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        Thailand will submit its budget for the 2027 fiscal year to the cabinet on Nov 25, Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said on Thursday.
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        LIMA --- At least 37 people were killed and dozens injured after a bus plunged into a ravine in the mountainous Arequipa region of southern Peru, local authorities said on Wednesday.
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        WASHINGTON --- The United States sanctioned dozens of firms and people supporting Iran's ballistic missile and drone manufacturing industry across countries in Asia and the Middle East as part of the Trump administration's "maximum pressure" campaign against Tehran.&nbsp;
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        SINGAPORE - Thailand's second largest lender Kasikornbank (KBank) is leaning on artificial intelligence (AI) and prudent lending to navigate economic headwinds and fraud risks, its chief executive Kattiya Indaravijaya told Reuters on Thursday.
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                                Thailand secured a 3-2 win over Singapore in a friendly football match at Thammasat Stadium in Pathum Thani province on Thursday night.
The War Elephants started strong, with Sarach Yooyen opening the scoring in the 15th minute, but Singapore responded quickly with Glen Kweh levelling the score two minutes later. 

In the second half, Thailand's Theerathon Bunmathan scored in the 47th minute, adding to the team's lead. Seksan Ratree's strike in the 53rd minute sealed the victory for Thailand. Although Kweh scored his second in the 62nd minute, it was not enough to equalise.

Prior to the match, interim head coach Anthony Hudson said the game was more than a warm-up, aiming to build momentum for Asian Cup qualification. Despite limited preparation, he praised the players' response during training and their determination to beat a strong Singapore side.

The game also marked the debut of 21-year-old Thai-English forward Jude Soonsup-Bell. Fans at the 25,000-capacity stadium cheered as Thailand prepares for an AFC Asian Cup qualifier against Sri Lanka in Colombo on Nov 18, 2025.

						

							
						



	Thai football: Fury over cold-blooded Ishii ambush
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                                The National Alcohol Policy Committee has agreed to scrap the long-standing ban on the sale of alcoholic beverages between 2pm and 5pm, citing the need to boost spending during festive seasons.
The new regulation is expected to take effect 15 days after public consultation, without requiring cabinet approval.

However, the panel has yet to decide whether to extend drinking hours at entertainment venues.

Speaking after chairing the committee's second meeting at Government House on Thursday, Deputy Prime Minister Sophon Zarum said the move aimed to stimulate tourism and economic activity during peak tourism periods such as New Year and Songkran.

"The afternoon sales ban was introduced long ago to prevent civil servants from drinking during office hours. But that era is over -- government officials no longer drink in the afternoon. Today, officials do not go out drinking during working hours, so the ban should be lifted," said Mr Sophon.

[image: Deputy Prime Minister Sophon Zarum says government officials no longer drink in the afternoon. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)]
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He earlier said Thai authorities would discuss lifting the ban on afternoon alcohol sales after facing heavy criticism from businesses and the public.

Tourism operators had proposed extending closing hours to 4am, but the Ministry of Public Health and medical experts have opposed the idea, citing accident statistics showing a spike in fatalities from 2am to 3am, Mr Sophon said.

The deputy prime minister assigned the panel to continue discussions to reach a compromise.

The Ministry of Interior has already regulated operating hours for entertainment venues, so any extension must align with existing laws, he said.

He noted that while the Public Health Ministry promotes alcohol-free campaigns during New Year, such measures must be realistic.

"People celebrate during festivals. If the state wants to encourage abstinence, it must offer incentives, not just impose bans," Mr Sophon said.

The deputy prime minister confirmed that the ban between 2pm and 5pm would be revoked, while the final decision on whether drinking hours would be extended to 2am or 4am depends on further talks.

If the committee reaches a final resolution, it can be issued directly by the Prime Minister's Office without cabinet endorsement. The announcement will be open for public comment for 15 days before taking effect.

The committee will also review zoning rules for alcohol sales near educational institutions, clarifying whether the distance should be measured from the school fence or the building itself.

In Thailand, where Buddhism is the main religion, practitioners and monks follow the Five Precepts, which include abstaining from alcohol and intoxicants to promote mindfulness and avoid heedlessness.


	Editorial: Cheers for the absurd rules
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                                Thailand will submit its budget for the 2027 fiscal year to the cabinet on Nov 25, Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said on Thursday.
The budget for Southeast Asia's second-largest economy in the fiscal year of 2026 has been set at 3.78 trillion baht (US$115.42 billion) with a deficit of about 860 billion baht.

"The budget deficit in 2027 will be significantly lower than of 2026," Mr Ekniti said, adding that by 2029 it will be no more than 3% of gross domestic product (GDP)

There are also plans to increase government revenue, and public debt will not exceed 70% of GDP, he said.

[image: Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas gives a keynote speech at the Thailand Future Signal 2026 seminar in Bangkok on Monday. (Photo supplied)]
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On Monday, the finance minister said at an economic forum on Monday that the government will use the Fast Pass system to expedite permit approvals -- including those for water and electricity connections -- in order to increase investments.

Last month, the cabinet approved an investment budget of 1.6 trillion baht for state enterprises in fiscal 2026, which is expected to lift GDP growth by 0.3 percentage points.
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                                SINGAPORE -- The Singapore family office of alleged scam kingpin Chen Zhi and three companies linked to him are seeking access to funds that were frozen by the city-state's authorities last month.
The firms have applied for a court order to unfreeze cash in accounts at Malayan Banking Bhd and Revolut Ltd for four Singapore firms, according to a document reviewed by Bloomberg News and a lawyer who represents Karen Chen Xiuling, a director and chief financial officer of the family office. 

Last month, Chen Zhi, his Cambodian conglomerate Prince Holding Group, and a multitude of companies and individuals connected to him were sanctioned by US authorities. The Treasury Department of the United States accused the 37-year-old of leading a transnational criminal ring that operated online scam centres, stole from victims around the world and laundered billions of dollars. The US also indicted Chen Zhi and seized US$15 billion in Bitcoin he controlled. 

Following the US action, Singapore authorities in late October seized more than S$150 million (US$115 million) in assets linked to Chen Zhi and Prince, including properties, cars and bank accounts. 

The court application in Singapore was for his family office DW Capital Holding Pte, a logistics business called Capital Zone Warehousing Pte, and two other private companies: Skyline Investment Management Pte and Citylink Solutions Pte. 

Clarence Lun Yaodong, a lawyer representing Karen Chen, told Bloomberg News the application is for "limited release of funds" to pay salaries, legal fees and expenses, rental, utilities as well as other expenses. 

"The freezing orders have caused considerable hardship, particularly for the employees and their families whose livelihoods are directly affected," Karen Chen said in a statement via Lun on Thursday. "While this situation is deeply concerning, we remain respectful of the ongoing investigation and trust the judiciary to make the appropriate decisions and orders in due course."

US authorities said Karen Chen oversaw Prince Holding Group companies based in Mauritius, Taiwan and Singapore, and she is among the individuals sanctioned. "We do not have any comments save that our client has denied any wrongdoings," said Lun, managing director at Fervent Chambers LLC.

Malaysia-based Maybank, UK-based Revolut and the Singapore Police Force did not immediately respond to requests for comment.

[image: Graphic: Office of Foreign Assets Control, US Department of the Treasury]
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Earlier this week, Prince Group said it "categorically rejects the notion that it or its Chairman, Chen Zhi, has engaged in any unlawful activity." 

It added that "the recent allegations are baseless and appear aimed at justifying the unlawful seizure of assets worth billions of dollars," and said they have "caused undue harm to thousands of innocent employees, partners and communities who the Group serves." 

The group has hired US law firm Boies Schiller Flexner LLP, which is seeking to recover the Bitcoin seized from Chen Zhi, arguing that it was stolen. 

Read  more


	New US 'strike force' targets SE Asia scam gangs

	US sanctions scam-linked Myanmar militia
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                                KANCHANABURI - Two Indonesian men have been arrested after being found with 8,000 speed pills and 8 kilogrammes of crystal methamphetamine in Sangkhla Buri district.
Police apprehended the pair at Phra Chedi Sam Ong (Three Pagodas) village, near the Myanmar border in tambon Nong Lu on Wednesday, said Pol Lt Gen Phisit Tonprasert, commissioner of Provincial Police Region 7. The names of the suspects were withheld.

In addition to the drugs, the arresting officers seized three mobile phones. The suspects were later taken to the Sangkhla Buri police station for questioning.

The suspects denied all charges, but the police said they were not convinced by their remarks.

The duo were charged with colluding to distribute and possess illicit drugs.

[image: Two Indonesian men arrested on drug charges in Sangkhla Buri district, Kanchanaburi are taken for a media briefing.(Photo: Piyarach Chongcharoen)]
Two Indonesian men arrested on drug charges in Sangkhla Buri district of Kanchanaburi province on Wednesday are taken to a media briefing. (Photo: Piyarach Chongcharoen)


              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3136698/indonesians-held-with-8000-speed-pills-in-kanchanaburi



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Cambodia trying to 'frame' Thailand, says defence minister                

                Gen Nattaphon says he warned Cambodian counterpart after provocative gunfire in Sa Kaeo
              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: Lt Gen Worayos Lueangsuwan, the First Army commander, visits soldiers in Sa Kaeo province on Oct 2. (Photo: Royal Thai Army)]
                      
                                              
                          Lt Gen Worayos Lueangsuwan, the First Army commander, visits soldiers in Sa Kaeo province on Oct 2. (Photo: Royal Thai Army)                        

                                          

                  

                                Cambodian soldiers fired at Thai soldiers in Sa Kaeo province on Wednesday to provoke a fight and frame Thailand for attacking it, according to Thailand's defence minister.
Gen Nattaphon Narkphanit was responding on Thursday to claims made by Phnom Penh that one civilian was killed and three injured by gunfire from the Thai side of the border at Ban Nong Ya Kaew village in Khok Sung district of Sa Kaeo on Wednesday.

Thai soldiers had to fire warning shots back to stop a provocative attack from the Cambodian side and defend Thai sovereignty in accordance with their rules for the use of force, Gen Nattaphon said.

He said that after the provocative gunfire, he phoned his Cambodian counterpart. He warned Gen Tea Seiha that Cambodian soldiers should not have fired from a location where civilians were also staying, and the latter replied that it was unintentional.

The First Army Region reported that Cambodian soldiers fired about 30 assault rifle shots at Thai soldiers in Ban Nong Ya Kaew for 10 minutes starting from 4.10pm on Wednesday.

Gen Nattaphon also said that Cambodian soldiers had earlier provoked Thailand with skyward shots but on Wednesday they aimed at Thai troops. Fresh bullet holes in Thai soldiers' bunkers on Wednesday were the proof, he said.

Cambodia, he said, tried to create a story that it was attacked by Thailand. It brought Cambodian civilians to the frontline, something it had done frequently in the contested areas around Ban Nong Ya Kaew and Ban Nong Chan in Sa Kaeo, Gen Nattaphon said.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, meanwhile, reiterated that Thailand had no intention to attack any country but was determined to defend its sovereignty.

Thailand this week paused implementation of a US-backed agreement to wind down hostilities, after a blast from what it said was a newly laid landmine wounded four soldiers on Monday.

Thailand has also postponed the release of 18 captured Cambodian soldiers, a key plank of the joint declaration the Thai and Cambodian premiers signed last month in Kuala Lumpur in the presence of US President Donald Trump.
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                                LIMA -- At least 37 people were killed and dozens injured after a bus plunged into a ravine in the mountainous Arequipa region of southern Peru, local authorities said on Wednesday.

The fatalities included 36 people who died on site, and another person who succumbed in hospital, said Walther Oporto, Arequipa's regional health chief, citing firefighters at the scene of the accident.

The death toll was among the highest in a series of bus accidents in recent years in Latin America, and one of the worst recorded in Peru.

Among the injured were an eight-month-old baby and two other children, according to a list shared by local authorities.

The bus company, Llamosas, did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Authorities said the bus was travelling on the highway from the coastal town of Chala to the region of Arequipa when it struck a van. The impact sent it careening into a ravine around 200 metres (656 feet) deep.

Photographs published by the local government showed the bus overturned at the bottom of the gully amid scattered car parts and passenger belongings.

The Arequipa government said 26 people were being treated for injuries, three of them in serious condition. 
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                                WASHINGTON -- The United States sanctioned dozens of firms and people supporting Iran's ballistic missile and drone manufacturing industry across countries in Asia and the Middle East as part of the Trump administration's "maximum pressure" campaign against Tehran. 
The Treasury Department announced sanctions Wednesday on 32 individuals and entities in Iran, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Turkey, China, Hong Kong, India, Germany and Ukraine that it said have helped procure key components, including missile propellant precursors, for the drone and missile programs. 

"Across the globe, Iran exploits financial systems to launder funds, procure components for its nuclear and conventional weapons programs, and support its terrorist proxies," Treasury's under secretary for terrorism and financial intelligence, John Hurley, said in a statement. 

Treasury targeted an international network known as the "MVM partnership," which it said provides the ingredients for ballistic missile propellant form China and is run by UAE-based Marco Klinge, as well as Majid Dolatkhah and Vahid Qayum, who both operated out of Iran and Turkey. 

The three men and entities connected to them are being blacklisted, according to the statement from Treasury. The US also targeted Ma Jie, an individual based in China, who it said helped Iranian defence officials meet with Chinese suppliers.

The move marks the second round of nonproliferation sanctions from the White House against Iran since the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) moved to reimpose nuclear sanctions on Iran in late September. Those restrictions had been lifted as part of a 2015 nuclear deal with the US and other nations. 

"The United States also expects the international community to fully implement UN snapback sanctions on Iran to cut off its access to the global financial system," Hurley said.

The UN's move to put the sanctions back on comes after Israel and the US carried out airstrikes that hit Iran's key nuclear sites in June.

Also on Wednesday, the UN nuclear watchdog reiterated it has not been able to verify Iran's fuel stockpile since mid-June, following the 12-day war between Israel and Iran.
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                                SINGAPORE - Thailand's second largest lender Kasikornbank (KBank) is leaning on artificial intelligence (AI) and prudent lending to navigate economic headwinds and fraud risks, its chief executive Kattiya Indaravijaya told Reuters on Thursday.
The lender expects AI to have a "meaningful impact" on productivity improvement within two years, she said, adding that the bank is still at the early stages of getting every unit to adopt it.

For instance, she expects AI to help with the more obvious credit approval decisions, freeing up underwriters to work on applications that are less certain.

Ms Kattiya said the bank has had to be more prudent when it comes to lending, with economic conditions in Thailand still sluggish.

She noted that the nation's gross domestic product (GDP) is expected to grow by less than 2% per year over the next two to three years, and that medium to long-term structural change is needed from the government.

Thailand's economy is struggling with the impact of US tariffs on its exports as well as lower levels of consumption, with households mired in debt.

[image: KBank's chief executive Kattiya Indaravijaya. (Photo supplied)]
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A strong Thai baht is also threatening both exports and tourism, with the nation already grappling with a 7% year-on-year fall in foreign arrivals.

"Since 2022, we saw some signs that we need to be very careful, so that's why we adjusted our credit policy," she said.

The bank's ratio of non-performing loans (NPLs) has improved as the bank is extending loans mainly to customers with whom it has a credit or payment track record.

While the bank has received offers on mergers or acquisitions of fintech companies, Ms Kattiya said that the bank is not actively studying any deals.

Any deals struck will need to align with the lender's existing strategy and add value to both its customers and the bank's shareholders, she added.

"We have to think very carefully before we make any decision, but there's always choices," she said.
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                                NARATHIWAT - A human rights defender in southern Thailand has offered forgiveness to the Royal Thai Navy after a court threw out a charge against her arising from a post that lived on the internet for only 30 minutes.
The navy pressed a charge under the Computer Crime Act against Anchana Heemmina last year for inferring that it owed a water bill of 20,000 baht to a local mosque.

She gave an incorrect location for the mosque, and it turned out the army was the debtor, but she quickly corrected it. But the navy went ahead with the case anyway.

In a Facebook message on Thursday, and without naming the navy, Ms Anchana said she forgave any party for the recklessness and lack of thoroughness leading to an unnecessary legal battle and verbal harassment.

She posted the message after the Narathiwat Provincial Court on Nov 6 dismissed the charge filed against her by the navy.

The navy said its reputation had been damaged by the social media post on May 9, 2024 about 20,000 baht in unpaid utility bills owed to a masjid.

"What should we do? A mosque in Bacho district in Narathiwat province has tried in vain to get the amount of 20,000 baht in bills from a military post using its running water," Ms Anchana wrote.

The mosque in question turned out to be in Sai Buri district of Pattani, which is under the responsibility of the Royal Thai Army. Bacho is under the supervision of the navy.

Ms Anchana corrected the location of the masjid to Sai Buri 30 minutes later but the navy was not satisfied.

The court said the charge was dismissed because her mistake was not due to any malicious intent against the navy.

Ms Anchana is the founder of the Duayjai Group, a non-governmental organisation providing rehabilitation services to torture victims in the deep South.

She rose to prominence in 2016 when she and two colleagues released an e-book on torture of detainees, leading to a defamation suit by the Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc).

Isoc eventually agreed in March 2017 to drop all defamation charges after the two sides agreed to work together to prove 54 allegations raised in the book.

In her post on Thursday, Ms Anchana said the legal move by the navy was another attempt to use legal threats to silence critics, activists and human rights advocates in the southern region. She also demanded an end to the practice.

What the state has done will be "a boomerang that erodes public confidence in justice and the state, which will not be conducive to attempts to resolve conflicts in the region", she wrote.
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        Policy board lifts afternoon ban on alcohol sales
        The National Alcohol Policy Committee has agreed to scrap the long-standing ban on the sale of alcoholic beverages between 2pm and 5pm, citing the need to boost spending during festive seasons.

      

      
        Cambodia trying to 'frame' Thailand, says defence minister
        Cambodian soldiers fired at Thai soldiers in Sa Kaeo province on Wednesday to provoke a fight and frame Thailand for attacking it, according to Thailand's defence minister.

      

      
        Court tosses navy lawsuit against southern Thai activist
        NARATHIWAT - A human rights defender in southern Thailand has offered forgiveness to the Royal Thai Navy after a court threw out a charge against her arising from a post that lived on the internet for only 30 minutes.

      

      
        Assets worth B10bn retrieved for embezzled Aids hospice temple
        Police have retrieved assets worth about 10 billion baht acquired earlier with donations embezzled from the Aids hospice temple, Wat Phrabat Namphu, in Lop Buri province.

      

      
        Thailand strips citizenship of Cambodian senator's 3 children
        The Interior Ministry has revoked the Thai citizenship of a son and two daughters of Kok An, a notorious Cambodian senator allegedly linked to crimes from gambling to human trafficking, money laundering and online scams.

      

      
        1,300 sq km under water in four central provinces
        New satellite images show widespread fooding across four central provinces in Thailand, affecting 813,817 rai (1,300 square kilometres) of land, mostly low-lying agricultural areas and riverside communities, according to the Geo-Informatics and Space Technology Development Agency (Gistda).

      

      
        US sanctions scam-linked Myanmar militia
        WASHINGTON - The United States on Wednesday imposed financial sanctions against a Myanmar militia group for supporting a cyber scam operation that targets thousands of people including Americans from territory it controls.

      

      
        Many Bangkok streets flooded after early morning downpours
        More than 50 streets in Bangkok including Ratchadaphisek, Pracharat Bampen, Pracha Uthit and Prachasuk roads were flooded due to hours of heavy rain early Thursday morning.

      

      
        Tourism Authority of Thailand keeping tabs on federal shutdown
        The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) is monitoring the US government shutdown, which has severely disrupted domestic American travel, although international flights including to Thailand have not been affected yet.

      

      
        Gold likely to maintain upward trajectory
        YLG Bullion &amp; Futures expects gold to preserve its upward trajectory into the fourth quarter, supported by continued central bank purchases, the global shift towards de-dollarisation, and the Federal Reserve's moves on interest rate cuts.
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                                The National Alcohol Policy Committee has agreed to scrap the long-standing ban on the sale of alcoholic beverages between 2pm and 5pm, citing the need to boost spending during festive seasons.
The new regulation is expected to take effect 15 days after public consultation, without requiring cabinet approval.

However, the panel has yet to decide whether to extend drinking hours at entertainment venues.

Speaking after chairing the committee's second meeting at Government House on Thursday, Deputy Prime Minister Sophon Zarum said the move aimed to stimulate tourism and economic activity during peak tourism periods such as New Year and Songkran.

"The afternoon sales ban was introduced long ago to prevent civil servants from drinking during office hours. But that era is over -- government officials no longer drink in the afternoon. Today, officials do not go out drinking during working hours, so the ban should be lifted," said Mr Sophon.

[image: Deputy Prime Minister Sophon Zarum says government officials no longer drink in the afternoon. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)]
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He earlier said Thai authorities would discuss lifting the ban on afternoon alcohol sales after facing heavy criticism from businesses and the public.

Tourism operators had proposed extending closing hours to 4am, but the Ministry of Public Health and medical experts have opposed the idea, citing accident statistics showing a spike in fatalities from 2am to 3am, Mr Sophon said.

The deputy prime minister assigned the panel to continue discussions to reach a compromise.

The Ministry of Interior has already regulated operating hours for entertainment venues, so any extension must align with existing laws, he said.

He noted that while the Public Health Ministry promotes alcohol-free campaigns during New Year, such measures must be realistic.

"People celebrate during festivals. If the state wants to encourage abstinence, it must offer incentives, not just impose bans," Mr Sophon said.

The deputy prime minister confirmed that the ban between 2pm and 5pm would be revoked, while the final decision on whether drinking hours would be extended to 2am or 4am depends on further talks.

If the committee reaches a final resolution, it can be issued directly by the Prime Minister's Office without cabinet endorsement. The announcement will be open for public comment for 15 days before taking effect.

The committee will also review zoning rules for alcohol sales near educational institutions, clarifying whether the distance should be measured from the school fence or the building itself.

In Thailand, where Buddhism is the main religion, practitioners and monks follow the Five Precepts, which include abstaining from alcohol and intoxicants to promote mindfulness and avoid heedlessness.


	Editorial: Cheers for the absurd rules
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                  Cambodia trying to 'frame' Thailand, says defence minister                

                Gen Nattaphon says he warned Cambodian counterpart after provocative gunfire in Sa Kaeo
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                                Cambodian soldiers fired at Thai soldiers in Sa Kaeo province on Wednesday to provoke a fight and frame Thailand for attacking it, according to Thailand's defence minister.
Gen Nattaphon Narkphanit was responding on Thursday to claims made by Phnom Penh that one civilian was killed and three injured by gunfire from the Thai side of the border at Ban Nong Ya Kaew village in Khok Sung district of Sa Kaeo on Wednesday.

Thai soldiers had to fire warning shots back to stop a provocative attack from the Cambodian side and defend Thai sovereignty in accordance with their rules for the use of force, Gen Nattaphon said.

He said that after the provocative gunfire, he phoned his Cambodian counterpart. He warned Gen Tea Seiha that Cambodian soldiers should not have fired from a location where civilians were also staying, and the latter replied that it was unintentional.

The First Army Region reported that Cambodian soldiers fired about 30 assault rifle shots at Thai soldiers in Ban Nong Ya Kaew for 10 minutes starting from 4.10pm on Wednesday.

Gen Nattaphon also said that Cambodian soldiers had earlier provoked Thailand with skyward shots but on Wednesday they aimed at Thai troops. Fresh bullet holes in Thai soldiers' bunkers on Wednesday were the proof, he said.

Cambodia, he said, tried to create a story that it was attacked by Thailand. It brought Cambodian civilians to the frontline, something it had done frequently in the contested areas around Ban Nong Ya Kaew and Ban Nong Chan in Sa Kaeo, Gen Nattaphon said.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, meanwhile, reiterated that Thailand had no intention to attack any country but was determined to defend its sovereignty.

Thailand this week paused implementation of a US-backed agreement to wind down hostilities, after a blast from what it said was a newly laid landmine wounded four soldiers on Monday.

Thailand has also postponed the release of 18 captured Cambodian soldiers, a key plank of the joint declaration the Thai and Cambodian premiers signed last month in Kuala Lumpur in the presence of US President Donald Trump.
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                Social media post about unpaid water bill was corrected within 30 minutes, but suit went ahead
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                                NARATHIWAT - A human rights defender in southern Thailand has offered forgiveness to the Royal Thai Navy after a court threw out a charge against her arising from a post that lived on the internet for only 30 minutes.
The navy pressed a charge under the Computer Crime Act against Anchana Heemmina last year for inferring that it owed a water bill of 20,000 baht to a local mosque.

She gave an incorrect location for the mosque, and it turned out the army was the debtor, but she quickly corrected it. But the navy went ahead with the case anyway.

In a Facebook message on Thursday, and without naming the navy, Ms Anchana said she forgave any party for the recklessness and lack of thoroughness leading to an unnecessary legal battle and verbal harassment.

She posted the message after the Narathiwat Provincial Court on Nov 6 dismissed the charge filed against her by the navy.

The navy said its reputation had been damaged by the social media post on May 9, 2024 about 20,000 baht in unpaid utility bills owed to a masjid.

"What should we do? A mosque in Bacho district in Narathiwat province has tried in vain to get the amount of 20,000 baht in bills from a military post using its running water," Ms Anchana wrote.

The mosque in question turned out to be in Sai Buri district of Pattani, which is under the responsibility of the Royal Thai Army. Bacho is under the supervision of the navy.

Ms Anchana corrected the location of the masjid to Sai Buri 30 minutes later but the navy was not satisfied.

The court said the charge was dismissed because her mistake was not due to any malicious intent against the navy.

Ms Anchana is the founder of the Duayjai Group, a non-governmental organisation providing rehabilitation services to torture victims in the deep South.

She rose to prominence in 2016 when she and two colleagues released an e-book on torture of detainees, leading to a defamation suit by the Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc).

Isoc eventually agreed in March 2017 to drop all defamation charges after the two sides agreed to work together to prove 54 allegations raised in the book.

In her post on Thursday, Ms Anchana said the legal move by the navy was another attempt to use legal threats to silence critics, activists and human rights advocates in the southern region. She also demanded an end to the practice.

What the state has done will be "a boomerang that erodes public confidence in justice and the state, which will not be conducive to attempts to resolve conflicts in the region", she wrote.
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                                Police have retrieved assets worth about 10 billion baht acquired earlier with donations embezzled from the Aids hospice temple, Wat Phrabat Namphu, in Lop Buri province.
The recovery effort began in August following the arrest of the temple's former abbot and his aide, Pol Maj Gen Pattanasak Bupasuwan, commander of the Crime Suppression Division, told a press conference at the CSD on Thursday.

Police first began investigating in April after receiving a complaint that donations were being diverted at the temple, which took in large sums from local and international supporters of its well-known work with HIV/Aids patients.

The investigations focused on Alongkot Phoolmook, the former abbot of the temple, and his aide and fund-raiser Seksan "Mor Bee" Sapsubbsakul.

Pol Maj Gen Pattanasak said the assets had been retrieved from many people to be returned to the temple as donors originally intended. They included 60 vehicles and land rights documents covering about 7,200 rai (11.5 square kilometres).

Mr Alongkot, formerly known as Luang Phor Alongkot, 65, and Mr Seksan, 43, were arrested on Aug 26. The former abbot was charged with temple fund embezzlement, malfeasance by a public official and money-laundering. Mr Seksan was charged with supporting embezzlement by a government official.

Senior monks at temples throughout Thailand are officially considered government officials as they receive a monthly stipend under a centuries-old tradition of royal patronage that continues under public administration today.

During the arrest, police seized two title deeds for land and buildings worth 70 million baht, three vehicles worth 8 million baht, 2 million baht in cash and three luxury bags worth 400,000 baht from Mr Seksan. Also seized were 21 cheques for 52 million baht and 500,000 baht in cash from Mr Alongkot.


	Commentary: Dramatic fall from grace



[image: Then abbot Alongkot is in police custody at the Crime Suppression Division on Aug 27. Wassayos Ngamkham]
Police escort then-abbot Alongkot, centre, from the Crime Suppression Division headquarters after questioning him on Aug 27. (Photo: Wassayos Ngamkham)



[image: Seksan Sapsubbsakul under arrest on Aug 26. Police photo]
Former temple fund-raiser and self-proclaimed spirit medium Seksan "Mor Bee" Sapsubbsakul, left, reacts as he is placed under arrest on Aug 26. (Police photo)
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                Son and two daughters of alleged crime boss Kok An registered as born to Roi Et couple
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                                The Interior Ministry has revoked the Thai citizenship of a son and two daughters of Kok An, a notorious Cambodian senator allegedly linked to crimes from gambling to human trafficking, money laundering and online scams.
The ministry's Department of Provincial Administration said on Thursday that evidence showed the three -- Kittisak, Phu Cherlin and Juree Klongkitkol -- had illegally obtained citizenship through a couple who were not their biological parents.

The couple registered the births of the three in Phon Thong district of Roi Et province. Mr Kittisak was registered as born on Sept 9, 1977; Ms Phu Cherlin on April 11, 1979; and Ms Juree on May 15, 1983, according to Thai PBS.

The department did not name the couple but media reports earlier had identified them as Boonlieng and his wife, Amphai. They registered the births of Kok An's children between May and June 1990, claiming that the three were not born in hospitals.

An assistant to the Phon Thong district chief was the only official registering the documents and he died in 2017, according to Thai PBS.

The department said the home addresses of Mr Kittisak, Ms Phu Cherlin and Ms Juree were in Prawet district of Bangkok and their household registration was also annulled.

Kok An's son and daughters are believed to have fled the country before police raided their offices and houses in several locations in Bangkok and other provinces in July of this year.

The department said the household registration of Kok An, 71, was also revoked. He also remains at large outside the country. 

Last month, the government revoked the citizenship of the Cambodian businessman and senator Phat Suphapa, a naturalised Thai national accused of involvement in illicit activities. His Cambodian name is Ly Yong Phat.

Kok An and Ly Yong Phat have close connections with Cambodian Senate President and former prime minister Hun Sen.
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                  1,300 sq km under water in four central provinces                

                Satellite images show full extent of inundation across more than 800,000 rai
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                                New satellite images show widespread fooding across four central provinces in Thailand, affecting 813,817 rai (1,300 square kilometres) of land, mostly low-lying agricultural areas and riverside communities, according to the Geo-Informatics and Space Technology Development Agency (Gistda).
The high-resolution images released on Thursday from the THEOS-1 satellite clearly show inundated areas in Ayutthaya and parts of Ang Thong, Suphan Buri and Nakhon Pathom provinces.

Authorities are attempting to manage heavier than expected flooding this year, while also mitigating the impact on Bangkok. Residents of Ayutthaya in particular have criticised the government's water management efforts, saying they are paying a high price to keep the capital dry.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul on Wednesday acknowledged the problem during a visit to the area, and said farmers and landowners would receive monthly compensation payments until their land was fully dried out.

According to Gistda, Ayutthaya has been hardest hit, with 405,067 rai submerged in 12 districts -- Sena, Phak Hai, Bang Sai, Bang Sai, Bang Ban, Lat Bua Luang, Bang Pa Han, Bang Pa-in, Nakhon Luang, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, Ban Phraek and Wang Noi.

In Ang Thong, about 2,932 rai in Pa Mok district was flooded.

Suphan Buri recorded flooding on 323,144 rai in Bang Pla Ma, Song Phi Nong and Muang districts.

In Nakhon Pathom, flooding has ravaged Bang Len district, affecting 82,674 rai.

Most of the affected areas were agricultural zones and residential communities located along major and secondary riverbanks and parts of key transport routes.

THEOS-1 imagery can also distinguish different types of floodwater: brown-tinted areas indicate newly flooded areas with sediment, while darker tones show long-standing inundation.

Gistda said that satellite data helped confirm and clarify the actual extent of flood damage, showing that the impacts extend beyond riverside areas into many communities in the four provinces.

The agency, under the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation, said it was ready to provide space-based data and expertise to support flood and disaster management.

Gistda has also adjusted its satellite signal reception plans to monitor and analyse flood-prone areas continuously.


	Related: Early-morning downpours flood Bangkok roads
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                Democratic Karen Benevolent Army and business partners including one Thai targeted
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                                WASHINGTON - The United States on Wednesday imposed financial sanctions against a Myanmar militia group for supporting a cyber scam operation that targets thousands of people including Americans from territory it controls.
The action takes aim at the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army (DKBA) and four of its leaders, as well as business entities and a Thai national linked to Chinese organised crime, for their roles in developing and running the scam centres along the border with Thailand, the US Treasury Department said.  

Hundreds of thousands of people have been trafficked by criminal gangs across Southeast Asia in recent years and forced to work in scam centres, many of them located inside war-torn Myanmar.

"Criminal networks operating out of Burma are stealing billions of dollars from hardworking Americans through online scams," said John Hurley, the US undersecretary for terrorism and financial intelligence, using an older name for the country.

"These same networks traffic human beings and help fuel Burma's brutal civil war. The Administration will keep using every tool we have to go after these cybercriminals--wherever they operate -- and to protect American families from their exploitation."

The two firms targeted -- Trans Asia International Holding Group Thailand Co Ltd and Troth Star Co Ltd -- along with Thai national Chamu Sawang, are also linked to Chinese organised crime, the Treasury said.

The agency's move adds to earlier actions against "illicit actors perpetrating these scams".

In May, it designated the Karen National Army (formerly the Karen Border Guard Force) as a transnational criminal organisation, alongside its leader and his two sons for their "roles in facilitating human trafficking and cyber scams that harm US citizens".

In October, the US Treasury -- with UK counterparts -- sanctioned a Cambodian business conglomerate called the Prince Group that operates scam centres, it added.

A US government estimate noted that Americans lost at least $10 billion in 2024 to Southeast Asia-based scam operations. This marked a 66% rise over the prior year.


	Related: Tycoon gambling suspect extradited to China
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                                More than 50 streets in Bangkok including Ratchadaphisek, Pracharat Bampen, Pracha Uthit and Prachasuk roads were flooded due to hours of heavy rain early Thursday morning.
The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration reported that heavy downpours occurred in the capital from 1am to 4.30am. The amount of rainwater peaked in Pathumwan district at 111.5 millimetres, followed by 96.5mm in Ratchathewi and 91.5mm in Bangkok Noi.

More than 50 roads were inundated with flood levels ranging from 5 to 50 centimetres. The flooded roads were in Bung Kum, Wang Thonglang, Din Daeng, Chatuchak, Lat Phrao, Huai Khwang, Ratchathewi, Phaya Thai, Klong Toey, Bangkok Noi, Sathon, Watthana, Bang Khunthian, Laksi, Bang Rak, Dusit and Pomprap Sattruphai districts. 

At 6.15am flooding remained on Inthamara 34 Road in Din Daeng district, Ratchadaphisek and Kamphaeng Phet 2 roads in Chatuchak, Pracharat Bampen and Pracha Uthit roads in Huai Khwang, Phahon Yothin Road in Phaya Thai, and Sala Daeng Road in Bang Rak.

Sections of Ratchadaphisek Road in Chatuchak district were heavily flooded with water levels ranging from 15 to 50cm deep at 6.15am, according to City Hall. The deepest floodwater was reported on inbound lanes over a total distance of 800 metres near the Ratchayothin and Lat Phrao intersections.

At 7am the Chatuchak district office reported floodwater 20cm deep on Ratchadaphisek Road between the entrances of Ratchadaphisek 40 and Ratchadaphisek 44 roads. The flooding receded from the area at about 8.30am.

At 7.15am the district office said floodwater receded from the section of Ratchadaphisek Road in front of the Criminal Court. Flooding remained on Kamphaeng Phet 2 Road at 8.17am.
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                  Tourism Authority of Thailand keeping tabs on federal shutdown                

                Thai-bound flights continue unimpeded
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                                The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) is monitoring the US government shutdown, which has severely disrupted domestic American travel, although international flights including to Thailand have not been affected yet.
The US government shutdown has lasted for more than a month, causing delays and cancellations of domestic flights due to a shortage of air traffic control and transportation security administration workers.

"While international flights to Thailand haven't been directly affected, we need to keep an eye on this situation as there is a tendency for delays of transiting international passengers," said Chiravadee Khunsub, deputy governor for Europe, Africa, the Middle East and the Americas at the TAT.

Last week, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) instructed airlines to cut flights by 10% as of this Friday at 40 major airports across the US.

Mrs Chiravadee said the situation has left passengers frustrated about their trips. Airlines are offering refunds for impacted travellers.

Sentiment remains a concern, though demand for travel remains high, particularly overseas trips.

Passengers in the US were advised to prepare extra travel time for connecting flights to international destinations.

She said United's direct flight from Los Angeles to Bangkok via Hong Kong is still operating as normal.

Travel confidence in the US market for international destinations remains at a moderate to high level, particularly for Asia and Thailand, which are perceived as being more valuable than domestic trips, as the US is facing high inflation.

If the government shutdown persists until the middle of November, the number of flights may be slashed by up to 20%, based on the FAA's forecast.

In this scenario, international flights may be affected, said Mrs Chiravadee.

As of Nov 9, Thailand welcomed 870,469 US tourists, a 5.5% increase year-on-year.

She said the TAT is still confident the number from this market would exceed 1 million this year.

Based on the current inbound trend, it could reach 1.09 million, a 6% increase year-on-year.

Earlier this month, the TAT also boosted the long-haul market from Europe, supporting Thai tourism operators in joining the World Travel Mart trade show in London.

At the "Destinations with Heart" session at the trade event, Mrs Chiravadee shared Thailand's commitment to sustainable tourism, as well as its "Go Thai Be Free" initiative, ensuring the nation's inclusive and welcoming atmosphere for all travellers.
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                Traders bullish on continued momentum
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                                YLG Bullion & Futures expects gold to preserve its upward trajectory into the fourth quarter, supported by continued central bank purchases, the global shift towards de-dollarisation, and the Federal Reserve's moves on interest rate cuts.
The gold trader maintains its year-end target of US$4,380-4,400 per ounce, said chief executive Tipa Nawawattanasub.

China's central bank increased its gold reserves again in October, marking 12 consecutive months of accumulation. This steady buying pattern reinforces the broader trend of sustained central bank demand worldwide -- a trend closely tied to efforts to reduce reliance on the dollar, she said.

From 2022 to 2024, central banks worldwide purchased more than 1,000 tonnes of gold annually, more than double the average of 478 tonnes recorded between 2010 and 2021.

YLG also observed a shift in investor behaviour, with more savers moving out of deposits and into gold across multiple channels, including physical bars, online platforms and futures markets.

The ongoing cycle of rate cutting by the Fed also enhances gold's appeal as a beneficiary of lower interest rates. The US central bank's decision to end quantitative tightening (QT) on Dec 1 reinforces the broadly accommodative monetary environment, Ms Tipa noted.

"Gold remains strongly underpinned by China's latest reserve increase, which lifted holdings to 74.09 million troy ounces in October from 74.06 million the previous month," she said. "Short-term profit-taking may emerge following October's steep price rally, but the broader trend remains intact."

YLG identifies key support at $3,991 -4,015 per ounce. A sustained hold above this zone would confirm a constructive outlook. As for the domestic price, the firm sees potential for prices to climb to 67,000-67,500 baht per baht-weight, with major support at around 61,200-61,600 baht.

For investors seeking exposure during this elevated price phase, gold futures are recommended as an alternative, as futures require only 10% of the underlying value and allow profit opportunities in both rising and falling price trends, said Ms Tipa.

Hua Seng Heng noted global gold prices recently tested a key resistance level of $4,144 an ounce before retreating slightly in the short term.

Prices may pull back to test the support level of $4,100, with a possibility of rebounding afterwards. However, if gold falls below the next support at $4,075, it could signal a deeper correction, the gold trader said.

The market has begun to anticipate the Fed may shift towards a more accommodative monetary policy after ending its QT on Dec 1, leading to a weaker dollar and supporting a surge in gold prices, noted Hua Seng Heng.
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        2027 budget to be proposed to cabinet on Nov 25
        Thailand will submit its budget for the 2027 fiscal year to the cabinet on Nov 25, Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said on Thursday.

      

      
        Kasikornbank turns to AI, prudent lending as Thailand's economy slows
        SINGAPORE - Thailand's second largest lender Kasikornbank (KBank) is leaning on artificial intelligence (AI) and prudent lending to navigate economic headwinds and fraud risks, its chief executive Kattiya Indaravijaya told Reuters on Thursday.

      

      
        Singapore mulls holding top bank execs responsible for AI risks
        SINGAPORE --- Singapore's central bank has proposed a set of guidelines that will hold the board and senior management of financial institutions responsible for risks that arise from their use of artificial intelligence (AI).

      

      
        US presses final penny after more than 230 years
        WASHINGTON - The United States pressed its final circulating penny on Wednesday, in a move made to save money as the one-cent coin denomination became less relevant over time.
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                                Thailand will submit its budget for the 2027 fiscal year to the cabinet on Nov 25, Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said on Thursday.
The budget for Southeast Asia's second-largest economy in the fiscal year of 2026 has been set at 3.78 trillion baht (US$115.42 billion) with a deficit of about 860 billion baht.

"The budget deficit in 2027 will be significantly lower than of 2026," Mr Ekniti said, adding that by 2029 it will be no more than 3% of gross domestic product (GDP)

There are also plans to increase government revenue, and public debt will not exceed 70% of GDP, he said.
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On Monday, the finance minister said at an economic forum on Monday that the government will use the Fast Pass system to expedite permit approvals -- including those for water and electricity connections -- in order to increase investments.

Last month, the cabinet approved an investment budget of 1.6 trillion baht for state enterprises in fiscal 2026, which is expected to lift GDP growth by 0.3 percentage points.
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                                SINGAPORE - Thailand's second largest lender Kasikornbank (KBank) is leaning on artificial intelligence (AI) and prudent lending to navigate economic headwinds and fraud risks, its chief executive Kattiya Indaravijaya told Reuters on Thursday.
The lender expects AI to have a "meaningful impact" on productivity improvement within two years, she said, adding that the bank is still at the early stages of getting every unit to adopt it.

For instance, she expects AI to help with the more obvious credit approval decisions, freeing up underwriters to work on applications that are less certain.

Ms Kattiya said the bank has had to be more prudent when it comes to lending, with economic conditions in Thailand still sluggish.

She noted that the nation's gross domestic product (GDP) is expected to grow by less than 2% per year over the next two to three years, and that medium to long-term structural change is needed from the government.

Thailand's economy is struggling with the impact of US tariffs on its exports as well as lower levels of consumption, with households mired in debt.

[image: KBank's chief executive Kattiya Indaravijaya. (Photo supplied)]
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A strong Thai baht is also threatening both exports and tourism, with the nation already grappling with a 7% year-on-year fall in foreign arrivals.

"Since 2022, we saw some signs that we need to be very careful, so that's why we adjusted our credit policy," she said.

The bank's ratio of non-performing loans (NPLs) has improved as the bank is extending loans mainly to customers with whom it has a credit or payment track record.

While the bank has received offers on mergers or acquisitions of fintech companies, Ms Kattiya said that the bank is not actively studying any deals.

Any deals struck will need to align with the lender's existing strategy and add value to both its customers and the bank's shareholders, she added.

"We have to think very carefully before we make any decision, but there's always choices," she said.
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                                SINGAPORE -- Singapore's central bank has proposed a set of guidelines that will hold the board and senior management of financial institutions responsible for risks that arise from their use of artificial intelligence (AI).
The board or a committee delegated by it will be responsible to ensure, among other things, that "AI risks, where material, are explicitly addressed within the FI's risk appetite framework," according to the consultation paper published by the Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) on Thursday.

Senior management will be in charge of ensuring the effective roll-out of AI-related risk management policies and procedures, as well as to guarantee the necessary competence of personnel.

The proposal comes as the city-state pushes companies to invest more in workers' training and join their global peers in adopting AI. The three Singaporean banks, for example, are currently retraining all 35,000 of their local employees over the next one to two years to prepare for AI-triggered changes.

Still, some companies often prioritise other matters with more immediate benefits, MAS Chairman Gan Kim Yong said this week during the Singapore FinTech Festival. 

"It is important for us to understand that the job will change and it's very hard to keep the same job relevant for a long period of time," he said, as reported by finews.asia. As jobs evolve, "we have to keep the people relevant." Gan is also Singapore's deputy prime minister and trade minister.

MAS also acknowledged that the use of local English -- popularly known as Singlish -- poses a separate kind of issue for AI adoption in Singapore. "It turns out Singlish presents a level of complexity that existing LLMs are not fully ready to take on," Managing Director Chia Der Jiun said at the same event on Thursday, referring to large language models. 

A government agency will partner with financial institutions to develop a model, and to transcribe conversations in Singlish as well as a mix of the city-state's commonly spoken languages and dialects, Chia added.

According to global tech research firm Gartner Inc, AI accounts for just 1% of job losses worldwide at present, with minimal overall impact expected by 2028.Please credit and share this article with others using this link: . View our policies at http://goo.gl/9HgTd and http://goo.gl/ou6Ip. (c) Bangkok Post PCL. All rights reserved.


	Opinion: AI may be both a bubble and a boon


              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3136635/singapore-mulls-holding-top-bank-execs-responsible-for-ai-risks



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  US presses final penny after more than 230 years                

                              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                        

                        [image: The dies used to press the last pennies along with the planchets, or blank disks that will become coins, at the US Mint. (Photo: AFP)]
                      
                                              
                          The dies used to press the last pennies along with the planchets, or blank disks that will become coins, at the US Mint. (Photo: AFP)                        

                                          

                  

                                WASHINGTON - The United States pressed its final circulating penny on Wednesday, in a move made to save money as the one-cent coin denomination became less relevant over time.
The last coin was struck in Philadelphia by US Treasurer Brandon Beach, officially ending the circulating penny's 232-year production run.

"While general production concludes today, the penny's legacy lives on," said acting Mint director Kristie McNally in a statement.

For penny-pinchers -- slang for frugal types -- the coin will still remain legal tender, and there are around 300 billion pennies in circulation.

The end of production comes after President Donald Trump called on the Treasury in February to stop producing pennies, presenting it as an effort to slash government spending.

"For far too long the United States has minted pennies which literally cost us more than 2 cents. This is so wasteful!" Trump wrote on his Truth Social platform at the time.

The penny was first authorised by the Coinage Act of 1792.

Early on pennies were made of pure copper, but today's coins are smaller and made of copper-plated zinc, giving the so-called red cent its rosy hue.

In the past decade, the cost of making each coin rose from 1.42 cents to 3.69 cents, the Mint said on Wednesday.

Debates about the production cost of pennies are not new in the US, and several efforts to end its production failed in Congress previously.
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                                SET-listed Miss Grand International (MGI) is proceeding with its plan for a conditional subscription in the debt-ridden content provider JKN Global Group (JKN), though analysts warn of deeper structural risks.
MGI informed the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) that its board of directors had approved entering into a share subscription agreement with JKN. The agreement, signed on April 23, grants MGI the right to subscribe to newly issued JKN shares through a private placement.

Under the planned transaction, the beauty product marketer and pageant organiser MGI receives an allocation of 100 million new JKN shares for 0.50 baht apiece, representing an investment of 50 million baht, with completion targeted for the fourth quarter of this year.

The company said the investment is still subject to key conditions that must be satisfied before the subscription becomes legally binding. These conditions concern the approval of JKN's ongoing business rehabilitation.

JKN made international headlines when it acquired the copyright to the Miss Universe pageant in 2022. But as financial obligations mounted, it later sold a 50% stake to Mexican investors.

A creditors' meeting and the Central Bankruptcy Court must endorse the rehabilitation plan submitted by JKN, including any potential amendments proposed by creditors.

The court must also explicitly authorise the issuance and private placement of the new shares by the content and product distribution company.

"Only after these approvals are secured can JKN proceed with allocating the shares to MGI within the court-approved rehabilitation framework," MGI said in the filing to the SET.

This conditional structure prompted some analysts to caution the situation may reflect deeper risks within JKN.

One analyst said that when a company hesitates or withdraws from an investment due to perceived internal problems at its counterpart, it often signals broader structural challenges.

In JKN's case, these concerns could relate to slow business growth, weaknesses in internal management systems, or vulnerability in its capital structure.

Such issues, if confirmed, may weigh heavily on investor confidence, said an analyst who requested anonymity.

Another analyst who requested anonymity said the implications extend to both companies. Investors may interpret MGI's guarded stance as a sign that it no longer sees clear strategic value in partnering with JKN, while JKN risks being viewed as increasingly fragile.

These perceptions are amplified by MGI's earlier remarks highlighting "ongoing internal management problems" at JKN, which have raised questions about the company's governance standards, said the source.

Concerns surrounding transparency and corporate oversight have also lingered, especially relating to JKN's handling of high-profile assets such as the rights to the Miss Universe pageant and uncertainties surrounding recent business transfers.

Analysts warn that any gaps in disclosure or unresolved doubts over accounting practices and internal controls could attract closer scrutiny from regulators. Such developments may not only impact investor sentiment, but could also lead to legal or enforcement consequences if regulatory requirements were breached, they said.

Miss Universe events are currently under way in Bangkok and the pageant final is to be held on Nov 21 at Impact Challenger Hall in Nonthaburi.
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                                Grab reports receiving more than 1 million orders under the "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme, while Line Man Wongnai has recorded 2 million orders.
Users started using this scheme for online food delivery on Nov 7.

As of Nov 11, 19.8 million out of 20 million participants in the scheme successfully spent a total of 31.8 billion baht, according to the Finance Ministry.

Of the total, 15.4 billion baht represented the state's co-payment contribution.

Spending for online food delivery services tallied 486 million baht during this period, based on information from 900,000 participating food merchants.

Chantsuda Thananitayaudom, country head of Grab Thailand, said the scheme received overwhelming interest from both consumers and food merchants, supported by government subsidies that truly help stimulate spending, especially for food businesses.

This impact is not limited to in-store purchases, but is also clearly reflected in food delivery orders.

Grab recorded over 1 million orders as part of the scheme, while participating merchants saw their sales increase by an average of 3 times compared to normal periods.

The most popular use was orders for lunch, with the average value of each order ranging from 80-120 baht.

Popular single-dish meals included papaya salad, noodles, and fried chicken, while Thai tea was the most popular beverage. The provinces with the highest usage on delivery platforms were Bangkok, followed by Chon Buri, Khon Kaen, Nakhon Ratchasima and Chiang Mai.

"In this phase, the number of merchants registering to participate in the programme with Grab has increased by more than 50%, and many small and street food vendors and participating merchants have enjoyed an average sales growth of more than 3 times, underscoring the success of the government's 'Big Quick Win' policy," Ms Chantsuda said.

Ordering frequency increased significantly, with the number of users placing two or more orders per day rising 2.5 times compared to regular periods. The most popular dishes were papaya salad, followed by noodles and fried chicken. The top beverages were Thai tea, green tea/matcha, and iced cocoa.

The top five provinces with the highest co-payment scheme delivery usage were Bangkok, Chon Buri, Khon Kaen, Nakhon Ratchasima and Chiang Mai.

"The average hourly earnings of delivery drivers have increased by 13% since the programme began. Likewise, suppliers and distributors of food and beverage ingredients also benefited from increased activity," said Ms Chantsuda.

Yod Chinsupakul, chief executive of Line Man Wongnai, told the Bangkok Post the platform recorded 2 million orders from 1 million users, with 40,000 platform merchants registered under the scheme.
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                                The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) is monitoring the US government shutdown, which has severely disrupted domestic American travel, although international flights including to Thailand have not been affected yet.
The US government shutdown has lasted for more than a month, causing delays and cancellations of domestic flights due to a shortage of air traffic control and transportation security administration workers.

"While international flights to Thailand haven't been directly affected, we need to keep an eye on this situation as there is a tendency for delays of transiting international passengers," said Chiravadee Khunsub, deputy governor for Europe, Africa, the Middle East and the Americas at the TAT.

Last week, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) instructed airlines to cut flights by 10% as of this Friday at 40 major airports across the US.

Mrs Chiravadee said the situation has left passengers frustrated about their trips. Airlines are offering refunds for impacted travellers.

Sentiment remains a concern, though demand for travel remains high, particularly overseas trips.

Passengers in the US were advised to prepare extra travel time for connecting flights to international destinations.

She said United's direct flight from Los Angeles to Bangkok via Hong Kong is still operating as normal.

Travel confidence in the US market for international destinations remains at a moderate to high level, particularly for Asia and Thailand, which are perceived as being more valuable than domestic trips, as the US is facing high inflation.

If the government shutdown persists until the middle of November, the number of flights may be slashed by up to 20%, based on the FAA's forecast.

In this scenario, international flights may be affected, said Mrs Chiravadee.

As of Nov 9, Thailand welcomed 870,469 US tourists, a 5.5% increase year-on-year.

She said the TAT is still confident the number from this market would exceed 1 million this year.

Based on the current inbound trend, it could reach 1.09 million, a 6% increase year-on-year.

Earlier this month, the TAT also boosted the long-haul market from Europe, supporting Thai tourism operators in joining the World Travel Mart trade show in London.

At the "Destinations with Heart" session at the trade event, Mrs Chiravadee shared Thailand's commitment to sustainable tourism, as well as its "Go Thai Be Free" initiative, ensuring the nation's inclusive and welcoming atmosphere for all travellers.
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                                YLG Bullion & Futures expects gold to preserve its upward trajectory into the fourth quarter, supported by continued central bank purchases, the global shift towards de-dollarisation, and the Federal Reserve's moves on interest rate cuts.
The gold trader maintains its year-end target of US$4,380-4,400 per ounce, said chief executive Tipa Nawawattanasub.

China's central bank increased its gold reserves again in October, marking 12 consecutive months of accumulation. This steady buying pattern reinforces the broader trend of sustained central bank demand worldwide -- a trend closely tied to efforts to reduce reliance on the dollar, she said.

From 2022 to 2024, central banks worldwide purchased more than 1,000 tonnes of gold annually, more than double the average of 478 tonnes recorded between 2010 and 2021.

YLG also observed a shift in investor behaviour, with more savers moving out of deposits and into gold across multiple channels, including physical bars, online platforms and futures markets.

The ongoing cycle of rate cutting by the Fed also enhances gold's appeal as a beneficiary of lower interest rates. The US central bank's decision to end quantitative tightening (QT) on Dec 1 reinforces the broadly accommodative monetary environment, Ms Tipa noted.

"Gold remains strongly underpinned by China's latest reserve increase, which lifted holdings to 74.09 million troy ounces in October from 74.06 million the previous month," she said. "Short-term profit-taking may emerge following October's steep price rally, but the broader trend remains intact."

YLG identifies key support at $3,991 -4,015 per ounce. A sustained hold above this zone would confirm a constructive outlook. As for the domestic price, the firm sees potential for prices to climb to 67,000-67,500 baht per baht-weight, with major support at around 61,200-61,600 baht.

For investors seeking exposure during this elevated price phase, gold futures are recommended as an alternative, as futures require only 10% of the underlying value and allow profit opportunities in both rising and falling price trends, said Ms Tipa.

Hua Seng Heng noted global gold prices recently tested a key resistance level of $4,144 an ounce before retreating slightly in the short term.

Prices may pull back to test the support level of $4,100, with a possibility of rebounding afterwards. However, if gold falls below the next support at $4,075, it could signal a deeper correction, the gold trader said.

The market has begun to anticipate the Fed may shift towards a more accommodative monetary policy after ending its QT on Dec 1, leading to a weaker dollar and supporting a surge in gold prices, noted Hua Seng Heng.
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                                Thailand continues to be a global leader in social commerce, with platforms such as TikTok, Facebook and Instagram heavily utilised for live-selling, product discovery, and driving e-commerce transactions.
[image: ]


These trends are included in the "Digital 2026: Thailand" report jointly developed by Meltwater and We Are Social, and a recent analysis by DataReportal/Kepios.

As of late 2025, there were 56.6 million active social media user identities in Thailand, or roughly 79.1% of the population.

Facebook remains the country's most used social network, maintaining a massive user base of around 51.5 million accounts as of late 2025. The network is considered the dominant social hub, seamlessly integrating communication, commerce and news consumption.

The Line app boasts 56 million monthly active users, serving as the country's primary messaging app, while also integrating services such as payments, news and e-commerce.

For content and video consumption, YouTube is a major force, reaching roughly 47.2 million users by offering entertainment, content discovery and long-form education, while benefiting from the country's fast internet speeds.

Meanwhile, TikTok emerged as a rising star in social commerce, leveraging its estimated 56.6 million users to lead the live-selling and short-form video trend. The platform is most popular for online shopping and connecting with Gen Z.

Finally, Instagram maintains a strong presence with 20.6 million users, focusing on lifestyle, glamour and influencer marketing, with a user base that skews heavily female and is crucial for fashion and business-to-customer brand engagement.

A total of 96.6 million mobile connections are active in Thailand in late 2025, equivalent to 135% of the population.

Thais spend a significant amount of time on social media, averaging 2 hours and 35 minutes daily, exceeding the global average.

YouTube and TikTok are considered essential platforms for watching videos, with short-form vertical videos the primary driver of engagement.

Thailand is cited globally for its embrace of social and live commerce, making it a trend-setter in Asia, noted the report.

TikTok, Shopee and Lazada utilise real-time video streaming, influencer marketing, and localised content to drive huge e-commerce growth.

The country was also identified as a "cashless leader in Asean" due to the success of PromptPay, its national real-time payment system, and the widespread use of digital wallets and QR code payments, which are used by more than 70% of online shoppers.
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                  Restaurant group concerned about impact of new alcohol law                

                              

                                The Thai Restaurant Association is worried about the new alcohol law, especially the regulation that bans customers from consuming alcoholic beverages in restaurants during prohibited hours.
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Thaniwan Kulmongkol, president of the association, said members have expressed concern over new amendments to the Alcoholic Beverage Act as they are uncertain whether they could face fines under the new rules. So far no members have reported fines.

She said the controversial Section 32 of the law is not suited to the country's position as a tourism destination.

Section 32 of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Act of 2025 prohibits the consumption of alcoholic beverages during banned periods in any venue where alcohol is sold, or any place or area where commercial services for alcoholic beverage consumption are allowed. The new law went into effect on Nov 8.

Under another law, the sale of alcoholic beverages is restricted to specific periods: from 11am to 2pm and from 5pm to midnight. This means even if consumers bought alcoholic beverages in a restaurant before 2pm, they would need to consume them outside the establishment from 2pm to 5pm.

Section 37/1 states violators of Section 32 -- including individuals -- can be fined up to 10,000 baht. The rule does not apply to international airports, registered entertainment venues and registered hotels.

Sathien Sathientham, chief executive of Carabao Group, said the law banning drinking in establishments during certain hours is outdated.

"It would be weird if a restaurant is open, a customer orders and enjoys drinks, then is told to stop drinking," he said.

A group of associations submitted letters Tuesday to Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul about concerns with the drinking ban during non-sales hours in the recently amended law. The new regulations add more obstacles for already struggling restaurants and hotels, noted the letters.

The private sector urged the government to promptly issue national guidelines to lift the current sales and consumption ban during restricted times.

They also called for comprehensive deregulation instead of targeting specific zones, and requested the government reconsider alcohol sales zoning.

The associations suggested lifting the online sales ban because it will support small businesses as well as craft and Otop products.
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        Landmine  sparks fear
        The latest landmine explosion, which injured four soldiers and left one without a foot, not only undermines attempts at peace between Thailand and Cambodia but also sparks fears of an all-out war as Thailand faces pressure to retaliate and teach its neighbour a lesson.

      

      
        Why gold matters in a changing world
        After reading my previous article, "Thailand has become the sick man of Asean", a good friend asked me what would happen to the Thai economy after becoming the sick man?

      

      
        Thai-Sino ties take new steps
        In China's diplomacy with neighbouring countries, the friendly relations between China and Thailand have always sparkled. The many "firsts" created in this relationship have vividly demonstrated the special bond of "China and Thailand are as close as one family" as well as a firm belief of the two countries in working hand in hand for common development, bringing great benefits to the people,...

      

      
        COP30 must be more focused on human welfare
        With the United Nations climate summit, COP30, now in full swing in the humid jungle city of Bel&eacute;m, Brazil, Microsoft co-founder and philanthropist Bill Gates has cut through the noise with a blunt truth: these UN climate gatherings must zero in on lifting human lives, rather than fixating solely on slashing emissions or dialling down global temperatures. It's a perspective that's long...

      

      
        Cheers for the absurd rules
        The amended alcohol control legislation that imposes fines on individuals who continue drinking alcoholic beverages during restricted hours -- particularly between 2pm and 5pm -- has left the government in hot water.

      

      
        Adam Smith and the moral economy we have lost
        With the 250th anniversary of The Wealth of Nations approaching next year, the world is gearing up to honour Adam Smith. But which Smith should be recognised? The hard-nosed "founding father" of modern economics, or the philosopher who wrote The Theory of Moral Sentiments? Scholars have wrestled with this question, a riddle known as "Das Adam Smith Problem", for centuries, because it concerns...

      

      
        Tackling Thai-Cambodian border row
        The tragic landmine injuries on Monday to two Thai soldiers have cast doubt on whether the ceasefire agreement with Cambodia will hold. But, even if it does, one also has to wonder whether either country really wishes to have lasting peace along this border. After all, for over 70 years, both countries, for domestic political purposes, have periodically used the continuing uncertainty about the...

      

      
        Marking time at the COP30 climate summit
        Populist parties are already in power in some developed countries and waiting just outside the door in many more. The key trick of populist politicians is to tell the voters what they want to hear, and the voters definitely do not want their lives to be disrupted by global heating, so they are told it is not happening. It's "the world's biggest con", in Donald Trump's words.

      

      
        Floods a wake-up call
        Fears of an epic flood similar to the catastrophic inundation of 2011 have returned to haunt the public once again.

      

      
        Sino-Thai family now new era partners
        The long-awaited trip to China by His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua and Her Majesty Queen Suthida Bajrasudhabimalalakshana is now official, with the state visit scheduled from Thursday to Monday. The historic visit will be the first by a reigning Thai monarch. Both countries, which established diplomatic ties in 1975, are also commemorating the golden jubilee of...

      

      
        
          	
            Business
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Travel
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Landmine  sparks fear								

															

																	
										
											
											
																									
													
																																					
																										
												
												[image: Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul inspects PMN-2 mines recovered along the border with Cambodia in Si Sa Ket's Kantharalak district, which are believed to have been planted by Cambodian soldiers. (Photo courtesy of Government House)]
											
																							
													Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul inspects PMN-2 mines recovered along the border with Cambodia in Si Sa Ket's Kantharalak district, which are believed to have been planted by Cambodian soldiers. (Photo courtesy of Government House)												

																					

									

																The latest landmine explosion, which injured four soldiers and left one without a foot, not only undermines attempts at peace between Thailand and Cambodia but also sparks fears of an all-out war as Thailand faces pressure to retaliate and teach its neighbour a lesson.
Sgt 1st Class Therdsak Samaphong is the seventh soldier to lose a limb while patrolling the Si Sa Ket border since the confrontation began in mid-year.

The Anutin Charnvirakul government reacted swiftly to calls for reprisals.

It suspended the US-brokered accord, signed in Kuala Lumpur last October, and authorised "full military operations" against Cambodia. It is the term "full military operations" that is problematic.

Several security experts warn that another armed conflict with Thailand's immediate neighbour -- even if framed as "limited retaliations" -- might be an unwise move.

Such action, they say, would allow Cambodia to portray itself as the victim of a larger neighbour, thereby winning unjustified global sympathy.

Some observers view Monday's blast as a familiar tactic by Phnom Penh to divert attention from its failure to tackle online scam networks and other grey businesses.

Renewed armed conflict, they argue, would shore up the Hun family's declining image at home.

So what options remain for Thailand?

First, the Anutin government must maintain a diplomacy-led policy, even though such a stance will anger hawkish voices.

In a crisis like this, a cool head prevails while keeping long-term national interests firmly in view.

Second, those involved must gather all the evidence that will expose Cambodia's wrongdoing -- particularly the continuing use of landmines, which violates the Ottawa Convention, and the online scam networks that financially support the regime.

The Foreign Affairs Ministry, in particular, should use every available mechanism to secure international condemnation and punitive measures, such as cuts in assistance, against Phnom Penh.

Meanwhile, it is not necessary to abandon the peace accord entirely.

Instead, keep the options open and ensure the accord serves Thailand's interests.

At the same time, the Anutin government has grounds to reconsider plans to return the 18 Cambodian soldiers currently in custody.

Doing so would only intensify Cambodian citizens' anger at the Hun regime -- a price the Cambodian leadership must pay for the latest transgression.

More importantly, the army should consider using technology to monitor border movements -- drone cameras and other devices -- instead of putting soldiers at unnecessary risk.

Such technology would help save lives and provide recorded evidence of hostile activity along the border.

Of course, by avoiding all-out war, the government must communicate clearly with the public about its actions.

Absent a convincing explanation, jingoistic elements will exploit the situation for malicious gains.

Finally, while steering clear of war, Bangkok must continue to wage a fierce campaign against scam networks.

That effort, more than military action, will strike at the heart of the regime's support.
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																After reading my previous article, "Thailand has become the sick man of Asean", a good friend asked me what would happen to the Thai economy after becoming the sick man?
My reply was that it would be like your body. After getting very sick with no proper and timely treatment, you die. Many economists will offer solutions, but none have credible action plans for getting there, either in terms of time or cost.

Everything is abstract, like efficiency improvements, as if it could be done with a wave of a magic wand. We then changed the subject to something less depressing: gold.

This week, I have decided not to write about the economy, even though the recent release of September economic data has disturbed me. I'm writing about gold and its economic intrinsic or fundamental value. However, I must point out the article is meant to be educational, not for investment purposes.

The title of today's article, "Why gold matters in a changing world", will surely catch readers' eyes as gold prices have been going up and down like a roller coaster. When the price was rising, analysts said it could rise much further. Some even mentioned US$10,000 (324,720 baht) per ounce. But when the price dropped, the same analysts said it could fall further to $2,500 per ounce. Are they professional analysts or con artists who lure investors into buying or selling gold for a commission?

The accuracy of the gold price projection was similar to the case of oil. If one went back to the end of March 2022, expert analysts said the Brent crude price would break $100 per barrel and could reach over $200 per barrel, citing disruptions to Russian oil production. Well, Russian oil output did decline by 3.2% but instead of a price increase, the price has now dropped to $65 per barrel. Would expert analysts make similar mistakes in predicting the price of gold?

Prediction mistakes do not come from the analyst's naivety, but from overlooking the demand factor. When one makes a price projection, one needs to consider both supply and demand factors. Oil analysts focused solely on the supply factor -- ie, the Russian production cut -- yet failed to account for future global oil demand. This is economics 101. If demand should fall faster than supply, the price of the product will drop.

This experience could be applied to gold. The maddening rise in gold prices is due solely to demand expectations, but no analyst mentions the supply factor. Gold, like any mineral, can be mined more if the market price is attractive. Apart from new mining, a significant amount of gold supply also comes from "recycled" gold, which means people sell gold from existing stock for profit. In Q3/2025, 42.6% of the gold supply was from "recycled" gold. It is a mistake to think that the gold supply is limited to the underground reserve.

What is the gold supply situation now?

As of the end of 2024, there were 216,265 tonnes of above-ground gold stock. Central banks hold 17% of the stock, 45% is in gold shops/jewellers, and 22% is in the hands of investors. These last two stocks are sources of "recycled" gold. Suppose the current above-ground stock is not enough to satisfy gold buyers' appetite. In that case, there is an additional 54,800 tonnes of gold readily available for mining and 132,100 tonnes for deeper mining. These two numbers are called "reserves" and "resources". Each year, about 4,000 tonnes of new gold enter the market.

What is the current gold demand situation?

Current demand is about 5,000 tonnes per year, resulting in a 1,000-tonne demand-supply gap. This demand-supply gap has been pushing gold prices higher and higher. Any good economist will tell readers that, with price upward adjustment, demand will fall and supply will rise, narrowing the demand-supply gap. Or even turns negative, like in the case of oil.

When will the demand-supply gap turn around? This is the $1 trillion question. If I knew that I would be Mr Goldfinger and would not waste time writing articles, but enjoy my enormous wealth and the singing of Shirley Bassey. One thing is always true, though. Gold is the safest asset on this planet. Whenever there is uncertainty, demand for gold never fails to rise.

Economic uncertainty occurred in 2011 amid the threat of a Eurozone debt crisis. Gold demand rose 17.5% pushing the price up 28.2%. Then the fear subsided, and the gold price dropped 30% to the pre-crisis level. The 30% gold price hike happened again in 2022 when Russia invaded Ukraine. The possibility of a larger war triggered investors into rushing to gold.

The uncertainty in the global economy, particularly the stability of the US dollar as the world's reserve currency, prompted central banks worldwide to increase their gold holdings. The World Uncertainty Index (WUI) consistently rose from a low of 14,606 in June 2024 to a high of 30,376 in December 2024. Gold demand then reached an all-time high of 4,974 tonnes that year, pushing the gold price up by 22.8%.

For curious readers, the WUI peaked at 122,422 in September 2025 and dropped about 10,000 points in October. There seems to be a strong relationship between the WUI and the gold price.

Central banks appear to want to buy more gold in 2025, but not at the pace they did in 2024. It is projected that the gold demand this year will drop slightly to 4,950 tonnes, which is still 1,256 tonnes higher than the projected mining supply of 3,694 tonnes. But does such a gap warrant the 52.7% price rise over the year? If one considers the economic theory of the demand-supply gap, the answer is no. But if one considers the WUI, the answer would be yes.

If the market is reasonable, the price of gold now should be $2,928.5 per ounce. This price is in line with the fundamental gold price calculation by a reputable research house, which estimates the fundamental gold price at $2,800 per ounce.

My goal is neither to convince readers to believe in any specific price projection nor to suggest that readers hold or unload current gold holdings. Please, please read the disclaimer below. My goal is to explain the demand-supply gap factor that affects the economic price and the "panic" factor that affects the market price.

After finishing this article, I realised that the issue of gold price is much bigger than the gold itself. It might be the beginning of a world economic paradigm shift. What if the world is moving away from the flawed "paper" standard and wants to move back to the gold standard? The paradigm shift encourages central banks to hold more gold and fewer US dollars. The National Bank of Poland, currently the world's top gold buyer, plans to hold gold totalling up to 30% of its reserves.

My next article will then be "From gold to paper, and from paper back to gold?".


	Disclaimer

	This article is for educational purposes, not for investment purposes. Those who wish to engage in gold buying/selling must do so at their own risk. The writer holds no responsibility for the data/projection accuracy of this article.

	Disclaimer

	Chartchai Parasuk, PhD, is a freelance economist.
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																In China's diplomacy with neighbouring countries, the friendly relations between China and Thailand have always sparkled. The many "firsts" created in this relationship have vividly demonstrated the special bond of "China and Thailand are as close as one family" as well as a firm belief of the two countries in working hand in hand for common development, bringing great benefits to the people, and setting a shining example of regional cooperation.
His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua and Her Majesty Queen Suthida Bajrasudhabimalalakshana will pay a historic state visit to China. In a spirit of pioneering shown by the inspiration of first-ever accomplishments jointly achieved in the bilateral relationship, China and Thailand will continue to inspire enthusiasm for deepening the friendship and practical cooperation.

Thailand was the first country in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) to engage in strategic cooperation with China, as well as to establish a comprehensive strategic cooperative partnership with China. In 2022, President Xi Jinping visited Thailand and attended the Apec Economic Leaders' Meeting. Both leaders reached important consensus on building a more prosperous, stable, and sustainable China-Thailand community with a shared future, ushering bilateral relations into a new era.

Indeed, Thailand was the first Asean country to implement a free trade arrangement with China. In October 2003, China and Thailand implemented a zero-tariff arrangement for 188 types of vegetables and fruits. Thailand is the country with the most varieties of fresh fruits granted access to China, with 23 types of fresh fruits approved for import, ranking first globally. China's agricultural imports from Thailand ranked first among Asean countries, with the total value reaching US$11.6 billion in 2024. Thailand established the first wholly foreign-owned enterprise in China. Thailand's Charoen Pokphand Group established its presence in the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone, holding the approval document "Shen Wai Zi Zheng Zi (1981) No. 0001" in 1979.

Thailand hosts the largest overseas production capacity of Chinese new energy vehicles. Eight Chinese automakers, including SAIC and BYD, have invested here, with an annual production capacity of nearly 600,000 new energy vehicles and a total investment of over 20 billion yuan (91.3 billion baht). Thailand is the first Asean country where China's 5G technology has been fully implemented for commercial use. Thai telecommunications operators launched 5G mobile services to the public in 2020, with Chinese companies like Huawei and ZTE as key partners. China is the largest source of MICE (Meetings, Incentives, Conferences, and Exhibitions) tourists to Thailand, with 250,000 Chinese MICE visitors in 2024, ranking first with the proportion of 34% of the total.

Thailand is the first country to conduct joint military exercises and training with China across all branches of the military, featuring the regular training and exercises of "Strike", "Blue Strike" and "FalconStrike". Seven "Strike" joint exercises have been conducted since 2007. Thailand was the first Asean country where China stationed drug liaison officers and signed an extradition treaty with China.

Thailand is the first country to collaborate with China in building a VGOS radio telescope. In 2025, a 13-metre diameter Very Long Baseline Interferometry Global Observing System (VGOS) radio telescope, jointly developed by China and Thailand, was inaugurated in Chiang Mai. Thailand is the first country to receive a Chinese nuclear fusion experimental device (Tokamak). In 2017, the Chinese Academy of Sciences gifted the Tokamak device to the Thailand Institute of Nuclear Technology, marking the first such device in Asean.

Thailand is the first country to host an overseas exhibition of China's lunar samples. In 2024, precious samples brought back by China's Chang'e-5 mission were displayed in Thailand. China will be the first country to send a Thai research instrument into deep space, as the Chang'e-7 mission has selected Thailand's "Space Weather Monitoring" device for deployment. Thailand is also the first Southeast Asian country to engage in polar cooperation with China, establishing a joint laboratory at a Chinese Antarctic research station, and the first Asian country visited by the Xuelong 2,China's polar research icebreaker.

Thailand hosts the world's longest-running, largest and highest-level celebrations of the Happy Chinese New Year. The Happy Chinese New Year, a flagship project of China-Thailand cultural cooperation, has been held in Thailand for years with great success. Her Royal Highness Princess Sirindhorn attended celebrations in Chinatown for many years. The China Cultural Center in Bangkok is the first of its kind set up by China in Southeast Asia and the largest China Cultural Center in the world. Meanwhile, China has been the largest source of tourists for Thailand. Chinese tourists to Thailand exceeded 10 million person-times in 2018 and 2019, respectively. Thailand is the first country to declare traditional Chinese medicine legal like China.

Thailand is home to the world's first Confucius Classroom and the first Development Alliance of Confucius Institutes. In 2006, the Confucius Classroom at Bangkok's Traimit Wittayalai Secondary School was established. Now, there are 17 Confucius Institutes and 11 Confucius Classrooms. China and Thailand jointly built the world's first Luban Workshop, creating an integrated education model of "Chinese language + vocational skills" that has trained 1,804 Thai students.

Thailand is one of the first countries to incorporate Chinese into its national education system, and it ranks first in the world in the number of Chinese exam takers. Since Chinese was included in foreign language education in 1992, over 3,000 schools in Thailand have offered Chinese courses. The scale of two-way student exchanges between China and Thailand ranks the top of Asean countries, with over 30,000 students studying in each other's countries. Thailand hosts the largest number of international Chinese language teacher volunteers in the world. More than 20,000 volunteers in 23 groups have worked in Thailand. Thailand has the largest number of International Chinese Language Scholarship recipients as well. As close partners building a community with a shared future, China is confident the visit by Their Majesties to China will bring new vitality and vigour to our relations and a better future for our peoples.

Zhang Jianwei is Chinese ambassador to Thailand.
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																With the United Nations climate summit, COP30, now in full swing in the humid jungle city of Belem, Brazil, Microsoft co-founder and philanthropist Bill Gates has cut through the noise with a blunt truth: these UN climate gatherings must zero in on lifting human lives, rather than fixating solely on slashing emissions or dialling down global temperatures. It's a perspective that's long overdue yet seems so obvious.
For billions of people in the developing world, tackling immediate challenges like poverty and disease outweighs chasing distant temperature goals. My think-tank, Copenhagen Consensus, has long argued that the real question for policy-makers is: what is the smartest way to do the most good with limited resources?

Every year, more than 7.5 million people in poorer countries die from illnesses that can be very cheaply prevented or managed. Smart investments in health, nutrition, and education could every year save over 4 million people, while also building growth and resilience for the future. In much of the world, parents are not kept awake by concern about achieving a 0.1degC temperature reduction in a century. They worry whether their children will survive a bout with malaria or get a decent education. As Mr Gates points out, "the biggest problems are poverty and disease, just as they always have been".

This common-sense message is at the crest of a growing global shift in thinking. For years, no difference could be tolerated from dogmatic climate conformism. Making drastic emissions cuts at any cost was the paramount policy goal. This extremist message was repeated ad nauseum by the United Nations secretary-general, endless politicians, and an army of hectoring celebrities. Anyone questioning the supremacy of the climate threat or expressing scepticism at the costly policies was derided as a "climate denier".

Suddenly, pragmatism and nuanced thinking are back in fashion. Democrat Senator Chris Coons of Delaware declared that climate is "not a top three issue right now". Prime Minister of Canada Mark Carney who warned a decade ago that potential climate catastrophe meant fossil fuel reserves could be "unburnable", is fast-tracking the construction of an LNG export terminal and promising to "transform our country into an energy superpower".

It is time to move beyond the doomsday narratives that have dominated the climate discussion. Climate change is a real problem, but it is not the end of the world. Unaddressed, climate economics shows that it might shave 2-3% off global GDP by 2100 -- meaning we'll be 435% richer instead of 450%.

Still, the same old activists are repeating their well-trodden arguments. First, the notion that climate spending is not crowding out efforts to tackle poverty. This idea is being pushed by climate professor Michael Oppenheimer, who claims Mr Gates sets up a "false dichotomy".

Yet, anyone living in the real world knows that money can't be spent twice. By their own proud admission, the world's multilateral development banks devoted an astonishing US$137 billion (4.4 trillion baht) to climate financing in 2024. That is money spent on climate that won't be spent on preventing disease and hunger.

Globally, we have spent over $14 trillion on climate policies. Last year alone, the cost exceeded $2 trillion. Again, it is money spent on climate policy that cannot be spent on basic education and maternal healthcare.

Then there is the alarmist claim from climate professor Michael Mann that "there is no greater threat to developing nations than the climate crisis". This patronising argument suggests that climate campaigners in ivory towers know far better than those from the Global South.

In real life, Africans from 39 nations rank climate as their 31st most important problem of 34 -- far behind education, jobs, health, and roads. The greatest challenges are pretty obvious if you live in poverty, where disease and hunger claim lives daily.

A welfare-first climate summit would see prosperity as a top defence against climate impacts, building resilience. For maximum impact, policy-makers should drop the fixation on expensive, ineffective net-zero targets. Instead, they should emphasise adaptation and invest in R&D to drive green-energy breakthroughs.

As the COP30 climate summit winds on in Belem, the real path forward lies in the common-sense idea of directing limited funds to ending today's preventable deaths and fuelling growth, making societies stronger, also against future warming. That's how this talkfest could truly put people first.
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																The amended alcohol control legislation that imposes fines on individuals who continue drinking alcoholic beverages during restricted hours -- particularly between 2pm and 5pm -- has left the government in hot water.
Under Section 32 of the amended law, which took effect this week, those who make their last order at 1.55pm are required to empty their glasses within five minutes or less. If not, they face a maximum fine of 10,000 baht. It is the first time the law has begun targeting individuals, including tourists -- previously, it punished only shop or restaurant owners who sold alcohol during prohibited hours -- and the details of the law go into such minuscule detail that it borders on the nonsensical.

Opposing the law is the Thai Restaurant Association, which is concerned about the adverse impact on businesses already experiencing hardship due to the economic slowdown.

Taopiphop Limjittrakorn, an MP from the opposition People's Party -- which advocates easing alcohol control -- has warned that the amended rule is likely to confuse foreign tourists, particularly if they order drinks before the restricted hours but do not finish by the 2pm lunchtime deadline.

As the amendment also involves advertising rules, several agencies have said the provisions remain confusing and difficult to explain with the short scope offered by a print or television advert.

With regard to punishment against slow drinkers, critics argue that the penalty is not proportionate. Needless to say, the 10,000-baht fine is too harsh. A senior health officer, in a bid to calm public concern, ominously stated that the fine is not entirely fixed, but down to the individual discretion of local law enforcement officers.

This does not bode at all well in a country known for its high corruption rates.

The immediate question is how the new law will be properly enforced. Will there be ethics police doing the rounds, checking every glass? More importantly, some netizens have voiced concerns that, as mentioned above, the law could provide an opportunity for authorities to line their pockets by demanding kickbacks.

The original legislation, based on a 1972 junta order, has never enjoyed strong public support. Often referred to as anachronistic and inconsequential, the law bans alcohol sales between 2pm and 5pm and again from midnight until 11am the following morning for most retail outlets, supermarkets and food shops.

A round-the-clock ban applies on major religious days such as Makha Bucha, Visakha Bucha, Lent and the end of Lent. Exempted from the rule are airports serving international flights, licensed entertainment venues, hotels and some tourist outlets -- as well as wholesale traders purchasing in bulk.

Strict alcohol control advocates, including the Centre for Alcohol Studies (CAS), often cite drink-driving fatalities to support the ban and other tough measures. However, if they were willing to reconsider, they might recognise that such blanket restrictions do little to make Thailand's roads safer, as traffic-related deaths remain high. It is reported that this year's accumulated fatalities have surpassed 10,200 -- almost the same as last year.

Indeed, what is needed is efficient enforcement of traffic laws, including robust action against reckless and drink-driving behaviour. Social drinkers who do not drive should not be subjected to impractical measures that serve only as a nuisance.
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																With the 250th anniversary of The Wealth of Nations approaching next year, the world is gearing up to honour Adam Smith. But which Smith should be recognised? The hard-nosed "founding father" of modern economics, or the philosopher who wrote The Theory of Moral Sentiments? Scholars have wrestled with this question, a riddle known as "Das Adam Smith Problem", for centuries, because it concerns not just dualities within Smith's thought, but also our own uneasy relationship with morality and markets.
The "problem" was first formulated in late-19th-century Germany, where economists of the historical school, including Wilhelm Hasbach and August Oncken, saw a glaring contradiction between the compassionate, sympathy-driven moral psychology of Smith's first book and the self-interested calculus of his second. To them, the sentimental Scot of 1759 was irreconcilable with the architect of capitalism of 1776.

This contradiction suited the intellectual temper of the time. As industrial capitalism took hold, economics was busily reinventing itself as a "science" detached from ethics, while philosophy and theology were left to fret over the moral wreckage. Das Adam Smith Problem thus became a projection of modernity's own split personality: one half was absorbed by mechanism and efficiency, the other by conscience and community.

Yet the German historicists were wrong, or at least incomplete. Later readers -- from Jacob Viner, a founder of the Chicago school of economics, in the 1920s, to the editors of the "Glasgow Edition" of Smith's works in the 1970s (who saw only a "pseudo-problem based on ignorance and misunderstanding") -- showed that the two books shared a philosophical spine. Far from renouncing his earlier moral philosophy, the later Smith had extended it to the economic sphere. The "invisible hand" was never meant as an ode to greed; it was a metaphor for the way that social benefits can arise from individual human motives (or "passions"), provided that institutions channel them appropriately.

As Smith's contemporary and friend David Hume observed, the scaffolding of social order rests on a fragile blend of self-love and sympathy. Smith's own answer to the human predicament was not to abolish self-interest but to channel it through habits of virtue, civic trust, and the judgment of an imagined "impartial spectator". Markets, in this vision, were not moral vacuums but extensions of moral life.

The misunderstanding endures because modern economics, in its quest for predictive precision, amputated Smith's psychology. In the 20th century, as models grew more mathematical, "economic man" was stripped of sentiment and context. The Enlightenment's nuanced moral agent was replaced by a stick figure of rational calculation.

It was the Nobel laureate economist Amartya Sen who brought the original debate back to the fore. "The so-called Adam Smith Problem," he wrote, "is largely of our own making". For Sen, Smith's idea of self-interest was never naked greed, but a sentiment woven into the fabric of social life -- one disciplined by prudence, justice, and benevolence. The contradiction, Sen suggests, lies not in Smith, but in our own impoverished reading of him. It is we who have elevated greed as a virtue.

Recent scholarship has added to this insight. The Boston University philosopher Charles Griswold portrays Smith as a philosopher of virtue, while the Harvard University economic historian Emma Rothschild has restored his Enlightenment humanism. Together, they show that the division between the moral and the economic is a historical artefact -- one that we urgently need to dispense with.

With the fissure between morality and markets emerging as the central fault line of our age, this task has become more pressing than ever. From the 2008 financial crisis and the rise of populism to the planetary emergency of climate change and misaligned AI, what further evidence do we need that our economy is unmoored from ethics? Why are we still clinging faithfully to the idea of a global economy that will, by some alchemy, turn financial self-interest into the common good?

Revisiting Smith through the lens of Das Adam Smith Problem reveals a thinker who might guide us out of this impasse. Far from preaching laissez-faire to the exclusion of all else, Smith was preoccupied with moral education and institutional design.

He warned that commerce, if not accompanied by civic virtue, would corrupt "moral sentiments". He anticipated the distortions of inequality and the dangers of what we would now call "regulatory capture."

Smith's answer was neither state socialism nor unbridled markets, but something subtler: a moral economy grounded in sympathy and the pursuit of human flourishing.

In that sense, he stands closer to Aristotle's virtue ethics, or even to modern behavioural and cooperative economics, than to the mechanistic utilitarianism often attributed to him.

The irony is that in our rush to claim Smith as the father of modern economics, we have exiled the Smith that might redeem that discipline. We have failed to recognise his two key works as complementary elements of a unified, albeit unfinished, "science of man".

By solving Das Adam Smith Problem, we would also close the rift between efficiency and empathy that is undermining our entire civilisation.

The problem lies not in Smith, but in our own society. If 18th-century thinkers identified it, we must resolve it, not by resurrecting markets or morals alone, but by reviving the dialogue between them. Smith began that exchange, and we have yet to finish it. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Antara Haldar, Associate Professor of Empirical Legal Studies at the University of Cambridge, is a visiting faculty member at Harvard University and the principal investigator on a European Research Council grant on law and cognition.
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																The tragic landmine injuries on Monday to two Thai soldiers have cast doubt on whether the ceasefire agreement with Cambodia will hold. But, even if it does, one also has to wonder whether either country really wishes to have lasting peace along this border. After all, for over 70 years, both countries, for domestic political purposes, have periodically used the continuing uncertainty about the actual boundary line to whip up nationalist sentiment.
But let's assume the positive and imagine that both countries now truly are desirous of having lasting peace along the unsettled 195km of their roughly 800 km-long shared border. (Some 603km has already been demarcated. "Demarcation" means the physical marking of the boundary on the ground.) To achieve a lasting settlement, however, a "true" boundary line has to be determined. But how can this be achieved? Before the Oct 26 peace accord, signed in Malaysia, Thailand had always insisted that any agreement about the Cambodian border must be the result of bilateral negotiation, rejecting any talk of third-party facilitation or mediation.

By contrast, Cambodia has repeatedly sought third-party involvement, and on July 7 formally indicated its preference to have the International Court of Justice (ICJ) resolve the dispute over just four specific areas along the border. Thailand, however, no longer submits to ICJ jurisdiction, and remains irate over the Court's 1962 judgment that awarded the Preah Vihear Temple to Cambodia.

There is, however, an intractable problem with Thailand's continued insistence on a "bilateral solution": it will never happen. Never. There are two major reasons.

First, serious disagreement exists over which maps should be used. Cambodia, not surprisingly, insists on using French-prepared maps from 1908-1909, one of which (the "Annex I" map) the ICJ relied on in its 1962 decision. However, the scale on this map (1:200,000, where 1 millimetre on the map equals 200 metres on the ground) is too small to determine exactly where the boundary line is on the ground. By contrast, Thailand wishes to use a more modern -- and much more detailed -- map at a scale of 1:50,000. A further complication is that the two maps used different projection methods (Sinusoidal vs. Mercator). Even if properly surveyed, the resulting lines cannot be overlaid and can result in significant differences on the ground.

Second, and perhaps more significantly, from a political standpoint, it would be impossible for either side to agree to any sort of compromise line without being seen by some as having "given away" rightful territory.

So, no, there will never be an agreement about the border if just the two sides are involved. Absent an agreement achieved through mediation, a third party must be the one to make the binding decision as to where on the ground the borderline actually is. That third party could, of course, be an arbitration tribunal, though the parties would first need to agree on who the arbitrators were -- by no means an easy task.

But Cambodia recently indicated its desire to have certain portions of the disputed border decided by the ICJ, leaving everything else for continuing talks. However, what if Thailand now did the truly unthinkable and challenged Cambodia to have the entire undemarcated boundary decided by the ICJ?

As preposterous as this may sound, it is not as irrational as most assume. Thailand's concern has been that Cambodia might possess the legal advantage with the ICJ because of the 1962 decision. In that case, the court declared the Preah Vihear Temple under Cambodian sovereignty by finding that, in 1908-1909, Thailand had "accepted" the Annex I map indicated their respective boundary, and that map showed the temple located south of the line -- ie, in Cambodia. Moreover, on behalf of Thailand in March 1962, MR Seni Pramoj had argued to the ICJ that "if the Court pronounces judgment on the basis of Annex I, the Court must necessarily uphold the frontier line as drawn on the other maps in the same series as well." (Several maps arose from the Franco-Siamese treaties of 1904 and 1907, though some involved the border with Laos.)

But MR Seni's statement of "must necessarily uphold the frontier line as drawn on the other maps" is incorrect. By statute, prior decisions of the ICJ do not have binding precedential effect, but, even if they did, the application to other geographical areas would be considered as "dicta" -- words in an opinion not essential to determining the very case before the court -- and thereby not binding as precedent. In 1962, the question before the court was sovereignty over the temple, and the map in front of the court very plainly showed that the temple was indeed in Cambodia. But the same cannot be said today about other places and temples along the border that are not in the Preah Vihear area.

Those crude, early maps were based upon field observations from 1905 to 1908, often in heavily forested, rugged, and uninhabited terrain. Understandably, they contained geographical errors. But much has changed since 1908 -- as well as since 1962. There is now an infinitely greater scientific ability to determine the true "crest" or "watershed" along certain mountain ridges, as mandated in the 1904 and 1907 treaties. And the ICJ would not necessarily have to choose between just the two maps, but could also consider additional evidence, high-resolution satellite imagery, Geographic Information Systems (GIS), and current realities on the ground. In border disputes, the ICJ has often used equitable principles as an interpretative tool within the legal framework of existing international law, and allowing it to do so here would very likely result in a solution fair to both sides.

In short, Thailand's overall chances right now before the ICJ are much better than conventional thinking would have it. Cambodia has set the public relations stage by saying that it wants certain boundary issues to be decided by the ICJ, undoubtedly believing that Thailand would never, ever agree. But what if Thailand, surprisingly, called Cambodia's ICJ bluff and challenged it to accept ICJ jurisdiction for all of their unsettled boundary areas? Not only would Thailand now look like the "good guy" country to the world, but the court's eventual decision would, at long last, end this otherwise intractable dispute.

William Roth is a lecturer at the Faculty of Law, Thammasat University.
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									Marking time at the COP30 climate summit								

															

																Populist parties are already in power in some developed countries and waiting just outside the door in many more. The key trick of populist politicians is to tell the voters what they want to hear, and the voters definitely do not want their lives to be disrupted by global heating, so they are told it is not happening. It's "the world's biggest con", in Donald Trump's words.
These lies have consequences. On the eve of COP30, the annual climate summit that opened in Brazil on Monday, only one-third of the countries that signed the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (64 out of 198) had submitted their plans for reducing their greenhouse gas emissions.

Every member is supposed to improve their "Nationally Determined Contributions" to cutting emissions every five years, and new NDCs are due this year, but they are being ignored by most countries this time around. Money is tight, wars are a huge distraction, and climate has become unfashionable, so we'll just have to wait and hope for better times. That could be a plausible, even a sensible strategy if we were still in the nineties or the noughties, when climate change was still seen as a slow, linear, and above all, predictable process. But we now know that like most natural processes, climate change usually happens in sudden lurches: you cross an invisible threshold, and suddenly you are in a changed world.

It's not just plain old physics, which gives you nice, smooth curves. With the biosphere, you are dealing with complex systems that can change in abrupt and unforeseen ways. They may also resist attempts to switch them back to the original climate state.

This is the world that today's climate scientists inhabit: they know that the trend is relentlessly upward in temperature, but they also now know that the warming may accelerate if they cross one of those invisible thresholds. Indeed, that is why the scientists persuaded their political masters back in 2018 to set a "do not exceed" target for average global temperature of 1.5 degrees Celsius above the pre-industrial level (+1.5C). But it turned out they were still being too optimistic.

In 2023, the average global temperature suddenly jumped by about a third of a degree in the single month of June, all the way up to that "do not exceed" level of +1.5C -- and it has been around there ever since. The previous assumption was that we wouldn't get there until the mid-2030s. What happened?

It took a year and a half to figure it out. The warming had crossed an invisible threshold, and suddenly the amount of low-lying cloud over the oceans in the tropics decreased sharply, letting a lot more sunshine reach the Earth's surface. Sunshine equals warming, and away we all go. It's called a "feedback".

Then scientists noticed that the amount of carbon dioxide entering the atmosphere soared in 2023-2024, from an average of 2.6 ppm in the past decade to 3.7 ppm. It doesn't sound like a lot, but this is the main factor that determines the speed of the warming, and it has grown by a third in two years.

In effect, we are now walking across a minefield. Some other feedbacks we know about, like the potential collapse of the Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC or "Gulf Stream"), but we don't know when they will activate. And there are probably others we simply don't know about at all.

What can we do about this beyond cutting our emissions as fast as possible? Holding the warming down by direct human intervention would be equally useful if the goal is to avoid triggering more feedbacks, but there is a superstitious fear about "geoengineering" even in parts of the scientific community.

Nothing very impressive is likely to come out of COP30 despite the urgency of the situation, and we will continue to mark time until intellectual and political fashions change. If that's too late, then too bad. We are a species that evolved to live in small groups who were always at war with one another. To build a civilisation, we had to learn to live in groups millions strong and stop the wars, and both are still works in progress. If we can fix those problems, we can probably still solve the climate challenge. If not, then not.

Gwynne Dyer is an independent journalist whose articles are published in 45 countries. His latest book is 'Intervention Earth: Life-Saving Ideas from the World's Climate Engineers'. Last year's book, 'The Shortest History of War', is also still available.
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																Fears of an epic flood similar to the catastrophic inundation of 2011 have returned to haunt the public once again.
The reaction is understandable. People are shocked to learn that 23 major dams and reservoirs across the country -- except the South -- are filled to the brim with water and, as such, might not be able to take in much more.

The revelation has also eroded public trust in the government. Back in August, the Office of the National Water Resources (ONWR) said 15 of these dams would be about 80% full by the end of the rainy season, so it advised relevant government agencies to release water to ensure the dams had enough space to store the excess.

On Sunday, the ONWR said the nation's dams and reservoirs still had sufficient capacity to accommodate the influx of water from recent storms.

But the situation on the ground paints a totally different picture. The Bhumibol Dam, for instance, is 98.84% full, while the Sirikit Dam is about 97.57% full. The Nong Pla Lai Dam, meanwhile, is no longer able to accommodate much more water, with water levels reaching 103.94% of its total capacity.

In response, the government has ordered officials to increase the discharge rates at the Chao Phraya and Bhumibol dams to free up space for more water. As a result, many areas which lie downstream of these major dams, like Chai Nat and Uthai Thani, are now dealing with widespread flooding.

It is important to remember that many residents living in flood-catchment areas in Ayutthaya and Angthong have had to deal with constant flooding for almost four months now. The release of water from upstream reservoirs will certainly make life worse for them.

While the likelihood of this year's floods matching the severity of the inundation in 2011 remains small -- the volume of flood water is only about 35% of the volume reported in 2011 -- the fact of the matter remains that even after a decade and a half, Thailand's flood management has not improved much.

Various governments have tried to resolve the problem over the years with different approaches, for instance, by forming new agencies such as the ONWR, increasing investments in infrastructure, and implementing a new, early warning system.

But climate change is making rainfall patterns harder to predict. When coupled with land changes which have seen many flood catchment areas turned into commercial developments, the task of managing floods will only get harder as time progresses.

Furthermore, while the ONWR was formed five years ago to improve coordination, the reality is that government agencies are still working independently from one another, making flood management difficult.

Government and state bodies need to change their water management plans. Instead of focusing on rescue, relief and compensation, the ONWR must work closely with relevant agencies such as the Royal Irrigation Department to prevent and mitigate flooding.

Flood warnings must be issued earlier, so those living in high-risk areas have plenty of time to prepare and evacuate. Furthermore, the government must explain to the public why it can't drain the water from reservoirs. Ultimately, flood management must be fair to all. The government can't continue using some communities as flood buffer zones.

Without better coordination, flood management will never improve.
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																The long-awaited trip to China by His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua and Her Majesty Queen Suthida Bajrasudhabimalalakshana is now official, with the state visit scheduled from Thursday to Monday. The historic visit will be the first by a reigning Thai monarch. Both countries, which established diplomatic ties in 1975, are also commemorating the golden jubilee of their friendship.
The trip has been in the making since Chinese President Xi Jinping invited the King. The two met when Xi participated in the Apec leaders' meeting hosted by Bangkok in November 2022.

The five-day visit comes amid the fast-shifting geopolitical landscape in the region and beyond. It is also an opportunity to redefine what the next 50 years of Thai-Chinese relations would look like. After all, China has become one of the world's most powerful countries, meaning that Thailand must navigate a more complex world.

For the past decades, the phrase zhong-tai yi jia qin, which means China and Thailand are one family, has been the motto of the relationship. It reflects a special warmth rooted in history, culture and kinship, nurtured by economic and political pragmatism. Given the current global environment, good old sentiment alone is no longer enough. China is a growing global power. Beijing now also has economic and technological influences affecting the nature of its engagement with Thailand and the rest of Southeast Asia.

To sustain a healthy friendship into the next five decades, the relationship must become transformative and anchored in strategy, mutual respect and interest, and a deeper understanding of China's power dynamics.

China's rise is unstoppable. Recently, at the 80th United Nations General Assembly, Beijing declared that it would no longer take up trade benefits as a developing country under the World Trade Organization (WTO). In effect, this means that China considers itself a developed country. This is a structural change and the new reality of China, which Thailand has to embrace.

Beijing is no longer a developing power seeking friends. Rather, it is a global actor shaping the rules of trade, technology, and security. Its regional influence is extensive, ranging from the Belt and Road Initiative to cross-border digital infrastructure and green technology. From Thailand's vantage point, this presents both unprecedented opportunities and important challenges.

Historically, Thai diplomacy has been all about balancing relationships with major powers. During the Cold War, Bangkok was a key US ally while managing pragmatic ties with China. This balancing act preserved national autonomy and benefited the country's security and economy. But the present US-China rivalry has become more volatile and has intertwined regional politics in all dimensions. It is unavoidable that Thailand must now craft a strategy without swaying towards either camp.

The royal visit to China will thus carry hefty strategic weight. Doubtless, it will reaffirm their historical friendship and adaptive ability to new realities. The next 50 years of Thai-Chinese cooperation must be built around concrete, forward-looking agendas that respond to shared futures and challenges where national security and economic transformation intersect.

At the top of the agenda today are transnational crime and cybersecurity cooperation. The proliferation of online scams, digital fraud networks, and cross-border criminal syndicates operating along the Thai-Myanmar, Thai-Cambodian and Thai-Lao borders have become a major security concern. Many of these criminal groups adeptly use technology and cross-border platforms and existing loopholes, often targeting Thai, Chinese and other global citizens.

It is imperative that the two governments strengthen and institutionalise cooperation between their law enforcement agencies, intelligence networks, and cybersecurity regulators. Both countries have been cooperating on these operations over the past years. Given the present mammoth scale of transnational cybercrime, deeper cooperation and mutual trust are pivotal to setting up mechanisms for data-sharing and frameworks for digital surveillance. These are new areas of security cooperation that will increasingly define Thai-Chinese relations in the new era.

Furthermore, the digital economy and green transition offer fertile ground for collaboration. As both nations invest in next-generation industries, Thailand can leverage China's technological edge in artificial intelligence, e-commerce, and digital finance.

At the same time, such cooperation must enhance national capacity rather than dependency. Likewise, the electric vehicle (EV) industry, which has already expanded rapidly in Thailand with Chinese investment, should be guided by long-term sustainability goals, local content development, and environmental safeguards.

Both sides could also jointly explore green financing, battery recycling technology, and carbon-reduction mechanisms that align with Asean's broader sustainability agenda.

Finally, the evolving strategic environment demands that Thailand engage China with open eyes and pragmatic restraint. China's growing core interests in the South China Sea, Mekong Basin, and global governance institutions indicate that its regional influence continues to expand.

Under the Anutin government, Thai foreign policy is in high gear, especially in its engagement with Beijing. Thailand has also increased its engagement with friends and allies, especially China and the US. To keep ties with Beijing and Washington in balance and beneficial to Thailand, Bangkok needs diplomatic finesse to adapt to meet the future digital and geopolitical challenges.

Furthermore, Thai policymakers must invest in China-related literacy. They must better grasp how Beijing shapes its interests, exerts influence, and negotiates results. Most importantly, they must understand how China has been fighting to preserve its national interest and global narratives.

Future Thai leaders must speak the language of friendship as well as think in terms of strategic interdependence. Comprehending China's decision-making process is a must. It will help the country to appreciate the Middle Kingdom's economic statecraft and long-term policies to preserve equilibrium and avoid missteps.

As China rapidly becomes the world's most powerful country, Thailand's approach must have strategic clarity.

While nostalgia remains pivotal, the next phase of Thai-Chinese relations should be defined by cooperation in areas that safeguard national interests and address global challenges, especially those related to cyber threats and transnational crime, clean energy and digital innovation.

The current 50th anniversary of diplomatic ties is therefore the beginning of the second golden jubilee -- an opportunity to renew their friendship with vision and pragmatism. Together, they can elevate their strategic partnership toward a shared future and shared prosperity, grounded in a clear understanding of the evolving global power dynamics.
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        The first Thai jewellery brand to collaborate with Disney, Ravipa, has launched the "Zootopia Collection", unveiled in celebration of&nbsp;Zootopia 2, which will be released later this year.

      

      
        The Speak Easy
        Oto is an intimate cocktail lounge in the heart of Poblacion, Makati, Manila, the Philippines. Its name, meaning "sound" in Japanese, reflects its identity as a space where crafted mixology meets a unique musical experience.
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        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.&nbsp;

      

      
        What Netflix's 'Everybody Loves Me When I'm Dead' says about modern parenting in BKK
        Sometimes, Netflix can act as a refuge, a way to turn off the noise and dive into true crime docuseries, semi-scripted shows about real estate, or the latest binge-worthy series.

      

      
        From grab-and-go to stay-and-sip: What Bangkok's coffee scene says about us
        Bangkok's fix for coffee has always been prevalent, but we can't help but notice that local chains and independent roasters continue to enter the field and further cement our love of viral shops, long queues, and iced lattes. We've even gone so far as to have 10 am coffee rave parties, which is a whole other subset of things we won't get into today.&nbsp;

      

      
        Japan looks to triple departure tax to 3,000 yen to combat overtourism
        The government and the ruling Liberal Democratic Party are looking to triple the departure tax to 3,000 yen (630 baht) per person to fund measures against issues from a surge in inbound tourism, sources familiar with the matter said on Wednesday.

      

      
        The living museum
        A new art hub has opened in Japan's ancient capital. The latest and largest permanent museum by the acclaimed Japanese art collective teamLab has officially opened its doors in Minami-ku, Kyoto, just a short walk from Kyoto Station's Hachijo East Gate.

      

      
        Contemplate existence at Bangkok University
        Canadian artist and teacher Martin Constable's latest exhibition invites contemplation of human existence.

      

      
        Exhibition explores cultural depth of HM Queen Sirikit's royal duties
        Siam Piwat invites everyone to commemorate the boundless and immeasurable royal grace of Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother during "From Royal Resolve... To The Heritage Of The Land", which is running at Art Jewel, 5th floor of Siam Paragon, Rama I Road, until Nov 20.

      

      
        Neilson Hays Library's bi-annual  book sale is back on Saturday
        Neilson Hays Library on Surawong Road brings back its bi-annual Book Sale featuring hundreds of pre-loved and ex-library books in English and Thai, starting this Saturday until Nov 23, daily from 9.30am to 5pm (except Nov 17).
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									Adding sparkles to the Zootopia universe

									Ravipa launches new collection with Disney
								

									The first Thai jewellery brand to collaborate with Disney, Ravipa, has launched the "Zootopia Collection", unveiled in celebration of Zootopia 2, which will be released later this year.
									[image: ]

The collection captures the imagination and optimism of the Zootopia universe, bringing to life beloved characters Judy Hopps, Nick Wilde and others through exquisite designs. Each piece embodies the playful spirit and heartwarming charm that define the world of Zootopia. 

The collection features a range of jewellery and lifestyle items, each thoughtfully created to capture the film's spirit and symbolism:  

* Judy Hopps and Nick Wilde - Both characters crafted in silver, with their iconic character faces.

* Judy Hopps with cherry quartz gemstones, symbolizing love, compassion and positive energy.

* Nick Wilde with citrine gemstones, representing renewal, confidence and vitality. Both characters and designs are offered as a bracelet, ring, necklace and studs.

* Supporting characters - Finnick, Flash and Benjamin are delicately crafted as bracelets and necklaces, featuring the faces of these beloved Zootopia characters and capturing their charm and playful personalities.

* Zootopia City - A signature piece inspired by the vibrant metropolis of Zootopia, designed with Ravipa's aesthetic and featuring sparkling white CZ crystals, available in silver and gold, available in necklace and ring.

[image: ]

Adding an extra touch of charm, the collection features a variety of adorable charms inspired by iconic scenes, including the Zootopia Police Department, Foot Ice Cream and Carrot Pen, all designed to be attached to the bracelets for an even more playful and endearing look. 

In addition to jewellery, the collection also features lifestyle items designed for everyday use that capture the playful and cheerful spirit of Zootopia, including: 

* "Judy Hopps & Nick Wilde" keychain - Crafted from zinc alloy, this adorable duo comes in a fun design that perfectly reflects their lively personalities.

* "Zootopia City" Blanket - Add warmth and color to your space with a full-print design featuring fan-favorite characters like Nick, Judy, Chief Bogo, Flash,and friends from the magical animal metropolis. Made from 100% polyester coral fleece.

[image: ]

The collection is available at the Ravipa Siam Square flagship store and boutique stores, online and at the Disney flagship in Tokyo.
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									The Speak Easy

									In conversation with Alex Javier, senior bartender of Oto, Manila
								

									Oto is an intimate cocktail lounge in the heart of Poblacion, Makati, Manila, the Philippines. Its name, meaning "sound" in Japanese, reflects its identity as a space where crafted mixology meets a unique musical experience.
									Since 2019, Oto has been recognised on the Asia's 50 Best Bars list. The bar offers a creative menu ranging from classic cocktails like the daiquiri and martini to signature creations such as the "Bacon Old Fashioned" and "Breakfast Martini." With an atmosphere enhanced by curated vinyl music, Oto delivers a sensory experience for cocktail enthusiasts and night owls alike.

[image: ]

How did you get into bartending/mixology, despite having engineering degrees?

I previously worked in several industries including construction, water engineering, sales, marketing -- even pottery, though I never lasted in any one of them. I guess I was struggling to find something that I was passionate about. But I did realise that I love working with my hands. I liked creating things and instantly seeing the result. So I took up bartending. Three years in and I am still in love with every aspect of it. I have never looked back.

[image: ]

It is said that Oto 'shapes a bar culture that blends the art of mixology with the rich musical history that inspires each drink'. Can you elaborate on this?

Oto takes its name from the Japanese word for sound and we have an extensive vinyl collection and music programme. We incorporate that theme into our cocktail menu, which is based on musical eras and the corresponding cocktail trends at the time.

[image: ]

How are your menus crafted, how often do they change and what inspires them?

The team at Oto are like a family and our menus are a collaborative effort among us all. We always make sure that our drinks are up to our own standards and we stay fully aligned when developing menus. Our current menu is about music and cocktail trends in specific eras, and our next menu will be about Remixes & Remasters. The idea of this will be to explore classic cocktail twists -- or 'remixes'.

[image: ]

What is your signature drink/s and how did craft it?

One is the Grey Poupon. This drink is inspired by early 2000s hip-hop, where the dijon mustard brand 'Grey Poupon' was widely referenced in rap as a symbol of luxury. Likewise with the French brandy Cognac. I incorporated both these ingredients -- along with jalapeno peppers, passionfruit, vanilla and lime juice -- to create a twist on the penicillin (a drink that was super popular in this era). 

In an industry dominated by men, how do you make sure you are seen and heard? 

Historically this is true but it's been great to see more and more females succeeding in the industry. I don't categorise myself -- or my peers -- as 'female bartenders', but simply 'bartenders'. The scene in SE Asia has now evolved to a point where this can be a reality.

What's next for Alex Javier?

I have recently taken on the role of Bar Manager at Oto and so I'd like to support my team in every way I can to help them achieve their goals. I will also continue to fly the flag for Luisita Rum in my role as a brand ambassador.
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									New movies out this week: Nov 13-19

									Filmmaking couple Paul W.S. Anderson and Milla Jovovich come back with 'In The Lost Lands'
								

									New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week. 
									[image: ]

Gory: A Horror Tale (The Cursed Insatiable Desires)

Directed by Won Ki Hong.

Who's in it? 

Moon Chae-won, Yoo Jae-myung and Solar.

What's it about?

The story follows several characters whose seemingly unrelated experiences are eerily similar within their intertwined relationships. They include an old man's attempt to harm a village's mystical guardian tree; an office worker obsessed with beauty who tampers with her neighbour's packages; a mother who strikes deals with ghosts to get her daughter into medical school; a senior police officer insisting on handling a case alone despite his junior's objections; and a college student seeking social media fame through horror exploration content.

Why watch it?

Occult horror that tells a mysterious story born from human desires that are scarier than ghosts.

[image: ]

The Running Man

Directed by Edgar Wright.

Who's in it?

Emilia Jones, Glen Powell and Lee Pace.

What's it about? 

A man joins a game show where contestants, allowed to go anywhere in the world, are pursued by "hunters" hired to kill them.

Why watch it? 

Arnold Schwarzenegger, the star of the original "The Running Man" (1987), appears on the currency used in the film.

[image: ]

In The Lost Lands

Directed by Paul W.S. Anderson.

Who's in it?

Milla Jovovich, Dave Bautista and Arly Jover.

What's it about? 

A queen sends the powerful and feared sorceress Gray Alys to the ghostly wilderness of the Lost Lands in search of a magical power, where the sorceress and her guide, the drifter Boyce, must outwit and outfight man and demon.

Why watch it? 

George R.R. Martin intended the original short story "In The Lost Lands" to be the first of a series of stories centred around Gray Alys, which he intended to gather and release as a single volume, like his "Tuf Voyaging". For various reasons, he never came around to finish any more stories, but if the film adaptation turns out to be a hit, he will write a new short story for a sequel to be based around.

[image: ]

Hyakuemu (100 Meters)

Directed by Kenji Iwaisawa and Stephanie Sheh.

Who's in it?

The voices of Aeric Azana, Oscar Cordova and Pressly James Crosby.

What's it about? 

Gifted runner Togashi dominates 100m races until transfer student Komiya arrives, motivating him to train harder. Years later, they compete as rivals on the racetrack.

[image: ]

Now You See Me Now You Don't

Directed by Ruben Fleischer. 

Who's in it? 

Jesse Eisenberg, Woody Harrelson and Dave Franco.

What's it about? 

A diamond heist reunites retired Horsemen illusionists with new performers Greenblatt, Smith and Sessa as they target dangerous criminals.

Why watch it? 

The film was announced by Lions Gate Entertainment CEO Jon Feltheimer in May 2015, more than a year before Now You See Me 2 (2016) was released in June 2016.

[image: ]

Love Song

Directed by Weerachai Thongjila.

Who's in it? 

Morrisaki and Koji Mukai.

What's it about? 

Shota, a Japanese researcher who has to move to Bangkok for work, meets Kai, his best friend from school who suddenly disappeared again. Memories and feelings from the past return, but their love is filled with obstacles and distance. 

Why watch it?

Boy love.



Premieres on Nov 15

[image: ]

Peppa Meets The Baby Cinema Experience

Directed by Gretchen Mallorie.

Who's in it?

The voices of Morwenna Banks, Harriette Cox and Richard Ridings.

What's it about? 

There's a new addition to the Pig family as Mummy Pig and family welcome a new piglet. How will Peppa and George react to a new sibling?
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									What Netflix's 'Everybody Loves Me When I'm Dead' says about modern parenting in BKK

									
								

									Sometimes, Netflix can act as a refuge, a way to turn off the noise and dive into true crime docuseries, semi-scripted shows about real estate, or the latest binge-worthy series.
									But other times, a film like "Everybody Loves Me When I'm Dead" comes along and gets viewers discussing the society it portrays and the multi-layered intricacies of modern Thai culture. 

The film generated buzz for being Theeradej "Ken" Wongpuapun's return to the screen after six years. An industry veteran and a heartthrob for the GenX generation, Ken plays the protagonist you almost root for, even when he's bumbling through financial fraud and tripping over mafias in an accidental warehouse shootout. 

The movie is a not-so-subtle look at contemporary Thai society, one in which parents strive to send their offspring to international schools at any cost. This is the basis of the entire film, but then it turns into a fast-paced cat-and-mouse chase between the protagonist, some gangsters and a mobster - and ultimately, no one gets what they want. We're not going to review or spoil the plot for those who haven't watched the film on Netflix, but the motivation behind the protagonist's actions is made clear; he's a striving father who's under a lot of pressure to "buy" his daughter's academic future, a realistic reflection of modern Thai society and in particular, a reflection of the middle class who are caught between choosing two lanes -  sending Thai kids to Thai school or International School, for which tuition fees range from 300,000 to 1 million baht per year.  

This part dominates online discourse. There's been a sudden uptick in discussions about values, and sending kids to international school is now dominating all kinds of discussion mediums. In Thai, there's a phrase that is often used: a direct translation is "buying a society for your child", or investing in their future --whether it's school, extracurricular activities, or essentially spending to ensure their development.  

Even at the expense of lives, as the film's protagonist would soon find out. 

No parent wants their child to go without, but in Thailand, where social media behavior runs rampant and competitiveness runs high across all areas --from grades to lifestyle --this can take a toll on modern families. We can see how this film strikes all the right notes because the online commentary is mainly focused on how real the struggle feels, more than on in-depth discussions of the plot or cinematography. 

The rise of international schools reflects just how flawed the Thai education system is. Granted, there are a handful of high-quality Thai schools with dedicated teachers, and kids grow up to thrive, but more parents are looking to other curricula to encourage creative and critical thinking, while some feel the pressure to keep up. 

These shows often act as very on-the-nose social commentary, a reflection of what's going on in reality. "Everybody Loves Me When I'm Dead" is no different, a realistic but darker look at modern parenting and fatherhood.

Throughout the film, you can see snapshots of what it's like to grow up in a high-pressure household where the parents' primary focus is to deliver a high-quality life for their daughter. Still, instead of focusing on high-quality family time and making memories, the aspirational mother is making her 6-year-old run on a treadmill after dinner, dictating her playtime and putting high pressure on a designer education without the child really knowing what's going on.

This is what happens when you raise a family according to your own expectations, and stress so much about it that you forgo happiness altogether. 

International schools in Thailand have been around for decades, but saw significant uptick in demand over the past few years, fuelled by the rise of the middle class who are opting for global education for their offspring. Still, the real moral of the story here is that some people are striving too far beyond their reach, at the expense of their own bank accounts, income and sanity. 

It shouldn't have to be that way.

In the era of Tiger Mom parenting, modern mothers feel the pressure of doing it all: the school run, the extra activities, and the career. It leads us to think about how "opportunity" is now packaged in a glossy 10 million-plus-baht package, available only to those who have the means to spend. Even those who make it to the top will strive to compete. 

Amid all the talk about aspirations and a wider look into Thai society, it's worth remembering to look inwards and ask yourself the key questions: what's best for our family and what's most suitable for me?
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									From grab-and-go to stay-and-sip: What Bangkok's coffee scene says about us

									
								

									Bangkok's fix for coffee has always been prevalent, but we can't help but notice that local chains and independent roasters continue to enter the field and further cement our love of viral shops, long queues, and iced lattes. We've even gone so far as to have 10 am coffee rave parties, which is a whole other subset of things we won't get into today. 
									Bangkok's coffee entrepreneurs often lead the way in content creation and brand design. If you think all coffee shops are built the same, think again. These days, it's all about telling the single origin story and reposting it on your Instagram story. We believe that Thai roasters have really upped their game, borrowing a few ideas from coffee capitals like New York or Tokyo, where every corner houses a snapshot-worthy kiosk, or sometimes even a retail concept with its own specialty coffees to go. 

Take Songwat, for example. Whilst some may say it's become populated with tourists, we actually think it's one of the best streets to visit when you'd like to have a sociable stroll or a date with a glass of cold brew. Take a visit to BEANS Coffee Roaster, an urban hipster haven with its own deconstructed warehouse interior and a signature Songwat blend. A quick stop there can tell you a lot about how Bangkokians are spending their time and money, and where the cultural pulse is currently at. There's a growing demand for higher-quality coffee at an affordable price. Think specialty beans, varying brewing methods, and attention to craftsmanship and aesthetics. Thais, especially the younger generation of caffeine junkies, are placing more emphasis on where their beans are sourced and how they're presented. Merely a few minutes walk away, you'll also come across Songwat Coffee Roasters (SCR), the area's pioneer in speciality coffee, and where you can grab a good cup of Dirty amid a cozy shophouse setting. 

Then, there's the community part that comes into play. Away from urban malls and lifestyle complexes, independent coffeehouses are tucked away in quiet corners and neighborhoods. Community-focused spots are emerging, and no one does community better than Karo. With three locations spread across Thonglor, Pridi, and most recently, Surasak, each location offers a sense of familiarity, community, and distinctive local blends, with familiar customers on rotation, either from early morning run clubs or those in the neighborhood. Other community-focused places are emerging, such as Hugo Coffee, located just off Rama 4. Hugo actually teams up with run clubs and events to fuel attendees with their signature cold brew.

"It's about creating a welcoming space where connections can flourish," say the founders. Pobnar, a specialty coffee shop and roaster in Silom, is so hidden away that you'll likely walk right past it. Tucked in a small alleyway next to a noodle stand, Pobnar quickly gained popularity among office workers nearby, thanks to its leafy, tranquil setting, wide variety of blends, and newly added loaded sandwiches.

That's all well and good for the leisurely set, but what about when you're in need but pressed for time? Enter the grab-and-go segment (but make it TikTok-friendly and high-quality). Wander around One Bangkok or Central World and you'll see what we mean. From the viral and office workers' favorite UNO coffee to Rawmat Coffee and Rise, where a handful of seats are available, but it's prime for takeaway.  

There's something to be said about these characteristics and what they can tell you about Bangkok's urban dwellers. People are generally tuned into their specific tastes and what they like, whilst paying more attention to coffee quality. In particular, millennials and Gen Z enjoy being part of a community, and global trends and TikTok aesthetics influence a significant portion of this population; it's a key factor in how we search and discover our go-to products. If we're not looking to spend time with a carefully brewed cup in Songwat leisurely, then we're hitting up a tech-enabled grab-and-go kiosk. 

Even when prioritizing convenience, the new generation of consumers still looks for design, high-quality coffee, and a reasonable price point. The act of simply leaving your desk to grab an iced latte with a colleague isn't an errand, but it's a mid-afternoon treat. Even as consumers pull back on spending amid a sluggish economic backdrop, there's something about going out to get coffee that resonates and remains one of our most enduring rituals.

Chavisa Boonpiti is a contributor to BitesizeBKK, a digital news outlet.
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									Japan looks to triple departure tax to 3,000 yen to combat overtourism

									
								

									The government and the ruling Liberal Democratic Party are looking to triple the departure tax to 3,000 yen (630 baht) per person to fund measures against issues from a surge in inbound tourism, sources familiar with the matter said on Wednesday.
									With Japanese travellers also likely to be subject to the higher tax, which is included in the price of air and sea tickets, the government may consider using part of the revenue to lower passport acquisition fees, according to the sources.

Some LDP members are even calling for a tax hike to over 3,000 yen.

Japan collected a record 52.48 billion yen in departure tax revenue in the year ended March 2025. The government aims to use the increased tax income to address concerns about overcrowding, congestion and poor behaviour at tourist sites.

The government, for example, plans to introduce an AI-based parking reservation system to ease traffic congestion.
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									The living museum

									teamLab Biovortex Kyoto offers a vast ecosystem where visitors participate in the interconnectedness of light, sound and movement
								

									A new art hub has opened in Japan's ancient capital. The latest and largest permanent museum by the acclaimed Japanese art collective teamLab has officially opened its doors in Minami-ku, Kyoto, just a short walk from Kyoto Station's Hachijo East Gate.
									Spanning more than 10,000m2, teamLab Biovortex Kyoto transforms digital art into a living, breathing ecosystem of light, sound and movement.

[image: teamLab Biovortex Kyoto.]
teamLab Biovortex Kyoto.




The recent opening marks a major milestone in teamLab's ongoing dialogue between innovation, art and ecology. Special thanks go to Live Nation and AirAsia X who invited Life on this visit to teamLab Biovortex Kyoto. Their support in connecting art and travel culture underscores a growing partnership between creative technology and global experience.

Located at 21-5 Higashikujo Higashi-Iwamotocho in Minami-ku, the new museum anchors Kyoto's Station Southeast Area Project, part of the city's urban revitalisation plan. Biovortex Kyoto is now the largest permanent museum teamLab has ever built in Japan. Inside, a labyrinthine and multi-level space has been designed not just to display art, but to physically engage visitors, encouraging them to move, touch and experience the artworks as if they were alive.

From the first step inside, it is clear this is no passive museum. The visitor does not simply observe -- they participate. Digital projections crawl across the walls, react to movement and dissolve into space.

[image: Digitized Nature.]
Digitized Nature.




"The core of the concept here at teamLab Biovortex Kyoto is unity and teamwork," explained one of the on-site guides during our tour.

"Most of the art here is created by specialists from different disciplines: mathematicians, architects, engineers, programmers and designers. We bring them together as one organism. Unlike the solitary artists of history -- Van Gogh and Picasso -- teamLab works collectively. Hundreds of members create together. That's what makes this place alive."

That idea of collective creation -- humans collaborating not only with one another but with technology and environment -- defines the museum's curatorial vision. Art here is neither static nor self-contained; it forms and reforms through perception, time and the viewer's physical presence.

Visitors progress through a sequence of immersive zones, each with its own theme and emotional tone. Boundaries dissolve and rooms bleed into one another through light, vapour and sound.

Massless Amorphous Sculpture

One of the museum's centrepieces, Massless Amorphous Sculpture, appears in Japan for the first time. It consists of a floating formation made only of soap, water and air. The translucent body hovers mysteriously -- neither sinking nor rising fully -- suspended between gravity and weightlessness. It drifts according to air currents, responding subtly to movement in the room. The effect is at once fragile and monumental, evoking the impossible equilibrium between matter and void.

[image: Massless Amorphous Sculpture.]
Massless Amorphous Sculpture.




Then, we passed into a dim chamber where the floor seemed to ripple like a liquid planet. The work, titled Transient Abstract Life And Return, turns the visitor's motion into part of its organic process. Our guide explained: "This liquid looks like mud, but it has its own water and order. When we draw shapes on the floor, they slowly come back together. Even if order is broken, the forms reunite, like life trying to restore itself."

Here, the experience borders on the meditative. The artwork dissolves distinctions between destruction and regeneration -- what breaks also heals. Presence and impermanence coexist in the same luminous moment.

Morphing Continuum

Elsewhere, hundreds of glowing orbs float in a vast chamber, breathing as one. Their brightness and rhythm shift like a collective organism. The accompanying text reads: "Even if individual elements are separated in space and time, when structural order appears among them, the elements transcend both space and time and form a single entity. This spatiotemporal existence is part of the whole -- it is a living universe, a biocosmos."

[image: Morphing Continuum.]
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Standing inside, the visitor senses not an installation but a universe unfolding -- a field of energy linking micro and macro, self and collective. Every slight movement sends ripples of light through the room, as though consciousness itself has entered the circuitry.

Sea Of Solidified Light

This is a stone-garden of suspended, multi-hued forms that look like glass and like condensed light. The installation resists simple colour naming; hues overlap and coexist so that no single tone can be pinned down. As our guide explained: "We have included some lights inside them. You can see that they have multiple colours within them. As it has multiple colours at the same time, so you can't really name the colour on each stone. You can't say whether it's blue or purple, red or green. And, you know, multiple colours are living at the same time, so it's quite difficult to identify it. We have included that concept with these glass stones and try to make a stone garden. It's a very Kyoto thing."

Walking through the work, visitors find that light acquires the weight and quietude of natural rock -- simultaneously delicate and immovable -- inviting slow looking and private reflection.

Digitized Nature

One of teamLab's most poetic and recurring concepts, Digitized Nature, also finds new resonance here.

"This isn't real nature -- it's artificial," the guide said as we entered a landscape of light that mimics forests and rivers. "We want to show nature through digital technology, because not everyone can easily go deep into a forest. Using non-material tools like light and sound, we can express nature without harming it.

[image: Sea Of Solidified Light.]
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"Maybe people in Thailand, for example, see more of real forests than people in Japan. But if someone never experiences it directly, it's hard to understand how nature feels, how it breathes. Through these artworks, we hope to reveal that invisible cycle -- the circle of life inside the forest."

The space pulses with colour and mist; walls dissolve into slow-moving waves of light that sense human proximity. It's an illusion of wilderness, yet paradoxically more intimate than any real one -- because here, every footstep alters the ecosystem. You become part of the environment's code.

Athletics Forest: When Art Demands The Body

Beyond the immersive installations lies Athletics Forest, teamLab's signature educational and physical experience. Described as a "multi-dimensional creative athletic space", it invites visitors to navigate art with their entire bodies -- climbing, balancing, sliding, jumping.

"Humans perceive and think with their bodies," our guide explained. "In modern life, we interact mostly through flat information -- books, TV, smartphone screens. So we created a three-dimensional space that demands physical movement. It's a way for people, especially children, to develop higher-dimensional thinking through play."

The environment itself feels like a digital playground from another planet: glowing slopes, shifting platforms, spheres that light up upon touch, mirrored chambers that distort perspective. Every element reacts to human presence, merging physical exertion with cognitive play. Here, the visitor's balance, speed and coordination become instruments of artistic creation.

Other remarkable pieces punctuate the museum's interior. The Way Of Birds transforms the flight of hundreds of thousands of digital birds into one vast life-form that whirls around the viewer. Forest Of Resonating Lamps: One Stroke - A Year In The Mountains arranges countless glass lanterns that glow and fade in rhythmic dialogue, a metaphor for the passing of seasons. The Eternal Universe Of Words writes calligraphy in infinite space, each character appearing and vanishing like breath. Traces Of Life turns footsteps into glowing trails -- reminders that the art exists only while you do.

Each work reaffirms teamLab's pursuit of interconnectedness. The collective's art dissolves distinctions between the self and environment, between art and architecture, between body and data.

As our guide summarised towards the end of the tour: "All things exist in continuity. Light, sound, air, people -- everything is connected and changing. teamLab Biovortex is not a collection of pieces. It's one continuous organism."

teamLab Biovortex Kyoto is open daily from 9am to 9pm (last admission 7pm; hours subject to change). Entry is via timed tickets with variable pricing. As of this writing, adult ticket prices vary depending on demand, while youth tickets (ages 13-17) are fixed at Y=2,800 (about 590 baht). Children's tickets (ages 4-12) cost Y=1,800, and admission is free for children aged three and under. Visitors with disabilities receive a 50% discount on the adult fare.
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									Contemplate existence at Bangkok University

									
								

									Canadian artist and teacher Martin Constable's latest exhibition invites contemplation of human existence.
									Organised by Bangkok University Gallery and RMIT Vietnam, Constable's show titled "What Cannot Be Forgotten, Must Be Celebrated" is held under the theme of "Future History".

Curated by Pojai Akratanakul, his works are on view at Bangkok University Gallery's Space 1 and Space 2 until Nov 29.

At Space 1, his paintings conjure scenes of gazing into light sources, such as Lustrum (2024) and The Invention Of Grief (2024), urging reflection on technological progress and our cosmic insignificance. At Space 2, digital works such as The God Of Details (2025) and Try Again. Fail Again. Fail Better. (2024), present uninhabited or empty scenes which possess subtle traces of human presence.

[image: Canadian artist Martin Constable. (Photo: Bangkok University Gallery)]
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Concluding with Qua Auq (2015), a digital skull in a museum cabinet, the exhibition calls for reflection on existence, fear of oblivion and desire to leave something behind.

Constable has exhibited widely in Europe and Asia. In 2001, he stopped painting to join a new project, where he learned the ropes of digital media. He started painting again when he moved to Vietnam, where he is the head of the Digital Media Program of RMIT Vietnam. He also teaches visual effects and researches computational aesthetics in collaboration with computer engineers.

"What Cannot Be Forgotten, Must Be Celebrated" is running at Bangkok University Gallery until Nov 29.

Visit facebook.com/bangkokuniversitygallery.
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									Exhibition explores cultural depth of HM Queen Sirikit's royal duties

									
								

									Siam Piwat invites everyone to commemorate the boundless and immeasurable royal grace of Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother during "From Royal Resolve... To The Heritage Of The Land", which is running at Art Jewel, 5th floor of Siam Paragon, Rama I Road, until Nov 20.
									The exhibition presents the royal duties in various fields the late Queen Mother performed for Thai people throughout her life. Many of them reflect her foresight concerning sustainability, namely her initiating and promoting the conservation of forests and wildlife, emphasising the concept of people living with forests sustainably. This reflects her genius as the true "pioneer of sustainability concepts" in Thailand.

On display are a compilation of images and stories of Queen Sirikit visiting the people in all regions of the country alongside King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great. The exhibition is divided into three parts.
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"A Collection Of Images Of Royal Duties: A Lifetime Dedication To The Benefit And Happiness Of The Thai People In All Aspects" showcases her considerable dedication to arts and culture, the environment, humanitarianism, strengthening friendships with allied nations, supporting Thai handicrafts, conserving Thai textiles and giving new life to khon, which is Thailand's high art of performance.

"Chut Thai Phra Ratcha Niyom (Thai National Dress): Reflecting The Vision Of Her Majesty The Queen Mother" focuses on the conservation of the eight types of traditional Thai costumes, which originated from her royal initiative to express Thainess through attire for the world to witness.

She graciously ordered the study, research, restoration and design of Thai outfits for women, which she wore during the official state visits with King Bhumibol to the US and European countries in 1960.

The exquisite collection of eight formal dresses on show includes Thai Ruean Ton suitable for semi-formal functions; Thai Chitlada for formal functions; Thai Amarin for evening ceremonies; Thai Borom Phiman for high-level formal ceremonies; Thai Dusit for evening ceremonies; Thai Chakkri for weddings or evening functions; Thai Siwalai for royal ceremonies or religious ceremonies; and Thai Chakkraphat for important royal ceremonies.

[image: Khon masks. photos courtesy of Siam Piwat]
Khon masks. 




"Khon Masks: From Royal Khon Performances To The World's Intangible Cultural Heritage" recounts the Queen Mother's important role in reviving khon masked dance. Queen Sirikit graciously granted personal funds to the Fine Arts Department to improve khon costumes in 2003 and continuously supported the performing art.

This part also exhibits four rare khon masks. They include Phipek, the younger brother of Thotsakan with a green body, crocodile eyes and a snarling mouth; Hanuman, the great simian warrior and chief soldier of Phra Ram; Akastalai, a giant guardian with wide-open eyes and a snarling mouth of the city gate of Krung Longka; and Phaya Nok Samphathi, the elder brother of Nok Sadayu.

There are also craft workshops and a sale of souvenirs from the Queen Sirikit Museum Of Textiles and the Support Foundation.

Visit facebook.com/siamparagonshopping or call 02-610-8000.
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									Neilson Hays Library's bi-annual  book sale is back on Saturday

									
								

									Neilson Hays Library on Surawong Road brings back its bi-annual Book Sale featuring hundreds of pre-loved and ex-library books in English and Thai, starting this Saturday until Nov 23, daily from 9.30am to 5pm (except Nov 17).
									Visitors will find something for everyone from recent thrillers and history hardbacks to children's books, cookbooks, magazines, CDs and DVDs, all housed within one of Bangkok's most iconic and architecturally stunning buildings. Prices start at 20 baht.

Due to limited space, stock will be rotated throughout the sale so multiple visits are encouraged for the best finds. Visitors should bring their own bag to help reduce waste. However, limited edition Neilson Hays Library tote bags will be available for purchase.

The library is open to non-members during the sale. It is the perfect chance to explore the space, browse hundreds of pre-loved and ex-library books and experience the charm of this unique venue.

Exclusively on Nov 22, the library will host its first-ever Neilson Hays Market alongside the book sale, with local vendors in the garden and books inside the library.

All proceeds from the book sale will go to support preservation and maintenance of the historic library, hailed as a cultural and architectural gem in the heart of Bangkok, and ongoing community programming including children's activities, literary events, exhibitions and outreach programmes that foster learning and creativity.

Visit neilsonhayslibrary.org.
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