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        US unemployment up even as hiring beats expectations in delayed report
        WASHINGTON - The jobless rate in the United States crept up in September 2025 even as hiring exceeded analyst expectations, according to a delayed employment report published Thursday after a record-long government shutdown.

      

      
        Flooding blocks trains in Nakhon Si Thammarat
        A section of railway tracks was flooded in the southern province of Nakhon Si Thammarat, affecting six train services on Thursday.

      

      
        The US plan for ending the Ukraine war: What do we know?
        KYIV --- The United States has presented a plan to Ukraine with a list of sweeping concessions Kyiv could make to potentially end the war with Russia, a proposal that appears to echo many of Moscow's maximalist demands.

      

      
        Overcoming that temptation to light up
        A Malaysian survivor of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) has shared his experience of his decades-long struggle with smoking cigarettes and the health scare that finally convinced him to quit.

      

      
        Dredging of Ping River completed
        A major flood management project on the Ping River, involving dredging to reduce flood risks in Chiang Mai province, was completed on Thursday.

      

      
        New PM candidate picks to boost Bhumjaithai image, say analysts
        The Bhumjaithai Party's decision to nominate Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas and Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun as prime ministerial candidates alongside party leader Anutin Charnvirakul is a calculated move to close its longstanding credibility gap in technocratic expertise, according to political analysts.

      

      
        Israel launches fresh strikes on Gaza, Qatar warns of escalation
        GAZA CITY --- Gaza health authorities said fresh Israeli air strikes killed four people Thursday as Qatar, a mediator of the weeks-long ceasefire, warned that renewed attacks threatened to undermine the fragile truce between Israel and Hamas.

      

      
        Crackdown on gang faking Thai citizenship linked to "grey Chinese" syndicates
        Five government agencies have launched a joint operation to dismantle a network involved in granting fraudulent permanent residency to foreigners.

      

      
        Three Chinese fleeing bombed KK Park sneak into Thailand
        Three Chinese men who fled from the KK Park scam complex in Myawaddy, Myanmar, were caught sneaking into Thailand near the border in Tak northern province on Thursday.

      

      
        US ambassador to Japan denounces China response over Takaichi remarks
        KYODO --- United States Ambassador to Japan George Glass on Thursday denounced China's recent response to Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's remarks on Taiwan, calling its statements "provocative" and economic measures "coercive."
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                                WASHINGTON - The jobless rate in the United States crept up in September 2025 even as hiring exceeded analyst expectations, according to a delayed employment report published Thursday after a record-long government shutdown.
The world's biggest economy added 119,000 jobs in the month -- up from August -- but the unemployment rate edged up from 4.3% to 4.4%, said the Labour Department.

Meanwhile, revised data for August showed that the employment situation was gloomier than originally estimated, with the economy shedding 4,000 jobs, rather than adding 22,000 as had been reported.

Thursday's publication marks the first official snapshot of the overall labor market's health in over two months, due to a 43-day government shutdown that only ended last week.

But this also means that the data is backward-looking, at a time when the jobs market has been weakening amid mass firing of federal workers and the turmoil from President Donald Trump's multiple tariffs on imports.

Nonetheless, this will be the last monthly employment report before the Federal Reserve's policy meeting in December where officials will decide whether to make a third consecutive interest rate cut.

A weakening jobs market could nudge the Fed towards further rate cuts to boost the economy, but the central bank is also trying to keep inflation in check.

In September, job losses occurred in transportation and warehousing, as well as in federal government -- even as there were gains in areas like health care.

Federal government employment dropped by 3,000 and is down by 97,000 since reaching a peak in January, Thursday's report added.

Average hourly earnings rose by 0.2% to US$36.67 in September.

The overall hiring figure was higher than analysts expected, with surveys of economists by Dow Jones Newswires and The Wall Street Journal expecting job gains of 50,000 instead.

Even if Thursday's report is months late, "it nonetheless gives us information about what's going on in the economy recently," Dan North of Allianz Trade North America told Agence France-Presse (AFP).

This is especially important since the government shutdown put various official data releases -- ranging from inflation to retail sales -- on pause.

The stoppage also hit the collection of some survey data, the Labour Department said, meaning it will not be able to publish October's unemployment rate.

Instead of releasing a full October jobs report, available data will be put out alongside November's figures.

"The collection period for November 2025 data will be extended, and extra processing time will be needed," the department said, adding that these figures will now be published on Dec 16 this year.
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                                A section of railway tracks was flooded in the southern province of Nakhon Si Thammarat, affecting six train services on Thursday.
The State Railway of Thailand (SRT) reported that floodwater was about 15 centimetres above the tracks between Chong Khao and Ronphibun stations, and levels were rising. The tracks were closed for safety.

The agency rerouted the services of six trains that normally pass the flooded area.

Express trains No. 85 and 86 cannot run between Thung Song junction and Nakhon Si Thammarat station, with passengers transported by road instead. 

Train No. 86 (Nakhon Si Thammarat-Krung Thep Aphiwat) travelled from Thung Song junction to Krung Thep Aphiwat in Bangkok instead.

Local train No. 445 (Chumphon-Hat Yai junction) only reached Thung Song junction and then returned as train No. 446 (Thung Song-Chumphon).

Train No. 446 (Hat Yai-Chumphon) only reached Khao Chum Thong junction and then returned as train No. 445 (Khao Chum Thong-Hat Yai).

Local train No. 447 (Surat Thani-Sungai Kolok) only reached Thung Song junction and then returned as train No. 448 (Thung Song-Surat Thani).

Train No. 448 (Sungai Kolok-Surat Thani) only reached Hat Yai junction and then returned as train No. 447 (Hat Yai-Sungai Kolok). 

Trains Nos. 447 and 448 did not run between Hat Yai and Thung Song junction stations.
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                                KYIV -- The United States has presented a plan to Ukraine with a list of sweeping concessions Kyiv could make to potentially end the war with Russia, a proposal that appears to echo many of Moscow's maximalist demands.
Here's what we know about it:

Territory

Details of the plan, shared with Agence France-Presse (AFP) by a senior source familiar with the matter, suggest Ukraine is being asked to give in to some of Russia's key demands -- including concessions Kyiv has previously ruled out as tantamount to capitulation.

At the same time, the source told AFP it was "unclear" what commitments Russia would make in return.

On territory, the plan calls for the "recognition of Crimea and other regions that the Russians have taken", the source said.

Russia's army occupies around a fifth of the country -- much of it ravaged by years of fighting.

In 2022, the Kremlin annexed four Ukrainian regions -- Donetsk, Lugansk, Zaporizhzhia and Kherson -- despite not having full control over them.

Russia also annexed the Crimean peninsula from Ukraine in 2014.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has previously demanded Ukraine completely withdraw its troops from Donetsk and Lugansk, and offered to freeze the front line in the southern Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions, according to Turkey's foreign minister, who mediated three rounds of peace talks earlier this year.

Ukraine has said it will never recognise Russian control over its land, but has conceded it might be forced to get it back through diplomatic means.

Ceding territory in the Donetsk and Lugansk regions that Ukraine still controls could leave Ukraine vulnerable to future attack by Russia.

"It is a matter of our country's survival," Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky said recently.

Army and weapons

The plan calls for Ukraine to reduce its army to 400,000 personnel, cutting its military by more than half, the same source told the news agency.

Kyiv would also be required to give up all long-range weapons.

That fits with other Russian demands put to Ukraine at talks in Istanbul earlier this year when Moscow called for a reduction in troop numbers, a ban on mobilisation and a halt to the flow of Western weapons.

Russia has also repeatedly said it will not tolerate any North American Treaty Organisation (Nato) troops on Ukrainian soil.

By contrast, Ukraine wants concrete Western-backed security guarantees, including a European peacekeeping force, to prevent Russia from re-invading in the future.

Whose plan?

US media outlet Axios reported the plan had been drawn up by the Trump administration in secret consultation with Russia.

Many elements appear to echo Moscow's demands for how the conflict should end.

"It seems that the Russians proposed this to the Americans, they accepted it," the senior source told AFP.

"An important nuance is that we don't understand whether this is really Trump's story" or "his entourage's", the official added.

Since returning to the White House, US President Donald Trump's position on the Ukraine war has shifted dramatically back and forth.

Over 2025, he has gone from calling Ukrainian President Zelensky a "dictator" to urging Kyiv to try to reclaim all the land captured by Russia and hitting Moscow with sanctions.

The source said it was also "unclear" from the plan what commitments or concessions Moscow would make in return.

Reactions

There has been no official reaction to the plan in Kyiv. The Kremlin said it had nothing to say when asked about the reports.

The European Union's (EU) top diplomat Kaja Kallas said any peace settlement must have the agreement of both Kyiv and Brussels.

"For any plan to work, it needs Ukrainians and Europeans on board," Kallas told reporters ahead of a meeting of EU foreign ministers in Brussels.

"We have to understand that in this war, there is one aggressor and one victim. So we haven't heard of any concessions on the Russian side," she added.
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                                A Malaysian survivor of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) has shared his experience of his decades-long struggle with smoking cigarettes and the health scare that finally convinced him to quit.
Thiagaraja Munusamy, a 70-year-old former marketing executive, who began smoking at the age of 20, admitted to nearly 50 years of heavy tobacco use.

"I used to cough a lot during the night and in the morning, with plenty of phlegm," he recalled. Annual medical checkups repeatedly warned him to stop smoking, but he ignored the advice.

Last year, a recurring fever and persistent cough led his general practitioner (GP) to insist on a referral to a respiratory specialist.

"The GP kept pestering me, saying I must go and get my lungs checked. At my age, and as a heavy smoker, I could not know what was happening inside," he said.

The specialist immediately admitted him to hospital, where he underwent intensive treatment, including nebuliser therapy several times a day. Doctors said his lungs were clogged with phlegm and later discovered black spots during an MRI scan.

"They said if I had not had the procedures, it could have turned into cancer. I was lucky it was detected early," he said.

[image: Munusamy: Chose to quit smoking]
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Mr Munusamy spoke to the Bangkok Post during a recent media workshop about COPD in Malaysia.

The World Health Organisation (WHO) and the Pace University Centre for Global Health jointly hosted the workshop to educate Malaysian and foreign media about chronic respiratory diseases (CRDs) and COPD to mark World COPD Day on Nov 19.  

COPD is a chronic lung disease caused by damage to the lungs. The damage results in inflammation within the airways, limiting airflow into and out of the lungs. This limited airflow is called obstruction. Symptoms include trouble breathing, a daily cough that brings up mucus and wheezing -- a tight, whistling sound in the lungs.

Mr Munusamy described the experience as a turning point.

"I don't think I want to go back. I had already made up my mind -- I quit," he said firmly.

He acknowledged the difficulty in breaking the habit, especially with the stress of his career in marketing.

"I had to meet monthly targets. The pressure built up, and I often turned to cigarettes to cope. But in the end, it's about willpower," he said.

Friends had told him quitting was nearly impossible, but he insisted determination made the difference. "It's real willpower. Whether you want it or not, you must force yourself,'' he said.

He highlighted the importance of early detection and the challenges of quitting smoking after decades of dependence.

"So, I was lucky that I took an early detection test. That's why I didn't develop lung cancer," he said.

Family pressure

Mr Munusamy also reflected on the key role his family played in his journey to quit smoking. For years, his wife and children urged him to stop, but he resisted.

"When we were together, I would just go off and smoke," he admitted. "Of course, the impact wasn't good. My wife and children were unhappy, and even my grandchildren began monitoring me, asking what I was doing outside."

He said his case was unusual. "I think I became a role model because the bottom line is: how do you quit? It's not easy. Nobody -- not the doctor, not the specialist -- convinced me. I had to make up my own mind," he said.

He described how seeing other smokers outside the hospital during his treatment triggered a realisation. "I looked at them and thought, this is what I was doing. That's why I quit. You have to decide for yourself," he said.

He also spoke about lifestyle changes, noting that many smokers feel compelled to light up after meals or coffee. "It's a habit, but I've learned to walk past the smell and keep going," he said.

Doctors prescribed inhalers to clear his lungs, which he used daily at first. Now, he only relies on them occasionally when congestion returns. He attends follow-up appointments every six months to monitor his progress. "If I lie to the doctor, I'd only be lying to myself," he said.

When asked about vaping, he expressed concern. "I don't have much experience, but I know cigarettes. People say vaping is not as bad, but the chemical composition is different."

Vaping in Malaysia is legal but with strict regulations, including a phased ban on sales to minors and a new law requiring product registration, advertising restrictions and specific packaging.

"Shockingly, my grandchildren told me it's even happening in primary schools. The gadgets are so small teachers don't see them," he said.

Despite his long history of smoking, he considers himself fortunate. "I smoked for 50 years, but I didn't get cancer. It's rare. Lifestyle and eating habits are very important," he said.

He said he now remains active. "With or without the doctor's suggestion, I exercise regularly. I don't breathe heavily, even climbing hills," he said proudly.

Surrounded by his wife, three children and four grandchildren, he looks forward to celebrating his new lease of life with his family.

"Addiction is powerful. Nobody can convince you to quit -- you must decide yourself. But if you wait too long, it may be too late,'' he said firmly. 

COPD index report

To mark World COPD Day, the Copenhagen Institute for Futures Studies, an independent, non-profit futures think tank founded in 1969, issued its new international COPD Index report. 

The 2025 COPD Index provides an updated and expanded view of global preparedness and capacity to manage chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. 

Countries such as Australia, Chile and Colombia perform strongly, characterised by coherent respiratory strategies, broad access to care and sustained prevention policies. The United Kingdom (UK), Finland and Costa Rica also demonstrate balanced performance, supported by data-driven governance and integrated primary care.

Newly added countries, including Peru and Egypt, bring perspective, showing both persistent structural challenges and encouraging developments in prevention, environmental policy, and digital health initiatives.

Across all categories, the 2025 results confirm that progress in COPD care depends on policy coherence, equitable access, well-functioning health systems and sustained investment in prevention and environmental health.

Systems that link these components show greater resilience and continuity, regardless of income level or governance model. The index reinforces the message that COPD management must extend beyond the clinical setting, drawing on collaboration between health, social and environmental sectors to achieve lasting improvement.
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                                A major flood management project on the Ping River, involving dredging to reduce flood risks in Chiang Mai province, was completed on Thursday.
The project, carried out by Royal Thai Armed Forces' Development Command, aims to improve flood control and increase water storage for dry seasons, supporting both consumption and agriculture. High-quality sand removed from the river will also be reused to save costs.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, also interior minister, presided over a ceremony marking the completion of the project on Thursday. He called the work a "major step" toward solving water management issues in the northern province.

Mr Anutin said flooding had caused loss of lives, property damage and economic harm for years. 

He commended the work of all agencies involved, including the Royal Irrigation Department, the armed forces and local authorities.

The prime minister also urged authorities to focus on river health, upstream-downstream water management, forest protection and clearing obstructions.

The government has allocated over 100 billion baht over seven years for water management nationwide, aiming to cut disaster relief costs of 30 billion to 40 billion baht annually.

Similar projects are underway in Chiang Rai and will expand nationwide to prevent future floods.

Following the ceremony, Mr Anutin and officials released 100,000 fish into the river. 
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                                The Bhumjaithai Party's decision to nominate Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas and Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun as prime ministerial candidates alongside party leader Anutin Charnvirakul is a calculated move to close its longstanding credibility gap in technocratic expertise, according to political analysts.
The move, they argue, aims to broaden Bhumjaithai's appeal among middle-class voters -- particularly Gen X and Baby Boomers -- and position the party as a frontrunner in the next general election, scheduled for early 2026.

Olarn Thinbangtieo, a political expert at Burapha University, said the announcement is a deliberate effort to address the party's weaknesses. 

For years, Bhumjaithai has been perceived as a clan-based organisation reliant on patronage networks. Urban and middle-income voters also see the party as lacking technocratic and professional depth.

Mr Olarn said that bringing in individuals with strong managerial and technocratic credentials signals the party's desire to upgrade its image.

While Mr Anutin remains the main candidate, the new candidates help counter the perception that Bhumjaithai mainly caters to political interests at the expense of professional competence, Mr Olarn said.

However, he cautioned that the announcement alone will not be enough. 

If the party wants to improve its standing, it must sharpen its policy platform, especially on economic growth and business competitiveness.

Otherwise, Mr Olarn warned, the party's image will remain tied to Mr Anutin and, ultimately, to Nawin Chidchob, whose legacy continues to generate scepticism among urban voters.

On Thursday, Prime Minister Anutin, also interior minister, clarified that discussions about nominating Ms Suphajee as a prime ministerial candidate are ongoing. The Bhumjaithai leader said he has not spoken to her directly, as she is currently in the United States.

Thanporn Sriyakul, director of the Political and Policy Analysis Institute at Kasetsart University, said the unveiling of the two ministers has given Bhumjaithai a strong boost.

As parties prepare for the election, the party has taken the lead in presenting its team, reshaping its public image and strengthening its credibility.

Recent polls already showed the party's popularity improving even before the inclusion of the two technocrats.

With their names now officially attached, Mr Thanyaporn said the party will gain further support from Gen X, Baby Boomers and some segments of Gen Y voters.

Stithorn Thananithichot, a political analyst at Chulalongkorn University, described the selection of Mr Ekniti and Ms Suphajee as a "practical" choice.

He said naming them as PM candidates allows them to campaign without the restrictions that come with caretaker ministers, while reinforcing the message that competent outsiders are willing to align with the party.

Yuttaporn Issarachai of Sukhothai Thammathirat University added that the move clearly reflects Bhumjaithai's ambition to compete as a top-tier party, with Mr Anutin anchoring rural and conservative support, while the two technocrats appeal to urban voters and businesses.
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                                GAZA CITY -- Gaza health authorities said fresh Israeli air strikes killed four people Thursday as Qatar, a mediator of the weeks-long ceasefire, warned that renewed attacks threatened to undermine the fragile truce between Israel and Hamas.
The new strikes came the morning after one of the deadliest days in the Gaza Strip since the truce came into effect on Oct 10, and after Israel launched a string of attacks targeting Hezbollah in Lebanon despite the nearly year-long ceasefire there.

The Nasser hospital in Khan Yunis in southern Gaza said four people were killed in the strikes early Thursday, after the territory's civil defence agency, which operates under Hamas authority, gave a lower toll of three dead.

The hospital said three from one family, including a one-year-old girl, were killed in a strike on a house east of Khan Yunis and one more person was killed in an air strike on the town of Abasan al-Kabira, also east of Khan Yunis.

A source at Gaza's Hamas-run interior ministry, who did not wish to be identified, said artillery fire was continuing in the Khan Yunis area.

Qatar, a key mediator in the Hamas-Israel war, condemned what it called the "brutal" Israeli air strikes, saying they were "a dangerous escalation that threatens to undermine the ceasefire agreement".

Gazans voiced despair at the fresh wave of attacks, saying it felt on the ground like the two-year war was continuing.

"We are worried about the war returning. The sound of artillery shelling and explosions from the demolition operations east of Gaza was terrifying last night," Lina Kuraz, 33, from the Tuffah neighbourhood, east of Gaza City, told Agence France-Presse (AFP).

"My daughter kept asking me all night, 'Will the war come back?'. Every time we try to regain hope, the shelling starts again. When will this nightmare end?"

'The war hasn't ended'

The so-called yellow line demarcates the boundary inside the Gaza Strip that Israeli troops have withdrawn behind, as part of the US-brokered ceasefire.

"We are aware of a strike east of the yellow line that was done to dismantle terror infrastructures," the Israeli military told AFP.

"We're not aware of the reported casualties. It's part of the regular IDF (Israeli military) operations east of the yellow line."

Israel has carried out repeated strikes against what it says are Hamas targets during the ceasefire, resulting in the death of more than 312 Palestinians, according to the health ministry in Hamas-run Gaza.

Wednesday's Israeli strikes on the Gaza Strip left 27 dead, according to the civil defence agency.

"The war hasn't ended. Nothing has really changed," said Mohammed Hamdouna, 36, who was displaced from northern Gaza to a tent in Al-Mawasi, west of Khan Yunis.

"The intensity of the death toll has decreased, but martyrs and shelling happen every day. We are still living in tents. The cities are rubble, the crossings are still closed, and all the basic necessities of life are still lacking," he told AFP.

Hamas appeals to mediators

Hamas urged US President Donald Trump and other international mediators of the weeks-long truce to put pressure on Israel to stop its attacks.

"This violation requires serious and effective action from the mediators to pressure (Israel) to stop these violations and uphold the ceasefire agreement," Hazem Qassem, a spokesman for the Islamist movement, told AFP in Gaza City.

"The occupation is acting with blatant disregard to the mediators' efforts," he said.

The war was sparked by Hamas's attack on Israel on Oct 7, 2023, which resulted in the deaths of 1,221 people.

Israel's retaliatory assault on Gaza has killed at least 69,546 people, according to figures from the health ministry that the United Nations (UN) considers reliable.

Israel also conducted several strikes in southern Lebanon on Wednesday.

The military said it targeted Hezbollah weapons storage facilities in several towns, and accused the Iran-backed group of trying to rebuild its capabilities.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Wednesday also drew a rebuke from Damascus and others in the region after visiting Israeli troops deployed in a buffer zone inside Syria.
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                                Five government agencies have launched a joint operation to dismantle a network involved in granting fraudulent permanent residency to foreigners.
Raids were conducted on Tuesday after authorities identified 28 suspects including officials, brokers and foreign nationals linked to transnational crime syndicates known as "grey Chinese" groups. 

After arrest warrants were issued for all suspects, officials from the Department of Provincial Administration (DOPA), Central Investigation Bureau (CIB), the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC), the Public Sector Anti-Corruption Commission (PACC) and Department of Special Investigation (DSI) executed simultaneous raids.

Twelve suspects were arrested at multiple locations: eight in Chiang Mai's Wiang Haeng district and one each in Chiang Dao district of Chiang Mai, Phu Sang district of Phayao, Bangkok and Samut Sakhon.

Authorities seized firearms, ammunition, bank accounts, fraudulent application forms and nationality documents. At Wiang Haeng, officials also found forms and records linked to officials involved in document forgery.

All suspects face charges of malfeasance, corruption and collusion. Preliminary checks indicate three Chinese nationals involved have fled the country. Evidence connected the Wiang Haeng district chief and brokers, leading to court-approved arrest warrants. The district chief surrendered, while the brokers remain at large.

Implicated officials have been transferred for disciplinary inquiry and efforts are underway to prevent evidence tampering. Investigators believe this ring is tied to previous fraud cases involving fake Thai IDs on Chinese platforms and transnational crime groups engaged in scams, online gambling and call-centre fraud.

DOPA plans to revoke all fraudulent registrations and expand foreign record checks nationwide. Any wrongful Thai nationality will be revoked immediately with financial trails forwarded to the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo). 

[image: Police and officials involved in the crackdown operation seize weapons from some suspects. (Photo supplied/Wassayos Ngamkham)]
Police and officials involved in the crackdown operation seize weapons from some suspects. (Photo supplied/Wassayos Ngamkham)



Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul on Thursday condemned corruption exploiting stateless individuals, some waiting over 40 years for citizenship. "This undermines national security and the rule of law. Officials have abused a system meant to protect rights," he stated.

He highlighted Thailand's international recognition for resolving statelessness but warned that such acts damage the country's reputation.

Mr Anutin added that Wiang Haeng has been a hub for citizenship fraud since 2011, with previous crackdowns and prosecutions.

"This is the first time a district chief involved in corruption has been charged, demonstrating our commitment--no matter the rank, action will be taken."
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                                Three Chinese men who fled from the KK Park scam complex in Myawaddy, Myanmar, were caught sneaking into Thailand near the border in Tak northern province on Thursday.
They were apprehended by soldiers from the Ratchamanu Task Force and border police patrolling along the border in tambon Mahawan in Mae Sot district.

The Chinese nationals, whose names were not revealed, admitted to sneaking into Thailand via a natural path. They were handed over to the Mae Sot police station for legal proceedings.

The KK Park complex sitting across from Mae Sot on the banks of the Moei River covers roughly 500 acres and is run by Chinese crime families.

The site is now controlled by Myanmar military forces, which have bombed dozens of buildings there since Oct 22. An operation on Thursday took place closer to the Thai side, forcing some Thai households to evacuate for safety reasons.

Despite the onslaught, Chinese scam syndicates have managed to avoid most of the fallout from the crackdown on KK Park by simply moving to other nearby locations in Myanmar, according to local reports. But the lower-level foreigners who worked there continue to straggle across the border.

Thai authorities on Wednesday reported 39 foreign nationals -- 34 males and five females -- fleeing from KK Park were caught illegally entering Thailand by foot. They were 12 Pakistanis,12 Kenyans, three Ugandans, three Vietnamese, two Indians, two Nepalis, a South Sudanese, an Egyptian, a Kazakhstani, a Burundian and a Rwandan.

[image: Some of the 39 fleeing foreigners arrested on Wednesday in Tak.]
Some of the 39 fleeing foreigners arrested by Thai authorities on Wednesday in Tak province.



Many of them reportedly said they had been invited to come to Thailand for call centre jobs as they could speak English, but after arriving in Bangkok they were diverted to Mae Sot to cross the border to Myanmar.

Their passports were taken away, and they were forced to work, without any channels to contact anyone or knowing where they were, they reportedly told Thai authorities.

In early November, the Thai army reported that more than 1,500 foreign nationals had fled from KK Park to Thailand since the Myanmar military operation began.

[image: Smoke rises from an explosion on Thursday made by Myanmar military forces in an operation to crack down the scam operations in the KK Park complex.]
Smoke rises from an explosion detonated by Myanmar military forces as part of their continuing crackdown on scam operations in the KK Park complex in Myawaddy on Thursday.


              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3141228/three-chinese-fleeing-bombed-kk-park-sneak-into-thailand



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  US ambassador to Japan denounces China response over Takaichi remarks                

                              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: Printed Chinese and Japanese flags are seen in this illustration, July 21, 2022. (Photo: Reuters)]
                      
                                              
                          Printed Chinese and Japanese flags are seen in this illustration, July 21, 2022. (Photo: Reuters)                        

                                          

                  

                                KYODO -- United States Ambassador to Japan George Glass on Thursday denounced China's recent response to Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's remarks on Taiwan, calling its statements "provocative" and economic measures "coercive."


China's moves are "very unhelpful and undermine regional stability," Glass told reporters after meeting with Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi. "This is a classic case of Chinese economic coercion."

China has announced a series of measures against Japan, including the reimposition of its recently lifted suspension of seafood imports and a travel alert for Japan, following Takaichi's Nov 7 comments in parliament that suggested a possible response by Japanese defence forces in the event of a Taiwan contingency.

Earlier this week, Masaaki Kanai, head of the Japanese Foreign Ministry's Asian and Oceanian Affairs Bureau, visited Beijing to hold talks with his counterpart, Liu Jinsong, in a bid to calm the escalating diplomatic spat.

"In our meeting today, I reaffirmed the United States' unshakable support for the US-Japan alliance and our steadfast commitment to the defence of Japan, including the Senkaku Islands," Glass said.

The uninhabited islets in the East China Sea are controlled by Japan but claimed by China, which calls them Diaoyu.

Taiwan's Lai shows support for Japan with sushi post

Meanwhile in Taiwan, President Lai Ching-te signalled support for Japan on Thursday by posting on social media a photograph of himself preparing to eat a sushi lunch, shortly after China reinstated its recently lifted ban on imports of Japanese seafood amid an escalating bilateral row.

"Today's lunch is sushi and miso soup," Lai wrote in a Facebook post, noting that it included "yellowtail from Kagoshima and scallops from Hokkaido." The post was also shared on X, formerly Twitter.

[image: This handout photo taken and released by Taiwan's Presidential Office on Thursday shows Taiwan's President Lai Ching-te having sushi and miso soup for lunch in Taipei.]
This handout photo taken and released by Taiwan's Presidential Office on Thursday shows Taiwan's President Lai Ching-te having sushi and miso soup for lunch in Taipei.



China reimposed its suspension of Japanese seafood imports, claiming Tokyo has failed to provide the technical materials required for shipment.

It is believed to be part of Beijing's harsh response to Takaichi's remarks on Nov 7.

Beijing views the self-ruled island as a breakaway province to be unified with the mainland, by force if necessary, insisting that the issue is purely an "internal affair."

When asked about the Taiwanese president's post at a Beijing press conference on Thursday, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning accused Lai and his administration of "putting on a show."

Mao said such actions "cannot change the ironclad fact" that Taiwan is "an inseparable part of China's territory." Beijing condemns Lai as a separatist.

Meanwhile, Taiwan Foreign Minister Lin Chia-lung urged the island's people to support Japan at a press briefing, accusing Beijing of using "economic coercion and military intimidation to bully other countries."

"I urge our people to travel to Japan more and purchase more Japanese products to show the friendship between Taiwan and Japan," Lin also said during a meeting attended by Taiwan lawmakers and officials.

The communist-led mainland and self-ruled Taiwan have been governed separately since they split in 1949 following a civil war.


	Related: Major China travel agencies halt Japan trip sales amid growing row
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                                Five government agencies have launched a joint operation to dismantle a network involved in granting fraudulent permanent residency to foreigners.
Raids were conducted on Tuesday after authorities identified 28 suspects including officials, brokers and foreign nationals linked to transnational crime syndicates known as "grey Chinese" groups. 

After arrest warrants were issued for all suspects, officials from the Department of Provincial Administration (DOPA), Central Investigation Bureau (CIB), the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC), the Public Sector Anti-Corruption Commission (PACC) and Department of Special Investigation (DSI) executed simultaneous raids.

Twelve suspects were arrested at multiple locations: eight in Chiang Mai's Wiang Haeng district and one each in Chiang Dao district of Chiang Mai, Phu Sang district of Phayao, Bangkok and Samut Sakhon.

Authorities seized firearms, ammunition, bank accounts, fraudulent application forms and nationality documents. At Wiang Haeng, officials also found forms and records linked to officials involved in document forgery.

All suspects face charges of malfeasance, corruption and collusion. Preliminary checks indicate three Chinese nationals involved have fled the country. Evidence connected the Wiang Haeng district chief and brokers, leading to court-approved arrest warrants. The district chief surrendered, while the brokers remain at large.

Implicated officials have been transferred for disciplinary inquiry and efforts are underway to prevent evidence tampering. Investigators believe this ring is tied to previous fraud cases involving fake Thai IDs on Chinese platforms and transnational crime groups engaged in scams, online gambling and call-centre fraud.

DOPA plans to revoke all fraudulent registrations and expand foreign record checks nationwide. Any wrongful Thai nationality will be revoked immediately with financial trails forwarded to the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo). 

[image: Police and officials involved in the crackdown operation seize weapons from some suspects. (Photo supplied/Wassayos Ngamkham)]
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Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul on Thursday condemned corruption exploiting stateless individuals, some waiting over 40 years for citizenship. "This undermines national security and the rule of law. Officials have abused a system meant to protect rights," he stated.

He highlighted Thailand's international recognition for resolving statelessness but warned that such acts damage the country's reputation.

Mr Anutin added that Wiang Haeng has been a hub for citizenship fraud since 2011, with previous crackdowns and prosecutions.

"This is the first time a district chief involved in corruption has been charged, demonstrating our commitment--no matter the rank, action will be taken."
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                                Three Chinese men who fled from the KK Park scam complex in Myawaddy, Myanmar, were caught sneaking into Thailand near the border in Tak northern province on Thursday.
They were apprehended by soldiers from the Ratchamanu Task Force and border police patrolling along the border in tambon Mahawan in Mae Sot district.

The Chinese nationals, whose names were not revealed, admitted to sneaking into Thailand via a natural path. They were handed over to the Mae Sot police station for legal proceedings.

The KK Park complex sitting across from Mae Sot on the banks of the Moei River covers roughly 500 acres and is run by Chinese crime families.

The site is now controlled by Myanmar military forces, which have bombed dozens of buildings there since Oct 22. An operation on Thursday took place closer to the Thai side, forcing some Thai households to evacuate for safety reasons.

Despite the onslaught, Chinese scam syndicates have managed to avoid most of the fallout from the crackdown on KK Park by simply moving to other nearby locations in Myanmar, according to local reports. But the lower-level foreigners who worked there continue to straggle across the border.

Thai authorities on Wednesday reported 39 foreign nationals -- 34 males and five females -- fleeing from KK Park were caught illegally entering Thailand by foot. They were 12 Pakistanis,12 Kenyans, three Ugandans, three Vietnamese, two Indians, two Nepalis, a South Sudanese, an Egyptian, a Kazakhstani, a Burundian and a Rwandan.

[image: Some of the 39 fleeing foreigners arrested on Wednesday in Tak.]
Some of the 39 fleeing foreigners arrested by Thai authorities on Wednesday in Tak province.



Many of them reportedly said they had been invited to come to Thailand for call centre jobs as they could speak English, but after arriving in Bangkok they were diverted to Mae Sot to cross the border to Myanmar.

Their passports were taken away, and they were forced to work, without any channels to contact anyone or knowing where they were, they reportedly told Thai authorities.

In early November, the Thai army reported that more than 1,500 foreign nationals had fled from KK Park to Thailand since the Myanmar military operation began.

[image: Smoke rises from an explosion on Thursday made by Myanmar military forces in an operation to crack down the scam operations in the KK Park complex.]
Smoke rises from an explosion detonated by Myanmar military forces as part of their continuing crackdown on scam operations in the KK Park complex in Myawaddy on Thursday.
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                                Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra is growing "very stressed" behind bars and parole could be good for his health, his daughter Paetongtarn said on Thursday.
Thaksin's physical health was fine but as far as his mental health is concerned, "he might be very stressed", Ms Paetongtarn told reporters after visiting him at Klongprem Central in Chatuchak district of Bangkok on Thursday.

Thaksin has received more bad news this month in the form of two new legal developments: the decision to appeal his acquittal on lese-majeste charges, and a Supreme Court final order to pay 17.6 billion in taxes and interest from his Shin Corp share sale in 2006.

As well, the Ministry of Justice has revised regulations on the transfer of inmates out of prisons, which some observers viewed as an attempt to keep Thaksin behind bars so that he could not influence the next general election expected in March.

Asked if she thought the ministry's move was politically motivated, Ms Paetongtarn said she had withdrawn further from politics since the Constitutional Court dismissed her from the prime ministership on Aug 29 over a now-infamous phone call with former Cambodian leader Hun Sen.

The Pheu Thai Party, closely associated with the Shinawatra family for more than two decades, was now under new leadership and can function on its own, she said. "I must take care of my father mentally," she added.

She declined to comment when asked about the unexpected decision by the attorney-general to appeal the ruling that acquitted Thaksin of lese-majeste in August. The case concerned an interview he gave in 2015 to a Korean newspaper, in which he said privy councillors had supported the 2014 coup that ousted his sister Yingluck Shinawatra.

The family also faces the task of raising the 17.6 billion baht needed to comply with Monday's Supreme Court order. It ruled that Thaksin was the ultimate beneficiary of the sale of Shin Corp shares to the Singapore state investment firm Temasek, even though the shares were nominally held by two of his children through an offshore holding company.

The Supreme Court sent Thaksin, 76, to jail on Sept 9 to serve its previous one-year sentence for conflict of interest and abuse of authority while he was prime minister from 2001 to 2006.

The court did not consider his prolonged stay in a VIP suite at Police General Hospital in Bangkok from August 2023 as actual imprisonment. It rejected claims of Thaksin's illness leading to and during the hospital stay.


	Related: Shinawatra woes imperil Pheu Thai
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                                Torrential rain has caused flooding in southern provinces of Nakhon Si Thammarat, Phatthalung and Surat Thani and will continue in the South until Sunday, forecasters say.
In Nakhon Si Thammarat, all schools in Muang district were closed on Thursday as floodwater was about one metre deep. Persistent rain over the past three days has also led to flooding in Phrommakhiri, Lan Saka, Sichon, Ron Phibun, Cha-uat and Tha Sala districts.

In Phatthalung, about 20 schools were closed as water levels were rising in Muang district. Elsewhere, floods hit Kong Ra and Sri Nakharin districts.

In Surat Thani, the Klong Yan Canal overflowed into communities and farmland in Khiri Ratthanikhom district. Flooding also happened in Chaiya and Don Sak districts.

Sugunyanee Yavinchan, director-general of the Meteorological Department, said heavy rain would continue in the South until Sunday due to the influence of the northeastern monsoon and a low-pressure system in the Gulf of Thailand and the South.

Meanwhile, temperatures would fall by one to two degrees Celsius in the North and the Northeast as cold air from China reached the upper South, she said.


	Related: Vietnam flood death toll reaches 16


              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3141128/floodweary-south-to-see-heavy-rain-through-sunday



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Analysts forecast rate cut in December                

                Thailand may avoid technical recession
              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: Foreign tourist arrivals are projected to total 32.4 million this year, down 9% from 2024. Maybank says muted tourism spending caused the largest services trade deficit in five quarters: 65 billion baht or 1.4% of GDP.]
                      
                                              
                          Foreign tourist arrivals are projected to total 32.4 million this year, down 9% from 2024. Maybank says muted tourism spending caused the largest services trade deficit in five quarters: 65 billion baht or 1.4% of GDP.                        

                                          

                  

                                Analysts increasingly expect the Bank of Thailand to cut the policy interest rate at its meeting next month after GDP growth fell to the weakest pace in four years in the third quarter amid weakening domestic demand, slower public investment and a tourism slump.
Therdsak Thaveeteeratham, executive vice-president of Asia Plus Securities, said third-quarter GDP was "quite low", falling 0.6% quarter-on-quarter for the first quarterly contraction in 10 quarters.

On an annualised basis, the economy expanded only 1.2% year-on-year, down from 2.8% growth in the second quarter and lower than the market forecast of 1.6%.

Government investment and spending declined 3.9% and 5.3% year-on-year, respectively, as a result of political instability, despite strong growth in consumption and exports.

Based on the central bank and National Economic and Social Development Council's 2025 GDP growth forecasts of 2.2% and 2%, fourth-quarter GDP is expected to grow at least 1.1% and 1% from the previous quarter to avoid a technical recession, he said.

"In the fourth quarter, we face risks from both flooding and trouble at the border with Cambodia, while the tourism recovery remains fragile," said Mr Therdsak.

If GDP contracts again in the fourth quarter, Thailand will fall into a technical recession. The central bank is expected to cut the interest rate in December to ease economic concerns, he said.

Kuala Lumpur-based Maybank said Thai economic growth fell more sharply than expected in the third quarter, charting the weakest pace in four years. The deceleration came as resilient exports recorded 10.8% growth, only partially offsetting weakening domestic demand.

Foreign tourist arrivals are projected to tally 32.4 million this year, down 9% from 2024. Muted tourism spending led services exports to contract by 10.7% in the third quarter, causing the largest services trade deficit in five quarters: 65 billion baht or 1.4% of GDP, according to Maybank.

The Malaysian financial group expects the Thai government to launch consumer subsidies in the fourth quarter by using carried-over fiscal resources to lift household spending, resulting in GDP growth of 1.2% in the final quarter of 2025.

Given the public debt ceiling of 70% of GDP and the need for long-term fiscal consolidation, there is little room for sizeable fiscal stimulus, Maybank said in a research note jointly prepared by director of macro research Erica Tay.

As a consequence, Thai policymakers are likely to "lean on rate cuts and administrative measures" to resolve non-performing loans, seeking to lift consumption and investment in 2026.

Maybank expects the central bank to cut rates by 25 basis points both in December 2025 and February 2026, with Thai GDP growth projected at a subdued 1.7%.
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                                The government has unveiled a "New Rice Economy" initiative aimed at elevating Thai rice to the premium segment in the global market.
Speaking after chairing a meeting of the National Rice Policy and Management Committee on Wednesday, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said the meeting approved in principle the development of measures under the concept "Thai Rice for the Future Economy" (New Rice Economy).

The short-term measures focus on managing the surplus of white rice, including a paddy absorption scheme for the 2025/2026 production year.

The target is 3 million tonnes of paddy, with a budget of 1.68 billion baht to absorb excess supply and release it in line with market conditions.

There are also plans to process the paddy into packaged rice for sale to agencies with real demand, such as the Department of Corrections, military units and other state agencies.

The meeting also endorsed long-term measures to improve the production structure, particularly studying the conversion of some off-season rice-growing areas to crops better suited to local conditions and market demand.

The proposed framework covers 1 million rai, with relevant agencies instructed to thoroughly review feasibility before implementation.

The plan encourages farmers to upgrade quality by shifting to premium rice varieties to increase product value, ensure market demand and raise consumer awareness of the distinctiveness of Thai rice, such as hom mali rice, geographical indication rice and other speciality varieties.

The initiative targets 200 farmer groups and has a budget of 120 million baht.

The plan also calls for developing rice seeds that match market demand, as the central region still lacks diverse high-quality varieties to replace hard-texture rice. The Rice Department was tasked with further study of this issue.

Mr Anutin said the global rice market remains highly volatile, and during the recent official visit to China, President Xi Jinping informed His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn that the mainland plans to purchase 500,000 tonnes of Thai rice, a positive signal for Thai rice prices.

In addition, Thailand agreed to sell 100,000 tonnes of rice and food products to Singapore in advance, he said.

The rice policy meeting acknowledged the global rice report for 2025/2026, with worldwide rice production plus beginning stocks (end of 2024/2025 stocks) totalling 729 million tonnes of milled rice.

Global consumption and trade demand tallied 604 million tonnes of milled rice, resulting in a surplus of 125 million tonnes, tamping down global rice prices.

As for Thailand, the total rice supply for 2025/2026 is projected at 27.3 million tonnes of milled rice, while domestic consumption, exports, stockpiling and seed use amount to 23.5 million tonnes.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3140898/new-rice-scheme-eyes-premium-position



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Two Miss Universe judges quit before Bangkok finale

									Organisers in damage control mode again, this time to deny claim contest is rigged
								

									Two judges have announced their resignation from the Miss Universe competition, with one arguing it was rigged, days before the pageant is set to crown its 74th winner in Bangkok.
									It is the latest controversy to roil the pageant after its top Thai organiser caused an outcry with a tirade against Miss Mexico, prompting several contestants to briefly walk out in protest.

On Tuesday, Omar Harfouch, a Lebanese-French composer, said on Instagram that he had resigned from the eight-member judging panel, accusing the competition of being a "charade" that lacks transparency.

His most striking claim was that the contest has a second group of judges who make decisions in secret about who makes the final. The Miss Universe Organization has denied the claims.

Hours later, a second judge, former French football star Claude Makelele, said on Instagram that he would not attend the contest, citing "unforeseen personal reasons".

"This was a difficult decision, as I hold Miss Universe in the highest regard," he added.

Miss Universe, started by a California swimwear company in 1952, is one of the best-known international beauty pageants.

The Miss Universe Organization owns the brand and makes money by licensing it to national organisations and selling broadcast rights. Demand from broadcasters and sponsors has declined in recent decades as audiences lost interest in beauty pageants.

This year's contest is scheduled to conclude on Friday at Impact Muang Thong Thani in Nonthaburi after the preliminary competition on Wednesday night.

In his posts, Harfouch wrote that he had discovered an "impromptu jury", formed to select 30 finalists out of the 136 participants without the knowledge of the eight judges.

He said some members of the group, whom he did not name, have personal relationships with the contestants.

Harfouch said that after confronting the organisers about this, they published a list of names involved in the selection process. He said he resigned after a conversation with Raul Rocha Cantu, the president and co-owner of the Miss Universe Organization, about what he called the "lack of transparency in the Miss Universe voting process".

The Miss Universe Organization, in a statement, denied the existence of an second set of judges. "All competition evaluations continue to follow the established, transparent and supervised MUO protocols," it said, using an acronym for the organisation.

It accused Harfouch of making a "public mischaracterisation of the program" and said the list of names it published was the selection committee of an unrelated social impact initiative.

The organisation did not respond to Makelele's announcement and did not respond to a request for comment from The New York Times.

The judges' departures came weeks after a number of contestants walked out after Nawat Itsaragrisil, a Thai businessman who co-owns the Miss Universe Organization, scolded Fatima Bosch, Miss Mexico, for not taking part in some promotional activities.

The following day, Nawat apologised. Cantu rebuked Nawat, saying he would not allow contestants to be "attacked and humiliated".


	This article originally appeared in The New York Times
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                                The Thai oil and gas conglomerate PTT Plc is considering offloading its stake in an electric vehicle (EV) joint venture as it seeks to improve cash flow and brace for a sluggish Thai and global economy next year.
"We plan to sell shares and assets to earn an additional 100 billion baht from the fourth quarter of this year to the end of 2026," chief executive Kongkrapan Intarajang said on Wednesday.

PTT and Taiwan-based Hon Hai Precision Industry Co, known globally as Foxconn, established Horizon Plus in 2021 to produce EVs for Chinese companies, in a deal worth $1 billion. PTT initially held 60% of the venture before cutting its stake to 40%.

"The EV plant hasn't been built yet and may not be built for a few years," Mr Kongkrapan said. A higher stake would give Hon Hai more flexibility in making decisions about the plant, he said.

PTT has been carrying out an asset monetisation programme since the start of this year, earning 47 billion baht in the first nine months.

Mr Kongkrapan said the company is also preparing to adjust shareholding in its petrochemical business by inviting interested businesses to invest.

"PTT will continue to be the major shareholder of this business," he said, adding that a conclusion on a new share structure is expected next year.

For non-oil business, PTT plans to have its Global Power Synergy power generation arm reduce its shareholding in an EV battery joint venture with China-based Gotion Co.

The battery factory started operations in 2023.

PTT is also planning to adjust its shareholding in its PTT Tank Terminal subsidiary, which oversees petroleum transport and storage.

"The asset moneisation is expected to significantly strengthen our liquidity amid a projection of low oil and gas prices caused by oversupply next year," said Mr Kongkrapan.

As well, the company aims to boost its liquefied natural gas (LNG) business by exploring new sources and making long-term purchase contracts.

LNG is a key fuel for power plants and industries in Thailand.

PTT also plans to buy more LNG for reselling in the Asian region, aiming to increase volume from 2.2 million tonnes to 10 million tonnes by 2030.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3140641/ptt-ready-to-walk-away-from-ev-venture



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  40-baht day pass for two Bangkok rail lines imminent                

                Scheme could begin on Purple and Red lines on Dec 1 if approved by cabinet next week
              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: Commuters wait for a Purple Line train at Talad Bang Yai station in Nonthaburi. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)]
                      
                                              
                          Commuters wait for a Purple Line train at Talad Bang Yai station in Nonthaburi. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)                        

                                          

                  

                                The Ministry of Transport will seek cabinet approval next week for a 40-baht flat-rate daily pass for the Purple and Red electric train lines.
The Ministry of Finance agrees with the approach and the budget required for the scheme, which would offer unlimited trips for 40 baht a day.

The current 20-baht flat fare for single trips on the Purple and Red lines will end on Nov 30.

"To ensure continuity and avoid disruptions for commuters, the transport ministry will propose to the cabinet a shift to a 40-baht all-day pass, starting with the Purple and Red lines," said an official who asked not to be named.

In principle, the project would be reviewed annually to ensure compliance with the State Financial and Fiscal Discipline Act for budget allocation, noted the source.

Funding to subsidise the flat-fare programme is expected to come from the government's central budget for fiscal 2026. The project requires significantly less funding than previously estimated because it is limited to the Purple and Red lines.

Authorities have been debating various ways of bringing down fares on the capital region's rapidly expanding commuter rail network. One proposal was to have a 20-baht flat fare for single trips across 10 lines, which would have required up to 7 billion baht a year in subsidies.

The 40-baht day pass would require a lower public subsidy. It would benefit frequent riders more, but the majority of users typically travel round-trip rather than one-way, making the 40-baht pass cost-effective, said the source.

A 40-baht all-day fare covering all lines, meanwhile, would require amendments to the concessions held by operators of the BTS and MRT systems. The finance and transport ministries are still reviewing and revising the relevant contracts.

Several options are being considered, including establishing a fund to buy back concessions, with preliminary estimates placing the total cost at 100 billion baht.

Potential funding sources include allocations from the government budget, revenue from the transport sector, and infrastructure funds.
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                                The Michelin-starred Bangkok restaurant Raan Jay Fai has defended its policies in the face of another social-media flap, this time alleging discrimination against Thais.
In a TikTok video posted on Monday, a customer recounted arriving at the world-famous shophouse restaurant at 7am to queue for a table reservation, holding position number three for a party of five.

When the restaurant opened two hours later, the customer said a staff member refused to seat the incomplete party, insisting all members must be present first.

The customer was directed to stand in a new queue despite offering to order food while waiting, adding that her friends would be arriving in 10 minutes.

The customer claimed that the staff member also told her that if her friends arrived and she did not dine with them, it would be a problem, and suggested the customer display better etiquette.

The customer said that in her experience, foreign guests, including her foreign friends, received more courteous treatment at Raan Jay Fai. The way she was treated felt discriminatory based on appearance and nationality, she added.

After a wait of nearly three hours, the party was eventually seated. The customer further complained: When the group ordered one bottle of cola and two glasses, staff allegedly refused, saying glasses would be provided once they purchased a bucket of ice.

Restaurant responds

A day after the online complaint emerged, the daughter of the restaurant's owner responded on 3PlusNews, explaining that the no-seating policy for incomplete parties has been in place for years. 

She cited operational concerns: incomplete parties had previously occupied tables for one to two hours before ordering, or remained seated for hours after ordering, displacing other customers.

As for the alleged inflammatory remarks, she said they were directed at hired line standers, not ordinary customers, and were intended as a deterrent against such behaviour.

If the communication caused the customer any discomfort, she said, an apology was warranted, but there was never any intentional discrimination.

Raan Jay Fai found itself in the middle of another social-media storm in August, when an influencer complained about being charged 4,000 baht for the eatery's signature crab omelette, which is normally priced at 1,500 baht.

The restaurant apologised for the misunderstanding, saying a more costly crabmeat was used, which should have been made clear to the customer. It was subsequently fined 2,000 baht by the Department of Internal Trade.

Jay Fai, located in a small soi off Mahachai Road in Phra Nakhon district of Bangkok, received one star in the inaugural Bangkok 2018 Michelin Guide and has retained the star ever since.

Its 81-year-old owner -- real name Supinya Junsuta -- has become a celebrity among foodies worldwide and she was the subject of a film documentary that had its premiere in Bangkok in June.
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                                WASHINGTON - The jobless rate in the United States crept up in September 2025 even as hiring exceeded analyst expectations, according to a delayed employment report published Thursday after a record-long government shutdown.
The world's biggest economy added 119,000 jobs in the month -- up from August -- but the unemployment rate edged up from 4.3% to 4.4%, said the Labour Department.

Meanwhile, revised data for August showed that the employment situation was gloomier than originally estimated, with the economy shedding 4,000 jobs, rather than adding 22,000 as had been reported.

Thursday's publication marks the first official snapshot of the overall labor market's health in over two months, due to a 43-day government shutdown that only ended last week.

But this also means that the data is backward-looking, at a time when the jobs market has been weakening amid mass firing of federal workers and the turmoil from President Donald Trump's multiple tariffs on imports.

Nonetheless, this will be the last monthly employment report before the Federal Reserve's policy meeting in December where officials will decide whether to make a third consecutive interest rate cut.

A weakening jobs market could nudge the Fed towards further rate cuts to boost the economy, but the central bank is also trying to keep inflation in check.

In September, job losses occurred in transportation and warehousing, as well as in federal government -- even as there were gains in areas like health care.

Federal government employment dropped by 3,000 and is down by 97,000 since reaching a peak in January, Thursday's report added.

Average hourly earnings rose by 0.2% to US$36.67 in September.

The overall hiring figure was higher than analysts expected, with surveys of economists by Dow Jones Newswires and The Wall Street Journal expecting job gains of 50,000 instead.

Even if Thursday's report is months late, "it nonetheless gives us information about what's going on in the economy recently," Dan North of Allianz Trade North America told Agence France-Presse (AFP).

This is especially important since the government shutdown put various official data releases -- ranging from inflation to retail sales -- on pause.

The stoppage also hit the collection of some survey data, the Labour Department said, meaning it will not be able to publish October's unemployment rate.

Instead of releasing a full October jobs report, available data will be put out alongside November's figures.

"The collection period for November 2025 data will be extended, and extra processing time will be needed," the department said, adding that these figures will now be published on Dec 16 this year.
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                                Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas says he will submit the "Thailand Fast Pass" project -- an initiative aimed at expediting domestic investment -- to the economic cabinet on Monday.
Delivering a keynote address at FTI Outlook 2026 on the topic "Policy Vision for Thailand's Economic Transformation" on Wednesday, he said Thailand Fast Pass would serve as an executive-branch mechanism to accelerate investment by businesses that have already received investment promotion certificates, enabling them to proceed with actual investment more swiftly.

During the first nine months of this year, investment promotion applications reached 1.3 trillion baht, a 94% increase compared with the same period last year. These applications span a range of sectors including food processing, electronics, circuit board manufacturing, data centres, electric vehicles (EV), automation, wellness, and advanced medical services.

However, of the 1.3 trillion baht in approved projects, 470 billion baht's worth was ready for immediate investment this year but remains stalled due to various domestic approval processes. Thailand Fast Pass is intended to accelerate real investment activity, with the expectation that it will unlock at least 300 billion baht in capital expenditure.

Mr Ekniti added that transforming Thailand also demands transformation of people and technology. On human capital, aside from government initiatives to upskill small merchants under the Khon La Khrueng co-payment scheme, the government will also provide upskilling through the competitiveness enhancement fund. This will be carried out in partnership with the private sector, tailoring training programmes to industry needs, with the state covering all training costs. The target is to train 100,000 people within four months.

Regarding technology, Mr Ekniti said the state can utilise investment mechanisms such as public-private partnerships (PPP) and the Thailand Infrastructure Fund to undertake projects without placing additional pressure on the national budget.
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                                Analysts increasingly expect the Bank of Thailand to cut the policy interest rate at its meeting next month after GDP growth fell to the weakest pace in four years in the third quarter amid weakening domestic demand, slower public investment and a tourism slump.
Therdsak Thaveeteeratham, executive vice-president of Asia Plus Securities, said third-quarter GDP was "quite low", falling 0.6% quarter-on-quarter for the first quarterly contraction in 10 quarters.

On an annualised basis, the economy expanded only 1.2% year-on-year, down from 2.8% growth in the second quarter and lower than the market forecast of 1.6%.

Government investment and spending declined 3.9% and 5.3% year-on-year, respectively, as a result of political instability, despite strong growth in consumption and exports.

Based on the central bank and National Economic and Social Development Council's 2025 GDP growth forecasts of 2.2% and 2%, fourth-quarter GDP is expected to grow at least 1.1% and 1% from the previous quarter to avoid a technical recession, he said.

"In the fourth quarter, we face risks from both flooding and trouble at the border with Cambodia, while the tourism recovery remains fragile," said Mr Therdsak.

If GDP contracts again in the fourth quarter, Thailand will fall into a technical recession. The central bank is expected to cut the interest rate in December to ease economic concerns, he said.

Kuala Lumpur-based Maybank said Thai economic growth fell more sharply than expected in the third quarter, charting the weakest pace in four years. The deceleration came as resilient exports recorded 10.8% growth, only partially offsetting weakening domestic demand.

Foreign tourist arrivals are projected to tally 32.4 million this year, down 9% from 2024. Muted tourism spending led services exports to contract by 10.7% in the third quarter, causing the largest services trade deficit in five quarters: 65 billion baht or 1.4% of GDP, according to Maybank.

The Malaysian financial group expects the Thai government to launch consumer subsidies in the fourth quarter by using carried-over fiscal resources to lift household spending, resulting in GDP growth of 1.2% in the final quarter of 2025.

Given the public debt ceiling of 70% of GDP and the need for long-term fiscal consolidation, there is little room for sizeable fiscal stimulus, Maybank said in a research note jointly prepared by director of macro research Erica Tay.

As a consequence, Thai policymakers are likely to "lean on rate cuts and administrative measures" to resolve non-performing loans, seeking to lift consumption and investment in 2026.

Maybank expects the central bank to cut rates by 25 basis points both in December 2025 and February 2026, with Thai GDP growth projected at a subdued 1.7%.
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                                The government has unveiled a "New Rice Economy" initiative aimed at elevating Thai rice to the premium segment in the global market.
Speaking after chairing a meeting of the National Rice Policy and Management Committee on Wednesday, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said the meeting approved in principle the development of measures under the concept "Thai Rice for the Future Economy" (New Rice Economy).

The short-term measures focus on managing the surplus of white rice, including a paddy absorption scheme for the 2025/2026 production year.

The target is 3 million tonnes of paddy, with a budget of 1.68 billion baht to absorb excess supply and release it in line with market conditions.

There are also plans to process the paddy into packaged rice for sale to agencies with real demand, such as the Department of Corrections, military units and other state agencies.

The meeting also endorsed long-term measures to improve the production structure, particularly studying the conversion of some off-season rice-growing areas to crops better suited to local conditions and market demand.

The proposed framework covers 1 million rai, with relevant agencies instructed to thoroughly review feasibility before implementation.

The plan encourages farmers to upgrade quality by shifting to premium rice varieties to increase product value, ensure market demand and raise consumer awareness of the distinctiveness of Thai rice, such as hom mali rice, geographical indication rice and other speciality varieties.

The initiative targets 200 farmer groups and has a budget of 120 million baht.

The plan also calls for developing rice seeds that match market demand, as the central region still lacks diverse high-quality varieties to replace hard-texture rice. The Rice Department was tasked with further study of this issue.

Mr Anutin said the global rice market remains highly volatile, and during the recent official visit to China, President Xi Jinping informed His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn that the mainland plans to purchase 500,000 tonnes of Thai rice, a positive signal for Thai rice prices.

In addition, Thailand agreed to sell 100,000 tonnes of rice and food products to Singapore in advance, he said.

The rice policy meeting acknowledged the global rice report for 2025/2026, with worldwide rice production plus beginning stocks (end of 2024/2025 stocks) totalling 729 million tonnes of milled rice.

Global consumption and trade demand tallied 604 million tonnes of milled rice, resulting in a surplus of 125 million tonnes, tamping down global rice prices.

As for Thailand, the total rice supply for 2025/2026 is projected at 27.3 million tonnes of milled rice, while domestic consumption, exports, stockpiling and seed use amount to 23.5 million tonnes.
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                                Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun has met with the largest importer of Thai rice in the US to explore opportunities to expand the Thai market share and discuss strategies to mitigate the effects of US tariffs on Thai goods.
The talks on Monday with Royce Nicolaisen, chief executive of Otis McAllister Inc, focused on market expansion for Thai rice, including Thai hom mali rice and other potential varieties, the ministry said.

The duo also talked about the impact of US tariffs on imports and logistics costs, and recommendations for addressing them, as well as the competitiveness of Thai goods in the US. The pair shared information on market demand and support the Thai government can offer the company.

She said the Commerce Ministry will collaborate with Rice Hub to leverage data on Thai rice flavour profiles, characteristics and stories to enhance product value and highlight the diversity of Thai rice varieties. Rice Hub is a centre that provides information on characteristics of the Thai grains.

Mrs Suphajee said given rising global uncertainty from climate and geopolitical factors, Thailand is positioning itself as a food security hub to strengthen the competitiveness of Thai products in the global market.

She invited Mr Nicolaisen to visit Thailand during the first few months of 2026 to join trade negotiations under the Exclusive Incoming Mission, aimed at increasing trade volume and creating new business partnerships for both sides.

In 2024, Otis McAllister imported a record 118,000 tonnes of Thai rice, valued at more than $151 million.

The company has an extensive distribution network across leading mainstream retailers, major wholesalers and food service channels throughout the US, as well as Asian and Hispanic supermarkets.

Moreover, Otis McAllister reported significant growth in Thai canned fish and identified rising demand for other Thai products such as pineapple and dried tropical fruit.

The company is eager to collaborate on promotional activities for Thai rice, such as producing content on YouTube and TikTok featuring celebrity chefs and influencers creating dishes with Thai rice, and organising events in restaurants and retail locations to increase awareness and popularity among younger consumers.

Mrs Suphajee said Hispanic consumers in the US are leaning towards healthier products, aligning with Thailand's strengths, particularly in rice, herbs and high-quality processed foods.

This shift presents an opportunity for Thailand to expand in this market segment, she said.
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                                Siam Paragon, one of Bangkok's most influential retail landmarks, has unveiled its ambitious overhaul as it marks 20 years at the heart of the capital's shopping.
The retail complex, which opened in 2005 and quickly emerged as a symbol of Thailand's modern economic rise, is rolling out new luxury flagships and experiential zones as part of a new vision called "A Journey of Extraordinary Dreams".

Siam Paragon intends to defend and expand its role as a driver of Thailand's tourism and retail sectors, which collectively account for more than a fifth of the nation's GDP.

Backed by its long-standing partnership between Siam Piwat Group and The Mall Group, the property has consistently drawn tens of millions of visitors annually and helped shape Bangkok's identity as a regional lifestyle capital.

"Siam Paragon aims to reinforce its position as a global destination and a prototype for experiential excellence in the years ahead," said Thanaporn Tantiyanon, managing director of Siam Paragon Shopping Centre.

"The brand's new promise -- 'Be Extraordinary, Live Extraordinary, Dream Extraordinary' -- will steer our next chapter of transformation," she said.

"Our commitment to pioneering the extraordinary remains unchanged. We will continue to create world-class immersive experiences that elevate the way people live, connect and dream."

Voralak Tulaphorn, chief marketing officer of the Mall Group, said Siam Paragon's strength lies in its continued focus on "experiential value design," with key anchors such as Beauty Hall, Gourmet Market and Power Mall helping to shape a lifestyle ecosystem that mirrors evolving consumer aspirations.

The 20-year reinvention is framed under the concept "Paragon of Extraordinary Worlds", built on four pillars redefining the mall's focus areas: luxury, gastronomy, future innovation, and experience.

Siam Paragon maintains the largest share of Thailand's luxury retail market, roughly 70%, and reports the country's highest revenue per square metre.

More than 70 luxury maisons occupy 20,000 sq m of retail space, with brands including Bulgari, Cartier, Chanel, Dior, Hermes and Louis Vuitton set to expand with multi-storey flagships over the next two years.

Recent openings such as ACNE STUDIOS have posted record-breaking global sales.

The retail giant hosts more than 700 restaurants and cafes, including first-in-Thailand concepts such as D&G Caffe and Bacha Coffee. New offering EATELIER Dining Entertainment, which integrates art, fashion, music and food, aims to deepen experiential dining for both local and international visitors.

A significant portion of the revamp focuses on next-generation learning and innovation spaces. NEXTOPIA, a 15,000 sq m co-creation hub built with more than 50 organisations and 30 creative communities, aims to serve as a model for future urban lifestyle ecosystems.

Meanwhile, SCBX NEXT TECH promotes digital literacy, encouraging Thais to build a "smarter, better, richer" society.

Entertainment anchors remain central to the mall's draw. SEA LIFE Bangkok, one of Southeast Asia's largest aquariums, attracts 2.5 million visitors annually.

The arrival of MELAND, an indoor edutainment attraction, is expected to increase foot traffic, while new art installations, light displays and music-led programmes complement refreshed services built on personalisation and upgraded staff uniforms.

Retail and tourism leaders expect the renewed Siam Paragon to continue anchoring Bangkok's appeal to both visitors and investors at a time when Thailand is competing to strengthen its position as a global tourism and lifestyle hub.

"Siam Paragon has long served as a cultural, commercial and creative anchor for Bangkok," Mrs Thanaporn said.

Ms Voralak said the overhaul reflects broader national ambitions.

The plan aims to ensure Siam Paragon remains one of Asia's most influential retail complexes in an era of shifting consumer behaviour, rising regional competition and an acceleration towards immersive, integrated experiences, she said.

In line with this 20th anniversary celebration, Siam Paragon and its department stores joined forces to offer exclusive shopping privileges and the chance to win grand prizes totalling more than 25 million baht.
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                                Central Restaurants Group Co Ltd (CRG) has partnered with Lucky Suki's owner on a goal of reaching 5 billion baht in revenue and expanding to roughly 120 branches nationwide within three years.
CRG made a 40% investment in Miracle Planet Co Ltd, owner of the "Lucky Suki" and "Lucky BBQ" brands.

This strategic partnership brings together the strengths of two dynamic organisations, aiming to accelerate nationwide expansion and elevate Thailand's food service industry to the next level.

Miracle Planet is projected to achieve total sales of 5 billion baht by 2028.

Nath Vongphanich, president of CRG, said this partnership marks another milestone in CRG's long-term growth strategy.

CRG sees tremendous potential in the buffet-style sukiyaki restaurant segment and is confident in the strong momentum of the Lucky Suki and Lucky BBQ brands, which have established a solid customer base and a clear market position in Thailand, he said.

"CRG will apply its expertise in food business management, technology, and an extensive partner network to support Miracle Planet's steady and accelerated growth both in performance and business expansion, strengthening the brand sustainably for the long term," Mr Nath said.

He said the company intends to grow the brands aggressively across Bangkok and nationwide, targeting 20-25 new branches per year.

Within three years, the company aims to have 100-120 branches across Thailand, significantly increasing customer accessibility and supporting the ambitious revenue target.

Rosarin Tiyavarapan, executive director of Miracle Planet, said this partnership will enable the company to grow in a more structured, scalable and sustainable manner.

The company's goal is not just to expand branches, but to build a strong business foundation and standards that support long-term growth, she said.

"CRG is a strategic partner who will elevate our potential and strengthen brands across all dimensions, ensuring they become a trusted name associated with quality, reliability, and excellence throughout every step of the customer journey," said Ms Rosarin.
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                  Centara Life Osaka bolsters CHR's Japan portfolio                

                              

                                Centara Hotels & Resorts (CHR) announces the signing of Centara Life Osaka, marking the group's second property in Japan and strengthening its presence in one of Asia's most dynamic hospitality markets.
Located in the heart of Osaka, the 300-key hotel is situated near multiple train and subway stations, about 450 metres from Centara Grand Hotel Osaka.

Beyond supporting Centara's long-term international expansion strategy, this close proximity should foster a shared ecosystem between the two Osaka properties, enhancing operational efficiency, guest experience synergies and brand awareness in Japan, according to CHR.

The property is slated for a comprehensive refurbishment before reopening under the Centara Life brand in the second quarter of 2026.

Centara Life Osaka caters to both business and leisure travellers seeking modern amenities in a vibrant urban setting.

The total project value is estimated at Y=12.7 billion (2.65 billion baht), comprising Y=5.3 billion (1.11 billion baht) in equity investment -- jointly funded on a 50:50 basis by Central Plaza Hotel Plc and Taisei Corporation -- and roughly Y=7.4 billion (1.54 billion baht) in project financing.

Thirayuth Chirathivat, chief executive of CHR, said following the success of Centara Grand Osaka, this new property offers another opportunity to share Centara's distinctive hospitality in one of Asia's most vibrant cities.

"Together with the valued partner, Centara aims to deliver a modern, lifestyle-focused experience while creating meaningful synergies between the company's two Osaka properties," he said.
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                  Investing in the global healthcare revolution                

                Lifespan, wellness and biotech fields offer exciting opportunities
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                                The global healthcare sector is undergoing a profound transformation, one shaped by demographic pressures, rapid technological breakthroughs and shifting economic power centres. As populations age, chronic diseases proliferate and patients demand more personalised care, governments and investors alike are recalibrating priorities.
At the core of this shift are precision medicine, longevity science and artificial intelligence (AI)-powered diagnostics; a group of megatrends redefining what healthcare means. It is no longer just about treating illness, but rather extending healthy lifespans, enabling proactive wellness and harnessing data to predict problems before they emerge.

Precision medicine continues to accelerate as genetic sequencing becomes cheaper and more accessible. The cost of sequencing a genome, once millions of dollars, is now within reach for consumers and insurers, enabling clinicians to tailor treatment plans based on individual genetic profiles.

Oncology remains the leading application, but the approach is expanding into cardiology, neurology and autoimmune diseases. Pharmaceutical companies are shifting pipelines towards targeted therapies and companion diagnostics, creating new investment opportunities in genomics platforms and bioinformatics companies.

Complementing this is longevity science, an emerging field that is transitioning rapidly from fringe research to mainstream commercial opportunity. Longevity biotech firms are experimenting with senolytics, epigenetic reprogramming, stem cell therapies and metabolic interventions aimed at slowing the biological ageing process.

Countries such as Singapore, the US and the United Arab Emirates are investing heavily to position themselves as hubs for longevity research and high-end therapy delivery. For investors, longevity sits at the intersection of pharma, wellness and preventive care, offering both scientific excitement and massive market potential driven by ageing societies.

Finally, AI in diagnostics is shifting from promise to deployment. Algorithms now assist radiologists, process pathology slides, analyse retinal images and flag anomalies in electrocardiogram and genomic data at scale. Health systems in developed markets are integrating AI triage into frontline care to reduce clinician burden, while emerging markets use AI to compensate for workforce shortages.

Over the next decade, AI is expected to become a standard layer in nearly every diagnostic workflow, from imaging to laboratory medicine, creating sustained demand for cloud infrastructure, data harmonisation tools and regulatory-compliant AI models.

SOUTHEAST ASIA'S ROLE

Southeast Asia is quietly rising as a critical node in global healthcare production and research. Nations such as Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam and Singapore are strengthening capabilities in medical device manufacturing, clinical trial hosting and generic pharmaceuticals, positioning the region as both a cost-efficient manufacturer and a strategically important innovation partner.

Thailand and Malaysia already serve as major production hubs for latex gloves, surgical supplies and increasingly sophisticated devices such as diagnostic equipment and implantables. Vietnam's rapid industrialisation and improving regulatory environment are attracting foreign manufacturers diversifying away from China. Meanwhile, Singapore remains the region's high-tech anchor, hosting R&D centres for global pharma and medtech companies and running advanced Phase I and II clinical trials.

Southeast Asia is also becoming an attractive destination for clinical research, driven by genetic diversity, supportive policy landscapes and competitive operational costs. International drug developers value the region for its treatment-naive patient pools and efficient recruitment rates: two factors that significantly shorten trial timelines.

In pharmaceuticals, India remains the dominant global supplier of generics, but Southeast Asian nations are expanding capacity. As global players diversify supply chains to reduce geopolitical risk, Southeast Asia stands to gain significant investment.

INVESTMENT FLOWS

Venture capital has increasingly targeted healthtech startups, spanning telemedicine, AI-enabled diagnostics, remote monitoring and digital pharmacy logistics. While global funding slowed somewhat during the 2022-23 tech correction, the sector remains resilient due to structural demand and government interest. Startups using AI to reduce healthcare costs, increase access or streamline clinical workflows continue to attract robust investment.

In parallel, medical tourism is evolving from budget-driven procedures to high-tier integrated wellness experiences. Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore lead the market in Southeast Asia, offering cosmetic surgery, cardiology, orthopaedics, fertility treatment and wellness retreats.

Post-pandemic, patients seek destinations that combine world-class care with hospitality and lifestyle value. Investors are now eyeing specialised facilities such as longevity centres, recovery-focused resorts and integrated diagnostics clinics to capture higher-margin global clientele.

In the US, investment momentum is strongest in biotech, AI-enabled care delivery and value-based care models. The US remains the world's deepest healthcare market, with unmatched R&D spending and the highest adoption rates for new therapies, making it fertile ground for early-stage biotech, speciality pharma and medtech innovators.

Europe offers a contrast: a more regulated but stable environment with growing interest in digital therapeutics, cross-border clinical research and precision diagnostics.

THAILAND'S PROMISE

Thailand stands out as one of Asia's most promising healthcare investment destinations. Its dual strength in medical tourism and healthcare manufacturing, alongside a maturing biotech ecosystem, positions it as a regional leader.

Bangkok's top private hospitals, internationally accredited and technologically advanced, attract millions of medical tourists annually, especially from the Middle East, China and regional neighbours. The country is evolving beyond conventional procedures to offer regenerative medicine, stem cell therapies and wellness-oriented longevity programmes. Investors are increasingly partnering with hospitals to build specialised centres of excellence.

On the industrial front, Thailand is a major global supplier of disposable medical products and is expanding into higher-value medical devices. Government policies such as the Thailand 4.0 initiative support R&D in biotech, pharmaceuticals and cell/gene therapy. The Eastern Economic Corridor aims to become a flagship hub for advanced manufacturing and clinical innovation.

With a growing middle class and a rapidly ageing population, domestic demand for healthcare services, from digital health apps to senior living facilities, is accelerating. For global investors, Thailand offers an attractive mix of strong infrastructure, medical expertise and export competitiveness.

As the global healthcare revolution accelerates, investors have an expanding landscape of opportunities, ranging from AI platforms and biotech breakthroughs to supply chain hubs and specialised medical tourism. With Southeast Asia's growing role and Thailand's strategic emergence, the region is poised to become an indispensable part of the world's health and longevity economy.

Rewin Pataibunlue is a Founding Partner and Group CEO at PrimeStreet Group, an investment banking, strategic management consulting and alternative fund management firm based in Bangkok.
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                  PTT ready to walk away from EV venture                

                Thai energy conglomerate could sell entire stake to Foxconn as part of plan to improve cash flow
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                                The Thai oil and gas conglomerate PTT Plc is considering offloading its stake in an electric vehicle (EV) joint venture as it seeks to improve cash flow and brace for a sluggish Thai and global economy next year.
"We plan to sell shares and assets to earn an additional 100 billion baht from the fourth quarter of this year to the end of 2026," chief executive Kongkrapan Intarajang said on Wednesday.

PTT and Taiwan-based Hon Hai Precision Industry Co, known globally as Foxconn, established Horizon Plus in 2021 to produce EVs for Chinese companies, in a deal worth $1 billion. PTT initially held 60% of the venture before cutting its stake to 40%.

"The EV plant hasn't been built yet and may not be built for a few years," Mr Kongkrapan said. A higher stake would give Hon Hai more flexibility in making decisions about the plant, he said.

PTT has been carrying out an asset monetisation programme since the start of this year, earning 47 billion baht in the first nine months.

Mr Kongkrapan said the company is also preparing to adjust shareholding in its petrochemical business by inviting interested businesses to invest.

"PTT will continue to be the major shareholder of this business," he said, adding that a conclusion on a new share structure is expected next year.

For non-oil business, PTT plans to have its Global Power Synergy power generation arm reduce its shareholding in an EV battery joint venture with China-based Gotion Co.

The battery factory started operations in 2023.

PTT is also planning to adjust its shareholding in its PTT Tank Terminal subsidiary, which oversees petroleum transport and storage.

"The asset moneisation is expected to significantly strengthen our liquidity amid a projection of low oil and gas prices caused by oversupply next year," said Mr Kongkrapan.

As well, the company aims to boost its liquefied natural gas (LNG) business by exploring new sources and making long-term purchase contracts.

LNG is a key fuel for power plants and industries in Thailand.

PTT also plans to buy more LNG for reselling in the Asian region, aiming to increase volume from 2.2 million tonnes to 10 million tonnes by 2030.
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									Ukraine braces for its fourth winter of war								

															

																Ukraine is about to enter its fourth winter of war with Russia. The fleeting hopes for an American-brokered ceasefire and an end to the grinding conflict have faded as the days grow shorter, the nights grow colder and the shadows grow longer.
Since Vladimir Putin launched the invasion in February 2022, the war has seen seesaw battles and fluctuating morale. Russia, despite its superior numbers, has failed to secure a decisive victory, while Ukrainian defenders -- despite their resolve and bravery -- are reaching breaking point in sectors of the long and largely static frontline.

Ukraine's resilience is tested daily by withering Russian air raids, some involving more than 450 lethal drones, aimed at destroying and degrading power-plant infrastructure and killing civilians. Kyiv remains a primary target, but countless cities across the country -- which is roughly the size of the US state of Texas -- face relentless strikes.

Ukraine has responded by hitting a key oil terminal in the Russian port of Novorossiysk, causing infrastructure damage and igniting a fire.

It is no cliche to say the trenches resemble the First World War, with two armies facing each other as artillery thuds and gunfire pierces the day. What is different, of course, is the scale of drone warfare wreaking widespread destruction. In October alone, Russia launched 268 ballistic missiles and 5,300 Iranian-made Shahed drones at Ukraine. Moscow has been targeting electric and gas facilities in eastern Ukraine near the disputed Donbas region, plunging millions into darkness.

"As civilians in Ukraine head into another winter, the increase in attacks on energy infrastructure and resulting power outages heightens risks for the population," said Danielle Bell, head of the United Nations Monitoring Mission in Ukraine.

Civilian casualties from January to October 2025 were 27% higher than during the same period last year. "The number of casualties for the first ten months of 2025 (12,062) has already exceeded the total for all of 2024 (9,112)," the report said. Since Russia's full-scale invasion, there have been 53,006 civilian casualties, including 14,534 deaths, according to UN monitors.

These figures do not include the millions of displaced people and Ukrainian refugees.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres again urged a full, immediate and unconditional ceasefire as the first step towards a just and lasting peace that respects Ukraine's sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity.

Yet in the midst of the conflict, the number of Ukrainian men of military age leaving for Europe has risen sharply. German Chancellor Friedrich Merz said: "I asked the Ukrainian president to ensure that young men from Ukraine in particular do not come to Germany in ever-increasing numbers, but rather serve in their own country." He called for a halt to the nearly 2,000 military-age Ukrainians entering Germany each week.

Even before the war, Ukraine had long struggled with corruption. Recently, close associates of President Volodymyr Zelensky were charged in a US$100 million embezzlement case involving the energy sector. Several ministers implicated in the wrongdoing are believed to be close to the president.

Corruption is corrosive in any country, especially one engaged in a life-or-death struggle. Transparency International ranks Ukraine 105th out of 180 countries; Russia stands at 154, near the top of the global corruption index.

Meanwhile, eight Nordic and Baltic countries have contributed $500 million to an air-defence programme for Ukraine. The Trump administration has pressed NATO partners to share the burden through the "Prioritized Ukraine Requirement List" (PURL), under which allies purchase US-made equipment to send on to Ukraine.

"Denmark is helping to ensure that Europe takes even greater responsibility for making critical American weapons capabilities available to Ukraine. The joint Nordic-Baltic donation package shows that we stand together in support of Ukraine. Continued support for Ukraine is directly linked to Europe's security," said Danish Defence Minister Troels Lund Poulsen. US supplies to Ukraine, however, have significantly depleted Washington's weapons stockpiles for other contingencies.

Ukraine is about to endure its fourth winter of war -- as many as this former Soviet republic faced during the Second World War. It is time for the United States and Europe to redouble their efforts to secure a ceasefire and initiate peace talks.

John J. Metzler is a UN correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism The Diplomacy of Divided Nations; Germany, Korea, China.'
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																The fresh appointment of former judge Narong Klunwarin as the new Election Commission (EC) chairman comes at a crucial time, with the country set to hold major election events, including national polls tentatively scheduled for June.
Other key contests include the Bangkok governor election in July and tambon administration organisation (TAO) elections nationwide. The national polls are under particular scrutiny as they will be held alongside a referendum on rewriting the charter.

On a 4-3 vote, Mr Narong, 65, was selected to replace incumbent EC chairman Itthiporn Boonpracong, whose term expired last August. He beat one other contender, Narong Rakroi, former governor of Uthai Thani, a political stronghold of the Bhumjaithai Party.

Mr Narong has an impressive track record. He served as chief justice of the Central Bankruptcy Court (2019-21) and later as a Supreme Court judge (2021-23).

Regardless of his credentials, his new role will be a formidable challenge given the fluidity of Thai politics. More importantly, he will face the pressure of potential political interference while managing high public expectations.

The new EC chairman will also face a baptism of fire over the high-profile allegations of senatorial poll rigging.

Many of the suspects who won their races in last year's selection and are now under scrutiny are so-called "blue senators" -- those allied with the Bhumjaithai Party. Can the poll agency make progress in probing more than 130 senators and key politicians in this long-running controversy?

Despite the money trail and other evidence provided by the Department of Special Investigation (DSI), the EC's probe has moved at a glacial pace. Worse than the delays are the irregularities that have emerged.

This week, the EC had to suspend an officer accused by an activist of receiving a 50-million-baht bribe last year in connection with the Senate election.

The DSI has launched a parallel investigation into money laundering related to the alleged rigging. It has questioned more than 1,200 witnesses and plans to summon eight people -- including some senators -- to hear money-laundering charges this week.

Perceived flaws in the EC's investigation have prompted a group of reserve senators to file a case against the eight individuals and a former EC chief with the Central Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct.

On Tuesday, the group lodged an appeal with the Supreme Court against its dismissal of their earlier petition to suspend 136 sitting senators allegedly involved in last year's contested Senate selection.

Led by Surachai Pornjindachote, the group said it was confident the original ruling contained several factual and legal errors that they aim to address in their appeal, particularly their argument that the 2024 Senate election has not yet been completed, as complaints remain unresolved.

All eyes are now on Mr Narong, who faces an uphill battle in restoring public confidence in the poll agency.

As a former judge, he is expected to use his expertise to strengthen the EC's investigative processes to ensure they are professional, neutral and transparent.

Above all, he must accelerate the pace of the investigations.

As a judge, he will know well that justice delayed is justice denied.
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																Stablecoins are on the rise in global finance, promising to facilitate faster and cheaper payments and lead a wave of financial innovation. But what if that wave erodes governments' control over money and debt, fundamentally reshaping how modern economies manage inflation, stabilise markets, and finance public spending?
This prospect has received surprisingly little public attention. As digital tokens backed by assets such as dollar deposits or US Treasury bills, stablecoins are redeemable on demand. When demand for them rises, issuers create new tokens and buy more Treasuries; when investors redeem tokens, those issuers must sell Treasuries. Stablecoin issuers thus are conducting their own miniature version of what the US Federal Reserve does: creating and withdrawing liquidity from the financial system. But unlike the Fed, they do so for profit, not public purpose.

The stock of dollar-denominated stablecoins outstanding has skyrocketed from US$138 billion (4.5 trillion baht) at the start of 2024 to $308 billion in October this year, and some financial institutions project that this figure could reach $2 trillion by the end of the decade. While the Bank for International Settlements (BIS) cautions that stablecoins fall short of serving the same functions as money, because they are not strictly interchangeable with central-bank currency, the passage of the US GENIUS Act may change these perceptions.

To the extent that stablecoins are seen as money, issuance backed by US Treasuries becomes a form of monetising debt. What this means for the money supply and the supply of loanable funds, however, depends on who is buying and selling. Domestic purchases will increase the money supply by the amount purchased, because the buyers get money-like stablecoins while the sellers of the backing assets get money from the buyers. But the total supply of loanable funds will remain unchanged. By contrast, if the stablecoin investor is in a country with limited holdings of US Treasuries, stablecoins may create capital inflows into the US to buy the Treasuries as backing assets, thereby increasing the supply of loanable funds.

Stablecoins also may change how policy signals reach the real economy. Traditional tools, like the federal funds rate or the interest the Fed pays on bank reserves, work through the banking system. But if households and firms hold stablecoins instead of bank deposits, these tools lose traction. An interest-rate hike may restrain bank credit but leave stablecoin liquidity untouched. Overall financial conditions would no longer move in sync with the Fed's policy decisions. And as stablecoins grow, this private influence on liquidity could weaken the Fed's grip on short-term interest rates, turning monetary policy into a reactive exercise rather than a steering mechanism.

Moreover, the government's seigniorage (its profit from creating money) is slipping away. The interest earned on Treasury assets backing stablecoins now flows to private issuers -- such as Circle and Tether -- instead of to the public purse. Over time, this pattern could reduce fiscal revenues and weaken coordination between monetary and fiscal policy. The BIS has shown that the stablecoin industry is already affecting short-term interest rates and Treasury-market liquidity, which means that the Fed must now monitor the actions of private issuers that it cannot control.

Stablecoins don't just disrupt monetary policy; they also reshape fiscal dynamics. Every dollar of stablecoin issuance translates into more demand for government debt. As automatic buyers of Treasury bills, stablecoin issuers are creating a captive market that suppresses yields.

Lower borrowing costs may sound appealing, but make no mistake: this is a form of financial repression, with private savings channelled into government debt at below-market rates. While the Treasury gets cheaper financing, the signals that normally reflect fiscal risks are suppressed. To the extent that real interest rates are below the rate required to maintain price stability, this will lead to higher inflation over time, or to higher short-term rates as an offset. The Treasury may look more fiscally sound than it is, because stablecoin demand has pushed down yields.

Yet if confidence in stablecoins falters and redemptions surge, the same mechanism works in reverse: issuers must sell Treasuries, yields will spike, and fiscal pressure will build. Worse, since stablecoin issuers would have no formal access to the Fed's emergency lending facilities in the event of a crisis, they would have to dump Treasuries. If the size of the stablecoin market lives up to expectations, the Fed would have to intervene to restore stability. Once again, the Fed would be backstopping private money that it doesn't control -- a repeat of the post-2008 "shadow banking" crises. Having elbowed its way partly into the regulatory tent, the politically connected crypto industry will have become too big to fail.

The more that stablecoin issuance grows, the less control the Fed and the Treasury will have over the levers of liquidity, debt pricing, and money creation. A handful of private companies will become "shadow central banks," determining how much digital money circulates and where it flows. They will profit from interest on Treasury assets while relying on the public sector for stability during crises. Once again, the gains will be privatised, and the losses socialised.

This dynamic could also undermine democracy itself, because it would mean that decisions about the creation and management of money -- a core public good -- are no longer the remit of accountable public institutions. Faced with such risks, the most dangerous thing that other central banks could do is to try to match US dollar stablecoins. That would simply expand the opportunities for regulatory arbitrage and even more implicit subsidisation. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Angus Armstrong is a research professor at the Institute for Global Prosperity at University College London, Director of Rebuilding Macroeconomics, and Chief Economic Adviser at Lloyds Banking Group. Dennis Snower is a visiting professor at University College London and a professorial research fellow at INET Oxford. He is a non-resident senior fellow at the Brookings Institution, an international research fellow at Oxford University's Said Business School, and a research associate at the Harvard.
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																A key element of child protection is to amplify the business sector's participation as a partner in the process. This is particularly challenging in regard to the expanding mass of child sexual exploitation and abuse materials (CSAM) in a world of digitalisation, algorithms and artificial intelligence (AI).
A recent report backed by the UN concerning the impact of AI on child sexual exploitation notes that Cyber Tipline received some 36 million CSAM reports in 2023. There are the traditional forms of exploitation, such as photos of children exploited in prostitution, pornography and human trafficking, now coupled with more modern forms, such as suggestive texts used for grooming children and livestreaming.

Sextortion, namely blackmail threatening children with exposure of sexual materials involving them, is also a worrying phenomenon in the expansive crucible of online scams and deception.

The advent of AI complicates the scenario. It can "nudify" ordinary pictures of children and adults by converting them into sexualised images. This might be ordered by a text to create an abusive new image or by manipulating an older image to become sexualised.

There then arises the question: what are the costs and benefits for the sector in harnessing its cooperation more effectively?

The preferred entry point is to follow the UN's Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, which underline the business sector's duty to respect human rights, especially through due diligence measures, and to share with the state the duty to remedy the harm to target groups. The state itself is under the duty to protect human rights, such as by adopting good laws.

There are at least two approaches to the due diligence advocated. On the one hand, voluntary measures on the part of the business sector can be promoted. Voluntary action from the sector is based on self-regulation ("soft law") such as business codes of conduct, community standards, terms of service (TOS) or contractual terms linked with TOS.

They can be coupled with oversight boards and personnel for content moderation, and technological tools and filters to block illegal and harmful content. The sector is encouraged to produce due diligence reports as a monitoring tool for harm prevention and mitigation, to use "notice and take down" requests to delete such content, and to make a range of remedies available.

On the other hand, the state or a regional organisation to which it belongs (such as the European Union) might seek to impose stricter measures by means of legislation ("hard law") such as online safety and child protection laws, a digital services act or AI related-regulations, with mandatory reporting by the business sector to oversight mechanisms for the purpose of transparency, subject to hefty fines in the case of non-compliance. Australia's online safety law, effective from 2022, follows this approach. There might also be a mix of the hard law and soft law approaches.

How expensive is it for the business sector to be involved in such measures? Disaggregation of the various measures shows that expenses vary and do not need to be high.

For example, including a provision on child protection in the contractual terms of service does not necessarily impose an additional cost. Paradoxically, the cost might be incurred by the consumer who clicks "agree" without reading the contract terms! This implies that contractual terms need to be more reader-friendly and child-sensitive.

How expensive is adopting codes of conduct or community standards with provisions on child protection, and how costly is the oversight board, as well as the content moderators who help screen and take down illegal and harmful content?

Interestingly, one major digital platform gave its board about US$150 million (4.9 billion baht) a couple of years ago to help oversee the flow of materials on the internet and moderate abusive content.

However, the resources of that platform are in the billions. As for an individual content moderator, there is also subcontracting to technicians in developing countries to save costs, and a key consideration is the psychological support these people may need to mitigate the impact of having to review a plethora of abusive materials.

With regard to requests to take down objectionable content as part of a "notice and take down" channel, it should cost nothing (or very little) to the platform or the complainant; the request can be from the user to the platform or from the platform to the person/group responsible for the content or loading it.

How costly are the technological tools, such as filters, for identifying and eliminating these materials?

Some are free under open-source licences, while others can be costly. They range from filters to identify old abusive material, namely "hash matching", to language processing tools to identify sextortion. A tool for assessing the possibility of AI producing offensive material is known as "red teaming". At the same time, there is also a tool for labelling or watermarking AI-generated material for transparency, offered free to some developers.

As for due diligence reports, the cost of preparation by experts ranges from several thousand dollars for small platforms to substantial sums for mega-platforms. However, failure to submit such a report under hard law systems may result in substantial fines. The bottom line is that there is a need to integrate child protection measures into digital platforms and operations through a variety of means.

This is not necessarily expensive, as some facilities are free, e.g., various filters and technological tools available as open source. Bigger operations may need to meet higher standards, such as mandatory reporting requirements. Small operations may need assistance and incentives that the larger operations can offer, such as peer cooperation.

Where soft law (such as community standards) does not work or has a poor impact, a hard law (such as an online safety law, with mandatory reporting and related remedies) may be required. Multi-stakeholder action, including the business sector, is thus essential for child protection, with age-appropriate and gender-sensitivity.

Intrinsically, it makes good business sense for the sector to integrate child protection into its platforms because it is the right thing to do, builds responsible consumerism, and prevents harm that could lead to exponential accountability.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3140888/combatting-online-child-exploitation



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Partnering up for a resilient future								

															

																	
										
											
											
																									
													
																																					
																										
												
												[image: File photo dated Nov 12 shows members of the European Parliament attending a session in the hemicycle in Brussels. (Photo: AFP)]
											
																							
													File photo dated Nov 12 shows members of the European Parliament attending a session in the hemicycle in Brussels. (Photo: AFP)												

																					

									

																Europe and the Indo-Pacific find their futures increasingly interlinked in a world marked by geopolitical shifts, economic uncertainty, and intensifying strategic competition. Challenges ranging from growing pressure on the multilateral system intensified by Russia's war of aggression against Ukraine, to the weaponisation of trade and technology, and the accelerating climate crisis, are not dividing our regions. They bring us closer together. There is a greater need than ever for collective action to effectively address these common challenges.
When the European Union launched its Strategy for Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific in September 2021, the world looked different. Four years on, the strategy has become the backbone of a stronger, more engaged European presence in the region. The 4th EU Indo-Pacific Ministerial Forum in Brussels today and tomorrow is focusing on our cooperation to support our joint stability, prosperity and sustainability, while upholding international law, open trade and shared values.

Within the forum, the EU High Representative/Vice-President will convene a high-level event on the protection of critical maritime infrastructure. This underscores Europe's commitment to working with Indo-Pacific partners to safeguard vital sea lanes and undersea networks that underpin global stability and connectivity.

The EU is stepping up its contribution to the security of the Indo-Pacific through new security partnerships and regular security dialogues, including on hybrid threats. Cooperation in naval activities such as Operation ASPIDES and Operation ATALANTA, as well as initiatives such as Critical Maritime Routes in the Indo-Pacific (Crimario) aim to ensure freedom of navigation and promote maritime security from Europe to the Indo-Pacific through the Red Sea.

Trade agreements with Japan, South Korea, Singapore, Vietnam, New Zealand, and Kenya have already deepened economic integration, while negotiations have concluded with Indonesia and are advancing with Australia, India, Thailand, the Philippines, among others.

The EU's Global Gateway initiative is delivering sustainable, high-quality infrastructure, working hand in hand with partners in the region and involving the private sector. Together with Thailand, our objective is to promote secure connectivity, mobilise sustainable investments while fostering the twin green and digital transition, and delivering the sustainable development goals.

Together, we are promoting a model of growth that is environmentally sustainable, inclusive, and climate resilient. The EU also shares the Indo-Pacific's ambition for a green and blue future. From supporting the 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent to advancing Green Alliances with Japan, Kenya, Philippines, Republic of Korea and 15 Pacific island countries as well as Just Energy Transition Partnerships with Indonesia, South Africa and Vietnam. Europe stands with Indo-Pacific nations in their efforts to build climate resilience, protect biodiversity, and achieve net zero by 2050.

Europe's engagement in the Indo-Pacific is not only about policies but also about people. Over 23,000 students and professionals have already benefited from EU-funded exchanges since 2021. The EU's cultural, educational, and health partnerships and Erasmus+ mobility and research collaboration are building the foundations of lasting friendship and trust between our societies.

In an increasingly fragmented and polarised geopolitical environment, building and consolidating partnerships that reduce our common vulnerabilities and strengthen our mutual resilience are central pillars of the EU's vision and engagement in the world.

The EU and its 27 member states have recently reaffirmed that the EU's strategic engagement in the Indo-Pacific aims to uphold the multilateral system and the rules-based international order with full respect for international law, including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. Respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity of all countries remains the cornerstone of a future stable and peaceful world. Russia's illegal war of aggression against Ukraine is a stark reminder of the fundamental importance of standing up for international law together.

In an era of growing uncertainty, the EU and its member states are reliable, long-term partners. The Indo-Pacific Ministerial Forum in Brussels this week will be another opportunity to deepen our cooperation and work together to turn today's challenges into opportunities for shared peace, resilience and prosperity.

Sara Rezoagli is Charge d'Affaires a.i. of the European Union to Thailand.
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																For decades, the international community has operated under the illusion that climate action and development are different pursuits, each with its own goals, institutions, and funding mechanisms. This approach has hindered progress on both agendas.
The world leaders gathered in Belem, Brazil, for the United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP30) must recognise this and begin transforming the fragmented, underperforming climate-finance system into an integrated framework that delivers on both climate and development objectives. As they embark on this process, it is worth considering the main takeaways from "Policy-Driven Climate and Development Finance: Strategies for Equitable Solutions", the forthcoming volume of essays that I edited.

While making the global financial architecture more equitable and efficient is a long-term project, delegates at COP30 can take important steps forward. First, they must deliver a replicable and scalable model for climate finance that translates pledges into predictable flows, provides measurable results, and allows for country ownership. This is necessary to narrow the climate-finance gap, especially because developing countries will require between US$5.1-6.8 trillion through 2030 to meet their contributions, while their adaptation needs are 10-18 times greater than international public-finance flows.

COP30 must also focus on efficiency. The climate-finance system is not only underfunded but also fragmented. Developing countries are forced to navigate an ever-growing number of funds, each with its own procedures and reporting requirements. This bureaucratic thicket, coupled with co-financing conditions and weak coordination among institutions, can delay projects for years, while too much money is wasted on transaction costs.

At the heart of this inefficiency lies the cost of capital. Green investments often come with high interest rates for developing economies. According to the International Energy Agency, the cost of financing green energy in developing countries can be 2-3 times higher than in advanced economies, constraining the pace of the low-carbon transition. This disparity is less about risk and more about structural biases.

The G20 has recognised the problem and recently hosted a high-level dialogue with the African Union on debt sustainability, the cost of capital, and financing reforms. The group must now deliver viable solutions: more dynamic and liquid local capital markets, financial instruments that reduce currency risk, and de-risking mechanisms that attract private investors on fair terms. Multilateral development banks should reform mandates and risk frameworks to provide more cheap capital.

But increasing efficiency also requires injecting a new sense of urgency into the process. For communities at risk of being displaced by floods and droughts, a year-long approval cycle for climate financing can turn a disaster into a catastrophe. COP30 must push for accelerated disbursement standards, simplified access procedures, and other measures to streamline operations.

Lastly, there is the question of fairness. The majority of climate-finance flows are concentrated within the G20 and focused on mitigation. At the same time, developing countries are grappling with unsustainable debt burdens, which have crowded out climate and development spending.

The 11 recommendations by the UN Secretary-General's Expert Group on Debt offer a roadmap for addressing this silent debt crisis. The proposed reforms cover three broad areas: restructuring and modernising the multilateral financial system; providing borrowing countries with technical and capacity-building assistance; and encouraging borrowers to adopt more effective strategies for debt management. Implementing these recommendations would help low- and middle-income countries redirect resources towards investment in sustainable growth.

Instruments such as debt-for-climate and debt-for-nature swaps can complement these efforts by ensuring that financial relief is linked to climate and environmental protection and creating fiscal space for spending on development goals.

Integrated finance is the only viable path forward, because a government that invests in climate action such as resilient agriculture or green transport is also advancing development goals. The global financial architecture must reflect that reality.

COP30 can bring about a move in this direction. Governments can commit to incorporating climate and development finance into their budgets. International institutions can begin to streamline rules, align metrics, and ensure transparency. And both public and private actors can expand the use of innovative tools -- from voluntary carbon markets to regional project platforms -- that support local transformation.

No country should have to choose between fighting poverty and fighting climate change. The shortcomings of the climate-finance architecture must be addressed. Public financial flows remain indispensable not only for equity, but also for leverage -- every dollar spent effectively can mobilise many more in private capital. Whether COP30 is considered a success largely depends on its ability to maximise the impact of these flows on climate and development outcomes. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Mahmoud Mohieldin, UN Special Envoy on Financing Sustainable Development and Co-Chair of the Expert Group on Debt, is a former minister of investment of Egypt (2004-10), former senior vice president of the World Bank Group, and former executive director of the International Monetary Fund.
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																The sudden shift in law enforcement against Thaksin Shinawatra raises pressing questions about whether the justice system is being wielded for political purposes.
What has raised eyebrows is a report on Monday that the Office of the Attorney-General (OAG) will now pursue a lese majeste case against Thaksin, reversing its decision over two months ago to drop this serious charge against the former PM. It was reported that the OAG's new chief, Ittiporn Kaewthip, will appeal the previous decision to acquit Thaksin of lese majeste charges stemming from a 2015 interview with a South Korean newspaper.

These developments only add twists and turns to how Section 112 is being applied to Thaksin. On Aug 22, the Criminal Court acquitted him, ruling that the interview criticised the coup and military figures but did not imply any royal involvement. The court found the prosecution's evidence insufficient to prove Thaksin's guilt.

Subsequently, political activists asked OAG to appeal. But a month later, on Sept 27, the OAG decided not to appeal the lese majeste charge against Thaksin. The decision was based on a vote by the Section 112 Committee in OAG, which is tasked with reviewing all lese majeste cases nationwide. It cannot go without saying that Mr Ittiporn, at that time, was a deputy and chairperson of the Section 112 Committee, who abstained from voting. The authority to decide rests with the OAG's chief.

This all begs the question about what standards our law enforcers have used in interpreting lese majeste acts and how they are enforced.

Over the past several years, the lese majeste law has been criticised for being used to control and harm political opponents, thereby undermining the monarchy's institutions that it is meant to protect. A number of political activists, many of them young people, have been jailed under such a charge.

For years, critics and lawmakers have tried and failed to reform this law to fix its loopholes, such as reducing incommensurate severe penalties and addressing legal text that leads to broad interpretation.

The court and law-enforcement decisions on Thaksin's lese majeste cases have now lent weight to these concerns.

Right after reports came out on Monday, ex-massage-parlour-tycoon-turned-politician Chuwit Kamolvisit said there is a "deliberate plan" to prevent Thaksin from leaving prison before the upcoming election. He claimed the OAG's decision to appeal Thaksin's acquittal effectively bars him from applying for special parole. Such allegations have gained ground, especially as yesterday Justice Minister Pol Lt Gen Rutthapon Naowarat ordered the Department of Corrections to revise the rules on special parole.

Needless to say, the OAG's new chief needs to come clean with the public about why the OAG decided to pursue the lese majeste case against Thaksin after the criminal court ruling earlier cleared him, and about the OAG's earlier decision not to appeal against it.

The public needs to understand how justice is being done.
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																Rising anger in the Philippines over a huge corruption scandal has forced out two ministers from President Ferdinand Marcos Jr's cabinet, testing his administration's efforts to restore public trust and investor confidence.
The revamp underscores Mr Marcos's determination to press ahead with his corruption crackdown, even as allegations touch his own allies. It also reflects growing pressure on the president from the graft claims linked to flood-mitigation projects in one of the world's most typhoon-prone countries.

Whether it's enough to arrest deteriorating sentiment is unclear. The unfolding scandal, which Mr Marcos first exposed in July, caused economic growth to slump in the third quarter and has weakened both the peso and stocks. The cabinet reshuffle adds a new layer of uncertainty, analysts say, and could put Philippine assets under renewed pressure.

Markets were largely steady yesterday, with the peso off 0.1% at 58.98 to the dollar at 10.55am in Manila, and the main stock index up 0.2%. Still, the Philippines' benchmark stock index has fallen 11% this year, bucking gains across the region, with the MSCI Asia Pacific Index up 23%. Manila is the world's third-worst-performing stock market this year, according to data compiled by Bloomberg.

"The resignation of two cabinet officials may help defuse the situation because the budget controversy happened under their watch, but it will not dissolve public anger and frustration," said Bob Herrera-Lim, managing director of risk consultancy Teneo. The crisis will likely persist through early next year, and the outcome hinges on whether those involved in graft will be held to account regardless of their links to Mr Marcos, he said.

Executive Secretary Lucas Bersamin and Budget Secretary Amenah Pangandaman resigned on Monday, "after their departments were mentioned in allegations related to the flood control anomaly" and "to allow the administration to address the matter appropriately", Presidential Communications Office Undersecretary Claire Castro said.

Finance Secretary Ralph Recto will replace Mr Bersamin, and Budget Undersecretary Rolando Toledo will step up to become officer in charge for the budget department, filling Ms Pangandaman's shoes. Mr Marcos has tapped Frederick Go, currently special assistant to the president for investment and economic affairs, as the nation's new finance chief, replacing Mr Recto.

Mr Bersamin denied any involvement in the graft allegations on flood-control projects when his name was mentioned at a Senate inquiry in September. Ms Pangandaman last week rejected claims by a former lawmaker implicating her in 100 billion pesos (about 55 billion baht) of project spending that Mr Marcos had allegedly ordered to be included in the 2025 budget.

After Mr Marcos accepted her resignation, Ms Pangandaman said she believes it's "the most honourable path to allow our nation to move forward with clarity and unity".

Ex-Congressman Zaldy Co, who's also at the centre of some of the allegations himself, has meanwhile accused Mr Marcos of receiving 25 billion pesos in kickbacks, a claim the president's office has labelled "propaganda".

Economists said the overhaul underscores elevated political risk in the Philippines.

Pantheon Macroeconomics' Miguel Chanco noted the anti-corruption drive continues to unsettle markets and that fiscal consolidation had already fallen behind schedule under Mr Recto's watch. Robeco's Asia sovereign strategist, Philip McNicholas, said the negative market reaction reflects uncertainty over replacements, though he added that Mr Marcos's push to investigate graft could ultimately be viewed as a governance positive.

It's the second major reshuffle in Mr Marcos's cabinet since he took office in 2022. He made changes to his economic team in January last year when he named Mr Recto as finance head. In May, he asked his entire cabinet to resign to "recalibrate" his administration after an underwhelming performance by his allies in the Senate election. But he ended up keeping his economic team, only replacing his foreign affairs secretary.

The scandal has implicated many lawmakers, officials and contractors, all of whom have denied wrongdoing. The list included Mr Marcos's cousin, Congressman Martin Romualdez, who quit as speaker of the House of Representatives in September.

The latest revamp shows Mr Marcos is acknowledging that the "centre of governance needed re-anchoring", said Ederson Tapia, a professor of public administration at the University of the Philippines. Making Mr Recto the executive secretary places a "stabilising force" at the presidential palace as he "understands both policy logic and political temperature", Prof Tapia said. Mr Go, as finance chief, "signals a pivot towards managerial discipline and tighter economic stewardship at a moment when public confidence is visibly frayed", he added.

The cabinet changes were announced on day two of a rally by an influential church group that drew some 600,000 people. The sea of protesters, many wearing white shirts printed with Transparency for a Better Democracy, converged at the historic Rizal Park in Manila, with thousands having camped out after Sunday's gathering, where 650,000 people joined.

On Monday, Vice President Sara Duterte said Mr Marcos is facing a "crisis of confidence, especially in the way these corruption investigations are being handled, which appear to lack both direction and resolve".

At the church rally, Senator Imee Marcos, a staunch Duterte supporter, accused her brother and her family of being drug users. Ms Castro, the president's press officer, said Ms Imee's accusation has no basis and questioned her motive. A separate, smaller rally organised by a group led by retired military officers and known supporters of the Duterte family saw protesters carrying tarpaulins with "Marcos Resign Now" emblazoned on them.

The religious group, Iglesia ni Cristo, widely known for voting as a bloc during elections, supported the Marcos-Duterte tandem, but ties between the two politicians have collapsed over policy differences. Iglesia ni Cristo cut short a planned three-day rally that was supposed to conclude yesterday, according to police.

Companies in the Philippines have also started to weigh in, with six representative groups pressing for action.

Groups, including the Management Association of the Philippines and the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry, say: "We urge public institutions to ensure policy stability, uphold the rule of law and address corruption quickly and decisively." Bloomberg

Manolo Serapio Jr is Bloomberg Manila Bureau Chief. Ditas Lopez is a Reporter, Bloomberg News.
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									War everywhere else, but none at all in East Asia								

															

																Russia has its endless war in Ukraine, Africa has the Sudanese civil war, the US is on the brink of invading Venezuela, India and Pakistan had a brief (non-nuclear) war in South Asia, and Israel bombed Iran, Qatar, Syria, Lebanon and the Gaza Strip. Well done, everybody! No, wait a minute -- where's East Asia?
Not a single one of the East Asian countries -- China, Japan, the two Koreas and Taiwan -- has fired a shot in anger all year. Indeed, there has even been a shortfall in the production of bloodcurdling threats in the region.

The worst anybody could come up with was a statement last week in parliament by Japan's new prime minister, Sanae Takaichi, that a Chinese attack on the island of Taiwan could amount to a "survival-threatening situation". It might even trigger a military response by the Japanese armed forces. The Chinese reply is just as blunt and equally ritualistic.

"Should the Japanese side fail to draw lessons from history and use force to intervene in the Taiwan question," said Chinese defence ministry spokesman Jiang Bin, "it will suffer a crushing defeat against the steel-willed People's Liberation Army".

If you're looking for trouble, a further provocation came with the announcement on Saturday that South Korea will begin building nuclear-powered attack submarines in collaboration with the United States.

North Korea is already building similar nuclear-powered subs, and it may well equip them with nuclear weapons. Pyongyang already has land-based nukes, while South Korea has none. Nevertheless, there is still little public enthusiasm for nuclear weapons in either Japan or South Korea, and few people lie awake worrying about imminent war in either country.

People do worry about China and Taiwan, although it has been many decades since those two countries fought each other. Indeed, in a sense, they have never really fought: the losing side in the 1945-49 civil war just retreated to the island of Taiwan while continuing to insist that it was the legitimate government of the Republic of China (ROC).

The communist victors of the civil war renamed the country the People's Republic of China (PRC). They control the entire mainland and claim Taiwan as well, but they have never ruled there. Most citizens of Taiwan are quite happy about that, since Taiwan is a democratic country, but the PRC's rulers insist that it must one day submit to rule from Beijing. Seventy-six years on, this frozen conflict remains the one wild card in what is otherwise a very stable political status quo in the region.

The only plausible scenario for a second Korean civil war would be a sudden collapse of the North Korean regime, which is most unlikely. Japan is still war-averse and would leave any military action to stop a Chinese invasion of Taiwan to its American ally. And the Taiwanese themselves, outnumbered 70-to-1 by the mainlanders, would never start a war.

That leaves only China as the credible initiator of a war -- and Xi Jinping, China's president-for-life, always insists that the PRC has the right to "reunite" Taiwan and China by force if other means fail. What has deterred Beijing from doing that for the past 75 years is the high probability that the US would come to Taiwan's defence.

Since the US established diplomatic relations with the PRC in the 1970s, there has not been a guarantee for Taiwan, just a nod-and-a-wink sort of promise, but Mr Xi, like all his predecessors, has taken it very seriously. What puts it in some doubt now is the very rapid growth of the Chinese economy and especially the Chinese armed forces.

This has enabled China to build military forces that might be able to get an invasion force across the 180km of open ocean separating the mainland and Taiwan if the US doesn't intervene. Many armchair strategists have started calculating how many aircraft carriers the US Navy would lose if it sent them into the Strait of Taiwan.

They are barking up the wrong tree. Taiwan's land defences need some work, but it is a very big island with few usable beaches, and its submarines and missiles would decimate Chinese sea transports. Meanwhile, the bulk of the US Navy would be 1,000km offshore in the western Pacific and the South China Sea, blocking all ocean-borne trade to and from China.

No nukes, no conquest of Taiwan, and a dodgy future for the regime in Beijing that rolled the dice. The current regime in Beijing are not fools, so East Asia will probably remain at peace.
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																Thailand registers an average of 1.7 million new motorcycles each year and is the world's fifth-largest producer, with more than 80% of output sold domestically.
This underscores the strength and scale of the domestic market, which should, in principle, be capable of supporting the shift towards electric motorcycles.

Yet despite substantial government incentives and growing momentum in the electric vehicle (EV) sector, electric motorcycles have not experienced the same level of adoption as electric cars. The gap raises an important question: Why has progress been so limited, despite clear policy ambitions and financial support?

Missed targets

Under the government's "30@30" plan, Thailand wants 30% of all vehicles made by 2030 to be zero-emission. For motorbikes, that means 675,000 produced each year and 650,000 on the road.

To get there, the government launched two subsidy schemes: EV3.0, which gives 18,000 baht per bike, and EV3.5, which offers 5,000 to 10,000 baht. This is the same incentive model for electric cars.

But the results have been uneven. Electric cars are racing ahead, while electric motorbikes are barely moving.

Between January 2019 and September 2025, only 79,674 electric motorbikes were registered, according to the Department of Land Transport. That's a mere 0.0069% out of 11.57 million new motorbikes in total.

In contrast, battery electric cars soared to 241,492 new registrations, making up 6.22% of all new private cars. And the growth keeps surging. In just the first nine months of 2025, electric cars already made up more than 21% of all new registrations. Clearly, subsidies that worked for cars have fallen flat for motorbikes. Why aren't Thai riders switching? What's holding the market back?

The reasons go beyond price. The real issue lies in the total cost of ownership. And the lack of infrastructure and ecosystems to support electric motorbikes.

Yes, electric motorbikes are cheaper to run and maintain. But the overall cost isn't necessarily lower once you add time, convenience, and battery limitations. Charging takes longer than filling a tank. Furthermore, a single charge doesn't go very far, far shorter than a full tank of fuel.

For delivery riders and motorbike taxis who ride 150 to 250 kilometres a day, that means charging two or three times daily and losing valuable work hours waiting around.

Battery swapping services have emerged to solve this, but they're still few and far between. Importantly, battery technology needs major improvement: higher capacity, faster charging, and longer life.

Riders also worry about one big expense waiting down the road from battery replacement, which can cost nearly as much as the bike itself.

Infrastructure is another big hurdle. Public charging points and battery-swapping stations are scarce, especially outside major cities.

Even worse, there is no common standard for batteries or charging connectors. Each motorbike brand has its own systems. Therefore, each manufacturer must invest in separate infrastructure. This is costly and inconvenient when users cannot share charging networks across brands.

Then there's the question of consumer confidence. Many riders still doubt how well electric bikes handle Thailand's hot weather, heavy rains, and flood-prone roads. Repair shops are also in short supply, with few mechanics trained in electric systems. Financing doesn't help either. Hire-purchase plans for electric bikes are far more limited than petrol ones, making it harder for low-income riders, the largest group of users, to make the switch.

Amid these challenges, there's a surprising turn: Thai brands are now outperforming foreign competitors.

From 2019 to 2025, 92 electric motorbike brands entered the Thai market. Only 47 remain this year. Here's the surprise: among the top 10 best-selling brands, eight are Thai. Together, they make up nearly 80% of the market.

Why? Because Thai manufacturers understand Thai riders.

In China, most electric bikes are slow-speed models for short, city rides. Thailand, however, is a market for high-speed motorbikes. Thai brands can better answer the riders' need for performance and endurance that match local conditions, from bumpy roads to tropical storms.

This gives local brands a rare edge and a golden window for the government to help them grow stronger.

What needs to change?

To make the shift to electric motorbikes happen, the government needs a clear, coordinated plan to tackle both structural barriers and consumer behaviour.

The government must set a national standard for batteries and charging ports, so all brands can use the same infrastructure. This would cut costs and make charging networks viable. It must also expand public charging and swapping stations, especially in cities and secondary towns, to save riders time.

Supporting research and development is equally vital. Local firms need help improving battery life, performance, and reliability.

Meanwhile, financing support is key. More flexible loans or credit options could help thousands of riders afford electric bikes for the first time.

And finally, consumer confidence. Riders need to know what they buy will last. That means a stronger product certification system, longer warranties, and reliable after-sales service.

In the longer run, tax incentives and subsidies for companies which produce key components domestically -- especially batteries and other essential parts -- will help build a strong supply chain, boost competitiveness, and help Thailand emerge as a regional leader in this industry.

If the government gets this right, it won't just help the country cut carbon. It could turn the electric motorbike industry into a homegrown powerhouse, becoming the country's new growth engine. Thailand has the market, the makers, and the motivation. All it needs now is the government's will to fix what's broken and put electric motorbikes on the move.

Note: The author thanks Associate Professor Dr Yossapong Laoonual and Atichart Rotjanakorn, PhD, for their collaboration and valuable suggestions for this article.

Nattaphorn Buayam is a researcher fellow at the Thailand Development and Research Institute (TDRI). Policy analyses from the TDRI appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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									New movies out this week: Nov 20-26

									Stephen Schwartz has written two brand new musical numbers for 'Wicked For Good'
								

									New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

In die Sonne schauen (Sound Of Falling)

Directed by Mascha Schilinski.

Who's in it? 

Hanna Heckt, Lena Urzendowsky and Susanne Wuest.

What's it about? 

A remote German farm harbours generations of secrets. Four women, separated by decades but united by trauma, uncover the truth behind its weathered walls.

Why watch it? 

Official submission of Germany for the Best International Feature Film category of the 98th Academy Awards in 2026.

[image: ]

The First Ride

Directed by Nam Dae-joong.

Who's in it?

Kang Ha-neul, Kim Young-kwang and Cha Eun-woo.

What's it about? 

Four lifelong friends-Tae Jeong, Do Jin, Yeon Min, and Geum Bok-dreamed of an epic trip abroad, but life got in the way. Years later, older but not necessarily wiser, they finally embark on their long-overdue journey.

[image: ]

Kishibe Rohan wa Ugokanai Zange-shitsu (Thus Spoke Kishibe Rohan: At A Confessional)

Directed by Kazutaka Watanabe.

Who's in it? 

Issei Takahashi, Andrea Bellacicco and Alessandro Bressanello.

What's it about? 

While on vacation in Venice, author Rohan Kishibe is mistaken for a priest and hears the confession of a horrific crime.

Why watch it? 

Remake of "Thus Spoke Kishibe Rohan: Thus Spoke Kishibe Rohan 16: At a Confessional" (2019).

[image: ]

The Ugly

Directed by Yeon Sang-ho.

Who's in it? 

Park Jeong-min, Kwon Hae-hyo and Shin Hyun-been.

What's it about? 

A son investigates the truth behind his missing mother's disappearance forty years earlier, leading him on a journey through his family's traumatic past and uncovering dark secrets.

Why watch it?

Based on a graphic novel by the director Sang-ho.

[image: ]

Wicked For Good

Directed by Jon M. Chu.

Who's in it? 

Cynthia Erivo, Ariana Grande and Jeff Goldblum.

What's it about? 

Elphaba, the future Wicked Witch of the West and her relationship with Glinda, the Good Witch of the North. The second of a two-part feature film adaptation of the Broadway musical.

Why watch it? 

Stephen Schwartz has written two brand new musical numbers that will be featured.

[image: ]

Ta Khon  (The Cursed Mask)

Directed by Puwadon Naosopa.

Who's in it?

Panuwat "Mos" Sopradit, Mondop "Bank" Heamtan and Boonsong Nakphoo.

What's it about?

A young man in the Northeast of Thailand whose deaf sister mysteriously disappears on the day of the Phi Ta Khon tradition which corresponds to the mystery of a corpse with a severed mouth according to the ancient beliefs of "The Sripanta Family". Will "faith" help him to encounter his sister again?

Why watch it?

The official teaser has been very popular online, garnering more than 1 million views in just four hours. 

[image: ]

Tin Soldier

Directed by Brad Furman.

Who's in it? 

Scott Eastwood, Jamie Foxx and Nora Arnezeder.

What's it about? 

A former agent is recruited by the government for a dangerous mission that will force him to confront a past he would rather forget.

Why watch it? 

Christian George (FBI Special Agent Yates) suffered a severe leg injury just prior to filming his scenes. The writers modified the script to incorporate his injury and then allowed the cast to ad lib lines.

[image: ]

Warfare

Directed by  Alex Garland and Ray Mendoza.

Who's in it?

Joseph Quinn, D'Pharaoh Woon-A-Tai and Cosmo Jarvis.

What's it about? 

A platoon of Navy Seals embark on a dangerous mission in Ramadi, Iraq, with the chaos and brotherhood of war retold through their memories of the event.

Why watch it? 

Names of the real Sean team members were changed in the film to protect their identities as some are still serving in the military or preferred to remain anonymous. The only names that weren't changed in the film are: Ray Mendoza and Elliott Miller. 



Premieres on Nov 23

[image: ]

NiziU Live with U 2025 "New Emotion: Face To Face"

What's it about? 

The concert will be held at Nippon Budokan in Tokyo, Japan, and the performance will be broadcast live to cinemas. 

Why watch it?

Living up to its title, the tour gives audiences the chance to discover new sides of NiziU while also highlighting the closeness between the members and their fans.
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									Orange is the new black

									The right amount of Pro in the new iPhone 17
								

									Colour may just be the most talked-about thing about the iPhone 17 Pro.  
									






[image: ]

One of the new colours for the Apple iPhone 17 Pro is Cosmic Orange and is immensely popular in Thailand. 

[image: ]

Though the phone also comes in Deep Blue, which looks fantastic and not just because I have it, and Silver. For the first time in years, no black iPhone Pro is available, though that isn't a bad thing. Though the question of the hour is that those with the bright orange phone, how long before you get sick of it?

This is Apple's first complete design of the iPhone, beginning with the swap for aluminium from titanium. it has also stopped the 128GB option for the iPhone 17 Pro, raising the price at the entry level of the phone. The 6.3-inch screen size comes as no shock to me, as I've upgraded from an iPhone 16 Pro Max. 

Despite Apple's reassurance that "scratchgate" can be wiped off, I haven't bothered to test it and have a TechWoven case on it. My only minus is that the phone isn't as heavy as the iPhone Pro Max and I've added the MagSafe Wallet to add to the weight. I like big things, I cannot lie. But this has led me to notice that the new wallets stain quite easily and are harder to clean. 

After a month and more of usage, I am not too sure about the battery life, as some days it lasts longer and other days it doesn't. Though this would be due to the type of usage, as I do tend to take a lot of videos. The charging is super fast with a lightning cable...another huge win for Apple, which has lagged behind in fast charging compared to other brands.

[image: ]

This leads to praise for the camera, as I always save the best for last. Equipped with a 48MP Fusion main camera, a 48MP ultrawide and a 48MP 4x telephoto lens on the back, the iPhone 17 Pro leaves noting to the imagination. Even the front camera has been upgraded to an 18MP. The zoom on this phone is unreal and every time I am taking a picture of the moon, I am left in awe... at the zoom, not so much the moon. That's saying a lot!

The only minus for me with the camera is that while I have still to adjust to a smaller phone, somehow the same angled photographs don't fit in the frame of Instagram stories... talk about first world problems. Portrait photography is taken to the next level on this phone, as is the focus. I'm tempted to take passport pictures on it. 

[image: ]

I need to mention that this is also the first smartphone that lets you turn from a portrait to a landscape mode without turning the phone 90 degrees, while taking a selfie. And a huge shout out to the dual video mode, because while what I am filming is beautiful, I can also look amazing while doing it. Think sunrise or sunset videos with the glow of the sun on your face at the same time. Win, win and win! 

The iPhone 17 Pro, like all the iPhone 17 models, comes with iOS 26, which is a major update to the Lock Screen and Home Screen, making them more personal and expressive than ever. The new design with Liquid Glass makes apps and system experiences more expressive. Apple Intelligence translates text and audio on the go with Live Translation in Messages, FaceTime and Phone. iOS 26, which is also how Apple will name all future updates, is basically the iOS 18, but named after the year, also introduces new features in CarPlay, Apple Music, Maps and Wallet, as well as Apple Games, a brand-new app that gives players a single destination for all their games.

If you use a phone predominantly to take photos and videos on a daily basis, this is the phone for you. Though it does well with gamers, too. I'm happy with my iPhone 17 Pro just for one simple reason -- the ability to capture life as it happens has gotten so much better. 
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									Memory chip crunch could drive up smartphone prices

									Insatiable demand from AI data centres is snarling supply chains
								

									TOKYO - Shoppers could face higher prices for phones, laptops and other devices next year, manufacturers and analysts warn, as AI data centres gobble up memory chips used in consumer electronics.
									The world's biggest tech companies are ploughing head-spinningly huge sums into building the hardware that powers artificial intelligence tools like ChatGPT.

Their insatiable demand is snarling up a supply chain kept tight on purpose by chipmakers who are keen to avoid price drops that dent profits, experts say.

In 2026, supply chain pressure for memory chips "will be far greater than this year", Lu Weibing, president of Chinese electronics giant Xiaomi, said this week.

"Everyone will likely observe that retail prices for products will see a significant increase," he told an earnings call.

William Keating, head of semiconductor and tech consulting firm Ingenuity, expects the same.

"All companies that manufacture PCs, smartphones, servers etc will be impacted by the shortage," Keating told AFP.

"End result: consumers will pay more."

In high demand are key chips known as DRAM and storage components called NAND, which are found in everyday gadgets but are also needed to help process the vast amounts of data crunched by generative AI.

That's driving up memory chip prices, which in turn is turbocharging revenue for the firms that produce them such as South Korea's Samsung and SK hynix, and Micron and SanDisk in the United States.

"AI-related server demand keeps growing, and this demand significantly exceeds industry supply," Kim Jae-june of Samsung Electronics said last month.

'Keep prices high'

Samsung said Sunday that it plans to build a new semiconductor plant in South Korea to meet the soaring demand, while SK hynix recently reported its best-ever quarterly performance, "driven by the full-scale rise in prices of DRAM and NAND".

Industry analysts TrendForce have lowered their 2026 global production forecasts for smartphones and notebook laptops.

"The memory industry has begun a robust upward pricing cycle," which "forces downstream brands to hike retail prices," TrendForce said.

Cars may also be affected, although Keating noted that a smaller portion of their tech relies on memory chips.

Last week China's largest contract chipmaker SMIC said customers were hesitant to place orders owing to uncertainty over how many phones, cars, or other products the memory chip industry can supply.

The cause of the shortage is twofold.

AI-driven demand is greater than anticipated, but memory chip makers have also been "drastically cutting" spending on expanding capacity in recent years, Keating explained.

"Keep capacity tight, keep prices high is basically their mantra," he said.

"They've done this deliberately to ensure that there's no repeat of the most recent memory price collapse, which cost the memory makers tens of billions in losses."

Price jumps for memory chips "are huge and the trend is continuing", said Stephen Wu, founder of the Carthage Capital investment fund.

"Consumers and enterprises should expect higher memory prices, longer lead times, and more take-or-pay contracts through at least early 2026," Wu said.
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									Londoners baffled by bizarre Christmas mural

									Reaction mixed to what appears to be an AI experiment gone wrong
								

									LONDON - People in London were left baffled on Wednesday by what appeared to be a botched AI-generated Christmas mural showing a Santa-like figure with a half-orange beard and revellers with disfigured faces.
									The display in posh Kingston upon Thames in southwest London at first glance seems to depict a jolly crowd enjoying the festive season.

But closer inspection reveals a disturbing array of figures including people with warped faces, a snowman with strange facial features, and dogs with the heads of birds all bizarrely splashing through water.

A Father Christmas figure is pictured looking pained in the water at the foot of a rock. His eyes are shut, and his beard is half orange and half white.

The large-scale mural looms above several popular riverside restaurants in the upmarket town.

People who had seen it -- and others keen to have their say -- took to social media for a lively discussion.

"The entire thing is horrendous," wrote one.

"I'm equal parts delighted and horrified," said another.

"It beggars belief that if you're going to use AI you wouldn't even take a fraction of the time you've allegedly saved in producing whatever this is to at least check it a bit," added someone else.

"This is magnificent," chimed in another, prompting someone else to respond: "It's worse every time you look."

Kingston Upon Thames Council said in a statement it had had "no involvement in the planning or funding of the display".

"The landowner has now confirmed to us that they will be removing the installation," it added.
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									Gianluca Vernizzi explores a world of symbols at MOCA Bangkok

									
								

									Art lovers are invited into an arresting visual theatre filled with mesmerising signs and symbols during "1ntravers8", which is running at Temporary Exhibition 4, 5th floor of MOCA Bangkok, until Dec 16.
									This is a solo exhibition by Gianluca Vernizzi, a Bangkok-based Italian entrepreneurial artist, who presents a collection of his new paintings that celebrates humanity's desire to find meaning in a cacophony of shapes and symbols.

The show offers a vibrant visual journey that draws from art history, science and technological innovation. The artist believes that creative expression is inherently individualistic and resonates differently with everyone based on their own frequency and chemistry. Artistic appreciation thrives in subjectivity -- the ephemeral nature of an individual's relationship to a work of art is where patterns and affinities originate. The exhibition's title is a linguistic fusion of the words "introvert" and "universe" and a wordplay on "1 Universe to the Power of Infinity". Vernizzi's inspirations include fractal geometry, epigenetics and quantum physics, as well as the exploration of scientific materials in art.

For him, technology offers ingenuity while traditional painting techniques provide grounding and depth. They can be merged to form a new humanistic chapter in visual storytelling.

While the works may reference the language of traditional art history -- both figurative and abstract -- the titles themselves offer an intimate glimpse into the artist's private world, much like entries in a diary that reflect fleeting experiences and epigenetic shifts.

Vernizzi is the founder of Fractalis and Bodhi, design brands focused on architectural innovation and horology. In 2017, Bodhi commemorated the Chulalongkorn Centenary with a limited-edition timepiece designed by Vernizzi.

His work has been exhibited internationally, including at the Thailand Biennale Korat in 2021 and solo shows across Bangkok, China and Italy.

MOCA Bangkok is on Kamphaeng Phet 6 and opens daily from 10am to 6pm (except Monday).

Visit mocabangkok.com.
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									Artist captures the human condition in solo exhibition

									
								

									Richard Koh Fine Art presents a solo exhibition by Pawarest Choksaen to explore everyday life in the city.
									Running until Nov 29, "Blue Town" delves into the human condition in the city where people from all backgrounds gather to chase better opportunities. His works capture the daily routine -- purposeful mornings, evenings that see workers return home and nights illuminated by those who work when others rest.

[image: Transit. ]
Transit.




Pawarest portrays not only the urban environment but also emotional turmoil, from exhaustion to hope. In A Waiting, for example, low-income earners in shorts are seen standing in a queue for something. A fence and a prohibited sign are put in place to demarcate a private road. In Transit, passengers are seen at a train station. Some are boarding, others are waiting.

Pawarest often observes people in his community and turns them into art. He is known for using acrylic paintings to portray everyday life. Starting his career in 1991 as a sculpture artist, he became an art director at an advertising agency in 1997. In 2019, he embraced full-time commitment to fine art.

Last year, Richard Koh Fine Art (Singapore) launched his solo exhibition titled "Conversations With Strangers" to delve into the complexity of human connection. By capturing everyday interaction, Pawarest brought to the fore unseen bonds. His use of vivid colours and distorted imagery created a surreal atmosphere.

"Blue Town" is running at Richard Koh Fine Art (Bangkok) until Nov 29. It is open from 11am to 7pm, Tuesday to Saturday.

[image: A Waiting. ]
A Waiting.
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									Exhibition reflects on fragility and the value of the present

									
								

									Art viewers are invited to reflect on memory, fragility and the transformations of life during "Impermanence: Fractured Memories, Shifting Realities, Echoes Of What Once Was", which is running at The Charoen AArt, until Dec 7.
									On display are 18 mixed-media works by Bryce Watanasoponwong, a Thai photographer whose practice blends experimentation and storytelling. His works explore memory, fragility and uncertainty, inviting viewers to interpret and connect with their own experiences.

At the heart of the exhibition lie the questions -- when vivid memories gradually fade and fragment, what remains? And, how can meaning endure amid life's constant shifts? The works draw inspiration from Buddhist thought and the writings of Japanese philosopher Daisaku Ikeda, emphasising the challenge of creating value in the present despite life's impermanence. Each piece begins with a photograph, layered with abstractions created through experiments with light, kaleidoscope lenses, slide film and cross-processing. Colours overlap into soft strata, while a white frame marks the threshold between lived experience and memory.

Across these surfaces, miniature 3D-printed figures appear in postures of standing, sitting, raising an arm or leaning. They first gather in large numbers before gradually reducing until only one remains -- a metaphor for memory's transition from clarity to faintness.

The exhibition is about both a remembrance and an acceptance of transformation, inviting viewers to pause, reflect on what has passed, and recognise the value of what endures.

The Charoen AArt is on Charoen Krung Road and opens daily from 11am to 7pm, except Monday.

Visit the.charoenaart.com.
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									Exploring  the Pearl River Delta

									A trip to Macau offers cutting-edge attractions alongside traditional Sino-Portuguese heritage
								

									Macau might be a favourite choice for many who wish to spend their vacation in a land where they can enjoy both cultural heritage and modern entertainment without having to spend long hours on the road.
									With an area of less than 34km2, Macau comprises of the Macau Peninsula, the historical and most populous area; Taipa, an urbanised, suburban area with mostly upscale housing complexes; Coloane, the southernmost area known for its heritage and natural landscapes; and Cotai, a reclaimed strip connecting Taipa and Coloane that is home to mega resorts and casinos.

My trip to this former Portuguese colony, now a special administrative region of China, hosted by the local Government Tourism Office last month allowed me to revisit many cultural heritage sites in the Historic Centre of Macau for the second time after nine years.

[image: A wax figure of Michael Rutter, a legend in road racing, and his bike.]
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Located on the western side of the peninsula, the centre -- which was recognised as a World Heritage Site by Unesco 20 years ago -- was crowded as usual.

I once again enjoyed the familiar sights of historic buildings that feature a fusion of Portuguese-Chinese architecture and the unique wave pattern on mosaic floors at the famous Senado Square and other ancient churches nearby.

Even though part of the ruins of St Paul's were under maintenance with scaffolding on one side, this three-storey sculpted stone facade -- the remains of the ancient Church of Mater Dei and St Paul's College -- still attracted countless tourists.

During my four-day trip, I visited many new attractions and also had the chance to go to Zhuhai, a quiet and green city in Guangdong province in mainland China that borders Macau to the west and north. Both cities are part of the Pearl River Delta region of Southern China.

After getting a Chinese visa stamp in my passport at Hengqin Port, I spent a full day going to many interesting venues in Hengqin, a special economic zone and island connected to Macau's Cotai via the Lotus Bridge, before crossing back to my hotel in Cotai at night.

Here are four highlights -- two in Macau and two in Zhuhai -- that made my trip memorable.
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IN MACAU

* The Macau Grand Prix Museum re-lives the fascinating history of the Macau Grand Prix, one of the most iconic street races in the world. Each year, the racing event takes place on the Guia Circuit, one of the most challenging race tracks in international motorsport. Also, its popular Formula 3 race has been recognised as the Asian breeding ground for future world champions.

The museum was established in 1993 before undertaking a major renovation in 2017. Four years later, it reopened with updated space of about 16,000m2 across four floors, each dedicated to different aspects of the race's history.

[image: House Of Dancing Water. ]
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On display are Grand Prix cars and motorcycles from across the decades. Visitors can learn about drivers, riders, teams and personalities who have made their mark since 1954.

Attractions range from interactive games to top-notch multimedia installations, a model of the Guia Circuit with 3D projection mapping and wax figures of many famous racing drivers -- Lewis Hamilton, Sebastian Vettel, Michael Rutter, Ron Haslam and Robert Huff -- who have made significant marks both globally and on Macau's demanding Guia Circuit. These lifelike figures were produced by the renowned Madame Tussauds Hong Kong.

Also running at the museum is the "Macao Grand Prix Museum x The Pirelli Legend", a racing tyre theme exhibition that presents a variety of motorsport tyre models produced by the Italian manufacturer. It will wrap up on March 2. Visitors can also expect to see additional exhibits from the 72nd Macau Grand Prix, which was held last week.

The museum is located in the Macau Peninsula and opens daily from 10am to 6pm, except Tuesday. Tickets cost 80 MOP (around 324 baht) for foreign visitors and 40 MOP for children and seniors. Guided tours are available. Visit mgpm.macaotourism.gov.mo.

* House Of Dancing Water is one of Macau's most spectacular shows that brings a troupe of acrobats, gymnasts, professional divers and aerial performers.

Running at the Dancing Water Theatre at the City of Dreams complex in Cotai, this theatrical production features cutting-edge technology that transforms the water stage -- the size of five Olympic-sized swimming pools -- into a dry stage in seconds. This show is also known to have one of the largest water stages in the world.

[image: House Of Dancing Water. ]
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Lasting around 80 minutes, the aquatic show tells a romantic story of a brave stranger who stumbles into a mysterious kingdom to rescue a princess with water powers but becomes a prisoner of the Dark Queen.

Besides the grand stage design, gorgeous costumes, beautiful music and scenography, I was impressed with the water fountains created by over 200 water jets across the stage.

Throughout the show, everyone seemed to be captivated with such breathtaking acrobatic acts as dizzying acrobatic dives, challenging synchronised dances, astonishing stunts and even motorcycles gliding through water. There were also performances of martial arts, tai chi and swordplay.

The show runs daily at 8pm, except Monday and Tuesday. Ticket prices start from 698 MOP. Visit cityofdreamsmacau.com/en/house-of-dancing-water.

IN ZHUHAI

* The Traditional Chinese Medicine Cultural Experience Center is a large-scale museum that offers a unique, immersive narrative experience into the world of traditional Chinese medicine, with a focus on history, mythology and science.
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The centre opened its doors just four months ago. Featuring a lotus flower design on the exterior, the building has an exhibition area of around 19,000m2 covering four floors that take visitors on a narrative journey from the mythological origins of traditional Chinese medicine to its modern applications.

Key attractions include a 50m-long animated historical tapestry and a 45m-long display of miniature models that encapsulate the history of traditional Chinese medicine and numerous realistic sculptures of ancient masters who made outstanding contributions to the field.

Part of the exhibition area also features a "magical forest" where glowing bioluminescent trees light up and herbs are laid out along pathways, showcasing medicinal herbal formulas.

Another highlight is the futuristic herbal laboratory where visitors can interact with displays and learn about different herbs, formulas and how traditional medicines are developed using modern tech.

The museum is located within the Guangdong-Macao Traditional Chinese Medicine Science and Technology Industrial Park in Hengqin and opens daily from 9am to 5.30pm, except Monday and public holidays.

Tickets cost 60 RMB for foreign visitors. Guided tours are available. Email tcmcec@gmtcmpark.com.

* Chimelong Show is a world-class circus-style performance that gathers talented circus artists from over 28 countries. It blends art styles from around the world including China, Russia, Argentina and the US.

This spectacular production presents a "water, land and air" immersive experience on a 270-degree panoramic circular stage, which is combined with three large surrounding waterways and a 250m aerial circular track.
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Lasting around 85 minutes, the show features a wide range of circus arts. Among the exciting acts that almost made me forget to breathe were rope skipping and pyramid acrobatics on the back of galloping horses, standing and riding on two horses and tumbling and turning in the air. My heart also raced at the scenes of amazing tricks on bicycles and motorcycle chases.

There was also a powerful lion dance performed by real lions, a sequence of comedy and magic, the appearances of birds flying back and forth across the theatre, as well as a carnival-style parade that walked just past our seats.

The show is staged daily at 5pm at Hengqin Chimelong Theatre located within Chimelong Hengqin Resort. The resort also accommodates Chimelong Ocean Kingdom, one of China's biggest ocean theme parks and Chimelong Spaceship which is hailed as one of the world's largest indoor theme parks.

Ticket prices vary based on seating classes and show dates. Visit chimelong.com/groupen/about.

Travel Guide:

* Chimelong Hengqin Resort is around 6-10km away from Hengqin Port. Travellers can conveniently reach the resort by using Didi, China's most popular ride-hailing service, directly through the Alipay mobile application. Free shuttle bus services are also available.

* TCM Cultural Experience Center is around 10km away from Hengqin Port and travellers can take a taxi/ride-hailing or public bus to the centre.
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									Two Miss Universe judges quit before Bangkok finale

									Organisers in damage control mode again, this time to deny claim contest is rigged
								

									Two judges have announced their resignation from the Miss Universe competition, with one arguing it was rigged, days before the pageant is set to crown its 74th winner in Bangkok.
									It is the latest controversy to roil the pageant after its top Thai organiser caused an outcry with a tirade against Miss Mexico, prompting several contestants to briefly walk out in protest.

On Tuesday, Omar Harfouch, a Lebanese-French composer, said on Instagram that he had resigned from the eight-member judging panel, accusing the competition of being a "charade" that lacks transparency.

His most striking claim was that the contest has a second group of judges who make decisions in secret about who makes the final. The Miss Universe Organization has denied the claims.

Hours later, a second judge, former French football star Claude Makelele, said on Instagram that he would not attend the contest, citing "unforeseen personal reasons".

"This was a difficult decision, as I hold Miss Universe in the highest regard," he added.

Miss Universe, started by a California swimwear company in 1952, is one of the best-known international beauty pageants.

The Miss Universe Organization owns the brand and makes money by licensing it to national organisations and selling broadcast rights. Demand from broadcasters and sponsors has declined in recent decades as audiences lost interest in beauty pageants.

This year's contest is scheduled to conclude on Friday at Impact Muang Thong Thani in Nonthaburi after the preliminary competition on Wednesday night.

In his posts, Harfouch wrote that he had discovered an "impromptu jury", formed to select 30 finalists out of the 136 participants without the knowledge of the eight judges.

He said some members of the group, whom he did not name, have personal relationships with the contestants.

Harfouch said that after confronting the organisers about this, they published a list of names involved in the selection process. He said he resigned after a conversation with Raul Rocha Cantu, the president and co-owner of the Miss Universe Organization, about what he called the "lack of transparency in the Miss Universe voting process".

The Miss Universe Organization, in a statement, denied the existence of an second set of judges. "All competition evaluations continue to follow the established, transparent and supervised MUO protocols," it said, using an acronym for the organisation.

It accused Harfouch of making a "public mischaracterisation of the program" and said the list of names it published was the selection committee of an unrelated social impact initiative.

The organisation did not respond to Makelele's announcement and did not respond to a request for comment from The New York Times.

The judges' departures came weeks after a number of contestants walked out after Nawat Itsaragrisil, a Thai businessman who co-owns the Miss Universe Organization, scolded Fatima Bosch, Miss Mexico, for not taking part in some promotional activities.

The following day, Nawat apologised. Cantu rebuked Nawat, saying he would not allow contestants to be "attacked and humiliated".


	This article originally appeared in The New York Times
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									Google rushes to patch another zero-day flaw after active attacks

									
								

									Google has released an urgent security update for its Chrome browser after detecting a new zero-day vulnerability that is being actively exploited on the internet.
									Identified as CVE-2025-13223, it is the seventh zero-day flaw of 2025 that has forced the company to issue an immediate patch to prevent widespread attacks.

The main thrust of the story centres on Google's prompt response to mitigate the critical security risk posed by the newly discovered vulnerability. This specific zero-day is a Type Confusion issue within the V8 JavaScript Engine, which is essential for processing JavaScript in Chrome. Google has said this flaw makes it relatively simple for hackers to exploit the zero-day, potentially leading to the execution of malicious code on a user's computer.  

The vulnerability was reported by Clement Lecigne of the Google Threat Analysis Group (TAG). This team is dedicated to tracking the activities of state-sponsored threat actors, who frequently target high-risk individuals such as journalists, activists, opposition politicians and other sensitive figures.

Google has already addressed the zero-day through a Chrome update for the following versions:

Windows: 142.0.7444.175/.176

Mac: 142.0.7444.176

Linux: 142.0.7444.175

[image: ]

The company has begun rolling out this emergency update to all users on the Stable Channel. 

Users can check for and apply the update by clicking the three-dot menu in the top-right corner, selecting "Help," and then "About Google Chrome." The browser will automatically download the latest update, after which users should restart their computer. The update can also be accessed directly via the address chrome://settings/help.

So far, Google has refrained from disclosing the full technical details of the attack. This is a common precaution intended to ensure that the majority of users have updated their browsers before threat actors can weaponise the information for further exploitation. Google said it may withhold information if the vulnerability involves a third-party library that has not yet been fixed.

[image: ]

The year 2025 has proved to be particularly challenging for Chrome's security, with a total of seven zero-day flaws patched in the year to date. Previous emergency updates this year included:

CVE-2025-10585 and CVE-2025-6558 in July and September.

CVE-2025-4664 in May, which was related to account takeover.

CVE-2025-5419 and CVE-2025-2783, which were linked to V8 and sandbox escapes.

In 2024, Google had to fix ten zero-day vulnerabilities that were either demonstrated at the Pwn2Own hacking competition or found to be under active attack. These escalating figures indicate a clear shift, with hackers increasingly targeting general user browsers, particularly through JavaScript and Chrome's core processing engine.

Given that this zero-day is already being actively exploited, users who have not yet updated their browser are exposed to significant risk. This is particularly true for those who use Chrome for critical tasks such as handling sensitive documents, accessing financial accounts, using banking websites, or performing network administration. Taking a few seconds to update Chrome can immediately and significantly reduce this risk.

Source: googleblog
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