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    No longer a prince, Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor gains a hyphen in his name




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Britain's Prince Andrew, left, and Britain's King Charles III leave after the Requiem Mass service for the Duchess of Kent at Westminster Cathedral in London, Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Joanna Chan, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- He's lost his titles, his house and his reputation, but the former Prince Andrew has gained a hyphen.
The disgraced royal is now known as Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor and not - as previously announced - Andrew Mountbatten Windsor.
The change makes the name's style conform to the double-barreled surname chosen by the late Queen Elizabeth II for her descendants 65 years ago.
It combines the royal family's name of Windsor, chosen by King George V in 1917, with Mountbatten, the surname of the queen's husband, Prince Philip.
The queen had initially decided to use Windsor alone, leading her husband to complain that he was the only man in England not allowed to give his children his name.
Elizabeth relented, and in an official declaration on Feb. 8, 1960 -- days before her son Andrew was born -- said: "My descendants other than descendants enjoying the style title or attribute of Royal Highness and the titular dignity of Prince or Princess and female descendants who marry and their descendants shall bear the name of Mountbatten-Windsor."

    
The hyphen has been added after palace officials studied the 1960 declaration.



    
        




    




King Charles III announced on Oct. 30 that he was removing his brother's titles and evicting him from his royal residence near Windsor Castle over his relationship with sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.

Pressure had been growing on the palace to oust the 65-year-old prince from his Royal Lodge home over new revelations about his friendship with Epstein and renewed attention on sexual abuse allegations by one of Epstein's victims, Virginia Roberts Giuffre, whose posthumous memoir was published last month.
The king went even further to punish Mountbatten-Windsor for serious lapses of judgment by removing the title of prince that he had held since birth.
Mountbatten-Windsor has always denied Giuffre's allegations.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/andrew-mountbatten-windsor-hyphen-royal-family-name-d539eec7b21fe80f7a30f22941eb6c55
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    Sotheby's says a diamond brooch lost by Napoleon as his forces fled Waterloo sells for $4.4 million




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A Sotheby's employee displays an old mine-cut diamond brooch or pendant owned by Emperor Napoleon I, circa 1810, during a preview at Sotheby's in Geneva, Switzerland, Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025. (Martial Trezzini/Keystone via AP)]
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[image: A Sotheby's employee displays a green beryl, over 132 carats, which Napoleon was said to have worn at his 1804 coronation, during a preview at Sotheby's in Geneva, Switzerland, Thursday Nov. 6, 2025. The jewel sold for a hammer price of 838,000 francs. (Martial Trezzini/Keystone via AP)]
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[image: A Sotheby's employee displays a green beryl, over 132 carats, which Napoleon was said to have worn at his 1804 coronation, and a diamond brooch once owned by emperor Napoleon, during a preview at Sotheby's in Geneva, Switzerland, Thursday Nov. 6, 2025. (Martial Trezzini/Keystone via AP)]
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- A diamond brooch that French emperor Napoleon lost while fleeing from the Battle of Waterloo in the early 19th century sold for more than 3.5 million Swiss francs (about $4.4 million) at a Geneva auction on Wednesday, Sotheby's said.
The brooch, which can also be worn as a pendant, features an oval diamond weighing over 13 carats surrounded by smaller cut diamonds. The sale price vastly outstripped the high end of the pre-sale estimate of 200,000 francs.
The hammer price was 2.85 million francs, excluding fees and other charges that were included in the final aggregate price. 
The circular jewel was found in a stash of Napoleon's personal belongings in carriages that got held up on muddy roads as he and his troops fled the Duke of Wellington's British forces and the Prussian army under Field Marshal von Blucher, Sotheby's said.

    
For more than two centuries, the jewels featured as part of heirlooms of the Prussian Royal House of Hohenzollern. Sotheby's did not disclose the identity of the seller, and said that the buyer was a "private collector."
Among dozens of lots on the block was a green beryl weighing over 132 carats, which Napoleon was said to have worn at his 1804 coronation. The jewel sold for a hammer price of 838,000 francs, or more than 17 times the high-end pre-sale estimate.



    
        




    




One diamond expert said the sale took on added allure in the wake of the much-ballyhooed robbery of Napoleonic jewels from the Louvre museum in Paris last month.

    
    
    
"Given the recent Louvre heist and the provenance of arguably the most famous French figure in history, I'm not surprised the jewel achieved a majestic 3.5 million francs," said Tobias Kormind, managing director of online jeweler 77 Diamonds. "The brooch arrives at a moment of renewed global fascination with Napoleonic jewels, and its story is irresistible."
Sotheby's also held a "high jewelry" auction on Wednesday, but before the start announced that the standout item -- a 10-carat pink diamond tentatively known as the "Glowing Rose" -- had been withdrawn. 

The auction house said later that the lot had been withdrawn "following discussions with the consignor," or owner, without elaborating. The gem had been expected to fetch about $20 million. Its owner was not identified.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/diamond-napoleon-waterloo-louvre-brooch-f14e16e07041d43afe18ff8a5507a3a0
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    Israel's president says 'shocking' settler violence against Palestinians must end




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Dozens of masked Israeli settlers attacked a pair of Palestinian villages in the occupied West Bank on Tuesday, setting fire to vehicles and other property before clashing with Israeli soldiers sent to halt the rampage, Israeli and Palestinian officials said. (AP video/Aref Tuffaha)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Israel's president and high-ranking military officials on Wednesday condemned attacks a day earlier by Jewish settlers against Palestinians in the West Bank, calling for an end to a growing wave of settler violence in the occupied territory.
President Isaac Herzog described the attacks as "shocking and serious," adding a rare and powerful voice to what has been muted criticism by top Israeli officials of the settler violence. Herzog's position, while largely ceremonial, is meant to serve as a moral compass and unifying force for the country.

    
Herzog said the violence committed by a "handful" of perpetrators "crosses a red line," adding in a social media post that "all state authorities must act decisively to eradicate the phenomenon." 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Palestinians survey damage in an industrial zone following an attack by Israeli settlers the previous day in the West Bank village of Beit Lid, near Tulkarm, Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)]
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His remarks, and those of two high-ranking military officials, came after dozens of masked Israeli settlers attacked the Palestinian villages of Beit Lid and Deir Sharaf in the West Bank on Tuesday, setting fire to vehicles and other property before clashing with Israeli soldiers.
In other developments Wednesday:
-- Israel reopened a crossing into the northern Gaza Strip that had been closed for two months. The move was welcomed by officials at the United Nations, who say Israel has been too slow in surging humanitarian aid to the territory since a ceasefire began last month. Aid has been delivered into Gaza since Oct. 10 through two crossings in southern and central Gaza.



    
        




    




-- The Israeli military said it killed four armed militants who posed an "immediate threat" in areas of southern Gaza under its control. In Khan Younis, one person was killed while approaching Israeli troops across the so-called yellow line. In Rafah, three people were killed while troops in the area were working to destroy underground tunnels.

    
Military leaders react to settler violence in the West Bank
The Israeli army's chief of staff, Eyal Zamir, echoed Herzog's condemnations of the West Bank violence, saying the military "will not tolerate the phenomena of a minority of criminals who tarnish a law-abiding public."
He said the army is committed to stopping violent acts committed by settlers, which he described as contrary to Israeli values and that "divert the attention of our forces from fulfilling their mission." 
The chief of the military's Central Command, Maj. Gen. Avi Bluth, said responding to an "anarchist fringe" requires the use of significant resources that could otherwise be focused on bolstering security and conducting counterterrorism operations.
The army said the settlers who attacked the villages fled to a nearby industrial zone and attacked soldiers responding to the violence, damaging a military vehicle. Police said four Israelis were arrested, while the military said four Palestinians were wounded.
On Wednesday, police said three of the suspects were released and that one, a minor arrested on suspicion of arson and assault, will remain in custody for six more days, as ordered by a judge. Police said the actions of the three who were released are still under investigation "with the goal of bringing offenders to justice, regardless of their background."

    
Settler violence has surged
Tuesday's violence in the West Bank was the latest in a series of attacks by young settlers that have surged since the war in Gaza erupted two years ago. The attacks have intensified in recent weeks as Palestinians harvest their olive trees in an annual ritual.

    
The U.N. humanitarian office last week reported more Israeli settler attacks on Palestinians in the West Bank in October than in any other month since it began keeping track in 2006. There were over 260 attacks, the office said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of the Hamamdeh family gather their belongings after Israeli authorities demolished their home in the West Bank village of Masafer Yatta Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)]



        

        
        
            
                    Members of the Hamamdeh family gather their belongings after Israeli authorities demolished their home in the West Bank village of Masafer Yatta Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Palestinians and human rights workers accuse the Israeli army and police of failing to halt attacks by settlers. Israel's government is dominated by far-right proponents of the settler movement including Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich, who formulates settlement policy, and Cabinet minister Itamar Ben-Gvir, who oversees the nation's police force.
Muayyad Shaaban, who heads an office in the Palestinian Authority that is tracking the violence, said the settlers set fire to four dairy trucks, farmland, tin shacks and tents belonging to a Bedouin community.
He said the attacks were part of a campaign to drive Palestinians from their land and accused Israel of giving the settlers protection and immunity. He called for sanctions against groups that "sponsor and support the colonial settlement terrorism project."
Palestinians react angrily
In Beit Lid, residents said they don't want their lives ruled by fear of settler violence.
Mahmoud Edeis said the violence is undermining his family's right to live in safety.
"To feel that my children are safe, that when I go to sleep I can say, 'OK, there's nothing (to worry about),'" he said. "But at any moment something could happen ... This can't go on. It can't be that we keep living our whole lives in a state of fear and danger."
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[image: Palestinians and journalists survey damage in an industrial zone following an attack by Israeli settlers the previous day in the West Bank village of Beit Lid, near Tulkarm, Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)]
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Amjad Amer Al-Juneidi, who works at a dairy factory that was attacked Tuesday, said the "fully organized" attack saw one person carrying gasoline-filled cans, another prying open the factory door with a crowbar and a third individual igniting the fuel.

    
"Their entry into the company wasn't random. It was organized, and they had a fully organized tactic for how to carry out the burning," Al-Juneidi said.
UN officials say more aid is needed in Gaza
While U.N. officials welcomed the Israeli decision to reopen the Zikim crossing into northern Gaza, they also reiterated criticism of Israel for not doing more.
Stephane Dujarric, the U.N. spokesperson, said Wednesday that humanitarian groups in Gaza are being hampered in their ability to distribute food once it arrives in the territory and having to "stretch out the available stocks." 
The demand for baby formula, for example, far exceeds the current supply, UNICEF spokesperson Ricardo Pires told The Associated Press on Tuesday.
Pires said there are also concerns about whether there will be enough syringes to carry out a vaccination campaign that began this month and will continue into January. 
The Israeli agency in charge of humanitarian aid in Gaza, COGAT, said in a statement on Tuesday that "Israel is fully committed to its obligation to facilitate the entry of humanitarian aid trucks in accordance with the (ceasefire) agreement."
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Later Wednesday, U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said the Gaza ceasefire "is fragile, is repeatedly violated, but it is holding"

Guterres strongly appealed for the ceasefire between Hamas and Israel "to be fully respected and to pave the way for the negotiations of Phase Two, leading to the creation of the conditions for the self-determination of the Palestinian people and the creation of the two-state solution."
___
Associated Press report Farnoush Amiri at the United Nations, and Toqa Ezzidin in Cairo, contributed reporting.
___
Find more of AP's Israel-Hamas coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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    California revokes 17,000 commercial driver's licenses for immigrants




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy speaks alongside Vice President JD Vance about the impact of the government shutdown on the aviation industry, outside of the West Wing of the White House, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: California Gov. Gavin Newsom, right, greets people as he arrives for a news conference at the COP30 U.N. Climate Summit, Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2025, in Belem, Brazil. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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                                        California plans to revoke 17,000 commercial driver's licenses given to immigrants after discovering the expiration dates went past when the drivers were legally allowed to be in the U.S., state officials said Wednesday.
The announcement follows harsh criticism from the Trump administration about California and other states granting licenses to people in the country illegally. The issue was thrust into the public's consciousness in August, when a tractor-trailer driver not authorized to be in the U.S. made an illegal U-turn and caused a crash in Florida that killed three people.
Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy said Wednesday that California's action to revoke these licenses is an admission that the state acted improperly even though it previously defended its licensing standards. California launched its review of commercial driver's licenses it issued after Duffy raised concerns.

    
"After weeks of claiming they did nothing wrong, Gavin Newsom and California have been caught red-handed. Now that we've exposed their lies, 17,000 illegally issued trucking licenses are being revoked," Duffy said, referring to the state's governor. "This is just the tip of iceberg. My team will continue to force California to prove they have removed every illegal immigrant from behind the wheel of semitrucks and school buses."



    
        




    




Newsom's office said that every one of the drivers whose license is being revoked had valid work authorizations from the federal government. At first, his office declined to disclose the exact reason for revoking the licenses, saying only they violated state law. Later, his office revealed the state law it was referring to was one that requires the licenses expire on or before a person's legal status to be in the United State ends, as reported to the DMV.

    
    
    
Still, Newsom's spokesperson Brandon Richards shot back at Duffy in a statement.

    
    
    
"Once again, the Sean 'Road Rules' Duffy fails to share the truth -- spreading easily disproven falsehoods in a sad and desperate attempt to please his dear leader," Richards said. 

    
Fatal truck crashes in Texas and Alabama earlier this year also highlight questions about these licenses. A fiery California crash that killed three people last month involved a truck driver in the country illegally, only adding to the concerns. 
Duffy previously imposed new restrictions on which immigrants can qualify for commercial driver's licenses. He said earlier this fall that California and five other states had improperly issued commercial driver's licenses to noncitizens, but California is the only state Duffy has taken action against because it was the first one where an audit was completed. The reviews in the other states have been delayed by the government shutdown, but the Transportation Department is urging all of them to tighten their standards.
Duffy revoked $40 million in federal funding because he said California isn't enforcing English language requirements for truckers, and he reiterated Wednesday that he will take another $160 million from the state over these improperly issued licenses if they don't invalidate every illegal license and address all the concerns. But revoking these licenses is part of the state's effort to comply.

    
The new rules for commercial driver's licenses that Duffy announced in September make getting them extremely hard for immigrants because only three specific classes of visa holders will be eligible. States will also have to verify an applicant's immigration status in a federal database. The licenses will be valid for up to one year unless the applicant's visa expires sooner.
Under the new rules, only 10,000 of the 200,000 noncitizens who have commercial licenses would qualify for them, which would only be available to drivers who have an H-2a, H-2b or E-2 visa. H-2a is for temporary agricultural workers while H-2b is for temporary nonagricultural workers, and E-2 is for people who make substantial investments in a U.S. business. But the rules won't be enforced retroactively, so those 190,000 drivers will be allowed to keep their commercial licenses at least until they come up for renewal.

    
Those new requirements were not in place at the time the 17,000 California licenses were issued. But those drivers were given notices that their licenses will expire in 60 days. 
Duffy said in September that investigators found that one quarter of the 145 licenses they reviewed in California shouldn't have been issued. He cited four California licenses that remained valid after the driver's work permit expired -- sometimes years after. 

Newsom's office said the state followed guidance it received from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security about issuing these licenses to noncitizens.
___
Associated Press writer Sophie Austin contributed to this report from Sacramento, California.
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    50-year mortgages? NFL kickoff rules? Here's where some of Trump's latest jaw-dropping musings stand




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Donald Trump speaks with reporters in the Cabinet Room of the White House, Nov. 7, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump loves offering outlandish ideas and then repeating them until they start to become mainstream -- even if they don't always come to fruition.
Some notions that once felt far-fetched are now the norm, like insisting his government has a Department of War, imposing global tariffs at rates unseen since the Gilded Age and pardoning members of the mob that overran the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.
But other musings force him to find ways to save face without keeping his word. And many disappear as simply unworkable.
A look at the latest round of Trump's especially jaw-dropping recent statements and where they stand:
50-year mortgages
WHERE IT STANDS: Still talking about it. 
BACKSTORY: Trump posted on his social media site an image of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt under the heading "30-Year Mortgage" alongside one of himself under a "50-Year Mortgage" title. Bill Pulte, director of the Federal Housing Finance Agency, posted that longer mortgages would be "a complete game changer," while the White House says it could ease housing affordability pressures. Extending loan terms by two decades would lower monthly payments, but it'd also leave mortgage-holders waiting significantly longer to build home equity. After the idea was panned by economists and even some in the GOP, Trump tried to downplay his own suggestion. "All it means is you pay less per month," he told Fox News' "The Ingraham Angle." White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt nonetheless said Wednesday that Trump's economic advisers are "seriously looking into" proposals to make it happen. 



    
        




    




Tariff revenue checks
WHERE IT STANDS: Still talking about it.
BACKSTORY: Trump suggested online that the tariffs he's imposed could result in "a dividend of at least $2000 a person (not including high income people!)." Experts scoff at the idea, noting that American consumers already are stuck paying high import levies passed onto them by exporters. Even Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent has since said the idea may not mean Americans get a check. The administration has collected more than $225 billion in tariff revenue, short of what it would cost to cover so many $2,000 checks, no matter how it defines "high income people." Still, Leavitt said the White House "is committed to making" revenue checks a reality. 

    
    
    
Air traffic controller bonuses 
WHERE IT STANDS: In limbo.
BACKSTORY: Trump floated the idea of sending $10,000 bonus checks to air traffic controllers who stayed on the job without pay during the government shutdown. But when asked how he'd pay for it on "The Ingraham Angle," the president replied, "I don't know" before adding, "I always get the money from someplace, regardless. It doesn't matter."

    
Death penalty in DC
WHERE IT STANDS: Faded away.
BACKSTORY: Trump issued a September statement directing "the enforcement of death penalty laws in the District of Columbia." That followed earlier suggestions that those convicted of murder in Washington should be put to death. But the D.C. City Council repealed capital punishment starting in 1981. In a Congress-mandated referendum 11 years later, city voters rejected reinstating the death penalty. The U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia and Justice Department report to Trump, but most crimes committed in Washington, even murder, don't qualify as federal offenses. 

    
Creating a US sovereign wealth fund
WHERE IT STANDS: Political off-ramp found. 
BACKSTORY: Trump signed a February executive order directing his administration to develop a plan to create a government-owned investment fund. Sovereign wealth funds are typically state-run investment pools derived from surpluses generated by oil wealth in places like Saudi Arabia and Norway. The U.S. has no surplus funds, though, and instead runs up towering budget deficits that have grown since Trump took office. As a workaround, the government has been directing funding to acquire stakes in firms like U.S. Steel, Intel and mineral and rare earth companies -- moves the Trump administration says have national security implications -- without necessitating declaring a more formal investment pool of money.

    
Changing NFL kickoff rules 
WHERE IT STANDS: Still talking about it -- but maybe resigned to it not changing.
BACKSTORY: Trump hates the dynamic kickoff, which has placed coverage players and blockers close together to eliminate injury-inducing, high-speed collisions. "I think it's so demeaning, and I think it hurts the game. I think it hurts the pageantry," Trump told ESPN's Pat McAfee, repeating a complaint he's expressed numerous times. He called the rule change "unromantic" and "demeaning," while suggesting to McAfee, "I don't think they have the right to do that to the game." But Trump also noted that the NFL will "do what they want to do" and admitted: "I don't think they'll change."
Changing the Commanders' name/naming their new stadium after him
WHERE IT STANDS: Still talking about it.
BACKSTORY: The White House said recently that it'd be " beautiful " to name the Washington Commanders' new stadium for Trump -- an idea the team hasn't endorsed. The president also has decried the name "Commanders," suggesting Washington's NFL team should return to being called the Redskins, a name that was considered offensive to Native Americans. Trump previously suggested he'd look to block construction of a new Commanders stadium unless the team went back to its old name, and he's not said if a venue named for him might change his mind. 

    
Suspending habeas corpus 
WHERE IT STANDS: Faded away.
BACKSTORY: White House deputy chief of staff Stephen Miller said in May that the administration was "actively looking at" suspending habeas corpus in an effort to speed up deportations. But asked about it during an October event with right-wing influencers, Trump was nonplussed, offering only, "Suspending who?" He then punted to Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem, who said she hadn't "been a part of any discussions on that."
US retaking Bagram Airfield in Afghanistan
WHERE IT STANDS: In limbo.
BACKSTORY: Trump suggested in September, "We're trying to get it back," seemingly hinting that the U.S. might renew hostilities with the Taliban to take back Bagram. He subsequently posted online that if the Taliban didn't give back what was once the largest U.S. military hub in Afghanistan: "BAD THINGS ARE GOING TO HAPPEN!!!" The Taliban has rejected that idea, suggesting instead that the U.S. adopt a policy of "realism and rationality."
Arrests for 'sinister' behavior at the UN
WHERE IT STANDS: Faded away.

BACKSTORY: Trump demanded an investigation into three "sinister events" against him during September's U.N. General Assembly. There was the escalator coming to a "screeching halt" with the president on it, which Trump called "absolutely sabotage." A U.N. spokesperson said an investigation -- including a readout of the machine's central processing unit -- later showed a videographer from the U.S. delegation who ran ahead of Trump triggering the escalator's stop mechanism. Trump still insisted, "The people that did it should be arrested." The president also said that a malfunctioning teleprompter went "stone cold dark" during his U.N. address, and that the sound didn't work as he spoke. Trump said the Secret Service was involved, but no arrests have been made.
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    Chicagoans buy out street vendors amid a federal immigration crackdown
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- The cyclists arrive at sunrise, rolling through Chicago's Latino neighborhoods and stopping at tamale carts, elote stands and candy stalls. They buy out every last item -- every tamale, every corn cob, every bundle of sweets. Then they load up the food and deliver it to shelters and families in need.
Since the start of a federal immigration crackdown that has led to more than 3,200 arrests in the Chicago metropolitan area, streets and storefronts in the city's Latino neighborhoods have emptied out. Street vendors, fearing arrest, have been afraid to leave their homes to work. Local restaurants have struggled as customers stay home.
But as fear spread, so did something else -- neighbors stepping up for one another and finding creative ways to show up for vendors and restaurant owners. This includes a grassroots effort to organize so-called "buy out" events meant to allow vendors who fear being detained by immigration agents to go home early. Some Chicagoans have pooled money in their neighborhoods or through local organizations while others have simply bought out taco stands while on their way to work or tamale vendors outside their local bars.

    
In Little Village, Rick Rosales, community organizer with Cycling x Solidarity, helps organize two of these "buy out" rides per week that typically support five street vendors each.



    
        




    




"The vendors are often speechless," Rosales said. "They'll say, 'I have a lot of tamales. You want all of them?'"

    
    
    
Once, after the group bought out a tamale vendor's cart, that man found them days later to say immigration agents were spotted on his block just hours after. "You saved my life," Rosales said the man told them.
"This is about food and joy and bike rides," Rosales said. "But it's also so incredibly high stakes because of the fear in our communities right now."

    
Street vendors targeted in immigration crackdown
It's hard to say how many street vendors have been targeted by federal immigration agents, said Maria Orozco, outreach organizer for the Street Vendors Association of Chicago, adding she knows of at least 10 who have been detained.
In September, a tamale vendor was detained while selling outside a Home Depot, according to local advocates. Soon after, federal agents arrested a flower seller in the southwest neighborhood of Archer Heights. Then they came for a cotton candy vendor in the predominantly Mexican American Little Village. Immigration agents descended on the Swap-O-Rama flea market in October and detained more than a dozen people. And last week, over 100 residents in the Brighton Park neighborhood rallied to demand the release of their local tamalero.
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the Department of Homeland Security and U.S. Customs and Border Protection did not respond to multiple requests for comment.

    
Orozco said losing these vendors is as much a cultural loss as an economic one, calling them part of the "fabric of our city." She said they bring life, color and flavor to the city's streets, preserving culinary traditions and building a sense of community -- and they are beloved by neighbors.
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Street vendors who are afraid to work or are seeing drops in sales can apply to get financial support through the Street Vendors Association of Chicago. The group launched a GoFundMe with the goal of raising $300,000 to support street vendors.
Orozco said local businesses have also hosted pop-up events where a certain percentage of proceeds go to street vendors. The organization has also helped connect vendors to people hoping to "buy them out," Orozco said.
"It's been emotional to see," she said. "The vendors themselves didn't realize how much Chicagoans love and support them. None of us expected this."

    
Communities rally to support restaurants as customers dwindle
As Alonso Zaragoza, executive administrator of his neighborhood advocacy group, drove through his predominantly Latino community of Belmont Cragin, he noticed restaurants were mostly empty and dark. Restaurants in majority-Latino communities have reported significant drops in sales since federal agents descended on the city in September.

    
So Zaragoza began organizing restaurant crawls, drawing hundreds to struggling Latino-owned eateries. His previous event began at a taco and tamales restaurant and ended with a Mexican ice cream shop. Along the way, street cart vendors hawked elote, cotton candy and balloons as a local musical group played folk and bluegrass music.
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"The financial support for our businesses is needed more than ever now," Zaragoza said. "It goes such a long way."
'A day without fear'
Delilah Martinez, a community organizer and owner of the Vault Gallerie in Pilsen, couldn't stand the silence on her street anymore. She was used to seeing familiar faces on 18th Street -- a woman selling candy with her baby strapped to her back, a paletero who smiled at her each afternoon. Then one week, they were gone.
"It broke my heart," Martinez said. "The streets felt empty. Our people were putting their freedom at risk just to work."
She began raising money online and started "Operation Buyout," approaching vendors one by one to purchase everything they had. The first woman was shocked when Martinez handed her $500.
"I just wanted her to have a day of rest, a day without fear," Martinez said.
Among those Martinez helped recently was a baker from Mexico City who arrived in Chicago 24 years ago.
Each night, he works late, hands dusted with flour, kneading dough until they're sore and aching. For those few quiet hours, after his four children are asleep, the world feels simpler.
"There is a magic when I'm baking," he said in Spanish. "I feel free. When I'm angry, I feel like the bread will absorb it. So I try to be happy and at peace, even when I know the reality is different."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A baker in the historically Mexican-American Chicago neighborhood of Pilsen speaks during an interview at Vault Gallerie, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Talia Sprague)]
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By 3 a.m., he's up again for his grocery store shift, juggling work and school drop-offs. For years, he's sold birthday cakes and pan dulce "by word of mouth" from his small kitchen, dreaming of one day opening his own shop.
But the baker has also heard the stories: street vendors arrested on residential streets and federal agents circling his historically Mexican American neighborhood of Pilsen. Two of his friends have been detained. When he hears sirens and helicopters, he feels "sick with fear."
"I'm afraid for my youngest daughter," he said. "It would be horrible to leave her. ... I can't see myself without my children."

Martinez led the baker to a table and pulled off a black cloth. A silver, restaurant-grade mixer gleamed under the fluorescent light. Martinez also handed him an envelope with $1,500 gathered from neighbors hoping to help support him when he feels unsafe selling his baked goods on the street.
The man's hand flew up to cover his mouth. He kicked his legs and began to cry.
"Thank you so much," he said, clutching a mixer attachment to his chest. "It's beautiful."
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    Epstein email says Trump 'knew about the girls' as White House calls its release a Democratic smear




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    The White House is accusing Democrats of selectively leaking emails from disgraced financier Jeffrey Epstein to "create a fake narrative" to smear President Donald Trump.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Jeffrey Epstein wrote in a 2019 email to a journalist that Donald Trump "knew about the girls," according to documents made public Wednesday, but what he knew -- and whether it pertained to the sex offender's crimes -- is unclear. The White House quickly accused Democrats of selectively leaking the emails to smear the president.
Democrats on the House Oversight Committee released three emails referencing Trump, including one Epstein wrote in 2011 in which he told confidant Ghislaine Maxwell that Trump had "spent hours" at Epstein's house with a sex trafficking victim.
The disclosures seemed designed to raise new questions about Trump's friendship with Epstein and about what knowledge he may have had regarding what prosecutors call a yearslong effort by Epstein to exploit underage girls. The Republican businessman-turned-politician has consistently denied any knowledge of Epstein's crimes and has said he ended their relationship years ago.

    
Trump did not take questions from reporters Wednesday, even after inviting them into the Oval Office to watch him sign legislation ending the government shutdown. 



    
        




    




The version of the 2011 email released by the Democrats redacted the name of the victim, but Republicans on the committee later said it was Virginia Giuffre, who accused Epstein of arranging for her to have sexual encounters with a number of his rich and powerful friends. Epstein took his own life in a New York jail in 2019 while awaiting trial on federal charges.
The emails made public Wednesday are part of a batch of 23,000 documents provided by Epstein's estate to the Oversight Committee.

    
    
    
Giuffre said Trump 'couldn't have been friendlier'
Giuffre, who died earlier this year, long insisted that Trump was not among the men who had victimized her.
In a court deposition, she said under oath that she didn't believe Trump had any knowledge of Epstein's misconduct with underage girls. And in her recently released memoir, she described meeting Trump only once, when she worked as a spa attendant at his Mar-a-Lago club in Palm Beach, Florida, and did not accuse him of wrongdoing.

    
Giuffre wrote that she was introduced to Trump by her father, who also worked at the club. She described Trump as friendly and said he offered to help her get babysitting jobs with parents at the club.
Trump "couldn't have been friendlier," Giuffre wrote.
Other members of Epstein's household staff also said in sworn depositions that, while Trump did stop by Epstein's house, they didn't see him engage in any inappropriate conduct.
Republicans says emails released to tarnish Trump
White House spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt said Democrats "selectively leaked emails" to "create a fake narrative to smear President Trump."
Trump, writing on his Truth Social platform, said Democrats "are trying to bring up the Jeffrey Epstein Hoax again because they'll do anything at all to deflect on how badly they've done" on the government shutdown "and so many other subjects."
"There should be no deflections to Epstein or anything else, and any Republicans involved should be focused only on opening up our Country, and fixing the massive damage caused by the Democrats!" Trump wrote.

    
In July, Trump said he had banned Epstein from Mar-a-Lago because his one-time friend was "taking people who worked for me," including Giuffre. The women, he said, were "taken out of the spa, hired by him -- in other words, gone."
"I said, 'Listen, we don't want you taking our people,'" Trump told reporters. Asked if Giuffre was one of the employees poached by Epstein, the president demurred but then said Epstein "stole her."
Shortly after Democrats released the Trump-related emails, committee Republicans countered by disclosing what they said was an additional 20,000 pages of documents from Epstein's estate. Among them were a trove of emails written over several years by Epstein, including many where he commented -- often unfavorably -- on Trump's rise in politics and corresponded with journalists. 

    
Emails revive questions about Trump's relationship with Epstein
The release resurfaces a storyline that had shadowed Trump's presidency during the summer when the FBI and the Justice Department abruptly announced that they would not be releasing additional documents that investigators had spent weeks examining, disappointing conspiracy theorists and online sleuths who had expected to see new revelations.

    
    
    
In one 2019 email to journalist Michael Wolff, who has written extensively about Trump, Epstein wrote of Trump, "of course he knew about the girls as he asked ghislaine to stop."
In an April 2, 2011, email to Maxwell, a former Epstein girlfriend now imprisoned for conspiring to engage in sex trafficking, Epstein wrote, "I want you to realize that that dog that hasn't barked is Trump. Virginia spent hours at my house with him ,, he has never once been mentioned. police chief. etc. im 75 % there."
Maxwell replied the same day: "I have been thinking about that."
Leavitt said the person referenced in the emails is Giuffre, who had accused Britain's then-Prince Andrew and other influential men of sexually exploiting her as a teenager and who died by suicide in April. Andrew, who recently was stripped of his titles and evicted from his royal residence by King Charles III after weeks of pressure to act over his relationship with Epstein, has rejected Giuffre's allegations and said he didn't recall meeting her.

    
It wasn't clear what Epstein meant by saying that Trump was a dog that "hadn't barked," but both he and Maxwell in other correspondence accused Giuffre of fabricating stories about her supposed sexual interactions with famous men. 
Leavitt said in a statement that Giuffre had "repeatedly said President Trump was not involved in any wrongdoing whatsoever and 'couldn't have been friendlier' to her in their limited interactions."
"The fact remains that President Trump kicked Jeffrey Epstein out of his club decades ago for being a creep to his female employees, including Giuffre," the statement said. "These stories are nothing more than bad-faith efforts to distract from President Trump's historic accomplishments, and any American with common sense sees right through this hoax and clear distraction from the government opening back up again."
Messages seeking comment were left with Wolff, Maxwell attorney David Markus and representatives for Giuffre's family.
Maxwell's interview with the Justice Department
Maxwell, interviewed in July by the Justice Department's second-in-command, repeatedly denied witnessing any sexually inappropriate interactions involving Trump.
"I actually never saw the President in any type of massage setting," Maxwell told Deputy Attorney General Todd Blanche, according to a transcript of the interview. "I never witnessed the President in any inappropriate setting in any way. The President was never inappropriate with anybody. In the times that I was with him, he was a gentleman in all respects."
Giuffre came forward publicly after an initial investigation ended in an 18-month Florida jail term for Epstein, who made a secret deal to avoid federal prosecution by pleading guilty instead to relatively minor state-level charges of soliciting prostitution. He was released in 2009.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the New York State Sex Offender Registry shows Jeffrey Epstein, March 28, 2017. (New York State Sex Offender Registry via AP, File)]
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In subsequent lawsuits, Giuffre said she was a teenage spa attendant at Mar-a-Lago when she was approached in 2000 by Maxwell.

Lawyers for Maxwell, a British socialite, have argued that she never should have been tried or convicted for her role in luring teenage girls to be sexually abused by Epstein. She is serving a 20-year prison term, though she was moved from a low-security federal prison in Florida to a minimum-security prison camp in Texas after the Blanche interview.
___
Sisak reported from New York.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of Jeffrey Epstein at https://apnews.com/hub/jeffrey-epstein.
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    More Americans are unhappy with the way Trump is managing the government, AP-NORC poll shows




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Approval of the way President Donald Trump is managing the government has dropped sharply since earlier this year with discontent rising from fellow Republicans.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Approval of the way President Donald Trump is managing the government has dropped sharply since early in his second term, according to a new AP-NORC poll, with much of the rising discontent coming from fellow Republicans.
The survey from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research was conducted after Democrats' recent victories in off-year elections but before Congress took major steps to try to end the longest shutdown in U.S. history. It shows that only 33% of U.S. adults approve of the way the Republican president is managing the government, down from 43% in an AP-NORC poll from March.
That was driven in large part by a decline in approval among Republicans and independents. According to the survey, only about two-thirds of Republicans, 68%, said they approve of Trump's government management, down from 81% in March. Independents' approval dropped from 38% to 25%.

    
    
    

    
The results highlight the risks posed by the shutdown, which Trump and his administration have tried to pin squarely on Democrats, even as U.S. adults have cast blame on both parties as the funding lapse has snarled air traffic, left hundreds of thousands of federal workers without paychecks and compromised food aid for some of the most vulnerable Americans. But it could also indicate broader discontent with Trump's other dramatic -- and polarizing -- changes to the federal government in recent months, including gutting agencies and directing waves of mass layoffs.

    
    Government shutdown
The AP has journalists around the country covering the shutdown of the federal government. What questions do you have for them?


    


Trump's approval on government management erodes among Republicans 
Republicans have generally been steadfast in their support for the president, making their growing displeasure particularly notable.

    
    
    
"I'm thoroughly disturbed by the government shutdown for 40-something days," said Beverly Lucas, 78, a Republican and retired educator who lives in Ormond Beach, Florida, and compared Trump's second term to "having a petulant child in the White House, with unmitigated power."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump waves after speaking to the media upon his arrival at Joint Base Andrews, Md., Sunday, Nov. 9, 2025, after returning from his Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Fla. and en route to an NFL football game between the Washington Commanders and the Detroit Lions. (AP Photo/Luis M. Alvarez)]
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"When people are hungry, he had a party," she said, referring to a Great Gatsby-themed Halloween party held at Trump's Mar-a-Lago club in Florida. "I thought he seems callous."
The survey found an overwhelming majority of Democrats, 95%, continue to disapprove of Trump's management of the federal government, compared with 89% in March.

    
Trump's overall approval holds steady
Even with the decline in support for his management of the government, Trump's overall approval rating has remained steady in the new poll. About one-third of U.S. adults, 36%, approve of his overall handling of the presidency, roughly in line with 37% in an October AP-NORC poll. Approval of his handling of key issues like immigration and the economy have also barely changed since last month.

    
    
    
Health care emerged as a key issue in the shutdown debate as Democrats demanded that Republicans negotiate with them to extend tax credits that expire Jan. 1. But Trump's approval on the issue, which was already fairly low, has barely changed.
About one-third, 34%, of Americans said they approved of Trump's handling of health care in the November poll, compared with 31% in October. 

    
And many of his supporters are still behind him. Susan McDuffie, 74, a Republican who lives in Carson City, Nevada, and retired several years ago, said she has "great confidence in Trump" and thinks the country is on the right track. She blames Democrats for the shutdown and the suffering it's caused.
"I just don't understand how the Democrats can care so little about the people," she said, scoffing at the idea that Democrats were trying to use the shutdown to force Republicans to address soon-to-skyrocket health care costs.
"I don't have any patience for the Democrats and their lame excuses," she said, arguing that people who are scared about SNAP benefits expiring and struggling to put food on the table are a more pressing issue. 
Plenty of blame to go around 
When it comes to the shutdown, there is still plenty of blame to go around. Recent polls have indicated that while Republicans may be taking slightly more heat, many think Democrats are at fault, too.

    
"I truly do believe it's everybody. Everybody is being stubborn," said Nora Bailey, 33, a moderate who lives in the Batesville area in Arkansas and does not align with either party.
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After recently giving birth, she said, she faced delays in getting a breast pump through a government program that helps new mothers while her son was in intensive care. And she is worried about her disabled parents, who rely on SNAP food stamp benefits.
Overall, she said she is mixed on Trump's handling of the job and disapproves of his management of the federal government because she believes he has not gone far enough to tackle waste.
"I don't see enough being done yet to tell me we have downsized the federal government instead of having all these excess people," she said.
It's possible that Trump's approval on handling the federal government will rebound if the government reopens. But the showdown could have a more lasting impact on perceptions of the president, whose approval on the economy and immigration has eroded slightly since the spring.

    
Lucas, the Florida Republican, said shutdowns in which civilians aren't paid are the wrong way to address ideological disagreement.
"Air traffic controllers? Really? You want to not pay the people in whose hands your lives are every day?" she said. "We need to be addressing these conflicts like intelligent people and not thugs and bullies on the playground."
___ Colvin reported from New York.
___

The AP-NORC poll of 1,143 adults was conducted Nov. 6-10 using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for adults overall is plus or minus 3.8 percentage points.
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    Takeaways from the newly released Epstein documents
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            The White House is accusing Democrats of selectively leaking emails from disgraced financier Jeffrey Epstein to "create a fake narrative" to smear President Donald Trump.
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            JESSE BEDAYN and SAFIYAH RIDDLE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        A House committee released thousands of documents related to Jefferey Epstein on Wednesday, many of them emails the convicted sex offender sent to his rich or influential friends, or to reporters, over many years.
Democrats on the House Oversight Committee initially released three emails where Epstein mentioned President Donald Trump. Republicans on the committee responded by disclosing the bigger trove of documents and accused the Democrats of cherry-picking a few messages out of context in an effort to make Trump look bad.
Epstein served about a year in jail after pleading guilty in 2008 to soliciting prostitution from someone under age 18 but then went on to renew relationships with many influential figures in business, academics and politics.
Epstein killed himself in jail in 2019, a month after his arrest on sex trafficking charges.
Here's some takeaways from the documents released Wednesday.

    
Epstein said Trump 'knew about the girls,' but it's unclear what he meant
Trump and Epstein were friends for years but at some point had a falling out, even before underage girls started to come forward to accuse Epstein of sexual abuse.
Journalists sometimes reached out to Epstein, perhaps hoping he might have dirt to spill on Trump. One of those writers was Michael Wolff, who has written extensively about Trump. In a 2019 email to Wolff, Epstein mentioned that one of his best-known accusers, Virginia Giuffre, had worked at Trump's Mar-a-Lago club.



    
        




    




"She was the one who accused Prince Andrew," Epstein wrote.

    
    
    
Giuffre, who died by suicide earlier this year, had said that Epstein's longtime companion Ghislaine Maxwell recruited her from Mar-a-Lago to give sexualized massages to Epstein. And Trump had long claimed that he banned Epstein from coming to Mar-a-Lago.
Epstein said in an email to Wolff that Trump hadn't asked him to resign from the club, because he hadn't been a member.
"Of course he knew about the girls as he asked ghislaine to stop," Epstein added.

    
In July, Trump said he had banned Epstein from Mar-a-Lago because his one-time friend was "taking people who worked for me," including Giuffre.
Before her death, Giuffre said that she only met Trump once and that he was not among the people who abused her. She didn't think Trump knew of Epstein's misconduct with underage girls.
White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said that Democrats had leaked select emails to "create a fake narrative to smear President Trump."
Mentions of former Prince Andrew
In lawsuits and interviews, Giuffre accused Epstein and Maxwell of pressuring her into sexual encounters with Britain's former Prince Andrew, starting when she was 17 years old. Those allegations eventually cost Andrew -- now known as Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor -- his official titles and his royal residence near Windsor Castle. 
In 2011, Epstein emailed a reporter and attacked Giuffre's credibility.
"Yes she was on my plane, and yes she had her picture taken with Andrew as many of my employees have," wrote Epstein, before arguing that "this girl is a total liar."
Epstein wrote that he'd ask if then-Prince Andrew's "people" would cooperate with the reporter for a story.

    
Mountbatten-Windsor has always denied Giuffre's allegations.
That same year, Epstein, whose writing paid little heed to grammar or spelling, also mentioned Giuffre and Trump in an email that Epstein sent to Maxwell.
"i want you to realize that that dog that hasn't barked is trump.. virignia spent hours at my house with him,, he has never once been mentioned," Epstein wrote.
"I have been thinking about that," Maxwell responded.
In other emails, Epstein strategized how to respond to Giuffre's stories, which included an account of meeting former President Bill Clinton on Epstein's island in the Caribbean. 
"Presidents at dinner on caribean islands. ( clinton was never ever there, easy to confirm ). Sharing a bath with a Prince ( bathtub too small even for one adult ). sex slave being paid thousands of dollars. ( while at the exact same time, she was working as a hostess in a burger bar )."
Clinton has acknowledged traveling on Epstein's private jet but has said through a spokesperson that he had no knowledge of Epstein's crimes. Clinton has not been accused of wrongdoing by any of the women who say Epstein abused them, including Giuffre.

    
Relationship with the press
Many of the documents were email exchanges between Epstein and journalists he had longstanding relationships with, or who solicited his insights on financial markets and Trump.
He was asked, typically off the record, to weigh in on everything from the president's relationships with foreign leaders to the impact of oil prices on wealthy families in Saudi Arabia.
Epstein offered to broker introductions between journalists and powerful people numerous times. He also contested the accusations against him. 
In a 2016 email to a reporter, Epstein denied ever spending time with former President Bill Clinton or Vice President Al Gore on his island.


    
"You can also add, fresh politcal juice by stating that Clinton was never on the island," Epstein wrote. "I never met Al Gore. No diners on the island either, no matter how much detail has been in the press." 
___
Associated Press reporters Eric Tucker in Washington, D.C. and Michael R. Sisak in New York contributed to this report.
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    Bernie Kosar undergoes 'aggressive procedures' as he awaits liver transplant
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                                        CLEVELAND (AP) -- Bernie Kosar has undergone procedures to stop internal bleeding as he awaits a liver transplant.
The former Cleveland Browns star quarterback posted on social media Wednesday morning that he underwent "two aggressive procedures" over the past couple days and was set for a third one on Wednesday.
The 61-year-old Kosar was set to receive a liver transplant last weekend, but said in a social media video that it was delayed because the donor's organ was infected.
"I could really use your love, support and actual prayers today," Kosar said from his hospital bed.
Kosar told Cleveland Magazine last year that he had been diagnosed with cirrhosis of the liver and Parkinson's disease.
The Youngstown, Ohio, native recalled being bothered by liver-related issues for years but brushed them off because he wasn't sure of the source. A diagnosis of cirrhosis in late 2023 confirmed the specificity and severity of his condition.

    
Kosar played in the NFL for 12 seasons after leading the University of Miami to its first national championship during the 1983 season. He grew up rooting for the Browns, who selected him in the 1985 NFL supplemental draft. 



    
        




    




Kosar played for the Browns from 1985-93, leading the franchise to three AFC championship game appearances (1986, '87 and '89), losing each time to the Denver Broncos. Kosar is third all-time in franchise history with 21,904 passing yards. 

After being released by the Browns, Kosar joined the Dallas Cowboys for the remainder of the 1993 season and got a Super Bowl ring. He then played for the Miami Dolphins in 1994-96.
___
AP NFL coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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                    Sports

    Pirates ace Paul Skenes wins first Cy Young Award and Tigers star Tarik Skubal goes back-to-back




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Pittsburgh Pirates pitcher Paul Skenes delivers during the second inning of a baseball game against the Chicago Cubs in Pittsburgh, Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)]
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[image: Detroit Tigers pitcher Tarik Skubal throws during the first inning in Game 5 of baseball's American League Division Series against the Seattle Mariners, Friday, Oct. 10, 2025, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)]
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[image: Boston Red Sox pitcher Garrett Crochet (35) works against the Toronto Blue Jays during second inning MLB baseball action in Toronto, Wednesday Sept. 24, 2025. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP, File)]
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            WILL GRAVES
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                                        PITTSBURGH (AP) -- The individual trophy cases for Paul Skenes and Tarik Skubal are growing increasingly full.
The next step in the evolution of baseball's two best pitchers is winning -- preferably where they are.
The 23-year-old Skenes capped his blistering rise to stardom by capturing the National League Cy Young Award on Wednesday night. The Pittsburgh Pirates ace was a unanimous choice by the Baseball Writers' Association of America, the honor coming minutes after Skubal won baseball's premier pitching prize in the American League for the second straight year as the anchor of the Detroit Tigers.
As gratified as they are by the recognition, both said they are eager for their respective teams to get in on the act in 2026.
That's where things get tricky.
The 28-year-old Skubal is entering his final year of club control, and while he would like to stay in Detroit beyond next season, he's also well aware the Tigers could trade him as a business decision, considering the hefty raise the left-hander figures to command should he hit the open market as a free agent.

    
It's much the same for Skenes, who remains under team control for the rest of the decade but found himself pushing back against a report that he's already told teammates he is eager to move on.



    
        




    




"I don't know where that came from," Skenes said. "The goal is to win and the goal is to win in Pittsburgh."

    
    
    
The Pirates finished last in the NL Central in 2025, well off the pace of front-running Milwaukee. The first pitcher since Dwight Gooden with the New York Mets in the mid-1980s to win Rookie of the Year one season and a Cy Young Award the next remains optimistic Pittsburgh is closer to contending than most think.
"The way that fans see us outside of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh is not supposed to win," Skenes said. "There are 29 fan bases that expect us to lose. I want to be a part of the 26 guys that change that."

    
Skenes -- selected first overall by the Pirates in the 2023 amateur draft after a standout career at Air Force and LSU -- did his part in 2025, leading the majors in ERA (1.97) while striking out 216 batters in 187 1/3 innings during his first full season in the big leagues. 
Yet even with his brilliance, Skenes needed a little late help from Pittsburgh's woeful offense to avoid becoming the first Cy Young-winning starting pitcher to finish with a losing record. Skenes won three of his final four decisions to finish 10-10.
That so-so win/loss mark didn't stop the towering 6-foot-6 right-hander from placing atop all 30 ballots. Philadelphia left-hander Cristopher Sanchez received every second-place vote, and World Series MVP Yoshinobu Yamamoto of the Los Angeles Dodgers finished third.
Sanchez's 2029 option price increased by $1 million to $15 million and his 2030 option price by $1 million to $16 million as a result of being a Cy Young Award finalist.
Skubal received 26 first-place votes in the AL from a separate BBWAA panel. The other four went to runner-up Garrett Crochet of the Boston Red Sox. Hunter Brown of the Houston Astros came in third.

    
Although disappointed to be out of contention, Skenes said playing out the string was "a blessing" individually in some ways. 
"It allowed me to try some new things in August and September that I wouldn't have gotten to try if we were playing for the playoffs," he explained.
Skubal and the Tigers have gotten a taste of October baseball each of the last two seasons, thanks in large part to his ascendance.
A year after taking a massive step forward by winning the AL pitching Triple Crown on his way to being a unanimous Cy Young winner, Skubal backed it up by serving as the anchor for the Tigers during a volatile season in which they squandered a 15 1/2-game lead in the AL Central and were caught by Cleveland down the stretch.
Detroit got a bit of revenge in the wild-card round, beating the division-champion Guardians in three games following a 14-strikeout gem by Skubal in the series opener.
Yet as fun as the season was at times, the disappointment of falling short of the ultimate goal lingers.

    
"Ending the season on a loss is not a fun thing," Skubal said. "You can be proud of what we accomplished, but you want to end the season with a win ... the one in October or maybe deep in November you get to play in."
Skubal is the 12th hurler to win baseball's top pitching honor in consecutive years, joining a group that includes Hall of Famers Randy Johnson and Pedro Martinez, who was the last American League pitcher to go back-to-back, for Boston in 1999 and 2000. 
"I think a lot of it is not being complacent with who I am today," Skubal said. "I still think there's more to tap into. I don't think this is the finished version of myself."
And he doesn't think this is the finished version of the Tigers. 
"You want to win this award as many times as you can in your career, but I'd gladly trade a Cy Young for a World Series," Skubal said.

    
Skubal was 13-6 with an AL-leading 2.21 ERA and 240 strikeouts in 195 1/3 innings during the regular season. Then he went 1-0 with a 1.74 ERA in three playoff starts for Detroit, which was eliminated by Seattle in their Division Series.
Crochet led the American League in innings (205 1/3) and strikeouts (255).
Brown's top-three finish earned Houston an extra pick after the first round of next July's amateur draft under the prospect promotion incentive in the 2022 collective bargaining agreement.
Skubal's historic run comes with a chance for him to cash in as potential free agency looms. Economics aside, Skubal would be just fine sticking in the Motor City.
"I've given everything I have to this organization. I want to be a Tiger for a very, very long time," he said. "I'm just going to do what I do and not really focus on any of that stuff." 
Skenes and Skubal both started the All-Star Game this year. The only other time the two All-Star Game starters won the Cy Young Awards in the same season was 2001, when Johnson and Roger Clemens accomplished the feat.
MVP awards for both leagues will be handed out Thursday. 
Dodgers two-way star Shohei Ohtani is a heavy favorite to repeat in the NL and win for the fourth time overall, including twice in the AL. 

New York Yankees slugger Aaron Judge is seeking his third AL MVP in what could be a close vote with another top contender, Seattle catcher Cal Raleigh.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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    Winter Olympics sports resist push to add cyclocross and cross-country running to their program
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[image: A view of the stadium where speedskating will take place at the Milan Cortina 2026 Winter Olympics will take place, in Rho, outskirt of Milan, Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- Organizers of traditional snow and ice sports said Wednesday they do not want events from summer federations added to their Winter Olympics program.
Cyclocross and cross-country running -- even indoors sports -- have been suggested as additions to the Winter Games for the 2030 Olympics hosted in the French Alps and Nice.
Those would be unwelcome "piecemeal proposals," the Winter Olympic Federations group of governing bodies said in a statement.
"The Winter Olympic Federations are firm in our belief that such an approach would dilute the brand, heritage, and identity that make the Olympic Winter Games unique -- a celebration of sports practiced on snow and ice, with distinct culture, athletes, and fields of play," said the group of sports including skiing, skating, biathlon, curling, luge, bobsled and skeleton.
A review of the Winter Games program and other issues was started by International Olympic Committee president Kirsty Coventry after she formally took office in June.

    
The winter program with just 116 medal events has room to expand compared with the squeezed Summer Games which had 329 in Paris last year.



    
        




    




Adding cyclocross and cross-country running, which typically are raced on mud, would mean amending the IOC's Olympic Charter rules which require Winter Games sports to be played on snow and ice. 
"Innovation should focus on evolving existing winter sports to attract broader participation and audiences while enhancing the appeal of the Olympic Winter Games," said Ivo Ferriani, who represents winter sports on the IOC executive board as president of the bobsled and skeleton federation.
Ferriani noted the addition of ski mountaineering, or skimo, which makes its Olympic debut in February at the Milan Cortina Winter Games.

    
Olympic influence
Cyclocross and cross-country running have influential supporters in Olympic circles which created momentum toward a proposal for 2030.
The presidents of the governing bodies of cycling and track and field -- David Lappartient and Sebastian Coe, respectively -- both were candidates in the IOC election won by Coventry.
Still, the proposal did not convince the top official at the International Biathlon Union. 
"If they were super popular sports they would already be in the Summer Games, and they're not," Max Cobb, the American secretary general of the IBU, told The Associated Press in a recent interview about reaction among winter sports.

"There wasn't anybody thinking, 'Oh, what a good idea.' We're all scratching our head," Cobb said in Lausanne, stressing any Winter Games additions should come from "the family of snow and ice sports."
___
More Winter Olympics at https://apnews.com/hub/milan-cortina-2026-winter-olympics
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    Court denies Rapper Tory Lanez's appeal of his conviction in Megan Thee Stallion shooting




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Tory Lanez performs at HOT 97 Summer Jam 2019 in East Rutherford, N.J. on June 2, 2019, left, and Megan Thee Stallion attends the 5th annual Diamond Ball benefit gala in New York on Sept. 12, 2019. (Photos by Scott Roth, left, Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- A California court on Wednesday denied rapper Tory Lanez's appeal of his guilty verdict on charges he fired a gun at Megan Thee Stallion. 
A three-judge panel from the California 2nd District Court of Appeal issued a ruling saying they affirm the conviction of the 33-year-old Lanez on three felony counts. 
Lanez was convicted of three felonies in December of 2022: assault with a semiautomatic firearm; having a loaded, unregistered firearm in a vehicle and discharging a firearm with gross negligence. His trial became a cultural phenomenon, with the prominence of its key players and the discussions it raised about gender, race, hip-hop and online toxicity.
Megan, whose lega l name is Megan Pete, testified that in July 2020, after they left a party at Kylie Jenner's Hollywood Hills home, Lanez fired the gun at the back of her feet and shouted for her to dance as she walked away from an SUV in which they had been riding together with two other

    
She had bullet fragments in both feet that had to be surgically removed. Months later, she publicly identified Lanez as the person who had fired the gun.



    
        




    




Attorneys for Lanez, whose legal name is Daystar Peterson, did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Wednesday's ruling. They can petition to have the California Supreme Court hear the appeal. 
"Daystar Peterson is innocent," his attorney Crystal Morgan told the judges at oral arguments in the appeal in August. 

    
    
    
But the appeals court rejected all of the defense's claims of errors from Los Angeles Superior Court Judge David Herriford, who oversaw the trial. 
Judge Anne H. Egerton, writing for the three appellate justices, said it was fine for the trial judge to allow Megan to answer questions about how she felt about testifying the day she took the stand. Megan testified that when a woman makes allegations against a man, "people have a hard time believing you" and said that "I didn't want to say nothing in the first place."

    
Egerton said the jury was correctly told that those kinds of answers can be used to help gauge credibility. 
The ruling also affirmed the judge's decision to allow the prosecution to play a recording of a previous interview with authorities of Kelsie Harris, a friend of Megan and Lanez who was with them during the shooting. 
"Once on the stand, to say Harris was a reluctant witness is an understatement," Egerton writes. "To question after question, Harris replied she didn't remember, couldn't remember, or didn't know." 
Egerton wrote that the prosecution was correctly allowed to play excerpts of the recording during the trial and enter the entire interview as an exhibit. 
The court also said it was acceptable for the trial judge to let the jury see an Instagram comment in which Lanez's account said "that's not true" on a post that said Harris had shot Megan. Lanez's lawyers argued there was no way of knowing who actually made the comment, and it was prejudicial in several ways. 
Egerton wrote that "any error in admitting the Instagram post was harmless," calling it a "minor issue in the case." 

    
And the judges rejected an argument that showing the jury a photo of a shirtless and tattooed Lanez evoked racial and other prejudices. 
A representative for Megan didn't immediately answer an email seeking comment on the ruling. 
Lanez is serving a 10-year sentence at the California Men's Colony near San Luis Obispo, California. He was moved there after he was stabbed by a fellow inmate at California Correctional Institution in Tehachapi. An Instagram post on Lanez's account said he was stabbed 14 times and both his lungs collapsed.
The Canadian Lanez began releasing mixtapes in 2009 and saw a steady rise in popularity, moving on to major label albums, two of which reached the top 10 on Billboard's charts. 

Megan Thee Stallion was already a major rising star at the time of the shooting, and her prominence has risen ever since. She won a Grammy for best new artist in 2021, and she had No. 1 singles on the Billboard Hot 100 with her own song "Savage," featuring Beyonce, and as a guest on Cardi B's "WAP."
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                    Entertainment

    Evoking a Pacific Northwest past, 'Train Dreams' stirs a plaintive elegy
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            JAKE COYLE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        TORONTO (AP) -- It's popular in Hollywood to follow the tax credits wherever they go, but that was never going to be much of an option for "Train Dreams."
When director Clint Bentley embarked on adapting Denis Johnson 's 2011 novella, he knew the book's early 20th century Idaho and Washington setting would take him into the Pacific Northwest forests. Johnson's book is a small miracle: a slender and quiet tale of the simple life of a logger and railroad worker named Robert Grainier. He's a small, almost infinitesimal piece in a larger drama of time's march forward and the inexorable maw of progress cutting through an untamed landscape.
In scouting for "Train Dreams," Bentley, 40, found it harder than ever to find the old growth forests of the book. If "Train Dreams" is about unearthing a forever-lost American past, locating it for the film was fittingly elusive.

    
"When we were looking for locations, it proved the point of the film," Bentley says. "It's hard to find those old trees. There are protected areas you can get to. We drove three hours north from Spokane, up to this grove of old trees by the Canadian border. You get there after a hike and it's not that big of a stand of old trees. It's the few they couldn't get to."



    
        




    




"Train Dreams," meditative and radiant, seeks to evoke an ever-changing land upon which Grainier anonymously labors. This is a time of seemingly slower pace but one constantly in flux, with forests being cleared, railroads being laid and lives being sacrificed along the way.

    
    
    
"The thing that's beautiful about the book is that it feels like an elegy for a lost time. That's what I wanted the movie to feel like," says Bentley. "And I think a big part of that is we look around and we see, 'Oh, that was a forest, and now there's a Costco there.'"
Bentley's film, currently playing in theaters before streaming Nov. 21 on Netflix, is resonating with audiences in part because of how deeply un-Hollywood it is. Grainier, played by Joel Edgerton in the film, doesn't talk much. He isn't leading a heroic or even particularly notable life. It's more that life is happening to him.

    
"What hooked me was about the significance of what we would otherwise presume of an insignificant life," Edgerton says. "We go to the cinema to watch what we hope for ourselves, that we would be more active and in control and heroic. But I think the majority of us share similarities to Robert in that we don't presume to have full control of things in the world, and we absorb the blows of the world. We're not the controllers of our universe."

    
Adapting a cherished favorite of 21st century literature
When "Train Dreams," which first debuted at the Sundance Film Festival, was premiering at the Toronto Film Festival, Edgerton, Bentley and Greg Kwedar, the co-screenwriter, gathered to discuss a movie that tends to inspire soulful rumination. Bentley and Kwedar, the writing-producer partners behind 2024's "Sing Sing" and 2021's "Jockey," have shown a rare knack for crafting textured American stories.
"We want to build our stories from the dirt up," says Kwedar, 41.
Bentley and Kwedar write together but take turns directing. Their script to "Sing Sing," the acclaimed real-life inspired prison drama populated by formerly incarcerated men, was Oscar nominated. (Clarence Maclin and John "Divine G" Whitfield were also credited as writers.)
Yet little about Johnson's novella, first published in a 2002 issue of The Paris Review, screams movie adaptation. It's harsh and unsentimental. Grainier experiences tragedy. His life is mostly hard and remains a mystery to him. But it contains small joys and moments of epiphany.
Over the years, "Train Dreams" has gone from a cherished cult favorite to an established classic, "an American epic writ small," as one critic called it. In 2012, "Train Dreams" was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize. Last year, The New York Times included it on a list of the best books of the 21st century, praising how its soft-spoken protagonist "bears witness to the real-time formation of a raw, insatiable nation."
Edgerton read it around the time "Train Dreams" was published as a book, and inquired about the adaptation rights. But they were taken.

    
"I remember thinking there would be a great movie in here, but how difficult of an undertaking it would be," Edgerton says. "The fear would be how much would you have to bend Denis' work and alter it so much that it lost a few of the elements so beautiful about it. In order to put it on the screen, you might end up destroying the best of it."
Years later, when Bentley and Kwedar began writing the adaptation, they proceeded carefully, trying to stick to the spirit of the book while reshaping it for film. As they describe the reverence they had for the book ("The quality of the prose, you feel like you're in the presence of greatness," Kwedar says), Edgerton smiles.
"I just had the image of someone coming to you guys and going, 'Hey, can you restore this church for me?'" Edgerton says.

    
Filming in the shadows of giants
The way "Train Dreams" evolves as a series of disjointed encounters, with narration and lyricism filling in between, has led to a lot of comparisons to the film's of Terrence Malick. The film's supporting cast includes Felicity Jones as Gladys, Grainier's wife, William H. Macy as a well-traveled explosives expert and Kerry Condon as a woman Grainier meets later in life. Like the book, the movie slowly, subtly gathers a force that you only fully feel in the movie's final, profound moments.
"Someone said, 'Across this whole movie we're going to build a fire and at the end of it, we're going to light it," Bentley says.
"You just hope the box of matches isn't wet," Edgerton jokes.
But they collectively trusted that "Train Dreams" could get there. They knew Johnson's book held a recognizable truth.
"I had a feeling that if I feel these things, someone else will have them, too," says Edgerton, who gives one of his finest performances with only a smattering of dialogue. "And they'll reach into this film and see their own love in it, their own joy and it might allow them to reflect on their own loss and grief."
There weren't only the words to go by, either. While shooting, the filmmakers felt dwarfed by the immensity of the Pacific Northwest forest around them. Grainier is often shown in the bottom of wide shots with trees looming overhead. On their outdoor sets, ancient stumps of even larger trees could be seen, too. 

"Just being in the presence of these trees stirs some deep part of your soul," Kwedar. "And you can't avoid that. You can blindly go about this work, but there's still that latent pull towards that deeper question of the cost of things."
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                    Entertainment

    Margaret Atwood reflects on literature, feminism and luck
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            "The Handmaid's Tale" author Margaret Atwood reflects on her parents, feminism and dystopia as her memoir, "Book of Lives: A Memoir of Sorts," is published. (Nov. 12)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Author Margaret Atwood appears during an interview in New York on Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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            Author Margaret Atwood appears during an interview in New York on Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            4 of 5 | 
            Author Margaret Atwood appears during an interview in New York on Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This cover image released by Doubleday shows "Book of Lives: A Memoir of Sorts" by Margaret Atwood. (Doubleday via AP)]
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            By 
            HILLEL ITALIE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The cover of Margaret Atwood's memoir shows a close-up of the author holding up a finger to her mouth, a mischievous look in her eyes, as if to suggest a riddle or two: Is this a book in which secrets will be revealed, or perhaps one in which secrets are kept?
Yes, and yes.
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"Book of Lives: A Memoir of Sorts" is a 600-page look at the personal and creative life of one of the world's most acclaimed, influential and provocative authors. The 85-year-old at times has been called a prophet -- a reluctant one -- for the repressive society she conjured in the dystopian classic "The Handmaid's Tale." And she has lived many lives, as the new book's title suggests, probing her journey from the Canadian wilderness to the international stage.
While Atwood has discussed everything from childhood to parenthood in essays and interviews, she has otherwise been more at home with understatement than with confession. But after years of resisting requests from her publishers to tell her story, she came to like the idea of a memoir, of sorts, about "what you remember, rather than a biography, which is a lot of things you don't remember or would rather not remember," she told The Associated Press.

    
Atwood writes in the introduction that she wasn't immune to the "lurid phosphorescent glow" of gossip and score settling, but didn't want to limit herself to "squalid moral bookkeeping." Her book is, in part, a story of how a writer writes -- and gets inspired. "The Handmaid's Tale" began with a concept Atwood once thought too "weird": What if the United States became a totalitarian theocracy? "Alias Grace" was based on a pair of murders in 19th century Canada. "The Robber Bride" is her take on a Brothers Grimm fairy tale.



    
        




    




"Book of Lives" has its moments of frustration, grief and betrayal: One of her most vivid childhood memories, a source for her novel "Cat's Eye," was of being tricked by a circle of alleged friends into letting herself be buried in a hole, left in the snow and other ordeals meant to "improve" her. But, as Atwood acknowledges, her memoir is also a story of good fortune. She is a prize-winning author who has lived off her work without having to compromise. She is the child of parents she loved and admired and was the longtime companion of the late author-adventurer Graeme Gibson, a bond sealed in part by a canoe trip to Canada's Georgian Bay and continued through excursions everywhere from Trinidad to Australia.

    
    
    
Atwood says that mortality is another reason she felt ready to write "Book of Lives." Her parents are long gone, as are any number of onetime friends and rivals. Asked if she would have published the book were Gibson, who died in 2019, still alive, she says no. She adds that she didn't struggle to return to their years together.

    
"I quite enjoyed writing those parts," she says. "I didn't like the part where he dies -- that wasn't fun. But it's real life. And in real life, people die."
During a recent interview, Atwood also spoke of luck, feminism, the reason for imagining the worst and why she didn't rebel against her parents. This conversation has been edited for brevity and clarity.

    

AP: I came out of this book thinking you've had a good life.

ATWOOD: On the whole, yes. I think I was part of a quite lucky generation in many ways. And on the whole, nothing terrible happened to me. Hurray for me (laughs). And I lived in a place where, you know, it wasn't war-torn. People were not dropping bombs on it. They were not, you know, massacring everybody. And that cannot be said of other parts of the world.
AP: Did the relative stability of your life make it easier for you to explore some of the dark themes in "The Handmaid's Tale" and elsewhere?
ATWOOD: I am part of the World War II generation. And it may seem odd to say that we were a lucky demographic. But remember, we were children during that time, so we weren't being sent to the war. We knew people, we had relatives, but we ourselves were too young to actually be in it. But it made me very interested in not only the war, but dictatorships in general.
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AP: There are so many stories of writers rebelling against their parents, the need to break from them. I don't sense that's true for you.

ATWOOD: I was a sneaky little teenager. But no, I didn't have a sense of rebelling against my parents. But I did have a sense of not always doing what they would have preferred. And, their preferences were reasonable. I mean, they didn't think that being a writer was a good choice in 1957. Only 10% of writers ever actually make their living in it, unless they're employed by somebody. So my mother said, "If you're going to be a writer, you better learn to spell." And I said, "Others will do that for me."

    

AP: You write about the girls who tricked you when you were 9. Something that strikes me about that story is how hard it is for me, and probably for a lot of people who know you and your work, to imagine you as naive and easily fooled.

ATWOOD: Well, it's not that I hadn't known any children, but they'd mostly been boys. And boys are, excuse me, easier to figure out. And sort of simple. But girls are quite complex. Boys have a hierarchy which is predicated on actual things. Who's best in baseball. Who's the best at video games? Things like that you can measure. Whereas girls, somebody can be queen one day and deposed behind her back the next. And she doesn't know why.

    

AP: You've talked about this a lot, saying please don't turn women into saints. And don't just say the patriarchy made them do it.

ATWOOD: You can live within the system and still make moral choices, as many have done.
AP: Especially because of "The Handmaid's Tale," people say, "There's Margaret Atwood, the great feminist."

ATWOOD: So we have to be a bit careful with that word, right? Because I do think words are important. And that word has been overused and applied to all sorts of things, like "Communist" and "Christian," just for instance. So there are at least 75 different kinds of feminism and you can find them, I believe, on Wikipedia.
AP: Which type of feminist are you?

ATWOOD: The kind that's interested in equality under the law. So that means I'm interested in organizations like Equality Now, because that's what they work on. So I was never interested, during second-wave feminism, let's say 1972, in the part that said you had to wear overalls and work boots. That did not appeal to me. I didn't mind wearing overalls and work boots, but I didn't feel I had to wear them all the time.
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AP: Did you imagine writing a book like "Handmaid's Tale" might make it less likely that such a scenario in the book would occur?

ATWOOD: Well, all dystopias are warnings. So they're all saying there's a big hole in the road up ahead and you better be careful you don't fall into it. Whereas if I wanted you to fall into the hole, I wouldn't say anything about it. "Yeah. It's a smooth road ahead. It'll be great."
AP: Your inspirations come from so many different sources. It seems there's almost no area of knowledge that's not interesting to you, whether it's science or how-to manuals or military history. Is there any field of knowledge that just doesn't interest you?

ATWOOD: Trigonometry.
AP: What's wrong with trigonometry?

ATWOOD: Let me count the ways. I never studied it, and it seems impenetrable to me. I do have a nephew who's a physicist, specializing in the nature of the universe. And our conversation is fairly limited.
AP: Do you view your life differently now, having written this memoir? Did it make you say, "My life looks a little bit different to me now"?

ATWOOD: What a funny question.
AP: There are writers who talk about how writing helps them learn what they think.

ATWOOD: I think that comes earlier. I think by the time you're 85, you pretty much know how you think. And if you don't know, maybe you should go take a cognitive test (laughs).
AP: Are there any of your books that you look at in particular and think "That was a real peak for me."

ATWOOD: I have never answered that question.
AP: Why?


ATWOOD: The others will hear about it. They'll say, "I spent all this time with you. I gave you my all and let you edit me six times and you're not even grateful."
AP: We've talked about how on balance you feel you've had a good life. Is gratitude a word you would apply to yourself?

ATWOOD: For sure, "lucky" is a word I would apply.
AP: But you didn't want to call your book "Lucky."

ATWOOD: That sounds like somebody's dog.
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    Why a Visa-Mastercard legal settlement could lead to your rewards credit card getting declined
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            KEN SWEET

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Visa and Mastercard have proposed a settlement in their long-running legal dispute with merchants and retailers over how much they charge merchants to accept their cards.
The most important part of the settlement could directly impact how customers use their Visa- and Mastercard-issued credit cards, and may result in some consumers getting denied at the point-of-sale for purchases
Visa and Mastercard have been in litigation with a class-action group of merchants for nearly 20 years over the costs they impose on merchants to use their payment networks, known as interchange. A previous settlement was rejected by the judge overseeing the case last this year, requiring Visa and Mastercard's lawyers to go back to the drawing board on the scope and size of the settlement.
The new part of the settlement announced Monday addresses the "honor all cards" rule, a cornerstone of how credit and debit cards work in the U.S.

    
The "honor all cards" rule states that if a merchant accepts Visa or Mastercard as a form of payment, they are required to accept all iterations of Visa and Mastercard products, regardless of who issues it and the cost to the merchant.



    
        




    




That has led to consternation among merchants over the years because rewards-heavy credit cards, like the Chase Sapphire Reserve or Citi Strata Elite, use a premium version of a Visa or Mastercard. For the Sapphire Reserve, Chase uses the Visa Infinite card, and for a card like Strata Elite, it's issued as a World Elite Mastercard. These cards have gotten far more popular in the last decade.

    
    
    
Both a Visa Infinite and World Elite Mastercard cost more for a merchant to accept. The amount of additional interchange a merchant will pay varies on size and industry, but one example is the Visa Infinite, which can be 15 basis points (0.15%) more expensive than a Visa Signature (a mid-tier credit card) for a merchant to accept.

    
Under the proposed settlement, merchants could discriminate between the different tiers of Visa and Mastercard products, meaning high-reward credit card users may be declined at checkout if the merchant has opted out of accepting the higher-tier card. A merchant may also be able to pass along the higher cost to accept the rewards cards to the customer in the form of a surcharge on their bill, under the proposed settlement.
This will place merchants in the position of making a choice: accept all cards with the higher fees or reject some of the higher-fee cards and likely upset wealthier consumers who typically enjoy earning points on routine purchases.
Like the previous settlement last year, merchants would receive a temporary reduction on swipe fees for a few years. In this settlement it would be a 10 basis point reduction in swipe fees for five years, and standard credit card transactions would be processed at 1.25% of the purchase price for eight years.
When the settlement was announced on Monday, the major merchant and retail lobby groups came out in opposition, so it's not certain whether this settlement will ultimately be the one that is finalized. Merchants and lobbyists have been pushing for years to get Congress to regulate interchange fees, as they do with debit cards. The merchant groups say this settlement does not go far enough. 

    
"Once again, this proposal is all window dressing and no substance. The reduction in swipe fees doesn't begin to go far enough, and the change in the honor-all-cards rule would accomplish nothing. If the courts can't fix this, it's time for Congress to take action," said Stephanie Martz, chief administrative officer and general counsel for the National Retail Federation, in a statement.
The payment networks, who are ready to put the matter behind them after two decades of litigation, say this may be the best solution for the merchants to potentially avoid a drawn out trial-and-appeal process.
"We believe that this is the best resolution for all parties, delivering the clarity, flexibility and consumer protections that were sought in this effort," a Mastercard company spokesperson said.

The settlement involves Visa and Mastercard only. American Express, which uses a closed-loop system where it's both the issuing bank and payment network for their cards, is not involved in this ongoing litigation. The settlement also does not impact debit cards.
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    MSNBC's name is being replaced, but its leaders insist that its mission will remain the same
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Asked what viewers should expect when television's MSNBC makes its corporate divorce from NBC News official this weekend, network president Rebecca Kutler points to a poster on the wall of a conference room at its new offices off Times Square.
Its message reads: "Same Mission. New Name."
"To me, that encapsulates exactly what we need to be saying," Kutler said. "Our job in the next few weeks is to flood the zone ... and make sure they know the thing that they love will be the exact same thing on Nov. 15."
Saturday is when MSNBC officially becomes MS NOW, standing for My Source for News, Opinion and the World. That's the most visible manifestation of parent company Comcast's decision to spin off most of its cable networks into a new company known as Versant.
It's tough enough when one partner tells another that they're leaving for someone new. In this case, they're just leaving the partner behind; a cable television network is considered such a diminishing asset in today's media world that giant companies would rather be free of them.
"A lot of us really didn't know what it meant," said prime-time host Jen Psaki, "and it didn't feel great initially."

    
    
    
Embracing the ethos of a startup
Left on its own, MS NOW is embracing the ethos of a startup, suggesting it will be better positioned to experiment without ties to the more corporate NBC News. "Morning Joe" is starting its own newsletter. Podcast ideas are encouraged. The network is expanding live events, letting its television stars interact with the audience; Rachel Maddow has one in Chicago later this month.
"I didn't see this as a divorce," said nighttime host Michael Steele. "I see this as the kid growing up and leaving home. We all know what that's like."
As Kutler says, the network's focus on news and commentary with a liberal perspective remains intact. So does its lineup of stars -- Maddow, Nicolle Wallace, Ari Melber and the like. MS NOW has built its own reporting and support staff, and is moving into a new headquarters west of Broadway in Manhattan that is, not incidentally, the former longtime headquarters of The New York Times. 

    
The new office, tricked out with the latest electronics, ends one geographical oddity: No longer are the political polar opposites MSNBC and Fox News Channel located across Sixth Avenue from one another.
The MS NOW news staff has about three dozen reporters, among them Washington Post alums Jackie Alemany and Carol Leonnig. It has signed partnerships with Sky News for international reporting and AccuWeather for forecasting.
"Being divorced from NBC News gives it the opportunity to make deals on its own to supplement its cable existence," said longtime broadcast and cable news executive Kate O'Brian, who spent several years at ABC. They have a strong identity and a built-in audience of people who oppose President Donald Trump, she said.
"They're lean, nimble and niche, putting them in a better position to adapt to any emergent platforms," O'Brian said.
MS NOW is leaner in audience than MSNBC was a year ago. The network's prime-time weekday average of 1.17 million viewers this year is down 29% from 2024 -- a number linked in large part to its viewers' disappointment at the presidential election results. Fox News Channel, popular with Trump supporters, is up 14% to 3.11 million viewers.

    
Yet MSNBC has roughly twice the audience of CNN, which saw an identical 29% decrease in viewers over the first nine months of 2025. MSNBC was also buoyed by a strong election night performance where it ran neck-and-neck with Fox, even while missing the khaki-clad numbers nerd, Steve Kornacki, who chose to remain with NBC News.
MS NOW's freedom appealed to reporters Jacob Soboroff, who chose it over NBC News, and Rosa Flores, who said she is joining the newly-named network from CNN primarily because she sees the opportunity to do a greater variety of things beyond the immigration beat she'd been covering.
"All the legacy news organizations are trying to make their way," Flores said. "I felt like being part of a news organization that was building solutions from the ground up was so unique that I wanted to be a part of it."

    
Being part of a news operation with a clear political identity was not a barrier for Soboroff. "It's about the people for me, always, it's not about the politics," he said. "I feel like I do what I've always done, which is report the facts on the ground, turn them around to our audience and let the audience make up their own minds about what they think."
Cleaning out the office at Rockefeller Center
The company is spending a reported $20 million on a marketing campaign designed to publicize the changeover, which will include billboards in Times Square, the Grove in Los Angeles and the South Capitol Digital Experience Wall in Washington, D.C.
Far cheaper is the mug with MSNBC crossed out and replaced by MS NOW on the set of "Morning Joe." Co-host Mika Brzezinski recently cleared out her Rockefeller Center office and reminisced about times that NBC's Richard Engel and Keir Simmons appeared on their show. "We're going to miss some reporters," she said, "and they're going to miss us."

    
With a rapidly evolving media landscape, success or failure will ultimately be decided by who has the content people most want to see, said her co-host and husband, Joe Scarborough.
"If this were five years ago, I would have been, 'Oh, my God, how are we going to do this?'" he said. "Everything is so fluid now."
___

David Bauder writes about the intersection of media and entertainment for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder and https://bsky.app/profile/dbauder.bsky.social
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    Starbucks workers kick off 65-store US strike on company's busy Red Cup Day




                    

                

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Watch live from Philadelphia as Starbucks' unionized workers strike on Red Cup Day, one of the company's busiest days of the year.
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                                        More than 1,000 unionized Starbucks workers went on strike at 65 U.S. stores Thursday to protest a lack of progress in labor negotiations with the company.
The strike was intended to disrupt Starbucks' Red Cup Day, which is typically one of the company's busiest days of the year. Since 2018, Starbucks has given out free, reusable cups on that day to customers who buy a holiday drink. Starbucks Workers United, the union organizing baristas, said Thursday morning that the strike had already closed some stores and was expected to force more to close later in the day.
Starbucks Workers United said stores in 45 cities would be impacted, including New York, Philadelphia, Minneapolis, San Diego, St. Louis, Dallas, Columbus, Ohio, and Starbucks' home city of Seattle. There is no date set for the strike to end, and more stores are prepared to join if Starbucks doesn't reach a contract agreement with the union, organizers said.

    
Starbucks emphasized that the vast majority of its U.S. stores would be open and operating as usual Thursday. The coffee giant has 10,000 company-owned stores in the U.S., as well as 7,000 licensed locations in places like grocery stores and airports.



    
        




    




As of noon Thursday on the East Coast, Starbucks said it was on track to meet or exceed its sales expectations for the day at its company-owned stores.
"The day is off to an incredible start," the company said in a statement.

    
    
    
Around 550 company-owned U.S. Starbucks stores are currently unionized. More have voted to unionize, but Starbucks closed 59 unionized stores in September as part of a larger reorganization campaign.
Here's what's behind the strike.
A stalled contract agreement
Striking workers say they're protesting because Starbucks has yet to reach a contract agreement with the union. Starbucks workers first voted to unionize at a store in Buffalo in 2021. In December 2023, Starbucks vowed to finalize an agreement by the end of 2024. But in August of last year, the company ousted Laxman Narasimhan, the CEO who made that promise. The union said progress has stalled under Brian Niccol, the company's current chairman and CEO. The two sides haven't been at the bargaining table since April.

    
Workers want higher pay, better hours
Workers say they're seeking better hours and improved staffing in stores, where they say long customer wait times are routine. They also want higher pay, pointing out that executives like Niccol are making millions and the company spent $81 million in June on a conference in Las Vegas for 14,000 store managers and regional leaders.
Dochi Spoltore, a barista from Pittsburgh, said in a union conference call Thursday that it's hard for workers to be assigned more than 19 hours per week, which leaves them short of the 20 hours they would need to be eligible for Starbucks' benefits. Spoltore said she makes $16 per hour.
"I want Starbucks to succeed. My livelihood depends on it," Spoltore said. "We're proud of our work, but we're tired of being treated like we're disposable."
The union also wants the company to resolve hundreds of unfair labor practice charges filed by workers, who say the company has fired baristas in retaliation for unionizing and has failed to bargain over changes in policy that workers must enforce, like its decision earlier this year to limit restroom use to paying customers.

    
Starbucks stands by its wages and benefits
Starbucks says it offers the best wage and benefit package in retail, worth an average of $30 per hour. Among the company's benefits are up to 18 weeks of paid family leave and 100% tuition coverage for a four-year college degree. In a letter to employees last week, Starbucks' Chief Partner Officer Sara Kelly said the union walked away from the bargaining table in the spring. 
Kelly said some of the union's proposals would significantly alter Starbucks' operations, such as giving workers the ability to shut down mobile ordering if a store has more than five orders in the queue.
Kelly said Starbucks remained ready to talk and "believes we can move quickly to a reasonable deal." Kelly also said surveys showed that most employees like working for the company, and its barista turnover rates are half the industry average.

    
Limited locations with high visibility 
Unionized workers have gone on strike at Starbucks before. In 2022 and 2023, workers walked off the job on Red Cup Day. Last year, a five-day strike ahead of Christmas closed 59 U.S. stores. Each time, Starbucks said the disruption to its operations was minimal. Starbucks Workers United said the new strike is open-ended and could spread to many more unionized locations. 
The number of non-union Starbucks locations dwarfs the number of unionized ones. But Todd Vachon, a union expert at the Rutgers School of Management and Labor Relations, said any strike could be highly visible and educate the public on baristas' concerns. 
Unlike manufacturers, Vachon said, retail industries depend on the connection between their employees and their customers. That makes shaming a potentially powerful weapon in the union's arsenal, he said.

    
Improving sales
Starbucks' same-store sales, or sales at locations open at least a year, rose 1% in the July-September period. It was the first time in nearly two years that the company had posted an increase. In his first year at the company, Niccol set new hospitality standards, redesigned stores to be cozier and more welcoming, and adjusted staffing levels to better handle peak hours. 

Starbucks also is trying to prioritize in-store orders over mobile ones. Last week, the company's holiday drink rollout in the U.S. was so successful that it almost immediately sold out of its glass Bearista cup. Starbucks said demand for the cup exceeded its expectations, but it wouldn't say if the Bearista will return before the holidays are over. 
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    Solar storms delay the launch of Blue Origin's big new rocket with Mars orbiters for NASA




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A Blue Origin New Glenn rocket stands ready on Launch Complex 36 a few minutes before the launch was scrubbed at the Cape Canaveral Space Force Station in Cape Canaveral, Fla., Sunday, Nov. 9, 2025. (AP Photo/John Raoux)]
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- Intense solar storms responsible for breathtaking auroras across the U.S. delayed the launch of Blue Origin's big new rocket Wednesday.
Already grounded by poor weather, the New Glenn rocket was poised to blast off in the afternoon with two Mars orbiters for NASA from Florida. But five hours before the targeted liftoff, it was called off because of the heightened solar activity.
Worried about the possible impact of increased radiation on its Mars-bound spacecraft, NASA decided to postpone the launch until conditions improve. Officials said they would try again Thursday.
This will be only the second flight of a New Glenn rocket, which made its debut in January. At 321 feet (98 meters), it is considerably larger and more powerful than the New Shepard rockets that Jeff Bezos' Blue Origin is launching from Texas with passengers.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Science

    Tormentas solares generan coloridas auroras boreales que se ven mucho mas lejos de los polos




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Una aurora boreal brilla en el cielo sobre el faro de Santa Maria en Whitley Bay, Inglaterra, el 12 de noviembre de 2025. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)]
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            Una aurora boreal brilla en el cielo sobre el faro de Santa Maria en Whitley Bay, Inglaterra, el 12 de noviembre de 2025. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Una aurora boreal vista desde Salgotarjan, norte de Hungria, el 12 de noviembre de 2025. (Peter Komka/MTI via AP)]
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            Una aurora boreal vista desde Salgotarjan, norte de Hungria, el 12 de noviembre de 2025. (Peter Komka/MTI via AP)
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                                        NUEVA YORK (AP) -- Tormentas solares generaron coloridas auroras boreales en lugares inesperados en Estados Unidos el martes por la noche, y podrian ocurrir mas.
Meteorologos espaciales confirmaron que las tormentas alcanzaron niveles severos el martes, desencadenando vibrantes auroras que se alcanzaron a ver en estados del sur, como Kansas, Colorado y Texas.
Hubo algunos impactos en las comunicaciones GPS y la red electrica, expreso Shawn Dahl de la Administracion Nacional Oceanica y Atmosferica de Estados Unidos (NOAA) en un video publicado en X.
En los ultimos dias, el Sol ha emitido varias explosiones de energia llamadas eyecciones de masa coronal. Dos han llegado a la Tierra, y al menos una mas esta en camino y podria llegar en algun momento el miercoles.
Los expertos piensan que esta explosion solar podria ser la mas energetica de las tres y han emitido una alerta de tormenta severa. Que tan brillantes sean las auroras y que tan al sur sean visibles dependera de cuando llegue la explosion y como interactue con el campo magnetico y la atmosfera de la Tierra.



    
        




    




Como ocurren las auroras boreales
El Sol se encuentra en la fase maxima de su ciclo de actividad de 11 anos, lo que hace que las exhibiciones de luz sean mas comunes y extendidas. Las coloridas auroras boreales han decorado cielos nocturnos en lugares inesperados y los expertos en clima espacial dicen que aun hay mas auroras por venir.
Las llamadas luces del norte y del sur son comunmente visibles cerca de los polos. Pero los observadores dicen que las luces estan llegando mas adentro de Estados Unidos y Europa porque el Sol esta pasando por un cambio importante. Cada 11 anos, sus polos magneticos cambian de lugar, causando giros y enredos magneticos en la transicion.

    
    
    
El ano pasado, la tormenta geomagnetica mas fuerte en dos decadas golpeo la Tierra, produciendo exhibiciones de luz en todo el hemisferio norte. Y poco despues, una poderosa tormenta solar deslumbro a los observadores del Circulo Artico cuando luces danzantes aparecieron en lugares inesperados, incluidos Alemania, Reino Unido, Nueva Inglaterra y Nueva York.
Se espera que el brote activo del Sol dure al menos hasta finales de este ano y pasaran meses antes de saber cuando la actividad solar alcanzara su pico, segun la NASA y la NOAA.

    
Como afectan las tormentas solares a la Tierra
Las tormentas solares pueden traer mas que luces coloridas a la Tierra.
Cuando veloces particulas y plasma chocan con el campo magnetico de la Tierra, se llega a interrumpir temporalmente la corriente electrica. El clima espacial tambien puede causar interferencia en el trafico aereo que se controla por radio y satelites en orbita. Las tormentas severas son capaces de alterar otras comunicaciones por radio y GPS.
En 1859, una severa tormenta solar desencadeno auroras tan al sur como Hawai y prendio fuego a lineas de telegrafo, en un evento inusual. Y una tormenta solar de 1972 pudo haber detonado minas magneticas estadounidenses en el mar frente a la costa de Vietnam.
Los expertos en clima espacial no pueden predecir una tormenta solar con meses de anticipacion. En cambio, alertan a las partes relevantes para que se preparen en los dias previos a que una explosion solar golpee la Tierra.

    
Como ver auroras
Los pronosticos de auroras boreales se pueden encontrar en el sitio web del Centro de Prediccion del Clima Espacial de la NOAA o en una aplicacion de pronostico de auroras.
Es recomendable observarlas desde un area tranquila y oscura, lejos de las luces de la ciudad, como un parque o bosque. Y verifique el pronostico del tiempo porque las nubes pueden tapar el espectaculo por completo.
_____

El Departamento de Salud y Ciencia de The Associated Press recibe apoyo del Departamento de Educacion Cientifica del Instituto Medico Howard Hughes y de la Fundacion Robert Wood Johnson. La AP es la unica responsable de todo el contenido.
_____
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Wrong-way rover: Dog is rescued from a busy Boston tunnel during rush hour
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            Massachusetts state police came to the rescue when a dog wandered into a tunnel in Boston and narrowly escaped being hit by rush hour traffic.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image from surveillance video shows a Massachusetts state trooper kneeling on the highway and trying to coax a dog to get into his cruiser after the animal run through the Ted Williams Tunnel in Boston during rush hour on Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025. (Massachusetts Department of Transportation via AP)]
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            This image from surveillance video shows a Massachusetts state trooper kneeling on the highway and trying to coax a dog to get into his cruiser after the animal run through the Ted Williams Tunnel in Boston during rush hour on Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025. (Massachusetts Department of Transportation via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image from surveillance video shows a dog running through the Ted Williams Tunnel in Boston shortly before it was rescued by state police on Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025. (Massachusetts Department of Transportation via AP)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            This image from surveillance video shows a dog running through the Ted Williams Tunnel in Boston shortly before it was rescued by state police on Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025. (Massachusetts Department of Transportation via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        BOSTON (AP) -- A dog trotting through a busy Boston tunnel narrowly missed being hit by traffic before state police rescued the wrong-way rover.
Surveillance video from the Massachusetts Department of Transportation shows the black-and-white pup heading toward oncoming vehicles in the Ted Williams Tunnel on Thursday morning. With cars and trucks whizzing by, it moves from the middle of the lane to a side wall.

A later video shows six state police vehicles parked in a staggered formation and a trooper beckoning to the dog, which runs away from the officer but then hops into the back seat of a cruiser.
A message was left with state police Friday seeking further information.
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    An elephant family smashed pumpkins at the Oregon Zoo. But this baby just wanted to play ball
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            A baby elephant at the Oregon Zoo had more tricks than treats when handlers gave it a small pumpkin to play with during the annual "Squishing of the Squash" where giant elephants smash half-ton pumpkins.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the Oregon Zoo shows Asian elephant calf Tula-Tu plays with a pumpkin at the Oregon Zoo in Portland, Ore., Thursday, Oct. 16, 2025. (Kathy Street/Oregon Zoo via AP)]
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            This photo provided by the Oregon Zoo shows Asian elephant calf Tula-Tu plays with a pumpkin at the Oregon Zoo in Portland, Ore., Thursday, Oct. 16, 2025. (Kathy Street/Oregon Zoo via AP)
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                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- A baby elephant at the Oregon Zoo had more tricks than treats to show when handlers gave it a small pumpkin to play with during an annual fall event where giant elephants smash half-ton pumpkins. 
Weighing just 775 pounds (351.5 kilograms), eight-month-old Asian elephant Tula-Tu is about the heft of one of the giant pumpkins so is too small to smash them. Instead, zoo handlers gave her a small pumpkin to practice with. The little elephant dribbled the gourd around like a soccer ball, a video from the zoo shows.
Her elephant family at the Oregon Zoo enjoyed the large pumpkins on Oct. 16 at the annual "Squishing of the Squash," a tradition that goes back to 1999 when a farmer donated a pumpkin weighing 828 pounds (376 kilograms). The donated pumpkins have gotten bigger, around 1,000 pounds (450 kilograms) this year, thanks to competitive hobbyists at the Pacific Giant Vegetable Growers Club.

    
To break open the gargantuan gourds, zookeepers present them to Tula-Tu's adult relatives like her brother and father who weigh slightly over 10,000 pounds (4,500 kilograms). In a video from the zoo, they appear to delicately place one foot at the top, and gently press down. The pumpkins crack with a loud pop, sending rind and seeds flying. 
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[image: Bagpipers gather to break a world record for the largest ever bagpipe ensemble playing "It's a Long Way to the Top" by Australian rock band AC/DC in Melbourne, Australia, Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025. (Joel Carrett/AAP Image via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Bagpipers claim world record with AC/DC's 'It's a Long Way to the Top'
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Merat Behnam parks her motorbike outside her cafe in downtown Tehran, Iran, Saturday, Nov. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Women riding the streets of Tehran on motorbikes is the latest sign of Iran's societal change
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this undated photo provided by Bob Ross Inc., Bob Ross poses for a photo in front of one of his paintings. (Bob Ross Inc. via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A happy circumstance: Bob Ross paintings sell for more than $600K to help public TV stations
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Past years' videos have shown midsized, young elephants putting both feet on top of the pumpkins but being too light -- or lacking technique -- so the giant vegetables don't burst.

    
    
    
This year the adults elephants smashed the massive pumpkins in front of a cheering crowd of zoo visitors, and then the family of elephants ate the many tons of squash fragments.

Asian elephants like Tula-Tu and her family are considered highly endangered, according to Oregon Zoo officials. There is a fragmented population of around 40,000 to 50,000 such elephants in the wild in places ranging from India to Borneo, a Southeast Asian island straddling Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei. But there have been successful conservation milestones in recent years, including in Cambodia.
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    Giant, floating pumpkin races draw large crowds to annual event in Oregon
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            Dressed as Buddy from the movie "Elf, Gary Kristensen won the first regatta of the day, paddling in a giant pumpkin. (AP Video: Claire Rush)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gary Kristensen, dressed up as the character Buddy from the holiday movie "Elf," celebrates after winning a race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Gary Kristensen, dressed up as the character Buddy from the holiday movie "Elf," celebrates after winning a race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nina Richards, dressed as Shrek, races in a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Nina Richards, dressed as Shrek, races in a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jon Sestak, dressed as Elvis, is helped out of the loading area ahead of his race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Jon Sestak, dressed as Elvis, is helped out of the loading area ahead of his race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: From left, Brod Salo, Julia, Rae Nathanson and Ellis Lorant pose with a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            From left, Brod Salo, Julia, Rae Nathanson and Ellis Lorant pose with a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People race giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            People race giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A child points to people racing giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            A child points to people racing giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            CLAIRE RUSH

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        TUALATIN, Ore. (AP) -- Hoisting his kayak paddle in the air triumphantly, Gary Kristensen celebrated as he crossed the finish line, victorious in his giant, floating pumpkin.
Dressed up as the character Buddy from Will Ferrell's holiday movie "Elf," Kristensen won the first race in the annual event over the weekend in Tualatin, Oregon. The Portland suburb has hosted the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta since 2004, drawing large crowds who cheer on costumed participants as they race around a small human-made lake in humongous pumpkins that have been carved out, allowing them to float.
"You've got an exciting activity that crowds love, you've got the costumes, cheering people, spectacle, pumpkins sinking, it has everything," Kristensen said after emerging victorious in the first race of Sunday's event in a 936-pound (425-kilogram) pumpkin.

    
For Kristensen, who has competed in the regatta since 2013, the activity has become much more than a once-annual affair. Earlier this year, he claimed a Guinness World Record for longest journey by pumpkin boat after paddling some 58 miles (94 kilometers) on the Columbia River -- breaking the record he had set the previous year.
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[image: Bagpipers gather to break a world record for the largest ever bagpipe ensemble playing "It's a Long Way to the Top" by Australian rock band AC/DC in Melbourne, Australia, Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025. (Joel Carrett/AAP Image via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Bagpipers claim world record with AC/DC's 'It's a Long Way to the Top'
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Merat Behnam parks her motorbike outside her cafe in downtown Tehran, Iran, Saturday, Nov. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Women riding the streets of Tehran on motorbikes is the latest sign of Iran's societal change
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this undated photo provided by Bob Ross Inc., Bob Ross poses for a photo in front of one of his paintings. (Bob Ross Inc. via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A happy circumstance: Bob Ross paintings sell for more than $600K to help public TV stations
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




The niche endeavor has also become a passion for Brad Bahns, who participated in his fourth regatta dressed up as a character from the TV series "Squid Game." He described the fun in growing his own pumpkin -- which took six months -- and "getting to culminate the season by putting it in the lake and paddling with our friends."

    
    
    
At 1,376 pounds (624 kilomgrams), the weight of his pumpkin this year marked a personal record for him.
"It's kind of an addiction at this point," he said.
In the early morning rain, before the races got underway, workers operated fork lifts and heavy machinery to lift the enormous pumpkins and transfer them to the water. Growers and competitors then wielded saws and knives to cut a hole in the top of their pumpkins, and scooped out the goopy insides with spoons, scrapers and their bare hands so that they could sit inside.

    
The more innards that are removed, the lighter the pumpkin becomes, giving its captain a competitive edge by allowing swifter travel. By the time the carving was done, there were enough discarded seeds and pulp to fill a dumpster.
Members of the Pacific Giant Vegetable Growers, who grow the pumpkins for the regatta, were the competitors in the first race. On its website, the gardening association describes itself as "focused on the fun-filled, competitive hobby of growing obscenely large vegetables."
Aboard pumpkins of differing orange and yellow hues, their costumes varied from celebrity chef Guy Fieri and a UPS delivery man with cardboard boxes stacked on the back of his pumpkin, to Elvis and a person in a hot dog suit. Someone dressed up as Luigi, the character from Nintendo's Mario games with a trademark green cap and shirt, had a green pumpkin to match. 

In another race, a participant wore a Shrek costume and green face paint, mirroring some fans in the crowd who also dressed up as the lovable ogre from the popular films.
When asked what it takes to grow a massive pumpkin, Kristensen shared his simple recipe for success: "Good seeds, good soil, good luck, hard work."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/giant-pumpkin-regatta-race-oregon-tualatin-e51831205b13592259fbd85bc4f29358
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    Ah, rats! Researchers say some other critter likely created Chicago's 'rat hole' sidewalk landmark




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Chicago's iconic Rat Hole along the 1900 block of West Roscoe Street in the Roscoe Village neighborhood is seen, Jan. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (Tyler Pasciak LaRiviere/Chicago Sun-Times via AP, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Chicago's iconic Rat Hole along the 1900 block of West Roscoe Street in the Roscoe Village neighborhood is seen, Jan. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (Tyler Pasciak LaRiviere/Chicago Sun-Times via AP, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            TODD RICHMOND

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Ah, rats! 
Researchers think they have debunked the origin of Chicago's so-called "rat hole," one of the Windy City's weirdest local landmarks.
Hold on. The rat hole wasn't what you think. It wasn't some back alley bar that served as a speakeasy for the city's notorious gangster clientele or a tenement stuffed to the brim with junk. It was actually a full-body impression of an unlucky critter that got trapped in wet sidewalk cement in the city's Roscoe Village neighborhood about 20 or 30 years ago. The imprint closely resembles that of a spread-eagled rat, complete with outlines of what appear to be tiny claws, arms and legs and even a tail.
The rat hole went viral early last year after comedian Winslow Dumaine posted a photo of it on X. The post drew curious tourists to the site at all hours, with some leaving coins and other odd objects around the impression as a tribute. 

    
The constant traffic drew complaints from neighbors, though, and in April 2024 someone filled the impression with a substance resembling plaster. City workers eventually removed that slab of sidewalk and took it to the City Hall-County Building. A plaque honoring the rat hole remains at the actual site.
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[image: Bagpipers gather to break a world record for the largest ever bagpipe ensemble playing "It's a Long Way to the Top" by Australian rock band AC/DC in Melbourne, Australia, Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025. (Joel Carrett/AAP Image via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Bagpipers claim world record with AC/DC's 'It's a Long Way to the Top'
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Merat Behnam parks her motorbike outside her cafe in downtown Tehran, Iran, Saturday, Nov. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Women riding the streets of Tehran on motorbikes is the latest sign of Iran's societal change
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this undated photo provided by Bob Ross Inc., Bob Ross poses for a photo in front of one of his paintings. (Bob Ross Inc. via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A happy circumstance: Bob Ross paintings sell for more than $600K to help public TV stations
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Researchers hailing from the University of Tennessee, New York Institute of Technology College of Osteopathic Medicine and the University of Calgary published a paper Wednesday in the journal Biology Letters that concludes the rat hole was most likely created not by the titular rodent but a squirrel or a muskrat. 

    
    
    
The researchers studied online photos of the rat hole and compared measurements of the imprint to museum specimens of animals commonly found in the Chicago area. The presence of arms, legs and a tail excluded birds, snakes, frogs and turtles, shrinking the possibilities to a mammal. The claw outlines further reduced the field to rats, mice, squirrels, chipmunks and muskrats, the study said.

    
The creature's long forelimbs, third digits and hind paws were too large for a rat but fell into the measurement ranges for Eastern gray squirrels, fox squirrels and muskrats. The most probable suspect is the Eastern gray squirrel given how abundant that creature is in the Chicago area, the study concluded.
Other researchers have theorized that a squirrel created the imprint, the study acknowledged. Cement is typically wet during the day, and rats are nocturnal and the creature didn't leave any tracks, suggesting a squirrel misjudged a leap or slipped from a branch and landed in the wet cement, the study noted.
The imprint didn't show any sign of a bushy tail, but hair often lacks the rigidity to create deep, well-defined impressions, and it would have been surprising to find such an imprint, the study said.

"We therefore propose that the specimen be rechristened the 'Windy City Sidewalk Squirrel' -- a name more fitting of its likely origins and more aligned with the evidence at hand," they wrote. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/chicago-rat-hole-study-squirrel-researchers-4a0931f965a0fc5241ea95af2b09859b
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    Mysterious googly eyes go viral after appearing on public art in Oregon




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a pair of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)]
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            This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a pair of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a a set of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)]
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            This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a a set of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows damage cardboard and tape following the removal of a pair of googly eyes that were placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)]
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            This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows damage cardboard and tape following the removal of a pair of googly eyes that were placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)
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            CLAIRE RUSH

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- Googly eyes have been appearing on sculptures around the central Oregon city of Bend, delighting many residents and sparking a viral sensation covered widely by news outlets and featured on a popular late-night talk show.
On social media, the city shared photos of googly eyes on installations in the middle of roundabouts that make up its so-called "Roundabout Art Route." One photo shows googly eyes placed on a sculpture of two deer, while another shows them attached to a sphere. It's not yet known who has been putting them on the sculptures.
"While the googly eyes placed on the various art pieces around town might give you a chuckle, it costs money to remove them with care to not damage the art," the city said in its posts.
The Facebook post received hundreds of comments, with many users saying they liked the googly eyes. "My daughter and I went past the flaming chicken today and shared the biggest laugh," one user said, using a nickname for the "Phoenix Rising" sculpture. "We love the googly eyes. This town is getting to be so stuffy. Let's have fun!"

    
Another Facebook user wrote: "I think the googly eyes on the deer specifically are a great look, and they should stay that way."



    
        




    




Others said the city should focus on addressing more important issues, such as homelessness, instead of spending time and money on removing the googly eyes. 

    
    
    
Over the years, the city's sculptures have been adorned with other seasonal decorations, including Santa hats, wreaths, leis. The city doesn't remove those, and views the googly eyes differently because of the adhesive, Bend's communications director, Rene Mitchell, told The Associated Press.
"We really encourage our community to engage with the art and have fun. We just need to make sure that we can protect it and that it doesn't get damaged," she said.
The post and its comments were covered by news outlets, and even made it on a segment of CBS's "The Late Show with Stephen Colbert." The city regrets that its post was misunderstood, Mitchell said.

    
"There was no intent to be heavy-handed, and we certainly understand maybe how that was taken," she said. "We own this large collection of public art and really want to bring awareness to the community that applying adhesives does harm the art. So as stewards of the collection, we wanted to share that on social media."
The city has so far spent $1,500 on removing googly eyes from seven of the eight sculptures impacted, Mitchell said, and has started treating some of the art pieces, which are made of different types of metal such as bronze and steel. The "Phoenix Rising" sculpture might need to be repainted entirely, she said.
For some, the googly eyes -- like the other holiday objects -- provide a welcome boost of seasonal cheer. 

"I look forward to seeing the creativity of whoever it is that decorates the roundabouts during the holidays," one social media commenter said. "Brings a smile to everyone to see silliness."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/googly-eyes-public-art-sculptures-bend-oregon-2f4fce84569e3b599106199f3b6d66e3
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    Workers take on side jobs to combat stagnant salaries and insecurity about employment




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: (AP Illustration / Peter Hamlin)]
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            By 
            CATHY BUSSEWITZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- As workers face frozen salaries, inflation and fear of layoffs, some have decided to branch out from their traditional careers. They're taking on side jobs to bring in additional income and provide a backup plan should they find themselves out of work, or adding second, third and sometimes fourth jobs -- what some call "polyworking" -- to the mix.
Take Katelyn Cusick, 29. She beautifies displays as a visual merchandiser for Patagonia at her full-time job. Then she works a side gig managing social media influencers for a German shoe brand for 10 to 15 hours per week. She also has an Etsy shop where she sells paintings. If that wasn't enough, she ushers at concerts in the San Francisco Bay Area -- a way to see live shows for free. 
"Every day is different and every day feels like a new day," Cusick said. "That is ultimately why I started doing all these side hustles, just because I wanted to switch it up. I don't want to just do the same thing every day."

    
The extra income also helps her pay her student loans and manage the high cost of living, a welcome assist since wages at her full-time job have stayed flat for several years, she said. 
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[image: Kids from Ossie Wera Mitchell Middle School exit the bus in Birmingham, Ala. on Jan 20, 2009. (AP Photo/Butch Dill, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Age isn't everything when deciding if a child is ready to be home alone
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A family walks down a corridor at Lee Hall as college students begin moving in for the fall semester at N.C. State University in Raleigh, N.C., July 31, 2020. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The nest is empty: Parents grapple with mixed emotions after children move out
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: (AP Illustration / Peter Hamlin)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Why the search for meaning can cause 'purpose anxiety,' and what to do about it
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Some are drawn to side jobs because of instability in their workplace, or the perception that they may lose their income. Still others, reluctant to trust one employer to provide a steady job that lasts, are supplementing their main roles with gig work on apps such as Uber and Grubhub.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"We have seen stagnant salaries, we've seen inflation, we've seen the cost of living overall increasing, even beyond our inflation measures," said Alexandrea Ravenelle, sociologist and gig economy researcher at University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. "So people are looking for ways to supplement and to build themselves a little bit of a safety net."

    
    
    
Some are creating "portfolio careers" where they work a variety of jobs, each building different valuable skills. In Cusick's case, side work keeps her social media marketing skills current. 

    
"Rather than having one job that you can have for many, many years and thinking about your career progression as a linear pathway, some people are putting together multiple side hustles based on their skills and interests and making the money work by having multiple revenue streams," said Elaine Chen, director of the Derby Entrepreneurship Center at Tufts University.
Career experts and those with side jobs share tips on how to get started and what to avoid if you're considering branching out from your 9-to-5.
Follow a passion
If you're embarking on a side business on top of a full-time job, consider picking something you're naturally interested in, since you'll spend a lot of free time on the venture.
"You have to love it," Chen said. "Usually it is something that the person is really passionate about."
For Josie White, 31, that passion was mental health. After struggling with schizoaffective disorder and finding effective treatment, she wanted to help others who have mental health challenges feel less alone. 
While working full-time as a fundraiser for Shelter the Homeless, a nonprofit organization in Salt Lake City, White decided to pursue public speaking on the side and began looking for opportunities to address groups and conferences where she could share her own experiences with mental illness "to reassure people that there is hope and a light at the end of the tunnel."

    
Be realistic about money

Launching a side hustle may require initial investment, and it can take a considerable amount of time before it generates income. 
When White started her side business, she began by offering her speaking services as an unpaid volunteer. She landed some gigs training nonprofit staff and speaking about fundraising, which wasn't her original goal, but those opportunities helped her gain experience. 
Over the past year she's booked 10 speaking engagements, and four of those will be paid, she said. She's taken the money she earned so far and re-invested it into developing her public speaking skills.
"The goal is ultimately to get paid, but right now I'm putting in the legwork to reach that," White said. "It's starting to snowball."

    
Know the risks of gig work
Some side jobs, such as gig work delivering groceries or driving passengers, may generate income right away.
Tom Ritter of Syracuse, New York, was supplementing his income as a workforce management specialist at a nonprofit by making deliveries for Instacart and Spark, Walmart's delivery platform, on top of his full-time job. The side work helped him pay his bills, especially when he recently lost his day job. 
"For me, even that extra couple hundred dollars a month went a long way, and it still does," Ritter, 39, said.
Ravenelle cautioned against relying too heavily on gig work for income. It can be hard to transition back to full-time, permanent jobs, where workers typically wait two weeks or more for a first paycheck, and gig work carries a stigma among some employers, she said.
Plus, if gig workers are earning good wages, the platforms will typically change the algorithms so they earn less money, Ravenelle said. "The house always wins when it comes to the gig platforms," she said.

    
Be skeptical
Once people are looking for side jobs, they should be cautious if an opportunity found online seems too good to be true. Some online influencers promote business ideas that are more akin to scams.
In Ravanelle's research she's spoken with people who saw online videos about making money selling microgreens.
"They thought they could make thousands of dollars a month, working from home, growing microgreens in their kitchen, and then selling them to high-end restaurants," Ravenelle said. "No. The person who sells you the grow lights and gives you the classes is the person who's making the money."
Finding the time
Starting a second job or career can dig into personal time, reducing opportunities to exercise or be with family and friends.
White works Monday through Thursday at Shelter the Homeless, clocking 40 to 45 hours per week. With Fridays off, she spends that day practicing speaking skills or generating new business. 
"I wouldn't describe my life as balanced," she said. "But am I enjoying it? Yes. And I think that matters."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well
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                    Health

    There are more than 100 autoimmune diseases, and they mostly strike women. Here's what to know
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            Ruth Wilson has lupus, nicknamed the disease of 1,000 faces for its variety of symptoms. Her journey offers a snapshot of the dark side of the immune system. Lupus is one of a rogues' gallery of autoimmune diseases that affect as many as 50 million Americans. (AP video/Shelby Lum; Animation: Hao Li)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Sachin Surwase uses a microscope to view cells in the lab where he works on autoimmune research at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md., May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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            Dr. Sachin Surwase uses a microscope to view cells in the lab where he works on autoimmune research at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md., May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/David Goldman)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Roberto Caricchio, center, director of the Lupus Center at UMass Chan Medical School, speaks to a lupus support group, Feb. 12, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Ruth Wilson, who has lupus, unpacks a kit to prick her finger for a blood sample to share with her doctor whenever she experiences a flare up, Jan. 12, 2025, at her home in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Ruth Wilson, left, whose lupus took six years to diagnose, receives her monthly lupus-focused IV treatment at UMass Memorial Medical Center, Jan. 14, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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                                        Our immune system has a dark side: It's supposed to fight off invaders to keep us healthy. But sometimes it turns traitor and attacks our own cells and tissues.
What are called autoimmune diseases can affect just about every part of the body -- and tens of millions of people. While most common in women, these diseases can strike anyone, adults or children, and they're on the rise. 
New research is raising the prospect of treatments that might do more than tamp down symptoms. Dozens of clinical trials are testing ways to reprogram an out-of-whack immune system. Furthest along is a cancer treatment called CAR-T therapy that's had some promising early successes against lupus, myositis and certain other illnesses. It wipes out immune system B cells -- both rogue and normal ones -- and the theory is those that grow back are healthier. Other researchers are hunting ways to at least delay brewing autoimmune diseases, spurred by a drug that can buy some time before people show symptoms of Type 1 diabetes.

    
"This is probably the most exciting time that we've ever had to be in autoimmunity," said Dr. Amit Saxena, a rheumatologist at NYU Langone Health.
Here are some things to know.
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[image: Bagpipers gather to break a world record for the largest ever bagpipe ensemble playing "It's a Long Way to the Top" by Australian rock band AC/DC in Melbourne, Australia, Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025. (Joel Carrett/AAP Image via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Bagpipers claim world record with AC/DC's 'It's a Long Way to the Top'
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Merat Behnam parks her motorbike outside her cafe in downtown Tehran, Iran, Saturday, Nov. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Women riding the streets of Tehran on motorbikes is the latest sign of Iran's societal change
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this undated photo provided by Bob Ross Inc., Bob Ross poses for a photo in front of one of his paintings. (Bob Ross Inc. via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A happy circumstance: Bob Ross paintings sell for more than $600K to help public TV stations
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




What are autoimmune diseases?
They're chronic diseases that can range from mild to life-threatening, more than 100 with different names depending on how and where they do damage. Rheumatoid arthritis and psoriatic arthritis attack joints. Sjogren's disease is known for dry eyes and mouth. Myositis and myasthenia gravis weaken muscles in different ways, the latter by attacking how nerves signal them. Lupus has widely varied symptoms including a butterfly-shaped facial rash, joint and muscle pain, fevers and damage to the kidneys, lungs and heart. 
They're also capricious: Even patients faring well for long periods can suddenly have a "flare" for no apparent reason.

    
Why autoimmune diseases are so difficult to diagnose
Many start with vague symptoms that come and go or mimic other illnesses. Many also have overlapping symptoms -- rheumatoid arthritis and Sjogren's also can harm major organs, for example. 
Diagnosis can take multiple tests, including some blood tests to detect antibodies that mistakenly latch onto healthy tissue. It usually centers on symptoms and involves ruling out other causes. Depending on the disease it can take years and seeing multiple doctors before one puts the clues together. There are efforts to improve: The National MS Society is educating doctors about newly updated guidelines to streamline diagnosis of multiple sclerosis.
How the immune system gets out of whack
The human immune system is a complex army with sentinels to detect threats like germs or cancer cells, a variety of soldiers to attack them, and peacemakers to calm things down once the danger is over. Key is that it can distinguish what's foreign from what's "you," what scientists call tolerance.
Sometimes confused immune cells or antibodies slip through, or the peacemakers can't calm things down after a battle. If the system can't spot and fix the problem, autoimmune diseases gradually develop.
Autoimmune diseases are often set off by a trigger
Most autoimmune diseases, especially in adults, aren't caused by a specific gene defect. Instead, a variety of genes that affect immune functions can make people susceptible. Scientists say it then takes some "environmental" trigger, such as an infection, smoking or pollutants, to set the disease into motion. 
Scientists are zeroing in on the earliest molecular triggers. For example, white blood cells called neutrophils are first responders to signs of infection or injury -- but abnormally overactive ones are suspected of playing a key role in lupus, rheumatoid arthritis and other diseases.

    
New research links a virus to lupus
Among infectious triggers, scientists already know the Epstein-Barr virus can set some people on the path to multiple sclerosis -- and new evidence links it to lupus, too.
Just about everybody gets that virus by young adulthood and after the initial infection, it still hides out, inactive, in the body. Stanford University researchers found a hiding place is in a tiny proportion of the immune system's B cells. They found that occasionally, in some people, the virus nudges certain B cells into an inflammatory state that can spur an autoimmune chain reaction.
The research doesn't explain why 95% adults have been infected with Epstein-Barr yet only a small fraction of the population gets lupus. But it's a new clue into how infections can have a lasting impact on the immune system.

    
Women are at highest risk for autoimmune diseases 
Women account for about 4 of 5 autoimmune patients, many of them young. Hormones are thought to play a role. But also, females have two X chromosomes while males have one X and one Y. Some research suggests an abnormality in how female cells switch off that extra X can increase women's vulnerability.
But men do suffer from autoimmune diseases. One especially severe one named VEXAS syndrome wasn't discovered until 2020. It mainly affects men over 50 and in addition to typical autoimmune symptoms it can cause blood clots, shortness of breath and night sweats.
Certain populations also have higher risks. For example, lupus is more common in Black and Hispanic women. Northern Europeans have a higher risk of MS than other groups.

    
Treatment for autoimmune diseases is complicated
According to investment research company Morningstar, the global market for autoimmune disease treatments is $100 billion a year. That's not counting doctor visits and such things as lost time at work. Treatment is lifelong and, while usually covered by insurance, can be pricey.
Not so long ago there was little to offer for many autoimmune diseases beyond high-dose steroids and broad immune-suppressing drugs, with side effects that include a risk of infections and cancer. Today some newer options target specific molecules, somewhat less immune dampening. But for many autoimmune diseases, treatment is trial and error, with little to guide patient decisions.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Lifestyle

    Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
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            Calisthenics is an age-old form of fitness that uses little or no equipment and relies on body weight for resistance. Some experts say the no-frills moves of calisthenics speak to our overscheduled lives when it might be hard to go to a gym. But is performing these exercises an effective way to work out? (AP video by Lekan Oyekanmi)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]
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            Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man works out in a public park in Madrid, Spain on July 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)]
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            A man works out in a public park in Madrid, Spain on July 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People exercise at a park in Buenos Aires, Argentina on June 2, 2021. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)]
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            People exercise at a park in Buenos Aires, Argentina on June 2, 2021. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People exercise at a park near the Temple of Heaven in Beijing on April 2, 2024.(AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana, File)]
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            People exercise at a park near the Temple of Heaven in Beijing on April 2, 2024.(AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana, File)
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                                        You won't find dumbbells or weight machines in the gym Sean Keogh runs. At Calisthenics Club Houston, it's all about training with body weight.
"That's all we do," Keogh said -- but that's enough to keep new members coming through the doors, excited to learn moves like handstands and pullups.
Keogh and his members have plenty of company. These days, content creators, independent gyms and megachains alike are promoting calisthenics, an age-old form of fitness that uses little or no equipment and instead relies on body weight for resistance.
In July, President Donald Trump even reestablished the Presidential Fitness Test, intending that youth across the country will again practice old-school exercises like situps, pushups and pullups.
It's little surprise that these no-frills moves are making a comeback in our over-scheduled society, said Anatolia Vick-Kregel, director of the Lifetime Physical Activity Program at Rice University. "We don't always have time to go to the gym," she said. "This is what you can do at home or in your office." 

    
Another reason might be economic, said Michael Stack, an exercise physiologist and president of the Physical Activity Alliance, a coalition of groups that promote physical activity. With no equipment required, calisthenics-based programs are affordable for exercisers and profitable for gyms that offer them. Plus, people may have gotten used to exercising with few accoutrements during the pandemic.
"This trend has been building," Stack said. "The pandemic definitely accelerated it."

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


How effective are calisthenics?

    
    
    

There's plenty of research to suggest that calisthenics can improve everything from muscle strength to aerobic conditioning, Vick-Kregel said. 
"Body weight is phenomenal," she said.
But there are limits to its effects, said John Raglin, a professor of kinesiology at the Indiana University School of Public Health, Bloomington. "It can be effective," Raglin said. "But I think the idea that it can or should replace the use of even simple equipment is wrong-headed."

    
Sometimes, Raglin said, using equipment can actually make exercises simpler or safer to perform. Many people, for example, do pushups with improper form.
"If you're not strong enough or you have joint issues or arthritis, then lying on a bench and using small hand weights can actually be safer and more practical," he said.
It all depends what your goal is
Beyond safety, people looking to significantly increase their strength or muscle size will likely see more dramatic results if they use weights, Raglin said. Doing so "utilizes more of your muscle and generates more force than you could otherwise," he explained.
Lifting weights also damages muscle tissue in a way that can be productive, as muscles grow larger through the body's repair process. Over time, though, it may take larger amounts of weight to keep seeing gains. Progress plateaus as the body gets used to exercises it's done before. 
It's not impossible to grow muscle through calisthenics, Vick-Kregel said; it's just harder to continuously level up exercises for sustained progress without increasing external weight.

    
"After you've done a couple workouts of squatting with your body weight, your body's going to need external load to get stronger or to build muscle tissue," Stack agreed.
In other words, if you're after bulging biceps, you may need more than calisthenics to get there. But if you're just looking to get moving and improve your health, your body is probably enough.
Particularly for the roughly 75% of Americans who aren't meeting federal physical activity guidelines -- which call for at least 75 minutes of vigorous or 150 minutes of moderate aerobic activity a week, plus two strength-training sessions -- calisthenics are a great option, Stack said.
"Body weight is the simplest apparatus you can use," Stack said. "I would encourage anyone who's not exercising to start exercising with just their body."

    
How to begin a calisthenics routine
First, assess your current fitness and mobility, Vick-Kregel said. With the help of a mirror, workout buddy or trainer, see if you can do exercises like planks, pushups and squats with correct form. If not, look for modifications, such as doing pushups from your knees.
Once you feel confident with the fundamentals, aim to perform calisthenics in 10- to 30-minute chunks, two to three times a week, she suggested. (For a little more structure, you can consult the The Five Basic Exercises Plan, or 5BX, a classic calisthenics program developed by the Royal Canadian Air Force in the 1950s.) 
Progressively increase the duration and intensity of your workouts as you get fitter. "Gradual progression is critical," Vick-Kregel emphasized.

As you get more experienced, though, calisthenics can be performed at high intensity. Keogh maintains that these exercises are not just for beginners. There are plenty of ways to increase the difficulty of body-weight exercises over time, making them both highly challenging and effective, he said.
For doubters, Keogh has a blunt message: "Try it."
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                    Health

    Fruitful advice for getting the most from a refrigerator and making groceries last longer




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Groceries lay on a kitchen counter before being sorted for storage in the pantry and refrigerator Oct. 25, 2025, in Flagstaff, Ariz. (AP Photo/Cheyanne Mumphrey)]
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[image: Groceries lay on a kitchen counter before being sorted for storage in the pantry and refrigerator Oct. 25, 2025, in Flagstaff, Ariz. (AP Photo/Cheyanne Mumphrey)]
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[image: Groceries lay on a kitchen counter before being sorted for storage in the pantry and refrigerator Oct. 25, 2025, in Flagstaff, Ariz. (AP Photo/Cheyanne Mumphrey)]
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                                        After carefully choosing the freshest produce at the market, people face even more choices with vegetables, fruit, meat and dairy products at home that can help prolong freshness, minimize waste and prevent foodborne illnesses. 
There are several methods to store and preserve food, such as canning and pickling produce, freezing leftover ingredients, and storing food in the refrigerator. Although refrigeration is effective and most households have the appliance, experts say it is safe to say most families simply set it and forget it.
"Storing perishable items in refrigerated conditions is the first step, but it is necessary to stay aware of how long certain foods have been prepared, exposed to the air, and stored. Refrigerated items are still able to develop mold and dangerous microorganisms like listeria, Salmonella, and E. coli, so consumers must stay alert and take necessary precautions," said Emily Hilliard, press secretary for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

    
This is especially important during the holiday season, when people buy more and expect meals to last. Planning recipes, buying less and being creative with extras and leftovers can help reduce food waste, said Diane Beckles, professor at the University of California, Davis, who studies the quality of fruits and vegetables. She said these steps can also help stretch shopper's budgets, especially with inflation on the rise and federal food aid under threat as the government shutdown continues.
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[image: Kids from Ossie Wera Mitchell Middle School exit the bus in Birmingham, Ala. on Jan 20, 2009. (AP Photo/Butch Dill, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Age isn't everything when deciding if a child is ready to be home alone
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A family walks down a corridor at Lee Hall as college students begin moving in for the fall semester at N.C. State University in Raleigh, N.C., July 31, 2020. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The nest is empty: Parents grapple with mixed emotions after children move out
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: (AP Illustration / Peter Hamlin)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Why the search for meaning can cause 'purpose anxiety,' and what to do about it
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Preparing your groceries for refrigeration

    
    
    
Experts say proper food storage starts before groceries even reach a refrigerator. Buy products before their expiration or "sell by" dates -- which tell stores how long to display their products, and are not safety dates. Follow handling instructions and place foods in the refrigerator within two hours of being at room temperature. Other tips include keeping appliances clean by wiping spills, especially from thawing meat, and discarding spoiled food. The Department of Energy recommends keeping refrigerator temperatures between 35-38 degrees Fahrenheit (1.7-3.3 degrees Celsius).

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Social media offers seemingly endless tips to make food last longer, such as cleaning fruits before refrigerating and storing everything in plastic or glass containers. But experts say there isn't just one right way to properly store many foods.

    
    
    
It comes down to understanding temperature and relative humidity when storing produce, said Wyatt Brown, emeritus professor at California Polytechnic State University in San Luis Obispo. After that, "it becomes more refined" and includes considerations like storage space, timing of meals and personal preference.

    
For Beckles, the most important thing is to eat more fruits and vegetables -- not worrying so much about how they are stored. "I recommend not storing tomatoes in the fridge, but there are people who feel better doing so," she said. "It's not going to taste as good, but if they eat them and get the nutrients, who cares."

    
Fruits and vegetables
Most produce, including fruits, vegetables, leafy greens and herbs, is alive. Experts say refrigerating produce can slow spoilage, if done correctly. Brown, who studied post-harvest technology and taught for 31 years, said refrigeration can also maintain nutrition and extend shelf life.
Experts recommend using your fridge's crisper drawers to separate fruits and vegetables and control humidity. Keep berries dry and wash them just before eating. Refrigerate broccoli, carrots, and green beans, and store leafy greens in plastic or paper bags to prevent wilting.
Some produce, like tomatoes, pears and apples, emit ethylene gas as it spoils causing the surrounding fruits and vegetables to ripen more quickly, so experts say to get rid of rotting food to keep other items fresh. Onions, garlic, apples, nectarines, citrus fruits and squash can all be left on the countertop.
Brown said to consider storing onions and potatoes outside of the refrigerator to limit roots sprouting from the bulbs. "If you store potatoes in the refrigerator for a long time, the starch will break down into sugar, and the Maillard reaction could cause the sugars to produce dark pigments when cooked," he said, explaining the reaction causes dark patches on cooked potatoes.

    
Proteins, including meats, eggs and beans
Uncooked meat should remain chilled and not left at room temperature for more than two hours, or one hour if above 90 degrees Fahrenheit (32 degrees Celsius), federal health agencies say. Avoid thawing meats on the counter, and marinate in the refrigerator, experts say. When placed in the refrigerator, meats should be stored at the bottom to prevent cross-contamination from drips or spills.
Food safety guides from the Food and Drug Administration and the Department of Agriculture's Food and Nutrition Service suggest storing eggs on the middle or back shelves rather than the door, where the temperature is warmer. Avoid washing eggs because it removes their natural protective outer layer called the bloom. Unwashed farm-fresh eggs can be stored at room temperature, but refrigeration extends their shelf life.

    
Dairy products, milk and cheeses
Milk, yogurt and cheeses should all be refrigerated. Experts say yogurt is a ready-to-eat product that can be stored on the top shelves in refrigerators. On the other hand, cheeses should not be stored on top shelves or the door where air circulation could dry them out. Experts say soy, coconut and nut milks should also be refrigerated but, depending on the carton, can be stored at room temperature until opened.
Breads, grains and rice
The FDA advises against refrigerating bread, as it can dry out and become stale. However, refrigeration slows mold growth in humid climates, and freezing preserves quality for up to six months. Non-perishable foods like rice, pasta, and flour can be stored at room temperature.
Other

Ready-to-eat meals and leftovers can be stored on the top shelves for quick and convenient access, while dressings, condiments and non-dairy drinks can be kept in the door where it is warmer. The USDA says leftovers can be kept in the refrigerator for 3 to 4 days or frozen for 3 to 4 months. Alcohol storage depends on the type, whether it's opened, and if it contains dairy or fruit. Opened wine should be refrigerated on its side to slow oxidation and keep the cork moist.
___
Mumphrey reported from Flagstaff, Arizona.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/food-kitchen-grocery-shopping-nutrition-health-cb348a9d6405f31e354a2634ef01920a
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    Is spending all day on your feet at work an occupational hazard?
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- As a citizen of both France and America, Margaux Lantelme has noticed a difference in how store cashiers work in the two countries: in France, they do their jobs sitting down. In the U.S., where Lantelme works a register at REI, cashiers typically spend eight hours a day on their feet.
For Lantelme, a former kayaking instructor, prolonged standing can trigger flare-ups of chronic pain that limit her mobility. She requested a chair to use during her shift and got one. But after a change in management, she had to fill out paperwork to keep the chair, which required multiple doctor visits and insurance co-payments over a period of months. She's still waiting for final approval.
"Not having access to a chair without approval from a doctor, which costs money and time and energy, is really ridiculous," Lantelme said. "I personally think that people should be able to have access to seating at work anytime they need it."
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[image: Kids from Ossie Wera Mitchell Middle School exit the bus in Birmingham, Ala. on Jan 20, 2009. (AP Photo/Butch Dill, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Age isn't everything when deciding if a child is ready to be home alone
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A family walks down a corridor at Lee Hall as college students begin moving in for the fall semester at N.C. State University in Raleigh, N.C., July 31, 2020. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The nest is empty: Parents grapple with mixed emotions after children move out
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Aches, pains and complications
Standing for long periods can lead to low back pain, fatigue, muscle pain and leg swelling, and it can increase the risk of cardiovascular problems and pregnancy complications, according to a review conducted by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health. Researchers there concluded that movement, whether walking or shifting from a standing to a seated or leaning position, appeared to be the best way of reducing those health hazards. 
Being on one's feet for an extended time also can lead to chronic venous insufficiency, a disease in which damaged veins impact blood circulation, according to the Association of periOperative Registered Nurses, which represents operating room nurses.
The association recommends trying "fatigue-reducing techniques such as alternate propping one foot on a footstool, the use of anti-fatigue mats, using a sit-stand stool and wearing supportive footwear," said Lisa Spruce, senior director of evidence-based perioperative practices at AORN.

    
The right to sit down
Many jobs besides nursing require extended standing: department store sales clerks, hairdressers, surgeons, restaurant cooks and airport workers are just some of the people who perform their roles on their feet. 
Cecilia Ortiz, 43, used to work as an airport wheelchair attendant in Phoenix. "It takes a really hard toll on the knees," she said. The break room had three or four chairs, which wasn't enough for everyone, so workers often went to the hallway and sat on the floor, Ortiz said.
She said she once got written up by her boss for sitting down at an electronic device charging station for 15 minutes after she'd been on her feet for five hours without a break. 
Ortiz now works for a warehouse that provides supplies to the airport, and when she needs to sit, she can.
"It's not so strict over there. If we needed to sit down for any reason there wouldn't be a problem," Ortiz said.
Her former employer, Prospect Airport Services, said it adheres to all local, state and federal labor regulations regarding breaks. "Our employees are welcome to take their breaks and meals in our designated break room or in any common-use space throughout the airport," company spokesperson Jackie Reedy said. "This policy allows our employees to choose the location that best suits their needs." 

    
Unionized workers at the Barnes & Nobles store in Manhattan's Union Square have made access to chairs and the right to sit down under certain conditions a part of their negotiations for their first contract.
"The longer I've been at the job, I've started noticing knee issues, especially because we do a lot of bending down and standing back up when we're shelving books and showing customers things and creating displays," bookseller Bear Spiegel, 28, said. "Being able to have a stool available would be really useful just so I could rest my knees for a couple of minutes throughout the day while I'm doing things on the computer while I'm at the registers."
Spiegel's coworkers suggested wearing a knee brace and athletic tape, and those solutions have helped, but it's hard for him to predict what days he'll need the extra support because his symptoms vary each day, he said. 

    
"There have been days that I've requested a stool and thankfully my managers have allowed me to take them out and use them when needed," Spiegel said.
Barnes & Noble uses chairs or stools routinely for those working off the sales floor when it's sensible to do so, but a lot of a bookseller's work is done on the move, including unpacking, sorting and shelving books, a company spokesperson said.
The Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, which represents about 100,000 workers, has been pushing to include in the contracts it negotiates, including at Barnes & Noble, a guaranteed right to sit during work that can be done seated, said Stuart Appelbaum, the union's president.
During one bargaining session, an employer objected to the demand. Union negotiators used a break that emptied the conference room to underline their position. "The employer came back and saw we had removed all chairs from the negotiating table," Appelbaum said. "I think the point was made."
In the end, the union got the chairs it wanted written into the contract, he said.

    
Sitting once was a protected right
Around the turn of the 20th century, most states in the U.S. had laws requiring seating for female workers. Women were increasingly entering the workforce, and there was a fear that if their jobs were too physically taxing, they might not become pregnant, said Eileen Boris, a labor historian and professor at the University of California, Santa Barbara. 
Women were seen as the "mothers of the human race, and thus we have to protect motherhood," Boris added. "Almost every state had laws, but they weren't enforced." 
Those laws were repealed over time because they applied only to women. One reason was that the women's movement was pushing for equal rights, rather than special treatment, Boris said.
Labor movements in other countries were more successful in establishing requirements about seating. "The English shop movement was much stronger and had more men in it than the U.S.," Boris said.
In 1964, the International Labour Organization, a U.N. agency, adopted workplace standards requiring employers to furnish sufficient and suitable seats, as well as reasonable opportunities for workers to use them. More than 50 countries ratified the agreement, but the U.S. was not one of them.
Today, California, Florida, Massachusetts, Montana, New Jersey, Oregon and Wisconsin are among the states with "right to sit" laws that obligate employers to provide suitable seating for all workers, regardless of gender, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures. 
The city of Ann Arbor, Michigan, approved an ordinance in October that requires manufacturers, retail stores, laundromats, hotels, restaurants, hairdressers, barbers and skin care professionals to let workers sit down as along as sitting doesn't interfere with their duties. A statewide bill also was introduced in Michigan last fall. 
___

Have you overcome an obstacle or made a profound change in your work? Send your questions and story ideas to [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    A good shower is a simple shower, no matter what influencers recommend




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Water flows from a shower head on Wednesday, Aug. 12, 2020, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)]
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                                        You may be seeing elaborate shower cleansing routines on social media: daily exfoliation, double cleansing, antibacterial soap, loads of scented body scrubs and shower oils. 
"I'm kind of appalled by the shower routines," said Dr. Olga Bunimovich, a practicing dermatologist and assistant professor at the University of Pittsburgh.
The multistep processes that have inspired people to spend endless amounts of time sudsing up can harm your skin -- and the environment. Dermatologists say it's all mostly unnecessary. 
"Your skin is a barrier," said Dr. Nicole Negbenebor, a dermatologic surgeon at University of Iowa Health Care. "It's one of the biggest barriers you have. It's you in your natural elements. So you want to treat it right, and then sometimes there can be too much of a good thing."
Here's what to know about how to take a basic shower and indicators that you've gone too far with your routine.

    
The basics of showering
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[image: Bagpipers gather to break a world record for the largest ever bagpipe ensemble playing "It's a Long Way to the Top" by Australian rock band AC/DC in Melbourne, Australia, Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025. (Joel Carrett/AAP Image via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Bagpipers claim world record with AC/DC's 'It's a Long Way to the Top'
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Merat Behnam parks her motorbike outside her cafe in downtown Tehran, Iran, Saturday, Nov. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Women riding the streets of Tehran on motorbikes is the latest sign of Iran's societal change
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this undated photo provided by Bob Ross Inc., Bob Ross poses for a photo in front of one of his paintings. (Bob Ross Inc. via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A happy circumstance: Bob Ross paintings sell for more than $600K to help public TV stations
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    





A shower is a relatively simple routine that usually doesn't require 10 steps or a plethora of products.
A daily shower with lukewarm water and a fragrance-free hypoallergenic cleanser -- followed by hydrating lotion or oil afterward -- will do the trick. 
Don't plan to stay in the shower too long or turn the water temperature too high -- it can strip your skin of the natural oils it needs to maintain its barrier, leaving it vulnerable to dryness and irritation.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


When it comes to soaps, use one meant for sensitive skin. Antibacterial soaps are popular, but experts said they dry out your skin too much for daily use. (However, they can be beneficial for people with an autoimmune skin condition called hidradenitis suppurativa, which causes painful boils and abscesses on the skin.)

    
    
    
Oils can be beneficial for your skin once you're damp and out of the shower, Negbenebor said. But it's important to remember that oil isn't a moisturizer, but a sealant. The water hydrates your skin, but the oil will lock in that moisture. 
"It's nice to hear about skincare routines that do involve both cleansing and also providing hydration," Dr. Lisa Akintilo, a dermatologist at NYU Langone Health, "because that's missing in a lot of people's skin care routine."

    
"Double cleansing" is unnecessary
Some influencers suggest that a skin care routine isn't complete without exfoliation and what's called double cleansing. 
The latter is typically reserved for facial skincare routines, especially when you're wearing makeup, and involves using an oil-based cleanser to break down makeup and excess oil followed by a water-based cleanser to remove any remaining residue. 
Experts said you don't need to bring that practice to the full body. 
"Not only do I not think that we need to double cleanse our skin ... people overuse soap all the time," Bunimovich said. "You should not be soaping up all of your skin, period." Instead, Bunimovich added, wash your privates and your skin folds. 

    
Exfoliate -- but not too much
Exfoliation is meant to remove dead skin cells off our body, and is good for our skin, experts said. But doing it daily could cause a mound of problems, especially if you have dry skin or skin conditions like eczema or acne. 
Manual exfoliation -- that is when you use a body scrub or a rougher loofah -- should be done sparingly to avoid irritation. 
If you see rashes on your skin after exfoliation, it may be a sign you're over doing it. 
A more gentle way of exfoliating is using products that have lactic or glycolic acid, dermatologists said, but not all the time.
Save water, shorten your shower

Showers account for nearly 17% of Americans' indoor water use, the Environmental Protection Agency says.
Multiple states in moderate to severe drought conditions have called for water conservation efforts this year -- including taking shorter showers. 
If you want to get clean and retain your natural oils, a lukewarm shower that gives you enough time to clean your body should do the trick in most cases.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content. 
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    Democrats are becoming a force in traditionally conservative The Villages




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves an American flag and cheers as she participates in a golf cart parade following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                                        THE VILLAGES, Fla. (AP) -- The Villages, one of the world's largest retirement communities, has long been known as a conservative stronghold. In the past, left-leaning residents of the central Florida enclave tended to keep their views to themselves, fearing they might be kicked out of their golf group, excluded from the mahjong club, or disinvited from a neighborhood pool party. 
But Vice President Kamala Harris' emergence as the Democratic Party's presidential candidate has given the small, but enthusiastic group a boost of confidence and a push into the light.
"They are beginning to realize that they have a voice and they can use it," said Diane Foley, president of the Villages Democratic Club, which has seen its membership nearly double since the 2020 election cycle, to around 1,500 people.
Prior to that time, she noted, "Democrats have been inclined to be quiet and to not broadcast their political preferences because we were so overwhelmed by the Republican party." 
Parades of golf carts decorated in support of Harris have rolled through the streets, and second gentleman Doug Emhoff recently paid a visit. Meanwhile, Democrats opting to wear a T-shirt or put up a lawn sign in favor of Harris have had neighbors approach them with relief, saying, "We thought we were the only ones."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joe Dubman takes a picture of friends Chris Stanley, wearing an "I have concepts of a plan" T-shirt poking fun at the recent debate performance of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, and Dee Melvin, wearing a shirt showing support for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, as a group of Democratic friends participate in their regular brunch meet-up, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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Still, most say they choose not to talk politics openly, to avoid tension in Wildwood-The Villages, the official name of this census-designated, master-planned metro area of more than 151,000 people. 
"You want to get along with your neighbors. They're nice people. So we just don't talk about it," says Foley. 
Retired lawyer Howard Underwood, 71, and his wife, Janet, 74, were Republicans for four decades until Donald Trump became the candidate in 2016. 

"We've made common cause with the Democrats, even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," says Underwood, who is now not affiliated with either major party but has volunteered with the Democrats club to support Harris.

Underwood won't go so far as to put a bumper sticker on his car for fear of blowback, but he acknowledges that the political atmosphere is changing, however slightly. 
"Democrats in The Villages has kind of become a thing," he said with a laugh.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wearing matching Harris-Walz T-shirts, Glen Smith, 62, and his wife Suzi, 64, play pickleball with other members of The Villages Democratic Club, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The Smiths say that friends questioned why they would choose to move to such a conservative enclave. "Somebody has to infiltrate," joked Suzi. "Most of our best friends are conservative." Adds Glen, "We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    Most of our best friends are conservative. We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it."


                    
                        - Glen Smith

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Trump flag flies from the home of Dave Farraday, a 74-year-old retired utility worker from Pennsylvania, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Farraday, who registered to vote for the first time in 2016 to support Donald Trump, will again vote for the former President and Republican presidential nominee, over economic issues, but says he would have preferred different candidates to run. Two homes on his street have lawn signs supporting Harris, but Farraday says political differences don't get in the way of neighborliness. "We're all here for one reason, we're retired," he said. "We're relaxing...trying to." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We're all here for one reason, we're retired. We're relaxing... trying to."
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[image: An aerial view shows homes in the sprawling retirement community known as The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Allan Weseman, a retired sports car mechanic, feeds his macaws Kayko, left, and Cranky Clifford, as he waits to show them to interested passersby in Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Weseman, who lives outside The Villages with five macaws, often comes to one of the town squares to find people to share his passion with, letting interested passerby hold friendly Kayko on their arm and take pictures with the birds. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Allan Weseman, a retired sports car mechanic, feeds his macaws Kayko, left, and Cranky Clifford, as he waits to show them to interested passersby in Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lobbyist Barbara DeVane attends a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club to encourage the community's members to vote "yes" on a ballot amendment which would legalize recreational marijuana use for people over 21, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Lobbyist Barbara DeVane attends a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club to encourage the community's members to vote "yes" on a ballot amendment which would legalize recreational marijuana use for people over 21, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris await the arrival of second gentleman Doug Emhoff, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris await the arrival of second gentleman Doug Emhoff, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." Now independents, "We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," said Howard. "The alternative is unthinkable." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." They are now independents. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things... The alternative is unthinkable."


                    
                        - Howard Underwood

                    
                
            

        

    





         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Shelly Newman, 73, who uses a walker due to impaired balance, makes canvassing calls to other Villagers to encourage voter turnout, in her bedroom in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Newman and her husband moved to The Villages in 2013. "When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish," said Newman. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Shelly Newman, 73, who uses a walker due to impaired balance, makes canvassing calls to other Villagers to encourage voter turnout, in her bedroom in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. Newman and her husband moved to The Villages in 2013. "When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish," said Newman. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

    
        
            

                
                    When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish,"


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A retired government worker who preferred not to give her name drives a golf cart decorated with a "Harris for President" sign in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A retired government worker who preferred not to give her name drives a golf cart decorated with a "Harris for President" sign in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        


    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Stickers for the Democratic party adorn the walker of Shelly Newman, 73, as she leaves a meeting of The Villages Democratic Club, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. Newman says people see her stickers and approach her, whispering "You're a Democrat too?" Newman tells them, "Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Stickers for the Democratic party adorn the walker of Shelly Newman, 73, as she leaves a meeting of The Villages Democratic Club, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. Newman says people see her stickers and approach her, whispering "You're a Democrat too?" (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too."


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sign depicting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris alongside the three most recent presidents, from left, Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, decorates a golf cart windshield during a Harris campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A sign depicting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris alongside the three most recent presidents, from left, Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, decorates a golf cart windshield during a Harris campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    There was no effort until Harris came on... It was general depression. No one wanted to get involved."


                    
                        - Villages Democratic Club president Diane Foley


                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Independent voter Patricia Coe, 82, speaks with Diane Foley, president of The Villages Democratic Club, as Foley canvasses at the homes of registered Democrats and of independents who might be open to voting for a Democrat, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Independent voter Patricia Coe, 82, speaks with Diane Foley, president of The Villages Democratic Club, as Foley canvasses at the homes of registered Democrats and of independents who might be open to voting for a Democrat, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    We have gotten death threats about who we are going to vote for,"


                    
                        - Independent voter Patricia Coe

                    
                
            

        

    





    

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024.  (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        


    
        
        
    
        


        


    







    

    
    
    


    
    
        
            
                
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lesley, left, and Matt Dzik, pose for a portrait, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024, in Urbana, Ill. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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        Visually-led storytelling featuring U.S. voters and the issues that matter most to them in the upcoming U.S. election.

AP has photo and video journalists in every region of the U.S. In the run up to the U.S. election, the team is collaborating on a series of visual stories about U.S. voters in their local communities.

    



        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        

    

    



    



                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/energized-democrats-conservative-villages-harris-emhoff-320a1cff9d66d806c41bc3dee9210975
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    'Why? Why? Why?' Ukraine's Mariupol descends into despair




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            11 of 30 | 
            A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MSTYSLAV CHERNOV, EVGENIY MALOLETKA and LORI HINNANT

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
        
    

                                        MARIUPOL, Ukraine (AP) -- The bodies of the children all lie here, dumped into this narrow trench hastily dug into the frozen earth of Mariupol to the constant drumbeat of shelling. 
There's 18-month-old Kirill, whose shrapnel wound to the head proved too much for his little toddler's body. There's 16-year-old Iliya, whose legs were blown up in an explosion during a soccer game at a school field. There's the girl no older than 6  who wore the pajamas with cartoon unicorns, among the first of Mariupol's children to die from a Russian shell. 
They are stacked together with dozens of others in this mass grave on the outskirts of the city. A man covered in a bright blue tarp, weighed down by stones at the crumbling curb. A woman wrapped in a red and gold bedsheet, her legs neatly bound at the ankles with a scrap of white fabric. Workers toss the bodies in as fast as they can, because the less time they spend in the open, the better their own chances of survival.

    
"The only thing (I want) is for this to be finished," raged worker Volodymyr Bykovskyi, pulling crinkling black body bags from a truck. "Damn them all, those people who started this!" 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
More bodies will come, from streets where they are everywhere and from the hospital basement where adults and children are laid out awaiting someone to pick them up. The youngest still has an umbilical stump attached. 

    
    
    
Each airstrike and shell that relentlessly pounds Mariupol -- about one a minute at times -- drives home the curse of a geography that has put the city squarely in the path of Russia's domination of Ukraine. This southern seaport of 430,000 has become a symbol of Russian President Vladimir Putin's drive to crush democratic Ukraine -- but also of a fierce resistance on the ground. 
In the nearly three weeks since Russia's war began, two Associated Press journalists have been the only international media present in Mariupol, chronicling its fall into chaos and despair. The city is now encircled by Russian soldiers, who are slowly squeezing the life out of it, one blast at a time.

    
Several  appeals for humanitarian corridors to evacuate civilians went unheeded, until Ukrainian officials said Wednesday that about 30,000 people had fled in convoys of cars. Airstrikes and shells have hit the maternity hospital, the fire department, homes, a church, a field outside a school. For the estimated hundreds of thousands who remain, there is quite simply nowhere to go. 
The surrounding roads are mined and the port blocked. Food is running out, and the Russians have stopped humanitarian attempts to bring it in. Electricity is mostly gone and water is sparse, with residents melting snow to drink. Some parents have even left their newborns at the hospital, perhaps hoping to give them a chance at life in the one place with decent electricity and water.
People burn scraps of furniture in makeshift grills to warm their hands in the freezing cold and cook what little food there still is. The grills themselves are built with the one thing in plentiful supply: bricks and shards of metal scattered in the streets from destroyed buildings. 

    
Death is everywhere. Local officials have tallied more than 2,500 deaths in the siege, but many bodies can't be counted because of the endless shelling. They have told families to leave their dead outside in the streets because it's too dangerous to hold funerals. 
Many of the deaths documented by the AP were of children and mothers, despite Russia's claims that civilians haven't been attacked.

    
    
    
"They have a clear order to hold Mariupol hostage, to mock it, to constantly bomb and shell it," Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on March 10. 
Just weeks ago, Mariupol's future seemed much brighter. 
If geography drives a city's destiny, Mariupol was on the path to success, with its thriving iron and steel plants, a deep-water port and high global demand for both. Even the dark weeks of 2014, when the city nearly fell to Russia-backed separatists in vicious street battles, were fading into memory. 

    
    
    

    
And so the first few days of the invasion had a perverse familiarity for many residents. About 100,000 people left at that time while they still could, according to Serhiy Orlov, the deputy mayor. But most stayed put, figuring they could wait out whatever came next or eventually make their way west like so many others. 
"I felt more fear in 2014, I don't feel the same panic now," Anna Efimova said as she shopped for supplies at a market on Feb. 24. "There is no panic. There's nowhere to run, where can we run?" 
That same day, a Ukrainian military radar and airfield were among the first targets of Russian artillery. Shelling and airstrikes could and did come at any moment, and people spent most of their time in shelters. Life was hardly normal, but it was livable. 
By Feb. 27, that started to change, as an ambulance raced into a city hospital carrying a small motionless girl, not yet 6. Her brown hair was pulled back off her pale face with a rubber band, and her pajama pants were bloodied by Russian shelling. 

    
Her wounded father came with her, his head bandaged. Her mother stood outside the ambulance, weeping. 
As the doctors and nurses huddled around her, one gave her an injection. Another shocked her with a defibrillator. A doctor in blue scrubs, pumping oxygen into her, looked straight into the camera of an AP journalist allowed inside and cursed. 
"Show this to Putin," he stormed with expletive-laced fury. "The eyes of this child and crying doctors." 
They couldn't save her. Doctors covered the tiny body with her pink striped jacket and gently closed her eyes. She now rests in the mass grave. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
The same geography that for so long worked in Mariupol's favor had turned against it. The city stands squarely between regions controlled by the Russia-backed separatists -- about 10 kilometers (six miles) to the east at the closest point -- and the Crimean Peninsula annexed by Russia in 2014. The capture of Mariupol would give the Russians a clear land corridor all the way through, controlling the Sea of Azov. 
As February ended, the siege began. Ignoring the danger, or restless, or perhaps just feeling invincible as teenagers do, a group of boys met up a few days later, on March 2, to play soccer on a pitch outside a school. 
A bomb exploded. The blast tore through Iliya's legs. 
The odds were against him, and increasingly against the city. The electricity went out yet again, as did most mobile networks. Without communications, medics had to guess which hospitals could still handle the wounded and which roads could still be navigated to reach them. 
Iliya couldn't be saved. His father, Serhii, dropped down, hugged his dead boy's head and wailed out his grief. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 4, it was yet another child in the emergency room -- Kirill, the toddler struck in the head by shrapnel. His mother and stepfather bundled him in a blanket. They hoped for the best, and then endured the worst. 
"Why? Why? Why?" his sobbing mother, Marina Yatsko, asked in the hospital hallway, as medical workers looked on helplessly. She tenderly unwrapped the blanket around her lifeless child to kiss him and inhale his scent one last time, her dark hair falling over him. 
That was the day the darkness settled in for good -- a blackout in both power and knowledge. Ukrainian television and radio were cut, and car stereos became the only link to the outside world. They played Russian news, describing a world that couldn't be further from the reality in Mariupol.
As it sunk in that there was truly no escape, the mood of the city changed. It didn't take long for grocery store shelves to empty. Mariupol's residents cowered by night in underground shelters and emerged by day to grab what they could before scurrying underground again. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 6, in the way of desperate people everywhere, they turned on each other. On one street lined with darkened stores, people smashed windows, pried open metal shutters, grabbed what they could. 
A man who had broken into a store found himself face to face with the furious shopkeeper, caught red-handed with a child's rubber ball. 
"You bastard, you stole that ball now. Put the ball back. Why did you even come here?" she demanded. Shame written on his face, he tossed the ball into a corner and fled. 
Nearby, a soldier emerged from another looted store, on the verge of tears. 
"People, please be united. ... This is your home. Why are you smashing windows, why are you stealing from your shops?" he pleaded, his voice breaking. 
Yet another attempt to negotiate an evacuation failed. A crowd formed at one of the roads leading away from the city, but a police officer blocked their path. 
"Everything is mined, the ways out of town are being shelled," he told them. "Trust me, I have family at home, and I am also worried about them. Unfortunately, the maximum security for all of us is to be inside the city, underground and in the shelters." 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]



        

        
        
            
                    A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
And that's where Goma Janna could be found that night, weeping beside an oil lamp that threw light but not enough heat to take the chill off the basement room. She wore a scarf and a cheery turquoise snowflake sweater as she roughly rubbed the tears from her face, one side at a time. Behind her, beyond the small halo of light, a small group of women and children crouched in the darkness, trembling at the explosions above. 
"I want my home, I want my job. I'm so sad about people and about the city, the children," she sobbed. 
This agony fits in with Putin's goals. The siege is a military tactic popularized in medieval times and designed to crush a population through starvation and violence, allowing an attacking force to spare its own soldiers the cost of entering a hostile city. Instead, civilians are the ones left to die, slowly and painfully. 
Putin has refined the tactic during his years in power, first in the Chechen city of Grozny in 2000 and then in the Syrian city of Aleppo in 2016. He reduced both to ruins.
"It epitomizes Russian warfare, what we see now in terms of the siege," said Mathieu Boulegue, a researcher for Chatham House's Russia program. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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By March 9, the sound of Russian fighter jets in Mariupol was enough to send people screaming for cover -- anything to avoid the airstrikes they knew would follow, even if they didn't know where.
The jets rumbled across the sky, this time decimating the maternity hospital. They left a crater two stories deep in the courtyard. 
Rescuers rushed a pregnant woman through the rubble and light snow as she stroked her bloodied belly, face blanched and head lolling listlessly to the side. Her baby was dying inside her, and she knew it, medics said. 
"Kill me now!" she screamed, as they struggled to save her life at another hospital even closer to the front line. 
The baby was born dead. A half-hour later, the mother died too. The doctors had no time to learn either of their names.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
Another pregnant woman, Mariana Vishegirskaya, was waiting to give birth at the maternity hospital when the strike hit. Her brow and cheek bloodied, she clutched her belongings in a plastic bag and navigated the debris-strewn stairs in polka-dot pajamas. Outside the ruined hospital, she stared motionless with wide blue eyes at the crackling flames. 
Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shellfire. Baby Veronika drew her first breath on March 10. 
The two women -- one dead and one a mother -- have since become the symbol of their blackened, burning hometown. Facing worldwide condemnation, Russian officials claimed that the maternity hospital had been taken over by far-right Ukrainian forces to use as a base and emptied of patients and nurses. 
In two tweets, the Russian Embassy in London posted side-by-side images of AP photos with the word "FAKE" over them in red text. They claimed that the maternity hospital had long been out of operation, and that Vishegirskaya was an actress playing a role. Twitter has since removed the tweets, saying they violated its rules. 

    
    
    
The AP reporters in Mariupol who documented the attack in video and photos saw nothing to indicate the hospital was used as anything other than a hospital. There is also nothing to suggest Vishegirskaya, a Ukrainian beauty blogger from Mariupol, was anything but a patient. Veronika's birth attests to the pregnancy that her mother carefully documented on Instagram, including one post in which she is wearing the polka-dot pajamas. 
Two days after Veronika was born, four Russian tanks emblazoned with the letter Z took up position near the hospital where she and her mother were recovering. An AP journalist was among a group of medical workers who came under sniper fire, with one hit in the hip. 
The windows rattled, and the hallways were lined with people with nowhere else to go. Anastasia Erashova wept and trembled as she held a sleeping child. Shelling had just killed her other child as well as her brother's child, and Erashova's scalp was encrusted with blood. 
"I don't know where to run to," she cried out, her anguish growing with every sob. "Who will bring back our children? Who?" 
By early this week, Russian forces had seized control of the building entirely, trapping medics and patients inside and using it as a base, according to a doctor there and local officials.
Orlov, the deputy mayor, predicted worse is soon to come. Most of the city remains trapped.

"Our defenders will defend to the last bullet," he said. "But people are dying without water and food, and I think in the next several days we will count hundreds and thousands of deaths."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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___
Hinnant reported from Paris. Vasylisa Stepanenko contributed to this report, along with Andrew Meldrum in Cape Town, South Africa.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the Ukraine crisis at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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    Relentless rise in carbon pollution from fossil fuels slightly dampens climate-fighting hopes




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A BP oil refinery operates in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner, File)]
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                                        BELEM, Brazil (AP) -- For each of the past several years, scientists, analysts and officials have been hoping that it would be the year when emissions from the burning of coal, oil and natural gas would stop going up.
They'll have to wait another year.
For the second straight year, emissions from fossil fuels rose 1.1% in 2025, scientists reported Wednesday at United Nations climate negotiations. It's not a big jump. It's one of the smallest in recent non-pandemic years. But negotiators gathering for the COP30 conference on the edge of the Amazon are trying to curb warming global temperatures by getting fossil fuel emissions to stop rising and then plunge. 
"It's disappointing that we haven't brought down carbon dioxide emissions," said University of Exeter scientist Stephen Sitch, a member of the Global Carbon Project, which uses data from around the world to calculate the yearly emissions figure and publishes it in two scientific journals. His colleague Glen Peters of CICERO Center for International Climate Research in Norway called carbon emissions increase "relentless."

    
    
    
Heading to a future where 'we're going to cook'
A second report from a different scientific group examined how much warming the world is on track for, given this year's carbon emissions and governmental policies. The report by Climate Action Tracker shows the last four years of climate fighting efforts haven't much changed projections for a hotter future much. In fact, the scientists found that actions by U.S. President Donald Trump's administration this year have added a bit more warmth to their projections.
"Unless there's a change in political momentum, we're going to cook. There's no doubt about it," said Climate Analytics CEO Bill Hare, one of the report's authors.
Climate Action Tracker said the world is now on target for 2.6 degrees Celsius (4.7 degrees Fahrenheit) of warming above mid 1800s levels, a slight drop from last year's projections of 2.7 degrees (4.9 degrees Fahrenheit), but most of that drop was from changes in the way scientists looked at China's numbers, not that much from new policies put in places.

    
    
    

    
The 2015 Paris Agreement sent an international goal of limiting warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) since the mid 1800s.
Climate Action Tracker also looked at projections based on each country's climate-fighting plan submitted this year leading up to the climate conference in Belem, Brazil. The future based on those pledges looks a tenth of a degree warmer than it did a year ago, according to their report. Much of that is the effect of Trump's dismantling of American pollution fighting efforts, said NewClimate Institute's Ana Missirliu, an author of the report.
If countries do what they promise, the world is heading to 2.2 degrees Celsius (4 degrees Fahrenheit) of warming above 1800s levels, the report said.
Experts at the climate conference said they see hope and progress, but the emission numbers from this year still hurt.

    
"When I hear that emissions are still going up, I'm truly troubled," said former German top climate negotiator Jennifer Morgan.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Kyger Creek Power Plant, a coal-fired power plant, operates April 14, 2025, near Cheshire, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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2.7 million pounds of carbon dioxide a second
The carbon project scientists projected that this year the burning of fossil fuels and making of cement will have put another 42 billion tons (38.1 billion metric tons) of carbon dioxide in the air. That's the equivalent of nearly 2.7 million pounds (1.2 million kilograms) of heat-trapping gas going into the air every second.
It's more than double the emissions the world put up in 1983.
One bright point is that 35 countries cut their fossil fuel emissions from last year and were still thriving economically, Sitch said. But at the same time the United States, which used to be cutting fossil fuel carbon dioxide emissions, spewed 2% more pollution in 2025 than 2024. 
China stayed the same as the year before, giving scientists and analysts hope that emissions from the No. 1 carbon polluting country may have peaked.
Aviation pollution went up 6.8% from 2024 to 2025, the report said.
And the slight rise in carbon pollution from fossil fuels was balanced out by a big drop in deforestation and other land use changes. Between land use and fossil fuels Earth's overall emissions was about the same as 2024, the report said.

    
__
Melina Walling contributed to this report.
__

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Death toll from Hurricane Melissa rises to 45 in Jamaica, with 15 others still missing




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: People gather among debris near a bridge in Black River, Jamaica, Oct. 30, 2025, in the aftermath of Hurricane Melissa. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)]
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                                        SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) -- The number of confirmed deaths from Hurricane Melissa in Jamaica rose to 45, with 15 other people missing, authorities said Tuesday.
The death toll is expected to rise, with officials still trying to reach two towns that remain cut off since the catastrophic Category 5 storm made landfall in western Jamaica on Oct. 28.
Helicopters have been dropping food and other basic supplies in those two communities, said Alvin Gayle, director general of Jamaica's emergency management office.
He said the storm has displaced 30,000 households, with 1,100 people still living in 88 emergency shelters that remain open.
U.N. deputy spokesperson Farhan Haq said shelter remains a major concern, with 40,000 tarpaulins unable to be delivered due to damaged and blocked roads.
Nearly three dozen roadways remain blocked as crews continue to remove debris, Gayle said.

    
Officials noted that 50% of customers have mobile service, and more than 70% of customers now have water.
Meanwhile, crews have restored power to more than 60% of customers.
"This is a solid milestone given the scale of destruction," said Hugh Grant, president and CEO of Jamaica's power company.



    
        




    




He noted that power was restored Tuesday to Montego Bay's international airport.

    
    
    
Hurricane Melissa was one of the strongest Atlantic hurricanes on record. It shredded Jamaica's western region and then made landfall in eastern Cuba, where it destroyed homes and crops.

    
    
    
Haq said that more than 54,000 people in Cuba have been unable to return to their homes, including 7,500 living in official shelters. He noted that the number of affected health facilities has increased from 460 to more than 600, while the number of damaged homes has climbed from 60,000 to 90,000.
The storm also unleased heavy flooding in southwestern Haiti, where it was blamed for at least 43 deaths. Petit Goave was among the hardest hit communities in that region, where officials with the U.N.'s World Food Program were distributing food to more than 40,000 people.

    
Aid has been pouring into the three nations as people struggle to recover from the storm.

On Monday, the U.S. government announced an additional $10 million in funds for Jamaica and another $2.5 million for Haiti, for a total of nearly $37 million for the nations affected, including Cuba and the Bahamas.
____
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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    ByHeart recalls all baby formula sold nationwide as infant botulism outbreak grows
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            Baby formula manufacturer ByHeart recalled all of its products sold nationwide Tuesday. The move comes days after some batches were recalled amid an expanding outbreak of infant botulism.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated image provided by ByHeart shows ByHeart formula products.(ByHeart via AP)]
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            This undated image provided by ByHeart shows ByHeart formula products.(ByHeart via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sign for ByHeart, a manufacturer of organic baby formula, is displayed outside a building that houses a plant for the company on Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2025, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            A sign for ByHeart, a manufacturer of organic baby formula, is displayed outside a building that houses a plant for the company on Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2025, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sign for ByHeart, a manufacturer of organic baby formula, is displayed outside a building that houses a plant for the company on Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2025, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Vehicles are seen at a building that houses ByHeart, a manufacturer of organic baby formula, plant on Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2025, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Vehicles are seen at a building that houses ByHeart, a manufacturer of organic baby formula, plant on Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2025, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sign for ByHeart, a manufacturer of organic baby formula, is displayed outside a building that houses a plant for the company on Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2025, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            A sign for ByHeart, a manufacturer of organic baby formula, is displayed outside a building that houses a plant for the company on Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2025, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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                                        ByHeart, a manufacturer of organic baby formula, recalled all of its products sold nationwide Tuesday, days after some batches were recalled in an expanding outbreak of infant botulism.
At least 15 babies in 12 states have been sickened in the outbreak since August, with more cases pending, according to state and federal health officials. All of the infants were hospitalized after consuming ByHeart formula, officials said. No deaths have been reported.
ByHeart officials expanded the voluntary recall from two lots announced Saturday to all products in consumers' homes and in stores. That includes ByHeart Whole Nutrition Infant Formula and Anywhere Pack pouches of powdered formula. The company sells about 200,000 cans of infant formula a month online and in stores such as Target, Walmart, Albertsons and Whole Foods, according to Dr. Devon Kuehn, chief medical officer.

    
Parents and caregivers who have the formula in their homes "should immediately discontinue use and dispose of the product," Kuehn said.
Company officials said they enacted the unusual recall "in close collaboration" with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration even though no product that was previously unopened tested positive for the contamination. The type of bacteria that produces the toxin is widespread in the environment and could come from sources other than the formula, company officials said.



    
        




    




"This action underscores ByHeart's core mission: protecting babies above all else," the company said in a statement.

    
    
    
California health officials earlier confirmed that a sample from an open can of ByHeart baby formula fed to an infant who got sick contained the toxin-producing type of bacteria.
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration recommended that ByHeart expand its recall because of the number of ill infants that reported consuming the formula, the identification of additional lot codes, the growing case count and the results of the California testing.

    
The FDA is investigating 84 cases of infant botulism detected since August. Of those, 15 consumed ByHeart formula, the agency said in a statement.
"This information shows that ByHeart brand formula is disproportionately represented among sick infants in this outbreak, especially given that ByHeart represents an estimated 1% of all infant formula sales in the United States," the FDA statement said.
Illnesses began between Aug. 9 and Nov. 10, federal officials said. Cases were reported in Arizona, California, Illinois, Kentucky, Minnesota, North Carolina, New Jersey, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Texas and Washington.
Investigators have not identified any other infant formula brands or other sources of exposure in the outbreak, officials said.
ByHeart produces formula powder at a plant in Allerton, Iowa, and then ships it to a site in Portland, Oregon, for canning and distribution, Kuehn said. U.S. Food and Drug Administration inspectors were at the Portland plant Monday, she added.
In addition to the broad recall, the company said it is testing every batch of formula with an independent third-party laboratory, providing health officials full access to its sites and sharing results with regulators as they become available.

    
Infant botulism is a rare and serious illness that occurs in babies under age 1, whose gut microbiomes are immature. It is caused when the infants consume bacteria that contain spores that produce a toxin in the gut. Symptoms include constipation, poor feeding, drooping eyelid, weak muscle tone, difficulty swallowing and breathing problems, among others.
Babies who develop those symptoms need immediate medical attention. The sole treatment for the infection is BabyBIG, an IV medication made from blood plasma of people immunized against botulism.
___ 

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Lifelong drugs for autoimmune diseases don't work well. Now scientists are trying something new




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    CAR-T therapy was originally developed for leukemias and lymphomas, and the breakthrough treatment is now also being used for autoimmune diseases. Here's a look at how the powerful CAR-T cell therapy works. (AP Animation/Hao Li; Production/Shelby Lum)
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                                        Scientists are trying a revolutionary new approach to treat rheumatoid arthritis, multiple sclerosis, lupus and other devastating autoimmune diseases -- by reprogramming patients' out-of-whack immune systems.
When your body's immune cells attack you instead of protecting you, today's treatments tamp down the friendly fire but they don't fix what's causing it. Patients face a lifetime of pricey pills, shots or infusions with some serious side effects -- and too often the drugs aren't enough to keep their disease in check.
"We're entering a new era," said Dr. Maximilian Konig, a rheumatologist at Johns Hopkins University who's studying some of the possible new treatments. They offer "the chance to control disease in a way we've never seen before."
How? Researchers are altering dysfunctional immune systems, not just suppressing them, in a variety of ways that aim to be more potent and more precise than current therapies.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, who has lupus, leaves her monthly lupus-focused IV treatment at UMass Memorial Medical Center, Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Disease of 1,000 faces shows how science is tackling immunity's dark side
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ruth Wilson, left, whose lupus took six years to diagnose, receives her monthly lupus-focused IV treatment at UMass Memorial Medical Center, Jan. 14, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                There are more than 100 autoimmune diseases, and they mostly strike women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ruth Wilson, who has lupus, nicknamed the disease of 1,000 faces for its variety of symptoms, watches speakers address the crowd at the Walk with Us to Cure Lupus fundraising event, Saturday, Oct. 18, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                PHOTO ESSAY: One woman's journey with lupus, the disease of 1,000 faces
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




They're highly experimental and, because of potential side effects, so far largely restricted to patients who've exhausted today's treatments. But people entering early-stage studies are grasping for hope.
"What the heck is wrong with my body?" Mileydy Gonzalez, 35, of New York remembers crying, frustrated that nothing was helping her daily lupus pain.

    
Diagnosed at 24, her disease was worsening, attacking her lungs and kidneys. Gonzalez had trouble breathing, needed help to stand and walk and couldn't pick up her 3-year-old son when last July, her doctor at NYU Langone Health suggested the hospital's study using a treatment adapted from cancer.

    
    
    
Gonzalez had never heard of that CAR-T therapy but decided, "I'm going to trust you." Over several months, she slowly regained energy and strength.
"I can actually run, I can chase my kid," said Gonzalez, who now is pain- and pill-free. "I had forgotten what it was to be me."
'Living drugs' reset rogue immune systems

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Maximilian Konig, a rheumatologist at Johns Hopkins University, sits for a portrait in the lab where he's studying some possible new treatments for autoimmune diseases, Tuesday, May 13, 2025, in Baltimore, Md. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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CAR-T was developed to wipe out hard-to-treat blood cancers. But the cells that go bad in leukemias and lymphomas -- immune cells called B cells -- go awry in a different way in many autoimmune diseases.
Some U.S. studies in mice suggested CAR-T therapy might help those diseases. Then in Germany, Dr. Georg Schett at the University of Erlangen-Nuremberg tried it with a severely ill young woman who had failed other lupus treatment. After one infusion, she's been in remission -- with no other medicine -- since March 2021.

    
Last month, Schett told a meeting of the American College of Rheumatology how his team gradually treated a few dozen more patients, with additional diseases such as myositis and scleroderma -- and few relapses so far. 
Those early results were "shocking," Hopkins' Konig recalled.

    
    
    
They led to an explosion of clinical trials testing CAR-T therapy in the U.S. and abroad for a growing list of autoimmune diseases.
How it works: Immune soldiers called T cells are filtered out of a patient's blood and sent to a lab, where they're programmed to destroy their B cell relatives. After some chemotherapy to wipe out additional immune cells, millions of copies of those "living drugs" are infused back into the patient.

    
While autoimmune drugs can target certain B cells, experts say they can't get rid of those hidden deep in the body. CAR-T therapy targets both the problem B cells and healthy ones that might eventually run amok. Schett theorizes that the deep depletion reboots the immune system so when new B cells eventually form, they're healthy.
Other ways to reprogram rogue cells

    
    
    
CAR-T is grueling, time consuming and costly, in part because it is customized. A CAR-T cancer treatment can cost $500,000. Now some companies are testing off-the-shelf versions, made in advance using cells from healthy donors.
Another approach uses "peacekeeper" cells at the center of this year's Nobel Prize. Regulatory T cells are a rare subset of T cells that tamp down inflammation and help hold back other cells that mistakenly attack healthy tissue. Some biotech companies are engineering cells from patients with rheumatoid arthritis and other diseases not to attack, like CAR-T does, but to calm autoimmune reactions.

    
Scientists also are repurposing another cancer treatment, drugs called T cell engagers, that don't require custom engineering. These lab-made antibodies act like a matchmaker. They redirect the body's existing T cells to target antibody-producing B cells, said Erlangen's Dr. Ricardo Grieshaber-Bouyer, who works with Schett and also studies possible alternatives to CAR-T. 
Last month, Grieshaber-Bouyer reported giving a course of one such drug, teclistamab, to 10 patients with a variety of diseases including Sjogren's, myositis and systemic sclerosis. All but one improved significantly and six went into drug-free remission.
Next-generation precision options

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Human stem cells used in research into autoimmune diseases are visible under a microscope in a lab at the National Institutes of Health, Monday, Aug. 25, 2025, in Bethesda, Md. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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Rather than wiping out swaths of the immune system, Hopkins' Konig aims to get more precise, targeting "only that very small population of rogue cells that really causes the damage."

    
B cells have identifiers, like biological barcodes, showing they can produce faulty antibodies, Konig said. Researchers in his lab are trying to engineer T cell engagers that would only mark "bad" B cells for destruction, leaving healthy ones in place to fight infection.
Nearby in another Hopkins lab, biomedical engineer Jordan Green is crafting a way for the immune system to reprogram itself with the help of instructions delivered by messenger RNA, or mRNA, the genetic code used in COVID-19 vaccines.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. William Ambler, a translational research scholar who studies how biological sex affects the risk of autoimmune diseases, looks at cells under a microscope in the lab where he works at the National Institutes of Health, Monday, Aug. 25, 2025, in Bethesda, Md. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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In Green's lab, a computer screen shines with brightly colored dots that resemble a galaxy. It's a biological map that shows insulin-producing cells in the pancreas of a mouse. Red marks rogue T cells that destroy insulin production. Yellow indicates those peacemaker regulatory T cells -- and they're outnumbered.
Green's team aims to use that mRNA to instruct certain immune "generals" to curb the bad T cells and send in more peacemakers. They package the mRNA in biodegradable nanoparticles that can be injected like a drug. When the right immune cells get the messages, the hope is they'd "divide, divide, divide and make a whole army of healthy cells that then help treat the disease," Green said.
The researchers will know it's working if that galaxy-like map shows less red and more yellow. Studies in people are still a few years away.
Could you predict autoimmune diseases - and delay or prevent them?

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Biomedical engineer Jordan Green sits for a photo in his office at Johns Hopkins University, Tuesday, May 13, 2025, in Baltimore, Md., where his team is crafting a way for the immune system to reprogram itself with the help of instructions delivered by messenger RNA, or mRNA, the genetic code used in COVID-19 vaccines. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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A drug for Type 1 diabetes "is forging the path," said Dr. Kevin Deane at the University of Colorado Anshutz.
Type 1 diabetes develops gradually, and blood tests can spot people who are brewing it. A course of the drug teplizumab is approved to delay the first symptoms, modulating rogue T cells and prolonging insulin production.
Deane studies rheumatoid arthritis and hopes to find a similar way to block the joint-destroying disease.
About 30% of people with a certain self-reactive antibody in their blood will eventually develop RA. A new study tracked some of those people for seven years, mapping immune changes leading to the disease long before joints become swollen or painful. 
Those changes are potential drug targets, Deane said. While researchers hunt possible compounds to test, he's leading another study called StopRA: National to find and learn from more at-risk people.

    
    
    
On all these fronts, there's a tremendous amount of research left to do -- and no guarantees. There are questions about CAR-T's safety and how long its effects last, but it is furthest along in testing.
Allie Rubin, 60, of Boca Raton, Florida, spent three decades battling lupus, including scary hospitalizations when it attacked her spinal cord. But she qualified for CAR-T when she also developed lymphoma -- and while a serious side effect delayed her recovery, next month will mark two years without a sign of either cancer or lupus. 
"I just remember I woke up one day and thought, 'Oh my god, I don't feel sick anymore,'" she said. 
That kind of result has researchers optimistic.
 "We've never been closer to getting to -- and we don't like to say it -- a potential cure," said Hopkins' Konig. "I think the next 10 years will dramatically change our field forever."

    
    
                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/autoimmune-diseases-cart-mrna-lupus-diabetes-a4204dc6920a219f27eded2df32d0b8b
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    Families of two babies sickened by infantile botulism sue ByHeart over recalled formula
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            Parents of two babies sickened in an infantile botulism outbreak linked to recalled ByHeart infant formula are suing the company. The families allege that their infant daughters, developed the rare and potentially deadly disease after drinking recalled ByHeart formula. (AP Video/Cheyanne Mumphrey; Production: Shelby Lum)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Stephen and Yurany Dexter hold their 4-month-old daughter, who was recently hospitalized for botulism, at their home in Flagstaff, Ariz. on Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Cheyanne Mumphrey)]
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[image: This photo provided by Hanna Everett shows 4-month-old Piper Everett being treated for infantile botulism on Nov. 10, 2025, in a Kentucky hospital. (Hanna Everett via AP)]
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            This photo provided by Hanna Everett shows 4-month-old Piper Everett being treated for infantile botulism on Nov. 10, 2025, in a Kentucky hospital. (Hanna Everett via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by Stephen Dexter, his 2-month-old daughter Rose Dexter is being treated for infantile botulism at Phoenix Children's Hospital on Sept. 4, 2025, in Phoenix, Ariz. (Stephen Dexter via AP)]
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            In this photo provided by Stephen Dexter, his 2-month-old daughter Rose Dexter is being treated for infantile botulism at Phoenix Children's Hospital on Sept. 4, 2025, in Phoenix, Ariz. (Stephen Dexter via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Yurany Dexter holds her 4-month-old daughter, who was recently hospitalized for botulism, at their home in Flagstaff, Ariz. on Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Cheyanne Mumphrey)]
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            Yurany Dexter holds her 4-month-old daughter, who was recently hospitalized for botulism, at their home in Flagstaff, Ariz. on Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Cheyanne Mumphrey)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Stephen Dexter holds a container of ByHeart baby formula, which was recently recalled by ByHeart, in Flagstaff, Ariz., on Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Cheyanne Mumphrey)]
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            Stephen Dexter holds a container of ByHeart baby formula, which was recently recalled by ByHeart, in Flagstaff, Ariz., on Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Cheyanne Mumphrey)
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                                        The parents of at least two babies sickened in an infantile botulism outbreak are suing the makers of the ByHeart baby formula at the heart of a nationwide recall.
Stephen and Yurany Dexter, of Flagstaff, Arizona, said their 4-month-old daughter, Rose, had to be flown by air ambulance to a children's hospital two hours from home and treated for several weeks this summer.
Michael and Hanna Everett, of Richmond, Kentucky, said their daughter, Piper, also 4 months, was rushed to a hospital Nov. 8 with worsening symptoms of the rare and potentially deadly disease.
The lawsuits, filed in federal courts in two states, allege that the ByHeart formula the babies consumed was defective and that the company was negligent in selling it. They seek financial payment for medical bills, emotional distress and other harm.
Both families said they bought the organic formula to provide what they viewed as a natural, healthier alternative to traditional baby formulas, and that they were shocked and angered by the suffering their children endured.

    
"I wouldn't guess that a product designed for a helpless, developing human in the United States could cause something this severe," said Stephen Dexter, 44.
"She's so little and you're just helplessly watching this," said Hanna Everett, 28. "It was awful."

    
    
    
Outbreak began in August
Rose Dexter and Piper Everett are among at least 15 infants in a dozen states who have been sickened in the outbreak that began in August, according to federal and state health officials. No deaths have been reported.
Both received the sole treatment available for botulism in children less than a year old: an IV medication called BabyBIG, made from the blood plasma of people immunized against the neurotoxins that cause the illness.
Investigations into more potential botulism cases are pending after ByHeart, the New York-based formula manufacturer, recalled all of its formula nationwide on Tuesday. At least 84 U.S. babies have been treated for infantile botulism since August, including those in the outbreak, California officials said. 

    
The company sells about 200,000 cans of formula per month. It can take up to 30 days for signs of infantile botulism infection to appear, medical experts said.
California officials confirmed that a sample from an open can of ByHeart formula fed to an infant who fell ill contained the type of bacteria that can lead to illness.
The lawsuits filed Wednesday could be the first of many legal actions against ByHeart, said Bill Marler, a Seattle food safety lawyer who represents Dexter.
"This company potentially faces an existential crisis," he said. 
ByHeart officials didn't respond to questions about the new lawsuits but said they would "address any legal claims in due course."
"We remain focused on ensuring that families using ByHeart products are aware of the recall and have factual information about steps they should take," the company said in a statement.

    
Parents fretted as babies grew sicker
In Rose Dexter's case, she received ByHeart formula within days of her birth in July after breast milk was insufficient, her father said. Stephen Dexter said he went to Whole Foods to find a "natural option."
"I'm a little concerned with things that are in food that may cause problems," he said. "We do our best to buy something that says it's organic."
But Rose, who was healthy at birth, didn't thrive on the formula. She had trouble feeding and was fussy and fretful as she got sicker. On Aug. 31, when she was 8 weeks old, her parents couldn't wake her.
Rose was flown by air ambulance to Phoenix Children's Hospital, where she stayed for nearly two weeks.
Hanna Everett said she used ByHeart to supplement breastfeeding starting when Piper was 6 weeks old. 
"It's supposed to be similar to breast milk," she said.
Last weekend, Piper started showing signs of illness. Everett said she became more worried when a friend told her ByHeart had recalled two lots of its Whole Nutrition Infant Formula. When a family member checked the empty cans, they matched the recalled lots. 
"I was like, 'Oh my god, we need to go to the ER," Everett recalled.

    
At Kentucky Children's Hospital, Piper's condition worsened rapidly. Her pupils stopped dilating correctly and she lost her gag reflex. Her head and arms became limp and floppy.
Doctors immediately ordered doses of the BabyBIG medication, which had to be shipped from California, Everett said. In the meantime, Piper had to have a feeding tube and IV lines inserted.
In both cases, the babies improved after receiving treatment. Rose went home in September and she no longer requires a feeding tube. Piper went home this week. 
They appear to be doing well on different formulas, the families said.
___ 

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    2 new malaria treatments show promise as drug resistance grows
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            Swiss drugmaker Novartis says it has developed the first new class of malaria treatment in about 25 years. A study of the experimental drug, GanLum, in 12 African countries found it works well against the mosquito-borne parasite that causes malaria and seems to block it from spreading.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This October 2024 image provided by Novartis shows GanLum, a new anti-malaria treatment, at a manufacturing facility in Slovenia. (Novartis via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Researchers on Wednesday reported two promising new approaches to counteract malaria's growing resistance to medication -- one involving a new class of drugs.
Switzerland-based Novartis released results of what it called a next-generation treatment. A study of its experimental drug in 12 African countries found it works well against the mosquito-borne parasite that causes malaria and seems to block spread.
The drug, called GanLum, is not yet licensed and more than a year away from being available. 
It's needed, said Dr. David Sullivan, a malaria expert at Johns Hopkins University.
The parasite that causes the disease is developing resistance to existing drugs, meaning "the ice is thinning," Sullivan said. "It hasn't given way, but we're concerned."
GanLum has been given as a packet of tiny powder-like granules, once daily for three days. But getting people to take malaria drugs over several days has been challenging -- some stop after one or two doses makes them feel better. Experts say a third or more of malaria patients fail to complete the current standard three-day treatment course, a problem that can encourage drug resistance and allow curable cases to intensify. 

    
In an effort to offer a one-time treatment, another team of researchers said an experiment in West Africa found a single dose of four widely available malaria drugs proved to be an effective cure.
The two studies were presented Wednesday at the American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene conference in Toronto.

    
Parasite has repeatedly developed drug resistance
Malaria is caused by a parasite that spreads through mosquito bites. Infected people can suffer fever, chills and flu-like illness that, if left untreated, can lead to severe complications and death. It's mainly found in tropical and subtropical climates. The largest death toll in recent years has been seen in children in sub-Saharan Africa.
The medical battle against malaria has ebbed and flowed, as new drugs come along, but the parasite gradually develops the ability to resist them.
At the beginning of this century, for example, resistance to the drug chloroquine was widespread and malaria killed more than 1.8 million people per year. But then came a class of drugs known as artemisinins, which worked well and helped drive a dramatic decline in global malaria death rates. 
Artemisinin-based compounds remain the first-line treatment in most cases. But signs of partial resistance have been reported, and -- for several reasons -- malaria death rates have plateaued or even started to rise in some parts of the world.

    
Study tested 4-drug combo
Dr. Ghyslain Mombo-Ngoma led a study in Gabon in which researchers gave a single-dose treatment combining an artemisinin with three other antimalarial medications -- pyronaridine, sulfadoxine, and pyrimethamine.
From May 2024 to October 2025, he and his colleagues treated more than 1,000 patients, half of them younger than 10, who were sick with malaria but not suffering life-threatening symptoms. A little over half got the four-drug, one-time treatment. The rest got a standard, artemisinin-based treatment. 
Blood tests 28 days later showed 93% of patients who received the one-time treatment were free of parasites compared with 90% who received the standard three-day course. 
Mombo-Ngoma said there are discussions underway with a drug manufacturer to produce a single capsule or packet of pills to help create an inexpensive, easy-to-take cure. 
Sullivan, however, noted that resistance is already established to some components of the treatment, meaning it likely will prove to be "a short-term fix."
Experimental treatment shows promise
Novartis' GanLum is a combination of a new drug, ganaplacide, and an existing long-acting medication, lumefantrine.
In a study involving about 1,700 adults and children in 12 African countries, GanLum was found to have a cure rate of better than 97%, which was a little higher than a common artemisinin-based treatment. It was also highly effective against mutant malaria parasites with partial drug resistance, Novartis officials said.
Side effects included fever and anemia -- similar to what's seen in patients who take some of the current antimalarials, Novartis officials said. There was a higher level of vomiting right after the drug was given, which company officials say may stem from its taste. The company is exploring flavoring or sweetening, a spokesman said.

    
Novartis officials said they are working toward regulatory approvals. George Jagoe of the Medicines for Malaria Venture, which collaborated with Novartis, said he hopes to see GanLum begin rolling out to patients within 18 months.
The new treatment approaches can complement other efforts against malaria, including treated mosquito bed nets and new vaccines, said Dr. Andrea Bosman, a malaria expert with the World Health Organization.
But the promising news comes at a time when funding from the United States and some other sources is being cut, which could impact the ability of scientists to monitor drug resistance or make prevention and treatments available to people who need them, Bosman noted. 

    
"The eyes on the problem are going to be blinded" as aid to malaria-stricken countries declines, he said.
___
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    Denmark's government aims to ban access to social media for children under 15




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Caroline Stage, Danish Minister for Digitalization and representatives from the agreement parties attends a press conference about a new political agreement for better protection of children and young people online, in Copenhagen, Friday, Nov. 7, 2025. (Thomas Traasdahl/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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            Caroline Stage, Danish Minister for Digitalization and representatives from the agreement parties attends a press conference about a new political agreement for better protection of children and young people online, in Copenhagen, Friday, Nov. 7, 2025. (Thomas Traasdahl/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Caroline Stage, Danish Minister for Digitalization and representatives from the agreement parties attends a press conference about a new political agreement for better protection of children and young people online, in Copenhagen, Friday, Nov. 7, 2025. (Thomas Traasdahl/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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                                        Denmark's government on Friday announced an agreement to ban access to social media for anyone under 15, ratcheting up pressure on Big Tech platforms as concerns grow that kids are getting too swept up in a digitized world of harmful content and commercial interests.
The move would give some parents -- after a specific assessment -- the right to let their children access social media from age 13. It wasn't immediately clear how such a ban would be enforced: Many tech platforms already restrict pre-teens from signing up. Officials and experts say such restrictions don't always work.
Such a measure would be among the most sweeping steps yet by a European Union government to limit use of social media among teens and younger children, which has drawn concerns in many parts of an increasingly online world.
Speaking to The Associated Press, Caroline Stage, Denmark's minister for digital affairs, said 94% of Danish children under age 13 have profiles on at least one social media platform, and more than half of those under 10 do. 

    
"The amount of time they spend online -- the amount of violence, self-harm that they are exposed to online -- is simply too great a risk for our children," she said, while praising tech giants as "the greatest companies that we have. They have an absurd amount of money available, but they're simply not willing to invest in the safety of our children, invest in the safety of all of us."

    
No rush to legislation, no loopholes for tech giants
Stage said a ban won't take effect immediately. Allied lawmakers on the issue from across the political spectrum who make up a majority in parliament will likely take months to pass relevant legislation. 
"I can assure you that Denmark will hurry, but we won't do it too quickly because we need to make sure that the regulation is right and that there is no loopholes for the tech giants to go through," Stage said. Her ministry said pressure from tech giants' business models was "too massive." 
It follows a move in December in Australia, where parliament enacted the world's first ban on social media for children -- setting the minimum age at 16.
That made platforms including TikTok, Facebook, Snapchat, Reddit, X and Instagram subject to fines of up to 50 million Australian dollars ($33 million) for systemic failures to prevent children younger than 16 from holding accounts.
Officials in Denmark didn't say how such a ban would be enforced in a world where millions of children have easy access to screens. But Stage noted that Denmark has a national electronic ID system -- nearly all Danish citizens over age 13 have such an ID -- and plans to set up an age-verification app. Several other EU countries are testing such apps. 
"We cannot force the tech giants to use our app, but what we can do is force the tech giants to make proper age verification, and if they don't, we will be able to enforce through the EU commission and make sure that they will be fined up to 6% of their global income."

    
Aiming to shield kids from harmful content online
Many governments have been grappling with ways of limiting harmful fallout from online technologies, without overly squelching their promise. Stage said Denmark's legislative push was "not about excluding children from everything digital" -- but keeping them away from harmful content.
China -- which manufacturers many of the world's digital devices -- has set limits on online game time and smart-phone time for kids. 
Prosecutors in Paris this week announced an investigation into allegations that TikTok allows content promoting suicide and that its algorithms may encourage vulnerable young people to take their own lives.
"Children and young people have their sleep disrupted, lose their peace and concentration, and experience increasing pressure from digital relationships where adults are not always present," the Danish ministry said. "This is a development that no parent, teacher or educator can stop alone."
The EU's Digital Services Act, which took effect two years ago, forbids children younger than 13 to hold accounts on social media like TikTok and Instagram, video sharing platforms like YouTube and Twitch, and sites like Reddit and Discord, as well as AI companions. 

    
Many social media platforms have for years banned anyone 13 or under from signing up for their services. TikTok users can verify their ages by submitting a selfie that will be analyzed to estimate their age. Meta Platforms, parent of Instagram and Facebook, says it uses a similar system for video selfies and AI to help figure out a user's age.
TikTok said in an email that it recognizes the importance of Denmark's initiative. 
"At TikTok, we have steadfastly created a robust trust and safety track record, with more than 50 preset safety features for teen accounts, as well as age appropriate experiences and tools for guardians such as Family Pairing," a tool allowing parents, guardians, and teens to customize safety settings.

    
We look forward to working constructively on solutions that apply consistently across the industry," it added.
Meta didn't respond immediately to requests for comment from the AP.

"We've given the tech giants so many chances to stand up and to do something about what is happening on their platforms. They haven't done it," said Stage, the Danish minister. "So now we will take over the steering wheel and make sure that our children's futures are safe."
___
AP Business Writer Kelvin Chan contributed to this report. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/denmark-social-media-ban-children-7862d2a8cc590b4969c8931a01adc7f4



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Technology

    Watchdog group Public Citizen demands OpenAI withdraw AI video app Sora over deepfake dangers




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The OpenAI logo is seen displayed on a cell phone in front of an image on a computer screen generated by ChatGPT's Dall-E text-to-image model, Friday, Dec. 8, 2023, in Boston. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, file)]
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[image: The OpenAI logo appears on a mobile phone in front of a screen showing part of the company website in this photo taken on Nov. 21, 2023 in New York. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)]
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            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        The tech industry is moving fast and breaking things again -- and this time it is humanity's shared reality and control of our likeness before and after death -- thanks to artificial intelligence image-generation platforms like OpenAI's Sora 2.
The typical Sora video, made on OpenAI's app and spread onto TikTok, Instagram, X and Facebook, is designed to be amusing enough for you to click and share. It could be Queen Elizabeth II rapping or something more ordinary and believable. One popular Sora genre is fake doorbell camera footage capturing something slightly uncanny -- say, a boa constrictor on the porch or an alligator approaching an unfazed child -- and ends with a mild shock, like a grandma shouting as she beats the animal with a broom. 
But a growing chorus of advocacy groups, academics and experts are raising alarms about the dangers of letting people create AI videos on just about anything they can type into a prompt, leading to the proliferation of nonconsensual images and realistic deepfakes in a sea of less harmful "AI slop." OpenAI has cracked down on AI creations of public figures -- among them, Michael Jackson, Martin Luther King Jr. and Mister Rogers -- doing outlandish things, but only after an outcry from family estates and an actors' union. 

    
The nonprofit Public Citizen is now demanding OpenAI withdraw Sora 2 from the public, writing in a Tuesday letter to the company and CEO Sam Altman that the app's hasty release so that it could launch ahead of competitors shows a "consistent and dangerous pattern of OpenAI rushing to market with a product that is either inherently unsafe or lacking in needed guardrails." Sora 2, the letter says, shows a "reckless disregard" for product safety, as well as people's rights to their own likeness and the stability of democracy. The group also sent the letter to the U.S. Congress.



    
        




    




OpenAI didn't respond to requests for comment Tuesday.

    
    
    
"Our biggest concern is the potential threat to democracy," said Public Citizen tech policy advocate J.B. Branch in an interview. "I think we're entering a world in which people can't really trust what they see. And we're starting to see strategies in politics where the first image, the first video that gets released, is what people remember."

    
Branch, author of Tuesday's letter, also sees broader concerns to people's privacy that disproportionately impact vulnerable populations online. 
OpenAI blocks nudity but Branch said that "women are seeing themselves being harassed online" in other ways, such as with fetishized niche content that makes it through the apps' restrictions. The news outlet 404 Media on Friday reported on a flood of Sora-made videos of women being strangled.
OpenAI introduced its new Sora app on iPhones more than a month ago. It launched on Android phones last week in the U.S., Canada and several Asian countries, including Japan and South Korea. 
Much of the strongest pushback has come from Hollywood and other entertainment interests, including the Japanese manga industry. OpenAI announced its first big changes just days after the release, saying "overmoderation is super frustrating" for users but that it's important to be conservative "while the world is still adjusting to this new technology."

    
That was followed by publicly announced agreements with Martin Luther King Jr.'s family on Oct. 16, preventing "disrespectful depictions" of the civil rights leader while the company worked on better safeguards, and another on Oct. 20 with "Breaking Bad" actor Bryan Cranston, the SAG-AFTRA union and talent agencies. 
"That's all well and good if you're famous," Branch said. "It's sort of just a pattern that OpenAI has where they're willing to respond to the outrage of a very small population. They're willing to release something and apologize afterwards. But a lot of these issues are design choices that they can make before releasing."
OpenAI has faced similar complaints about its flagship product, ChatGPT. Seven new lawsuits filed last week in California courts claim the chatbot drove people to suicide and harmful delusions even when they had no prior mental health issues. Filed on behalf of six adults and one teenager by the Social Media Victims Law Center and Tech Justice Law Project, the lawsuits claim that OpenAI knowingly released GPT-4o prematurely last year, despite internal warnings that it was dangerously sycophantic and psychologically manipulative. Four of the victims died by suicide.

    
Public Citizen was not involved in the lawsuits, but Branch said he sees parallels in Sora's hasty release.
He said they're "putting the pedal to the floor without regard for harms. Much of this seems foreseeable. But they'd rather get a product out there, get people downloading it, get people who are addicted to it rather than doing the right thing and stress-testing these things beforehand and worrying about the plight of everyday users."

    
OpenAI spent last week responding to complaints from a Japanese trade association representing famed animators like Hayao Miyazaki's Studio Ghibli and video game makers like Bandai Namco and Square Enix. OpenAI said many anime fans want to interact with their favorite characters, but the company has also set guardrails in place to prevent well-known characters from being generated without the consent of the people who own the copyrights.

"We're engaging directly with studios and rightsholders, listening to feedback, and learning from how people are using Sora 2, including in Japan, where cultural and creative industries are deeply valued," OpenAI said in a statement about the trade group's letter last week.
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                    Technology

    Zuckerberg, Chan shift bulk of philanthropy to science, focusing on AI and biology to curb disease




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg, right, speaks next to his wife, Priscilla Chan, co-founder and co-CEO of the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative (CZI), during an event at the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: Priscilla Chan, co-founder and co-CEO of the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative (CZI), speaks during an event at the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: Dr. David Baker, Nobel laureate in chemistry, speaks during an event at the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: Biohub Founding Technical Director Bridget Carragher speaks during a tour of the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            Biohub Founding Technical Director Bridget Carragher speaks during a tour of the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            BARBARA ORTUTAY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        REDWOOD CITY, Calif. (AP) -- For the past decade, Dr. Priscilla Chan and her husband Mark Zuckerberg have focused part of their philanthropy on a lofty goal -- "to cure, prevent or manage all disease" -- if not in their lifetime, then in their children's. But during that time, they also funded underprivileged schools, immigration reform and efforts around diversity, equity and inclusion.
Now, the billionaire couple is shifting the bulk of their philanthropic resources to Biohub, the pair's science organization, and focusing on using artificial intelligence to accelerate scientific discovery. The idea is to develop virtual, AI-based cell models to understand how they work in the human body, study inflammation and use AI to "harness the immune system" for disease detection, prevention and treatment. 
"I feel like the science work that we've done, the Biohub model in particular, has been the most impactful thing that we have done. So we want to really double down on that. Biohub is going to be the main focus of our philanthropy going forward," Zuckerberg said Wednesday evening at an event at the Biohub Imaging Institute in Redwood City, California. Three other Biohub institutes -- in New York, San Francisco and Chicago, focus on addressing different scientific challenges. 

    
Chan and Zuckerberg have pledged 99% of their lifetime wealth -- from shares of Meta Platforms, where Zuckerberg is CEO -- toward these efforts. Since 2016, when Biohub launched, they have donated $4 billion to basic science research, a figure that does not include operating expenses for running a large-scale computer cluster for life science research. The organization says it is now on track to double that amount over the next decade, with an operating budget of about $1 billion a year. 



    
        




    




Last week, singer Billie Eilish told an audience that included Chan and Zuckerberg that rich people should do more to address the world's problems. 

    
    
    
"Love you all, but there's a few people in here who have a lot more money than me," she said, to a smattering of applause. "And if you're a billionaire, why are you a billionaire? And no hate, but give your money away, shorties."

    
The Chan Zuckerberg Initiative, the couple's charitable organization, has been faced with criticism recently for curtailing its other philanthropic work. Earlier this year, it stopped funding grants related to diversity, equity and inclusion, immigration advocacy and other issues currently in the crosshairs of the Trump administration -- though the focus has been shifting to science and away from social issues for years, the couple says, long before the 2024 election.
"So we basically looked at the ecosystem of science funding and decided that the place that we can make the biggest impact was on tool development," Zuckerberg said. "And specifically working on long-term projects, 10 to 15 years, where the output of them was taking on a biological challenge that would produce a tool that scientists everywhere could use to accelerate the pace of science."

    
The organization earlier this year scrubbed its website's mentions of DEI, including a statement saying "People of color and marginalized communities have experienced a long history of exploitation in the name of scientific research, and indeed science has itself been deployed as a tool of oppression." 
"Going forward, Biohub will be our primary philanthropic effort and where we'll dedicate the vast majority of our resources," Zuckerberg and Chan said in a blog post Thursday. "We will continue our other philanthropic efforts as well, but the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative will serve as infrastructure and support for our initiatives." 
Zuckerberg and Chan's increased commitment to science research comes as the Trump administration has cut billions in scientific research and public health funding. 
Chan, who had worked as a pediatrician and treated children with rare diseases, says what she wanted "more than anything was a way to see what was happening inside their cells -- how genetic mutations were expressed in different cell types and what, exactly, was breaking down."

    
"Until now, that kind of understanding has been out of reach. AI is changing that. For the first time, we have the potential to model and predict the biology of disease in ways that can reveal what's gone wrong and how we can develop new treatments to address it," she said. 
On Thursday, Chan and Zuckerberg also announced that Biohub has hired the team at EvolutionaryScale, an AI research lab that has created large-scale AI systems for the life sciences. Alex Rives, EvolutionaryScale's co-founder, will serve as Biohub's head of science, leading research efforts on experimental biology, data and artificial intelligence. The financial terms were not disclosed. 
Biohub's ambition for the next years and decades is to create virtual cell systems that would not have been possible without recent advances in AI. Similar to how large language models learn from vast databases of digital books, online writings and other media, its researchers and scientists are working toward building virtual systems that serve as digital representations of human physiology on all levels, such as molecular, cellular or genome. As it is open source -- free and publicly available -- scientists can then conduct virtual experiments on a scale not possible in physical laboratories. 

    
Noting that Biohub launched when the couple had their first child, Chan listed off some of the organization's accomplishments, ranging from building the largest single-cell data set, contributing to one of the largest human cell maps, building sensors to measure inflammation in real-time in living cells and researching rare diseases.
That work continues, with a focus on using AI to advance biomedical research. 

"And to anchor it back onto the impact on patients, you know, why do this?" Chan said. "It's like, why is a virtual cell important? We have cured diseases for mice and for flies and for zebrafish, many, many times. And that's great. But we want to make sure that we are actually using biology to push the forefront of medicine for people -- and that is so promising." 
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    8 innovative gifts you didn't know you needed




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This combination of images shows, from left, the Aerflo portable soda-maker system, a child hugging a Pause With Panda emotional support tool, and a dog wearing a PetPace health-monitoring collar. (Aerflo/Pause With Panda/PetPace via AP)]
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[image: This image provided by PROPS Luggage shows the brand's carry-on suitcase with its built-in, luggage-rack legs extended and showing its unique side-opening lid. (PROPS via AP)]
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            This image provided by PROPS Luggage shows the brand's carry-on suitcase with its built-in, luggage-rack legs extended and showing its unique side-opening lid. (PROPS via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by PetPace shows a dog wearing a PetPace health-monitoring collar. (PetPace via AP)]
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            This image provided by PetPace shows a dog wearing a PetPace health-monitoring collar. (PetPace via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Anchor Works shows an AnchorOne Classic umbrella installed in the sand. (Lindsay Sydenham/Anchor Works via AP)]
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            This image provided by Anchor Works shows an AnchorOne Classic umbrella installed in the sand. (Lindsay Sydenham/Anchor Works via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Pause With Panda shows a child hugging a Pause With Panda emotional support tool for kids. (Pause With Panda via AP)]
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            This image provided by Pause With Panda shows a child hugging a Pause With Panda emotional support tool for kids. (Pause With Panda via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Aerflo shows the Aerflo portable soda-maker system, which produces carbonated water on the go. (Aerflo via AP)]
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            This image provided by Aerflo shows the Aerflo portable soda-maker system, which produces carbonated water on the go. (Aerflo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by HARMAN/JBL shows a woman using JBL Tour One M3 SmartTX headphones and the included transmitter to connect to an in-flight entertainment system. (HARMAN/JBL via AP)]
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            This image provided by HARMAN/JBL shows a woman using JBL Tour One M3 SmartTX headphones and the included transmitter to connect to an in-flight entertainment system. (HARMAN/JBL via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by HomePlunge shows a HomePlunge bathtub water chiller. (HomePlunge via AP)]
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            This image provided by HomePlunge shows a HomePlunge bathtub water chiller. (HomePlunge via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Charmin shows a Charmin Forever Roll on a stand. The giant roll promises to last a full month in an average two-person household. (Charmin via AP)]
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            This image provided by Charmin shows a Charmin Forever Roll on a stand. The giant roll promises to last a full month in an average two-person household. (Charmin via AP)
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                                        There are gifts, and then there are gifts, the ones inventive enough to surprise and delight the recipient. Some are fun; others, practical. They all aim to improve how we do or enjoy things.
Consider adding these innovative gifts to your shopping list. There's something here for every budget.
Elevated luggage

Invented by a mom of four who sought to cut down on hotel-room chaos, Props carry-on suitcases have luggage racks built right in. Like a folding table, each suitcase has legs that unfold easily to elevate it off the floor. You could even use it as a snack table or laptop stand at the airport.
Other features include an interior compression packing system, an integrated TSA-approved combination lock, a telescoping handle, two 360-degree spinning wheels at each corner and carry handles on three sides. Available in five colors; 21.5" x 14" x 9.5" (width expandable to 11.5"). $399.

    
A smart collar

Like a fitness tracker for pets, the PetPace V3.0 smart collar is an AI-powered health-monitoring device that tracks pets' locations via GPS and monitors their vital and biometric signs.
Using AI analytics and machine learning, the smart collar gets to "know" your dog or cat over time, collecting data on activity, body temperature, pulse rate and so on. The mobile app tracks and displays subtle changes.
Users also get free access to a veterinarian via 24/7 chat, and the ability to share a link with their own vet to provide historical physiological and behavioral data. $299-$399. plus subscription fees, which start at $13.90 per month.

    
    
    
Secure shade

If there's a beach lover on your list, the AnchorOne Classic Beach Umbrella System will keep them comfortable and safe from the inconvenience -- and danger -- posed by wind-borne umbrellas.
Setting up the umbrella takes about five minutes, and an anchor filled with sand keeps it from blowing away in winds up to 25 mph (40.2 kph). 
An adjustable tray keeps snacks, drinks and cellphones off the sand, and the umbrella's 7-foot (2.1-meter) canopy has an Ultraviolet Protection Factor of 50+. Available in five colors. Carry bags are included for both the umbrella and anchor. $119.99. 

    
Cuddly calm

Talking dolls and stuffed animals have been around for decades; some even "read" books and tell stories. But Pause with Panda uses interactivity for more than entertainment, providing kids with exercises designed to help them regulate their emotions and practice mindfulness.
The cuddly panda's programming guides children through audible, age-appropriate "pauses," including ones aimed at reducing anxiety, improving attention, building emotional awareness, developing compassion, and supporting daily routines and transitions, like bedtime. Caregivers can monitor on the accompanying mobile app.
Topics can be customized for anxiety, sleep and ADHD, and adults can even record their own "pauses" for children to hear.
Suitable for ages 3 and up. $99, including a storybook and stickers.
Sparkle anywhere

    

Sparkling water and seltzer lovers know they can either pay for the bottled stuff or use a kitchen-counter model to carbonate liter-size bottles at home. Now, Aerflo, a portable soda-maker system, lets them make fizzy drinks on the go.
Fill the stainless steel and BPA-, lead- and PFAS-free plastic bottle with water, attach a mini capsule to the cap and screw on the lid. Then tap the cap to release beverage-grade carbon dioxide into the water and give the bottle a shake, repeating as desired for more bubbles.
The set includes a 17-ounce bottle; four refillable capsules, which carbonate four bottles apiece; a three-capsule travel case; and a prepaid shipping box for zero-waste capsule exchanges. $84.
Airborne audio

Many in-flight entertainment systems still require users to plug wired headphones into an airplane's one- or two-pronged audio jack. And the system's lack of a Bluetooth option leaves most folks with wireless earbuds or headsets with two options: Buy a cheap pair from the flight attendant or sit in silence.
The JBL Tour One M3 Smart TX headphones change that. You plug the included touchscreen Bluetooth transmitter into the jack, and the device will connect to the headphones, allowing you to listen to high-resolution, 24-bit audio -- with or without noise cancellation -- and move about freely.
The system also connects to other audio sources, like computers, cellphones and older TVs, and allows two listeners to connect to one transmitter for shared listening. The Zoom-certified headphones let you control how much of your own voice you hear on calls. Available in three colors. $449.95.

    
A frigid friend

Die-hard cold plungers know that tap water isn't frosty enough to provide the chilling effects they seek, and standalone cryotubs can take up too much space in small bathrooms.
Enter HomePlunge, a portable water-cooling unit that can transform any bathtub into an ice bath.
The wheeled unit rolls up to the tub and has a hose arm that draws in water, cools it and then returns it to the tub, reaching set temperatures as low as 34 degrees F (1 degree C) in 30-60 minutes.
When you've had enough, roll the modular chiller out of the way until the next session, which you can schedule in advance via the accompanying mobile app. $2,999.

    
Flushed for the holidays

Toilet paper -- original and inventive? You bet! 
It may get some laughs when they open the box, but Charmin's new supersize Forever Roll just might be the most practical gift you'll ever give.

Although it won't live up to the "forever" hyperbole in its name, each giant roll -- measuring 1 foot (.3 meters) in diameter, weighing 2 pounds (.9 kilograms) and providing 1,700 sheets of 2-ply, septic-safe toilet paper -- promises to last a whole month in an average two-person household.
The starter kit includes two Forever Rolls and a brushed stainless-steel stand, with refills sold separately. $39.99.
___
For more AP gift guides and holiday coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/gift-guide and https://apnews.com/hub/holidays.
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    Transform fallen leaves into valuable leaf mold for your garden this fall




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Fallen leaves cover the base of a row of trees at a garden in Long Island, N.Y., on Nov. 3, 2025. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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[image: Partially decomposed leaf litter appears in Long Island, N.Y., on Nov. 3, 2025. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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[image: Fallen leaves cover the base of a row of trees at a garden in Long Island, N.Y., on Nov. 3, 2025. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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            JESSICA DAMIANO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        There are a lot of leaves outside my window, and I'm guessing your view might be similar. This carpet of dead foliage is often viewed as a nuisance, but it can be an important component in the garden. 
I'll push a 3-inch (7.6-centimeter) layer of them into beds and borders to serve as root-protecting and insect-sheltering winter mulch. When they decompose, they'll also add nutrients to the soil, which will fortify my plants in spring.
Others will make it into the compost pile, which, along with food scraps, weeds and spent annuals and perennials, will cook into what we gardeners call "black gold." But there's another use for fallen leaves that might have escaped your notice: leaf mold.
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[image: Bagpipers gather to break a world record for the largest ever bagpipe ensemble playing "It's a Long Way to the Top" by Australian rock band AC/DC in Melbourne, Australia, Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025. (Joel Carrett/AAP Image via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Bagpipers claim world record with AC/DC's 'It's a Long Way to the Top'
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Merat Behnam parks her motorbike outside her cafe in downtown Tehran, Iran, Saturday, Nov. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Women riding the streets of Tehran on motorbikes is the latest sign of Iran's societal change
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this undated photo provided by Bob Ross Inc., Bob Ross poses for a photo in front of one of his paintings. (Bob Ross Inc. via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A happy circumstance: Bob Ross paintings sell for more than $600K to help public TV stations
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




The benefits of leaf mold
Simpler than compost but similarly beneficial, leaf mold contains only one ingredient -- leaves. It helps increase moisture retention in sandy soil, improve drainage in clay soil, regulate soil temperature and suppress weeds when applied over the soil in beds and borders.
As far as nutrients go, compost wins, but leaf mold is no slacker. It supports earthworms, beneficial insects and soil microbes, and boosts the health and vigor of plants.
Nearly any type of leaves can be used to make leaf mold. Smaller ones, like beech and maple, break down in just a few months, whereas larger, thicker leaves, like those of oak, can take as long as two years.
Avoid using black walnut leaves, which contain a chemical called juglone that is toxic to some plants. Although fully composted black walnut leaves are generally safe to use, the compound might persist in leaf mold, which doesn't age as long.

    
How to make leaf mold
Before making leaf mold, you'll have to decide where to contain it. You can enclose leaves in a chicken-wire surround, pile them into contractor-grade, black plastic trash bags in which you've poked a bunch of holes for air circulation, or place them in an ordinary compost bin.
Regardless, add leaves lasagna-style, alternating with a sprinkling of water and, optionally, a light application of nitrogen fertilizer, which serves to speed up the process (ordinary lawn fertilizer will do).
Check the leaf pile every couple of weeks and water as needed to keep it lightly moist.
In spring, it should resemble humus, the dark, crumbly, nutrient-rich organic matter that serves as a protective layer on the forest floor.
Spread your leaf mold throughout your beds and borders as you would mulch or compost, and add some into the potting mix in your containers. It will release nutrients into the soil that will benefit your plants throughout the growing season.
___

Jessica Damiano writes weekly gardening columns for the AP and publishes the award-winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter. You can sign up here for weekly gardening tips and advice.
___
For more AP gardening stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/gardening.
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                    Religion

    Vatican rehires couple fired from its bank for violating workplace marriage rule




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Silvia Carlucci, right, and Domenico Fabiani, two employees who were fired by the Vatican Bank in October 2024, after their wedding violated a ban on workplace marriage attend an interview with The Associated Press in Rome, Monday, Jan. 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino, File)]
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- A married couple who had been fired from the Vatican bank for violating an internal rule barring workplace marriages has been rehired in a negotiated settlement, the union for Vatican lay employees announced Wednesday.
Silvia Carlucci and Domenico Fabiani filed a wrongful termination lawsuit in January, some four months after they were married. The union called the settlement "a victory of common sense," though it did not say when they would resume working, or in which Vatican office they would be working.
The couple, who came to the marriage with three children between them, said they never considered calling off their Aug. 31, 2024 nuptials after learning of the new regulation. The bank suggested one of them quit, but the couple said they could not afford to due to financial obligations to their children, former spouses and a new mortgage.

    
The union said the victory was not complete, since Vatican procedures do not foresee the reimbursement of legal fees for the prevailing party.
"The emblematic case of Silvia and Domenico suggests that the application of labor law needs more solid foundations,'' the union said in a statement posted on its website.


It noted that there were no social nets to support the couple during the period they were fighting for reinstatement, and underlined that the regulation that led to the couple's dismissal would be deemed unconstitutional in Italy.

The couple has not commented publicly on the settlement, but they told The Associated Press when they filed the lawsuit that they had hoped for an intervention by the late Pope Francis, who was pontiff at the time, given his emphasis on family values.
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    Nicolas Cage's 'The Carpenter's Son' turns an apocryphal text about Jesus' youth into a horror film




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                

    

    
        

    


            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Filmmaker Lotfy Nathan has turned the apocryphal Infancy Gospel of Thomas into "The Carpenter's Son," starring Nicolas Cage and FKA twigs. The film, hitting theaters Friday, explores stories about Jesus' childhood that didn't make it into the New Testament. (Nov. 12)
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            FKA twigs said shooting "The Carpenter's Son," a horror film about Jesus' childhood, on location in Greece, was a visceral experience. When she met co-star Nicolas Cage, who plays Joseph, she realized the themed perfume she got the Oscar winner may not have been necessary. (Nov. 11)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Magnolia Pictures shows Nicolas Cage in a scene from "The Carpenter's Son." (Magnolia Pictures via AP)]
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            By 
            KRYSTA FAURIA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- In the second century, as the canonical Gospels were being copied and circulated throughout the Roman Empire, another text about the life of Jesus was simultaneously spreading. Although the Infancy Gospel of Thomas didn't make it into the New Testament, it remained popular among Christians for centuries.
When filmmaker Lotfy Nathan was introduced to the apocryphal text about Jesus' childhood by his history-loving father, he immediately began poring over it as a springboard for what would eventually become "The Carpenter's Son," the supernatural thriller starring Nicolas Cage and opening in theaters Friday.
"The thought gave me chills," recalled the writer and director, who was raised Coptic Orthodox. "The novelty of this, in a way, being an origin story that hadn't been told before."



    
        




    




From scroll to screen
The film, which stars FKA twigs and Noah Jupe alongside Cage, follows Jesus as a young boy being tempted by Satan to rebel against his father, Joseph (Cage). The film's source material is established with an opening title card. "Based on the Infancy Gospel of Thomas," it reads. But Nathan concedes he couldn't rely solely on the text and had to fill in narrative gaps, as with a storyline involving Satan.
"It's written like a laundry list of events. It doesn't really have an arc, so to speak," he said of the apocryphal account of Jesus' life from ages 5 to 12. "I had a historian pull a lot of research for me before I wrote the first draft."

    
    Reporter Krysta Fauria did graduate studies in religion and once unearthed an ancient Roman coin at an archaeological dig. Having spent several years on the entertainment beat for The Associated Press, she's now easily recognized by Nicolas Cage.


    


As fate would have it, Cage had already read the Infancy Gospel of Thomas years ago, during a period in his life of deep philosophical curiosity and reflection. When Nathan came to the Oscar winner with the script, Cage said he saw a through line to a type of story he's long been attracted to.

    
    
    
"Family dramas, it's no secret, is one of my favorite subject matters or genres. I couldn't think of a more compelling family dynamic than the Nativity," Cage told The Associated Press. "As I read it and thought about it, I never thought of it as a horror film per se. I saw it as a family drama about an existential crisis."

    
The Infancy Gospel of Thomas or Paidika
The Infancy Gospel of Thomas might seem novel and obscure for some contemporary audiences, but history attests to both its popularity and longevity, according to Tony Burke, a professor at York University in Toronto whose specialties include early Christian apocrypha. 
Stories within it permeated ancient Christian lore, art and even some medieval plays. One account from the text about Jesus giving life to clay birds even made its way into the Quran.
Also referred to as the Paidika -- a nod to its original Greek title, "Paidika Iesou," which translates to "The Childhood Acts of Jesus" -- the Infancy Gospel of Thomas often surprises modern readers.

    
"This is not the Jesus that they expect -- a Jesus that kills a boy in the marketplace or strikes down his teacher," Burke said, though he argues that Christian audiences during that time wouldn't have been bothered by this characterization. "In the ancient world, it was not that uncommon to tell stories of revered holy men cursing as well as blessing."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Magnolia Pictures shows Nicolas Cage in a scene from "The Carpenter's Son." (Magnolia Pictures via AP)]
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Many Christians today reject its legitimacy and say it conflicts with the Jesus of the Bible.
The Paidika is one of two primary infancy gospels from that time -- the other being the Infancy Gospel of James -- that were popular among early Christians. "They never became canonical in the strict sense, but they were always kind of something on the periphery," Burke said.
Although Jesus movies aren't often described as horror films or supernatural thrillers, the second century text upon which "The Carpenter's Son" is based is "quite disturbing," argues Joan E. Taylor, a professor of early Christianity at King's College London. She recently wrote "Boy Jesus: Growing Up Judaean in Turbulent Times."
"Jesus is portrayed as having these powers but not really having the moral compass in terms of how he uses his powers, or at least not the moral compass we would expect from, say, the Gospel of Luke," she said of the Paidika. "You have this child who has these supernatural powers and punishes those who come in his way."

    
A reverential approach
"The Carpenter's Son" isn't the only recent film to reimagine the apocryphal gospel. "The Young Messiah," the 2016 drama based upon Anne Rice's novel "Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt," also pulls from the Paidika. 

    
Both films reinterpret some of the aspects of the text that are ostensibly at odds with the Jesus of the canonical Gospels. In "The Young Messiah," for example, it's Satan who kills the boy in the marketplace, then frames Jesus. That encounter is left out of "The Carpenter's Son" entirely.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Magnolia Pictures shows Nicolas Cage in a scene from "The Carpenter's Son." (Magnolia Pictures via AP)]
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Despite their popularity, telling any story about Jesus on-screen is tricky, especially when filmmakers veer into territory outside of the canonical Gospels. Cage recalled seeing "The Last Temptation of Christ," Martin Scorsese's notoriously controversial 1988 drama starring Willem Dafoe as Jesus, in theaters when it first came out. 
"I was in line to get my tickets and I remember there were the picketers and they were angry. And I said, 'Well have you seen the movie?' And they said no," Cage recalled. "Don't you think you should see it before you make a statement about it or judge it?"
Still, he's cognizant of the fact that any film tackling subjects sacred to people is vulnerable to critique. The American Family Association, a conservative Christian advocacy group, has denounced the film and urged people to sign a petition blocking its release. 
"Nobody wanted to offend anybody in the making of this movie," Cage said emphatically. "If anyone does go to this movie, they would see that everyone treated it with love and not with any approach of mockery or contempt. It was all about love."
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    US bishops officially ban gender-affirming care at Catholic hospitals




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: From left; Rev. Michael J.K. Fuller, Archbishop Timothy Broglio and Archbishop William Lori of Baltimore conduct the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops plenary assembly in Baltimore, Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)]
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            TIFFANY STANLEY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        U.S. Catholic bishops voted Wednesday to make official a ban on gender-affirming care for transgender patients at Catholic hospitals. The step formalizes a yearslong process for the U.S. church to address transgender health care.
From a Baltimore hotel ballroom, the bishops overwhelmingly approved revisions to their ethical and religious directives that guide the nation's thousands of Catholic health care institutions and providers.
More than one in seven patients in the U.S. are treated each day at Catholic hospitals, according to the Catholic Health Association. Catholic hospitals are the only medical center in some communities.
Major medical groups and health organizations support gender-affirming care for transgender patients.
Most Catholic health care institutions have taken a conservative approach and not offered gender-affirming care, which may involve hormonal, psychological and surgical treatments. The new directives will formalize that mandate. Bishops will have autonomy in making the directives into law for their dioceses.

    
"With regard to the gender ideology, I think it's very important the church makes a strong statement here," said Bishop Robert Barron of Minnesota's Winona-Rochester diocese during the public discussion of the revised directives. 



    
        




    




The Catholic Health Association thanked the bishops for incorporating much of the organization's feedback into the directives. It said in a statement, "Catholic providers will continue to welcome those who seek medical care from us and identify as transgender. We will continue to treat these individuals with dignity and respect, which is consistent with Catholic social teaching and our moral obligation to serve everyone, particularly those who are marginalized."

    
    
    
The new guidelines incorporate earlier documents on gender identity from the Vatican in 2024 and the U.S. bishops in 2023.

    
In the 2023 doctrinal note, titled "Moral Limits to the Technological Manipulation of the Human Body," the bishops specified: "Catholic health care services must not perform interventions, whether surgical or chemical, that aim to transform the sexual characteristics of a human body into those of the opposite sex, or take part in the development of such procedures."
Progressive religious voices respond 
The Catholic Church is not monolithic when it comes to transgender rights. Some parishes and priests welcome trans Catholics into the fold, while others are not as accepting.
"Catholic teaching upholds the invaluable dignity of every human life, and for many trans people, gender-affirming care is what makes life livable," said Michael Sennett, a trans man who is active in his Massachusetts parish.
Sennett serves on the board of New Ways Ministry, which advocates for LGBTQ+ inclusion in the Catholic Church. In 2024, the group arranged a meeting with Pope Francis to discuss the need for gender-affirming care.
New Ways Ministry's executive director, Francis DeBernardo, said that for many transgender Catholics he knows, "the transition process was not just a biological necessity, but a spiritual imperative. That if they were going to be living as authentic people in the way that they believe God made them, then transition becomes a necessary thing."

    
On the same day that U.S. Catholic bishops were discussing gender identity, the heads of several major progressive religious denominations issued a statement in support of transgender, intersex and nonbinary people, at a time when many state legislatures and the Trump administration are curtailing their rights. 
The 10 signers included the heads of the Unitarian Universalist Association, the Episcopal Church, the Union for Reform Judaism and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
"During a time when our country is placing their lives under increasingly serious threat, there is a disgraceful misconception that all people of faith do not affirm the full spectrum of gender - a great many of us do. Let it be known instead that our beloveds are created in the image of God - Holy and whole," the religious leaders said in a statement.

    
U.S. bishops united in their concern for immigrants
The Catholic bishops, wrapping up their conference in Baltimore, overwhelmingly approved a "special message" on immigration Wednesday. Such pastoral statements are rare; the last was in 2013 in response to the Obama administration's mandate for insurers to provide contraception coverage.
Catholic leaders individually have criticized the Trump administration's immigration crackdown. Fear of immigration enforcement has suppressed Mass attendance at some parishes. Local clerics are fighting to administer sacraments to detained immigrants.
"We are disturbed when we see among our people a climate of fear and anxiety around questions of profiling and immigration enforcement," the bishops' statement reads. "We are saddened by the state of contemporary debate and the vilification of immigrants. We are concerned about the conditions in detention centers and the lack of access to pastoral care."

    
In a show of unity, multiple bishops stood up to speak in favor of the statement during the final afternoon discussion, including Oklahoma City Archbishop Paul Coakley, the newly elected president of the conference.
"I'm strongly in support of it for the good of our immigrant brothers and sisters, but also to find a nice balance," Coakley said, noting that they call "upon our lawmakers and our administration to offer us a meaningful path of reform of our immigration system."
Chicago Cardinal Blase Cupich walked to the microphone to recommend stronger language around mass deportation. "That seems to be the central issue we are facing with our people at this time," he said. 
His brother bishops agreed. The updated text now states that U.S. Catholic bishops "oppose the indiscriminate mass deportation of people."
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Pilotos de Latam inician huelga, aerolinea suspende algunos vuelos desde y hacia Chile




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Pilotos de avion reflejados en una ventana del area de facturacion de la aerolinea Latam llegan a trabajar al aeropuerto Arturo Merino Benitez de Santiago de Chile, el miercoles 12 de noviembre de 2025, durante una huelga de pilotos que exigen mejores salarios. (AP Foto/Esteban Felix)]
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            Pilotos de avion reflejados en una ventana del area de facturacion de la aerolinea Latam llegan a trabajar al aeropuerto Arturo Merino Benitez de Santiago de Chile, el miercoles 12 de noviembre de 2025, durante una huelga de pilotos que exigen mejores salarios. (AP Foto/Esteban Felix)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: El logotipo de Latam cubre la pared en el area de facturacion de la aerolinea en el aeropuerto Arturo Merino Benitez de Santiago de Chile, el miercoles 12 de noviembre de 2025, durante una huelga de pilotos que exigen mejores salarios. (AP Foto/Esteban Felix)]
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            El logotipo de Latam cubre la pared en el area de facturacion de la aerolinea en el aeropuerto Arturo Merino Benitez de Santiago de Chile, el miercoles 12 de noviembre de 2025, durante una huelga de pilotos que exigen mejores salarios. (AP Foto/Esteban Felix)
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                                        SANTIAGO (AP) -- La chilena Latam, la mayor aerolinea de Sudamerica, anuncio el miercoles que ha cancelado y reprogramado mas de un centenar de vuelos desde y hacia Chile por una huelga de pilotos declarada tras el estancamiento de las negociaciones sobre salarios y condiciones laborales.
Segun expreso la empresa en un comunicado, las cancelaciones afectan vuelos programados entre el 12 y el 17 de noviembre, lo que ha implicado la suspension de 173 vuelos y afectado a unos 20.000 pasajeros.
De estos, "casi la totalidad ya tiene solucion de viaje dentro de una ventana de 24 horas al vuelo original", agrego la aerolinea.
El Sindicato de Pilotos de Latam (SPL) de Chile inicio a primera hora del miercoles una huelga tras no lograr un acuerdo con la empresa en el marco de una negociacion colectiva que comenzo a mediados de octubre. 
A la paralizacion se han adherido unos 464 pilotos, mas de la mitad de los profesionales que operan vuelos de la aerolinea en Chile.

    
El conflicto entre los pilotos y la directiva de la empresa escalo la semana pasada cuando el 97% de los trabajadores rechazaron la ultima oferta de la compania.



    
        




    




Segun el gremio, durante la pandemia de coronavirus los trabajadores aceptaron reducciones salariales y ajustes en sus condiciones laborales para garantizar la continuidad de las operaciones. Sin embargo, el sindicato sostiene que Latam se ha negado a revertir esos recortes y acusa que las condiciones salariales de sus empleados no han vuelto a la normalidad.

    
    
    
"La compania nunca nos mostro las cifras sobre las que construyo su propuesta economica, se nego a honrar su compromiso de devolvernos las condiciones que rebajamos temporalmente en 2020, comenzo hace semanas a traspasar vuelos a filiales en un acto que consideramos reemplazo de trabajadores en huelga y, ahora, se niega seguir conversando", dijo el presidente del SPL, Mario Troncoso.

    
Latam, por su parte, expreso su "disposicion permanente al dialogo con el sindicato y su compromiso de alcanzar un acuerdo beneficioso para todas las partes" y aseguro que mantendra las medidas de mitigacion hasta que "finalice la huelga".
En 2020 Latam llego a acogerse a la Ley de Quiebras en Estados Unidos, pero logro estabilizarse. 
El ano pasado el grupo cerro con ganancias netas por 977 millones de dolares, casi un 70% mas que el ano anterior, y registro un record de 82 millones de pasajeros transportados, informo la compania en su balance anual publicado en enero.

Con una flota de mas de 350 aeronaves, incluidos aviones de carga, y una plantilla de mas de 39.000 empleados, el Grupo Latam es la mayor aerolinea de Sudamerica y una de los mayores a nivel mundial por numero de pasajeros transportados, con una extensa red que atiende mercados nacionales en Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador y Peru y conexiones hacia Norteamerica, Europa, Oceania y Africa.
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    Mexico cierra 13 casinos que lavaban cantidades millonarias de dinero usando a estudiantes
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                                        CIUDAD DE MEXICO (AP) -- Las autoridades mexicanas informaron el miercoles del cierre de 13 casinos investigados por lavar grandes cantidades de dinero hacia Estados Unidos y otros paises, y que realizaban operaciones en efectivo de hasta 2,7 millones de dolares, utilizando como intermediarios a estudiantes u otras personas de bajo de perfil.
Todos tienen presuntos vinculos con redes del crimen organizado, aunque eso no significa que tengan que estar obligatoriamente ligados a un cartel, dijo el secretario de Seguridad, Omar Garcia Harfuch, durante la conferencia presidencial matutina.
Las autoridades no ofrecieron los nombres de las empresas bajo investigacion, pero dos de ellas pertenecen al conglomerado empresarial de uno de los hombres mas ricos de Mexico y gran opositor del gobierno, Ricardo Salinas Pliego, segun informo su propio grupo, que nego cualquier irregularidad en sus operaciones.

    
El modo de operacion mas habitual de estas casas de apuestas --fisicas y virtuales-- iniciaba con un robo de identidad o un engano y acababa con movimientos financieros millonarios hacia paises como Estados Unidos, Rumania, Albania, Malta o Panama.



    
        




    




Primero se localizaba a estudiantes, amas de casa o personas retiradas que no manejan grandes cantidades de dinero. Por medios electronicos se les enviaban tarjetas prepagadas o codigos con dinero de procedencia desconocida que podian usarse en casinos fisicos o en linea. 

    
    
    
Con esos recursos la persona, a veces sin saberlo, realizaba apuestas. En algunas ocasiones ganaba una cantidad minima, pero el casino aprovechaba su nombre para registrar que habia ganado millones. Ese dinero se transferia de inmediato a cuentas en el extranjero de empresas fachada y de ahi a paraisos fiscales "donde es blanqueado o lo insertan en otras apuestas para regresarlo despues a nuestro pais por los propios casinos o diversas empresas", explico Grisel Galeano, procuradora fiscal de la Federacion.

    
La investigacion, que incluyo la colaboracion de unidades de inteligencia financiera de otros paises como Estados Unidos, comenzo hace meses pero las autoridades no dijeron desde cuando podian estar operando asi estos casinos. Tampoco dijeron cuantas personas podrian estar implicadas en estas redes. 
Aunque las investigaciones no han terminado, la Secretaria de Gobernacion ya suspendio las actividades de los establecimientos sospechosos. 
El Grupo Salinas denuncio en redes sociales el "acoso y persecucion sistematica" al que es sometido desde el gobierno de Claudia Sheinbaum.
"Todas nuestras empresas actuan siempre apegadas a la legalidad", indico el conglomerado empresarial en un comunicado. "En conjunto con nuestros socios internacionales, en particular del Reino Unido, hemos dado pleno cumplimiento a los mas altos estandares de prevencion de lavado de dinero... y estamos preparados para demostrarlo".
Los esquemas de lavado de dinero denunciados se localizaron en casinos de estados del norte del pais como Jalisco, Nuevo Leon, Sinaloa, Sonora o Baja California, pero tambien en el sureno estado de Chiapas y en la capital y el Estado de Mexico.

Las transferencias millonarias llegaban a Estados Unidos, Rumania, Albania, Malta o Panama, muchas veces a traves de plataformas digitales que facilitaban la dispersion de los recursos y su reinsercion al sistema financiero formal.
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                    U.S. News

    Trump firma proyecto de ley de financiacion que pone fin a un cierre de gobierno de 43 dias




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: El presidente de la Camara de Representantes de Estados Unidos, el republicano Mike Johnson, en el Capitolio en Washington el 10 de noviembre del 2025. (AP foto/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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            El presidente de la Camara de Representantes de Estados Unidos, el republicano Mike Johnson, en el Capitolio en Washington el 10 de noviembre del 2025. (AP foto/J. Scott Applewhite)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Un atril se ve preparado antes de que democratas de la Camara de Representantes hablen en el Capitolio para insistir en que los republicanos incluyan una extension de las ayudas a seguros de salud dentro del acuerdo de financiamiento del gobierno, en Washington, el 30 de septiembre de 2025. (AP Foto/J. Scott Applewhite, Archivo)]
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            Un atril se ve preparado antes de que democratas de la Camara de Representantes hablen en el Capitolio para insistir en que los republicanos incluyan una extension de las ayudas a seguros de salud dentro del acuerdo de financiamiento del gobierno, en Washington, el 30 de septiembre de 2025. (AP Foto/J. Scott Applewhite, Archivo)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- El presidente de Estados Unidos, Donald Trump, firmo el miercoles por la noche un proyecto de ley de financiacion gubernamental que puso fin a un cierre de gobierno de 43 dias, que causo estres financiero en decenas de miles de trabajadores federales que no cobraron su salario, dejo varados a un gran numero de viajeros en aeropuertos de todo el pais y causo largas filas en algunos bancos de alimentos.
El cierre agravo las divisiones partidistas en Washington, ya que Trump tomo medidas unilaterales sin precedentes --como cancelar proyectos e intentar despedir a trabajadores federales-- para presionar a los democratas para que cedieran en sus demandas.
El presidente republicano culpo de la situacion a los democratas y sugirio que los votantes no deberian recompensarlos durante las elecciones de mitad de legislatura del proximo ano.

    
"Solo quiero decirle al pueblo estadounidense que no deberia olvidar esto", dijo Trump. "Cuando lleguemos a las elecciones de mitad de legislatura y otras cosas, no olviden lo que le han hecho a nuestro pais".
La ceremonia de firma se celebro apenas horas despues de que la Camara de Representantes aprobo la medida en una votacion que practicamente siguio la proporcion partidista de 222 a 209. El Senado ya habia dado luz verde a la iniciativa el lunes.



    
        




    




Los democratas querian prorrogar una desgravacion fiscal mejorada que expiraba a finales de ano y que reduce el costo de la cobertura sanitaria obtenida a traves de los mercados de la Ley de Cuidado de Salud a Bajo Precio. Se negaron a aceptar un proyecto de ley de gasto a corto plazo que no incluyera esa prioridad. Pero los republicanos recalcaron que esa era una disputa politica independiente que se abordaria en otro momento.

    
    
    
"Les dijimos hace 43 dias, por amarga experiencia, que los cierres gubernamentales no funcionan", declaro el representante republicano Tom Cole, presidente de la Comision de Asignaciones de la camara baja. "Nunca logran el objetivo anunciado. ?Y adivinen que? Aun no han logrado ese objetivo, y no lo van a lograr".

    
    
    
Un amargo final a un largo estancamiento

    

La frustracion y las presiones generadas por el cierre quedaron al descubierto cuando los legisladores debatieron la medida de gastos en el pleno de la Camara de Representantes.
Los republicanos aseguraron que los democratas buscaban usar el dolor generado por el cierre para prevalecer en una disputa politica.
"Sabian que causaria dolor y lo hicieron de todos modos", declaro el presidente de la Camara, Mike Johnson.
Los democratas dijeron que los republicanos aprobaron rapidamente recortes de impuestos a principios de este ano que, segun ellos, beneficiaran principalmente a los ricos. Pero el proyecto de ley del miercoles "deja a las familias sin garantia de que alguna vez, alguna vez habra una votacion para extender los creditos fiscales para ayudar a la gente comun a pagar su atencion medica", dijo el representante democrata Jim McGovern.
El lider democrata Hakeem Jeffries aseguro que los democratas no se rendirian en la lucha por extender el subsidio, incluso si la votacion no salia a su favor.

    
"Esta lucha no ha terminado", subrayo Jeffries. "Apenas estamos comenzando".
La Camara de Representantes no habia estado en sesion desde el 19 de septiembre, cuando aprobo una medida a corto plazo para mantener el gobierno abierto para el inicio del nuevo ano presupuestario en octubre. Johnson envio a los legisladores a casa despues de esa votacion y dejo en el Senado la responsabilidad de actuar, senalando que los representantes republicanos ya habian hecho su trabajo.
?Que incluye el proyecto de ley?
La iniciativa es resultado de un acuerdo alcanzado por ocho senadores que rompieron filas con los democratas despues de llegar a la conclusion de que los republicanos no cederian en cuanto a usar un proyecto de ley de financiacion gubernamental para extender los creditos fiscales de atencion medica.
El acuerdo financia tres proyectos de ley de gastos anuales y extiende el resto de la financiacion gubernamental hasta el 30 de enero. Los republicanos prometieron llevar a cabo una votacion a mediados de diciembre en lo referente a la extension de los subsidios de atencion medica, pero no hay garantia de exito.

    
El proyecto de ley incluye revertir el despido de trabajadores federales por parte del gobierno desde que comenzo el cierre. Tambien protege a los trabajadores federales contra mas despidos hasta enero y garantiza que reciban su salario una vez que termine el cierre. Para el Departamento de Agricultura, la medida significa que las personas que dependen de programas de asistencia alimentaria recibiran sus beneficios sin riesgo de que se vean interrumpidos durante el resto del ano presupuestario.
El paquete incluye 203,5 millones de dolares para reforzar la seguridad de los legisladores y 28 millones adicionales para la seguridad de los jueces de la Corte Suprema.

    
Los democratas tambien arremetieron contra la redaccion de la iniciativa, que le otorgaria a los senadores la oportunidad de interponer demandas siempre que una agencia o empleado federal busque sus registros electronicos sin notificarlos, permitiendo compensaciones de hasta 500.000 dolares por cada violacion.
La redaccion parece tener como objetivo ayudar a los senadores republicanos a solicitar una compensacion en caso de que el FBI analice sus registros telefonicos como parte de una investigacion sobre los esfuerzos de Trump para revertir su derrota electoral de 2020. Las disposiciones fueron blanco de criticas de algunos republicanos. Johnson dijo que estaba "muy enojado por eso".
"Eso se incluyo en el ultimo minuto, y no me parece, como tampoco le parece a la mayoria de los miembros de la Camara", subrayo Johnson, prometiendo una votacion al respecto incluso a partir de la proxima semana.
El mayor punto de contencion, sin embargo, fue el destino del credito fiscal que hace que las primas del seguro de salud sean mas asequibles.
"Es un subsidio a un subsidio. Nuestros amigos lo agregaron durante el COVID", declaro Cole. "El COVID ya quedo atras. Establecieron cierta fecha para que los subsidios expiraran. Ellos eligieron la fecha".
La representante democrata Nancy Pelosi afirmo que el credito fiscal tenia como finalidad otorgar acceso a mas personas a la atencion medica y ningun republicano voto a su favor.
"Todo lo que han hecho es tratar de eliminar el acceso a la atencion medica en nuestro pais. El pais se esta dando cuenta", dijo Pelosi.
Sin el credito fiscal, el precio promedio de las primas se duplicara con creces para millones de estadounidenses. Mas de 2 millones de personas perderian por completo su cobertura de seguro de salud el proximo ano, segun proyecciones de la Oficina de Presupuesto del Congreso.
Debate sobre atencion medica

No esta claro si los partidos encontraran terreno en comun en la cuestion de la atencion medica antes de la votacion de diciembre en el Senado. Johnson ha dicho que no se comprometera a llevar el asunto ante su camara.
Algunos republicanos han dicho que estan abiertos a extender los creditos fiscales implementados durante la pandemia de COVID-19 ya que las primas se dispararan para millones de personas, pero tambien quieren nuevos limites sobre quien puede recibir los subsidios. Algunos alegan que los fondos publicos que financian los planes deberian ser canalizados a traves de los particulares, en lugar de ir directamente a las aseguradoras.
La senadora republicana Susan Collins, presidenta de la Comision de Asignaciones del Senado, se expreso el lunes a favor de extender los creditos fiscales siempre que se incluyan algunos cambios, como nuevos limites de ingresos. Algunos democratas se han mostrado abiertos a esa idea.
Los representantes democratas expresaron un enorme escepticismo de que los esfuerzos del Senado conduzcan a un avance.

La representante Rosa DeLauro, la democrata de mayor rango en la Comision de Asignaciones de la camara baja, afirmo que los republicanos han querido derogar la reforma de salud durante los ultimos 15 anos. "Ahi es a donde quieren ir", puntualizo.
___
La periodista de The Associated Press Mary Clare Jalonick contribuyo a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/eeuu-cierre-de-gobierno-republicanos-democratas-congreso-trump-4ceb49a94bd6331295fa6c4b40b73148



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




feed_0/article_45/images/img4_u8.jpg





feed_0/article_45/images/img1_u30.jpg





feed_0/article_45/images/img2_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_45/images/img3_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img3_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img1_u16.jpg
DY SCHOOL OF G
NST! E OF PO

ek





feed_0/article_16/images/img2_u33.jpg





cover.jpg





feed_0/article_35/images/img2_u20.jpg
Whole Nutrition
Infant Formula

ik Based Powder with fron
o0 12 Vonths

Eory Digostion

e Support

Alin-One Banefits + Certified Clean Ingred

e enas e e S

NETWT 240216809





feed_0/article_35/images/img5_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_35/images/img1_u13.jpg
Whole Nutrition

Infant Formul

NETWT 240214800






feed_0/article_35/images/img3_u1.jpg
X
Bite o 1
BlendHouse Portlang

\

&





feed_0/article_35/images/img4_u11.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img1_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img2_u22.jpg





feed_0/article_35/images/img6_u8.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img2_u18.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img1_u28.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img4_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img5_u9.jpg
rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr






feed_0/article_41/images/img4_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_41/images/img5_u11.jpg





feed_0/article_41/images/img2_u31.jpg





feed_0/article_41/images/img3_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_22/images/img6_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_22/images/img3_u20.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img6_u6.jpg
AUTHOR OF THE HANDMAID'S TALE

MARGARET






feed_0/article_14/images/img3_u21.jpg





feed_0/article_22/images/img2_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_30/images/img1_u6.jpg
AN





feed_0/article_40/images/img2_u19.jpg
fusion is the process of combini’ =~
dible. Is there any wav = *

e working on i** ~

nating. W/

few years nAI

unds incre @ope

redibly sen — Leu
g. Science p— P:\d.

rany! Some 01 wne biggest challenges inc
‘initely some huge challenges. But it's

lence 1s all about EHPUGFAAGEREINHS

- ¢ RN Y YROT





feed_0/article_40/images/img1_u42.jpg





feed_0/article_18/images/img1_u15.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img22.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img30.jpg





feed_0/article_41/images/img1_u20.jpg





feed_0/article_49/images/img2_u27.jpg





feed_0/article_49/images/img1.jpg





feed_0/article_22/images/img1_u34.jpg





feed_0/article_22/images/img7_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_22/images/img5_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_22/images/img4.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img14_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img18.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img19.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img26.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img4_u15.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img25.jpg





feed_0/article_21/images/img2_u28.jpg





feed_0/article_42/images/img5_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_42/images/img1_u26.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img6.jpg
Wyl/[llln






feed_0/article_42/images/img9_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img3_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_42/images/img7_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img2.jpg
"






feed_0/article_42/images/img3_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img8.jpg
ONEPALITAHMH
GNOK

[ I E






feed_0/article_42/images/img4_u13.jpg





feed_0/article_21/images/img4_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_21/images/img5.jpg





feed_0/article_21/images/img3_u16.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img11_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img12_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img7_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img23.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img17.jpg





feed_0/article_12/images/img1_u24.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img24.jpg





feed_0/article_20/images/img1_u44.jpg





feed_0/article_20/images/img2_u25.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img29.jpg





feed_0/article_20/images/img3_u19.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img15_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_21/images/img1_u25.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img13_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img9.jpg





feed_0/article_24/images/img3_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_24/images/img1_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_24/images/img2_u6.jpg





mastheadImage.jpg
Associated Press





feed_0/article_26/images/img2_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_33/images/img2_u15.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img20_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_44/images/img1_u37.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img1_u41.jpg





feed_0/article_26/images/img6_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_47/images/img2_u13.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img27.jpg





feed_0/article_9/images/img1_u38.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img10.jpg





feed_0/article_46/images/img1_u21.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img20.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img28.jpg





feed_0/article_38/images/img1_u23.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img1_u33.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img16_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img5_u12.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img21_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img16.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img5_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_38/images/img2_u11.jpg





feed_0/article_47/images/img1_u19.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img1_u40.jpg





feed_0/article_23/images/img1_u12.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img1_u18.jpg





feed_0/article_37/images/img1_u46.jpg





feed_0/article_42/images/img2_u8.jpg





feed_0/article_26/images/img3_u15.jpg





feed_0/article_39/images/img1_u22.jpg





feed_0/article_26/images/img4_u16.jpg





feed_0/article_37/images/img2_u29.jpg





feed_0/article_33/images/img1_u31.jpg





feed_0/article_39/images/img2_u17.jpg





feed_0/article_37/images/img4_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_43/images/img3_u24.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img2_u26.jpg
N






feed_0/article_37/images/img5_u8.jpg





feed_0/article_43/images/img1_u14.jpg





feed_0/article_26/images/img5_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_37/images/img6_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_26/images/img1_u11.jpg





feed_0/article_37/images/img3_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_43/images/img2_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_42/images/img8_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_42/images/img6_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img2_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img1_u8.jpg





feed_0/article_27/images/img3_u12.jpg





feed_0/article_27/images/img4_u7.jpg
)
G g YU e L it .y





feed_0/article_31/images/img14.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img18_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img3_u23.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img19_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img3_u17.jpg





feed_0/article_28/images/img3_u14.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img8_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img4_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_28/images/img1_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img6_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img22_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img2_u30.jpg





feed_0/article_28/images/img2_u34.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img2_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img3_u22.jpg





feed_0/article_34/images/img1_u45.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img4_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_27/images/img2_u23.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img5_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img1_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img2_u24.jpg





feed_0/article_25/images/img2_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img21.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img17_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img10_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img1_u39.jpg
VIEWS OF TRUMP IN 2025

U.S. ADULTS WHO APPROVE TRUMP'S MANAGEMENT OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

U.S. ADULTS
REPUBLICANS
INDEPENDENTS

MARGIN OF ERROR: +/- 3.8 PERCENTAGE POINTS.

AP ¥NORCE-






feed_0/article_31/images/img11.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img12.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img3_u8.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img15.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img4_u12.jpg
* :
SANE? St \uHMESW\ﬂE
SHITE





feed_0/article_31/images/img7.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img13.jpg





feed_0/article_0/images/img1_u36.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img9_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img2_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img1_u17.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img4_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_25/images/img3_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_10/images/img3_u11.jpg





feed_0/article_36/images/img7_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_10/images/img1_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_10/images/img2_u16.jpg





feed_0/article_8/images/img1_u35.jpg
* Maxwell has been charged with faci
the sexual abuse of underaged g






feed_0/article_4/images/img1_u43.jpg





feed_0/article_36/images/img2_u14.jpg





feed_0/article_25/images/img4_u14.jpg





feed_0/article_27/images/img1.png





feed_0/article_25/images/img1_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_27/images/img5_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_36/images/img3.jpg





feed_0/article_36/images/img4_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_36/images/img8_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_36/images/img6_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img5_u13.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img1_u27.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img3_u13.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img4_u17.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img2_u12.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img6_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_29/images/img1_u32.jpg





feed_0/article_36/images/img1_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_36/images/img5_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img1_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img2_u32.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img3_u18.jpg





feed_0/article_19/images/img2_u21.jpg





feed_0/article_19/images/img1_u29.jpg





