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Politics
Sen. Fetterman hospitalized after collapsing near home due to heart issue
In a statement, the freshman senator's office said Fetterman is "doing well and receiving routine observation at the hospital."

John Fetterman has had a handful of health issues but remained active in the Senate. (Elizabeth Frantz/For The Washington Post)


By Mariana Alfaro | 2025-11-13
Sen. John Fetterman (D-Pennsylvania) was hospitalized in Pittsburgh following a fall near his home caused by a heart rhythm issue that made him feel lightheaded, his office said Thursday.
In a statement, the freshman senator's office said Fetterman is "doing well and receiving routine observation at the hospital." Fetterman's office said he had chosen to stay in the hospital so doctors can "fine-tune his medication regimen."
Fetterman's fall was caused by "a ventricular fibrillation flare-up that led to Senator Fetterman feeling light-headed," his office said.
Ventricular fibrillation is a type of irregular heart rhythm that results in the heart not pumping sufficient blood to the rest of the body.
In a statement, Fetterman sought to make light of the episode, which his office said resulted in minor injuries to his face.
"If you thought my face looked bad before, wait until you see it now," said Fetterman, whose fall took place during a morning walk near his home in Braddock.
Fetterman, 56, suffered a near-fatal stroke when he was running for Senate in 2022. At the time, his campaign released a letter from his doctor stating Fetterman has cardiomyopathy, a disease that makes it harder for the heart to deliver blood to the body.
After the stroke, doctors diagnosed him with an auditory processing disorder, which makes it difficult for him to differentiate and understand sounds. Another lingering effect of Fetterman's stroke is that his speech is often halting, and he struggles at times to find the right words. He often relies on technological aides to talk to reporters at the Capitol.
Fetterman has suffered a handful of health issues since the stroke, but he has remained active in the Senate.
In 2023, months after the stroke, the senator checked himself into Walter Reed National Military Medical Center to receive treatment for his mental health after being evaluated by Brian P. Monahan, the attending physician of Congress. Monahan suggested Fetterman receive inpatient care for depression that had become "severe in recent weeks." The senator completed the treatment a month later.
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Your questions on American politics, answered
Chief political correspondent Karen Tumulty was joined by Michael Kranish, author of our series exploring Thomas Jefferson's America, for her biweekly chat.

(The Washington Post)


By Karen Tumulty, Michael Kranish | 2025-11-13
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Politics
This Democrat from a red state could help his party reclaim the House
The former representative plans to run in a new district in Utah created as a result of a court order amid the national fight to redraw congressional maps.

Rep. Ben McAdams (D-Utah) in 2019. (Rick Bowmer/AP)


By Yasmeen Abutaleb | 2025-11-13
Ben McAdams, who served one term in Congress during President Donald Trump's first term, plans to announce Thursday that he is running for a new Democratic-leaning House seat in Utah, he said in an interview.
The seat was created amid a national redistricting fight after a state judge this month rejected a congressional map drawn by Republicans and adopted an alternate proposal. Republicans nationally hold a narrow 219-214 majority, making every seat crucial.
Utah has not had a Democratic member of Congress since 2021, after McAdams lost his seat -- which at the time represented a conservative district -- after he voted to impeach Trump. Republicans hold all four of its congressional seats.
But McAdams will now run in a solidly Democratic district. Judge Dianna Gibson ruled this week that the map advanced by Republicans, which was designed to protect all four seats, "unduly favors Republicans and disfavors Democrats." Gibson ultimately selected a map that keeps almost all of Salt Lake County -- which is heavily Democratic -- in one district rather than divided among multiple districts.
Gibson's ruling added a critical seat for Democrats as they work to counter an unprecedented Republican effort -- pushed by Trump -- to redraw maps in their states mid-cycle to maintain their House majority. The party out of power typically holds an advantage in midterm elections.
The redistricting effort began when Trump urged Texas's Republican governor, Greg Abbott, to redraw his state's map to gain five more Republican-leaning seats. California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) led a successful effort this month to win voter support for new maps that would add five safer Democratic seats. Republicans hold an advantage in drawing maps because they control more states.
McAdams previously served as mayor of Salt Lake County and in the Utah state Senate before being elected to a single congressional term in 2018. He was raised by a single mom who brought up six kids and lived paycheck to paycheck and is focused on making life more affordable for low-income and working-class families, he said.
"Washington seems to have forgotten about families like mine. They've forgotten what real life is like," McAdams said in an interview. "Instead of feeding kids, we're working to deny SNAP benefits and health care subsidies that are so important to people's ability to access health care, and I think it's cruel."
McAdams was referring to the Trump administration's multiple appeals -- including to the Supreme Court -- during the more than 40-day government shutdown to not have to pay full food assistance benefits to millions of Americans despite lower court orders. He was also referencing Democrats' demand during the shutdown that an extension of pandemic-era health subsidies to help people buy health insurance on the Obamacare individual marketplace be part of any funding package. Republican lawmakers and a handful of Democrats voted to end the shutdown without extending the subsidies.
McAdams said he has grown distressed by the progression of Trump's second term, including Trump's decision to send the National Guard into Democratic-led cities; reports of immigrants being whisked off the street and deported without due process; and his erosion of democratic norms and institutions.
"It feels like in the blink of an eye, Donald Trump has taken our democracy and trampled all over it," McAdams said. "Many Republicans are his accomplices but I see too many Democrats aren't doing enough to stop it."
McAdams declined to say whether he would support House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) as the party's leader if Democrats retake control of the House.
"We shouldn't be fighting for the sake of fighting. Democrats need to be fighting to deliver results for American families," McAdams said.
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Epstein is the one issue that persistently splits Trump from his base
Trump promised during the 2024 election to release the Justice Department's "Epstein files," but his administration has resisted doing so.

A protester holds a sign related to the release of the Jeffrey Epstein case files outside the Capitol on Nov. 12. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


By Karen Tumulty | 2025-11-13
The MAGA base has had little trouble looking the other way when it comes to Donald Trump's trampling of norms and ethical standards: the coarseness; the indictments; the retribution against his enemies; the self-enrichment while in office; the unprecedented claims of executive power.
His administration's handling of information regarding the horrific crimes of convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein is different. Bringing to light what lies within the Justice Department's so-called Epstein files is the most persistent issue to have driven a deep wedge into the president's base -- to the point where some who embrace the MAGA label have even been willing to make common cause with Democrats.
Epstein -- who once traveled among the world's elite and counted Trump as a friend -- hanged himself in a prison cell in 2019 after being arrested and charged with sexually abusing and exploiting dozens of girls, some as young as 14 years old.
The specifics of what Epstein is alleged to have done also reinforced a larger narrative that fueled Trump's rise and the construction of his political movement, Rep. Ro Khanna (D-California) said in a recent interview.
"Many people in MAGA feel that the government has been corrupted, and is not looking out for ordinary Americans," Khanna said. "One of the reasons they supported Trump, even though he was imperfect, [was that] he said, 'I'm going to expose it all. I'm going to tear it all down. I'm going to go after this corrupt elite that has shafted you and that has really killed the American Dream.'"
In that sense, releasing the Epstein files "was core to Trump's promise," Khanna said. "It was not some incidental issue or tangential issue. It was his central theme that the American corrupt elite had betrayed forgotten Americans."
Khanna and Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky) have led the effort in the House for a discharge petition that would force a vote on the full release of the files. With Wednesday's belated swearing-in of Rep. Adelita Grijalva (D-Arizona), who won a Sept. 23 special election to take the seat vacated by the death of her father, they have gathered the necessary 218 signatures to do so.
Trump was stoking conspiracy theories about Epstein at least as far back as the Conservative Political Action Conference in February 2015. Asked for his opinion of Bill Clinton, Trump replied, "Nice guy." Then he added: "Got a lot of problems coming up in my opinion with the famous island. With Jeffrey Epstein."
But earlier this year, after indicating that Epstein's "client list" was on her desk awaiting review, Attorney General Pam Bondi disappointed many in MAGA world by announcing no such list was in evidence.
On his Truth Social media platform, Trump lashed out at his own supporters. "What's going on with my 'boys' and, in some cases, 'gals?'"
"We're on one Team, MAGA, and I don't like what's happening," he added and urged them to "not waste Time and Energy on Jeffrey Epstein, somebody that nobody cares about."
Democrats have charged that one reason House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) kept the chamber out of formal session during the government shutdown was to leave Grijalva's status in limbo and prevent a vote on the discharge petition.
With Trump, the ultimate question may be not what he did, but what he knew. Just hours before Grijalva officially became a member of Congress on Wednesday, Democrats on the House Oversight Committee released emails from Epstein's estate in which the disgraced financier suggested Trump was aware of Epstein's activities with underaged girls.
In one, written in 2011 to Ghislaine Maxwell -- his partner later convicted of sex trafficking -- Epstein claimed Trump had "spent hours at my house" with one of Epstein's victims and described Trump as a "dog that hasn't barked" in the spreading investigation. In another, dated in early 2019, Epstein wrote to author Michael Wolff that "of course" Trump "knew about the girls as he asked ghislaine to stop" -- an apparent reference to reports that Maxwell was recruiting victims from among the employees at Trump's Mar-a-Lago Club in Palm Beach, Florida.

President Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office on Monday, Nov. 10. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


In July, during two days of interviews with Deputy Attorney General Todd Blanche, Maxwell said the president "was never inappropriate with anybody in the times that I was with him. He was a gentleman in all respects."
She has since been moved from a federal detention center in Florida to a minimum-security prison camp in Texas. And more recently, House Democrats, citing an unnamed whistleblower, have reported that Maxwell has been preparing to formally ask Trump to commute her 20-year federal sentence.
Trump has branded the furor over Epstein as "a hoax." White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt issued a statement Wednesday in which she claimed: "These stories are nothing more than bad-faith efforts to distract from President Trump's historic accomplishments, and any American with common sense sees right through this hoax and clear distraction from the government opening back up again."
It will likely be weeks before the vote on the discharge petition reaches the House floor. Only four Republicans have signed it, and no doubt Trump and his allies will put intense pressure on Republicans to vote against releasing the files.
But Khanna predicted it will have the support of more than 50 Republicans. And if anything even close to that happens, he added, it will mark "the single biggest repudiation of Trump since he walked down the escalator" a decade ago and launched the political movement now known as MAGA.
Or if the vote goes the other way, it may only confirm what MAGA has believed all along: The elite get to play by a different set of rules.
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Politics
Trump administration prepares to fire worker for TV interview about SNAP
The employee warned that the shutdown could have negative impacts on the millions of Americans who rely on the federal government to put food on the table.

Rain falls on the Department of Agriculture building in Washington on April 11. (Kayla Bartkowski/Getty Images)


By Mariana Alfaro, Hannah Natanson | 2025-11-13
The Agriculture Department is preparing to fire an employee in the division that handles food benefits after she publicly warned that the shutdown could have negative impacts on the millions of Americans who rely on the federal government to put food on the table, according to documentation reviewed by The Washington Post.
The employee, Ellen Mei, a program specialist at the Food and Nutrition Service who is furloughed, was interviewed on MSNBC on Oct. 2, during the early days of the shutdown, to talk about how the impasse in Washington would impact her team, as well as the work they do. Mei is also president of the National Treasury Employees Union's Chapter 255, which represents employees at USDA's Food and Nutrition Service in the Northeast.
In the four-minute interview, Mei said she and her co-workers are "anxious because we're hearing about the risk potentials and office closures that are looming over USDA as this shutdown kind of drags on." She also explained that funding for key food assistance programs, including the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) -- which feeds about 42 million Americans monthly -- would probably be available in October, but that "things might get a little dicey if this drags on into November."
The next day, USDA informed Mei that the process to remove her from her position had begun. In correspondence reviewed by The Post, an official in the USDA human resources department told Mei that she will be let go 30 days after the shutdown ends. The agency accused Mei of discussing USDA programs and funding "without prior approval."
USDA did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The threat of Mei's dismissal has sparked concerns and outrage among other USDA workers and members of the Federal Unionists Network, who argue that the move is part of a concerted effort by the Trump administration to chill speech among federal employees.
At the time Mei spoke to MSNBC, the information she shared was publicly available through a variety of news articles and guidance from anti-hunger advocates, think tanks and organizations.
USDA itself, in a memo dated Sept. 30, explained that SNAP funding would lapse because of the shutdown and that the Office of Management and Budget would use contingency reserves to pay for benefits past October. That memo, however, was scrubbed from the agency's website later in October, once the Trump administration began arguing against tapping contingency funds to pay for benefits.
In the MSNBC interview, host Chris Jansing also explained that Mei was speaking as herself and a union leader, not as a USDA employee.
In an interview with The Washington Post, Mei said she has made other media appearances while employed as a USDA worker and while serving as a union leader.
Mei, who is based in Boston, has repeatedly appeared in coverage by the Boston Globe and local radio station GBH. She has also released public statements in her role with the Federal Unionists Network, including one issued two days before the shutdown began, in which she and other federal union leaders urged lawmakers to oppose any budget deal that would raise the cost of health care or weaken federal programs.
Mei said she believes she is being retaliated against because the MSNBC appearance was her first appearance on national television. In the USDA letter reviewed by The Post, the human resources official told Mei that "although you were not on duty at that time, the actions you took directly relate to your position because they involved programs under your official responsibilities."
"As I was and have been speaking in my personal capacity and in my capacity as union representative, I am not required to ask for permission to speak on behalf of me or my co-workers," Mei told The Post. "Especially speaking on behalf of my co-workers as the union president, that is a right that I am granted by the Federal Labor Management statute. So I do not need to ask for permission."
Mei has 20 days from the day the government reopens to contest her dismissal. She plans to appear alongside other unionized federal workers and at a news conference Friday in Boston to protest the agency's decision.
"This is about sounding the alarm to the public that this administration will stop at nothing ... . They will trot over the services we provide and the rights that we have as federal workers and as Americans," said Chris Dols, co-executive director of the Federal Unionists Network, who is helping organize Mei's response.
Debra D'Agostino, a federal employment lawyer, argued that Mei probably has a strong case against her dismissal. Mei's speech was almost certainly protected under both the First Amendment and the Whistleblower Protection Act, D'Agostino said.
There have been at least two Supreme Court cases -- Pickering v. Board of Education in 1968 and Department of Homeland Security v. MacLean in 2015 -- in which the justices decided in favor of staffers accused by their employers of speaking out of turn, D'Agostino noted. In the first, the court ruled for a teacher who had written to a newspaper criticizing the superintendent, saying the educator had a right to speak on matters of public concern so long as she was not knowingly lying.
In the second, the court ruled for a Transportation Security Administration staffer who the government accused of revealing "sensitive security information" to a reporter. In that case, the court decided the staffer's activity was covered by the Whistleblower Protection Act, which says federal workers can report lawbreaking or anything that poses a substantial and specific danger to public health and safety.
"Given that we're talking about food for Americans, that is a pretty clean argument about a specific danger to public health," D'Agostino said. "I think [Mei] has a very clean argument this is a protected disclosure."
There have been other instances of the Trump administration cracking down on the speech of federal workers.
Over the summer, after dozens of Environmental Protection Agency employees signed a letter protesting the agency's direction and policies, the Trump administration placed roughly 140 of them on leave -- and later fired at least seven of the staffers.
In September, the administration also dismissed two civil rights lawyers at the Housing and Urban Development Department after speaking out about the Trump administration's efforts to limit enforcement of the Fair Housing Act. One of the lawyers, Paul Osadebe, told The Post that the type of speech Mei made in her MSNBC interview has always been protected.
"We are the people who are most informed on the operations of the federal government, what it's doing well, what it's doing poorly, what it's doing illegally sometimes," Osadebe said. "So we're the ones who have to speak out on that, and we've been doing that without an issue for decades, [including during] the first Trump administration. The things that they're punishing people for now were not punished before."
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Health
Congress tightens THC restrictions on hemp, closing farm bill loophole
The restrictions on hemp-derived THC, the psychoactive compound found in cannabis, threaten to wipe out an industry worth approximately $30 billion, critics say.

Hemp buds are cut from the stem at a business in West Virginia. (Rebecca Kiger/For The Washington Post)


By Andrew Jeong | 2025-11-13
Congress on Wednesday stiffened restrictions on hemp, a form of the cannabis plant that was legalized in the 2018 farm bill, in a provision tucked into the legislation signed into law by President Donald Trump that ended the longest government shutdown in U.S. history.
The restrictions triggered protests from producers who have come to rely on the multibillion-dollar industry as a source of income. They aim to close a loophole that let market players sell unregulated food and beverages containing hemp-derived psychoactive compounds. The rules set a stricter limit on the amount of tetrahydrocannabinol, or THC, the intoxicating chemical also found in marijuana, that a hemp product can contain.
Hemp was once on the federal controlled substances list, but it was legalized in the 2018 farm bill by lawmakers who touted the crop's potential to boost farmers' incomes. Hemp can be used to make products such as rope, clothing and food. The 2018 law was especially welcomed by Kentucky farmers, who hoped the commodity could offset losses from falling tobacco sales.
The wider hemp industry is estimated to be worth $30 billion, according to the Cannabis Farmers Alliance, an industry group representing cannabis growers.
But lawmakers, including Republican Sen. Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, a champion of the 2018 legislation, said companies exploited the farm bill loophole to legally formulate products with enough THC to get their consumers high.
"Unfortunately, companies ... [take] legal amounts of THC from hemp and [turn] it into intoxicating substances," McConnell said on the Senate floor Monday. These companies then market it to children in "candy-like packaging" and sell it in "easily accessible places like gas stations," he said.
The Food and Drug Administration had said it was "concerned by the proliferation of products that contain delta-8 THC and are marketed for therapeutic or medical uses, although they have not been approved by the FDA."
Hemp contains lower levels of THC than its cousin marijuana and must contain 0.3 percent or less by dry weight of THC to be legally classified as hemp. But this creates a loophole: Producers can buy legal hemp and extract the THC to create higher concentrations that can then be added to food or beverages, making products with THC levels similar to those sold in legal marijuana stores. The products include hemp drinks, which have exploded in popularity alongside vapes and gummies.
Marijuana remains a controlled substance that cannot be moved across state lines legally.
McConnell and most Republicans in the Senate approved the restrictions, which would keep the 0.3 percent limit on hemp-derived cannabinoid products for human or animal use and ban cannabinoids produced from hemp that are not naturally in the plant or are synthesized from it.
Also outlawed are "any final hemp-derived cannabinoid products containing ... greater than 0.4 milligrams combined total" of THC or "any other cannabinoids that have similar effects (or are marketed to have similar effects)."
Republican Sen. Rand Paul (Kentucky) criticized the restrictions as a blanket ban that would suffocate the livelihoods of hemp farmers, although he acknowledged that some had exploited the loophole in the 2018 bill.
"The hemp industry, myself and others have come together, and we have been willing to negotiate to get rid of the bad actors," he said on the Senate floor Tuesday. "And yet instead we are met with legislation that would be prohibition."
"Every hemp seed in the country will have to be destroyed," he added. "This is the most thoughtless, ignorant proposal to an industry that I've seen in a long, long time."
Hemp industry advocates say the restrictions would bring down legitimate hemp growers who produce nonintoxicating hemp products, including those containing CBD, or cannabidiol, the legal cannabinoid found in hemp widely marketed as beneficial for health. The World Health Organization said in 2018 that CBD has a relatively low abuse potential and doesn't appear "to exhibit THC-like ... stimulus effects."
"U.S. Senators were promised that this bill protects nonintoxicating CBD products, which is manifestly untrue -- the large majority of nonintoxicating CBD products on the marketplace feature more than 0.4 mg of THC per container," said Jonathan Miller, general counsel for the U.S. Hemp Roundtable, an industry lobbying group.
The U.S. Hemp Roundtable issued a statement on Monday saying that the legislation "threatens to eliminate America's $28.4 billion hemp industry and jeopardizes more than 300,000 American jobs." It could also wipe out 95 percent of the industry and cost states $1.5 billion in lost tax revenue, the group said.
Joseph Calderone, president of the Cannabis Farmers Alliance, said in an emailed statement that the law "creates an opportunity for the black market to fill the vacuum."
It isn't a policy tweak that corrects an unintended market outcome, Calderone said. "It's a seismic shock."
The marijuana industry -- often at odds with the hemp industry over competition and regulations on cannabis products -- welcomed the restrictions.
The legislation "carefully distinguishes between intoxicating and nonintoxicating products and synthetic and natural products," said Chris Lindsey, a vice president at the American Trade Association for Cannabis and Hemp -- whose membership includes cannabis companies in state-regulated marijuana markets.
Paul Murdoch, an Oregonian hemp farmer, said the restrictions would kill off his farm, which produces nonintoxicating CBD products.
"Unregulated intoxicants are not a long-term strategy and legislators took notice," he wrote in an email. "... Thus began legislation to regulate the CBD industry out of existence."
"CBD has been a lifesaver for me and for many others," he added. "After a serious injury, I found CBD as a pain mitigant to replace opioids. Many others rely on it for a variety of issues, none involving any intoxication. And that may go away."
Amy B Wang and David Ovalle contributed to this report.
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Politics
Epstein wrote that Trump knew of sexual abuse but didn't participate 
That account, included in a new tranche of documents, conflicts with Trump's denial of ever knowing about Epstein's solicitation of underage prostitution before Epstein's 2008 plea deal. 

A poster along Rhode Island Avenue NE in D.C. in September. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Isaac Arnsdorf, Matthew Choi | 2025-11-13
Investor Jeffrey Epstein wrote that Donald Trump knew about the sexual abuse of underage girls but never participated, according to thousands of pages of documents released Wednesday by the House Oversight Committee.
"Trump knew of it. and came to my house many times during that period," Epstein wrote in an email to himself on Feb. 1, 2019, several months before he was arrested on sex trafficking charges and killed himself in jail. "He never got a massage."
That account, included in a tranche of documents released Wednesday by the House Oversight Committee, conflicts with Trump's denial of ever knowing about Epstein's solicitation of underage prostitution before Epstein's 2008 plea deal. Trump has said that he knew Epstein socially in Palm Beach, Florida, and that they had a falling-out in the mid-2000s, which Trump has attributed to a real estate deal and Epstein's hiring employees away from Trump's Mar-a-Lago Club.
"I had no idea," Trump told reporters in July 2019. "I haven't spoken to him in many, many years."
On Wednesday, Trump accused Democrats of resurfacing the scandal to distract from the pending end of the 43-day government shutdown, which has disrupted air travel and food stamp distribution while winning the opposition party few concessions. "The Democrats are using the Jeffrey Epstein Hoax to try and deflect from their massive failures, in particular, their most recent one -- THE SHUTDOWN!" he wrote on social media.
But the scandal that has made headlines for at least six years and threatened to engulf Trump's second term earlier this year showed no sign of letting up. A House motion to force the Trump administration to release investigative files from Epstein's case received the crucial 218th signature Wednesday afternoon, after the swearing-in of Rep. Adelita Grijalva (D-Arizona), who succeeded her late father in a special election Sept. 23.
Democrats alleged a coordinated cover-up to keep the Epstein files secret and highlighted an email exchange between Epstein and his associate Ghislaine Maxwell discussing Trump in 2011 as "the dog that hasn't barked" because investigators hadn't mentioned him. Maxwell was convicted of child sex trafficking in 2021.
"Of course [Trump] knew about the girls," Epstein said in another email, from January 2019, to author Michael Wolff. The email goes on to say Trump asked Maxwell "to stop" but doesn't specify what he was referring to. In a video posted to Instagram, Wolff said he had been trying to talk about this story "for a very long time now." He didn't substantively discuss the contents of the newly released documents. (Wolff did not respond to requests for comment from The Washington Post.)
Trump banned Epstein from his properties in 2007 in response to his indictment, Trump's company lawyer told The Post in 2019. "President Trump kicked him out because Jeffrey Epstein was a pedophile and he was a creep," White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said Wednesday.
Epstein's basis in the emails for Trump's knowledge of the sex trafficking focuses on a victim whose name is redacted. People familiar with the documents identified the victim as Virginia Giuffre, a teenage spa attendant at Mar-a-Lago whom Maxwell recruited in 2000. Giuffre died by suicide earlier this year, at 41.
"VICTIM spent hours at my house with him," Epstein said of Trump in the 2011 email.
In a memoir published posthumously last month, Giuffre recalled meeting Trump once, saying he "couldn't have been friendlier." She wrote that Maxwell noticed her at the resort and approached her, saying she knew a wealthy man who was looking for a massage therapist.
"People were taken out of the spa, hired by him. In other words, gone," Trump told reporters in July. Asked about Giuffre, he said, "Yeah, he stole her."
Trump's claim not to know about Epstein's conduct was previously undercut by his purported contribution to a book of personal notes for Epstein's 50th birthday in 2003. The note alleged to be from Trump was a sexually suggestive letter with a sketch of a woman's body. Trump denied the existence of the letter when the Wall Street Journal reported it in July, and he sued the Journal's parent company, Dow Jones; News Corp.; Rupert Murdoch; and the two Journal reporters who wrote the article, alleging defamation. The suit is ongoing. House Oversight Democrats released a document matching the Journal's description of the letter and the sketch in September.
"He's a lot of fun to be with," Trump said of Epstein in a 2002 magazine profile. "It is even said that he likes beautiful women as much as I do, and many of them are on the younger side."
Epstein appeared to agree with the account of their friendship faltering over a competition for a Palm Beach estate being sold out of bankruptcy in 2004, recounting the episode in his 2019 email to himself. Trump ultimately purchased the property and would go on to sell it for more than double.
Wednesday's documents, made up of thousands of pages of emails, text messages and other documents from Epstein's estate, came from an unredacted tranche the committee received last week from a subpoena issued in August. Committee Democrats released three selected emails earlier in the day.
The Oversight Committee has also subpoenaed the Justice Department for documents related to its investigation into Epstein and conducted interviews with people believed to be familiar with investigations into the financier. Transcripts of a number of those interviews, including with Alexander Acosta, the former U.S. labor secretary who served as the top federal prosecutor in South Florida when Epstein received his widely criticized plea deal, and former U.S. attorney general William P. Barr have been released as well.
Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky), who has led the effort to force a vote on the Epstein files, said the White House appeared to be "scrambling" Wednesday to stop the vote from happening, but he declined to say exactly what it was doing.
"I'm a little bit troubled that we're trying to undo a shutdown here, and the most important thing at the White House was trying to stop a vote on releasing the Epstein files," he told The Post. He said that the petition to force a vote would now move forward no matter what and that it's a "done deal."
Hannah Knowles, Karla Adam, Kadia Goba, Scott Nover, Marianna Sotomayor and Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Politics
Lawmakers outraged by provision allowing senators to sue over Jan. 6 records
The House won't block the bill to reopen the government over the language, but Speaker Mike Johnson said he'll seek to undo it next week.

Legislation to reopen the government would allow senators whose phone records were seized by the FBI in an investigation into the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol to sue the government. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Theodoric Meyer, Marianna Sotomayor, Riley Beggin | 2025-11-13
A provision tied to the investigation into the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol buried deep in the bill to end the longest government shutdown in U.S. history has sparked bipartisan outrage, with House Republicans vowing to try to repeal the provision later even as the House passed the bill that includes it.
The bill allows Republican senators whose phone records were seized by the FBI as part of an investigation led by special counsel Jack Smith into Jan. 6 to sue the federal government for damages. Each of them could receive $500,000 as well as legal fees. House members whose phone records were obtained would not be eligible.
The provision appeared to be a response to the disclosure last month that the FBI seized the phone records of nine Republicans -- Sens. Tommy Tuberville (Alabama), Lindsey Graham (South Carolina), Marsha Blackburn (Tennessee), Ron Johnson (Wisconsin), Cynthia Lummis (Wyoming), Bill Hagerty (Tennessee), Josh Hawley (Missouri) and Dan Sullivan (Alaska) and Rep. Mike Kelly (Pennsylvania) -- during the Biden administration as part of Smith's investigation into Jan. 6.
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) has said that his phone records were subpoenaed but that AT&T refused to turn them over. Sen. Rick Scott (R-Florida) has said he was targeted as well.
That disclosure infuriated Republicans, with Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) describing the Smith probe as "arguably worse than Watergate."
The language about the lawsuits was inserted into the 392-page bill as part of an agreement between Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) and Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York), according to five Senate aides familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations. Thune's involvement was first reported by Politico. It would also allow senators to sue if their phone records or other data are subpoenaed or sought in the future without notifying them, as long as they are not targets of a criminal investigation.
Graham, who had his phone records seized, said Wednesday that he would "definitely" sue under the law.
"And if you think I'm going to settle this thing for a million dollars? No," Graham told reporters in South Carolina. "I want to make it so painful  no one ever does this again."
The provision set off a furious backlash in the House but did not stop the chamber from passing the bill Wednesday night.
Republicans did  not strip out the provision because changing the funding bill would have forced the Senate to return to pass it again, delaying the end of a shutdown that has dragged on for 43 days. But Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) told reporters after the vote that many House Republicans were angry about the provision and that he had spoken to Thune about it. The House will try to pass a bill early next week to repeal the provision, Johnson said.
"I don't think it was the right thing to do and the House is going to repeal that," Johnson said. "And I'm going to expect our colleagues in the Senate to do the same thing."
One Republican, Rep. Greg Steube (Florida), voted against the bill Wednesday night after criticizing the phone records provision and warning that the Senate would never take up a bill to repeal it.
"I could not in good conscience support a resolution that creates a self-indulgent legal provision for certain senators to enrich themselves by suing the Justice Department using taxpayer dollars," Steube wrote on X.
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) also condemned the language allowing senators to sue, describing it as a "self-dealing sick provision."
"They insert at the 11th hour a slush fund for Republican senators who think apparently they're part of the House of Lords, and expect that Democrats are going to go along with it?" Jeffries told reporters. "There is zero trust that exists."
Schumer will support Johnson's push to repeal the provision and push for the Senate to pass it if it clears the House, according to Schumer spokeswoman Allison  Biasotti.
In the House, Democrats and some Republicans condemned the provision during a Rules Committee meeting Tuesday night. Rep. Austin Scott (R-Georgia) said it had caused him to struggle with whether he could support the bill.
"I'm hoping that it's just poorly worded language that they will agree to fix," Scott, who plans to introduce the bill to repeal the provision, told reporters Wednesday. "If not, then this is a democracy, and I think that the American citizens should take note."
"A lot of people, if they look and understand this, they're going to see this as self-serving, self-dealing kind of stuff, and I don't think that's right," Rep. Chip Roy (R-Texas) said during the Rules Committee meeting Tuesday. "It is beside my comprehension that this got put in the bill. And it's why people have such a low opinion of this town."
Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland) described it as "one of the most blatantly corrupt provisions for political self-dealing and plunder of public resources ever proposed in the United States Congress."
The provision briefly appeared to endanger the bill's passage, threatening to prolong a shutdown that  lasted 43 days. Democrats tried to strip it out during the committee meeting. But the Rules Committee ultimately voted to send the bill to the House floor, where it passed 222-209. Six Democrats voted for it, while Steube and Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky) voted against it.
The Senate passed the bill Monday after Sen. Angus King (I-Maine) and seven Senate Democrats broke with the rest of their party and voted for it. Thune promised Democrats a vote next month on extending Affordable Care Act subsidies set to expire at the end of the year. Democrats had demanded an extension in exchange for voting to reopen the government, but Republicans refused to negotiate on the ACA while the shutdown lasted.
Schumer said he voted against the bill because it only came with Thune's promise of a vote on the subsidies, not an actual extension.
Democratic Sens. Jeanne Shaheen (New Hampshire) and Maggie Hassan (New Hampshire) and King, who led negotiations with Republicans to reopen the government, were unaware that Thune and Schumer had agreed to include the provision allowing senators to sue over their phone records until it became public, according to two Democratic aides familiar with the matter, speaking on the condition of anonymity to describe private talks.
The provision also caught other senators by surprise. Amanda Coyne, a spokeswoman for  Sullivan, one of the Republican senators whose phone records were seized, said he  learned of the provision while he and his staff were reading the bill. Sullivan has no plans to sue, she said.
"I am furious that the Senate Minority and Majority Leaders chose to airdrop this provision into this bill at the 11th hour -- with zero consultation or negotiation with the subcommittee that actually oversees this work," Sen. Martin Heinrich (New Mexico), the top Democrat on the Appropriations legislative branch subcommittee, said in a statement. "This is precisely what's wrong with the Senate."
Sen. Patty Murray (Washington), the top Democrat on the Appropriations Committee, described the provision as "a corrupt cash bonus of at least $500k each for 8 GOP Senators."
Kadia Goba contributed reporting.
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Transportation
Flight cancellations appear to improve, but disruptions are not over yet
A bill to end the shutdown will be taken up by the House this week, but airlines and experts warn that it will take time before operations return to normal.

Travelers walk through Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport on Tuesday. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)


By Niha Masih, Lori Aratani | 2025-11-13
Flight operations showed signs of improvement Wednesday ahead of news that the end of the government shutdown was within sight. Still, airlines have cautioned that it will take time to unwind the changes that have led to thousands of delays and cancellations.
The House voted 222-209, mostly along party lines, to reopen federal agencies. The bill now heads to President Donald Trump, who is expected to sign it into law later Wednesday night.
More than 810 flights were canceled Wednesday, according to aviation analytics company Cirium, down from the 1,000-plus tallies recorded Saturday through Tuesday, after the Federal Aviation Administration ordered carriers to cut traffic at 40 airports starting Nov.  7. But airlines are still preparing to make further cuts in accordance with the FAA plan, which started at 4 percent and is scheduled to grow to 8 percent by Thursday and 10 percent by Friday.
The head of the FAA, Bryan Bedford, said the reductions were necessary to reduce the strain on the aviation system as controllers and other frontline federal workers continued to work without pay during the shutdown, which began Oct. 1.
Many carriers said they are working to ensure customers have at least 24 hours' notice if their flight will be disrupted and have been urging travelers to check their flight status before heading to the airport. On Wednesday, United Airlines said its schedule changes were in place through Friday, while Alaska, JetBlue and Southwest were among carriers that had adjusted their schedules through Thursday.
Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy had urged House members to act quickly to approve a deal to reopen the government or risk more air travel chaos in the days ahead -- a scenario that could affect Thanksgiving travel, when an estimated 31 million people are expected to fly.

The shutdown may be ending -- but flight chaos isn't. Washington Post reporter Lori Aratani breaks down how Trump-era flight cuts are still disrupting travel.


"You're going to see this Friday, Saturday and Sunday ... massively more disruptions than what we've come into this [past] weekend if the government doesn't reopen," Duffy said Tuesday at a news conference. Thousands of flights have been canceled over the past five days, with a peak of almost 3,000 cancellations and more than 11,000 delayed flights on Sunday.
Duffy stopped short of giving a timeline for when the Transportation Department would allow airlines to fully resume operations once the shutdown ended.
"We're going to wait to see the data on our end before we take out the restrictions in travel," he said, though he noted that the agency already was seeing improvement with fewer facilities reporting staffing issues with air traffic controllers.
During an appearance Wednesday on CNBC, Delta Air Lines CEO Ed Bastian said that the last week has been tough, with more than 2,000 cancellations since the FAA-mandated flight reductions began on Friday. He said the reduces schedule would cost Delta and other carriers "a significant amount," but that it was premature to offer estimates.
Yet he was optimistic that, once the government reopens, that operations will bounce back and normalize.
"The thing we've seen through this last week is how essential air service is, period," Bastian added.
Aviation experts have cautioned that it will take time before operations return to normal. Airlines will need to rework their schedules and ensure that aircraft and crew members are in the right places.
Duffy also sought to tamp down concerns about whether air traffic controllers would receive back pay, promising that they would receive 70 percent of what they are owed 24 to 48 hours after the government reopens. They would be paid the remaining 30 percent within a week, he added.
Nick Daniels, president of the National Air Traffic Controllers Association, said Tuesday that while controllers will be relieved they are receiving full paychecks, the impact of the shutdown will not easily be shaken off.
"We'll have to continue dealing with the fallout of what the stress, the added stress and pressure that this has caused," he said.
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Politics
How Trump spent his time during the shutdown
During the shutdown, the president visited six countries, spoke at a million-dollar-a-plate dinner and undertook a massive construction project at the White House.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Anna Lefkowitz/The Washington Post; Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images; iStock)


By Alec Dent, Maegan Vazquez, Brianna Tucker | 2025-11-13
President Donald Trump was busy during the longest federal government shutdown in history.
While other presidents have largely kept their activities narrowly focused on helping end past government shutdowns, Trump visited six countries, spoke at a million-dollar-per-plate dinner, undertook a massive construction project at the White House and went golfing more than a half-dozen times. Among his activities: a "Great Gatsby"-themed party at Mar-a-Lago on the eve of the scheduled suspension of food assistance benefits.
Historians say Trump's agenda over the last 40-plus days marks a notable departure from how previous presidents have operated during government shutdowns, citing his lack of visible participation in negotiating a bipartisan agreement and his administration's unprecedented use of executive branch powers to ratchet up pressure on Democrats to give in to Republicans' demands.
The White House defended Trump's approach to governance during the shutdown.
"While Democrats shut down the government to use struggling American families ... as 'leverage' for their radical political agenda, President Trump continued to work night and day on behalf of American people -- including mitigating many of the harmful impacts of the Democrat shutdown," White House spokesperson Abigail Jackson said in a statement.
Here's what Trump did after the government shut down began Oct. 1:
Trump spent time in six foreign nations -- not counting nations where he stopped to refuel Air Force One. Those countries are: Israel, Egypt, Qatar, Malaysia, Japan and South Korea. Trump signed several trade agreements and oversaw the signing of two ceasefire agreements on those trips.
Among modern presidents who have led the country during a government shutdown, Trump stands out as the only recent president to have traveled abroad while Congress remained deadlocked.
During the 2013 shutdown that lasted over two weeks, for example, President Barack Obama did not leave the Washington region, and President Bill Clinton restricted himself to traveling domestically during a pair of shutdowns that occurred in late 1995 and early 1996. Both Clinton and Obama also nixed trips to Asia for Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) meetings, which Trump attended last month.

President Donald Trump speaks to U.S. troops at Al Asad Air Base in Iraq in 2018. (Andrew Harnik/AP)


Trump visited U.S. troops at air bases in Iraq and Germany after a partial shutdown began in late 2018, shortly after Christmas that year. However, he canceled a planned trip to Afghanistan by Pelosi, who was House Speaker at the time, calling it a "public relations event." He wrote in a letter released publicly at the time, "It would be better if you were in Washington negotiating with me and joining the Strong Border Security movement to end the Shutdown."
Timothy Naftali, a presidential historian, said that before Trump's presidency, "it was a presidential norm" to stay in D.C. during a shutdown.
"Now, we all know that it doesn't really matter where a president is, because they're in communication wherever they are. But being in Washington means you are able to meet with congressional leaders if necessary to move the process along," said Naftali, a senior research scholar at Columbia University's School of International and Public Affairs. " ... Maybe the American people didn't care so much about him being in D.C., but what he was doing in D.C. seemed out of touch with the government crisis going on around him."
Trump hosted nine international leaders at the White House, including NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte and Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa, who became that country's first leader to visit the White House. Trump's Nov. 7 meeting with Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban and subsequent travel to his Mar-a-Lago Club that day coincided with the first day of mass flight cancellations at major airports across the United States. The cancellations were made in compliance with an administration order to reduce air traffic amid concerns about the impact of potential staffing shortages resulting from the shutdown.
Trade and the wars in Gaza and Ukraine were the top topics of conversation at the meetings with international leaders.
Obama met with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu the day before the 2013 shutdown began and then-Italian Prime Minister Enrico Letta on the day that the shutdown ended. He also met privately with Malala Yousafzai during the shutdown.
Wrecking crews completely removed the decades-old East Wing of the White House in mid-October to make room for Trump's massive planned ballroom.
Earlier in the month, news photographers inside the Oval Office snapped a mock-up model of a stone arch across from the Lincoln Memorial. White House officials are considering plans to install it as a permanent arch, a person who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe internal conversations previously told The Washington Post.

Trump holds up a model of an arch while delivering remarks during a ballroom fundraising dinner in the East Room of the White House. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


On Halloween, Trump said he inspected taxpayer-funded renovations on the Kennedy Center, which has seen ticket sales plummet since the president took it over, according to a Post analysis. That same day, he unveiled an overhaul of the Lincoln Bathroom, sharing images that highlight his choice of marble accented with golden fixtures.
Trump publicly advertised few events in which he engaged in negotiations to end the shutdown. He hosted Republican lawmakers at two White House events: a "Rose Garden Club" gathering on Oct. 21 and a White House breakfast on Nov. 5.
Doug Heye, who served as the deputy chief of staff to then-House Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-Virginia) during the 2013 government shutdown, said that the party dynamics of the 2025 shutdown present a unique scenario. Unlike the 2013 shutdown, Republicans are in power in both chambers of Congress and the presidency -- though they lack the necessary numbers in the Senate to break a filibuster.

(Illustration by Anna Lefkowitz/The Washington Post; Salwan 
Georges/The Washington Post) 


"Could Trump have brought (Senate Minority Leader Charles E.) Schumer and (House Minority Leader Hakeem) Jeffries in more? Sure, but that wouldn't necessarily accomplish anything," Heye said. "Obviously, Schumer voted [against reopening the government this weekend] as well, and I will find curious an argument from Democrats that what they needed was more time with Donald Trump. Because everything else they say ... is that it is precisely what is not needed."
Ultimately, Trump's and Republicans' refusal to engage in negotiations was effective, Heye argued.
Trump went to two donor dinners, one of which he hosted at the White House for those who gave money to his ballroom construction project. The other was hosted by super PAC MAGA Inc., which charged $1 million per plate for a dinner at which Trump was the featured speaker. The president attended a "Great Gatsby"-themed party on Halloween at his Mar-a-Lago Club -- the day before Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients were scheduled to lose their benefits.

Trump and Secretary of State Marco Rubio attend a Halloween party at Mar-a-Lago. (Elizabeth Frantz/Reuters)


John Lawrence, professor at the University of California Washington Center and former chief of staff to Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-California), called Trump's behavior "a studied indifference."
"If there was a miscalculation that was made by Democrats, it was that Trump would engage," Lawrence said. " ... The president, far from being an agent that was promoting an effort to resolve the shutdown, was really exalting in a role as a provocateur, making it harder and harder to find common ground by taking these kinds of unilateral actions."
Like other presidents, Trump has done several high-profile interviews during the shutdown, including with CBS's "60 Minutes," Time magazine, ESPN and CNN. He has also done interviews with conservative news outlets, such as Newsmax and Fox News -- where he interviewed with Sean Hannity on Oct. 8, Maria Bartiromo eight days later and Bret Baier on Nov. 5.
Despite his high-profile interviews, most polling throughout the shutdown showed Americans blamed Trump and Republicans more than Democrats, though that margin has narrowed over time.
Trump signed several acts of clemency, including a commutation for Republican former New York congressman George Santos as well as pardons for Major League Baseball star Darryl Strawberry, crypto founder Changpeng Zhao, former Tennessee House speaker Glen Casada -- and his former chief of staff Cade Cothren. He also pardoned more than 75 people involved in the effort to overturn the 2020 presidential election, including Rudy Giuliani and Sydney Powell.
Trump has played golf seven times -- twice at the Trump National Golf Club in Loudoun County, Virginia, and five times at the Trump International Golf Club in Palm Beach, Florida.

(Illustration by Anna Lefkowitz/The Washington Post; Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post) 


Trump, like many other U.S. presidents, has long loved golf, and his many outings to the links during his first term sparked intense criticism. It's a pattern that carried into his second term -- he golfed 10 times in his first month back in office. The pace hardly slowed once the government was shuttered.
While Democratic lawmakers were eager to tackle health care subsidies, Trump had other health care-related plans. He announced two medical care price reduction plans, one to lower the cost of weight loss drugs for Medicare and Medicaid patients and the other to lower the cost of in vitro fertilization and fertility drugs. The plans are part of Trump's larger efforts to get "most favored nation" pricing for drugs in the United States.
There's precedent for past presidents to make major announcements and hold White House ceremonies during government shutdowns.
In the middle of the 2013 shutdown, for example, Obama held a Medal of Honor ceremony and announced he would nominate Janet L. Yellen to serve as the next Chairman of the Federal Reserve. During the shutdown that took place through the 1995 December holidays and beyond New Year's Day of 1996, the White House continued to host holiday parties and bill signings, according to archives of Clinton's daily schedule.
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Elections
Newsom's former chief of staff indicted on public corruption charges 
Dana Williamson is charged with conspiracy to divert campaign funds from Xavier Becerra, a former Biden Cabinet official.

Dana Williamson, center, a former top aide to California Gov. Gavin Newsom, leaves federal court in Sacramento on Wednesday. (Sophie Austin/AP)


By Maeve Reston, Aaron Schaffer | 2025-11-13
Federal officials arrested a former chief of staff to California Gov. Gavin Newsom on Wednesday, charging her with conspiracy to commit bank and wire fraud, submitting false tax returns and making false statements, among other charges, according to court filings.
The 23-count indictment unsealed Wednesday alleges that Dana Williamson conspired from February 2022 through September 2024 with Sean McCluskie, the former chief of staff for then-U.S. Health Secretary Xavier Becerra, and other associates to divert $225,000 from a dormant state campaign account to McCluskie's wife for what law enforcement officials described as a "no-show job."
Williamson served as Newsom's chief of staff through much of that period, but the charges against her do not involve her work for Newsom. Becerra appears to have been a victim, according to the indictment.
The dormant campaign account appears to belong to Becerra, who is now running for governor of California. Becerra was not named in the court documents. But it appears he is the person identified as a "Public Official 1," because McCluskie was working as Becerra's chief of staff at that time and had been his longtime employee, as described in the court filings.
McCluskie had been tasked by Becerra with ensuring that the funds in the dormant campaign account, which he had accumulated while serving in public office in California, were monitored by a third party while he was serving as a federal official, according to the indictment. Williamson is accused of conspiring with McCluskie "to steal money from Public Official 1's dormant campaign accounts for McCluskie's own benefit."
The money was covertly funneled through companies controlled by Williamson and others "to hide the money's origin and avoid detection," according to the indictment. It was disguised as pay to McCluskie's spouse for a no-show job and transferred into an account controlled by McCluskie, the indictment states.
Law enforcement officials allege that Williamson and McCluskie intentionally misrepresented and concealed facts from Becerra -- representing that the money from the dormant campaign accounts was being used for consulting services.
Williamson entered a not-guilty plea at a court hearing Wednesday. She did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
McCluskie signed a guilty plea for conspiracy to commit bank and wire fraud on Oct. 30, according to a copy of the plea agreement. He could not be reached for comment.
Becerra said in a statement that "the news today of formal accusations of impropriety by a long-serving trusted adviser are a gut punch."
"I have voluntarily cooperated with the U.S. Department of Justice in their investigation, and will continue to do so," Becerra said in the statement. "As California's former Attorney General, I fully comprehend the importance of allowing this investigation and legal process to run its course through our justice system."
A Newsom spokesperson noted in a statement that Williamson "no longer serves in this administration."
"While we are still learning details of the allegations, the Governor expects all public servants to uphold the highest standards of integrity," the spokesperson said. "At a time when the President is openly calling for his Attorney General to investigate his political enemies, it is especially important to honor the American principle of being innocent until proven guilty in a court of law by a jury of one's peers."
In addition to the alleged scheme involving the dormant campaign account, Williamson was accused of submitting false information, including fraudulent backdated contracts, to the government to obtain a loan from the Paycheck Protection Program and of improperly writing off hundreds of thousands of dollars of personal expenses on her federal income tax returns.
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How every House member voted on the bill to reopen the government
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Foreign Policy
U.S. allies distance themselves from Trump's Caribbean military strikes
Secretary of State Marco Rubio, appearing at a G-7 gathering in Canada, brushed off foreign concerns about the military operation's legality.

From left, French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot; his Canadian counterpart, Anita Anand; and U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio attend Tuesday's Group of Seven foreign ministers' meeting in Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario. (Mandel Ngan/AP)


By Adam Taylor | 2025-11-13
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, Ontario -- Key U.S. allies overtly distanced themselves this week from the Trump administration's military campaign in Latin America, with some casting doubt on the legality of America's deadly unilateral actions.
Speaking to reporters at the start of the Group of Seven ministerial meeting, French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot offered the clearest rejection of the U.S. administration's dramatic action to combat drug trafficking, stating Tuesday that his country was troubled by "military operations in the Caribbean region" because they "violate international law" and could lead to escalation in the region, where France holds territories.
On Wednesday, Canadian foreign minister Anita Anand, who hosted the gathering, made clear her country has had nothing to do with the run of military strikes that since early September have killed at least 75 people.
She told reporters here that United States was "using its own intelligence" to conduct the attacks on alleged drug smuggling boats in the Caribbean Sea and eastern Pacific Ocean. Canada, she said unequivocally, has "no involvement." Asked whether her government believed the U.S. attacks were legal, Anand demurred, saying Canada strives to comply with international law.
"I would say," she added, "that it is within the purview of U.S. authorities to make that determination."
The G-7 coincided with reports that Britain, another key European ally, has paused some intelligence sharing with the United States due to concerns about the legality of the Trump administration's activities, and as Colombia -- long an essential partner in combating the Latin American drug trade -- halted all such cooperation over what its president said was a "human rights" imperative.
British officials have not publicly addressed the matter, stating they do not comment on intelligence issues. Secretary of State Marco Rubio vaguely dismissed the issue in brief remarks Wednesday, saying a related CNN report was a "false story." He offered few other details.
"We have very strong partnerships with the U.K. and other countries," Rubio said. He added that nothing had changed "that has impeded in any way our ability to do what we're doing" in the Caribbean.
The top U.S. diplomat added that he had not discussed the strikes in Latin America with his G-7 counterparts and brushed off any foreign concern about the military operation's legality.
"The European Union doesn't get to determine what international law is," Rubio said when apprised by a reporter that the E.U.'s foreign policy chief, Kaja Kallas, was among those who had questioned the legality of the administration's actions in Latin America. "They certainly don't get to determine how the United States defends its national security."
Rubio, who has returned to Washington now that his meetings with fellow diplomats have concluded, has faced a host of questions about America's foreign policy in President Donald Trump's second term. The two-day G-7 meeting, being held just a 15-minute drive from the U.S. border, has been called a celebration of multilateralism by its Canadian hosts. Yet many of the allies gathered here are distant from the United States on several fronts, left out of the administration's unilateral approach.
U.S.-Canada talks broke down last month when Trump took offense to an anti-tariff advertisement by Ontario's provincial government. The Ukraine war, a core focus for diplomats here, continues to rage while Trump's bid to directly negotiate a peace with Russian President Vladimir Putin has foundered.
"We firmly believe that continued collective pressure on Russia is necessary," Anand said as she announced new economic measures targeting Putin's war machine, including sanctions on drone makers and 100 vessels from Russia's "shadow fleet."
And while many G-7 nations celebrated a Trump-brokered ceasefire deal in the Gaza Strip last month, its long-term prospects look increasingly uncertain. The U.S. government is seeking a U.N. Security Council resolution to give a mandate for an international stabilization force in Gaza for at least two years, but administration officials say they are frustrated that other nations are not doing enough.
Rubio, who arrived in Canada late Tuesday, wrote on social media that evening that he was here to work with other nations "to continue our work towards President Trump's mission of enduring peace around the world."
The statement seemed sharply at odds with Trump's campaign of violence in the waters around Latin America. There, his administration has dramatically upended conventional U.S. drug-interdiction efforts and fueled speculation -- by amassing close to 15,000 troops and roughly a dozen warships -- that he is preparing to order a direct attack on Venezuela.
Trump himself has sent mixed signals about his intentions. He said, "I doubt it; I don't think so," when asked in a recent "60 Minutes" interview whether he intends to start a war in Venezuela. Yet when pressed if the U.S. would carry out land strikes as part of his military campaign in the region, as he has mused repeatedly, the president balked, telling the interviewer, "I don't talk to a reporter about whether or not I'm going to strike."
Since early September, Trump administration officials have disclosed 19 strikes on small boats in the Caribbean and eastern Pacific. They have accused the victims of being smugglers, but to date have not made public any evidence verifying who was on the targeted boats and what they were hauling.
Experts on the laws of war contend that the Trump administration's activities are illegal because the small vessels being targeted are carrying civilians allegedly involved in the commercial sale of drugs, not in armed hostilities against the U.S. or its citizens. The administration has rejected such assertions, but that has done little, it appears, to assuage the concern of stalwart allies like France, and for Rubio it made for an awkward reception among his G-7 counterparts.
Trump's own relationship with the G-7, an elite multilateral club of advanced democracies that has met since the 1970s, has long been rocky. The U.S. leader felt he was repeatedly chided by leaders like Germany's Angela Merkel during his first term as president. Trump also has repeatedly put forward the unpopular suggestion that Russia should be allowed to rejoin the collective. (It was expelled after seizing Crimea from Ukraine in 2014.)
Earlier this year, Rubio had disappointed his Canadian hosts at the ministerial by skipping a set of trust-building activities that included roasting marshmallows. And at a G-7 leaders summit over the summer, Trump surprised allies by announcing that he and Rubio were leaving early from the ski resort town of Banff, Alberta, citing the risk of conflict between Israel and Iran.
Throughout his second term, Trump has belittled the Canadian government by saying America's northern neighbor should abandon its independence and become the "51st state." Speaking to reporters Tuesday, Anand said that Rubio "has not raised [this issue] with me verbatim or even insinuated it."
According to readouts from the meeting between Anand and Rubio, the two did not discuss the most contentious issues surrounding trade talks, but focused on other issues, including the wars in Gaza and Ukraine and the ongoing gang violence in Haiti.
Amanda Coletta in Toronto contributed reporting.
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Politics
House effort to force vote on releasing Epstein files can advance 
A discharge petition now has the 218 signatures needed to trigger a vote on releasing more Epstein files.

From left, Reps. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia), Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky) and Ro Khanna (D-California) before a Sept. 3 news conference calling for the release of the Jeffrey Epstein files. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Kadia  Goba, Hannah Knowles | 2025-11-13
A bipartisan House effort to force a vote on releasing more files related to the federal government's investigation into convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein can now move forward.
A discharge petition -- a mechanism by which House lawmakers can circumvent the normal legislative process to compel votes -- received the 218th signature needed to force a vote on the Epstein files on Wednesday. The newly sworn-in Rep. Adelita Grijalva (D-Arizona) provided the final signature, adding her name to a list of lawmakers that includes all 214 Democrats and four Republicans: Reps. Marjorie Taylor Greene (Georgia), Lauren Boebert (Colorado), Nancy Mace (South Carolina) and Thomas Massie (Kentucky).
"That's what the American people expect us to do: fight for them. That is why I will sign the discharge petition right now to release the Epstein files," Grijalva said in a speech after being sworn in. "Justice cannot wait another day."
Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) said Wednesday that he plans to hold a vote on releasing the files next week "as soon as we get back." The House is scheduled to recess after taking a vote Wednesday evening that would end the shutdown.
Massie introduced the petition alongside Rep. Ro Khanna (D-California) in July, and the lawmakers have agitated for greater transparency around the Epstein case, including by participating in a news conference with about a dozen of Epstein's victims in early September.
Massie accused the White House of "scrambling" on Wednesday to stop the vote from happening but declined to say exactly what actions he believed it was taking.
"I'm little bit troubled that we're trying to undo a shutdown here, and the most important thing at the White House was trying to stop a vote on releasing the Epstein files," he said.
Now that the petition has 218 signatures, House rules require Johnson to bring the Epstein-related measure to the floor after a period of seven legislative days; he can bring up the measure earlier, as he has pledged to do. The vote is expected to be a politically fraught one; some Republican members have been trying to avoid the Epstein issue since before the August recess.
If enacted, the measure would require the attorney general to "release all documents and records in possession of the Department of Justice relating to Jeffrey Epstein," minus identifiable information of the victims, within 30 days of the bill's enactment.
Khanna said Wednesday that he was confident the measure would succeed in the House: "I think we could get 40 to 50 Republicans [to vote for the measure] once it's on the floor of the House," he told reporters ahead of Grijalva's swearing in.
However, even if the legislation succeeds in the House, there is no guarantee of it leading to the full release of the Epstein files in the Justice Department's possession. The bill would need to pass the Senate and be signed into law by President Donald Trump. Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) and Trump have not expressed interest in advancing the legislation.
"I don't know what their bill does over there, but I think that the Justice Department has released a lot of the information, and I've encouraged them to be as transparent as possible," Thune said as the petition began to rapidly gain signatures in September. "There's thousands of pages that have already been released."
The discharge petition's success was a striking defeat for Johnson who has repeatedly criticized Massie and Khanna's effort as "moot" and "unnecessary."
Johnson has encouraged his conference to support the work of the House Oversight Committee, which is in the midst of its own months-long inquiry into Epstein. A resolution in support of the Oversight investigation passed in early September.
The Oversight Committee has released a number of documents obtained during the course of its probe. These include a book of birthday greetings said to be from prominent Epstein associates that had a note signed "Donald." (Trump denies the note was from him and has sued the two Wall Street Journal reporters who first wrote about the note, as well as Dow Jones, News Corp, and Rupert Murdoch. The suit is ongoing.)
Among other items, the committee has also released a federal non-prosecution agreement Epstein entered into; more than 33,000 pages of documents the federal government amassed in its Epstein investigation (Democrats have argued that most of these files were publicly available); flight logs and lists of appointments; as well as the transcripts of interviews the committee conducted with figures seen as having insight into investigations into Epstein.
Lawmakers supporting the discharge petition say the effort led by Massie and Khanna will result in the release of a more comprehensive set of documents than the Oversight inquiry.
Although Trump has been dismissive of efforts to release more Epstein files, referring to calls for greater public access as a "Democrat hoax that never ends," House Republicans face pressure from their base over the documents.
Questions about Epstein's death and activities have abounded on the right. Information that Trump's Justice Department released about Epstein in July -- including a memo that stated that Epstein died by suicide and that no list naming powerful associates who may have engaged in improper behavior with minors exists -- did not quiet the concerns of large parts of the GOP base.
House Republicans and Democrats alike have said they face questions about the Epstein files from constituents. And women who have accused Epstein of abuse have also increased pressure on Congress to act. At their September news conference, several of Epstein's victims asked lawmakers to support the Massie and Khanna effort and called for all Epstein files to be released.
Theodoric Meyer, Liz Goodwin and Paul Kane contributed to this report.
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Virginia Politics
Why Virginia senators Kaine and Warner were split on vote to end shutdown
The split of the longtime allies highlights how the changing politics of Virginia and the Democratic Party have scrambled conventional wisdom in surprising ways.

Sens. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia) and Mark R. Warner (D-Virginia) cross paths after a vote on Capitol Hill in 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Teo Armus | 2025-11-13
For more than two decades, Sens. Tim Kaine and Mark R. Warner seemingly found little to disagree about during their parallel rise through the ranks of Virginia politics.
The two Democrats, who served as back-to-back governors in Richmond during the 2000s and then came to Capitol Hill a few years later, often speak in a unified voice on both regional and national matters. They have taken united stances on such matters as the Trump administration's tariffs and federal worker job cuts.
But this week, the allies split on a major tactical decision: whether to work with Republicans to end the longest federal government shutdown in U.S. history.
In a development that surprised and angered some liberal voters, it was Kaine -- often seen as the further left of the two lawmakers -- who struck a deal with the GOP to reopen the government, along with seven other members of the Senate Democratic Caucus.
Warner, meanwhile, was one of 40 senators who stuck to the Democratic Party line and refused to approve a spending plan without extended health care subsidies for millions of Americans.
That split highlights how the changing politics of both Virginia and the Democratic Party have scrambled conventional wisdom in ways that surprised even the most attentive of observers.
"If you told me there's a progressive and a moderate [representing the commonwealth] who voted in different ways, I'd come up with the exact opposite of what happened," said Mark Rozell, dean of the Schar School of Policy and Government at George Mason University.
He suspected that election timing -- Warner is up for reelection next year, while Kaine is not on the ballot until 2030 -- might help explain their divergent choices.
But with some other Virginia Democrats -- including Gov.-elect Abigail Spanberger -- signaling their support for Kaine's move, Rozell said the divide between the two is emblematic of intraparty tensions over the shutdown that could carry into next year.
"There's going to be a good deal of infighting within the party over this action," he said, "which distracts somewhat from focusing on the [GOP] and the Trump administration."
Democrats presented a united front earlier this year when they refused to approve a federal budget that would not extend pandemic-era tax credits that lower the cost of health insurance for millions of Americans. Any spending plan requires 60 votes to pass in the upper chamber, where the GOP holds a 53-47 majority over Democrats and the two independents who caucus with the party.
The stalemate led to a shutdown that has dragged on since Oct. 1, one that eventually began to imperil food assistance benefits, delay thousands of flights and leave federal employees without pay. Virginia has more than 850,000 residents in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, known as SNAP or food stamps, and one of the country's largest concentrations of federal workers and contractors.
Kaine, six other Democrats and one independent who caucuses with the party bartered a deal with GOP leaders over the weekend, agreeing to approve the budget as long as the deal reversed layoffs the Trump administration attempted to implement during the shutdown and prevented additional layoffs through Jan. 30. Kaine, who called it a "moratorium on mischief," was one of the last to sign on.
Speaking to reporters in a Zoom call on Monday, he also cast the deal as a way to pay federal workers while at least securing a vote on the health care subsidies -- a matter that could prove politically volatile for Republicans in next year's congressional midterm elections.
There's no guarantee of extending those Affordable Care Act tax credits, Kaine said, "but we have a guarantee of a very high-stakes debate and vote on the Senate floor in the full view of the American public, without the background noise of shutdown consequences drowning out the critical nature of the health care debate."
Warner said in a statement explaining his stance that he appreciated protections preventing future layoffs, echoing some of Kaine's logic. But he nonetheless stuck to the message pushed by top Democratic leaders.
"I cannot support a deal that still leaves millions of Americans wondering how they are going to pay for their health care or whether they will be able to afford to get sick," Warner said in a statement.
Kaine and Warner appeared on the same ballot just once, in 2001, when Warner -- a onetime party chairman who had quietly been building up an electoral base in Southwest Virginia -- was elected governor and Kaine, then the mayor of Richmond, became lieutenant governor.
As they gained broader recognition and then began serving in the Senate together, it would have been hard to guess that they would end up on opposite sides of such a crucial and closely-watched agreement.

Kaine, center, and Warner, right, celebrate Kaine's reelection in 2018 in Falls Church. (Pete Marovich/For The Washington Post)


Stephen Farnsworth, a political science professor at the University of Mary Washington, pointed out that the other seven senators who signed on to the deal with the GOP have either announced they won't be seeking reelection or, like Kaine, will not face voters in next year's elections.
"Elected officials who are further from their next election are less concerned by political considerations and more focused on what they see as the best policies," Farnsworth said.
The opposite is true, he said, for Warner. A business-friendly Democrat in line with Virginia's traditionally moderate leanings, he came within less than one percentage point of losing his seat in 2014 -- a nearly career-ending outcome that some attributed to Obamacare's sagging popularity, while others said it was a result of Warner's failure to rally the base.
Warner was one of the moderate senators who took part in the "talking stick gang" that helped quickly end a 2018 shutdown. But he is up for election again next year in a much bluer Virginia, so giving the party's left flank reason to oppose him would be an easy way to hurt his chances, Farnsworth said.
Stewing frustration with the Democratic establishment has yielded some aggressive Senate primary battles in states such as Maine and Michigan between centrist party stalwarts and liberals looking to shake up the system, in some cases from outside the ranks of elected office.
"I doubt that this vote will be a major concern for anybody running for office five years from now, but it could certainly impact candidates who are facing a primary in eight months," Farnsworth said.
That reality is in and of itself another reflection of how Virginia has changed since both Kaine and Warner entered office, political observers said.
While most of the others who joined Kaine represent perennial battleground states such as Nevada and New Hampshire, Virginia is no longer on that list. The commonwealth has not voted to put a Republican in the White House since 2004.
Two Republicans, including state Sen. Bryce E. Reeves (Orange), are seeking the nomination to challenge Warner in the general election, but the real electoral test will instead come in a potential primary.
Still, that didn't stop the two Senate allies -- who said they spoke extensively about their decisions on the deal before Sunday -- from saying they respected each other's logic.
Kaine, who has noted that "reasonable people could disagree," told reporters during the Zoom call: "You know, the issue for all the Democrats was, 'Was this enough?' Some of us concluded it was, and some of us concluded that it wasn't."
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Politics
White House says the October jobs report may never be released
The last time a shutdown delayed a jobs report was in October 2013, when the report was delayed by a few weeks.

White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt takes a questions during a press briefing at the White House on Wednesday. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Alec Dent | 2025-11-13
White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said Wednesday that key inflation and jobs data for October will "likely never" be released due to the government shutdown.
Speaking at a news briefing, Leavitt sought to blame Democrats for the more than 40 day government shutdown, which she said "may have permanently damaged the federal statistical system with October [consumer price index] and jobs reports likely never being released."
Leavitt added that the economic data that is released "will be permanently impaired."
The last time a shutdown delayed a jobs report was in October 2013, when the report was delayed by a few weeks. This time, the Labor Department said it would not collect or release economic data during the shutdown. Without economic data, economists on Wall Street and at the Federal Reserve have struggled to get a read on the state of the economy, a complication at any time, but particularly as the Fed considers lowering interest rates further.
In the absence of official government data, private firms have stepped in to try to measure the state of the labor market. They have found that hiring seems to be slowing, while layoffs reached recession-like levels in October.
The Trump administration has had a hostile relationship with the Bureau of Labor Statistics, which oversees the monthly jobs reports and tracks inflation through the consumer price index. Earlier this year, President Donald Trump fired Erika McEntarfer, the commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, accusing her without evidence of releasing "faked" jobs numbers after several negative BLS jobs reports.
Trump's initial nominee to replace her, E.J. Antoni, said publicly that he believed monthly jobs reports should be suspended. Antoni's nomination was withdrawn amid concerns he didn't have enough support in the Senate to be confirmed, and a successor to McEntarfer still has not been appointed.
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Politics
Rep. Adelita Grijalva sworn in, setting up vote on release of Epstein files
The ceremony ended a seven-week standoff with House Speaker Mike Johnson that left Grijalva unable to fully represent Arizona's 7th Congressional District in Washington. 

House Speaker Mike Johnson takes part in a ceremonial swearing-in event with Rep. Adelita Grijalva (D-Arizona) at the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Anna Liss-Roy | 2025-11-13
House Speaker Mike Johnson swore Rep. Adelita Grijalva (D-Arizona) into office on Wednesday, 50 days after she won the seat her late father had held, ending a seven-week standoff over Grijalva's ability to fully represent her roughly 813,000 constituents during a historic government shutdown.
Grijalva entered the chamber for her first official day of work to a standing ovation from her Democratic colleagues, who swarmed the congresswoman-elect for more than 10 minutes to greet her and exchange hugs. They leaped to their feet again as she stepped to the front of the chamber and placed her hand on the Bible. She recited the oath to a room filled mostly with her Democratic colleagues. Republican seats were largely empty -- the first votes weren't until 5 p.m. "A-DE-LIT-A!" her colleagues chanted as she walked up to the podium to speak.
In her first remarks as a member of Congress, Grijalva lambasted Johnson, who stood feet behind her, for his delay in swearing her in. "This is an abuse of power. One individual should not be able to unilaterally obstruct the swearing in of a duly elected member of Congress for political reasons," she said. Grijalva's three children stood in the gallery above, watching their mother step into the shoes of their grandfather.
Then, to cheers, Grijalva walked over to sign a petition that would clear a path for a vote to demanding the Justice Department release its files on the deceased sex offender Jeffrey Epstein, with the leaders of the effort, Reps. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky) and Ro Khanna (D-California) behind her.
"Justice cannot wait another day," Grijalva said.
Grijalva, 55, won her election on Sept. 23, eight days before the government closed on Oct. 1. But Johnson has kept the chamber out of session since Sept. 19 in an effort to pressure Senate Democrats to pass a GOP funding extension. There is no rule against swearing in a member during a pro forma session; earlier this year, Johnson delivered oaths for two Republican members when the House was not in session.
He declined to do that for Grijalva, whose addition to the House  gave  lawmakers the numbers they needed to advance the petition. Democrats had attempted to use her plans to support the measure to shame Johnson into administering her oath. He denied his delay was related to Epstein.
Over the last two months, Grijalva launched a full-scale campaign to pressure Johnson to swear her in. While she remained in political limbo, the constituents of Arizona's 7th Congressional District -- including several tribal nations that depend on federal resources -- were left without representation in the House as the government shutdown dragged on.
Grijalva vowed to make her battle a public one. She visited Capitol Hill, released a steady stream of social media content and appeared on TV, arguing Johnson's delays amounted to obstruction. She and other Democrats who charged Johnson with delaying the oath also took their accusations a step further, alleging he was unwilling to reconvene lawmakers because he did not want material related to Epstein made public.
Grijalva's colleagues rallied behind her: a group of House Democrats marched to Johnson's office, chanting for her to be sworn in. Two Democratic senators held a news conference outside the speaker's office. Even a couple of Republicans expressed skepticism about Johnson's delays. "She should be sworn in," Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (Georgia), who was also one of the few Republicans to sign onto the Epstein discharge petition, said during an appearance on CNN's "The Source."
But only when Johnson called members back to D.C. to take up the vote to fund the government Wednesday did he schedule her swearing-in.
House Democrats released several emails from Epstein earlier Wednesday, including one that claimed President Donald Trump had "spent hours" at Epstein's house with one of his sex trafficking victims. Trump has denied any wrongdoing in relation to the Epstein case and has dismissed questions probing his past relationship to the financier, who died in his jail cell in 2019.
Grijalva's father, the late Rep. Raul Grijalva, held the seat for 12 terms. He was a leader on immigration policy and expanding protection for public lands and a fervent supporter of Indigenous communities.
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Courts & Law
Former aide to N.Y. governors operated as agent for China, prosecutors say
Federal officials accuse Linda Sun of secretly helping the Chinese government while working in senior positions for New York state government.

Former New York Governor Kathy Hochul aide Linda Sun and her husband, Chris Hu, leave Brooklyn Federal Court after their arraignment on Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (Corey Sipkin/AP)


By Shayna Jacobs | 2025-11-12
NEW YORK -- A former top aide to Gov. Kathy Hochul (D) and former governor Andrew M. Cuomo (D) operated as an unregistered agent of the Chinese government and made millions while selling her influence, including during the most critical part of the covid-19 pandemic, federal prosecutors said Wednesday.
Linda Sun and her husband, Chris Hu, sold Sun's influence in exchange for lucrative kickbacks like payments, travel, tickets to performances and at least a dozen salted ducks, a specialty of the Nanjing region, federal lawyers told jurors during opening statements at U.S. District Court in Brooklyn.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Amanda Shami said Sun "betrayed the state of New York for the Chinese government to enrich herself."
Shami said Sun was a key player in New York's response to the pandemic, tasked with procuring desperately needed masks, sanitizers and ventilators from overseas. In that role, she steered contracts worth millions to her cousin and another associate, according to the U.S. attorney's office.
"Her loyalty was for sale," Shami said. "Public servants are meant to serve the public."
Sun also forged Hochul's signature on documentation regarding a planned visit from a Chinese delegation when she was lieutenant governor, prosecutors said.
Sun is charged with violations of the Foreign Agents Registration Act, visa fraud, alien smuggling and money laundering conspiracy, among other counts. Her husband's charges include money laundering conspiracy to commit bank fraud and misuse of identification.
Sun and Su have denied the charges.
Hu is alleged to have laundered the couple's profits from bribes using his businesses and bank accounts. The profits and payoffs related to various state contracts were allegedly tracked on a spreadsheet maintained on a personal computer owned by the couple. The couple owned a $3.6 million home on Long Island and a $2 million condo in Hawaii.
Lawyers for Sun and Hu argued that the case lacks any substantial evidence and relies on assumptions about the nature of the couple's finances and Sun's work.
Jarrod Schaeffer, an attorney for Sun, said in court that the former state official, who worked in high-ranking government roles including director of Asian affairs and deputy commissioner for strategic business development between 2015 and 2023, "did what she was hired to do." That involved having dealings with the Chinese consulate, Schaeffer said.
As a liaison to the Chinese community, Schaeffer said, Sun was supposed to "cultivate relationships to avoid alienating Chinese Americans who unsurprisingly have connections to China."
"She was working around-the-clock for her fellow New Yorkers," Schaeffer said, adding that she worked to "locate tens of thousands of ventilators" to be sent to New York from China and was expected to use her contacts to help manage the personal protective equipment crisis.
Hu's attorney, Nicole Boeckmann, described him as a hardworking and successful immigrant. "Working hard and becoming successful does not mean you're a criminal," Boeckmann said.
Boeckmann said any connections the couple had to personal protective equipment contract recipients was not an indication of corruption. At the time, Cuomo was "on the news every day begging for" help obtaining such supplies.
Cuomo resigned from office in 2021 following allegations of sexual harassment and was replaced by Hochul, who was elected to the office in 2022. Cuomo recently lost a race for New York mayor.
The trial is expected to last several weeks.
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Opinions
The post-Charlie Kirk ugliness was on display at Berkeley
I was a panelist for a Turning Point USA event greeted by nasty, misguided protests. 

Protesters face off against police outside a Turning Point USA campus tour event at the University of California at Berkeley on Monday. (Noah Berger/AP) 


By Andrew Doyle | 2025-11-13
Andrew Doyle is the author of "Free Speech and Why It Matters" and "The New Puritans."
The dark void of ideological thinking has rarely been more evident than in the celebrations following the assassination of Charlie Kirk. Even committed leftists were horrified to witness the sheer relish expressed online from those who seemed oddly eager to advertise their lack of basic humanity. The ugliness was still evident this week at the University of California at Berkeley. Turning Point USA -- the organization that Kirk had founded and helmed -- held an event on campus, in defiance of those who gloated over his death, that would have been the final stop of the college tour Kirk was on when he was killed.
I was invited to appear as a panelist for the evening, along with the comedian Rob Schneider, the atheist philosopher Peter Boghossian and the Christian apologist Frank Turek. We had an enjoyable time fielding questions from the audience and discussing our shared commitment to liberty despite our many other differences. It was, as expected, a jovial and good-natured exchange of ideas.
Outside, things were not so serene. Protesters had gathered early, threatening attendees and obstructing them as they tried to enter the building. While backstage, I was shown footage that was being shared online of pyrotechnics being ignited, glass containers being thrown, attempts to break through barriers, and attendees scattering as a car was apparently made to backfire to create the illusion of gunshots.
While the speakers inside at the event unanimously emphasized a commitment to nonviolence and open dialogue, the mob outside appeared set on menacing anyone suspected of being a ticket holder. One Turning Point supporter's necklace was snatched by a protester, according to police -- he later charged with assault and robbery -- and a bloody brawl ensued when the victim tried to retrieve his property. In a video of the incident, you can hear someone gleefully calling out: "You're bleeding, white boy."
A distinction must be drawn between the throwing of glass objects and the punching of attendees, and the otherwise peaceful but obnoxious behavior of the protesters. Those who assembled to chant "f--- your dead homie," exalting in Kirk's murder, were perfectly entitled to do so. It's reminiscent of the tactics of the Westboro Baptist Church, who would routinely picket the funerals of dead soldiers to goad their grieving families. But one cannot help but wonder: How could a moral compass become so irreparably broken?
Most of the protesters appeared to have misinterpreted the Turning Point event as a fascist rally. A group calling itself the "Revolutionary Student Organization" had unfurled a large banner that called on the like-minded to "drown fascism in a sea of resistance." Some self-proclaimed "anti-fascists" berated police officers. "Kill yourselves," the officers were told. One protester yelled out: "You have a gun, use it wisely." A flier was distributed by a group called "By Any Means Necessary" encouraging allies to "end fascist Turning Point's youth-oriented campaign of incitement to violence."
It is difficult to know where to begin with such fantasists. If they wish to take issue with the key tenets of Turning Point -- free market capitalism, limited government, national pride, individual liberty and Christian values -- their case would be stronger if they addressed its actual priorities. Simply reimagining mainstream conservative principles as modern fascism is rhetorically feeble and historically illiterate.
Fascism was a uniquely evil creed of the early 20th century: It demanded a one-party state, the silencing or slaughter of opponents, ethno-jingoism and the worship of the state. The term is so often misapplied that it ought now to be retired, but it has become too useful as an all-purpose political cudgel. In this Manichaean dreamscape of heroes and villains, accuracy is unlikely to prevail.
My experiences at Berkeley left me feeling a sense of hopelessness, that we are dealing here with a form of hysteria that might never be quelled. How have we reached the point where armed police are at all necessary at a discussion event at a university? How is it that 1 in 3 U.S. students now believe that violence is sometimes acceptable to silence a speaker on campus? Why are so many content to occupy a make-believe world in which free speech is detested and Nazis are goose-stepping in every shadow?
The thought kept crossing my mind as I sat onstage with Rob Schneider, whose cinematic back catalogue is far closer to the Marx Brothers than "Triumph of the Will." At one point, while Frank Turek and Peter Boghossian were chatting amiably, it struck me as refreshing to hear two people with such antithetical worldviews relishing the chance to converse. There wasn't a fascist in sight. Had any actual fascists been invited to speak, I would have had no interest in appearing.
One self-proclaimed antifa supporter at least made the effort to engage in dialogue. During the Q&A section of the event, he walked to the head of the queue and directed a sneering question at Schneider in which he accused him of being "retarded." (Don't these people prohibit "ableist" slurs?) His cause would have been better served had he attempted a more forensic and levelheaded criticism, rather than immediately surrendering the intellectual and moral high ground. But at least he wasn't throwing bottles and punches.
After attempting some genial sparring with the angry young man, Schneider came around to the most effective approach. He walked to the edge of the stage and held out his hand. This appeared to alarm the extensive security staff guarding the stage, but it was worth the risk. After some deliberation, his detractor took his hand and Schneider said: "I wish you all the best. Thank you. God bless you." It was a powerful moment, and a reminder that -- despite the hysteria of this interminable culture war -- we're all going to have to relearn the art of conversation and debate.
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This rising House Democrat is a voice for the angry middle
Why I'm keeping an eye on the political trajectory of Jason Crow, a veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan.

(Stephen Voss/FTWP)


By David Ignatius | 2025-11-13
The day after Democrats swept this month's voting, a group of jubilant Democratic congressional candidates gathered on Capitol Hill to listen to Rep. Jason Crow (D-Colorado) explain how they could triumph in next year's midterm elections, too.
Crow, dressed in jeans, boots and an open-necked shirt, urged them to campaign next year as if they were running for mayor: Be local, be authentic, don't listen too much to campaign consultants, he argued, and be ready to separate from an often-unpopular national Democratic Party brand.
At times, Crow sounded as though he was talking to the Army paratroopers he commanded in Iraq in 2003. "Take risks. Be bold. If something doesn't work, move on," he said. "Be authentic. Be independent. Courage is contagious. So be the leader, and others will follow." That had resonance because Crow has seen some of the most intense military combat of any current politician.
Crow illustrates a new approach -- let's call it the angry middle -- that could dispel the sour taste many Democrats feel after this week's retreat by Senate moderates to end the government shutdown without a win on health care. He told me this capitulation was a "massive mistake." But at the same time, he credits President Donald Trump for connecting with working people, changing trade policies and trying to avoid no-win wars like the ones Crow fought in Iraq and Afghanistan.
The gathering at the National Democratic Club was a snapshot of how Crow thinks the party can return to its working-class, pro-defense roots -- while also mobilizing young voters seeking change. The group arrayed around him included a farmer, a part-time waitress, an emergency room doctor and a half-dozen veterans. They all said they planned to follow Crow's advice and focus on local issues -- and they all seemed convinced that their GOP-held districts were "flippable."

Crow, second from left, prepares for a news conference to introduce the No Political Enemies Act at the Capitol on Sept. 18. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


Rebecca Cooke, 38, the waitress from Eau Claire, Wisconsin, told me that the first office she ever held was president of her 4-H club. "You can't manufacture authenticity," she explained. "I'm not getting my talking points from the leadership. I'm getting them from listening to people." She's one of 30 or so candidates whom Crow plans to support with his Service First political action committee.
I've been spending time with Crow -- we've done a half-dozen interviews over the past few months -- because I think he should be taken more seriously as a leader in the Democratic Party, perhaps even a presidential candidate. One sign of his rising profile is that he was supported by House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (New York) to be a co-chair of 2026 candidate recruitment for the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee. In our conversations, he seemed like someone who might bridge the huge gap between the party's centrist and progressive factions.
David Axelrod, who was a chief adviser to Barack Obama during his 2008 and 2012 presidential campaigns, offers this assessment: "The last House member to jump to the White House was James A. Garfield in 1880. But in a wide-open race, Crow would be an intriguing candidate."
Axelrod argues that leaders with working-class, military backgrounds can help the party rebuild its base. "As Democrats became more urban and college-educated, they approached working people as missionaries and anthropologists," he contends. "They need to connect with these folks, genuinely and respectfully, and challenge a system they feel is tilted against them.
"Crow feels that. He expresses it. It's reflected in the kinds of candidates he's trying to recruit," he said.

Crow attends a House Foreign Affairs Committee hearing on March 19, 2024, to question retired generals on the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


Crow bluntly described this Democratic Party failure during one of our conversations: "There is a perception that Democrats talk down to certain folks in this country. There is a perception that Democrats are weak and scared of their own shadow, and you see that playing out in elections. We have lost vast swaths of rural America and working-class America, largely because of the way we've communicated with folks."
Crow's task over the next year will be helping to find candidates who can flip the roughly 35 Republican-held districts that party strategists see as winnable. He cautions that this will require intense local focus: "Folks in those districts are not going to go to the ballot box and say, 'Wow, the Democrats are just totally crushing it right now.' ... You win by having great candidates with local messages."
Crow's personal story amplifies his pitch. He grew up in a working-class family in Wisconsin, the grandson of a bricklayer. He joined the National Guard to help pay for college and moved to active duty as a private after 9/11. He then became an officer, a paratrooper and a Ranger -- perhaps the pinnacle of the U.S. Army -- and was deployed to Iraq in 2003 with the fabled 82nd Airborne Division.

Crow in Rock Creek Park. (Stephen Voss/For The Washington Post) 


Crow was tapped to parachute into Baghdad and help seize the airport when the war started. When that mission was scrapped as too dangerous, he instead led an infantry platoon northwest from Nasiriyah to Baghdad. Along the way, his unit faced some of the most intense fighting of the invasion in the Battle of Samawah, where Saddam Hussein's supporters were entrenched.
That battle is still hard for Crow to discuss, but here's what he would say on the record: "It was excruciatingly difficult to tell the difference between, you know, a combatant and a civilian. And we didn't always get it right. And that's a really hard reality for a lot of soldiers to deal with."
Crow took a breath and continued: "Talking about lethality and killing and blowing people up -- you know, it's usually true that people who talk like that and pound their chest are the ones that did the least. ... You can't be asked to do things like that, which are not normal parts of the human experience, and not have that weigh on you pretty heavily." Crow was awarded a Bronze Star for his actions at Samawah.
After Iraq, Crow joined the Joint Special Operations Command, perhaps the nation's most elite combat team, composed of Army Rangers and Delta Force operators and Navy SEALs. He deployed with JSOC twice to Afghanistan as a member of the Joint Strike Force assigned to capture or kill "high-value targets" in al-Qaeda and the Taliban. Much of his work involved intelligence missions against the Haqqani network along the Afghanistan-Pakistan border.

Jason Crow in Afghanistan during his service as an Army Ranger. (Courtesy of Jason Crow)


When he returned home from war, Crow went to law school. He had trouble at first getting his veteran's benefits and realized that others had the same problem, so he began helping vets in Colorado. That gradually led him toward pro bono legal work. When Trump became president in 2017, he decided to follow his mantra to "always go where the fight is" and run for Congress. The next year, he flipped a Republican seat on the southeast edge of Denver, which had been held by a five-term incumbent, and entered the House.
Crow's military service helped him secure seats on the Armed Services and Intelligence committees. But his experience in Iraq and Afghanistan also left him with an antipathy toward interventionist foreign policy that rivals that of Trump's MAGA supporters. He explained in a recent speech: "Americans simply no longer trust the foreign policy establishment in this country. And they shouldn't. Because it's actually failed them in so many remarkable ways."
For a Democratic Party at a crossroads, Crow offers an unusual mix: He's a former Catholic who supports abortion rights; he has been a hunter since he was 12 but advocates gun-safety legislation. He's a decorated warrior who's wary of war; and perhaps most important, he sympathizes with some of Trump's supporters but thinks the president threatens American democracy. Those might seem like contradictions, but they can be bridges, too.

Crow directs fellow members of Congress to put on their smoke respirators as they are evacuated from the House Chamber on Jan. 6, 2021. (Drew Angerer/Getty Images)


When I met Crow several years ago, he described his experience on Jan. 6, 2021. He was with other members who had been moved into the House Chamber for safety. A howling mob was outside, ready to storm the room, and some members feared for their lives. Protecting them were a handful of Capitol Police officers. Crow asked one of them, who had little firearms experience, to hand him his weapon so he could try to protect the group if the worst happened.
Crow seems eager to play a larger role now in opposing Trump. In a House speech in September, he painted a dark picture: "The walls of our democracy are being disassembled, brick by brick. Federal troops are patrolling our streets to intimidate and instill fear. ... They're firing our most experienced generals and admirals who may disagree with the president."
He closed his speech this way: "There's a tradition in the paratroopers, that the leader of the unit jumps out of the plane first and then the others follow. I'm ready to jump."
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What 'no enemies to the right' gets so wrong
The conservative movement needs to draw a red line on antisemitism -- or risk becoming like the left.

Tucker Carlson speaks at the Republican National Convention on July 18, 2024, in Milwaukee. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 


By Marc Thiessen | 2025-11-13
If there is a silver lining to the recent uproar over antisemitism on the right, it is this: The pushback has been inspiring.
While the number of voices willing to defend or excuse Tucker Carlson's softball interview with self-professed "Team Hitler" member Nick Fuentes has been shocking, it has been even more heartening to see how many on the right have spoken out and even given up their jobs to prevent the virus of antisemitism from entering the conservative mainstream.
Which raises a question: Where is this pushback against antisemitism on the left?
While antisemitism exists across the political spectrum, right-wing antisemitism has heretofore been largely a fringe phenomenon. You don't see students and faculty at Ivy League schools holding neo-Nazi rallies. Left-wing antisemitism, by contrast, is an elite phenomenon. We see it in the pro-Hamas protests at our nation's most prestigious universities. We see it in the halls of Congress, where "Squad" member Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-Minnesota) has spewed virulently antisemitic comments and yet was rewarded with promotion to vice chair of the House Foreign Affairs Committee's human rights subcommittee. We see it in the New York mayoral election of Zohran Mamdani -- who has falsely accused Israel of "apartheid" and won't say that Israel has a right to exist as a Jewish state or condemn the phrase "globalize the intifada," yet was endorsed by House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York).
Had we seen the same resistance to antisemitism on the left that we do on the right today, there would be no Squad on Capitol Hill, no Mayor Mamdani and no pro-Hamas turmoil at elite universities. Unlike the left, conservatives have until now effectively policed our movement, containing the contagion of antisemitism to the fever swamps of the alt-right. If we ever stop doing so, we'll end up like the Democrats today -- captured and cowed by the antisemites they welcomed into their coalition out of political expediency.
That is precisely what those who excuse Carlson's softball platforming of Fuentes want conservatives to do. We have been told that conservatives need to stop fighting "amongst ourselves" and focus on fighting the left. Sorry, fighting Nazis and those who seek to sane-wash them is not fighting "amongst ourselves."
Fuentes is a fascist. On his podcast, he has exulted that while "Hitler was a pedophile and kind of a pagan ... he was also f---ing really cool," yells "Heil Hitler!" and gleefully announces "Hitler is awesome. Hitler was right." He is a Holocaust denier who blatantly declares "the Holocaust didn't happen" -- and yet has called for the extermination of "perfidious Jews" whom he calls "evildoers" and "devil worshipers" who "practice magic or rituals" and "need to be given the death penalty, straight up" when his "Groyper Army" takes power. (He is also "a fan" of Joseph Stalin).
Fuentes has called women "whores," "sluts" and "stupid, dirty bitches" and says "a lot of women want to be raped." He defends racial segregation, declaring "enough with the Jim Crow stuff, who cares? Oh, they had to drink out of a different water fountain, big f---ing deal" and asserts "white people are every single bit justified in being racist."
And for the MAGA faithful, be forewarned: He loathes President Donald Trump, of whom he says: "You suck. You are fat. You are a joke." And he condemns Vice President JD Vance as "A fat race mixer who's married to a jeet who named his son Vivek."
But instead of condemning Carlson for giving this bigot a platform to soft-pedal his venom unopposed, some like Heritage Foundation president Kevin Roberts focused their ire on what he called the "venomous coalition" of conservatives criticizing Carlson who he says are "sowing division." No, it is Carlson who is sowing division by lifting up the flaps of the conservative big tent and trying to let someone like Fuentes in.
This should not be hard: Anyone who associates with or uncritically platforms a Nazi and racist should be anathema to the right.
But for some it is hard. The new slogan among those who excuse Carlson's embrace of Fuentes (along with his bizarre defenses of Vladimir Putin, Nicolas Maduro and -- most recently -- Zohran Mamdani) is "no enemies to the right" -- an appropriation of French Revolution's dictum "no enemies to the left." With respect, the lesson of the French Revolution for conservatives is not that we should emulate the Jacobins. And, sorry, Nick Fuentes is my enemy, and so is anyone for whom Fuentes is not an enemy.
The Carlson-Fuentes defenders claim their critics are engaging in cancel culture. Wrong again. Free speech does not mean freedom from criticism or from the consequences of your speech. You cannot spread racist, antisemitic and misogynistic claptrap and expect that you will not be shunned for doing so.
As for the argument that we should focus our attention on the left, we can't effectively oppose the left if we don't keep our own house in order. Conservatives can't complain that Democrats call us fascists if we let actual fascists into our movement.
If we want to convince the American people to support our cause, then we need to be clear what conservatism stands for -- and what it does not. That requires we keep out Nazis, along with their enablers. These cranks want to hijack the MAGA movement for their own vile purposes. We need to stop them from doing so.
There can and should be vigorous debate among different factions inside the conservative tent. But we must draw a line somewhere -- and it should be self-evident that fascism is over that line. If conservatives can't agree on that, then we will end up like the left -- beholden to antisemites in our midst.
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Beat Russia the smart way. No escalation required.
Give Ukraine military aid and economic support. Give Russia an off-ramp.

A Ukrainian pilot assembles a GARA bomber drone in Pokrovsk on Nov. 2. (Maria Senovilla/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Ron Wahid | 2025-11-13
Ron Wahid is CEO of Magellan Investment Holdings and chairman of the strategic intelligence firm Arcanum.
I recently returned from the embattled city of Pokrovsk, where Ukrainian forces continue to hold the line against overwhelming odds. Their resilience is due to the extraordinary work of the country's intelligence and special forces, which have continued to pull off surprisingly effective asymmetriccal strikes deep behind the front lines. After speaking directly with Gen. Oleksandr Syrsky, commander in chief of the Ukrainian armed forces, I felt assured that Pokrovsk, should it eventually fall, will have cost Russia dearly -- and that Russia will continue to bleed profusely while advancing across every additional meter of Ukrainian land.
But despite the remarkable heroism of Ukraine's fighters, the war's outcome remains uncertain. And American support remains vital. President Donald Trump's recent decision to withhold Tomahawk cruise missiles reflects strategic caution, and was the right call. The United States should continue to help Ukraine defend itself, but providing Tomahawks that are difficult to field and integrate makes no sense. Instead, the focus should be on delivering weapons that are immediately deployable, alongside ramped up economic pressure, to push Moscow to agree to a negotiated end to the hostilities without getting trapped in an escalatory spiral.
Ukraine is proving itself to be exceptionally adaptive. Domestically produced long-range drones have struck deep inside Russia. The daring "Operation Spider Web," in which Ukraine's spy services unleashed a swarm of drones smuggled in on trucks, disabled an estimated 34 percent of Russia's bomber strike force while they were still on the ground. And sea drone operations have rendered the Black Sea fleet impotent. The U.S. should help amplify these emerging strengths. Cooperating on innovations in this sector not only helps Ukraine in its fight today, but also teaches lessons that shape how the U.S. military will confront adversaries in the future.
Ukraine urgently needs more tools that can stop Russian advances on land and disrupt aerial attacks at their source. Fortunately, there are viable systems compatible with Ukraine's existing platforms. The Extended Range Attack Munition (ERAM) missile, which is compatible with Ukraine's F-16s, offers a strike range of approximately 280 miles. Germany's Taurus cruise missiles also reach over 300 miles and are designed to penetrate heavily fortified targets. These weapons would give Ukraine the ability to hit advancing Russian forces, logistics hubs, supply lines and command centers, directly disrupting Russia's ability to sustain offensive operations.
Recent sanctions on Russia's largest oil companies were a welcome first step that should be built upon. The Trump administration's move to block the Swiss commodity trader Gunvor from acquiring the assets of Russian oil company Lukoil, as well as Bulgaria's decision to seize a Russian-owned refinery, have sent shock waves through Moscow's energy industry. The logical next step is implementing secondary sanctions that would discourage foreign entities from purchasing Russian oil.
The danger of piling on pressure is that it tempts both sides to escalate further. Ukraine should therefore pursue a strategy that secures sovereignty while always providing Russia a credible exit option. For example, as a start of negotiations, Ukraine could offer a devolved governance structure for the occupied Donbas region, modeled on the Good Friday Agreement. Under such a plan, Donbas would remain within Ukraine but with significant local autonomy, guaranteed language protections and administration supported by multinational peacekeeping forces. This would prevent the region from becoming a frozen conflict while restoring territorial integrity.
Regardless of the final outcome of talks, accepting any territorial compromise must be paired with securing Ukraine's long-term future with deeper security and economic integration with Western partners. American involvement in any such arrangement is a must. And to lock in the United States, especially as an economic partner, Ukraine must reform. Favoritism and opaque regulations routinely frustrate U.S. firms, making doing business an exercise in endurance rather than opportunity. While fighting corruption is a generational project, abolishing various administrative hurdles is comparatively a low-hanging fruit. Additionally, granting the United States with "most favored nation" status would help transform the relationship into a true partnership.
Ukraine does not need every advanced system imaginable; it needs support that is strategically decisive. The right mix of calculated military aid, targeted sanctions and coordinated diplomacy can secure Ukraine's position without triggering uncontrolled escalation.
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Leaked BBC memo reveals these harsh truths
The document exposes the real peril of state-sponsored media.

A statue of "1984" author George Orwell stands outside BBC headquarters in London. Orwell worked as a producer for the BBC from 1941 to 1943. (Richard Baker/In Pictures via Getty Images)


By Kate Andrews | 2025-11-13
Outside the British Broadcasting Corporation's main headquarters in the heart of London stands a statue of journalist and writer George Orwell smoking a cigarette. Reporters often cluster around to join him in the act, standing in front of the quotation etched into the wall beside the figure: "If liberty means anything at all, it means the right to tell people what they do not want to hear."
According to an internal memo to the BBC's Editorial Guidelines and Standards Board leaked to the Daily Telegraph, it is the national broadcaster that needs to hear some hard truths. And President Donald Trump is making sure it does.
The 19-page memo, written by former Times of London journalist and former external adviser to the board Michael Prescott, details a long list of "troubling matters" related to political and ideological bias within the seemingly impartial public broadcaster. At the top of his list is "doctored" video footage of the president from the Jan. 6, 2021, riot, which aired on a program titled "Trump: A Second Chance?"  a week before the 2024 election. The BBC's investigative documentary arm, Panorama, spliced together comments Trump made an hour apart at the rally before the riot; this act, according to Prescott, "materially misled viewers."
Did Trump's comments from that day really need exaggerating? Could viewers not be trusted to make up their own minds about the president's role in the storming of the Capitol? Perhaps the BBC's editorial staff thought they couldn't. Their doubt has played right into Trump's hands. "These are very dishonest people who tried to step on the scales of a Presidential Election," Trump wrote on Truth Social this week, before escalating into threats of a $1 billion lawsuit against the BBC. "What a terrible thing for Democracy!"
How the tables have turned.
In typical fashion, Trump has made the story about Trump. The BBC's director general, Tim Davie, and news CEO, Deborah Turness, have resigned over the revelations, and the president is claiming victory. But the memo reveals far more about the perils of state-sponsored media: the kind the United States does not know and does not want to know.
Even before NPR and PBS saw their federal funding cut this year, most of their money came from private donors. Not true of the BBC, which relies on a "license fee" -- a tax by any other name -- which you must pay if you are a U.K. resident with a working television, even if you do not watch the BBC.
It is not an innocuous tax. It targets the poor, who receive letters threatening fines and imprisonment if they don't pay and update their license yearly. Nor are they hollow threats: according to the latest statistics provided by the Ministry of Justice, unpaid license fees account for 12 percent of all female prosecutions in Britain.
It does not speak well to the quality of a product if government must force customers to pay for it and threaten vulnerable mothers with jail time if they don't. It reveals a lack of confidence within the higher ranks of the BBC that they have not seriously considered a path to privatization or some kind of cooperative structure that would free them of these troubles.
After all, there is plenty to praise about the BBC's editorial efforts. There is a reason journalists want to work for the broadcaster, pundits crave airtime and politicians sit down with presenters for lengthy grillings: It remains one of the most trusted news organizations with extensive reach. BBC World Service, a global radio program, is considered one of the best news sources in the world, particularly for listeners in countries with no free press. And the BBC hosts some of the most beloved, quintessentially British entertainment programs, such as "Strictly Come Dancing."
Lots of people would happily pay to access these shows voluntarily. But moving to a subscription service would force the monolith to confront the uncomfortable truths buried beneath the Trump stuff in Prescott's memo: mainly pitfalls in accuracy when reporting on social issues and even foreign affairs.
Over the years, viewers have noticed what the Standards Board failed to grasp. It is strange to hear BBC hosts talk around the truth about Hamas -- a consequence of the BBC ruling that the group cannot be referred to as "terrorists." Plenty of viewers quietly laughed when, earlier this year, newscaster Martine Croxall rolled her eyes and reworded "pregnant people" to "women" live on the air. Yet internally, she was found to have broken the rules. And no one has forgotten the BBC's viral tweet in the summer of 2020: "27 police officers injured during largely peaceful anti-racism protests in London." This is how the national broadcaster described people lobbing glass bottles and flares at British police -- the vast majority of whom do not carry guns.
As the BBC navigates the leak and Trump's fury, its friends are being a little too helpful. "The BBC isn't perfect, but it belongs to Britain not Trump," Liberal Democratic Party leader Ed Davey wrote on X. "Political leaders across the UK must unite in defending its independence from the White House."
These comments by Davey -- who sidelined the "liberal" and "Democrat" parts of his party in the last election to go bungee jumping and slip-n-sliding for the media -- are a gift to BBC critics. If politicians are eager to offer a blanket defense of the broadcaster, it is probably not doing a good enough job of holding them to account.
No single media organization can claim to be the arbiter of truth. Competition makes us all better. American media may be bitterly divided, but hearing things you "do not want to hear" sometimes is, as Orwell identified, far better than the alternative.
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Shocked by Trump's profiteering? Here's some perspective.
There are periods in American history when graft was the rule, not the exception.

(Chris Gash/For The Washington Post)


By Zachary Karabell | 2025-11-13
Zachary Karabell writes "The Edgy Optimist" on Substack and is the author of more than a dozen books, including "Chester Alan Arthur," a biography in the American Presidents series.
One of the least debatable aspects of the Donald Trump presidency is that he and his family have been personally profiting from the office. Estimates of the amount they have earned vary, but it is probably in the hundreds of millions to low billions of dollars.
The bulk of the money appears to have come from various cryptocurrency enterprises launched mostly by his sons Eric and Donald Jr., but ample millions have also come from the hundreds of products -- Bibles, guitars, perfume and more -- for sale at the Trump Store and other outlets.
Add to that the transfer of a jumbo jet from the Qatari government and allegations of pardons being granted in exchange for money.
This long list has led to widespread charges that the graft and corruption represent a threat to our democracy. But do they really amount to that?
While the scale of the Trump administration's profiting and self-dealing is a sharp break from the past century, it is not a sharp break from American history.
The Gilded Age is Exhibit A of a time when graft was the rule and not the exception. As the recent Netflix series "Death by Lightning" reminds us, the 1870s and '80s were a time when the idea of politicians' personally and directly profiting from their positions was so unremarkable as to be banal.
The most significant scandal of the day revolved around the Star Routes, private postal service contracts awarded by the Post Office. A group including a prominent senator and the assistant postmaster general, along with multiple other officials, inflated the value of the contracts and then skimmed off the profits to the tune of tens of millions of today's dollars.
But what's truly scandalous about these 19th-century decades is what was legal. So intense was the culture of corruption -- epitomized by the Democratic political machine of New York City known as Tammany Hall -- that one famous politico, New York state senator George Washington Plunkitt, drew a distinction between "honest graft and dishonest graft."
Honest graft meant getting rich from the access and connections and patronage that politics provided; dishonest graft was blackmail. Honest graft was knowing in advance that the government planned to ask for bids on a project and then lining up your own company to get the contracts. Dishonest graft was blackmail, extortion and shaking down opponents for money.
Chester A. Arthur, who was James Garfield's vice president and became president when Garfield died in September 1881, was an exemplar of honest graft. In the 1870s, Arthur was the Collector of the Port of New York, in charge of collecting all taxes on foreign trade in and out of the city. At that time, duties collected at the port constituted nearly half the federal government's revenue. As collector, Arthur was informally entitled to a "moiety" -- a hefty percentage of the duties collected. That made him the highest-paid government official in the country. It would be as if current Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent personally pocketed a portion of all tariff duties.
And then there was patronage. In what was known as the "spoils" system (as in, to the victor go the spoils), most of the jobs in federal and state government were patronage appointments, which rolled over whenever a new party won an election. Garfield's assassin, Charles Guiteau, was described as a disgruntled office seeker -- a non-recipient of a patronage job, though in truth Guiteau suffered more from deep mental instability than lack of federal employment.
In the 1880s, doling out jobs to supporters was the primary perk of high office. Imagine Trump or Joe Biden awarding federal jobs (not to mention contracts) to their millions of volunteers and campaign workers, and imagine that those workers routinely kicked back a portion of their salary to the individuals directly responsible for nominating them for jobs, and you get some idea of the scale of the systemic graft.
All this fell under the rubric of "honest graft." The dishonest kind -- government officials taking direct cash bribes or extorting money -- was also widespread. But nothing compared in scope and scale with what was nominally legal.
By the 1880s, even many who had benefited from the post-Civil War system had second thoughts about the sheer scale of profiteering from government. The first move to check the system came from men like Arthur himself. As president, he signed the Pendleton Act into law in 1883, establishing civil service exams as the path to government jobs. It would be decades before the system fully shifted away from patronage, but the 1880s represented the high-water mark of legalized corruption.
And yet, for all the Sturm and Drang of those decades, you didn't hear constant fervid warnings in the press and elsewhere that democracy was in peril. There were certainly passionate voices advocating reform. In criticizing the spoils system in 1876, Mark Twain famously remarked, "We will not hire a blacksmith who never lifted a sledge ... but when you come to our civil service, we serenely fill great numbers of our minor public offices with ignoramuses."
Henry Adams, the commentator par excellence of his day (if he lived in the 2020s, he almost certainly would host a wildly successful podcast), spoke of the "rotten institutions" that lay at the heart of American politics.
The condemnations of the system were passionate and explicit, but no one seemed overly concerned that the fate of democracy and freedom and indeed the rise or fall of the United States hinged on the issue.
This should at least put the heated refrains that the self-dealing of Trumplandia is an existential threat to democracy into some sort of perspective. It may be distasteful, possibly even illegal. But there is a wide chasm between illegal, immoral or corrupt and the end of freedom, civil society and democracy as we know it. There is a massive gulf between the thought-control of Pyongyang and TrumpCoin.
These distinctions are more than an issue of rhetoric. To date, our system has been quite able to withstand a flood of corruption and graft. Is that optimal, rather than having government officials motivated by public service instead of personal gain? Of course not. But suboptimal isn't the same as an existential threat.
In short, we need to get a grip. Let's recognize the sordid parts of our history as a guide to dealing with a sordid present. Let's tone down the talk of Armageddon and wrestle with the problems at hand as what they are -- part of our messy democracy, and not some fatal aberration from an idealized, mythical past.
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Opinions
Liberals and conservatives shy away from this core Catholic teaching
Cruelty is ravaging politics. What happened to mercy?

Bishop Evelio Menjivar-Ayala at St. Mary's Catholic Church in Landover Hills, Maryland in July 2023. (Greg Kahn/For The Washington Post) 


By Thomas Banchoff | 2025-11-13
Thomas Banchoff is director of the Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs at Georgetown University.
Decades ago, Pope John Paul II made a plea for mercy. His 1980 encyclical "Dives in Misericordia" ("Rich in Mercy") emphasized God's forgiving love toward humanity and decried a widespread tendency to "remove from the human heart the very idea of mercy." Instead of mercy, John Paul saw a rise in "spite, hatred and even cruelty."
Mercy is painfully scarce in our politics today. When the Right Rev. Mariann Budde, the Episcopal bishop of Washington, appealed to President Donald Trump from the pulpit in January to show mercy toward the vulnerable, the president bristled and demanded an apology. In the months since, his administration's policies have been rife with cruelty, from eliminating life-giving aid programs abroad to threatening to withhold food assistance for more than 40 million Americans.
Trump's mass deportation program has been particularly merciless, criminalizing those who once entered the country illegally but have long been law-abiding and productive members of our communities. The Rev. Evelio Menjivar-Ayala, a former undocumented migrant from El Salvador who serves as auxiliary Catholic bishop in D.C., has called out the cruelty. "Do you not see the suffering of your neighbors?" he wrote in April. "Do you not realize the pain and misery and very real fear and anxiety these unjust government operations and policies are causing?"
Menjivar-Ayala's evocation of suffering recalls the Latin word for mercy in the title of John Paul's encyclical -- misericordia, "a heart for those in misery." The emotional core of mercy, its recognition of human frailty and our dependence on one another, conflicts with the culture of individual freedom and the pursuit of self-interest that dominates politics in the United States.
Liberals and conservatives shy away from mercy in politics. Conservatives see mercy as a moral virtue to be practiced in family and community settings that has little place in political life, where the clash of interests and the rule of law should prevail. Liberals tend to see mercy as a poor substitute for justice. While it evokes the reality of suffering and the moral obligation of the powerful to address it, mercy downplays the agency of the downtrodden and their demands for systemic change. While not opposed to personal and community engagement on behalf of the poor and marginalized, liberals place greater emphasis on social justice through state action.
Catholic social teaching insists on mercy as a political and personal imperative. Ever since Pope Leo XIII addressed the social upheaval of the industrial revolution in his 1891 encyclical "Rerum Novarum," the Roman Catholic Church has insisted that the modern state protect the dignity of the human person, with a focus on the poor and the powerless. Jesus' injunction in the Gospel of Matthew to feed and clothe the poor, heal the sick, visit the prisoner and welcome the stranger -- to embrace what Catholics came to call "corporal works of mercy" -- is binding on believers at a personal level. But it also animates the Catholic vision of a just society and a well-ordered state. As the church echoes conservative support for limited government and the rule of law, it also insists on a fair distribution of wealth and on what John Paul called "measures inspired by solidarity and love of preference for the poor." While the church insists, with liberals, on social justice as a goal of public policy, it also emphasizes the centrality of mercy at a personal level -- support for those in pain and need.
The Catholic Church is not alone in calling for compassion and care. Humanity's great ethical and spiritual traditions converge around love and mercy as core values. But as the world's largest religious institution and a force in U.S. politics, the church remains a critical voice calling out cruelty and indifference. "Are those born with fewer opportunities of lesser value as human beings?" Pope Leo XIV asked last month in a major statement on love for the poor in which he invoked mercy more than a dozen times. "Should they limit themselves merely to surviving?" Answers to these questions, the first American pope insisted, will shape the future of our societies. "Either we regain our moral and spiritual dignity or we fall into a cesspool."
Any effort to bring back mercy in public life has to contend with increasing economic segregation in the U.S. The rise of gated communities and the decline of mixed-income neighborhoods have made the poor and the undocumented increasingly invisible to many. It is easier to denigrate empathy when one is physically shielded from the suffering of others, including millions facing food insecurity and the hundreds of thousands of unhoused.
With social media and the artificial intelligence revolution further deepening our mutual isolation, we must be intentional about seeking out vulnerable neighbors and practicing the countercultural virtue of mercy -- giving more than is required of our time and resources to those in need. "We are called to promote a culture of mercy based on the rediscovery of encounter with others," Pope Francis wrote in 2016, "a culture in which no one looks at another with indifference or turns away from the suffering of our brothers and sisters." Such a culture shift will take time. But only citizens who practice mercy themselves are likely to demand it from their politicians.
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Opinions
Customers are the best check against dynamic pricing in restaurants
Stop the scaremongering over surge pricing.

(Michelle Kondrich/The Washington Post)


By C. Jarrett Dieterle | 2025-11-13
C. Jarrett Dieterle is a legal policy fellow at the Manhattan Institute.
On his way to winning the New York mayoral race, Zohran Mamdani announced his "Game Over Greed" campaign calling on FIFA to reverse its dynamic pricing strategy for World Cup tickets. Mamdani's outrage over the sale of tickets that fluctuate in price based on demand no doubt stems in part from his soccer fandom, but it also fits with his larger democratic socialist brand.
Food is another interest of Mamdani's, and he has economic thoughts on that front too. In late September, the New York Times described how he "built a campaign around food," frequently highlighting lesser-known New York City eateries and airing his gripes about "halalflation." Mamdani's anti-dynamic pricing ire may soon be targeted at restaurants -- with an assist from a City Council bill.
But New York's bill is just one of many such laws being pushed by progressive lawmakers around the country to prohibit dynamic pricing in restaurants. Instead of trusting the market and discerning customers, states and cities are considering policies that could end up hurting both restaurants and diners.
In New York state, Democratic lawmakers in Albany have pushed their own dynamic pricing bans for food, and Vermont legislators have sought to prohibit businesses from using electronic shelf labels or dynamic pricing.
The way these bills are drafted largely exempts longtime restaurant industry traditions such as happy hour but it raises the question: Is it necessarily more problematic if a restaurant utilizes real-time, demand-based dynamic pricing versus more traditional forms of dynamic pricing?
Off the bat, it's worth noting many restaurants and bars already do engage in informal versions of real-time dynamic pricing with concepts such as "power hour" in which, during slower parts of the night, bartenders will spontaneously feature cheap "well" drinks or discounted shots. Beyond these historical examples, the evidence from restaurants that are implementing these more sophisticated dynamic pricing strategies suggests that the practice is largely unremarkable and just as likely to lead to cheaper dining.
For instance, the high-end British restaurant Bob Bob Ricard employs a more complex time-based model for dynamic pricing that extends beyond just a daily happy hour by offering 25 percent off for a la carte menu options during "off-peak" hours. Rachel's Kitchen, a chain in Las Vegas, has utilized a form of real-time dynamic pricing, sometimes adjusting prices by 10 to 15 percent per hour -- with little in the way of pushback from customers, according to the restaurant. Kotipizza, a popular pizza chain in Finland, uses algorithmic pricing to adjust delivery (but not food) prices for its pizza, with delivery fees fluctuating from $3.35 to $9.13 -- hardly unusual charges in today's delivery-oriented economy.
What's often lost in the scaremongering are the inherent limitations on the strategy when it comes to food. That's because the purchase-making point for restaurant customers differs from those in many other industries. Your typical diner mostly makes his or her dining decision in a two-step process: Deciding to go out to eat at a restaurant and then deciding what to order once there.
In other words, once you walk into Wendy's, it's unlikely that a price fluctuation would deter you from ordering entirely -- especially if you're in the mood for a Frosty -- so much as it might alter what food you order (maybe skip the side of fries). The result? A begrudging order and the phrase every business owner dreads: customer dissatisfaction.
In other businesses, such as the airline industry, price fluctuations can often be the difference in a traveler making a trip in the first place during a certain time of year; in restaurants, customers have largely made the decision to eat somewhere already and don't want a dollop of discontent served alongside their burger.
That's why dynamic pricing fluctuations -- especially in the form of price increases -- are usually relatively modest (in the range of 10 to 15 percent) at restaurants that employ the strategy. It's also why more basic time-based pricing strategies such as happy hour, dropping the price, are often a safer bet for many dining establishments.
Regardless of what pricing model a restaurant chooses, the business ultimately has a customer base to answer to. In today's world, customers have an unprecedented number of alternatives available if they become annoyed with sudden price spikes. If they've already walked in the door, they might stay and order anyway. But they probably won't come back.
In the end, the market -- not politicians -- can provide the best natural check against restaurant surge pricing. Mamdani and his progressive allies would do well to remember this before they try to convert his Game Over Greed campaign into a restaurant regulation own goal.
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The Post's View
Warren Buffett is 'going quiet.' He will be missed.
Taking the long view has been key to the Oracle of Omaha's success.

Warren Buffett drinks a Cherry Coke in 2018 while playing bridge in Omaha, on the sidelines of a Berkshire Hathaway shareholders meeting. (Nati Harnik/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2025-11-13
Warren Buffett says he is "going quiet" -- "sort of." The legendary investor sent one of his famous letters to Berkshire Hathaway shareholders this week as he prepares to retire as CEO at the end of the year and hand the reins to Gregory Abel. Reflecting on his 95 years, he wonders: "Can it be that there is some magic ingredient in Omaha's water?"
Whatever the magic recipe, it created one of America's most successful entrepreneurs and compelling advocates for free markets. "The center of the United States was a very good place to be born, to raise a family, and to build a business," he notes. "Through dumb luck, I drew a ridiculously long straw at birth."
Buffett is humble. He took over a struggling textile manufacturer 60 years ago and turned it into a more than $1 trillion conglomerate that owns such iconic American brands as Dairy Queen, Duracell and Fruit of the Loom. Berkshire also has a nearly $320 billion stock portfolio, which includes sizable holdings in blue chips such as Apple, American Express and Coca-Cola. Combined, these enterprises create millions of jobs globally and help generate immense wealth for shareholders and customers.
Considered one of the best investors of all time, Buffett is retiring with a net worth of around $150 billion. He is the all-American entrepreneur: proud of his achievements, grateful to the systems that allowed them and acutely aware of his ethical responsibilities to give back. Buffett has already donated more than $60 billion to his philanthropic causes and plans to "step up" his donations by giving away nearly his entire net worth over what remains of his lifetime.
Buffett credits American capitalism with being able to create and generate this kind of wealth. He likened it earlier this year to a "magnificent cathedral" combined with "a casino": where risks are taken and money is made, but where the basic needs of everyone are still cared for.
Not all Buffett-isms are created equal. The "Buffett Rule," a tax proposal which became a passion of President Barack Obama's during the 2012 campaign, risked discouraging investment. His complaints that he paid a lower effective tax rate than his secretary made too many people incorrectly think the rich don't pay much in taxes. Nevertheless, in an era of cronyism and corruption, Buffett's warnings about fairness and opportunity are as relevant as ever.
This newspaper benefited firsthand from his commitment. Buffett served on the board of The Washington Post Co. for decades and was a close confidant to its matriarch, Katharine Graham. His involvement in the company assured that the employees' pension fund was vastly overfunded. Berkshire Hathaway also owns 10 million shares of Amazon, which was founded by Jeff Bezos, who bought The Post from the Graham family in 2013.
Taking the long view has been key to Buffett's success. He warns in his letter that his company's stock has fallen 50 percent or so three times during his 60 years in charge and says it will probably happen again. "Don't despair; America will come back and so will Berkshire shares," he writes.
He advises his readers not to beat themselves up over past mistakes but to learn at least a little from them and move on. He urges people to choose their heroes carefully and then emulate them. And he counsels constant kindness, noting that it's hard to beat the Golden Rule as a guide to behavior.
"I wish all who read this a very happy Thanksgiving," Buffett concludes. "Yes, even the jerks; it's never too late to change."
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The Post's View
The penny is dead. Long live inflation.
The U.S. has stopped making cents. Declining purchasing power will make us penniless.

(Illustration by Chiqui Esteban/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Editorial Board | 2025-11-12
The U.S. Mint made the last penny on Wednesday, ending the years-long farce of the government producing coins that cost more to make than they are worth.
Well, not exactly. The Mint will continue pressing the nickel, which costs about 14 cents to make. And it's not clear what will happen now that the smallest denomination of coin will be out of production.
The coins that already exist are still money, but they'll become harder to come by.
President Donald Trump did not have the legal authority to cancel penny production unilaterally, as he has done. The task should have begun with Congress, not only for constitutional reasons but also for practical ones.
Congressional deliberation would have facilitated solutions for the problems inherent in eliminating a coin that has existed since 1793. Retailers want a new law that would allow them to round prices to the nearest nickel for cash transactions, which probably would have been included in penny legislation. Also helpful would have been an incentive from the government to get the 114 billion pennies in circulation out of cupholders and into banks.
Congressional action has stalled in the past over opposition from metal lobbyists since companies with federal minting contracts are key employers in certain House districts. But Trump has shown a remarkable ability to bend the will of Republican majorities in the House and Senate. Mild effort would have produced a better result and a better process.
Sentimental attachment to the penny is silly nostalgia for a coin people no longer have use for. The penny today is used more in idioms than in payments. Luckily, you can still get a penny for your thoughts, and our two cents, without shiny new pennies being in production.
Yet there is one bitter aspect of this long-overdue decision. It is a partial surrender to inflation. Nothing will ever again cost a penny.
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Opinions
8 senators caved. This California Democrat has had enough.
Chuck Schumer and other Democratic leaders are out of touch with a populist moment.

Rep. Ro Khanna (D-California) in Anaheim in March. (Philip Cheung/For The Washington Post)


By Shadi Hamid | 2025-11-12
The Democratic Party's crisis isn't just about policy -- it's about courage. Or more precisely, it's about what happens when a political party forgets how to fight for anything beyond the preservation of its own respectability.
This became apparent during the recent government shutdown negotiations, when seven Senate Democrats and one independent caved to Republicans while telling themselves they were being responsible stewards of democracy. The episode crystallized a growing chasm between Democratic leadership and a base that's tired of watching its party get outmaneuvered by opponents who understand that politics is about power rather than politeness.
I spoke this week to Rep. Ro Khanna of California, a potential 2028 presidential candidate and one of the first Democrats to call for Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) to step down shortly before the vote passed on Sunday. "We need a total makeover of the Democratic Party," Khanna told me, his frustration barely contained. "There is no establishment. The powers that be are weaker than they've ever been before."
Khanna's critique points to a generational divide between Democrats who still believe in the fantasy of bipartisan governance and those who recognize that we're living through an authoritarian moment that demands actual opposition. I keep returning to something Khanna told me about Democratic leaders who see themselves as "guardians of institutions as opposed to responding to the populist moment we're in."
There's something almost tragic in that phrase. These are elected officials who came of age believing in a certain version of American governance, where reasoned deliberation eventually wins out, where being "the adults in the room" means something. They've spent decades mastering the choreography of legislative compromise, only to discover that the music has changed entirely.
Here are excerpts from our conversation, edited for clarity.
Shadi Hamid: Briefly lay out the case for why Sen. Chuck Schumer should be replaced.
Rep. Ro Khanna: Sen. Schumer has lost touch with the grassroots base of our party. If you're not going to fight for health care, then what are you going to fight for? The reality is that Schumer deserves credit for being a master legislator during the Biden administration. He and I worked on the Chips Act together, which would never have passed if it weren't for him. But he has failed to meet the moment when it comes to this time in history.
He has been on the wrong side of foreign policy, a cheerleader for the war in Iraq, an advocate for a blank check of funding to [Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin] Netanyahu, a person who refused to endorse [New York Mayor-elect] Zohran Mamdani.
The argument on the opposite side is that Democrats had already made their point. They were able to successfully place the blame on Republicans. The American people responded in turn last week, as Democrats swept elections in key races. But federal workers were feeling the pain. Americans receiving benefits through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, were hurting, with millions facing food insecurity as a result. Why not stop the pain?
That's a political way of looking at it. For me, it's an issue of substantively improving people's lives. Someone just came up to me at an airport two days ago. And they said,  "Look, my father is a taxi driver in Arizona. His premium is going to go up from $44 a month to about $2,600 a month, and he's got cancer. His deductible is going to go up from $800 to $6,000. What am I supposed to do?"  We have abandoned those individuals. I believe we could have gotten some relief for them. We could have gotten a one-year extension, if not a permanent extension of Affordable Care Act credits. Republican Rep. Michael Lawler [of New York] already floated that. We could have opened up a conversation about eligibility even and had some compromise on that in terms of the income levels of people who would qualify. But by basically not getting any of that, we have subjected about 20 million Americans to extraordinary pain.
I think there's also some confusion about what actually happened. Schumer himself did not vote with Republicans. It was seven other Democrats and an independent who did. Perhaps they're the ones who deserve more of the blame here? Isn't there a risk of making Schumer into a scapegoat when the problem runs deeper in the Democratic caucus?
Well, this is the D.C. dance. Everyone knows that Schumer was consulted at every step of the way by these eight senators. The senators have said that themselves, that they were keeping Schumer informed. Schumer's No. 2 person [Sen. Dick Durbin of Illinois] is voting for the bill. It's hard to imagine he would do that if Schumer was telling him no. And certainly Schumer never said publicly to members of his caucus don't vote for this. This is something that if Schumer wanted to stop, he could have.
The disappointment with Schumer and Democratic leadership had been building. This is just what pushed things over the edge. In a two-party system, and with President Donald Trump's authoritarian designs, you need the opposing party to actually oppose -- and to be seen as fighting. Instead, Democrats have seemed feckless and aimless. The failure to rise to the occasion has been somewhat mystifying. Why do Democrats seem to have so much trouble growing a backbone?
It's a generational issue. You have people who have been in office for 10, 20, 30 years who believe in a certain way of doing things, of being the adults in the room. They think they're acting responsibly and keeping the institutions of government running. I've talked to enough of the Senate to know that they believe the House runs too hot, and that they're the cooler heads that kind of preserve order in our democracy.
So they are viewing things as sort of guardians of institutions as opposed to responding to the populist moment we're in. And that populist moment is saying institutions have failed us. The younger generation gets that. And that's why, you're right, this was building with Schumer. We need a total makeover of the Democratic Party. And it's doable. There is no establishment. The powers that be are weaker than they've ever been before. It's a total open field running for the Congress, the Senate and the presidency.
Isn't there something to be said for preserving institutions and order, considering how much Trump has run roughshod over them? Isn't there an argument for taking the higher moral ground and saying let's not try to burn things down and let's keep the institutions running even if they're flawed?
The traditional Democratic argument is the preservation and restoration of institutions. The Trump argument is that those institutions didn't work, and we need to burn them all down because they led to the hollowing out of factory towns and rural America. The Democratic answer needs to be that we need to have transformed institutions to work in the 21st century, that we certainly need to be building things up instead of tearing them down, but that the institutions of the past have failed the working and middle class, have failed rural communities, and that we need a new institutional framework rooted in our constitutional tradition to address the decline of the American Dream. I call that economic patriotism.
Speaking of transformation, you alluded to Schumer's refusal to endorse Zohran Mamdani. And the same goes for [House Minority Leader] Hakeem Jeffries, who only offered a tepid endorsement at the last moment. Was that a sign that something had definitively gone wrong with Democratic leadership to not support a candidate who won by a clear margin in the primary?
These are cumulative factors. The biggest were the two times that Schumer failed to stand up during shutdown negotiations. But then his knocking [progressive Senate candidate] Graham Platner in Maine. Putting his thumb on the scale on these races has sent a terrible message to young voters and progressives.
His inability to recognize the phenomenal campaign of Mamdani speaks of a tone-deafness. And the reality is, I thought Barack Obama had ended the career of anyone who voted for the war in Iraq. But then, when these people like Schumer -- who cheerleaded us into the biggest disaster in American foreign policy's modern history -- also showed a total moral obliviousness to Gaza, that also contributes to his need to step aside. Look, Donald Trump obliterated the pro-Iraq War constituency from his party. I don't understand why we can't sideline the pro-Iraq War constituency from our party.
What would you say to critics who say that progressives like yourself are using this call for Schumer to step down as a way to create tensions within the Democratic Party in an effort to remake it in a more progressive image? How much of this is a kind of power play for progressives?
If the question is "Will the fight with Schumer help us in the effort to reshape the Democratic Party?" -- I plead guilty.
Gaza is a major divide within the party, where you have a leadership that is pro-Israel and deferential to Netanyahu and a base that is increasingly pro-Palestinian. The party risks hemorrhaging young progressive voters if it can't speak truthfully about what happened in Gaza. But how do you resolve that internal tension? Because what that means is that Democrats may not be able to offer a unified front on one of the biggest moral questions of our time.
I believe this will be a fault line in the 2028 election, and the nominee will determine the direction of the party. If you did not vote against the $14 billion in aid to Netanyahu, then you are basically in a similar position to those Democrats who voted for the war in Iraq. If you're unwilling to recognize the United Nations finding that there was a genocide in Gaza, then you are out of touch with where Democratic voters are.
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Opinions
John Bolton: This is the right way to overthrow Maduro
The blunt reality is that it will take time and mundane hard work.

A poster of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and an anti-tank barricade in Caracas, Venezuela on Oct. 28. (Juan Barreto/AFP/Getty Images)


By John R. Bolton | 2025-11-12
John R. Bolton was ambassador to the United Nations under President George W. Bush and national security adviser under President Donald Trump.
The Venezuelan people have every reason to overthrow Nicolas Maduro's repressive, corrupt, failing regime. The pervasive presence and influence of Russia, Cuba, China and Iran in Venezuela add compelling national security reasons for the United States and other Western hemisphere neighbors to help. Maduro's dictatorship has no redeeming social value.
On a rare bipartisan basis in 2018-2019, Washington backed the Trump administration's unsuccessful effort to help Venezuelans recapture self-government in what had once been one of the New World's most prosperous countries. Assuming that the United States can reason strategically to achieve its objectives and learn from prior failure, success could be within reach. Unfortunately, based on the record to date, both assumptions appear to be misguided.
Blowing drug-laden boats out of the water, killing their crews in the process, may thrill some of our leaders, but it will not destabilize Maduro. Any number of alternative paths exist to ship drugs to consumer nations. If anything, advance notice of possible future hostile action may simply prompt closer consultations with Havana and Moscow to enhance the regime's defenses.
Ordering the Gerald R. Ford Carrier Strike Group from the Mediterranean to the Caribbean brings impressive force to bear. After all, as President Trump correctly stated: "It's gotta be somewhere. It's a big one." He is prepared to move against Nigeria "guns-a-blazing" for repression against Christians, but he has given no similar indications about Venezuela.
Instead of serial acts of performance art, however, Trump might try for a strategy. He doesn't need to educate Maduro or publicly disclose his plans before launching a regime-change campaign, for obvious reasons. Indeed, the less said, the better. But to ensure necessary domestic and international support to maximize the chances of success, Washington needs to do far more than it has already.
Instead of bipartisan U.S. advocacy, as in 2018-2019, there is bickering and criticism about inadequate briefings regarding military action against drug boats. Administration officials are reportedly walking back notions of direct military force against Caracas, adding uncertainty. Muddying the waters further, Trump himself, when asked about initiating hostilities, said, "I doubt it; I don't think so."
Meanwhile, in Venezuela, opposition leaders seem clueless about what the U.S. is planning. Maria Corina Machado, the 2025 Nobel Peace Prize winner, has welcomed Trump's possible commitment to regime change. She herself has not endorsed using force, although one key adviser has. Aligning with Venezuela's opposition is critical, since they would have to explain and justify any U.S. actions to their countrymen and bear the political risk both of failed military action and the task of governing if it succeeded.
We know that Russia, Cuba and others have huge stakes in keeping Maduro in power. Many opposition figures believe it was foreign influence that stiffened Maduro's spine to resist his removal in 2019, and the risks of more palpable hostility from outside powers are even higher today. Russia and China see Venezuela as a more secure base in the hemisphere than Cuba, which remains inconveniently close to Florida.
Latin American countries themselves fully understand this threat, which is why they used the "Lima Group" in Trump's first term to coordinate anti-Maduro policies. Today, with governments in Brazil and Colombia friendlier toward Maduro than before, coalition-building is harder, but more important for exactly that reason. Conducting a trade war with all these countries simultaneously, particularly Mexico, is not helpful, which may explain why there is no sign of a Lima Group 2.0.
The blunt reality is that the laudable goal of ousting Maduro's gang will take time and mundane hard work. No one can seriously believe negotiating with the dictatorship has any greater chance of success now than prior frustrating, fruitless efforts. Nor can we be confident that splitting the regime's top officials is as feasible as its opponents once believed, although every effort to do so must be made. This will require bipartisan U.S. support, a revived international coalition and providing Venezuela's opposition with material resources they need but currently do not have.
We should make far greater efforts to strangle the rogues in Caracas politically and economically, both on drugs and on Venezuela's hydrocarbons exports. Calling this diplomatic, economic and law-enforcement plan "maximum pressure" is easy. Making it work is much harder, as our inadequate first-term attempts to squeeze the regime plainly showed.
A successful effort now is about eyes-open, sustained planning and implementation, not theater. Having previously tried and failed to oust Maduro, we owe it to ourselves and Venezuela's people not to fail again. If Trump had a record of coherent strategic thinking rather than personal aggrandizement, we might have grounds for optimism. But his propensity to act precipitously, to change his mind and to give inadequate attention to the consequences of his actions all augur poorly.
The opportunity still exists to make corrections and depose Maduro. We should not fritter it away.
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Letters to the Editor
Government shutdown reveals public sector's inefficiencies
Readers respond to Post articles and commentary.

(Alex Wong/Getty Images)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-11-12
Service interruptions are lingering in America, as detailed in the Nov. 11 news article "More flight cancellations coming as shutdown continues." This is a good time to ask ourselves why we allow the government to provide so many services the private sector could deliver better.
Keeping the government doing what it should, and nothing more, produces better outcomes and reduces what politicians can take away from us.
When services are provided by the private sector, those providers must earn our business. For example, although most cities provide municipal trash services, in Berks County, Pennsylvania, where I live, many municipalities don't. I am able to choose the hauler that I feel gives me the best service at the best price.
At one point, my provider was having difficulties keeping up with trash removal due to a driver shortage. When they didn't pick up the trash, I refused to pay them till they did. I also had the option to replace them, which I eventually did. Try that with city hall.
If you are in the minority, too bad, you must go along. If you don't get the service you want, you can go to a council meeting and complain. Good luck.
There are of course important functions that only the government can do, including supplying law enforcement, enforcing the rule of law and organizing a military. But the government shutdown showed that many inefficiencies exist, and we should minimize exposure to them as much as possible.
Phillip Coles, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
Adam Lashinsky's Nov. 6 op-ed, "Let the natural experiment in Democratic governance begin," contrasted the opposing mayoral governing approaches of democratic socialist Zohran Mamdani's New York with centrist Daniel Lurie's San Francisco. The differences between the elected politicians is a powerful illustration of federalism and a reminder of why America needs vibrant, responsive city governments willing to innovate and compete in the arena of ideas.
Many American cities have long been held back by ideologues who have exacerbated problems with crime, the cost of living and regulations that stifle economic growth. Many of these leaders blame external forces for their own failed policies. Unfortunately, Mamdani appears poised to double down on many of the ideas that have already wreaked havoc on so much of urban America.
Thankfully, America's federalist system of government, which lets states and cities experiment with their own policies, allows Americans to see which approaches work.
If Lurie can continue to show that a city can restore order, attract business and make housing attainable without punishing success, it will mark a much-needed return to good government in America's cities.
San Francisco, long fatigued by ideologically charged mismanagement, could again become the model for pragmatic urban renewal.
Ray Nothstine, Garner, North Carolina
The writer is a future of freedom fellow at the State Policy Network's Center for Practical Federalism.
Regarding the Nov. 7 front-page article "Pelosi announces her retirement from Congress":
Last week, we saw leadership in action as Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-California), the first female speaker of the House, announce her retirement. In her announcement, Pelosi did what many politicians fail to do: put their constituents first.
This is an example that more politicians across the country, especially here in Washington, should heed. D.C. Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton, who is 88, continues to pursue her 2026 reelection campaign. Holmes Norton has fought for the rights of D.C. residents for more than 30 years, and we have been lucky to have her.
However, D.C. residents need a fierce and engaged advocate for our rights. I hope Norton listens to her friend and former Democratic National Committee interim chair Donna Brazile, as well as Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland), and ends her campaign. Norton should follow Pelosi's lead and retire at the end of this term.
Megan Coffman, Washington
The retirement of Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-California) moves me to provide a perspective that is at odds with the perception of her having a hopelessly contentious relationship with us conservatives.
Pelosi spoke in my Political Persuasion class of about 100 students, faculty and administrators at Towson University in 2018. She was a perfect visiting political luminary: punctual, informative, engaging, humorous and attentive to her audience. She talked about her political positions and entertained even the questions that came from a decidedly conservative point of view. She took no cheap shots and was simply an exemplary guest speaker.
I thought at the time that it was the kind of exchange that should manifest itself in the halls of Congress and between the executive and legislative branches of government. Maybe it will, if the respectful norms that once inhabited political discourse return.
Richard E. Vatz, Towson, Maryland
The writer is a distinguished professor emeritus of rhetoric and communication at Towson University.
The sixth paragraph in the Nov. 3 news article "Hamas among factions meeting to shape postwar Gaza" began: "Two years after Israel launched a devastating war to eradicate Hamas." I was shocked that there was no simple phrase showing context such as "after Hamas had invaded Israel and massacred 1,200 men, women and children and kidnapped 250 Israelis and other foreign nationals." Even just the phrase "after Hamas and invaded Israel" would have provided proper context of the Hamas attacks that began the war in Gaza.
Carole Daman, Scarsdale, New York
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Virginia Politics
Spanberger says University of Virginia should pause search for president
Virginia Gov.-elect Abigail Spanberger called on the University of Virginia's governing board to pause its presidential search until she can appoint new members, saying actions by the current board have undermined confidence. 

Virginia Gov.-elect Abigail Spanberger, seen during an election night event in Richmond on Nov. 4, has asked the University of Virginia's board to pause its search for a university president. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff | 2025-11-13
Virginia Gov.-elect Abigail Spanberger (D) asked the University of Virginia's board Wednesday to pause its search for a president until she takes office and appoints five new members, signaling she'll make reshaping the state's higher education institutions an early priority.
The board, run exclusively by appointees of Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R), has drawn controversy over its handling of federal investigations into the school's diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives -- scrutiny that led James E. Ryan to resign as president. The university's presidential search committee said recently that it would invite some candidates for in-person interviews later this month before identifying finalists for the role.
Spanberger, a U-Va. graduate, said in a Wednesday letter to the heads of the Board of Visitors that Ryan's departure resulted from "federal overreach" that the governing body did not challenge and questioned how that could affect the "legitimacy" of the search for the school's next leader.
"I urge you to refrain from rushing this search process and from selecting the finalists for the presidency or a president until the Board is at full complement," she wrote. Spanberger will be inaugurated in January.
She added that the board has lost the confidence of several of its constituencies, including the university's faculty senate, raising questions over its ability to govern effectively.
Brian Coy, a spokesperson for U-Va., acknowledged board leaders had seen the statement but did not say whether the board would follow Spanberger's request.
"University leaders and the Board of Visitors are reviewing the letter and are ready to engage with the Governor-elect and to work alongside her and her team to advance the best interests of U-Va. and the Commonwealth," he said in a statement.
The Trump administration and other conservatives have since this spring brought intense scrutiny to two of Virginia's prominent universities -- U-Va., the state's flagship, and George Mason University, the state's largest public four-year college -- as part of efforts to root out DEI policies they see as discriminatory.
The administration launched several probes into U-Va., and Ryan said he stepped down in hopes of sparing the university from a costly fight with the federal government. U-Va. and the Justice Department last month announced an agreement to pause the investigations.
Soon after Ryan's resignation, some Republicans began calling for the ouster of George Mason President Gregory Washington, who has refused to quit.
Spanberger's letter could reignite a legal fight over board appointees to the state's colleges and universities.
In the past few months, Democrats on a Virginia Senate committee rejected 22 of Youngkin's recent appointees to university boards, including five at U-Va., to try to limit Youngkin's influence on higher education. The governor and Attorney General Jason S. Miyares (R) have said only the full General Assembly can reject board members, who they argue should be able to serve until that happens. The judiciary has thus far said the appointees cannot serve.
The rejections and resulting vacancies have led some to question whether the boards at U-Va. and George Mason have enough members to make significant decisions.
Youngkin's office did not respond to a request for comment.
In a post on X, state Senate President Pro Tem L. Louise Lucas (D-Portsmouth) said Democratic state lawmakers would back Spanberger's actions, which she said would help to ensure Virginia's universities are not "turned into right wing political laboratories."
The Jefferson Council, a conservative group of U-Va. alumni who pushed for Ryan's ouster, called Democrats' support of Spanberger's letter hypocritical. The group cited a 2022 decision by the Board of Visitors -- then controlled by Democratic appointees -- to extend Ryan's contract before Youngkin had a chance to name someone to the board.
"To suddenly ask the BOV to wait to choose a president is a bold act of political legerdemain representing a total historical double-standard," the group said in a statement.
In her letter, Spanberger added that it is a priority of her administration to "stabilize and normalize" Virginia's university boards and that she will make appointments soon after she is inaugurated in January.
Gregory S. Schneider contributed to this report.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Woman sentenced for embezzling to buy cars, bags, Taylor Swift tickets
A Maryland woman, who stole more than $1 million from her employers to buy lavish vacations and concert tickets, was sentenced to nearly six years in prison.

Taylor Swift performs during "The Eras Tour" on Dec. 6, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Lindsey Wasson/AP)


By Dana Munro | 2025-11-13
For five years, a Maryland woman with bookkeeping and accounting positions at small companies lived like a celebrity. She lounged in Las Vegas penthouse suites, sported designer handbags and shelled out nearly $5,000 to see Taylor Swift from the stadium floor during her Eras Tour.
Then she got caught.
On Monday, Jennifer Tinker, a 42-year-old Ellicott City resident, was sentenced to nearly six years in prison for embezzling more than $1 million from a real estate company and a nonprofit where she was an employee, as first reported in the Baltimore Banner.
The scheme began in 2020, when Tinker was working as a market center administrator at a small real estate company, making $90,000 annually handling accounts receivable and accounts payable and paying commissions. In January of that year, she began directing money from her employer's escrow accounts, operating accounts and commission accounts into her personal bank accounts, according to court records. She started out making transfers through Zelle, check and ACH payments. By 2021, she had switched to wiring the money to fictitious recipients. On paperwork, she listed the recipients as "MD Homes LLC," "Escrow Release" and "Main Homes." The destination for those 90 transfers was her personal bank account.
Tinker spent the money at Louis Vuitton and Balenciaga and purchased five cars, including a Mazda MX-5 Miata and a Toyota Tacoma, according to court records. She also booked a five-day stay for her and her husband at Disney's Caribbean Beach resort and bought floor tickets to a Luke Bryan concert.
In November 2023, her supervisors discovered her scheme, according to court records. She was fired and admitted to both her supervisor and later to federal law enforcement that she had been stealing money. Within six months of leaving the real estate company, court records show, Tinker was hired as a bookkeeper at a nonprofit, from which she embezzled over $100,000, including $3,000 spent on purchases from the Bonnaroo Music Festival. The real estate company and the nonprofit were not named in court records.
"For five years, her employers' bank accounts were Tinker's personal ATMs," the U.S. attorney's office wrote in court documents.
Tinker's attorney through the federal public defender's office, Anjali Biala, and the assistant U.S. attorney prosecuting the case, Joseph L. Wenner, did not respond to requests for comment.
In victim impact statements, employees at the two companies said they felt Tinker had violated their trust. One of the partners at the real estate company needed to injected $400,000 of personal money into the company to keep it running, according to court records. Employees and managers there reported adverse impacts to their health, as they needed to spend hundreds of hours fielding complaints from customers and real estate agents whose funds were lost in escrow.
The nonprofit Tinker worked at afterward suffered similarly. With fewer than four full-time employees, the company had little financial wiggle room. Insurance coverage spared them needing to take drastic measures. The organization has had to assure funders that it's still deserving of grants, the U.S. attorney's office representatives wrote in court filings.
"There was no substance abuse or addiction that fueled her spending spree. There were no unfunded medical treatments that put Tinker in dire financial straits. There was simply Tinker's own greed, her capability for deceit, and her desire to live beyond her means," lawyers from the U.S. attorney's office wrote.
The court sentenced her to 70 months in prison -- with credit for time served since Feb. 13 -- and ordered her to pay back about $1.2 million.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Mainly sunny and seasonable through Friday; Saturday night showers possible
Highs are in the 50s for the next few days. Stiff winds Thursday are expected to ease Friday.

Blue skies on 16th Street NW on Monday. (angela n./Flickr) 


By David Streit, Jason Samenow | 2025-11-13
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Mostly sunny skies this afternoon continue to take the edge off the earlier chill as we rise into the 50s. Gusty winds spread leaves hither and yon.
What's next? The only change tomorrow is calmer winds. Clouds increase Saturday with showers possible by evening. They linger into early Sunday when highs climb into the 60s.
Don't miss it: Settle in for a chilly winter around D.C., but snowfall looks modest

(National Weather Service)


Low humidity, gusty winds and ongoing drought conditions have combined for an elevated fire risk across the region today until 5 p.m.
"Residents and visitors are urged to properly dispose of cigarette butts, matches, and any other flammable items in appropriate containers," the Weather Service said. "Additionally, exercise caution if operating any equipment that could create sparks and keep vehicles off of dry grass. Most dry grasses, dead leaves, and other tree litter could easily ignite and spread fire quickly. Lastly, remember to obey local burn bans."
Today's daily digit -- 8/10: Despite enough breeze to whip up a few "leafnadoes," the mild sunshine makes it a pretty nice day. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Forecast in detail
Today (Thursday): Lots of sunshine warms the region to the 50s by afternoon. The main detractor is winds from the northwest gusting to about 25 mph. Confidence: High
Tonight: Clear skies and calming winds drop evening readings into the 40s. Overnight lows are in the upper 20s to mid-30s. Confidence: High
Tomorrow (Friday): Another sunny day and without much of a breeze. This makes highs in the 50s much more pleasant. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Limited clouds and nearly calm winds lead to another chilly night with lows 30 to 35. Confidence: High
A look ahead
A weak warm front approaches the area on Saturday, leading to increasing clouds and highs in the mid- to upper 50s. Sprinkles are possible at dusk and showers are possible through the night. Lows only fall to the upper 40s and low 50s. Confidence: Medium
A few light showers may linger into Sunday morning before skies gradually clear. The warmer air lingers just long enough for highs to reach the 60s, albeit with more gusty winds. The cold pushes back in overnight with lows in the 30s. Confidence: Medium
Monday is sunny and breezy with highs in the low to mid-50s. Confidence: Medium
Parting words from the author
And now one last rhyme as into the saddle I climb, riding off into the sunset this time. You have all made the past 15 years with the Gang sublime! -- David, CWG
The third in a series of geomagnetic storms bombarded Earth on Wednesday night, bringing aurora unusually far south for a second night in a row. The storm wasn't as strong as Tuesday night's, so the northern lights were less vibrant in the D.C. region. But skywatchers were able to capture the faint glow of the aurora with their cameras, especially away from city lights. A few  were able to see the lights with their naked eyes. Below, find some photos shared with us on X:
On this day in 1904, a calendar-day record 4 inches of snow fell. Heavy rain also occurred, and the combination of rain and melted snow set a calendar-day record 1.76 inches of precipitation. The storm that produced the rain and snow was tropical in its origins and was a hurricane as far north as the North Carolina Outer Banks, before it turned nontropical. Snow also fell in western North Carolina and as far southeast as Richmond.
Here are other notables from this date:
	Average high: 59
	Average low: 42
	Record high: 80 (1879)
	Record low: 22 (1911)
	Record rainfall: 1.76 inches (1904)
	Record snowfall: 4.0 inches (1904)
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Maryland Politics
Maryland projects a $1.4 billion deficit despite tax increases
New projections show the state is on track to see structural deficits -- in which it commits to spending more money than it brings in -- in 2025, '26 and '27.

The size of Maryland's budget deficit surprised state leaders after taxes increased by $1.6 billion and about $2 billion in spending was cut this year. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


By Katie Shepherd | 2025-11-13
Maryland faces a cash shortfall of $1.4 billion in fiscal year 2027, driven by economic fallout from the Trump administration's policy decisions, unanticipated spending on entitlement programs like Medicaid and lower-than-expected revenue, according to budget projections released on Wednesday.
The depth of the budget hole came as a surprise to state leaders, who raised taxes and fees by $1.6 billion and cut about $2 billion from the state budget this year to avoid grappling with a deficit next year ahead of the 2026 midterm elections.
New projections show the state is on track to see structural deficits -- where it has committed to spending more money than it brings in -- in 2025, 2026 and 2027. The state will see structural deficits of $753 million in 2025, $259 million in 2026 and nearly $1.2 billion in 2027, a total of almost $2.2 billion that leaders will have to resolve next year, according to projections published by the state's Legislative Services Department on Wednesday.
The office of Gov. Wes Moore (D) says tax increases are off the table. In January, he proposed  eliminating itemized deductions in state taxes, which would have raised new revenue to close a nearly $3 billion deficit at the time. Lawmakers rejected Moore's plan but worked with him to come up with another tax increase affecting high-income earners and capital gains. That and some fee increases raised $1.6 billion for the state.
"Ongoing issues in D.C. are affecting every state in the nation, and none more than Maryland," Yaakov "Jake" Weissmann, acting secretary for the Maryland Department of Budget and Management, said in a statement. "We knew this session would bring difficult fiscal challenges, and have already begun working collaboratively with our partners in the General Assembly to develop solutions that will ensure a balanced budget that protects Marylanders and reflects the values of this Administration."
According to projections, fallout from the One Big Beautiful Bill accounts for a large chunk of lost revenue expected in 2027, about $371 million. Another $321 million came from deficiencies in the 2026 budget that ate up surplus funds that cannot be passed on to the next fiscal year. Maryland also lost more federal workers than any other state, with about 15,100 people out of jobs this year.
Maryland's economy also has been slow to grow, with the private sector increasing by just 0.1 percent, or about 1,600 jobs, between January and August. Government jobs have declined in that same period, leaving the state with a net gain of just 400 jobs in all sectors in the first eight months of 2025.
State Democratic leaders, who passed the tax increases and cuts before the federal spending bill became law, blamed the bleak economic forecast on federal job and spending cuts, rising costs from tariffs, and the signature legislation championed by President Donald Trump.
"We knew all along we had a lot of uncertainty with the Trump administration," said Del. Ben Barnes (D-Prince George's), who chairs the House Appropriations Committee. "The scariest thing is, we're only 10 months into this administration."
Barnes said Democrats, who control both chambers of the General Assembly and the governor's office, are working to fill holes in federal resources. Maryland is dealing with challenges on many fronts, from a gap in Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits this month to disaster relief in Western Maryland denied by the Trump administration. The drop-off in federal support has left the state footing more of the bill and unable to fully afford it.
"We're committed to maintaining programs that help people," Barnes said. "But we can't cover every program."
By law, Maryland must balance its budget every year and cannot run a deficit, which means the governor and state lawmakers will be forced to resolve the $1.4 billion deficit during the legislative session that begins in January.
"The highest and best use of the General Assembly's time is keeping Maryland on strong fiscal footing by lowering costs for Maryland families and addressing the $1.4 billion structural deficit so we can meet our constitutional obligation to pass a balanced budget next session," Senate President Bill Ferguson (D-Baltimore City) said in a statement.
In the months since passing Maryland's budget, Moore celebrated earlier projections that suggested the state would have a modest surplus at the close of 2025. Those projections did not account for some of the Trump administration's fiscal policies, nor did they factor in unexpected spending by the state.

Republicans in Annapolis say Gov. Wes Moore (D) and Democrats in the General Assembly did not cut spending steeply enough. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


"We've turned a $3 billion inherited deficit into a surplus," Moore said in an April op-ed published by the Baltimore Sun the day after the budget passed.
Those words ring hollow now for some Republicans in Annapolis, who say Moore and his fellow Democrats in the General Assembly did not do enough to curb state spending.
"That statement is ludicrous now," said House Minority Leader Del. Jason C. Buckel (R-Allegany). "We still have massive deficits."
Republicans in Annapolis were also skeptical of the claim that most of Maryland's budget woes could be blamed on the Trump administration.
"The truth is, this crisis was created here at home -- by reckless spending, failed leadership and political posturing," said Senate Minority Leader Stephen S. Hershey Jr. (R-Queen Anne's), who is exploring a run for governor next year.

Sen. Stephen S. Hershey Jr. (R-Queen Anne's) calls the state's budget shortfall "the inevitable result of one-party rule." (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


Hershey also faulted Moore for focusing on a national redistricting push led by Republicans and Democrats who want to secure the U.S. House of Representatives for their parties. Moore is championing an effort to redistrict Maryland to flip the state's lone House seat held by a Republican, Rep. Andy Harris.
"Instead of confronting the state's looming multibillion-dollar deficit, the governor is consumed with national politics and partisan redistricting schemes," Hershey said. "This is the inevitable result of one-party rule, where accountability disappears and fiscal reality takes a back seat to ambition."
More tax increases will be a tough sell without the governor's support during an election year in which every seat in the General Assembly will be on the ballot, along with the governor's office. But lawmakers also have been reluctant to cut state-funded programs most responsible for driving up spending, including Medicaid, funds for behavioral health and disability services, and money earmarked for the ambitious education restructuring plan known as the Blueprint for Maryland's Future.
David C. Romans, coordinator of fiscal and policy analysis for the Legislative Services Department, told lawmakers Wednesday that they could use money set aside in reserve accounts known as the Fiscal Stabilization Fund, or Rainy Day Fund, and to fill most of the 2027 budget gap, leaving a more manageable $500 million deficit to deal with through cuts or new revenue. But he warned that using those reserve funds comes with significant risks.
Depleting the Rainy Day Fund from 8 percent to 5 percent of the state's overall budget, which is the lowest it can go by law, could put the state's bond rating at risk, Romans said. Bond rating agencies have already warned that Maryland keeps a lower balance in that account than other states with the highest bond rating. That money, once spent, will not be available to fall back on if the economy were to crash, Romans said.
He added that a recession is a real possibility because of ongoing consequences of federal policy, like Trump's tariffs.
And using the reserve funds does not address structural budget problems that resurface in fiscal 2028, which is projected to have a deficit of more than $3 billion, Romans added.
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Capital Weather Gang
Settle in for a chilly winter around D.C., but snowfall looks modest
Our forecast calls for 8 to 14 inches of snow in the D.C. area, and up to a foot and a half in colder spots north and west of the city.

Chris Proctor, left, and Shawn Weiss near the Washington Monument in January 2016. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Jason Samenow, Matt Ross | 2025-11-13
Winter's already teasing the region, as the week began with a chill in the air. And the real thing isn't far behind.
After a run of mostly mild, low-snow winters, last year broke the pattern with slightly cooler-than-normal temperatures and near-average snowfall. This year, we expect a repeat of the chill -- but with a bit less snow overall.
Our forecast calls for 8 to 14 inches of snow in the D.C. area, and up to a foot and a half in colder spots north and west of the city. That's a touch below normal, but still more than what's fallen in six of the past 10 winters.
This projected chillier pattern, especially early in the season, extends a streak of below-normal months dating back to August -- and could mark the first back-to-back colder-than-average winters in a decade.
Our detailed winter outlook follows.
There are early hints that winter could start with a bang. Some computer models -- always subject to change -- suggest a dramatic breakdown of the polar vortex after Thanksgiving, which could usher in a cold December with a few snow chances.
If D.C. manages any measurable snow next month, it would be a big shift: the city hasn't seen an inch of December snow in eight years. We're leaning toward a chilly January as well, followed by a milder February.
With La Nina in play, expect some sharp temperature swings -- a classic weather roller coaster. Storms often track west of the region during La Nina winters, drawing mild air north and favoring more rain than snow. Still, there will likely be a few setups where cold air arrives first, allowing a burst of snow or ice before any changeover.
We also anticipate several fast-moving clipper systems -- moisture-starved disturbances diving in from the northwest -- that could bring brief, light snow.




The odds of a blockbuster, double-digit snowstorm are below normal, though not zero -- especially if La Nina weakens later in the season.
All told, we expect three to four snow events with measurable accumulation, plus a few more featuring that dreaded wintry mix.
Temperatures: Near normal to slightly colder than normal
	December: Normal to 1 degree below normal
	January: 1 degree below normal
	February: 1 degree above normal

Snowfall: Slightly below normal overall




	Reagan National Airport: 8 to 10 inches (compared with a 13.7-inch average)
	Dulles International Airport: 12 to 15 inches (compared with a 21-inch average)
	Baltimore-Washington International Marshall Airport: 10-14 inches (compared with a 19.3-inch average)
	Alexandria, the District, and Arlington and Prince George's counties: 8 to 14 inches
	Fairfax, Montgomery, Loudoun counties: 10 to 18 inches.


(Capital Weather Gang) 


Qualifiers
	Although advances have been made in seasonal forecasting, there is still a great deal of uncertainty and limited skill in developing these outlooks. These remain low-confidence forecasts.
	Note that monthly temperature predictions are less reliable than for the whole season. A cold or warm pattern lingering for a week too long or ending a week early can greatly alter a monthly average. Furthermore, it takes only one big snowstorm for us to reach or exceed our seasonal average.

What are other forecasters predicting for the Washington region?
We polled five meteorologists who specialize in seasonal forecasting, and they are generally predicting below-normal snowfall for the winter:
	Judah Cohen, Verisk AER: 10.6 inches
	Todd Crawford, Atmospheric G2: 8.8 inches
	Paul Dorian, Arcfield Weather: 18.5 inches
	Paul Pastelok, AccuWeather: 11 inches
	Matt Rogers, Commodity Weather Group: 10 inches

In addition, broadcast meteorologists for local television affiliates who have released outlooks are calling for below-normal amounts:
	Doug Kammerer, NBC4: 13 to 20 inches
	Mike Thomas and Tucker Barnes, FOX5: 12 to 18 inches;
	WUSA9 weather team: 10 to 20 inches.

What is your long-term track record with these winter outlooks?
We have been doing winter outlooks since 2005-2006 and have evaluated ourselves after the fact most years. We've generally been in the ballpark -- although we've had notable triumphs and misses -- giving ourselves an average grade of around a B- or C+.
Since initiating these outlooks, our best winter forecast preceded the record-breaking Snowmageddon winter of 2009-2010, when we said: "Overall, we find chances for a large snowstorm of 8-12 inches or more are much higher than normal."
Our worst outlooks were for the winters of 2011-2012 and 2013-2014. In 2011-2012, we predicted near-normal temperatures, and it was 5 degrees warmer than average. In 2013-2014, we forecast a warm winter with slightly below-average snowfall, and it was cold, with snow that totaled more than twice the average.
Our outlook for last winter was solid and about the most accurate among outlooks produced by private companies and TV stations. Our predictions for near-normal snowfall and temperatures came close to reality.
Do you take climate change into account in your winter outlooks?
Since 1970, the average winter temperature has risen several degrees across the region. Meanwhile, the 30-year average snowfall has declined from over 20 inches in the late 1800s to just 13.7 inches today.
Here's how much snow has fallen over each of the past 10 winters (full list back to 1887-1888):
We do consider these long-term trends in our winter outlooks.
Aren't weather forecasts only reliable out to about eight to 10 days?
There is little accuracy in predicting specific conditions, such as the exact temperature and amount of rain or snow for a given day, more than eight to 10 days into the future. However, seasonal forecasting advances allow us to make educated guesses on the overall tendency of conditions, such as how temperatures and snowfall will compare with the average over the period of a month or several months. Because of the uncertainty involved, we give ranges and attempt to be as transparent as possible in conveying that these outlooks are indeed low confidence.
How could this forecast go wrong?
Just like polls in politics can be wrong, so can preseason weather forecasts. If La Nina strengthens or holds on longer than expected, that could lead toward a drier and milder winter. But, if La Nina fades quickly, the winter could take a snowier turn.
A big wild card is the prevailing phase of the North Atlantic Oscillation -- which has little predictability more than two weeks in advance. If it's frequently negative, that would substantially tilt the odds toward more snow and cold. This happened during the La Nina event in 1995-1996 when there was 46 inches of snow. But, if it's overwhelmingly positive, a mild winter with little snow would be difficult to avoid.
Below are some of the key factors we considered in developing this winter's outlook. No single influence tells the whole story, and correlations between past and future conditions are rarely strong. But each of these elements has shown at least modest predictive value, and when viewed together, they help frame our expectations for the months ahead.
Although every winter is unique, this one may share traits with several past seasons that featured similar patterns -- including 1950-51 (10.2 inches of snow; colder than normal), 1956-57 (14.2 inches; near normal), and 2008-09 (7.5 inches; slightly milder). These analog years helped inform our temperature and snowfall projections.
Tropical Pacific Ocean

Sea surface temperature differences from average. Blue shaded areas indicate cooler-than-normal waters; yellow, orange and red are warmer-than normal. (earth.nullschool.net) 


In October, NOAA declared the development of La Nina -- defined by cooler-than-normal sea surface temperatures in the tropical Pacific -- for the fifth time in six years. La Ninas, especially stronger ones, often align with warmer, drier winters in the Mid-Atlantic.
This year's La Nina, however, is weak and expected to fade during the second half of winter. Historically, such weak events tilt the odds toward slightly cooler conditions and near-average snowfall in the D.C. area.
North Pacific Ocean

Time series of the Pacific Decadal Oscillation. Current values are strongly negative. (NOAA) 


The Pacific Decadal Oscillation (PDO) is a measurement of the intensity and location of sea-surface temperature differences from normal in the North Pacific. When it is strongly positive, it often correlates with a cold and stormy pattern for the Mid-Atlantic. When it is sharply negative, it often, but not always, tends toward warm and dry.
The PDO is currently strongly negative, a continuation of the pattern that contributed to our dry fall. Its persistence through winter argues against a notably snowy season, though it doesn't preclude periodic cold spells.
The Arctic Oscillation (AO) and North Atlantic Oscillation (NAO)
The Arctic Oscillation (AO) gauges surface air pressure at high latitudes, especially around Greenland. A positive AO typically keeps cold air locked in the Arctic under a strong polar vortex, while a negative AO reflects a weakened vortex, allowing frigid air to spill south into the midlatitudes.

Jet stream pattern during the positive AO, left, and negative AO, right. During a positive AO, cold air is typically locked up at the high latitudes, whereas during a negative AO, the jet stream dips and allows more cold and snow to the south. (University of Washington) 


Closely related, the North Atlantic Oscillation (NAO) tracks pressure differences over the North Atlantic. A negative NAO, often signaled by high pressure near Greenland, favors cold and sometimes snowy patterns along the U.S. East Coast -- especially when paired with a negative AO. This combination was a hallmark of the region's historic snow winters in 2009-10 and 1995-96.
While a negative AO/NAO pattern doesn't guarantee major winter storms, it greatly improves the odds when other ingredients align. Current forecasts hint that the NAO may start December in its negative phase, possibly ushering in a chilly beginning to winter, but beyond that, the signals remain uncertain.
Summer and fall weather
Since August, temperatures have run slightly below normal, a modest but noteworthy trend we factored into our analog selection and expectations for early-season chill.
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D.C.
D.C. is slowing e-bikes down, citing teen crime and speeding issues
Police say Lime bikes are being used as getaway vehicles. 

D.C. has seen huge growth over the past few years in both the city's Capital Bikeshare program and private competitors like Lime. (Hanna Tornyai/Getty Images)


By Rachel Weiner | 2025-11-13
D.C.'s dockless electric bikes have become slower, and in some cases more expensive, after police raised concerns that the rental vehicles are enabling teen crime and misbehavior.
In mid-October, e-bike rental companies Lime and Veo agreed to lower the maximum speed boost on their e-bikes across the city. In certain crowded nightlife areas where teenagers congregate, all rented e-bikes are being slowed down even further.
"Anecdotally, we have some concerns about some of the shared transportation equipment being used in -- to commit crime," Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) said at a news conference Wednesday morning. "We want to make sure that all the bicycles can be available for the purpose that they are intended and curb any misuse."
While people younger than 18 are not allowed to use the shared e-bikes, enforcing those limitations can be difficult. Police did not provide data on teen use of Lime bikes or crimes involving them but in recent weeks have described suspects in several recent robberies as fleeing on Lime bikes.
"Lime was becoming a getaway vehicle for juvenile suspects in robberies and assaults," D.C. police spokesman Tom Lynch said.
D.C. Department of Transportation Director Sharon Kershbaum said officials were also responding to residents' concerns about e-bikes flying past them on trails and sidewalks: "We're getting a lot of complaints now, same as with reckless drivers," she said.
Unlike New York City, which recently put a blanket speed limit of 15 mph on e-bikes in response to similar speeding complaints, D.C. is only lowering the maximum speed assistance from a bike's motor. Electric assistance will now only go as high as 15 miles an hour on Veo bikes and 18 mph on Lime bikes.
Capital Bikeshare e-bikes are harder to speed on, DDOT spokesman German Vigil said, and data shows most riders go 15 mph or less. Around Howard University and in Chinatown, Navy Yard, the U Street area and the Wharf, all shared e-bikes are now limited to 8 mph of motor speed. (Electric kick scooters are already restricted to 10 mph in D.C.)
The restrictions come as the local problem of juvenile crime, an issue in D.C. since the pandemic, has become a matter of national politics and power. President Donald Trump has long portrayed D.C. as riddled with crime, and in August, after two teens were arrested for attempting to carjack a 19-year-old former DOGE staffer, he declared a "crime emergency" and seized temporary control of D.C.'s police department. Although the emergency has officially ended, both U.S. National Guard troops and federal officers continue to patrol the city.
Over the summer, the city imposed temporary curfews to limit large nighttime gatherings of youths, particularly around U Street and the waterfront. After a Halloween gathering at Navy Yard where police said fighting broke out and nine juveniles were arrested, the city approved a continuation of that policy, noting that several other chaotic incidents involving teens occurred once the summer curfews expired. The curfews remain a point of contention between Bowser and some members of the D.C. Council, who have argued that the city needs a more holistic approach to violence among teens.
In addition to the speed restrictions, Lime also raised the price of its "Lime Access" program, which offers low-income residents unlimited rides with no time limit. Police did not ask for that change but identified long rides as a potential method for suspects to flee crime scenes, Lynch said. Lime initially raised its monthly prices from $5 to $30 a month, but cut it to $15 last week.
Lime spokesperson Jacob Tugendrajch said the decision was made not only because of police concerns but also because the program's popularity had made it hard to maintain the bikes. Use of the program went from 50,000 rides across 2022 to over 1.5 million already this year. Capital Bikeshare also recently raised its prices, citing similar rising costs.
"Following feedback from riders, Lime Access users, and community partners, we worked with the City to find what we hope will be an appropriate balance on speed limits, and sustaining our Lime Access program over the long term," said Tugendrajch.
Lime has also begun asking users to take a selfie as part of the sign-up process. Previously, the company only required users to upload a copy of their IDs. Tugendrajch said in a statement that Lime has "long been working with the city on best practices for age verification."
Beyond the slow zones, DDOT is experimenting with signs on the Metropolitan Branch Trail that show a smiling face when bikers go by at below 15 mph and a frowning face when they go above it.
"If it works, it's something we'll use more broadly," Kershbaum said.
Charles Allen (D-Ward 6), who chairs the council's transportation committee, said he was concerned about barriers to e-bike access.
"This was a push from MPD [Metropolitan Police Department] to try to change behavior, maybe rather than addressing the behavior," Allen said. "I'd rather hold the person doing the harm accountable than making it so people can't use the bikes to get around when they need to."
Allen said he understood the speed limits, because he has also seen a spike in complaints about high speeds, where bikers are "hitting pedestrians and coming close to crashing into pedestrians." But he said the Lime Access price increase was "a huge overcorrection."
The issues are with "a minuscule amount of Lime e-bike riders," Allen said. "It just really stands out when someone is riding one unsafely, just like when somebody's driving a car unsafely."
The District has seen huge growth over the past few years in both the city's bike-share program and private competitors. Capital Bikeshare use doubled in the past three years from 2.3 million in 2022 to 5.3 million so far this year, with e-bikes driving the rise. Over a million rides have been taken on Veo this year and there were over a million on Lime e-bikes and scooters in June 2025 alone, the companies said.
Of over 300 traffic fatalities in the city over the past decade, according to DDOT data, only one involved no motor vehicles -- a collision between two e-bike riders last year that left one dead.
Emily Davies contributed to this report.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Man charged with threatening police in incident that led to Pentagon lockdown
Dylan Sloan of Maryland was carrying a knife in his right hand and a black briefcase in his left about 10:30 p.m. on July 22, court documents say.

A view of the Pentagon from the Air Force Memorial in Arlington, Virginia. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Juan Benn Jr. | 2025-11-13
A man was arrested Wednesday, months after he attempted to enter the Pentagon with a nine-inch chef's knife, according to court documents.
Dylan Sloan of Maryland was carrying the knife in his right hand and a black briefcase in his left about 10:30 p.m. on July 22, Pentagon police said, when he tried walking through a turnstile at a pedestrian bridge by Corridor 3.
He passed Pentagon employees who were leaving the premises, but the turnstile didn't open for him, documents filed in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia say. That's when he allegedly approached a Pentagon police officer in a nearby guard booth and gestured, knife in hand, for the officer to open the turnstile.
The interaction prompted the officer inside to lock the booth and warn other officers, police said, before the building was put on lockdown and a pedestrian bridge was evacuated.
Sloan was held and later questioned by police the next morning, according to court documents. He told a Pentagon Force Protection Agency special agent he received messages to his brain from President Donald Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth via radio towers.
"He described his frustration with politicians generally and said he intended to cut his own throat in front of the Pentagon with the chef knife found in his possession," police said in court documents.
On his way to the Pentagon, Sloan stopped at a bar in D.C. and a park in Hyattsville, Maryland, he told police.
Sloan was charged by federal prosecutors with interfering with agency functions and possession of a weapon. No court date has been set.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Pirro targets cryptocurrency scams with new federal task force
The scams are intricate, with fake websites and smartphone apps made to look like real investment platforms, and they often run for weeks or months.

U.S. Attorney Jeanine Pirro displays a cellphone Wednesday in Washington as she announces a task force targeting cryptocurrency fraudsters. (Cliff Owen/AP)


By Salvador Rizzo | 2025-11-13
A 60-year-old woman lost $1 million from her life savings. A Virginia man lost $272,000 and told authorities he was "financially assaulted." An 82-year-old man died by suicide after falling prey to a similar scam. "There wasn't enough money left even to pay for his headstone," his daughter said.
Thousands of people in the United States every year report being defrauded by online actors promising lucrative returns on cryptocurrency investments. The schemes are often long cons that target older Americans with the illusion of romance. But the reality is much grimmer, according to U.S. officials.
Violent crime networks in Southeast Asia in recent years have begun to coerce people into working at heavily guarded compounds in Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar, where they assume online personas designed to scam Americans by striking up relationships on social media or via text messages. The scams are intricate, with fake websites and smartphone apps made to look like real investment platforms, and they often run for weeks or months as victims are enticed to invest more after being shown reports of an initial profit.
U.S. Attorney Jeanine Pirro, the top prosecutor in the District of Columbia, said Wednesday that her office had launched the first investigative task force in the country focused on cryptocurrency scams, with the goal of neutralizing the overseas crime organizations draining billions of dollars from unsuspecting Americans. About 150,000 people reported losses of $9.3 billion from the scams in 2024, a 66 percent increase over the previous year, according to an FBI report.
The Scam Center Strike Force already has seized more than $401 million linked to crypto scams, and officials filed legal documents Wednesday to recoup another $80 million for victims, Pirro said. Hundreds of those victims were targeted on dating apps, according to the U.S. Secret Service, which is part of the task force along with officials from the FBI and the State and Treasury departments. The scammers often have ties to organized crime in China or violent militarized groups in Myanmar, officials said.
"The Department of Justice will not stand by while Chinese organized crime victimizes Americans and bleeds dry the hard-earned investments of American citizens," Pirro said Wednesday at a news conference unveiling the task force.
"The most important thing that we can tell someone who becomes victimized by this is, you know, don't be disappointed in yourself," she added. "Don't be upset with yourself that you fell to this kind of scam, because these people are experts. In some cases, their livelihood depends upon how much money they bring in to the scam center."
A woman in Redmond, Washington, lost $9.6 million to one such scam. The fake online personas often use photos of real people. A 63-year-old tai chi, yoga and fitness instructor from California said his photo had been used multiple times over 15 years by scammers posing as romantic interests for women, ABC News reported.
Officials are working with U.S. companies, such as internet service providers and social media services, to shut down the websites and user accounts associated with crypto scams, Pirro said. Facebook's parent company, Meta, has told officials it will collaborate with the task force, and Microsoft and AARP also "want to work with us," she said.
Treasury officials said Southeast Asian organized crime networks recruit workers in droves under false pretenses, "using debt bondage, physical violence and the threat of forced prostitution" to get them to scam people in the Western Hemisphere.
"We estimate that more than 400,000 people from more than 70 countries are forced to work in these scam compounds, primarily in Burma, Cambodia, and Laos," Bradley Smith, the director of Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control, said at the news conference Wednesday.
Smith singled out the Tai Chang compound in Myanmar, which is also known as Burma. The new task force is seeking warrants to seize the satellite terminals it uses to access the internet. The compound is run by the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army, an armed group that has supported Myanmar's military junta in that country's civil conflict while collaborating with Chinese organized crime. The group's soldiers have been filmed beating handcuffed scam center workers, and rescued workers have reported being subjected to electric shocks and being hung by their arms inside dark rooms, according to Treasury officials.
The Treasury Department imposed sanctions on the armed group and several of its senior leaders Wednesday, along with other organizations participating in crypto scams.
Pirro said that President Donald Trump "has sought to make the U.S. a leading haven for cryptocurrency" and that "as part of the president's goals, we strive to expose these fraudulent contacts and pitfalls so that Americans end up being secure in their investments."
Trump last month pardoned Changpeng Zhao, the former chief executive of Binance, who pleaded guilty in 2023 to violating anti-money-laundering guidelines and completed a four-month prison sentence. Trump's cryptocurrency company, World Liberty Financial, announced a deal in May in which one of its coins would be used in a $2 billion transaction between Binance, which is the world's largest crypto exchange, and MGX, the state-backed Emirati investment firm.
Officials said people who suspect they may be victims of a cryptocurrency scam should contact CryptoFraud@SecretService.gov or visit IC3.gov to file a report.
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D.C.
D.C. middle-schooler sent to hospital after consuming edible 
A student brought a "food item containing a controlled substance" to Kramer Middle School in D.C. and shared it with classmates, the principal told parents. 

Kramer Middle School in Southeast Washington. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


By Lauren Lumpkin | 2025-11-12
A D.C. middle-schooler was sent to the hospital, and several others were evaluated, after eating an edible at school, officials said Wednesday afternoon.
A student brought a "food item containing a controlled substance" to Kramer Middle School in Southeast Washington and shared it with several classmates, Principal Katreena Shelby said in a message to parents.
After eating the item, six students started to feel sick.
The students were evaluated by the school's nurse, officials said. The D.C. Fire and EMS Department was also called, and one student went to the hospital.
School officials did not say what substance the students consumed.
"I want to emphasize that our students' health and well-being are paramount," Shelby said, adding that the school's counselor, psychologist and social workers will continue to educate students on substance use and prevention.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Seasonable tonight into Thursday; staying dry for now
Another round of aurora is possible tonight. Maybe a few light showers this weekend.

The northern lights seen Tuesday evening from Mount Airy, Maryland. (Scott Jacobson/X) 


By Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston | 2025-11-12
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Mainly clear this evening, which helps allow any new round of aurora to be visible. Chilly but not too extreme, or mainly mid-30s to low 40s for lows.
What's next? About the same tomorrow, then lighter winds Friday and Saturday with highs in the mid-50s to low 60s. Maybe a few light showers and warmer this weekend.
The latest coronal mass ejection (CME) began reaching Earth between 2 and 3 p.m. this afternoon. The storm briefly intensified toward strong levels before some fluctuation downward. While the event is still playing out, SpaceWeather.com now suggests it will peak at moderate to strong rather than severe. Last night's widespread show was the result of a severe storm.
Given the arrival in mid- to late afternoon, timing is relatively good for aurora potential to kick into gear early this evening, then potentially last into the night. But unless it moves to a high-end strong or severe storm, which last night's event did quite rapidly at onset, aurora may remain to the north of our area this go.
Like Tuesday, any great views will be outside the city lights, but long-exposure photography such as cellphone imagery can capture aurora that is not visible to the naked eye.
Skies should tend partly to mostly clear in the immediate D.C. area. Clouds may be more numerous as one heads into northern Maryland and northward. Even with currently diminished expectations, it's worth keeping an eye on the sky and/or your social media feeds.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: Skies stay mostly clear as evening readings drop back into the 40s and overnight lows settle in the mid-30s to low 40s. If the northern lights have an encore performance, it should be a great night to see them. A breeze from the west lingers at about 5 to 10 mph. Confidence: High
Tomorrow (Thursday): Much the same as today, perhaps a degree or two cooler, with mostly sunny skies and afternoon highs in the mid- to upper 50s. Somewhat breezier with occasional gusts from the west and northwest near 25 to 30 mph. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Winds become light by evening as we drop back into the 40s again. Overnight lows range from near freezing in the cold spots to the upper 30s in downtown D.C. Mostly clear skies. Confidence: High
A look ahead
Plenty of sun Friday and Saturday with mainly light winds and highs in the mid-50s to low 60s. Friday night lows dip to the 30s, then warmer upper 30s to mid-40s for lows Saturday night. Confidence: Medium-High
A few light showers are possible at some point Saturday night or Sunday as low pressure passes to our north. Otherwise we should be partly to mostly cloudy, mild and breezy with highs in the 60s. Confidence: Low-Medium
Back to mostly sunny skies on Monday, but cooler, with highs probably in the 50s. Confidence: Medium
Today's daily digit -- 6/10: The morning chill is less biting than Tuesday. By afternoon we're back up to near-average highs, though still rather breezy. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this day in 2004, a calendar-day record 2.06 inches of rain fell. The windswept soaking came from an area of low pressure that cut through the Tennessee Valley and passed south of D.C. before turning northeast and paralleling the coast of New England, according to CapitalWeather.com, the predecessor to the Capital Weather Gang.
And on this day in 2009, the area was drenched by the remnants of Hurricane Ida, which struck Alabama as a tropical storm on Nov. 10, and then morphed into a nor'easter off the Mid-Atlantic coast. D.C. received nearly 2 inches of rain between Nov. 11 and 14 from the storm. In Richmond, a November-record 3.51 inches accumulated. High winds buffeted the coast; Norfolk clocked a gust at 75 mph. Moderate to severe flooding also affected the Atlantic shore from North Carolina to New Jersey.
Here are other notables from this date:
	Average high: 59
	Average low: 43
	Record high: 77 (1912)
	Record low: 24 (1926)
	Record rainfall: 2.06 inches (2004)
	Record snowfall: 0.6 inches (1976)
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Maryland Politics
In a Md. county grappling with crime, the race for top prosecutor kicks off
Tara H. Jackson will face District 2 county council member Wanika B. Fisher for the office vacated by County Executive Aisha Braveboy in a community that has grappled with crime. 

(Prince Georges County Government/Prince Georges County Government )


By Katie Shepherd, Lateshia Beachum | 2025-11-13

Tara H. Jackson was endorsed by Sen. Angela Alsobrooks (D-Maryland) and also has the backing of several key figures in Prince George's County politics. (Prince George's County Government) 


Tara H. Jackson, the interim state's attorney for Prince George's County, formally launched a campaign on Wednesday to keep her seat, setting up a contest for the county's top law enforcement position next year that pits two politically connected Democrats against one another.
Council member Wanika B. Fisher (D-District 2) has also launched a bid for County Executive Aisha Braveboy's (D) former seat in a county that has contended with a stubbornly high homicide rate that began to tick up into the triple-digits in 2020 after more than a decade of lower-than-average violent crime.
Crime has become an increasingly important issue for voters in the county, with the number of people citing it as their top concern, increasing from just 9 percent in 2019 to 33 percent in 2024, according to a Washington Post-University of Maryland poll. In addition to homicides, a pandemic-fueled jump in carjackings -- which rose from 86 in 2019 to 508 in 2023 before dipping somewhat last year -- has also spurred more county residents to rank crime as a top concern.
At a campaign kickoff event in Upper Marlboro on Wednesday, Jackson laid out her vision for the office, saying it would be centered on accountability for offenders and prosecutors and trust between the office and the community -- with no room for politics in how justice is administered.
She assured her supporters that her office would appropriately discipline and rehabilitate youth offenders, a particular concern in some areas of Prince George's, because "accountability is loving. We correct and discipline our children because we love them."
Jackson enters the race with an influential endorsement from Sen. Angela Alsobrooks (D-Maryland), a political powerhouse in Prince George's who previously served as state's attorney and county executive. She also has the backing of several other key figures in Prince George's County politics, including former county executive Rushern L. Baker III, state Sen. Ron Watson and Sheila R. Tillerson Adams, the retired chief and administrative judge for the 7th Judicial Circuit.
Fisher announced her campaign in June, days before Jackson was picked by Prince George's County judges to serve as acting county executive. She is also backed by several heavy hitters from Prince George's County. Since announcing her candidacy, Fisher has received endorsements from Democratic state Sens. Malcolm Augustine and Nick Charles and state delegates Jazz Lewis and Jeffrie Long.
Jackson served as a principal deputy state's attorney and prosecuted violent offenses including gun crimes, child abuse and homicide during Alsobrooks's tenure leading the office, at a time when violent crime in the county dipped by 50 percent.
She also served as deputy chief administrative officer for Government Operations and chief administrative officer when Alsobrooks was county executive. After Alsobrooks was elected to the U.S. Senate, Jackson briefly served as acting county executive.
If elected, Jackson said, her top priorities would continue to be holding violent offenders accountable, expanding pathways to rehabilitation, building stronger partnerships with law enforcement and community organizations, protecting victims and survivors through trauma-informed practices, and ensuring transparency and fairness across the Office of the State's Attorney.
"I ask you to trust my record of experience, my record of communication and collaboration, my record of fairness, my record of integrity," she said at the kickoff event. "I'll do my best to hold criminals accountable."
Alsobrooks, who was also at the Upper Marlboro event, described Jackson as a "rock solid prosecutor, a gladiator of sorts in the courtroom and a fearless trial lawyer who took on cases to protect the people of Prince George's County."
Alsobrooks said she first heard about Jackson 32 years ago, when Alsobrooks was a first-year law student at the University of Maryland Law School.
The campus buzzed that Jackson was "destined to be a topflight lawyer," Alsobrooks said. Jackson's penchant for excellence has followed her throughout the years, proving prior talk about Jackson correct, Alsobrooks said. "The people would shudder when they heard Tara would be in court. It didn't even matter which side of the courtroom she was on," Alsobrooks said. "Nobody wanted to go up against her."
Fisher announced a platform with a focus on tackling drug addiction, homelessness and violent crimes in Prince George's County. She also emphasized efforts to protect seniors from financial abuse and shield children from gun violence.

LARGO, MD -- APRIL 22: Prince George's County council member, Wanika Fisher, in her office at the Wayne K. Curry Administration Building and in the council chamber on April 22, 2025. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


Fisher was among a group of several local lawmakers who submitted a letter to Prince George's County sitting judges, asking them not to select someone who will be running for the state's attorney's position in the 2026 election cycle to serve as the acting state's attorney.
"Appointing an individual who will seek to run for the office will give an unfair platform and usurp the voices of the voters," the group of lawmakers said in the letter obtained by The Post. "We feel that this request is consistent with the Judges' position that Judges should not be involved in the electoral process."
When Fisher ran to represent District 2 in Prince George's, Alsobrooks endorsed Fisher over former state senator Victor Ramirez (D). Alsobrooks called Fisher "a strong pillar" in addressing needs of residents and said her accomplishments in Prince George's state delegation made her the right person to represent District 2 as a council member. Fisher also endorsed Alsobrooks's in her Senate campaign.
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Tech Policy
This pastor fell for a TikTok stunt and sparked a debate on Christian charity
An influencer's test of churches went viral, rewarding the generous and shaming the stingy.

A TikTok influencer's stunt put houses of worship to the test. (davelogan/iStockphoto)


By Tatum Hunter, Michelle Boorstein | 2025-11-13
Johnny Dunbar, the 69-year-old pastor of a small congregation in Kentucky, was the only person in the church office when the phone rang on a Friday morning two weeks ago. He picked up, having no idea his next conversation would be replayed millions of times across the internet.
"I have a 2-month-old baby," said a young woman on the other end of the line. "And I ran out of formula last night. I was wanting to see if y'all could help with formula."
Dunbar had been wondering how families in his Appalachian community would fare as some lost their food assistance because of the federal government shutdown; he had seconds to decide how to respond. He grabbed a pen and paper, asked how much formula she needed and offered to deliver it himself if he couldn't send someone else.

Johnny and Marlene Dunbar, a pastor and his wife in Somerset, Kentucky. (Kylee Marcum) 


It was the first beat of a viral story that drew international attention to America's churches and their response -- or lack thereof -- to neighbors in need. The caller, a content creator who goes by the name Nikalie Monroe, was recording Dunbar's words, and the resulting video blew up on TikTok alongside many clips of churches refusing to help.
"I'm so lucky I got it right that day," Dunbar said of the phone call. "Because so often I get it wrong."
Monroe, who has since said she is the mother of an 8-year-old, wasn't really trying to feed a hungry baby. She was recording a video series by reaching out to churches with a plea for food and posting their responses to social media. She presented the TikToks, titled "testing your church," as a social experiment: With the government freezing Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits, would Christian organizations make good on their biblical mandate to feed the hungry?
The videos drew millions of viewers on TikTok and sparked conversations across social media about what it means to love thy neighbor in today's America. Some people were angry, saying Monroe's "test" was a setup and she deceived churchgoers for a social media stunt. Others condemned some of the churches for failing to take care of an apparent neighbor in need. Monroe didn't respond to requests for comment.
Savannah Locke, a Nashville-based writer and podcaster who advises Christian influencers on social media, said the project went viral in part because of timing and context.
Monroe is based in the South, Locke noted, where there is a very strong conservative Christian culture that prefers help from churches rather than help from government. Through those eyes, she said, SNAP benefits being taken away raises questions.
"Conservatives say: 'The government shouldn't do this! Churches should!' And in theory that's one thing, in reality it's not always lived out, and I wonder if that's some of the motivation -- testing religious folks. 'Hey there's a crying, hungry baby, and are you going to put your money where your mouth is?'"
The first video in Monroe's series featured her call with Dunbar, and its comment section flooded with viewers moved by the pastor's offer. Many said they had donated to his church's ministries, which raised more than $95,000 after the video went viral, according to a church administrator.
"This lesbian atheist just donated $100," one commenter quipped.
A second video, posted later that day, went differently. Monroe called Victory Christian Fellowship, another church in Somerset, Kentucky, and was put on hold while the dark and orchestral "In the Hall of the Mountain King" played in the background. Then the church representative comes back on the line and recommends Monroe reach out to a local nonprofit or government office.
Monroe's posts steadily picked up steam, earning millions of views and jumping to other platforms including Instagram and X, where users dissected the phone calls. Justin McNair, a furniture store owner in Mississippi, was scrolling TikTok when Monroe's videos caught his eye. He hunted through her series, and sure enough: There was a video mentioning Broadmoor Baptist Church, the congregation down the road from his house. In it, someone at Broadmoor tells Monroe that they can't help her with the baby formula and suggests she call a different local church.
McNair was furious. He opened Facebook and wrote a post, tagging Broadmoor and expressing his disappointment not only in its response to Monroe, but also in organized religion in general. The church responded in the comments.
"We are so sorry that you have had the experience you described with your church family," the account wrote. "As for the video that you posted, we received that call a week ago and sure wish it had gone differently."
As the videos spread, some people bristled at Monroe's methods. Calling a church and then shaming it for screening what could be a scam call isn't fair, said Ed Stetzer, an evangelical speaker and writer. And recording calls to busy church offices isn't the best gauge of how much churches are helping their communities, he said.
"Nowadays, I guess it is easier to assume the worst and go viral, rather than to understand that random church calls are complicated," Stetzer said.
Some congregants piped up to defend their churches or attack Monroe herself.
"I understand that by posting all this on her TikTok that she has upped her ratings and gained followers," Kathy McDonald-Choate, a congregant at East Somerset Baptist in Kentucky, told The Washington Post. "I would not want to be her on Judgment Day."
The religious organizations that responded positively to Monroe's call included a mosque in Charlotte, a Buddhist temple in Chapel Hill and a few Protestant churches across the South and the Midwest. Lakewood Church, the Houston megachurch run by celebrity pastor Joel Osteen, said it would review her request in a process that could take weeks.
Some onlookers said Monroe's series inspired them to "test" their own local churches, organizations or even individual neighbors. Sarah Brown, a mother in South Carolina, called her local Nazarene church, she said. Using Monroe's exact script, she asked for helping finding formula for her fictional 2-month-old baby. "That isn't something we do," was the answer, according to Brown.
Monroe's experiment inflamed onlookers -- religious or not, Republican or Democrat -- because it struck at the heart of tension over the church's role in taking care of the needy, said Blake Chastain, who focuses on people who have left evangelicalism in his book "Exvangelical and Beyond."
Many churches -- including in areas where lots of attendees need benefits such as SNAP -- are likely to focus on scripture such as 2 Thessalonians 3:10: "If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat," Chastain noted. Whereas in the Book of Matthew, Jesus commands followers to love God and "love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets."
"People have spent years attending churches where using government programs has been vilified by their pastors and their broader conservative media systems" via certain scriptures, Chastain said. He also cited the widespread use of what's called the prosperity gospel -- a popular school of thought in many congregations that says poverty is the result of personal failure and sin, whereas wealth and success is a sign of God's blessing.
"It's statistically very likely these churches have members who need SNAP and have been sitting in the pews and being made to feel shame," he said.
The viral success of the TikTok campaign, he said, reflects how for many, trying to reconcile different interpretations of Christianity -- one more about managing behavior and the other more about service -- strikes a nerve.
The huge interest in Monroe's videos can be a message for churches and their attendees, said Monica Schaap Pierce, executive director at Christian Churches Together, an ecumenical organization that includes Evangelical, Pentecostal, historic Black, mainline Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox churches. Train your front office workers, she said, and treat the "scandal of poverty" like a "matter of faithfulness" rather than a partisan question.
Because next time a call for help comes in, the entire world could be listening.
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World
Russia's much-hyped humanoid robot face-plants onstage during debut
A humanoid robot powered by artificial intelligence, known as AIDOL, tumbled during its highly anticipated debut appearance at a Moscow tech show.




By Naomi Schanen, Natalia Abbakumova | 2025-11-13

A humanoid AI robot fell onstage during its debut appearance at a Moscow technology showcase on Nov. 11.


A humanoid robot's highly anticipated debut quickly went awry when it stumbled onstage at a technology showcase in Moscow on Tuesday.
Backed by the theme song of "Rocky," the robot, accompanied by two people, waddled onto the stage before a room full of journalists ready to catch a glimpse of what the developers called "Russia's first anthropomorphic robot with artificial intelligence." But in a scene resembling the end of a messy night at the bar, as the robot attempted to wave its right hand, it stumbled around before falling flat, face-first.
The two men accompanying the robot scrambled to drag it offstage, while other staff members tried to pull a black curtain across the stage to cover the blunder.

Staff members attempted to quickly cover the robot's blunder with a black curtain. (Maxim Shipenkov/EPA/Shutterstock)


The robot, known as AIDOL, was created by a Russian company with the same name, which was registered in August 2025. Vladimir Vitukhin, AIDOL's chief executive, said the autonomous robot is able to perform three essential tasks: movement, manipulation of objects and communication, a local news agency reported.
According to AIDOL's website, the walking robot weighs 209 pounds (95 kilograms) and stands at 6 feet 1 inch (186 centimeters) tall. It can convey more than 12 basic emotions, carry up to 22 pounds of load and move at speeds of up to 3.7 mph, the website added. Its developers claim the robot is 73 percent localized, meaning it is built mostly from Russian components.
Vitukhin said the robot had been tested in a variety of conditions before the debut -- "on stones, carpet, laminate, expanded clay and slippery floors," according to the Moscow Times.
He believed Tuesday's fall was probably the result of a voltage fluctuation and other environmental factors, including the lighting, but added: "Surely everyone felt sorry for it, and that's one of its functions -- to evoke sympathy," the newspaper added.

Russian humanoid robot AIDOL reacts during its debut presentation at a Moscow technology showcase Tuesday. (Maxim Shipenkov/EPA/Shutterstock)


AIDOL is the flagship project of Russia's New Technological Coalition, a consortium of robotics companies and technical universities working to develop anthropomorphic robots. Alexey Yuzhakov, head of the coalition and founder of robotics company Promobot, told Russian business newspaper Vedomosti that he hopes to attract up to $50 million (4 billion rubles) in investments -- from both Russian and foreign private investors and funds -- for future developments.
He told the Russian state news agency Tass that the autonomous robot learns from the "consequences of its own action" and will "continue to improve."
Once seen as a sci-fi fantasy, similar to flying cars, humanoid robots are now a reality, with major tech corporations investing big time.
Elon Musk's Tesla is building its own humanoid robot called Optimus and said the robots will be "the biggest product ever in history," while Meta and Google are working on integrating their own AI technology and research with humanoid robots, The Post previously reported. According to Morgan Stanley analysts, the United States is predicted to have 78 million humanoid robots at work by 2050.
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The Optimist
His resume was spotted at a Jonas Brothers show. Now he is the internet's most wanted hire.
Scott Kelly told The Post he was not at the concert and was not even looking for a job.

Nick Jonas, Joe Jonas and Kevin Jonas of the Jonas Brothers perform at Capital One Arena in Washington, Dec. 14, 2021. (Photo by Kyle Gustafson/For The Washington Post)


By Kyle Melnick | 2025-11-13
Jen Wilson and her roommate were crying from joy and cheering at a Jonas Brothers concert in Buffalo when they saw something in the row ahead of them Sunday that made them burst into laughter.
A man was scrolling on his phone, looking at a PDF of a resume titled "Scott Kelly Resume Sept 2025." Wilson took a video of the resume and posted it on TikTok that night, having no idea the cascade of events to follow.
The video took off, drawing more than 45 million views and tens of thousands of comments -- including from the Jonas Brothers and major brands eager to join in. Many wished the resume owner well, while others jokingly claimed to know him. A few even falsely claimed to be him.
As the video amassed more fans, people began to ask: Who is Scott Kelly and why was someone looking at his resume at a Jonas Brothers concert?
Even Kelly, 36, told The Washington Post that he didn't know the answer to the second question.
Kelly said he was taking a virtual class at his Syracuse, New York, home for his master's of business administration program on Monday night when a friend texted him that he was going viral. Kelly didn't have a TikTok account, he said, but he logged on and started his trial by fire.
"I would've bet every dollar I own ... that this would never happen," Kelly said.

Scott Kelly said it was his resume that went viral on TikTok, shocking him. (Mile Cristobal/MidlineCode)


A copy of Kelly's two-page resume -- outlining his experience working for a telecommunications company and serving in the U.S. Army -- that he provided The Post appeared to match the one shown in Wilson's TikTok.
As Kelly scrolled on the app Tuesday for the first time, he began to piece together why companies were giving him on-brand compliments, like Old Navy writing he "dresses professionally," Clorox calling him the "cleanest person I've ever met" and skin care company Laneige saying he should be hired for his "hydrated skin." Nick Jonas wrote Kelly's "work ethic and critical thinking inspired" him to write a lyric in the song "Burnin' Up."
Wilson, the TikTok poster, was sitting in KeyBank Center's lower-level seating area Sunday night when she and her roommate, Randi Brod, noticed the man scrolling through the resume. Wilson recorded him -- unbeknownst to the man, Brandon Bieron.

Randi Brod, left, and Jen Wilson attended a Jonas Brothers concert in Buffalo on Sunday. (Jen Wilson)


Bieron, president of New York's Reimer Home Services, told The Post that he went to the concert with his wife, Ange, a Jonas Brothers fan, and his brother-in-law and sister-in-law. His company is considering expanding, he said, and a colleague found and emailed him Kelly's resume on Sunday to flag a potential candidate.
"Talent waits for nobody," said Bieron, 37. "And I started looking through it."
Bieron said he scanned the resume for about a minute.

Brandon Bieron, top, and his brother-in-law looked at their phones during a Jonas Brothers concert at Buffalo's KeyBank Center on Sunday. (Ange Bieron)


Wilson didn't think about the resume most of the concert as she listened to the Jonas Brothers perform her favorite childhood songs, including "Burnin' Up," "Lovebug" and "When You Look Me In The Eyes." After the concert, Wilson, a sales manager at a Hyatt in Buffalo, posted the video on TikTok with the caption: "Good luck Scott Kelly i hope you get the job."
"There was always the hope in the back of my mind that the Jonas Brothers would see it, but I did not actually expect them to," Wilson told The Post. "I really didn't expect anything out of it."
The video blew up the next day.
"Can confirm Scott can deliver," Instacart commented.
"Scott Kelly has that drive," Kia America wrote. "Hire him immediately."
"Scott Kelly is always on time with the rent," Monopoly added.

A screenshot of Jen Wilson's viral TikTok video from a Jonas Brothers concert in Buffalo on Sunday. (Jen Wilson)


A man with the same name as Kelly wrote in the comments "No job offer yet..." But he said in a LinkedIn message that the resume shown in the video wasn't actually his. Another man named Scott who discussed his job prospects in the comments spells his last name "Kelley" -- clearly different from the resume title.
Kelly, who said he's the real owner, wondered how someone got his resume. He said he hasn't applied for a job recently but found the supportive comments funny.
"It's better than the opposite, for sure," Kelly said. "It's nice for folks to have that much faith in a stranger."
Bieron, who said he's not on TikTok, said a colleague texted him the video on Tuesday after recognizing him. Bieron said the first question that popped into his mind was: "How's Scott going to feel about this?"
Bieron said he contacted Kelly, who was embracing his newfound internet fame. Kelly said in his first TikTok: "Apparently folks are looking for Scott Kelly. Well, that's me." Kelly hopes the attention will lead to more listeners on his national security podcast, "At the Water's Edge."
Kelly is "gainfully employed" by his telecommunications company, he said, but his friends have joked that he would have a chance to receive any job he wants now because of his new references.
"My inbox is so flooded with opportunities right now," Kelly said. "It's hard to know where I'm going to start, but right now I'm working on growing my opportunities where I am."
While Bieron and Kelly plan to get coffee Friday, neither are expecting a job offer -- although Bieron said he wants to "open up lines of communication" with the country's new most coveted employee.
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Investigations
Behind the scenes of the D.C. mayor's battle to keep Trump at bay
D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser has worked behind the scenes to appease President Trump more often than has been publicly known since his reelection.

Bowser speaks to D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith in the mayor's office on Sept. 10. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Jonathan O'Connell | 2025-11-13
President-elect Donald Trump was complaining about grimy tiles.
It was December 2024, and D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser had traveled to Mar-a-Lago to forge a working relationship with the man who had pledged during his campaign to wrest control of the city's government upon his return to the White House.
In speeches, Trump had called D.C. a "horribly run" and "crime-ridden" city plagued by "filth and decay." Now, with the mayor sitting across from him inside his office at his Palm Beach, Florida, club, he aired a more specific criticism: The tiles lining a highway tunnel under the National Mall were dirty and worn.
"Tiles are old/395 Tunnel," Bowser (D) scribbled in green ink on the bottom-right corner of a sheet where she took color-coded notes during the wide-ranging, one-hour discussion.
Later that day, Bowser, whose defiant approach during Trump's first term made her a national figure in the Democratic resistance, announced she'd had "a great meeting" with Trump about their "shared priorities." Privately, she instructed her staff to inspect the Interstate 395 tunnel and find ways to brighten it up. Within weeks, city workers had switched on lights that had been left off to conserve energy and cleaned up their fixtures.
Bowser's response was an early example of the approach she has used to so far prevent a complete federal takeover of the city, including her effort this summer to end an emergency order that gave the Trump administration control of D.C. police for 30 days. Behind the scenes, Bowser has worked to appease Trump in both small and significant ways -- and more often than has been publicly known -- in the year since his reelection, a Washington Post examination found.
This account, which reconstructs key interactions in the mayor's effort to navigate Trump's demands, is based on extensive interviews with Bowser and more than 20 other people, including Trump Chief of Staff Susie Wiles, who attended the Mar-a-Lago meeting. Bowser also allowed a Post reporter to accompany her during some events while Trump's emergency order was in effect, to join meetings and phone calls with staff, and to review notes and internal memos.
Some of Bowser's moves have been visible: Nearly two months into Trump's presidency, for example, she ordered city workers to remove a ground mural in Black Lives Matter Plaza, a symbol of the racial justice protests that followed the murder of George Floyd in 2020.

Construction workers remove the "Black Lives Matter" street mural near the White House on March 17. (Caroline Gutman/For The Washington Post)


But she has also been deferential out of the public eye. She assured Trump in an Oval Office meeting that she would publicly emphasize the benefits of his federal intervention. She worked to beautify city property that had drawn his attention. And she and her staff rubbed shoulders with the president and other administration officials at a closed-door White House gathering.
Bowser has thus far preserved D.C.'s limited self-governance, known as home rule.
At the same time, she has angered liberal constituents, and the limits of her strategy have come into focus since the emergency order expired in September. D.C. police are still working alongside federal immigration enforcement agents, and National Guard troops from red states are still patrolling the city.
Over the past several months, Trump has sent National Guard troops and federal law enforcement agents into Democratic-run cities across the country, prompting leaders in Chicago; Los Angeles; and Portland, Oregon, to forcefully reject the president's actions as unwelcome and illegal.
Unlike those cities, D.C.'s unique constitutional status as a federal district makes it especially vulnerable to the kind of takeover Trump pledged while running for reelection. He raised that prospect during his private meeting with Bowser at Mar-a-Lago as he prepared to take office.
"You've been hearing about what I've been saying on the campaign trail about, you know, taking over," Bowser recalled Trump telling her, an exchange confirmed by Wiles. "Do you think that would work?"
"I want to work with you, but I don't want you to take me over," Bowser responded.
"Well, if you do a good job, I won't," the president replied.
Wiles said in an interview that the meeting ended with the two finding common ground on matters such as removing graffiti and restoring grass in parks within the city. They came to no resolution on Trump's threatened takeover, however. "The sticking point was, and I suspect will always be at the end of the day: What does the president want to do about D.C. government?" Wiles told The Post.
Asked recently what she gained by visiting Mar-a-Lago, Bowser pointed to Trump's restraint toward D.C. until his order in August.
"I got eight months," she said.
Bowser, 53, was sitting at the desk in her office overlooking Pennsylvania Avenue on Aug. 11 when she learned about Trump's emergency order. She was watching his White House news conference on television, as the president told reporters the city had been taken over by violent gangs and bloodthirsty criminals.
Bowser had come to believe Trump's dark view of D.C. was outdated, based on what he had seen four years earlier when he left a hollowed-out city still reeling from the pandemic. Now, he was invoking that imagery to justify a show of federal force unlike any the city had experienced in her lifetime.
"This is liberation day in D.C., and we're going to take our capital back," Trump said.
The order gave Attorney General Pam Bondi control of D.C. police for at least 30 days -- and potentially longer if the Republican-controlled Congress decided to extend the emergency. Trump also deployed hundreds of National Guard troops into the city the day of his news conference.
Bowser, a D.C. native from a middle-class Black family, was born the year before Congress granted the city home rule. She was determined to protect her hometown's ability to govern itself. But she believed her options were limited: She could publicly fight Trump and risk provoking a total takeover of the city, or she could show some willingness to cooperate in hopes he and his allies in Congress would let the emergency expire. She chose the latter, knowing it carried the risk of blowback from D.C. residents, she said.
"We've got to keep following our strategy, as unsatisfying as it is," she told The Post in an interview during the takeover.
Three days after Trump declared an emergency, the city's police chief issued an order expanding collaboration with federal immigration agents in limited circumstances -- a move some lawmakers and advocates believed flew in the face of D.C.'s "sanctuary city" law that broadly prohibits cooperation with immigration authorities without a warrant.
City police officers began helping officials from a half dozen federal agencies -- including masked agents working for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement -- as they set up check points, cleared out homeless encampments and made arrests concentrated in the city's poorest and least White neighborhoods.

After Trump declared a crime emergency in D.C., federal units and local law enforcement worked closely together. (Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP)


Bowser felt she needed to take action. She began thinking about crafting a mayoral order that would show her openness to partnering with Trump on some federal law enforcement efforts but not others, including immigration enforcement, she told The Post.
She came to see that tactic as more urgent as Trump continued making false claims, including that it had been years since the city saw a week without a homicide.
"I saw his heightened talk about maybe extending the emergency, maybe even outside of what the law said," Bowser told The Post.
A little more than two weeks into the emergency, Bowser called Bondi to ask for a meeting. The two had met months earlier at a grim news conference after the slaying of two Israeli Embassy employees outside the National Jewish Museum, and they had talked almost daily since the start of the emergency. Bowser planned to float the idea of the mayoral order.
Bondi agreed to meet with Bowser and Wiles at the White House the next morning. Wiles had been impressed by the mayor's demeanor at Mar-a-Lago and had come to appreciate Bowser's push to get the D.C. Council to pass tougher crime measures. "It's not everybody that can navigate between President Donald Trump and the D.C. city council," Wiles said later.
Bowser went to the White House that day with printouts she hoped would help convince Trump's top advisers that there was no need for Congress to extend the emergency.
The three women met alone in Wiles's office.
"We've got to get out of this emergency," Bowser said she told them. "This is how we do it."
Flipping through the pages, she focused on two in particular. One displayed a drop in city police officers from 3,800 before George Floyd's murder in 2020 to under 3,200 now. Bowser said it was a trend she had been working to reverse, but in the meantime, she told them, the surge of federal officers was helping to fill the gap.
She highlighted a second page that praised the surge for leading to an increase in gun seizures and arrests as well as an accelerated drop in homicides and other violent crime.
That page also listed what she wanted changed: ICE was "terrorizing" people, the city's economy was suffering and the community's trust in law enforcement was dwindling. Bringing in National Guard troops from other states also was eroding that trust, Bowser noted.
Wiles told the mayor: "We will take these suggestions under advisement seriously." The chief of staff made no commitments. Wiles and Bowser declined to share some details of their negotiations with The Post, including whether they discussed an end to the city's cooperation with ICE. Bondi declined a request for comment.
The mayor "was generally pleased. She had a couple of things she didn't love," Wiles later told The Post.
Still, the three loosely agreed on a path forward, Bowser and Wiles said: The mayor would pledge to work with the Justice Department to fight violent crime and get guns off the street. The administration would consider letting the order expire.
"Would you like to go in and see the president?'" Wiles recalled asking Bowser near the end of their meeting.
Bowser entered the Oval Office as Trump was on a phone call with Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) about a shooting at a Catholic church in Minneapolis. Secretary of State Marco Rubio was also there to meet with the president.
When the call ended, Trump turned to Bowser. He suggested that she focus on the positives in her public remarks about the emergency order. "It would be really helpful to this overall effort if you could say things are going well," Wiles recalled Trump saying.
The mayor responded that she could say some version of that in her own words. Bowser then headed straight to an afternoon news conference she had scheduled earlier that day, believing she was now armed with a path to ending the emergency order and regaining control of the city's police force.
Standing before microphones that afternoon, she declared her "north star" was preserving D.C.'s autonomy. In the coming days, she said, she would issue a mayoral order spelling out the terms under which the D.C. government would continue working with the Trump administration.
Then -- to the shock and dismay of some of her constituents, other D.C. leaders and even her own friends -- she expressed gratitude to the president.
"We greatly appreciate the surge of officers that enhance what [D.C. police] has been able to do in this city," she said.

Bowser departs a news conference Aug. 15 after D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb (D) filed a suit against the Trump administration over the federal takeover of city police. (Kent Nishimura/For The Washington Post)


The fallout was immediate.
The next day, Bowser met privately with members of the D.C. Council and D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb (D), according to members and staff who attended. They gathered in a room near the council's chambers inside the John A. Wilson Building, two blocks from the White House.
Many of the council members felt blindsided and angry by the mayor's statement of appreciation, according to interviews with 10 attendees. They'd been hearing from deeply disappointed constituents, and now protesters were gathering outside the meeting room.
Bowser arrived after most of the council members and sat at one end of the table, opposite Schwalb. The mayor wanted to use the meeting to discuss threats from members of Congress to chip away at D.C.'s autonomy.
Instead, the meeting quickly went in another direction. Council member Matthew Frumin (D-Ward 3) asked the mayor why she had expressed appreciation for the surge.
"That's not what I came here to talk about," the mayor snapped.
Some of the more liberal council members -- a group the mayor's staff sometimes called the "woke squad" -- argued that cooperating with the administration would yield no results, according to attendees and two sets of notes taken during the meeting.
Council member Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4), a democratic socialist who is considered a possible mayoral contender in next year's election, told Bowser her strategy was inviting further federal interference in D.C. and in other cities.
"This is a time to reject and resist," Lewis George said.
Bowser told council members that if that's the way they wanted to go, they could all make a unified statement in opposition to Trump. But they would be risking D.C.'s right to govern itself, she warned.
"If you guys want to roll the dice on home rule, so be it, that's what we'll do," the mayor said. For a moment the room was silent.
Schwalb, who had publicly condemned Trump's emergency order, sat quietly through most of the discussion. He had filed a lawsuit against the administration over Trump's emergency order. Toward the end of the meeting, he voiced a concern -- which some attendees saw as a thinly veiled criticism of the mayor -- that anything elected leaders said publicly could be used to undermine the city's legal arguments in court.
Bowser left soon after and was confronted by several protesters in the hallway.
"Stand up for us," one of them yelled as security shepherded the mayor into an elevator. "We need you to stand up for us."
She returned to her office steamed about the council members. "They could all collectively go out on the front steps of the [Wilson] building, say 'f--- you, we resist,'" the mayor said. "But they don't actually propose doing that."

Bowser and Trump, in the Oval Office on May 5, announce plans to host the 2027 NFL Draft in D.C. (Annabelle Gordon/For The Washington Post)


With just over a week remaining in the emergency, Bowser sat down next to two of her aides at the round dining room table in her Northwest Washington home, snacking on yogurt as her small dog scurried around her. She sported a red button-down shirt featuring a "State of Washington DC" patch that seemed to hail from a distant, more optimistic time for the city.
Her morning call with staff began with a discussion about Trump's $2 billion plan to beautify D.C. in advance of next year's celebration of the country's 250th anniversary. The administration had proposed installing a massive flower bed on city property at the western end of the Frederick Douglass Memorial Bridge, next to Nationals Park. The flower bed, as envisioned by Trump's team, would be encircled by more than 50 flags representing U.S. states and territories.
The mayor and her staff discussed offering to help Trump realize his vision for the city in the hope it would earn goodwill on other issues.
"They love flags," Bowser said. "We do flags really well."
Then it was time to finalize the mayoral order that she had envisioned weeks earlier as a way to clarify how D.C. would work with federal law enforcement should the emergency be allowed to expire.
Pen in hand, Bowser went through a draft of the order line by line. She and her aides wanted to make sure the language would signal her opposition to coordinating with ICE and to masked federal officers. But they did not want to antagonize the administration. She had allowed the Justice Department to suggest edits, which an aide had added to the draft in blue.
The Justice Department proposed adding language committing D.C. to "ensure maximum cooperation with federal law enforcement." The mayor's staff nixed "maximum" and added a list of agencies with which D.C. would cooperate. The list, however, did not include ICE and other immigration enforcement agencies, such as Customs and Border Protection and Homeland Security Investigations.
The team also added a line to clarify that immigration enforcement was not the city's responsibility: "federal law enforcement continues to independently enforce federal law."

Bowser talks to Brig. Gen. Leland D. Blanchard II, the interim commanding general of the D.C. National Guard, on Sept. 11. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Staff proposed meeting with reporters to explain the details. The mayor declined. "It's pretty straightforward," she said.
But when the mayor released the order that afternoon, news coverage depicted her as welcoming the surge. Constituents were outraged. Social media users accused her of selling out the city and likened her strategy to French collaboration with Nazi Germany. Late that afternoon, members of her communications team paced in their office, scowls on their faces, arms folded.
At a news conference the next morning, reporters peppered Bowser with questions about the order. Would D.C. police officers continue working with ICE and other immigration forces in perpetuity? The mayor would not say how she would direct the city's police force to handle its relationship with ICE if Trump allowed his emergency order to expire. Instead, she repeatedly pointed reporters back to her order, which was silent on the matter.
After the event, Bowser slid into the second-row seat of a black SUV and headed back to the office. She grumbled as she looked out her half-open window, frustrated at having been repeatedly pressed for clarity about cooperating with ICE -- even though she intentionally left the order vague on this point.
"Do they not read?" Bowser said of the reporters. "I'm disgusted."
The following day, a few dozen advocates held a preliminary conference call to gauge interest in removing Bowser from office. They said she had betrayed her constituents by accommodating Trump's "fascist occupation of D.C."
That weekend, thousands of city residents, who have no voting representation in Congress, marched downtown chanting "Free DC!" in the largest groundswell of opposition to Trump's emergency since it began.

Bowser shares a laugh with staff members in her office Sept. 10. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Six days before the emergency order was set to expire, as the mayor's public safety and legislative aides filed into her office for a briefing, they began sharing a link to a Politico story that reported House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) had decided not to take up a vote extending the emergency. The speaker later said he understood there had been "an agreement between the White House and the local leadership" that prevented the need for an extension. (Through a spokesman, Johnson declined The Post's request for further comment.)
The aides' faces lit up as they looked at the story on their phones. Bowser had now gotten what she'd bargained for when she went to the White House.
"This was my strategy!" she said, walloping the throw pillow on the couch next to her. Top advisers smiled as they read the details.
Bowser took a moment to consider what it would mean for residents if the emergency expired in six days. The National Guard's presence, she believed, would peter out on its own. "They want to go home," she said, adding that troops' morale was low.
That still left ICE and other immigration enforcement agencies. Once the emergency order expired and she had legal control over D.C. police again, she predicted, "we'll be able to separate them from ICE," ending the blended patrols by city officers and ICE agents.
A day before Trump's order expired, Wiles invited the mayor to the White House for a private meet-and-greet on a patio outside her office.
Bowser and her top aides discussed whether to attend. Her staff did not want her to appear to be socializing with administration officials. But the mayor told aides she did not want to pass up a chance to raise issues important to D.C. directly with the president's top advisers. "Anytime we can get in front of that many Cabinet secretaries, we have to do it," she explained later. She went home to change.
That afternoon, under a white pergola with an open beam roof, administration staff and the mayor's team sipped drinks and celebrated the city's drop in crime, according to Wiles and two other people familiar with the event who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss it. Bondi and Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent were among those mingling. D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith and White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller chatted cordially. Mayoral staff took the opportunity to press Office of Management and Budget Director Russell Vought on the need to keep federal agencies in the city for economic purposes.
Trump walked in and proclaimed D.C. finally safe. At the time, data showed homicides and carjackings were down 53 percent and 75 percent, respectively, compared with the same month-long stretch last year. Violent crime had dropped by 39 percent. But some of Bowser's staff still wondered if residents would forgive her for cooperating with Trump.
"It's so great to see everybody here together," Trump said, according to Wiles. "The mayor has been doing a great job." He and Bowser shook hands.
The president said he was going to dinner nearby at Joe's Seafood, Prime Steak and Stone Crab. The mayor, who eats there often, suggested the fried shrimp.
Bowser confirmed to The Post that the gathering occurred but declined to share details.
The next day, Bowser interpreted Trump's new praise of D.C.'s safety as a sign he would lose interest in the surge.
"I think when Trump goes out and says 'This is the safest city in America,' to me, what I hear is, 'I'm done with this,'" Bowser said in an interview.
Less than a week later, she got a stark reminder of Trump's focus on D.C. and his unpredictability.
In an early-morning post on his Truth Social account, the president accused Bowser of instructing the city's police to stop working with ICE and threatened once again to take over the city.
Asked by a reporter to respond to the threat, Bowser texted the link to a video clip she had shared multiple times in the past after Trump disparaged her or the city.
It showed former NFL running back Marshawn Lynch's response when talk show host Bill Maher asked him about Trump's attacks.
"That motherf---er say a lot of s---," Lynch says in the clip.
In mid-October, more than a month after the emergency, Bowser was fielding heated questions from residents about why the city's police were still working alongside federal immigration agents and when the National Guard troops would leave.
"I have to ask you to trust me on getting out of the rest of it," she told residents at a tense public meeting. "You may not agree with everything I say or do, but I promise you, I'm doing it for all of us."
Meagan Flynn and Emily Davies contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2025/11/13/bowser-trump-negotiations-dc-takeover/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Investigations
State Department deleted records about risk of inadvertent nuclear war
Key historical records about the incident during the Reagan administration, known as the Able Archer 83 War Scare, were removed without explanation.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Marissa Vonesh/The Washington Post;  John van Hassel/Getty; Bettmann/Getty; documents obtained by The Washington Post)


By Nate Jones | 2025-11-13
There's a collection of official historical documents published by the U.S. government that -- let's be blunt -- I'm obsessed with.
These documents recount President Ronald Reagan's relations with the Soviet Union in the early 1980s, one of the most dangerous periods of the Cold War. Nuclear threats, high-stakes spy games and possible war: For a public records buff and a Tom Clancy aficionado, the once-secret files are pretty spectacular.
But earlier this year, when I clicked open the online volume I had read many times before, I noticed something was different. I blinked and blinked again, until I was finally satisfied that I was not hallucinating: Key historical records had been removed without explanation.
The State Department had deleted history.
Let me back up. Since 1991, the department has been required by law to publish "a thorough, accurate, and reliable" history of U.S. foreign policy within 30 years of the events. It does this in the Foreign Relations of the United States series, curated collections of primary source documents abbreviated as FRUS.
The State Department has published more than 450 volumes, which include thousands of primary source records detailing the crafting of U.S. foreign policy dating back to the Lincoln administration. The thick, bound ruby buckram volumes are a staple on the bookshelves of many college history departments where they remain an invaluable tool for students, scholars and authors.
But in the internet era, FRUS has become a predominantly digital publication, hosted on the State Department's website.
And it is easier to delete digital records than to destroy books.
This January, the State Department did just that when it republished on its website a volume about the Reagan administration -- without 15 pages on the risk of inadvertent nuclear war sparked by a 1983 NATO exercise.

President Reagan addresses the nation on March 23, 1983, about the development of a space-age shield to intercept Soviet missiles. (Bettmann via Getty Images) 


Previously, the revelations about the incident, known as the Able Archer 83 War Scare, were included toward the end of the 14,079-page digital volume on the Reagan administration's foreign policy toward the Soviet Union between January 1983 and March 1985.
These pages, originally published in February 2021, included historical documents such as a warning from the Defense Intelligence Agency director that Able Archer 83 brought the United States closer to nuclear war than most realized. The Washington Post reported these revelations at the time the collection of records was published.
According to the records, Able Archer 83 resembled an actual nuclear attack so closely that parts of the Soviet military made preparations for nuclear war. The documents revealed that the Soviet Union "implemented military and intelligence activities that previously were seen only during actual crises," including placing fighter jets on alert "which included preparations for immediate use of nuclear weapons."
According to another document excerpted in the Foreign Relations volume, after learning of the war scare, President Reagan "described the events as 'really scary.'"
Then, in, 2022, the entire Foreign Relations volume mysteriously disappeared from the State Department website without public announcement or explanation. When it reappeared in January 2025, the key pages on Able Archer 83 were missing.
All that remains in that spot is a brief notation stating that 15 pages have been redacted, with no explanation as to why. A reference to the now deleted records in the new version's introduction was changed -- also without explanation -- to refer readers to a less-detailed discussion of Able Archer 83 elsewhere in the volume.
A disclosure: Few, if any, people have studied Able Archer 83 as much as I have.
The first Freedom of Information Act requests I filed as an undergraduate in 2004 were about the incident. When they were denied, I was so chaffed that I spent more than a decade at the National Security Archive -- a nonprofit research organization that fights for the release of important historical records -- refining my FOIA skills.
Eventually, I won my FOIA battles and used the declassified records to write a book on Able Archer 83. I even did a podcast on it with Ed Helms.
So yeah, I took the deletion personally.
Imagine my surprise, then, when the State Department told me that I was the reason that the records were removed. I stared incredulously at my computer in July as I read an email from a spokesperson stating that the department deleted the records in response to my attempt to use FOIA to obtain an actual copy of a key record that was transcribed -- but not reproduced -- in the Foreign Relations volume.
In my attempt to get the record, I had sued the CIA, as the preface of the Foreign Relations volume thanked CIA staff for "arranging full access to CIA records."
But D.C. federal judge James E. Boasberg ruled that the CIA did not have to release a copy of the original.
After reviewing classified declarations, Boasberg said the CIA was not obliged because the agency "was not properly involved in the document's disclosure." The U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit upheld the ruling.
And then the 15 pages on a near-nuclear war went missing from the State Department volume.
A former State Department official told The Post that the removal of documents from a FRUS volume was not wise, noting it could lead to the "Streisand effect" -- a phenomenon in which attempts to scrub information from the internet usually make that information more well known.
"Once it's out there, pulling it back causes more harm than good," said the official, who had knowledge of the decision to remove the material but was not authorized to speak about it on the record. "But that's not always the view of our friends at other agencies."
According to a State Department spokesperson, the department had not explained the deletion of the section to the public because "the Department was not required to provide public notice."
I began to wonder if other State Department histories had been altered.
I enlisted Andrew Ba Tran, a data reporter at The Post. He used the statistical programming language R to scrape and compare every Foreign Relations volume available on the State Department's website with an earlier version preserved on the Wayback Machine website. He found no other such deletions.
The State Department spokesperson confirmed our work: "To my knowledge, there are no other instances where this has occurred."
There is a watchdog committee of sorts, composed of historians who do not work for the government, that is empowered to oversee the publication of State's histories.
The Office of the Historian, which publishes the Foreign Relations volumes, is required by law to allow the nine-member Historical Advisory Committee to "review records, and ... advise and make recommendations to the Historian concerning all aspects of preparation and publication of the FRUS series."
This Historical Advisory Committee has existed in some form since 1957, but Congress established the committee on a statutory basis and gave it increased authority in 1991. That's when the State Department determined that volumes discussing foreign relations with Iran, Guatemala and other countries omitted so many CIA actions that they no longer faithfully depicted what had happened and "jeopardized the integrity and purpose of the series."
I wondered: What did the Historical Advisory Committee know about the deletion of the Able Archer records?

NATO troops from a battalion based in Fort Hood, Texas, seen participating in training exercises in Germany in 1983. (John van Hasselt/Sygma via Getty Images) 


My review of the board's meeting notes between 2022 and 2025 found no references to the removal or alteration of this volume. Minutes from the March 2021 meeting did note, however, that the volume received "significant media coverage ... because of its inclusion of newly released documents, including documents about the Able Archer exercise," with a link to The Post's article I co-wrote.
Richard Immerman, a Temple University professor, historian and author who served as the committee's chairman from 2010 to 2021 -- before the volume was withdrawn -- called the unexplained removal of records from a FRUS volume "unprecedented." He warned that the quiet alteration of histories would "call into question the integrity of the volumes."
"I don't know how that type of anomaly in which something was published and then withdrawn and then republished with something absent ... cannot raise questions about whether it is thorough, reliable and accurate," Immerman said.
The republication of the Soviet history volume with the missing pages occurred in the final days of Joe Biden's presidency. In April, under the Trump administration, the nine nonpartisan Historical Advisory Committee members were fired.
This kind of turnover isn't typical. I reviewed the committee's minutes dating back to 1996, and found that the members of the committee remained largely consistent even as the party in charge changed.
No explanation was offered in an email obtained by The Post that was sent by Cate Dillon, the White House liaison to the State Department, to each member: "On behalf of President Donald J. Trump, I am writing to inform you that your position on the Advisory Committee on Historical Diplomatic Documentation is terminated effective immediately. Thank you for your service."
Under the 1991 law, six of the nine committee members are appointed by the secretary of state from designated scholarly institutions. The other three are "at large" members, meaning they cannot be government employees.
On June 23, the State Department sent letters to the six historical organizations charged by statute with nominating members to the committee, asking them to each identity at least five candidates. One letter, obtained by The Post, described a committee seat as "a unique opportunity to support President Trump's commitment to improving the Department of State's return on investment for the American people" and a means to "deliver tangible results that put America First."
James Goldgeier, an American University international relations professor who served as the committee's chairman until his April termination, told me that he believed the dismissal of the entire committee was part of a wider effort to ensure that federal advisory boards were composed of appointees chosen by the Trump administration.
"Most of the work currently being done is on getting volumes out from the Reagan era and George H.W. Bush era," Goldgeier said. "I really don't think there is very much room for partisan angles for the type of work that this involves."
When asked why all nine members of the committee were terminated, a spokesperson for the White House declined to comment and referred me back to the State Department.
In an emailed statement, a State Department spokesperson said the department is "actively vetting candidates" and that once the Historical Advisory Committee is reconstituted it will "continue to follow its responsibilities as stated in the statute."
Because of the dismissals, the committee canceled its planned June, September and December meetings. It also failed to submit its annual report to Congress by the March 1 deadline as required by law.
As a result, Congress was not informed of the censored volume or of other issues with the Foreign Relations series, including the inability to meet the requirement that volumes must be published "not more than 30 years after the events recorded."
It will probably be a while until the Historical Advisory Committee is staffed. Members are required by law to hold a security clearance, which generally takes a year or longer to acquire.
According to Immerman, the decimation of the committee undercuts the "heroic action" of State Department historians and increases the likelihood of future censorship of Foreign Relations volumes.
The goal, he said, "was to get these documents out to the public, where otherwise they would not have been."
Other historians agree that the Foreign Relations volumes are an irreplaceable tool for understanding the country's past and present. Sergey Radchenko, a professor at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, cited the volumes 158 times in "To Run The World," his history on U.S., Soviet and Chinese relations.
"If we can't figure out how policy was made decades ago and what mistakes were made then," he told me in an email, "how are we supposed to know how to conduct policy today?"
In the meantime, I'm happy to point historians and others interested toward the deleted Able Archer 83 records. Although they're no longer available through the State Department, anyone with an internet connection can access them at the National Security Archive or the Wayback Machine.
Andrew Ba Tran and Monika Mathur contributed to this report.
Do you have a question, comment or FOIA idea? Leave a comment or email me at RevealingRecords@washpost.com.
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Rev. Jesse Jackson hospitalized over neurodegenerative condition
The civil rights leader, 84, is under observation for progressive supranuclear palsy, a condition he has managed for more than a decade, Rainbow PUSH Coalition said in a statement.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson is honored during a celebration of his legacy at the Rainbow PUSH Coalition on Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


By Victoria Bisset | 2025-11-13
The Rev. Jesse Jackson, a civil rights leader and two-time presidential candidate, has been hospitalized for a long-term neurodegenerative condition, according to the organization he founded.
Jackson, 84, "was admitted to the hospital today and is currently under observation for Progressive Supranuclear Palsy (PSP)," the Rainbow PUSH Coalition said in a statement late Wednesday, adding that he had been managing the condition for more than a decade.
He was initially diagnosed with Parkinson's disease in 2015 but received a diagnosis of PSP "last April," said Rainbow PUSH, which advocates for social change and protection of civil rights. "The family appreciates all prayers at this time," it added.
"Recognition of the effects of this disease on me has been painful, and I have been slow to grasp the gravity of it," Jackson said in 2017 of his Parkinson's diagnosis, a disease that, he said, "bested my father."
He explained he had found it "increasingly difficult to perform routine tasks" and get around in the years before the disease was confirmed.  "For me, a Parkinson's diagnosis is not a stop sign but rather a signal that I must make lifestyle changes and dedicate myself to physical therapy in hopes of slowing the disease's progression," he added.
PSP is a rare neurological disorder affecting body movements, walking and balance, according to the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke. Patients are often misdiagnosed with Parkinson's disease, with which PSP shares many symptoms -- although PSP usually progresses more rapidly, the NINDS says.
The condition's symptoms typically begin when patients are in their mid- to late-60s, with most people developing severe disability within three to five years, NINDS says, adding that patients can experience serious complications including "pneumonia, choking, or head injuries from falls."
Jackson is one of the nation's best-known civil rights leaders. He was among the marchers in Selma, Alabama, in 1965 during a brutal police assault on civil rights demonstrators that became known as Bloody Sunday. Three years later, he was at the Lorraine Motel when the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated.
Jackson ran for president twice during the 1980s, and in 2000 received the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest civilian honor. He also ran voter registration drives, which led to millions of primarily Democratic voters being added to the rolls.
He remained engaged in politics even after his diagnosis, telling The Washington Post in 2016: "I am more determined than ever to work. ... Our fire has never gone down."
In 2021, he was hospitalized with covid-19; several months later, he was admitted to the hospital after a fall. He stepped down from his role as head of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, a merger of two organizations he previously founded, in 2023.
Last year -- with his health and speech declining, but his mind still active -- Jackson attended the Democratic National Convention. Though he did not speak, he appeared on stage, in his wheelchair, to thunderous applause.
Earlier this year he returned to Selma once again to commemorate the 60th anniversary of Bloody Sunday.
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U.S. WWII cemetery in the Netherlands removes displays about Black troops
The Netherlands American Cemetery previously had two displays honoring Black American soldiers' experiences in World War II.

An exhibition in the visitors center of the Netherlands American Cemetery in Margraten, Netherlands, in 2023. (Rob Engelaar/AFP/Getty Images)


By Anumita Kaur | 2025-11-13
An American World War II cemetery in the Netherlands removed displays focused on Black American soldiers, sparking outrage and compelling Dutch politicians to appeal to U.S. officials this week to restore the information.
The two displays were added to the Netherlands American Cemetery's visitor center in September 2024 after some historians and relatives of service members criticized the site for not mentioning the unique experiences of Black troops. One plaque featured the story of George H. Pruitt, a Black soldier in the 43rd Signal Construction Battalion, who died trying to save a comrade. The other highlighted how Black American service members were "fighting on two fronts" -- for freedom overseas and for their civil rights at home.
The displays' removal, American and Dutch critics of the move say, signifies an erasure of Black Americans' contributions in the war and their work to liberate the Netherlands from the Nazis. It also represents an overstep in the Trump administration's campaign to curb what it deems diversity, equity and inclusion efforts, the critics said.
It's unclear exactly when the plaques were removed. The American Battle Monuments Commission, a U.S. government agency that oversees the cemetery, did not respond to requests for comment from The Washington Post. The commission told Dutch news outlets that one panel is "off display, though not out of rotation," and a second panel was retired. The commission did not elaborate on either decision.
Janice Wiggins, the widow of Jefferson Wiggins, a Black WWII soldier who was quoted in one of the displays, said she had "a gut-wrenching feeling" when she learned the panels had been removed.
"Not only reading about, but actually experiencing, how history and those who shaped it can be so easily and casually erased," she said. "It was very personal."
"The removal of the displays is disrespectful to the Black American soldiers who served and to the legacies their families cherish," Wiggins added.
More than 8,000 U.S. troops who fought in World War II are buried at the Netherlands American Cemetery, a solemn site in the village of Margraten in the southern part of the country. Just over 170 of these service members are Black Americans, a slice of the more than 1 million Black Americans who fought during World War II in segregated forces.
The cemetery is special to the local community, according to the American Battle Monument Commission's website. Residents have adopted the grave sites, bringing flowers to the cemetery for decades.
The 6,450-square-foot visitor center, where the displays about Black service members were, tells the stories of the thousands of Americans commemorated at the cemetery.
One of the removed plaques described the "horrors of war" that Black service members faced while serving primarily in labor and support positions. In fall 1944, the U.S. Army's 960th Quartermaster Service Company, a mostly Black unit, arrived in Margraten "to dig graves at the newly created cemetery," the display read, according to a photo provided to The Post.
Jefferson Wiggins, a first lieutenant, recounted seeing service members under his command crying as they dug the graves.
"They were just completely traumatized," the display said.
Now there is no textual information provided about Black troops at the cemetery, said Kees Ribbens, a senior researcher at the NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies in Amsterdam. Although it's unclear why the displays were removed, Ribbens said it's notable that it happened during the Trump administration's crackdown on diversity efforts.
President Donald Trump signed executive orders on his first day in office banning government diversity, equity and inclusion efforts. The impact has been widespread: Arlington National Cemetery scrubbed information from its website about prominent Black, Hispanic and female service members and topics such as the Civil War. Exhibits related to slavery were removed at multiple national parks. The White House accused the Smithsonian of promoting "race-centered ideology."  
"Given the emphasis the current administration puts on DEI, it doesn't make it that difficult to start wondering if the disappearance of Black history [at the cemetery] has to do with the current winds blowing in D.C.," Ribbens said.
In the Netherlands, the public has been baffled that anyone would see a reason to remove the panels, Ribbens said. Dutch politicians have demanded that the displays be reinstated, appealing to the American Battle Monuments Commission and the U.S. ambassador to the Netherlands.
Alain Krijnen, the mayor of Eijsden-Margraten, where the cemetery is, sent a letter Monday to the commission: "We greatly value the story of the Black Liberators in relation to the past, present and future. In that context, we would greatly appreciate it if the story of the Black Liberators -- like the 172 Black Liberators buried in Margraten -- could be given permanent attention in the visitor center, and therefore reconsider the removal of the displays."
The office of the governor of Limburg, the Dutch province containing the cemetery, said it also has "serious concerns."
"The displayed panels depicted a history we must never forget, and from which we can learn a great deal -- especially now, as global divisions are being increasingly magnified," Bas Alberson, a spokesman for the governor's office, said in a statement to The Post.
The mayor's office and the Limburg governor's office said they had not heard from American officials as of Wednesday.
Janice Wiggins, the 77-year-old widow of Jefferson Wiggins, said she learned the displays had been removed after her friends visited the cemetery in October and noticed the absence. The removal chips away at some of her life's work, she said.
"Along with [former] US Ambassador to the Netherlands Shefali Razdan Duggal and Dutch author Mieke Kirkels, I lobbied for the inclusion of Black American soldiers in the exhibits at the Netherlands American Cemetery Visitors Center. The original exhibits included only White soldiers," Wiggins, who lives in New Fairfield, Connecticut, wrote in an email.
Those who have family buried at the cemetery also feel the loss.
Julius Morris is a Black WWII soldier who is buried there. His nephew, Raphael Morris, who lives in St. Louis, felt resigned when he heard the news.
"Business as usual by this administration," said Morris, 73. "Color me concerned, disappointed, but not surprised."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/11/13/black-soldiers-netherlands-cemetery/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



National
Louisiana middle schooler charged with sharing fake AI nudes of schoolmate
A heated school board meeting led authorities to reveal that a Louisiana middle schooler was charged with sharing AI-created nude images of a 13-year-old classmate.

(iStock)


By Daniel Wu | 2025-11-13
Attorneys protesting a 13-year-old girl's expulsion from a Louisiana middle school at a heated school board meeting this month felt they had a compelling argument: The student, who was punished for starting a fight on a school bus, was trying to knock away a boy's phone, they said. He had been sharing fake nude images of her generated by artificial intelligence.
"What's going on here, I'll be quite frank, is nothing more than disgusting," Matthew Ory, an attorney for the girl, said at the meeting.
"Her image was taken by artificial intelligence and manipulated and manufactured to be child pornography," he added.
The exchange about the incident at Sixth Ward Middle School in Thibodaux, Louisiana, highlighted the growing national problem of AI-powered abuse. It also led parish authorities to release details Monday about an ongoing investigation into the incident -- including the decision to charge a middle school boy under a Louisiana law enacted last year banning the sharing of AI-generated nudes.
The Lafourche Parish Sheriff's Office declined to share additional details about the minor, who was charged in September with 10 counts of unlawful dissemination of images created by artificial intelligence. The offense is generally punishable by up to six months in custody and a fine of up to $750. It's unclear whether that sentence would apply to minors.
"The rise of A.I. has made it easier for anyone to alter or create such images with little to no training or experience," Lafourche Parish Sheriff Craig Webre said in a statement. "This incident highlights a serious concern that all parents should address with their children."
Reports have emerged across the nation of minors becoming victims of AI-generated child sexual abuse material, sometimes generated by their peers. Not all of them have led to charges. Researchers have long warned that AI tools, which can alter photos to "undress" subjects or impose the faces of minors onto nude bodies, are exacerbating the spread of abusive imagery online -- and those tools are becoming easier for teenagers to find and use.
"While it's deeply concerning, I don't think it's surprising to see minors using tools and technologies in these harmful ways," said Amanda Goharian, a senior research manager at Thorn, a nonprofit that researches digital sexual abuse against children. "... What AI technologies do, is it scales the ability to harm exponentially."
Benjamin Comeaux, another attorney representing the 13-year-old girl, said the incident occurred in late August. His client was among several girls who complained to school officials one morning that several other students were spreading fake nude images of them, he said. The images showed real photos of the girls, including selfies, overlaid with nude bodies using AI, Comeaux said.
Students teased the girls about the images throughout the day. Administrators reported the incident to the school resource officer, Comeaux said.
On the school bus ride home, several boys continued to share the AI-made nude images of the 13-year-old girl, and the girl struck one of the students sharing the images, Comeaux said. She was later expelled for starting the fight.
Comeaux and Ory said school administrators should have acted more quickly after the girl's morning complaint and should have prevented her and the students she accused of sharing the images from riding the bus home together.
"It's the adults that failed this juvenile," Comeaux said. "... These people received the complaint; they did not take it seriously because they didn't see the image."
Lafourche Parish School District Superintendent Jarod Martin said in a statement that the school followed all its procedures for reporting criminal misconduct in the case and that "all violations of our student code of conduct, including acts of violence and distribution of pornographic material, are immediately and thoroughly investigated and are met with adequate, swift and consistent consequences."
Lafourche Parish detectives began investigating the incident the day it was reported, the sheriff's office said. It added that it announced details of the investigation and charges this week because the school board meeting drew attention to the case.
The sheriff's office did not state if the person charged was the same student who was struck by the girl. The girl will not face charges, and additional arrests and charges in the investigation are possible, it said.
Alex Stamos, a cybersecurity researcher and lecturer at Stanford University, said "nudifier" apps have become more accessible as AI image-generation tools improve and the technology spreads.
"This has gone from something where you had to be technically sophisticated enough to download code and run it yourself to there being a number of commercial services where you can purchase [child sexual abuse material] or you can generate [it] on demand," he said.
Goharian, of Thorn, said young people aged 13 to 20 surveyed by the nonprofit for a March study reported easily finding AI tools to create nudes online.
"They described finding the technologies through social media, ads, through search engines and even within their device app stores," she said.
The charges filed against the middle-schooler in Louisiana come after a years-long effort by states to pass laws targeting AI-generated nudes. Lawmakers in Washington state rallied to pass such a law last year after a 2023 incident where high school students in Issaquah created and shared AI nudes of their peers and drew national controversy, but there were no criminal charges or arrests.
The 13-year-old girl at Sixth Ward Middle School whose photos were used to create the AI-generated nudes is allowed to rejoin classes but will be on probation until late January, according to Comeaux, her attorney. While on probation, she won't be able to participate in sports or extracurricular activities.
"She will continue to suffer because of the school's failure to act," Comeaux said.
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Transgender veterans sue Trump administration over retirement benefits  
The lawsuit stems from an Air Force decision to deny transgender service members with 15 to 18 years of service the option of early retirement and related benefits.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and President Donald Trump at the White House on Oct. 23. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Niha Masih | 2025-11-13
A group of transgender members of the U.S. Air Force are suing the Trump administration for denying them early retirement benefits, in a move they say is "unlawful and invalid."
The complaint filed by 17 service members in the U.S. Court of Federal Claims in Washington on Monday is the latest legal challenge to the administration's efforts to remove transgender service members from the military.
President Donald Trump in January issued an executive order targeting transgender troops, claiming that physical and mental health conditions make them "incompatible" with military service. In May, the Supreme Court allowed the Trump administration to bar transgender members from the military while litigation against the ban continues.
The latest lawsuit stems from an August decision by the Air Force to deny transgender service members with 15 to 18 years of service the option of early retirement and withhold related benefits.
But GLAD Law, an advocacy group representing the plaintiffs, says that the Air Force had issued retirement orders in June for those being forced out by the administration's ban.
"The Air Force's own regulations state that once retirement orders are issued, they can only be rescinded in certain limited circumstances, such as fraud or a mathematical error. None of those circumstances are present for these service members, and the Air Force has not provided any legal basis for rescinding the retirements," Michael Haley, a staff attorney at GLAD Law said in an email.
The Pentagon did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

A Veterans Day protest the Trump administration at Union Station on Capitol Hill, Tuesday. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)


"Ripping away the retirements we have earned is a betrayal of the sacrifices made by service members and our families," one of the plaintiffs, Logan Ireland -- a master sergeant whose 15-year service in the Air Force included a deployment in Afghanistan -- said in a statement. "We should not be thrown into economic hardship or made to feel our years of service are regarded by our country as meaningless."
Each plaintiff could stand to lose up to $2 million dollars in pension benefits and access to military health insurance, according to GLAD Law.
"They have all served and sacrificed for their country and earned these benefits," Haley said. "It is part of the administration's cruel and senseless targeting of transgender troops and transgender people more broadly."
The Trump administration has taken a series of actions to roll back rights and protections for transgender people, including barring trans athletes from women's sports and ending the policy of self-identifying gender on passports. Many legal challenges remain before the courts.
About 4,200 service members had been diagnosed with gender dysphoria as of Dec. 9, a senior defense official told The Washington Post in May on the condition of anonymity under ground rules set by the Trump administration. That number is about 0.21 percent of the military's total force and includes active duty, reserve and National Guard personnel.
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Catholic bishops condemn 'indiscriminate mass deportation' in rare statement
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops' vote and new national campaign to support migrants are the group's first responses to the Trump administration's crackdown.

Bishop Mark Seitz, chair of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops' committee on migration, speaks during a news conference at a plenary assembly in Baltimore on Tuesday. (Stephanie Scarbrough/AP)


By Michelle Boorstein | 2025-11-13
In a rare group statement, America's Catholic bishops voted nearly unanimously Wednesday to condemn the Trump administration's crackdown on undocumented immigrants as an attack on "God-given human dignity," and advocated for "meaningful reform of our nation's immigration laws."
"We oppose the indiscriminate mass deportation of people. We pray for an end to dehumanizing rhetoric and violence, whether directed at immigrants or at law enforcement," read the message from the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. After the vote (216-5, with three abstentions), the bishops stood and applauded. The last such "Special Message" was delivered 12 years ago.
The new message listed the types of suffering the church leaders say many undocumented migrants experience, including "arbitrarily" losing their legal status, being subject to poor detention conditions, and being afraid to take children to school or go to church. "We feel compelled now in this environment to raise our voices in defense of God-given human dignity," the bishops wrote.
Asked to respond to the bishops' statement, White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson said: "President Trump was elected as the president of the United States based on the many promises he made to the American people, including his promise to deport criminal illegal aliens. He is keeping his promise to the American people."
The message came a day after the bishops unveiled "You Are Not Alone," a program that lays out ways for Catholics across the country to provide direct aid and solidarity to immigrants. Many individual bishops have in recent months called for the dignified treatment of immigrants, but the program was the USCCB's first collective action this year.
The bishops' moves come after months of escalation from the White House, as well as division among U.S. Catholics. Trump vowed mass deportations as a candidate, and 55 percent of U.S. Catholics voted for him, according to the Pew Research Center. Among Hispanic Catholics, who make up about one-third of all U.S. Catholics, 58 percent voted for Democrat Kamala Harris.
The Trump administration has deported 400,000 people this year and detained some 60,000 others, part of a crackdown on undocumented immigrants that has also swept up some who are in the country legally. Immigration enforcement officials have blocked priests from offering Communion to some incarcerated immigrants.
The message Wednesday was amended at the last minute by Chicago Archbishop Blase Cupich, who said the bishops needed to be clear not just about what they supported but about what they oppose.
"How can we say to the people who are suffering that 'We stand with you' if we don't say we are opposed to the indiscriminate deportation of people?" he asked the group.
Oscar Cantu, the Mexican American bishop of San Jose, told the group he wished the statement had gone further. In an email to The Washington Post, Cantu said that Cupich's amendment did improve the statement and that "bishops are shepherds of souls and teachers of the faith. When we see assaults on human dignity, as we have been witnessing in this year's deportation campaign, we need to speak with moral conviction. And thus, we needed a strong statement."
On Wednesday evening, Cupich told The Post he hopes the actions during the meeting empower clergy and Catholics to study church teaching on the rights of immigrants -- and nations -- and to do more. "Catholics need to be sure they reflect from a perspective of faith rather than politics, and that's hopefully something we can trigger," he said.
J. Kevin Appleby, a senior fellow at the Center for Migration Studies, wrote to The Post that what's needed is more action. "In the end it will take the faithful in the pews to stand up and oppose these deportation policies to eventually end them," Appleby wrote.
Several bishops rose to praise the statement as a good balance between concern for immigrants as well as for the safety of law enforcement and the need for a "just and orderly" immigration system. "This rises above politics and partisanship," said Cincinnati Bishop Robert G. Casey.
Department of Homeland Security "law enforcement is doing what is good, right and lawful: targeting the worst of the worst violent criminal aliens," said Assistant Secretary Tricia McLaughlin.  "President Trump and Secretary [Kristi] Noem are putting the American people first by removing illegal aliens who pose a threat to our communities."
To some, the USCCB's actions this week were  a sign that the bishops have begun to stiffen their resolve to support immigrants, who represent one-third of the U.S. church, according to Pew Research; an additional 14 percent of Catholics are the children of immigrants. (Pew does not ask about immigration status.)
The new efforts may signal the impact of two consecutive popes who -- more than their immediate predecessors, Pope Benedict XVI and Pope John Paul II -- emphasize poverty and migration as much as abortion and sexuality.
On  Tuesday, the few hundred voting bishops at the meeting in Baltimore selected by a close margin Archbishop Paul Coakley of Oklahoma City, an experienced national administrator and a conservative, as their next president. They also picked Bishop Daniel Flores, of the Texas border diocese of Brownsville, known as extremely outspoken on behalf of immigrants, as vice president. Some church-watchers saw the election -- and the rejection of other, more conservative bishops, including Bishop Robert Barron of Minnesota, a Trump ally  -- as a sign that the conservative-leaning body is starting to move to the middle.
"Our immigrant brothers and sisters ... are living in a deep state of fear," El Paso Bishop Mark Seitz, who leads the bishops' committee on migration, told the ballroom of clerics in announcing "You Are Not Alone." "I've been heartened by the statements of solidarity of so many of you and others in recent months.," he said. "Of course as pastors devoted to the Gospel, we know statements are not enough."
The nationwide program has four purposes: to provide emergency support for immigrants; to support  them with pastoral care; to communicate the breadth of Catholic teaching on immigration (countries have the right to control their borders, but humans have a right to migrate for better circumstances and immigrants should be treated with dignity); and to demonstrate public solidarity with them.
In the weeks leading up to the USCCB meeting, Catholic leaders and immigrant advocates grew louder in their demands that the church be more powerful, public and unified in its resistance.
"A key question is: Can the U.S. bishops meet the challenge of defending both Catholic teaching and the dignity of their immigrant parishioners -- together, faithfully, pastorally, publicly, strongly and in unity with the first American pope? Will they take public action as a body and challenge the administration on what they are doing and how they are doing it?" asked John Carr, the USCCB's former longtime public policy director on major domestic and international issues.
"This unyielding commitment to deporting people and curtailing legal immigration plus the unprecedented funding for immigration enforcement has created a situation unlike anything we have seen previously," Seitz, who recently visited Leo to describe the conditions of migrants in the U.S., told the meeting. "We can't abandon our advocacy for meaningful reform."
Leo has been blunt -- more so than the U.S. bishops -- in his criticism of the Trump administration's treatment of migrants. In late September he called the crackdown "inhuman," and last week in impromptu comments to reporters in Italy he addressed a question about Trump's immigration enforcement.
"Jesus says very clearly, at the end of the world, we're going to be asked, you know, how did you receive the foreigner? Did you receive him and welcome him or not? And I think that there's a deep reflection that needs to be made in terms of what's happening," said Leo, the first pope from the U.S.
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Seasonal hiring weakest since the Great Recession, reports show
Retailers are "not betting" on a big surge during the holiday shopping season, pulling back on temporary roles at a time when demand for them is on the rise.

Shoppers wend their way past Christmas decorations at a Costco warehouse in Sheridan, Colorado, in this 2024 photo. (David Zalubowski/AP)


By Taylor Telford, Jaclyn Peiser | 2025-11-13
At a time when many companies hoard workers for the holiday shopping rush, seasonal jobs are scarcer than they have been in years as firms increasingly look to do more with less amid economic uncertainty and the rising adoption of AI.
Retailers will slash seasonal hiring to levels not seen since after the Great Recession, according to the National Retail Federation, which projects companies will add 265,000 to 365,000 positions. That would be as much as a 40 percent drop from the 442,000 roles they added in 2024, the NRF noted, a reflection of how companies are attempting to offset tariff costs and tighten their budgets.
The staffing firm Challenger, Gray & Christmas also expects holiday hiring to be the weakest since 2009, "with only a handful of companies making public commitments to holiday staffing" according to September report. Andy Challenger, the consultancy's senior vice president, attributed the downshift to inflationary pressures and companies' reliance on "automation and permanent staff instead of large waves of seasonal hires."
"While we could see a late hiring push if holiday sales surprise to the upside, the cautious pace of announcements so far suggests that companies are not betting on a big seasonal surge," Challenger said in the report. "This year may be more about doing more with less."
The findings offer some insight into the state of the labor market at a time when the government shutdown has held up the release of data that economists and analysts use to interpret the landscape.
For workers, the pullback in seasonal hiring is coming at a time when demand for such positions is on the rise. According to data from the jobs site Indeed, interest in seasonal work from job seekers was up 27 percent at the end of September compared with the same time last year, and it's up more than 50 percent compared to 2023.
Greater desire for part-time work might reflect job seekers' frustration with one of the strangest markets in years. A rare and vexing blend of forces -- low unemployment and job quits, creeping layoffs and sluggish hiring -- means there are fewer opportunities, resulting in some of the toughest job-hunting conditions since the 2008 financial crisis.
"This is pretty reflective of that frozen, uncertain atmosphere we're in," said Allison Shrivastava, economist with Indeed Hiring Lab. "We do have a higher number of people that are interested in seasonal work, but companies seem to not be hiring as urgently."
During a conference call last week, NRF's chief executive Matt Shay said the slump is seasonal retail hiring was symptomatic of the "softening and slowing labor market." AI also may be playing a role, he acknowledged, as retailers have been working to "increase efficiencies" on the operations side and aiming to serve customers "more effectively," Shay added.
This year's hiring slowdown also may reflect that there's been "less firing in the retail industry," NRF's chief economist Mark Matthews said on the call.
Layoffs reached recession-like levels in October, according to data from Challenger, as a recent spate of cuts by large employers such as UPS, Amazon and Target pushed the total figure for 2025 job reductions past 1 million. Meanwhile, executives like Walmart's Doug McMillon are talking about keeping headcount down in the coming years as they hope to unlock efficiencies from AI. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
In remarks at a Harvard Business Review event in early November, McMillon said that AI will transform every job at the Arkansas-based retail juggernaut, from store associates to the C-suite. While it will create new jobs, it will also "eliminate some tasks and will eliminate some roles," said McMillon, whose company has pledged to keep its workforce at around 2.1 million for the next three years.
Historically, retailer payrolls swell substantially from October to December, when they pull in the bulk of their revenues. Such hiring peaked in 2014, when it equaled more than 9 percent of base employment, according to data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
But this year, retailers are pulling back as they brace for an uncertain end to 2025: Consumers have been bogged down by rising grocery prices and tariff-induced inflation on toys, apparel and electronics, making some more reluctant to splurge on nonessentials. Though consumers tend to be resilient around the holidays, some analysts expect they will be choosier about their purchases this year, be more deals-driven, and forgo spending on themselves to afford gifts for family members.
The NRF forecasts record spending in excess of $1 trillion in November and December, an increase between 3.7 and 4.7 percent compared with the same period last year. But analysts say much of that growth is driven by inflation.
So far this year, consumer spending has remained relatively robust, Shrivastava said, though it's also "pretty concentrated in the wealthier tier of people" while middle and lower-income spenders are pulling back. It's a combination that "doesn't necessarily translate to more jobs."
For example, "if you have two people coming into the store and spending $1 million dollars rather than a million people coming in and spending $1, you're going to need less people to care for your two customers," Shrivastava said. "It'll be interesting to see how this bet that employers are making on seasonal employment pans out for them."
Kohl's, the department store chain, publicly said it would hire some seasonal workers, but not how many. Target will hire some seasonal workers, but did not specify how many in a September blog post outlining its holiday staffing plans. The retail giant said it would offer more hours to existing team members and tap its "On-Demand" team, "a flexible group of about 43,000 store team members who pick up shifts that work for their schedules."
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Planned Parenthood closes 20 clinics after Medicaid cuts, warns of grim future
In a new report, Planned Parenthood said it covered the cost of $45 million in health care services in September, the first month when it could not bill Medicaid.

Missouri and U.S. flags fly outside a Planned Parenthood facility in St. Louis in 2022. (Jeff Roberson/AP)


By Praveena Somasundaram | 2025-11-12
Planned Parenthood has spent tens of millions of dollars providing health care to low-income patients and has closed 20 clinics in the months since the Trump administration blocked the group from billing Medicaid -- but weathering the funding cut on its own will soon become untenable, its leaders say.
The Medicaid ban took effect in July. A provision tucked into President Donald Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill cut the funding for health care providers that offer abortions and receive more than $800,000 in Medicaid reimbursements each year for basic reproductive health services such as birth control, prenatal care and cervical cancer screenings.
Planned Parenthood, the nation's largest abortion provider, pledged to continue performing the procedure. It also challenged the Medicaid ban in court, a fight that is ongoing. The group released a report Wednesday detailing the funding cut's impacts to date -- the same day a federal appeals court is hearing arguments in its lawsuit against the provision.
The 20 clinics the group has closed since the Medicaid ban became law are in addition to more than two dozen Planned Parenthood clinics that shut down earlier this year because of other federal funding cuts. Those that remain open are "being pushed to the brink," the report said.
In September, a federal appeals court allowed the Medicaid ban to take effect while Planned Parenthood's lawsuit against the Trump administration plays out.
That month alone, the organization provided $45 million in health care services free of charge for Medicaid patients, according to its new report.
Without Medicaid or a way to backfill the funding, more clinics could close, said Planned Parenthood President and CEO Alexis McGill Johnson -- leaving many Medicaid patients without a place to get affordable care. Across the country, Planned Parenthood treats more than 1 million Medicaid patients.
"The damage will only grow," Johnson said in a news briefing Wednesday.
Planned Parenthood and its allies have for months characterized the ban as a politically motivated effort to kneecap the organization because it provides abortions. Few other providers have been swept up in the Medicaid ban. Those that have are also trying to calculate how they can keep offering basic health care while providing abortions.
To help Planned Parenthood, lawmakers in at least seven states have stepped in. They have helped stitch the large tear in Planned Parenthood's funding with money from state budgets in California, Colorado, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York and Washington -- all states where the organization provides abortions because doing so remains legal.
Still, a funding gap remains.
In Wednesday's briefing, Planned Parenthood leaders pleaded for state lawmakers to address what they described as a worsening crisis in accessible and affordable health care.
Already, patients are anxious about whom they will turn to if their Planned Parenthood clinics go under, said Luu Ireland, the chief medical officer of Planned Parenthood League of Massachusetts, a party in the case against the Medicaid ban.
On Wednesday, she recounted stories of Medicaid patients who have come to her clinics for care -- one of them a teenager who visited with her mother to get birth control for the first time. She worried that if she had issues with the contraceptive, she would have to scramble to go elsewhere if the Planned Parenthood clinic had to shutter.
"These are the kinds of services that cannot wait," Ireland said.
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Obituaries
Juan Ponce Enrile, Philippine politician who helped oust Marcos, dies at 101
He administered martial law before dislodging his mentor during the "people power" revolution. A quintessential survivor, he served into his 90s as a senator.

Juan Ponce Enrile, then-president of the Senate of the Philippines, during the 2012 impeachment trial of Renato Corona, the country's chief justice. (Romeo Ranoco/Reuters/Pool/AP)


By William Branigin | 2025-11-13
Juan Ponce Enrile, who administered martial law as Philippine defense minister under President Ferdinand E. Marcos, helped oust his autocratic mentor during the "people power" revolution of 1986 and was implicated in coup attempts against the country's restored democracy, died Nov. 13. He was 101.
His death was announced by his daughter, Katrina Ponce Enrile, who said he died at home. Mr. Enrile had recently been hospitalized with pneumonia.
A quintessential survivor, Mr. Enrile staged remarkable comebacks in the fractious Philippine political scene and served as a senator into his 90s. He held the title of chief presidential legal counsel until his death and was among the world's oldest people still working in government.
During his first stint in the Senate -- starting in 1987, after he was kicked out of President Corazon Aquino's cabinet for plotting a coup against her -- he was lambasted by colleagues who recalled late-night arrests, assassinations, torture and forced exile during his tenure as defense minister under Marcos. But solid support from his home region helped keep him in office, and he was twice elected Senate president.
In 2022, the 98-year-old Mr. Enrile, a Harvard-educated lawyer, was sworn in as chief legal counsel to the newly elected president, Ferdinand Marcos Jr. With his full head of dyed jet-black hair, Mr. Enrile appeared younger than his years, but that did not stop social media commentators from joking about his age.
"Getting Juan Ponce Enrile as Presidential Legal Counsel is a stellar move," one wrote on Twitter. "Who better than the man who drafted the Ten Commandments?"
The appointment disregarded Mr. Enrile's role in deposing Marcos Jr.'s father. That act of rebellion ended 20 years of Marcos rule, during which Mr. Enrile became one of the country's richest men, thanks largely to logging concessions and his partnership in a lucrative coconut monopoly.
Mr. Enrile, a defense minister with presidential ambitions, broke with the elder Marcos on Feb. 22, 1986, days after the long-entrenched autocrat declared himself the winner of a Feb. 7 election marred by rampant fraud.
According to his 2012 memoir, Mr. Enrile's break, years in the making, was sparked by a succession struggle as the president's health deteriorated. He feared that rivals could assassinate him if Marcos died in office. Mr. Enrile had also grown disenchanted with the regime's ineffectiveness in dealing with a communist insurgency.
Mr. Enrile and Lt. Gen. Fidel V. Ramos, the armed forces vice chief of staff, came out in support of Aquino as the rightful president-elect. After the 1983 assassination of her husband, Benigno S. Aquino Jr., by Philippine soldiers upon his return from exile, she had become a revered figure seen by many as uniquely able to unite a fractious opposition.
Mr. Enrile, Ramos and troops loyal to them seized Camp Aguinaldo, site of the Defense Ministry and armed forces headquarters in the eastern part of the capital, Manila.
But the rebels were only a few hundred strong at the outset, and Mr. Enrile worried that they would be crushed if Marcos launched an attack on them. So he played for time. He and Ramos held a marathon news conference at Camp Aguinaldo to announce the mutiny, reasoning that Marcos would not attack a venue packed with Philippine and foreign journalists.
He also reached out to Cardinal Jaime Sin, the influential Catholic archbishop of Manila and longtime Marcos foe. Known as a moderate and an anti-communist, Sin had long pursued a policy of "critical collaboration" with Marcos, who had cracked down hard on the political opposition when he declared martial law in 1972 but gradually eased controls and lifted the declaration in 1981.
The cardinal now sensed an opportunity to rid the Philippines of a corrupt and unpopular regime that he once compared to "a plague of locusts." He called on the faithful to take to the streets and form "human barricades" to protect the rebels from attack.
Hundreds of thousands of Filipinos heeded the call. Over the next few days, they clogged the main thoroughfare that borders the camp, repeatedly turning back loyalist troops and tanks sent by Marcos.
Facing the prospect of being dragged out of the Malacanang presidential palace by an angry mob, Marcos fled with his family to a U.S. air base north of Manila on Feb. 25 and was flown into exile in Hawaii.
"I was a very good student of Mr. Marcos," Mr. Enrile told The Washington Post a week after the triumph of the popular revolt. Describing how he outwitted his political mentor of 21 years, he added, "He was dealing with me like a kid."
Aquino took office as president and appointed Mr. Enrile defense minister again. The move effectively recognized Mr. Enrile's role in deposing Marcos.

Philippine President Corazon Aquino at a 1986 news conference in Manila, not long after she was sworn in. She was flanked by Vice President Salvador Laurel and, at right, Mr. Enrile, who served as defense minister. (Mitsuhiko Sato/AP)


But the relationship quickly soured, in part because he yearned to run the country himself. During a June 1986 visit to Marcos's home province, he was addressed as "Mr. President" by an effusive local official. "I am not the president yet," Mr. Enrile replied.
Five months later, he was booted from Aquino's cabinet after he and his military followers were implicated in a failed coup attempt.
In 1987, Mr. Enrile won a Senate seat. He also was detained in connection with another coup plot that August, but he was released days later for a purported lack of evidence. That putsch was guided by a former top Enrile aide, Col. Gregorio "Gringo" Honasan, and left more than 50 people dead and 200 wounded. Among the injured in an attack on the presidential palace was Aquino's son, Benigno Aquino III, who would later become president.
Mr. Enrile was arrested again in February 1990 and charged with "rebellion with murder" in connection with a coup attempt two months earlier during which at least 119 people were killed and more than 500 were wounded in six days of fighting. But the Philippine Supreme Court dismissed the charges against the sitting senator and 22 other alleged participants.
Mr. Enrile ultimately served one term in the House of Representatives and four terms in the Senate following the ouster of Marcos. He was elected Senate president in 2008, a post he held until he stepped down in 2013 amid a scandal over the alleged misuse of Senate funds. He left the chamber altogether at the end of his term in 2016.
In 1998, he ran for president as an independent but received less than 1.3 percent of the vote, trailing far behind the winner, former actor and vice president Joseph Estrada.
Mr. Enrile was born Juanito Furagganan on Feb. 14, 1924, in a tiny coastal fishing village in Cagayan province in the far northern Philippines. He was the son of a widowed mother and a biological father who was married to another woman. His stepfather was a fisherman who never went to school.
Mr. Enrile grew up poor, working as a houseboy for relatives in return for schooling, room and board. He recalled being brutally attacked in high school by four boys from prominent families, then unjustly expelled without an investigation.
After the Japanese invasion of the Philippines during World War II, Mr. Enrile, still a teenager, joined the resistance. Late in the war, he wrote, he was captured and spent three months in detention in the town of Aparri, where he suffered beatings and torture, including what is now called waterboarding. He was able to escape after U.S. forces arrived to retake the islands.
Mr. Enrile did not meet his biological father, a prominent regional politician and lawyer named Alfonso Ponce Enrile, until he found him in Manila after the war. He was 21. The elder Enrile took him under his wing as he completed high school in the capital and helped him change his name to Juan Ponce Enrile.
Mr. Enrile graduated in 1953 from the University of the Philippines, and he received a master's degree from Harvard Law School in 1955. A specialist in international tax law, he practiced in his father's firm before teaming up with Ferdinand Marcos, then a senator, in 1964.

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos, followed by Mr. Enrile, during a visit to Washington in 1983. (Universal History Archive/Universal Images Group/Getty Images)


When Marcos was elected president in 1965, Mr. Enrile began a rise through government ranks. He served as secretary of justice for two years before Marcos put him in charge of the Department of National Defense.
In that post, Mr. Enrile administered martial law, which Marcos had declared so he could remain in power long past the two-term presidential limit. One rationale for the move was an alleged terrorist attack on Mr. Enrile's Mercedes-Benz near Manila's Wack Wack golf club. Years later, with the revolt against Marcos underway, Mr. Enrile acknowledged to reporters that the assassination attempt was staged.
In 1957, he married Cristina Castaner. They had two children: former congressman Juan Castaner Ponce Enrile Jr., known as Jack, and Katrina Ponce Enrile, who runs the family-owned Jaka Group company. Complete information on survivors was not immediately available.
At an event in Manila in 2012 to promote his self-titled memoir, Mr. Enrile displayed rare emotion as he spoke of the hardships of his youth, and he asked for "forgiveness from those who I may have hurt, for, to be sure, there were many."
Then, taking a more self-righteous turn, he concluded: "I've been judged and condemned many times. But I fear only the ultimate judgment of God and of history."

Mr. Enrile at a 1987 election rally in Manila. He was elected to the Senate as an opposition candidate. (Willie Salenga/AP)
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Middle East conflict
The fate of dozens of trapped Hamas fighters is hindering Trump's Gaza plan
U.S. and Israeli officials are divided over whether to allow the militants, stranded inside a tunnel network in Rafah, safe passage.

Fighters in the al-Qassam Brigades, the armed wing of Hamas, leave after searching for the bodies of Israeli hostages alongside Red Cross workers in Gaza on Nov. 5. (Mohammed Saber/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Loveday Morris, Lior Soroka, Heba Farouk Mahfouz  | 2025-11-13
A dispute over the fate of as many as 200 Hamas fighters trapped inside tunnels in an Israeli-controlled area of Gaza is complicating the Trump administration's efforts for peace, with the United States pressing Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to give the militants safe passage.
The disagreement over the fighters, who became stranded behind Israeli lines in Rafah after a ceasefire was announced last month, has underscored the broader potential pitfalls of the deal -- including the thorny issue of disarming Hamas and growing Israeli frustration over what some officials see as U.S. interference in the country's national security.
"The bottom line is that this problem could threaten the agreement, but American pressure is continuous," said a former Egyptian official with knowledge of the talks, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the negotiations. Egypt has served as a key mediator in the talks and shares a roughly eight-mile border with the Gaza Strip that includes Rafah.
The former official said Jared Kushner, the son-in-law of President Donald Trump, who is in Israel this week, has pressed for a solution. The U.S. has emphasized that Israel refrain from killing the militants, he said, adding that it would "detonate the ceasefire agreement and thus doom the Trump plan."
Trump's proposal, which he unveiled in September, laid out a 20-point plan for peace after two years of war, including the destruction of military and weapons infrastructure in Gaza, which is slated for the plan's second phase.
As part of that process, weapons would be placed "permanently beyond use," the plan says, and the United States hopes the militants who are trapped will give up their weapons and offer an example of how the broader demobilization of Hamas could work.
Hamas has "always indicated" that it will disarm, Trump's Middle East envoy, Steve Witkoff, said in remarks at a Miami business conference last week. "I hope that they keep their word, because if they do, they'll understand that the development plan that we have for Gaza is really terrific," he said, describing the case of the stranded fighters as a "model" for how to proceed.
According to Witkoff, some 200 fighters are cornered in the tunnels, while the Israeli military has said that estimates of between 100 and 200 militants are in the right "ballpark." A Hamas official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive issue, also said that the discussions are focused on an estimated 150 to 200 fighters in Rafah.
But for Netanyahu's right-wing government, the notion of allowing the marooned fighters safe passage is both repellent and politically fraught. The militants already have clashed with Israeli forces, killing three soldiers, according to the military, which responded with punishing airstrikes that killed nearly 150 Palestinians.
Hamas fighters also led the Oct. 7, 2023, assault on southern Israel, killing about 1,200 people and abducting about 250 others. Israel's retaliatory campaign in Gaza has destroyed much of the enclave, killing more than 69,000 people, according to the local health ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children.

A yellow block in Bureij marks the boundary laid out by the Israel Defense Forces between them and Hamas-controlled Gaza. (Bashar Taleb/AFP/Getty Images)


For Israel, the bloodshed makes a deal to allow the fighters to go free all the more sensitive, said Yossi Kuperwasser, a retired brigadier general who heads the Jerusalem Institute for Strategy and Security.
"It's going to be difficult for him," Kuperwasser said of Netanyahu. "To let them get away with murder is not going to be popular."
Hamas, in turn, has vowed that the gunmen will not surrender to Israeli forces.
"Let the enemy know that the term 'surrender' does not exist in the dictionary of the al-Qassam Brigades," Hamas's armed wing, formally known as the Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades, said in a statement this week.
Potential solutions include having the men disarm before exile to a third country, the former Egyptian official said.
The standoff comes, however, as the ceasefire agreement is still stuttering through its first phase -- with each side yet to complete key elements of the deal. The plan calls for the unrestricted entry of humanitarian aid into Gaza, but the Rafah crossing between Egypt and the enclave, which is now controlled by Israel, remains closed. Hamas and allied militants have yet to hand over the remains of four deceased hostages, including three Israelis and a Thai national.
Still, the second phase of the agreement will be far more difficult to implement, analysts say. It envisages an international stabilization force for Gaza, a further pullback of Israeli forces and the demobilization and reintegration of Hamas and other militant groups such as Palestinian Islamic Jihad.
The continued tussle over the trapped fighters has emerged as a test case of how things could progress and an indication of how much leverage the U.S. is willing to use with Netanyahu to push forward with Trump's plan.
"It symbolizes a lot of the problems that may emerge down the road," Kuperwasser said. "Beyond the political problems that it poses to Bibi, it's a real issue," he added, using a nickname for Netanyahu.
In Israel, the idea of disarming the militants in the tunnels doesn't make sense unless it's part of a wider effort to demilitarize Hamas, he said: "If it's not in the context of a wider readiness to give up their arms, why should we let them go back?"
Far-right politicians in Israel, including members of Netanyahu's cabinet, have seized on the discussions and made clear their opposition to negotiating the fighters' release, with Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich describing the talks as "utter madness."
They've also bridled at what they see as U.S. meddling in the conflict. As Kushner arrived in Israel this week, Knesset member and former defense minister Avigdor Lieberman referred to him mockingly as Israel's "acting prime minister" and described Witkoff as a "member of the security cabinet."
At a meeting in the Knesset on Monday, Lieberman said it was important to make the Israeli public's position clear. "They have only two options: either surrender and sit in an Israeli prison, or die," he said of the militants. "There is no third option."
But the U.S. already has shown it is willing to pressure Netanyahu, including by pushing him to accept the ceasefire deal in the first place, despite opposition from his far-right allies in government. The U.S. military is now running a ceasefire "coordination center" in southern Israel and is replacing the Israeli defense agency that coordinates Gaza aid.
"It's very clear that the Americans are calling the shots now," said Amos Harel, a journalist and military affairs analyst at Israel's Haaretz newspaper. "What it all ends up with, is a question of how much pressure America can apply and how quickly the prime minister will give in."
Hazem Balousha and Siham Shamalakh contributed to this report.
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National Security
U.S. troops not liable in boat strikes, classified Justice Dept. memo says
In a classified memo, the Office of Legal Counsel said U.S. troops would not be liable for participating in boat strikes on alleged narco-traffickers.

The U.S. Navy's USS Gerald R. Ford, the world's largest aircraft carrier, is now in the Caribbean region to support counternarcotics operations. It is pictured here in the North Sea off Denmark in 2023. (Hakon Mosvold Larsen/AFP/Getty Images)


By Ellen Nakashima, Dan Lamothe, John Hudson, Noah Robertson | 2025-11-12
The Justice Department's Office of Legal Counsel (OLC) stated in a classified opinion drawn up over the summer that personnel taking part in military strikes on alleged drug-trafficking boats in Latin America would not be exposed to future prosecution, according to four people familiar with the matter.
The decision to pursue an opinion, drafted in July, reflects the heightened concerns within the government raised by senior civilian and military lawyers that such strikes would be illegal.
The strikes, now totaling 19 with a death toll of 76, began in September, though interagency discussions about the use of lethal force to combat drug cartels started early in the Trump administration.
Top officers, including Adm. Alvin Holsey, the head of Southern Command, sought caution on such strikes, according to two people, who like several others interviewed for this report spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the matter's sensitivity.
Holsey wanted to make sure any option presented to the president was fully vetted first, one person said. In October, he abruptly announced that he was resigning at year's end, about a year into what is typically a three-year assignment.
A Pentagon spokesman, Sean Parnell, has previously denied that Holsey had "hesitation or any concerns" about the mission. A spokesperson for Holsey said he had no information to provide about such discussions.
In a statement to The Washington Post on Wednesday, Parnell said that "current operations in the Caribbean are lawful under both U.S. and international law," with all actions in "complete compliance with the law of armed conflict."
"Lawyers up and down the chain of command have been thoroughly involved in reviewing these operations prior to execution," he said, adding that personnel have "the opportunity to disagree." Despite that, Parnell said, "no lawyer involved has questioned the legality of the Caribbean strikes and instead advised subordinate commanders and [Defense] Secretary [Pete] Hegseth that the proposed actions were permissible before they commenced."
A Justice Department spokesman said: "The strikes were ordered consistent with the laws of armed conflict, and as such are lawful orders. Military personnel are legally obligated to follow lawful orders and, as such, are not subject to prosecution for following lawful orders."

Since September 2025, the Trump administration has given multiple justifications for military strikes against alleged cartel boats in the Caribbean.


The OLC opinion, which runs nearly 50 pages, also argues that the United States is in a "non-international armed conflict" waged under the president's Article II authorities, a core element in the analysis that the strikes are permissible under domestic law.
The "armed conflict" argument was also made in a notice to Congress from the administration last month, and is fleshed out in more detail by the OLC.
The opinion states that cartels are selling drugs to finance a campaign of violence and extortion, according to four people.
That assertion, which runs counter to the conventional wisdom that traffickers use violence to protect their drug business, appears to be part of the effort to shoehorn the fight against cartels into a law-of-war framework, analysts said.
"I don't know anywhere else in domestic law or international law, for that matter, that anyone's argued that introducing drugs into a country is the sort of organized violence that can trigger an armed conflict and give the nation the right to kill people merely because they're part of an alleged enemy force," said Martin Lederman, who served as a deputy OLC assistant attorney general during the Obama administration and now teaches at Georgetown Law.
Adam Isacson, a scholar at the Washington Office on Latin America, said "there is no proof" that the gangs are using drug profits with the intent of promoting violence or mayhem in the United States.
"These groups are businesses," he said. "If they are carrying out violence in the United States, they are doing it for profit, not for the purpose of sowing terror."
The Trump administration has also charged that Nicolas Maduro, the president of Venezuela, heads a narcotics cartel as the U.S. has amassed close to 15,000 troops in the region, including personnel spread across roughly a dozen warships.
The arrival this week of the USS Gerald R. Ford aircraft carrier in waters near Latin America has prompted Venezuela to put its entire military arsenal at the ready, as the U.S. naval buildup fuels speculation that the Trump administration intends to dramatically escalate its deadly counternarcotics campaign there.
Democratic lawmakers who have read the memo said the legal analysis was not convincing.
"It reads as if you gave a lawyer an assignment: Give me the best possible rationale for why this is legal -- be as inventive as you like," Sen. Adam Schiff (D-California), a former federal prosecutor, told reporters last week. "If that opinion were to be adopted, it would not constrain any use of force anywhere in the world. I mean, it is broad enough to authorize just about anything."
He added that he saw legal risk to service members for participating in these operations. "I would certainly not want to rely on the rationale I've read," Schiff said.
"They make a good case about initiating hostilities," said Rep. Don Bacon (R-Nebraska), who reviewed the OLC opinion Wednesday. "But to do continued hostilities, I think it's a precedent that you've got to come to Congress."
The OLC's apparent attempt to allay concerns that the U.S. military might be exposed to prosecution is reminiscent of the office's response during the George W. Bush administration to top military lawyers' concerns about harsh interrogation techniques used on detained terrorism suspects after al-Qaeda's attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, analysts say.
In a 2003 memo that has since been declassified, John Yoo, then an OLC deputy assistant attorney general, addressed concerns that the techniques violated statutes prohibiting torture. "Even if these statutes were misconstrued to apply to persons acting at the direction of the President ... the Department of Justice could not enforce this law or any of the other criminal statutes ... against federal officials acting pursuant to the President's constitutional authority to direct a war," he wrote.
Then, as now, said Rebecca Ingber, a former State Department attorney and a law-of-war expert, field personnel are being asked to conduct activities that are "unprecedented and, frankly, unlawful."
Asserting that a practice is legal does not necessarily make it so, though in practice, an OLC opinion "may well serve as a hurdle to a future Department of Justice prosecution," she said.
A future OLC could withdraw the memo, as the Obama administration did with memos justifying the use of harsh interrogation techniques written by the Bush-era OLC. But the Obama Justice Department declined to prosecute personnel who had relied on them.
With its boat strikes against alleged narco-traffickers, the Trump administration has sought to graft the language and framework of the two-decade-long battle against international terrorism onto what has generally been considered a law enforcement problem.
Yoo, the former OLC official, wrote in a recent Post opinion article that the current campaign blurs the distinction between crime and war. He also charged that the White House "has yet to provide compelling evidence in court or to Congress that drug cartels have become arms of the Venezuelan government. That showing is needed to justify ... the naval attacks in the South American seas."
By framing the military campaign as a war, the administration can argue that murder statutes do not apply, said Sarah Harrison, a senior analyst with the International Crisis Group and a former Pentagon lawyer. "If the U.S. is at war, then it would be lawful to use lethal force as a first resort," she said. The president, she argued, "is fabricating a war so that he can get around the restrictions on lethal force during peacetime, like murder statutes."
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Middle East
Turkish military plane falls from sky over Georgia, killing all 20 aboard
Nineteen bodies have been recovered from the wreckage, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said Wednesday. The C-130 was flying from Azerbaijan to Turkey.

Members of emergency services work at the site of Turkish C-130 military cargo plane crash near the Azerbaijani border, in Sighnaghi municipality, Georgia, on Wednesday. (Irakli Gedenidze/Reuters)


By Sammy Westfall | 2025-11-12
A Turkish military cargo plane crashed Tuesday in neighboring Georgia, killing all 20 servicemen aboard, Turkish authorities said Wednesday, launching an investigation into the incident.
The C-130 aircraft crashed shortly after crossing into Georgia, returning from Ganja, Azerbaijan, to Turkey, the Turkish Defense Ministry said in a statement Tuesday. Search efforts coordinated between Turkey, Azerbaijan and Georgia began immediately, officials said. Nineteen bodies have been recovered and one remains missing, according to Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Turkish state-run news agency Anadolu reported.
The crash was a "painful piece of news that plunged all 86 million of us into sorrow," Erdogan said in a post on X on Wednesday. The soldiers were in Azerbaijan for fifth anniversary Victory Day celebrations of the Second Nagorno-Karabakh War, he said -- an event he also attended. Turkey and Azerbaijan are close partners, and Turkey backed Azerbaijan in its war with Armenia to take control of the contested Nagorno-Karabakh region.
In the wake of the crash, Erdogan extended condolences to the grieving families, the Turkish armed forces and all Turkish citizens.
"May the Almighty God make the resting places of our martyrs paradise and their ranks exalted," Erdogan said.
NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte sent condolences to Turkey, a NATO member.

Turkey has launched an investigation after a military plane crashed near the Azerbaijani border on Nov. 11, killing all aboard.


No cause for the crash has been provided so far. A team is conducting a technical investigation into the crash, the Defense Ministry said Wednesday. Azerbaijani and Georgian authorities also helped with the search and rescue, and they are mobilizing "all the resources" they can, Erdogan said.

Georgian search and fescue teams conduct operations at the scene of the crash, near Sighnaghi in eastern Georgia on Wednesday. (Daro Sulakauri/Getty Images)


Photos of the scene shown pieces of burned metal strewn in a large open, grassy area near the Azerbaijani border. Emergency workers, soldiers, and investigators, as well as police and military vehicles and ambulances, surrounded the wreckage site.
Video of the plane crash, published by the Associated Press, showed a large section of the plane spinning from the sky, leaving a helix of smoke, before hitting the ground.
C-130 Hercules four-engine turboprop military transport aircraft, made by U.S. manufacturer Lockheed, now Lockheed Martin, have been used to airdrop supplies, provide relief operations, transport crews, drop bombs, retrieve satellites.
"Those who design, build, fly, support and maintain a Hercules often say the plane is without a doubt the world's most proven workhorse -- and for good reason," Lockheed Martin said in a page about C-130 Hercules's history. The aircraft has the "longest, continuous military aircraft production run in history," the company said, adding that 2,500 C-130s have been ordered to at least 63 nations.
The Defense Ministry published the names and military portraits of the 20 servicemen who were killed. "The homeland is grateful to you," a statement read.
Erdogan urged Turkish citizens to be aware about disinformation as it spreads online about the incident.
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Europe
Ukraine's justice and energy ministers resign amid corruption probe
German Galushchenko was at first just suspended, but President Volodymyr Zelensky has said that he and his successor as energy minister must step down during the investigation.

Ukrainian Energy Minister Svitlana Grynchuk speaks with journalists during a news conference at the ministry in Kyiv on Monday. (Genya Savilov/AFP/Getty Images)


By Siobhan O'Grady, David   Stern, Kostiantyn Khudov | 2025-11-12

German Galushchenko, center, with Energoatom head Petro Kotin, left, and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky on Feb. 13. (Gleb Garanich/Reuters)


KYIV -- Ukraine's justice and energy ministers submitted their resignations Wednesday after President Volodymyr Zelensky called for them to step down -- as the fallout from a wide-ranging corruption investigation rocked Ukraine's political establishment and threatened to implicate top government officials and a former business partner of the Ukrainian leader.
Prime Minister Yulia Svyrydenko announced Justice Minister German Galushchenko's suspension earlier Wednesday, but the president's call just hours later for Galushchenko and Energy Minister Svitlana Grynchuk to step down went much further. The move is a sign of the severe damage caused from an investigation, announced Monday by Ukraine's two independent anti-corruption bodies, into an alleged kickback scheme in the nuclear power sector.
Soon after Zelensky's call, Svyrydenko wrote on Telegram that the two ministers had submitted their resignations, which she would send to parliament for approval.
The nation's independent anti-corruption bodies announced Monday they were investigating an alleged scheme that netted its perpetrators about $100 million in kickbacks from contracts signed by Ukraine's state nuclear energy company, Energoatom.
In a post on his official Telegram channel, Zelensky said that Galushchenko and Grynchuk "could not remain in their positions" as a "matter of trust."
"If there are accusations, they must be answered," Zelensky said. "The decision to remove them from office is prompt, the fastest."
Zelensky also said that "right now, it is extremely difficult for everyone in Ukraine," given the ongoing Russian aerial strikes against Ukraine's power sector, that have resulted in rolling blackouts throughout the country. "It is absolutely unacceptable that there are still some [corruption] schemes in the energy sector."
Galushchenko was energy minister until July and a key member of Zelensky's government. Grynchuk succeeded him after serving as his deputy minister from 2023 to 2024. According to statements by prosecutors, one of those indicted in the probe used his relationship with the then-energy minister to engage in criminal activities.
Before the call for him to step down, Galushchenko said he agreed with the move to suspend him. "I am not clinging to my position as minister and will not cling to it. I believe that suspension for the duration of the investigation is a civilized and correct scenario."
Galushchenko "says he's not guilty, so he'll have all possibilities to prove it," said an official who, like others in this article, spoke on the condition of anonymity to freely discuss a sensitive political situation. The official noted that he had not been named a suspect, "so everything remains in the political sphere rather than the legal one, and no formal charges have been filed so far."
Another Ukrainian official, however, said that for the anti-corruption agencies "to have this level of result, these people had to have a longtime, well-established corrupt network."
The request for resignations became the only viable path forward, this official said. "I don't think that it [will cause] serious damage to international assistance, but it puts another question mark on what we are fighting for," the official said.
"Russia will definitely use it" against Ukraine, the official added.
Russia -- which has deeply embedded corruption problems of its own -- has long used the corruption issue in an attempt to discredit Ukraine; Moscow seized on the latest revelations. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Wednesday that donor countries "had taken note" of the latest corruption questions.
"These countries are becoming increasingly aware that a significant portion of the money they take from their taxpayers is being stolen by the Kyiv regime," he told journalists.
One Ukrainian lawmaker said it was necessary for the president to take the extra step of calling for the minister's resignation, rather than just suspending him, since it would have allowed him to maintain influence over the ministry.
Grynchuk, as someone who previously worked under Galushchenko, was probably also seen as a liability because she still relies on people close to him, the lawmaker added.
Whether the ministries recover from the scandal will depend on who is appointed next, the lawmaker said. If someone who was not close to Galushchenko is chosen, "then his influence will disappear in three months max."
The problem, the lawmaker said, is that "no one wants to become a minister anymore."
Since the pro-democracy Maidan protests in 2014, rooting out the pervasive corruption in Ukraine has been a major demand of the population. Over the summer, however, Zelensky attempted to curtail the independence of the bodies set up to fight corruption, prompting protests. He eventually backed down.

People hold up hand written placards as they protest and sing against a new law targeting Ukraine's anti-corruption bodies on July 23 in Kyiv. (Ed Ram/For The Washington Post)


Ukraine's progress on fighting corruption has been closely scrutinized, especially by its European partners evaluating the country as it hopes to join the European Union. In the United States, Republicans opposing supporting Ukraine have often cited the issue of corruption, as well.
Officials from the National Anti-Corruption Bureau, the anti-corruption agency, said that the investigation, given the code name "Midas," took place over 15 months and involved 1,000 hours of audio recordings and about 70 searches. Some of the contracts in question were for structures to protect energy installations, detectives said.
On Tuesday, prosecutors named seven suspects, including onetime Zelensky confidant Tymur Mindich and Galushchenko adviser Ihor Myronyuk.
On Wednesday, Dmytro Basov, executive director for security at Energoatom, appeared at an arraignment as a suspect in the case. Basov and Myronyuk, whose hearing began Tuesday, denied the charges against them.
The Economy Ministry, meanwhile, announced that there would be an entirely new supervisory board for Energoatom within a week and that the selection would take place in cooperation with Group of Seven countries. The ministry added that Energoatom would also undergo a comprehensive audit that would be submitted to law enforcement officials.
On Wednesday, Kvartal 95, the production company that Mindich and Zelensky co-owned before Zelensky became president -- and was still one of Ukraine's best-known comedians -- distanced itself from the corruption investigation.
"There is currently a lot of information in the public space related to one of the co-owners of the Studio Kvartal 95, who has found himself in the spotlight," the company said in a statement.
"These events are not related to the work of the Studio, its content or the team," adding that the co-owner, who was not named, "has a legal relationship with the studio" but did not "participate in its activities" or "influence the content or decisions of the team."
Tymofiy Mylovanov, head of the Kyiv School of Economics and an adviser to the presidential administration, resigned from the Energoatom supervisory board Tuesday, saying that he had demanded greater transparency, but to no avail.
"I demanded results, not explanations of processes," Mylovanov wrote Tuesday evening on Facebook, before the board was dissolved. "I was told that I was toxic, biased and 'demanding the impossible.'"
Mylovanov said the investigation "should have been a wake-up call" for the board but there had been "no awakening." Instead, he said, "there is a slumber and the hope that it will somehow work out."
Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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Economic Policy
What the end of the government shutdown means for you
Federal employees are returning to work. Museums are reopening. Food assistance will resume. Flight delays could ease -- though not immediately.

The U.S. Capitol. (Win McNamee/Getty Images)


By Amy B Wang, Meryl Kornfield | 2025-11-13
President Donald Trump signed a bill into law Wednesday night to reopen the government, after the House passed it earlier in the day. After a 43-day stalemate, seven Senate Democrats and one independent joined Senate Republicans over the weekend to broker a new deal to end the longest shutdown in U.S. history.
Here's what we know so far about what will happen now that the government has reopened.
The bill's enactment reopened government "immediately" and funds the it at current levels through Jan. 30. Some portions of the federal government, including the Departments of Agriculture and Veterans Affairs, as well as military construction and legislative branch operations, will be funded through September.
The shutdown put 650,000 federal workers on furlough, while about 600,000 more were working without pay. Workers at several agencies were told Wednesday afternoon to expect to show up to work Thursday if Trump signed the legislation ending the shutdown.
The Trump administration had threatened to withhold back pay from furloughed workers, despite a 2019 law that guarantees it. The funding deal reaffirmed that furloughed employees will receive back pay. Paychecks will begin going out Saturday, said a senior administration official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss personnel matters.
The Office of Management and Budget did not respond to questions about worker pay Wednesday.
Last week, the Trump administration laid out a plan to gradually reduce flights at some of the country's busiest airports, including those serving Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Los Angeles and D.C., saying it was necessary to eliminate potential safety risks as air traffic controllers continued to work without pay.
The Transportation Department on Wednesday froze flight reductions at 6 percent, keeping in place a level that went into effect earlier this week, after cuts to flight schedules during the government shutdown led to thousands of delays and cancellations.
In a joint statement Wednesday, issued before Trump signed the funding bill to reopen the government, Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy and FAA Administrator Bryan Bedford said the hold will remain in place as the Federal Aviation Administration "continues to assess whether the system can gradually return to normal operations."
Many carriers said they are working to ensure customers have at least 24 hours' notice if their flight will be disrupted and have been urging travelers to check their flight status before heading to the airport. American, Delta, Southwest and United are among those who informed passengers that they had completed adjustments to their schedules.
Aviation experts warned that it will take time before operations return to normal, even after the federal government reopens. Airlines will need to rework their schedules and ensure that aircraft and crew members are in the right places. Federal and airline officials are likely to be scrambling to restore as much service as possible before an estimated 31 million people are expected to fly around the Thanksgiving holiday period.
Full payments to Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, also known as SNAP or food stamps, should be disbursed soon after the government is reopen. During the shutdown, the Trump administration has been engaged in court battles to prevent full SNAP payments from being distributed to the 42 million low-income Americans at risk of food insecurity. The funding holdup caused by the government shutdown has left families across the country in agonized uncertainty as they stretch budgets while waiting for aid.
The bill would appropriate funding for SNAP through September 2026, preventing similar confusion and turmoil -- at least for about another year.
The shutdown temporarily shuttered most of D.C.'s prominent museums, many of which are funded by a mix of federal appropriations and private donations. As of noon Thursday, the Library of Congress and U.S. Botanic Garden were open. Memorials on the National Mall seem to be open as normal as well.
Three Smithsonian museums, the National Museum of American History, the National Air and Space Museum, and Air and Space's Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center, will open at their usual times on Friday. Other museums will gradually follow over the weekend, with the goal of having all open by Monday.
The National Gallery will reopen its West Building and Sculpture Garden on Friday. The East Building will follow on Saturday.
National Zoo representatives confirmed that ZooLights will open as scheduled on Nov. 21 and run through Jan. 3. Here are more details about how holiday events and planned exhibitions will be affected.
Trump and White House budget director Russell Vought had repeatedly warned they would lay off federal workers during the shutdown, which Democrats dismissed as a bargaining tactic. The administration sent layoff notices, which are also being called reductions in force, to about 4,000 workers in October at departments including: Commerce; Education; Energy; Health and Human Services; Housing and Urban Development; Homeland Security; and Treasury.
However, the continuing resolution passed by the Senate instructed the agencies to reverse those layoffs, which had already been held up by a court injunction. After the bill is enacted, agencies must reinstate any employee who received a reduction-in-force notice within five days. Also, the stopgap measure bars the government from proceeding with any more mass layoffs until Jan. 30.
The deal did not include an extension of the Affordable Care Act subsidies that will expire Dec. 31, something Democrats had sought -- and the cause of the impasse that originally brought the government shutdown. Republicans suggested they were open to debate on the issue, but only after the government was reopened. House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) has not promised a vote on the ACA subsidies, without which average premiums for Americans who buy coverage on Healthcare.gov are expected to rise 30 percent in the new year.
Lori Aratani, Niha Masih, Mariana Alfaro and Fritz Hahn contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/11/13/government-shutdown-end-impacts/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Media
Brendan Carr should ditch speech-chilling policy, former FCC chairs say
A bipartisan group of predecessors says the agency's current chairman is improperly wielding a little-used policy against broadcasters critical of President Donald Trump.

Brendan Carr, chairman of the Federal Communications Commission, testifies on Capitol Hill in May. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Scott Nover | 2025-11-13
Seven former members of the Federal Communications Commission are petitioning the agency to repeal its policy prohibiting broadcasters from distorting the news, arguing that FCC Chairman Brendan Carr has improperly wielded it to counter material critical of President Donald Trump.
The group, composed of former commissioners and chairmen appointed by presidents of both parties, argued in a petition it is set to file with the regulatory agency Thursday that the so-called news distortion policy is not compatible with the Constitution's First Amendment.
The petitioners include Mark Fowler, Dennis Patrick and Alfred Sikes, who chaired the commission under Republican Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush, as well as Tom Wheeler, who did so under President Barack Obama, a Democrat. Former Republican commissioners Andrew Barrett and Rachelle Chong and former Democratic commissioner Ervin S. Duggan also signed on.
The group wrote that the news distortion policy, which was in place but seldom used during their own FCC tenures, serves no purpose other than as an instrument of government overreach.
"Wielding the news distortion policy, the FCC has already opened or threatened to open investigations against private broadcasters due to disagreements with editorial decisions or statements made in a comedic monologue," they wrote. "Even if the FCC never tries to take enforcement action in these cases, the specter of government interference alone chills broadcasters' speech and suppresses their message."
The FCC did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Carr, Trump's top media enforcer during his second term in office, has often threatened to use the news distortion policy against broadcasters that he and Trump have criticized. After Carr assumed the FCC chairmanship in January, he reopened a months-old complaint from the Center for American Rights, a conservative legal organization, filed in October 2024 against CBS stations carrying the "60 Minutes" interview with Democratic presidential candidate Kamala Harris, claiming it had been misleadingly edited. Carr also reopened a complaint against ABC over presidential debate moderation. FCC staff had previously dismissed both cases under the prior administration.
Trump sued CBS News over the Harris interview and settled out of court for $16 million as parent company Paramount sought regulatory approval for its deal to merge with David Ellison's firm Skydance. The FCC approved the $8 billion deal in July.
Carr publicly accused NBC and parent company Comcast of news distortion over its coverage of Kilmar Abrego Garcia's wrongful deportation from the United States. Carr accused Abrego Garcia of being a gang member, which he has denied and the administration has not been able to substantiate. "Comcast knows that federal law requires its licensed operations to serve the public interest," he posted on X. "News distortion doesn't cut it."
In September, Carr cited the policy when he threatened ABC and parent company Walt Disney Co. over late-night host Jimmy Kimmel's comments about the killing of right-wing influencer Charlie Kirk. "We have a rule on the book that interprets the public interest standard that says news distortion is prohibited," he said on a podcast before adding, "We can do this the easy way or the hard way." Later that day, television affiliate owners Nexstar and Sinclair said they would preempt "Jimmy Kimmel Live!" before ABC pulled Kimmel off the air; he returned one week later.
The Kimmel episode earned Carr ire from some fellow Republicans, including Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas). "That's right out of a mafioso coming into a bar," Cruz said at the time.
Carr's regular invocations of the news distortion policy amount to "regulation by raised eyebrow," said Daniel Lyons, a professor at Boston College Law School, in which an agency creates enough threat to force voluntary compliance without formal action.
"You don't have to go full Tony Soprano to have a chilling effect on speech," Lyons, who reviewed the petition ahead of its release, told The Washington Post.
The news distortion policy dates to 1949 as a corollary to the fairness doctrine, rooted in the idea that broadcast spectrum scarcity required government oversight of news accuracy. The FCC eliminated the fairness doctrine in 1987 over concerns it was chilling free speech but left the news distortion policy intact.
Blake E. Reid, a professor at the University of Colorado Law School, said the news distortion policy was never intended to give the FCC power to control how broadcasters cover political issues. "We've never had a version of the First Amendment that would tolerate an FCC intervention like this," he said.
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Economy
U.S. visas can be denied for obesity, cancer and diabetes, Rubio says
The Trump administration has directed visa officers to consider obesity and other chronic health conditions when deciding whether to grant visas to immigrants.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio in Hamilton, Ontario, on Wednesday. (Mandel Ngan/Pool/AFP/Getty Images)


By Lauren Kaori Gurley, Hannah Natanson | 2025-11-13
The Trump administration directed visa officers to consider obesity -- and other chronic health conditions such as heart disease, cancer and diabetes -- as reasons to deny foreigners visas to the United States.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio told U.S. consulates and embassies around the world about the changes in a Nov. 6 cable, according to a copy obtained and verified by The Washington Post. The move broadens current medical screening beyond contagious diseases and gives visa officers new justification to reject applicants, in the Trump administration's latest effort to curb the flow of immigration.
"You must consider an applicant's health," said the State Department cable, which was reported earlier by KFF Health News. "Certain medical conditions -- including, but not limited to, cardiovascular diseases, respiratory diseases, cancers, diabetes, metabolic diseases, neurological diseases, and mental health conditions -- can require hundreds of thousands of dollars' worth of care."
The cable then suggests that consulates consider obesity in determining whether to grant visas, mentioning that it can cause sleep apnea, high blood pressure and clinical depression.
The cable was drafted by the agency's political leadership and did not go through normal channels for review -- which typically includes input from career staff, according to a senior State Department official who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to talk to the media.
"This guidance gives consular officers wide discretion to deny both immigrant and nonimmigrant visas based on common health conditions that, by themselves, have never been treated as disqualifying," said Vic Goel, an immigration attorney in Reston, Virginia.
Anna Kelly, a White House spokeswoman, said in a statement that "for 100 years, State Department policy has included an authority to deny visa applicants who would pose a financial burden to taxpayers, such as individuals who were seeking publicly-funded health care in the U.S. and could further drain health care resources from American citizens.
"President Trump's Administration is finally fully enforcing this policy, and putting Americans first." She added that "low-level bureaucrats may have run autopen Joe Biden's administration, but under President Trump, directives come from the top -- not whiny deep staters who complain to The Washington Post."
About 16 percent of adults worldwide qualified as obese in 2022, according to the World Health Organization. And 14 percent had diabetes in 2022.
The State Department's guidance also directs visa officers to consider applicants ineligible to enter the U.S. for several new reasons, including whether they are past retirement age, how many dependents -- children or elderly parents -- they have, and whether any dependents have "special needs" or disabilities, the cable said.
Rubio issued the directive under the "public charge" rule, which denies visas and green cards to immigrants expected to be heavy users of social welfare programs or be institutionalized. Critics of the new directive point out that the Trump administration is relying on the idea that having a medical condition creates a financial burden on the U.S.
"While health has always been one of several statutory factors consular officers may consider in a public charge determination, prior practice was narrow and tied to specific findings, for example, conditions that would likely result in institutionalization at government expense," said Goel, the immigration attorney. "Here, the cable directs officers to consider a broad list of chronic and common medical conditions explicitly tying them to the potential cost of care over an applicant's expected lifespan."
The State Department directive applies to both temporary visa holders, such as H-1B visa holders, as well as immigrants seeking permanent residence in the U.S. for work and family-related reasons.
Certain humanitarian visa applicants, such as refugees, are excluded, although the Trump administration has ended or is ending many of those programs.
The new directive is the latest example of the Trump administration's tougher stance on legal immigration, including travel bans and the cancellation of certain humanitarian immigration programs.
Steven Heller, an immigration attorney in the United Kingdom who has worked as a U.S. immigration officer, said U.S. consular officers typically have significant discretion to deny visas based on their interpretation of the rules. He noted that the directive gives visa officers "more reasons not to have to issue a visa."
The State Department directive appears to go beyond the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's technical guidance on medical criteria for immigrants to the U.S., which include a tuberculosis and syphilis test and disclosure of drug abuse or addiction as well as vaccination records.
The guidance also asks visa officers to make their own assessments of how much someone's medical conditions might cost the U.S.
"Does the applicant have adequate financial resources to cover the costs of such care over his entire expected lifespan without seeking public cash assistance or long-term institutionalization at government expense?" the cable says.
A diplomat who received last week's cable, and also spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to talk to the media, said State Department leadership has been very active in finding new ways to deny foreigners entry into the U.S. or just slow down the system.
John Hudson contributed to this report.
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Economic Policy
So long, penny. The Treasury has officially stopped producing one-cent coins.
The U.S. Mint struck its final run of one-cent coins Wednesday, ending almost 230 years of near-continuous penny production.

U.S. Treasurer Brandon Beach presents the last penny made at the Mint in Philadelphia on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Jacob Bogage | 2025-11-13
PHILADELPHIA -- Penny for your thoughts? Check the couch cushions. The U.S. Mint struck its final run of one-cent coins Wednesday, ending more than 230 years of continuous production.
Treasurer Brandon Beach pressed five commemorative pennies before staff at the Mint, a stone's throw from Independence Hall, convert the machines to produce nickels, dimes and quarters, in line with President Donald Trump's February social media post calling to abolish the penny.
The Trump administration says the move is a cost-cutting measure that will better align the U.S. money supply with consumer habits. It costs 3.69 cents to produce a penny, and ending production will save $56 million per year in reduced material costs, according to the Treasury Department.
"Given the rapid modernization of the American wallet, the Department of the Treasury and President Trump no longer believe the continued production of the penny is fiscally responsible or necessary to meet the demands of the American public," Beach said.

U.S. Treasurer Brandon Beach places the last penny to be struck into the machine. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)



A penny placed in a machine at the U.S. Mint in Philadelphia. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Pennies won't vanish overnight, though. They remain legal tender, and there could be close to 300 billion of them in circulation, Beach said.
The problem is, most of those pennies don't actually, you know, circulate. They sit in piggy banks and car consoles, cash register drawers and gutters, said Robert Whaples, an economics professor at Wake Forest University who since 2007 has led the charge among academics to ditch the penny.
"Why do they get taken out of circulation? We won't even waste our time to bring them back to the Coinstar or back to the grocery store," Whaples said. "We won't even reach down and pick up a penny we see on the sidewalk."
Retrieving a penny is barely worth the time it would take to do it for many Americans. When Trump ordered the Treasury to stop minting pennies in February, the average private-sector hourly wage was hovering around $36, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Break that down, and it comes out to 1 cent per second.
"If we're taking two extra seconds to use this," Whaples said, by fishing a penny out of a pocket or bending over to pry one off the street, "you can see why that would be a bad idea."

Mike Spinosa, a pit driver at the U.S. Mint, transfers one-cent blanks before they are struck into pennies in Philadelphia in 2007. (Stephen Hilger/Bloomberg News/Getty Images)


Stores nationwide have posted notices in recent weeks advising customers of penny shortages as the Mint wound down production and distribution of new coins.
The pennies Beach struck Wednesday will not circulate -- they're marked with an omega symbol and will be auctioned off in the coming weeks, with proceeds going to the Mint and the Treasury's general fund, Treasury officials said.
The coins could easily bring more than $1 million each, said Richard De Rosa, a rare coin expert and owner of the Gold & Silver Refinery in Palm Bay, Florida.
"True rare coins -- really true rare ones, not new ones that they're calling rare -- could easily top $1 million. A $100,000 coin is not high in today's economy," De Rosa said. "So the last five U.S. pennies, it's a wild card."
Meanwhile, consumers can expect retailers to round prices to the nearest five-cent mark, said Gabriel Mathy, an associate professor of economics at American University.
In some cases, Mathy said, that could lead businesses to raise prices by a few cents to make transactions easier.
But when rounding at the checkout counter, shoppers are just as likely to gain a few cents as they are to lose them, according to Whaples's research. He published a study in 2007 in the Eastern Economic Journal based on transaction receipts from gas stations and convenience stores, finding that cashiers were just as likely to round down prices as round up.
"Eliminating the penny will not impose a 'rounding tax' on consumers," the paper stated. "Eliminating the penny will have a negligible impact on inflation and on convenience store costs and profits, but it will save time for customers and clerks."

Machines used to strike the penny coin. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)



The last pennies made on display at the U.S. Mint. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Authorized by the Coinage Act of 1792, the penny was one of the first coins produced by the Mint. It began circulating the next year when production began in Philadelphia.
For most of the coin's history, it was economical to produce and distribute. The Mint was able to control costs over time by swapping from a predominantly copper coin to a copper-plated zinc design.
Nickels could be the next coin on the chopping block, Whaples and Mathy said. It costs 13.78 cents to produce and distribute a single five-cent coin, according to the Mint.
"I think there's less nostalgia about the nickel," Mathy said. "I think the penny has its own kind of cachet, with the copper color and one of the best presidents in U.S. history. If we get rid of the penny, we might as well get rid of the nickel. And we could reconsider how much we want to use coins."
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Economic Policy
Longest government shutdown in U.S. history ends after Trump signs funding bill
President Donald Trump signed a bill to reopen the U.S. government after 43 days of widespread disruptions and delays. Many federal workers are expected back Thursday. 

(Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin, Marianna Sotomayor, Kadia  Goba, Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2025-11-13

President Donald Trump on Nov. 12 signed a funding bill to reopen the government and urged Senate Republicans to eliminate the filibuster.


The longest government shutdown in U.S. history ended Wednesday night after President Donald Trump signed into law a spending package to reopen the government, capping 43 days of a political stalemate that caused widespread disruptions at U.S. airports and upended food assistance for families.
Speaking from the White House late Wednesday, Trump blamed the shutdown and its harmful effects squarely on the Democratic Party and portrayed its end as a Republican victory. He also urged voters to remember the shutdown ahead of the 2026 midterm elections -- an apparent attempt to use the moment as political leverage, despite a recent poll suggesting more Americans blame the GOP for the shutdown.
"This is no way to run a country. I hope we all can agree that the government should never be shut down again," Trump said in a live broadcast.
He pledged to pass legislation to end politicians' ability to filibuster and said the federal government "will now resume normal operations."
Earlier in the day, the House voted to reopen federal agencies -- the first time it had been in session in nearly eight weeks. House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) had kept the chamber out of session since Sept. 19 in a bid to pressure the Senate to agree to a GOP funding extension, which Senate Democrats had repeatedly rejected. Lawmakers voted 222-209 to reopen the government.

The House on Nov. 12 voted 222-209 to end the longest government shutdown in U.S. history.


The plan approved Wednesday was brokered over the weekend between Senate Republicans, seven Senate Democrats and one independent. It passed the upper chamber Monday night.
"We feel very relieved tonight. The Democrat shutdown is finally over," Johnson told reporters after the House vote earlier Wednesday. "All this was utterly pointless and foolish. This outcome was totally foreseeable. ... They got nothing for their selfish political stunt."
Federal paychecks will begin going out Saturday, a senior administration official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss personnel matters.
The deal will fund the government through Jan. 30, pass three appropriations bills, reverse more than 4,000 federal layoffs the Trump administration attempted to implement earlier in the shutdown and prevent future layoffs through the end of January. It will appropriate funding for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, also known as SNAP or food stamps, through September 2026.
The measure will also bring an end to flight delays that have snarled airports across the country as air traffic controllers and Transportation Security Administration agents work without pay; reopen offices servicing farm loans and other federal benefits; reopen national parks; and ensure that families relying on food aid receive the expected support.
It will provide backpay to 650,000 federal workers who have been furloughed since Oct. 1 and an additional 600,000 who have been forced to continue working without pay.
The measure includes a provision that would allow at least eight GOP senators to sue the government over attempts to subpoena their records as part of an investigation into the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. House Republicans grumbled about that inclusion but opted not to strip it out in the wee hours of Wednesday morning. Now it's causing headaches for Johnson, who announced Wednesday he would fast-track legislation to strip it from the law.
The bill passed in the House with the support of almost all of the chamber's Republicans and a handful of moderate Democrats. Reps. Thomas Massie (Kentucky) and Greg Steube (Florida) were the only Republicans to vote against the deal, while Reps. Jared Golden (Maine), Adam Gray (California), Marie Gluesenkamp Perez (Washington), Don Davis (North Carolina), Tom Suozzi (New York) and Henry Cuellar (Texas) were the only Democrats to support it.
Gray told reporters after the House vote that he was tired of watching families struggle without SNAP benefits and he's committed to working with Republicans to extend the ACA subsidies.
"Let's get the government open and get people back to work, get people paid and with their food assistance and other programs in place as we go into the holidays. And then let's sit down and do our job," he had said.
Most House Democrats are irate that the measure won't extend the Affordable Care Act subsidies that Democrats have been pushing to protect before they expire at the end of the year. Since Oct. 1, most Democrats have refused to pass a funding bill until Republican leaders negotiated on health care. Republicans insisted that they would not negotiate until the government was reopened.
The Democratic base and scores of congressional Democrats are livid at the senators who agreed to reopen the government alongside Republicans without an agreed-upon path for extending the subsidies. Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) has pledged to hold a vote on a policy of Democrats' choosing by mid-December but has not guaranteed that his conference will support it. Johnson has not made the same commitment in the House, fueling anger among House Democrats.
"Am I going to guarantee a vote on ACA, unreformed, covid-era subsidies that is just a boondoggle to insurance companies and robs the taxpayer?" Johnson asked reporters Wednesday night. "We got a lot of work to do on that. The Republicans would demand a lot of reforms before anything like that was possible."

For weeks, Democrats demanded health subsidies to end the government shutdown. Then, some of those same Democrats reopened the government without a health deal.


House Democrats filed a discharge petition to force a vote on legislation to extend the ACA subsidies by three years, which would require 218 signatures to succeed. House Republicans control the chamber 219-214.
In a floor speech Wednesday night, House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) spoke about how the "health care crisis has devastated people all across the country" and urged members to support the discharge petition.
"We will stay on this issue until we get this issue resolved for everyday Americans," Jeffries said.
He told reporters Wednesday that the three-year extension -- without the changes to the subsidies that Republicans have demanded -- is the only thing House Democrats would support.
"At this point, it's entirely on them when tens of millions of Americans face dramatically increased health care premiums," Jeffries said.
Several moderate House Democrats wanted to vote for a compromise but considered the bill a nonstarter because Johnson refused to promise a vote on health care subsidies.
Republicans were able to pass the bill without the help of most Democrats, in large part because Republicans' ultraconservative cohort, the House Freedom Caucus -- which typically opposes funding extensions -- supported the legislation. House Freedom Caucus Chairman and Appropriations Committee member Andy Harris (R-Maryland) said Monday that he considered the Jan. 30 extension "a very reasonable compromise," after initially pushing for a year-long extension.
Any bills that the two chambers have not agreed upon by then, Harris said, should be funded through another extension until after the 2026 midterm elections "in order to not put Americans through this ordeal again." Most Democrats and Appropriations Committee members in both chambers oppose a full-year funding extension, which would give more leeway to Trump to make decisions on spending.
During the shutdown, the Trump administration expanded its power over federal spending by moving to lay off federal workers, repurposing leftover funding to ensure military and federal law enforcement members are paid, and cutting programs in Democratic-led states and cities.
As the bill made its way to the floor, Democrats tried to strip out a provision that would allow senators to sue federal law enforcement for seizing or issuing subpoenas for their data without notifying them, which could amount to $500,000 in potential damages for each violation.
The provision appears to be in response to special counsel Jack Smith's investigation into Trump's activities surrounding the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. Senate Republicans have released an FBI document showing that investigators obtained phone data from eight senators for calls made in the days before and after the attack. Several House members are also named in the document, but they could not sue to receive payouts.
Jeffries said Tuesday that Senate Republicans' move to protect "insurrectionist sympathizers" by making them eligible for taxpayer repayment is "insanity."
House Republicans also blasted the provision. Rep. Chip Roy (R-Texas) said it was "beside my comprehension" how it landed in the bill. But the GOP pushed ahead without adopting any amendments, which would have delayed reopening the government until the Senate returns to Washington.
"I think there's going to be a lot of people, if they look and understand this -- they're going to see this as self-serving, self-dealing kind of stuff, and I don't think that's right," Roy said Tuesday. "It is beside my comprehension that this got put in the bill, and it's why people have such a low opinion of this town."
Meryl Kornfield contributed to this report.
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Atlanta Fed chief Bostic to step down 
Raphael Bostic, the head of the Atlanta Fed, will step down at the end of his tern in February, the bank announced. Bostic is the first Black and openly gay president of a regional Fed bank. 

Raphael Bostic has served as Atlanta Fed president since 2017. (Eric Hart Jr./For The Washington Post)


By Andrew Ackerman | 2025-11-12
Raphael Bostic, the president of the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta and the first Black and openly gay person to lead one of the central bank's 12 regional branches, will step down at the end of his term in February, the bank announced Wednesday.
Bostic, 59, has served as Atlanta Fed president since 2017, overseeing the district that spans six Southern states. The bank did not give a reason for his retirement, but the move effectively takes him out of the reappointment process that all Fed bank presidents must complete by the end of February.
His planned departure comes as the Fed faces mounting pressure from President Donald Trump, who is seeking to install a majority of policymakers willing to cut interest rates to juice the economy. Trump has publicly mused about firing Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell and is attempting to remove Fed governor Lisa Cook, appointed by President Joe Biden, over allegations of mortgage fraud. Cook has denied the charges and is fighting to keep her job while she challenges Trump's August attempt to dismiss her.
A third official, Fed governor Adriana Kugler, also a Biden appointee, abruptly left the central bank in August, giving no reason for her departure. Trump replaced her with his own sitting top economic adviser, Stephen Miran, who is taking a leave of absence from the White House while serving at the central bank.
Bostic's retirement will open a key seat on the Federal Open Market Committee, the Fed body that sets U.S. interest rates, as the central bank weighs whether to continue lowering its short-term benchmark rate when the labor market is softening but inflation remains elevated. Bostic, not a voting member of the committee, has recently expressed reluctance to continue cutting rates, saying inflation has been too high for too long.
"It's been my distinct honor and privilege to lead the Atlanta Fed for these past eight and a half years," Bostic said in a statement.
A White House spokesman defended Trump's push for lower rates, saying the president is responding to easing inflation. "With inflation now well below the historic highs we saw during the Biden administration, President Trump has rightfully called for the Federal Reserve to cut rates and deliver interest cost relief for American homebuyers and businesses," spokesman Kush Desai said in a statement.
The Atlanta Fed's Board of Directors will lead the search for Bostic's successor, subject to approval by the Fed's board of governors in Washington.
Bostic is a housing expert who previously served in a top role at the Department of Housing and Urban Development during the Obama administration. He was also previously an academic at the University of Southern California.
The Fed's internal watchdog found last year that Bostic violated the central bank's rules around financial disclosures and trading activity, but it said there was no evidence that Bostic made trades based on confidential information or acted on financial conflicts of interest. He kept the backing of his board at the time, even as two other Federal Reserve presidents resigned in 2021 amid scrutiny of their financial dealings.
Wednesday's statement included high praise from Powell.
"His steady voice has exemplified the best of public service -- grounded in analysis, informed by experience, and guided by purpose," the Fed chair said.
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Food
Our apple, pumpkin and cranberry pies let you have it all this Thanksgiving
A gluten-free pumpkin pie, vegan apple pie and whimsical orange cranberry meringue pie give everyone a dessert to enjoy.

(Lauren Bulbin/TWP; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


By Sam Rehn | 2025-11-13
If you come to my home and sit at my table, you can count on me serving you dessert. Days before your visit, I will ask what you like and whether you have any dietary restrictions. I'll spend a day or two delving into my go-to recipes that might fit your taste, and, if needed, I'll experiment to create something suitable. I'll always make you something sweet to eat -- and I'll try to make it the best version of that dish possible. I feel pure joy when I have a well-made dessert, and if you are in my home, I want you, too, to experience that bliss.
If it's a holiday celebration such as Thanksgiving, when we have broad permission to have as many slices of pie and varieties of dessert as we like, I'll have at least two options for everyone. Though Thanksgiving is usually focused on baking the classics, I think it's so much more important that everyone at the table feels like they belong. It should always be the most welcoming spread.
With this in mind, I developed three new dessert recipes for every baker's holiday table: one gluten-free, one vegan and one with no diet-related modifications. You can swap the crusts and toppings around to create the dessert that best fits your needs and desires.
I know you'll be busy simultaneously cooking several dishes, so all of these pies can and should be made ahead of time. Even the whipped cream for the Gluten-Free Brown Butter Pumpkin Pie will hold up in the fridge. The only thing to hold off on until a few hours before serving is the meringue on the Orange Cranberry Meringue Pie, but that billowing fluff with a touch of tart cranberry is worth every moment of last-minute prep -- plus you'll get to pull out the blowtorch for a fiery finish.

Gluten-Free Brown Butter Pumpkin Pie. 


For the pumpkin pie, I wanted a crust that tasted good when cold, given we'd make this well before the feast and keep it chilled in the fridge. Graham cracker was the obvious choice, and ground pecans add texture and flavor. Crucially, I wanted to bridge the gap between those who love pumpkin pie and those who love the flavor but not the "wet" texture it sometimes has. This version is dense but creamy and packed with warm spices bloomed by brown butter, which my longtime readers know I tend to put in the most unexpected parts of a dessert. The pie is baked in a springform pan with an easy press-in crust and topped with a thick and tangy cream cheese whipped cream. Get the recipe.
A few baking tips:
	I recommend the Schar brand for the gluten-free graham crackers; you'll need two packages. If you aren't looking to make a gluten-free pie, swap in any other graham cracker, no adjustments needed.
	Pumpkin pies crack when they are overbaked, but their generous wobble makes them seem underbaked when taken out of the oven. The surest way to know whether it is done baking is by inserting an instant-read thermometer in the center. The pie is done at 165 degrees.
	For the topping, we'll use my stabilized food processor whipped cream method, which produces a thick cream that won't separate. Blend the cream cheese with the sugars and flavorings, then add the heavy cream and process until thick. Be careful not to overprocess the cream or you'll make butter. If you don't have a food processor, use a hand mixer. This makes a generous topping (about the depth of the pie). If you'd like something more modest, halve the recipe.


Vegan Spiced Apple Crumble Pie. 


A lot of misconceptions surround dairy-free or vegan pastries, but if you have a good butter substitute, you might not notice that the crust and crumble in this apple pie don't have dairy. My approach to this classic dessert is fairly standard. I wanted to bring out every element in its best light: a flaky, buttery pie crust with a touch of vanilla, and a mountain of densely sliced apples covered in a spiced, gooey caramel-like sauce. For the topping, I wanted to combine apple crumble with an apple pie, so I gave it a crisp, generously spiced brown sugar streusel on top. The result is a gratifying variation of texture in every bite. Serve it with a pure vanilla bean ice cream, and you've got Thanksgiving perfection on a plate. Get the recipe.
Baking tips:
	I call for Granny Smith apples in the recipe, but a variety of apples for the filling will get you an even more nuanced flavor: Pink Lady, Honeycrisp and Fuji are all great for apple bakes.
	For the crispiest streusel, a low-protein flour is best, such as White Lily or Gold Medal all-purpose.
	If you'd prefer to have a double-crust or lattice-topped pie instead of the crumble, double the pie crust recipe. A sprinkle of granulated sugar on top adds appealing crunch.


Orange Cranberry Meringue Pie. 


For the last pie, I thought of how after a heavy, hearty meal, we often crave something refreshing: a tart fruit. Citrus has a special place in my heart, especially lemon, but in-season cranberries are what I turn to during the holidays. I use fresh orange to soften and sweeten the sourness of the cranberry curd without dulling its wonderful tart flavor.
Inspired by one of my favorite pies, lemon meringue, this recipe made in a tart pan with a removable bottom boasts a similar bright filling. It has an orange and almond pate sucree (short crust), so the pie can be made ahead of time without the crust losing its texture and flavor. On top, I put one of my favorite things to make: a billowing, ultra-creamy Italian meringue made with cranberry juice, giving it a sharp flavor that offsets the usual eggy blandness. Get the recipe.
Baking tips:
	Don't confuse cranberry juice cocktail with 100 percent pure cranberry juice. The latter is sold in grocery stores on the juice shelves, at room temperature. It has no additional ingredients to the cranberries.
	The crust is going to feel dry as you're pressing it into the tart pan, but avoid the temptation to add any more milk. The fats from the butter and ground nuts will melt in the oven and produce an ideal shortbread-like crust: crumbly but still neat to slice.
	Because the filling needs to chill before adding the starch and baking, I start with it. While it's cooling, make and bake the crust so the filling is ready to pour into the crust as soon as it's done prebaking.
	Be sure to have the stand mixer bowl clean and dry, and the egg whites free of any egg yolk. Fats can and will inhibit the meringue's proteins from forming stiff peaks.

Editing by Becky Krystal and Olga Massov. Photo editing by Jennifer Beeson Gregory. Art direction and design by Josh Chen. Design editing by Christine Ashack. Copy editing by Dorine Bethea and Emily Morman. Photos by Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post. Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky.
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Eat Voraciously
This tangy, spicy Thai salad is a sensational weeknight dish
Inspired by recipes in chef Arnold Myint's cookbook "Family Thai," this pork laab recipe is easy and adaptable.

Laab Moo (Pork Laab). (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky )


By Daniela Galarza | 2025-11-13
This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
The first thing you need to know about laab, sometimes spelled larb, is how to say it. "It's pronounced laab, like you're saying 'ahhh!' at the dentist's office," said chef Arnold Myint, co-owner of International Market in Nashville and author, along with Kat Thompson, of the cookbook "Family Thai." Thanks to that evocative description, I'll never pronounce it incorrectly again.
Get the recipe: Laab Moo (Pork Laab)
The second thing you need to know about laab is that it's considered one of four main categories of salad in Thai cuisine.
	Yum is defined by its sour (from limes) and spicy (from Thai chiles) profile.
	Thum, which means "pound," is a sour vegetable or fruit-based salad. (The green papaya-based som thum, or som tum, is well known in this category).
	Plah is a protein-heavy salad characterized by its sweet, thick chile-based dressing.
	Laab is a commonly meat-centric salad with a light, bright dressing and lots of crunch.

The last thing you need to know about laab is that it generally doesn't involve a ton of ingredients or take much time to put together -- just 30 minutes in this case. Despite that, it's a dish that tastes like so much more than the sum of its parts.
In this pork laab recipe, inspired by Myint's takes on laab, you'll start by making khao khua, or toasted rice powder. "This is the main component of laab that sets it apart," Myint, a 2024 James Beard Foundation semifinalist for best chef: Southeast and former "Top Chef" competitor, said. "It's part of its identity and flavor profile."
To make it, you'll simply toast raw rice in a skillet on the stovetop until it browns, then grind it into a fine powder with a mortar and pestle or dedicated spice grinder. Myint calls for sticky or jasmine rice in his recipe, but any uncooked white rice grains will work. You can also buy khao khua at Asian markets, but it's so easy and fast to make at home. "It's a fun technique that contributes flavor and texture, nuttiness and smokiness," Myint said. "It makes a textural difference when it hits the dressing and re-expands."

Toasted rice powder. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


I hadn't noticed this transformation when I ate laab at Thai restaurants, but it was apparent when I made it at home. The toasted rice powder actually changes each bite of the salad. First, it's crunchy, but over the next few minutes it binds with the liquid and fat in the dish, softens, and thickens the sauce.
Traditional laab moo recipes call for poaching ground or minced pork before mixing it with the pungent dressing. But I loved how in "Family Thai" Myint turned his laab into meatballs, called laab tod. "Frying laab ... adds a new and crunchy dimension," he wrote. So, in this variation, you'll pan-sear the pork, allowing it to brown and turn a bit crisp before cooking it through.
While that's happening, stir together a dressing of lime juice, fresh herbs, fish sauce, sugar, garlic, shallot, lemongrass and Thai chile. While lemongrass isn't a classic element in laab, Myint included it in both of the laab recipes in his book, the aforementioned laab tod and a vegetarian mushroom laab.
"It's a flourish of mine," he said. "It's not traditional. It's something I started to add to cut the gaminess of the meat a little," Myint, who moonlights as drag queen Suzy Wong, said. "Lemongrass has that citrus element in it, and we're celebrating that essence in laab. When you bite into a bit of lemongrass it's not bitter, it's a little floral, it kind of mists in your mouth, the scent and flavor opening up like a pheromone."
I was sold.
Myint's recipes rely on some of his own sauces, seasonings and pickles. These are well worth making if you buy the cookbook -- and may even become your own pantry staples -- but for this recipe, an introduction to laab, I skipped the extras so you could make and taste laab as soon as possible.
Just before serving, with crunchy cabbage leaves and the toasted rice powder, stir the dressing into the still-warm pork. As you take a bite, close your eyes to best appreciate the way the flavors dance around your taste buds, the way the smells creep into your nostrils, the way the textures change as you chew each mouthful.
Laab will always be one of my favorite dishes. Once you've tasted it, it's easy to see why. There's a lot to love about laab.
Get the recipe: Laab Moo (Pork Laab)
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: We're childless by choice, but my in-law's kids need a guardian
The letter writer is "filled with panic" at the thought of taking in her husband's sibling's kids.

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-11-13
Hi Sahaj: My husband and I are in our 40s and childless by choice. We love the freedom and have been looking to move halfway across the world in the next year. But it has recently come up that his sibling's four kids (6 and under) might be needing a guardian someday, and we are under consideration by the family at large because the other siblings already have several kids.
I am filled with panic over the prospect of having to change my job, home, location, marriage, habits and scrap my dreams to raise kids when it's the last thing I ever wanted. My husband isn't itching to either but has intimated that there might be no other option -- in his culture, this is just what you do for family. I love my husband, but I am simply not cut out for this role and am not sure what I would do if that time comes. I also care what his family thinks of me (and I'm already at a deficit because I'm not following the typical motherhood path). Please help!
-- Panic
Panic: I hear a lot of clarity in your question. Clarity that you definitely don't want to be a primary caregiver to children. Clarity on the lifestyle and freedom you want -- now and in the future. This isn't selfish. You already know who you are and what you want, and the world can sometimes feel punishing to women (especially in family-oriented cultures) for having that kind of certainty.
What you're bumping up against isn't only a logistical question of guardianship. It's a moral and cultural one: What does it even mean to be a good member of a family? In some cultures, being agreeable, helping out and taking on more responsibility is sometimes "just what you do for family," but at what cost? That's a limit only you can determine for yourself. I believe in compromises and duty, but not when it means absolute self-sacrifice. You can love those children, want the best for them and still know you're not the right person to raise them. In fact, recognizing that boundary might be the most loving, honest thing you could do, because resentment masquerading as duty rarely ends well for anyone, least of all the kids. They deserve to be taken in by guardians who want that role.
Before you brace for any fallout, gather information. You said you're "under consideration," which sounds like this may be an informal discussion, not a binding plan. Ask questions gently: Is there a legal guardian already named? Is there a set timeline for guardianship, or is this an insurance plan? Are they talking about full custody, or temporary care if something happens? Has anyone actually asked you directly, or is this family speculation? Is this when the kids are of a certain age, and would that change anything for you? Sometimes the enormity of what we fear shrinks when we clarify what's real.
Then, be really frank and kind with your husband. You might say: "I want to support your family in a crisis, but I need us to be honest about what we can actually give. I can't take on raising four kids; it would dismantle the life we built. Can we find another way to help that still honors your family values and our reality?" Sure, your husband may feel pressure, guilt or fear of being judged, but those emotions don't automatically require you both to surrender your lives. Maybe he'll push back. Or maybe you'll be giving him the opportunity to be more honest about how he feels about this. Together, you can and should explore other roles: emotional support, financial help or being part of a care network without being the sole guardians.
Setting boundaries does not mean you are rejecting your family. Instead, see it as still actively contributing within a culture of care (one that is so beautiful!) without abandoning your own capacity and desires.
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The Optimist
Listening to music most days could guard against dementia, study suggests
A new study finds that regularly listening to music or playing a musical instrument may help older adults protect against cognitive decline. 

A new study finds that listening to music regularly is associated with a significant decrease in risk of dementia. (Maansi Srivastava/For The Washington Post)


By Maggie Penman | 2025-11-13
Regularly listening to music is linked to a lower risk of developing dementia, according to a new study.
In the study, published in October, researchers looked at data spanning a decade and involving more than 10,000 relatively healthy people, aged 70 and older, in Australia. People who listened to music most days slashed their risk of developing dementia by 39 percent compared with those who did not regularly listen to music, the study found.
The ASPREE Longitudinal Study of Older Persons followed participants to investigate what factors are associated with the risks of developing various diseases -- and how much lifestyle changes could make a difference.
"Music was one of the areas we were interested in," said Joanne Ryan, head of the Biological Neuropsychiatry and Dementia research unit in the School of Public Health at Monash University and the senior researcher on the new study.
Researchers collected data annually from participants and their medical providers, and cognitive function assessments were conducted by trained staff.
They found that of the 10,893 participants in the study, the 7,030 who said they listen to music most days had the biggest drop in dementia risk compared with people who were not as frequent music listeners. The study did not specify what kind of music.
"They also had a decreased risk of experiencing more general cognitive decline," Ryan said. "And we also found that in that time period, they performed better, consistently better, on the tasks of memory and also on a global cognitive function test."
Ryan pointed out that this is an observational study, and the research can't determine if listening to music caused the decreased risk in cognitive decline. There might be other factors associated with listening to music that account for the difference. But she found the results striking.
"If we do consider our findings in light of other research that has been done," Ryan said, "we think there could be a real direct link." Ryan pointed to the large body of research that has shown that music can boost our moods and stimulate a number of areas of our brains, which is beneficial for cognitive function.
"I have started myself listening to music more than I was," Ryan said. "I would encourage people to be listening to music, because if it's something they take pleasure from and it's also stimulating their brain, why not?"
At Princeton University's Music Cognition Lab, researchers have conducted studies looking at what happens to people's brains when they listen to music. They've found that various parts of the brain are activated, including motor areas, sensory areas, the regions that process emotions and those involved in imagining or daydreaming. This could be the key to what makes music powerful for boosting brain health.
"One of the things that seems to be really important is just getting all those areas to talk to each other in meaningful ways," said Elizabeth Margulis, director of the lab and a trained pianist who wasn't involved in this new study. "That's something music is exceptionally good at doing."
Margulis pointed out that the study's finding applies to listening to music as well as playing it. There was slightly less benefit associated with regularly playing music, with a 35 percent reduction in the risk of dementia, though the researchers suspect that's because it's a smaller group of people than those who regularly listen to music.
A takeaway is you don't need to learn an instrument to benefit from engaging with music, though research has shown that taking music lessons can increase gray matter in the brain, even for people who aren't particularly skilled.
Music also has a transportive quality, Margulis said. If you listen to a song that you first heard during a certain time of life, you may find yourself transported back to that time, especially with the music you listened to in adolescence.
"That tends to be the music that people remember best and have the most memories associated with," Margulis said. She added that adolescence often is the time when people are defining themselves, which gives that music added meaning.
This can even be seen in people who are experiencing cognitive decline or diseases such as Alzheimer's.
"They may not even recognize themselves in a mirror, they don't know where they are or how they got there, but you put on a song from when they were 14, and they reconnect with that self they had lost," said neuroscientist and musician Daniel Levitin, who also wasn't involved in the new research.
Anecdotally, Margulis said, the effect seems to remain for a while even after they listen to the music.
"They're a little more present, a little more able to interact," Margulis said.
Levitin has written a new book, "I Heard There Was a Secret Chord: Music as Medicine," bringing together research about how music can be used as therapy for things including depression, pain and neurological disorders such as Parkinson's.
"Listening to music is neuroprotective," said Levitin, explaining that it builds resiliency and protects the brain by wiring new neural pathways. "It's a myth that you don't grow new neurons, and throughout the lifespan, you're growing new pathways."
Levitin added that while listening to music from the past can bring back memories and provide comfort, there is also a benefit to listening to new music and challenging yourself. He also encourages people to play music.
"You can start playing an instrument at any age, and you don't need to be Herbie Hancock," Levitin said. He recalled giving his grandmother a keyboard for her 80th birthday and watching her practice almost every day until she died at 97. Levitin said for him, playing music brings an immersive joy.
"If I'm lucky, I disappear, and the music plays me," he said.
But he emphasized that just being around music -- whether that's listening or playing it -- shows benefits. And it's something pretty much everyone has access to.
"That's the lovely thing," Margulis said, on how accessible music is to everyone.
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Is she 'terrible' for not wanting to be close to mother-in-law?
Mother-in-law shares constant disappointment, but letter writer would rather put her scarce time into other relationships.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-11-13
Dear Carolyn: I'm the distant daughter-in-law in the oft-described scenario of not having a warm relationship with my mother-in-law. I am cordial to her, I try to minimize our asks of her, and I try to prioritize the time my in-laws get with our young child. I also encourage my husband to spend time with his parents whenever he wants.
What I don't do is prioritize the time my in-laws get with me -- I am busy, work full time, and have a family and friends, and because of that my mother-in-law is constantly disappointed in me -- that I don't make enough time for her, that I don't communicate and text and call her, etc.
The thing is, I don't want to do that -- I would have to spend less time elsewhere, and the one thing I don't have is time.
What do I do? Am I a terrible person? I can't stand the muttered remarks about never seeing me, or how she wishes for X, Y and Z, all related to things I should do that I am not doing.
And yet I recognize my mother-in-law is aging and a grandparent to our child. Do I just keep ignoring the remarks? They seem to be getting worse and more intense. And why are women expected to have relationships with their mothers-in-law? I have a mother, I love her, and I don't need another.
-- Hi, I'm the Problem DIL, It's Me
Hi, I'm the Problem DIL, It's Me: If wondering whether you're a terrible person hits me as disingenuous, then does that make me a terrible person?
Because responding to years of constant and ever more intensely muttered criticisms from your mother-in-law with cordial distance -- plus unlimited grandchild access! -- sounds so obviously decent and restrained that surely you must already know how not-terrible you are.
Maybe I've just seen too much estrangement, sabotage and semi-intentional poisoning.
It's also possible, though, that her relentless gaslighting has you doubting your vision.
Pointedly, you've left out what your husband thinks of all this -- whether he has called out her antics and supports your remaining at arm's length, or thinks you've been mean to Mommy.
So here's what I've got.
It's possible you were initially the "problem," in being cordial upon meeting her when she expected Instant Daughter. I type this with all my dexterity cells screaming against it because "problem" is wrong; we get to be ourselves when we meet new people, as long as we're civil. Being reserved is natural for about half of us, leaving many blanks about ourselves unfilled.
Unfortunately, some people can't help themselves and fill them in with their own prejudices -- and I'm guessing that happened here. Your mother-in-law, insulted that you weren't as expected, took you as cold, or remote, or rude. Then never looked back.
If I'm correct, then what could have been an accidental incompatibility became her actual fault. An emotionally healthy adult with a grasp of logic would have recognized her heavy incentives to zip it, be patient and give you chances to find your way to a relationship that suited you both. Cordial, respectful, warm, close, whatever. Life is long.
Expectations, meanwhile, are not invoices. You were -- are -- never required to fit anybody's description. So it was always her responsibility to handle her disappointment privately, releasing her unrealized visions vs. hounding you to change.
Translation: You're the daughter-in-law she got. Her job was to make the best of it.
No one ever, in the history of in-laws, expectations, disappointments, busy schedules, texting and grandkids, ever, has made anything better by constantly spite-muttering just within earshot of the person she's complaining about. Holy hell.
What do you do, besides laugh-scream your way home in the car?
First, seriously, join me in feeling for your mother-in-law. Whoever her emotional role models were, they equipped her for eternal torment. Yours, yes, but more so her own. You at least have quality bonds with other people. I doubt she does, with those skills. Brutal. Plus aging may further erode them.
Second, if you aren't square with your husband on this issue, then square it. In counseling, if needed. It speaks to your notions of family, so it matters.
Third, use any sympathy and harmony gains from the first two to lift you from your defensive trench. Yes, she's wrong and you're right. But back to my very first point: I think you already know this -- and it's not enough, is it?
The question then becomes how, and how much, you're willing to bend for your own peace of mind. What would extra compassion, for example, bring to your interactions? What would [number] extra texts per [time unit] accomplish, relative to their "cost"? What would frank conversation dislodge: "When you complain about me, it hurts. Imagine being the one to hear constant reminders of what a disappointment you are." Besides the text or two, none caves to her demands.
Hardening yourself to her makes sense. And you can stay impervious, no judgment; you're already giving more than you owe. But what would softening do? For you. That's what I'd be asking myself -- because hardness has a cost, too.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Does a 'like' count as a proper RSVP? 
Couple disagrees about what counts as a proper RSVP from husband's family.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-11-13
Dear Miss Manners: My husband and I are disagreeing on what a proper RSVP is. I sent out digital invitations for my son's birthday party and requested people RSVP to me. Many of his family members "liked" the digital invitation, but did not specifically respond as to whether or not they were attending.
I told my husband that no one from his family had responded, but he thinks the fact that they "liked" the invitation is their RSVP. I don't agree with this, especially since there are families being invited with children who do not have their own phones to "like" the invitation.
Even if this counts as their response, how do I know whether to expect one person or their entire five-person family?
When they first appeared, Miss Manners was assured that electronic invitations would be such an improvement over the old handwritten form, because everyone would respond quickly and it would save everyone all the time and tediousness of -- something. She had stopped listening by then.
Instead, the same people who had responded to handwritten invitations responded to electronic ones -- and the same people who failed to respond to one also failed to respond to the other. And the people who did respond could still be endlessly nagged, because somehow the computer didn't record their response, and everyone could be dunned for presents or photos or just cash.
So you can imagine her reaction at learning that there is now a way to respond that is unintelligible to the hostess.
Does this thing have a Very Much Dislike button?
Dear Miss Manners: I participate in an organization with quite a few members. Apparently, I resemble one of the leaders of the organization. I am frequently mistaken for this person, although I don't think we really look alike.
Usually, people apologize when they address me by the other person's name, but occasionally people seem put out, as if I were trying to trick them or act as an impersonator.
What is the polite way to tell people I am not the other person without raising their hackles? Sometimes I almost feel like they expect me to apologize!
Your final exclamation suggests that you doubt your own assessment that anyone could be so irrational as to blame you for their mistake.
But Miss Manners assures you it is actually a common -- which is not to say acceptable -- reaction in such situations.
The correct way to react to being mistaken for someone else will depend on the other person's behavior. It is an embarrassing situation for them, so if they make a genuine apology, help them out by accepting the apology quickly and changing the subject.
With anyone rude enough to display resentment, you may smile when you deny being the other person. This is not rude; you are merely declining to help them out of the hole they have dug -- and apparently wish to continue excavating.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Asking Eric: I'm worried my ex is lonely without me. Can we try to be friends?
These exes aren't quite friends yet, and the letter writer wonders if it's time to "try harder to build a friendship."

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-11-13
Dear Eric: My house has become a mess -- clutter everywhere -- after going through a season of depression. I'm now in counseling, on medication and finally starting to feel better, but the mess feels too overwhelming to tackle. I'm ashamed to ask anyone for help, and I really want to get my home back in shape on my own.
I'd love to be able to have people over again. Even though I do see my friends out, I still feel isolated, and I'd like to start dating, but right now I can't imagine inviting anyone into my home.
How can I start making progress and get my space (and confidence) back without feeling completely defeated?
-- Uncluttered House
House: Start with one corner, or one drawer, or even the corner of one drawer. It's easy for all of us to get overwhelmed when faced with the daunting task of undoing clutter that took months to accumulate in one go. And it can feel like failure to work all day on decluttering or cleaning and still feel like "the mess" is everywhere.
So, it will help to give yourself meaningful and manageable benchmarks as reminders that you are making progress, inside and out. And that progress isn't always shocking or linear or exactly how we picture it.
Perhaps your internal monologue says something like "I will clean this whole house today." And then, when you don't, it says, "See? I could have cleaned this whole house, but I am a failure." Makes it hard to want to break out the dustpan and the Swiffer.
Try an opposite mantra. "I will NOT clean this whole house today." Pick that drawer or that corner and tell yourself, "I will work on only this. I will get it to 'good enough.' And I will celebrate myself for that." And every time you feel like a failure, or feel overwhelmed, look at one of those decluttered corners or drawers and remind yourself, "I did that. And I can keep doing that when I'm ready."
This process may make it easier for you to ask for or hire help. As your acceptance and confidence grows, the desire to do it all on your own may lessen. Or you may find that you can make a big leap forward by hiring a hauler to come take away something big, or a professional de-clutterer's team to tackle a stubborn room.
Dear Eric: My ex and I are on good terms. I wouldn't say we're friends just yet. It's kinda new. We separated two years ago, and we got divorced about eight months ago. We keep in contact a little but it's not like a TV show where we're buddy buddy.
I'm sad about this because I like her a lot. We were together for 12 years, from our early 20s to our mid-30s. So, we learned a lot about life together. She's expressed an interest in being friends but, in our relationship, I was always the person who kept in contact with people, had people over, planned poker nights or the fantasy football league.
I can't help but think that maybe she's lonely and I should try harder to build a friendship with her. Mostly I just hate being in this weird un-friend space. Maybe that's just being divorced? Am I overthinking this?
-- Not Quite Friends
Friends: Better to be overthinking than to be overdoing in this case. You're looking for an action, something to do to get you out of the way you feel. And it sounds like that energy has landed on your ex. But your ex is not a project and, for now, you should leave her be.
Friendship after a relationship is very different from new friendship. With a new friendship, sometimes it's helpful to be a little vocal about a desire to build something meaningful. Sometimes you have to be intentional about establishing a pattern of hangouts. Sometimes you have to be the convener of the fantasy football league.
But after a relationship, it can be helpful to give yourselves the space and time to re-learn not only who you are but who you can be together.
You write that you fear your ex is lonely. Respectfully, and kindly, that's not something you should be responsible for. And is it possible that you're lonely? And you're used to filling your time (and your home) with activities, friends and events?
It might be helpful to call the "un-friend" space by a different name. This is going to sound harsh but bear with me. Right now, you're not friends. You're exes. That is a full and complex relationship on its own. It may not be like this forever. But it's enough for right now. Lean on your other friends and wish her well. From afar.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Food
Cooking chat: Why can't I get a classic baked potato right?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

WASHINGTON, DC- OCTOBER 09: Three ways to bake potatoes for a how-to in Voraciously on October 09, 2023 in Washington, DC (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-11-13
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Looking for more? Read on below:
	TK STORY
	TK STORY
	TK STORY

Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Food
These Thanksgiving recipes are modern takes on retro favorites
We combed through The Post's archives for Thanksgiving recipes that stood the test of time.

(Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


By Olga Massov | 2025-11-12
While we at Washington Post Food always want to share well-tested, delicious recipes with you, our readers, it's even more crucial come Thanksgiving. Thanks in part to its ability to transcend culture, language and religion, this November occasion might be the most popular U.S. holiday.
But herein lies the dilemma of food writers everywhere: How can we make Thanksgiving feel novel and engaging every year? As the saying goes, everything old is new again, and that is also true of recipes. While we love developing fresh ideas, our team shares a collective affection for dog-eared and splatter-marked recipes. So this year, we dove into The Post's archives -- as far back as the 1920s and all the way through the 1970s -- to find dishes that really stood out. We then tested and tasted our selections to further whittle down which were truly worth your time and effort. We found some dead-simple winners, including a no-cook cranberry relish and a stuffing with an unexpected ingredient.
Vintage recipes possess a certain nostalgic beauty, be they tried-and-true family favorites or a time capsule of a bygone era. With fewer gadgets and tools, they also skew less complicated and feature instructions that read downright spartan. "Toast bread and cut into small cubes," directs the stuffing recipe we adapted for this year's Thanksgiving lineup. The instructions assume the reader has enough kitchen experience to know at what temperature and for how long. (Never mind that you probably first want to cut the bread into cubes, then toast them.) "Brown sausage, stirring occasionally to break up meat," reads the following sentence.
As we worked on this year's menu, we updated cooking instructions to include more useful details and reflect what we now know thanks to food science and safety, ensuring all but guaranteed success in the kitchen.








Along the way, we found preparations that felt fussy, dated and heavy; dishes that raised our collective eyebrows (raisins seemingly in everything, including mashed potatoes); and sides such as Brussels sprouts and pearl onions boiled within an inch of their lives and blanketed with a thick sauce. But no dish had a more dated approach than the turkey. Many a recipe told the home cook to rinse it before cooking (please don't); guaranteed moist meat via basting (which actually slows down cooking and might dry the meat out); or instructed to cook the turkey to 180 to 185 degrees, a temperature that would render even the juiciest bird sawdust-dry. No wonder the centerpiece of the Norman Rockwell platonic ideal of the holiday table has a misbegotten reputation for being stringy and bland.
Our goal: Bring each recipe into the 21st century while leaving the spirit of the dish intact. We also tried to keep them simple, straightforward and, for the most part, budget-friendly. We hope you enjoy this trip back in time with our Thanksgiving menu, whether you choose to make one or all of the recipes below.




The original 1970 recipe relied on a glaze made with equal parts apple cider, honey and butter, which was too rich and sweet for our palates. Still, we loved the idea of infusing the holiday bird with autumnal cider flavor, even if it meant forgoing the delectable crispy skin. We jettisoned rinsing the turkey, instead thoroughly patting it dry and seasoning it with salt, pepper and ground sage. (If you have time and refrigerator space, dry-brine one to three days in advance for a turkey that's seasoned all the way through.) For the glaze, we reduced the cider by almost 90 percent to get a super-concentrated syrup.
Instead of roasting the turkey at 325 degrees, we blasted it at 500 degrees for 30 minutes to get nicely browned skin, then dropped the oven temperature to 350 degrees and covered the delicate white meat with foil. In lieu of basting every 30 minutes as the original recipe instructed, we glazed the bird just twice toward the end of roasting -- enough to add gentle sweetness without slowing the cooking. Finally, we removed the turkey from the oven when the probe thermometer registered 155 degrees, then let it rest on the counter until its internal temperature reached 165 degrees, the safe temperature for poultry. The result: after less than 3 hours of roasting, a moist, juicy, flavorful bird that got raves from everyone on our team. Get the recipe.




We're well aware that raisins are, ahem, polarizing, so we expect many of you might have strong feelings about this stuffing. But we were so intrigued by a 1964 recipe that we had to try it for ourselves. And while we encountered (and rejected) many raisin-forward recipes in The Post archives -- it appears they were quite en vogue circa mid-20th century -- this one proved great after a few rounds of testing. We upgraded the presliced raisin bread to a crusty sourdough, which vastly improved the texture of the finished dish. This also allowed us to control the quantities of raisins and cinnamon so the result wasn't cloying or overwhelmed by the potent spice. While the original recipe was stuffed inside the turkey, we baked it separately and added broth and eggs for moisture and binding power. If you are 100 percent raisin-averse, feel free to sub in another dried fruit, such as cherries, cranberries or chopped apricots. Get the recipe.




We were equally enchanted by a 1975 recipe for buttermilk mashed potatoes and a 1967 Post recipe from Julia Child for Pommes de Terre Duchesse, the latter an old-school French dish of riced boiled potatoes, mixed with egg yolks and butter, and blanketed with cheese -- so we combined the recipes.
We loved the tang of the buttermilk, increasing it for a bit more brightness -- a welcome element in a meal that can skew heavier. And we found the use of white pepper to be a delightful surprise. Child's duchesse preparation was a little too eggy for our taste, so we decided to present the buttermilk mashed potatoes duchesse-style, with a decorative piped edge and a shower of cheese to melt and brown in the oven. These might be our most irresistible mashed potatoes yet. Get the recipe.




Perhaps third to only turkey and stuffing, sweet potatoes -- especially with marshmallows -- are another mainstay of the Thanksgiving table. Don't let the recipe name fool you. While these glistening jewel-toned chunks of sweet potato sound like dessert, a dark caramel sauce infuses the whole thing with a subtle, pleasantly bitter note for a dish that tastes familiar but far more nuanced and complex than you might imagine. A squeeze of lemon juice added to the caramel injects a sunny note to balance out the sweetness. Get the recipe.




Because many dishes require using the stove or oven (or both at the same time), we welcome any no-cook dish that comes together in minutes and can be made in advance, to boot. Enter this fresh-tasting cranberry relish bolstered by chopped apple and a whole orange, including some of the rind, all of which add texture, flavor and visual appeal to the tart berries. Originally titled "Mrs. Purefoy's Raw Cranberry Sauce," this 1951 recipe won our hearts -- and palates. While we don't know who Mrs. Purefoy was, we're grateful to her for this lively contribution that might just become your go-to cranberry sauce, too. Get the recipe.





Roast Turkey With Apple Cider Glaze; Buttermilk Mashed Potatoes "Duchesse"; and Fresh Cranberry, Apple and Orange Relish. 


Editing by Becky Krystal and Matt Brooks. Photo editing by Jennifer Beeson Gregory. Art direction and design by Marissa Vonesh. Design editing by Christine Ashack. Copy editing by Rachael Bolek and Emily Morman. Photos by Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post. Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky.
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Arts & Entertainment
The 33 best things to do in the D.C. area this weekend and next week
Holiday markets, holiday light shows and holiday pop-up bars are returning, but don't miss "Wicked"-themed parties or fun runs for charity. 

(Strathmore)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2025-11-13
There's no denying that it's looking a lot like the holidays this weekend. The Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority is switching on the electricity at two of its biggest annual attractions: the Bull Run Festival of Lights and Ice and Lights at Cameron Run. (They join the festive Winter Walk of Lights at Meadowlark Botanical Gardens, which made its debut Nov. 7.) The D.C. Holiday Market, which launched in Dupont Circle last year, is returning to a traffic-free block of New Hampshire Avenue on Saturday, where it will stay until a few days before Christmas. Elsewhere, there's a market and holiday celebration at the Parks at Walter Reed, which features music as well as more than 30 vendors, and the Museums & Makers Holiday Market at Strathmore, which has  small museums like Hillwood and Brookside Gardens selling items from their shops alongside local artisans.
Too much holiday spirit? Barrel House is devoting a week of events to "Wicked,"  including a cabaret and trivia; the annual Side Yards carnival brings magicians, contortionists and lucha libre wrestlers back to Yards Park; a clothing swap at Right Proper Brewing lets you refresh your wardrobe for cuffing season and -- oh yes -- there's a Cuffing Season singles party in Arlington with tips about dating off the apps and in real life. Fun runs ranging from .5K to 2K allow for a bit of exercise while raising money for good causes.
Museums & Makers Holiday Market at the Mansion at Strathmore
It's not too early to get a jump on finding gifts for the holiday season, especially if you want to skip big-box stores for something unique that supports local nonprofit museums and arts organizations. Comb through items from multiple museum gift shops at the Museums & Makers Holiday Market, put on by Maryland's performing arts center Strathmore. The Phillips Collection, Hillwood Museum, Brookside Gardens, Woodend Nature Shop, President Lincoln's Cottage, the George Washington University Museum and Textile Museum, and, of course, the Shop at Strathmore will all be under one roof during the three-day shopping event, joined by local artists and makers selling their wares, too. Through Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. Free; $10 suggested donation. RSVP online.
Wicked Week at Barrel House
It's just over a week until the release of "Wicked: For Good," and the 14th Street cafe and bar has an event lineup to get you in the mood for another dose of the musical. Things kick off Thursday with a dance party featuring Broadway hits (10 p.m. to 1 a.m.) and resumes Saturday night with Club Oz, a late-night party with acrobats, go-go dancers and remixes of songs from the show. Costumes are encouraged (10:30 p.m. to 2 a.m.). A "Wicked"-themed brunch cabaret is sold out, but Tuesday brings a final chance to prove yourself worthy of the wizard: a themed trivia night on Broadway, "Wicked" and pop culture. Prizes will be awarded to top teams (7 to 9 p.m.). Through Tuesday. Free.
Cuffing Season at Continental Pool Lounge
Cuffing season -- the urge to find a romantic partner during the colder months of fall and winter -- is an actual thing, and Psychology Today recently suggested there are  scientific explanations for this urge. At Rosslyn BID's Cuffing Season kickoff at Continental Pool Lounge, attendees get general tips and individual advice about meeting offline from the matchmakers of local dating service the Court. Plus, people can find insights during a tarot reading from self-proclaimed witch Skye Miranda. Tickets include a welcome drink. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. $12.51; $15 at the door.
'Yes Chef: Stories About Food, Family and Drama' at Penn Social
Two weeks ahead of the ultimate "food, family and drama" holiday, Story District brings a timely event that asks speakers to share their experiences from around the table. Laugh, cringe or ponder the ways food brings us together -- maybe over a drink or snack from the bar. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. $35.
Harvest Party at Primrose
The wine-focused Brookland bistro celebrates the fruits of fall at this annual gathering. Sip the latest offerings from the Old Westminster  and Lightwell Survey wineries, and hear from winemakers, while snacking on delicacies from the Lancaster Farm Fresh Co-Op, Darden Country Ham, Rappahannock Oyster Company and Roseda Beef. 6 to 9 p.m. $100.
Alison Roman at Sixth & I
One of the biggest names in the food scene is out on a book tour with a stop at Sixth & I in November. Best-selling cookbook author, social media star and grocer Alison Roman graces the historic synagogue to discuss her life and newest cookbook, "Something From Nothing," consisting of recipes based on handy pantry staples. All in-person tickets have been sold. 7 p.m. $19 for virtual admission; $54 for virtual admission and a signed book.
Romanian Film Festival at AMC Georgetown 14
The sixth edition of the Romanian Film Festival, sponsored by the Embassy of Romania and the Romanian Cultural Institute, brings a half-dozen films to the Georgetown theater over three days. Highlights include "Nasty -- More Than Just Tennis," about the flamboyant and controversial 1970s tennis star Ilie Nastase, and the drama "Comatogen," which is followed by a Q&A with star Daniela Nane. Through Sunday. All films free.
Shochu on the Rocks at Angelika Pop-Up at Union Market
The fourth annual Shochu Day, hosted by distributors D.C. Sake co, presents, for the first time, a film screening. The documentary "The Spirit of Japan" follows a Japanese family in Kagoshima who have made the clear liquor for five generations -- since the 1850s. Stick around after the screening for a Q&A with the director, Joseph Overbey, and tastings of Honkaku shochu curated by the team from the Japan Distilled Podcast. 6:30 p.m. $45.
Side Yards at Yards Park
Sword swallowers, magicians, jugglers and acrobats amaze and delight children of all ages at the 10th annual Side Yards carnival, held along the river in Yards Park. After a splashy debut last year, organizers are bringing back a ring for performances by masked lucha libre wrestlers. Kids can have their faces painted and get glitter tattoos, while a DJ keeps the vibes high. 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Free.
Wale at the Anthem
Wale will celebrate the release of his first album for Def Jam, "Everything Is a Lot," in style, calling on artists who have helped shape his music: his early collaborators in go-go band TOB and R & B singer Jeremih, who provides the hooks on two of Wale's most-loved tracks. Now on the other side of 40, D.C.'s finest knows how hard it is to fill hip-hop's attention deficit. "It's become increasingly harder in this day and age, where fans are rewiring themselves to only like what the algorithm tells them to like," he told Billboard. "It's an uphill battle, so it's a blessing to be in the conversation still." 8 p.m. $61.25.
Give a Can, Get a Can at Astro Beer Hall
We've all heard that "a good deed is its own reward," and while that may be true, we admit that rewards are fun, too. Like this one: During Friday happy hour, the Astro Beer Hall locations in D.C. and Shirlington are collecting nonperishable canned goods for local food banks. Donate a can of food, and you'll receive a free canned beer. 4 to 7 p.m. Free.
Bull Run Festival of Lights at Bull Run Regional Park
The Bull Run Festival of Lights lets you enjoy a 21/2-mile trail of animated light displays from the comfort (and warmth) of your car, before ending up at the Holiday Village, which includes a petting zoo with camel rides; a carnival with a Ferris wheel, rides and games; and bonfires for roasting s'mores. Through Jan. 4. $30 per vehicle in advance; $40 at the gate.
Thanksgiving cookie decorating at the Roost
Cookie decorating isn't only for December holidays. Join chef Hannah Surratt at the Roost's Southeast playspace Mulberry Lane to decorate some Thanksgiving-themed snacks, followed by arts and crafts and playtime. Tickets include admission for a child and one grown-up. 6 to 7 p.m. $25.
Holiday Market and Celebration at the Parks at Walter Reed
The Parks at Walter Reed's Holiday Market and Celebration is not just about browsing. More than 30 vendors set up on the development's spacious main plaza with housewares, jewelry, greeting cards, clothing and beauty products, and entertainment includes holiday songs by the Gracie Jessup Trio and Urban Nation Youth Choir, along with food trucks and a pop-up bookstore. When you're finished, grab an early chance to check out the Juneberry Garage bar and restaurant's indoor space, which reopened Thursday. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
DC Holiday Market in Dupont Circle
Back for a second year in Dupont Circle, the DC Holiday Market is a five-week-long outdoor market created by the former organizers of the Downtown Holiday Market. The location has moved one block east and is now situated on a wider, pedestrianized New Hampshire Avenue NW directly above the circle. Some of the artists and crafters at the 35 booths will rotate out at the end of November, making this worth multiple visits. Saturday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., then open daily through Dec. 23, except Thanksgiving Day and Dec. 1. Free.
Ice and Lights at Cameron Run Regional Park
Ice and Lights at Alexandria's Cameron Run Regional Park is usually a knockout date idea or family activity, as it combines the Winter Village, which offers large seasonal displays like a 100-foot tunnel of lights; fires for making s'mores; plus, for an extra fee, skating at an ice rink. However, there's no skating until Nov. 28, so this weekend, you'll have to get your exercise walking around and taking pictures of lights. Winter Village open Saturday and Sunday at 5 p.m., then Nov. 22-23. Winter Village and ice skating open daily from Nov. 28-Dec. 30. $10.30 Winter Village admission; $22.80 Winter Village and ice skating.
'Snowglow' at the Dome at Hi-Lawn
If you've ever wanted to hang out inside a swirling snow globe, Hi-Lawn is the place to go to make your dreams come true. The bar perched on the rooftop of Union Market is once again erecting a 50- foot spherical dome tent and decking it out for the holidays with a "Snowglow" theme. Australian digital artist Laura Alice created a custom animation that can be projected all around the interior walls of the globe, creating cozy scenes of firelight, floating candles, starry winter skies and an illuminated Christmas tree. The 90- minute visual show in the heated dome also includes an augmented reality experience. The dome will be very hygge, thanks to twinkling lights, tartan textiles and ornaments. More holiday cheer comes in the form of classic drinks like spiced eggnog, torched marshmallow-topped cherry hot chocolate and applejack toddies, along with throwback snacks like cheese fondue and sweet rum balls. If you don't snag a ticket to the Dome pop-up, you can order from the same menu at Hi-Lawn's adjacent Snowglow lounge, which is free to enter. Through Jan. $29 per person, with food and drink sold a la carte.
Harvest Jam Festival at Bridge District
One of the year's final fall festivals belongs to Bridge District, the new neighborhood in Ward 8 at the foot of the Frederick Douglass Memorial Bridge. A makers market sells tchotchkes from local artisans, including candles, skin care and jewelry; artists from across the DMV deliver spoken word and acoustic sets; and a pumpkin patch includes a hay bale maze and kits craft zone. Grab bites from on-site food trucks Don Churro and Phowheels, or snag a craft brew from the recently opened Atlas Brew Works' Bridge District location. 1 to 4 p.m. Free.
Clothing Swap at Right Proper Brewing
Bring up to 10 pre-loved items to the Northwest brewery and trade them for a new-to-you collection at this event  hosted by Swap Season. A DJ enlivens the scene, where you can grab a brew while you shop. Note that the item limit is strictly enforced, and that paying via cash or Venmo at the door avoids Eventbrite fees. Noon to 3 p.m. $10.
40 years of Universal Madness at Martin Luther King Jr. Public Library
If Chuck Brown and Rare Essence provided the soundtrack for D.C.'s go-go scene in the '80s and '90s, then streetwear entrepreneurs like Universal Madness set the look.  The company sold the flyest designs out of its  trunks at go-go shows, got musicians to wear  its gear to build hype, and expanded into storefronts and malls. As part of its Go-Go Preservation Week, the D.C. Public Library celebrates the 40th anniversary of Universal Madness with a talk by founders Ed Van, Ty Johnson and Larry Bowden, delving into the history of D.C. fashion. (Yes, there will also be a pop-up shop with limited-edition merchandise.) After the talk, the Soul Searchers and Push Play bands perform. Audience members are invited to bring personal photos from go-go shows, whether that's musicians onstage or regular folks posing for the camera, to be added to the library's Go-Go Archive. 1 to 4:30 p.m. Free.
Bold Fork Books turns 5
Mount Pleasant's favorite specialty bookstore turns five this Saturday, and it's celebrating with coffee, ice cream, pastry and wine vendors on-site. The bake sale benefits the American Library Association. Shop for cookbooks, kitchenware and food-related novels for 15 percent off. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Free.
Artists Against Apartheid Fest at Transmission
The newly opened venue in the former Rock and Roll Hotel's H Street location is hosting a two-day festival with panels, workshops and a makers market. Vendors take over the second floor for the weekend selling jewelry, art, zines and more. Saturday brings a stencil-making workshop and an artists' panel on cultural spaces as sites of resistance. On Sundays, there's a wheatpasting demo and dispatch using political posters and images, and poetry hour. Bring your own clothes for a linocut block-printing workshop offered both days. Stick around after hours for DJ sets. Proceeds support mutual aid efforts for Palestinians. Through Sunday. $28 for one day; $44 for two-day pass.
'The Life and Music of George Michael' at the National Theatre
For one night only, the "Wake Me Up Before You Go-Go" singer gets the Broadway treatment in D.C. with a concert-style tribute show at the National. Audience members are invited to dance and sing along to George Michael's greatest hits from his solo career, like "Faith" and "Father Figure," as well as favorites from his time with the pop band Wham. 7:30 p.m. $110-$328.
'American Railroad' at the Music Center at Strathmore
Silkroad, the touring ensemble founded by Yo-Yo Ma and now under the leadership of artistic director Rhiannon Giddens, is known for blending musical styles from across the world. For its "American Railroad" program headed to Strathmore this weekend, the group creates a soundtrack honoring those who built the nation's tracks, including music from Indigenous peoples and African Americans as well as Chinese, Irish, Japanese and other immigrant communities. This eight piece group includes instruments like guitar, accordion and Japanese flutes, with a headlining turn by Wu Man, one of the world's best players of the pipa, a Chinese string instrument akin to a lute. 7 p.m. $28-$88.
Daybreaker at Flash
You could roll out of bed late and head straight to bottomless brunch on Sunday morning. Or you could head to Daybreaker at Flash for some yoga or breathwork alongside free coffee and matcha shots. Once your head's clear, hit the dance floor while a DJ spins and  performers drop in. Seems like a much better way to fight the Sunday scaries. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. $39.
Del Ray .5K at Del Ray Pizzeria
The first .5K hosted by Del Ray Pizzeria is more of a fundraiser than a race. This year, the beneficiary of proceeds from every entry ticket, race entry and raffle ticket is the Mother of Light Center, whose mission is to feed 450 families on Thanksgiving Day. The extremely serious run takes place in the pizzeria's parking lot. Runners and viewers can  grab food and drinks at a discount, listen to live music, play "lawn" games or participate in a raffle for prizes. 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. $7 for general admission; $13 for race entry. 
DC Brau Beer2K at DC Brau
Here's another fun run we can get behind: The annual Beer2K requires competitors to run a 2K "race" around the DC Brau brewery parking lot while consuming beers. Five beers. There are divisions for solo runners and teams of two or four, with all entry fees benefiting the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. Don't think you have a 2K in you? Come out and sip beers (including DC Brau's nonalcoholic pale ale),  cheer on the participants and laugh at the team costumes. Registration at 11 a.m.; Heats begin at noon. $25 per participant; donation of $5 to $20 suggested for spectators.
Sippin' Santa at Hank's Oyster Bar
One of the most festive holiday bars around is heading to Dupont Circle for the first time. Sippin' Santa, a national chain of pop-ups serving seasonal tiki cocktails, is cruising into Hank's Oyster Bar after previous stints at Archipelago and Black Whiskey. Expect drinks like the Sugar Plum Mai Tai, Hot Buttered Grog and  Coco Ho Ho Ho served in extremely Instagrammable glasses. Hank's promises tacky, beach-inspired holiday decor as well as an outdoor snow globe to drink in. Reservations are strongly recommended, and limited to 90 minutes per group.  This is only offered at Hank's in Dupont Circle, and not in Alexandria or at the Wharf. Through Dec. 31. $10 cover charge; includes a "secret Santa gift" and a donation to Food and Friends.
Half-Price Happy Hour at Upstate FTW
If you've been meaning to try the new Buffalo-inspired menu at Upstate FTW, the pop-up at U Street's Sport and Social, here's the nudge you need: The bar just introduced a daily, half-price happy hour with 50 percent off domestic beers, canned cocktails, crushes, house cocktails and wines by the glass. Upstate's French bread pizza is also included, making it $6. 4 to 7 p.m. Free admission.
Digable Planets at Lincoln Theatre
Dig deep in hip-hop history to when rap faced a crossroads and you'll find Digable Planets, one of the key groups that sought to bring the then-young sounds of rap back to its jazz world heritage. The trio has reunited to celebrate the 30th anniversary of its best album, "Blowout Comb." 8 p.m. $56.35.
Astronomy on Tap at DC9
Astronomy on Tap -- the educational and entertaining bar night that features space scientists delivering short, snappy presentations about black holes, deep-space research missions, and the latest discoveries from the James Webb Space Telescope -- has been hosting sporadic events in 2025. The most recent event was in July, butthe series returns to DC9 this Tuesday, and even though organizers haven't posted a list of subjects yet, it's worth turning up for trivia contests, bingo and giveaways. It's free, and you might  learn something before the night is done. 7:30 p.m. Free.
NMWA Nights: 'Women Artists from Antwerp to Amsterdam, 1600-1750'
The National Museum of Women in the Arts opens its doors after hours for visitors to view "Women Artists From Antwerp to Amsterdam, 1600-1750," an exhibit centering boundary-pushing women artists in the 17th and 18th centuries. Holley Simmons, the founder and owner of the D.C.-based flower shop She Loves Me, leads a talk on floral imagery and the art of flower arranging. Try your hand at still life drawing of bouquets with the exhibit as inspiration, reflex a tulip to take home, and listen to a "smooth international" DJ set. Two drink tickets are included with admission. 5:30 to 8 p.m. $25; $22 for students, seniors and D.C. residents. 
Thanksgiving Dinner for Families in Need at Puerto Rico Cafe
The Thanksgiving dinner hosted by the Puerto Rican Alliance of Northern Virginia Inc. and Manassas's Puerto Rico Cafe is an annual tradition, and volunteers are needed to accomplish this year's goal of putting together more than 1,100 meals. Sign up for a volunteer time slot throughout the day to work on projects like packaging food, serving, delivering and cleaning up. The event is in collaboration with Manassas City Public Schools and Prince William County Public Schools, and food and drink donations are also in demand. 9:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., with shifts at various times. Free; register online.
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Movies
What scared Kathryn Bigelow into making 'A House of Dynamite'
Director Kathryn Bigelow, joined by screenwriter Noah Oppenheim, on how they made their film, Pentagon pushback and the possible resumption of nuclear testing.

Bigelow and Oppenheim discussed "A House of Dynamite" for an episode of "Post Reports." (Joshua Carroll/The Washington Post)


By Elahe Izadi | 2025-11-13

Director Kathryn Bigelow joined Post Reports to discuss why she made "A House of Dynamite," about a nuclear missile launch, at this moment.


What would happen if a country -- or some unknown party -- launched a nuclear missile toward the United States?
Well, for starters, the decision-makers would have less than 20 minutes to decide. At best.
That's the terrifying prospect portrayed in "A House of Dynamite," the latest film from director Kathryn Bigelow, now streaming on Netflix. It follows in the tradition of her previous work that grapples with power and the way governments wield it, and takes audiences inside moments and places few of us ever get to see for ourselves. Her 2008 film "The Hurt Locker" follows a U.S. Army team that neutralizes explosive devices during the Iraq War and earned the best picture Oscar. Bigelow won for best director, making her the first woman to win in that category.
With "A House of Dynamite," she sought to create a similarly realistic viewing experience. This isn't her first film about the subject matter; 2002's "K-19: The Widowmaker" was based on the Soviet Union's first nuclear ballistic missile submarine. But "A House of Dynamite" is more hypothetical. Noah Oppenheim, a screenwriter and former NBC News president, wrote the screenplay, which depicts the U.S. government being stress-tested in the most high-stakes way possible.
Since the film's release last month, the U.S. and Russia have signaled a desire and openness to restart nuclear testing for the first time in decades -- a previously unthinkable development. I asked Bigelow and Oppheneim about that, the Pentagon's pushback to their film and more during a recording of The Washington Post's "Post Reports" podcast, which you can listen to here or watch here. We spoke as the federal government shutdown had just surpassed the record for the longest ever. Below are excerpts from that conversation.
Where did the idea for this film come from for you?
Kathryn Bigelow: It was just a kind of, what would happen if a nuclear ICBM [intercontinental ballistic missile] was headed toward North America, and then what would happen in the halls of power, what happens in the command and control protocol? And I was curious about what would go on, and how. Where's the chain of command, how does it go up to the president? And a friend of mine, a colleague of mine said, "Well, there's a screenwriter you should talk to who's basically a subject-matter expert. His name is Noah Oppenheim."
So, why was that a topic on your mind to begin with? Because I don't think that's something that most of us sit around and think about.

Bigelow accepts her Oscar for best director for "The Hurt Locker" at the 82nd Academy Awards in 2010. (Gabriel Bouys/AFP/Getty Images)


Bigelow: I've always been fascinated with national security, and the whole sort of nuclear catastrophic potential was always sort of top of mind. And also I come from the era of duck and cover. When I was very little, we had to hide under the desk in the event of an atomic bomb blast. So I've always thought about it, and then recently having done these pieces in national security -- "The Hurt Locker," "Zero Dark Thirty" -- I naturally gravitated to this subject.
Noah, when you were presented with this notion of working with this acclaimed director on this topic and this story that she was really interested in, what was your entry point into it? Was this something that was also on your mind? And when Kathryn says you were a subject-matter expert, what is she speaking to there?
Noah Oppenheim: I would have pretended to be a subject-matter expert on almost anything for the opportunity to work with her, as you point out. It's sort of the kind of phone call and introduction you dream about if you're a screenwriter. It's an issue I shared a passion for; I'd covered it as a journalist. I had been running NBC News when North Korea was sort of revealed to be a nuclear power. And I'd also long been passionate about the genre of films about nuclear war, whether it's "Dr. Strangelove" or "Fail Safe" or even more kind of commercial pop fare like "War Games." I just had always been deeply interested in the subject.
One thing, Kathryn, you alluded to is this sense of almost normalization. You mentioned you grew up in the era of duck and cover, where this threat was very front and present. But it seems like now we're in an era, or at least in the past few years we've been in an era, where this is just the hum in the background that no one is paying attention to.
Bigelow: If it's even a hum. I mean, it really has been normalized. It's sort of the elephant in the room, and nobody talks about it anymore. And I thought, well, this might be interesting to kind of begin to dig beneath the surface of it. And, and lo and behold, you know ...
There was a lot of material there.
Bigelow: And it's terrifying. To have 12,000 nuclear warheads, if the count is accurate, nine nuclear countries, only three are members of NATO. I mean, that's a calculus that I think is kind of heart-stopping.
Why do you think that normalization has happened? Is part of it that to grapple with that reality every day is almost too much to bear?
Bigelow: I think that's a very good point. I think it could be. It's unfathomable to me that we're not in a process of denuclearizing the world. And obviously it has to be a global embrace of that concept and effort, but it just doesn't seem to be.
Oppenheim: I think there was a perception with the end of the Cold War that somehow the threat had diminished. And in reality, we all know now that the world has only grown more complicated, volatile and risky. And now we've seen in a weird way in the last couple of weeks even, it's sort of being pushed back front and center.
You've spoken in other interviews about this inflection point between film and journalism ... and it strikes me that "A House of Dynamite" is, in some ways, a much more theoretical and speculative film than your other films. How do you view this film within your body of work when you are thinking about, "I am depicting reality for audiences"?
Bigelow: I think that's a good question. I think, yes, it's hypothetical. I mean, it hasn't happened yet. But nonetheless, its degree of accuracy and authenticity and credibility is extremely heightened, and I would say on a par with those other movies.
Oppenheim: I think both Kathryn and I share a journalistic approach to filmmaking in the sense that when we were building this story, we began by first speaking to people who'd had these jobs, been in these rooms, people who had served at the highest levels, the White House, the Pentagon, the CIA. And we just would ask them questions as if you were reporting out a news story. How would this unfold if a missile were headed our way? What steps would these various institutions within our government take? And then we'd get to the end of the conversation and like a reporter, you'd say, "Well, who else should we talk to? Who else could shed some more light on this?"
And so we built it from the ground up through a series of facts gathered from experts and people who'd held these jobs. And the other thing that I would say is sort of journalistic about the approach is Kathryn's commitment these last couple decades to confront with her films real-world issues. And with this, it's an issue that is front and center in the headlines, as we see. And she's using her extraordinary storytelling powers to shed light on that and drive a conversation around it.
Bigelow: Well, I think film can be actually both entertaining and informational. So there is an inflection point in the two.
Noah, just to speak about the structure of the film: We're sitting with characters who intersect with one another throughout, but we're sitting with the same 20, 30 minutes played out from different perspectives. Was that format always baked in for you, and why was that formatting compelling to you?
Oppenheim: From the very beginning, Kathryn and I both felt it was important to tell the story in real time. And by the story, I mean the 18 minutes it would take from the launch of a missile in the Pacific theater somewhere to impact in the continental United States. Because when we began our research process, one of the things that we found most terrifying was how quickly this would unfold. That it would be less than 30 minutes from that side of the world. If a Russian sub were to ever launch off our Atlantic coast, it could be 10 to 12 minutes. So you're talking about such a tight period of time for our government's decision-makers to respond. And we wanted to convey that to the audience, not abstractly, but in a very visceral way. So they understand when those 18 minutes are over, how quick that just was. And then obviously, 18 minutes is not the length of a feature film. So we wanted to provide multiple perspectives and hopefully increase the audience's understanding with each retelling. You start on the ground floor with the first responders, if you will, the young soldiers at Fort Greely who operate our missile defense system, the watch officers in the White House. These people are the first to react, respond, convene the figures and authorities. They have no power over what's going to then unfold. The next telling is the commander of Stratcom [U.S. Strategic Command], the deputy national security adviser. These folks have a little bit more influence and they're invited to give advice. And then the last telling is in some ways, the most important telling, which is the president of the United States, who in our country is a nuclear monarch and has sole authority to make this decision.
Can you speak a little bit more about how you both ensured the accuracy of this film? Because really, what you're doing is, you are taking viewers into rooms that none of us really get to go in, except for a handful of people.
Bigelow: Well, we were able to see these environments, speak to the people that work there, actually encourage some of those people to become our tech advisers and work with us on the set every single day we were shooting.
Who are some examples?
Bigelow: Like [retired generals] Dan Karbler, Doug Lute and there were other people as well. So they were there on the set every single day or with me at the monitor, too. So it was a very carefully monitored shoot for accuracy. We were invited to the battle deck at Stratcom, to the White House Situation Room, we were able to spend a little bit of time in there. And so my production designer and I would go in and just replicate it to within an inch of its life.
So you were able to visit these places?
Bigelow: Oh, yes.
Was that during the previous administration?
Bigelow: Yes, during the Biden administration.

Rebecca Ferguson in "A House of Dynamite." (Eros Hoagland/Netflix)


Since the release of this film there have been news stories about the accuracy or about the pushback to it. Bloomberg News reported that the Pentagon's Missile Defense Agency had released an internal memo which told recipients to prepare to "address false assumptions, provide correct facts and a better understanding" about the weapons depicted in the movie. How do you respond to that? [A Pentagon spokesperson told The Post in a statement they were "not consulted in the production of this film, and it does not reflect the views or priorities of this administration."]
Oppenheim: It's not really a debate between us as filmmakers and the Pentagon. It's a debate between the Pentagon and the wider community of experts. The specific thing that they're pushing back on is the efficacy of our missile defense system. And we spoke to a ton of people who work in that field, who study that. And frankly, the testing statistics are publicly available and it is unfortunately the case that those tests have demonstrated a roughly 60 percent accuracy.
I think you all gave them a better accuracy, right?
Oppenheim: Some people told us it was more like 55 or lower. And of course, those are carefully scripted tests where they know exactly when the missile's going to come, where, and they can control the conditions. Now, that being said, this is not for lack of trying. The people who work in missile defense, including some of our consultants, are really good at their jobs, working really hard to solve this problem. But, you know, one of the questions that we wanted to open a debate around, and which the Pentagon has now engaged in, is: Is it possible to build an impenetrable shield? Is that really the way to keep us safe, or are there other levers we should be pulling like nonproliferation and denuclearizing?
Bigelow: Reducing the nuclear stockpile.

Kathryn Bigelow's latest film, "A House of Dynamite," takes on the question of would happen if the U.S. were targeted by a nuclear missile.


In some ways, this film felt like one about the U.S. government being stress-tested in the most high-stakes way possible, and it's also coming out at a time when our government institutions are being stress-tested in previously unthinkable ways. We're talking while the government is still shut down, and the federal workers overseeing the U.S. nuclear stockpile are on furlough. Obviously, neither of you knew that would be happening when your film came out, but given the current moment that we're in, how are you processing this film in a different way now than you were when you were thinking about it and making it?
Bigelow: I don't think necessarily different. When we talked about it, from the very beginning, we talked about it as a warning. This is something that could be very important to know about. And again, trying to move the needle toward reducing the nuclear stockpile. And so I don't think that agenda has shifted at all. If not, it's perhaps become more important.
Oppenheim: One of the things I think we hope the movie does is show the extraordinary work that these public servants do. The folks who work in the White House Situation Room, at Stratcom, at FEMA [Federal Emergency Management Agency], inside all these government agencies, they are doing their best every day, for the most part, to keep us all safe, and they're doing incredibly important work. And I think that we both wanted to honor that with their portrayal in the film. And obviously anything that kind of stresses them even further is something we should all take seriously.
Going back to where we began this conversation, about this hum in the background, the normalization -- what strikes me by what you described, Noah, and what we see in the film is that in some ways I'm watching the fictional president say, "I only got one briefing on this." And I'm thinking, oh, wait, is there also a normalization among the people who are responsible for these decisions?
Bigelow: I mean, it certainly looks that way, perhaps. It just doesn't feel like it's top of mind. I think it was. But there are whole generations that don't understand that there are nuclear weapons out there and nine nuclear countries and only three are members of NATO. And that's a very, very terrifying calculus, in my opinion.
Oppenheim: And that lack of preparation was something that came up in our research process. Very senior former government officials who Kathryn asked, "How often does the president rehearse for this?" And he said, "Pretty much never."
To bring it back to this moment: President Donald Trump recently announced that he was going to order nuclear testing to resume on equal footing with China and Russia. And then Russia came out and said they're going to begin looking at nuclear testing. How did you receive that news when you heard it?
Bigelow: Well, it's shocking, surprising.
In some ways it makes the film feel a little even more urgent, like this idea that we were living in a hum and normalization, but this is coming back up again.
Oppenheim: One of the dangers of normalization is that there used to be a taboo around speaking about the use of these weapons. Even the mere mention or consideration or contemplation of their use used to be off-limits, because it was deemed to be escalatory. I think both of us would like to see the world get back to a place where the use of these weapons would be so unthinkable that it's not even theorized about.
What is the next conversation, the next question that you hope people will have after engaging with this film?
Oppenheim: How do we make the world safer?
Bigelow: We live, it seems like, in a house of dynamite. And not just, how can we get the dynamite out of the walls, but it's a very combustible environment. Do we want to live in that space? A movie is basically a question posed to an audience. And the audience has the ability to make an answer. It's provocative, but it's hopefully thought-provoking.
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Movies
Starring Glen Powell, this 'Running Man' remake is built for speed
The latest adaptation of a dystopian Stephen King novel has the Wright stuff to be a bloody hoot.

Glen Powell stars in "The Running Man." (Ross Ferguson/Paramount Pictures)


By Chris Klimek | 2025-11-13
Turns out the revolution will be televised after all.
It's crazy that "Predator" and "The Running Man," the two 1987 action flicks starring athletes-turned-actors-turned-governors Arnold Schwarzenegger and Jesse Ventura, now have a sequel ("Predator: Badlands") and a remake, respectively, opening a week apart.
Actually, director Edgar Wright's new "The Running Man" isn't so much an update of 1987's second-best Schwarzenegger vehicle as it is a more faithful translation of the eponymous 1982 Stephen King novella (published under his pseudonym Richard Bachman) from which both adaptations were spun. King's book, set in the nightmare future of 2025, imagined a United States afflicted by gross wealth inequality, ecological ruin, lawless lawmen, deepfake videos, a shady new currency and a populace distracted from all of it by a diet of sadistic reality programming supplied via ubiquitous "Free-Vee."
Satire, right? The influence of a single quasi-governmental broadcast network, in place of the truth-atomizing prism of the internet, was the only part of King's prophecy that rings false.
That '87 adaptation had its charms but was a compromised product: Director Andrew Davis was replaced early in the shoot by TV journeyman Paul Michael Glaser, who Schwarzenegger later wrote "shot the movie like a TV show, losing the deeper themes." (Davis would go on to make "The Fugitive," another film about an innocent man on the lam.) But the lack of depth was a script problem, not a directorial one. Prolific '80s action scribe Steven E. de Souza kept King's rough premise of a televised manhunt as the bread-and-circuses of a fraying 21st-century America and chucked everything else.
The book's protagonist -- a laborer blacklisted for blowing the whistle about workplace radiation, whose wife turns to sex work to buy medicine for their gravely ill infant daughter -- became a family-free cop whose bosses frame him for murder after he refuses orders to fire on an unarmed crowd during a food riot. The multistate, month-long survival contest King envisioned was compressed into a single night's telecast. Most crucially, the author's grim denouement was replaced with an ersatz happy ending.

Colman Domingo as Bobby Thompson, host of a survival show where contestants are hunted. (Ross Ferguson/Paramount Pictures)



Michael Cera plays a revolutionary magazine publisher in "The Running Man." (Ross Ferguson/Paramount Pictures)


In our 2025, with a reality-star president taking a wrecking ball to the White House and talking about hosting UFC events on the South Lawn, King's Reagan-era jeremiad seems too matter-of-fact to register as irony. So it's nearly miraculous that Wright (who shares screenplay credit with Michael Bacall) has threaded the needle of giving his all-new, less-different "Running Man" teeth without making it too despairing to endure.
In fact, it's a bloody hoot. The Brit who brought us such violent delights as "Shaun of the Dead" and "Baby Driver" has just the right mixture of empathy and impishness to turn King's cautionary tale into a would-be blockbuster with integrity. If it isn't as timely, thrilling or funny as Paul Thomas Anderson's Gil Scott-Heron-quoting "One Battle After Another," it's cut from the same highly flammable cloth.
Wright has an appealing and spry leading man in Glen Powell, who channels the boiling rage of his accidental-insurgent character, Ben Richards, far more persuasively than Ah-nold did. Wright expands the roles of a pair of Richards's allies: Daniel Ezra plays a sort of YouTuber-for-good, while Wright has called up his "Scott Pilgrim" star Michael Cera as a revolutionary and zine publisher who's a little too eager to help Richards elude his pursuers. A "Home Alone"-style set piece wherein Cera ambushes a squad of masked, body-armored goons is where King's fatalistic sensibility gives way to Wright's more jocular one. That tension keeps the film crackling along unpredictably.
Wright did his earliest work of note in TV, with the delirious British geek sitcom "Spaced," but there was nothing prosaic about the way he shot it. That show was the laboratory where he began to refine the anarchic style that serves him so well here. All his hallmarks are present: the kinetic but legible editing, the well-chosen 20th-century needle drops, the expertly cast supporting roles.
In that last category, we have D.C. native and Duke Ellington School of the Arts alum Jayme Lawson, late of "Sinners," in a small but memorable part as Richards's spouse, Sheila Richards. Katy O'Brian, the breakout co-lead of last year's "Love Lies Bleeding," plays one of Richards's fellow runners, a cocksure queer woman determined to live it up before Lee Pace's squad of network-employed "hunters" burn her down. Josh Brolin is ever-sturdy as amoral network exec Dan Killian. And no one is having more fun than Colman Domingo as host Bobby Thompson, a heel in a bedazzled tux. Beneath his glib exterior, he knows that one of the condemned souls he puts on Free-Vee every night will become a folk hero, if not something more.
As Cera's character tells Richards: "This country's ready to blow. And you're the initiator."
Sounds like the title of something Schwarzenegger might've starred in circa 1987.
R. At area theaters. Contains gruesome violence, brief nudity, and many words you can say on cable TV but not, as yet, on Free-Vee. 133 minutes.
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Movies
'Now You See Me' sequel vanishes from memory before it's even over
The third film in a star-studded franchise about illusionists redistributing wealth is an empty cash grab.

From left, Justice Smith, Ariana Greenblatt, Dominic Sessa, Jesse Eisenberg, Isla Fisher and Dave Franco appear in "Now You See Me: Now You Don't." (Katalin Vermes/Lionsgate)


By Sonia Rao | 2025-11-13
The Now You See Me film franchise offers a flamboyant indictment of greed. Its main characters, a team of celebrated illusionists known to audiences as the Four Horsemen, put on elaborate productions that involve stealing money from unscrupulous sorts -- bankers, crypto bros, etc. -- and showering their adoring fans with the bills.
Which makes it kind of funny that by the third installment, "Now You See Me: Now You Don't," these movies are starting to feel like a cash grab. (The first two made more than $300 million each, well surpassing their respective budgets.) The Horsemen's high jinks, while entertaining in the moment, wind up being forgettable. Their character arcs, too, disappear from memory as soon as the credits roll, a most unfortunate vanishing act.
The latest film complicates an already convoluted narrative. It introduces a trio of young illusionists -- cocky front man Bosco Leroy (Dominic Sessa), eager lockpick June (Ariana Greenblatt) and behind-the-scenes mastermind Charlie (Justice Smith) -- who join the Horseman to stage a diamond heist targeting a major South African crime syndicate led by the elegantly icy Veronika Vanderberg (Rosamund Pike).
That means we have three more heroes to monitor beyond the people we already know: arrogant leader J. Daniel Atlas (Jesse Eisenberg), laid-back hypnotist Merritt McKinney (Woody Harrelson), unassuming card trickster Jack Wilder (Dave Franco) and nimble escape artist Henley Reeves (Isla Fisher), working together for the first time in a decade after personal differences drove them to break up. There are a couple of returning players whose appearances I won't spoil, though you can probably guess who they are (if you remember a movie from nine years ago, that is).
The ragtag crew is instructed to steal Veronika Vanderberg's fancy diamond by the Eye, a secret society of magicians led in the previous film by Thaddeus Bradley (Morgan Freeman, who briefly shows up in this one for old times' sake). Sure! The plot beyond that is tedious to describe and ultimately irrelevant, as Veronika Vanderberg -- a first-name, last-name type of person -- and her precious jewel serve as a thinly written excuse for our beloved Horsemen to kiss and make up after all that time spent apart.
To her credit, Pike delivers a delicious performance, playing a morally bankrupt diva not unlike her character in 2023's "Saltburn." She wears Veronika Vanderberg's South African accent like a showy piece of jewelry. The remainder of the screen time is divvied up seven ways, which doesn't allow much room for the others to shine -- though it is amusing to see Sessa, known for his breakout turn in 2023's "The Holdovers," step into the precocious know-it-all role that Eisenberg embodied so well earlier in his career.

Rosamund Pike as Veronika Vanderberg. (Katalin Vermes/Lionsgate)


With certain genres, it doesn't matter when the plot mechanics barely make any sense. The whole point is getting to see popular actors run around together; when they have fun, the audience does, too. But the thrill of stage magic in particular relies on the successful revelation of its intricate mapping. Director Ruben Fleischer ("Zombieland"), who is new to the franchise, and an army of also-new screenwriters rolling as deep as the Horsemen -- Seth Grahame-Smith, Michael Lesslie, Paul Wernick and Rhett Reese, working off a story by Eric Warren Singer -- fail in this regard.
Although Fleischer pulls a few clever tricks, such as when his camera angles work to deceive viewers alongside the handful of French policemen chasing the Horsemen through Thaddeus's eccentrically designed mansion, most of the film is underwhelming. Its visuals are bland and the writing disappointing -- especially when it comes to the crown jewel of these movies, the Horsemen's stage shows. Their illusions are supposed to seem implausible only until their true workings are revealed. But they remain far-fetched here even after explanation, cheating the audience of that promised satisfaction.
So, really, there is no point to "Now You See Me: Now You Don't" beyond fleeting awe at a diamond seeming to disappear. It becomes clear by the end that this is a filler chapter in the series, a bridge from its 2016 predecessor to an inevitable sequel starring the young trio and whichever of the original cast members bother to show up. The Horsemen do love swiping money, after all. This paycheck fits the bill.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains strong language, violence and suggestive references. 112 minutes.
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Style
FIFA will use Kennedy Center free of charge for World Cup event, contract says
The Kennedy Center booked the World Cup draw at President Donald Trump's urging. It will occupy much of the campus and displace planned performances.

The Kennedy Center in Washington will host FIFA events for almost three weeks. (Maansi Srivastava/For The Washington Post)


By Janay Kingsberry, Rick Maese | 2025-11-13
FIFA will not pay a rental fee when it takes over much of the Kennedy Center later this month for the 2026 World Cup draw, according to a copy of the venue use agreement obtained by The Washington Post and other internal documents. The center's arrangement with soccer's international governing body will disrupt its performance schedule, forcing the relocation or postponement of several concerts at an institution that has seen a sharp decline in ticket sales since it was taken over by President Donald Trump earlier this year.
To prepare for the draw, which is scheduled for Dec. 5, FIFA will occupy performance spaces and other sections of the Kennedy Center for almost three weeks, according to the documents and a center employee who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the agreement.
Scheduled performances from the National Symphony Orchestra during that period -- from Nov. 24 to Dec. 12 -- have been postponed, said the person and another employee with knowledge of the changes who spoke on the condition of anonymity out of fear of reprisal. One NSO concert, a Dec. 9 performance to the movie "Home Alone," was moved to another venue in Washington, while one highlight of the orchestra season, NSO music director Gianandrea Noseda's concert weekend with opera singer Camilla Nylund, was moved to March 2026. The online calendar on the Kennedy Center's website shows a thinned-out schedule in the weeks surrounding the World Cup event.
It is not unusual for countries to take on significant expenses to host the World Cup, nor would this be the first time that FIFA has booked a venue for the draw free. But it marks a change at the Kennedy Center, which boasts a packed lineup most weeks. The organization's coffers have been a source of intrigue this year as new executives brought on under Trump have accused past management of causing a financial crisis at the center, something those leaders deny. (The center has declined several requests from The Post to share concrete details about its financials.)
The draw is essentially an invite-only event, and neither FIFA nor the Kennedy Center is expected to generate any ticket revenue. FIFA has announced it will distribute an unspecified number of complimentary tickets for fans through a lottery system, but there are no tickets available for purchase by the general public.
Neither the Kennedy Center nor FIFA responded to requests for comment. In response to questions about Trump's role in facilitating the agreement, White House spokeswoman Liz Huston said the president was honored to bring the event to the Kennedy Center, which she described as a venue he had "quickly transformed into the cultural center of our nation's capital."
"With the Kennedy Center setting the stage for a phenomenal kickoff, the Trump Administration is positioning the United States to benefit greatly from the substantial economic growth, jobs, and tourism that these historic games will bring," Huston wrote.
Performance venues -- including the Concert Hall and Eisenhower Theater -- along with the Reach complex are among the spaces FIFA will occupy for the draw, which takes place two days before the Kennedy Center Honors in the Opera House.
One person said there have been concerns among staffers about the quick turnaround to prepare for the Honors ceremony and the potential loss in revenue from programming changes.
Outside organizations generally pay a rental fee to use the Kennedy Center's space. An internal report reviewed by The Post showed various rental fees for events in November and December -- including $2,681 for choir rehearsals and $26,810 for performances in the Concert Hall. The Kennedy Center currently quotes a standard rate of $39,000 to rent the Concert Hall and $18,000 for the Eisenhower Theater. Those are rates for single nights, suggesting a multiweek rental of much of the campus, such as FIFA's, could cost significantly more.

President Donald Trump and FIFA President Gianni Infantino participate in a FIFA meeting at the White House in May. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


The venue use agreement between the Kennedy Center and FIFA, signed Aug. 12 and 13, states that the federation is still responsible for production costs for the draw.
Trump took over the Kennedy Center in February, overhauling its board and executive leadership. While numerous artists have said they are boycotting the center, and there have been recurring rounds of staff layoffs, the programming centerpieces -- orchestra, opera, theater and dance performances -- have largely remained constant even as the center has struggled to sell tickets, according to a recent Post analysis of sales. Other changes have included an influx of Christian programming. The center's revenue relies on ticket sales, corporate sponsorships, event rentals, philanthropic giving and other sources of income. Its building operations are funded by the federal government.
The World Cup draw is the biggest event connected to the tournament before a ball is ever kicked. It's the moment when national teams are divided into their groups and learn their early opponents, setting the potential path to FIFA's golden trophy.
In practical terms, it's a logistics exercise, pulling together soccer personalities and officials from all over the world for a suspense-filled unveiling. But in FIFA's hands, it is also a global television production -- a live show designed to showcase the host nation and stoke anticipation for the coming World Cup, which begins June 11. Next year's tournament will feature 104 matches, spread across 16 host cities in the United States, Canada and Mexico.
The draw, which will be broadcast live in the United States on Fox, commands eyeballs from all over the world. The most recent edition, held in Qatar in 2022, was broadcast to more than 190 countries, and FIFA officials said the ceremony reached a global television audience of roughly 300 million viewers.

FIFA's Sepp Blatter, left, appears with Roger Milla during the World Cup draw ceremonies in Las Vegas in December 1993. (Shaun Botterill/Getty Images)


Although it's a made-for-television event, the draw has a long history of spectacle and excess. The draw for the 1994 World Cup, the last time the men's tournament was held in the United States, was a glitzy production held in Las Vegas, complete with live entertainment and celebrity cameos, including comedian Robin Williams bantering onstage with Sepp Blatter, the top FIFA boss at the time.
This year's draw was widely expected to return to Las Vegas, but in a surprise late move, Trump swooped in and, thanks in part to a chummy relationship with FIFA President Gianni Infantino, helped shift the event to the Kennedy Center at the 11th hour.
Trump aides had spent weeks quietly lobbying FIFA officials to stage the event at the Kennedy Center, pitching the capital as a more prestigious and politically resonant setting. Talks with Las Vegas officials were in the late stages at the time, and according to one person familiar with the planning, a Las Vegas venue was willing to offer a hosting fee for the right to stage the draw, and no rental costs were expected for FIFA.

President Donald Trump announced on Aug. 22 that the Kennedy Center will host the 2026 World Cup draw in December.


But Trump's influence ultimately won out. He and Infantino have enjoyed a close relationship as the tournament has drawn near. FIFA opened an office this year at New York's Trump Tower, and in July, Trump attended the Club World Cup final, where he posed for photographs with Chelsea players as the English team celebrated a championship. More recently, Infantino was alongside world leaders in Egypt for a peace summit last month in which Trump heralded a Gaza peace plan.
Infantino joined Trump in the Oval Office on Aug. 22 to announce the Kennedy Center as the draw site, presenting the president with the iconic tournament trophy.
"It's for winners only," Infantino said.
The draw amounts to a consolation prize of sorts for Washington. The host nation's capital is rarely omitted from World Cup festivities, but Washington was not chosen to stage any of the tournament's matches. The city was part of a combined bid with Baltimore but was bypassed by FIFA officials.

The grand foyer of the Kennedy Center. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


Costs associated with hosting the draw remain opaque, with the most recent events held in Doha, Qatar, and Moscow and largely supported with state money. (The draw for the 2018 World Cup in Russia, in fact, was held at the State Kremlin Palace.) But for the 2010 World Cup in South Africa, Cape Town officials said it would cost the city more than $6 million to stage the draw, with $4.7 million earmarked for renting the Cape Town International Convention Center, according to news reports at the time.
For the 2014 tournament in Brazil, local media outlets reported the draw at Costa do Sauipe would cost $5 million, with FIFA covering $3.8 million and the state government $1.2 million, including television production, performances, technology, security and set design.
While the draw can carry significant production costs, it remains unclear whether FIFA typically pays anything directly for the venues themselves, or relies on host governments and facilities to absorb the expense as part of the privilege of association with the World Cup.
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TV
Claire Danes and Matthew Rhys are deadly frenemies in 'The Beast in Me'
Sure, it's a thriller, but the real treat is the off-kilter affinity that develops between a nervy writer and the disgraced real-estate mogul next door.

Matthew Rhys, left, and Claire Danes in "The Beast in Me." (Chris Saunders/Netflix)


By Lili Loofbourow | 2025-11-13
Matthew Rhys can, when he chooses, put a feline spin on his usually pleasant smile.
It's unsettling. His lips stretch upward a touch too far; the effort to be social is visible. He gives the impression that he wants to please while working hard to suppress a second, more authentic, faintly predatory grin lurking under the obligatory one. The effect is marvelously sinister because of the slight mismatch between intent and execution. It served him very well on "The Americans," where he played Phillip Jennings, the more Americanized (and conflicted) of two Russian spies impersonating an American couple raising a nice American family. The attempt at feigning normalcy is real, but one senses, beneath it, Rhys's savage impatience at having to suffer fools while taking genuine, unfeigned pleasure in something else entirely -- something he sees and we don't.
That smile remains a fantastic weapon, and in Netflix's new thriller "The Beast in Me," Rhys uses it to maximal effect -- particularly when his character is negging Claire Danes's character, a famous writer named Agatha Wiggs. Informed that her current work in progress is a book about Ruth Bader Ginsburg's friendship with Antonin Scalia, he dismisses it as a total snooze. No one wants a book about unlikely friendships, he tells her over a fancy lunch he genially bullied her into. "People just want gossip and carnage." The shot tells. Wiggs has been struggling with her manuscript in the wake of her young son Cooper's (Leonard Gerome) death four years earlier. She's devastated, bored, angry and in dire need of a receptacle for all that chaotic energy.
Wiggs badly wants to hate Rhys's character, a Robert Durst-type real estate mogul named Nile Jarvis whose wife mysteriously disappeared some years ago. When the show begins, he's just moved in next door to Wiggs's gorgeous but dilapidated house in Oyster Bay, New York. She had bought the place after winning a Pulitzer in hopes of making a stable and permanent home for Cooper with her wife (now ex) Shelley (Natalie Morales). Since Jarvis's arrival, Wiggs's days moldering in the house alone have been interrupted by his scary dogs, obnoxious alarms, security cameras and repeated requests that she sign off on his plan to make a jogging path through the woods.

Claire Danes as Aggie Wiggs. (Netflix)


Danes, who has long been celebrated for how expressively she cries, has a superpower just as paradoxical and compelling as Rhys's. Her mobile features, which can register dozens of emotions a minute, suggest a high level of sensitivity it would be easy to mistake for weakness -- or transparency. It's neither. That tremulous, ongoing wobble can exist only as a function of the (counterintuitively) stable core keeping it in check. Like Rhys's, Danes's performance is interesting because it's conflicted. What we witness, in so much of her acting, is a continual failure to dissolve: The suffering is trying to get out, even as it's being (quite muscularly) suppressed.
The genius of "The Beast in Me" lies in how it recognizes a deep affinity between these two dramatic modes. The thriller develops into a nervy pas-de-deux between a reactive, still-grieving Wiggs and a grinning Jarvis, who poke at each other's private tragedies with a mixture of candor, charm, cruelty and -- above all -- curiosity. Jarvis is fascinated by the rancor Wiggs bears toward the young man who hit her car, killing Cooper. Wiggs, who decides to make Jarvis her next project, wants to know all about his overbearing father, Martin (Jonathan Banks), and his obsession with making good on the Jarvis family's biggest project, a Hudson Yards-type development in New York being thwarted by a Latina politician named Olivia Benitez (Aleyse Shannon).
They are open about how they wish to use each other. For Wiggs, bills are mounting. She's in spiritual agony and existentially bored. She needs a new project to dig into -- and something to think about besides her son. He needs someone with her authority and prestige to decisively scuttle the cloud of suspicion that's plagued him ever since his wife died. When a rogue FBI agent (David Lyons) turns up to drunkenly warn Wiggs against getting too close to Jarvis, she starts actively investigating him -- while fielding accusations from her ex that her judgment has been impaired ever since Cooper's death. Meanwhile, the closer Wiggs gets to Jarvis, the weirder the things happening around her become. It doesn't quite add up to gaslighting, but there's a pleasurably Hitchcockian quality to their dynamic. The best thing about it is that no one is fully in control.

Rhys in a scene from the show. (Chris Saunders/Netflix)


Because so many thrillers of this type double as sterile lifestyle porn (a.k.a. murdery Nancy Meyers), the setting is a particular pleasure. I could watch a dozen seasons set in Aggie Wiggs's dirty, run-down, beautiful house. The wardrobe feels as uncurated as the plumbing. The doors are stained. The kitchen is blessedly unrenovated. Even the dog feels real.
The plot -- and the show's social and political world -- is less original, less realistic and less clear. Well-rendered though the principals are, no one else's motivations (or beliefs) make particular sense. While Nile's marriage to his new wife, Nina (Brittany Snow), is nicely handled, the Jarvis dynasty's broader family dynamics are more confusing than cathartic. The real estate subplot featuring an obvious Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez stand-in feels both pointed and pointless. And while Wiggs's grief is presented as extreme and somewhat disordered, her ex-wife's attitude toward the loss -- which I think we're supposed to see as the healthy alternative -- seems disconcertingly casual.
Thematically, the series gets disappointingly hokey when it leans too hard on the argument, which Jarvis explicitly makes more than once, that Wiggs and Jarvis are the same. (One particularly egregious shot superimposes their images, as if to drive the point home.) An absurdly literal scene in which Jarvis voraciously devours a chicken does Rhys, who can channel rapacious gusto just by rising from a chair, a disservice. And the show's masterful understanding of what Danes and Rhys can do -- and why their energies blend so well on-screen -- gets blurry as the show winds down. Arguments about complicity feel forced, and while the show feints in the direction of Janet Malcolm's "The Journalist and the Murderer," it never seriously interrogates the way authors can betray their subjects.
Still, it's a very entertaining watch. Jarvis is probably right when he tells Wiggs why her book about the Supreme Court justices won't sell. But -- while he and Wiggs aren't exactly Scalia and Ginsberg -- the best part of "The Beast in Me" isn't the gossip or the carnage; it's the story about an unlikely friendship.
The Beast in Me, eight episodes, is available for streaming on Netflix.
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Arts & Entertainment
Staff at 9:30 Club and other venues win voluntary union recognition
The production company I.M.P. will recognize a union for hospitality staffers at 9:30 Club, the Atlantis and Lincoln Theatre, after workers petitioned last month.

Event staff at the Atlantis music venue in Washington in 2023. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


By Ethan Beck | 2025-11-13
The production company I.M.P. on Wednesday told door staff, bartenders, food vendors and other hospitality workers at three major D.C. venues -- 9:30 Club, the Atlantis and Lincoln Theatre -- that it would recognize their efforts to unionize with Unite Here Local 25, as labor organizing efforts among other workers continue across the company's locations.
"While we know working with a union will fundamentally change our relationship with our bartenders, service and event staff, we understand that a majority of U Street venue employees have expressed their desire for union representation," I.M.P. Chief Operating Officer Donna Westmoreland wrote in a memo to staff at the venues. "As such, we have agreed to voluntarily recognize Local 25 and will bargain in good faith to reach a contract."
The news comes after workers petitioned I.M.P., which also runs shows at the Anthem and Merriweather Post Pavilion, for a fair process to unionize last month. Their efforts came in response to what they described as stagnant wages, scaled-back privileges and safety concerns. (At the time, I.M.P. said they were reviewing the petitions and pointed to its "good relationship" with a workers union at Merriweather.)
Over 70 percent of more than 300 employees signed those petitions to call for a card check agreement, in which workers sign authorization cards indicating that they wish to join a union. Now, with I.M.P.'s recognition, they'll begin to negotiate a contract.
"I am so proud of all the work we have done to get it to this point, and am grateful that I.M.P. seems to be willing to work with us. It's a huge victory, and also the fight is far from over," I.M.P. door staffer Hunter Spears said via a union spokesperson, nodding to a parallel unionization effort that is still pending for box office and stage employees.

The Atlantis, next door to 9:30 Club. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


While I.M.P. is recognizing food and hospitality staff, they have not yet had meetings with the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. Last month, stagehands, lighting designers and sound engineers at those three venues, along with the Anthem, petitioned to work with IATSE Local 22, while box office employees at all four venues were seeking to join IATSE Local 868. A spokesperson for IATSE said they'll be meeting with I.M.P. next week.
"We are expecting I.M.P. to reach a similar agreement with IATSE," a spokesperson for Unite Here Local 25 said in a statement. "Onward until we all win our union!"
In the letter, Westmoreland noted that working together will be necessary in the face of economic challenges and other uncertainties. With those potential struggles, she wrote, "it is essential for us to collectively strengthen our workplace, improve communication, and chart a sustainable future."
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Music
Playboi Carti might be the greatest vanishing act rap has ever seen
On his current arena tour, the Atlanta rap visionary practically disappears into a swirl of thick fog, big noise and deep meaning.

Playboi Carti performs in Washington on Tuesday. (Kishan Chauhan )


By Chris Richards | 2025-11-13
First question from the Playboi Carti concert: Where's Playboi Carti? Up there, somewhere. Atop the towering 20-foot stage, the Atlanta rap visionary was one of more than a dozen entourage silhouettes prowling around in the dense artificial fog, backlit by milky strobes and apricot pyrotechnicalities, shouting his rhymes in a state of exalted anonymity. Here was a rap star confident enough to pull up to a screaming stadium -- Washington's Capital One Arena on Tuesday night -- and then disappear.
Take this next question as ha-ha or the highest praise: Have we ever seen anything like that? Pop shows of this scale and expense are designed to draw us into states of focused adulation, but for Carti, vanishing into the clouds is part of the greater proposition. His latest album, "Music," isn't quite as gonzo-abstract as 2020's "Whole Lotta Red," but it does find him radically transforming the timbre of his voice, swapping flows, toggling identities. In an arena of young people happily losing their minds, these noisy new songs didn't register as chameleonic games of disguise. Instead, Carti sounded like he was trying to sound like everybody. Which might have ultimately meant nobody. "I see stars, I see space," he croaked during "Good Credit," making it as tricky to establish his sensorial position as his earthly one.
Mystique is a familiar idea in pop music. Prince had it. David Bowie had it. Beyonce and Bob Dylan still have it. But Carti's semi-anonymity feels far more alien than celebrity peekaboo. His music is so repetitive, so annihilative. It's as if he's trying to erase himself in hopes of vanishing into some kind of collective super-consciousness. Maybe that's a lofty idea to superimpose on these exhilarating rap songs, but it's easy to relate to if you've ever believed in the afterlife or used social media. Carti's music resides smack between those heavens and hells. Throughout the concert, two massive video screens kept flashing the word "Alive."

Playboi Carti and others onstage at the Washington show. (Kishan Chauhan)


As for the squad of presumed mortals flanking the rapper onstage, they declined to make their identities known -- aside from Swamp Izzo, the DJ whose roaring voice punctuates "Music" and whom Carti credited as the first person to play his songs on the radio. The radio? In all this sci-fi pageantry, he could have been thanking him for scratching his name into some clay tablets. Other entourage figures danced in smoky silhouette, some clutching baseball bats and one toting an electric guitar, from which he ripped a contiguous background solo for vast swaths of the set list -- yet another foreground gesture swallowed back into the beautiful black hole of this thing.
Reiterating their own anonymity, fans down on the arena floor spent the night peeling off shirts and hoodies, then launching them into the air. Song after song, their garments went up like streamers, then down like ghosts denied entry to paradise. Where were we? Who were we? How long had we been here? In the unknowable darkness, Carti started rapping a song titled "Long Time (Intro)," and it was over before anyone wanted it to be.
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Music
Want to catch up on the year's best classical recordings? Start here.
At the 2026 Grammy Awards, the National Philharmonic, Adam Tendler and Shawn Okpebholo lead a field of strong contenders. 

Composer Gabriela Ortiz, the 2025 Grammy winner for best contemporary classical composition, is up for this award again and has two other nominations. (Fredric J. Brown/AFP/Getty Images) 


By Michael Andor Brodeur | 2025-11-13
They may not be performing any high-energy dance numbers or setting the red carpet ablaze, but the newly announced nominees of good ol' Field 11 -- i.e., the classical category -- will be celebrated nonetheless at the Grammys, a.k.a. Music's Biggest Night.
It'll just be more like music's biggest afternoon. The vast majority of Grammy nominees will be filled with hope and probably lunch when the "Premiere Ceremony" kicks off Feb. 1 at 12:30 p.m. Pacific time. (These awards will available to stream on live. grammy.com as well as the Recording Academy's YouTube channel). If you want to catch up on the year's finest classical albums, the list of nominees is not a bad place to start.
The eight categories of the classical Grammys honor performances, recordings and compositions across orchestral, choral, small ensemble/chamber music and opera. And given how few and fleeting these kinds of international spotlights can be when it comes to classical recordings, a Grammy win can be a career-changing achievement.
Take composer Gabriela Ortiz, who this year echoes her three Grammy wins from 2025 with three fresh nominations. "Yanga," a haunting, shape-shifting choral work recorded with the Los Angeles Philharmonic led by Gustavo Dudamel, the Tambuco percussion ensemble and the Los Angeles Master Chorale under chorus master Grant Gershon, is up for best choral performance as well as best classical compendium.
From the same album, Ortiz's searing four-movement "Dzonot" -- another collaboration with Dudamel and the L.A. Philharmonic featuring cellist Alisa Weilerstein -- is up for best classical contemporary composition. She could easily double her trophy count on Grammy night with these exciting recordings, which seem to reveal more with each listen.

Conductor Michael Repper won the Grammy for best orchestra performance in 2023. He has two nominations this year. (Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images for the Recording Academy) 


Another notable multiple nominee is D.C.'s own National Philharmonic, which under Grammy-winning conductor Michael Repper earned two nominations. Its sumptuous-sounding collection of world premiere recordings of works by Samuel Coleridge-Taylor is nominated for best orchestral performance, and violinist Curtis Stewart (along with Repper) earned a best classical instrumental solo nomination for his performance on that album of Coleridge-Taylor's "3 Selections From '24 Negro Melodies.'"
The National Philharmonic faces stiff competition in that orchestral category. Andris Nelsons and his Boston Symphony Orchestra certainly earned their nomination for an exceptional recording of Olivier Messiaen's chilling 75-minute ''Turangalila-Symphonie," featuring pianist Yuja Wang as well as Cecile Lartigau unleashing spectral whoops from her ondes Martenot.
A revelatory album of "Symphonies and Variations" by William Grant Still and Margaret Bonds, performed by the Philadelphia Orchestra under Yannick Nezet-Seguin, makes this category even more contentious.
It's a particularly strong year for opera recordings as well, with operas by composers Jake Heggie ("Intelligence"), Huang Ruo ("An American Soldier"), Mary Kouyoumdjian ("Adoration"), Emma O'Halloran ("Trade/Mary Motorhead") and Jeanine Tesori ("Grounded"). These honors also extend to the librettist, conductor, album producer and principal soloists.
I have a feeling the award will go to Heggie and his "Intelligence," a provocative powerhouse of an opera, inspired by the true story of two Civil War spies, Elizabeth Van Lew and Mary Jane Bowser. Its libretto, by Gene Scheer, is forcefully sung by the trio of soprano Janai Brugger and mezzo-sopranos Jamie Barton and J'Nai Bridges. And Kwame Ryan's leadership of the Houston Grand Opera Orchestra is solid and sure.
But musically, my heart belongs to "Adoration," its libretto by 2017 Pulitzer Prize-winner Royce Vavrek, its riveting score by Mary Kouyoumdjian, performed by the Silvana Quartet and the Choir of Trinity Wall Street, and conducted by Alarm Will Sound artistic director Alan Pierson. Its strange textures, cacophony of voices and pervasive unsettling glow combine into an uncanny capture of the information age and its anxieties. It's an opera that could help shape the future of the form.
Pierson shows up again in the nominations for best small ensemble/chamber performance, this time with Alarm Will Sound, whose performance of Donnacha Dennehy's dazzling tone poem "Land of Winter" was one of my favorite recordings of the year. Structured to evoke the passage of time across the Irish landscape, the music lightens and darkens under sweeping waves of color, like a time-lapse film racing across slowly unfolding seasons.
Dennehy's inventiveness finds its rival in fellow nominees Third Coast Percussion, whose "Standard Stoppages" explores, exploits and explodes time in a more hands-on fashion. The album includes works by Jlin, Jessie Montgomery, Tigran Hamasyan, Zakir Hussain and Musekiwa Chingodza, each realized by the ensemble with lucid precision and a bit of wild abandon.
Along with Ortiz's "Yanga," the category for best choral performance has some strong contenders, my favorite of which is David Lang's concert-length "Poor Hymnal," performed by The Crossing conducted by Donald Nally. Lang has crafted luminous vocal arrangements of texts drawn from sources as disparate as Mohandas K. Gandhi, Leo Tolstoy, Elizabeth Warren and the Old Testament. Its beauty is strange and relentless.

Violinist Curtis Stewart, nominated for best classical instrumental solo for his performance with the National Philharmonic. (Rob Kim/Getty Images for the Recording Academy) 


In the spirit of supporting the local team, I'd of course be happy for Curtis Stewart and the NatPhil to take the Grammy for best classical instrumental solo for his performance of Coleridge-Taylor. But my favorite nominee -- and full disclosure, a friend -- is pianist Adam Tendler and his ambitious commissioning project "Inheritances," recently featured on "CBS Sunday Morning."
After the unexpected death of his father, Tendler received an inheritance in the form of an envelope of cash -- money which he turned into commissions from more than a dozen composers including Devonte Hynes (Blood Orange), Laurie Anderson, Missy Mazzoli, Nico Muhly, Angelica Negron and Chris Cerrone. Each composition combines into a collective exploration of grief, and Tendler's tenderly structured solo performance of the program (which I caught this summer at PS21 in Chatham, New York) delivered the biggest emotional gut punch I got from a concert all year.
Cerrone appears two times as a nominee this year for "Don't Look Down," an 18-minute concerto for prepared piano and percussion quartet. His recording with Sandbox Percussion and pianist Conor Hanick is up for best classical compendium recording as well as best contemporary classical composition. Cerrone is a composer with poetry and wit to spare, and both are put to use in "Don't Look Down," one of his most adventurous and inviting pieces to date.
Of the nominees for best classical vocal solo album, I'm most taken with "Black Pierrot," a collaboration between baritone Sidney Outlaw and pianist Warren Jones. Outlaw -- a generous, expressive singer -- pairs William Grant Still's "Songs of Separation" alongside the world premiere recording of B.E. Boykin's stunning song cycle, "26 Ways of Looking at a Black Man." It's both a document and a delight.
Lastly, the race for best contemporary classical composition is a crop of familiar names: Ortiz's "Dzonot," Dennehy's "Land Of Winter," and Cerrone's "Don't Look Down" square off against Tania Leon's bracing "Raices" and (my pick) Shawn E. Okpebholo's "Songs in Flight."
Okpebholo's song cycle is inspired by entries from Freedom on the Move, "a database of fugitives from North American slavery," documenting the ads placed in newspapers to locate runaway enslaved individuals.
A formidable cast of singers (baritone Will Liverman, countertenor Reginald Mobley and soprano Karen Slack) take on texts from poets Tsitsi Jaji, Crystal Simone Smith and Tyehimba Jess; and multi-instrumentalist Rhiannon Giddens is joined by pianist Paul Sanchez and saxophonist Julian Velasco. It's a work of astonishing emotional depth and historical breadth by a composer who continues to meet and rise above the moment.
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Arts & Entertainment
Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

The National Building Museum is among the D.C. facilities that has remained open during the government shutdown. (Shedrick Pelt for The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-11-12
The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: Amid the government shutdown, the Library of Congress, the National Archives Museum, the National Gallery of Art and the Smithsonian museums will be closed to the public indefinitely.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER Six exhibits are on view through Dec. 7: "Women Artists of the DMV: A Survey Exhibition," "From Ancestral Traces to Contemporary Visions -- The Art of Mene," "Jan Svoboda & Jaroslav Benes: Lenticular Poetry," "Orna Ben-Ami: Displacement and Memory," "From Painting to Print: The Poppies, Mimosas, and Lantern Flowers of Donald Sultan" and "Fabricated Boundaries: Filipina American Textile & Fiber Artists." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM "LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM "Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS "Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through Dec. 20. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee, & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
* FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY "Imagining Shakespeare: Mythmaking and Storytelling in the Regency Era," through Aug. 2. Seen on view together for the first time since London's Boydell Shakespeare Gallery closed in 1805, 14 paintings depict pivotal scenes from William Shakespeare's plays while also speaking to how the playwright was refashioned into a cultural icon.
"Contemporary Art at the Folger,"  though April. Small solo exhibitions feature the work of four recent artist fellows at the Folger Institute. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Enduring Traditions: Celebrating the World of Textiles," through Dec. 20. The museum marks its centennial by exploring the cultural significance of its globe-spanning collection.
"Capital Accommodations," through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN "From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
KREEGER MUSEUM "Anonymous Was a Woman," through Dec. 31. An exhibition highlighting the work of local artists Jae Ko, Linn Meyers, Joyce J. Scott and Renee Stout, all of whom have been awarded the Anonymous Was a Woman grant. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The "Chronicles of Narnia" author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON Three exhibitions are on view through Jan. 25: "Hedieh Javanshir Ilchi: Here the Waving Flag. Here the Other World"; "Global Spotlight: Tactics for Remembering"; and "Joey Enriquez: As I Look Towards What Could Have Been Mine."
"Hiromi Isobe: Can I See?," through Nov. 30. This installation uses painting, mixed media, fiber and sculpture to envision the invisible systems shaping the world. 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Coming Together: Reimagining America's Downtowns," ongoing. A multimedia exploration of how lessons learned during the pandemic are shaping the future of American city centers.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "Niki de Saint Phalle in Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances.
"Women Artists From Antwerp to Amsterdam, 1600-1750," through Jan. 11. A collection of paintings, prints, embroidery, sculptures and other artworks highlights the work of 40-plus Dutch and Flemish women.
"Tawny Chatmon: Sanctuaries of Truth, Dissolution of Lies," through March 8. Selections from the photographic artist's latest series, "The Restoration" and "The Reconciliation," incorporate assemblage, embroidery, film and audio narrative.
"Remix: The Collection," through Oct. 25. Familiar collection favorites are displayed alongside recent acquisitions. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
PHILLIPS COLLECTION "Out of Many: Reframing an American Art Collection," Saturday through Feb. 15. Artworks from the early 20th century to the present capture the people, cultures, landscapes and history of the United States. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RUBELL MUSEUM "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
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Washington Commanders
In between football, Commanders soak in cultural experience in Madrid
Hoping they left their problems in Ashburn, the Commanders have been using their extended time together in Spain to bond.

(Jose Breton/AP)


By Tom Schad | 2025-11-13

Commanders wide receiver Deebo Samuel warms up next to Terry McLaurin during a training session in Madrid on Thursday. (Jose Breton/AP)


MADRID -- Sam Cosmi woke up in his Madrid hotel room at 5 a.m. on Wednesday. Hungry and jet-lagged, the Washington Commanders right guard said he reached for his phone, pulled up TikTok and mapped out all of the local tapas and churros spots in the city he wanted to try.
"There's a lot of stuff around here," Cosmi said with a smile Wednesday. "So don't worry: I'm going to be diving into that headfirst."
Washington's players and coaches have billed this week in Madrid as a much-needed opportunity to bond and potentially start to turn around their season. A win against the Miami Dolphins on Sunday would end a five-game skid ahead of next week's bye.
On a more fundamental level, though, players and coaches have also acknowledged how cool it has been just to be here. They've spent their free time roaming the city's streets and their evenings sharing meals at local restaurants -- ranging from Japanese to Mediterranean cuisine, in addition to local fare.
"When we're back home in Ashburn, everybody's got their families at home, too, after practice. So sometimes you can miss out on the piece of building that connection," cornerback Mike Sainristil said Thursday. "[It's been great] being able to have conversations, talk, go down the street to the coffee shop together, or maybe at night go to dinner together -- whatever that looks like, just being able to find different ways to hang out."
Sunday's game will be the NFL's first in Spain, and this is Washington's first international trip since it played the Cincinnati Bengals in London in 2016. The Commanders opted to spend the week in Madrid acclimating, rather than flying out on Friday, as some teams have done for other international games.
Offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury said he previously vacationed in Madrid, but only a handful of Washington players had been to the city. So the trip has been full of new experiences.
"I'm just trying to learn as much Spanish as I can," safety Quan Martin, one of the team's first-time visitors, said with a grin.
For soccer fans on the team, this week has also been a cool crossover. Washington's practices have been on soccer turf at the immaculate facility that usually houses global powerhouse Real Madrid. Their game will be the first professional football game played at the iconic Bernabeu Stadium.
"I'm actually a big soccer fan, so really excited about that," Kingsbury said Thursday. "To play where [Kylian] Mbappe and Cristiano [Ronaldo] played will be pretty special for me, personally. And then I know our team's excited about it as well."
While the matchup will feature a pair of 3-7 teams, it is nevertheless expected to draw a sizable crowd. When asked what Spanish fans can expect, Frankie Luvu said it will be "a lot of violence," at least relative to the type of football they're used to.
"I hope they're loud for our defense and quiet for our offense," Cosmi added. "That would help a lot."
The setting of practice is not the only change this week. It's also the first week in which Quinn has taken control of the defense, overseeing game-planning in place of defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. -- who retained his title but lost his role as defensive play caller.
Commanders linebacker Bobby Wagner said he hopes the move will "create a spark" for a defensive unit that has frequently appeared out of sorts, particularly in recent weeks. But he also said it reflects a lack of execution from players, rather than the ineffectiveness of Whitt.
"We as players have to take onus of us being out there on the field," Wagner said Wednesday. "The coaches aren't out there on the field. So we have to execute better, regardless of who's calling the defense."
Other defensive players offered similar perspectives. Veteran outside linebacker Von Miller repeatedly praised Whitt in an interview with 106.7 the Fan and said "in this environment, it always falls back on the coach, even though it's not the coach's fault." Luvu said it's less about the coverage or defensive scheme that is called and more about the players' ability "to bring the play to life."
"We're the ones that are out there on the field," Sainristil added. "We're the ones that's out there having to execute."
Quinn said the shift in responsibilities will have a mild ripple effect, prompting him to further rely on members of his staff for help with game management. He said he will specifically "lean in on" Dave Gardi, the team's senior vice president of football initiatives, and assistant head coach Brian Johnson. Kingsbury said his responsibilities have not changed.
The Commanders announced Thursday they have selected architectural firm HKS to spearhead the design of their $3.7 billion stadium on the RFK site in Northeast Washington. The firm also designed SoFi Stadium -- which is home to the Los Angeles Chargers and Rams -- and U.S. Bank Stadium in Minneapolis, among others.
Commanders President Mark Clouse described the selection of HKS as "a major step forward" in the stadium process. The team and the firm will now begin finalizing the design concept, which will be presented at community meetings for feedback in the coming months.
"HKS has a proven track record of delivering world-class stadiums that balance design, functionality and community impact," Clouse said.
The Commanders expect to break ground on the new stadium in 2027 ahead of a planned 2030 debut.

Dolphins Coach Mike McDaniel speaks at a news conference in Madrid on Wednesday. (Manu Fernandez/AP)


One of the subplots to Sunday's game will be the reunion between Quinn and Dolphins Coach Mike McDaniel. McDaniel was an offensive assistant on Quinn's staff in Atlanta for two years and credits the Commanders' coach as one of the people who helped him find sobriety in 2016.
"He was there, ground zero, when I became sober and supported me and believed in me and gave me the opportunity to continue what I love to do. For that, I'll be forever indebted to him," McDaniel told reporters Wednesday. "I think it speaks to the type of man he is and the type of leader he is that I know. He touches every player he coaches from a true, authentic standpoint, and I think the Commanders are very fortunate to have him."
McDaniel, 42, went on to find acclaim as an offensive mastermind in San Francisco before being hired as the Dolphins' head coach in 2022. He has been sober since 2016.
"When there's an issue, sometimes you don't want to let somebody you're with know -- you're counting on them, they're counting on you. But really your leaning in, that's the biggest strength," Quinn said. " ... I think that takes a lot of guts to do that. And that's one of the reasons I'm real proud of him."
Wide receiver Terry McLaurin was seen working off to the side with a trainer at Thursday's practice. Quinn said he is beginning the on-field portion of his rehab process as he continues the navigate the right quadriceps/hip flexor strain that has interrupted his season. ... Safety Will Harris returned to practice Wednesday, a little more than seven weeks after he suffered a fractured right fibula Sept. 21. ... The team announced Thursday it has opened the 21-day practice window for defensive end Drake Jackson, a midyear addition who could provide depth on the edge in December.
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Washington Commanders
How 'one of the most iconic stadiums in the world' is transformed for football
When the Commanders play the Dolphins in Madrid on Sunday, they will compete at Santiago Bernabeu Stadium after years of planning.

(Kirby Lee/IMAGN IMAGES via Reuters Connect)


By Tashan Reed | 2025-11-13

The Washington Commanders and Miami Dolphins will play at Santiago Bernabeu Stadium in Madrid on Sunday. (Kirby Lee/Imagn Images) 


MADRID -- The takeover was in motion. While the Miami Dolphins and Washington Commanders were still in the air, posters adorned with the faces of their players already lined the streets here.
Meanwhile, Santiago Bernabeu Stadium was undergoing a transformation from being the home of Real Madrid to the site of Spain's first NFL game. The process will take only a few days, but planning it took years.
There are a lot of factors that go into where the NFL plays its international games. The biggest: Is there a stadium that can host a football game?
More than crowd capacity, it comes down to dimensions. An NFL field is 120 yards long and 53.3 yards wide, but a standard professional soccer field is 115 yards long and 74 yards wide. Given the smaller size of soccer teams, locker rooms also are typically much smaller than what football teams need.
With all of those considerations, the league sent a contingent to explore options in Madrid a few years ago. It landed on Bernabeu as the top pick and announced in February 2024 that it would stage a game there. This May, the teams were revealed.
Bernabeu, which opened in 1947, already was undergoing an expansive renovation project with an estimated cost of 1.3 billion euros (about $1.5 billion) that was completed late last year. Nonetheless, there were significant tweaks that the NFL made in concert with stadium executives and local officials. After roughly a year and a half of collaboration, the league is confident the stadium will be ready to go when the Dolphins "host" the Commanders on Sunday.
"It's one of the most iconic stadiums in the world," said Jon Barker, NFL senior vice president and global head of major events. "Obviously, Real Madrid is the biggest football club in the world. It gave us an opportunity to bring the NFL and Real together and be able to play our game in such an iconic stadium."

Santiago Bernabeu Stadium, set up for a soccer match in October, will look a bit different Sunday. (Albert Gea/Reuters)


To fit both end zones, the NFL determined the Bernabeu field needed to be extended by a little more than 11/2 yards on both sides. That's a small distance, but pulling it off required significant construction.
The front stands behind each end zone had to be demolished and rebuilt, as did concrete layers and subflooring as part of the field extension.
Construction also was required to expand the locker rooms. That included knocking down walls, building facilities such as showers and toilets, redoing plumbing and installing equipment and hardware.
The renovation did cut down some of the infrastructural work. The cabling and fiber, LED lights and ribbon boards, broadcast cameras and presentation control rooms already were fit for what the NFL needed.
Altogether, the upgrades took about a year to complete. Naturally, Bernabeu has had to host Real Madrid games and other events during the construction.
"They clean it up, they dress it, they get it ready for a game and then as soon as the game's over, they get back to work on the renovation," Barker said. "So we just simply jumped into that schedule with them. And on their off days, their dark days, we were doing the work that we needed to do. ... I don't think anybody that didn't know what was happening inside that stadium on the off days would have any idea that it was a construction zone."

Miami Dolphins players warm up during a training session at Atletico Madrid on Wednesday. (Manu Fernandez/AP)


Figuring out where the teams would practice was the easy part. The Dolphins will do so at Metropolitano Stadium. It has a natural grass field and serves as home to Atletico Madrid. The teams have ownership ties through private equity firm Ares Management, which purchased a minority stake in the Dolphins last year.
The Commanders will practice on two fields at Ciudad Real Madrid, the club's practice facility. The fields have a hybrid surface that combines natural and synthetic grass. Real Madrid conducts annual renovations of all of its fields.
"We're not having to replace the fields ahead of time," NFL field director Nick Pappas said. "They obviously have a robust grounds team that looks after their field year-round."
The trickier task was ensuring the playing surface for game day is up to par. That has been a problem in the past. After a game between the Seattle Seahawks and Tampa Bay Buccaneers in Munich in 2022, players complained that the field was too slippery. That issue cropped up again in the Sao Paulo game between the Green Bay Packers and Philadelphia Eagles in 2024.
To prevent such issues, Pappas got started early. He took his first trip to Madrid in September 2023 to meet Real Madrid's grounds crew, learn their processes, get a feel for the climate and assess the field conditions. He has returned six times to deepen rapport and repeat that cycle.
"I don't get the luxury of being on-site 12 months a year at that one location, so it's important to establish a relationship with the on-site grounds crews," Pappas said.

Commanders Coach Dan Quinn leads the team's first practice session in Madrid on Wednesday. (Bernat Armangue/AP)


The teams also have a lot to handle for international games. Typically, they send over a group early to start preparing.
"It's been a lot of people here that have spent a lot of time to get into the spot to get ready," Commanders Coach Dan Quinn said Monday. "That's from practice to the hotel to where we'll go to when's the best time to travel to time difference and how to speed that up as we're going. We've put a lot of work in. We've done some trips together, but not overseas together, so we've tried to make it as much like a normal, extended road trip so the players can just kind of focus on getting exactly everything we want lined up to play like we can."
To assist, the NFL relays information to team equipment managers, athletic trainers, physicians and other staffers throughout the season.
"That way, when they arrive, they understand the type of field they're going to be on, how they should think about it and prepare," Pappas said. "When a club shows up, they're familiar with what to expect."
Bernabeu's field, a hybrid ryegrass surface that's divided into six trays, is unique. Every tray can be lowered below the surface, which is where they're grown. It's essentially an underground greenhouse.
The only time the field is moved up is when it's time for a game. While it's an unusual setup, getting it ready will be simple.
"They have a tremendous field. It is in great condition," Barker said. "So, from an actual playability standpoint, not a tremendous amount had to happen there."
On Monday, Pappas, his team of about a dozen and the in-house grounds crew brought the sections of the field up to make sure they were properly loaded into the field tray. On Tuesday, they finished the extension project by adding a section of adjustable platforms to the field tray and installing grass on top. They plan to start painting the field Wednesday and make installations such as the field goal posts through Saturday.
Every year, the NFL/NFLPA field surface committee agrees to a set of standards that playing surfaces must meet. The field at Bernabeu has to be tested between 24 and 72 hours before kickoff.
If things go off without a hitch, the NFL is hopeful this game will be the start of a long relationship.
"Madrid is proud to be hosting this game," Barker said. "You've really got a community that's welcomed the NFL, rallied around this game and has really made everything available and accessible to us."

Street banners in Madrid with images of Dolphins linebacker Chop Robinson and Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels. (Kirby Lee/Imagn Images) 
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