well as other procedures that can result in scar tissue. Doctors have also become better at recognizing the condition, contributing to the uptick.

The placenta is covered in blood vessels that can cling to scar tissue and, in severe cases, grow through the uterine wall into the bladder. About two-thirds of women with placenta accreta hemorrhage during childbirth, sometimes requiring more blood transfusions than small hospitals have on hand. A patient can bleed to death in under 10 minutes.

Researchers believe accreta is a major cause of maternal deaths, though more research is needed to quantify its consequences. A small study at Vanderbilt University found that 5 to 7 percent of patients with especially severe cases died in childbirth.

"It is the single most important consequence of unnecessary cesarean sections," said Dr. Robert M. Silver, a maternal-fetal medicine specialist at the University of Utah.

 via Lee Blasingame

 via Lee Blasingame

Ms. Baumstark with her husband, left, and their son, right. via Lee Blasingame

'We're Going to See More of These'

When Dr. Silver began researching placenta accreta in the early 2000s, there were no medical guidelines for treating it. In 2006, he published a study showing that a woman's risk of developing the condition jumped with each cesarean. About a decade later, in 2015, accreta was given an official diagnosis code, allowing researchers to systematically study it.

Doctors are getting better at spotting accreta on ultrasounds before birth. But many women still go into labor undiagnosed. Obstetricians often do not have the expertise to handle a complex delivery, or even enough donor blood on hand.

Dr. Julie Kang, a Miami obstetrician, took notice of the condition in 2016, when she treated two severe cases within a week of each other.

"We're going to see more of these," she recalled thinking. She opened a clinic specializing in the condition at her hospital, Memorial Regional, and treated nine accreta patients the next year. Her caseload has steadily marched upward, hitting 62 in 2024.

Florida had the second-highest rate of cesarean sections in the country in 2023, according to a New York Times analysis of the most recent national vital statistics. And Miami-Dade County, where Dr. Kang works, had one of the highest rates in the state last year: 44 percent of births.

Florida's Health Department was concerned enough about placenta accreta in 2016 that it issued a warning to doctors, advising them to be on the lookout for the condition. Twenty-five women died of placenta accreta in Florida between 2010 and 2023, according to data from the Health Department.

"It's on people's radars, but not nearly as much as it should be," said Dr. Erin Myers, a surgeon who joined Dr. Kang's team in 2021 to help with the growing volume.

Even when doctors know what to expect, deliveries involving placenta accreta can be devastating.

Doctors diagnosed Maribel Sanchez with placenta accreta early during her third pregnancy in 2017, and referred her to a specialized center at the University of California, San Diego.

After hemorrhaging while seven months pregnant, she spent Christmas at the hospital with her partner, Julio Sanchez, and their two young daughters. When she delivered two days later, doctors were unable to control the bleeding and she died at age 31. Her newborn daughter spent two months in intensive care and required frequent visits with specialists.

Mr. Sanchez, a construction worker, said he struggled to care for his children alone. "The last eight years have been the worst experience of my life," he said.

Dr. Robert M. Silver, a maternal-fetal medicine specialist at the University of Utah, called placenta accreta "the single most important consequence of unnecessary cesarean sections." Kim Raff for The New York Times


Risky Surgeries

The Times interviewed more than a dozen women who developed placenta accreta after cesarean surgeries that they suspected had been unnecessary.

One of them, Mykalynn Penny, planned on a cesarean for her first delivery in 2019 because her fetus was in a breech position, legs dangling downward. By the time she arrived at the hospital, the baby had flipped into the proper position, medical records show. But her doctor advised her to go forward with the operation anyway, rather than "risk" a vaginal delivery, she recalled. (Records indicate that the doctor was worried that the fetus was too large. The baby was born at 7 pounds, an average weight.)

Ms. Penny developed placenta accreta during her second pregnancy. She began bleeding at home on Thanksgiving 2021, eight weeks early, before rushing to the hospital. The complicated delivery ended in a hysterectomy. She was 32.

"I had something taken from me that wasn't my doing," she said.

Rayven Coleman had her first cesarean, she said, because her doctor said the baby's heart patterns showed signs of distress. Fetal heart monitoring often produces false positives that lead to C-sections.

"It just felt like, they're the doctor, they know best," said Ms. Coleman, a fourth-grade teacher from Hattiesburg, Miss.

Ms. Coleman's doctors advised C-sections for her next two babies as well. That guidance is common in the United States, where the vast majority of pregnant women who have already had one C-section will go on to have another. Some doctors have argued that repeated surgeries are unnecessary and that more women could have vaginal deliveries after cesareans if given the proper support.

With her fourth child, who was born six weeks early in January of this year, Ms. Coleman developed a severe case of accreta resulting in the placenta attaching to her bladder. After she lost five liters of blood during surgery, she and her premature daughter were treated in intensive care. Ms. Coleman, then 31, had to use a catheter for three weeks.

Most hospitals do not have the resources to properly care for placenta accreta, requiring patients to travel long distances for treatment. Each month, Ms. Coleman drove four hours to her specialist in Jackson, Miss., because no one in Hattiesburg had the expertise.

Dr. Brett Einerson of the University of Utah's placenta accreta clinic, where many patients come from out of state and move nearby for the end of their pregnancies. "They spend months or weeks here, alone," he said. Kim Raff for The New York Times


The University of Utah has one of the largest placenta accreta clinics in the country. About 40 percent of its patients come from out of state, sometimes as far as Washington or Alaska. Most of them move near the clinic for the final stretch of their pregnancies.

"They spend months or weeks here, alone," said Dr. Brett Einerson, one of the doctors who runs the center. "It's an incredible burden on them."

In late June, Dr. Einerson had his first appointment with Oliva Hatch, 36, who had driven with her husband for three hours from their home in Idaho Falls. She had three children, all delivered by C-section, and was nearly eight months pregnant.

Her doctors at home suspected placenta accreta based on ultrasounds, but did not have enough expertise to know for sure.

In a small exam room, Dr. Einerson confirmed the condition and told Mrs. Hatch that she needed to relocate to Salt Lake City as soon as possible.

"I don't want to downplay that this is a huge ask," he told the couple. "I don't want to coerce you with horror stories. But yeah, I've got horror stories."

Mrs. Hatch left the appointment overwhelmed. The next day, she started crying while watching her children play. She and her husband decided she would move in with her brother-in-law in the Salt Lake City suburbs. Her husband and children planned to drop her off -- one last family road trip before living apart.

The drive never happened. Two days after the appointment, Mrs. Hatch began to bleed at home and was airlifted to the hospital in Salt Lake City. "Please don't let me die," she told a nurse.

Mrs. Hatch's surgery took three hours and required multiple blood transfusions. But the next day she was able to visit her newborn daughter in intensive care.


Read by Sarah Kliff



Audio produced by Patricia Sulbaran.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/06/health/placenta-accreta-c-sections.html
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Radiation May Be Unnecessary for Many Breast Cancer Patients

Doctors have already begun reducing radiation treatment for women at low risk of recurrence or spread of the disease. A new study finds that some women at greater risk can safely avoid radiation.

Researchers followed 1,600 women for a median of 9.6 years and found that survival rates were similar in two groups of patients: 81.4 percent among the patients who had received radiation treatment and 81.9 percent among those who had not. Mark Kostich/iStock, via Getty Images Plus



By Roni Caryn Rabin



Nov 06, 2025 at 01:56 AM

Radiation has long played a role in the treatment of breast cancer, though doctors have used it more sparingly in early-stage disease in recent years, as advances in diagnostics and treatment have improved survival rates.

Now a new study with an unusually long follow-up period has found that radiation to the chest wall made absolutely no difference in survival among women with early-stage breast cancer who had been treated with mastectomy, lymph-node surgery and advanced anti-cancer drugs.

The results of the large, randomized clinical trial were published on Wednesday in The New England Journal of Medicine.

The women in the study were at intermediate risk, meaning they had Stage II cancer with one to three affected lymph nodes, or tumors with aggressive features and no lymph node involvement. 

Most of the patients had not had chemotherapy before their surgeries, which reduces the need for radiation, said Dr. Ian Kunkler, chief investigator of the international trial and a lead author of the paper.

The results support a trend already underway, he said, "toward de-escalation of radiotherapy in lower-risk groups of patients." The risks to these women are low enough, and chemotherapy effective enough, to obviate the need for radiation.

"We've now shown that with contemporary anti-cancer treatments, the risk of recurrence is very, very low -- sufficiently low to avoid radiotherapy in most patients," Dr. Kunkler said.

The trial included over 1,600 women with early-stage disease, half of whom had received radiation treatment and half of whom had not. After researchers followed them for a median of 9.6 years, survival rates were similar: 81.4 percent among the patients who had received radiation treatment, and 81.9 percent among those who had not.

Radiation had no impact on the amount of time the women lived without a recurrence, and no effect on whether disease spread from the breast to other parts of the body.

Still, those who had received radiation treatment were at significantly lower risk of having a cancer recurrence in the chest wall. But the number of recurrences was very small: Of 29 patients who had one, nine (or 1.1 percent) had received radiation, and 20 (or 2.5 percent) had not.

Even though radiation is already being used less often among lower-risk patients, the findings will help clarify treatment for women at intermediate risk.

"It was clear for low-risk cancer that you did not need radiation after mastectomy and that for high-risk patient you did need radiation and still do it after mastectomy," said Dr. Harold Burstein, a medical oncologist at Dana Farber Cancer Institute and a professor at Harvard Medical School, who was not involved in the study.

"That left open the question of the intermediate group of patients -- there was still a question of whether adding radiation therapy would be helpful," he said. The study results suggests that radiation is not necessary for these women.

"We know that almost all patients experience some side effects of radiotherapy that can develop even years after treatment," said Dr. Nicola Russell, one of the lead authors of the trial, which was carried out by the Medical Research Council, the European Organization for Research and Treatment of Cancer and Breast International Group.

In the short term, radiation can cause sunburn-like effects and other changes in the skin, as well as soreness and swelling. In rare cases, it can lead to lung inflammation and may also increase the risk of lymphedema, a condition that causes swelling in the arms and can be serious.

Radiation also can complicate breast reconstruction immediately after mastectomy surgery, as well as later reconstruction, because it changes the texture of the skin, making it less elastic and more prone to scarring.

Patients at higher risk of recurrence and spreading of cancer may still benefit from radiation, the researchers cautioned.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/05/health/breast-cancer-radiation.html
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John Russell Taylor, 90, Dies; Cultural Critic and Hitchcock Biographer

A prolific journalist and author, he wrote the only authorized biography of Alfred Hitchcock and heaped early praise on the future Nobel laureate Harold Pinter.

John Russell Taylor in an undated photo. As a critic, he wrote about theater, painting, fashion and cinema. Roger Mayne/Mary Evans,
 via Everett Collection



By Sam Roberts



Nov 06, 2025 at 05:05 PM

As a young and prescient arts critic and author, John Russell Taylor praised the future Nobel laureate Harold Pinter as "the greatest" of the new wave of stylistically revolutionary playwrights to emerge in their native England in the late 1950s.

During his stint in the 1970s as a Los Angeles-based correspondent for The Times of London, Mr. Taylor bonded with Alfred Hitchcock over their mutual affection for English candy and, trust earned, wrote the filmmaker's only authorized biography -- one of many well-received and comprehensive books he published about secretive public figures in the arts.

Perhaps most memorably, Mr. Taylor, a lifelong movie aficionado, recalled writing for The Times such an effusive late-career appraisal of Bette Davis that she rang him up to say "she was thinking of forging down to the office to kiss me."

Mr. Taylor, a widely praised author and critic whose reviews encompassed theater, painting, fashion and cinema, died on Aug. 18. He was 90.

He had homes in London and Wales, but his obituaries in British publications, including The Times of London, did not provide further details.

Mr. Taylor spent much of his career, which spanned more than five decades, with The Times, where he was art critic from 1978 to 2005. He was also a contributor to The New York Times and The Los Angeles Times and edited the now-defunct monthly magazine Films and Filming, in addition to lecturing on cinema at University of Southern California and other institutions.

Mr. Taylor with Alfred Hitchcock in the early 1970s. One of Mr. Taylor's early books, "Cinema Eye, Cinema Ear" (1964), made an early case for Hitchcock among the ranks of "auteurs" like Federico Fellini, Michelangelo Antonioni and Ingmar Bergman. Universal Pictures


His corpus of some 40 books included biographies of the actors Ingrid Bergman, Alec Guinness, Vivien Leigh and Elizabeth Taylor as well as the actor and filmmaker Orson Welles. He also wrote "Strangers in Paradise: The Hollywood Emigres 1933-1950" (1983), about film-industry refugees from Nazi-occupied Europe who rebuilt their lives in Southern California.

His other books included biographies of the artists Roberto Bernardi, Peter Coker and Claude Monet as well as monographs on the playwrights Peter Shaffer, David Storey and Mr. Pinter (Mr. Taylor was one of the first journalists to interview him).

His book "Anger and After" (1962), released in the United States as "The Angry Theatre," was credited with adopting the term "new wave" -- which had previously been applied to rule-breaking French filmmakers like Jean-Luc Godard -- to characterize the generational upheaval in British theater prompted by John Osborne's 1956 play, "Look Back in Anger," and other menacing dramas with often brutish antiheroes.

One of Mr. Taylor's early books, "Cinema Eye, Cinema Ear: Some Key Filmmakers of the Sixties" (1964), made an early case for Hitchcock among the ranks of directors regarded as "auteurs" like Federico Fellini, Michelangelo Antonioni and Ingmar Bergman.

Beyond an elite circle of French film critics, Mr. Taylor was making a proposition that seemed somewhat daring at a time when marquee directors working in Hollywood -- Hitchcock among them -- were often viewed as big-studio technicians known for making commercial crowd-pleasers, but rarely as artists akin to great novelists.

Mr. Taylor's best-known book was "Hitch: The Life and Times of Alfred Hitchcock" (1978), the culmination of a lifetime of fascination with the British-born director widely known as the "master of suspense." Although nominated five times for an Academy Award for best director -- for "Rebecca" (1940), "Lifeboat" (1944), "Spellbound" (1945), "Rear Window" (1954) and "Psycho" (1960) -- Hitchcock never won a competitive Oscar.

Mr. Taylor recalled being terrified but riveted as a child by Hitchcock's 1939 screen adaptation of Daphne du Maurier's novel "Jamaica Inn," about cutthroat 19th-century smugglers who deliberately cause shipwrecks on the rocky Cornish coast.

He got to know Hitchcock during the making of his serial-killer drama "Frenzy" (1972), set in London, and was allowed on the set as Hitchcock made his last feature film, "Family Plot" (1976), four years before his death at 80.

By his own account, it was in part his love of Liquorice Allsorts, a sundry assortment of fruity candy also known as English licorice, that helped gain the director's confidence. Mr. Taylor also understood, he wrote in "Hitch," that he was, for Hitchcock, a rare companion with "no ax to grind, no political agenda, no girlfriend or brother-in-law on whose behalf to seek his patronage."

They began to have lunch almost weekly at Hitchcock's studio office, where waiters delivered, without taking their order, a plate of minced meat and mashed potatoes and a glass of water. Mr. Taylor eventually received Hitchcock's blessing to write his authorized biography.

Mr. Taylor's best-known book, "Hitch: The Life and Times of Alfred Hitchcock" (1978), was a culmination of a lifetime of fascination with the director widely known as the "master of suspense." Bloomsbury Reader


Mr. Taylor wrote in "Hitch" that the director was distinguished by the powerful psychological insights he brought to character development and by the disciplined professionalism he brought to his craft, including his understanding of the value of publicity and his ability to exploit it by cultivating his own roguish and macabre legend.

While the biography was later superseded by even more thorough works, David Sterritt, a Hitchcock scholar and retired Christian Science Monitor film critic, said in an interview that Mr. Taylor's book "had an impact. It was authoritative, and it helped people take Hitchcock seriously."

In 2012, Hitchcock's personal reputation came under attack twice. The biopic "Hitchcock," starring Anthony Hopkins, and the television film "The Girl," about the director's supposed infatuation with his leading lady Tippi Hedren, portrayed him as a serial predator who ruined Ms. Hedren's career when she would not submit to his advances while making "The Birds" (1963) and "Marnie" (1964).

Mr. Taylor acknowledged in his biography that Hitchcock had little patience with Ms. Hedren, a former model with negligible acting experience, and that their tense relationship led to a sharp verbal exchange. "She did what no one is permitted to do," Mr. Taylor quoted the corpulent director saying. "She referred to my weight."

In blog posts and interviews at the time, Mr. Taylor, who called himself a "scholar and biographer, not a hagiographer," offered a detailed defense of Hitchcock. He said Ms. Hedren, whom he had met (and interviewed), altered her accounts to other writers, making her relationship with Hitchcock seem more lurid with the passing years in a bid for attention.

"Lord knows, Hitch was no angel," he told The Daily Mail in 2024, "but in this instance I resent what Tippi has done to blacken his character."

John Russell Taylor was born on June 19, 1935, in Dover, England. His father, Arthur, was a customs officer. His mother, Kathleen (Picker) Russell, was a teacher and artist.

He graduated from Jesus College at the University of Cambridge with a focus on English and studied Art Nouveau book design for two years at the Courtauld Institute of Art in London.

In 2006, Mr. Taylor entered into a civil partnership with the artist and designer Ying Yeung Li, who is his only immediate survivor.

As Mr. Taylor saw it, the two men who became paramount figures in his writerly life, Alfred Hitchcock and Harold Pinter, had at least one thing in common. Some of their first productions -- Hitchcock's feature directorial debut, the 1925 silent film "The Pleasure Garden," and Mr. Pinter's early play "The Room," in 1957 -- were flops.

In a way, Mr. Taylor wrote, they were lucky.

"It is always disastrous to start your career with a masterpiece," he wrote in Sight and Sound. "No one will ever let you live it down, or allow that you are living up to it."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/06/books/john-russell-taylor-dead.html
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Kim Yong-nam, Longtime Ceremonial Leader of North Korea, Dies at 97

In a country where political purges are frequent, Mr. Kim was a notable exception and served three generations of its dynastic rulers.

Kim Yong-nam, head of the Presidium of the Supreme People's Assembly of North Korea in Pyongyang, North Korea, in 2013. David Guttenfelder/Associated Press



By Choe Sang-Hun
Reporting from Seoul


Nov 04, 2025 at 06:27 AM

Kim Yong-nam, North Korea's long time former ceremonial head of state whose loyalty shielded him from frequent political purges and enabled him to serve the country's  ruling family for three generations, died on Monday. He was 97.

The country's official Korean Central News Agency said the cause was multiple organ failure resulting from cancer. North Korea's top leader, Kim Jong-un, visited Mr. Kim's bier early Tuesday to lay a wreath and express deep condolences, the news agency said.

Mr. Kim stood apart for his ability to stay in favor of the ruling Kim family, to which he was not related and which has ruled North Korea  as a totalitarian dictatorship since its founding at the end of World War II. Mr. Kim served on the ruling Workers' Party's Politburo from 1978 to 2019, when he retired from public service.

His career spanned the governments of Kim Il-sung, the founder of North Korea; his son, Kim Jong-il; and his grandson, Kim Jong-un. Mr. Kim's longevity was even more remarkable because in the monolithic tenure of the ruling family, senior officials outside  the top leader's immediate kin are ultimately considered expendable and are frequently purged and sent to labor camps.

By the time he retired in 2019, Kim Yong-nam had also served as president of the Presidium of the Supreme People's Assembly, North Korea's rubber-stamp parliament , for 21 years.

That post made Mr. Kim the ceremonial head of state for North Korea. During the reign of the reclusive Kim Jong-il, who was North Korea's top leader from 1994 until his death in 2011, Mr. Kim often led government delegations overseas. He also received credentials from foreign diplomats newly posted to Pyongyang. When the then-South Korean president Roh Moo-hyun visited North Korea in 2007, he and Mr. Roh rode through central Pyongyang in an open limousine as hundreds of thousands of spectators were mobilized to line the streets waving paper flowers and shouting "Hurray!"

But Mr. Kim always operated in the shadow of the  ruling Kim family. His behavior offered a model for North Korean officialdom, according to defectors  from the county.

A photograph provided by North Korean state media showed North Korean leader Kim Jong-un (third from left) visiting the coffin of Kim Yong-nam at an undisclosed location in North Korea. Korean Central News Agency, via Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


In 2018, Mr. Kim appeared openly deferential to a junior colleague -- Kim Yo-jong, the influential sister of Kim Jong-un -- while he was leading a North Korean delegation to South Korea to attend the Winter Olympics. He was seen asking Ms. Kim to sit on a sofa in an airport V.I.P. lounge before he did. He sat first only after Ms. Kim, 60 years his junior, indicated that he could do so.

"I found Kim Yong -nam a puzzling figure. In greetings before business began, he was cordial and relaxed, but once at work, he relentlessly followed his script ," the American journalist Don Oberdorfer, who had met  Mr. Kim, wrote in  his book "The Two Koreas" (1997).

Mr. Oberdorfer quoted a former North Korean diplomat as saying , "If Kim Il -sung was pointing to a wall and said there is a door, Kim Yong -nam would believe that and try to go through it ."

"Yet by all accounts," Mr. Oberdorfer wrote, "he is highly intelligent and, due to his high position and prestige within the system, an important behind-the-scenes figure in Pyongyang."

Kim Yong-nam was born in 1928, when Korea was  still a colony of Japan. He joined North Korea's foreign service in the 1950s after studying in Moscow. He rose through the ranks of the party, becoming party secretary for international affairs in 1975 and foreign minister in 1983. He survived  many crises in North Korean diplomacy, including the Russian and Chinese decisions to establish diplomatic ties with rival South Korea in the early 1990s. 

Mr. Kim  helped Kim Jong-un  establish his leadership in the wake of his father's death.  When he read a eulogy at the funeral of Kim Jong-il in 2011, Mr. Kim urged North Koreans to rally around the dead leader's son. Later that year at a huge rally in Pyongyang, it was Mr. Kim who announced that Kim Jong-un was the new "supreme leader of our party, military and people."

When he led the North Korean delegation to the 2018 Winter Olympics, Mr. Kim became the highest-ranking North Korean official to visit the South at the time.  His trip helped thaw inter-Korean relations, laying the groundwork for Kim Jong-un's meetings with the former South Korean leader, Moon Jae-in, in 2018 and President Trump in 2019, for which the North Korean leader stepped onto South Korean soil.

"Comrade Kim Yong-nam  lived a life of glory and honor in the bosom of the party, and the leader and his life shined with clean loyalty and high competence ," state media said on Tuesday.

Chung Dong-young, a South Korean cabinet minister in charge of relations with North Korea, issued a statement of condolences on Tuesday, recognizing Mr. Kim's role in creating an inter-Korean rapprochement in 2018.
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Edward Arrigoni, 91, Dies; His 'Cop-Shot' Charity Rewards Tipsters

A bus company executive, he founded an organization that offers $10,000 for information on gunmen who assault police. Its posters are ubiquitous in the New York area.

Edward Arrigoni, a bus company owner from the Bronx, founded Cop-Shot in 1984 to reward tips about shootings of law enforcement officers. Bachrach



By Sam Roberts



Nov 06, 2025 at 08:14 PM

Edward Arrigoni, a bus company owner from the Bronx who came up with the idea of offering $10,000 rewards for information leading to the arrest and conviction of gunmen who shoot New York area law enforcement officers, died on Sept. 29 at his home in Greenwich, Conn. He was 91.

His death was confirmed this week by his daughter Jeanne O'Reilly.

Mr. Arrigoni established Cop-Shot in 1984, with him and a group of friends initially contributing $1,000 each in cooperation with the New York Police Department and the Police Benevolent Association. Since then, the organization has distributed some 30 rewards to tipsters who called Cop-Shot's telephone hotline (1-800-COP-SHOT) with information.

Detectives deemed those anonymous tipsters instrumental in successfully prosecuting suspects who killed or wounded officers from the New York Police Department, the Metropolitan Transportation Authority and the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, as well as New York State Troopers and Amtrak police serving in the metropolitan area.

The organization's eye-grabbing bumper stickers, billboards and bus advertisements -- punctuated with a blood-like splatter of crimson -- were intended to serve not only as an investigative tool, but also as a deterrent, warning miscreants that bystanders, neighbors and even relatives might be tempted by a hefty reward to turn them in.

Mr. Arrigoni told The New York Times in 1988 that he had for years been donating buses to help family, friends and colleagues visit wounded officers and attend services for those who had been killed. But he had come to believe that that was an insufficient response to tragedies that registered well beyond any one individual or family.

"It seemed like such a passive part I was playing," he said. (The name Cop-Shot seems self-explanatory, but it's also a part-acronym for Citizens Outraged by Police Being Shot.)

Edward F. Arrigoni was born on June 30, 1934, in the South Bronx, the grandson of Italian immigrants. His father, Ferdinand, was a garage mechanic who started a station-wagons-for-hire business. His mother, Mary (Collura) Arrigoni, managed the home.

After attending All Hallows High School, a Catholic school in the Bronx, he graduated in 1956 with a bachelor's degree from Iona College (now Iona University) in New Rochelle, N.Y. He was the first in his family to attend college and later became an Iona benefactor.

After his father's death in 1964, he inherited what had become, by the mid-1940s, the Parochial Bus Service, shuttling students to religious schools. The company became New York Bus Tours, providing service to area racetracks, to the 1964-65 World's Fair in Queens and to Shea Stadium from Upper Manhattan and the Bronx.

By 1970, as New York Bus Service, the company innovated by beginning to run express buses between the northeast Bronx and Midtown Manhattan. Mr. Arrigoni retired in 2005 when the company was acquired by the Metropolitan Transportation Authority.

Mr. Arrigoni married Helen Moyna in 1956. She was treasurer of New York Bus Service and died in 1991. His son James died in 2021.

In addition to his daughter Jeanne, he is survived by his wife, Mary Jane (Voute) Arrigoni; two other daughters, Laureen Cassoli and Karen Arrigoni; four stepdaughters, Kathleen Gudmundsson, Carolyn Murphy, MaryEllen Sutherland and Jean Voute; seven grandchildren; and one great-grandson.
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Ed Moloney, Chronicler of the Troubles in Northern Ireland, Dies at 77

He wrote a history of the Irish Republican Army and directed a project that secretly collected oral histories of paramilitary fighters.

Ed Moloney in his home office in Belfast, Northern Ireland, in an undated photo.  via Moloney Family



By Richard Sandomir



Nov 06, 2025 at 07:30 PM

Ed Moloney, an authoritative chronicler of the Troubles in Northern Ireland through relentless reporting and deep sourcing on both sides of the bloody sectarian strife that engulfed that small region of the United Kingdom for 30 years, died on Oct. 17 in Manhattan. He was 77.

His son, Ciaran, said his death, in a hospital, was caused by complications of an infection. He lived in the Bronx.

A reporter, editor, historian and blogger, Mr. Moloney documented the intractable divisions between republicans and unionists in Northern Ireland that led to decades of guerrilla warfare, bombings, terrorism and street fighting. The republicans were mostly Roman Catholics who wanted Northern Ireland to become part of a united Ireland; the unionists were mainly Protestants who wanted to stay with Britain.

"Ed had remarkable sources," Andy Pollak, who, with Mr. Moloney, reported on the Troubles and other issues for The Irish Times in the 1980s, said in an interview. "People on the edge who were active revolutionaries, terrorists and guerrillas whom he probably shouldn't have been talking to because they were paramilitaries and commandoes."

Mr. Moloney and Mr. Pollak covered the monthslong hunger strike at the Maze Prison, outside Belfast, in 1981, and helped reveal a behind-the-scenes effort to end it. Ten prisoners from the Irish Republican Army, or I.R.A., the paramilitary group that fought against British rule in Northern Ireland, and the hard-line guerrilla Irish National Liberation Army starved themselves to death. Among them was Bobby Sands, who became a martyr to the I.R.A. cause.

They also wrote exposes about a sexual abuse scandal at the Kincora Boys' Home in East Belfast that involved some of the people who ran the facility and others who knew about the abuse, including police and military intelligence, but did nothing.

"Ed and Andy were way ahead of the chasing pack," Chris Moore, a former BBC reporter whose own reporting on the scandal was encouraged by the two men, wrote in an email.

Mr. Moore, whose book "Kincora: Britain's Shame," was published this year, added that Mr. Moloney and Mr. Pollak "focused on the unionist/political links to Kincora -- particularly those centered on the Rev. Ian Paisley, who at the time was exerting his religious, hard-line views against Roman Catholicism, which took him into direct opposition to Northern Ireland Prime Minister Terence O'Neill."

Mr. Paisley, the firebrand Protestant leader, was the subject of a biography, "Paisley," written by Mr. Moloney and Mr. Pollak and published in 1986.

In Mr. Moloney's 2002 book "A Secret History of the I.R.A.," he described the long conflict as "a low-intensity war that occasionally exploded into spectacular bursts of violence but more often was characterized by a killing or two a week, deaths that by the end had become so routine that they scarcely merited a headline outside of Ireland."

In "A Secret History of the IRA" (2002), Mr. Moloney wrote of "a low-intensity war that occasionally exploded into spectacular bursts of violence but more often was characterized by a killing or two a week." Penguin


But, he added, the violence "devastated a whole society, scarring two generations of Irish people." More than 3,700 people died before a lasting peace was reached with the Good Friday Agreement in 1998.

In his book, Mr. Moloney accused Gerry Adams -- the president of Sinn Fein, the political wing of the I.R.A., from 1983 to 2018 -- of leading its violent Belfast brigade in the early 1970s, and of setting up a unit to kill informers.

Mr. Adams, who was instrumental in negotiating the Good Friday Agreement, dismissed the accusations as "innuendo, recycled claims, nodding and winking."

Mr. Moloney wrote that Mr. Adams "must have known about the circumstances" behind the killing of Jean McConville, one of the most horrific atrocities of the Troubles.

A widowed mother of 10, Mrs. McConville was dragged from her home in Belfast in front of her children and shot to death by the I.R.A. in 1972 after being accused of comforting a wounded British soldier outside her door and of monitoring the movements of I.R.A. volunteers for the British. Her body was found buried at a beach in the Republic of Ireland in 2003.

"Sinn Fein spin doctors," Mr. Moloney wrote, suggested that Mr. Adams "had been in Dublin at the time of the killing, implying that he had played no part in the decision to kill and secretly bury Jean McConville." (Mr. Adams was arrested in 2014 but not charged.)

"Ed had remarkable sources," a colleague said. "People on the edge who were active revolutionaries, terrorists and guerrillas whom he probably shouldn't have been talking to." via Moloney Family


In 1999, while working for The Sunday Tribune, Mr. Moloney published an account of the shooting murder a decade earlier of Pat Finucane, a Catholic human rights lawyer in Belfast.

Mr. Moloney relied on an interview he had conducted nine years earlier with William Stobie, a police informer and gunrunner for the Ulster Defence Association, a loyalist paramilitary group, who claimed to have supplied the gun that killed Mr. Finucane. Mr. Stobie asked that Mr. Moloney tell his story if he were charged or killed.

After Mr. Stobie was charged in Mr. Finucane's murder, Scotland Yard's commissioner, John Stevens, demanded that Mr. Moloney turn over the notes of the interview.

Mr. Moloney risked imprisonment by refusing the demand. But after two court decisions against him, the lord chief justice of Northern Ireland, Robert Carswell, overturned the rulings and said the police had not shown a need for his notes.

"It will make the authorities think twice before they ever try to do this against a journalist again," Mr. Moloney said.

Mr. Moloney was named Irish journalist of the year later that year by Newsbrands Ireland, which represents news publishers.

Edmund Gerrard Morton Moloney was born on May 5, 1948, in Aldershot, England. His father, Edmund, was a captain in the British Army, and his mother, Anne (Boyes) Moloney, ran the home. When he was 18 months old, Ed was struck with polio; he wore leg braces for the rest of his life.

Ed was educated in schools at his father's postings in Germany, Gibraltar, Malaysia and Lisburn, near Belfast. He graduated from Queen's University Belfast in 1969 with a bachelor's degree in economics and politics. In the 1970s, he taught English as a second language in Libya, and English at a technical college in Belfast.

But he disliked teaching, and he turned to writing for The Belfast Bulletin, a left-wing publication, and for Hibernia and Magill magazines. He was a reporter and editor at The Irish Times, from 1981 to 1985, and The Sunday Tribune, from 1987 to 2001.

For a brief period in the 1970s, Mr. Moloney was the education officer of what came to be called the Official I.R.A., after the Provisional I.R.A. split from the original Irish Republican Army, formed early in the 20th century. Mr. Pollak said that being a republican helped Mr. Moloney mine sources once he became a journalist.

The association with rival operatives nearly got him killed -- but also saved him from assassination. When he later reported on the Official I.R.A.'s possible criminal ties, he said, the group put him on a hit list and passed false information to the Ulster Defence Association that he was an intelligence officer for another republican group, the Irish National Liberation Army.

He was summoned to a meeting of three U.D.A. leaders -- including Davy Payne, a feared killer -- who were ultimately satisfied that the allegation was false.

"But for the fact that the U.D.A. leaders knew me well enough to smell a rat," he wrote in the Irish political and cultural magazine Village in 2021, "I almost certainly would have been killed and my name besmirched in death."

In addition to his son, Mr. Moloney is survived by his wife, Joan McKiernan, a teacher he met in Belfast and married in 1977; a sister, Michelle Bray; and a brother, Sean.

After moving to the Bronx in 2000 to help care for his mother-in-law, Mr. Moloney directed the Belfast Project at Boston College, a collection of audio interviews with paramilitary fighters on both sides of the Troubles conducted by two people, one a loyalist and the other a former I.R.A. volunteer who had served 17 years in prison for murder.

The tapes were to stay sealed until the interview subjects died. Mr. Moloney used interviews with two of them for his 2010 book, "Voices From the Grave: Two Men's War in Ireland," which was adapted into a documentary film of the same name that year.

But Patrick Radden Keefe, in his 2018 book "Say Nothing: A True Story of Murder and Memory in Northern Ireland," which investigated the McConville case, described a flaw in the project's promise of confidentiality. The contracts with the participants, Mr. Keefe wrote, did not guarantee that the confidentiality could be protected from a court order.

That turned out to be a serious problem. After the British government learned of the archives -- which, among other things, implicated Mr. Adams in the McConville killing -- it asked the Justice Department, under a mutual assistance legal treaty, to compel Boston College to turn over the tapes.

Under a federal subpoena, 11 of the 200 tapes were turned over in 2013. The college offered to return the tapes to the participants in the project and has done so in some cases, said Jack Dunn, a university spokesman. The archive is closed to the public.

While Mr. Dunn said that the school had "fought the subpoenas in federal court, and won a significant victory in the process," limiting the subpoenas' scope, Mr. Moloney criticized the school for not being effective enough in its opposition.

"This stain," he told The Boston Globe in 2014, "is going to be on Boston College for a very long time."
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Bob Trumpy, Star Receiver Turned NBC Football Analyst, Dies at 80

He made his mark with the Cincinnati Bengals as a fast pass-catching tight end. He later joined announcers like Bob Costas and Dick Enberg in the broadcast booth.

Bob Trumpy of the Cincinnati Bengals caught a touchdown pass in a game against the San Diego Chargers in 1969. He joined the Bengals in 1968 and retired in 1978 to pursue a full-time career in sports talk radio. Chance Brockway/Sporting News, via Getty Images



By Richard Sandomir



Nov 04, 2025 at 11:39 PM

Bob Trumpy, an All-Pro tight end with the Cincinnati Bengals who was later a prominent sports talk radio host in the city and the lead National Football League analyst at NBC Sports, died on Sunday at his home in Glendale, Ohio, a suburb of Cincinnati. He was 80.

His death was confirmed by his son Jason, who did not specify the cause. His friend and television colleague Ken Fouts said that Trumpy recently had a heart attack.

Before reaching a national audience in the broadcast booth alongside announcers like Bob Costas and Dick Enberg, Trumpy was an original Bengal, drafted in 1968 by the American Football League before the team's inaugural season as an expansion franchise.

A fast tight end who stood 6-foot-6, he was part of an evolution of the position into more of a receiver than a blocker, although he was adept at that as well.

"He was an exceptional and rare tight end who could get downfield and split zone coverages," Mike Brown, the Bengals' owner and president, said in a statement. "He was as fast as any wide receiver and was a deep threat."

In Trumpy's first game -- the second of the 1968 season -- he started in place of the injured flanker and caught a 58-yard touchdown pass from quarterback John Stofa to put Cincinnati ahead, 9-0, in a 24-10 victory over the Denver Broncos.

"I thought it was never going to happen," Trumpy said after the game. He had been the team's leading receiver in preseason games but hadn't scored a touchdown.

Trumpy was a first-team All-Pro in 1969, when he caught 37 passes for 835 yards, or 22.6 yards per catch. He was also selected to play in four Pro Bowl games. In his 10-year career, he had 4,600 receiving yards for an average of 15.4 per catch, still team records for a tight end.

Trumpy benefited from playing for several seasons for Bill Walsh, who was then an innovative assistant coach in charge of quarterbacks and receivers for the Bengals. His system of three-step drops, which enabled quarterbacks to throw short, quick passes, became known as the West Coast offense. Walsh, who often designed plays for Trumpy, later won three Super Bowls as head coach of the San Francisco 49ers.

Trumpy retired in early 1978 to pursue a full-time career in sports talk radio, where he had already been working for two years. He possessed at least two traits that played well in the medium: He was highly opinionated and spoke in a deep, booming voice.

Trumpy, right, with his NBC broadcast partner Dick Enberg at the 1993 Super Bowl. NBC


Robert Theodore Trumpy Jr. was born on March 6, 1945, in rural Mount Pulaski, Ill., and grew up in Tremont and Springfield. His father was a divisional sales manager at a financial services company, and his mother, Marion (Miller) Trumpy, was a home economics teacher. Bob was a three-sport athlete -- football, basketball, and track and field -- in high school.

His path to the Bengals was circuitous. He played college football for two seasons -- at the University of Illinois in 1964, after which he flunked out, and another at the University of Utah in 1966, after which he left the school without graduating.

After briefly attending Glendale Junior College (now Glendale Community College) near Los Angeles -- and then serving in the Naval Reserve and working as a bill collector -- he learned from his wife, Pat, in 1968 that he had received a telegram from Paul Brown, the coach and owner of the Bengals (and Mike Brown's father), saying he had been selected deep into the joint A.F.L.-N.F.L. draft, in the 12th round, with the Bengals taking a flyer on him. (He had led Illinois in receptions in 1964.)

"Jeez, you don't think they've made a mistake, do you?" he recalled asking his wife in a memoir, "Trump: Ten Years With the Bengals" (1979, with Bill Mefford). "I haven't touched a football in a year and a half."

Trumpy (84) fought for a pass with Ken Houston (29) of the Houston Oilers in a 1970 game in the Houston Astrodome. Ed Kolenovsky/Associated Press


The Bengals became a consistently good team during Trumpy's time but never won a playoff game.

As a sports talk host for about a dozen years in Cincinnati, Trumpy was known for his blunt criticism, most notably in 1978, when Paul Brown fired Bill Johnson, whom he had hired to replace him as the Bengals' coach, after an 0-5 start.

The next day, Brown confronted Trumpy at practice.

"His lecturing and finger-pointing lasted as long as practice did -- 90 minutes," Trumpy told WVXU, a public radio station in Cincinnati, in 2014.

Cris Collinsworth, a former Bengals receiver who in 1989 succeeded Trumpy as the host of "Sports Talk," a popular show on the Cincinnati radio station WLW, said in an interview that Trumpy "was part of the sports culture." He added: "He was strongly opinionated, with a drill sergeant's voice and an Ed McMahon laugh. People loved him, they were mad at him, they feared him."

One of Trumpy's critics, Mike Bass, a sports columnist for The Cincinnati Post, celebrated Trumpy's retirement from sports talk radio in 1989. "Many have felt the wrath -- and the ignorance -- of Bobzilla," he wrote.

Trumpy began calling N.F.L. games for NBC in 1978. He had been encouraged by Fouts, then a director at NBC Sports, to make an audition tape, which Fouts brought to Scotty Connal, an NBC Sports executive.

"Years later," Fouts said in an interview, "Scotty told me, 'I never watched the tape, I already knew who Bob Trumpy was.'"

Trumpy in the mid-1980s. He began calling N.F.L. games for NBC in 1978 and received the Pete Rozelle Radio and Television Award from the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2014. George Gojkovich/Getty Images


Over nearly 20 years -- until NBC lost its rights to N.F.L. games in 1997 -- Trumpy worked with several announcers, including Don Criqui as well as Costas, Enberg and others. Enberg and Trumpy were the network's top announcing team from 1993 to 1995, calling two Super Bowls together. At NBC, Trumpy also worked on Olympic and golf broadcasts.

"He had exceptional broadcasting skills," Costas said in an interview. "He was able to get in and out between plays, and did it consistently well. He understood the pace and rhythm of a broadcast."

Trumpy was replaced as NBC's No. 1 football analyst in 1995 by two N.F.L. veterans, Phil Simms and Paul Maguire; he went on to work through the 1997 season with other partners, including Tom Hammond and Charlie Jones. He later called N.F.L. games on radio.

In 2014, Trumpy received the Pete Rozelle Radio and Television Award from the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

In addition to his son Jason, he is survived by his wife, Patricia (Feith) Trumpy; another son, Matthew; a sister, Rebecca Ethell; a brother, David; and six grandchildren.

In 1968, when Trumpy scored his first touchdown, his celebration prompted his coach to castigate him for showing such emotion.

"Act like you've been there before," Paul Brown told him, as Trumpy recounted the moment to The Cincinnati Post.

He then got a phone call on the sideline from Bill Walsh, the assistant coach, who was in the press box.

"I got on the phone, and he asked what Paul had said," Trumpy recalled. "I told him. He said it was OK, that I had run a good route and made a nice catch."
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Guest Essay


Nancy Pelosi Is an American Political Giant

 Damon Winter/The New York Times



By John A. Lawrence
Mr. Lawrence was Representative Nancy Pelosi's chief of staff from 2005 to 2013.


Nov 06, 2025 at 09:00 PM

Few modern political leaders will be as carefully evaluated for their historical significance as Nancy Pelosi, the first woman to serve as the speaker of the House, who announced on Thursday that she will retire from Congress at the end of her current term.

She'll be remembered as an American political giant.

A nearly 40-year veteran of the House of Representatives, Ms. Pelosi already occupies a larger-than-life place in the political firmament both for her two-decade tenure as the Democratic leader and for the essential role she played in the passage of the Affordable Care Act and the Dodd-Frank Wall Street reform bill, as well as the 2009 stimulus bill, the 2021 infrastructure bill and the Inflation Reduction Act, which included significant investments in renewable energy.

But a list of her legislative achievements doesn't tell the whole story. She is both a committed progressive and an operational pragmatist who has always been unperturbed by any contradictions required to embrace both stances. Indeed, that combination -- perhaps to some people a paradox -- is one of the chief reasons that she has been able to lead her party so ably. As the Georgetown University historian Michael Kazin has observed, "Ideological ardor, for her, always paled in comparison to doing what she deemed necessary to win power and hold it."

Although often caricatured as the archetypal San Francisco liberal, Ms. Pelosi's progressive credentials were often the very thing that enabled her to bring a notoriously diverse Democratic caucus together to embrace the achievable over the purely aspirational. She has an ability to build consensus that several of her Republican successors -- John Boehner, Paul Ryan and Kevin McCarthy -- were unable to replicate in trying to lead their fractious caucuses, rived in many instances by zealots who demanded ideological purity at the expense of a functioning government.

She didn't hesitate to enforce party discipline: If she thought she had crafted a reasonable compromise, she would rarely give a pass to members who then complained about a tough vote.

But that didn't mean taking things personally: In 2018, she said she didn't object to Democrats in swing districts openly criticizing her, saying, "If they have to do that to win the election, I'm all for winning."

In 2006, she persuaded House Democrats hungry to end their dozen years in the minority to embrace a campaign agenda -- the "Six for '06" plan -- that eschewed edgier progressive policy goals in favor of a tightly fashioned platform that helped to unify the Democratic Party while still differentiating its House members from President George W. Bush and Republicans. That election propelled her to the speakership for the first time.

Despite her careful approach, Ms. Pelosi never gave up on ambitious policy goals like expanded access to health care coverage and the expansion of child tax credits. She often shared the passion of a visionary colleague or a progressive advocacy group, but remained grounded in the imperative of getting legislation passed.

Opponents never tired of trying to portray her as an out-of-touch radical. In 2010, the Republican National Committee chair, Michael Steele, announced a multicity "Fire Pelosi" tour -- a theme that helped oust her from the speakership. Democrats lost control of the House again in 2022, at the end of her second four-year stint with the speaker's gavel, after enacting another spate of legislative wins, this time with a razor-thin majority.

Ms. Pelosi's historic significance goes beyond her legislative legacy. She was an indefatigable defender of the constitutional role of the Congress, and especially the role of the House. "You don't respect the House!" she once admonished President Barack Obama, whom she thought was being too deferential to his former Senate colleagues. And when President Trump suggested during his first term that she lacked gravitas in her caucus, Ms. Pelosi legendarily said, "Please don't characterize the strength that I bring to this meeting as the leader of the House Democrats," who had just recaptured the majority.

Some critics have faulted Ms. Pelosi for remaining in her leadership position for too long. But she endured because she was chosen again and again by her members in leadership contests against a variety of challengers. When she did step down from leadership, a new triumvirate of House Democratic leaders she had nurtured were voted into their positions without a significant challenge.

Over the years, Ms. Pelosi endorsed and supported minority and women House candidates to help ensure that the Democratic caucus would more closely resemble the American body politic, elevating several of those members into key leadership and committee posts.

In the wake of Democrats' 2010 midterm losses she briefly weighed not seeking the minority leader slot and was again uncertain two years later, when Democrats failed to regain the majority. Yet she always found reasons that justified remaining: protecting the Affordable Care Act, promoting Mr. Obama's re-election effort, standing up to Mr. Trump and ultimately helping President Joe Biden enact economic recovery legislation. With those goals achieved, she voluntarily stepped down, maintaining her presence in the Democratic caucus while making way for new leaders.

Many observers who've marveled that a San Francisco liberal could wield power so effectively have been reminded that Ms. Pelosi honed her political chops as the daughter of Thomas D'Alesandro Jr., a congressman from Baltimore and one of the city's storied mayors. Her blend of power and diplomacy allowed her to run her caucus and the House with an iron fist inside a velvet glove.

She'll rightly be lionized as the first woman speaker, but in one sense, that was the most incidental of her myriad accomplishments.

John A. Lawrence is a visiting professor at the University of California Washington Center and the author of "Arc of Power: Inside Nancy Pelosi's Speakership, 2005-2010."

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.
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Jessica Grose


For Gen Z-ers, Work Is Now More Depressing Than Unemployment

 Eleanor Davis



By Jessica Grose
Opinion Writer


Nov 05, 2025 at 02:00 PM

The older generation always discounts the workplace complaints of the younger generation. In my 20s, there seemed to be an endless supply of commentary about how we millennials were lazy and entitled, just like the members of Generation X before us were slackers. Members of Gen Z get the bad rap of being "unemployable," because apparently they do not prize achievement for its own sake, or they'd rather be influencers because the internet has broken their brains.

Gen Z-ers don't even deserve this perfunctory slander, because the entire process of getting and keeping an entry-level job has become a grueling and dehumanizing ordeal over the past decade.

Certainly the job market seems grim in this moment. Michael Madowitz, the principal economist at the Roosevelt Institute, described it as "an awful traffic jam." "If you're just out of college, you're trying to merge into a freeway and nobody is letting you in," he explained. Employers at companies like Airbnb and Intuit almost sound excited talking to The Wall Street Journal about staying lean and culling the number of employees they have, as long as it creates short-term profits.

But the whole experience of work for young people has been tortured for far longer than the economy has been stalled. Earlier this year, my colleague David Brooks spoke to a college senior who called young Americans "the most rejected generation," describing the hypercompetition that has bled into all aspects of life, even for the most privileged college-educated strivers.

Because most job applications are submitted online, the bar to applying is so much lower than it was in the analog world decades ago, and so for any open role, applicants are competing with hundreds of people. The sense of scarcity and lack starts earlier, because so many selective colleges boast about their record-low admissions rates.

But now artificial intelligence is performing the first few rounds of culling, including early screening, which is further dehumanizing and gamifying the application process. Richard Yoon, who is an economics major at Columbia, told me that when his peers have multiple interviews for jobs in finance, he asks if they heard back from any of them. They tell him: "You don't understand. Like 19 of those 20 interviews were with bots."

It's customary for job seekers to review their resumes for keywords they think A.I. likes, Yoon told me, so that they might have a chance of getting through the digitized gantlet and one day making human contact that could possibly lead to a job offer. Or at the very least a real-life networking connection. Yoon called the process "dystopian."

But once you actually have a job, the real dystopia begins. Young people feel as if jobs offer far less mentorship and more micromanaging. Stevie Stevens, who is 27 and lives in Columbus, Ohio, told me that she left a full-time job in July at an exhibition design and production firm because she felt hyperscrutinized and undersupported. "Managers expect you to do six jobs in a 40-hour workweek. My company had mediocre benefits and offered little to no professional growth or training," she told me.

Stevens also said that what she calls "surveillance state technologies" -- apps that synthesized her personal data to determine her level of effort -- are part of that feeling of micromanagement. Though she doesn't have benefits through work now and deals with more uncertainty as a freelancer, she is happier because she has autonomy and control over her time and her efforts.

For the past several years, employers have used "bossware" to track worker productivity. A Times investigation in 2022 found that across professional fields and pay grades, employers were tracking keyboard use, movements and phone calls, and docking employees for time that they perceived to be "idle."

That kind of tracking doesn't account for things like conversations with peers, thinking -- you know, with your brain -- or, if you work in a warehouse, taking a rest so your body doesn't fall apart. At least older workers knew a time before this tracking was ubiquitous, and at this point might be senior enough to have the leverage to push back against the most extreme types of surveillance.

It's no wonder, then, that a working paper published by the National Bureau of Economic Research in July found that young worker despair has been rising in the United States for about a decade. Its co-authors, David Blanchflower and Alex Bryson, analyzed data from the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, a yearly federal health survey of 400,000 Americans, focusing on how many bad mental health days -- ones described as containing "stress, depression and problems with emotions" -- a worker had in the past month. They then created a mental despair measurement using the number of bad mental health days, comparing mental despair across demographic, employment and educational characteristics.

Blanchflower and Bryson found that for workers under 25, mental health is now so poor that they are generally as unhappy as their unemployed counterparts, which is new in the past several years. The rise in despair is particularly pronounced among women and the less educated. Last year, job satisfaction for people under 25 was about 15 points lower than it was for people over 55. This was true in the same year that satisfaction rose for every other age group, according to a survey from the Conference Board. The unhappiness of young workers seemed so pronounced in the past year -- whether because of the rapid rise of A.I., the uncertainty of the market, or some other rancid combination of post-Covid malaise and general disaffection.

I called Bryson to find out more about why young workers are so unhappy. He has two hypotheses. One is that the perception of work satisfaction has changed: Young people expect to be happier than previous generations were, in part because they're using social media to compare themselves to some of their peers, only to then find themselves disappointed by the tedium of their own 9-to-5s. But the other hypothesis is in line with what I'm hearing from young people: The workplace is markedly worse.

Employers might not extend the workday, Bryson speculated, but the amount of work expected in each hour is "intensifying" because every move is captured and cataloged by employers. This makes employees feel as though they have no job control, which "is a fundamental tenet in terms of job quality, the idea that you feel that you have some degree of autonomy over what you're doing rather than just being directed as an automaton," Bryson said.

Gen Z-ers seem to be having a few disparate reactions to this state of play. Both Stevens and Yoon told me that they see entrepreneurship as potentially safer than corporate work at this point. Yoon told me he saw a family member spend decades at a Fortune 500 company only to get unceremoniously laid off, and it has made him consider a less traditional path. The other is unionization. Bryson wondered if the renewed support for unionization among young people in the United States is an antidote to this misery.

Whatever is going to happen for Gen Z-ers as we all live through the A.I. revolution, I hope that their elders approach them with more compassion than disdain. At least I got rejected to my face when I was in my 20s, which now seems like a luxury I didn't appreciate.





End Notes



	This New York Times Magazine story about MaryBeth Lewis, who gave birth to her first child in her 20s and her 13th child at 62, and ended up in a custody battle for her 14th and 15th children, is burning up all my mom chats right now. The writer, David Gauvey Herbert, found a doozy of a tale that wrestles with questions about bodily autonomy, surrogacy and the outer limits of fertility law and family court. I won't spoil any of it for you, but the story involves a judge named Chauncey J. Watches -- a name so perfect, a novelist couldn't come up with a better one.
Feel free to drop me a line about anything here.
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Guest Essay


Why It Will Be Hard for Five Justices to Bless Trump's Tariffs

 Damon Winter/The New York Times



By Jack Goldsmith and John Guida
Mr. Goldsmith, an assistant attorney general in the George W. Bush administration, is an author, with Bob Bauer, of a newsletter about presidential and executive power. Mr. Guida is an editor for Times Opinion.


Nov 06, 2025 at 12:17 AM

On Wednesday the Supreme Court heard oral arguments about the legality of President Trump's tariffs. Earlier this week, the president posted that "if a President was not able to quickly and nimbly use the power of Tariffs, we would be defenseless, leading perhaps even to the ruination of our Nation."

The outcome has vast implications -- for the global economy, American businesses, the government's budget and consumers, not to mention implications for the separation of powers of the federal government.

Some legal scholars have argued that the administration exceeded its authority in enacting the tariffs without authorization from Congress. Jack Goldsmith, a Harvard Law School professor and former top Justice Department lawyer under George W. Bush, maintained in September that the case is a close call. In an online interview, John Guida, an editor in Times Opinion, dug into the case with Mr. Goldsmith -- and what oral arguments revealed about the justices' thinking on it. This interview has been edited for clarity.

John Guida: When the Supreme Court agreed to take the tariff case, you suggested that it was close -- but that President Trump had the better argument and should win on what you called pure legal grounds. Before we dig into Wednesday's oral arguments, can you explain why?

Jack Goldsmith: The International Emergency Economic Powers Act,  IEEPA for short, gives the president very broad economic powers, including the authority to "regulate" the "importation" of foreign property, in order to deal with an "unusual and extraordinary threat" from outside the United States.

The central issue is whether the president's authority to "regulate" "importation" of goods includes the power to impose tariffs on the goods. It is natural to read tariffs as a form of regulating imports. And in fact, a lower federal appeals court interpreted those very words in 1975 to uphold a 10 percent import duty that President Richard Nixon imposed under the predecessor law to IEEPA. When Congress passed IEEPA in 1977, it kept the same "regulate" "importation" language in the statute. A congressional report on IEEPA indicated that lawmakers were aware of the earlier court interpretation of "regulate" "importation" in passing IEEPA.

President Trump determined that the tariffs were needed in order to deal with the "unusual and extraordinary threat" of illicit drug inflows and global trade imbalances. This understanding of "threat" is well within presidential practice, and a president typically receives significant deference from courts on such determinations.

Let's turn to Wednesday's oral arguments. The word "skeptical" (or variations of it) comes up in a lot of reporting to characterize the justices' questioning of the government. Did anything surprise you or change the way you are thinking about the case?

I think that it is fair to say that the justices the government needs to win the case -- Chief Justice John Roberts and Justices Neil Gorsuch and Amy Coney Barrett -- asked the government very hard questions that did express skepticism about important elements of its case. But they also asked the other side very hard questions. I do not think any of these three tipped off their hands definitively. I did not find anything terribly surprising in the questions.

You didn't mention Justice Brett Kavanaugh.

His line of questions -- especially his basic agreement with the government's reading of a case called Algonquin -- suggested to me that he is leaning toward ruling for the government.

What else stuck out to you in terms of lines of questioning?

One important line came from Justice Gorsuch, who through argument and government concessions seemed to establish two important points. First, the government's IEEPA argument is massively broad and would allow a different president to impose a 50 percent tariff on gas-powered cars and auto parts to address a climate change emergency originating abroad. This and other questions established that the government's arguments entailed sweeping power under IEEPA over the national economy.

Second, there are effectively no checks on this power. Congress as a practical matter cannot rein it in, since to do so it would have to override an inevitable presidential veto with two-thirds majorities in both chambers of Congress, which it will not foreseeably be able to do. The bottom line implication for me was that the court, if it buys the government's arguments, must accept that presidents will have this enormously broad, multifaceted economic power basically forever.

To try to tease that out a bit, maybe we can take a hypothetical. Let's say the government prevails in this case. Someone runs for office and wins on the platform that he or she will slash taxes for Americans but also promises bold new spending programs, all paid for by revenue from IEEPA tariff revenue. In this scenario, no congressional approval is required for that revenue. Is that plausible? And if it is, what would it mean for the integrity of the separation of powers?

It is plausible. The government tried to resist this conclusion by distinguishing between a revenue-based tariff, which it was not arguing for under IEEPA, and a tariff that had a regulatory aim (like fighting drug importation) but incidentally raised revenue, which is what it said Trump's tariffs did. To me this distinction has two problems. An IEEPA tariff that aimed to raise revenue could easily be recharacterized as one designed for regulation, which means the distinction is meaningless. Second, President Trump and members of his administration have bragged about how much deficit-slashing revenue the IEEPA tariffs are bringing in, so I am not sure how much this argument works for the government in this case.

As for the separation of powers implications, it would entail that the government could, under the guise of the broad delegation of power in IEEPA, raise enormous amounts of revenue through effective taxes under the guise of regulating a foreign emergency. This implication, combined with what Justice Gorsuch called the "serious retrieval problem" (i.e., Congress not being able to rein in this power), is the most serious big-picture argument against the president.

Two judicial doctrines came up repeatedly at oral arguments. One -- the "nondelegation doctrine" -- has a longer pedigree than the other, the "major questions doctrine." First, how did the nondelegation doctrine shape the discussion and debate on Wednesday?

The nondelegation doctrine is the idea that there are limits on Congress's power to delegate its legislative power to the president. The government argued that this doctrine did not apply with much force in this case because the tariffs implicated the president's inherent foreign affairs power. This argument got crushed. Justice Gorsuch, preceded by similar questions from Justice Elena Kagan, got the government to concede that the president does not "have inherent authority over tariffs in peacetime." The government argued as a fallback that the delegation was guided by the normal "intelligible principle" test, but it garnered little attention.

The major questions doctrine says that Congress must use clear language to authorize executive actions with vast economic and political significance. How did that shape the questioning?

No one can deny that these tariffs have vast economic significance, so the major questions doctrine came up throughout the argument. The government offered three basic reasons it shouldn't apply.

First, the legislation concerned inherent presidential power -- an argument that Justice Kagan challenged early in strong terms and that Justice Gorsuch also disputed in the delegation context. Second, the court often applies the major questions doctrine to government action that is "unheralded." Here the government had a decent argument that the tariffs were not unheralded because, as explained, the "regulate" "importation" argument for tariffs was previously made and accepted in an earlier related context. Third, in this emergency context the doctrine does not apply because we would expect Congress to confer broad powers on the president, an argument that has some case law support. I could not glean from oral argument how the court will come down on the major questions doctrine, but some justices suggested that it would be crucial in resolving the case.

We have covered some of the arguments against the government. What were some of the best arguments, or lines of questioning, that would favor the government's position?

There is a powerful argument for reading "regulates" "importation" to include tariffs in light of standard principles of interpretation and a previous interpretation of that language to include tariffs. While Justice Barrett was skeptical of the government's claims in other places, she made very strong arguments that the best reading of IEEPA included a presidential power to impose regulatory tariffs. Other justices focused on ways IEEPA's text could support the government's arguments.

My sense from the case -- I must emphasize that it was just an overall sense -- was that it would be decided based on how the court applies the major questions doctrine, which is basically what I have thought since May.

You have written a lot about presidential power -- and repeatedly expressed concern about its expansion over decades by modern presidents of both parties. Justice Gorsuch warned on Wednesday about "a one-way ratchet toward the gradual but continual accretion of power in the executive branch and away from the people's elected representatives" in Congress. Do you think the two doctrines, separately or together, will (or at least should) act here as a guide toward some form of restraint or limitation in the way the justices decide the case?

The major questions doctrine is much more promising as a potential constraint. The promise of the doctrine is that it can prevent presidents from overreading statutory authorizations to do things far beyond what Congress plausibly contemplated. The skepticism about the doctrine has been that the court has applied it so far to rein in progressive Democratic policies. So Republicans have for the most part supported the doctrine and Democrats opposed it. In this case, the tables are turned in a very high-stakes context. The case presents the court with an opportunity to show that the doctrine has real bite as a constraining force on all presidential excess.

Justice Barrett asked about the reimbursement process if the tariffs are invalidated: "It seems to me like it could be a mess." Neal Katyal, a lawyer who spoke on behalf of one group of challengers, described a variety of procedures in trade law for achieving that, which Justice Barrett characterized as "a mess." Do you think that will have a big, or any, bearing on the court's decision? Is that something for lower courts to sort out?

I do not have a confident answer. I thought the remedies question would come up more than it did. The worry is that a ruling against the administration could have a massive economic impact if all tariff revenues must be returned. Katyal offered several ways to alleviate the concern, including a stay on the remedy to give Congress time to sort it out, or perhaps (much more controversial) a decision to make the court's ruling prospective only.

Bottom line, any guess as to how you see the court ruling on the president's tariffs? Or at least how to think about the odds one way or another?

In the piece you alluded to above I said I thought the government had the better of the technical legal argument, but that I could not predict the outcome with any confidence because "consequences of this case are too big in too many directions -- a win or a loss for Trump has massive economic and political consequences, not to mention important legal implications for future presidencies."

I am in the same basic place after oral argument, alas. But if I had to predict nonetheless, I think a majority of the court will be very worried, as mentioned above, about giving a president basically unconstrained tariff authority to raise revenue that Congress as a practical matter cannot reverse. It will be hard, I think, for five justices to bless that conclusion. And I think the secretary of the Treasury has made it easier for the court to avoid doing so by claiming in recent weeks that the administration can continue imposing tariffs based on other narrower and somewhat "more cumbersome" authorities that can nonetheless be "effective." That concession effectively lowered the stakes of the court's ruling against the president.

Jack Goldsmith, a law professor at Harvard, a nonresident senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute and a former assistant attorney general, is an author, with Bob Bauer, of "After Trump: Reconstructing the Presidency" and the newsletter Executive Functions. John Guida is an editor for Times Opinion.
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Challenges and Cheers for Bill Gates on Climate Change

Nov 06, 2025 at 08:36 PM


 Illustration by Alvaro Dominguez/The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Gates Says That Climate Change 'Will Not Lead to Humanity's Demise'" (news article, Oct. 29) and "Gates Has a Point on Climate Change," by Stephen Lezak (Opinion guest essay, Nov. 4):

It might very well be true, as Bill Gates recently wrote in a public memo, that even as our climate evolves into a more brutal assault on every aspect of our environment, it won't "lead to humanity's demise." At least not in an instant.

It should be clear to Mr. Gates that the demise of one aspect of the environment can have a negative impact on another. The demise of one area, like the Amazon rainforest, can have a negative impact on others areas. The net result over time is that we humans lose more and more control over our sphere of existence.

Consider forest fires: The aftereffects -- smoke, hazardous pollutants, cloud cover, changes in water quality and temperature -- travel vast distances to affect neighboring countries, other continents and oceans. The same goes for coal gases from smokestack emissions. Mining and burning coal in West Virginia or Wyoming or China do not affect those places exclusively. Climate matters universally. And dying piecemeal is still death.

I consider Mr. Gates's declaration a significant retreat from the established beliefs that every part of our universe is interdependent. It is distressing to anticipate that his pronouncements will add fuel to the army of climate deniers who will insist that all is fine, because, after all, our golf courses are still very green and bottled water is plentiful and we didn't have to skip a meal.

Gil Narro Garcia
Pipe Creek, Texas
The writer is a retired senior federal education research scientist.

To the Editor:

Bill Gates offers a rare global perspective shaped by his work in health, education and poverty alleviation -- along with his leadership in climate innovation and investment. His recent memo, "Three Tough Truths About Climate," deserves attention.

Mr. Gates argues in his memo that the "doomsday" view of climate change as the end of humanity is a strategic mistake; that the strict focus on reducing emissions should be broadened to help reduce the human suffering caused by climate change; that rapidly rising global temperatures should be met with zero-carbon solutions; and that the "Green Premium" (the cost gap between clean and dirty technologies) should be reduced or eliminated with new technologies to speed this change.

Mr. Gates is right that climate action must enhance human welfare, not just reduce emissions. Innovation and equitable policies are essential, as poverty and disease still claim far more lives than rising temperatures. Growth, health and adaptation must advance together.

Bravo to a world climate leader.

Susan Atkinson
Durango, Colo.

To the Editor:

I disagree with Stephen Lezak on the risks of climate change. Certainly, global warming will affect poor communities in coastal Alaska or in countries such as Bangladesh. But climate change-worsened flooding and fires have already devastated middle-class and wealthy communities in North America: Fort McMurray, Alberta; Superior, Colo.; Asheville, N.C.; and Altadena and Pacific Palisades, Calif.

In the past, communities such as these have relied on home insurance to recover after the disasters. But with compounding disasters in our warming world, insurance companies are not renewing policies or are pulling out of states such as California and Florida. If homeowners can get insurance, it's often subpar, failing to cover losses.

Dr. Lezak writes that "the affluent typically can afford to flee a disaster and rebuild a damaged home." That will become less typical as more well-off areas are inundated and incinerated and insurance is insufficient or unavailable.

Robert Wilson
Syracuse, N.Y.
The writer is a professor in the department of geography and the environment at the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University.

To the Editor:

In his essay, Stephen Lezak notes, like Bill Gates, that climate change "will not be the end of civilization" and that our alarm and despair may keep us from improving lives in the here and now. While there is a kernel of truth in this message, it also grossly misrepresents the science.

Without removing legacy carbon dioxide pollution from our atmosphere and curtailing current carbon dioxide levels, our planet will be permanently changed in the coming years. Are Dr. Lezak and Mr. Gates arguing that this change needs to be civilization-ending before we worry?

Climate scientists have long predicted the outcomes: Excessive heat will gradually render huge portions of our planet unlivable (leading to nation-scale migration) and rising oceans will drown island nations and swamp many of the world's most populated areas (including much of the United States' Eastern Seaboard).

Our oceans, already acidifying, will become inhospitable to life. Our forests will burn off and permafrost melt, adding even more greenhouse gasses to our atmosphere, which will cause global temperatures to rise even higher.

Is "don't look up" going to be our new climate policy normal? Or can we muster the honesty and courage to work together to save our planet?

Glenn Hampson
Seattle
The writer is the executive director of the Science Communication Institute.

Interfaith Connections

 Illustration by The New York Times; photograph by Jack Taylor/Reuters


To the Editor:

Re "Pete Buttigieg on Rebuilding America After Trump" (The Opinions, nytimes.com, Oct. 14):

David Leonhardt's interview with Pete Buttigieg shows what we know to be true: Americans are more divided than ever. Faith-related issues are increasingly driving these divides. But that doesn't mean we should throw religion out the window -- in fact, the exact opposite.

Our institutions and social media platforms are feeding these divisions. Online, we're siloed into echo chambers that harm our already fragile democracy and deepen the isolation so many Americans feel. The types of argumentative theatrics that get more clicks and keep people scrolling are antithetical to the connection people actually crave.

America's religious traditions teach us that connection doesn't require full agreement on every single issue. It calls us to listen openly, honestly and respectfully when we disagree or don't understand. We need more spaces for those kinds of conversations to learn how to live side by side, even with those who vote or worship differently than we do.

Adam Phillips
Chicago
The writer is the chief executive officer of Interfaith America.

The Myth of Originalism

 Hank Willis Thomas and Emily Shur, in collaboration with Eric Gottesman and Wyatt Gallery, via For Freedoms


To the Editor:

Re "The Right-Wing Myth of American Heritage," by Leighton Woodhouse (Opinion guest essay, Oct. 26):

Mr. Woodhouse's essay exposes the absurdity of another pernicious right-wing myth, that of the original meaning of the Constitution. The diverse, contentious population that Mr. Woodhouse describes gave rise to a diverse and contentious constitutional convention and equally contentious debates over ratification in each state.

Just as there has never been a single American heritage, there has never been a single original meaning of the Constitution. The Supreme Court's power to overturn acts of Congress was itself not part of the original understanding of the Constitution; it was asserted by the court 15 years after ratification.

Yet today's conservative court overturns statutes with abandon -- based, paradoxically, on the myth of originalism.

Ron Meyers
New York
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A Skeptical Supreme Court Puts Trump's Economic Agenda in Question

President Trump has used his sweeping global tariffs as an economic tool and a political cudgel. A decision invalidating them could hamper his power.

The fate of the president's sweeping taxes on imports from nearly every country now rests in the hands of the Supreme Court. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Tony Romm, Ana Swanson and Alan Rappeport
Reporting from Washington


Nov 06, 2025 at 10:04 AM

President Trump has fashioned tariffs as the utility knife of his second-term agenda. They have helped him to raise revenue, shape trade negotiations and bend other nations to his political will.

But, as Mr. Trump learned on Wednesday, the primary tool in his punishing and ever-expanding trade war may soon reach its limit.

The fate of the president's sweeping taxes on imports from nearly every country now rests in the hands of the Supreme Court's nine justices, most of whom sounded skeptical about Mr. Trump's novel and vast assertion of trade powers.

It is impossible to predict how a divided bench may ultimately rule in the landmark case, one that could redefine the scope of presidential trade authority and limit Mr. Trump's ability to issue tariffs on a whim. But the court's interrogation -- across nearly three hours of oral arguments -- underscored the grand political stakes for the president and his economic vision.

Since winning the election one year ago, Mr. Trump has targeted friends and competitors including Canada, Mexico, the European Union and China with an escalating set of duties. Those taxes on imports have primarily fallen on American consumers and businesses.

Mr. Trump has imposed these tariffs without the approval of Congress, invoking a decades-old emergency law to impose a 10 percent tax on nearly every trading partner, plus higher levies on dozens of countries.

Both the tariffs, and the tactics for putting them into place, are equally important for Mr. Trump, who relishes the ability to adjust duties with the stroke of a pen. He has wielded that emergency authority in a bid to reduce the national debt, support domestic manufacturing and pressure other countries into favorable deals, while trying to achieve a host of other objectives, many unrelated to trade.

Speaking at an event in Florida, shortly after the justices concluded proceedings, Mr. Trump on Wednesday boasted anew about the fiscal benefits of his tariffs, bragging that they are bringing in "hundreds of billions" in revenue. So far, the United States has collected more than $200 billion from tariffs this year, more than double the amount in 2024, federal records show.

The president has said he would use that money for a range of priorities, including as an offset to the roughly $4 trillion package of tax cuts he signed into law earlier this year. But a loss at the Supreme Court could force the administration to refund some or all of the money, a prospect that Mr. Trump and his top advisers have described as an economic calamity.

And yet, Mr. Trump and his deputies looked to brush off the possibility of defeat on Wednesday, even with the fate of their second-term agenda hanging in the balance.

"It went very well," Scott Bessent, the Treasury secretary, told reporters later at the White House. Asked if the government had a backup plan, he said he would not discuss it.

"It gives him the ultimate negotiating authority," Mr. Bessent said of the president's tariff powers.

Mr. Trump's strategy hinges on the International Emergency Economic Powers Act, a law that Congress adopted in 1977 largely to constrain presidential power over trade. No president before Mr. Trump had used the law to issue tariffs, a word that does not appear in the statute.

With the law, Mr. Trump has been able to impose high rates on every U.S. trading partner without a lengthy investigation or a protracted battle in Congress. He has dubbed these tariffs "reciprocal," and said that they were a response to a national emergency, the persistent trade deficits between the United States and other countries.

Yet Mr. Trump has also applied these tariffs on countries with which the United States runs a trade surplus, including Australia. He has issued other tariffs for punitive reasons, or to accomplish goals beyond the remit of trade.

Mr. Trump announced a 50 percent tax on imports from Brazil this year, in part because of that country's treatment of a political ally, Jair Bolsonaro, who faced charges for inciting a coup. Mr. Trump has also presented his steep rates on Mexico and Canada partly as a response to illicit drugs flowing across the border.

Two groups of states and small businesses challenged the legality and expansive scope of Mr. Trump's tariffs beginning this spring, in a pair of lawsuits that together reached the Supreme Court on Wednesday. Even the court's conservative justices questioned if Congress had intended to cede to the president such broad tariff powers, which the Constitution gives to lawmakers.

"I think the justices all understand that how they resolve this case will have not just massive implications on the economic policy side, but actually will be a harbinger of the court's relationship with the administration more broadly," said Stephen I. Vladeck, a professor at the Georgetown University Law Center.

In a speech on Wednesday about his economic agenda, Mr. Trump spoke openly about the ways that unbridled tariff power had aided his agenda. He said it had allowed him to strike trade deals, including with countries like Japan, and to negotiate resolutions in some foreign conflicts.

"Without tariffs that would have never happened," he said.

Even if the Supreme Court invalidates Mr. Trump's ability to use the emergency authority to levy tariffs, he would still be able to impose taxes on imports. The president has already used a national security law to put tariffs on specific items and industries, from lumber and steel to end products like heavy-duty trucks and bathroom vanities.

But those powers can be limited, and may require lengthy investigations before any tariffs can be finalized. None of those rules are as flexible as the emergency powers law.

Nick Iacovella, the executive vice president of the Coalition for a Prosperous America, a group that supports Mr. Trump's tariffs, described the emergency powers law as "absolutely essential to the Trump administration's agenda."

But, he added, "even if they were to lose the SCOTUS case, they still could have almost the same policy base line as we have now."

The Trump administration has remained bullish about its prospects. Mr. Bessent, who appeared on Fox Business Network hours after the hearing, said he was "very optimistic" that the court would rule in the president's favor. He added that the plaintiffs had "embarrassed" themselves by failing to understand economics and trade policy.

If Mr. Trump were to prevail at the Supreme Court, however, it could "embolden the administration," said Ted Murphy, a co-leader of the trade practice at the law firm Sidley Austin. It would solidify the president's ability to use a law with "very few, if any, guardrails" to issue tariffs in response to anything that Mr. Trump deems to be a national emergency.

That prospect has unsettled Democrats, who have led a push on Capitol Hill to try to undo some of the president's duties. In the Senate, they attracted a handful of Republican votes last week to block the taxes on Brazil, though the measure faces daunting odds in the House.

"We've started to see the reticence of Congress to engage in these across-the-board tariffs," said Senator Amy Klobuchar, Democrat of Minnesota, who attended the oral arguments.

Ryan Majerus, a former Biden administration official who is now a partner at King & Spalding, said a victory for the president could allow Mr. Trump to tax a wider array of imports and other forms of commerce, including perhaps the flow of investment into the United States.

"There's lots of ripple effects that could happen depending on what the court rules, in both ways," he said.
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Britain Faces Up to Tough Economic Choices. Finally, Economists Say.

The central bank held interest rates steady on Thursday, a decision that came at a time when British policymakers and lawmakers are confronting economic challenges.

The Bank of England kept rates at 4 percent amid persistent inflation concerns. Sam Bush for The New York Times



By Eshe Nelson
Reporting from London


Nov 06, 2025 at 08:19 PM

For Britain's policymakers, a moment of reckoning seems to have arrived.

This month, lawmakers, central bankers and the country's fiscal watchdog are all confronting the challenges of an economy that is growing but is also weighed down by high inflation, high debt levels and low productivity.

This quandary will feel familiar to policymakers in other countries, including France, where debt levels are high and the government and public are not aligned on how to tackle it.

But for Britain, a history of sluggish productivity growth, unsatisfactory living standards and weak investment have come to a head. Economists are pushing policymakers to make choices, which could be deeply unpopular, that they hope will make the country's finances more sustainable and create the foundations for faster economic growth.

"The costs of not acting now are quite high," said Benjamin Caswell, an economist at the National Institute of Economic and Social Research.

Britain's chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves, has said it is time to make tough choices. Pool photo by Justin Tallis


The Labour Party

Just three weeks before she will announce her second annual budget, Rachel Reeves, the chancellor of the Exchequer, gave an unexpected speech on Tuesday in which she warned that she would be taking decisions in the "national interest," not for political expediency.

"When I was appointed chancellor, people put their faith in me to take our country forward, not to be swayed by political convenience, not to always do what is popular, but to do what is right," she said.

In the budget, Ms. Reeves is expected to either increase taxes or cut spending in order to find tens of billions of pounds if she is to stick to her self-imposed rules on lowering debt. But the chancellor recently presented her spending plans, so raising taxes seem to be only one way out of this bind.

Ms. Reeves did not say in her speech that taxes were going to increase, but analysts have said she appears to be preparing the waters for an unpopular decision. The Labour Party promised before it was elected into government last year that it would not raise taxes on working people. Breaking that pledge is likely to infuriate many voters and provide ammunition to her political opponents.

Economists at the National Institute of Economic and Social Research and the Resolution Foundation, another think tank, are among those recommending Ms. Reeves raise income tax.

The chancellor has sought to transform Britain's stagnant economy without having much money to do so. She has spent more on the National Health Service and increased public sector wages, a splurge that has helped Britain's economy grow. It is set to be the second-fastest growing economy in the Group of 7 this year, after the United States.

But the measures -- paid for by raising taxes on certain groups, including businesses, farmers and wealthy foreign residents -- have not been enough to supercharge growth or cover other spending needs, such as on welfare and higher borrowing costs. Ms. Reeves is expected to return to the public at the end of the month to ask them for more.

Britain's Office for Budget Responsibility, an independent watchdog, is expected to lower its productivity forecast. Justin Tallis/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The Bank of England

On Thursday, the Bank of England made its own tough choice. Policymakers held interest rates steady at 4 percent, breaking their recent pattern of quarterly rate cuts, amid concerns over stubbornly high inflation.

Prices rose 3.8 percent in September from a year earlier, nearly double the central bank's target. For much of this year, the nine-person rate setting committee has been deeply divided on how best to manage an economy where price pressures are uncomfortably high, but the labor market has been showing signs of weakness, with the unemployment rate creeping upward.

But caution won this week, with five members voting to hold rates. Andrew Bailey, the governor of the bank, said, "We need to wait and see that the downward path of inflation becomes more established before we can cut bank rate again."

A spending surge by the British government has bolstered Britain's economy, which is projected to be the G7's second-fastest growing economy this year after the United States. Emli Bendixen for The New York Times


The Office for Budget Responsibility

Part of the reason Ms. Reeves has to find so much more money is the expectation that the Office for Budget Responsibility, which provides independent analyses of the economy, is going to lower its forecasts for Britain's productivity growth from 1 percent a year. That would suggest the overall economy would grow more slowly as well, and Britain's debt burden would be harder to bring down.

But to some economists, this was inevitable. The watchdog's forecasts for potential growth in the medium term have stood out for their optimism. By bringing them more in line with other forecasts, the economists at the Office for Budget Responsibility, who influence fiscal policy, would be accepting that the future might look less rosy.

But it is not a given how far Britain's policymakers will go to push past the economic challenges the country faces. Ms. Reeves could avoid raising income or other large taxes and try again for a more targeted approach focused, for example, on inheritance taxes or capital gains taxes.

But that could backfire and risk the government's credibility in the eyes of financial markets.

"U.K. public finances are not on a sustainable footing, and there needs to be some credible fiscal consolidation," Mr. Caswell said. "Five years on from the pandemic, now is the time to start thinking about bringing that debt ratio down."
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What Can Hollywood Learn From New Media?

A new production company wants to make as many video podcasts and newsletters as films and television shows.

Ilene Chaiken, left, and Pam Drucker Mann before the Run-A-Muck launch event for Drafting, their new Substack newsletter.



By Jessica Testa



Oct 29, 2025 at 05:47 PM

Almost 20 years ago, the television creator Ilene Chaiken took an unusual pitch to her bosses at Showtime.

Just like a fictional character on her series, "The L Word," she wanted to create a social network: "a lesbian Myspace." The real Myspace had recently been acquired by Rupert Murdoch's News Corporation for more than half a billion dollars.

"Today, I would know how to do all of that myself," said Ms. Chaiken, who has by now learned not to rely on television networks' capacity for innovation.

In December, she co-founded a media company, Run-A-Muck, that aims to build digital worlds around movies and television shows -- much like her old Myspace concept.

Ideally, every project in development will have a tandem nontraditional media sibling (or two or three): a podcast, newsletter, live show or social video series. Some big networks already release their own companion podcasts alongside television shows, like HBO's "The White Lotus Official Podcast." But Run-A-Muck wants to extend those efforts beyond watch-along podcasts, forming a suite of products that can potentially be wildly monetized.

This pitch is more reminiscent of influencer brands than Hollywood executives.

"Creators are the new Hollywood," as YouTube's chief executive, Neal Mohan, has said, echoing many other media prognosticators. Top personalities, they say, can reach more people through their TikTok accounts than studios can through the traditional box office or late-night television.

Yet Hollywood can be slow to change, and the industry's focus has largely remained the same: making and promoting movies and television.

Still, as pressures mount in traditional entertainment, there are signs of change. Streamers are ramping up creator deals and adding new kinds of content to their slates. This month, Paramount bought the Substack newsletter The Free Press, and Netflix announced that video podcasts were coming to its platform.

It is the kind of ethos long embraced by YouTubers such as MrBeast, who owns a snack company, hosts a game show on Amazon Prime and appears to be opening a bank; Alex Cooper, the "Call Her Daddy" podcaster, has two satellite radio channels, a Hulu documentary and a new advertising agency (her first client is Google).

Chloe Fineman, center, an actress and comedian, and Shamikah Martinez, a poet and actress, performing during an event for the launch of the Drafting newsletter. Gabriella Angotti-Jones for The New York Times


Pam Drucker Mann, who co-founded Run-A-Muck with Ms. Chaiken and the "L Word" actress Jennifer Beals, said the idea came to her while she was the global chief revenue officer at Conde Nast.

She was complaining to a Hollywood superagent about his business, which she called "linear." "What's wrong with you guys?" she recalled saying. "There's so much consumption happening everywhere else."

Until this month, Run-A-Muck looked from the outside much like a standard production company. It had more than 20 projects in development, including a television series that Kristen Stewart is producing and an adaptation of "Stag Dance," a buzzy book by Torrey Peters that Ms. Drucker Mann described as "'The Revenant' meets 'Fargo.'"

But its broader goal is to stretch its intellectual property as far as it can reasonably go.

For example, a project called "Consent" is being shopped to studios as a legal procedural with the production company New Regency, but it is also being developed as a stand-alone reality show and a true-crime podcast around the same concept: sex and crime.

"We may not call all of them 'Consent,' but it fits into the 'Consent' world," Ms. Drucker Mann said.

An unscripted series about the Women's National Basketball Association is being developed in conjunction with a weekly sports video podcast hosted by Coach Jackie J, a TikTok commentator.

Guests enjoying martinis and shrimp cocktails during the event. Gabriella Angotti-Jones for The New York Times


While these projects are still theoretical, Run-A-Muck produced its first public-facing product last week: a Substack called Drafting. The newsletter is edited by the former editor of Paper magazine, Justin Moran, and is meant to document the drafts and creative processes of the company's collaborators and friends. It's already profitable -- not from subscriptions (there are only about 1,000) but from advertising deals with eBay and Moncler.

In its first edition, the fashion designer Daniella Kallmeyer shared sketches and screenshots from her phone. She also hosted a sleek launch party for Drafting inside a dimly lit, mezcal-drenched jazz lounge in Los Angeles.

Elaborate events are on the rise in new media. Ms. Cooper of "Call Her Daddy" recently hosted a Las Vegas bacchanalia under the banner of Unwell, her media company. The $300 weekend included a pool party with Paris Hilton, male stripper interludes and various "Real Housewives" on M.C. or D.J. duty. (Unwell also sells hydration drinks for, among other things, hangovers.)

Amazon, which acquired the podcast network Wondery in 2020, hosted a fan tailgate party last month for "New Heights," its video podcast, ahead of a National Football League game between the Kansas City Chiefs and Philadelphia Eagles. (The show's hosts, the Kelce brothers, are current or former players for those teams.)

"The definition of what a podcast is has changed pretty radically in the last three, five years," said Eliza Mills, head of content and strategy at Run-A-Muck -- and formerly of Wondery.

Many believe that the future of media is in building worlds, community and all-elusive "vibes" through elaborate events. Gabriella Angotti-Jones for The New York Times


This fall, over coffee at Soho House in New York, Ms. Drucker Mann called Conde Nast "a big company with a lot of legacy weight" that was "not moving fast enough" for her. She left in 2024, after nearly two decades. (She was the publisher of Bon Appetit when the magazine created its "Test Kitchen" video universe; years later, that franchise's stunning rise ended with toxic-workplace allegations.)

She pointed repeatedly to "Barbie," "Game of Thrones," "Stranger Things" and Beyonce's "Homecoming" as examples of "cultural moments" that had been thoroughly monetized across platforms, even beyond digital media: books, toys, clothing, vinyl albums.

The Met Gala, she said, drew millions in advertising revenue and viewership when Vogue, a Conde Nast publication, began livestreaming its red carpet on YouTube. At the same time, E! Entertainment was also broadcasting the carpet on its cable television channel.

While at Conde, she didn't see this as competition or conflict. "We were helping each other," Ms. Drucker Mann said. "But imagine if it had been one company's moment."
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How China's Rare Earth Chokehold Could Strangle Europe's Military Buildup

Drones, missiles and other crucial components of Europe's rush to rearm itself rely on an increasingly unsteady supply of minerals from China.

A rare earth mining operation in southwest China's Yunnan province. About 98 percent of the European Union's imports of some key rare earths come from China. Oriental Image, via Reuters Connect



By Jeanna Smialek
Reporting from Brussels


Nov 06, 2025 at 03:54 PM

European governments are racing to rearm their militaries as they face up to a more aggressive Russia and an increasingly isolationist America. But that push must overcome a formidable roadblock in the shape of China's restrictions on critical minerals.

China dominates the market for rare earth metals and permanent magnets, which are used in the production of missiles, jets, drones and a vast array of military hardware. Beijing has wielded this leverage in its trade wars with Washington and Brussels, tightening or loosening export controls on rare earths in negotiations over tariffs and other trade barriers.

The drama has spurred a flurry of action in Europe, with Ursula von der Leyen, the president of the European Commission, the E.U.'s executive arm, urging the bloc to "strive for its independence" on the critical minerals. But in the meantime, European trade officials have been frantically engaging with their Chinese counterparts to try to secure the bloc's supply.

On Wednesday, ambassadors from across the 27 E.U. nations were told that China appeared to be willing to negotiate so-called general licenses to streamline rare earth exports to Europe. But there was no guarantee that such a solution would come quickly -- or last for long. The bloc is focused on finding alternative supply options, said two diplomats briefed on the discussions, who asked for anonymity to discuss internal deliberations.

In the short term, the goal in the negotiations is to "provide more certainty to European industry," said Olof Gill, a spokesman for the European Commission. "Engagement continues."

Yet the twists and turns have made it clear to European leaders just how much their military buildup hinges on an increasingly unreliable relationship with China.

"Everything hangs on this," said Joris Teer, a researcher at the EU Institute for Security Studies, the European Union's think tank for security policy. Without a flow of critical minerals, he said, "there is no rearmament."

After President Trump announced sweeping tariffs in April, Beijing quickly responded by limiting the export of seven rare earth elements and magnets for the entire world. It threatened to widen that list last month, before Mr. Trump and Xi Jinping, China's top leader, agreed at a summit last week to delay that escalation by a year.

But the April restrictions remain in place for European buyers -- and for all of the E.U.'s talk of diversification, Beijing has Brussels in a bind.

About 98 percent of the European Union's imports of key rare earths come from China, making it even more dependent than the United States, which imports 80 percent of those rare earths from China. Although rare earths are found throughout the world, they are very difficult to extract and refine.

The European Union has been working to fix that dependency, and it passed an act meant to create a homegrown industry that took effect in 2024. Still, replacing China's mining and refining capacity is no quick and easy endeavor.

Analysts at the consulting firm SFA Oxford recently predicted in a research note that "full diversification" from China would take eight to 12 years, given how long it takes to develop mines, construct refineries, expand manufacturing and work into the NATO supply chain.

And when it comes to the defense industry, Europe doesn't have that kind of time.

European nations are scrambling to raise their spending on defense sharply as they try to develop key capabilities by 2030. To that end, the European Union has loosened budget rules and rolled out a 150 billion euro ($172 billion) loan program to help fuel military outlays.

Maros Sefcovic, the European Union's trade chief, has said that European buyers of rare earths have struggled to get supplies under China's export licensing regime. Virginia Mayo/Associated Press


A lack of access to critical minerals could disrupt that initiative, tilt the scales of geopolitics and shape Europe's future.

"Autonomy in defense begins with autonomy in materials," said Daniel Fiott, the head of a defense and statecraft program at Vrije Universiteit Brussel, a university in Brussels.

Since October last year, rare earth exporters in China have been required to provide the authorities with detailed explanations of how shipments would be used in Western supply chains. The rules gave Chinese authorities a view of the kinds and quantities of rare earths that companies around the world needed. The move in April to restrict access caused shortages and sent prices for rare earths like dysprosium -- used to make heat-resistant magnets -- skyrocketing.

Rare earth minerals are key in F-35 fighter jets, drones, submarines, Tomahawk missiles, radar systems and other military technologies that are made in either the United States or the European Union, and which Europe has been planning to stockpile as part of its rearmament plans.

Samples of rare-earth minerals from mining districts in China, on display at a geological institute in Beijing. Visual China Group, via Getty Images


"The end game of China, here, is to slow down the advancement of the United States, and Europe by connection," said Benedetta Girardi, an analyst at The Hague Centre for Strategic Studies, a think tank. "If it hits the security sector of one, it also hits the security sector of the other," she said.

Maros Sefcovic, the European Union's trade chief, has noted that since Beijing began requiring licenses to export rare earths, only about half of the 2,000 applied for by E.U. entities have been "properly addressed."

Even though China has rolled back its most recent threat of stricter controls, the fact that it has threatened broad restrictions could serve as a warning shot.

"I'm still concerned," said Gracelin Baskaran, director of the Critical Minerals Security Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a think tank. "Even a pause in restrictions leaves us precarious."

A rare earth processing facility in Estonia. Companies in Europe's rare earth industry are not sure if plans by policymakers to encourage a local supply chain will suffice. Marta Giaccone for The New York Times


She said that Europe, the United States and their allies are not yet at the point where they can quickly replace the dysprosium in drone motors, for instance. The world also has no real alternative to China's supply of samarium, a rare earth mineral crucial for magnets that can withstand high temperatures in advanced military gear.

Yet even as the risks of China's rare earth dominance become clear, Europe is struggling to turn anxiety into action.

The United States is moving fast to ramp up investment in rare earth production: The Department of Defense has bought a $400 million stake in a rare earth company called MP Materials, and this week announced hundreds of millions of dollars in loans and potential stakes in Vulcan Elements and ReElement Technologies, which are partnering to make magnets from recycled rare earth minerals.

In Europe, companies in the rare earth business are not sure if Europe's push to encourage a local supply chain -- which involves joint procurement, access to finance and speeding up permitting -- will suffice in a timely manner.

That is why diplomacy is likely to be the main, and perhaps only, hope in the short term.

"The Chinese are attempting to pull the rug from underneath the entire rearmament" push in Europe, said Mr. Teer of the EU Institute for Security Studies. "It's not something that, as a defense official or an industry, you want to say out loud."
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Mark Zuckerberg and Priscilla Chan Restructure Their Philanthropy

The Chan Zuckerberg Initiative said its restructured organization, Biohub, would lead its focus on artificial intelligence and scientific research.

Mark Zuckerberg, right, and his wife, Priscilla Chan, co-founders and co-chief executives of the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative, during an event at the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, Calif., on Wednesday. Jeff Chiu/Associated Press



By Eli Tan, Mike Isaac and Theodore Schleifer



Nov 06, 2025 at 02:15 PM

The Chan Zuckerberg Initiative, the philanthropy run by Meta's chief executive, Mark Zuckerberg, and his wife, Dr. Priscilla Chan, once pledged to fix American education, transform public policy and "cure all disease." But over the years, it narrowed its focus to science.

On Thursday, the organization announced its first major restructuring to become even more of a science-focused philanthropy.

The Chan Zuckerberg Initiative said it would now concentrate on artificial intelligence and scientific research, led by a network of research centers called Biohub. It also acquired the team of an A.I. start-up, Evolutionary Scale, and named Alex Rives, the company's chief scientist, its new head of science. It declined to disclose how much it had paid for the team.

In an interview on Wednesday at an event in Biohub's office in Redwood City, Calif., Mr. Zuckerberg said he and Dr. Chan wanted to "focus on something that wasn't going to be undone every few years." The Chan Zuckerberg Initiative's emphasis on science and A.I. has the potential for lasting, generational impact, he said.

The restructuring is significant for one of the world's most visible philanthropies. Founded in 2015, the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative had wide-ranging ambitions and committed over $7 billion in grants in the last decade. Mr. Zuckerberg and Dr. Chan pledged to give away almost all of their wealth through the organization, which would amount to $256 billion.

But Mr. Zuckerberg and Dr. Chan's relationship with politics has changed over time, and the organization has stepped away from social justice and political efforts.

After President Trump's inauguration in January, the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative ended diversity-based recruiting and laid off or reassigned employees who ran its diversity initiatives. In April, a school for low-income students that Dr. Chan had founded announced that it was closing after losing its funding. In May, the organization ended nearly all of its giving to local housing nonprofits.

Its focus on science and A.I. mirrors changes that Mr. Zuckerberg has made at Meta. The tech giant, which owns Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp, has gone all in on A.I. It has said it is spending at least $70 billion this year, largely to stay competitive in the A.I. race.

At the event at Biohub's office on Wednesday, Mr. Zuckerberg and Dr. Chan pledged to increase the organization's computing power from data centers tenfold by 2028 to help with A.I.-powered biological research. Specific projects include a virtual cell mapping platform, a large language model that can perform biological reasoning and A.I. that analyzes genetic sequences to detect disease.

Biohub's scientists aim to use A.I. to conduct virtual experiments at a larger scale and faster rate than currently possible in laboratory testing, the organization said.

Steve Quake, the Chan Zuckerberg Institute's previous head of science, stepped down in September.

Dr. Chan, 40, a pediatrician, has said the organization sees its best return on investment from science. The philanthropy has reduced the size of grants it has given to other areas like education and housing but said it would not end that giving entirely.
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Retail Group Predicts Holiday Spending Could Top $1 Trillion

Despite shoppers' concerns about rising costs, inflation and the government shutdown, retailers predict sales will increase as much as 4.2% over the holidays.

Shoppers leaving a Walmart in Albany, N.Y., during the season last year. Dave Sanders for The New York Times



By Kailyn Rhone



Nov 06, 2025 at 07:17 PM

Holiday shopping is underway as inflation, import-tariff pressures and the longest government shutdown in history have increased uncertainty for retailers and consumers.

Despite these challenges, the National Retail Federation issued a surprisingly rosy forecast for the season.

The group, which lobbies on behalf of retailers, said on Thursday it expected holiday sales to rise between 3.7 percent and 4.2 percent over last year. The federation also predicted spending would reach as much as $1.02 trillion, compared with $976.1 billion last year.

The group defines the holiday season as the period from Nov. 1 to Dec. 31 and excludes spending at auto dealers, gas stations and restaurants.

"Somehow every year, Santa Claus always comes, and I think that really captures the way the holiday season goes," said Matthew Shay, president and chief executive of the National Retail Federation, on a call with reporters. "People save for it, they plan for it, they prioritize it. And we think that that's going to happen again this year."

Deloitte also said it expected holiday retail sales to top $1 trillion. The company reported in its annual holiday forecast in September that it projected holiday sales would total about $1.6 trillion during the November to January time frame.

The retail federation acknowledged consumers were more cautious and price sensitive than in years past. They are trading down, and "trying to find value wherever they can find it," Mr. Shay said.

While he said that it's been difficult to make forecasts in the current economic environment, he defended the group's outlook. "We think we have good clarity on the holiday season," he said. "Nevertheless, we know that forecasting is increasingly challenging in this environment."

Still, holiday expectations at some major retailers are mixed. Walmart's chief executive, Doug McMillon, offered an upbeat outlook in August, stating the company was "expecting to have a good holiday season." The retailer raised its full-year sales forecast.

Target's chief commercial officer, Rick Gomez, said on an earnings call in August that the company was "planning cautiously for the back half of the year, given continued uncertainty and volatility."

Kohl's and Academy Sports and Outdoors noted that consumers were trading down or pulling back on spending. Analysts suggest off-price retailers like TJX Companies, Burlington Stores and Ross Stores are well positioned for a strong holiday season, as their value proposition attracts budget-conscious shoppers who are trading higher priced goods for cheaper ones, according to the analytics firm Placer.ai.

Even as inflation has come off its 2022 highs, prices for essentials like food and household goods remain elevated. The cooling labor market, recent layoffs in some industries and uncertainty over the direction of interest rates, as Federal Reserve officials remain split over additional cuts, could make shoppers more price conscious. According to a September report from PwC, around 84 percent of consumers expect to cut back on general spending for the next four months. 

The government shutdown, which has left federal employees without paychecks and changes to Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits, which affect millions of lower-income households, could make holiday spending uneven across income groups, economists said.

Analysts also noted a divide between higher- and lower-income consumers. Lower-income shoppers are prioritizing big-box retailers and dollar stores and starting shopping earlier to spread out expenses, while higher earners continue to spend more freely, according to a report by Bank of America.

Executives at Weyco Group, which distributes moderately priced footwear lines, said its brands that appeal to high-income customers (like Florsheim) are performing strongly, while those targeting value customers (like Stacy Adams and Nunn Bush) are seeing a "bit of that drag."

Following a pattern that began during the pandemic, stores began rolling out Christmas merchandise before Halloween, hoping to capture early demand and smooth out supply chain issues. Consumers are starting their shopping earlier to find the best deals and avoid potential price increases from tariffs.

But more shoppers are holding off on holiday buying until Black Friday weekend. Around 183.4 million people said they planned to shop in-store and online from Thanksgiving Day through Cyber Monday this year, slightly up from 182 million in 2023, according an annual survey by the N.R.F. and Prosper Insights & Analytics.

"We know that the consumer is highly promotional," said Mark Mathews, chief economist of the N.R.F. "We expect them to continue to prioritize spending on loved ones, spending on families, and if that costs more, then they're going to make savings in other areas of the economy."
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France Blocks Orders From Shein as It Expands Its Crackdown

Customs officials were ordered to inspect more than 200,000 packages entering the country at Charles de Gaulle Airport.

France's crackdown on the Chinese retailer Shein started after the discovery this week of "childlike" sex dolls sold on its site. Abdul Saboor/Reuters



By Liz Alderman
Reporting from Paris


Nov 06, 2025 at 05:49 PM

The French government on Thursday escalated its crackdown on the Chinese retailer Shein, suspending the delivery of every online order the company has sent to France in the last 24 hours, and targeting more than 200,000 packages to be inspected  by customs officials.

The action came a day after France's prime minister, Sebastien Lecornu, moved to block access to Shein's online platform in the country until the company proved that its products complied with French laws. The moves were prompted by the discovery this week of "childlike" sex dolls sold on its site, which set off a political backlash.

The customs inspections, which are taking place at Charles de Gaulle Airport, the major entry point to France for packages sent from China, are intended to bolster investigations that began this week after the discovery of the sex dolls, said Amelie de Montchalin, France's budget minister.

"In order for us to successfully put a stop to what is clearly a noncompliant system with all our standards, rules, and tax regulations, we need to have evidence," she said in a post on social media. "Customs officers have it every day. But today, the platform won't be able to say that the wrong packages were opened; we will open all the packages."

The French government also asked the European Union on Thursday to open an investigation into the Chinese e-commerce site, citing the discovery of what French officials called "pedopornographic" dolls, as well as weapons that can be ordered from Shein's marketplace.

"The platform is evidently in breach of European rules," the French foreign minister, Jean-Noel Barrot, said in an interview with French radio Thursday.

Henna Virkkunen, Europe's digital commissioner, said in a post on social media that she had discussed the French investigation with French officials and would "continue working for a safer online space." She added, "We all agree: Illegal content has no place online."

Officials for the European Commission, the executive branch of the European Union, were in touch with Shein following the French complaint, said Thomas Regnier, the commission's spokesman for digital affairs, who added that the commission would follow up on the French request, which "adds to concerns we have already expressed to Shein."

"A platform that is allowing pornographic content or the selling of weapons does not meet E.U. standards," he added.

Shein said in a statement on Wednesday that it had temporarily suspended all sales by third-party vendors on its marketplace in France and was "committed to working with the French authorities to address any concerns swiftly."

In a separate statement Wednesday, Shein's executive chairman, Donald Tang, said that "the fight against child exploitation is nonnegotiable" for the company. "These were marketplace listings from third-party sellers -- but I take this personally," he said.

Ms. de Montchalin appeared early Thursday at Charles de Gaulle airport alongside scores of customs agents as they tore open Shein packages to search for items that did not comply with French and European Union regulations.

She said agents had found "noncompliant and illegal products," including unauthorized cosmetics, toys dangerous for children, counterfeit goods and defective household appliances. In a video post, she asked agents to even inspect a package of LED bulbs. "We need to make sure that these are not a health risk because we know that LED bulbs can be very dangerous if they don't meet our standards," she said.

The harder line against Shein comes amid a growing controversy over the company in France, which opened a store on Wednesday in Paris, its first brick-and-mortar location in the world. Demonstrators gathered outside the department store BHV Marais, where Shein held its grand opening, and shouted at shoppers and accused Shein of using cheap labor and violating environmental standards to make its clothes.
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Trump Team Now Claims Its Trillions in Tariff Revenue Are 'Incidental'

In arguments before the Supreme Court, the White House backed away from its claims that President Trump's tariffs were about raising revenue.

When the White House's solicitor general defended the president's use of tariffs before the Supreme Court on Wednesday, he said it was "only incidental" that the tariffs collected revenue. Alyssa Schukar for The New York Times



By Alan Rappeport and Adam Liptak
Reporting from Washington


Nov 06, 2025 at 06:35 PM

For months, President Trump and his top advisers described tariffs as an economic cure-all, one that would bring in revenue to pay down the national debt, offset tax cuts, support struggling farmers and even provide dividend checks to Americans.

But when the White House's solicitor general, D. John Sauer, defended Mr. Trump's expansive use of tariffs before the Supreme Court on Wednesday, he expressed a much different view. Despite all the public justifications of the tariffs, Mr. Sauer suggested that they were not really about the money at all.

"These are regulatory tariffs," Mr. Sauer said. "They are not revenue-raising tariffs. The fact that they raise revenue is only incidental."

In remarks at the White House on Thursday, Mr. Trump said that if the tariffs were deemed illegal it would be "devastating for our country," and suggested that he was contemplating contingency plans. He warned that trillions of dollars of investments pledged by Japan, South Korea and the European Union would be at risk if he were unable to threaten them with tariffs.

At the center of the case is the question of whether Mr. Trump overstepped his legal authority by broadly imposing taxes, which is the job of Congress. The Trump administration argued in court that the tariffs were a foreign policy tool that was needed to deal with national security and economic emergencies.

That sudden admission that revenue is secondary represented a sharp reversal for an administration that has repeatedly justified the tariffs as a mechanism for making America rich again.

"When Tariffs cut in, many people's Income Taxes will be substantially reduced, maybe even completely eliminated," Mr. Trump said in a social media post in April, weeks after unveiling his so-called reciprocal tariffs on most countries around the world. "It will be a BONANZA FOR AMERICA!!!"

As the Trump administration pushed Congress to pass more than $4 trillion in tax cuts over the spring and summer, White House officials made the case that revenue from Mr. Trump's tariffs would offset the cost of the legislation, and they assailed the Congressional Budget Office for failing to account for the import duties.

"Had the C.B.O. conducted an intellectually honest dynamic analysis AND accurately accounted for the Trump tariffs, it would have forecast a massive multitrillion-dollar surplus," Peter Navarro, the White House trade adviser, wrote in an essay for Fox News in July.

Perhaps the biggest proponent of tariffs as a generator of revenue for the federal government has been Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent.

At a White House cabinet meeting in August, Mr. Bessent said he expected that annual tariff revenue could top $500 billion and potentially even go higher.

"So I think we could be on our way, well over half a trillion, maybe towards a trillion-dollar number," Mr. Bessent said. "This administration, your administration, has made a meaningful dent in the budget deficit."

The Treasury secretary posted a chart on X in August touting surging tariff income as a "stable, growing source of federal revenue."

However, as the Supreme Court hearing grew closer, the White House started to change its tenor about tariffs.

In an October news conference at the Treasury Department, Mr. Bessent described tariffs as a "surcharge" akin to a fee that a driver would pay to acquire a license.

The White House also walked back the 100 percent tariffs that it had threatened to impose on China last month in exchange for promises that it would do more to curb fentanyl exports. This buttressed its argument that the threat of tariffs is a national security tool, and not primarily a tax.

"The move to focus on trade agreements and away from revenue is a massive tell," said Scott Lincicome, the vice president for general economics at the Cato Institute, a libertarian think tank. "You can see the administration is trying to publicly change its arguments and the focus of the tariffs."

Some conservative members of the Supreme Court were skeptical of the administration's rhetorical shift.

"It's been suggested that the tariffs are responsible for significant reduction in our deficit," Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. said when the case was argued on Wednesday. "I would say that's raising revenue domestically."

Justice Neil M. Gorsuch indicated that he understood the legal rationale for the shift. "So revenue-raising tariffs are not foreign affairs, but regulatory tariffs are?" he asked.

The Supreme Court has sometimes overlooked statements from Mr. Trump that are at odds with the positions his lawyers have taken in court. In 2018, for instance, in sustaining Mr. Trump's ban on travel from several predominantly Muslim countries, the chief justice discounted Mr. Trump's many assertions about his desire to impose a "Muslim ban."

"The issue before us is not whether to denounce the statements," Chief Justice Roberts wrote. "It is instead the significance of those statements in reviewing a presidential directive, neutral on its face, addressing a matter within the core of executive responsibility."

"In doing so," he wrote, "we must consider not only the statements of a particular president, but also the authority of the presidency itself."

On Thursday, Mr. Trump again raised the specter of disaster should he lose the case.

"The decision in the Supreme Court would be devastating to our country," he said during remarks in the Oval Office.

Following the hearing, as the justices begin their deliberations, Mr. Trump's economic advisers reinforced the new rationale for the tariffs.

"The goal of his agenda is bringing back manufacturing and balancing the crisis-level deficits and trade barriers with our global trading partners," Mr. Bessent wrote in a post on X on Wednesday afternoon. "The tariff income is incidental to these urgent goals -- not the underlying reason for their application."

Despite Mr. Trump's sweeping approach to tariffs that imposed levies on allies such as Spain and France on national security grounds, on Thursday morning the president's top trade negotiator suggested that the White House was mindful of the limitations of his tariff powers.

"The president has never purported to have unlimited authority in this area," Jamieson Greer, the U.S. trade representative, said on the Fox Business Network. "In fact, his execution of tariffs has limitations -- there are certain things you can't tariff, Congress gets to have a say on all of this."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/06/us/politics/trump-tariffs-revenue-supreme-court.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Online, It's Clear Who's Responsible for the Shutdown: The Other Side

A blame game has played out on the internet and on television. President Trump has pulled out the stops.

Dueling explanations are fighting for space online and on television as part of an increasingly partisan and siloed information environment. Eric Lee for The New York Times
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Nov 06, 2025 at 06:01 PM

On Fox News and X, it is the "Schumer Shutdown," a stoppage of government operations caused by Chuck Schumer, the Senate minority leader.

On Bluesky, it is the "Trump Shutdown," a consequence of the president's take-no-prisoners style of governing.

Who's responsible for the impasse? It depends on your platform.

The dueling explanations are fighting for space online and on television as part of an increasingly partisan and siloed information environment, according to an analysis of social media and TV data by The New York Times.

In the month since the government closure, Mr. Trump's version of events has dominated the discussion on X and on Fox News, according to the analysis -- a reflection of the right-wing takeover of X in recent years.

Other outlets, like MSNBC, tended to cover the shutdown using more neutral language. Terms pinning the situation on Mr. Trump and the Republicans found a larger audience on Bluesky, the upstart social network embraced by progressives.

The blame game has played out in public opinion polling, which shows that views on the matter are split along partisan lines: 84 percent of Republicans blamed Democrats, while 82 percent of Democrats blamed Republicans, according to a late-October poll from Quinnipiac University.

Here is how the war of words is playing out.

Right-wing influencers embrace the idea on X



The tagline "Schumer Shutdown" has spread more widely on X than any of the partisan messaging that Democrats and left-wing influencers have created over the government closure. There were more than 350,000 mentions of "Schumer Shutdown" or similar terms on X, compared with just 94,000 mentions of "Trump Shutdown" or similar terms, from Sept. 26 to Nov. 3.

The dynamic reflects Elon Musk's efforts to reshape X into a right-wing haven after buying the platform in 2022 and welcoming back commentators who were once barred. Many left-wing users responded by leaving for alternatives like Bluesky. X did not respond to a request for comment.

While researchers have estimated that up to 20 percent of social media chatter may come from bots, the Times analysis found no clear indications that bots played a significant role in the conversation about the shutdown.

The most-viewed posts came from popular conservative accounts and politicians on X, including Scott Presler, a right-wing activist, who wrote a post on the first day of the shutdown that simply repeated the words "Schumer Shutdown" 15 times. It received more than 630,000 views and 13,000 shares.

The "Schumer Shutdown" tagline also received a boost from more than a dozen official government accounts, which are technically barred from political activity and had largely remained apolitical during previous shutdowns. The Department of Housing and Urban Development blamed the "Radical Left in Congress." The Department of Homeland Security warned that "radical politicians are exploiting the Democrats' Shutdown for political gain."

A smaller footprint for progressives



Users on Bluesky were more likely to adopt the term #TrumpShutdown and similar terms, according to data collected by Talkwalker, a social media insights company owned by Hootsuite.

The hashtag #TrumpShutdown and similar terms had 179,348 mentions from Sept. 26 to Nov. 3, compared with just 13,383 posts using the hashtag #SchumerShutdown and similar terms. The overall conversation on the site was about three-quarters the size of the one on X, the data showed. Bluesky did not respond to a request for comment.

One of the top posts came from The Tennessee Holler, which describes itself as an "audience-supported progressive news site." The account had warned that health care premiums would rise if the Affordable Care Act subsidy was not renewed.

"This is what Dems are drawing attention to and want fixed," the account wrote, receiving 15,000 likes. "Now, not later."

Comparable data from Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and TikTok were not made available by the companies.

Partisan television plays a role



On television, Fox News has remained deeply loyal to Mr. Trump's agenda, using "Schumer Shutdown" or similar terms 268 times in the period beginning a week before the shutdown and stretching to Nov. 3, according to transcripts collected by Critical Mention, a media monitoring company.

"Democrats are just mad the Schumer Shutdown hasn't stopped Trump from winning," Jesse Watters, host of a prime-time show on Fox News, said on Oct. 28 as an onscreen chyron blared in all-caps: "Schumer Shutdown Is Making Dems Hangry."

By comparison, MSNBC, the most popular news network on the left, used "Trump Shutdown" and similar terms just 106 times during the same period.

MSNBC mentioned the shutdown far more often than Fox overall, the analysis showed -- 5,392 mentions of "shutdown" on MSNBC during the period, compared with 2,886 for Fox. But it did not use terminology as often that assigned blame. Fox News and MSNBC did not respond to a request for comment.

"A significant number of furloughed Americans missed their first paycheck, while others received only partial payments," Alex Witt, a host on MSNBC, said during one segment. "As Americans struggle, lawmakers play the blame game."
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Dallas Cowboys Player Marshawn Kneeland Dies at 24

The police said he appeared to have taken his own life.

Marshawn Kneeland was in his second season in the N.F.L., both with the Cowboys. Jacob Kupferman/Associated Press



By Bernard Mokam



Nov 06, 2025 at 06:55 PM

Marshawn Kneeland, a defensive end for the Dallas Cowboys, died early Thursday, apparently by taking his own life following a police chase, law enforcement officials said. He was 24.

At around 10:40 p.m. on Wednesday, the Frisco Police Department dispatched officers to assist with the Texas Department of Public Safety in locating a vehicle that had "evaded troopers during a pursuit," according to a statement.

The officers briefly lost sight of the vehicle, but found that it had crashed on the southbound Dallas Parkway.

The driver, later identified as Mr. Kneeland, fled the scene on foot. While conducting a search, officers learned that Mr. Kneeland had "expressed suicidal ideations," the statement said. At 1:31 a.m., he was found with "what appeared to be a self-inflicted gunshot wound."

The Collin County medical examiner's office did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

"Marshawn was a beloved teammate and member of our organization," a statement released Thursday by the Dallas Cowboys said. "Our thoughts and prayers regarding Marshawn are with his girlfriend, Catalina, and his family."

Mr. Kneeland's agent, Jonathan Perzley, posted a statement on social media. "I watched him fight his way from a hopeful kid at Western Michigan with a dream to being a respected professional for the Dallas Cowboys," it said. "Marshawn poured his heart into every snap, every practice, and every moment on the field."

Mr. Kneeland grew up in Grand Rapids, Mich., and set school records in tackles, tackles for loss and sacks at Godwin Heights High School.

He played college football at Western Michigan University, where he recorded 149 tackles and 13 sacks. While he was preparing for the N.F.L. draft, his mother, Wendy, died unexpectedly.

"It was tough, I had a week to prepare," he told The Dallas Morning News. "But I had to lock in. I put myself in the best position, and she helped me out a lot just leading up to the draft."

Since her death, Mr. Kneeland had worn a necklace that held some of her ashes.

He was drafted by the Cowboys in the second round of the 2024 N.F.L. draft, with the 56th pick over all. He played 18 games in the N.F.L., all with the Cowboys.

On Monday night against the Arizona Cardinals, Mr. Kneeland recovered a blocked punt for a touchdown.

If you are having thoughts of suicide, call or text 988 to reach the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline or go to SpeakingOfSuicide.com/resources for a list of additional resources.
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Critic's Pick


'Die My Love' Review: Jennifer Lawrence in a Mother of a Role

The actress gives a career-defining performance opposite Robert Pattinson in Lynne Ramsay's latest.

Jennifer Lawrence and Robert Pattinson in "Die My Love." Seamus McGarvey/Mubi



By Alissa Wilkinson



Nov 06, 2025 at 10:02 AM

A description is insufficient to describe some movies, and "Die My Love," directed by Lynne Ramsay, is one of them. A young couple, Grace and Jackson, move to a house in the woods. They have a baby, and in the midst of fierce postpartum depression, Grace starts to lose her grasp on reality -- or, some might argue, regain it. That's the plot.

But you might as well describe Edvard Munch's "The Scream" as "just some guy screaming": not wrong, exactly, but totally missing the point. "Die My Love" is linear yet allusive; sometimes you're not sure how much time has passed, and sometimes it passes in a blink. Submerged in Grace's overheated, claustrophobic, tedious, maddening reality, we are drowning, just like her. It is full-body immersion cinema.


Its story may revolve around Grace, but "Die My Love" revolves around Jennifer Lawrence, for whom this feels like a career-defining role -- not that she really required one. Lawrence has been a force for 15 years, but she dropped out of sight for a while and has been testing her range lately, first with the beautifully understated drama "Causeway" and then the bouncier sex comedy "No Hard Feelings."

"Die My Love" is something else altogether. You've seen woman-on-the-verge roles; you've even seen Lawrence in them. (There's one scene in particular in "Die My Love" that recalled "Mother!" just for a second, and I had to chuckle.) But those movies tend to make us observers of a sane woman going crazy. It's true that this movie makes us wonder early on if Grace is seeing things -- the biker (LaKeith Stanfield), for instance, who keeps speeding past the house. But in this case, Grace is already a live wire when we meet her. She's like the earth and fire elements got stirred together and molded into a woman. You can almost believe she'd be kind of erratic whether or not her hormones were raging. She's neither sane nor crazy: She's just Grace, and that's what she's like.

That is why Jackson fell in love with her -- he's a weirdo, too -- and why he defends her for so long, even after her behavior starts to draw notice from his family. That's also why Robert Pattinson is perfect in the role, and an ideal foil for Lawrence. They're both instinctive, intuitive actors. But Lawrence is raw and naturalistic and expressive, while Pattinson is wiry and restrained and more reactive. You can see exactly why their characters, two artists with a romantic idea about making art in the woods, fell for each other, and exactly why they'd drive each other crazy: They're like opposing elements, earth and fire trying to meld with air and water. This house in the woods is no place for these people to live, but Jackson grew up nearby. Grace might as well be an alien.

Some themes running through "Die My Love" are more suggested than outright indicated: Grace's fondness for pretending to be an animal stalking her prey, for instance, and the notion that madness haunts these woods, or maybe just this house. And there's Jackson's mother, Pam (Sissy Spacek, in an excellent performance), who lives around the corner, in the house that Jackson grew up in. She has also recently lost her husband, Harry (Nick Nolte). Her own sudden slipping grip on reality is like another pole for Grace's struggle, with the two of them wandering in the moonlit night, time and reality turned upside down.

Grace looks, at times, as if she's in a movie from a different era -- in fact, for long stretches it's not completely clear what year it is, which adds to the film's dreaminess. She wears filmy nightgowns and underwear, and at times her long blonde hair is styled in a way that made me wonder if it was meant to evoke Catherine Deneuve in "Repulsion," or maybe Brigitte Bardot. Lawrence began shooting the film when she was four and a half months pregnant with her second child, which is remarkable enough on its face, but the sheer physicality of the role makes it even more so. Grace is sexual and violent and gentle and maternal and savage; she rips wallpaper and sits in her refrigerator and screams and cracks jokes at the baby. Tour de force is an overused cliche, but it was meant for roles like this.

Though almost the entire creative team is made up of women, the seed for "Die My Love" originated with -- oddly enough -- Martin Scorsese, who read Ariana Harwicz's 2012 novel in his book club in 2020, sent it along to the production company that Lawrence runs with Justine Ciarrocchi, and said he could see Lawrence in the lead role. They brought on the director Lynne Ramsay, who wrote the adaptation with Enda Walsh and Alice Birch, the seasoned playwrights and screenwriters.

The result, in the end, is the kind of movie that polarizes. It's hard to imagine feeling middling about it, and some will find it infuriating. But I loved it the first time I saw it, and loved it more the second. Not only because it takes a huge swing and connects, but because this is the role I've been wanting to see Lawrence play since I first saw her in "Winter's Bone" all those years ago. Watching someone go for broke and actually make it is exhilarating. And when a movie leaves me feeling as if I just swam across rapids and barely dragged myself out alive -- well, that's why I go to the movies.

Die My Love
Rated R for sex, violence, swearing and hints of child endangerment (he's fine) and dog endangerment (he's not). Running time: 1 hour 58 minutes. In theaters.
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Critic's pick


'Sentimental Value' Review: Joachim Trier's Unhappy Household

In this moving drama from the director of "The Worst Person in the World," Stellan Skarsgard and Renate Reinsve star as father and daughter in counterpoint.

Running in the family: Stellan Skarsgard's father character in "Sentimental Value" is also a director; Renate Reinsve's daughter, an actress. Christian Belgaux/Neon



By Manohla Dargis



Nov 06, 2025 at 06:15 PM

Even in its lightest moments there's a soulful heaviness to Joachim Trier's "Sentimental Value," about a family haunted by the past. The central characters are a father and daughter -- a beautifully synced Stellan Skarsgard and Renate Reinsve -- who are so estranged that they can scarcely stand to be in the same room together. The father is a filmmaker whose greatest triumphs seem to be long past him while the daughter is a successful actress. They're difficult, greedily self-involved and irresistibly charismatic people, the kind who are easy to fall for and tough to let go of, so naturally this is also a film about love: theirs and ours.

Trier is best known for "The Worst Person in the World," a richly textured, category-resistant movie about love, art and identity, themes that he's consistently circled since his stunning 2006 feature debut, "Reprise." A meticulous craftsman, Trier seems incapable of making an ugly image, though it's his restless engagement with the medium's plasticity -- especially with how movies can translate the seemingly ineffable into concrete sights and sounds -- that makes his work exciting. There's a searching quality to his filmmaking, a restiveness that's shared by his memorably unsettled characters. One difference is that while they don't always seem wholly aware of their own search, Trier's is right there on the screen.

The first time that the father and daughter see each other here is at a memorial in their old house, a grand beauty filled with light and many rooms. His former wife, her mother, has recently died. Dressed in black, Reinsve's Nora and her younger sister, Agnes (Inga Ibsdotter Lilleaas), are bustling around tending to mourners. A polite hush has settled over the gathering, softening voices. The surprising entrance of their father, Skarsgard's Gustav, disturbs the quiet and both sisters, though especially Nora. Everyone exchanges awkward greetings, the strain of their reunion creates a palpable tension that Trier subtly amplifies. The tension feels like possession; it's in their gazes and very bodies, and entirely familiar.

Art is one of the prisms through which you discover the characters; the house is another. It's a multistory wood structure with steep gables and a striking example of a turn of a 20th-century Norwegian architectural idiom called "dragestil" (dragon style), one that's perhaps best described as Viking Victorian. Embellished with decorative touches and filled with restless ghosts, the house is at once a refuge, a nest, a stage and a vault. Inside its rooms, generations of the family have cycled in and out, some racing playfully up and down its warm, worn stairs while others, less simply, angrily slamming its doors. Whatever its condition or that of its inhabitants, the house is also an on-point metaphor for Trier's filmmaking.

Trier comes at "Sentimental Value" from different, at times competing points of view and angles, briskly and seamlessly shifting among spaces and eras. Written by him and Eskil Vogt, the movie takes flight with a bravura extended flashback, pacifically narrated by an unidentified woman (Bente Borsum), that incorporates decades-leaping interludes, little time capsules that chart the family's history in the house up through Agnes and Nora's childhood. (Vogt, a director himself, has cowritten all of Trier's features.) The house is a monument to their lives, but it's also a precursor to the self-reflexive scenes of actors rehearsing and performing, which are scattered throughout the movie. Nora grew up in this house, and then she took everything that she learned with her, including to the stage.

Shortly after the memorial, Gustav reaches out to Nora and tells her that he wants her to act in his next movie. Her refusal sets one of the principal story lines in motion when Gustav subsequently meets an American actress, Rachel (a delicate, vulnerable Elle Fanning), at a film festival. One of his past glories, a World War II movie, has been screened and well-received but stirred up something in each of them. He hasn't made a movie in 15 years (as a festival moderator points out), and the screening is bittersweet; the old film is a relic of his former life and success as well as a stinging reminder of his fallow present. For Rachel, who's deeply touched by the movie, it presents an opportunity to expand her artistic horizons.

Once Rachel agrees to star in Gustav's new film, a harrowing family drama drawn from his own life and which he plans to shoot in the house, the narrative structure emerges as clearly as the home's steeply pitched roofs. Gustav grew up here, too, and moves in just as Agnes and Nora are cleaning it out. When he first shows up with Rachel, Nora panics at the sight of them and, in a bit of nice slapstick, almost knocks over a red vase that once belonged to her mother. Nora then grabs this memento and makes a frantic dash for the exit, clinging to this totem of the past as her oblivious father enters. He soon begins rehearsing in this forlorn place with Rachel and others, swapping out one family for another with bitter and comic consequences.

Trier's lightness of touch makes a striking contrast to the film's emotional weightiness. Death haunts this movie, as it does other of Trier's features, and while "Sentimental Value" has bursts of pure comedy (it can be very funny), it's steeped in melancholy. There are reasons -- a divorce, a consuming vocation, careless parenting -- or at least explanations, some hotly recriminatory. Nora believes that Gustav abandoned his daughters to pursue his filmmaking career, an accusation that feeds a self-righteous resentment toward him. Agnes is more forgiving toward Gustav and less demonstrative, which, despite the actress's sensitive performance, makes her less interesting than either him or Nora.


Trier gives all the performers space to stake a claim on "Sentimental Value," but the film is largely about Nora and Gustav. Reinsve and Skarsgard are performers of great emotional transparency, and they match each other in lightness and darkness, note for note; neither plays to your sympathies, even when they floor you. Skarsgard is such a ubiquitous presence in film and TV that I almost forgot how good he can be. He's staggering as Gustav, who dominates every room and person in it, only to deflate in private. Together with Trier, Skarsgard shows you a man who, sagging under the burdens of a terrible history and time itself, understands that he's facing his own limits and can no longer bluff his way through life.

Trier's filmmaking is always easy to admire, and his facility for shifting among tones and moods is astonishing; like his two stars, he is a virtuosic quick-change artist. This movie's pleasures are obvious, though it could also use a few rougher edges. There can be something overly smooth about how all the disparate pieces fit together here, and there are times when Trier slides a little too quickly over some of the story's more anguished sections, including those that address the devastations wrought by the Nazi occupation. Trier remains blissfully attuned to the absurdity of life, a sensitivity that he uses to help attenuate the crushing sadness that few directors with an eye on the box office dare to risk. He's very good at wowing you with film form, but it's the deep feeling in his work that is transcendent.

Sentimental Value
Rated R for language and some brief nudity. Running time: 2 hours 13 minutes. In theaters.
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28 Things to Do in N.Y.C. in November

Sure, Tom Turkey looms large this month, but other highlights include a magic show with Muppets, Patti Smith and "Horses," and wrestling drag queens.

The balloon of Monkey D. Luffy from "One Piece" at Columbus Circle last year during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, which returns on Nov. 27. Sarah Yenesel/EPA, via Shutterstock



By Erik Piepenburg



Nov 01, 2025 at 09:00 AM

Thanksgiving Tradition

My man Santa is among the marquee names at the 99th Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, which kicks off at 8:30 a.m. Watch in person at designated spots along the route, which runs from Central Park West near 77th Street to the Macy's flagship store at Sixth Avenue and 34th Street. Or do what I do: Make someone in your family get bagels, park yourself on the couch and watch the parade on NBC or Peacock starting at 9 a.m.

Jog It Off

Melt away that pumpkin pie in the 10th annual New York City Turkey Trot half-marathon and 5K at Flushing Meadows Corona Park in Queens (Nov. 29). Then reward yourself with doughnuts waiting for you at the finish line.

Kristin Chenoweth in the musical "The Queen of Versailles," which is at the St. James Theater. Sara Krulwich/
The New York Times


Theater

It would take precision planning, quickie stops for coffee and slices, and a lot of money, but seeing multiple shows in one day is a marathon I could actually finish.

On the Saturday after Thanksgiving, I would begin at the Broadhurst Theater with an 11 a.m. matinee of   "Rob Lake Magic," a kid-friendly show from the illusionist Rob Lake featuring the Broadway debuts of Kermit the Frog and his main squeeze, Miss Piggy.

Then I would stick around Times Square for a twofer of new Broadway musicals: "The Queen of Versailles," starring Kristin Chenoweth, at the St. James Theater, and a revival of "Chess," with Aaron Tveit, Lea Michele and Nicholas Christopher, at the Imperial Theater. My nightcap? "Midnight Show," a burlesque-act-meets-dance-party at the Slipper Room on the Lower East Side.

Comedy

The New York Comedy Festival (Nov. 7-16) is back with over 100 shows in clubs across the five boroughs. The who's-who lineup includes Louis C.K., Margaret Cho, Morgan Jay and Alex Edelman. The "Strangers With Candy" reunion (Nov. 8) with Stephen Colbert, Paul Dinello and Amy Sedaris sounds like a hoot.

Art

Performa, New York City's biennial performance art festival, returns with three weeks of out-there, interdisciplinary live spectacles and public art installations (Nov. 1-23). Highlights include Lina Lapelyte's "The Speech (NYC)," with a cast of 100 cooing, howling and roaring children, and Lucinda Childs's "Street Dance," the choreographer's 1964 site-specific work that turns a city sidewalk into an otherworldly stage.

Members of Chokehole in a performance of "Armageddon" in Hamburg, Germany, in April. It is at Pioneer Works in Brooklyn on Tuesday and Wednesday. Julia Schwendner, via Pioneer Works


Drag

"Two Nights of Drag, Wrestling, and Chaos" is a suitable tagline for "Armageddon," at Pioneer Works in Red Hook, Brooklyn (Nov. 11-12). This multimedia extravaganza from Chokehole, a New Orleans-based queer performance collective, blends club-kid drag with W.W.E.-style wrestling and takes place within "In Light of Innocence" (through Dec. 14), an exhibition by the artist Raul de Nieves that transforms the main hall at Pioneer Works into an immersive makeshift cathedral.

Film

Fifty years ago, Albert and David Maysles startled (and uneasily amused) audiences with "Grey Gardens," their cinema verite documentary about two relatives of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis -- Edith Bouvier Beale and her adult daughter, also named Edith, but known as "Little Edie" -- and the decrepit East Hampton estate where they lived. On Nov. 23, the film has a homecoming of sorts: It is showing at the Maysles Documentary Center, a movie theater and nonprofit in Harlem that Albert Maysles founded in 1985. Fans of nonfiction films should also check out the hundreds of screenings and other events at DOC NYC, the annual documentary festival, at the IFC Center, the Village East and the SVA Theater in Manhattan (Nov. 12-20).

Dance

The Paul Taylor Dance Company's fall season at Lincoln Center features premieres from Lauren Lovette and Robert Battle and the return of Taylor favorites "Company B" and "Esplanade" (Nov. 4-23). On Nov. 15 and 22, the company offers 75-minute "Family Express" matinees, tickets to which include a coupon for a free class at the Taylor Center for Dance Education.

Patti Smith at a benefit concert held in her honor in March at Carnegie Hall. She is performing the album "Horses" in its entirety at Beacon Theater on Nov. 21 and 22. Jutharat Pinyodoonyachet for The New York Times


Rock and Pop

It's been 50 years since Patti Smith released her surrealistic and confrontational album "Horses." On Nov. 21 and 22, Smith and her band will perform the record in its entirety at Beacon Theater.

Other concerts, by generation: For baby boomers, Stevie Nicks is at Barclay's Center (Nov. 19); Gen X-ers, LCD Soundsystem at the Knockdown Center in Queens (Nov. 20-23); millennials, Maroon 5 at Madison Square Garden (Nov. 19-20); Gen Z punk rats, Die Spitz at Bowery Ballroom (Nov. 18).

Jazz

The pianist Sean Mason is a Juilliard graduate and a vet of Broadway pit bands, and counts Branford and Wynton Marsalis as his champions. On Nov. 15, Mason brings his jazz quartet -- with Felix Moseholm (bass), Anthony Hervey (trumpet) and Hank Allen-Barfield (drums) -- to Columbia University's Miller Theater for a night of original music and throwbacks.

Classical

Fort Greene Orchestra suggests you wear black to its performances of Tchaikovsky's Sixth Symphony, a dark, twisty work that premiered just days before the composer's death in 1893. The concerts are on Nov. 20 and 22 at the Co-Cathedral of St. Joseph in Prospect Heights, Brooklyn.

The geologist Kim Fendrich leads a hike at the Storm King Art Center focused on its geological features on Nov. 15.  Bryan Anselm for The New York Times


Take a Hike

The 500-acre Storm King Art Center, in the Hudson Valley town of New Windsor, N.Y., is best known as an outdoor museum-campus where arresting sculptures by Ellsworth Kelly, Lee Ufan and others dot the landscape like a giant's toys. The center also hosts hikes, like on Nov. 15, when the geologist Kim Fendrich leads a three-hour tour focusing on the various geological features within the artworks and throughout the grounds. The hike is free with admission, but registration is required.

Kids

On Nov. 15, the Bronx Museum offers a free afternoon of art making with clay. The event is inspired by sculptures in "Ministry," the museum's exhibition devoted to the work of the artist-activist Rev. Joyce McDonald.

If any classical work can keep young ones rapt it's Vivaldi's "The Four Seasons." On Nov. 22, it's the centerpiece of "Winter, Spring, Summer or Fall ...," a free family-friendly concert presented by Musica Reginae Productions at Church-in-the-Gardens in Forest Hills, Queens.

Listen Up

The monologuist Mike Daisey and the comedians Gabe Mollica and Bailey Swilley are among the raconteurs at Frigid New York's Gotham Storytelling Festival, taking place mostly at the Wild Project and Under St. Marks in the East Village (Nov. 3-16).

Potatoes -- that's the theme of this month's Lower East Stories, a storytelling salon hosted by the comedian Matt Storrs. The tater tales will be told on Nov. 7 at the Lower East Side bookstore P & T Knitwear.

Janai Brugger and Ryan Speedo Green in Mozart's "Don Giovanni," which is at the Metropolitan Opera through Nov. 22. Ken Howard/Metropolitan Opera


Last Call

Nov. 16 is the final day to see "Touching the Earth," an installation of eight abstract bronze works by the acclaimed Pennsylvania sculptor Thaddeus Mosley at City Hall Park.

The curtain is closing on two critic's picks: Ivo van Hove's production of Mozart's "Don Giovanni" -- "stark and sexy," wrote Joshua Barone -- is at the Metropolitan Opera through Nov. 22. And Jordan Tannahill's gay dramedy "Prince Faggot" -- Jesse Green called it "thrilling" -- concludes its run at Studio Seaview in Midtown West on Nov. 30.
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Critic's Notebook


3 Plays About Jewish Identity That Resist Easy Answers

The Off Broadway shows "Hannah Senesh," "Jewish Plot" and "Playing Shylock" take stock of discussions around casting and storytelling.

In "Hannah Senesh," at Theater Row, Jennifer Apple portrays the title character from the age of 13, when Hannah started writing the diary that inspired the script, until her death at 23, in 1944. Tricia Baron



By Elisabeth Vincentelli



Nov 05, 2025 at 01:28 PM

Taken individually, the new Off Broadway shows "Hannah Senesh," "Jewish Plot" and "Playing Shylock" are frustrating, sometimes perplexingly so, pieces of theater. But taken together they offer a composite look at concerns over Jewish identity and issues of stereotyping and art.

The most straightforward production is David Schechter's "Hannah Senesh," which is presented in English by National Yiddish Theater Folksbiene (at Theater Row through Nov. 9). This hagiographic solo show retraces the real-life story of a young Jewish poet and resistance fighter who was executed during World War II -- Jennifer Apple portrays the title character from the age of 13, when Hannah started writing the diary that largely inspired the script, until her death at 23, in 1944.

A heroine for many Jews -- a Brooklyn school is named after her, for example -- Hannah showed determination early on: "I would rather be an unusual person than just average," she wrote in her midteens. She became a Zionist, and at 18 moved on her own from her home in Budapest to Palestine. The play -- which Schechter developed with Lori Wilner, who originally played Hannah over four decades ago -- is structured around a series of inspirational tableaus: Hannah as a student in Hungary, Hannah on a kibbutz, Hannah parachuting into occupied Yugoslavia as part of a British unit, Hannah captured and imprisoned. The show does not really dwell on whether she had second thoughts or doubts, we are not told.

In real life, Hannah's jailers tried to use her mother, Catherine, as leverage to get information from her -- a gripping episode that Schechter does not dramatize, even though Catherine (also portrayed by Apple) bookends his play. The decision to emphasize the heroic aspects of Hannah's life is understandable as a way to combat the trope of Jews being passive victims in the face of annihilation. But the complexity of human nature and the thorny reasons people do what they do is exactly what a play can and should explore.

Which leads us to one of theater's most fraught creations: Shylock, the Jewish moneylender in Shakespeare's "The Merchant of Venice." This character is at the heart of another solo production, Mark Leiren-Young's "Playing Shylock" (at the Polonsky Shakespeare Center, Brooklyn, through Dec. 7).

Saul Rubinek in the one-man show "Playing Shylock" at the Polonsky Shakespeare Center in Brooklyn. Dahlia Katz


Theatergoers are greeted with an announcement that the second half of "Merchant" is about to begin. Except that the actor portraying Shylock (Saul Rubinek) informs us that the production has been canceled -- Shylock, who has become shorthand for antisemitic representations of usury and greed, is just too sensitive a subject for our troubled times, he tells us. And yet this was his dream role. "When I first stepped onstage when I was seven, this part was my destiny," he says.

In this retooled version of Leiren-Young's one-act "Shylock," Rubinek is playing a version of himself. The show constantly blurs lines by working in many real details of Rubinek's family history (his father acted in the Yiddish theater) and his screen credits, including a stint on "Frasier."

Authenticity, that most abused of words, is a recurring theme in "Playing Shylock" -- down to having Saul push the debatable theory that Edward de Vere wrote many of the plays attributed to Shakespeare. But the show, which is directed by Martin Kinch, is unable to gather its collection of repetitive digressions into a dramatically sustained narrative.

Saul says he wants Jewish actors not just to play Shylock but to do so without erasing the character's Jewishness. This seems to tap into discussions about whether Jewish actors should be given priority in portraying culturally and socially important Jewish roles. A couple of years ago, for example, Jennifer Apple, from "Hannah Senesh," criticized the casting of a non-Jewish actress as Fanny Brice, the protagonist of the bio-musical "Funny Girl," in a national tour.

Saul brings up the series "The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel" (in which Rubinek played a Catskills resort's camp director); that show was both praised for its depiction of Jewish life in midcentury New York and criticized for casting a non-Jewish actor in the title role. Saul understands the importance of identity-based casting but also equivocates. "Needing to be the character you play ... is that still acting?" he wonders. "Acting is 'appropriation.' We take on other lives. Other stories."

If anything, this only underlines the futility of some absolutes, or perhaps their danger: When does a role slide into a type, then into a stereotype? Who gets to define a type anyway, and to what ends it is wielded?

At the end of the show, Saul reflects that "Maybe there'll always be someone in every audience who looks at Shylock and says: 'Yeah, that's a Jew. That's what Jews are like. They're all Shylocks. Kill them all.'" Then he performs some of Shylock's lines in Yiddish. His fury melds into emotion, and I was ready to see Rubinek to tackle a full production of "Merchant."

If "Playing Shylock" toys with the fourth wall, Torrey Townsend's "Jewish Plot" (at Theater 154 through Nov. 9) dynamites it into smoking rubble.

Madeline Weinstein and Neil D'Astolfo in "Jewish Plot," at Theater 154. The playwright Torrey Townsend, our critic writes, seems to be exorcising his conflicted feelings about his Jewishness, Ken Yotsukura


Townsend's previous caustic comedies made theater itself their subject matter: "The Workshop" (2017) was about a playwriting seminar; "Off Broadway" (2021), about a nonprofit acting company. His latest is very meta as well, but it is also chaotic, in turns entrancing and stultifying.

Sarah Hughes's production begins by informing audience members that they're about to watch a staging of the (fictional) "Jewish Plot; or, The Semite of Mayfair," which apparently is the rare Victorian play that "deals with anti-Semitism." We are also warned that the actors are going to use period-appropriate heightened gestures.

Since parts of the old script are missing, we are told that Townsend filled in the blanks himself. About halfway through, the new material takes over, much of it read by Madeline Weinstein as Townsend's avatar, while the other actors -- who include Eddie Kaye Thomas, from the "American Pie" franchise -- mill around awkwardly.

As far as I could tell, Townsend is exorcising his conflicted feelings about his Jewishness, exacerbated by the war in Gaza and the part his family played in the Zionism movement of the mid-20th century -- his grandfather Meyer Steinglass was a publicity director for Israel Bonds.

He's also struggling with how to handle the subjects that are expected of him as a Jewish writer -- "have fun too don't be angry this is theater it's not an attack," is the unofficial directive. (Watch for swipes at the playwright Joshua Harmon and the comedian Alex Edelman, among others.) The show goes on and on, exhausting and frustrating, until Townsend's psyche seems to fracture completely.

The conclusion can be seen as hopeless, if only because it posits that there are no good answers. At the same time, theater's role is not to provide neat outcomes where there are none. These three shows, all flawed in very different ways, left me frustrated, ambivalent and often puzzled, but also thinking. We could use more of that these days.
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'Predator: Badlands' Review: It Lives!

The latest installment from the director of "Prey" finds a Predator and an android played by Elle Fanning teaming up against some big baddies.

In "Predator: Badlands," Dimitrius Schuster-Koloamatangi plays Dek as a renegade hero with sensitivities and ambitions beyond bloodlust. 20th Century Studios



By Manohla Dargis



Nov 06, 2025 at 10:02 AM

You don't expect a meet-cute in a "Predator" movie, but that's just one of the surprises in this latest edition. Space is the place in "Predator: Badlands," specifically a planet where an android researcher, Thia (a delightful Elle Fanning), meets Dek (Dimitrius Schuster-Koloamatangi), a Predator who's on the hunt. He's tall, has fearsome mandibles and a face to match. She's bubbly, talkative and has been severed in two, leaving her upper half stuck in a nest and her lower half M.I.A. He frees her and promptly hauls her off on an odyssey filled with dangers, including from a venal corporation, the gold standard in contemporary villainy.

Three years ago, the writer-director Dan Trachtenberg pumped new red and acid-green blood into the "Predator" franchise with the kinetic thriller "Prey." Set in 1719 in the Northern Great Plains, that movie is essentially a stripped-down underdog story in which a Comanche heroine with an adorable pooch and serious tomahawk skills goes up against a Predator, an extraterrestrial that's hunting humans. Streamlined and tense, "Prey" expanded the series' overarching timeline with a story of anticolonial resistance. Trachtenberg sweetened the whole thing with the usual violence but also by incorporating elemental satisfactions like distinct characters, visual coherency, modulated pacing and even beauty.

"Prey" was a shrewd shift for this franchise, which began in 1987 with "Predator." Enjoyably blunt and absurd, the inaugural film introduced its title enigma -- a far-out alien with Rasta-esque dreads, exotic tech and a thirst for trophies -- and the hunting narrative that became the series' template. Set in a Central American rainforest, the original hunt pits a lone Predator against assorted hardbodies led by Arnold Schwarzenegger's and Carl Weathers's bros-in-arms. Part of the movie's appeal is its purity. It doesn't search for meaning yet nonetheless finds it by distilling the ethos of hypermasculine American warrior cinema of the period into homosocial bonding, bulging muscles, macho posturing and totalizing violence.

With "Predator: Badlands," Trachtenberg continues to expand the series by flipping the customary antagonist role of its unfriendly beings, also called Yautja, and establishing Dek as a renegade hero with sensitivities as well as ambitions beyond deboning prey and even his own language (created by Britton Watkins). It's Trachtenberg's third contribution to the series, following "Predator: Killer of Killers," an unspeakably ugly animated feature that leaps across time, from the ninth century onward. (It started streaming in June.) "Badlands" is entirely watchable, even if it also features some similarly unfortunate-looking visuals, most ominously in an opening fight inside a cave that introduces Dek in his embattled element.

Once Dek exits the cavern, "Badlands" improves considerably. In short order, he crash-lands on the planet, meets some amusingly hostile snaky vines and then finds Thia, who brightly chatters her way into his gruff graces by pointing out her utility. He initially carries her like a suitcase then straps her to his back, creating a dynamic that Trachtenberg exploits thematically and humorously. Dek and Thia seem like opposites, yet while he's tough, he also has issues; her initial defenselessness, in turn, makes her as dependent on him as a newborn. The characters' vulnerabilities shrewdly ingratiate them into your sympathies in a movie that, scene by scene, conversation by conversation, insistently humanizes the nonhuman.


Written by Patrick Aison ("Prey"), "Badlands" tracks Dek and Thia on an episodic journey filled with wittily designed snapping and swooping threats, oh my. At times, the planet seems like a bizarro Pandora, the otherworldly orb in "Avatar," while an action scene includes a nod at "Aliens." (James Cameron inspired the mandibles in Stan Winston's original Yautja creature design.) In classic genre fashion, the filmmakers here are refreshing the franchise with both new ideas and elements from older installments and other touchstones, from the beast in "King Kong" to the flowers in "The Wizard of Oz" and the corporate evildoers in the "Alien" cycle. (That series and "Predator" have been combined for some monster mash-ups.)

In the end, what is most surprising about "Predator: Badlands" is also the most obvious, which is that filmmaking matters even to formulaic, apparently indestructible franchises. From one angle, it seems improbable that anything more could be wrung from a warhorse of a series like this one, which includes some risibly shoddy movies that are perhaps best enjoyed in an altered state. Yet: It lives! That's partly because of the staying power of its pop-iconic characters, which have inspired those filmmakers who are smart about genre. The machine world in "Predator: Badlands" -- including its nonhuman protagonists -- points to an ever-nearer future that's spooky, even if, for now at least, it is still the people who make it work.

Predator: Badlands
Rated PG-13. Bloodless violence. Running time: 1 hour 47 minutes. In theaters.
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Critic's Pick


'Peter Hujar's Day' Review: Tell Me Everything

Ben Whishaw and Rebecca Hall invigorate this experimental look at a gifted New York photographer.

Rebecca Hall and Ben Whishaw in "Peter Hujar's Day." Janus Films



By Jeannette Catsoulis



Nov 06, 2025 at 10:02 AM

A quintessentially American movie starring two splendid British actors, "Peter Hujar's Day" resists categorization. Neither biopic nor strictly documentary, this backward glance at the New York City art scene of the 1970s flirts with both genres before creating its own. The result is a charming experiment that should delight those who like their pleasures both nostalgic and voyeuristic.

And maybe a little bit sad. There might be only two characters onscreen, but the ghosts of the celebrated and the gone-too-soon haunt every frame. Developed from a transcript of a 1974 interview by the writer Linda Rosenkrantz, an obsessive chronicler of communication, and her close friend the noted photographer Peter Hujar, the film vividly conjures a time when cheap rents allowed art of all kinds to flourish. Curious as to how other artists spent their time, Rosenkrantz (played by an elegantly poised Rebecca Hall) planned a book that would document some of her friends' daily activities.


The book never materialized. What did show up was Hujar's transcript, picked up in a Paris bookstore by the filmmaker Ira Sachs. The resulting movie shows Hujar (a fabulous Ben Whishaw) narrating the previous day's events while Rosenkrantz tapes him, interjecting now and then with questions and casual comments. Veering from the trivial (running errands, napping) to the consequential (an assignment to photograph the poet Allen Ginsberg for The New York Times), Hujar's monologue is astoundingly detailed and wonderfully evocative.

Set entirely in Rosencrantz's Manhattan apartment (with brief detours to street and rooftop), "Peter Hujar's Day" is by turns languid, funny, tender and endearing. Free of flashbacks or distracting re-enactments, the movie forces focus on Whishaw's naturalistic delivery and fluid body language as the two drift from living-room to bedroom, accompanied by Mozart on the soundtrack and an endless supply of cigarettes. Carefully posed shots of the actors, like images intended for a movie poster, pause the film's flow and draw attention to its theatricality.

At the time of the interview, Hujar (who died in 1987 of AIDS-related pneumonia at age 53) was just beginning to be widely noticed, and he comes across here as gentle, playful and candidly self reflective. Whether bemused by Ginsberg's rundown tenement apartment and hostility to portrait photography, or bemoaning the difficulty of getting paid -- precarious finances are a repeated refrain -- Hujar maintains an easy, gossipy tone that speaks to the warmth between him and Rosenkrantz. This closeness is emphasized by Alex Ashe's gracious photography, and by creative staging that suggests a mutual, platonic affection.

Beautifully performed and lovingly assembled, "Peter Hujar's Day" bookmarks a moment when a pack of cigarettes cost 56 cents and being gay could cost you far more. In its attention to the quotidian routines familiar to us all, the movie finds meaning in the mundane, showing how the most ordinary events -- like, in Hujar's case, a phone call from Susan Sontag -- can one day add up to an extraordinary life.

Peter Hujar's Day
Not rated. Running time: 1 hour 16 minutes. In theaters.
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Critic's Pick


'Caterpillar' Review: Risking Their Sight to be Seen Anew

The latest documentary from Liza Mandelup ("Jawline") concerns a man who seeks to change the color of his eyes -- permanently.

David Taylor, the subject of the documentary "Caterpillar." Good Deed Entertainment



By Ben Kenigsberg



Nov 06, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Liza Mandelup's excellent, disconcerting documentary "Jawline" (2019) explored the world of teenage live-broadcasting influencers and the moneymaking apparatus around them. Her follow-up, "Caterpillar," is also to some degree about a social-media subculture. It involves people who travel abroad to get cosmetic iris implants -- that is, to change the color of their eyes. Generally, online testimonials have enticed them.

These implants are not approved for cosmetic use in the United States, because their risks include irreversible vision loss and blindness. The film raises at least two interrelated questions: How many dangers do you have to, ahem, look away from to undergo such a procedure? And is it really worth jeopardizing your sight to change how others see you?


Mandelup's subject is David Taylor, a Miami man who at the movie's start is nearing 50 and describes having had a tough life, including what he calls having "to be in the street." He is biracial and says he faced racism within his family for his darker complexion. Now he wants lighter eyes. "Caterpillar" shows him interacting with his mother, and we see the tension between them. With less-than-ideal sensitivity, she recounts the shock she had when David told her he was gay.

The film follows David to India, where he and his fellow patients seem to rationalize their misgivings. (When one woman asks a doctor if he would ever get the procedure himself, he answers with a simple "no.") Some of what Mandelup captures is the result of sharp observation, and some of it is incredible chance. This is not the sort of treatment for which you want to hear, afterward, about a mistake with the implants' packaging.

Caterpillar
Not rated. Running time: 1 hour 51 minutes. In theaters.
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'Belen' Review: An Eye-Opening but Rote Courtroom Thriller

The actor-director Dolores Fonzi chronicles the battle to legalize abortion in Argentina through the real-life story of a woman's wrongful imprisonment.

Camila Plaate in "Belen." Amazon MGM Studios



By Beatrice Loayza



Nov 06, 2025 at 10:01 AM

A courtroom thriller with an activist's beating heart, "Belen" centers on two women without whom the legalization of abortion in Argentina, in 2020, might not have happened: Julieta (Camila Plaate), a young woman who is imprisoned after suffering a miscarriage; and Soledad Deza (Dolores Fonzi, who also directs), the impassioned attorney who takes on her case. To protect her anonymity during the high-profile court battle, Julieta takes on the moniker Belen -- a name that comes to symbolize the reproductive rights movement that this real-life drama chronicles with moderately engaging efficiency.

In the tense opener, Julieta stumbles into the emergency room with stomach pain, but ends up losing her baby without realizing she was pregnant in the first place. When the cops storm in and accuse Julieta of performing an abortion on herself, the doctors are all too willing to collaborate. Fonzi captures these exchanges with dizzying speed as, in her delirious state, Julieta goes quickly from patient to murder suspect at risk of spending the rest of her life in jail.


The righteous fury over Julieta's ordeal is embodied by Soledad, who goes on to play detective with her wry bestie (Laura Paredes, who wrote the script with Fonzi) and uncovers a vast conspiracy to incriminate Julieta: She is initially paired with a notoriously lousy public attorney; her file is locked away, covered in red tape; and the judge overseeing her case is much too eager to delay each step of the trial.

Aided by a team of feminist colleagues, Soledad takes the case public, risking her safety and reputation as she contends with Argentina's deeply entrenched anti-abortion conservatism. Tracking the rise of what would come to be known as the Green Wave movement in support of women's bodily autonomy -- which began in Argentina and inspired similar movements throughout Latin America -- the film weaves a surprising amount of history into a procedural framework. It's eye-opening, even though it's hitting the same old beats.

Belen
Rated R for bloody pregnancy imagery, police intimidation and protest violence. In Spanish, with subtitles. Running time: 1 hour 45 minutes. In theaters.
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'Sarah's Oil' Review: The Little Drilling Rig That Could

A young Black girl learns that her land allotment is rich with oil in this story that aspires to teach us a lesson about white predation.

Naya Desir-Johnson as Sarah Rector in "Sarah's Oil." Shane Brown/Amazon MGM Studios



By Natalia Winkelman



Nov 06, 2025 at 05:00 PM

In the early 1900s, a young girl named Sarah Rector inherited a plot of land from the Oklahoma government. The parcel, allotted to her under the Treaty of 1866 as a Black grandchild of Creek Indians, turned out to be rich with oil. John D. Rockefeller's Standard Oil Company set up shop on the acreage, and Rector became a millionaire.

"Sarah's Oil," directed by Cyrus Nowrasteh, packages this obscure piece of petroleum history into what it hopes is an uplifting drama. It opens as Sarah (Naya Desir-Johnson), a spunky youngster, accepts the deed and declares her conviction that oil flows beneath her land. Entertaining her hunch, Sarah's father, Joe (Kenric Green), helps her strike a deal to sink an exploratory well on the property. Sarah also teams up with Bert (Zachary Levi), a quippy wildcatter who acts as a buffer against the predatory oil moguls trying to swindle her.


A David and Goliath story with big feelings, edifying speeches and a swelling score, "Sarah's Oil" is a movie that will surprise nobody. Viewers might even make out a regressive strain reinforcing the feel-good mood: Let alone the incidental worship of fossil fuel -- at one point, Sarah frolics in slow motion under a showering oil gusher -- the movie's emotional core is a Black girl's belief in her white protector. Even as Bert proves less trustworthy than he seemed, he still emerges as a hero, shedding a sympathetic tear while vocalizing his lessons learned and prejudices overcome.

Sarah's Oil
Rated PG. Running time: 1 hour 43 minutes. In theaters.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/06/movies/sarahs-oil-review.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




'Modi' Review: 3 Days in the Life of Modigliani

The movie, directed by Johnny Depp, adapted from a play by Dennis McIntyre, follows the artist fleeing the police, in Paris.

Riccardo Scamarcio as Amedeo Modigliani in "Modi," directed by Johnny Depp. Modi Production Ltd/Vertical



By Glenn Kenny



Nov 06, 2025 at 10:02 AM

The writer Gustave Flaubert once counseled fellow creatives, "Be regular and orderly in your life, so that you may be violent and original in your work." A brief survey of the history of the arts suggests that this advice is not heeded regularly.

In the opening minutes of "Modi," the title character, the Italian painter and sculptor Amedeo Modigliani, is depicted standing atop a table at an exclusive Paris restaurant, insulting a general and his wife, before falling through a stained-glass window out into the street. The picture shifts to black and white, and in silent-film-style the artist flees the cops, darting around the columns on the sidewalk of the Rue de Rivoli. Even if you know nothing of the actual life of Modigliani, whose distinctive portraits of (mostly) long-necked women with haunted eyes enhance art museums the world over, you can sense he's not long for this world.


As its title states, this movie, directed by Johnny Depp and adapted from a play by Dennis McIntyre, takes in three days of the artist's life, but they're crucial ones, as he goes into frenzied easel activity, hoping to finish and sell some paintings to satisfy his debts while he's on the run. The movie makes cartoons out of his comrades Chaim Soutine and Maurice Utrillo, perhaps the better to render Modigliani that much more manly.

The energetic and arguably strenuous performance by the lead actor, Riccardo Scamarcio, is something of a flex, to be sure. And just in case he's not putting across enough of a tortured artist effect, Depp shows his character having a nervous breakdown in the street accompanied first by the Velvet Underground's "The Black Angel's Death Song" and then Tom Waits's "Tom Traubert's Blues."

Modi
Not rated. Running time: 1 hour 48 minutes. In theaters.
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'Christy' Review: The Lady in Pink? She Packs a Fierce Punch

The ring is a treacherous place to be, but for this boxer, the living room held the greater threat of terror.

Sydney Sweeney as the title character in "Christy," a film directed by David Michod. Eddy Chen/Black Bear



By Lisa Kennedy



Nov 06, 2025 at 10:02 AM

The most brutal moments in "Christy" -- the biopic about the boxer Christy Martin, played by Sydney Sweeney -- don't take place in a ring. Instead, one unfolds early on at a dining table in West Virginia, where a mother's shame about her daughter's sexuality poisons a meal. The other unfurls when -- after a career that would land Martin on the cover of Sports Illustrated -- marital menace turns to staggering violence in the Florida ranch home of Martin and her manager-husband, Jim (Ben Foster).

This fierce contest of genres -- in this corner, sports-saga triumph; in this corner, too-real female endangerment -- is the director David Michod's point. With a mix of ferocity and finesse, Martin, clad in pink satin trunks and nicknamed "The Coal Miner's Daughter," finds her self-determination in the ring. ("I think I found my thing," she sweetly raves on the phone to her soon-to-be ex-girlfriend.) Outside of it, she's is increasingly controlled by Jim Martin, who began as her grudging trainer.

Perhaps foreshadowing what's to come, the two meet ugly. As a high school athlete, Christy won a Toughman Contest in West Virginia, and a promoter approached her about working with Martin in Tennessee. When Christy (nee Salters) arrives at the boxing gym in Tennessee, her mother and Pomeranian dog in tow, Martin whisper-instructs another boxer to hurt her. "Huh," he says watching from ringside after Christy decks the sparring partner.

It's just the first in a career of knockouts. And at times, the film seems to revisit each of them through the sports film's bread and butter: montages and thumping music. To his credit, Michod seldom resorts to slow-motion, in-the-ring close-ups, instead letting the hectic, brute energy of the fights rule the scenes.


In the tradition of Robert De Niro ("Raging Bull") and Will Smith ("Ali"), Sweeney bulked up to play the pugilist, who boxed as a 5'4" super welterweight. A practitioner of MMA fighting and grappling, Sweeney also did her own stunts. She settles into Christy's heft but never overthinks her character, whose innate skills are decades ahead of her self-esteem. Jim Martin, too, operates on instinct. An amalgam of chauvinistic contempt and clumsy calculation, he sports a paunch, thinning hair and leisure couture. It's hardly a surprise when Jim, 25 years older, pits Christy's love of women against her love of the sport.

The writing was a collaborative effort by Michod and Mirrah Foulkes, a couple. The movie treats sport as the cultural microcosm it so often is. As her win total rises, Christy's trash talk gets bolder: launching a homophobic jab here, a misogynistic hook there. Part of this is calibrated performance: what she believes she must do to have a career. But Christy's judgmental and later complicit mother and loving, passive father (Ethan Embry) make her feel like being a lesbian isn't an option.

Part-way through a film that at more than two hours goes a few rounds too long, a career-altering, landmark meeting of Christy, Jim and the fight promoter Don King (Chad Coleman, having too much fun) acts as a wink shared with the audience: King, too, knows what type of man Jim is. Who knew Don King might become a feminist-adjacent avatar? Huh.

Christy
Rated R for language, violence, bloody images, some drug use and sexual material. Running time: 2 hours 15 minutes. In theaters.
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'Nuremberg' Review: Inside the Nazi Mind

This movie starring Rami Malek and Russell Crowe looks back at the trials and a psychiatrist who evaluated the defendants.

Rami Malek as the psychiatrist Douglas Kelley in "Nuremberg."  Scott Garfield/Sony Pictures Classics



By Ben Kenigsberg



Nov 06, 2025 at 10:02 AM

The principal psychological contest in "Nuremberg," a drama about the Nazi war crimes trials, takes place not in the courtroom but in a jail, where an American psychiatrist, Douglas Kelley (Rami Malek), tries to pick the brains of the defendants.

Officially, Kelley, a U.S. Army major, has the task of ensuring that these members of the Nazi elite remain mentally fit for trial. But he also has a professional interest in understanding how their minds work. "If we could psychologically define evil, we could make sure something like this never happens again," he excitedly explains to an interpreter, Sgt. Howard Triest (Leo Woodall).

But what Kelley finds, to his surprise, is that the Nazis aren't unusual from a psychiatric perspective -- that the horrors they perpetrated cannot be blamed on a uniquely German mass psychosis. Kelley even finds himself beginning to like Hermann Goering (Russell Crowe), Hitler's second-in-command, who explicitly confides in him as a friend.


Goering is likely playing his own mind games, knowing that Kelley is torn between his duty as a soldier -- to divulge information to the prosecutors -- and his duty as a doctor, to maintain his patients' privacy. Only in the film's centerpiece, when Goering shields his eyes with sunglasses during a courtroom screening of concentration camp footage, does Kelley seem to realize what a monster he has warmed to.

Stanley Kramer's "Judgment at Nuremberg" (1961), based on later trials, relied on purely fictional characters to make its points. The ostensibly more responsible "Nuremberg" uses real names and places, but it leans on contrivances so heavily it might as well have gone the Kramer route. That's a disappointment, because the movie was written and directed by James Vanderbilt, the screenwriter of "Zodiac," adapting a book by Jack El-Hai. That 2007 film streamlined a complicated set of personalities and facts into a thrilling procedural. "Nuremberg" struggles to make dramatic sense of an even denser mass of material.

Instead, we get egregiously undisguised exposition ("Jesus Christ, that's Hermann Goering!" an American says when Goering pulls up in a Mercedes and surrenders in the opening scene); characters conveniently forgetting their obligations (Kelley drunkenly blabs his doubts about the prosecution's abilities to a journalist); and basic information, like Triest's identity as a German-born Jew, being withheld until Vanderbilt can deploy it as a surprise.

The other main thread follows the Supreme Court Justice Robert H. Jackson (Michael Shannon, in the film's least embarrassing performance), who served as the chief prosecutor for the United States, and his efforts to establish a legal basis for the tribunal. The scene in which he personally accuses Pope Pius XII of hypocrisy to pressure him into supporting the trials is just one of many interludes that strain credulity, at least as played.

And while the real Jackson is often said to have had trouble pinning down Goering during cross-examination, even a cursory glance at the real-life transcript reveals that what took place was not as hapless as what transpires onscreen. Fortunately, Jackson has the British prosecutor David Maxwell-Fyfe (Richard E. Grant) to bail him out. "I couldn't beat him -- not without help," Jackson tells Kelley after the Goering ordeal. Evidently, as this muddled movie tells it, the climactic lesson of the Nuremberg trials was that America had a friend, too.

Nuremberg
Rated PG-13. Footage and descriptions of Nazi atrocities. Running time: 2 hours 28 minutes. In theaters.
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Art Review


Design or Art? Both. At the 'Salon' Fair, 6 Ways to See Why.

The most thematically permissive fair in New York's art schedule -- where sofas compete with paintings and sculptures -- brings up old questions about why we like objects.

A late-19th-century mask from the Yup'ik culture of Alaska, at the Carlo Bella booth.



By Walker Mimms



Nov 06, 2025 at 05:33 PM

Is good design timeless? The Salon Art + Design fair at the Park Avenue Armory in Manhattan would seem to say yes, with its many contemporary works that  talk with age-old visual trends.

Now in its 14th year, the fair  runs until Nov. 10. It offers an often eye-commanding, if unsure, mixture of the two categories in its title. Art (things we look at) and design (things we use) aren't segregated here. Nor must they be.

Across 47 exhibitors, you'll find a big-tent variety, from the sixth-century Constantinople Omega table in stone, displayed as an upright tableau at Ariadne (Booth C1), to the improbably cinematic bronze-cast mini bar from Paul Evans in the 1960s, over at Milord Antiques (D4). The feel is a more permissive, more willfully sleek version of The Art Show, the antiques fair that runs at the same venue each January.

Ariadne, an antiquities dealer, features the Omega Table, a marble table from the fifth to sixth century A.D. with an elegant scooped groove outline that interprets the letter from the Greek alphabet. via Ariadne


This year's Salon skews post-1850. (Though don't forget Carole Davenport Japanese Art (D8). Design-wise, there are few descendants of that laboratory of German design efficiency, the Bauhaus.

Instead, "art" wins out -- thanks in part to 11 installations straight from designers, rather than from dealers. It's a museumy touch from Nicky Dessources, now in her second year as director.

If you attend, expect some returns to almost unusable displays of baroqueness, like the spiky-furry chair at De La Vega Designs (H6) that might have pleased Cruella de Vil. And expect to question what we mean by "design." Here are six themes that kept me wondering:

Human Faces, Through Time and Space

From James Stephenson African Art, a large 19th-century female figure from the Ivory Coast. via James Stephenson African Art


Scientists call it pareidolia when we see ourselves in everyday objects. At Carlo Bella (D13) two late-19th-century masks from the Yup'ik culture of Alaska, designed to hang in ceremonial homes, make clear how easy it is. The frowny face is defined by a deep-carved "V" brow, the happy one by an "M." How emotive just a few clean bevels of wood can be. Efficiency-wise, not a far cry from the big-beaked monkey mask and the deep eye-socketed hunter's mask, both from Mali, on view at Misgana African Art (A7), a strong new dealer this year.

Carved in-the-round, and more photographically faithful, is a tall ceremonial nude in wood at James Stephenson African Art (A7), by the Lagoon peoples of the Ivory Coast. Life-size and jet black, with pearl inlay eyes, scarification bumps and a look of almost blase duty, she is one of the unmissable pieces at Salon. She could be the half sister of the Paul Rochell nude, a plaster from 1930s France, over at Maison Gerard (A11). Both even bend their left arms as if to scratch the same itch.

Bulls and China Shops

An aluminum silver bull by a reproduction firm that 3-D scanned an alabaster figurine from ancient Greece. via Antico Contempo


From circa second-century B.C. Greece, an alabaster bull about the size of a house cat is the gem of Phoenix Ancient Art (B7). He is dense with muscle, ready for the butcher, and it's telling to me that Phoenix has split its booth with Antico Contempo, a reproduction firm that 3-D scanned this bull, cast him in aluminum and displayed him on the opposite wall, along with other modern interpretations of antiquity.

If you needed even further reminding that past is present, go to Helicline Fine Art (D6) for the small bronze cast of "Riders of the Elements," Chester Beach's 40-foot fountain for the 1939 New York World's Fair. It was an allegory for the history of transportation, depicting a pileup of sea, ground and air crafts, spiraling upward among horses and their human riders -- a sort of industrial take on Rome's Trevi Fountain. Helicline recently commissioned this bronze from Beach's surviving plaster maquette. Along with two paintings from the 1939 Fair, the trio is an advertisement for Helicline's collection of artifacts from that event of Depression-era techno-optimism. It is for sale as a 1,000-piece lot.

Or, China Shops and Bulls?

Anna Volkova's "The Sleeping Garden," a photo-real sculptural take on Dutch floral still life, made of tissue-thin glazed and fired porcelain. via Mia Karlova Galerie


Ceramics give the most "antique" flavor in this fair, and the one most consciously imbued with modern attitude. At Shoshana Wayne Gallery (D2), Jiha Moon's vases piled up with little ceramic banana peels (rotten) and pot stickers, then glazed, are oddly beguiling, if attention-grabbingly cynical.

As is the ornate tureen by Sunshine Thacker at the Female Design Council (H1), a take on the traditional tromp-l'oeil seafood china you find at the Metropolitan Museum, with a line from Seinfeld's Soup Nazi, "No Soup For You," on its lid.

For a breath of sincerity, at Mia Karlova Galerie (C5), find Anna Volkova's staggering photo-real sculptural take on Dutch floral still life, made of tissue-thin glazed and fired porcelain tulips, dahlias and other blossoms in a Delftware vase.

Classical Redux

Manolo Valdes, "Menina," a sculptural abstraction of one of Diego Velazquez's "ladies-in-waiting, circa 2000. via Opera Gallery; Photo by Todd White


Elsewhere, the copies themselves are the artifacts. What is old, and what new? The parlor screen of intersecting planes at Sceners Gallery (A3) was designed in the 1930s by Jean Dunand. The screen was only realized in the 1980s, and visually it belongs as much to that Memphis-obsessed era as to its Deco origins.

At Opera Gallery (A4) find the sculptural abstraction of one of Diego Velazquez's "Meninas," or ladies-in-waiting, by the Spanish artist Manolo Valdes. Jigsawed together circa 2000 from rough blocks of wood, it chimes to Valdes's enormous bronze take on the Spanish painter at the corner of Park Avenue and 79th Street. It is also an exercise, with its helmet-hair and hoop-dress forms, in how much you can pare away from an old master while still retaining recognition.

"The Proposal," by August Biehle, circa 1928, gouache on board, at Bernard Goldberg FIne Arts.  via Bernard Goldberg Fine Arts, LLC


Now find two psychedelic gouache sketches at Bernard Goldberg Fine Arts, LLC (D1). Black-light posters from a 1960s head shop? Unseen Aubrey Beardsleys from the 1890s? Neither. They are conjurings from the Gatsby era by August Biehle  of the Cleveland School, and lovely glimpses of American decadence and sensuality. A third Biehl here, a sketch for a faux-stained glass lunette dominated by parrots, is all that's left from an important mural he painted at Lakewood Schools in Ohio during the Depression.

Stylish Distress

At Galerie Gmurzynska, Louise Nevelson's "Untitled," 1957, paper and wood collage on board. via Galerie Gmurzynska


Like torn jeans of the 1990s runway, the enormous rusticated mirrors by Cimone Kind Berman, at Wexler Gallery (C6), seem a little needless. Until you sidle up to the many colors and textures Berman pulls from these panes with her chemicals. They recall the time-stained pier glass of historic homes, with a chromatic variety that age alone couldn't have given.

The small torn paper and plywood collages of Louise Nevelson, at Galerie Gmurzynska (B5), are mistakable for discarded packaging until you see their humor and subtle sweetness. Quite unlike the bossy black towers of her renown, a few of which are also here: the "cityscapes" she made from printer's type cases.

Chairs, Chairs, Everywhere ...

Max Lamb, "Box Chair," 2025, cardboard, wheat paste. via Tom Wright Penguins Egg Studio


... but not a seat to sit. A chair is a manifesto for a designer. Here, many are overstuffed, Instagrammable settees better suited to watching Netflix in. But the British designer Max Lamb, by welcome contrast, has stacked and sloppily lacquered pieces of cardboard into seats with a cleverness recalling the De Stijl school, at Gallery Fumi (B1). The delivery markings are still visible beneath Lamb's colors.

With the bigness of the furniture designer Joe Colombo, Ron Arad at Opera Gallery (A3) casts bulbous armchairs from tinted crystalline resin, in yellow and blue, but he leaves them provocatively full of cracks. They are a far cry from the two chairs by Fabio Lenci from the 1970s, again at Milord. Each is two walls of tempered glass spanned by a drawbridge of leather bolsters the shape of giant Tootsie Rolls. After an evening on your feet at the fair, how tempting.

Salon Art + Design

Through Monday,  Park Avenue Armory, 643 Park Avenue, Manhattan; thesalonny.com.
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Norman Rockwell's Family Condemns Homeland Security's Use of His Work

In a series of social media posts, the department used the artist's paintings to promote the Trump administration's anti-immigration agenda.

The Department of Homeland Security has increasingly used artistic works to advance its agenda on social media. OLIVIER DOULIERY/A.F.P. via Getty Images



By Reggie Ugwu



Nov 04, 2025 at 08:46 PM

Members of Norman Rockwell's family denounced the Department of Homeland Security's use of the artist's work in a series of social media posts that the family said misrepresented his beliefs.

The posts, made in recent months to the D.H.S.'s Facebook, Instagram and X accounts, paired some of Rockwell's well-known paintings of 20th-century Americans with nationalistic slogans such as "Protect our American way of life" and "DEFEND your culture," to promote the Trump administration's anti-immigration efforts.

In an opinion essay published Sunday in USA Today, Rockwell's son and other descendants wrote that the paintings had been used without the family's authorization and that the artist would be "devastated" to see his work "marshalled for the cause of persecution toward immigrant communities and people of color."

"We -- as his eldest son, grandchildren and great-grandchildren -- believe that now is the time to follow in his footsteps and stand for the values he truly wished to share with us and all Americans: compassion, inclusiveness and justice for all," they wrote.

The essay cited three posts -- one from August and two from September -- that featured paintings by Rockwell. In one, the caption "Protect our American way of life" runs under Rockwell's "Salute the Flag," a 1971 painting that depicts a multigenerational crowd of mostly white people gazing at a billowing American flag.

In another post, a 1923 painting of Daniel Boone as he appears in the reverie of a man working at a typewriter (titled "And Daniel Boone Comes to Life on the Underwood Portable") is captioned "Manifest Heroism."

A third post overlays Rockwell's 1946 painting depicting several men working on the Statue of Liberty's torch with the phrase "PROTECT your homeland DEFEND your culture" and the address of a U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services website.

Writing in USA Today, Rockwell's descendants pointed to a body of political work -- including his painting "The Problem We All Live With," which shows U.S. marshals escorting a young Ruby Bridges as she desegregates her New Orleans elementary school -- that belies his association with the mythology of a more racially homogeneous midcentury America.

"The scarcity of people of color in Rockwell's paintings has led those who are not familiar with his entire oeuvre to draw the conclusion that his vision was of a White America, free of immigrants and people of color," the descendants wrote. "But nothing could have been further from the truth."

A representative from the Department of Homeland Security responded to a request for comment on Tuesday with a link to a news release from August that accused the news media of insufficiently covering the crimes of illegal immigrants.

"Instead of telling these horrific and tragic stories," the release said, "the media chooses to write stories on how artists are not happy with our social media and claims of appealing to 'white identity.'"

As of Tuesday afternoon, the posts using the Rockwell paintings remained on the D.H.S.'s social media accounts.

The Rockwell family's objection to the posts is not the first time the department, under the Trump administration, has been criticized for using creative work to advance its policies.

Last month, one of the original art directors of the video game Halo called a post from the department featuring imagery and language from the game "absolutely abhorrent." In September, the comedian Theo Von successfully called on the department to take down a post that included a video clip of him, arguing that "when it comes to immigration, my thoughts and heart are a lot more nuanced than this video allows."

And in July, the family of Thomas Kinkade requested that the department take down a post featuring his painting "Morning Pledge," which depicts the raising of a U.S. flag in a small town. The D.H.S. had shared an image of the painting with the caption "Protect the Homeland."

Later that month, after the department posted an image of "American Progress," John Gast's 1872 portrayal of Manifest Destiny, with the caption "A Heritage to be proud of, a Homeland worth Defending," some scholars declared the post to be racist and historically inaccurate.
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Dancing in Costumes That Don't Want to Dance

A fashion designer and a choreographer created a work in which intentionally cumbersome garments lead and the dancers' movements follow.

Video: 



By Nina Siegal
Reporting from Amsterdam


Nov 05, 2025 at 10:02 AM

During a recent rehearsal at the Dutch National Opera and Ballet in Amsterdam, the dancer Matchima Josephine Flos was struggling to escape from an oversize peach-colored jumpsuit made of puffer fabric. She twisted, turned and pressed through the open neck until she finally emerged, like a butterfly from a chrysalis, wearing a sheer tulle gown.

Flos was rehearsing the opening of "Figure," a new dance piece created by the fashion designer Lisa Konno in collaboration with the choreographer Peter Leung, that tries to answer a simple question: What if choreography starts with the costumes?

The 45-minute work, performed by three dancers and three models, will have seven performances, from Thursday through Jan. 31, 2026, at the Dutch National Opera and Ballet's second stage, Studio Boekman, a space devoted to experimentation.

While typical dance costumes are designed for flexibility and to show off the dancer's body, Konno's fashions are intentionally cumbersome and restrictive. In addition to the big puffer jumpsuit, she has created knit bodysuits, masks and shoes made of fragile ceramics, and a ceramic hoop skirt, like an overturned bowl or a church bell.

The concept for the work "came out of my own love-hate relationship with fashion," Konno said in an interview.

The seamstress Mijntje van Duivenboden, left, and the fashion designer Lisa Konno, right, fit a costume for the dancer Matchima Josephine Flos. Ilvy Njiokiktjien for The New York Times

Flos during a rehearsal for "Figure," which premieres Thursday at the Dutch National Opera and Ballet. Ilvy Njiokiktjien for The New York Times


"I love clothes, I love textiles and I love making an image and making this dream world, but I hate the fashion system," she explained. "So I'm just constantly looking for ways to work with clothes as an artistic expression, but not make collections in this fashion system, which can oppress people and create unrealistic beauty standards."

Her idea was to create costumes for dance that were both visually appealing and challenging, and would make the audience think about how fashion influences how we move and how we feel about ourselves.

Choreographers tend to introduce costumes for the first time during dress rehearsals, just before a performance, but in this case, Konno asked Leung to use the garments as the starting point and to develop the movements with the dancers through experimentation.

Leung said he had enjoyed the idea of both playing with, and reacting against, the costumes' limitations.

"The challenge is that the material says, 'Do this,'" he said. "So what if we try not to do that?" By resisting that impulse, he added, "We're actually sculpting and crafting things together."

"Figure" unfolds over five acts reflecting different life stages for women, beginning with a symbolic birth in Act One -- Leung calls the section with the puffer costume the "organ fetus stage" -- and continuing through adolescence to old age. For each phase, Konno has created fashion pieces that are incrementally more fragile, by adding ceramic elements to the textiles.

"I love clothes, I love textiles and I love making an image and making this dream world, but I hate the fashion system," said Konno, left. Ilvy Njiokiktjien for The New York Times

"Figure" was a product of that love-hate relationship, Konno said. Ilvy Njiokiktjien for The New York Times


In the "adolescent phase," as Leung called it, the dancers wear knit leotards, gloves and leg warmers, to which Konno has attached small ceramic chimes. As the performers move, the ceramics clang and sometimes smash together, making both pleasant and cacophonous sounds.

As the dance progresses, the costumes become heavier and more difficult to move around in. In one part, the dancers wear ceramic shoes inspired by Japanese geta, the high-heeled wooden shoes traditionally worn by geishas.

"It's like a grandmother who still insists on wearing high heels, even though she can't really walk in them anymore," Konno said. "The intention is for it to look beautiful and tragic."

By the time the dancers wear the ceramic skirts in the final act, they cannot move their legs at all. "We decided to completely hold the two dancers in the big pieces, so they can't get out of them," Leung explained. "They're basically stuck." He added, "It is pure restriction."

Rachele Chinellato, one of the three dancers, said that she had to get used to the feeling of being immobilized by the ceramic skirt, and feeling almost "statue-like" at times.

"It's a bit like a 'pas de deux' with the costume," she said. "It's not just about you, creating beautiful movement because you need to look perfect and beautiful to watch. It's also about, 'How do I make this costume work?,' or to highlight all the possibilities of the costume. It's a nice way to let go of the ego that the dancer can sometimes have."

Flos rehearsing in one of Konno's costumes, which features fragile ceramic elements. Ilvy Njiokiktjien for The New York Times


Konno, who was raised in the Netherlands by a Dutch mother and a father who had immigrated from Japan, graduated from fashion design school in 2014, but found herself put off by some unethical business practices and the environmental waste associated with the industry.

Instead of following a traditional path toward designing a line of clothes for a brand, she started making one-off runway collections, mostly out of recycled fabrics. For her 2015 Amsterdam Fashion Week debut, for example, she made a collection, called "For The Workers," out of repurposed strips of men's dress shirts, which she called an "antisweatshop statement."

Other collections have been presented at Paris Fashion Week and Tokyo Design Week, and in 2018, she won the young designer prize at the Dutch Design Awards.

In 2022, Konno began to explore the uses of ceramics in fashion during a creative residency in Arita, Japan, a town where porcelain tableware has been produced for the international market since the 16th century.

Back in the Netherlands, she developed her practice using larger kilns and staged a debut exhibition called "The Porcelain Body" at the Museum JAN in Amstelveen, just outside Amsterdam, presenting creations that, according to the museum, "stand somewhere in between garment and sculpture."

With "Figure," her first foray into dance, Konno is putting her designs in motion. A few days before the first performance, Leung and Konno were still experimenting in the studio with Flos, trying different approaches to her escape from the puffer jumpsuit.

"We're basically trying to make the material come alive, so that it feels like it's undulating and organic and moving," Leung said. "We're trying to find a way that the material is actually her body. Or so that it's not her body -- it's her."
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Times Insider


A Journalist Who Wants You to Love Baking

Vaughn Vreeland, a 32-year-old pie enthusiast who loves ascots and cowboy boots, recently started a baking newsletter and video series, "Bake Time."

Baking may not be a cake walk, but mistakes are often delicious, according to Vaughn Vreeland.



By Sarah Bahr



Nov 07, 2025 at 08:00 AM

Times Insider explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.

Vaughn Vreeland's oven in his apartment is so small that he has to adapt cookie recipes to fit on a quarter sheet pan, which is half the size of one you might find in a normal oven.

"That can be very frustrating," said Mr. Vreeland, 32, a writer and video journalist for New York Times Cooking But he's been making it work.

He grew up baking with his grandmother and eventually found a summer job at a French bakery in his hometown, Raleigh, N.C. He later parlayed that into roles at BuzzFeed Tasty, where he produced cooking shows for YouTube, and then at The Times.

In September, he started a weekly baking newsletter and YouTube video series, "Bake Time," both free. The first edition featured his boozy apple crunch cake.

"The goal is to take the stress out of baking and just make it fun," said Mr. Vreeland, who has a new book out, "Cookies: The Best Recipes for the Perfect Anytime Treat." Last month, he also began a run as a judge on the Hallmark Channel's holiday baking competition, "Baked With Love: Holiday."

In an interview, he shared why he enjoys baking, his recipe-testing process and a piece of advice that changed his baking life. These are edited excerpts from the conversation.

Whom do you see as your audience for "Bake Time"?

People who see baking as a means of creative expression are my main audience. I also want to use this newsletter to reach folks who don't really love baking or who are frustrated by it, just as a way to make it fun. That's a big goal: It's like, "Hey, this thing that you usually find stressful is actually really fun and doesn't come with as many rules as you think it does."

What do you enjoy about baking?

I love art, and I love baking beautiful things. I love the aesthetics of a baked good. I like decorating things. I also really love how much baking is tied up in nostalgia.

I love how baking feels. I'm a control freak, and even though baking is such a precise thing, when something's in the oven, it's at the will of the oven -- which is at once terrifying and very exciting.

Who taught you to bake?

My grandma was a fantastic baker, and she instilled in me a love of baking as a way of sharing love with people. My mom was more of a creative force. She was the person who really encouraged me to not be afraid to make mistakes in the kitchen. Watching Food Network with her growing up was a huge catalyst, for both my love of baking and of being on camera.

How many times do you typically test recipes?

It really depends on the recipe. I'll probably make my Cookie Week recipe six or seven times before I send it off to a tester. Pies are more finicky. I worked on a big pie package last year, and I made each pie about 10 times.

How many hours per week would you estimate that you spend testing recipes?

Maybe 16 hours doing things for one recipe. Aside from actually testing the recipe, the thing that takes me the longest is cleaning up and doing the dishes.

What's a really simple baking tip that changed your life?

Baking doesn't have to be so scientific and scary. There are rules to baking, but you can color outside the lines more than you think. And if you make a mistake, usually it ends up being delicious.

Do you tweak your recipes in response to reader feedback?

There's a "Bake Time" email address -- baketime@nytimes.com -- so I try to respond to everybody. Sometimes people will say things, and I think, "You baked this thing for 30 extra minutes and it still wasn't done? That's impossible, because I made it at least 10 times, and that never happened with me." But if something's really egregious, we'll definitely take a look at it and maybe have it retested.

You're always very stylish. When did you become interested in fashion?

First of all, thank you! I've always been very interested in fashion, from a young age. When I was studying abroad in the south of France in college, I got the chance to go to Paris during Fashion Week. I snuck into a Fashion Week party, and that was when I was like, "Oh, my gosh, this world is so glamorous. I love it." But I didn't start honing my personal style until I moved to New York.

I live in a microstudio apartment with no oven. Do you have any baking advice for me?

Here's to making it work. Maybe get a little Breville countertop oven or something.
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Quote of the Day: For Some, Campaign Was a Salve for Loneliness

Nov 07, 2025 at 04:59 AM

"It's honestly what I would prescribe for the loneliness epidemic."

TAI FRIEDEN, 28, speaking at a Zohran Mamdani rally before the election. Members of Gen Z found the social connection they craved by volunteering for the mayoral campaign and hanging out with new people.
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Corrections: Nov. 7, 2025

Corrections that appeared in print on Friday, Nov. 7, 2025.

Nov 07, 2025 at 04:59 AM

NATIONAL

An article on Wednesday about Vanderbilt University establishing a satellite campus at the General Theological Seminary in New York City referred incorrectly to the Master of Divinity program at the seminary. It is currently among the largest Master of Divinity programs in an Episcopal seminary in the United States. It is not the largest priest training program in the Episcopal Church in the country.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.
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