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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        U.S. Coast Guard will no longer classify swastikas, nooses as hate symbols
        Tara  Copp, Michelle Boorstein

        The military service, which falls under the Department of Homeland Security, has drafted a new policy that classifies such items "potentially divisive."

      

      
        Trump: Democrats 'traitors' for telling military not to follow unlawful orders
        Maegan Vazquez, Dan Lamothe

        The president said lawmakers who appeared in a video committed "seditious behavior" and should be arrested and put on trial for treason.

      

      
        Cheney's funeral draws Bush, mix of Democrats and Republicans. Not Trump.
        Paul Schwartzman, Joe Heim

        The former vice president, who served in the George W. Bush administration, was honored Thursday at Washington National Cathedral.

      

      
        As Trump plans backfire, Democrats are ahead in House redistricting fight
        Patrick Marley, Emily Davies

        After early redistricting wins, Trump faces setbacks over maps for Texas, Indiana and other Republican-led states, frustrating his allies.

      

      
        Trump-Marjorie Taylor Greene breakup shakes MAGA: 'Mom and Dad are separated'
        Hannah Knowles

        In Greene's Georgia congressional district, much of the MAGA base has her back against Trump, who has called her a "traitor."

      

      
        They retired from the government. Now they're back, protecting forests Trump abandoned.
        Hannah Natanson

        The U.S. Forest Service lost thousands of workers under Trump. Volunteers and retirees are trying to help -- but things are breaking.

      

      
        Trump to meet New York Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani on Friday
        Niha Masih

        The 34-year-old democratic socialist has faced frequent public attacks from the president and has vowed to resist his agenda.

      

      
        House Ethics opens investigation into Republican Rep. Cory Mills
        Kadia  Goba

        The panel will probe multiple controversies Mills (R-Florida) has faced since joining the House, including allegations he benefited from federal weapons contracts.

      

      
        House votes to undo law allowing senators to sue over Jan. 6 subpoenas
        Riley Beggin, Theodoric Meyer

        The provision, which outraged House members, was tucked into a bill to reopen the government last week.

      

      
        Social Security scraps plan to limit disability benefits after uproar
        Lisa Rein, Meryl Kornfield

        The policy would have fundamentally altered who qualifies for the two federal disability programs by eliminating or limiting a person's age as a factor to consider.

      

      
        Trump administration agrees not to paint the Eisenhower building before 2026
        Brianna Tucker

        Historic preservationist groups asked for a preliminary injunction to stop the government from making any changes to the building without undergoing a standard review process.

      

      
        Opposing MAGA critics, Trump says he will 'welcome' foreign workers
        Natalie Allison, Cat Zakrzewski

        Speaking to tech leaders Wednesday, President Donald Trump said companies need immigrant workers because they can't "hire people off an unemployment line" to build chips.

      

      
        Noem at odds with Trump-appointed panel over future of FEMA
        Brianna Sacks, Isaac Arnsdorf

        Instead of further shrinking and dismantling FEMA, the FEMA Review Council wants to make it more independent.

      

      
        Trump says he'd 'love to fire' Powell, renewing attacks on Fed chair
        Amy B Wang

        Trump also seemed to pressure Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent to somehow persuade Powell to lower interest rates further -- or be fired himself.

      

      
        Who attended the White House dinner for Mohammed bin Salman
        Cat Zakrzewski

        As candles flickered and a piano played in the East Room, leaders of the United States' biggest companies signaled they were open for business with Saudi Arabia.

      

      
        Since Khashoggi's killing, here's how U.S.-Saudi relations have changed
        Tobi Raji

        After Mohammed bin Salman's last White House visit, U.S.-Saudi ties were strained by the slaying of Jamal Khashoggi. They've rebounded in Trump's second term.

      

      
        Democratic megadonor Tom Steyer announces run for California governor
        Maegan Vazquez

        Steyer, who has a history of spending heavily on political causes, launched his campaign pledging to make the state more affordable.
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Military
U.S. Coast Guard will no longer classify swastikas, nooses as hate symbols
The military service, which falls under the Department of Homeland Security, has drafted a new policy that classifies such items "potentially divisive."

A U.S. Coast Guard vessel sails past the Statue of Liberty in New York earlier this year. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


By Tara  Copp, Michelle Boorstein | 2025-11-20
The U.S. Coast Guard will no longer classify the swastika -- an emblem of fascism and white supremacy inextricably linked to the murder of millions of Jews and the deaths of more than 400,000 U.S. troops who died fighting in World War II -- as a hate symbol, according to a new policy that takes effect next month.
Instead, the Coast Guard will classify the Nazi-era insignia as "potentially divisive" under its new guidelines. The new policy, set to take effect Dec. 15, similarly downgrades the definition of nooses and the Confederate flag, though display of the latter remains banned, according to documents reviewed by The Washington Post.
Certain historic displays or artwork where the Confederate flag is a minor element are still permissible, according to the policy.
Though the Coast Guard is not part of the Defense Department, the service has been reworking its policies to align with the Trump administration's changing tolerances for hazing and harassment within the U.S. military. In September Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth directed a review and overhaul of those policies, calling the military's existing standards "overly broad" and saying they jeopardize U.S. troops' combat readiness.
The Coast Guard did not immediately provide comment.
A Coast Guard official who had seen the new wording called the policy changes chilling.
"We don't deserve the trust of the nation if we're unclear about the divisiveness of swastikas," the official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity due to a fear of reprisal.
The Coast Guard is a military service branch under the Department of Homeland Security and the purview of Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem. But the service, which has been central to President Donald Trump's increased focus on homeland defense, has been swept up like the others in the administration's rash of leadership firings and broader targeting of military culture.
Former Coast Guard Commandant Adm. Linda Fagan, the first woman to lead a branch of the U.S. military, was fired on Trump's first day in office for what administration officials said then was her focus on diversity initiatives and her handling of sexual assault investigations.
Within days, Fagan's replacement, acting commandant Adm. Kevin Lunday, ordered the suspension of the Coast Guard's hazing and harassment policy that, among its other guidance, said explicitly that the swastika was among a "list of symbols whose display, presentation, creation, or depiction would constitute a potential hate incident." Nooses and the Confederate flag also matched that description under the previous policy.
Lunday was later nominated by Trump to become the service's commandant. His Senate confirmation hearing was held Wednesday, and he was due to meet with lawmakers Thursday. It is unclear when the Senate Commerce, Transportation and Science Committee, which has jurisdiction over DHS, may vote to advance Lunday's nomination.

Adm. Kevin Lunday at his Senate confirmation hearing this week to become commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard. (Heather Diehl/Getty Images)


The Pentagon, where Hegseth has argued that prior administrations' focus on racial diversity has harmed military recruiting, referred questions on the Coast Guard's policy to DHS, which did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The new policy drew concern from Commerce Committee member Sen. Jacky Rosen (D-Nevada), who called on the Trump administration to reverse the changes before they take effect.
"At a time when antisemitism is rising in the United States and around the world, relaxing policies aimed at fighting hate crimes not only sends the wrong message to the men and women of our Coast Guard, but it puts their safety at risk," Rosen said in a statement to The Post.
In Germany, public display of certain Nazi emblems, such as the swastika, is illegal and can be punished with a fine or imprisonment of up to three years. Exceptions are made if the symbols are used for educational, artistic, scientific or journalistic purposes.
Rosen noted that the wording in the new Coast Guard policy "could allow for horrifically hateful symbols like swastikas and nooses to be inexplicably permitted to be displayed." The new guidance says that if a "potentially divisive" symbol is reported, supervisors should inquire about it. After consulting their legal office they may order the symbol's removal but there's no further guidance requiring that it be taken down.
The new Coast Guard policy also limits the amount of time that service members have to formally report the display of a noose or swastika -- which could be enormously problematic for personnel at sea. Like the Navy, Coast Guard members can be deployed for months at a time. The new policy gives them 45 days to report an incident whereas the previous policy did not have a deadline other than to advise that Coast Guard members who see a potential hate incident "should immediately report it to a member higher in their chain of command."
That 45-day deadline will have a chilling effect, said the Coast Guard official who had seen the new policy.
"If you are at sea, and your shipmate has a swastika in their rack, and you are a Black person or Jew, and you are going to be stuck at sea with them for the next 60 days, are you going to feel safe reporting that up your chain of command?" this Coast Guard official said.
Previous guidance put in place in 2019 said Coast Guard commanders could order swastikas, nooses or other symbols to be removed even if it was determined the display did not rise to the level of a hate incident. That policy was enacted months after a Coast Guard officer, Lt. Christopher Hasson, was charged with plotting a large-scale attack on Democratic lawmakers, including then-House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. In securing his conviction, prosecutors cited evidence in his case showing Hasson to be an avowed white nationalist.
Over the past several years each of the other military services has reworked their policies on extremism within the ranks. That was a response, directed by the Biden administration, to the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol perpetrated by Trump supporters angry that he lost his reelection bid.
Hundreds of military veterans were implicated in the Capitol riot, and subsequent law enforcement investigations found numerous ties between those veterans and extremist groups such as the Proud Boys. Those convicted of crimes associated with their participation in the Capitol attack were pardoned by Trump shortly after he took office this year.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem at the White House in August. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


The changes to the swastika and noose classification were part of a broader effort by the Coast Guard to remove the concept of hate incidents from its regulations.
"Conduct previously handled as a potential hate incident, including those involving symbols widely identified with oppression or hatred, is processed as a report of harassment," the Coast Guard said in its new policy, which was recently published online. "The terminology 'hate incident' is no longer present in policy."
Each of the military services is also reviewing its harassment policies in response to Hegseth's directive, though unlike with the Coast Guard, any wording specific to swastikas would likely appear in their separate extremism guidelines. It does not appear there is wording addressing swastikas specifically within those policy documents.
In the Air Force and Army for example, current policy prohibits "knowingly displaying paraphernalia, words, or symbols in support of extremist activities or in support of groups or organizations that support extremist activities, such as flags, clothing, tattoos, and bumper stickers, whether on or off a military installation."
In 2007 two incidents involving nooses within the Coast Guard drew national attention. That summer, a Black cadet at the service's officer training academy found a noose in his sea bag while aboard a Coast Guard vessel. The next month an instructor discussing race relations in response to the first incident reported a noose was left in her office.
Kate Brady in Berlin contributed to this report.
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Politics
Trump: Democrats 'traitors' for telling military not to follow unlawful orders
The president said lawmakers who appeared in a video committed "seditious behavior" and should be arrested and put on trial for treason.

President Donald Trump delivers remarks at a Veterans Day ceremony at Arlington Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia, on Nov. 11. (Aaron Schwartz/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Maegan Vazquez, Dan Lamothe | 2025-11-20
President Donald Trump accused a group of Democratic lawmakers on Thursday of "seditious behavior" and called for their arrest for appearing in a video in which they reminded members of the U.S. military and intelligence community that they are obligated to refuse illegal orders.
"It's called SEDITIOUS BEHAVIOR AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL," Trump wrote on Truth Social. "Each one of these traitors to our Country should be ARRESTED AND PUT ON TRIAL. Their words cannot be allowed to stand."
The video released Tuesday features a group of six Democrats who served in the military and intelligence community. Addressing active service members, they caution that "threats to our Constitution aren't just coming from abroad, but from right here at home."
"Our laws are clear," Sen. Mark Kelly (Arizona), a Navy veteran, says in the video. "You can refuse illegal orders."
"You must refuse illegal orders," adds Rep. Chris Deluzio (Pennsylvania), who also served in the Navy.
The video does not specify particular orders that might be unlawful. But some of the lawmakers have relayed this week that they are hearing concerns from service members about the legality of strikes that have targeted people the Trump administration alleges are trafficking narcotics by sea.
The Pentagon did not respond Thursday morning to questions about the president's post. Traditionally, the U.S. military adheres to the Uniform Code of Military Justice, which holds that service members must obey lawful orders, whether they agree with them or not. They are obligated to not follow "manifestly unlawful orders," but such situations are rare and legally fraught. Members of the military take an oath to the Constitution, not the president.
The video, organized by Sen. Elissa Slotkin (Michigan) -- who worked as a CIA analyst, also features Reps. Maggie Goodlander (New Hampshire), a former Navy reservist; Chrissy Houlahan (Pennsylvania), a former Air Force officer; and Jason Crow (Colorado), a former Army Ranger.
On his social media platform Thursday, Trump echoed other Republicans who have called for the Democrats to be removed from office, dishonorably discharged from the military and charged with treason -- a crime punishable by death.
The stark punishment was not lost on Trump, who wrote in another post on Thursday: "SEDITIOUS BEHAVIOR, punishable by DEATH!"
He also reposted a post from a Truth Social user proclaiming: "HANG THEM GEORGE WASHINGTON WOULD !!"
The White House declined to comment on the record.
Democrats sharply criticized Trump's threats.
On the Senate floor, Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) called on "every representative, every American, regardless of party" to "condemn this immediately and without qualification -- because if we don't draw a line here, there is no line left to draw." And in a joint statement, House Democratic leadership condemned what they referred to as the president's "disgusting and dangerous death threats against Members of Congress."
"The administration should never try to force our servicemembers to carry out an illegal order," Sen. Chris Coons (D-Delaware) said on social media. "Calling for the execution of senators and Congressmembers for reminding our troops of that is chilling behavior. Every one of my Republican colleagues needs to swiftly condemn this."
Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Connecticut) said he believed Trump's comments Thursday were his most direct threat of violence against members of Congress to date.
"This puts us all in jeopardy," Murphy said. "I mean, I'm literally thinking about what additional security I need when I'm back home this weekend -- and I can't imagine what my colleagues who were the target of that attack are thinking about."
On Wednesday, a legal adviser to Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, Tim Parlatore, posted a video saying that while the video posted by the Democrats sounded supportive of U.S. troops, the servicemembers could be court-martialed if they refused to follow orders that were found to be legal. Parlatore, who has served as Hegseth's personal attorney in the past, holds an unconventional part-time military role at the Pentagon and appeared to record the video in his personal capacity.
"This type of vague rhetoric from politicians, left or right, is reckless," Parlatore said in the video. "Encouraging troops to gamble their careers and freedom on personal interpretations of partisan politics, not solid law? It could spark chaos and undermine the chain of command that keeps us safe."
The video marked the latest effort by Democrats to raise concerns about orders the president has delivered to the U.S. military that have triggered legal concerns or disputes.
Recently, those discussions have centered on the administration's series of military strikes on alleged drug smugglers on boats in Latin America. Administration officials have argued such action is legal because those involved are acting as "narcoterrorists," while others have questioned whether designating several drug cartels as terrorist organizations is sufficient legal grounds for the killings. Some U.S. military officials have sought counsel about whether such orders are legal.
The Trump administration also has deliberated openly about extending those strikes onto Venezuelan territory, another escalation that would prompt legal questions. While the United States has for years launched strikes on armed groups it considers a threat to national security, it has typically cited a legal authorization created after the al-Qaida terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. Venezuelan officials and cartels have no known ties to such groups.
The Trump organization also has deployed U.S. troops in several states at the protest of Democratic governors, triggering lawsuits and court deliberations. The largest occurred in California, where in June the administration activated 4,000 members of the National Guard and deployed an active-duty infantry battalion of about 700 Marines, citing a need to quell disorder.
Gov. Gavin Newsom, a Democrat, sued in response, and a federal district court judge, Charles Breyer, found that Trump had violated the Posse Comitatus Act in using the military in a domestic law enforcement mission. The Trump administration has challenged that ruling in the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals. The administration also has ordered U.S. military pilots to deport migrants to other countries, such as El Salvador and India. The action has triggered legal questions, which the administration sought to quell by placing representatives from Immigration and Customs Enforcement on the aircraft.
Trump has repeatedly accused different groups and individuals of treason going back to his first presidential term, but has never followed through with prosecution, lobbing attacks on Black Lives Matter, the news media and former president Barack Obama with the claim.
Trump campaigned on prosecuting his political opponents and dispensing with the 50-year custom of insulating federal law enforcement from political influence. This year he has grown increasingly explicit in demanding specific investigations against people who have criticized him, leading directly to action by his appointees at the Justice Department.
In September, Trump pushed out a federal prosecutor in Virginia who declined to bring charges against New York Attorney General Letitia James (D) and replaced him with his own personal lawyer, Lindsey Halligan. Halligan then indicted James as well as former FBI director James B. Comey, whom Trump fired in 2017. On Wednesday, prosecutors acknowledged in court that a grand jury did not review the final indictment, a defect that Comey's lawyers argued should cause the judge to dismiss the case.
The U.S. attorney in Miami is pursuing a broad probe against Obama administration officials, including former CIA director John Brennan and former director of National Intelligence James R. Clapper Jr. related to the investigation of Russian interference in the 2016 election. Trump officials have also initiated investigations at the president's urging against Rep. Adam Schiff (D-California), who led the first impeachment inquiry against Trump in 2019, and Lisa Cook, a Federal Reserve governor he has sought to remove.
And on Friday, Trump directed the Justice Department to investigate prominent Democrats' ties to Jeffrey Epstein, the wealthy sex offender who killed himself in jail in 2019. Attorney General Pam Bondi said she would proceed with that case, four months after saying the department's review of the case found no information to pursue additional charges.
The Justice Department, Pentagon and the offices for Democratic lawmakers in the video did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
Theodoric Meyer, Isaac Arnsdorf, Natalie Allison, Jeremy Roebuck and Dan Lamothe contributed to this report.
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Politics
Cheney's funeral draws Bush, mix of Democrats and Republicans. Not Trump.
The former vice president, who served in the George W. Bush administration, was honored Thursday at Washington National Cathedral.

(Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


By Paul Schwartzman, Joe Heim | 2025-11-20

Former presidents George W. Bush and Joe Biden attend the funeral of former vice president Dick Cheney at Washington National Cathedral on Thursday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Dick Cheney, the former vice president and a consummate Washington insider across four decades, was remembered at his funeral Thursday as a shrewd and steady tactician whom three Republican presidents relied on to help lead the country through several wars and crises, including the aftermath of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
The throng of mourners who assembled at the funeral was led by former president George W. Bush and a bipartisan mix that included former president Joe Biden, four former vice presidents, and Republicans who held power in the nation's capital nearly a generation ago.
Neither President Donald Trump or Vice President JD Vance attended the invitation-only service, their absence punctuating the divide between the president's MAGA movement and the traditional conservatism embodied by the Bush-era Republican Party.
In his tribute, Bush described Cheney as a thoughtful, understated statesman whose "talent and restraint exceeded his ego."
"When he did speak up, conveying thoughts in that even tone of voice, that orderly, unexcitable manner, you knew you were getting the best of a highly disciplined mind," Bush said. "No colleague, no legislator, no foreign leader who ever met Dick Cheney ever doubted that they were dealing with a serious man."
The crowd of familiar Washington faces at the service also included former vice presidents Kamala Harris, Mike Pence and Al Gore. Karl Rove, who served as Bush's senior adviser and campaign strategist, also was among the mourners, along with former House speaker John A. Boehner.

Former president Joe Biden shakes hands with former vice president Mike Pence while former first lady Jill Biden talks with former vice president Kamala Harris at Cheney's funeral. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


As he arrived, Paul Wolfowitz, who was deputy defense secretary during the Bush administration, described Cheney as a leader who exuded calm and thoughtfulness during crises.
"He kept us safe," Wolfowitz said, referring to the fraught aftermath of 9/11. "He was focused on preventing another attack, and, if you haven't noticed, there hasn't been one."
Trump, who has made no public statements about Cheney's death, has long expressed disdain for the former vice president and his daughter Liz Cheney, the former Republican congresswoman from Wyoming. Liz Cheney was among Trump's most vocal critics after the president's supporters stormed the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.

Former congresswoman Liz Cheney (R-Wyoming) speaks at the funeral for her father, Dick Cheney. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


A year ago, her father broke ranks with the GOP and said he would vote for  Harris in the presidential race, an astonishing turn for a lifelong Republican that demonstrated the extent to which Trump had upended his party. Cheney said at the time that Trump could "never be trusted with power again" after seeking to "steal" the 2020 election.
Regarded by historians as the nation's most powerful and polarizing vice president, Cheney, 84, died Nov. 3 of complications of pneumonia and cardiac and vascular disease, according to his family.
As Bush's second-in-command, Cheney's influence extended far beyond the ceremonial role traditionally assigned to vice presidents. He helped direct the nation's response to the Sept. 11 attacks, advocated for expanding the government's surveillance powers and pushed the United States into two wars, in Afghanistan and Iraq.
Cheney's two terms as the younger Bush's understudy was the culmination of a career in Washington that began in 1969, when, at the age of 28, he joined the Nixon administration. He first worked as a special assistant to Donald H. Rumsfeld, then the director of the Office of Economic Opportunity, who became his mentor.
At 34, Cheney became the youngest White House chief of staff to serve in that position, appointed by Ford to replace Rumsfeld when the president named him defense secretary. After Carter defeated Ford in 1976, Cheney returned to Wyoming, where he won a congressional seat in 1978, rising up to minority whip in the House and serving for a decade before resigning to join the first Bush administration. As defense secretary, Cheney oversaw the U.S. military operation during the Persian Gulf War.

President George W. Bush speaks alongside his Cabinet and Vice President Dick Cheney in the Rose Garden early in his presidency. (James A. Parcell/The Washington Post)


Delivering speeches and bantering with voters -- the stuff of retail politics that many of his contemporaries embraced -- was not Cheney's thing. His wire-rimmed glasses, conservative suits, and flat speaking style seemed more fitting for an actuary. His crooked smile often seemed more like a grimace.
Instead, Cheney forged a reputation as the consummate Washington insider, a shrewd tactician who preferred to exercise power behind closed doors. His adversaries liked to refer to him as "Darth Vader," a nickname Cheney once said did not bother him because it "is one of the nicer things I've been called recently."
Cheney became the target of late-night comedians' ridicule in 2006 when he accidentally fired a shotgun that sprayed pellets striking a friend, Harry Whittington, a Texas attorney, while quail hunting. Whittingham, who was 78 at the time, survived despite suffering a minor heart attack. The incident was a low point for Cheney, who was criticized for waiting until the following day to acknowledge the shooting.
Another nadir for Cheney occurred when his most trusted aide, I. Lewis "Scooter" Libby, who served as his chief staff, was convicted in 2007 of lying to FBI agents and a grand jury investigating the leaking of the identity of Valerie Plame, a CIA officer. Plame's then-husband, Joseph Wilson, a diplomat, had written an article undercutting the Bush administration's claim that Saddam Hussein was seeking to amass unconventional weapons.

Vice President Dick Cheney and Chief of Staff I. Lewis "Scooter" Libby, right, in the President's Emergency Operations Center on Sept. 11, 2001. (National Archives/Reuters)


A judge sentenced Libby to 30 months in prison, a sentence Bush commuted in 2007. Trump pardoned Libby in 2018.
Unlike many vice presidents who preceded him, Cheney never ran for president. Indeed, he did not even set out to become vice president, only accepting the post after Bush assigned him to lead a search for a suitable running mate and then chose him.
Cheney's deep resume and sober-toned gravitas reassured those who questioned whether Bush, then the governor of Texas, possessed the intellect, experience and understanding of Washington to lead the country.
Before his selection was finalized, Cheney underwent a medical evaluation that took on added significance because he had previously had three heart attacks and had undergone quadruple bypass surgery. He suffered his fourth heart attack several weeks after the conclusion of the 2000 presidential campaign that Bush won over  Gore.
During the campaign, Cheney found himself the target of criticism from conservatives when he said it should be left up to states to decide the legality of same-sex marriage. His position put him at odds with the Republican Party's platform, as well as Bush, who would call for a constitutional amendment banning same-sex marriage.
By then, Cheney had learned that his youngest daughter, Mary, was a lesbian. "People should be free to enter into any kind of relationship they want to enter into," he said during a vice-presidential debate with Democrat Joseph Lieberman.
Before his swearing-in, Cheney resigned as CEO of Halliburton, the multinational oil services corporation, where he presided from 1995 to 2000 and made millions of dollars, the kind of money that had eluded him as a career government official. His ties to Halliburton would later prompt John F. Kerry, then running for president, to charge that Cheney profited off special treatment Bush's White House extended to the company, a claim the administration denied.

Newly sworn-in President George W. Bush, flanked by Vice President Dick Cheney, shakes hands with outgoing president Bill Clinton on Jan. 20, 2001. (Robert A. Reeder/The Washington Post)


As vice president, Cheney played an instrumental role following the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon in which nearly 3,000 people died. With Bush away from Washington that day, it was Cheney who, after the U.S. Secret Service lifted him up and rushed him to a bunker beneath the White House, ordered American forces on high alert and the evacuation of the U.S. Capitol.
In the ensuing months, Cheney was a chief proponent of sending troops into Afghanistan to crush al-Qaeda, the terrorist organization led by Osama Bin Laden that was responsible for the Sept. 11 attacks. He also influenced Bush's decision to dispatch American troops into Iraq, contending falsely, as it was later learned, that Saddam Hussein was stockpiling weapons of mass destruction.
Cheney further burnished his reputation as a hawk by endorsing the brutal interrogations of suspected terrorists and for championing the creation of the U.S. Patriot Act, which expanded law enforcement's capacity for using warrantless surveillance. The new law opened the Bush administration to charges that it was endangering civil liberties.
To those who complained about brutal interrogation tactics and expanded surveillance powers, Cheney liked to point out that the country had not been a target of terrorism after Sept. 11.
In addition to Bush, the speakers at the service included Liz Cheney, the former vice president's grandchildren and Pete Williams, a former NBC News correspondent who was Cheney's spokesman when he served in Congress and when he was defense secretary under the elder President Bush.

Former second lady Lynne Cheney at the funeral for her husband, Dick Cheney. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Lynne Cheney, the vice president's wife of 61 years, attended the service but did not speak. The couple met as high school students in Casper, Wyoming, where his family moved after he spent most of his childhood in Lincoln, Nebraska.
Dick Cheney often attributed his professional success to his partnership with his wife, whom he credited with helping to straighten him out after he flunked out of Yale in the early 1960s and was twice arrested for drunken driving.
"We did a bunch of stupid stuff you do when you're in college," Cheney told an interviewer in 2015, opening up, if only for a moment, about his personal life.
Then the door shut again.
"I've never dwelled on it or written about it," the former vice president added, "and I don't plan to."
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Politics
As Trump plans backfire, Democrats are ahead in House redistricting fight
After early redistricting wins, Trump faces setbacks over maps for Texas, Indiana and other Republican-led states, frustrating his allies.

Texas state Sen. Pete Flores (R) looks over a redrawn congressional map during debate over a redistricting bill at the Texas Capitol in August. (Eric Gay/AP)


By Patrick Marley, Emily Davies | 2025-11-20
President Donald Trump's plan to shore up Republicans' House majority in the 2026 midterm elections by redrawing congressional maps is backfiring, at least for now.
When Trump pressured Republicans in Texas and other states to carve up their districts, his party appeared to have the upper hand. They controlled the redistricting process in more states and therefore could net more seats.
But so far, Trump is losing. Democrats, who once thought they would come up short in a gerrymandering war, are on track to net an estimated five seats. And while that could shift, they may still end up with an advantage by the time state legislators, voters and courts finish weighing in.
The latest and biggest blow to Republicans came Tuesday, when a federal court wiped out a new map in Texas that could have given the GOP as many as five more House seats. That followed other setbacks in Utah, where another court ruled against Republicans, and Indiana, Kansas and New Hampshire, where Republican lawmakers so far have rebuffed pressure from the administration to redraw their maps. The string of losses is beginning to create a backlash from Trump's allies, who want the party to focus on campaigning instead of trying to engineer new districts.

Texas state Rep. Gene Wu (D) speaks during a news conference on Aug. 20 after Democratic lawmakers who had left the state to prevent Republicans from redrawing Texas's congressional districts returned to the State Capitol in Austin. (Sergio Flores/Reuters)


"We are relearning Newton's third law of motion that every action has an equal and opposite reaction," said Republican pollster and strategist Whit Ayres.
Tuesday's ruling showed the situation is turbulent and could swing dramatically at any time. While Democrats are ahead now, they could quickly find themselves behind again.
Texas has already appealed the decision to the Supreme Court, and legislatures and courts in other states could also enter the fray and re-scramble the math. Republicans in Florida, for example, plan to redraw their map soon, which could offset the GOP losses in Texas.
But for the moment, Democrats are on a winning streak. They have drawn a new map in California that will give them as many as five more House seats. They are advancing a plan in Virginia that, if approved by voters, would give them another two or three seats. Coupled with the court win in Utah, Democrats could gain as many as nine seats across those states.
Republicans have drawn new maps in Missouri, North Carolina and Ohio that would give them as many as four more seats.
More states are likely to join the push to redraw their seats. Trump has been pressuring state leaders and threatening primaries against those who don't fall in line. But if he succeeds in getting more Republican-led states to redraw their maps, Democratic leaders will increasingly press officials in states their party controls. That could restart another tit-for-tat cycle of cartography.

Audience members gather for a rally at the Indiana Statehouse in Indianapolis on Sept. 18. (Michael Conroy/AP)


The White House did not comment, but a person familiar with GOP thinking on redistricting said the administration remains optimistic that Republicans will ultimately secure more seats through redistricting than Democrats. Republicans feel good about their chances before the Supreme Court and other courts and have already drafted litigation in case Democrats in Maryland adopt a new map there, said the person, who like some others spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private deliberations.
Republicans now hold a 219-214 House majority, and even a handful of changes could be the difference-maker in determining who controls the House after next year's midterm elections. The push for new maps is unprecedented in modern politics. Ordinarily, states draw maps after each census, not in the middle of the decade, and officials in the past have not so brazenly said that the new lines were meant only to gain more political power.
Democrats, though initially reluctant, have insisted they will match every Republican maneuver.
"They started this redistricting fight," House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) said Wednesday of Republicans. "We will end it."
The pushback started when California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) announced he would redraw his map in response to Texas's new one. That showed Trump that Democrats wouldn't be bystanders in the fight, said David Axelrod, who served as a senior adviser to President Barack Obama.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) speaks at a news conference in Los Angeles on Aug. 14 about a possible California redistricting referendum to counter the effort to add Republican House seats in Texas. (Mario Tama/Getty Images)


"Newsom called his bluff, and that set in motion a chain of events that are very likely to produce much different results than he thought when he started this," he said.
Two other GOP operatives close to the Trump administration said they had long been skeptical that the redistricting push would be successful and urged their peers to remain focused on winning races that they knew would be competitive in the midterms.
"Anyone worth their salt knew not to plan until it was done," one operative said of the redistricting effort.
"The bet was a bad bet in the first place," a second operative said. "Just go out and win some races."
The operatives said the White House appeared determined to see it through, even as they argued it would dilute energy that could be better spent on recruiting candidates, helping them fundraise and building enthusiasm in a tough political climate.
"There is a sense among donors that we are going to lose the majority so it makes it more difficult to raise money," the second operative said. "There's not a lot of energy right now. It's just doing defense."
Walter Olson, a senior fellow at the conservative Cato Institute, blamed tactical errors at the outset of the fight in Texas, which led to the court ruling that Republicans had likely created a map that ran afoul of the Constitution's ban on racial gerrymandering.
"Very often the unintended consequences take years to manifest," he said. "Seldom do they take only weeks."
Time is running short. Candidates, voters and election officials need to know where the lines are ahead of next year's primaries, and some states hold their primaries as early as the spring. States with later primaries have a little more room to make changes to their maps, but courts are reluctant to act the closer they get to Election Day.
The Supreme Court could say within days or weeks whether it will reverse the lower court's decision and allow the new Texas map to be used for the time being.
The justices will likely have to rule soon. Candidates face a Dec. 8 deadline for filing paperwork and they need to know where the lines are to get on the ballot. Primaries are scheduled for March.
Separately, the Supreme Court is considering a challenge to the Voting Rights Act out of Louisiana that could dramatically alter how districts are drawn in areas with large populations of Black and Latino voters. If the court rules in Louisiana's favor, it could greatly reduce the number of Black and Hispanic majority districts and give Republicans a shot at gaining a dozen or more seats over the coming years. Whether the decision will affect the 2026 elections depends on the specifics of the ruling and when the court issues it. If the court doesn't act until the summer, there will be little time for states to redraw their maps.
Lower courts are considering challenges to the new maps in California, Missouri and North Carolina, and how the courts rule could give one party an advantage over the other. One of the court fights will determine whether a referendum can be held to allow Missouri voters to decide whether to block the new map drawn by Republican state lawmakers.
And four voters in New York last month filed a lawsuit seeking changes to a Staten Island-based district that, if successful, could give Democrats another seat in that state.
Trump and his allies have pressured Republican officials in Indiana, Kansas and New Hampshire to redraw their maps, but so far they have rejected the efforts. The standoff in Indiana has become particularly heated in recent weeks, with Trump calling out state Senate President Pro Tempore Rodric Bray for saying he didn't have the votes to draw a new map.
"Soon, he will have a Primary Problem, as will any other politician who supports him in this stupidity," Trump wrote in a social media post Tuesday just before the release of the Texas decision.
Seven of Indiana's nine districts are now held by Republicans and Bray said he believed they could win another one even without redrawing the map.
Democratic leaders, meanwhile, are urging officials in Maryland and Illinois to draw new maps despite resistance from some members of their party.
Democrats in Virginia surprised the public last month when they unveiled a plan to redraw the state's map. They have not yet released a map and will need voter permission to adopt a new one. Their move was a reminder that new states can join the redistricting fight with little warning.
With the stakes so high, leaders from both parties are all but certain to put more pressure on their state-level allies. They also risk inspiring their opponents. When Republicans succeed in one state, Democrats in another state say they have to retaliate. When Democrats make gains in one place, Republicans urge their side to counterattack.
Kadia Goba, Marianna Sotomayor and Justin Jouvenal contributed to this report.
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Politics
Trump-Marjorie Taylor Greene breakup shakes MAGA: 'Mom and Dad are separated'
In Greene's Georgia congressional district, much of the MAGA base has her back against Trump, who has called her a "traitor."  

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia) in 2024 outside the U.S. Capitol. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Hannah Knowles | 2025-11-20
LAFAYETTE, Ga. -- Half an hour into the Walker County GOP meeting, Chairwoman Jackie Harling turned to "the elephant in the room" -- the explosive breakup of President Donald Trump and their congresswoman, Marjorie Taylor Greene.
As Harling put it: "Mom and Dad are separated."
No one directly criticized the president in the 45-minute discussion that followed. But the message was clear: Not even Trump could  turn these Make America Great Again supporters against one of their movement's biggest stars in Congress. Audience members murmured in agreement as the Republican chair for the congressional district, who has worked for Greene, defended her and cast her as even more focused on the "America First" agenda than Trump.
"We got Donald Trump trying to take care of the world," said the chair, Jim Tully, pacing in front of the lectern. "Got Marjorie Taylor Greene trying to take care of the country."

Jim Tully, the chair of the GOP for Georgia's 14th Congressional District, speaks at a meeting of the Walker County Republican Party on Tuesday in LaFayette, Georgia. (Hannah Knowles/The Washington Post)


Greene's split with Trump, which unfolded over issues including foreign workers and the effort to release government files on convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein, is testing the president's command of the "America First" movement he mobilized. Trump recently called Greene a "traitor," withdrew his endorsement of her reelection and encouraged a primary challenge in 2026. But many Republican leaders and voters in Greene's deep-red district say they are sticking with her, boosting her bid to carve out a populist MAGA brand independent of the president.
The mood in Georgia's 14th District, a rural GOP stronghold in the state's northwest, offers one early measure of Trump's pull in the party as he faces rare pushback from MAGA leaders. The president has said he knows "what MAGA wants better than anybody else," but some allies have warned that he has in some ways fallen out of step with the base.
The fallout is still risky for Greene, once considered one of Trump's staunchest supporters on the Hill. Her allies are quick to emphasize that they still support Trump. Her recent criticism of the president has infuriated some other Republicans, who accuse her of stoking divisions in the GOP that Democrats are eager to amplify. And some GOP voters said in interviews that they are questioning Greene's commitment to the party.
"Our president is not happy with her," said John Hagen, 83. "And I usually go along with our president."

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia) defied Trump by pushing to release the Epstein files. Her voters have mixed feelings about the falling-out.


But even some of Greene's Republican critics say that her populist message has resonated in the district and that it will be difficult to oust her. Trump is also trying to unseat Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky), another House Republican who has clashed with him.
After the Walker County GOP meeting finished, 45-year-old Roy Hambrick lingered in the parking lot and chatted with another attendee. Hambrick, who hosts a local podcast, returned to the topic of "Marjorie and Trump." He still liked Trump, but he told the other man that someone needed to knock Trump in the back of the head and tell him to stop.
Some people said Greene was "backstabbing" the party, Hambrick said, but in his view she was "speaking the language of the people." And she was getting results.
"Did you see the House voted today to release the Epstein files?" he said. "I was jumping up and down. This is what I want."
For months, Trump had lashed out at supporters he accused of obsessing over the Epstein files, suggesting that the issue was a distraction promoted by Democrats. Greene and three other House Republicans this week succeeded in forcing a House vote to release the documents, joining with Democrats and overcoming fierce resistance from the White House. After a vote became inevitable, Trump reversed course and said Republicans should support the release. On Wednesday, he said that he had signed the bill Congress passed directing the Justice Department to release the files. The Justice Department has said little about how it would respond.

Greene, center, with survivors of Jeffrey Epstein, the convicted sex offender, outside the U.S. Capitol on Tuesday. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Greene's office and the White House did not respond to requests for comment. The congresswoman wrote on social media this week that Trump's attacks on her are "unwarranted and vicious." Trump's team has said he is delivering on his campaign promises as the "architect" of MAGA.
Releasing the Epstein files has been a years-long cause on the right, with Trump allies previously promoting theories that elites covered up an extensive child sex-trafficking ring. The House Oversight Committee recently released thousands of pages of documents that included details of his correspondence with powerful associates and some emails that Epstein wrote about Trump. Republicans largely dismissed the emails, which did not describe any criminal wrongdoing by Trump.
Greene's recent tensions with Trump went far beyond the Epstein files. The congresswoman also suggested the Trump administration is too focused on foreign affairs, criticized aid to Argentina and assailed her party's approach to health care in a slew of media appearances. Days after Trump drew MAGA backlash for saying that the U.S. needs foreign workers because it does not have enough "talented people" for specialized jobs, Greene said she would introduce a bill to end the H-1B visa program at the center of the controversy, saying, "I serve Americans only."
Trump erupted Friday night, writing on Truth Social that potential conservative challengers in Greene's district are "fed up with her and her antics" and that "if the right person runs, they will have my Complete and Unyielding Support."
The back-and-forth kept escalating: The president branded her "Marjorie 'Traitor' Greene," while Greene accused Trump of putting her in danger. Police in Rome, Georgia, said they responded to a bomb threat at Greene's home there on Tuesday but found "no active hazard," and are investigating email threats directed at Greene's family.
Local Republicans are holding out hope that Trump and Greene will make up, just as Trump has made up with other Republicans now serving in his Cabinet.
"I love Mom, and I love Dad, and I know that deep down they love each other," Harling, the Walker County GOP chair, said in an interview. "I want Mom and Dad to make up. And I think they will."
Harling's group is one of several county parties in Greene's district that shared a statement supporting the congresswoman after Trump pulled his endorsement. The statement came from Tully, the GOP chair for the 14th District, who alluded to "recent national criticism" of Greene and said he stood by her. (Tully has served as a field representative for Greene this year. He and Greene's office did not respond to inquiries about whether he still works for her.)

President Donald Trump and Greene, wearing a Trump hat, at a joint session of Congress on March 4 at the Capitol. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Salleigh Grubbs, a state GOP leader who used to chair the party in Cobb County -- which overlaps with Greene's district -- said a primary challenge to Greene would be an "uphill battle" for an opponent.
"Because the people that support the congresswoman are definitely digging in their heels," she said.
At the same time, Greene's clash with Trump has created new critics around the state.
Kylie Jane Kremer, the Georgia-based executive director of Women for America First, said she used to consider Greene "America First" but "lately her behavior feels more like a toddler having a temper tantrum."
"We need real fighters, not attention-seekers," she said.
Plenty of Republicans in the district just want the fighting to end. "We need to come together as family and stop all this madness that's going on in our party," one man at the Walker County GOP meeting said. The crowd applauded.
In Rome, 56-year-old Tammy Carter said Trump needs to "get over" his spat with Greene. She voted for the president, and still liked a lot of his agenda, but had some disagreements: The comment about the shortage of "talented people" in the U.S., she said, made her angry, and she thought Greene was right about the Epstein files.
"When it comes to that," she said, "I'm totally on her side."
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They retired from the government. Now they're back, protecting forests Trump abandoned. 
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Politics
Trump to meet New York Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani on Friday
The 34-year-old democratic socialist has faced frequent public attacks from the president and has vowed to resist his agenda.

New York Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani attends an event in the city's Harlem neighborhood on Nov. 12. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


By Niha Masih | 2025-11-20
President Donald Trump will meet with New York Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani on Friday after months of name-calling and threats against the 34-year-old democratic socialist, who has vowed to resist his agenda.
"We have agreed that this meeting will take place at the Oval Office on Friday, November 21st," Trump said in a social media post Wednesday evening.
Mamdani's campaign confirmed the meeting. "As is customary for an incoming mayoral administration, the Mayor-elect plans to meet with the President in Washington to discuss public safety, economic security and the affordability agenda that over one million New Yorkers voted for just two weeks ago," Mamdani spokeswoman Dora Pekec said in a statement.
Earlier in the week, Trump had signaled his intention to meet with Mamdani, telling reporters on Sunday night, "We'll work something out."
Mamdani will be sworn in as New York's first Muslim mayor on Jan. 1.
Trump waded into the New York mayoral race by endorsing one of Mamdani's opponents, former New York governor Andrew M. Cuomo -- a Democrat who ran as an independent. The president has kept up a relentless line of attack on Mamdani over his policy positions, which include free city bus services, freezing rent on rent-stabilized apartments, launching city-owned grocery stores and free early child care.
Ahead of the mayoral election, Trump also threatened to cut funding to New York and "take over" the city in the event of a Mamdani victory. Trump wields considerable influence over federal dollars going to New York City, where the 2026 operating budget relies on $7.4 billion in federal funding, The Washington Post has reported.
Previously, Trump threatened to arrest Mamdani if he were to block Immigration and Customs Enforcement raids in New York. He has variously called Mamdani "terrible," "bad news" and a "total nutjob."
Mamdani has also faced a barrage of Islamophobic attacks and baseless questions about his citizenship status from some Trump supporters and Republican lawmakers -- including from Rep. Andrew Ogles (R-Tennessee), who referred to Mamdani as "little muhammad," called for him to be deported and asked the Justice Department to investigate him earlier this year.
Mamdani was born in Kampala, Uganda, to parents of Indian origin. The family moved to New York City when Mamdani was 7, and he became a naturalized U.S. citizen in 2018.
Mamdani has not backed down in the face of Trump's insults and threats. In his victory speech, Mamdani said New York can become a model for how to defeat Trump "by dismantling the very conditions that allowed him to accumulate power."
"So, Donald Trump, since I know you're watching, I have four words for you: Turn the volume up," he said.
He has been a vocal critic of the Trump administration's agenda, especially an immigration crackdown that has targeted Democratic-led cities. In his first news conference after being elected, Mamdani said he would address the "twin crises" of "an authoritarian administration and an affordability crisis."
Recently, Mamdani said he would contact the White House as he prepares to take office, emphasizing his responsibility to work collaboratively, even with political adversaries.
"I'll say that I'm here to work for the benefit of everyone who calls the city home, and that wherever there is a possibility for working together toward that end, I'm ready," Mamdani told NBC New York last week. "And if it's to the expense of those New Yorkers, I will fight it."
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Politics
House Ethics opens investigation into Republican Rep. Cory Mills
The panel will probe multiple controversies Mills (R-Florida) has faced since joining the House, including allegations he benefited from federal weapons contracts.

Rep. Cory Mills (R-Florida) is facing an investigation by the House Ethics Committee. (Maansi Srivastava/For The Washington Post) 


By Kadia  Goba | 2025-11-20
The House Ethics Committee launched an investigation into Rep. Cory Mills (R-Florida) hours before the chamber voted to refer a censure resolution to the House panel.
The committee said in a news release Wednesday that members voted to establish an investigative subcommittee to probe whether Mills violated the House's code of conduct or any law following allegations that he failed to properly disclose required information to the House. The inquiry also would look into whether he violated campaign finance laws during campaigns in 2022 and 2024, improperly solicited and/or received gifts, including in connection with privately sponsored officially connected travel, used his position to receive special favors, engaged in misconduct with respect to allegations of sexual misconduct and/or dating violence and misused congressional resources or status.
The committee said it would release the names of the investigative subcommittee once the members are chosen.
Representatives for Mills did not immediately respond to requests for comment. Neither did representatives for House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana).
The committee's investigation launch came hours before a scheduled House vote on censuring Mills that was instead referred to the Ethics Committee in a 310-103 vote.  Eight Republicans voted against referring the censure, while 12 Democrats and Republicans voted present and eight did not vote. Rep. Nancy Mace (R-South Carolina) on Wednesday offered a privileged resolution -- a procedural move that circumvents leadership and fast-tracks a vote to the House floor -- to censure Mills and remove him from the House Foreign Affairs and Armed Services committees.
Mace's resolution about Mills points to, among other claims, allegations that he solicited and secured government contracts as a member, claims of stolen valor and two accusations of misconduct toward women.
"Congresswoman Nancy Mace's latest stunt is a politically motivated attempt to grab headlines and settle personal scores," Mills said in a statement Wednesday. "The American people deserve better than fabricated accusations and theatrics at a time when Republicans should be focused on governing."
One of the women, Sarah Raviani, pushed back against Mace in a social media post Wednesday, saying the congresswoman was using Raviani's private life as a "pawn for political gain" and clarified that she and Mills were "extremely jet-lagged, overwhelmed, and intoxicated" the night police officers were called to Mills's residence in February. Raviani later recanted statements she gave police after calling 911, and prosecutors declined to pursue misdemeanor assault charges against Mills.
Mills's military record came under scrutiny when NOTUS reported that service members had no recollection of him being at an incident in Iraq for which he was awarded a Bronze Star. The lawmaker's chief of staff dismissed the scrutiny over the military award.
"Cory Mills earned his Bronze Star and the paperwork proves it," Mills's chief of staff, Catherine Treadwell, said Wednesday in a statement.
The ethics panel will tackle the battery of controversies Mills has faced since taking office in 2023, while appearing to leave off allegations made against Mills regarding stolen valor and a public eviction dispute. The Office of Congressional Conduct previously recommended that the House Ethics Committee investigate whether Mills benefited from federal weapons contracts while in office.
"Congressman Mills is committed to complying with all laws and ethics rules and is pleased that the Federal Election Commission recently dismissed a complaint with similar allegations," Jillian Anderson, a spokesperson for Mills, told Politico in March. "We trust the House Ethics Committee will come to a similar conclusion."
Last month, a Florida judge granted an order of protection against Mills in favor of an ex-girlfriend who accused him of threatening her with revenge porn. Mills denied any wrongdoing in connection with the claims. "These claims are false and misrepresent the nature of my interactions," he said in a statement when the order was granted.
Mills has become a target for Democrats, as well. In September, Democrats threatened to censure Mills in response to a similar effort against Rep. LaMonica McIver (D-New Jersey) that ultimately failed. Democrats abandoned a separate censure push against Mills after a vote on a Republican-led reprimand failed Tuesday against Del. Stacey Plaskett (D-Virgin Islands) for text messages exchanged with convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein during a 2019 congressional hearing.
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Politics
House votes to undo law allowing senators to sue over Jan. 6 subpoenas
The provision, which outraged House members, was tucked into a bill to reopen the government last week.

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) walks through the Capitol on Tuesday, Nov. 18. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin, Theodoric Meyer | 2025-11-20
The House voted unanimously Wednesday night to repeal a provision that Congress passed last week that allows senators to sue the federal government for seizing their phone records -- but the repeal effort faces an uncertain future in the Senate.
The provision in the law that ended the government shutdown allows senators to sue the Justice Department for seizing or issuing subpoenas for their data without notifying them, as long as they are not the targets of a criminal investigation. The law specifies that senators can receive $500,000 in potential damages for each violation, in addition to legal fees. It does not apply to House members.
The language was drafted in response to special counsel Jack Smith's investigation into President Donald Trump's involvement in the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. The FBI obtained phone data from at least eight senators and one House member from the days before and after the attack, according to an FBI document released by Senate Republicans last month.
The provision took House members -- and many senators -- by surprise last week and prompted intense backlash from lawmakers of both parties, who criticized it as "self-dealing." It briefly seemed to jeopardize the effort to reopen the government, as some House Republicans threatened to withhold their vote until it could be changed. House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) said he was angry about the provision and pledged to fast-track a vote to repeal it.
Rep. Austin Scott (R-Georgia) sponsored the legislation to repeal the provision. He argued on the House floor Wednesday that Congress was given a choice whether to reopen the government "and I'm glad we ended the chaos."
"But there's a provision in this bill that in my time in office, I believe is probably the most self-centered, self-serving piece of language I have ever seen in any piece of legislation," he said.
Democrats also derided the measure as a scheme for senators to make money off American taxpayers and slammed their Republican colleagues for supporting the bill to fund the government last week despite the provision. (Six House Democrats also voted for the bill.)
"Under no circumstances should the power entrusted to us as members of Congress be used to line our own pockets," said Rep. Joe Morelle (New York), the top Democrat on the House Administration Committee. "Anyone who voted for this appalling provision, including all but two House Republicans just last week, should be ashamed of themselves."
Despite the overwhelming support for reversing the provision in the House, there's little indication that the Senate will take it up soon -- at least without rewriting it.
The measure was a last-minute addition to the bill to end the shutdown negotiated by Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) and Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York), each of whom said later said they were seeking to protect senators from abuse of federal investigative powers by presidents of the other party.
Thune has not said whether the Senate will take up the bill if it passes the House. But he has defended the provision, even as he acknowledged some senators were frustrated they weren't told about it earlier.
"I take that as a legitimate criticism in terms of the process," Thune told reporters Wednesday. "But I think on the substance, I believe that you need to have some sort of accountability and consequence for that kind of weaponization against a coequal, independent branch of the government."
Schumer said Thune had pushed for the measure and that he would support repealing it. But he added that he persuaded Thune to write the provision in a way that allowed senators to sue the Justice Department going forward as well as retroactively -- so it didn't only apply to the Jan. 6 investigation.
"We wanted to make sure that at least Democratic senators were protected from Bondi and others who might go after them," Schumer told reporters Tuesday, referring to Attorney General Pam Bondi.
Senate Republicans discussed how to handle the bill during a closed-door lunch Wednesday but emerged without a consensus.
Most of the senators whose phone records were collected by the FBI in the Jan. 6 investigation have said they don't plan to sue under the provision.
Sen. Rick Scott (R-Florida), who has said his records were collected as a part of the Smith investigation, said he would support the House repeal bill.
"I give away my salary, so it's not like I need to make any money off government," said Scott, a former health care executive who is one of the richest members of the Senate.
Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) said in a statement that the Senate provision is "a bad idea."
"There needs to be accountability for the Biden [Justice Department]'s outrageous abuse of the separation of powers, but the right way to do that is through public hearings, tough oversight, including of the complicit telecomm companies, and prosecution where warranted," he said.
But Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina), whose records were also collected during the investigation into the attack on the Capitol, has emerged as the bill's most vocal defender.
He said he favors revising the provision to allow House members and others to sue in addition to senators.
"I think there's a general belief that we probably need to rewrite it and expand it to deal with other groups so that other people can have their day in court," Graham said.
He said he plans to sue the Justice Department as well as Verizon, which he said turned over his phone records improperly.
"This is not about the money as much as it is about making sure it doesn't happen again," Graham told reporters Wednesday.
Kadia Goba contributed to this report.
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Politics
Social Security scraps plan to limit disability benefits after uproar
The policy would have fundamentally altered who qualifies for the two federal disability programs by eliminating or limiting a person's age as a factor to consider.

Social Security applicants over age 50 have a better chance of qualifying for disability benefits because age is treated as a limitation in adapting to many jobs. (Wesley Lapointe/For The Washington Post)


By Lisa Rein, Meryl Kornfield | 2025-11-20
The Social Security Administration has abandoned plans to block thousands of older Americans from qualifying for disability benefits after an uproar that reached senior officials in the Trump White House, according to people familiar with the decision.
The agency is also halting a plan to use modern labor market data to help judge whether disability claimants can work, a project that has cost the federal government more than $350 million so far. The new data would have replaced a long-outdated jobs database that until recently included obsolete occupations such as nut sorters and telephone quotation clerks.
The policy affecting older people would have fundamentally altered who qualifies for the two federal disability programs by eliminating or limiting a person's age as a factor to consider. It fulfilled a long-held goal of Trump officials to tighten the federal safety net and had been on track to be announced in the Federal Register as soon as December.
But widespread opposition mounted following an article in The Washington Post in October that reported the new policy could result in a loss of future benefits for hundreds of thousands of people.
Jason Turkish -- an attorney representing disabled people and co-founder of the advocacy group Alliance for America's Promise -- said SSA Commissioner Frank Bisignano and other administration officials assured him in meetings over the past week that the proposal would not move forward. A former Social Security executive familiar with the disability program confirmed that Bisignano has scrapped the proposed rule.
"The commissioner took a decisive, unambiguous role in concretely ruling out that this mega-regulation would move forward," Turkish said.
A White House spokesperson said that "the White House has not seen any such proposal. However, President Trump remains fully committed to protecting and strengthening Social Security while making it easier for millions of Americans to engage with the Social Security Administration."
Social Security officials did not respond to requests for comment Wednesday.
The about-face follows months of turmoil at the agency that issues retirement and disability benefits to 72 million Americans. Thousands of staff cuts, voluntary departures and reassignments, service failures, and an aggressive takeover by Elon Musk's U.S. DOGE Service early in the Trump administration have led to widespread customer complaints and low morale in the agency's workforce.
Social Security evaluates disability claims by considering age, work experience and education to determine if someone can adjust to other types of work. Applicants over 50 have a better chance of qualifying because age is treated as a limitation in adapting to many jobs.

Frank Bisignano, President Donald Trump's nominee for Social Security Administration commissioner, testifies at his Senate confirmation hearing in March. (Maansi Srivastava/For The Washington Post)


But with prodding from Office of Management and Budget Director Russell Vought earlier this year, the agency began to consider eliminating age as a factor entirely or raising the threshold to 60, according to people familiar with the plans, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share private discussions. Leland Dudek, the acting commissioner at the time, instructed officials to begin drafting the new rule shortly after he took office.
Advocates for the disabled and elderly applauded the decision to back off.
"Social Security disability insurance is a critical lifeline for people who find themselves no longer able to work," Jenn Jones, vice president of financial security for AARP, said in a statement. "We appreciate Commissioner Bisignano's commitment to a careful and transparent process, because any changes to [disability insurance] can impact older Americans across the country who rely on Social Security for their independence and livelihoods."
A cut in disability benefits could have significant political consequences, advocates and lawmakers have warned, pointing to Trump's campaign promise to not touch Social Security.
"I'm incredibly pleased to see Commissioner Bisignano and the administration decided not to pursue proposed cuts to Social Security's disability programs -- cuts which would have been out of step not only with what the American people want, but also with President Trump's repeated promises not to cut Social Security," Rebecca Vallas, CEO of the National Academy of Social Insurance, said in a statement.
Conservatives have long argued that since Americans are living longer and fewer have jobs that require manual labor, many physically disabled workers could adapt to desk work, with the result that fewer people would qualify for disability benefits. Social Security had prepared a similar rule at the end of the first Trump administration but ran out of time to formally propose it.
To determine the jobs a disability applicant might be able to do, Social Security has long relied on a database compiled by the Labor Department, which abandoned the list more than 30 years ago as the economy shifted away from blue-collar work to information and services. Martin O'Malley, who served as Social Security commissioner during the Biden administration, removed many of those jobs from consideration after scrutiny from lawmakers following a Post investigation in 2022.
But the agency did not replace them with a sophisticated database of jobs in the modern U.S. economy compiled by the Bureau of Labor Statistics over the course of years. Among the Trump administration's concerns with using the new data is that younger disabled people with cognitive and mental impairments would probably qualify for fewer jobs, potentially leading more of them to be awarded benefits, the former Social Security executive said.
According to two former officials, starting next year the agency planned to develop a database using the BLS data to help determine which jobs, if any, someone seeking benefits could perform. Disability advocates say they worry that such a database would be programmed to come up with a vast array of jobs -- particularly if advancing age was no longer a limiting factor -- and would end up denying benefits to tens of thousands of claimants every year.
Michelle Spadafore, a New York-based disability attorney, said that advocates were most concerned about the proposal that could have made more older Americans ineligible for disability and are willing to wait until the agency moves forward with a modern jobs database.
"I don't know if there's a way to not throw out the baby with the bathwater," she said. "The threat of taking age out of the equation is so great that even though we want to see modernization of job data, we're willing to wait on that."
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White House
Trump administration agrees not to paint the Eisenhower building before 2026
Historic preservationist groups asked for a preliminary injunction to stop the government from making any changes to the building without undergoing a standard review process.

The Eisenhower building on Aug. 17. (Michael A. McCoy/For The Washington Post)


By Brianna Tucker | 2025-11-19
The Trump administration will freeze potential plans to paint the Eisenhower Executive Office Building next to the White House this year, new court filings show, granting a temporary victory to historic preservation groups who sued to block renovation of the 137-year-old building.
"GSA will not authorize or engage in the physical actions of power washing/cleaning, painting, or repointing the Eisenhower Executive Office Building before Dec. 31, 2025," a statement from Andrew Heller, acting commissioner of the General Services Administration, declared in a court filing on Tuesday.
In the interim, federal Judge Dabney L. Friedrich is expected to rule on a request for a preliminary injunction from the groups, which seeks to stop the government from making any changes to the building without undergoing a standard review process.
The White House declined to say whether the president would heed GSA's promise not to paint the building this year -- and criticized those who had sued the president over a beautification project.
"President Trump is making the White House beautiful and giving it the glory it deserves. Only people with a severe case of Trump Derangement Syndrome would find a problem with that," Davis Ingle, a White House spokesman, said in a statement.
The sudden declaration from GSA comes after the DC Preservation League and Cultural Heritage Partners, a law firm focused on historic preservation, filed a complaint on Friday against the Trump administration after President Donald Trump speculated about painting the building next to the White House stark white.
During a Fox News interview last week, Trump said that the Eisenhower Building "was always considered an ugly building" and lamented its historic gray color -- the exterior facade is mostly composed of polished granite, slate, and ornate cast-iron trim -- saying that "gray is for funerals."
In the lawsuit, which was filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, the groups argued Trump could not unilaterally alter "one of the most architecturally significant and historic structures in the Nation's Capital." They also argued that any alterations that could cause "irreversible" changes and therefore must undergo public review under the National Historic Preservation Act and the National Environmental Policy Act. Paint could not be removed from the EEOB's stone facade without risking its destruction, according to the suit.
"The government's temporary freeze of the president's plans marks a significant step forward," Greg Werkheiser, founding partner of Cultural Heritage Partners, said in a statement. "The court battle lies ahead, and we are fully conscious of just how much is at stake for this wonderful building and for the rest of America's treasures protected under law."
Rebecca Miller, executive director of the DC Preservation League, warned "the threat of harm to this National Historic Landmark remains" despite the temporary halt to the plans, and she urged people to lobby their representatives and ask that the administration reconsider renovation plans.
The EEOB, as it is commonly known, is a preeminent example of French Second Empire architecture and a National Historic Landmark, according to the General Services Administration. Built between 1871 and 1888 as the home of the State, War and Navy departments, the building now serves as office space for more than 1,500 employees working for the president and vice president, as well as the Treasury and Defense departments.
The proposed painting of the EEOB marked the latest chapter of the Trump administration's work to transform the White House complex. Since returning to office, he has paved the Rose Garden, erected a pair of 88-foot-tall flag poles on the North and South lawns, covered the Lincoln Bathroom in marble, and torn down the East Wing of the White House to make room for a 90,000-square-foot ballroom building he estimates will cost $300 million.
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White House
Opposing MAGA critics, Trump says he will 'welcome' foreign workers
Speaking to tech leaders Wednesday, President Donald Trump said companies need immigrant workers because they can't "hire people off an unemployment line" to build chips.

President Donald Trump and Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman of Saudi Arabia stand for a photo with Tesla CEO Elon Musk, Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang and other participants at the U.S.-Saudi Investment Forum at the Kennedy Center on Wednesday. (Win McNamee/Getty Images)


By Natalie Allison, Cat Zakrzewski | 2025-11-19
President Donald Trump on Wednesday defended his decision to continue welcoming foreign workers to the United States for tech manufacturing jobs and potentially stirred up more upset within his base by maintaining that American workers aren't up to the task.
"You can't come in and open up a massive computer chip factory for billions and billions of dollars, like is being done in Arizona, and think you're going to hire people off an unemployment line to run it," Trump said at the U.S.-Saudi Investment Forum, an event coinciding with the visit of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman. "They're going to have to bring thousands of people with them, and I'm going to welcome those people."
The president's comments come in the wake of heavy criticism from some MAGA commentators and voters about his support for the H-1B visa program, which allows foreign workers with specialized skills to take jobs in the United States. Granting foreign visas for tech jobs is one of several issues currently dividing Republicans, some of whom have argued Trump is not upholding his "America First" agenda. As wages have lagged and inflation has remained stubborn under Trump's watch, prominent populist conservatives have said it's a betrayal of American workers to offer high-skill jobs to immigrants.
But the hundreds of business executives in Trump's audience included many tech leaders who have lobbied heavily to keep the visa program functioning. Among them was Jensen Huang, CEO of Nvidia, which has begun producing its high-powered Blackwell chips in Arizona at a plant where many workers have immigrated from Taiwan. Trump addressed Huang directly when he took an even deeper swipe at the U.S. workforce: "I don't think you can do that with people that don't even know what a chip looks like."
Since last month, Trump has warned that factories producing chips, batteries and other products may initially need to rely on foreign workers who have specialized skills in manufacturing those products. He has suggested that the foreign workers would only work in the roles temporarily and could train American workers in the process. However, there is not a clear path for workers to temporarily immigrate for these roles.
Aware of the blowback he has faced in recent weeks, Trump on Wednesday insisted his embrace of foreign workers was the path forward for expanding manufacturing in the U.S. -- and that it would eventually benefit more American workers.
"I love my conservative friends, I love MAGA, but this is MAGA," Trump insisted. "And those people are going to teach our people how to make computer chips. And in a short period of time, our people are going to be doing great."
After clarifying that his supporters "love" him and that he loves them back, Trump said some of them are "way right" on the political spectrum, and acknowledged he may "take a little heat" from them for his position on immigrant workers.
"They're unbelievable patriots, but they just don't understand -- our people have to be taught this," Trump said of his supporters' opposition to bringing in foreign workers. Trump was emphatic as he spoke.
"We're not going to be successful if we don't allow people that invest billions of dollars in plant and equipment to bring a lot of their people from their country to get that plant open, operating and working," he said. "I'm sorry."
"So my poll numbers just went down, but with smart people, they've gone way up."
The dissonance with "America First" proponents has been brewing for months. During a recent interview with Fox News host Laura Ingraham, who suggested the United States already has a sufficient number of skilled workers to staff these types of plants, Trump replied "No you don't," a remark that prompted uproar from some of his supporters.
Earlier this year, Trump angered his base after suggesting he would create a legal path to remain in the country for farmworkers and hospitality laborers, after hearing complaints from agriculture executives and those in the hotel and restaurant industry. Trump campaigned on a pledge of "mass deportations," while promising to usher in a "golden age" of economic opportunity for Americans, including the working class.
Mark Mitchell, head pollster at the conservative Rasmussen Reports who said he visited the White House on Monday, in recent days has continued to speak out against Trump's embrace of H-1B visas and warned that the administration should move away from the program.
"H1B is a toxic third rail, and should probably never be defended again," Mitchell wrote on X.
A White House spokesman issued a statement Wednesday that did not address the question of whether the foreign visa program takes jobs away from Americans.
"American workers are the most talented and hardworking in the world. Right now, over one-in-ten young adults in America are neither employed, in higher education, or receiving vocational training," said Kush Desai, White House spokesman. "President Trump is committed to working with industry leaders from across the world to help unleash this vast untapped potential of American hands and minds to usher in our next Golden Age."
In September, hundreds of South Korean workers at a Georgia plant that manufactures batteries for electric vehicles were detained during an immigration raid and removed from the country. Referring to the raid at the Hyundai manufacturing site, which was carried out by Trump's U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the president on Wednesday said he remarked afterward, "Stop it. Don't be stupid." Some of those South Korean workers recently returned to the plant.
As the Trump administration's frequently changing tariffs snarl global supply chains, many companies have sought exemptions from the White House by making commitments to open large factories in the United States. Trump often touts these investments as a signal that his trade policies are working, even though some of the manufacturing plans predate his presidency.
In other instances, companies have announced plans to build facilities in the United States, but they haven't opened yet. Trump says these facilities will create jobs for Americans, though companies often rely on foreign labor.
The administration now charges a large fee for people to apply for H-1B visas, a visa typically used for temporary, high skilled work. When asked about visas for factory workers last month, Trump said the administration is working on a plan. The White House did not answer a question Wednesday about whether that plan has been created.
At another point in his speech Wednesday, Trump, whom White House advisers have tried to get to focus more on talking about addressing Americans' economic concerns, mentioned the "incredible strides" his administration has made to "make America affordable again." But Trump also seemed to mock the word "affordability" -- pronouncing it slowly as he described it as "a new word that they use."
Noting how some food prices have dropped this year, Trump said only the prices of stocks have risen since he retook office.
"The only thing that we're going up in is our stock market," Trump said.
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White House
Noem at odds with Trump-appointed panel over future of FEMA
Instead of further shrinking and dismantling FEMA, the FEMA Review Council wants to make it more independent. 

President Donald Trump attends a briefing on Hurricane Laura in 2020 at FEMA headquarters in Washington. (Erin Scott/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


By Brianna Sacks, Isaac Arnsdorf | 2025-11-20
A panel appointed by President Donald Trump to review whether to eliminate the Federal Emergency Management Agency has instead concluded in a report that the agency should be more powerful and autonomous. Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem, however, wants to take FEMA in a different direction.
The wrangling over the FEMA review council's long-awaited report, which has been in the works for nearly 10 months, will help determine the fate of one of Trump's controversial efforts to reshape the government and its ability to respond to disasters such as floods, fires and hurricanes.
Noem, as the council co-chair, is responsible for finalizing the report and sending it to Trump for review. Her draft, which is not finished, recommends keeping FEMA within the Department of Homeland Security and largely removing FEMA from its direct role in disaster relief, instead turning it into more of a grant-making operation, according to five people familiar with the situation who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the private deliberations. The council's earlier draft did not recommend those changes, but rather that FEMA gets elevated to a Cabinet-level office.
Noem's office also wants to reduce the federal government's share of disaster-related costs to 50 percent, with states having to fund the other 50 percent with cash, which some council members staunchly opposed, according to a person familiar with the situation. Under FEMA guidelines, the federal government covers about 75 percent of costs, and in extreme cases it will front nearly 100 percent for a period of time. The council is recommending FEMA keep its current cost share responsibility, which is defined by the Stafford Act.
A spokesperson for DHS denied Noem was trying to alter the report.
"Secretary Noem is the Chairwoman of the council and has worked with committee members collaboratively on the reform report," DHS spokeswoman Tricia McLaughlin said in a statement. She said the council has "spent months working to provide recommendations to reshape and reform the bureaucratic mess that exists at FEMA."

Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem on Monday at the White House. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


The negotiations over the report are still in flux, and the president's final decision is not yet clear, according to people familiar with the process. Since he initially floated "reforming and overhauling FEMA -- or maybe getting rid of FEMA" in January, Trump has met with first responders and victims' families in disaster areas and heard from advisers and Republican officials who oppose eliminating the agency. The final report, which carries no legal weight but is a recommendation to the president for FEMA's next steps, is expected in mid-December. The New York Times first reported details of tensions around the FEMA Review Council's report earlier Wednesday.
White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson described the council's mandate as recommending how to make sure "the federal role remains supplemental and appropriate to the scale of disaster."
"Secretary Noem is working hard to implement the President's vision that will best serve the American public," Jackson said.
Trump, who has been highly critical of FEMA, appointed the council in part to address criticism of the way the federal government responds to natural disasters, according to people involved in the process. The 10-member council, led by Noem and co-chaired by Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth, is composed of Republican state and local elected officials, a veteran FEMA official and an insurance CEO.
"When we first heard about the creation of this council, I think there were concerns that it would not do its due diligence," said Pete Gaynor, who led FEMA for a time during Trump's first administration. "But I think the council has done some pretty good work. I think they have made some positive recommendations on turning this thing from an overly complicated recovery process to something more simplified I think meets everyone's goals."
In early November, the council submitted a 160-page draft proposal on how to revamp FEMA and improve the country's disaster response system -- the result of about 13,000 public comments and about a dozen public and closed meetings with communities, many small and rural, from Puerto Rico to Louisiana to Wyoming to California.
The overarching conclusion aligned with Trump's impulse to push more disaster-response capabilities and decisions to states. But the council, according to a person involved in the process and a review of meetings, became more focused on improving and elevating the agency, rather than shrinking or eliminating it.
"President Trump is putting Americans first by creating a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to methodically align and strengthen how emergency management is integrated across all levels of government," Kevin Guthrie, Florida's director of emergency management, said during an August FEMA review council meeting in Oklahoma City. "We don't get an opportunity to hit the reset button often, and we've been given that opportunity through this committee."

People impacted by the California wildfires seek information and relief at a FEMA Disaster Recovery Center on Jan. 16 at Pasadena City College. (Etienne Laurent/AP)


Some of the council's detailed suggestions include making it easier for disaster-stricken residents and communities to get FEMA's Individual and Public Assistance funds by accelerating the dispersal of funding to the communities and reforming how FEMA manages the National Flood Insurance Program, according to three people familiar with the report and a copy of its table of contents. It also proposed moving FEMA out of DHS and making it a Cabinet-level department.
But after the report's submission, Noem and her top adviser, former Trump campaign manager Corey Lewandowski, cut the draft proposal to fewer than 20 pages, while keeping open the possibility of releasing the rest as supplemental material, officials said. Some White House officials received a copy of the council's unedited draft, according to two people familiar with the matter.
"It's like Edward Scissorhands," a person familiar with the situation said of Noem's edited version of the report. "She wants to chop it up, and decentralize and really drastically limit FEMA. Many members on the council are not happy with how she has put her thumb on the scale."
Noem's revisions also include a recommendation to further cut FEMA staff by about half and have FEMA only handle debris removal and emergency protective measures when responding to a disaster, moving most of its other work -- such as helping repair damaged utilities, roads and bridges, public buildings and parks -- to other agencies, according to a person familiar with the reports. In addition, about a month ago, Noem announced a desire to relocate FEMA's headquarters from D.C. to Texas, which Politico first reported.

Top Noem aide Corey Lewandowski was involved in significantly cutting a draft proposal on how to remake FEMA. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Those ideas concerned some experts on the council who warned that state and local governments lack the resources to take over those responsibilities from FEMA and that the changes needed to be phased in to give states and local communities time to shift their budgets to better support their own emergency management capabilities.
After Trump commissioned the council through an executive order in January, the administration had largely pinned FEMA's future on what the council would suggest.
The members took that mission seriously, according to people familiar with the process. While it was clear to some that Trump and Noem both desired to get rid of FEMA as it exists today, members of the council spent months sifting through feedback from all corners of the U.S., including tribes that often struggle to get federal disaster assistance, and determined that FEMA needed to make its programs more accessible to rural regions, according to people familiar with the report. The council also highlighted the need to mitigate risk by enabling communities to rebuild more safely, they said.
That effort, one person said, created some tension between some council members and Noem and Lewandowski, who would often come into their meetings and interject his thoughts.
One example is Noem's proposal to move FEMA to Texas, and potentially tap Nim Kidd, the head of the Texas Division of Emergency Management and a member of the council, to lead the agency. She argued that relocating the agency's headquarters was one of Trump's desires, according to two people with knowledge of the situation, who added that some members of the council were shocked by the proposal.
That shift had not been something the council was discussing, and relocating much of the agency's operations out West seemed counterintuitive to the council's goal of enabling FEMA to operate more efficiently and nimbly when responding to disasters across the U.S., those people said. White House officials told some council members that the relocation was not one of Trump's priorities.
Transferring much of the agency's operations nearly across the country would make it much harder to coordinate a federal emergency response, experts and current and former officials said, especially since one of FEMA's key responsibilities is ensuring that the executive branch can function during a national emergency, such as a terrorist attack, and overseeing national emergency communication systems.
For the last few months, there has been speculation as to whether Noem would accept the council's outline for the future of FEMA and thus the nation's disaster response framework.
At the National Emergency Management Association's conference last month, Guthrie, the Florida emergency management director, addressed attendees, telling them about the much-awaited council report. Cameron Hamilton, FEMA's former acting administrator whom Noem fired this spring for going against her desire to eliminate the agency, then asked him a blunt question: "What degree of confidence do you have that [the] report that you submit to DHS will be what is submitted to the president?"
"[Guthrie] sighed," Hamilton recalled. "He said he feels confident in the report that they will submit to the Secretary. And that's where he stopped."
Greg Schneider contributed to this report.
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Politics
Trump says he'd 'love to fire' Powell, renewing attacks on Fed chair
Trump also seemed to pressure Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent to somehow persuade Powell to lower interest rates further -- or be fired himself.

President Donald Trump and Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell speak during a tour of the Federal Reserve Board building, which is currently undergoing renovations, in Washington, D.C., on July 24, 2025. (Kent Nishimura/Reuters)


By Amy B Wang | 2025-11-19
President Donald Trump renewed his attacks Wednesday against Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell, saying he would "love to fire his ass" for not lowering interest rates as much as he would like.
Speaking at a U.S.-Saudi Arabia investment forum, Trump touted mortgage rates being down "despite the Fed," then went on a rant against Powell, whom he has criticized for months.
"I'll be honest, I'd love to fire his ass. He should be fired. Guy's grossly incompetent," Trump said, to some laughter in the crowd.
Since taking office again, Trump has repeatedly flirted with the idea of firing Powell but denied that he is doing so. On Wednesday, he seemed to pressure Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent to somehow persuade Powell to lower interest rates further -- or be fired himself. The Federal Reserve, an independent government agency that typically makes policy decisions without White House interference, trimmed rates in September and October. Trump is also attempting to fire Fed governor Lisa Cook, though courts have prevented him from acting so far.
"You got to work on him, Scott," Trump said at the investment forum. "The only thing Scott's blowing it on is the Fed, because the Fed -- the rates are too high, Scott. And if you don't get it fixed fast, I'm going to fire your ass. Okay?"
Trump then segued into an apparent impression of a conversation between Bessent and himself.
"'Sir, don't fire him. Sir, please don't fire him. He's got three months to go. Don't fire him,'" Trump said in a voice meant to imitate Bessent's. Powell's term as Fed chair is set to expire next May.
"He's a voice of reason," Trump added in his normal voice, referring to Bessent. "You're very lucky you have him, I'll tell you that."
Trump also again criticized a $2.5 billion multiyear renovation project at the central bank's offices, which he incorrectly said would cost $4 billion.
"He should be sued ... I'm building a ballroom that's going to cost a tiny fraction of that, and it's bigger than the whole thing put together," Trump said, referring to the $300 million, 90,000-square-foot ballroom addition being built at the White House, where the East Wing was abruptly demolished last month.
Though Trump nominated Powell as Fed chair in 2017, during his first term, the president has ratcheted up his attacks on Powell both publicly and privately. Top Trump aides have urged him to tone it down and warned him that trying to remove the Fed chief risked exacerbating market turmoil.
Before the Fed's decision to trim rates in September, Powell maintained that the central bank needed to hold rates steady as it monitored the effects of Trump's tariffs.
In June, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt showed a note that she said Trump sent to Powell in his continuing efforts to pressure Powell to lower interest rates.
The note included a chart of nearly three dozen countries with lower interest rates than the United States, starting with Switzerland, with a handwritten message from Trump scrawled across the document.
"Jerome -- You are, as usual, 'too late,'" the message said. "You have cost the USA a fortune -- and continue to do so -- you should lower the rate -- by a lot! Hundreds of billions of dollars being lost! No inflation."
An additional note on the chart indicated Trump thought Powell should set the U.S. interest rate to be not more than 1.75 percent. The central bank's current target is between 3.75 percent and 4 percent.
Andrew Ackerman contributed to this report.
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Who attended the White House dinner for Mohammed bin Salman 
As candles flickered and a piano played in the East Room, leaders of the United States' biggest companies signaled they were open for business with Saudi Arabia.

Donald Trump Jr. attends the White House dinner. (Tom Brenner/Reuters)


By Cat Zakrzewski | 2025-11-19
The president's eldest son, the world's richest man, and dozens of prominent tech, media and sports figures gathered Tuesday night at the White House for a black-tie dinner in honor of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, who previously had been labeled a "pariah" over his role in the 2018 killing of a Washington Post opinion columnist.
Many tech and Wall Street executives sought to distance themselves from the desert kingdom seven years ago when Jamal Khashoggi was dismembered in a Saudi Consulate in Turkey -- a killing U.S. intelligence officials concluded Mohammed had ordered. But as candles flickered and a piano played in the White House's East Room on Tuesday, leaders of the United States' biggest companies signaled they were open for business with Saudi Arabia.
The formal dinner capped a day of festivities honoring Saudi Arabia's de facto leader, as President Donald Trump welcomed Mohammed to the White House as an honored guest.
Some of the dinner's attendees have had business in Saudi Arabia for years. Others are actively negotiating deals with sovereign wealth funds. Others have limited ties to Saudi Arabia but are prominent allies and benefactors of Trump.
The Washington Post asked representatives of more than 20 prominent guests about their decision to attend the dinner. They all declined to comment or did not respond.
Here's a look at some of the high-profile names on Tuesday's guest list:
The president's oldest son, Donald Trump Jr., sat among business leaders striking deals with Saudi Arabia, as his father brushed off criticism that his family's increasing business interests in the gulf state are influencing his relationship with the crown prince. Trump Jr. is an executive vice president at the Trump Organization, which announced this week that it would work with a Saudi developer to bring a Trump-branded hotel to the Maldives. Last month, Trump Jr. traveled to Riyadh to speak about his venture capital firm at an event known as "Davos in the Desert" that showcases international business in the kingdom.
Asked earlier Tuesday about whether the deals create a conflict of interest, the president sought to distance himself from his family business, which he said has "done very little" with Saudi Arabia.
Tiffany Trump and her husband, Michael Boulos, whose father, Massad Boulos, is an adviser to the president, also made a rare White House appearance for the event.

Elon Musk made his first public appearance at the White House since feuding with Trump earlier this year. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


Tech billionaire Elon Musk made his first public appearance at the White House since his feud with the president earlier this year. The executive's many businesses are increasingly courting deals in Saudi Arabia; Tesla began selling vehicles in the market this year. A day after the dinner, Musk announced that xAI, maker of his chatbot Grok, will build a 500-megawatt data center in Saudi Arabia with the kingdom-backed AI venture Humain using Nvidia chips.
Saudi Arabia has increasingly sought to position itself as a provider of AI computing power, as entities tied to its sovereign wealth fund strike deals with Western computing companies.
Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang also attended the dinner as the Trump administration and the Saudi government negotiate over access to advanced chips essential to the gulf state's AI ambitions. OpenAI President Greg Brockman was also there, as his company is pursuing funds for AI data centers while also positioning itself to build them in other countries.

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang leaves the White House after attending the dinner. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


IBM CEO Arvind Krishna and Qualcomm CEO Cristiano Amon attended on Tuesday, as well as several prominent tech and crypto executives including Apple CEO Tim Cook, Coinbase CEO Brian Armstrong and Dell CEO Michael Dell. Marc Benioff, the founder and CEO of Salesforce who recently helped persuade Trump to back off a National Guard surge in San Francisco, was also on the guest list.
Citigroup CEO Jane Fraser, Pershing Square Capital Management's Bill Ackman, Blackstone CEO Stephen Schwarzman and Charles Schwab were among the Wall Street representatives present Tuesday. The showing highlights the increasing interdependence between the Saudi and U.S. financial markets, as the kingdom is a major source of capital for U.S. companies. U.S. financial institutions also advise Saudi companies and funds on major deals.

FIFA President Giovanni Infantino attends the White House dinner. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


Saudi Arabia has sought to expand its global influence in part through sports, investing heavily in soccer, golf and boxing. Tuesday night's dinner included soccer star Cristiano Ronaldo, who plays professionally in Saudi Arabia. FIFA President Giovanni Infantino, who has emerged as a close Trump ally ahead of the 2026 men's World Cup in the U.S., also attended. Saudi Arabia is preparing to be the sole host of the tournament in 2034.

Portuguese soccer star Cristiano Ronaldo listens as Trump speaks at the dinner. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


Bryson DeChambeau, who plays professional golf on the Saudi-owned LIV Golf tour, attended the White House event after golfing with the president and visiting the White House earlier this year.
Fox News hosts Bret Baier and Maria Bartiromo had seats at the guest tables, as well as David Ellison, the CEO of the media empire that was created through the multibillion-dollar merger of Skydance and CBS parent company Paramount. He is also the son of Trump supporter and Oracle founder Larry Ellison.
Scott Nover contributed to this report.
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Since Khashoggi's killing, here's how U.S.-Saudi relations have changed
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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Politics
Democratic megadonor Tom Steyer announces run for California governor
Steyer, who has a history of spending heavily on political causes, launched his campaign pledging to make the state more affordable. 

Tom Steyer pictured in Columbia, South Carolina, on Feb. 29, 2020. (Meg Kinnard/AP)


By Maegan Vazquez | 2025-11-19
Billionaire Tom Steyer announced his campaign for governor of California on Wednesday, launching a bid that is almost certain to make the race more expensive, with an ad focused on his plans to make the state more affordable.
Steyer, a former San Francisco hedge fund manager who has never held political office, has for years used his wealth to fund his political activism. He spent millions on ads calling on the House to impeach Donald Trump during his first presidential term. He also launched a 2020 Democratic presidential bid, staking his candidacy on addressing the impacts of climate change, but dropped out after spending more than $260 million of his own money on the race.
Steyer, who has committed to giving away the vast majority of his money during his lifetime, has also spent heavily on ballot measures and campaigns, most recently funding ads in support of Proposition 50 in California -- a ballot measure crafted by state Democrats to counter Trump's push to redistrict states in favor of Republicans.
Unlike the emphasis on climate change during his 2020 run, this time around, Steyer's campaign messaging is largely focused on affordability -- a topic that has been top-of-mind for both Republicans and Democrats following the recent sweep of off-year election wins by Democrats who embraced the issue during their runs.
"Californians deserve a life they can afford, but the Californians who make this state run are being run over by the cost of living," Steyer said in the ad launching his gubernatorial campaign. "We need to get back to basics, and that means making corporations pay their fair share again."
In the ad, Steyer outlines a platform for his campaign, pledging to launch the "largest" drive to build affordable homes "in the history of California" and vowing to "break up the monopolistic power of utilities" to lower energy prices.
Steyer is joining a crowded race to replace Gov. Gavin Newsom (D), who cannot seek reelection because of term limits.
While some prominent Democratic names, such as Sen. Alex Padilla (California) and former vice president Kamala Harris, have declined to run for the seat, there are several others vying for the position.
They include former Democratic congresswoman Katie Porter, former Los Angeles mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and former health and human services secretary Xavier Becerra. Republicans in the running for governor include Steve Hilton, a former Fox News host; and Chad Bianco, the sheriff of Riverside County.
Porter criticized Steyer's entrance into the race, saying on social media that she doesn't believe the claims he made in his campaign announcement.
"A new billionaire in our race claims he'll fight the very industries he got rich helping grow -- fossil fuel companies, tobacco, and private immigration detention facilities -- at great cost to Californians," she wrote. "I call bulls---."
California has a history of wealthy candidates from the business world spending heavily on their campaigns but coming up short in elections.
Al Checchi, a former Northwest Airlines chairman, spent $40 million in the 1998 California governor's race, which at the time set a record. He attained only 12 percent of the vote in the Democratic primary. Former eBay CEO Meg Whitman shattered political spending records during her run for governor in 2010, spending more than $140 million on the bid but losing to former governor Jerry Brown.
Steyer's 2020 campaign fueled debate about the ability of billionaire candidates to boost their profiles through lavish spending. He was one of two wealthy Democrats that year to run in the primary, the other being former New York mayor Mike Bloomberg.
During the 2020 race, Steyer saturated airwaves in South Carolina with ads, betting his candidacy on a strong finish in the state. Despite going all in on the South Carolina primary -- in one of his last events as a candidate, Steyer was seen dancing onstage to rapper Juvenile's "Back That Azz Up" to rally the vote in Columbia -- he ended up coming in a disappointing third place and dropped out of the race afterward.
Amy B Wang and Karen Tumulty contributed to this report.
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The Post's View
RFK Jr. breaks yet another promise
The HHS secretary pulls the CDC website into his fantasyland.

Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. testifies before a Senate Finance Committee hearing on Sept. 4. (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2025-11-20
It would be wonderful, in a way, if it were true that vaccines cause autism. Such an easy explanation would mean that public health officials have a simple way to address the surge in recorded cases of the cognitive disorder over the past few decades. It would also mean parents of children with severe symptoms have a culprit to blame and direct their frustration.
But this is a fantasy, which is obvious to anyone with eyes. Vaccination rates among children have, lamentably, fallen steadily for most of the last decade. In fact, the vaccine ingredients that activists have pointed to as the cause of autism have long been removed from almost every shot. Yet in that time, the prevalence of autism in children has only grown.
On Wednesday, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention updated its website to surrender its steadfast adherence to vaccine science. The link between immunizations and autism, the site now reads, "have been ignored by health authorities." It disputes the agency's once-firm assertion that "vaccines do not cause autism," stating now that "studies have not ruled out the possibility that infant vaccines cause autism."
The Post reports that the change, which echoes the views of Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and President Donald Trump, was made without consulting career scientists at the agency that is responsible for vaccine safety. It also blatantly violates a pledge that Kennedy made to Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-Louisiana), who delivered the key vote for his confirmation, that the "CDC will not remove statements on their website pointing out that vaccines do not cause autism."
In a statement to The Post, HHS spokesperson Andrew Nixon said: "We are updating the CDC's website to reflect gold standard, evidence-based science." The heart-breaking reality, however, is that the website, long viewed as an unshakeable source of accurate scientific information, has clearly been corrupted by anti-vaccine ideology.
Kennedy and his allies might have the power to edit government websites, but they cannot erase the dozens of high-quality studies that have thoroughly shown that children who are vaccinated are no more likely to be diagnosed with autism than their unvaccinated peers. Nor can they deny the consequences of their anti-vaccine movement: The United States recorded its highest number of measles cases this year in more than three decades thanks to epidemics in areas with low vaccination rates. This led to the deaths of two children and one adult, all unvaccinated.
Next month, the CDC's vaccine advisory committee -- which Kennedy has staffed with his own hand-picked appointees -- is scheduled to meet to discuss changes to the childhood vaccine schedule and recommendations for the hepatitis B shot, which has long been a target of Kennedy. The website changes seem like a harbinger of something worse to come.
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Opinions
Business can teach us about governance, not just profits
Commerce with a conscience can lead to peace and progress.

Peter Drucker, right, explains the characteristics of American management to a group of business and government leaders from Poland on March 1, 1965, at New York University. (Bettmann/Getty Images)


By Tom Tugendhat | 2025-11-20
Tom Tugendhat is a Conservative member of Parliament in Britain and a distinguished fellow at the Hudson Institute.
Vienna's Hofburg palace has staged empires, romance and shame. Its halls have echoed with waltzes as ambassadors danced with countesses to secure treaties and pit national aspirations against imperial ambition before becoming witness to one of history's darkest turns: From its balcony, Adolf Hitler proclaimed the Anschluss, the annexation of Austria.
Today, the complex is dedicated to peace, with the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe now based in the palace. But the group set up to help the free world talk to the communist bloc failed to prevent the invasion of Ukraine.
Politics is failing to bring peace where business may have a chance. The overlap between the two was the theme of the annual Global Peter Drucker Forum held at the Hofburg this month, pointing out that business isn't neutral -- it shapes the world and responds to needs by coordinating demands and supply. Conviction -- serving the needs of society, not preaching the latest fad -- has been a key driver of growth for centuries.
Drucker, the father of modern management theory, recognized this in his 1946 classic, "Concept of the Corporation." Using General Motors as an example, he showed a company to be not merely a machine for profit but a social institution -- an organism, not just an organization. He showed that finance and marketing interacted at GM, and divisions such as Chevrolet and Cadillac needed rivalry and friction, along with interdependence and adaptability, but most of all they needed to be built on purpose, not just an imagined efficiency.
A student of law and political philosophy in interwar Europe, Drucker was deeply influenced by the Austrian intellectuals of his youth, including the Nobel Prize-winning economist Friedrich Hayek. Both men shared a skepticism toward centralized authority and a belief in the vitality of institutions that harness individual initiative within ethical and legal bounds. Where Hayek saw markets as the way society could bring every citizen's individual perspective into a common understanding, Drucker saw management as the moral practice that made such coordination humane and productive.
In both cases, this is business as politics. Not in today's slogans -- such as the environmental, social and governance (ESG) mantra used to virtue-signal while shunning essential industries that need carbon energy, or make arms that help nations defend their citizens -- but in the older, deeper sense of politics as the way we govern ourselves, shape the norms of our society and share responsibility and reward. In that, Drucker and Hayek were drawing from an earlier tradition: the Quaker philosophy.
Families such as the Barclays, Lloyds and Cadburys understood commerce as venture grounded in a religious sense of stewardship and social duty: honesty in trade, decency in labor, and the conviction that profit without purpose was empty.
Quaker banks became the foundation of British finance because they were willing to look at each loan on its merit, viewing trust as the expression of moral consistency that all were created equal. They were not swayed by rank or title but supported those working to advance society.
Their politics was implicit but transformative: liberal and reforming, and funding the massive increase in business activity in 19th-century Britain. They demonstrated that profit-driven capital could serve conscience as well as commerce.
The financiers were not alone. Thomas Cook created what became Britain's largest travel company in 1841 based on the simple idea that men should not spend their money on alcohol but save what they would have spent on beer to pay for a family trip to the seaside. Cook's new savings plan linked mobility to moral reform, bringing improving air to those tempted by the gin-fueled pubs of the cities' dark, satanic mills.
Within a few decades of that first day-trip train to the coast, there were journeys down the Nile or to India. Cook's driving commitment to temperance, tempered by his religious ethos and business mind, created an entire industry: tourism. Prohibition, the political alternative, created crime.
In Austria, bankers took up many of these principles. The precursor to the Erste Group, now one of the largest banks in Eastern Europe, was founded by, among others, a priest in 1819, and set out a charter that declared: "No age, no gender, no social standing, no nation shall be excluded from the benefits that the savings bank offers every depositor."
These financiers and industrialists understood that business is built on both social purpose and responsible governance. Today, those values are lived in some and contrast with the emptiness of others.
What is environmental about moving jobs from clean-energy Europe to coal-burning China? Or social about refusing to invest in weapons to protect Ukrainians from rape and murder? Or how does a partnership with companies using forced labor in China's Xinjiang region accord with any respectable principles of governance? Business as pantomime has left many cold, particularly when others show you can do well by doing good.
Employing families, defending allies and creating opportunity are the politics of business. As states and societies, through the quiet cooperation of individuals organized together in business, we find more fluid answers to the challenges we face every day. Without the posturing of politics, the politics of business, rightly understood, is the politics of peace.
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It's the 'most important fish in the sea.' And it's disappearing.
If the menhaden decline continues, striped bass could be next to vanish.

Menhaden, or bunker fish, swarm in Great River, New York, on Sept. 3. (Bruce Bennett/Getty Images) 


By Mark Robichaux | 2025-11-20
Mark Robichaux, a former reporter for the Wall Street Journal, is a fisherman and author.
For 15 years, I've launched my bay boat, the Bayou Belle, into Long Island Sound before sunrise, chasing striped bass like generations of coastal fishermen before me. But lately, the water feels empty. The surface no longer shimmers with baitfish. The gulls don't dive. Everyone at the marina says the same thing: The stripers just aren't here anymore.
The stripers didn't vanish on their own. The food that sustains them went first.
Menhaden -- also known as pogies or bunker -- are small oily fish that feed nearly everything in the Atlantic. They are the foundation of the East Coast's marine food web, fueling striped bass, bluefish, tuna, whales and seabirds. Yet each year, a single industrial operation hauls out hundreds of millions of pounds of them -- not to feed humans but to grind them down into oil and meal for aquaculture, supplements and animal food, much of it for export.
Omega Protein, a U.S. subsidiary of Canada's global seafood company Cooke Inc., contracts with an affiliated fleet of about 30 fishing boats along the Eastern Seaboard and in the Gulf of Mexico. Guided by spotter planes and GPS, these ships pull nets nearly four football fields long to trap the menhaden; in 2022, nearly 300 million pounds of the fish were essentially vacuumed out of the Atlantic for reduction alone. On the East Coast, the ships' haul goes to Reedville, Virginia -- home to the last menhaden-reduction plant on the Atlantic Seaboard.
Years ago, historian H. Bruce Franklin, author of "The Most Important Fish in the Sea," called menhaden exactly that. He was right. And if their decline continues, striped bass could be next to disappear -- just as Atlantic cod once did.
Yet years-long efforts to prevent this vanishing have been weak and half-hearted at best. At its annual meeting last month, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, a powerful body representing 15 states, voted to approve a 20 percent reduction in next year's menhaden catch. On the surface, that sounds like progress. But it falls far short of what's needed. Many scientists have called for cuts of 50 percent or more to support the recovery of striped bass, one of America's most popular sportfish dependent on menhaden.
Instead of caution, the commission chose compromise. Citing the "socioeconomic impact" on reduction and bait fisheries, it made a decision that keeps mortality rates just under bureaucratic thresholds while pushing the ecosystem toward collapse.
Jason Schratwieser, president of the International Game Fish Association, put it plainly: "Menhaden fishing for reduction should be prohibited. Removing menhaden from the ecosystem and rendering it into animal feed or other industrial products ... is a poor use of this vital resource."
This isn't a debate over red tape -- it's a fight over who controls the base of the Atlantic's food chain: the public that depends on a healthy ocean or a private fleet that treats it like an industrial feedlot.
Omega Protein's Reedville reduction plant might dominate the shoreline, but it doesn't define the coastal economy. Recreational fishing drives about $140 billion in annual sales impacts and supports roughly 700,000 jobs in the United States. Along the Atlantic Coast, the striped bass fishery alone is reported to contribute more than $13 billion in economic value and to support more than 100,000 jobs.
Omega Protein's dominance, however, is sustained not by biology but by politics. Although it employs fewer than 300 full-time workers, the company wields outsized influence in Richmond. Its lobbyists, including the powerhouse legal and public affairs firm McGuireWoods, have long worked both sides of the aisle -- Republicans for their support of commercial interests and Democrats for their emphasis on union jobs -- to block conservation efforts.
The depth of Omega Protein's influence was clear when three efforts to fund independent menhaden science were defeated in Virginia's General Assembly this year -- derailed by the industrial fishing lobby. Even with evidence of osprey dying off, striper numbers down and crab numbers wavering, legislators refused to fund research "studying the ecology, fishery impacts, and economic importance of menhaden populations in the waters of the Commonwealth," which their own scientific advisers said was essential.
Though menhaden migrate up and down the coast -- from Nova Scotia to Florida -- spawning offshore and maturing in estuaries such as the Chesapeake Bay, the right to harvest them is anything but evenly shared. The system treats them as a private stockpile for a single factory in one state.
Under the current system of catch maximums, Virginia controls more than 75 percent of the coastwide menhaden allocation, a figure locked in by the Chesapeake Bay's status as a critical nursery as well as decades-old catch data that no longer reflect the fish's migratory range or ecological importance. The other roughly 25 percent of coast-wide catch is allocated among the remaining states, but New England states receive only about 10 percent combined, even though they rely on menhaden to sustain local lobstermen, fishing boats, whale-watching and anglers.
Meanwhile, the Chesapeake Bay is in ecological distress. New research from the Center for Conservation Biology at William & Mary shows widespread osprey starvation in the bay and cites chick deaths as "a clear indicator of food deficit." When menhaden disappear, everything built upon them -- bass, birds and the bay's identity -- begins to crumble.
The same story is playing out in the gulf. This month, in a meeting packed with angry anglers, Louisiana's Wildlife and Fisheries Commission voted to take steps to ease menhaden restrictions. The change, pushed by industry after it initially agreed to the limits last year, mirrors the Atlantic debate: small concessions to ecology wrapped in large giveaways to industry.
Sport fishermen have already made sacrifices. Along the East Coast today, an angler may keep just one striped bass -- and only if it falls within a tight three-inch slot between 28 and 31 inches. Fisheries managers have only two levers: limit striped bass harvest or protect their food. So far, they've leaned hard on the first and barely touched the second.
The lessons from history are clear. Collapses don't happen because we lacked information. They happen because we ignored it. That's what doomed Atlantic cod. Now the same dynamic threatens the East Coast's most iconic sportfish and the forage base that sustains it.
The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission still has time to change course. The path is straightforward:
	Cut the menhaden harvest in half, as scientists recommend.
	Ban industrial reduction fishing in Virginia's nearshore and other nursery areas such as the Chesapeake Bay.
	Treat menhaden as a public trust -- not a commodity.

If we refuse to do that, the next great American fishery collapse will not be an accident. It will be a choice.
And the silence in the Sound will spread.
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Wiping out 40 sources of small-town joy for 'efficiency'
Small-town sports offer something the big leagues can't.

Maine Mariners fans get an up-close look at the players before the season opener against the Wheeling Nailers in Portland on Oct. 18, 2024. (Shawn Patrick Ouellette/Portland Press Herald/Getty Images)


By Will Bardenwerper | 2025-11-20
Will Bardenwerper is the author of "Homestand: Small Town Baseball and the Fight for the Soul of America."
As a D.C. native and lifelong Capitals fan now living in Penguins country, this November's game in Pittsburgh jumped out at me for the chance to see one of the final matchups between future Hall of Famers Alex Ovechkin and Sidney Crosby. Excited, I bought tickets to take my 8-year-old son, Bates, a "mite" hockey player just beginning to fall in love with the sport.
I did so despite mounting frustration with major professional sports, in which ticket and concession prices have outpaced inflation by orders of magnitude, while the in-person experience grows more corporate and homogenous.
The evening got off to a rough start, stuck in traffic approaching PPG Paints Arena before finding a parking garage that charged $40. After scanning our $50 tickets, I bought a souvenir puck and ice cream for Bates, along with a Labatt for me, pushing the total spent to nearly $200 before we had even found our seats. Making our way through swarms of fans clad in Crosby and Evgeni Malkin jerseys, we finally crammed into the center of a long row in the upper deck. Since we could barely see the puck, we watched most of the game on the Jumbotron.
A few days earlier, Bates and I had driven under a leaden sky through the gritty Ohio River Valley marked by crumbling mills and power plants to the bare-bones, nearly 50-year-old WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, West Virginia, to watch the Penguins' lowliest minor league affiliate, the Wheeling Nailers, take on the Norfolk Admirals. Trips with Bates to Nailers games had been a regular feature of Pittsburgh winters ever since I spent a year researching my book on small-town baseball, documenting a season of the Batavia (New York) Muckdogs. In the bleachers of Dwyer Stadium, in a working-class town of about 15,000, I had become a convert to the pleasures of sports on a smaller scale.
Games in Batavia, like those in ballparks scattered across smaller cities throughout America, more closely resembled a community picnic than a big-budget spectacle. There, the lone security guard, Dave Fisher, an affable Gulf War veteran, greets the regulars by name as they arrive on pleasant summer nights, while the field inside is lovingly maintained by Larry Hale, a retired corrections officer from the infamous Attica Correctional Facility. Robbie Nichols, the team's Canadian owner and former minor league hockey bruiser, could generally be found flipping burgers and running the register in the concession stand.
As one game melted into another over the course of summer, I discovered how the unassuming Batavia ballpark offered an affordable (season tickets were $99) oasis of happiness and fraternity amid the political discord enveloping American life. It was also charmingly quaint. Grandparents bundled up against the evening chill once the sun set over the left-field fence, enjoying easy conversation with their adult children and bleacher buddies, as young kids played catch near the bullpen.
There was a rhythm to those languid summer nights, almost providing a balm of sorts to the regulars whose lives outside the ballpark featured the same daily stresses we all face.
Wheeling offers a similar vibe. For around $25, my son and I can sit close enough for him to join in the teasing of players entering the penalty box. Like the bleachers in Batavia, the fans span generations, unlike the predominantly middle-aged demographic one finds at Penguins games. Kids can even enjoy a postgame skate on the rink where exhausted, but nonetheless smiling, players who might have made $750 that week will sign autographs before boarding buses for overnight rides to distant rinks.
At this level of sports, the relationship between players and fans (especially kids) is symbiotic. Most of the players will never set foot on an MLB field or NHL arena without buying a ticket, so they appreciate being treated like stars. Meanwhile, the kids are thrilled to get autographs from cool-looking athletes who are celebrities in their eyes. Bates even lit up when he got an autograph from Spike, a big, red dog mascot.
These farm leagues are now endangered, though, as improved collegiate sports provide fertile (and free) proving grounds for major league teams, and advanced analytics reduce (in the minds of some talent evaluators) the need for dozens of minor league teams scattered across the country. In baseball, big-market teams such as the Dodgers and Mets splurge on an arms race, signing a handful of players to contracts rapidly approaching a billion dollars. Meanwhile, in pursuit of "efficiency," the new management class of Ivy-educated technocrats cut 40 of what had been 160 minor league affiliates (which each cost their major league parent teams around $600,000 a year). Working-class communities such as Pulaski, Virginia; Bluefield, West Virginia; and Billings, Montana -- many of which had already been struggling economically -- were stripped of yet another local treasure to save what some superstars earn in four or five games.
Sitting in the stands at Batavia or Wheeling, surrounded by smiling families, one struggles to reconcile the extravagant spending of major league sports with supposedly "necessary" cuts to the minor leagues.
The other day I discovered in Bates's backpack an essay he had written for third grade describing a family trip to a ballgame in New York and how "it had been one of the best days of my life." It wasn't about Yankee Stadium or Citi Field, but rather Dwyer Stadium, where "it was so fun because I got all the players' autographs ... a day I'll never forget."
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The cyberattacks are coming. Will anyone be there to stop them?
Trump administration job cuts worsen U.S. vulnerabilities to China and other cyber-adversaries. 

(Washington Post illustration; iStock) 


By Lauryn Williams | 2025-11-20
Lauryn Williams is deputy director and senior fellow in the Strategic Technologies Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies.
America is experiencing a five-alarm cybersecurity fire. Cyberattacks were up an astonishing 85 percent from September to October during the government shutdown, according to the cybersecurity firm The Media Trust, reaching into the hundreds of millions of sophisticated, targeted attacks aimed at federal workers at many agencies. In recent weeks, the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency issued an emergency notification after a "nation-state affiliated cyber threat actor" compromised devices and software widely used in government.
Clearly, cybercriminals and nation-states sought to exploit the longest shutdown in American history. But the crisis only exposed the broader vulnerability of U.S. government agencies, as well as local government and private operators of critical infrastructure providing vital services such as water, electricity and telecommunications. Addressing these short- and long-term vulnerabilities demands urgent action from the Trump administration.
How did the United States arrive here? The civilian bureaucracy is experiencing unprecedented upheaval this year, and the workforce performing key cybersecurity missions protecting the nation's critical infrastructure has been sharply reduced. More than 200,000 workers have left the federal civil service since January. By year's end, Trump officials want that number to be 300,000. At CISA, which is the nation's civil cyberdefense agency, 65 percent of staff were furloughed during the shutdown, which was on top of the many whose jobs were cut previously. The number of cyber defenders at CISA could be further depleted, as more job cuts are planned.
Further, industry cyberthreat information sharing is hindered by the lapse of a key law -- the Cyber Information Sharing Act -- that had protected companies from liability when providing intelligence to the government. Critical forums for communication with local government and industry about critical infrastructure have also been paused indefinitely. Meanwhile, the administration's national cyber-policy priorities are still in development. 
Other cyber-challenges have built up across administrations. China has long posed the most significant cyber-risk to the United States. It has invested in its "typhoons strategy" -- a years-long effort to access data and preposition its hackers within U.S. critical infrastructure for possible weaponization in a potential conflict. In September, major outlets reported that the China-linked Salt Typhoon group may have stolen data from every American, including from the phones of Donald Trump and JD Vance when they were candidates. During its term, the Biden administration used a collection of soft tools -- including indictments, sanctions and public attribution -- but these failed to deter China's campaign in cyberspace.
As the shutdown crisis ends, long-term cyber vulnerabilities will remain. As nation-state cyber actors like China up the ante, who will defend American's sensitive data and critical infrastructure? And what should policymakers do to counter the well-resourced threats that are sure to come?
First, the Trump administration should reconsider any further staff cuts for agencies responsible for U.S. cyberdefense, including CISA. Coming out of the shutdown, administration officials have a big opportunity to reset and evaluate whether additional cuts or duty transfers within agencies will bolster or weaken America's resilience to increasing cyberthreats.
Second, the administration can leverage its strong private-sector relationships to convene groups -- including federal and local government and infrastructure operators in critical sectors -- to share threat information and jointly recommend actions to the federal government. CISA managed sector-specific infrastructure advisory groups until they were terminated in March. Failure to regularly bring together government and industry to discuss common cyberthreats leaves both groups more vulnerable.
Third, the White House must take charge of providing a coordinated response to the long game China is playing in cyberspace.
The Pentagon appears to be refocusing its future National Defense Strategy on the "pacing threat" posed by China, and the next White House National Cybersecurity Strategy should likewise center China's efforts to access America's data and critical infrastructure. Beyond that, the White House should pursue bigger opportunities, including policy summits, to bring federal agency, local government and industry leaders together in one room to share threat information and discuss ways to secure our data and infrastructure.
Cyberthreats don't ease up for a government shutdown -- or any other time -- so America's cyber defenders can't either. The White House must act decisively to rally federal agencies, local governments and industry into a united front. Only through coordinated, collaborative action can the United States build the robust cyber defenses it needs.
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A 'pariah' takes the win
The crown prince gets F-35s, new security status and legitimacy in exchange for promised investment.

Vice President JD Vance jokes with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman during a Tuesday dinner at the White House. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2025-11-20
President Donald Trump's lies about our murdered columnist, Jamal Khashoggi, overshadowed the more tangible deliverables handed to Mohammed bin Salman during the Saudi crown prince's visit this week. On balance, Mohammed gained more from the trip than the United States, though the Trump family's businesses stand to profit handsomely from private deals with the Saudis.
"MBS," as Mohammed is called, returns home with permission to purchase 48 advanced F-35 fighter jets that many in the Pentagon, and Israel, do not trust him to have, as well as nearly 300 Abrams tanks. Trump also conferred "major non-NATO ally" status on Saudi Arabia and agreed to provide it with "world-leading" artificial intelligence technology, which hopefully won't wind up transferred to China.
In exchange, the Saudis committed to invest nearly $1 trillion in the U.S., up from the $600 billion they announced in May. They offered no time horizon for this far-fetched figure, which is roughly the size of their annual economic output. Analysts say it will be even more difficult to achieve given lower oil prices and the kingdom's growing budget deficit due to wasteful spending on white elephant infrastructure projects. But Trump loves to tout big topline numbers and the Saudis, like other countries, are happy to play along.
It's an unpleasant reality of geopolitics that the U.S. needs to deal with the Saudi royal family. The kingdom is a bulwark against Iran's radical anti-American regime and its regional proxies. Saudi support is also crucial for plans to rebuild Gaza.
Still, during his D.C. visit, MBS continued to resist Trump's entreaties to join other moderate Arab states in the Abraham Accords. The prince says such recognition could only come after Israel recognizes a credible pathway to a Palestinian state. The F-35 transfers would have been a great carrot to induce MBS to sign onto the accords. Alas, that's no longer an option.
The Defense Intelligence Agency recently warned in a report that China might be able to access F-35 technology if the U.S. goes ahead with the sale because Riyadh has a security partnership with Beijing. Israeli defense leaders separately balked that the deal would jeopardize its air superiority in the Middle East. Trump acknowledged that, but concluded both countries deserve the "top of the line" planes. Fortunately, Trump and MBS did not reach a deal for the U.S. to share civil nuclear technology with Saudi Arabia, which is awash in cheap energy, though they agreed to keep talking about it.
For Trump, the relationship is pragmatic as well as personal. The president has long admired the kingdom, traveling there during his first major foreign trips in both his first and second presidencies. His family business works extensively with the Saudis, including the joint development of a new luxury resort in the Maldives and several Trump-branded projects planned in the kingdom. The country's sovereign wealth fund has contributed $2 billion to an investment fund run by Trump's son-in-law, Jared Kushner, and the Saudi-backed LIV Golf league has hosted tournaments at Trump properties.
First lady Melania Trump wore a green dress to signal support for the kingdom during a black-tie dinner in Mohammed's honor at the White House. Donald Trump Jr., who runs the Trump family businesses alongside his brother Eric, attended. Cristiano Ronaldo, who plays for a Saudi soccer club, came as well; Trump said his youngest son, Barron, is a huge fan. Even Elon Musk returned for the first time since his blowup with Trump in June.
MBS's image rehabilitation began under President Joe Biden, who promised to treat him as "pariah" but flew to Jeddah and gave the crown prince a notorious fist bump in 2022 in an attempt to keep oil prices low after Russia's invasion of Ukraine. Trump mocked Biden's fist bump as he greeted MBS with a warm handshake. "I don't give a hell where that hand's been," the president said, an apparent reference to the CIA's conclusion that he ordered the assassination of Khashoggi.
While cultivating an image as a modernizer -- allowing women to drive, expanding entertainment venues, hosting comedy festivals and curbing the powers of the religious police -- Mohammed presided over a ruthless crackdown on dissent. Saudi Arabia carried out hundreds of executions in 2025, including journalist Turki al-Jasser and political opponents. Toasting MBS at the dinner in his honor, Trump called Saudi Arabia "a modern-day miracle."
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Letters to the Editor
No, God is not 'an anti-vaxxer'
Readers respond to Post articles and commentary.

(Ramsay de Give/FTWP)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-11-20
The Nov. 11 front-page article "Kennedy's allies revel in newly found clout," about a recent anti-vaccine conference, exposed the movement's misuse of faith to justify vaccine opposition. The article reported that Del Bigtree, a former top political adviser to Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and head of the anti-vaccine group Informed Consent Action Network, said, "God is an anti-vaxxer, and he needs you to speak up." It's essential to remind fellow citizens that both medical science and sincere religious conviction call us to preserve life, not endanger it.
The Bible consistently lifts up compassion, wisdom and care for the vulnerable. Proverbs 24:11 teaches, "Rescue those being led away to death; hold back those staggering toward slaughter." This is a clear call to intervene for public health. Faith is not an excuse for fear or misinformation. Instead, it compels us to cherish evidence, act with love and reject narratives that neglect the commandment to "love your neighbor as yourself" (Matthew 22:39).
Vaccines save lives -- particularly the lives of children and the vulnerable. God is no anti-vaxxer: Responsible science and religious tradition stand together in advancing health, hope and care.
Y. Tony Yang, Washington
The writer is a professor of health policy at George Washington University.
Charles Murray's Nov. 16 op-ed, "I now believe in God. My peers are in disbelief.," noted that many in academic and policy circles react to religious belief with disbelief or condescension. What most critics overlook is that faith persists not because people abandon reason but because it answers needs that intellectual life often cannot. Fyodor Dostoevsky understood this well: The mind can explain much, but it cannot fully satisfy the human hunger for meaning.
You don't have to share a believer's metaphysics to notice its effects. People rooted in a tradition often seem steadier in the face of uncertainty -- a quality many highly educated circles, for all their sophistication, quietly envy. Of course, meaning can also be found in art, philosophy or humanistic pursuits. But even these pursuits, for all their richness, can be poor substitutes for faith.
Murray's journey isn't the puzzle. The puzzle is why we keep expecting intellect alone to meet needs older and deeper than intellect itself.
Regina Nappo, Cambridge, Massachusetts
Charles Murray's op-ed was a heartwarming tale of how he found spiritually. But this and most pro-spiritual Christian-based arguments I have read nearly always fail to ask, "What really happened 2000 years ago in Galilee?"
I am not challenging Murray's newfound faith. We all have beliefs. Mine is evolutionary biology. But very few believers that I have met understand the historical context leading to the formation of their own faiths.
The need for a belief in unseen powers appears to be genetically determined in all Homo sapiens, which was addressed by neuroscientist Andrew Newberg in "How God Changes Your Brain" and "Born to Believe." But beliefs in a Christian god, Buddha, Hindu gods, animist gods or thousands of other spiritual leaders that have existed for 40,000 years does not mean such gods exist. My recommendation is that faith-based believers understand their religion's history and comparative religious literature more thoroughly.
Mark Tomassoni, Laurel
The headline of Serhii Plokhy's Nov. 11 op-ed was right: "Putin's nuclear threats require a careful response."  He is correct that, in the aftermath of the Cuban missile crisis, President John F. Kennedy and Nikita Khrushchev's Limited Test Ban Treaty "paved the way for future arms control and reduction agreements." But Plokhy's suggestion that most nuclear arms control and reduction agreements are gone today requires clarification.
The Limited Test Ban Treaty (1963), Outer Space Treaty (1967), Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (1968), Seabed Arms Control Treaty (1971), Threshold Test Ban Treaty (1974) and New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (2010) are all still in force.
There are several nuclear treaties that are no longer in force, including the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks, or SALT I (1972), the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (1987) and the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (1991). But SALT I was meant to be a five-year "interim agreement," the INF was violated by Russia, so the U.S. withdrew, and START was eventually replaced by the New START Treaty.
For more than 60 years, arms control treaties have helped regulate nuclear behavior and weaponry. For 80 years, we have avoided the use of nuclear weapons. The New START Treaty will end Feb. 5, 2026, with no successor in sight. It would be a tragedy if we forgot the significant successes of nuclear arms control and returned to the nuclear risks of the Cold War.
Chris Herrick, Arlington
The Nov. 13 online Technology article "What are the clues that ChatGPT wrote something? We analyzed its style.," was based on the premise that "authentic" human writing is sloppy, fragmentary and barely punctuated -- and that anything clearer than a text smashed out with thumbs half-awake must have originated from artificial intelligence. That assumption isn't just wrong; it's deeply condescending.
The list of AI tells bordered on satire. Contractions such as "isn't," "don't" and "you're"? Em dashes? Logical transitions? Balanced phrasing such as "not just X, but Y"? Even the presence of a check-mark emoji? These are features of competent, grammatical writing, not necessarily machine-generated text.
Plenty of humans write with intention, structure and proper grammar. Many of us value clarity. The idea that clear, well-structured writing is suspect is absurd. Ordinary people write coherent sentences.
Mark Whaley, Lincoln, Nebraska
Keith Moore recently created a quiz to test readers' conceptions about urban and rural Americans. The Post wants to know: What do city dwellers not understand about rural life? Share your response, and it might be published in the letters to the editor section.
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Opinions
Even Trump's EPA can't get it quite right on this silly wetlands law
Ensure federal agencies follow the WOTUS rule.

A muster of wood storks in Everglades National Park in Homestead, Florida, on Jan. 30, 2023. (Bonnie Jo Mount/The Washington Post)


By Damien Schiff | 2025-11-19
Damien Schiff is a senior attorney at the Pacific Legal Foundation and argued Sackett v. Environmental Protection Agency at the Supreme Court in 2012 and 2023.
When the Supreme Court ruled in Sackett v. Environmental Protection Agency in 2023, which I argued on behalf of Michael and Chantell Sackett, it finally brought clarity and common sense to a part of environmental law that had long baffled courts, agencies and landowners. The Clean Water Act, the court held, regulates "waters of the United States," or real bodies of water that any ordinary person would recognize as such.
On Monday, the Trump administration proposed a new "Waters of the United States" rule -- a welcome effort to restore the law's focus on real, continuous surface-water connections.
Though the law's jurisdiction can reach wetlands, Sackett instructs that wetlands are regulated only when they are so physically inseparable from a lake, river or stream that you can't tell where the water ends and the land begins. Put simply, under the Clean Water Act, the court found a "water" should be obviously water, and if a wetland is to be federally regulated, it must have a continuous surface-water connection to one of those relatively permanent bodies of water.
The 2023 ruling was a long-overdue course correction, but it did not go far enough. For decades, federal agencies had stretched the statute beyond recognition, sweeping in vast areas of private land that bore little resemblance to anything Congress authorized them to regulate. Sackett appeared to bring that era of boundless bureaucratic discretion to a close.
The Trump administration's new proposal makes genuine progress but risks reintroducing the uncertainty Sackett sought to eliminate.
Under the proposed rule, wetlands would be regulated if they met a two-part test: They must contain surface water during the "wet season," and they must touch a waterbody that flows during that season. On paper, that might sound consistent with Sackett's requirement of a continuous surface connection. But Sackett gave only two exceptions to its continuous surface connection requirement: drought and low tides. These exceptions suggest unusual and short interruptions to the normal presence of water. In contrast, the "wet season" concept introduced by the proposed rule implies that surface water might be absent, regularly, for months at a time, and yet the agencies could still regulate it.
If the administration instead tied jurisdiction to truly continuous surface-water connections, regardless of "wet season," it could align the rule fully with Sackett and give landowners the clarity Congress intended.
Getting the Sackett rule right is not just a question of legal quibbling. Landowners continue to suffer from agencies' misinterpretation of the decision.
As an example, Rebecca and Caleb Linck, whom I also represent in litigation, own a 4.7-acre parcel in Bonner County, Idaho -- the same county where the Sacketts fought their long battle. The Lincks' land sits about a mile from the nearest perennial stream and two miles from a lake. When they hired a wetlands consultant to ensure they were complying with the Clean Water Act, they assumed they were in the clear.
Yet the Army Corps of Engineers asserted authority anyway, claiming that 1.13 acres of the Lincks' property were federally regulated wetlands. The Army Corps relied on what it calls a "wetland complex" -- a theory that allows regulators to stitch together disconnected parcels of land to create jurisdiction where none exists. In the Lincks' case, the areas the engineers labeled "wetlands" were separated from the nearest alleged wetland by a 35-foot-wide gravel road with no culverts. But by combining both areas into one imaginary system, the Army Corps then claimed the distant wet area touched a small stream, which eventually fed into a navigable waterway.
This approach is nearly identical to the one used against the Sacketts years earlier, and the Supreme Court rejected it. But bureaucracies resist change. Even as the proposed rule formally recognizes the need for continuous surface water (at least during the "wet season"), agency culture can still undermine the rule's intended reforming effect.
The Lincks' case shows how that culture of resistance can nullify even the best-intentioned reforms. Until the Sackett decision is followed in both letter and spirit, landowners will remain trapped in regulatory limbo. The Trump administration's proposal is a welcome step, and it could bring relief to many landowners now mired in enforcement actions. But the proposal stops short of what the Supreme Court clearly instructed: that wetlands may be regulated only when they are truly indistinguishable from a waterbody itself, regardless of season.
When agencies presume authority beyond what Congress designated, and beyond what the Supreme Court has permitted, they put every landowner at risk. And the Lincks, like the Sacketts before them, should not need a lawyer simply to enjoy their land.
The administration deserves credit for trying to bring the law into line with the Supreme Court's direction. But it must finish the job and federal agencies must follow the law. "Continuous" means "continuous," "indistinguishable" means "indistinguishable," and regulatory inventions such as the "wet season" have no place in defining federal power. Following the Supreme Court's clear rules would give families such as the Lincks real certainty over their land.
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Opinions
For a 'future king' in Washington, past and future each weigh heavily
U.S. interests require working with MBS, but that doesn't mean forgetting the murder of Jamal Khashoggi.

President Donald Trump and Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman watch a flight of F-35s and F-15s during a welcome ceremony at the White House on Tuesday. (Evan Vucci/AP) 


By David Ignatius | 2025-11-19
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman is "the future king" of Saudi Arabia, as President Donald Trump said while introducing him Tuesday. The transition could come soon, and MBS, as he's known, could reign for many decades. His continued success in modernizing the kingdom is crucial for the future security of the Middle East.
When you take a coldhearted look at American interests, those are the baselines in assessing MBS's visit to Washington this week. The Saudi leader also has the blood of my colleague and friend Jamal Khashoggi on his hands. That will never change. MBS said Tuesday that Khashoggi's death was "painful" and a "huge mistake." It was worse than that. But it's not the end of the story.
Here's what resonates with me, beyond Khashoggi's death: MBS is probably the most important player in the region now. He has succeeded in deradicalizing Muslim extremists in his own country, and he's working to do the same elsewhere. He wants to normalize relations with Israel and Iran. Perhaps most important, he has decided to link Saudi Arabia's future with the United States.
Trump was eager to claim the glory on Tuesday in the Oval Office. But as MBS said, he is making a bet that will last for "decades." If this alliance works, Saudi Arabia and its modernizing neighbors, the United Arab Emirates and Qatar, could provide a corridor for U.S. power connecting with Africa and Asia. This America-led buffer against China's expanding "Belt and Road" ambitions could produce a safer world for everyone.
Israel should benefit, too, but there will be costs. Trump's decision to sell F-35s to the kingdom might erode the "qualitative military edge" that Washington has long promised Israel. MBS said Tuesday that he wants to be part of the Abraham Accords and normalize relations with Israel, but first he wants a "path" to a Palestinian state, which may take many years. Israel should be safer, as well, if the U.S. and its gulf allies carry out their plan to rebuild Gaza and reform the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank. But that will reduce Israel's leverage on the Palestinian issue.
It must be said: MBS has harnessed his country to an erratic partner in Trump. The Saudi in his Bedouin garb looked almost embarrassed as Trump trashed former president Joe Biden and ranted about journalists. MBS's comments about the "huge mistake" of Khashoggi's murder sounded restrained compared with Trump's attack on the Post columnist as an "extremely controversial" journalist. "Things happen," Trump said.
What was the pathway that took MBS to the Oval Office Tuesday and, probably soon, to the royal throne in Riyadh? It was cleared by a bulldozer. From the moment King Salman became monarch in 2015, his ambitious son pushed to transform a country he saw as corrupt, moribund and enfeebled by Muslim fundamentalism. I described MBS in a 2016 profile as someone who "could jump-start the kingdom -- or drive it off a cliff." He was, I noted, "the kind of prince that Machiavelli might conjure."
MBS had three goals back then, according to a close adviser. He wanted to control the wildly corrupt spoils system of the ever-expanding royal family. He wanted to restore some of the openness of Saudi society that had existed before the 1979 Iranian Revolution empowered the extremist Saudi Muslims who helped finance fellow Saudi Osama bin Laden. And he wanted to push the kingdom to the center of a more dynamic Arab world.
To an astonishing extent, MBS has accomplished these goals. But not without a lot of ruthless breakage. He stripped the power of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Nayef and then replaced him in 2017; he locked up wealthy Saudis in the Ritz Carlton in Riyadh later that year until they agreed to surrender some of the loot they had acquired; he launched a costly war against the Houthis in Yemen.
And finally in October 2018, according to the CIA, he authorized his operatives to capture or kill a meddlesome journalist who wrote for The Post, whose criticisms aides had told MBS were undermining his power grab.
Trump shielded MBS from accountability for that brutal act during his first term. But for the Saudis, it wasn't a reliable partnership. When Iranian missiles struck Saudi oil facilities at Abqaiq in 2019, the administration essentially did nothing. "He thought the U.S. would throw in everything to support him," recalls a U.S. official. "We did the absolute minimum."
That's why MBS is so eager for U.S. defense guarantees now and wants to purchase F-35s. He feels exposed in a region that remains unstable. He wants to play on the U.S. team, but only if he has protection.
What has surprised me most as I have watched all this unfold is Mohammed's success in modernizing Saudi Arabia while keeping it under tight political control. I first traveled to the kingdom in 1981, and it's hard to describe how sleepy and repressive it was. The difference now is astonishing. If you doubt it, do a Google search for "rock concerts in Saudi Arabia."
MBS replaced the religious leadership, neutered the religious police and began offering young Saudis one of the things they'd been missing: fun. Most important, perhaps, he empowered women, allowing them to drive, play sports, travel unescorted. And he began to reform the kingdom's legal system, a slow process because it was based on Islamic law. But even as he made these reforms, he maintained a police state where challenging the modernizing government was dangerous.
Fears that MBS's reforms would trigger a backlash have ebbed -- partly because young Saudis would resist any attempt to restore the old constraining culture. But a former diplomat explains why this story is still unfinished. A Saudi friend told him recently that he was taking his wife and mother to the theater -- something that would have been impossible a decade ago. What about the father? "He's not comfortable with this yet," the Saudi explained.
MBS has begun to export deradicalization to other countries in the region. A source close to the crown prince tells me the Saudis have signed a memorandum of understanding with the Palestinian Authority to modernize its education system to check extremism, reform its personnel management to reduce corruption, and develop e-government to make the West Bank and a rebuilt Gaza more transparent and less prone to covert payoffs to terrorists. The Saudis have offered to play a similar role in rebuilding Syria, helping with new roads, power and water.
If there's a dizzying quality to these reforms, that reflects the best and worst of MBS. He's a dreamer with a whip in his hand. He is now obsessed, as are rulers in the UAE and Qatar, with the opportunities to become dominant artificial-intelligence providers in a world where their cheap energy gives them a huge boost -- when combined with America's AI technology. If knowledge is power, the reverse is also true. The kingdom's cheap energy could make its future data centers as profitable as oil wells.
In trying to think about MBS, I turned to my friend Khalid Aljabri. Few Saudis have suffered in recent years as much as his family. His father, Saad, was the key intelligence adviser to MBS's rival, Mohammed bin Nayef. MBS has accused him of stealing government funds (a charge dismissed by U.S. courts) and -- to pressure the family -- has held two of his siblings.
Aljabri told me that a year ago, he visited the Saudi Embassy in Washington at its request to deliver a letter to MBS on behalf of his family. The letter said, in part, "I am a Saudi citizen who has been exiled for too long, who hopes for the magnanimity of his leadership, who dreams of serving his homeland, and of seeing his family reunited. I am not a dissident."
I think that's what Khashoggi would have said to MBS, if he'd had the chance. But he never emerged from the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul. History will judge what happened there. But history isn't made up of single chapters. MBS can write new ones.
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The Post's View
What we still don't know about pediatric medical transition
A controversial HHS report has now been updated with peer reviews and the names of its authors.

(Washington Post illustration; iStock) 


By Editorial Board | 2025-11-19
In the spring, the Department of Health and Human Services published a careful, 409-page systematic review of the evidence and ethical considerations for pediatric medical transition. But one thing was missing: the names of the authors.
The official explanation of this omission was unhelpfully cryptic: "Names of the contributors to the review are not initially being made public, in order to help maintain the integrity of this process." The report's many critics pointed out that this left readers unable to evaluate their credibility or conflicts of interest. Others went further: "That's one more reason why I can tell you this is an ideological, political document and not a scientific one," Casey Pick, director of law and policy at the Trevor Project, told the journal Science. "Scientists stand by their work."
Good news: The names of the authors have now been released, along with a supplement to the report that includes peer reviews by experts in fields such as psychology, endocrinology and evidence-based medicine, along with the responses of the authors. It is fair to say that their work has withstood scrutiny, with minor updates.
The names include two bioethicists, Farr Curlin of Duke University and philosopher Moti Gorin of Colorado State University, and two psychiatrists, Kristopher Kaliebe of the University of South Florida and Kathleen McDeavitt of Baylor University. They also include MIT philosopher Alex Byrne, who has written extensively about the philosophy of gender, and Evgenia Abbruzzese, a health care researcher who founded the Society for Evidence-Based Gender Medicine. Rounding out the pack is Michael K. Laidlaw, an endocrinologist; Yuan Zhang, an evidence-based medicine specialist; and Leor Sapir, who researches pediatric gender issues for the Manhattan Institute.
Critics will note that many of these contributors question the evidence for pediatric medical transition, though that was fairly obvious from the report itself. But these are not ideological cranks; they are thoughtful researchers. Their core finding -- that the evidence for these interventions is highly uncertain -- echoes the results of systematic reviews in other countries. None of the peer reviews of the HHS report ultimately rebut that conclusion.
Reasonable people can dispute what to do about that fact. Critics of the "gender-affirming" model argue that the evidence does not reach the bar required to justify tampering with puberty, given known side effects such as infertility. Then there are unknown risks, such as what it does to developing adolescent brains and bodies. Many proponents acknowledge that more and better research is needed, but they argue the preponderance of the studies that are available suggests these treatments help.
Far too many people have behaved unreasonably in this debate. Some who favor these therapies have attacked anyone who suggests their data is too weak to justify current medical practice, and more troublingly, may have delayed or suppressed publication of research that failed to show clear benefits. Meanwhile, some critics have resorted to demeaning or hostile rhetoric. Indeed, the Trump administration's executive order that gave birth to the HHS report was titled "Protecting Children from Chemical and Surgical Mutilation."
This is an empirical question involving vulnerable children, not a political football match. Both sides need to acknowledge the uncertainties, lay out the arguments for intervening or not and support the kind of rigorous, comprehensive research program that should have been used to validate these treatments -- before they were given to thousands of children.
The most contestable conclusion of the HHS report, and the place where critics are apt to get the most traction, is that "it is not ethical to subject adolescents to hormonal and surgical interventions ... even in a research trial, until and unless the state of the evidence suggests a favorable risk/benefit profile for the studied intervention." But as long as there is a chance that puberty blockers and hormones can help deeply distressed children with gender dysphoria, many parents will seek them -- in another state, in another country or over the internet if they have to. It would be much better if they got them in the context of a study that can establish the benefits (or lack thereof) once and for all.
The HHS report has jump-started a much-needed conversation. Scientists should continue it.
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        CWG Live: Cool today before rising rain chances late Friday; sunnier by Sunday
        Ian Livingston, Dan Stillman

        Clouds are numerous through at least Friday night. Turning a bit warmer each day through Saturday.

      

      
        Dulles shuttle involved in second collision this month
        Clarence Williams

        No injuries were reported in the collision at Dulles International Airport, and the vehicle will be inspected.

      

      
        Head of Va. homeless shelter admits to embezzling funds to buy tattoo, antiques
        Dana Munro

        Kia A. Player requested government funds to run a homeless shelter in Richmond. She spent some of the money on travel excursions and furniture for herself.

      

      
        Paul W. Valentine, who covered civil rights and unrest for The Post, dies at 90
        Matt Schudel

        Across 34 years at The Washington Post, he reported on the King assassination, covered antiwar protests in D.C. and prepared lively obits for major figures.

      

      
        Taking Trump's lead, House votes to change D.C. bail, policing laws
        Olivia George, Meagan Flynn

        As the Republican-led House considers sweeping changes to D.C.'s criminal justice system, two more bills pass -- with some Democratic support.

      

      
        CWG Live: Chilly tonight, patchy fog possible late; rain chances return late Friday
        Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston

        Rain chances return Friday afternoon into Saturday as we trend a bit warmer.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Cool today before rising rain chances late Friday; sunnier by Sunday
Clouds are numerous through at least Friday night. Turning a bit warmer each day through Saturday. 

Some late fall colors near the Capitol. (angela n./Flickr)


By Ian Livingston, Dan Stillman | 2025-11-20
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: It's a lot like yesterday, with clouds and cool temperatures in control. Afternoon highs only in the mid-40s to low 50s (from north to south).
What's next? Milder 50s on Friday, but clouds remain stubborn. Showers and rain are possible at times Friday afternoon into Saturday morning. Sunnier and still mild Saturday afternoon and Sunday.
Details are subject to change, but here is what we're thinking:
	Friday noon to 6 p.m.: Chance of a few light showers.
	Friday 6 p.m. to Saturday 6 a.m.: Occasional showers and rain.
	Saturday 6 a.m. to noon: A few lingering showers possible.

Although a few briefly moderate to heavy showers are possible Friday night, overall rainfall amounts don't look too heavy. Pictured below is a forecast from a blend of models.

Rainfall forecast from a blend of models. (WeatherBell/Capital Weather Gang)


Today's daily digit -- 5/10: More gray skies with just a few peeks of sun. Still on the cool side, too. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Forecast in detail
Today (Thursday): Mostly cloudy this afternoon as we stay kind of chilly. Highs reach the mid- to upper 40s for typical cold spots north and west, with upper 40s to low 50s elsewhere. Winds are light and variable. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Clouds are numerous. There could be a sprinkle or passing shower during the evening. Lows range from the upper 30s to mid-40s. Winds are rather light. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Friday): Another day where clouds rule. It'll be a touch warmer than today with mainly mid- and upper 50s in the afternoon. There's a chance of light showers in the afternoon, but it's possible that any meaningful rain holds off until after dark. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Occasional showers are likely and some periods of steadier rain are possible. Some spots could pick up around 0.25 to 0.5 inches. Clouds and a light wind from the south help keep it a bit warmer than recent nights, or mid-40s to near 50 for lows. Confidence: Medium
A look ahead
A few showers could linger as late as around 11 a.m. or noon on Saturday. Otherwise, we should see morning clouds giving way to increased afternoon sun. Highs end up about mid-50s to near 60. Colder low to mid-30s for lows Saturday night. Confidence: Medium
Sunnier conditions hang on for Sunday. After the chilly start, afternoon highs recover into the 50s. Sunday night lows in the mid-30s to near 40. Confidence: Medium
Milder to start the workweek. Highs not far from 60 on Monday. It should stay dry, with a good deal of sunshine. We could see a return of cloudier skies and a shower by late Tuesday with mainly mid- and upper 50s for highs. Confidence: Medium
On this day in 1942, the temperature climbed to a calendar-day record 79 degrees. It matched the highest temperature observed so late in the year. It was part of a five-day warm period with highs of at least 69 degrees between Nov. 17 and 21.
Here are other notables from this date:
	Average high: 57
	Average low: 40
	Record high: 79 (1942)
	Record low: 20 (1901)
	Record rainfall: 1.83 inches (1952)
	Record snowfall: 0.5 inches (1961)
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Dulles shuttle involved in second collision this month
No injuries were reported in the collision at Dulles International Airport, and the vehicle will be inspected.

Mobile lounges transport passengers to far-flung terminals in the airport. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


By Clarence Williams | 2025-11-20
A Dulles International Airport mobile lounge collided with an airline tug vehicle on an airfield surface road Wednesday evening, the second crash involving an airport shuttle this month, Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority officials said.
No injuries were reported, and passengers were transferred to another shuttle and taken to the airport concourse, officials said in a statement. The involved shuttle was removed from service and will be inspected.
On Nov. 10, 18 passengers were hospitalized with non-life-threatening injuries after a shuttle struck a dock when it arrived at Concourse D at about 4:30 p.m., MWAA officials reported.
The elevated, buslike vehicles are a fixture at Dulles, which was designed in the late 1950s and built without any concourses or gates typical of most high-traffic airports. The mobile lounges were designed to ferry as many as 120 riders between the airport terminals and planes.
The shuttles debuted at Dulles in 1962, and other airports around the world began using similar vehicles. But by 2010, Dulles was the only major airport still using the vehicles, as other major airports installed trams and other transportation designs.
Rather than build expensive new infrastructure at Dulles, officials opted for a $16.4 million overhaul of the mobile lounges in 2023. Pennsylvania-based Brookville Equipment is revamping one of each of Dulles's two types of vehicles: a mobile lounge and a slightly shorter yet heavier version of the vehicle called a Plane Mate.
A full renovation of the fleet could take $143 million over six years. The total fleet consists of 19 mobile lounges and 30 Plane Mates.
Work on those two overhauled vehicles has yet to be completed, Crystal L. Nosal, a spokesperson for MWAA, said earlier this month.
The incidents are under investigation.
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Virginia
Head of Va. homeless shelter admits to embezzling funds to buy tattoo, antiques
Kia A. Player requested government funds to run a homeless shelter in Richmond. She spent some of the money on travel excursions and furniture for herself.

(Alex Wong/Getty Images)


By Dana Munro | 2025-11-20
In 2022 and 2023, Kia A. Player received nearly $1 million in government funds to open and operate a homeless shelter for women and children in Richmond.
She pocketed nearly $200,000 of it and bought herself airline tickets, a luxurious ferry ride in Miami Beach and splurged on a tattoo.
Player, 41, pleaded guilty Tuesday to redirecting government funds for her homeless shelter into her personal coffers, according to a U.S. attorney's office news release. The money came from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and the City of Richmond. In all, HUD and the city suffered $199,163 in actual losses.
The shelter, RVA Sister's Keeper, which closed around the spring of 2023, provided up to 40 beds for women and children. It offered grab-and-go breakfast and nightly dinner, according to court documents.
Between August 2022 and April 2023, Player falsified at least 35 invoices for expenses she claimed were incurred for services benefiting her shelter, according to court documents. She submitted the invoices to the city for reimbursement and spent the money on furniture and pricey meals, among other things.
At least 21 invoices were listed as payments to an entity called "VCM Catering Services" to provide meals to residents. This business didn't exist, however. Player had hired her mother -- a cafeteria manager at a Richmond public school -- to provide the meals, sometimes using food from the school's cafeteria, according to court documents. She made at least $170,869 off that part of the scheme.
One document Player filed stated she spent $10,120 on 10 separate laundry services for the residents. She paid the company for only three services totaling $2,021, according to court documents. She also submitted a $1,500 invoice for a bed bug treatment that was never provided. Across at least 10 invoices, she indicated she had paid cleaning services a total of $10,500 when, in fact, she'd paid them only $405 for a single cleaning. The staff of RVA Sister's Keeper typically cleaned the building.
Player also falsified a $47,975 invoice for a contracting company that was listed as having performed construction projects. Most of the items listed, including repairs to the roof, upgrades to the shower and plumbing, and installation of exterior lighting, were never performed, according to court records.
Using an intermediary LLC account for some of the transactions, Player routed at least $68,893 of fraud proceeds to other accounts she controlled.
In addition to travel, Player spent some of her embezzled funds at West End Antique Mall in Richmond, Anthropologie and a veterinary service, where she amassed nearly $3,000 in bills from a veterinary service, according to court records.
Player's attorney, Charles E. James, and the U.S. attorney's office for the Eastern District of Virginia declined to comment on the case.
Player's sentencing is scheduled for Feb. 25. She faces up to 20 years in prison.
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Obituaries
Paul W. Valentine, who covered civil rights and unrest for The Post, dies at 90
Across 34 years at The Washington Post, he reported on the King assassination, covered antiwar protests in D.C. and prepared lively obits for major figures.

(Handout/The Washington Post)


By Matt Schudel | 2025-11-20

Washington Post reporter Paul W. Valentine worked at the paper for 34 years, from 1965 until his retirement in 1999. (The Washington Post)


Paul W. Valentine, who chronicled the civil rights movement and anti-war protests during his long career as a Washington Post reporter, and who often explored the darker corners of human experience with stories on criminals, malcontents and social misfits, died Oct. 15 at a hospice in Baltimore. He was 90.
The cause was prostate cancer, said his wife Elizabeth Valentine.
After serving in the Army and working at newspapers in the South, Mr. Valentine joined The Post on Aug. 2, 1965. In the elevator, he met another new employee also on his first day on the job: Ben Bradlee, who would become the paper's executive editor and guiding force for decades.
Mr. Valentine did not have the glamorous assignments of a foreign correspondent or a White House reporter, chatting with presidents and congressional leaders on Capitol Hill. Instead, he chose a grittier path on the Metro desk, reporting from crime scenes, police precincts and jails while illuminating the struggles of the poor and disenfranchised.
In Memphis in April 1968, he covered the aftermath of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.'s assassination. A month later, with tensions high in Washington, he wrote about Resurrection City, an encampment of several thousand people on the National Mall designed to draw attention to the plight of downtrodden Americans.
Mr. Valentine defied police orders to enter the temporary settlement of makeshift shelters, only to be arrested (and later released). He interviewed the Rev. Ralph Abernathy, one of King's top lieutenants, who organized the campaign.
"Either we move Congress to act through nonviolence, or our cities will burn down," Abernathy said, adding: "I lead this campaign because I love America, not because I want to tear her down."

Mr. Valentine reported on the 1971 May Day protests against the Vietnam War, which brought thousands of demonstrators to Washington. (AP)


With an acute grasp of street politics and social mood, Mr. Valentine sensed a growing strain of unease and unrest that was not readily apparent to others. According to his longtime colleague Carl Bernstein, who became known for his reporting on the Watergate scandal, Mr. Valentine spurred reluctant editors to pay greater attention to demonstrations led by young people protesting the Vietnam War.
"He was integral to the history and coverage of The Washington Post in a key moment," Bernstein said in a phone interview. Some editors "were very skeptical of the demonstrations and looked at the demonstrators as hippies and leftists, not understanding the breadth of the movement," he added. "Paul was very important for the newsroom culture for a very long time, because of the way he led the coverage of the demonstrations."
On May 3, 1971, near the height of the anti-war movement, thousands of protesters took to the streets of Washington, attempting to stop traffic and shut down government offices. From 6 a.m. until almost midnight, Mr. Valentine reported on the chaotic demonstration, in which protesters dragged wooden and metal barricades into intersections and disabled commuters' cars. By the end, more than 7,000 people were in custody.
"Troops with fixed bayonets occupied streets where demonstrators had been," Mr. Valentine wrote, in a comprehensive account that was both vivid and restrained. "Army trucks and jeeps rumbled through the city. Sirens wailed. Acrid tear gas floated through quiet residential streets in Georgetown and seeped into office buildings downtown."
Over the years, Mr. Valentine covered hundreds of demonstrations of every conceivable kind. Reflecting on the variety of causes that were taken up in the nation's capital, he began a 1978 article like this:
"They are marching on Washington -- pacifists, Nazis, bicyclists, chiropractors, Tibetan-Americans, coal miners, lesbians, bird watchers, Iranian students, blind people -- a clangorous new army of protesters and dissenters."
"This," he quoted a city official as saying, "is demonstration city."

Mr. Valentine started The Post's Baltimore bureau. He was living in the city when he died. (Family photo)


Paul West Valentine, the younger of two sons, was born Jan. 7, 1935, in Durham, North Carolina, and grew up in nearby Chapel Hill. His father was a musically inclined engineer, and his mother ran a bookstore.
After graduating from the private Hill School in Pottstown, Pennsylvania, Mr. Valentine enrolled at the University of Pennsylvania. In an internal newsroom directory, he wrote that after his adviser warned him "to select a major field or face expulsion," he picked journalism, "because it had the fewest required courses and the most electives."
Mr. Valentine graduated in 1959, served in the Army for two years and covered the justice system -- "including six executions" -- for the Columbia Record in South Carolina. When he was fired for what he later described as "rank insubordination," he moved to the Atlanta Journal, where he spent more than two years covering the civil rights movement and the violent backlash against it. He also doubled as the paper's art critic.
While working for The Post in 1974, Mr. Valentine visited a Tennessee prison to interview James Earl Ray, who was serving a 99-year sentence for killing King six years earlier.
"Pallid, sunken-eyed, unshaven and markedly aged," Mr. Valentine wrote in his chilling portrait, "convicted assassin James Earl Ray lolls in his underwear on the edge of his steel bunk ... His pale blue eyes peer restlessly from deep sockets. His mouth is a humorless thin line."
Ray, who died in prison in 1998, claimed he was not the triggerman. Multiple federal and state investigations concluded otherwise.
Mr. Valentine opened The Post's Baltimore bureau in 1982. After retiring from the paper in 1999, he wrote dozens of advance obituaries for the paper, many of them about criminals and outcasts such as would-be presidential assassin Sara Jane Moore; convicted Unabomber Ted Kaczynski; disbarred celebrity lawyer F. Lee Bailey; and Hells Angels founder Sonny Barger, whom he described as "equal parts brawler, bully, braggart, rule breaker and shrewd huckster of his own outlaw mystique."
Sixteen of his advance obituaries remain to be published.

Mr. Valentine was also a songwriter, novelist and guitarist with a love of the outdoors. (Family photo)


Survivors include his wife of 65 years, the former Elizabeth de Garay; five children, Rachael and Rebeccah Neill and Sebastian, Catherine and Damian Valentine; seven grandchildren; and seven great-grandchildren.
Outside of journalism, Mr. Valentine wrote songs, played classical guitar and enjoyed canoeing. He also published two well-received crime novels about D.C. police detectives, along with a 2013 novel, "The Road to Goshen Shoals," set during the civil rights era in the South.
As a writer, he sometimes found his way to more lighthearted subjects outside his focus on crime and deviant behavior. In 1991, he joined a festive birthday dinner with the family of former Washington Senators outfielder Fred Valentine, whose daughter -- Valena Valentine -- happened to be born on Feb. 14. The main course was spaghetti and meatballs, made with a Louisiana-inspired white sauce described in great detail by Mr. Valentine.
At the bottom of the story was an italicized note: "The reporter, whose byline heads this article, covers fires, crime and other disasters for The Washington Post. He does not write about food, except one day a year."
Harrison Smith contributed to this report.
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D.C.
Taking Trump's lead, House votes to change D.C. bail, policing laws
As the Republican-led House considers sweeping changes to D.C.'s criminal justice system, two more bills pass -- with some Democratic support. 

The Capitol building with a view of D.C. in the background. (Evan Vucci/AP)


By Olivia George, Meagan Flynn | 2025-11-20
The recently reconvened House of Representatives wasted little time resuming efforts to impose sweeping federal control over D.C. residents, passing two GOP bills on Wednesday aimed at overhauling aspects of the city's criminal justice system in line with President Donald Trump's demands.
One bill would repeal local policing legislation passed in the wake of the killing of George Floyd. Another would drastically reconfigure the city's bail system, reviving money bail in certain cases. Each passed the Republican-led House with some support from Democrats, despite outcry from local elected officials and concerns about the effectiveness of the proposed changes.
"These bills are one more argument against Congressional interference -- because scoring national, partisan points should not take precedence over what is best for the District's public safety," D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) said in reaction to the votes, arguing that the return to cash bail would "create an emphasis on the ability to afford bail instead of protecting the community from dangerous criminals."
The bills still have to pass the Senate, where Democratic support is needed to overcome the filibuster.
In August, Trump declared a local crime emergency in D.C., temporarily seizing control of the local police department and flooding city streets with federal agents and the National Guard. Three months later, with local elected officials largely helpless to stave off federal intervention, camouflage-clad troops remain on patrol and the mayor appears unable to extricate local police from working alongside immigration authorities as part of Trump's aggressive deportation drive.
GOP lawmakers have sought to impose their policy agenda on the city with a wave of bills moving through Congress. During Wednesday's debate on the latest two, Republicans cast the city as beset by violence and in need of repair, an effort Democrats described as a power play and a distraction from other issues.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) said in a statement Wednesday night: "House Republicans continue to codify President Trump's crackdown on D.C. crime and passed two more critical bills to reverse the city's dangerous soft-on-crime policies."
As crime rates that were falling before the takeover continue to decline in the city, though, congressional intervention has received some bipartisan support, especially when it comes to crime and policing: Three of four bills targeting aspects of D.C.'s criminal justice system that had already passed the House in recent months did so with Democratic votes.

Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) testified before the House Oversight Committee earlier this year, pressed on crime rates in the city. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


D.C.'s top three elected officials -- Mayor Muriel E. Bowser, Attorney General Brian Schwalb and Mendelson, all Democrats who tend to clash with one another -- issued a rare unified statement Monday expressing "forceful opposition" to the full slate of GOP bills that would overhaul D.C.'s criminal justice system, urging members of Congress to "reject this unprecedented federal overreach."
One of the bills that hasn't yet come up for a vote seeks to immediately remove the democratically elected Schwalb from office and replace him with a presidential appointee, while another would impose harsher criminal sentences.
The Constitution gives Congress, in which D.C. has no voting representation, authority over D.C.'s laws and budget.
Several local leaders, members of Congress and advocates for D.C. autonomy protested the House action outside the Capitol on Tuesday, calling it a push to strip local leaders of power under the guise of tackling crime.
"This is about using Washington, D.C., as a test case to advance the far-right, MAGA agenda for blue cities across the country," said Ankit Jain (D), a D.C. shadow senator, flanked by a couple dozen people waving red signs proclaiming "FREE DC."
Among those missing from the event: Eleanor Holmes Norton, D.C.'s longtime nonvoting delegate in the House. A once-formidable advocate, she is now the subject of mounting scrutiny about her ability to adequately represent D.C. A spokesperson for Norton said she was "unable to attend" and did not respond to a follow-up question asking why.
Norton appeared on the House floor Wednesday to condemn the bills.
Republicans have tried repeatedly to repeal D.C.'s major policing overhaul package, which, among many things, placed restrictions on various tactics such as neck restraints and  pursuits, enhanced public access to police disciplinary records and prohibited the police union from bargaining on discipline. The GOP nearly succeeded in blocking the policing law in 2023, with support from Democrats in both chambers. But President Joe Biden vetoed the effort.
With Republicans now in control of both chambers and the White House, the policing law may be in jeopardy once again should the Senate take it up, especially given that some moderate Democrats are on record backing the repeal push.
On Wednesday, the bill passed the House by a vote of 233-190, with 20 Democrats in support -- up from 14 the first time the House rejected the  policing package in 2023. If it becomes law, all provisions except two dealing with neck restraints and pursuits would be repealed; House Republicans separately voted to loosen restrictions on pursuits in September.
The DC Police Union, representing more than 3,000 active and retired local officers, offered its "full-throated support" for the GOP-led effort to repeal the local legislation, which it has long blamed for eroding moral and a staffing exodus -- though others have argued the reasons for staffing problems are far more complex. The department's ranks have shrunk to half-century lows, and in September the mayor told federal lawmakers that D.C. police clocked in 1.8 million hours of overtime last year, at a cost of $75 million.
"By repealing this anti-police law, we will make our nation's capital safer," Rep. James Comer (R-Kentucky) said on the House floor. "We will also restore the integrity of and faith in the law enforcement of the District of Columbia."
Rep. James Walkinshaw (D-Virginia) said Congress needed to leave it to local officials to solve local challenges. Congress, he said, had on its hands "crisis after crisis that demand action," such as rising health care costs and national economic headwinds. "In the midst of this, how does the majority choose to spend its time? By meddling in D.C.'s local affairs."
House lawmakers voted 237-179 to make major changes to the city's bail system, with 28 Democrats joining Republicans to back the bill.
The proposal would require any person charged with a violent or dangerous offense -- which includes some drug offenses and nonviolent felonies -- to be detained before trial. The legislation would return cash bail to D.C. for certain offenses, reviving a system D.C. has not relied on for more than 30 years. Offenses subject to cash bail would include destruction of property, rioting, and unarmed burglary or robbery, among several others -- or any previous conviction for one of those crimes.
"Under both D.C. and federal law, pretrial release and detention are based on a judge's assessment of a defendant's risk of not appearing in court and danger to the community," Norton said on the House floor Wednesday, arguing that the proposed change would "criminalize poverty."
She and Rep. Glenn Ivey (D-Maryland), a former D.C. prosecutor, also expressed concerns about the constitutionality of the changes.
Local and national criminal justice researchers and advocates have largely pointed to D.C.'s current system as a model. In 1992, D.C. became one of the first jurisdictions nationally to largely do away with money bail, mirroring changes in the federal criminal justice system. Since then, crime has fallen and risen at various points in the District, without evidence that those crime trends have had any connection to D.C.'s bail system.
It is rare for a person to commit a violent offense while out on bail, according to data from the federal Pretrial Services Agency, which supervises defendants out on bond and makes recommendations to D.C. judges about who should be released or detained. Of the nearly 16,000 people released pending trial from October 2024 to  June 2025, just 1.2 percent were rearrested for a violent crime. Roughly 90 percent remained entirely arrest-free, and about the same amount made all court appearances.
Ariel Levinson-Waldman, founding president of Tzedek DC, a public interest group in D.C. aiding people crippled by debt, called the legislation a "dangerous proposal." He said it would unfairly punish poor people who may not pose a public safety risk to the community by subjecting them to the destabilizing effects of incarceration while presumed innocent, such as losing their jobs, livelihoods or custody of their children -- consequences the organization outlined in a report this week.
Wednesday's action means House lawmakers have now passed six of the 13 bills targeting D.C.'s criminal justice system and home rule that the House Oversight Committee unveiled in September -- turning what was once far less common intervention in D.C. policy into a regular affair for the GOP. House lawmakers have voted on a total of nine D.C. bills this year, including voting to nullify a "sanctuary city" law limiting cooperation with immigration authorities and to repeal another that allows noncitizens to vote in local elections. None has yet been considered in the Senate.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Chilly tonight, patchy fog possible late; rain chances return late Friday
Rain chances return Friday afternoon into Saturday as we trend a bit warmer.

Dupont Circle at night. (Mike Maguire/Flickr)


By Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston | 2025-11-19
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Breaks in the clouds stick with us through the night. Some fog could develop late with lows mainly mid-30s to near 40.
What's next? Cool with considerable clouds Thursday, but probably dry. Rain chances are back Friday afternoon into Saturday as we trend a bit warmer.

Temperature forecast from the National Blend of Models. (weatherbell.com)


Through Tuesday, November's average temperature of 52 degrees was 0.2 degrees above the average to date. The last several days -- today likely included -- have been below average, moving the tally downward somewhat.
As of Nov. 19, our current daily normals are 57 for a high and 41 for a low.
Looking ahead, temperatures are mainly expected to be near or above average until the very end of the month, when the next cold blast is anticipated. Plugging in the numbers above, from the National Blend of Models, the city is currently forecast to finish November with a temperature of 50.8 degrees. This compares to a November average of 49.9 degrees.
Coming into November, every month since August has been below average. The last time there was three months in a row that were cooler than normal before that stretch was November 2017 to January 2018.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: Skies stay partly to mostly cloudy with light winds. Evening 40s are followed by overnight lows in the mid-30s to near 40. Some patchy fog is possible by the predawn through around sunrise. Confidence: High
Tomorrow (Thursday): High pressure should keep us dry, but a front not too far to our south probably means a continuation of partly to mostly cloudy skies. Temperatures may bump a degree or so warmer, with highs around 50 to the low 50s and light winds. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Mostly cloudy with lows in the low to mid-40s. Confidence: Medium-High
A look ahead
We may stay dry through the morning hours on Friday, still with plenty of clouds. Shower chances start to increase during the afternoon, but they could be scattered and light, with highs in the mid-50s to low 60s and light winds. There's a better chance of some areas of steadier rain Friday evening and overnight. Confidence: Low-Medium
Scattered showers remain possible Saturday, especially in the morning. Rain chances could decrease by afternoon, as drier air tries to work in from the north. Highs again in the mid-50s to low 60s, then Saturday night lows in upper 30s and low 40s. Confidence: Low
We're back to high pressure in control Sunday. Should be a fairly nice day with partly to mostly sunny skies, light winds and highs in the 50s. Confidence: Medium

Monday morning clouds over D.C. (Jeannie in D.C./Flickr)


Today's daily digit -- 5/10: Kind of a drab day with plenty of clouds and a chill. But appreciate the lack of wind, which is often blustery this time of year the day after rain. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.

Observed rainfall between Tuesday and Wednesday morning. (National Weather Service) 


Light rain, with occasional moderate bursts, began to fall Tuesday evening and continued into the predawn hours Wednesday. Totals across the D.C. area ranged from about 0.25 to 0.5 inches. Reagan National Airport reported 0.28 inches. The highest totals occurred north of the Beltway, with the lowest totals south of Fredericksburg. While beneficial, amounts were not nearly enough to put a meaningful dent in the drought affecting large parts of the area.
On this day in 1955, a calendar-day record 2.3 inches of snow fell. The snow was unpredicted. The forecast called for rain and a high near 44. But precipitation started as snow before changing to rain and the high only managed to hit 40.
And on this day in 2003, a calendar-day record 1.47 inches of rain fell as a line of strong to severe thunderstorms came through. "These storms preceded a cold front and produced gusty, damaging winds and heavy rainfall," the National Weather Service reported. "Widespread power outages were reported due to downed trees and power lines. Rainfall amounts averaged 2 to 4 inches."
Flash flooding was also reported from northwest Virginia to central and northeast Maryland, closing roads and leading to swift-water rescues. "Four deaths were attributed to flooding in Baltimore City," the Weather Service wrote.
Here are other notables from this date:
	Average high: 57
	Average low: 41
	Record high: 77 (1928)
	Record low: 18 (1891)
	Record rainfall: 1.47 inches (2003)
	Record snowfall: 2.3 inches (1955)
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Tech Policy
The government failed to break up Meta. It's becoming a pattern. 
Silicon Valley's ever-changing landscape is blunting the movement to rein in its power.

Meta's headquarters campus in Menlo Park, California. (John G Mabanglo/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Naomi Nix, Will Oremus | 2025-11-20
Twenty years ago, consumers went to Amazon to buy their books, Facebook to find their friends and YouTube to watch silly videos.
Today, all three companies -- and plenty of newer rivals -- compete against each other in the internet marketplace by offering their own forms of commerce, entertainment and socialization.
That inexorable process of reinvention and copying each other to become everything to everyone has blunted a once-powerful antitrust movement seeking to rein in the market power of Big Tech.
In ruling Tuesday that Facebook parent Meta isn't an illegal monopoly, U.S. District Judge James E. Boasberg in D.C. rejected the Federal Trade Commission's years-long effort to force the social media giant to divest its acquisitions of Instagram and WhatsApp. His basic argument: Whether or not Meta ever dominated "personal social networking," as the FTC alleged, it now vies head-to-head with fellow goliaths such as YouTube and TikTok in the booming market for short videos.
"Boasberg is simply looking at the fact that these are highly dynamic industries in which market shares change all of the time," said Herbert Hovenkamp, a professor at the University of Pennsylvania Law School and the Wharton School. "You have firms that are growing, others that are declining, new companies that are coming. In that kind of environment, antitrust courts need to be a lot more reluctant to intervene."
When the FTC and the Justice Department started investigating the market power of big online platforms in 2019, a politically diverse chorus of regulators, analysts and prominent lawyers were calling for the breakup of Amazon, Apple, Google and Meta, then called Facebook. Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts) and Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) contended that those behemoths had amassed too much power over users' data, hurt the livelihoods of mom-and-pop businesses, and limited Americans' freedom of speech online. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
Now what once looked like a 21st-century trust-busting movement appears to be losing some steam. A bipartisan push to pass laws to curb tech platforms' power was never brought for a vote by the Democratic-led Senate in 2022. The Trump administration has aligned itself with Big Tech on a number of policy issues, including supporting American companies' edge in the global AI race. And while courts have issued some significant judgments against tech companies, judges have shied away from ordering outright breakups.
They have instead generally reflected a conventional wisdom that prevailed for two decades after the government's messy bid to break up Microsoft in the 1990s: that the tech industry moves too fast for the government to effectively intervene.
"Monopolization litigation cases move like an ostrich, and the market is moving like a Formula One racer, and that's not a good fit," said William Kovacic, a law professor at George Washington University and a former FTC Chair.
Advocates of tougher antitrust enforcement against tech companies saw the Meta decision as another setback in their campaign to rein in Silicon Valley's power.
"I think it's a catastrophic decision for antitrust and for Big Tech accountability more generally," said Slade Bond, who was the chief counsel for the Democratic-led House antitrust subcommittee during the Biden administration. "I think the court's decision fundamentally misconstrued how these markets work."
Since the FTC first filed its lawsuit against Facebook, five years ago, the tech marketplace has changed dramatically. The global AI race has scrambled the pecking order in Silicon Valley, leading old rivals into new battles to poach top talent, quickly release AI models and hoard computing power.
Consumers' social media habits have changed too. Users who once turned to sites like Facebook and Instagram to see photos and life updates from their friends and family now scroll through AI-powered video feeds. Today's users flock to social media to find content from influencers and celebrities they don't know, while communicating with their loved ones in private messages.
The FTC, which first filed its lawsuit against Meta the same year as Instagram debuted its short-form video product known as Reels to compete with the ascendant TikTok, has struggled to keep up with those shifting dynamics. The agency argued that Meta held a monopoly in the "personal social networking" market and identified the ephemeral messaging app Snapchat as its next-biggest competitor.
Boasberg didn't buy the FTC's analysis of the competitive landscape, pointing to evidence from Meta that it faces a broader set of competitors. When TikTok was banned in India in 2020, and briefly in the U.S. this past January, users flocked to Facebook and Instagram.
"When consumers cannot use Facebook and Instagram, they turn first to TikTok and YouTube. When they cannot use TikTok or YouTube, they turn to Facebook and Instagram," Boasberg wrote. "That evidence leaves the Court with no doubt that TikTok and YouTube compete with Meta's apps."
The Meta ruling comes on the heels of antitrust lawsuits against Google that have yielded mixed results. In a landmark 2024 ruling, U.S. District Judge Amit P. Mehta found Google was guilty of illegally monopolizing internet search -- opening the possibility of a dramatic breakup. The Justice Department pushed for Mehta to force the company to sell off its Chrome web browser.
But in September, Mehta declined to break up the search giant, finding that the rise of AI chatbots such as ChatGPT had shaken up its monopoly and revived competition. He ordered more modest changes, barring the company from striking exclusive search deals and requiring it to share some information with rivals.
In a separate case, another federal judge found in April that Google had also monopolized online advertising. The two sides in that case are expected to hold closing arguments in the coming weeks as to what the consequences should be.
"We're constantly seeing that what consumers want has evolved and changed, and that oftentimes new, disruptive entrants can still gain market traction," said Jennifer Huddleston, a senior fellow in technology policy at the libertarian Cato Institute. "Innovation is our best competition policy."
The specter of a breakup looms over two other tech giants, Amazon and Apple. Both are facing lawsuits launched during the Biden administration. But with trials in those cases years away, the results of the Meta and Google trials suggest time may be on their side.
"I think two cases that could be in trouble are the Apple case and the Amazon case," said Hovenkamp, arguing that it is now harder to prove that Apple or Amazon have a dominant position in a defined market. "Market shares or market power attaches to products, not to firms."
Biden's FTC sued Amazon in September 2023, alleging that it monopolized online shopping, then used its power to squeeze merchants and deter them from offering cheaper deals elsewhere. Amazon countered that its business practices were standard in the retail industry and didn't stifle competition.
In September 2024, a federal judge dismissed parts of the case but allowed core claims to move forward. A trial was initially set for 2026 but has since been pushed to 2027.
In March 2024, Biden's Justice Department accused Apple of stifling competition in the smartphone market by putting fees and restrictions on rival companies' apps. Apple moved to dismiss the case, arguing that those moves were made to improve iPhone customers' experience. But a federal judge ruled in June that the suit can move forward.
If U.S. antitrust enforcers continue to lose cases against big tech companies, it may prompt policymakers to reevaluate whether the court system is the right tool to regulate the power of dominant firms, Kovacic said -- and whether legislation is needed.
"I think it's going to rekindle the debate over whether we're using the right strategy to deal with tech," he said.
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Tech Policy
White House drafts order directing Justice Department to sue states that pass AI regulations
The draft order comes after Republicans in Congress failed to pass a federal ban on state AI regulation, as more lawmakers raise concerns about the technology.

Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg, President Donald Trump, first lady Melania Trump and Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates attend a dinner for tech business leaders at the White House in September. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Gerrit De Vynck, Nitasha Tiku | 2025-11-20
SAN FRANCISCO -- The Trump administration is drafting an executive order that would direct the Justice Department to sue states that pass laws regulating artificial intelligence, according to a copy reviewed by The Washington Post and confirmed by a person familiar with the White House effort, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe internal discussions. But the proposal could conflict with legal limits to presidential power.
The proposed executive order comes after a split among Senate Republicans in July killed a proposal backed by the White House to block all state AI regulation, as part of President Donald Trump's signature tax and immigration law. It foundered after pushback from lawmakers concerned about the need to protect Americans from potential harms caused by AI. The White House declined to comment for this article.
Worries over the technology's impact on jobs, potential harms to children and increased electricity prices due to energy consumption by data centers that power AI software are becoming major political issues for lawmakers in both parties. Pew Research Center found in a June survey that 50 percent of Americans are more concerned than excited about increased use of AI in daily life.
The Republican Party has traditionally been vocal about limits to federal power over states, as defined in the U.S. Constitution. If signed by Trump, the draft executive order would escalate his efforts to force states into line with his priorities during his second term.
The Trump administration has sued several states in recent months, including California over a law that sought to block law enforcement officers from covering their faces, and New York and Vermont over laws that require oil companies to pay toward the cost of climate-related disasters.
The draft AI order would direct the Justice Department to challenge state laws regulating the technology on the grounds that they interfere with interstate commerce. Travis Hall, state director for the nonprofit Center for Democracy and Technology, said the approach appeared to be unconstitutional.
"Preemption is a question for Congress, which they have considered and rejected, and should continue to reject," Hall said. "This proposal is shocking in its disregard for the democratic processes of state governments in their work to address the real and documented harms arising from AI tools."
Trump has appointed influential figures from the tech industry to his administration and sought a close relationship with tech firms, amplifying industry claims that AI technology is crucial to American economic and national security. The president has frequently hosted the leaders of AI companies at the White House, touting their multibillion-dollar commitments to building data centers and computer chip manufacturing plants in the United States.
The draft order would establish a federal task force to evaluate existing state laws on AI and identify whether they impinge on freedom of speech. Under the order, the commerce secretary would be directed to withhold federal funding for broadband internet from states identified as having such laws.
Trump and Republican lawmakers have not given up on the idea of using Congress to limit state AI regulation. On Tuesday, the president wrote in a post on his social network Truth Social that the U.S. should have a single federal standard on AI, and suggested adding it to the defense authorization bill that passed the Senate last month and is now before the House.
"We MUST have one Federal Standard instead of a patchwork of 50 State Regulatory Regimes. If we don't, then China will easily catch us in the AI race," Trump said.
On Wednesday, some GOP politicians and activists voiced opposition to that proposal. Republican Govs. Ron DeSantis of Florida and Spencer Cox of Utah said in posts on X that they oppose efforts to pass a federal preemption.
"Sneaking it into the defense bill is an insult to voters," DeSantis wrote.
Cat Zakrzewski contributed to this report.
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National
FBI fired veteran employee for displaying Pride flag, lawsuit says
David Maltinsky, who worked at the bureau for 16 years and was training to become a special agent, says he was fired for displaying a Pride flag given to him by the FBI.

FBI Director Kash Patel. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Victoria Bisset | 2025-11-20
A former employee at the Federal Bureau of Investigation is suing the bureau and the Justice Department, saying he was fired for displaying a Pride flag in his workspace.
David Maltinsky, who had worked with the FBI for more than 16 years, was training to become a special agent when he received a letter informing him that he had been terminated last month, according to a federal lawsuit filed Wednesday.
The letter, signed by FBI Director Kash Patel, said Maltinsky had "exercised poor judgment with an inappropriate display of political signage in [his] work area during [his] previous assignment at the Los Angeles Field Office," according to the lawsuit. Maltinsky told superiors that he believed the letter referred to the Pride flag as he had no other "signage" at this workspace.
Maltinsky, who is gay, worked in an operational support role and then an intelligence role at the FBI before commencing his agent training, and had supported the FBI's diversity initiatives following the shooting at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando in June 2016 -- work that the FBI "encouraged and honored" him for, according to the lawsuit.
"In special recognition" of this work, the lawsuit states, the Los Angeles Field Office gave him two Pride flags that had flown outside of the office, one of which he displayed at his workstation, alongside a placard explaining the flag's history and meaning.
In January 2025, an FBI employee at the office reported a concern about the flag to Maltinsky's supervisor, who told Maltinsky that, "in the supervisor's view, the display of the flag was entirely permissible and appropriate."
"Out of an abundance of caution, Maltinsky requested that the Chief Division Counsel for the LAFO review whether the display of the Progress Pride flag and placard was permissible," the lawsuit said. "The Chief Division Counsel advised Maltinsky that the display of the flag and placard did not violate any policy, rule, or regulation."
In April, Maltinsky was informed he was successful in his application to become an FBI special agent, and he removed the flag in June while clearing out his workstation before the start of his 19-week training program at the FBI Academy in Quantico, Virginia, the lawsuit said, adding that he was three weeks away from graduating when he received the termination letter.
"Maltinsky displayed a flag provided to him by the FBI at his own personal workstation, speaking entirely as a private individual and with the permission of his superiors," the lawsuit argued. It added that federal employees have been permitted to display other emblems -- including the Revolutionary War-era Gadsden flag, which is frequently used to express anti-government sentiment, and signage showing the American flag with a blue line that is associated with support for law enforcement.
In an emailed statement shared by his legal team Thursday, Maltinsky said he had displayed the flag "not as a political statement, but as a symbol of inclusion, unity, and equal service. These are the values that once made the FBI strong. Now it is a place where people like me are targeted. I believe I was fired not because of who I am, but what I am: a proud gay man."
The complaint, which was filed against the FBI, Patel, the Justice Department and Attorney General Pam Bondi, said that Maltinsky's dismissal violated his First and Fifth Amendment rights and asked the court to reinstate him and award him back pay as appropriate. The FBI and Justice Department did not immediately respond to overnight requests for comment.
"This administration's unlawfully firing him is part of a larger campaign to rid federal agencies of employees who may have different viewpoints, or are from marginalized groups, or who dare speak out against discrimination," Maltinsky's co-counsel, Kerrie Riggs, said in an emailed statement. "David's fight is not just about him, but about securing the rights and freedoms of all federal employees."
There have been other claims of politically motivated dismissals under the Trump administration.
In September, the FBI's former acting director Brian Driscoll and two other former senior FBI officials filed a federal lawsuit alleging that they were unlawfully fired. According to The Washington Post, the FBI has also fired several agents involved in the investigation that led up to the special counsel case against Donald Trump and another group of agents who were photographed kneeling with protesters in Washington during the 2020 racial justice protests following the police killing of George Floyd.
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Tell The Post: Amid ICE deportations, how have your Nochebuena plans changed? 
Post reporters are looking to talk to Latino readers about how they will be celebrating the holiday this year. Share your thoughts through this form.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-11-20
For many Latinos, Nochebuena, which falls on Christmas Eve, is bigger than Christmas itself. The holiday traditionally includes tamales or lechon, followed by midnight Mass and gift exchanges.
But the most important part of the holiday is time with family.
This year, many Latinos are on edge. Immigration raids have led to thousands of deportations, prompting some Latinos to change their traditions. Some may be celebrating without their mothers or fathers for the first time, while others may tone down plans in hopes of avoiding detection.
The Post would like to speak with Latinos about how they will be celebrating the holiday this year. To submit, please use the form below or contact Maria Luisa Paul securely on Signal (marialuisapaul.68).
We won't publish anything shared with us without following up first, so please include contact information. Thanks for contributing.
By submitting, you agree to our submission and discussion guidelines, including our terms of service and privacy policy.
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National
Republican overseeing Alamo renovation ousted after 'woke' social media post
Kate Rogers was leading an $550 million renovation of the Alamo. She resigned after Texas Republicans began criticizing a social media post and her college dissertation.

Kate Rogers said she played no role in the post about Indigenous Peoples' Day. (Kin Man Hui/San Antonio Express-News/AP)


By Emmanuel Felton | 2025-11-20
Kate Rogers didn't know it at the time, but Oct. 13 would mark the beginning of the end of her four-year tenure leading the $550 million renovation of the Alamo.
On that day, two posts appeared on the X account of the famous San Antonio historic site. One celebrated Columbus Day. The other, which has since been deleted, celebrated Indigenous Peoples' Day, a holiday  recognized by President Joe Biden in 2021 that honors Indigenous populations in the United States.
It was the latter that caught the eye of powerful state Republicans.
The next morning, Texas Land Commissioner Dawn Buckingham (R) decried the post as "woke" and announced that her office, which oversees the Alamo, would be launching an investigation.
Rogers said she wasn't involved with crafting the social media posts but offered to resign after being told during a board meeting of the Alamo Trust that "someone is going to have to pay."
The nonprofit's board instead voted to terminate the communications director.
Eight days later, Rogers received a call from Texas Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick (R): He had received a copy of her 2023 PhD dissertation about how museums can influence how history is taught in schools.
"Personally, I would love to see the Alamo become a beacon for historical reconciliation and a place that brings people together versus tearing them apart, but politically that may not be possible at this time," she wrote on Page 80.
According to Rogers, after reading that section aloud, Patrick asked her to resign as CEO of the Alamo Trust, which is overseeing the Alamo renovation project. She declined.
The next day, Patrick publicly called for her resignation, describing Rogers's writing as "troubling" and "shocking."
Hours later, Rogers complied.
Rogers's ouster is just the latest battle to engulf the effort to build a museum at the 300-year-old former Spanish mission, the site of the most iconic battle of Texas independence. It echoes President Donald Trump's war on "woke" ideas in American museums like those of the Smithsonian Institution, which he says overemphasize the negative aspects of U.S. history.
Earlier this week, Rogers sued Patrick, Buckingham, and the Alamo Trust and its leadership for wrongful termination. Forcing her to resign for what she wrote in her dissertation was a violation of her free speech rights, according to the lawsuit filed in federal court in the Western District of Texas. The Alamo Trust also revoked her severance offer after she spoke to Texas Monthly about her termination, the lawsuit alleges.
Patrick's office did not immediately respond to a request for a comment. Buckingham's office and the Alamo Trust said they were unable to comment on pending litigation.
Rogers, a registered Republican, said she had enjoyed navigating the political tightrope between local Democrats and state Republicans, who each are funding the Alamo project but have very different visions for the site's future. In addition to restoring the church and convent, the project includes a new 100,000-square-foot visitor center and museum -- decked with a 4D theater -- and a new rooftop restaurant across the street.

The massive renovation of the Alamo includes restoring its church. (Eric Gay/AP)


For many in Texas, the Alamo is a sacred place where brave revolutionaries were slaughtered by the Mexican army in 1836 and a symbol of Texas pride. But some historians argue that a significant number of those fighting for independence were motivated by a desire to preserve slavery, which had been banned in most of Mexico but was still legal in most of the United States.
As head of the renovation project, Rogers said she tried to satisfy both Democrats who wanted the museum to tell a broader story about the political and racial dynamics that led to the battle and Republicans who wanted the renovation to focus on the 13-day siege.
Last year, that tension spilled into public view. A Black member of the museum planning committee announced that she was "serving under protest" after the committee voted to approve a controversial statue of an enslaved man named Joe, who traveled to the Alamo with the White man who enslaved him. Several Black members of the committee complained that the statue, which showed Joe carrying a musket, falsely gave the impression that he was there fighting for Texas independence on his own accord. In the end, the committee reversed itself and voted to approve a statue without the musket.
"I really believe strongly that all the work that was done while I was there paid homage to the defenders of the Alamo and held them up as the brave people that they were," Rogers said. "We just tried to bring forward some of the stories of lesser known people who were also really important for the Alamo."
That balancing act was becoming increasingly difficult, she said, as discussions of America's racial history became more politically tense.
The Trump administration has ordered universities and government agencies to end diversity, equity and inclusion programs and cut funding to small archives and museums across the country dedicated to Black history. It has also ordered the removal of signs and exhibits related to slavery at multiple national parks.
"Whatever is happening in Washington absolutely has an impact on what happens at the local level," Rogers said. "It's just hard to see it sometimes. I think in this case, it's quite apparent."
Rogers, who spent two decades in the private sector in San Antonio before joining the Alamo Trust, said she saw working for the nonprofit as an opportunity to help redefine the city and state's relationship with their most-visited landmark.

The Texas flag waves at the Alamo, where an iconic battle for independence from Mexico occurred. (Eric Gay/AP)


When Rogers learned Republicans were reviewing her dissertation for a doctorate at the University of Southern California, she decided to reread it. The 167-page paper focuses on how museums at significant historical sites, including Gettysburg, Monticello and Mount Vernon, support social studies instruction at schools across the country.
In a brief section describing her own biases and challenges as a researcher, she discussed her work at the Alamo and two new laws passed by the Republican-led legislature to curtail how slavery and other elements of history were taught in Texas classrooms. "I do not believe it is the role of politicians to determine what professional educators can or should teach," she wrote.
Rogers said she initially didn't remember what she wrote about leading the Alamo renovation project but understood why some would view it as controversial.  "That whole section is two pages out of 167," she said.
Patrick said in a letter to the Alamo Trust's board that the views expressed in Rogers's dissertation were "incompatible with the telling of the history of the battle of the Alamo." The lieutenant governor and other state Republicans have emphasized the need to protect the Alamo renovation project from ideas like "critical race theory" -- generally recognized as an academic framework that examines the role of race and racism in the crafting of American laws and social norms.
In 2023, Buckingham campaigned on promises to protect the image of the Alamo as a "Shrine of Texas Liberty," against what she called a left-wing attempt to rewrite the state's history. Trump endorsed her candidacy to be land commissioner. He said she would "protect the great legacy of Texas," including by defending the Alamo, "which, like all other amazing institutions, is under siege."
In her wrongful termination lawsuit, Rogers alleges that Buckingham's office took great interest in the day-to-day operations at the Alamo, directing Rogers to give tours of the site to Buckingham's  family members and Trump Cabinet members. Her staff also asked to review all books being sold at the gift shop, according to the lawsuit.
Rogers said she doesn't expect the Alamo Trust to make major changes to the plan she helped develop for the renovation, which has already broken ground. She raised $90 million in private funding for the project and was promoted from executive director of the Alamo Trust to president and CEO. "All the feedback that I had ever received from the board was always very positive," she said. "I always felt very supported."
Rogers is asking the court to order that she be reinstated at the Alamo Trust and paid damages.
The Alamo Trust did not respond to requests to interview members of the board or the new CEO, former Texas secretary of state Esperanza "Hope" Andrade, about the future of the Alamo renovation.
Rogers said she worries her ouster could shake visitors' confidence in what they see when they enter the new Alamo or any museum.
"Woke is a label -- it's a political label that is just thrown around," she said. "Sometimes I wonder what it even means. But history is history. There are the facts of what happened, and we should present those, because museums are still considered very credible institutions by the American public -- typically a lot more credible than elected officials."

Rogers said she worries her ouster could shake visitors' confidence in what they see when they enter the Alamo. (Eric Gay/AP)
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National
Larry Summers steps back from teaching as Harvard looks into Epstein ties
Documents released by Congress show the former treasury secretary kept in contact with Epstein after he pleaded guilty to solicitation of prostitution in 2008.

Larry Summers, president emeritus of Harvard University, served as treasury secretary during Bill Clinton's presidency. (Joshua Roberts/Reuters)


By Praveena Somasundaram | 2025-11-20
Larry Summers, the former Harvard University president who served as treasury secretary under President Bill Clinton, is stepping back from teaching and resigning from the board of ChatGPT maker OpenAI, as Harvard looks into his relationship with convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.
Harvard is reviewing information of people associated with the university -- including Summers, its president from 2001 to 2006 -- that were featured in the Epstein documents to "evaluate what actions may be warranted," spokesperson Jason Newton said on Wednesday. Congress released documents last week showing the men remained in close contact after Epstein pleaded guilty to solicitation of prostitution in 2008.
Summers's spokesperson also said on Wednesday that his co-teachers will complete the remaining three class sessions of the courses he has been teaching this semester. "Summers is not scheduled to teach next semester," the spokesperson added. He will keep his tenure.
Summers said in a statement on the same day that he has resigned from the board of OpenAI -- one day after he announced that he would step back from his public commitments.
"I am grateful for the opportunity to have served, excited about the potential of the company and look forward to following their progress," Summers said.
(The Washington Post has a content partnership with OpenAI.)

Former treasury secretary Larry Summers addressed his recently released emails with Jeffrey Epstein during a Harvard University class on Nov. 18.


On Nov. 12, the House Oversight Committee released a trove of documents that included emails illuminating Epstein's ties to a network of world leaders, business tycoons and American politicians from both parties -- connections that continued long after Epstein pleaded guilty to charges of solicitation of prostitution and solicitation of prostitution with a minor in 2008.
The documents were released after months of intense interest from the public and politicians from both parties who pushed for the release of files related to Epstein, despite opposition from President Donald Trump and the White House. Trump's name had appeared repeatedly in previous documents released from Epstein's estate, but he has maintained that he had "no idea" about Epstein's criminal behavior, and the documents have produced no evidence of wrongdoing by Trump.
The president has said that he knew Epstein socially in Palm Beach and that they had a falling-out in the mid-2000s.
The newly released files showed two years of communications between Summers and Epstein on myriad topics, including Summers's romantic interests. At one point, Epstein appears to have coached Summers on how to attract a woman.
On Monday night, Summers, who holds a professorship at Harvard, expressed regret for his communications with Epstein.
"I am deeply ashamed of my actions and recognize the pain they have caused," Summers said in a statement. "I take full responsibility for my misguided decision to continue communicating with Mr. Epstein."
Summers resigned as Harvard's president in February 2006, in part after he ignited controversy during a speech in which he suggested that women were underrepresented in math and science due to "intrinsic aptitude."
After the files were released, a series of boards and think tanks severed their relationships with Summers, including the Yale Budget Lab, the Peterson Institute for International Economics, the Hamilton Project at the Brookings Institution, the Center for Global Development and the Center for American Progress.
CAP, a left-leaning think tank, said in a statement that it had paused the launch of a working group focused on economic proposals, which Summers was supposed to help lead. For decades, Summers has been a key player on economic policy in Washington.
Susan Svrluga, Rachel Siegel, Jacob Bogage, Maegan Vazquez and Andrew Jeong contributed to this report.
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National
Mamdani will keep Jessica Tisch as New York police commissioner 
The incoming democratic socialist mayor will retain the popular police commissioner from the Adams administration.

New York Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani and New York City Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch walk to the New York City Police Memorial on Wednesday. (Richard Drew/Pool/Reuters)


By Tim Craig | 2025-11-19
NEW YORK -- Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani announced Wednesday he will keep Jessica Tisch as the city's police commissioner, relieving many local leaders who believe the city needs continuity in its fight against crime and police corruption.
Mamdani, a democratic socialist who has taken several positions at odds with Tisch, had signaled shortly before the November election that he planned to retain Tisch. But it had been unclear whether Tisch, who was appointed by Mayor Eric Adams (D), would stay on in the new administration.
In a news release Wednesday morning, Tisch announced she had recently spoken to Mamdani "several times" and had accepted his offer to remain.
"That's because he and I share many of the same public safety goals for New York City: lowering crime, making communities safer, rooting out corruption, and giving our officers the tools, support, and resources they need to carry out their noble work," Tisch said.
Mamdani praised Tisch, who took over as commissioner last year, for driving down crime, including a nearly 20 percent reduction in homicides this year.
"Together, we will deliver a city where rank-and-file police officers and the communities they serve alike are safe, represented and proud to call New York their home," Mamdani said.
Adams, Gov. Kathy Hochul (D), Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine (D), several City Council members and New York-area members of Congress quickly issued statements praising Mamdani's choice.
In an interview, William J. Bratton, who served as New York's police commissioner in the mid-1990s and again from 2014 to 2016, said rank-and-file police officers were also heartened that Tisch would remain.
"Thanksgiving and Christmas came early for the city and the NYP," Bratton said. "They are off to a good start in a sense that they share a common goal of continuing the success that she has had."
In addition to the drop in homicides, Mamdani noted that more than 4,800 illegal guns have been removed from city streets this year. He praised Tisch for "cracking down on corruption in the upper echelons of the police department." As commissioner, Tisch has forced out or reassigned several high-ranking police officials who have been accused of misconduct.
Tisch, who comes from a billionaire family that founded Loews Corp. and is part owner of the New York Giants football team, is well-regarded by business leaders. Before serving as police commissioner, Tisch, who has degrees from Harvard's law and business schools, served under Adams as the city's sanitation commissioner.
As police commissioner, Tisch has been scrutinized by liberal groups who questioned police tactics against youth offenders and protesters of Israel's war in Gaza. Some activists also believe Tisch has not been forceful enough in halting cooperation between police officers and federal agents conducting immigration enforcement in the city.
In recent weeks, some left-wing podcasters and activists had urged Mamdani not to reappoint Tisch.
But on Wednesday, progressive organizations, who were a backbone of Mamdani's election success, were relatively muted in their criticism of her reappointment.
In a statement, the American Civil Liberties Union of New York noted it is "a longtime critic of the NYPD and will remain so" but appreciated Tisch's vocal opposition to President Donald Trump's suggestions that he could send the National Guard to New York.
"In the new administration, the NYCLU hopes that the commissioner places a renewed emphasis on officer accountability, cooperating with the [Civilian Complaint Review Board], and lowering racial disparities in enforcement," said Donna Lieberman, the organization's executive director.
One pro-police-reform organization, the Justice Committee, did issue a statement accusing Mamdani of turning his back on supporters.
"Our city is crying out for a new, transformative approach to public safety," the group said. "Mayor-elect Mamdani's decision retain to Jessica Tisch as NYPD commissioner raises serious questions about his ability to deliver this."
It remains unclear how Tisch's appointment could affect Mamdani's ambitious plan to create a new Department of Community Safety. The proposed $1.1 billion department would be tasked with deploying mental health counselors and violence interrupters to some 911 calls while also conducting preventive outreach to juvenile offenders, people experiencing homelessness and transit riders.
Alex Vitale, a sociology professor at Brooklyn College who helped Mamdani draft early stages of his plan, said in an interview that he "certainly has concerns" about Tisch's appointment but that he assumes she and the mayor "have made arrangements" to work together to fulfill his goals.
"Even though the department would be separate from the police department, there are areas of activity that overlap with the police department, so an understanding is going to need to be reached," Vitale said. "There needs to be an understanding on everything from 911 dispatch, to how to handle crime scenes when community violence interrupters show up, and the flow of information from police and community groups."
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Justice
Judge restarts contempt probe over deportation flights to El Salvador
The order by Chief U.S. District Judge James E. Boasberg touched off one of the biggest clashes between President Donald Trump and the judiciary this year.

A view of E. Barrett Prettyman U.S. Courthouse in Washington. (Robb Hill/For The Washington Post)


By Salvador Rizzo | 2025-11-20
A federal judge's inquiry to determine which Trump administration officials violated a court order that barred deportation flights to El Salvador is back on after a seven-month pause for appeals.
The order, issued in March by Chief U.S. District Judge James E. Boasberg of the District of Columbia, would have lasted for two weeks. Instead, it touched off one of the biggest clashes between President Donald Trump and the judiciary this year. Trump has made mass deportations a cornerstone of his second-term agenda. Judges across the country have found that many migrants are being wrongly deported or being denied the right to contest their removals in court.
Trump called for Boasberg's impeachment after the order, calling the judge a "troublemaker and agitator." Other administration officials responded with "willful disregard," Boasberg said, and continued to fly migrants to El Salvador.
At a hearing Wednesday, Boasberg said the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit made clear in a series of opinions issued last week that his contempt inquiry could proceed. The appeals court had previously halted the proceedings in April.
"My inquiry is not to determine whether to hold the government in contempt, but rather to find whether there is sufficient information to make a contempt referral," Boasberg said. The issue, he said, "has been sitting for a long time, and I believe that justice requires me to move promptly on this."
Boasberg launched the criminal contempt inquiry in April, a month after issuing the temporary restraining order. That order barred authorities from transporting a group of Venezuelan migrants to a notorious megaprison in El Salvador under a wartime statute, the Alien Enemies Act, to give the migrants a chance to contest their removals in court.
Two flights with migrants were in the air when Boasberg first ruled orally from the bench on March 15, and they were not recalled. Two more flights departed the next day, Boasberg said, hours after he had issued the temporary restraining order in writing.

Venezuelan migrants deported to El Salvador under an invoked wartime law are challenging their removal, raising questions about third-country removal processes.


A Justice Department attorney, Tiberius Davis, told the judge at Wednesday's hearing that the government continued to object to the contempt proceedings. Boasberg said that a majority of judges on the appeals court had given him the green light to continue them and that he intended to get witness statements from at least two people: a Justice Department whistleblower who was fired, Erez Reuveni, and Drew Ensign, a Justice Department attorney whom Reuveni accused of misleading the court about the migrant flights.
According to Reuveni, the Justice Department official who told subordinates to disregard Boasberg's oral ruling on March 15 was Emil Bove, a former personal lawyer for Trump who is now a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 3rd Circuit.
"If you want to provide me full declarations from people explaining exactly what happened, that might obviate the need to call people as witnesses," Boasberg told Davis. "But I certainly intend to find out what happened that day, and the government can assist me to whatever degree it wishes."
Lee Gelernt, an ACLU lawyer representing the migrants, said in court that the contempt inquiry was more than justified. "It is a direct threat to our system of law when the United States Department of Justice deliberately ignores a court order and there is overwhelming evidence that's what happened," he said after the hearing.
The Supreme Court ultimately voided the temporary restraining order, and the migrants were eventually transported from El Salvador to Venezuela. But a contempt inquiry was warranted, Boasberg said, because administration officials defied his order before the Supreme Court issued its ruling, and "such disobedience is punishable as contempt, notwithstanding any later-revealed deficiencies."
His opinion in April said Trump administration officials could avoid the contempt proceedings by giving the Venezuelan migrants an opportunity to challenge their deportations in court. Otherwise, the judge said, he would require that the officials who flouted the court order be identified. The judge said he could also seek sworn witness statements and "refer the matter for prosecution." And if the Justice Department declined to prosecute the contempt of court, Boasberg said, he would appoint a lawyer to do it.
A federal appeals court panel halted Boasberg's contempt inquiry by a 2-1 vote in August, with two Trump appointees in the majority.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit last week denied a request to rehear the case with all 11 active judges participating in the proceedings. However, six of those judges said Boasberg was legally justified in starting the contempt inquiry and indicated that Boasberg could restart those proceedings.
Boasberg told lawyers in the case to submit court filings by Monday proposing witnesses and next steps.

Chief U.S. District Judge James E. Boasberg touched off one of the biggest clashes between President Donald Trump and the judiciary this year with an order barring deportation flights to El Salvador. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)
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National
The cost of Thanksgiving dinner dropped this year, agriculture group says
The cost of a typical Thanksgiving dinner declined this year, in part because of cheaper turkey, according to a farm group's annual survey.

Turkeys for sale at a Walmart on Long Island this month. (Kylie Cooper/Reuters)


By Gaya Gupta | 2025-11-19
Here's one thing to be grateful for this holiday season: A typical Thanksgiving dinner is more affordable this year than last, according to the American Farm Bureau Federation.
The average cost of a Thanksgiving feast for 10 people -- including turkey, stuffing, sweet potatoes, rolls, peas, cranberries, a veggie tray and pumpkin pie with whipped cream -- will cost $55.18, or $5.52 per person, the group found.
That number varies by region. The Thanksgiving grocery haul was cheapest in the South, at $50.01, and most expensive in the West, at $61.75.
This is the third year in a row the price has declined after reaching a historic high of $64.05 in 2022.
The farm group, which has tracked Thanksgiving meal prices for 40 years, compiled data from grocery stores in all 50 states and Puerto Rico. It did not take into account promotional coupons or deals found online or in-store.
The star of Thanksgiving -- the turkey, of course -- helped bring down the overall cost of dinner this year. The average price of a 16-pound frozen bird decreased by 16 percent from last year to $21.50, or $1.34 per pound. The report said that its volunteers tracked prices during the first week of November but noted that grocery stores have been featuring Thanksgiving deals to draw in customers and are likely to lower prices further ahead of the holiday.
"Farmers are still working to rebuild turkey flocks that were devastated by avian influenza, but overall demand has also fallen," Faith Parum, an economist at the American Farm Bureau Federation, said in a statement. "The combination will help ensure turkey will remain an affordable option for families celebrating Thanksgiving."
Low wheat prices helped bring down the cost of items requiring flour, such as dinner rolls, stuffing mix and frozen pie crusts. But the cost of vegetables shot up, the farm group found. The price of a one-pound veggie tray of carrots and celery increased more than 60 percent, while the price of sweet potatoes increased by 37 percent. The AFB attributed those increases to hurricane damage in North Carolina, the country's largest producer of sweet potatoes, and possible supply-chain disruptions, such as from weather or labor shortages.
The Thanksgiving holiday comes right after more than 41 million people navigated the loss of Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits this month because of the government shutdown. Many Americans are reporting higher grocery prices, while also feeling the financial pinch from increases in electricity bills and housing costs.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/11/19/thanksgiving-cost-turkey-price/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            National
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

      World

      The Washington Post World section provides information and analysis of breaking world news stories. In addition to our world news and video, Post World News offers discussions and blogs on major international news and economic issues.


      
        Zelensky says will work with U.S. on peace plan sparking fears in Ukraine
        Catherine Belton, Ellen Francis, Dan Lamothe, Siobhan O'Grady

        Kyiv's European partners said they should be involved in proposals for the security of Ukraine and Europe, indicating they hadn't even been briefed on the plan.

      

      
        Israeli strikes kill at least 32 people in Gaza despite ceasefire
        Hazem  Balousha, Abbie Cheeseman

        The deaths added to a growing toll of Palestinian casualties since a U.S.-backed ceasefire in Gaza went into effect last month.

      

      
        Inside a thriving Chinatown neighborhood in the heart of West Africa
        Rachel Chason

        Chinese migrants have created a lively community in the Malian capital of Bamako but the advance of Islamist militants has them questioning their futures.

      

      
        Albania is fighting corruption. The accused are fighting back.
        William Booth, Fjori Sinoruka

        To join the E.U., candidate countries such as Albania are prosecuting once-powerful politicians, showing that no one is above the law. Defendants see a witch hunt.

      

      
        Deadly bear attacks set Japan on edge, prompt military action
        Andrew Jeong

        A record 13 people have been killed by bears so far this year. Canada, the U.S. and several other nations have issued warnings for citizens traveling in Japan.

      

      
        U.S. pushes new Ukraine peace plan as Trump's Army secretary visits Kyiv
        Adam Taylor, John Hudson, Catherine Belton, Dan Lamothe

        The administration is renewing efforts to end the war, pitching a revised ceasefire proposal and giving a top military official an unusual diplomatic assignment.

      

      
        Israeli figures warn state has 'lost control' as West Bank settlers attack
        Heidi Levine, Louisa Loveluck, Lior Soroka

        A former general and an Israeli opposition leader both blamed the government for helping foster what they described as "Jewish terrorism."

      

      
        Joy as Haitian men's team secures first World Cup berth since 1974
        Widlore Merancourt

        With their Port-au-Prince stadium under gang control, the Grenadiers are playing home games in Curacao. Their French coach hasn't visited Haiti since his appointment.

      

      
        NATO on alert as Poland accuses Russia of 'state terrorism' in rail blast
        Aaron Wiener, Serhiy Morgunov, Ellen Francis

        Tensions rose after a blast damaged the Warsaw-Lublin rail line, which has been used to deliver aid to Ukraine, and a Russian missile attack killed at least 25 people in Ternopil.

      

      
        
          	
            National
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Europe
Zelensky says will work with U.S. on peace plan sparking fears in Ukraine
Kyiv's European partners said they should be involved in proposals for the security of Ukraine and Europe, indicating they hadn't even been briefed on the plan. 

U.S. Army Secretary Daniel Driscoll meets with Ukrainian Defense Minister Denys Shmyhal in Kyiv on Wednesday. (Press Service of Ukrainian Defense Ministry/Reuters)


By Catherine Belton, Ellen Francis, Dan Lamothe, Siobhan O'Grady | 2025-11-20
LONDON -- A U.S. military delegation led by Army Secretary Daniel Driscoll delivered Thursday a new draft proposal to end the war in Ukraine even as European and Ukrainian officials warned that any deal should not involve the country's "capitulation."
Kyiv's main European partners said they should be included in any proposals for the future security of the continent, as European officials indicated they had not been consulted or even briefed on Washington's plan, details of which have emerged in leaks to the press.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said he discussed with the U.S. military envoys on Thursday "options for achieving a genuine peace, the sequencing of work and formats for dialogue, as well as new momentum for diplomacy."
"Our teams -- from Ukraine and the United States -- will work on the points of the plan to end the war. We are ready for constructive, honest, and swift work," he said in a statement. His office added he would speak in the coming days with President Donald Trump about the "diplomatic opportunities and the key points required to achieve peace."
A U.S. official speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal discussions said Driscoll and Zelensky "agreed on an aggressive timeline" to move ahead, but declined to characterize the contents of the proposal.
Versions of the proposal, however, leaked earlier and prompted one of Zelensky's advisers, Mykhailo Podolyak, to slam it as amounting to no more than Ukraine's "unconditional capitulation."
Special envoy Steve Witkoff is quietly pushing a plan that contains provisions that Ukraine has long opposed, including forcing it to cede strategic territory not yet seized by Russia in the eastern Donbas region and agreeing to significant reductions in the size and effectiveness of its military, according to two people familiar with the negotiations.
"We want a just peace that respects everyone's sovereignty, a durable peace that cannot be challenged by future aggression," French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot said Thursday. "But peace cannot be capitulation. We do not want the capitulation of Ukraine."
He repeated European calls for an agreement to start with a ceasefire along the current line of contact, so that negotiations on territory and security guarantees can follow.

French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot, center, talks with Dutch Foreign Minister David van Weel, right, and Romanian Foreign Minister Oana Toiu as they arrive for an E.U. meeting in Brussels on Thursday. (Geert Vanden Wijngaert/AP)


"We commend peace efforts but Europe is the main supporter of Ukraine, and it is of course Europe's security at stake, so we expect to be consulted," Polish Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski told reporters.
Ukraine should not face restrictions on its military, Sikorski said, calling for Russia's "aggressive potential" to be restricted instead. But asked if any European officials were included in drafting the U.S. plan, he said, "Not to my knowledge."
News of the revised peace proposal follows a secretive meeting in Miami this past weekend between Witkoff and Zelensky's top advisers, according to people familiar with the situation, who like others spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the negotiations.
One of the people familiar with the situation said the plan involved conditions long pushed by Moscow that were unacceptable to Zelensky.
The proposal calls for reducing the size of Ukraine's armed forces by more than half, forcing Kyiv to cede all of the heavily fortified Donetsk region to Russia -- which Moscow has not been able to capture entirely in the course of the war -- as well as banning Ukraine's use of long-range weapons. It also ruled out the presence of foreign troops, which Kyiv's European backers have offered to send to deter Russia from attacking again, according to another person familiar with the proposal.
It further involves recognizing Russia's control of the territory it has illegally seized.
Kyiv has long feared any such arrangement, as it would give Moscow an upper hand territorially and militarily to eventually launch a new invasion.
Throughout negotiations this year, Kyiv has remained adamant that it will not cede land to Russia that it has not already seized militarily. Ukraine has instead proposed a ceasefire that pauses the war at its current front lines.
Even in that scenario, Ukraine has never suggested it would formally recognize its sovereign territory seized by Russia as Russian.
Kyiv has also insisted that its own military is its strongest security guarantee, and allowing Moscow to dictate the size of its military would be seen by Ukrainians as a betrayal of the country's independence.
Zelensky's European allies have repeatedly tried to sway the Trump administration away from terms they see as favorable to Russia, rejecting limits on their effort to beef up the Ukrainian armed forces.
"Russia is not offering a diplomatic settlement; it is offering Ukraine unconditional capitulation," Podolyak, the Ukrainian presidential adviser, said on X, while a senior lawmaker, Iryna Gerashchenko, described the leaked plan as an attempt to test whether Ukraine is ready "for submission."
Zelensky has been weakened in recent  weeks by a major corruption scandal that has ensnared several of his close associates, and which -- coupled with the exhausting pace of Russian military strikes and slow advances on the ground -- could leave the Ukrainian leader with diminishing options as U.S. officials exert greater pressure on him to accept a deal to end the war.

Ukrainian rescuers work at the site of a deadly Russian strike on a high-rise residential building in Ternopil, western Ukraine, on Thursday. (Maxym Marusenko/EPA/Shutterstock)


But analysts said the darkening outlook could act to strengthen Zelensky's refusal to make concessions. "Domestic political challenges from the corruption case are unlikely to make Zelensky more amenable to Russian demands, as the public and military would strongly object, creating bigger problems for him, " said Mujtaba Rahman, managing director for Europe at the Eurasia Group consultancy.
The European Union's foreign policy chief, Kaja Kallas, said the bloc's 27 foreign ministers broached news of the U.S. plan at a meeting in Brussels on Thursday.
Some ministers said they learned of the proposal's details only in media reports, even though European nations have become Ukraine's chief providers of financial and military aid since the Trump administration scaled back U.S. support.
"We have seen this before," Kallas told reporters Thursday. "Different peace plans cannot work if Ukrainians and Europeans do not agree to this," she said, adding that they hadn't seen "any concession from the Russian side."
One of the people familiar with the negotiations said that the previous expectation had been that the U.S. administration would pressure Russia into negotiations  in the spring, to give time for tough new U.S. sanctions imposed on Russia to bite deeper into its budget revenue, rather than during the winter when Russia has the upper hand militarily.
"Ukraine will survive this winter," said a Ukrainian official, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters. The new sanctions represent "only the beginning of the economic pressure on Russia. There is no need to rush."
The most important element of any peace agreement are security guarantees to safeguard Ukraine's sovereignty, the official said. "The main issue is what kind of solid credible security guarantees Ukraine will get to be certain that Russia is not going to invade again," the official said. "There is no space for discussing any limitation of the Ukrainian armed forces."
"The president couldn't sign this paper without any guarantees because it wouldn't be accepted by even his own [lawmakers]. It's unacceptable. It's a bad deal," the official added.
Francis reported from Brussels, Lamothe from Washington and O'Grady from Kyiv. Beatriz Rios in Brussels and Kostiantyn Khudov in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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Middle East conflict
Israeli strikes kill at least 32 people in Gaza despite ceasefire
The deaths added to a growing toll of Palestinian casualties since a U.S.-backed ceasefire in Gaza went into effect last month.

An injured Palestinian child receives treatment following an Israeli airstrike, according to medics, at al-Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza City on Wednesday. (Dawoud Abu Alkas/Reuters)


By Hazem  Balousha, Abbie Cheeseman | 2025-11-20
The death toll from a wave of air and artillery strikes that Israel launched across Gaza on Wednesday rose to 32 on Thursday, according to local health officials, including 12 children and eight women. The strikes came after the Israeli military said "several terrorists" had "opened fire toward the area" where troops were operating in Khan Younis, in the enclave's south.
No soldiers were injured, according to the Israel Defense Forces, which described the incident as a violation of the ceasefire agreement Israel struck with Hamas. "In response, the IDF began striking Hamas terrorist targets across the Gaza Strip," the military said in a statement.
Hamas denied that its fighters opened fire on Israeli troops, described the deaths as a "horrific massacre" and called on the United States to force Israel to "respect the ceasefire."
The strikes targeted at least two locations in Khan Younis, including a United Nations facility and the Mawasi area where thousands of displaced families still live in tents. They also hit neighborhoods farther north in Gaza City, with one raid killing 13 people, including three women and six children, in the area of Zeitoun, rescue workers said.
The deaths added to a growing toll of Palestinian casualties since a U.S.-backed ceasefire went into effect on Oct. 10, following two years of war. The Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants, said Israeli fire had killed 312  people over the past 40 days.
Most of them were killed in strikes Israel said were in response to attacks by militants in Gaza, while others have been shot or fired on while straying too close to Israeli positions. In total, at least 69,500 people have been killed in Israel's military campaign, a war that was launched in response to the Hamas attacks on Oct. 7, 2023. That assault killed around 1,200 people and saw some 250 others taken back to Gaza as hostages.
Now, Israeli troops have withdrawn to the eastern half of Gaza, where they maintain positions along the "yellow line," which divides the territory in two.
As the dead and wounded poured into the hospitals Wednesday night local time, Mahmoud Basal, a spokesman for Gaza's civil defense force, was shown in a video crouching next to the bodies of three children in the courtyard of one of the facilities.
He then lifted the lifeless body of a girl, wearing pigtails, pink sweatpants and a red sweater. "When will the killing of our children end?" he said. "They want to sleep in their mother's arms but instead they are dead."
Wednesday's violence marked the third time in the six weeks since the U.S.-brokered truce came into effect that Israel has launched waves of heavy airstrikes in response to its troops coming under fire. The last, three weeks ago, killed at least 46 children, according to the Gaza Health Ministry.
"This cruel war keeps hitting us without mercy. Grief follows us with every Israeli attack, every violation," said Nawraz Abu Libdeh, who works for Medical Aid for Palestinians. "My brother-in-law and his three children were among the victims of this brutal assault. Fadi, Siba, Abboud and Mohammed -- four innocent souls."
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Africa
Inside a thriving Chinatown neighborhood in the heart of West Africa
Chinese migrants have created a lively community in the Malian capital of Bamako but the advance of Islamist militants has them questioning their futures.

(Carmen Yasmine Abd Ali/FTWP)


By Rachel Chason | 2025-11-20
BAMAKO, Mali -- Drive through downtown in this West African capital, past traditional markets and mosques, and you arrive, unexpectedly, in a neighborhood with bubble tea shops and Chinese boutiques, where virtually every sign is in Mandarin.
In the mornings, radishes, spring onions and Chinese cabbage fly off the stalls of a husband-and-wife vegetable stand. At lunch, another couple from China prepares spicy beef stew and stir-fried snails at a restaurant across the street. As the sun sets, Chinese workers and business owners take evening strolls on the promenade that runs along the Niger River.
Chinese expats have long gravitated to this part of the Malian capital, also home to Western embassies and nonprofit headquarters, but their presence has become more visible in recent years, transforming the neighborhood into a Chinatown of sorts, according to business owners, residents and Western diplomats.

People eat lunch in Jin Jin's restaurant in Bamako on Oct. 14. 



Jin Jin, 36, runs a Chinese restaurant in Bamako with her husband while raising money to educate their two children, ages 12 and 16, who remain in China with their grandparents. She moved to Africa chasing what she calls "the dream to get rich and return." 


It is emblematic, experts say, of how Chinese communities in Africa exist -- and often thrive -- independent of the government in Beijing and state-backed enterprises. They are born of commercial desire and individual motivation, said Deborah Brautigam, director of the China-Africa Research Initiative at the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies. Often, they operate in boom-and-bust cycles, she added, rapidly expanding or contracting based on the political and economic realities in China and their host countries.
Mali's Chinatown has been in a period of growth, according to dozens of interviews with migrants last month, but is now at an inflection point as Islamist militants threaten the capital.
"Everything is possible here," said Yi Zhi Qiang, a muscular man who wiped sweat from his brow one morning as he took a break from filling vegetable orders received on WeChat, the popular Chinese social networking app. He and his wife arrived from Guangxi province, near the border with Vietnam, in 2018, he explained, encouraged by former neighbors who had settled in Bamako. "If I didn't have the courage to live in Mali," he said, "how would I have money?"

In Bamako's bustling Chinese quarter, a stand selling produce imported from China operated by Yi Zhi Qiang and his wife has become a hub of early-morning activity. 



Chinese snacks in a boutique in Bamako owned by Zhu Jan, who opened the store three years ago after coming to Mali for work. 


In recent months, however, this landlocked nation -- long racked by violent insurgencies -- has entered a new and dangerous chapter. Al-Qaeda-affiliated militants have encircled Bamako and attacked fuel trucks across the country in a bid to bring the military government to its knees.
On the street outside Yi's shop was a long line of motorists waiting for gas, which has become so scarce that schools have been shuttered for weeks. Asked whether he would stay, Yi looked down, explaining in a combination of Mandarin and French -- Mali's official working language -- that he was not sure.
"Mali in this time," he said, shaking his head, "is not doing well."

Bamako's Cite du Niger, once a quarter filled with Western diplomats, has transformed into "Little China" with an influx of Chinese immigrants seeking business opportunities across Africa. 


Formal data on Chinese migrants in Africa is difficult to come by, experts say. But their numbers probably peaked around 2015 and are now believed to sit between 500,0000 and 700,000 continent-wide, according to Eric Olander, the editor in chief of the China-Global South Project, an independent media initiative.
As insecurity has deepened in Mali in recent years -- driven not just by Islamist militants but also by violent crackdowns carried out by the military and Russian mercenaries -- the presence of state-backed Chinese companies has shrunk, Olander said, with authorities in Beijing increasingly averse to risk.
But the informal Chinese presence has grown, according to Western diplomats in Bamako, as well as Chinese and Malian residents, evident in the restaurants and shops in the Cite du Niger neighborhood.
Oge Onubogu, director of the Africa Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, said China's economic ties with Mali are among its deepest in Africa, dating back to the 1970s, creating a pathway for its citizens to strike out on their own here.
"They want to find their place in the local economy," she said. "It's clear there's a drive to engage."
Five years ago, when Mali's military staged a coup and cut ties with France, some European businesses closed up shop and Chinese entrepreneurs filled the gap, said a Malian hair dresser, speaking on the condition of anonymity for fear of government reprisals.
The salon he manages was empty on a recent day, but business was booming at the Chinese-owned one around the corner, where a recently arrived hairdresser in a "Hustle for Muscle" shirt gave rapid-fire cuts.

Tony Tu, 39, gets a haircut in a Chinese-owned spa and salon in Bamako last month. 



A worker in the massage room of the Chinese spa and salon in Bamako. 


In the chair was 39-year-old Tony Tu, a solar panel vendor who said he'd always been able to make a good living, benefiting in part from the country's chronic electricity shortages. The number of Chinese expats in Mali had exploded since he arrived eight years ago -- "too many to even count," he said with a laugh.
"The reason," said Yuhua Wang, 50, as he tallied the morning's sales at his modest produce stand nearby, is "always money."

Xiao Qi, left, a Chinese-Vietnamese woman who arrived in Bamako a year ago, in her clothes shop in Cite du Niger. 


Beijing is pushing to expand its soft power across Africa and other parts of the Global South, said Yun Sun, director of the China Program at the Stimson Center. But in Mali, she said, the push is coming from the ground up.
"Chinese follow Chinese," she said. "Things like Chinese restaurants appear when people know there is a market."
An Qun, the self-described "queen of tea" in Bamako, described the market in Mali as similar to China before it began to open its economy in the 1970s. And there was always opportunity here for those who sought it out.

An Qun, from Liuzhou, China, serves regulars at her tea shop in Bamako on Oct. 14. 



A customer talks to family in China from the tea shop. 


"In China, trying to open a tea shop was like feeding a belly that was already full," she said, standing in her shop. "Here, I knew I could be one of the great tea sellers."
On a good day in Bamako, she added, she can make what would take her a month to earn back home.

People run along the Niger River at sunset in Bamako last month. 


But no one is blind to the growing dangers, or the precarity of life in Mali.
Chinese informal migrants typically operate "on the fringe and without rules," said Olander, sometimes arriving on tourist visas and then overstaying -- or finding local networks of Chinese businesspeople who have a system for bribing local officials to get the paperwork and permits needed to live and work.
Often, he said, they are a headache for the local Chinese embassy, where the attitude can be summed up as: "You went to this part of the world. Now you're on your own."
As he walked along the Niger River at sunset, Liang Qiao, 44, explained the draw and the downside of his new adventure.
Liang, who arrived just a few months ago, is a prospector for a Chinese mining company. "You can find gold anywhere," he said.

Liang Qiao, a 44-year-old from Nanning, arrived in Mali just months ago to work in gold mining research. 


But his colleagues have warned him about the risks posed by armed groups. So he tried to limit his movements, he said.
In the tea shop, a group of men traded cautionary tales: One had been stopped by masked men who took his money. Another said he was too scared to leave Bamako. An Qun, the tea-shop owner, said she had friends who were kidnapped by militants while working as miners. The assailants demanded ransom not from China's government, she said, but from the local Chinese community.
"Mali is no longer safe because of the terrorists," she said. "We are all scared."
Back in the hair salon, Tony Tu pulled up pictures of rivers and forests in his native province. For the first time in eight years, he has started to think seriously about returning to China.
"I am afraid," he said, "and I want to go home."
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Europe
Albania is fighting corruption. The accused are fighting back. 
To join the E.U., candidate countries such as Albania are prosecuting once-powerful politicians, showing that no one is above the law. Defendants see a witch hunt. 

Erion Veliaj, right, the mayor of Tirana, Albania, is escorted out of his office during his arrest on suspicion of corruption and money laundering on Feb. 10. (AFP/Getty Images)


By William Booth, Fjori Sinoruka | 2025-11-20
In a handwritten note, the democratically elected mayor of the capital of Albania confessed that it is hard to do his job: He has been locked in a prison cell for the past nine months.
Erion Veliaj was -- and perhaps still is -- a powerful politician in Albania's ruling Socialist Party. As a former social activist and the popular mayor of Tirana, he might have followed his predecessors to become prime minister or president. Instead, his future is cloudy, to say the least.
Veliaj, 45, was arrested in February and charged in July with corruption, money laundering and concealment of wealth. Now, he is reduced to communicating with his supporters through letters ferried by his family. But he is not without resources. He also has a team of PR consultants and lawyers in London and Washington.
The thrice-elected mayor is one of several top officials in Albania and neighboring countries who are being pursued by aggressive new prosecutors, part of an ambitious attempt to reform the justice systems in countries seeking to join the European Union.
The wild ride in Albania shows the challenges. Veliaj remains mayor. He also remains in jail awaiting trial. An election to replace him was canceled by the Constitutional Court.
On one level, the muscular prosecution of sitting politicians demonstrates that no one is above the law, in a country notorious for organized crime and shady dealings. But to defendants like the Tirana mayor, the special prosecutors are an "unelected, untouchable" force, he said, with "unchecked and unaccountable powers" -- a "Balkan Frankenstein."
In a letter to his supporters, he compared the investigation into his affairs to a colonoscopy and asked: "What drug lord has been subjected to this? Which serial killer has seen their entire family and network dragged into an investigation?"
Asked if he can perform his official duties, Veliaj replied, "barely." Asked why he was detained and not free on bail while awaiting trial, one of his legal advisers confirmed that prosecutors view him as a flight risk.
"I mostly read and write in my cell, no internet, no computer to read my case, limited phone calls to wife and mother," Veliaj wrote in answer to questions from The Washington Post, passed along by his brother. Veliaj said that prosecutors have denied his requests to meet with municipal officials, as well as with international counsel. He denies any wrongdoing. "These charges are a complete joke," he wrote.

People in Tirana's Skanderbeg Square on Sunday. (Peter Cziborra/Reuters)


As the E.U. works to bring more countries into the 27-nation bloc, Albania has emerged as a top candidate, alongside little Montenegro, which is probably the furthest along and could be admitted as early as 2028. The last country to join was Croatia in 2013.
Also in negotiations for membership: North Macedonia, Moldova, Bosnia, war-torn Ukraine, currently under martial law, and Serbia.
Turkey's bid is essentially frozen because of democratic backsliding under President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Talks with Georgia are at a similar standstill.
To get into the club, countries must achieve E.U. standards of government competence, transparency, and fairness, and must prove to Brussels that they run clean elections, protect human rights and prosecute corruption. Public corruption remains a huge challenge.
The candidate nations often complain of hypocrisy, noting that founding E.U. countries like France are hardly immune from public graft and often take a laissez-faire approach.
While Ukraine dominates headlines, the other candidate countries are struggling to fight high crimes in high office. Moldova recently introduced new protections for whistleblowers. North Macedonia has new transparency rules to let citizens scrutinize who serves on government committees.
With the help and backing of the United States and E.U., Albania created an independent body responsible for investigating and prosecuting high-level corruption, organized crime and terrorism, known as the Special Prosecution Against Corruption and Organized Crime court, or SPAK, which became operational in 2019.
The special prosecutors have gone after some of the country's most powerful figures, including Deputy Prime Minister Belinda Balluku, indicted earlier this month for allegedly helping rig a multimillion-dollar tender for the construction of the Llogara Tunnel, an expensive infrastructure project.
Balluku serves beside the country's longtime and colorful prime minister, the artist Edi Rama, who is pushing the E.U. to allow Albania into the fold.
"Before people thought Albania was this [hell]hole in the middle of Europe, now they see it's part of the European mosaic," Rama said in a television interview with Euronews in Brussels. "Do we have problems with organized crime? Yes, but who doesn't?"
"Look at this city," he said, referring to the E.U. capital. "That's another example. But there are also great things."
Balluku continues to serve in office. She says she trusts the justice system. She is not the only big fish in the net.

Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama kneels as he shakes hands with European Commissioner for Enlargement Marta Kos during an E.U.-Albania conference in Brussels on Monday. (Olivier Hoslet/EPA/Shutterstock)


In May, the SPAK prosecutors indicted Ilir Meta, a former president and prime minister, on corruption, money laundering and tax evasion charges -- in deals involving a luxury villa and Beyonce tickets. Meta denies the charges and blasted the prosecution, calling his arrest an "abduction" by a "dictatorial regime."
Then there's Sali Berisha, 81, a former prime minister and president and leader of the opposition Democratic Party, who was put under house arrest and then charged in September 2024 by SPAK with "passive corruption" -- for allegedly helping his son-in-law benefit from the privatization of land expropriated during the Communist era. Berisha denies wrongdoing and called his prosecution politically motivated.
Mayor Veliaj, who sits in a prison cell 35 miles from his office at city hall, is accused of running a complex scheme involving bribes and money laundering through a network of NGOs and companies controlled by family.
In September, the Tirana City Council sought to oust Veliaj from office, saying he had been unable to perform his duties because he was behind bars.
An election was set for early November. Candidates stepped forward, including the satirist Florjan Binaj, one of the country's best-known TV actors, famous for wicked impersonations of Rama, the prime minister. Binaj told The Washington Post that he was running to improve quality of life for ordinary citizens.
Veliaj fought to keep his job and, in a surprise ruling earlier this month, the Constitutional Court overturned the Tirana City Council's decision, reinstated him as mayor and halted the planned elections.
Veliaj's legal team hailed this as a pivotal moment for democracy in Albania, reaffirming the constitutional principle that an elected official's mandate cannot be terminated without due process.
Celia Marr, one of Veliaj's legal advisers in London, said he should be released to return to his official duties while fighting the charges in court. "He is very keen to return to full active duties as mayor," Marr said.
Appearing before the Constitutional Court last month, Veliaj said: "You can imprison a person, but not their truth. And the truth is that my absence has not been a choice, but a consequence of an isolation imposed by the state, through a disproportionate decision ... which deprived me not only of my freedom, but also of my city, before any guilt was proven."
Asked by The Post if it wouldn't be better to resign and fight his criminal case, Veliaj said no. "That would set a standard where every official can be targeted by phony charges and betray the trust of voters to serve and deliver," he said.
Lutfi Dervishi, a political analyst in Albania, said "the city is in limbo" but that the E.U. was likely to look past the chaos and see that the justice system is functioning. Prosecuting top politicians shows "the end of impunity, the touching of the once untouchables," Dervishi said, just as the ruling by the Constitutional Court shows respect for the rights of the accused.
Afrim Krasniqi, head of the Albanian Institute for Political Studies, said that the special prosecution court "is the only clearly visible achievement of the reforms in Albania in relation to the E.U. integration process, and at the same time one of the few institutions not under political or governmental influence."
Krasniqi said that although it is an instrument created by the United States and the E.U., "SPAK is also the most trusted Albanian institution among the public, far more than the parliament, the government, political parties, or the judicial system as a whole."
"For the first time in our history," he said, "the highest-ranking officials are under investigation or indictment for corruption, an indicator both of the high level of corruption and of SPAK's courage to enforce accountability through the law."
Sinoruka reported from Tirana.
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Asia
Deadly bear attacks set Japan on edge, prompt military action
A record 13 people have been killed by bears so far this year. Canada, the U.S. and several other nations have issued warnings for citizens traveling in Japan.

Visitors take photos Saturday next to a sign warning about bears in Shirakawa village, a popular tourist spot and UNESCO World Heritage site in Gifu prefecture, Japan. (Issei Kato/Reuters)


By Andrew Jeong | 2025-11-20

Bear encounters surged across Japan in 2025, prompting officials to deploy troops and authorize police officers to shoot the animals.


The bears are in the streets. They are on the sidewalks of rural roads. They are on airport runways. And they are attacking humans in record numbers, according to a flurry of warnings from the Japanese government.
Bears in Japan have killed at least 13 people and injured more than 180 this year, prompting foreign governments to issue warnings and Japanese officials to deploy troops and authorize police officers to shoot the animals.
This year's fatalities mark the highest number of deaths in a single year since at least 1980. The previous record deaths from bear attacks was six in 2023, according to government tallies.
"A woman tending to her garden and a man getting into his car were attacked in Akita prefecture," the Asahi Shimbun said in an editorial last month. "In Gunma prefecture, a bear entered a supermarket ... and in Iwate prefecture, a man was killed while cleaning an open-air onsen."
A declining human population in rural areas, combined with a growing bear population and a poor harvest of a key food source this year, is likely behind the increase in bear attacks, experts say.
The unusual spike in bear attacks prompted the U.S. State Department to issue a rare warning for Americans in Japan. Last week, it asked U.S. citizens in the country to be bear aware.
"Bear sightings and attacks have increased in parts of Japan, especially in municipalities close to or adjacent to populated zones," the U.S. Embassy in Japan said in the wildlife alert issued Nov. 12.
Authorities closed a park in the northern city of Sapporo over bear activity, and the animals have been spotted in other residential areas in Hokkaido and Akita prefectures, the embassy said.

Bear bells are for sale at a souvenir shop at Shirakawa on Saturday. (Issei Kato/Reuters)


The governments of Canada, China, the Philippines, South Korea and the United Kingdom have issued similar warnings to their citizens, asking them to watch out for bears when traveling in Japan.
Japan's declining population -- especially in rural areas -- has led to a doubling of the range of bear habitats, said Shinsuke Koike, a professor at Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology, who studies Asiatic black bears. As human populations decline, bears venture out into wider swaths of territory, closer to human settlements, according to Koike.
"Bears living in such conditions have likely become less wary of humans," he said in an email.
The three prefectures with the highest number of bear attacks this year, up until October -- Iwate, Akita and Fukushima -- saw their populations decline faster than the rest of Japan from 2020 to 2024.
Another reason behind this year's increase is that there has been a poor acorn harvest in northern Japan, where bears are common, he said. This changes bear behavior, "causing them to move around a wider area. Bears that may already be less wary of humans may be ... attracted by unharvested persimmons and chestnuts in human settlements," Koike said.

Members of the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force and others set up a box trap Nov. 5 to capture bears in Kazuno, Akita prefecture. (Muneyoshi Someya/AP)



A drone equipped with firecrackers and loudspeakers emitting the sounds of barking dogs is deployed Friday to try to stop bears from ransacking apple and peach orchards in Hida, Gifu prefecture. (Issei Kato/Reuters)


Japan, which has a land mass roughly the size of Montana, has a dense bear population, which the government says is likely growing.
Japanese officials say the country has about 12,000 brown bears, which are related to the North American grizzly bear and can reach a height of 6 feet 6 inches and weigh up to 880 pounds. It also has 42,000 Asiatic black bears, which can grow up to 4 feet 3 inches in height and weigh up to 286 pounds, officials say. Montana, by comparison, has a few thousand grizzlies and 13,000 black bears, state estimates show.
But the bear population is highly skewed. In some parts of Japan, such as Shikoku, one of Japan's four main islands, "only 20-30 [black bears] remain," Koike said. "They are on the verge of extinction."
Japanese authorities have plans to implement a pan-government plan aimed at reducing the bear population and segregating bears from human settlements.
Authorities have already deployed troops to Akita prefecture, one of the most heavily hit localities in northern Honshu, Japan's most populous main island, after local officials there requested a military presence in their region last month. A small contingent of 15 army soldiers has since been assisting hunters in setting up box traps, according to local news media.
Across Japan, police officers will be authorized to shoot bears, while more cage traps and electric fences will be set up near human population centers. In Gifu prefecture, authorities have prepared drones that can emit dog-barking noises.
"Everyone is probably tired from the constant state of danger," one woman in Japan said, according to Japan's Asahi Television. "It might be worse than the coronavirus [pandemic]."
Jintak Han in Seoul contributed to this report.
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National Security
U.S. pushes new Ukraine peace plan as Trump's Army secretary visits Kyiv
The administration is renewing efforts to end the war, pitching a revised ceasefire proposal and giving a top military official an unusual diplomatic assignment.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky at the White House last month. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Adam Taylor, John Hudson, Catherine Belton, Dan Lamothe | 2025-11-20
The Trump administration is renewing efforts to end the war in Ukraine, with special envoy Steve Witkoff quietly pushing a revised peace plan that contains some provisions opposed by Kyiv and top U.S. military officials undertaking an unusual diplomatic assignment in the Ukrainian capital, according to people familiar with the developments.
Army Secretary Dan Driscoll, who is leading the delegation, is the most senior Pentagon official known to have visited the war-ravaged country since President Donald Trump's return to the White House this year. His arrival in Kyiv on Wednesday follows a secretive meeting in Miami this past weekend between Witkoff and top advisers to Ukraine's president, Volodymyr Zelensky, the people said, speaking like others on the condition of anonymity to discuss the negotiations.
A breakthrough appears unlikely, however. One person familiar with Witkoff's efforts said the administration's latest proposal includes several concessions that Zelensky will find difficult to approve, including a significant loss of territory and strict limits on Ukraine's military.
At the same time, Zelensky has been weakened by a major corruption scandal that has ensnared several of his close associates, which -- coupled with the exhausting pace of Russian military strikes -- could leave the Ukrainian leader with few good options as U.S. officials exert greater pressure on him to accept a deal to end the war.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio eventually commented on the plan Wednesday evening, suggesting a great deal more debate lay ahead. "Ending a complex and deadly war such as the one in Ukraine requires an extensive exchange of serious and realistic ideas" and that achieving "a durable peace will require both sides to agree to difficult but necessary concessions," he wrote on X.
It was not immediately clear whether, or how, Driscoll's trip may be aligned with Witkoff's negotiations. A senior administration official said the Army secretary, who is traveling with two top U.S. generals, will relay his findings to the White House.
Spokespeople for the White House, Ukraine's presidential office and the Ukrainian Embassy in Washington did not respond to requests for comment on the developments. Spokespeople for the State Department did not respond when asked about Witkoff's proposal.
A U.S. defense official said that, in Ukraine, Driscoll will explore "efforts to end the war." The official characterized the trip as a "fact-finding mission" but declined to say who within the Ukrainian government the American delegation would be meeting or what the content of those gatherings would be.
The latest push for a ceasefire follows Trump's inconclusive summit with Russian President Vladimir Putin over the summer. The administration's effort to continue those talks with a second bilateral meeting, which was to be held in Budapest, collapsed under what U.S. officials said were Putin's unrealistic, maximalist demands.
The plan pushed by Witkoff this past weekend included a number of proposals Zelensky's government determined were unworkable, including reducing the size of Ukraine's army by half and ceding territory in Luhansk and Donetsk not currently held by Russia, according to a person familiar with the matter. It would represent "a complete capitulation of Ukraine, and Zelensky is not willing to agree to that," that person said.

Steve Witkoff speaks with Fox News host Bret Baier during an event this month in Miami. (Marco Bello/Reuters)


It was unclear whether Witkoff's plan contained elements other than those already rejected by Ukraine.
Having threatened early in the summer to impose new sanctions against Russia if it did not agree to a ceasefire, Trump instead held the August summit in Alaska with Putin. European diplomats briefed by Trump after the meeting said Putin demanded that he be granted all of Donbas, borderland that encompasses Luhansk and Donetsk. Four days after the Alaska meeting, Zelensky said after talking with Trump that full occupation of Donbas was a nonstarter.
Asked by reporters late last month if he had demanded Ukraine cede Donbas, Trump said: "We think what they should do is just stop where the battle line is right now. ... I think 78 percent of the land is already taken by Russia. Leave it the way it is right now. They can negotiate something later on down the line."
Days later, Trump said he was unhappy with Putin and imposed new sanctions on two of Russia's largest oil companies, Rosneft and Lukoil. On Sunday, Trump said that pending Senate legislation that would levy secondary sanctions on Russia's trading partners was "okay with me."
Trump, whose habit of showing deference to the Russian leader has faced biting criticism throughout much of Europe and in Washington, acknowledged Wednesday that what he once thought would be an "easy" conflict to settle had in fact proved quite challenging. He appeared to fault the Kremlin for that. "I'm a little disappointed in President Putin right now," Trump said.
In Kyiv, meanwhile, a major corruption scandal has engulfed Zelensky's government, which could put pressure on him to resign or accept a ceasefire settlement that most Ukrainians would find unacceptable. The corruption scandal focuses on a multimillion-dollar kickback scheme that has implicated close allies of the president -- including his top national security adviser, Rustem Umerov, who was among the officials who met with Witkoff in Miami, people familiar with the matter said.
A spokesman at Ukraine's presidential office did not immediately respond to a request for comment about Umerov.
Zelensky was in Ankara on Wednesday for a meeting with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to discuss peace efforts. Tatiana Stanovaya, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center, said it appears that the trip may have come as a result of the intensifying pressure he faces over the corruption investigations. "There is a question," she said, "about whether this would have happened if there hadn't been this scandal."
Kyiv is expected soon to lose a key ally in Washington. Keith Kellogg, the retired three-star general whom Trump made a special envoy for Ukraine and Russia, is expected to leave the administration in coming months, according to people familiar with the matter. Kellogg has told officials he feels cut out of the policy process, according to a person who has worked directly with him.
His departure, reported earlier by Reuters, would mark a significant blow for Ukraine, as he has been one of Kyiv's most effective advocates within the administration. Though Kellogg has been frustrated with his ability to steer U.S. policy, he has also been able to get face time with Trump from time to time, a rare asset for Republicans who support Ukraine.

Army Secretary Dan Driscoll meets with soldiers at Fort Stewart in Georgia in August. (Hyosub Shin /AP)


The scope and significance of Driscoll's visit to Ukraine is unclear. He is traveling with Gen. Randy George, the Army's chief of staff, and Gen. Christopher Donahue, the service's top general in Europe, the U.S. defense official said.
The 38-year-old Army veteran is a personal friend and former Yale classmate of Vice President JD Vance. He is seen as a rising star in the Trump administration.
As secretary, he has focused on attempting to supercharge the Army for 21st-century warfare, paying particular attention to the proliferation of drones in the Ukraine conflict, along with advancements in artificial intelligence and other nascent technology.
Driscoll has aligned himself with senior Army officers as he attempts to remake the service, and he has occasionally come under attack politically from elements of the far right, including the influential activist Laura Loomer, who complained he has not done enough to align himself with Trump. He has survived the turmoil, in part because of the trust he has built with Vance and others close to the vice president, people familiar with the matter said.
Administration officials in recent weeks had offered little sign of activity in the Ukraine talks, with Rubio telling reporters in recent days that the United States had come to the conclusion that Russia did not really want peace. "They've made a demand that Ukraine can't agree to and so that's sort of where we are at this point," he said last week.
Russian officials had offered similar assessments. Asked about earlier media reports on the negotiations published by Axios and Politico, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters that "so far there's nothing to add to what was discussed in Anchorage."
Kirill Dmitriev, head of Russia's sovereign wealth fund and a key interlocutor for the Kremlin, voiced an optimistic tone on social media, however, sharing reports about his own talks with Witkoff last month. Dmitriev did not respond to a request for comment.
Belton reported from London. Siobhan O'Grady in Kyiv and Karen DeYoung, Natalie Allison, Michael Birnbaum, Tara Copp and Alex Horton in Washington contributed to this report.
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Middle East conflict
Israeli figures warn state has 'lost control' as West Bank settlers attack
A former general and an Israeli opposition leader both blamed the government for helping foster what they described as "Jewish terrorism." 

Wafa Abu Subhieh, 31, holds her 14-month-old son, Rezik, by one of the windows broken by settlers who attacked her home in the West Bank village of Jaba, on Tuesday. (Photos by Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post) 


By Heidi Levine, Louisa Loveluck, Lior Soroka | 2025-11-19
JABA, West Bank -- Israeli political and military leaders are scrambling to contain a recent wave of settler attacks across the West Bank, warning against further violence targeting Palestinian communities as vigilantes have rampaged through villages, beating local residents, torching a mosque, and assaulting and injuring Israeli security forces who helped demolish an illegal outpost this week near the flash point city of Hebron.
The attacks, carried out by roving gangs of masked men and boys, have underscored the extent to which the Israeli government has allowed Jewish settlers to operate with impunity in the occupied territory. They have also exposed a deep rift between the most radical Israeli settlers, who believe they have a divine right to the land, and parts of the traditional security establishment, which sees the violence as destabilizing and undermining the state.
In recent days, senior Israeli officials, including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, President Isaac Herzog and Defense Minister Israel Katz, have condemned what they described as violent incidents perpetrated by a small group of extremists. Herzog called the violence "shocking and serious" and said it "crosses a red line." And Katz, who last year ended administrative detention for Jewish settlers suspected of attacks, pledged more money and resources Monday for a Defense Ministry initiative he said seeks to reduce the attacks through dialogue.
But current and former members of Israel's political and security elite have also urgently raised the alarm -- and instead blamed the government for enacting policies they said either encouraged settler violence or allowed it to flourish.
"Israel is reaping what it sowed: the entire racist policy of pushing and harming the Palestinians, while giving Jewish terrorism complete freedom of action," said Israel Ziv, a retired general who served as head of the operations directorate of the Israel Defense Forces. "Through explicit policies on one hand and silence on the other -- refusing to condemn, refusing to act -- the state has lost control," he said.
Netanyahu's government has lent significant support to the expansion of Jewish settlements in the West Bank, taking dramatic steps to ensure that it retains control over most of the territory, which Israel seized from Jordan during the 1967 war.
While approving housing and other infrastructure projects for Israeli settlements at a record rate, the government has also increased demolition of Palestinian property while deprioritizing investigations into attacks on Palestinians, according to rights groups monitoring the trends. Settlers have also expelled Palestinians from villages, according to the United Nations, in an effort to thwart the creation of a Palestinian state.
In an interview Tuesday with Israel's Channel 14, Bezalel Smotrich, the country's far-right finance minister, acknowledged the violence but said the attacks were being used to "defame" Israel and the settler movement.
"There is no place for violence, for taking the law into one's own hands, certainly not for throwing stones at soldiers," he said. "This is not how you build the Land of Israel."
He added, "We are killing the idea of a Palestinian state -- day by day, hour by hour -- with more than a hundred farms that already span over 700,000 dunams," or 173,000 acres.

Ahmad Salman, 32, the imam of the Haja Hamida Mosque, stands in a destroyed room on Thursday following an overnight attack by Jewish settlers in the Palestinian village of Deir Istiya. 



Salman holds burned pages of a Quran that was damaged in an overnight attack. 


As the government has tightened its grip on the West Bank, the number of attacks by Israeli settlers or soldiers on Palestinian farming communities in 2025 has surpassed any year on record since the U.N. began counting in 2006. The annual olive harvest, which is now drawing to a close, saw gangs of Jewish extremists burning cars, looting farming equipment, and vandalizing more than 5,700 trees and saplings cultivated by Palestinians across 87 towns and villages.
On Thursday, settlers torched and vandalized a mosque in the West Bank village of Deir Istiya, about five miles northwest of the Ariel settlement. They scrawled a message to the head of the army's central command before they left. "We are not afraid, we will come back, Avi Bluth," the graffiti said.
In the southern West Bank on Monday, a rare move from the army to dismantle an illegal outpost of a larger settlement sparked clashes with security forces, local media reported. Within hours, gangs of young men had descended on two nearby Palestinian villages, burning property and beating residents.
Israel's Haaretz newspaper reported that the assault in the village of Umm al-Butm, nestled just below the Tzur Misgavi outpost, began as security forces were still stationed up the hill. One group broke into the home of a 66-year-old woman and beat her with sticks, Haaretz reported.
Then, it was the turn of the Palestinian village of Jaba, southwest of Bethlehem, residents said. Musa Mashaaleh recalled hearing the attackers approaching his house. He watched on security cameras as masked men torched his car and pelted the building with stones, he said.
In total, Mohammad Abu Subhieh, a member of the local council, said the settlers burned four cars and two buildings. "One of them told my niece that they would come back and burn our house," Abu Subhieh said.
One of their graffiti tags read: "A Jew doesn't evict a Jew."
Residents reported that the army arrived at 7 p.m. local time, several hours after the settlers had left. "The army checkpoint is 100 meters away from our village. If the army was concerned with preventing the incident, they would have been able to prevent it," Abu Subhieh said.

A member of the Abu Subhieh family on Tuesday examines a car and bus that were vandalized and burned during a Jewish settler attack on the Palestinian village of Jaba. 



Young Palestinian girls walk past graffiti painted on a home that reads in Hebrew "A Jew doesn't evict a Jew" in the West Bank village of Jaba on Tuesday. 


In a statement Monday night, the IDF said that it was conducting searches to locate "involved individuals."
"These violent incidents divert the attention of commanders and soldiers from their primary mission of defense and counterterrorism," the statement said. The military did not respond to follow-up questions about the violence in Umm al-Butm.
But political observers again pointed to the government's role in fanning the flames. Netanyahu, Israel's longest-serving prime minister, returned to office in December 2022 on the basis of a coalition agreement that promised to "promote and develop settlement in all parts of the Land of Israel," including Judea and Samaria, the biblical name for the West Bank. Smotrich and Itamar Ben Gvir, Israel's minister for national security, have both been key figures in a push to annex the territory.
"They're raising the hornets -- and then suddenly they're frightened of their own creation," said Ziv, the retired general.
Ofer Shelah, a former lawmaker who is now a researcher at the Institute for National Security Studies in Tel Aviv, said that the surge in violence came because the perpetrators "feels the government is on their side."
"Add to that the weakness of the police and of its leadership, and the fact that both the police and Shin Bet have limited tools -- this is what you get," Shelah said, referring to Israel's domestic security agency. "It shouldn't surprise anyone."

Israeli soldiers and authorities at the scene of an attack Tuesday at the Gush Etzion Junction in the West Bank, where a man was killed and three others were wounded, Israeli officials said. Israeli soldiers fatally shot two Palestinian attackers. 



Israeli authorities with the body of one of the two Palestinian attackers Israeli soldiers fatally shot at the scene of the attack at the Gush Etzion Junction on Tuesday. 


Yair Golan, leader of Israel's Democrats party and former deputy military chief of staff, urged the country's leadership to describe the attacks as "Jewish terrorism."
"How else can you describe this? If the same acts had been committed by Palestinians, we would call this Palestinian terrorism," he said in an interview with Kan News, Israel's public broadcaster. "A country that is unable to safeguard itself from terrorists and is unable to uphold the rule of law, sentences itself to extinction."
The outlet reported Tuesday that four settlers detained during the demolition of Tzur Misgavi had been released and that no one was arrested after the violence in Jaba.
On the hill above Umm al-Butm, piles of wood and white plastic marked the spots where the demolished caravans had stood.
Asked about attacks on Palestinian residents just down the slope, Israel Poper, a 30-year old yeshiva student, said an investigation needed to be conducted before the identity of the vigilantes could be known.
"Let's see who it was," he said. "Maybe it was a fight between Arabs. Or if it was Jews, maybe the Arabs went to their houses before."
Hours later, the military said that it had "neutralized two terrorists" at the nearby Gush Etzion Junction in the West Bank, after a ramming and stabbing attack that killed a 71-year-old man and wounded three others. An Israeli security official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak to the media, said the attackers were Palestinian residents of Hebron and the village of Beit Ummar.
"Numerous IDF forces are conducting roadblocks, surrounding villages, and searching the area," the military said in a statement. The Hamas militant group described the attack as "a natural response to the occupation's attempts to eliminate the Palestinian cause and to the escalating aggression."
The attackers' bodies were still lying by the roadside, surrounded by police, as Washington Post reporters passed through the area on Tuesday afternoon. News of the stabbing was circulating on at least one WhatsApp group used by settlers to share developments.
"If everyone feels safe in their own home, then no one will feel they need to take the law into their own hands to feel safe," Poper said of the attacks.
Loveluck reported from London and Soroka from Tel Aviv.
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Americas
Joy as Haitian men's team secures first World Cup berth since 1974
With their Port-au-Prince stadium under gang control, the Grenadiers are playing home games in Curacao. Their French coach hasn't visited Haiti since his appointment.

Soccer enthusiasts celebrate Haiti's qualification for the 2026 World Cup in Port-au-Prince on Tuesday. (Mentor David Lorens/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Widlore Merancourt | 2025-11-19
Tens of thousands of Haitians poured into the streets of Port-au-Prince late Tuesday to celebrate the country's first berth in the men's World Cup in more than 50 years, a rare outburst of public joy in the beleaguered Caribbean nation.
Soccer is Haiti's most popular sport, and Haitians follow the quadrennial tournament avidly, despite limited electricity and intermittent reception. But with little international success, fans typically support South American powers Argentina or Brazil.
The Grenadiers secured their first tournament appearance since 1974 on Tuesday with a 2-0 victory over Nicaragua in Willemstad, Curacao, where they have been based since their home stadium in Haiti's capital fell under gang control last year. Haiti's women's national team debuted in the Women's World Cup in 2023.
Heavily armed criminal organizations drove schoolteacher Osma Joseph and his family out of the Carrefour-Feuilles neighborhood of Port-au-Prince in 2023. On Tuesday, he joined in the post-match revelry.
"It's extraordinary, especially given the country's chaotic situation," Joseph told The Washington Post. "It shows us the country will not perish. It's a source of pride for all Haitians because this victory is a spark that can bring peace back to the country."
Tuesday was also Battle of Vertieres Day, the public holiday when Haitians celebrate their decisive 1803 victory over French colonial forces, which secured the independence of the world's first Black republic.

Fans react after Haiti's 2-0 victory over Nicaragua secured the country's men's team's first trip to the World Cup since 1974. (Egeder Pq Fildor/Reuters)


The nation of 12 million is being crushed under the weight of overlapping crises. There's been no president since the still-unsolved assassination of President Jovenel Moise in 2021 and no legislature since the last senators' terms expired in 2023. Gangs control roughly 90 percent of the capital, the United Nations estimates, and are pushing into the countryside. Some 1.3 million Haitians have been driven from their homes.
A transitional governing council and a U.N.-backed international police force tasked with restoring order so new elections may be held have proved largely ineffective. The U.N. Security Council in September approved a better-armed, more aggressive gang suppression force but it's not clear when it might be deployed.
More than 1,200 people were killed by gangs, vigilantes and security forces from July through September, the U.N. office in Haiti reported this month. Four hundred people were sexually assaulted and 145 were kidnapped.
Suspected gang members fired on U.S. Marines assigned to protect the U.S. Embassy in Port-au-Prince last week in what U.S. officials said was the most significant exchange this year. In a separate incident, Haitian forces lost a helicopter during an operation in a gang-controlled area northeast of the capital, authorities said.
For the Haitian national team, the security crisis has had profound consequences. It's been playing home matches at Willemstad's Ergilio Hato Stadium. Sebastien Migne, its French coach, hasn't been to Haiti since he was appointed; many of its players are Haitian nationals who live abroad and play for foreign clubs.
It has also struggled with internal challenges. Yves Jean-Bart, longtime president of the Haitian Football Federation, was banned from the game for life in 2020 after FIFA found he had sexually harassed and abused female players. Jean-Bart, a former member of the FIFA Council and former acting president of the Caribbean Football Union, denied wrongdoing.
A normalization committee was established to help restore the institution, but domestic soccer has largely ground to a halt. Not a single player on the national team plays professionally in Haiti.
"This qualification leaves me speechless. I can't even put into words what I'm feeling," said Nathan Laguerre, director general of the Haitian Ministry of Youth, Sports and Civic Action.
"Two or three years ago, Haitians would have thought it was pure fantasy. We went through every emotion during these qualifiers."
Haitian stars Louicius Don Deedson and Ruben Providence scored before halftime Tuesday and the team held on for the victory, which sent it leapfrogging over Honduras to finish first in Concacaf's Group C. Deedson is a right winger for Major League Soccer's FC Dallas; Providence is a French-born forward for the second-division Dutch club Almere City.
"This qualification reignites hope, inspires young people, strengthens national cohesion and restores to an entire people the conviction that together, anything remains possible," the Haitian presidential office said in a statement.
In 1974, the country's only previous appearance in the men's World Cup, Haiti scored two goals before being eliminated in the first round. Most of the players on that team were local men who were trained in the country, according to former senator Patrice Dumont, a Haitian sports commentator.
The 2026 tournament will have a substantial Americas flavor. It's to be co-hosted by the United States, Canada and Mexico, all of which qualify automatically. Defending champion Argentina and five-time champion Brazil have played their way in, as have Colombia, Curacao, Ecuador, Haiti, Panama, Paraguay and Uruguay.
Dumont said he had struggled to make his way through the jubilant crowds in Petion-Ville, one of the few Port-au-Prince neighborhoods not under gang control as he returned home after the match.
"This is a country with immortal vitality, redeeming itself even in its degradation," he said. "How did Haiti qualify for the World Cup when it is a pariah, crushed by misery and violence? It's a country apart. We want to be part of the world, and the players keep hope alive for this country."
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Europe
NATO on alert as Poland accuses Russia of 'state terrorism' in rail blast
Tensions rose after a blast damaged the Warsaw-Lublin rail line, which has been used to deliver aid to Ukraine, and a Russian missile attack killed at least 25 people in Ternopil. 

Rescue workers put out a fire at a residential building damaged by a Russian strike in Ternopil, Ukraine, on Wednesday. (Rostyslav Kovalchuk/AP)


By Aaron Wiener, Serhiy Morgunov, Ellen Francis | 2025-11-19
Tensions spiked Wednesday as Poland, a key NATO supporter of Ukraine, accused Russia of "an act of state terrorism" and vowed a strong response to an explosion that damaged a rail line in eastern Poland over the weekend.
In a fiery speech to Parliament in Warsaw, Polish Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski announced that the last Russian consulate in the country would be closed, and he promised a response that would be "more than just diplomatic." This response, Sikorski said, would be revealed in coming days.
The escalating tension between Warsaw and Moscow came as Russian missile and drone attacks killed at least 25 people in Ternopil, a city in western Ukraine, and injured dozens more across Ukraine, Ukrainian authorities said Wednesday. Poland scrambled fighter jets in response to the Russian attack, the Polish armed forces operational command said on X.
Two German fighter jets, deployed as part of a NATO air-policing mission, and two Romanian military aircraft also responded after a drone violated Romanian airspace, Romania's Defense Ministry said in a statement.
A Kremlin spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, has dismissed the allegations over the train line explosion as "Russophobia." But the damage to the tracks, which have been used to deliver aid to Ukraine, marks the most direct confrontation between Moscow and a NATO country since a flock of Russian drones violated Polish airspace in September. Some of the drones were shot down by NATO aircraft.
Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk called the rail explosion on the Warsaw-Lublin route "an unprecedented act of sabotage."
Polish authorities said they had identified two Ukrainian citizens who they believe carried out the attack on Russian orders and then fled the country, in addition to four Ukrainian accomplices who were still in Poland, according to Onet Wiadomosci, a Polish news site.
The closing of the consulate, in the northern city of Gdansk, will leave the embassy in Warsaw as Russia's only remaining outpost in the country. Poland shares a border with the Russian exclave of Kaliningrad, where about 1 million Russian citizens live.

Polish State Railways employees repair damaged tracks in Pulawy, eastern Poland, that authorities say were attacked in an act of Russian sabotage. (Wojtek Jargilo/EPA/Shutterstock)


Sikorski said the rail incident echoed past episodes in which Russian military intelligence has hired freelance saboteurs to carry out attacks on foreign soil. "This time, it was not just sabotage, as before, but an act of state terrorism, as the clear intention was to cause human casualties," he said.
Any Polish military response to the rail attack would presumably come in coordination with NATO. On Monday, asked about the attack, NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte said the alliance was "in close contact with the Polish authorities" but was waiting for the outcome of Poland's investigation.
Jacek Dobrzynski, spokesman for Poland's security services minister, said the first arrests related to the rail explosion were taking place Wednesday, according to Polish media reports. Dobrzynski's office did not respond to a request for more information.

Bodies in front of a residential building that was hit in a Russian missile strike in Ternopil. (Vlad Kravchuk/AP)


The September incursion of drones into Polish airspace revealed vulnerabilities in NATO's air defenses. At the time, Polish officials said the incursion was a deliberate provocation, and they disagreed forcefully with remarks by President Donald Trump suggesting it might have been a mistake.
On Wednesday, drones and missiles struck Ternopil around 7 a.m. local time, hitting two residential apartment buildings, according to emergency services.
Images from the scene showed smoke pouring out of a multistory building as firefighters sought to quell the blazes. Dozens were reported injured, including at least 15 children. There were at least three children among the dead.
The Russian Defense Ministry described its attacks against Ukraine as targeting rocket launch systems, energy and railway infrastructure, as well as military deployment sites.
Wieslaw Kukula, chief of staff of the Polish armed forces, warned on Wednesday that attacks on Poland and its NATO allies could intensify in the coming weeks. Longer winter nights, Kukula said at a news conference, would provide more cover and might be seen as an opportune window to strike.
At the same news conference, Polish officials announced they would send as many as 10,000 soldiers to protect rail lines and other key infrastructure in response to Sunday's explosion.
The European Union's foreign policy chief, Kaja Kallas, said the attack on the rail line "highlights the unprecedented risk to European transport infrastructure."
"Russia's attacks have become increasingly brazen," she told reporters in Brussels. "Our critical infrastructure needs more protection."
A senior European diplomat said the blast, which follows a series of mysterious incidents and incursions into NATO airspace, would come up at a meeting of the E.U.'s 27 foreign ministers in Brussels on Thursday.
"We see these hybrid attacks intensifying against European countries," said the diplomat, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal deliberations. "The problem is it's not always easy to attribute to somebody."
Kallas said it was "up to Poland to attribute," but she added, "We have to have a strong response." Europe, she said, needed to "protect our critical infrastructure, send a message of unity to Russia that they cannot get away with these attacks, but at the same time give assurances to our societies that there is nothing to be afraid of."
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, who is in Turkey to discuss attempts to revive peace talks, described strikes around the country since Tuesday evening, including in Lviv and Ivano-Frankivsk in the west, as well as areas in the east.
"Every brazen attack on normal life shows that pressure on Russia is still insufficient," Zelensky said. "Effective sanctions and assistance to Ukraine can change this."
Beatriz Rios in Brussels contributed to this report.
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Economy
Delayed jobs report shows hiring grew in September
September employment data was delayed seven weeks because of the shutdown.

An employment event sign in New York in 2021. (Andrew Kelly/Reuters)


By Abha Bhattarai | 2025-11-20
The first official snapshot of the U.S. labor market since the government shutdown shows that employers added 119,000 jobs in September, a turnaround from the 4,000 positions lost in August. The unemployment rate also edged up, to 4.4 percent, the highest level in nearly four years.
September figures reflect continued hiring in health care, as well as at restaurants and bars.
There were job losses in transportation, warehousing and in the federal government. Professional and business services, a catchall category for many types of white-collar work, shed 20,000 jobs, reflecting a recent burst of layoffs.
"The federal government is back open for business, and the U.S. economy was doing surprisingly well heading into the storm," Chris Rupkey, chief economist at Fwdbonds, a financial research firm, wrote in an email Thursday. But, he added, "it is a cautionary tale certainly that the unemployment rate has hit a new high for this economic cycle."
But economists and market analysts say the data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, which is two months old, doesn't add much to their understanding of where things stand now. All three major stock indexes  surged Thursday morning, although analysts attributed those gains to a strong earnings report from chipmaker Nvidia instead of the jobs report. By noon, they had all given back the gains and were trading lower for the day.
"September feels like it was eons ago at this point," said Daniel Zhao, chief economist at jobs review site Glassdoor. "These numbers are a snapshot from two months ago, and they don't reflect where we stand now in November."
The real test will come later in the year, as economists try to fill in the blanks from disrupted data. The October jobs report -- which would have come out in early November, if the government hadn't been shut down -- has been scrapped entirely, BLS said this week. As a result, the monthly unemployment rate will be missing for the first time since the survey began in 1948.
"That means policymakers (including the Federal Reserve) will be flying partially blind for several more weeks -- very bad timing because the economy is so uncertain right now," Heidi Shierholz, president of the left-leaning Economic Policy Institute, wrote in a text message.
The path ahead is particularly unclear for the Fed, as it debates whether to keep cutting interest rates in December. The double-sided September data, which shows increases in  job growth and unemployment, is likely to further divide the split central bank.
Although the U.S. economy appears solid by many measures, there are growing signs of strain. Hiring has slowed, consumers are pulling back and debt loads are increasing, just as inflation is ticking up again.
Now economists worry that spotty data from the fall may make it tougher to spot signs of worrisome developments in the coming months.
In addition to the jobs report, other key economic measures are also likely to be affected by the shutdown, which ended last week. Inflation calculations, for example, require real-time data collection by federal workers who visit stores across the country to track prices. The 43-day work stoppage means that data wasn't collected.
Those disruptions are also likely to spill over into much broader measures of the economy, including gross domestic product, which is used to determine whether the country is in a recession. The quarterly GDP report -- which was supposed to come out Oct. 30, during the shutdown, but was postponed and has yet to be rescheduled -- relies on dozens of data sources, including the Census Bureau, the BLS and the Treasury Department, as well as private firms and trade groups.
"The statistics supply chain is more complicated than most people realize, and delays in some of the more behind-the-scenes data can derail very visible, closely tracked data," said Jed Kolko, a senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics and a former Commerce Department economist. "There is a lot of data that depends on government workers collecting information, and if that doesn't happen on time, it's hard to gather retroactively."
Economists expect the picture to get hazier in the coming months, as delayed and missing data reports make it tougher to suss out the state of the economy. The September jobs report, however delayed, still offers valuable insight at a time when economists are trying to figure out just how dramatically the labor market is slowing, economists said. Even though private firms, including Indeed and paycheck processor ADP, have stepped in with their own measures of job creation and wage growth, economists say official government data offers insights other sources don't, including industry- and geographic-specific details and an official unemployment rate.
"The BLS jobs report is still the definitive number against which those private-sector measures are judged," Kolko said. "We need the jobs report to see the full picture, and that's especially important right now, when different data is pointing in different directions."
Lauren Kaori Gurley contributed to this report.
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Economy
Under Trump, the Fed is more divided than it's been in years 
The Fed is more divided than it's been in years, split over how to respond to an economy that is demanding opposite policy moves.

Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell speaks at a news conference in October. (Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP)


By Andrew Ackerman | 2025-11-19
The Federal Reserve is split over whether to cut interest rates again next month, as the central bank's internal divisions have become unusually sharp, with officials debating how to steer an economy facing opposing forces: persistent inflation and a labor market that's losing momentum.
The clearest evidence of this divide arrived with Wednesday's release of the minutes of October's policy meeting, when officials cut interest rates by a quarter of a percentage point for the second straight month, but over the objections of two policymakers -- one who wanted a more aggressive cut and another who wanted to hold rates steady.
Officials appeared even more split over what to do in December, Wednesday's minutes showed, expressing "strongly differing views about what policy decision would most likely be appropriate."
"Most participants" judged that further interest rate cuts would be warranted over time, but "several of these participants" indicated that they didn't necessarily believe another quarter-point cut was appropriate next month.
Those disagreements come amid unprecedented attacks on the Fed from President Donald Trump, who has repeatedly threatened to fire Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell for not slashing interest rates more quickly. Trump raised those threats anew Wednesday.
Growing Fed divides matter because the disagreements may make the central bank harder to read for outsiders, complicating expectations for both investors and consumers, whose borrowing rates for cars and homes, among other things, are influenced by Fed policy.
"As with the lead-up to the December meeting, you could have more uncertainty about where the Fed is going to land as decisions approach," said Jon Hilsenrath, a senior adviser to StoneX Group, a financial services firm.
Investors have already adjusted: Expectations for a December rate cut fell dramatically over the past few weeks, from a roughly 95 percent certainty to more of a toss-up, following signals from Powell that a third straight cut isn't guaranteed, as well as cautionary comments from regional Fed presidents.
Prospects of another cut fell even more Wednesday after the Labor Department said it wouldn't release employment data for October until after the Fed's December meeting. Evidence of a weakening jobs market this fall could have boosted prospects for an additional cut.
The divide appears to pit a hawkish coalition of regional Fed presidents, more worried about rising prices, against a group of Fed governors in Washington advocating further cuts to keep the economy from sagging. Officials such as Cleveland's Beth Hammack, who has said she would have preferred not to cut in October, argue that inflation remains stubbornly above the bank's 2 percent target. Hammack has warned that cutting rates too soon could allow inflation to become entrenched in expectations. Ten of the 12 regional Fed presidents have expressed some degree of reservation about cutting next month.
On the other side, some governors -- particularly those with ties to the Trump administration -- see continued rate cuts as necessary to support a weakening labor market. Stephen Miran, who is on leave from the White House, dissented in October to vote for a larger cut, while Fed governor Christopher Waller, speaking Monday on "the case for continuing rate cuts," said the labor market is "still weak and near stall speed."
"A December cut will provide additional insurance against an acceleration in the weakening of the labor market," said Waller, who is under consideration to succeed Powell as chair next year.
The split among the 19 officials who participate in the Fed committee that sets interest rates was evident from October's meeting, which saw the first double dissent since 2019, highlighting a fracture in the consensus that has defined much of Powell's eight-year tenure. In all, the central bank has recorded five dissents across its past three meetings, a level of division not seen since before the pandemic.
The policy dilemma is stark. Inflation, about 3 percent, has remained above target for nearly five years, as job growth has slowed and unemployment is ticking up. The Fed wrestled price increases down from the highs they hit under President Joe Biden, but now it faces a new difficulty. Standard monetary theory calls for opposite responses to the problems the economy presents today: higher rates to cool prices, lower rates to support employment. The Fed is being pulled in both directions at once. This tug-of-war complicates the committee's deliberations and raises the stakes for each vote, as any misstep could have outsize consequences for the broader economy.
The central bank has to act decisively to rein in prices without choking off the fragile labor market.
Economists have dubbed the situation "stagflation-lite," echoing the 1970s-era challenge of balancing inflation and stagnant growth, though the current environment is less severe.
Now investors are looking at a more cautious, reactive Fed, which could mean markets swing sharply on each new economic report that offers a preview of what December's meeting will bring.
Krishna Guha of Evercore ISI warned that the Fed's split over a December rate cut risks becoming "a crisis of governance," undermining Powell's ability to lead an increasingly polarized committee as his term winds down.
In that environment, Guha said, the Fed is likely to become "more uncertain and more reactive to the data rather than preemptive" -- a combination he called negative for markets.
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Food
Should you brine your turkey? And other Thanksgiving questions, answered.
How do I make creamy mashed potatoes? What if I'm bad at pie crust? You have Thanksgiving questions. We have answers. 

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


By Becky Krystal, Matt Brooks | 2025-11-20
Whether you're a seasoned veteran or first-timer when it comes to cooking for Thanksgiving, chances are you'll encounter a little stress or confusion about at least one part of the holiday meal. What size turkey should you buy? Is a turkey breast the move this year, or braised turkey thighs to help you keep grocery costs in check? How about a roast chicken or duck instead? Who has the one copy of Grandma's legendary stuffing recipe? Why does this homemade pie crust keep falling apart? Why are the mashed potatoes gluey?!
Every year it may be something new in your kitchen, but by now, we've just about heard them all. We field many of the same questions year after year, so if you're having the same concerns as Thanksgiving creeps closer, trust us, you're not alone.
Consider this guide your resource for the answers to your most pressing Thanksgiving questions.
And if we don't cover it here, we'll be on hand Wednesday, Nov. 26, for an extra-large edition of our weekly live cooking chat to answer all your last-minute Thanksgiving questions. Join recipes editor Becky Krystal, staff writer Aaron Hutcherson and other members of the Food team as we help you through your final prep before the feast. Submit a question now, then join us on Wednesday from noon to 1:30 p.m. Eastern time.
Our most important piece of advice: Don't stress out! You are fully capable of making an incredible Thanksgiving meal, no matter the size of your gathering or your oven. You've got this.
Now onto some of the most common questions and dilemmas.
The Agriculture Department suggests 1 pound of turkey per person. We've previously suggested about 11/2 pounds for each diner to allow for leftovers. One of our staple resources is the "Chef's Book of Formulas, Yields & Sizes" by Arno Schmidt. The book says a 22-pound turkey will yield 12 pounds of roasted meat, including scraps, which equates to 22 servings -- lining up perfectly with USDA guidance. "Chef's Book" also suggests you can stretch that 22-pound bird to 40 servings "on a buffet when served with other meats and salads." (Not interested in turkey? We have plenty of other suggestions, with and without meat.)

Roast Turkey With Caramelized Onion and Miso Gravy and sides. (Rey Lopez/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Brining can help turkey stay moist and tasty. A wet brine results in uniformly moist and seasoned meat, but requires a lot of fridge real estate and can be slightly unwieldy. A dry brine involves rubbing the bird with salt and should deliver extra-crisp skin. Read about how to brine both ways here. (You can also achieve a moist, flavorful turkey without brining at all.)
Find everything you need to know about thawing a frozen turkey here. But: Did you know you can put a frozen-solid bird in the oven, and in less than twice the time it would take to cook a fresh one, have a perfectly delicious roasted bird? It's true! Roast turkey doesn't get any simpler than this, so take heart, last-minute cooks. You'll even be rewarded with lots of crisp skin and plenty of pan juices that will help season the meat after it has been sliced. Get the foolproof recipe here. And if your bird is only partially defrosted, pull out your trusty probe or instant-read thermometer and simply cook the turkey (longer) until it's done.
A raw, fresh turkey should be stored for no longer than two days in the refrigerator. In theory, a frozen turkey can last indefinitely. But for the best quality, use it within a year.
Impress your friends and family by following our handy step-by-step visual guide to turkey carving.
Not everyone is traveling to or hosting a big gathering, but that doesn't mean you can't enjoy a full array of holiday flavors on the table. Former editorial aide Anna Rodriguez shared a scaled-down Thanksgiving menu with multiple options for every course that covers all the bases and won't waste food. Start with Roasted Fall Fruit With Balsamic-Ginger Glaze or Triple Onion Dip, and for the main course, go with a saucy Stovetop Roasted Turkey Breast or Phyllo Galette With Butternut Squash, Feta and Olives. Get the full menu and tips here.
Try our recipes for Cranberry-Ginger Punch, Apple Pie Old-Fashioneds or Cranberry Gin Sour Cocktails. Or go classic with a Negroni. Better yet, give our cocktail generator a shake to find just the right drink to suit your tastes, including nonalcoholic options. If you prefer the wine route, check out our tips for choosing a great holiday wine, plus our picks for the best nonalcoholic red wines for holiday meals.

Mashed Potatoes With Manchego and Olive Oil. (Rey Lopez/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Do you like 'em creamy or fluffy? Cheesy or garlicky? Whatever your texture preference, Becky Krystal has the tips to help you achieve your perfect mashed potatoes here. Or, if you prefer crispy edges on your potatoes, try Crushed Potatoes with Tahini-Garlic Sauce or Potato Roasties. Buttermilk Mashed Potatoes "Duchesse" riffs on a Julia Child recipe that turns the spuds into a star attraction.
Sweet potato lovers, we have you covered. How about a classic streusel-topped casserole, cubed in a bright and zesty salad, roasted whole or revved up with cinnamon and pineapple for a little something extra. Maybe you'd like to serve them in retro orange cups? Or go savory with Sweet Potato Puree With Roasted Garlic. We won't even ask where you stand on the marshmallow debate. We'll just give you the option: With or without.

Silky Pumpkin Pie with Pecan Butterscotch Sauce. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


A great pie crust makes all the difference, and it starts with the right ingredients. A few pointers: Keep things cool. Use a light touch. Rotate the crust 90 degrees periodically as you're rolling it. And if something does go wrong, just roll with it. Find all of Aaron's pie crust tips here. And have a look at his step-by-step guide, too.
For pie inspiration, check out Maya-Camille Broussard's versatile caramelized apples, which you can use in your preferred formats, including a Caramelized Apple Galette and Cranberry Orange Apple Pie. Or get all your favorite pie flavors on one plate with Daniela Galarza's two-bite Thanksgiving tassies, featuring a crust recipe that can be filled with pumpkin, pecan, apple crumble, cranberry, chocolate, lemon or buttermilk chess filling and baked together for a cornucopia of mini pies. (Note: You'll need a mini muffin tin.) Or, go all in on pumpkin and pecan pie flavors with Daniela's mix-and-match pie and sauce recipes: Silky Pumpkin Pie, Brown Butter Pecan Pie, Pumpkin Mousse and Pecan Butterscotch Sauce. Better yet, go big with a Mile High Apple Pie (which contains more than 6 pounds of apples!) and Coconut Cream Pie With Plantains and Dulce de Leche.

Crimping All-Butter Pie Crust. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Almost everything. Really.
	Cranberry sauce. Most cranberry relishes and sauces can be refrigerated for up to a week.
	Gravy. You can make your gravy (or most of it, minus the drippings) a couple of days early.
	Bread. Bake your bread or rolls a day or two in advance; wrap in foil and warm in the oven before serving. You can also bake several days in advance and freeze -- just set your bread out to defrost at room temperature on Wednesday.
	Pies and other desserts. Most pies can be made two or more days in advance. Or make a cake or cookies.
	Turkey. If you're brining, start the day before.
	Stuffing. Advance work depends on the recipe. You can completely make the stuffing in advance, bake it, refrigerate and reheat the cooked stuffing before serving. Or, you can prepare the stuffing up until the point of adding the liquid, refrigerate the separate components and then bake it together on Thursday.
	Sides. Shred radicchio and slice radishes for a slaw, or roast some squash for a hearty salad; blanch or steam green beans or Brussels sprouts. (Both are also great raw.) Think about elements that can be prepped or finished ahead of time, then do it!


Leftover Turkey Chili. (Peggy Cormary/For The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb)


For some of us, this is really the best part of Thanksgiving. After you've sent home some of the extras with your friends and family, the options are endless. Start the day with a Southwest-Style Turkey Hash, Pumpkin Cranberry Waffles or Turkey, Cranberry and Sriracha Strata. Step up the turkey sandwich game with a Thanksgiving Leftovers Turkey Po' Boy, and use up leftover turkey and broth in a quick, flavorful Turkey Tortilla Soup. Leftover Turkey Chili employs a modest amount of meat, plus a few freezer and pantry staples. If you're too daunted to cook again so soon, stash cooked turkey in the freezer until you're ready to use it. Find more of our favorite Thanksgiving leftovers recipe ideas here.
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Eat Voraciously
Turn Thanksgiving leftovers into this stuffing-topped turkey pot pie
Turkey, green beans and more go into this streamlined skillet pie.

Turkey Pot Pie With Stuffing Topping. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


By Daniela Galarza | 2025-11-20
This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
There's a lot to love about the customary day-after-Thanksgiving sandwich: ho-hum turkey dressed with hot, full-bodied gravy; the act of putting bread-based stuffing between two slices of bread; the silly way the sweet potatoes ooze out every time you take a bite; the slick of cranberry sauce that adds zing; that smear of mayonnaise that ties it all together.
But after one, maybe two, of those monstrosities, I start itching for something different. Something that's not a sandwich. Maybe a soup? Maybe a chili. Maybe something more substantial, like this pot pie stuffed with leftover turkey in a vegetable-filled sauce, thick and rich under a craggy, soft-and-crunchy stuffing topping.
Get the recipe: Turkey Pot Pie With Stuffing Topping
There's not much to it. Start by sauteing a bit of diced onion, carrot and celery in a skillet. (This is a skillet pot pie, so you're only going to dirty one pan. Use a 10-inch skillet for the best results.)
Then, make a roux, or a butter and flour paste that will thicken the liquid you'll add next. The creamy mixture that envelops all of the meat and vegetables is based on this roux, mixed with stock or broth and milk. Season it well.
Stir in pulled or chopped (cooked) turkey meat and leftover (cooked) green beans. Or Brussels sprouts. Or collards. Or peas. Or corn. Watch as the simple sauce enrobes everything, transforming leftovers into something entirely new.
Next, the fun part. Make a topping for your skillet pot pie out of leftover bread-based stuffing. You'll need about 2 cups, or two big handfuls of stuffing. Loosen the bread mixture by adding some broth or stock. Then, use your hands to form rough balls of the topping and place them atop the still-hot filling. They'll sink in a little. Spread them out so they're more rough-and-tumble. That way, as the pie bakes, they'll get browned and crisp.

The pot pie before it is baked. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Now, bake your pot pie until the filling is bubbling and the topping is crunchy. I like to serve it in bowls next to a green side salad dressed with a vinaigrette made from some of the leftover cranberry sauce. It's just the thing to cut through the pie's richness.
For those who want to play around with the recipe, here's an idea: Instead of making the roux, if you have leftover mashed potatoes -- chunky or smooth -- stir them into the simmering broth and milk. They will thicken the liquid nicely, no roux needed. Giving all sorts of leftovers new life -- that's something to be thankful for.
Get the recipe: Turkey Pot Pie With Stuffing Topping
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: My parents are 'obsessing' over who I marry
A letter writer's parents have strong feelings about the qualities their future partner should have. 

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-11-20
Sahaj Kaur Kohli is off this week. The following first appeared Oct. 13, 2022.
Dear Sahaj: I'm a 25-year-old second-generation Indian American. My dad is a doctor, and my sister is a gynecologist, who married a pediatrician at age 30. My mom wanted me to go into medicine as well, but I rebelled and now work as a computer engineer with great work-life balance in another state. My mother rejected my wants and needs initially, but eventually came to terms with it.
Now my parents are obsessing over me finding a partner to settle down with, specifically someone who works in medicine, is Indian and is of a certain faith. While I've been putting myself out there, the city I live in does not have a large South Asian population. My parents have hinted that when I turn 27, they will look into getting a marriage broker from India to set something up.
I love my current job and the work I do. I bought a house here with the intention of planting roots, and could see myself spending the rest of my life here. However, with the stress of trying to find someone to date for marriage, I'm considering moving somewhere with a larger South Asian population just to give myself a shot before I'm forced into an arranged marriage. With the specific demands my mother has, I don't have a ton of hope of being able to find a partner in my current city. What do I do?
-- Struggling
Struggling: One of the biggest questions I have after reading your question is: Do you want to find a serious relationship or get married? You discuss this issue solely from the pressure you are absorbing from your parents.
It's clear how eagerly you want to make your parents happy, but you are navigating a conflict of values -- loyalty to your parents and happiness in your current life. I can sense how much tension this has created for you.
It's hard to be the "first" to do things in your family, and you are pushing the envelope by teaching your parents that there is a different way to live. It seems like they came around to respect your career, so there's evidence that they can be swayed and do, in fact, want you to be happy.
If you are struggling to meet people (and want to), you can ask friends to set you up. You can also consider certain dating apps that are specifically for South Asians and Indians. You could widen your settings to include other locations before deciding to move. This may help you explore what the prospects are like in other cities without making an impulsive decision that may not lead to your ideal outcome.
I encourage you to differentiate what you want from what your parents want. Hypothetically, if your parents weren't pressuring you, what would be your ideal goals, values and relationship needs? This may feel uncomfortable to explore, but it separates what is expected of you from what you actually want. Once you do that, you may feel better-equipped to start identifying your non-negotiables from what you're willing to accept and do.
Regardless, it might be worth having a more vulnerable conversation with your parents about their expectations and about how they're affecting you. Often, parents do want the best for their kid, but from what I've observed in my work, immigrant parents may have to be convinced that we can make these choices for ourselves.
Your parents sound like they are coming from a frame of reference that is limited to what they have known in their own lives and circles. So, to them, being a doctor or being married to a doctor may be the only way to be financially secure. Or, being married by 30 is the only way to guarantee finding an acceptable partner. Or, marrying within your race, culture and faith is the only way to maintain connections to your cultural roots. It's important for you to confront these fears to move the conversation in a different direction.
There's no easy answer here. But you wrote in because you are stuck, and the only way to get unstuck is to excavate a bit deeper to what you really want, what you're scared will happen if you speak up for it, and what this might mean for your relationship with your parents.
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The Optimist
Making friends as an adult is hard. Here's the secret.
We can't assume friendships will just happen -- we have to make them happen. 

A group of friends have drinks outside Service Bar in Washington. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


By Maggie Penman | 2025-11-20
On a recent Thursday evening in downtown Washington, I took a deep breath and walked into a bar. I joined a couple dozen other women who were milling around making small talk and ordering drinks, waiting for the more formal portion of the evening to begin.
I was there to make friends.
When I first moved to D.C. at age 23, I immediately met lots of new people who were in the same boat. Many of my fellow interns were new to the city, and we were all game for adventures. These days I still have close friends, but many of us have busy jobs and young children. Some have moved away. It can be hard to even schedule a phone call to catch up.
I find myself craving the easy friendships of my early 20s. Could I find that again?
The meetup I was attending was organized by RealRoots, one of a number of start-ups aimed at making us less lonely. Even before the pandemic, Americans were spending less time with friends. By 2023, the U.S. surgeon general warned we were in a loneliness epidemic and that the health risks of isolation were akin to smoking.
The good news is there's now less stigma in admitting you want to make friends, especially since the pandemic, RealRoots CEO and co-founder Dorothy Li told me.
"We were all lonely together for two years," she said, and many of us have begun rebuilding social lives at the same time.
I consulted experts about how to both make new friends and reconnect with old ones. Here's what I learned.
I went into the RealRoots event with a healthy dose of skepticism. I was told that I would be matched with a curated group of women based on my responses to a personality quiz and an interview with an artificial intelligence assistant named Lisa who detected my "social vibe." (I was "grounded, thoughtful and warm" -- thanks, Lisa!)
"I totally get it," Li said when I told her about my doubts. "Human connection needs to be in real life." But the planning and logistics of matching people who are similar and finding times on their calendars? That, she said, "can be done seamlessly by AI."
The women at my meetup included a former professional ballroom dancer, a nurse who loves her work with dementia patients and an aid worker about to leave for a work trip to Sudan.
Everyone had different reasons for being there. One woman worked from home and felt isolated, especially since becoming pregnant. Another wanted to push out of her comfort zone and meet new people. A third said she had social anxiety and felt this took the pressure off.
After mingling, moderators led us through a series of questions, which started like corporate icebreakers (what are your hobbies?) but got progressively more personal (what's something you're good at?), finally building to the last question: What's something you're struggling with right now?
I searched my mind for something that wouldn't feel too revealing. These were basically strangers, after all. But then someone talked about her fertility issues. Another was going through a difficult divorce. Another had a serious illness. I quietly reassessed. When it was my turn, I no longer felt the need to hold back. I talked about my insecurities as a mom. I felt myself starting to cry as I explained my fears about how my anxiety would affect my daughter. I was met with so much empathy.
When I told Li I felt close to all the women by the end of the night, she told me that's the point.
"When you start talking about the things that are actually on your mind, everyone can relate," Li said.
Vulnerability invites vulnerability. This rule also applies when trying to deepen friendships.
For journalist Billy Baker, after getting married, having kids and relocating to the suburbs, he realized that many of his high school and college friends couldn't be part of his daily life anymore. He set out to build a community where he lived, and the first step was to reach out to people he felt a connection to, and to tell them that. It was intentional and a little scary, but worth it, he said.
"Vulnerability for me was always rewarded," said Baker, author of the book "We Need to Hang Out: A Memoir of Making Friends."
When Baker was working on his book about friendship, he was trying to nail down exactly what draws us to other people. He found that a shared interest or activity worked particularly well as a first step. For instance, he would often run into a guy at the gym, so he started asking him to meet up there to work out together.
"Pickleball has changed senior friendship," he said. "Is it pickleball they love or is it having this activity that they enjoy, and finding others who also enjoy it and then they're off for coffee?"
Baker says if you choose something you want to do anyway, you'll probably meet people with a shared interest, and even if you don't you'll still have a good time.
Baker learned that he couldn't just assume friendships would happen to him -- he needed to take initiative.
"We were never taught to prioritize friendship," Baker said. For him, this journey began when his editor asked him to write about how many men let friendships lapse in middle age. Even though Baker had always been social, he realized he had been prioritizing his work and family and neglecting to make time for friends.
"The gift I gave myself is to put friendship on the to-do list every day alongside eating well, taking care of my family, taking out the trash, all those things," Baker said. "It needs to be a part of our daily life if you really are going to reap the benefits."
Baker's solution was to take inspiration from a group of men in his town with a tradition called "Wednesday nights" -- a weekly promise of getting together. Baker created his own version of it, and said it was awkward at first. But eventually, genuine connections formed.
At the end of my conversation with Baker, he gave me a challenge: Was there anyone I could think of who I wanted to be closer to?
I thought of a colleague I have been casual friends with for a few years. I always delighted in running into her in the hallways or at parties, but we had never gotten together just us. Baker encouraged me to ask her to hang out.
I felt a familiar creeping fear as I reached out to her -- what if she was too busy, or didn't feel the same friendship vibe I did? What if we did hang out and had nothing to say?
I asked her, my colleague Rachel Kurzius, to get lunch on a Sunday. We chatted for two hours that felt like 20 minutes. We bonded over talking about books and our kids and the surprising number of things we had in common, and it really feels like the start of a friendship. Similar to Baker, I was rewarded by vulnerability.
If you're contemplating taking the first step, just do it. The odds are stacked in your favor.
"We like people who like us," Baker said. So make the first move.
After my RealRoots meetup, I declined to join RealRoots' six week series -- like a kickball league, there was a cost, and it didn't fit into the budget this month -- but I was still grateful for the opportunity to meet people. A few days later, I ran into one of the women from the group at a workout class, and we greeted each other like old friends.
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Boyfriend just found out he's the father of his ex's baby
Her boyfriend of only four months just found out he's a father. Is this a "break up now" situation?

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-11-20
Dear Carolyn: My boyfriend of four months just found out he's the father of a 9-month-old baby. When we met, he told me his ex had a baby with the guy she was cheating on him with. She had told my boyfriend he wasn't the father.
That guy broke up with her last month and demanded a paternity test. It turned out he wasn't the father. She came after my boyfriend for child support, and a paternity test established him as the dad. She is not a good or easy person to deal with, and now our lives will be wrapped up with hers for the next 18 years or longer.
My boyfriend is deciding how involved a father he wants to be and asking me to stay with him. Either way, it's not great news for me. If he decides just to pay and not be in the kid's life, that is wrong, but if he decides to step up and share custody, that is way more than I bargained for in this relationship.
He seems like a good guy, and I was very interested in him, but I'm only 23 and never envisioned dating a guy my age who has a kid. Should I wait to make a decision until after my emotions settle or follow my gut instinct and break up now?
-- Not on Board
Not on Board: That is a lot to process in the he-seems-like-a-good-guy stage.
It also seems pretty clear you want to go while the getting is good.
If that's true, then there isn't much else for us to talk about; there's no defensible argument for staying, getting more deeply attached to your boyfriend and even bonding some with the child when you want no part of that kind of commitment.
But. Those weren't your exact words. You asked whether to hit the exit immediately or wait till "my emotions settle" -- maybe the only phrasing that could pry out an answer to wait.
It is almost impossible to think clearly through big feelings. So, yes, resting a beat while they recede is wise whenever we have that option, and when the decisions are so consequential.
You have the option here because a "beat" does not involve months or longer of stringing along this embattled little family while you decide whether you care. The time required is only enough days or weeks to get your mind around the new information. (Truly, you might achieve "settled" before this publishes.)
That is a relatively small cost for your purpose: confidence that you're not making an impulse or panic decision. When the bombshell news has worked itself into your normal, you can bring the clarity of thought you owe yourself and any person you care about. Thought and conversation, I should say -- being able to talk about this, and how you two talk, are both important. It can be the difference between a scarring breakup and one on respectful or affectionate terms.
This is all triage, mind you -- not how to get to the Point of No Regrets on a complex life decision at 23. I'm just urging you to breathe into it because of the many ways that can help (and the many ways rushing something can hurt).
Coincidentally -- and I choose that word carefully -- as you're busy taking your moment to reflect, you will not be reflex-dumping your reeling boyfriend like a bad clam.
It's not your job to absorb his shock for him, not remotely, and I don't mean to imply that it is. But two people can be kind to each other amid a dramatic turn of events and temporarily suspend operation of any heavy life machinery, just for the sake of it.
As long as you're transparent -- "It's so much at once, I'm not staying or going, I'm breathing" -- you can take this moment to think or settle or show compassion if you want to, without mixed signals or opening his-and-hers 529s.
Speaking of, for future reference: Always assume those "next 18 years" of some child-related complication are really a lifetime. That lets reality be the pleasant surprise.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2025/11/20/carolyn-hax-boyfriend-fathered-ex-baby/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Advice
Asking Eric: Family punished for missing wedding 50 years later
Is it time to tell sister-in-law the real reason you didn't attend her wedding 50 years ago?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-11-20
Dear Eric: My sister-in-law, Suzy, married John 51 years ago in a state distant from where we lived at the time. I am married to John's older brother. I was seven months pregnant with our third child, and we were living paycheck to paycheck at the time, which made spending money on travel and accommodations a burden.
But the real reason I did not want to attend the wedding was because John did not choose to include my husband, his only brother, in the wedding party. He chose a cousin to be his best man.
There was never any discussion at the time of the wedding regarding his choice and our excuse for not attending was that it was just too much of a financial burden with the baby on the way.
Now our granddaughter is engaged to be married and Suzy told her that we did not attend their wedding. There has never been a falling-out between the brothers before or since the wedding. Since the wedding, John and his cousin rarely see each other.
I question Suzy's motivation for telling our granddaughter and her fiance that we did not attend their wedding. I am not asking what Suzy's side of the story was, but since Suzy feels it relevant 51 years later to let my granddaughter believe her grandparents were uncaring relatives, is it time to tell Suzy it was hurt feelings that kept us from making the sacrifice to attend?
-- Wedding Guests
Guests: Ideally, this wouldn't be an issue for either of you. It's odd, verging on inappropriate, that Suzy is bringing it up half a century later. And she certainly doesn't need to involve your granddaughter in it.
However, I don't see the use in relitigating it with her. If she chooses not to go to your granddaughter's wedding because you didn't attend hers, that's behavior that she has to own.
Ask your granddaughter if it's really meaningful that Suzy attend. If so, you can have a conversation with her with the intention of clearing the air. "I understand that you have some feelings about us not attending your wedding. I'd love for that not to interfere with my granddaughter's wedding. So, can we talk about it?"
It sounds as if Suzy and John may not be big parts of your granddaughter's life. If that's the case, she may be simply trying to stir the pot. That's something neither you nor your granddaughter need to be caught up in.
Dear Eric: My 80-year-old sister (I'll call her Jane) doesn't have much faith in doctors but is free with her own remedies for everyone else's ailments (mostly vitamins, herbs and supplements). We used to refer to her as Dr. Jane behind her back because she had a vitamin for every health problem.
Jane developed problems walking and is now in a nursing home. It turns out Jane has been taking eight B-100 vitamin supplements a day for years. The percentage daily value of vitamin B-6 in one pill is 5882 percent. She has no feeling in her lower extremities whatsoever and we doubt she will ever walk again.
My brother tried to suggest to Jane that the vitamins were the likely cause of her problem, but Jane is adamant vitamins can't harm you. She is running out of money for the nursing home bill and is going to have to sign over her house and go on public aid. We have been shielding Jane from the fact that she's most likely going to lose her house. Should we go ahead and tell her?
And please tell me how to handle myself when she tells me vitamins had nothing to do with her condition. I am going to have a hard time keeping myself from screaming "you did this to yourself!" I love my sister but dealing with her situation is difficult.
-- Not the Remedy
Remedy: There are more pressing issues for Jane, and for the family, than who is right about proper vitamin intake, so I'd advise that you not engage with her about that at all. There are already enough doctors providing "Dr." Jane care and counsel. Stepping into the debate, even just to express your frustration, is only going to cause upset. There's no upside.
Instead, focus on having a grounded and frank conversation with her about her financial position. It does her a disservice to hide this information. Her life has changed dramatically and she's going to need the truth in order to make wise decisions. Consider reaching out to a financial planner or a social worker who can guide her through the process of setting up long-term care. In finances, as with medicine, we make the most informed decisions with input from experts.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Miss Manners: I'm embarrassed to admit we bought our dog from a breeder
When people assume they adopted their dog from a shelter, the letter writer is afraid to admit the truth.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-11-20
Dear Miss Manners: My husband and I have added a dog to our family. We tried to work with many different animal shelters and rescues, but it just did not work out for us to go that route.
We also did a lot of research on getting a dog from reputable breeders, but we couldn't afford any of them. We ended up purchasing a dog from what some would call a "backyard breeder." She was a lovely woman, with beautiful, healthy puppies and reasonable prices.
There was nothing shady, illegal or "puppy mill" about her. We spent a lot of time making this decision, and we are happy with the puppy we got.
However, every time someone asks about our new puppy, they want to know what shelter I got him from. Many people are horrified to hear I would even consider anything outside of a shelter. I don't want to go through the three-year story of our search every time this comes up, but I am scared and almost embarrassed to admit I didn't adopt.
How do I address this? I don't want to lie, but I have found myself doing that out of fear of harsh rebukes, even from strangers. Help me find an honest balance, Miss Manners!
Although it may violate the moral standards of Immanuel Kant, and of certain honest-at-all-cost types, your dog is smart enough to know not to give a stranger a stick when experience tells him it is going to be used to smack him.
Instead of telling the stranger that your source was a backyard breeder, say you found your puppy through a friend of a friend -- or whatever characterization you can invent that is technically true. At the same time, emphasize the other truth that your new family member was, just like a shelter animal, in need of a good home.
Then change the subject to any of a myriad of other topics that dog owners love to discuss -- but on which Miss Manners, sadly, cannot be of much help.
Dear Miss Manners: My husband and I live in a small, rural community where reputation is very important. He is a serious alcoholic, which results in him missing activities where his presence is expected.
I go alone, then, and am comfortable doing so, except when I am asked, "Where's Joe?"
I don't want to betray his secret, and I don't want to lie, so I generally say that he's not feeling well -- which is true. But then I often get follow-up questions about what is wrong (especially with covid, since people wonder if contagion is a concern). What should I say?
The pandemic has provided a reasonable basis for inquiring, with what had previously been improper nosiness, about other people's medical conditions.
But fears of contagion should only apply when he is present, not when he is absent. Arm yourself with a few vague phrases and stick to them: "He is just under the weather." "It is something he gets from time to time." "It's nothing to worry about. He's so sorry not to be able to be here."
Miss Manners realizes repetition is tedious, but the less said, the better.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Food
Our best Thanksgiving sides, including mashed potatoes and green beans
Add abundance to your holiday table with recipes for sides starring potatoes, green beans, squash, mac and cheese, and more.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post)


By Victoria Caruso, Anna Rodriguez | 2025-11-19
The turkey might be the centerpiece of the Thanksgiving table, but let's be honest: It's the sides that make the meal feel like a true celebration. Over the years, our team has built up quite a collection of Thanksgiving-worthy favorites, including all kinds of iterations of the holiday essentials: spuds, green beans, squash, corn and more. Here are some of our very best Thanksgiving sides to round out your feast.
And for more Thanksgiving inspiration beyond sides, be sure to explore our guides to turkey, stuffing, cranberry sauce, breads, gravy, drinks and desserts.
Pictured above. Creamy mashed potatoes are a must-have on Thanksgiving, and this recipe more than delivers. "They're the glue that binds [the meal] all together," writes features reporter Maura Judkis. "Imbued with roasted garlic, and mashed with olive oil, heavy cream and Manchego cheese, they're a more indulgent and flavorful version of the dish that many families already make." Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Coming from our latest Thanksgiving menu, this dish is a mash-up of two Post recipes: a 1975 recipe for buttermilk mashed potatoes and Julia Child's 1967 recipe for Pommes de Terre Duchesse, an old-school French dish. The result? An irresistible, festive bake. Get the recipe.
More potatoes: Twice-Baked Potatoes; Mashed Potatoes With Roasted Garlic; Essential Mashed Potatoes; Garlicky Roast Potato Mash; Cheddar Potato au Gratin; Hasselback Potatoes; Air Fryer Baked Potatoes.

(Stacy Zarin Goldberg/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


This chunky sweet potato salad serves as a lighter and brighter alternative to the traditional sugary yams served on Thanksgiving. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


For many families, marshmallow-topped yams are a Thanksgiving mainstay. This casserole is a modified version of the recipe found on the side of a can of Bruce's Yams, but with less sugar and the addition of pineapple and cinnamon for extra brightness, warmth and depth. Get the recipe.
More sweet potatoes: Candied Sweet Potatoes; Sweet Potato Casserole; Mashed Sweet Potatoes in Orange Cups; Sweet Potato Puree With Roasted Garlic; Skillet Sweet Potatoes With Brown Butter and Sage; Turkey and Sweet Potato Skillet Pie.

(Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Sauteing green beans yields a combination of soft-and-charred and crisp-tender textures. Almonds provide crunch, while oranges add a sweet, citrus twist to the dish. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


When it comes to green bean casserole, we like to respect tradition but also kick things up a notch. This one is based on the recipe from the French's Crispy Fried Onions package but with a homemade cream of mushroom sauce (instead of canned) and crisp green beans. Get the recipe.
More green beans: Green Bean and Sesame Seed Salad; Crunchy Green Beans With Almonds and Dates; Brown Butter Green Beans; Green Bean and Radicchio Salad With Walnuts; Zippy Green Beans; Sicilian Green Bean Salad With Herbs and Toasted Almonds.

(Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Dress up your roasted butternut squash with a savory shallot vinaigrette, crumbled spiced chickpeas and olive-oil-fried breadcrumbs. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


This gratin features a combination of sweet, firm apples and tender butternut squash topped with a garlicky breadcrumb mixture, resulting in a luxe side that's both sweet and savory. Get the recipe.
More squash: Glazed Squash Medley; Phyllo Galette with Butternut Squash, Feta and Olives; Roasted Butternut Squash and Red Onion With Tahini and Za'atar; Roasted Squash With Yogurt and Spiced, Buttered Pistachios; Roasted Acorn Squash With Pumpkin Seeds and Pomegranate.

(Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


A comforting Southern staple, this recipe can be made up to four days in advance and works with both fresh and frozen corn kernels. Get the recipe.
More corn: Corn pudding; Corn Spoonbread With Goat Cheese and Chives; Yemeni Cornbread; Corn Souffles; Caramelized Corn and Sumac Over Labneh; Cheesy Corn Casserole; Quick Corn Gratin.

(Rey Lopez/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Velveeta, balanced with smoked Gouda and sharp cheddar, is what gives this macaroni and cheese its extra-smooth texture. "If you're looking for a creamy, dreamy macaroni and cheese with a golden, cheesy, herby topping, this is it," explains staff writer Aaron Hutcherson. Get the recipe.
More mac: Patti LaBelle's Mac and Cheese; Butternut Squash Macaroni and Cheese; Green Chile Mac; Tim's Macaroni and Cheese; Soul Food Macaroni and Cheese; Mushroom and Spinach Macaroni and Cheese.

(Tom McCorkle/For The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico)


Miso, maple syrup and orange play well with carrots' sweet and savory flavors. This elegant side comes together in one skillet in under a half-hour, making it a quick and easy crowd-pleaser. Get the recipe.
More carrots: Honey-Roasted Carrots With Carrot-Top Chimichurri; Carrot and Orange Salad; Roasted Carrots With Ayib and Awaze Vinaigrette.

(Tom McCorkle/For The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico)


Bring some colorful cheer to the table with these sweet and salty pomegranate-and feta-speckled sprouts. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Oven space is a hot commodity on Thanksgiving Day, so save yourself some trouble and put the air fryer to work. The kitchen gadget gives these lemon- and honey-glazed Brussels sprouts a beautifully brown and crispy exterior. Get the recipe.
More Brussels sprouts: Shaved Brussels Sprouts and Apple Salad; Roasted Brussels Sprouts With Apple and Sunflower Seeds; Roasted Brussels Sprout Leaves With Pecorino; Brussels Sprouts and Cauliflower Slaw With Oranges; Smoky White Beans and Brussels Sprouts; Caramelized Brussels Sprouts and Lentil Salad; Best Brussels Sprouts Ever.

(Tom McCorkle/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Tender potatoes, butternut squash and golden beets get the scalloped treatment in this dinner-party-ready dish. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Miso and smoked paprika are a dream team here, infusing the silky braised collard greens with a deep umami. Get the recipe.
More greens: Marinated Greens; Mustard Greens and Pecan Pesto; Greek Mixed Greens Pie With Phyllo Crust; Collard Greens.
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Food
Cooking chat: What is best type of apple for apple pie?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

Apple Crumble Pie. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal, Olga Massov | 2025-11-19
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Looking for more? Read on below:
	TK STORY
	TK STORY
	TK STORY

Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Food
5 turkey roasting tips to avoid dry, bland meat
No one wants a dry Thanksgiving turkey. Use these tips to help it stay moist and tender.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post; props by Limonata Creative for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson | 2025-11-19
Roasting a whole turkey can be difficult to do well, as evidenced by the large number of people who claim to dislike the bird because it's dry and bland. It is not the poultry's fault, though. Turkey in and of itself is not any drier than chicken. It all comes down how it's treated -- most importantly, that it's not overcooked.
There's a lot of turkey-roasting advice out there on how to achieve a moist, tender bird. (No, you do not need to baste it. Yes, there's an argument to be made for roasting it breast-side-down.) Here are five of our top tips for juicy, tender meat when it comes time to cook your turkey this Thanksgiving.
The most important step in avoiding dry turkey is not overcooking it. And as I've said time and time again, the best way to determine the doneness of any meat is with an instant-read thermometer. But even better is a leave-in probe thermometer, which continuously measures the temperature of the turkey without you needing to open the oven. The most useful models have an alarm you can set to go off once the turkey has reached your desired temperature. (I recommend this one from ThermoWorks.)
Speaking of temperature, the Agriculture Department says that the safe internal temperature for a turkey is 165 degrees. It recommends confirming this in the thickest part of the breast, innermost part of the thigh and innermost part of the wing, all away from the bone. However, because of the different compositions of white and dark meat, that is not the temperature many chefs choose when cooking turkey (and chicken).
Some recommend cooking breast meat as much as 15 degrees less, to just 150 degrees, for optimum juiciness and tenderness. You may think it unsafe, but eliminating bacterial risk is a function of both time and temperature. Salmonella "lethality" is achieved when turkey is maintained at 150 degrees for about 4 minutes. (It's about 3 minutes for chicken.) This is where that programmable probe thermometer also comes in handy because you can use it to monitor the temperature of the bird after it's out of the oven, too.
"But the time-temperature matrix depends on a number of factors, including the percentage of fat, relative humidity and how long the meat spends in the temperature zone of 50 to 130 degrees while it's heating," assistant recipes editor Becky Krystal wrote. "When the meat reaches 165 degrees, there is no need to factor in a holding time, as the meat at that point has already met the threshold of sufficient salmonella reduction. With so many variables, it's easy to see why the U.S. government has settled on this one safe temperature across the board."
Dark meat, on the other hand, becomes more tender the longer it cooks, as more connective tissue breaks down. This means it's great when cooked to 175 degrees and continues to improve up to about 210 degrees, at which point the flavor and texture start to deteriorate.
This large discrepancy in optimal temperatures is why the most persnickety cooks advocate for cooking a turkey in parts. For the more laid-back among us who decide to roast their turkey whole (or at least mostly so, as in the case of spatchcocking), you can slow down the cooking of the breast meat by shielding it with a layer or two of foil. (See assistant recipe editor Olga Massov's new recipe for Roast Turkey With Apple Cider Glaze.) This trick is better employed during the beginning of the cooking process rather than at the end, so that the skin can crisp up.

Tarragon-Butter Roasted Spatchcocked Turkey. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Spatchcocking, or butterflying, a turkey is when you remove the backbone (save it for stock) and flatten the bird. (If you don't want to or can't do it yourself, ask your butcher to do it for you.) This technique encourages more even cooking between the white meat and dark meat, especially in conventional ovens. Plus, your bird will cook in a fraction of the time compared with when left whole. Check out my Tarragon-Butter Roasted Spatchcocked (Butterflied) Turkey for one method.
Dry brining is a fancy term for sprinkling the turkey with salt and refrigerating it uncovered for up to 3 days. This seasons the meat throughout -- instead of just the surface -- and also makes it more tender. Is it completely necessary if you don't have the time or space? No. But it's a nice guardrail against overcooking. And as a bonus, the skin dries out, which helps it become nice and crispy when roasting.

Lemon and Herb Turkey in a Bag. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


A couple of Thanksgivings ago, Krystal recommended cooking a turkey in a roasting bag. "Using a bag has quite a few advantages, but the biggest are how much it can reduce the cook time and how it keeps the meat moist and juicy," Krystal wrote about her recipe for Turkey in a Bag With Lemon and Herbs. It works similarly to any other packet cooking method, such as the French en papillote, basically steaming the bird and gently infusing the meat with whatever aromatics you've included. The downside is that though the skin will brown, it will not get as crisp as other cooking methods.

Roast Turkey With Caramelized Onion and Miso Gravy. (Rey Lopez/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Last but certainly not least, your turkey needs to rest before carving -- at least 30 minutes and up to an hour or more (but no longer than 2 hours). This time is necessary for the bird to go through carryover cooking, then cooling down.
"The hotter the meat, the more energy the internal moisture has, leading to higher vapor pressure that pushes liquid outward when the meat is cut," Serious Eats editorial director Daniel Gritzer wrote. "As the meat rests (and therefore cools) that vapor pressure decreases, and so does the juice loss. It's not about reabsorption or thickening as the juices cool, which is another common explanation that's been offered over the years. It's simply about pressure." With that in mind, don't tent the bird with foil as it rests, which will only slow down the cooling process intended to prevent moisture loss. Instead of digging in right away, use that time to turn the turkey drippings into gravy, as in my Roast Turkey With Caramelized Onion and Miso Gravy.
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Arts & Entertainment
The 34 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
ZooLights and the DowntownDC Holiday Market return, the National Gallery of Art's ice rink reopens, and bars host viewing parties for the Washington Spirit.

(Fritz Hahn/TWP)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin | 2025-11-20
This week sees bright lights turn on across the region, including the openings of ZooLights at the National Zoo and the Garden of Lights at Brookside Gardens. Holiday markets abound, including the 2025 debut of the DowntownDC Holiday Market, and international offerings from Ukraine and Finland. "But it's not even Thanksgiving!" you cry? Fine: There's a Thanksgiving parade, too. "Wicked" fans have multiple opportunities to sing and celebrate the release of the musical movie's part 2, "Wicked: For Good." You can take a turn on the ice at the National Gallery of Art, cheer for the Washington Spirit as the team heads to the NWSL title game, explore works by hundreds of artists at the Umbrella Art Fair, or watch architects and designers create sculptures out of canned goods to benefit the Capital Area Food Bank.
The Night Run Club's Turkey Trot
Most Turkey Trots happen the morning of Thanksgiving, allowing runners to work up an appetite for the big meal. But if you're too busy cooking or traveling -- or maybe you'd just rather sleep in -- check out the Night Run Club. This D.C.- based evening run club for women is hosting its first Turkey Trot fundraiser for local nonprofit Bread for the City. The run is open to all runners of all speeds, and the meetup spot is at the Jefferson Drive entrance of the Smithsonian Metro stop. Runners are requested to wear bright clothing and are invited to help out by making a donation online or bringing gently used winter clothing and canned food to add to a donation bin. 7 p.m. Free; reserve a spot online. 
'Friends'-giving Trivia at Alamo Drafthouse
Alamo Drafthouse is hosting an evening event that goes way beyond your run-of-the-mill "Friends" trivia night: Every question in this "Friends"-giving trivia session is related specifically to the sitcom's classic Thanksgiving-themed episodes. Stream episodes like "The One With the Football" or "The One With All the Thanksgivings" to prepare, and you can compete by yourself or with a team of up to eight "Friends" fanatics. 7 p.m. Free; reserve a spot online.
Karaoke For Good: A Wicked Night of Singing at Metrobar
For the sake of other theatergoers, get your belting out before you settle in for a public showing of "Wicked: For Good." The  open-air bar in Northeast is hosting a karaoke night inspired by the movie -- but other Broadway and pop songs are also welcome. Rather dance it out? Come back on Friday at 7 p.m. for Metrobar's movie-inspired "low-key musical rave." 7 p.m. Free.
Birthday Bash at Her Diner
It has already been a year since Her Diner, the queer-inclusive brunch and bar spot, opened in Adams Morgan. To celebrate, the diner is hosting a birthday party featuring drag from Mia Vanderbilt, Citrine and other queens, plus  DJs and a happy hour all night long. It also announced new weekly specials (including the Monday night-only "Girl Dinner," with a Caesar salad, fries and martini). Come early on Thursday for the inaugural Corks and Forks night, where you can get $10 pasta and $25 wine bottles. 10 p.m. Free.
'Home, History Holidays' at The People's House
Believe it or not, the first president to celebrate Christmas at the White House was Benjamin Harrison, in 1889. The White House's festive traditions have come a long way since then: Learn about the impact made by first lady Jacqueline Kennedy's decorations, the first menorah in the Executive Residence, and other stories in "Home, History, Holidays." It's a temporary exhibition at the People's House, the immersive high-tech museum run by the nonprofit White House Historical Association. A week before the exhibit opens to the public, you can take a sneak peek at an after-hours party with seasonal cocktails and snacks. 6 to 8 p.m. $15.
Winter Lantern Festival at Tysons II
Neighborhood holiday displays might not be lit up yet, but this lights extravaganza in Tysons is already aglow, thanks to hundreds of Chinese lanterns illuminated by LEDs. Take a stroll through the glowing setup at Lerner Town Square at Tysons II, with food and drinks available from local vendors. The family-friendly festival also includes live performances by Chinese acrobats among the sea of fantastically shaped lanterns. Thursday to Sunday through mid-December, then daily, from 5 to 10 p.m. through Jan. 20. $18.99- $27.99. 
ZooLights at the National Zoo
As the government shutdown stretched on, some people wondered whether the National Zoo would have time to set up the holiday ZooLights display. Not to worry: Crews began setting up the popular attraction in September and have been working "fast and furious" in the past week to finish the job. Although you won't see any zoo residents while traversing paths lit by a million twinkling LED lights, you will meet more than 100 giant, glowing animal-shaped lanterns depicting a wide variety of species, some of which are animatronic. Pandas and elephants are prominent, of course, but you might not expect to come face to face with a komodo dragon, a porcupine with bristling quills or a bald eagle flapping its wings. New attractions this year include a sparkling kid-friendly maze, with photo ops hidden at dead ends, and a heated lounge with adult beverages, located through a lighted arch behind the Elephant House. Ice carvers work their magic on Friday nights, and choral groups and musicians perform Saturday and Sunday. Kids can ride the carousel, or roast s'mores outside the Elephant House, and older ZooLights fans might like to know that Dec. 17 is "Date Night," with admission limited to those 21 and older. Through Jan. 3. $9; free for children younger than 2. $19 for Date Night, which includes one alcoholic beverage. $30 for parking. Some activities, including the maze, carousel and train rides, have additional fees. 
DowntownDC Holiday Market
The decades-old DowntownDC Holiday Market got a much-needed glow-up last year as Brooklyn-based organizers the Makers Show took over the market, adding new shopping, food and drink options and changing the layout of the booths, located in two long aisles on F Street NW outside the Smithsonian American Art Museum. This year features more additions, with over 100 vendors selling their wares over four-plus weeks, including at least 20 making their debuts. New food offerings include Kat's King of Steaks, a cheesesteak operation from Daikaya chef Katsuya Fukushima, to go with Mason jars full of hot cocoa from S'mores N'More and mulled wine at a cocktail bar run by Dirty Habit. Live entertainment returns, with bands and singers performing at various times Thursday through Sunday. Through Dec. 23. Closed Thanksgiving Day. Free.
Garden of Lights at Brookside Gardens
More than 1 million lights decorate the flower beds, trees and paths at Brookside Gardens, where visitors can wander through rainbow tunnels, jump on color-changing lights and find a flock of twinkling flamingos next to a lake. The walking tour, with 25 stops, is about half a mile long. Through Jan. 4. $13.99 Sunday through Thursday, $16.99 Friday and Saturday; free for children age 5 and younger. Tickets are sold only online.
Umbrella Art Fair
More than 35,000 square feet of vacant downtown office space turns into an art gallery during this year's Umbrella Art Fair, which is headed to International Square on K Street NW. This is the art pop-up's fifth year, and visitors can expect to check out works by more than 100 artists from D.C. and beyond. Adjacent food hall the Square will be open for all of Umbrella, so you can refuel with a meal or drink after perusing the show. Keeping checking the event's website and social media for news about talks, performances and other programming during the Umbrella Art Fair, because some events may require a separate RSVP. Friday from 6 to 10 p.m., Saturday from noon to 10 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 8 p.m. Free; RSVP online.
Union Market Tree Lighting
The giant Christmas Tree outside Union Market is switched on with a musical performance by the New Samaritan Baptist Church and festive drink specials from the Suburbia cocktail trailer. Discounts from nearby businesses are available. 6 to 8 p.m. Free.
Frosted at Franklin Park
Take a detour on your way home (or to happy hour) to wander through Franklin Park and you'll be surrounded by thousands of holiday lights: icicle arches, giant snowflakes and stars, and other glowing photo ops. 4:30 p.m. to 7 a.m. daily through Jan. 4. Free.
THEARC's Thanksgiving Turkey Giveaway
The Town Hall Education Arts Recreation Campus (THEARC) in D.C.'s Ward 8 aims to give away more than 1,300 turkeys and fixings ahead of the Thanksgiving holiday, and volunteers are needed to help with tasks like packing boxes, welcoming visitors and handing out turkeys. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free; reserve a volunteer spot online.
Montgomery County Thanksgiving Parade
Montgomery County's answer to the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade sends 12-foot inflatable turkeys floating down Ellsworth Drive, Fenton Street, Georgia Avenue and Silver Spring Avenue in the heart of Silver Spring. This annual tradition features dancers, musicians, floats and a glimpse of Santa Claus to get kids pumped up for that big holiday coming up in December. 10 a.m. to noon. Free.
Washington Spirit NWSL Championship viewing parties
For the second year in a row -- and the third time in five years -- the Washington Spirit are heading to the NWSL's title game. And if the sold-out playoff games at "Rowdy" Audi Field have taught us anything, it's that you have way more fun cheering for the team when surrounded by supporters who are just as loud. The team has organized official viewing parties for Saturday's match against Gotham FC at Franklin Hall, near 14th and Florida Avenue NW; Astro Beer Hall at the Village at Shirlington; and the Denizens Brewing Co. taproom in Riverdale Park. Unofficial parties are popping up all over, including at the Roost, As You Are, A League of Her Own and Jackie Lee's. No matter where you go, early arrival is key: Franklin Hall, which is offering a DJ and drink specials, was packed well before kickoff in 2024. Kickoff is Saturday at 8 p.m. Eastern.
Electric Snappy's Tree-Tacular at Electric Cool-Aid
Last year, Electric Snappy's became one of our favorite holiday bars because, as far as we know, it's the only full-time Christmas tree lot in D.C. that shows "The Muppet Christmas Carol" on TVs while playing holiday tunes and selling bourbon-spiked hot apple cider or rich hot chocolate topped up with Chambord. What else would you expect from a collaboration between Petworth neighborhood spot Snappy's Small Bar and low-key Shaw frozen cocktail garden Electric Cool-Aid? "Drinking in a Christmas tree lot" might seem like an out-there concept, but close your eyes, inhale the fresh scent of pine needles and sap, and you'll be singing "Holly Jolly Christmas" in no time. Look for pop-up vendors, movie nights and other events throughout the season. Open Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Free.
'Wicked: For Good' debut party at JR's
The Dupont Circle LGBTQ+ bar hosts a celebration of movie musical "Wicked's" second installment, with $9 shots -- the green "Gravity" or a very pink "Popular." Drag queens Vagenesis and Citrine star as Elphaba and Glinda, respectively, and a DJ pumps out show tunes between "Wicked"-themed performances. 9 p.m. Free.
Punk Rock Flea Market and Food Drive at St. Stephen and the Incarnation Episcopal Church
Find a gift for the punk rocker in your life -- or something cool for yourself -- at this annual market held at Mount Pleasant's St. Stephen Church. This year offers new market merch, plus the usual array of art, vintage clothes, knick knacks, tattoos, records, many (many) band tees and more. Howard Wuelfing, author of the new zine collection "Descenes and Discords: An Anthology," will sign copies for the duration of the market. Entry is free, but make sure to bring canned goods for the food drive. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Finnish Christmas Bazaar at River Road Unitarian Church
Ambassador Leena-Kaisa Mikkola is the patron of Bethesda's  long-running Finnish Christmas Bazaar, which features vendors selling new Nordic art and clothing, vintage Finnish glassware and homeware, plenty of candy, and fresh baked goods. Proceeds benefit educational organizations in Finland and the U.S. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Ukrainian Christmas Bazaar at the Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family
There are two good reasons to go to the annual Ukrainian Christmas Bazaar, which fills the church hall and cafeteria of the Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family in Brookland. The first option is to go browse traditional Ukrainian goods: lavishly decorated pysanka Easter eggs, holiday ornaments, religious icons, traditional clothing, and vintage books, records, dolls and collectibles. The other is to skip the shopping and head straight for the lunch line, where you'll find pierogi, kovbasa, borscht and other homemade Ukrainian treats to snack on. Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Free.
'10x10 Invitational' exhibit opening at Pyramid Atlantic
The annual 10x10 art show at Hyattsville's Pyramid Atlantic Art Center has two rules: Works must measure exactly 10 inches by 10 inches, and they must be sold for $60. After that, anything goes -- you'll find prints, sculpture, drawings and mixed media competing for space on the walls. The completed gallery is stuffed with more than 380 pieces of art created by 223 artists, all of which are for sale to raise money for the nonprofit arts center. The opening reception features DJ Corey Castle and light refreshments, although the exhibit remains on display in its entirety through Dec. 4. 5 to 8:30 p.m. Free; RSVP required for opening reception.
Bed by 10pm at Soundcheck
If you're going to see Finnish trance DJ Darude celebrate the 25th anniversary of his megahit "Sandstorm" at Soundcheck on Friday night, plan on it being a late night. But if you're an elder millennial who wants to go out dancing but can't bear the thought of going to a club where the doors don't even open until 10 p.m.? Ugh. Maybe you should go to Soundcheck on Saturday, instead. Bed by 10pm gives you the full 5 hours of dancing to retro '80s, '90s and '00s club tunes -- starting at 3 p.m. instead of 10. You can even get dinner afterward, while all the young people are  waiting for the opening DJ to come on. 3 to 8 p.m. $30.
Poplar Spring Animal Sanctuary's Thanksgiving With the Turkeys
Turkeys are friends, not food -- and certainly not dinner -- at this Poolesville animal sanctuary's annual Thanksgiving potluck dinner party. You'll commune with the turkeys that call this 400-acre refuge overlooking the Potomac River home, and meet other rescued animals that live at Poplar Spring Animal Sanctuary. Bring a vegan dish (either savory or sweet) to share with the group, and after dinner, watch as Poplar Spring's pigs enjoy their own meal of donated Halloween pumpkins. Noon to 4 p.m. $12.51 for online tickets; free for children under 12.
Project GiveBack at University of the District of Columbia
The University of the District of Columbia is home base for Project GiveBack's 31st annual Thanksgiving food distribution event. Early risers can sign up to unpack and organize food beginning at 5 a.m., and other volunteer opportunities include assembling food baskets, making deliveries and cleaning up. This year's goal is to provide grocery baskets to 5,500 families. Wear warm layers, because much of the volunteering activity takes place outside in a covered parking lot. 5 a.m., 7 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. volunteer slots. Free; registration required online
Canstruction at the National Building Museum
Cans of tuna fish, tomato sauce and cut green beans are transformed into works of art during the annual Canstruction competition in the Great Hall of the National Building Museum. Dozens of teams from D.C. architecture and design firms construct sculptures using canned goods, which are on view for a week before being donated to the Capital Area Food Bank. This year's theme is "World Architecture," which should make the competition even tougher than last year's "Construction Tools and Equipment." Drop-in activities are held throughout the week (see the museum's calendar), and visitors are encouraged to bring a donation of a canned good to vote for their favorite sculpture. Through Dec. 1. Free.
Falling for Myself Market at Femme Fatale
Shop size- and gender-inclusive vintage and upcycled fashion, try treats from D.C. croissanterie Toimoi Bakery, dance to live DJs, browse work by local artists, sit for a tarot reading or browse for your next read at a pop-up new and used books shop -- the Connecticut Avenue shop is hosting about three dozen vendors in all. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Puzzle Swap at Mount Pleasant Neighborhood Library
Looking to refresh your puzzle collection before the cozy winter hibernation season begins? Bring your gentle used puzzles to the Mount Pleasant Neighborhood Library and swap it for something new to you, and meet other puzzle enthusiasts as you search. For puzzlers in Northeast Washington, there are upcoming swaps at Takoma Park Library (Dec. 2) and Northeast Neighborhood Library (Dec. 14). 2 to 4 p.m. Free.
'The Grinch' at National Harbor
Who says outdoor movies are just for summer? Bundle up the kids and head  to National Harbor for "The Grinch" on a giant LED screen as part of the "Holiday Movies on the Potomac" series. Pick up a picnic at a nearby restaurant, and there's plenty of room to run around if younger viewers get antsy before the Grinch's heart grows three sizes. Sunday at 2 p.m. Free.
Everything but the Turkey at the Edlavitch DCJCC
The Edlavitch DCJCC has the Thanksgiving sides covered for its long-running Everything but the Turkey program, where volunteers gather to make yams, green beans, stuffing, collard greens and more as part of a partnership with DC Central Kitchen. The multiday affair invites you to help with all the chopping, mixing and grating before these dishes will be distributed to those in need by DC Central Kitchen. Pick and choose among volunteer sessions, whether it's part of the setup crew; a session with hundreds of fellow volunteers; or programs just for teens or young professionals age 21 to 45, which is followed by a happy hour. The program for young families is sold out. Various times through Monday. $10-$22 donation requested to help offset the cost of supplies. Advance online registration required.
Last call for Shakers
The latest LGBTQ+ bar closing its doors on Ninth and U streets is Shakers, the divey, drag-forward bar across from  9:30 Club. It's too late to catch Season 3 of Mx Shakers, the bar's eight-week drag competition, live on its stage, but there's still time to grab one last drink and say goodbye. After Sunday, the building that houses Shakers will change hands to the owner of Kiki, a neighboring LGBTQ+ bar, who intends to keep the space dedicated to the community. 2 p.m. to midnight. Free.
Karaoke: For Good at As You Are
This karaoke night isn't just for "Defying Gravity" and "Dancing Through Life" from "Wicked." Queue up any Broadway song you want to belt, from the "Hamilton" soundtrack to the "Aladdin" score to ... something from "Glee"? 7 p.m. to midnight. Free.
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden Ice Rink opens
There are plenty of outdoor ice rinks in the D.C. area, but when it comes to atmosphere, skating in the National Gallery of Art's Sculpture Garden is in a class of its own. Where else can you twirl around the ice within view of major sculptures by Alexander Calder and Tony Smith, or be surrounded by the monumental facades of the National Archives and the National Gallery of Art? After uncertainty caused by the government shutdown, the rink is  ready to welcome visitors of all abilities. Tickets include two 45-minute sessions on the ice, with a 15-minute resurfacing session in between. Head to the Pavilion Cafe for hot cocoa afterward. Open 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday through Thursday and 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday and Saturday, through March 1. $15; $12 for ages 12 and younger and 60 and older, military servicemembers and students. $7 skate rental. Free lockers (first come, first served).
Washingtonian Problems Holiday Party at Bar Japonais
Washingtonian Problems has evolved from a social media account full of memes about living in D.C. to a forum for local residents to share videos and commentary documenting their experiences throughout a tumultuous year. The group puts a bow on 2025 -- for now, anyway -- with its annual Friendsgiving party, allowing natives and transplants to laugh and gripe in real life at Bar Japonais. Tickets include one drink, passed appetizers, a tote bag and a raffle ticket. 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. $20.
'To Die For: A Cookbook of Gravestone Recipes' at Mount Pleasant Neighborhood Library
Some epitaphs note familial relationships, great accomplishments or religious texts. Not the ones author Rosie Grant documents in her new cookbook, where she explores recipes engraved on headstones from around the world. Like her best-selling book, her talk at the Mount Pleasant Library explores memories, tastes and traditions. Books will be available for purchase at the event. 6 to 7:30. Free.
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Music
20 years after Chris Whitley died, I can't shake his earthy, gutting songs
After a brief flirtation with the mainstream, Houston's Chris Whitley carved one of rock's more fascinating paths. It's time to rediscover him.

Chris Whitley performs circa 1995, the year he released his sophomore album. (Ebet Roberts/Redferns/Getty Images)


By Tim Carman | 2025-11-20
The last time I heard Chris Whitley in person was nearly 22 years ago, when he performed a solo show at Jammin' Java in Vienna, Virginia. It was a cold February night, and Chris wasn't helping with his lonely stomp-box-and-steel-guitar arrangements. His performance felt restless, sometimes mechanical, as if searching for a spark to reignite songs that were little more than dying embers in his head.
Two moments stick in my mind with something approaching clarity: For some reason, Chris started fielding requests, even for songs not by his own hand. I shouted out "Pancho and Lefty," the elliptical Townes Van Zandt yarn that I suspect appealed to Chris's outlaw sensibilities. He perked up for a second, launched into the song but stopped halfway through because he couldn't remember the lyrics. I've held onto this memory for 20 years like a keepsake, yet I find no mention of his fumbling, half-finished "Pancho and Lefty" in an archive of that night's performance. I swear I'm not making this up.
The other moment came after the show. Fueled by equal parts alcohol and nostalgia for my time as a music writer in Houston, I approached Chris and tried to strike up the kind of conversation we'd had years ago. He was kind, if slightly manic, but his eyes were wide and hollow in his gaunt frame. He seemed as if he had sunk deep into himself, untouchable by those living on this plane.
I would never see Chris again.
He died of lung cancer less than two years later, on Nov. 20, 2005, in Houston, the place of his birth. He was 45. Many of his fans were shocked, but those who knew him were not surprised. He lived close to the ground, flew close to the sun, seemingly unconcerned by the dangers each presented. Friends and colleagues, it seemed, were always worried about the lifestyle he led. They listened to his music not just for pleasure but for clues to the demons that sought to control him.
Two decades have passed since Chris's death, and his music -- almost mainstream, long a cult fave -- has moved further into obscurity with each passing year. Chris's gradual irrelevance feels like the kind of indifference that comes from a generation or two that never fully grasped, let alone supported, a great artist whose moment in the spotlight was cut short. My hope is that time has not fully passed him by -- that perhaps America can rediscover Chris Whitley and come to love this dirty angel with the otherworldly voice.
I was an evangelist for Chris even before his death, but it's a complicated gospel to preach. Without proper guidance, the unconverted may first reach for "Din of Ecstasy," Chris's 1995 sophomore album that flirted with dissonance, feedback, drug culture and maybe even madness. This is not the place to start your journey; it's like trying your hand at abstract algebra when you haven't mastered even basic math. "Din of Ecstasy" rewards only the most dedicated listeners.
The better place to start is "Living With the Law," his 1991 debut on Columbia Records that introduced Chris to audiences around the globe.
It was an album that felt lived in, bottled straight from his own life. As a boy, he lived in Houston, Dallas, Oklahoma City and Weston, Connecticut, before his parents split up, and he, his mother and his siblings relocated to a Mexican border town. Chris apparently dropped out of high school to start life anew in New York, where he busked on the sidewalks and played Bleecker Street clubs for chump change. He eventually moved to Belgium, where he married, had a child and performed with his wife, Helene Gevaert, in the band Noh Rodeo. He returned to Manhattan, soon to be discovered by the recording industry, which launched a bidding war over his ability to channel the blues through his idiosyncratic lens.
Chris had crossed over into his 30s by the time "Law" was released, and the album synthesized his many influences -- the raw electricity of the blues, the metaphor-rich verse of Bob Dylan, the nomadic isolation of his childhood -- into a singular, hard-to-classify sound. Reading the reviews from the period reflect the difficulty of the task: Critics call his music fantasy blues, country blues, truck stop rock-and-roll, blues-drenched rock, even a "front porch bluesy sound" in notices that were generally very favorable and sometimes outright gushing.

Whitley in Harvard Square in Cambridge, Massachusetts, in 1991. (Michael Brennan/Getty Images)


I was one of those fawning critics when I was employed at the Houston Post, another major influence on my life, likewise gone too soon. "His stark, dark, and alienated Southern-fried blues feels like driving down a dusty country road at night ... with no headlights," I wrote in August 1991 in a review that you cannot access online. Not my best work, but it painted a picture.
It's difficult to divorce "Living With the Law" from its time. In the summer of 1991, the pop charts were awash with frothy things from EMF, Paula Abdul, Bryan Adams, Amy Grant, Lenny Kravitz and DJ Jazzy Jeff & the Fresh Prince. Compared to this ear candy, "Living With the Law" sounded like it crawled out of hell. Chris's lyrics were grim, even on his single "Poison Girl," its pop-rock rhythms concealing a much heavier tale:
I be waiting uptown
While she gone underground for a ride
I be waiting uptown
While she passes some trick on the side
The rest of the album spoke of death, love and the afterlife; apparitions passing through prison walls; and the casual cruelties of romantic relationships. Malcolm Burn's production made all this Sturm und Drang palatable by borrowing the wide-open atmospherics employed by his mentor, Daniel Lanois (then celebrated for his work with Brian Eno for U2), whose home studio in New Orleans served as the site for this recording session. Despite its acclaim, though, "Living With the Law" was built on an empty promise: With its polish, the record was a warped reflection of how Chris saw himself, as I learned by reading the superb Substack All Things Chris Whitley, founded by Sandra Dewitz, who goes by Katie.
A retired professor and administrator at San Jose State University, Katie jumped on the Chris bandwagon years after many others had found it too bumpy and uncomfortable; she messaged me recently. She first heard Chris in the late 1990s while driving home from a conference in Big Sky, Montana. Perhaps not surprisingly, "Big Sky Country" came over the radio; two years later, she finally looked up the song, learned about its songwriter and has been devoted to his work ever since. Her newsletter, which evolved out of her earlier work on other platforms, delves deep into the history of Chris's albums, his guitar tunings, even his love life.
Katie's project is illustrative of the effect that Chris's music has on people, even now. His major-label recording career lasted only six years, spanning three albums. He moved to independent labels, where his music continued to challenge listeners. He released one genuine masterpiece, "Dirt Floor," a 1998 solo work recorded in a single day at a Vermont farmhouse owned by his father. The title track may be a meditation on death, or it may be a metaphor about grounding yourself in what's important. Either way, the song will rip your guts out.
Those who have spent time with Chris's catalogue -- including "Rocket House," a mesmerizing scratch-and-riff, techno-rock collaboration with DJ Logic on Dave Matthews's ATO label -- tend to fall hard for it. Take Matthews, who once told Billboard, "Honestly, I feel more passion for his music than I do for my own. My music I'm critical of. But I have a fervent, religious devotion to the magic that Chris makes."
But the testimony that hits me hardest is a quote from Vernon Reid, the guitarist and founder of Living Colour. He's interviewed as part of "Dust Radio," a 2017 documentary that digs into the legacy of Chris. Reid looks directly at the camera and says, "His music?" He pauses, then tilts his head down to stare up from under the brim of his straw fedora, as if to make sure you understand the seriousness of his point. "His music? He's one of the greatest ever for me."
These devotees are responding, I think, not just to Chris's songs but to his tunnel-visioned commitment to his craft. That was the lesson Chris seemed to learn from "Living With the Law." He would never compromise again, a trait he might have absorbed from his mother, a sculptor. As he says in a clip in the documentary: "If I try to compromise, it's just creative suicide. I lose whatever I actually have." His fidelity to his art no doubt cost him more than he could measure: success and money, for sure, but perhaps something less tangible, too, such as peace. His zeal has certainly been passed along to his daughter, Trixie, a fine musician in her own right.

Whitley performs in 1992 in Landgraaf, the Netherlands. (Frans Schellekens/Redferns/Getty Images)


My involvement with Chris's life, as tiny and tangential as it was, came full circle when he died. After his death, his caretaker reached out to the Musicians Benevolent Society of Houston, a small nonprofit that provided assistance to musicians who had fallen on hard times and couldn't cover their rent, utilities, prescription drugs or other small bills. I was then a board member of MBS, and together we voted to provide $1,000 to help cover the final expenses of Chris's too-brief life.
As a thank-you, the caretaker graciously sent us CDs of Chris's music. I placed mine next to the ones I already owned, all within easy reach of my sound system. It's music that can slip past your defenses and make you grapple with the darkness. It's music that helps keep me grounded, just as it did with Chris.
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Art
In time for 'KPop Demon Hunters' mania, a major Korean art show lands in the U.S.  
A new Smithsonian exhibition draws from a vast Korean collection to the tell the story of the country's visual culture. Curators are expecting a large (and young) crowd.

Installation shot of "Korean Treasures: Collected, Cherished, Shared" at the National Museum of Asian Art, Smithsonian Institution. (Colleen J. Dugan/National Museum of Asian Art, Smithsonian Institution)


By Kelsey Ables | 2025-11-20
On a weekday afternoon this fall, the largest museum in South Korea looked as if it were preparing for a K-pop concert. Outside, a maze of crowd control barriers had been installed. A sign at the gift shop warned of "high visitor traffic." And no, another sign asserted, the shop no longer has the merch they know you came to buy. If buildings could talk, this museum would be asking you to chill.
This year, the National Museum of Korea has seen more than 5 million visitors, a record-breaking figure that places it near the Met and the British Museum. The influx has been attributed in part to the soaring popularity of "KPop Demon Hunters," a movie about an evil-fighting girl group that is rich with references to Korean visual culture -- including a dim-witted creature named Derpy who is based on a folk-art tiger. (Again, his souvenir pin is SOLD OUT.)
Now, the National Museum of Korea is sharing some of that love with D.C. as one of the primary lending institutions in the largest exhibition of Korean art in the Smithsonian National Museum of Asian Art's history. The show, "Korean Treasures: Collected, Cherished, Shared," opened Saturday (following a delayed start due to the government shutdown) and includes over 200 works and a dozen national treasures, making strides in museum representation for Korea, which has long been treated as a sidepiece to better-endowed collections of Japanese and Chinese art in Western museums.

"Clearing after Rain on Mount Inwang" by Jeong Seon (1676--1759), Joseon dynasty, 1751. Hanging scroll; ink on paper. National Treasure. (National Museum of Korea) 


Chase F. Robinson, the museum's director, called it "the biggest thing that's going to happen this decade in Korean art history in North America."
The Museum of Asian Art expects the show to "not only be popular, but to skew quite young," Robinson said, noting that the institution has boosted its Korean programming in recent years. "We're as enthusiastic and fanboyish or fangirlish as anyone else is with Korean popular culture," he said. "But also it's important that we understand, our audience understands, the deep wellsprings of creativity in Korean culture."
Korean culture has permeated nearly every aspect of life: K-pop's ear worms have wiggled their way into our heads. K-dramas have flooded streaming services. K-food has sold out at grocery stores. K-beauty products crowd shelves at makeup stores. The phenomenon is often dubbed the "Korean wave."
The NMAA exhibition both rides and cuts deeper than the trends, showing the visual world of a country that went from shunning outsiders (it was once referred to as the Hermit Kingdom) to accruing enviable soft power on the global stage. Here, Korean culture is no wave, it simply flows.
"You do walk around with a really strong sense not only of the extraordinary traditions of what I'll call premodern Korean arts, but also a discernibly Korean trajectory of modernism," said Robinson, describing the show as "capacious."

"The Flower Garland Sutra (Avatamsaka Sutra), Vol. 15" Goryeo dynasty, 13th -- 14th century. Concertina book; gold on indigo-dyed paper. (National Museum of Korea)


Sunglim Kim, a professor of Korean art history at Dartmouth College, sees the rise of K-culture as part of a larger story. Chinoiserie popularized Chinese visual culture in 18th century Europe, and Edo-period woodblock prints spread Japanese aesthetics to the West, influencing impressionism and art nouveau. "It is not an isolated trend," she said, "but the latest chapter in the centuries-long dialogue between East Asia and the world."
For Kim, who years ago did her Ph.D. under a Chinese art professor because no one at her university taught Korean art, the Smithsonian exhibition marks a vital chapter. The show reflects "a decisive shift from viewing Korean art as a regional adjunct to China and Japan toward recognizing it as an autonomous and essential voice within world art history," she said.
The exhibition draws from the collection of Lee Kun-hee, the late controversy-ensnared Samsung chairman, who was an avid art collector. During his life, Lee was convicted of bribery and tax evasion, and a Samsung warehouse holding art was even raided as part of an investigation; he was later pardoned in both cases. After Lee died in 2020, his family, facing the largest estate tax bill in South Korean history, gifted more than 23,000 works, amassed by Lee and his equally art-obsessed father, Samsung Founder Lee Byung-chul, to several Korean museums.
The collection has played an important role in constructing a continuous art-historical narrative in a country fragmented both by Japanese colonialism and the Korean War. Lee Byung-chul sought to "reestablish the Korean identity," said Kim, while his son, Lee Kun-hee, worked to expand the collection, uniting the classical and the contemporary.

South Korea: National Museum of Korea in Seoul (2013, Daniel Kalker/picture-alliance/dpa/AP Images)


Some have criticized the gift for reflecting the Samsung family's seemingly vast influence over South Korean society, as the country's infamous chaebols (family-run conglomerates) are known to have. But it's also driven crowds: In 2022, during the closing weekend of an exhibition of works from the collection in Seoul, the average wait for entry was four hours, ARTNews reported.
Sunwoo Hwang, NMAA's inaugural curator of Korean art, described Lee's taste as "wide and broad." Works in the show stretch hundreds of years from Korea's Three Kingdoms period, a roughly 700-year era that ended in the 7th century A.D., to the 20th century.

Drum stand, Joseon dynasty, 19th century, from the exhibition "Korean Treasured: Collected, Cherished." (National Museum of Korea) 


There are challenges to building a show around a collection. It can be uneven in quality, not comprehensive and risk feeling too much like a story about a collector.
So curators sought to find stories "you can relate to across time," said Hwang, pointing to a piece of calligraphy describing the pain of losing his son. "So it's not just about Korean art, but trying to understand the lives of Koreans."
Then there are the parts that are just fun: A lion-shaped drum, rich with color and personality, is likely to remind knowing viewers of Derpy, Hwang said. She thinks it'll be hit.
J. Keith Wilson, curator of Ancient Chinese Art at the museum, who worked on the show, said they chose to tell the story through themes, rather than, say, chronologically. "Sometimes, I've thought of our presentation as almost like a series of boutiques," he said.

"Portrait of Jo Hangjin" by Yi Myeonggi. Joseon dynasty, late 18th -- early 19th century. Hanging scroll; ink and color on silk. (National Museum of Korea) 


If these were boutiques, "chaekgado" paintings, which look like the curated bookshelves of the pandemic era, would surely find buyers among D.C.'s talking heads. Meanwhile, the clothing of Joseon-era portrait subjects, which boast traditional patterns similar those on the costumes the girl group wears in "Demon Hunters," would sell out. The portrait's faces, however, would likely serve as advertisements for a skin care shop: Rendered with a painful, pimply realism, these Joseon-era men look as if they've never even heard of a K-beauty ritual.
Wilson hopes the show will put the NMAA on the map for Korean art in a new way. The museum was early to exhibiting Korean works, with a substantive collection of celadon wares, but hasn't expanded that collection much, a reality that is part of a wider picture of East Asian art in museums in the West.
"Often the Korean story was invisible or only incompletely told," Wilson said.
That is slowly changing. NMAA said it will soon announce a number of Korean art acquisitions. Several institutions, including NMAA, have appointed their first curators of Korean art in recent years. Kim, the Dartmouth professor, recently contributed two chapters to Pearson's new edition of "Art History," a book that previously folded Korea in with Chinese art. Past covers routinely featured Western art, but this edition, published earlier this year, highlights the magpie and tiger motif that "Demon Hunters" would later skyrocket to viral fame.

Derpy, a dim-witted creature based on a folk-art tiger, with Rumi, a member of the evil-fighting group in the hit movie, "Kpop Demon Hunters." (Netflix) 


To Dae Young Kim, a sociology professor at George Mason University who studies the reception of Korea popular culture in the United States, it makes sense that this particular movie has fueled an interest in Korean aesthetics.
"Korean music is very much a fusion and has very little Korean-ness, except that the songs are sung in Korean," he said, but the film "seems to really bring out the Korean elements much more strongly."
Toward the end of the movie, the girl group, in a singing battle, performs in front of a huge screen showing five jagged mountains against a royal blue sky, accented with a red sun and a white moon.

When they aren't selling out stadiums, K-pop superstars Rumi, Mira and Zoey use their secret identities as badass demon hunters to protect their fans from an ever-present supernatural threat. Together, they must face their biggest enemy yet -- an irresistible rival boy band of demons in disguise. (Netflix) 



"Sun, Moon, and Five Peaks," Joseon dynasty, 19th century. Six-panel folding screen; ink and color on paper. (National Museum of Korea)


The image may, at first, scan as just a pretty background. But the same painting appears in a folding screen in the NMAA show. And in Korea, it plays on repeat at historic sites. During the Joseon era, that image, "irworobongdo," was created solely for the king, "symbolizing his presence and authority," according to the exhibition's catalogue.
There's no king nor K-pop star standing front of it in D.C., but it is displayed in an exhibition of long-underappreciated Korean art. Perhaps it does precisely the same thing.
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Movies
'Sentimental Value' delivers one (or more) of 2025's best performances
Renate Reinsve is transcendent, and just one of many reasons to see Joachim Trier's latest artistic triumph.

Stellan Skarsgard and Renate Reinsve in "Sentimental Value." (Christian Belgaux/Neon)


By Monica Hesse | 2025-11-20
One of the stealthier ways to assess the talent of an actress is to watch her play an actress on film. A role within a role -- an exercise requiring her not only to pretend to be another person, but to pretend to be another person pretending to be another person, layer upon layer upon layer. Ariana Grande weirdly comes to mind: Until you see her playacting as a merely decent singer on "Saturday Night Live," you don't appreciate her true vocal talents, or her keen ear for discerning what separates decent from great.
In Joachim Trier's family drama "Sentimental Value," we are treated to two versions of this: Elle Fanning and Renate Reinsve both play thespians -- Fanning a Hollywood starlet named Rachel, Reinsve an Oslo stage veteran named Nora -- who (spoiler alert) find themselves occupying the same character and delivering the same monologue. Rachel delivers it serviceably, in the way of mass-market leading ladies, and her adequate execution only makes it clear that Fanning is actually a very good actress. Nora delivers it excellently, and her quiet, unfussy execution makes it clear that Reinsve has offered us one of the most transcendent performances of the year.
The role in question was written by Nora's estranged father, Gustav (Stellan Skarsgard), a celebrated, self-centered director whose latest project is the semiautobiographical retelling of a tragedy in the family's past. He's written the lead with Nora in mind, but she refuses to accept the part; their relationship is too fragile to withstand a professional collaboration. So, while attending a retrospective of his own work, Gustav instead befriends and casts Rachel, whose A-list status guarantees the project's financing but who cannot possibly imagine the emotional weight she will now be expected to carry.
Co-written by Trier and his longtime collaborator, Eskil Vogt, "Sentimental Value" is billed as a story about a father and daughters' complicated relationship with each other. But it's equally about their complicated relationship with their art. Nora talks about the pleasure and relief of slipping into other people's skin, a transformation that allows her to escape the noise in her own head. Gustav cannot figure out how to tell his family he loves them, but he pens them the most beautiful roles (his younger daughter, Agnes -- played by Inga Ibsdotter Lilleaas -- was the child star of his most famous film). Despite his desire to work with his older daughter, we learn that Gustav has never sat through a full performance of one of Nora's plays, which she interprets as pathological uninterest but which might, in a twisted way, actually be deep love: Because he viscerally understands the vulnerability of performance, Gustav cannot stand to watch Nora expose herself unless he is the director keeping her safe.
In one scene, Rachel tells Gustav she's having a hard time understanding the motivation of the character he's asked her to play, a fictionalized version of his own mother. Gustav, whom Skarsgard plays tremendously as both swaggering and fading, responds by asking her what she thinks the character is feeling. You get the sense that he is asking not as a skilled director, but rather as the small boy who never figured out his mom, who wishes he could have, and who hopes that by re-creating his family on-screen, he'll finally see the answers he couldn't get to in real life.

Inga Ibsdotter Lilleaas, left, and Elle Fanning in "Sentimental Value." (Kasper Tuxen Andersen/Neon)


The film is steeped in melancholy, a world populated by people who understand they are not exactly all right but don't quite understand why. They are haunted by generational trauma. Father and daughters move about their grand old house -- a character in itself, with cracks spreading like vines and strange acoustic oddities -- which begins as the family's homestead and then slowly transforms into a movie set: Gustav wants to film his new project on location. At times, it's not clear when this family of artists is acting and when they're not, or whether they even know the difference.
All of this might come across as either depressing or erudite, but "Sentimental Value" is neither. The world feels, instead, lived-in and deeply human: an emotional palette that will seem familiar to fans of Trier and Reinsve's previous collaboration, 2021's critically acclaimed subversive romantic comedy "The Worst Person in the World." It feels less like a movie and more like the old house has opened its doors and allowed us to peek inside for a few rambling hours.
And by the time Reinsve delivers her version of the monologue, it feels less like watching an actress playing an actress, and more like watching a daughter finally understand something about her father, and her sister, and her grandmother and her home -- and, in so doing, finally understand something about herself.
R. At area theaters. Contains some language, including a sexual reference, and brief nudity. In Norwegian and English with subtitles. 134 minutes.
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Theater
Three new plays about parenting -- including yet another 'Frankenstein'
Mosaic's "A Case for the Existence of God," Synetic's "Frankenstein" and Studio's "The Mother Play" explore the pains and perils of parenthood from strikingly different viewpoints.

From left, Zoe Mann, Kate Eastwood Norris and Stanley Bahorek in "The Mother Play: A Play in Five Evictions" at Studio Theatre. (Margot Schulman)


By Chris Klimek | 2025-11-20
To look at the current and imminent movies "Springsteen: Deliver Me From Nowhere," "Jay Kelly," "Sentimental Value," "Train Dreams," "Hamnet" and even Guillermo Del Toro's new "Frankenstein" is to conclude that absent, neglectful or abusive dads are the defining theme of awards season. Similarly, a trio of DMV plays are exploring the pains and perils of parenthood: "A Case For the Existence of God" is about a pair of first-year baby daddies, Synetic's "Frankenstein" (the fourth local version of the tale in six months) has Prometheus creating a monster, and "The Mother Play" takes a hard look at how the obligations between parents and children shift as the decades pile up.

Lee Osorio, left, as Ryan and Jaysen Wright as Keith in Mosaic Theater Company's "A Case for the Existence of God." (Chris Banks)


Samuel D. Hunter's tender 2022 drama about two single dads of infant daughters connecting across boundaries of race, sexual orientation and education gets a sturdy staging from Danilo Gambini for Mosaic Theater Company. It's a bravura showcase for actors Lee Osorio and Jaysen Wright.
Wright's Keith is a mortgage broker who wants nothing more than to adopt the baby girl he's been fostering for almost a year -- a process that's imperiled when a relative of the baby's birth mother learns Keith is gay. Ryan is a soon-to-be-divorced factory worker who comes to Keith seeking a loan to buy a plot of land once occupied by his ancestors. He's terrified he'll lose shared custody of his 1-year-old.
These two pops are the same age, as are their little girls, but every other demographic detail between them is a chasm. When Keith describes an experience as "harrowing," Ryan is just as flummoxed by the fancy adjective as he is by the lending-industry lingo in his mortgage application. But he's emotionally intelligent enough to eventually say, "I think we share a specific kind of sadness, you and I." To Keith, who still carries the scars of growing up Black and queer in Twin Falls, Idaho, such vulnerability from a guy who plainly does not recall how cruel he was to Keith in high school is shocking.
Hunter previously established himself as a skilled chronicler of red-state isolation in plays like "A Bright New Boise" and "The Whale" (which became a divisive-but-Oscar-winning 2022 film). He reaches for something profound by just letting these guys talk over increasingly whiskey-fueled, decreasingly mortgage-focused meetings in Keith's six-windowed cube of an office, which scenic designer Nadir Bey eventually transforms into something more symbolic. He gets there, too.
A Case for the Existence of God, through Dec. 14 at Atlas Performing Arts Center in Washington. 100 minutes, no intermission. mosaictheater.org.

Maryam Najafzada, left, as Gaia and Vato Tsikurishvili as the Creature in Synetic Theater's "Frankenstein; or, the Modern Prometheus." (Katerina Kato)


There are Frankensteins where the poor Creature speaks fluently, like he does in Mary Shelley's immortal novel, and others where his vocabulary is confined to howls and moans. Synetic Theater has now done both. Reviewing a 2006 "Frankenstein" by Synetic co-founder Paata Tsikurishvili and Nathan Weinberger, then-Washington Post theater critic Peter Marks wrote, "The stolid dialogue ... sometimes sounds as if it's from the stilted age when horror-movie talkies were born."
Little wonder, then, that for their new iteration of the monster mash, Tsikurishvili and Weinberger (as director and dramaturge/adapter, respectively) have eighty-sixed speech altogether, along with the particulars of Shelley's story, keeping just the premise of a terrifyingly strong artificial man who revenges himself upon on his deadbeat dad.
Prometheus is not merely a mythological allusion here, as in the full title of Shelley's novel, but the principal character, played by Synetic company member Alex Mills. In this version, set in some blasted apocalyptic wilderness, it's Prometheus who cobbles together a zombie out of corpse parts. The MacGuffin of the Prometheus myth, Fire, gets embodied by an actor, too, in Philip Fletcher. It sounds confusing because it is.
The Creature is brought to menacing, pitiable life by the burly but graceful Vato Tsikurishvili. There's no denying the visceral power of his birth scene: He crawls toward us, shivering and hyperventilating from the shock of sudden consciousness, before Prometheus tries to help him walk on two feet. It's a pity he doesn't rise from Prometheus's makeshift operating table (the set and props are by Phil Charlwood) until a third of the way through the show, which buzzes with Synetic's usual athleticism and conceptual ambition but is also opaque, repetitive and -- in the multiuse confines of the Thomas Jefferson Theatre -- simply difficult to see.
Erik Teague's costumes, for example, reveal fascinating textures and detail in the production photos, giving the Creature patches of exposed musculature and another character gruesomely gouged-out eyes. But even sitting just a few rows from the stage, those costumes read only as an undifferentiated collection of rags. In their effort to conjure a unified mood of foreboding, Teague and lighting designer Brian S. Allard have cannibalized each other's imaginative work.
Maryam Najafzada plays Gaia, a young woman driven to madness and self-mutilation by the death of her baby. Shelley had already experienced the loss of one child when she wrote "Frankenstein," and only her fourth would survive to adulthood, so this tragic extratextual material is apt. But without any projected title cards or even a plot synopsis to help us follow, this overlong variation on an already much-explored theme is more puzzling than exhilarating.
Frankenstein; or, the Modern Prometheus, through Nov. 23 at Thomas Jefferson Community Theatre in Arlington. 95 minutes, no intermission. synetictheater.org.

From left, Zoe Mann, Kate Eastwood Norris and Stanley Bahorek in "The Mother Play: A Play in Five Evictions." (Margot Schulman)


DMV native Paula Vogel has previously taken inspiration from her brother and her mother for "The Baltimore Waltz" and the Pulitzer-winning "How I Learned to Drive," respectively. "The Mother Play: A Play in Five Evictions," which director Margot Bordelon has brought to Studio Theatre following its Jessica Lange-starring Broadway debut last year, is Vogel's most openly autobiographical drama. It traces 40-odd years in her relationship with hard-drinking single mom Phyllis and sensitive brother Carl from 1964 through the 2000s.
Kate Eastwood Norris is a jittery marvel as Phyllis, who never wanted kids and is mortified that she wound up with a pair of queer ones. Vogel's stand-in, Martha (played by Zoe Mann, also our narrator), is 12 years old as the show opens, and more reliant on Carl for paternal nurturing than Phyllis, who's too busy trying to make rent on their roach-infested Adelphi, Maryland, apartment to offer much affection or advice. (To create that roach infestation, Shawn Boyle has created projections more, what's the word, harrowing than the ones in Synetic's "Frankenstein.")
At 14, Carl is already prone to swooning pronouncements such as "I am the lost Romanov!" But he's also the one who, after Martha suffers a sexual assault on the school bus, gives his little sister practical Shakespearean-comedy-style advice on how to dress and walk defensively -- that is, as a man.
Phyllis's kids never stop trying to educate and forgive her as the decades grind along, from the free-loving '60s to the plague-stricken '80s and beyond. Mann sells the illusion of growing from a precocious preadolescent to an exhausted middle-aged woman with skill, and as Carl, Stanley Bahorek finds little ways to show us he probably isn't quite the selfless saint of Martha's mournful memory. For Bordelon and her cast to convey so much in so little time is a remarkable achievement.
The Mother Play: A Play in Five Evictions, through Jan. 4 at Studio Theatre. 90 minutes, no intermission. studiotheatre.org.
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Theater
Seven Elphabas from 'Wicked' talk going green and defying gravity
Idina Menzel and others open up about the pleasures and perils of playing Elphaba, the iconic "Wicked" character.

(Max-o-matic/For The Washington Post)


By Thomas Floyd | 2025-11-19
This article was originally published in November 2024. It was updated on Nov. 19, 2025, for the release of the second part of the "Wicked" movie.
There may be no more spellbinding protagonist in contemporary musical theater than Elphaba Thropp, that green-skinned wallflower with a penchant for soaring over Oz and belting battle cries from the heavens.
For two decades, audiences have marched to Broadway's Gershwin Theatre and venues around the globe to absorb Elphaba's tale in "Wicked." A loose adaptation of a 1995 Gregory Maguire novel, the stage show from composer Stephen Schwartz and librettist Winnie Holzman reimagines the "Wizard of Oz" antagonist as a wide-eyed college outcast steered toward exile by a conniving con man and a scapegoating society.
Featuring iconic show tunes, dazzling stagecraft and a potent portrayal of female friendship -- between that obstinate Elphaba and the bubbly Glinda the Good -- "Wicked" is Broadway's fourth-longest-running show of all time. Now Cynthia Erivo has immortalized Elphie in two "Wicked" movies, the first of which earned $759 million worldwide when it was released a year ago. As the second hits theaters Friday, we break down the role with seven actresses who have played the part onstage.
	Idina Menzel: The "Rent," "Enchanted" and "Frozen" star won a Tony for originating the role of Elphaba in 2003. In 2006, she reprised the part for the West End production.
	Stephanie J. Block: A Tony winner for 2018's "The Cher Show," Block played Elphaba in early workshops, then understudied Menzel during the San Francisco tryout. She at last stepped into the role onstage in the first North American tour before taking over on Broadway in 2007.
	Ana Gasteyer: The "Saturday Night Live" actress portrayed Elphaba in the 2005 Chicago production, then got green as a Broadway replacement a year later.
	Jennifer DiNoia: After serving as the standby in 2007 in Chicago, DiNoia played the part on and off around the world (Broadway, the West End, South Korea, Australia, the North American tour) for more than 15 years.
	Mandy Gonzalez: The "In the Heights" and "Hamilton" veteran -- who recently subbed for Nicole Scherzinger once a week in "Sunset Blvd." -- defied gravity on Broadway in 2010.
	Lindsay Mendez: A Tony recipient for 2018's "Carousel" and a nominee for the recent "Merrily We Roll Along" revival, Mendez took up Elphaba's broomstick and pointy hat in 2013.
	Mary Kate Morrissey: She stepped into the spotlight on Broadway last year, having first played the part on tour in 2015.

(Responses have been edited for length and clarity.)

Stephanie J. Block played Elphaba in early readings and workshops and later starred in the first North American tour before heading to Broadway. (Joan Marcus)


Block: Stephen Schwartz gave me a ring and left me a message in February of 2000. At this particular point, they were simply going to Universal Studios to try to get backing for the play. So I would stand up with Stephen at the piano in a boardroom and sing the tunes. Several months later, it was a reading of Act 1. Several months after that, it was a two-week workshop presentation with Kristin Chenoweth as Glinda. I was eventually asked to be a part of the original company -- but, of course, not as Elphaba. We all know Idina Menzel was, as they call her, Mother Elphaba.
Menzel: I had a really good audition up until the point that I sang "Defying Gravity." At the end, I cracked on the big note at the top. "You won't bring meee down" -- that didn't come out very good. So I looked over at the accompanist and said, "I'm going to do that again." I backed up a little, nailed the note and then finished the song -- "oh-ohhh!" I think that mistake is actually what got me the role because [director] Joe Mantello said he could really see how fierce I could be.
Gonzalez: I remember sitting in the ensemble for a workshop of Act 1 with [future Tony winners] Christian Borle and Celia Keenan-Bolger and seeing just how exciting it was. After that, my life went on a different trajectory. But two years into my run at "In the Heights," "Wicked" came back and offered me Elphaba on Broadway. So I got to fly, too -- it was truly an amazing circle.
Mendez: I saw the original with Idina and Kristin, and I was absolutely taken with it -- but I didn't see myself onstage one bit. At that time and even now, looking at myself versus someone like Idina, I don't see a lot of crossover. When the time came and I got offered it, I still was like, "Are you sure?"
Morrissey: I saw Shoshana Bean and Megan Hilty in "Wicked" around 2005. I went to Catholic school, so for dress-down days I was the girl who would be in her little kilt with my "Wicked" T-shirt repping my favorite show. When you spend so much time on your own as a theater kid just singing along to your "Wicked" CD, it sort of trains your voice. You learn to sing by parroting Idina Menzel.

Menzel won a Tony for originating the role on Broadway. (Joan Marcus)


After opening in the aftermath of the Wicked Witch's death-by-water, "Wicked" flashes back and introduces Elphaba as a fumbling Shiz University freshman whose fantastical streak -- that green skin, plus fits of uncontrollable sorcery -- makes her an instant pariah.
Menzel: I remember leaving my audition and going to the stairwell and crying because I felt, "I get this character." I didn't have such great esteem at that point in my life -- I had a lot of ups and downs in my career since "Rent," and momentum had gone away -- so I just needed it for many reasons. I identified with the young woman who questioned when it was okay to have power and show anger and show vulnerability.
Block: I'm kind of opening up some wounds here, and I certainly don't want to play the victim in any way, shape or form. But Stephen Schwartz would always say, "Man, the way you sing 'I'm Not That Girl' ..." And I said, "Well, because I wasn't that girl." They went with Idina, and I completely honor that. I think she's a remarkable artist. But this is what Elphie is all about. She enters the story with great hope and then finds out that she's never going to be that girl. At the end, she rises up and finds her purpose. That essentially parallels my journey with this incredible piece.
Gasteyer: When I left "Saturday Night Live," I really set my sights on working onstage. I didn't come up from the traditional ranks. I was a musical-theater major for a year, but that was it. I didn't know how to tap. I couldn't get through a dance call. I was an outsider on Broadway. And I think comedians are all sort of outsiders, to a degree. So that was a comfortable place to stand, for sure.
DiNoia: When this show came into my life, I was still very naive and quite green -- no pun intended. I admired Elphaba because she was so outspoken and just stood up for what was right. I wanted to not just play Elphaba onstage, but I wanted to be her.
Mendez: In some ways, Elphaba is every theater kid. We all felt like outsiders in some way, and that's how we all ended up here.

"Saturday Night Live" veteran Ana Gasteyer says you must "live like a nun" to play Elphaba eight times a week. (Joan Marcus)


Elphaba's yearning first song arrives early in Act 1, when the Shiz headmistress, Madame Morrible, says the student's budding magical talent might just catch the Wizard of Oz's eye. "Once I'm with the Wizard," Elphaba sings, "my whole life will change."
Morrissey: Elphaba is a cynic up until that point, and then she gets a sliver of someone saying, "Hey, your life could be so different than what you imagined." And she lets herself believe it, which changes the trajectory of her life. Sometimes I just think in that song about how I let myself believe that I could perform Broadway -- and now I'm doing it.
Gonzalez: It's such a vulnerable moment for Elphaba. She gets to be so excited that somebody told her that she's special. In that moment, to be so innocent and free and hopeful, it's really beautiful.
DiNoia: The songs in "Wicked" have meant different things to me over different periods of my life, but "The Wizard and I" has always remained this song full of hope and endless possibilities. Even if you're having a terrible day, it just lifts you immediately.
Menzel: It's the dream "I want" song for any young woman in a musical.
Mendez: It kind of set the pace for the rest of the night for me. If that one felt good, then the rest of the show was going to feel good. And if that one felt shaky? Oh boy, buckle up.
Inhabiting Elphaba means, of course, many hours applying green makeup and plenty more washing it away -- sometimes long after departing Oz.
Gonzalez: I remember people would come backstage, and they would just want to see the shower because it was coated in green. You think as much as you scrub that it's going to come off -- but it just doesn't.
Menzel: I fell through the hole [in the stage during her final performance on Broadway] and broke my ribs and got taken to the hospital in a full face of green makeup. As they were wheeling me out on the gurney, that's the one thing I said: "Make sure you bring Neutrogena face wash!" Because that was the only thing that would get it out.
Mendez: I was dating at that time -- or trying to date -- and that was always a tough explanation. People think you're ill because you can't ever fully get that out of your skin. I mean, months later I still had it in my pores and in my scalp. It was hard out there to be a single witch.
DiNoia: Everybody looks so beautiful in it, and I always loved wearing it. But I had to make sure I brought different pillowcases wherever I was playing the role because you leave prints of green during the night.
Gasteyer: I had an ear infection or something a year and a half after I left the show, and the ENT was like, "What is this brilliant-cerulean green?"
Block: I would get facials or whatnot, and they would see the green in my hairline, so they'd ask. I knew if I said that I was playing Elphaba in "Wicked" there would be subsequent conversations about "Can we get tickets through you?" or "My niece has always wanted to be a singer." So I would just tell people that I was a clown, and that pretty much ended the conversation right there.

"Everybody looks so beautiful in it, and I always loved wearing it," DiNoia says of Elphaba's green makeup. (Matt Crockett)


Disillusioned by the Wizard's suppression of speaking animals, Elphaba rejects his offer of a partnership, accepts her newfound fugitive status and soars away from the Emerald City on her newly enchanted broomstick. All the while, she belts the canonical anthem of empowerment that ends Act 1. "I think I'll try defying gravity," she sings. "And you can't pull me down."
Menzel: It just embodies everything that I felt as a young woman, and I continue to feel now, about embracing my own power. Stephen Schwartz is a genius. He writes incredible lyrics and chord progressions that just tug at your heartstrings and feel like the perfect complement to everything you're feeling as the character. It's such a gift to be able to sing this song.
Morrissey: Everyone has a story where someone has told them they can't do something, and they've said, "F you, I'm going to do it anyway." Sometimes, I let my eyes lower a little bit while I'm singing, and I can see people with their hands on their mouth or wiping their tears. I feel like that really fuels me.
Block: "Defying Gravity" is all about acting. It is all about showing the audience that there is a transformation happening within this character. So for me, it's far less about hitting the right notes or doing an incredible riff. It's all about staying true to those lyrics.
Mendez: That one's a beast. I had some issues getting into the flying apparatus during that song and getting my cape caught in it -- and if the cape gets caught, you don't fly. I always remember being really stressed because I had a couple of no-fly shows, which are super "womp, womp."
Gonzalez: I never had a no-fly show, but I did have a show where the contraption went up and then, as I was singing my final note, it started to swing back and forth like a pendulum. It turned out that a washer in the machine had fallen out. On my last day, the stagehands put that washer on a plaque that said, "Thank you for flying with us eight shows a week."
There are few more demanding roles in musical theater than Elphaba, who sings on a dozen songs while navigating an emotionally draining arc of self-actualization.
Gasteyer: Honestly, 99.9 percent of playing Elphaba comes down to just vocal, vocal, vocal. All you are doing is protecting your voice, because that role is absurdly big, and it's relentless. You live like a nun. Whenever you see other Elphabas, it's like a club. I ran into Lindsay last year on Fire Island, and her husband was like, "You guys have such a shorthand." She said, "Yeah, we're all trauma bonded from the vocal work of that show."
Morrissey: It can be pretty lonely because your voice is like currency. Everything I do -- even this interview -- is costing me, so I have to think about how much currency I have for the day.
Menzel: I mean, it's kind of my fault. I asked Stephen to take the end of "Defying Gravity" up an octave.
Gonzalez: I remember just being totally terrified by the role. The assistant director, Lisa [LeGuillou], gave me some really great advice. She said, "There's a treadmill upstairs -- not to get in shape or anything, but you should really get on that treadmill and start singing the music." I don't know how she knew, but I got on that treadmill and sang the songs, and all of a sudden I forgot about the fear.

"I think 'Wicked' did and does and will always resonate with people," Lindsay Mendez says. "We've all been through those moments in our lives when we felt misunderstood, when we didn't belong." (Joan Marcus)


The character's final solo comes late in Act 2, when a flailing attempt to save her lover, Fiyero, ends with Elphaba embracing her Wicked Witch persona and ruing the consequences of her benevolent actions. "No good deed goes unpunished," she sings. "That's my new creed."
Mendez: That one's so fun because finally your hair is down, and you've got the smoke, and you're conjuring the spells.
Gasteyer: That's my favorite song to perform. I love the way it's written. I love its ups and downs. I love how it ascends emotionally. I always felt, acting-wise, the most connected to that song.
Menzel: It's the perfect 11 o'clock number. It's super diva, and your hair is blowing Beyonce-style, and there's smoke around your feet, and you can step into all of those feelings you feel as a woman. You're allowed to show your ugliness, and it's liberating to sort of tell everyone to go f--- off.
Gonzalez: It's the rush before the song that comes to mind. You run off the stage, run through the orchestra and crouch into this little lift. All of a sudden, you have to come up like a rock star and go, "Fiyero!"
Block: A lot of my mistakes that I made in the readings are still a part of the script and the score today. In one of the readings, I looked off the page and sang, "Too much, too much to mention" -- I repeated "too much, too much" because I didn't look at the right words. Now, that still lives within "No Good Deed."

Mandy Gonzalez played Elphaba on Broadway nearly a decade after participating in the musical's workshops as an ensemble member. "So I got to fly, too," she says. "It was truly an amazing circle." (Joan Marcus)


DiNoia: Playing Elphaba made me grow up in a very specific way. There were times when she kind of meshed into my real life -- in good ways and maybe not in good ways. So I really learned about myself and learned what I was capable of handling when playing Elphaba.
Mendez: I think "Wicked" did and does and will always resonate with people. We've all been through those moments in our lives when we felt misunderstood, when we didn't belong. We've all been through those moments when people have made us feel loved and supported. We've also had to make mistakes, and we've had to make choices.
Gasteyer: It's sort of hard to imagine that only 20 years ago this was the case, but there really weren't opportunities for female leads in film and television. I saw Idina and Kristin in "Wicked," and I remember thinking, "Why would I go and just try to be some stand-up's wife in a sitcom when there are these massive, meaningful parts with range and depth [onstage]?" The fact that there were two female roles that encapsulated a lot of the female experience just made the show really meaningful.
Block: I knew at the time of the readings that it was going to be an epic piece and one that was going to live on for generations. You have this extraordinary storytelling of unexpected friendship, and stories of sacrifice and love and commitment and purpose. All of the themes within "Wicked" are just so deep.
Menzel: It's really a love story between two women, and it speaks to every person out there who feels unseen or different or bullied. It acknowledges them. It embraces them. It says you are loved in all of your messiness, and that you need to step into your power.
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Movies
Defying gravity no more, 'Wicked: For Good' is a letdown
The second installment of the behemoth adaptation is bogged down with plot and bereft of bangers.

Ariana Grande, left, and Cynthia Erivo in "Wicked: For Good." (Giles Keyte/Universal Pictures)


By Naveen Kumar | 2025-11-19
The kooky fraud played by Jeff Goldblum in "Wicked: For Good" has a ditty explaining how he maintains his wizardly dominance: Once people believe in something, he shrugs, they'll keep on believing no matter what.
Given its already record-breaking box office, the same appears likely to hold true for the less marvelous second half of director Jon M. Chu's behemoth adaptation of the Broadway musical. Even after a year-long intermission, anyone whose jaw hung open during the final moments of "Wicked: Part 1," as Cynthia Erivo obliterates "Defying Gravity" while tearing through the night sky, would have to be insane (or dead) not to return.
Unfortunately, the laws of physics are back in effect, and the second film is a letdown. How could it not be? The kids are grown up, and the fun and games are over. There are only a couple of bangers left in Stephen Schwartz's original score by the musical's second act, which races to connect the narrative dots to "The Wizard of Oz." With some additional material by screenwriters Dana Fox and Winnie Holzman (the latter also wrote the stage musical's script), and a relatively fleet run time of 2 hours and 18 minutes (20-ish minutes less than the first), somehow "For Good" feels like it's both scrambling between plot points and vamping to justify its existence.
First, an obvious warning: This is not a stand-alone movie. Don't go in (or worse, bring your kids) thinking you'll all understand what's going on if you haven't seen the 2024 film and, perhaps more important, "The Wizard of Oz" from 1939 -- or if your recollections of both are vague at best. As much as "For Good" is bogged down with a bonanza of incidents, there's also a lot happening outside the frame that it assumes you're easily following.

The Post's Naveen Kumar highlights key details for moviegoers ahead of seeing the second installment of "Wicked."


The major consequence of cleaving "Wicked" in two is that the second part is like a pair of munchkin legs scrambling toward the finish line with only the phantom presence of the heartbeat in its other (and much better) half. The first movie was essentially an effervescent high school comedy that culminated in an Emerald City road trip. It deepened the bond between the green and good witches in a way that surpassed what's possible onstage. And it left us on a blaring emotional high.
Now, our engagement with the whole gang is meant to carry over from their school days, but the tremendous momentum and feeling generated by part one is tough to regain with a few gossamer flashbacks. Time has passed on-screen and off, and picking up in the middle of each character's arc is disorienting. Sure, a double screening might help, but unlike the witchy synergy between besties, our time on earth is not unlimited.

Cynthia Erivo as Elphaba. (Giles Keyte/Universal Pictures)


Cast off and maligned, Erivo's Elphaba is hiding out in an elaborate tree house lair (the Grimms'-on-steroids production design is again by Oscar-winner Nathan Crowley and cinematography by Alice Brooks), plotting to expose the wizard. Under his cruel crusade, the animal citizens of Oz have either been subjugated -- some in service of building his signature, gilded vanity project -- or forced to flee. (The movie smartly doesn't force parallels to the present day: They are obvious and baked into the source material, including Gregory Maguire's 1995 novel and the 2003 stage musical. The ways of tyranny are timeless, apparently.)
Meanwhile, Ariana Grande's Glinda has been exalted as the face of good: The former friends are now opposing brands, with Michelle Yeoh's Madame Morrible as the PR grandmaster. The Oscar winner could have taken a cue from fellow baddie Goldblum -- and both of their wigs, which grow wackier throughout -- and had a lot more fun. She's a subdued stiff where a flamboyant villain ought to be. Without that, the thrill of vanquishing evil -- so key to every version of Oz -- is lost.
Despite its packed agenda, the film can also feel meandering and directionless. The most repeated bit of cutesy slang, a comedic device from the first movie only occasionally continued here, is asking for a "clock tick" to register what's going on. And nearly every character has a gazing-in-the-mirror-to-self-reflect moment, a signal that much of the conflict is internal. (There is one fabulous, hand-to-hand exception.)

Michelle Yeoh as Madame Morrible, left, and Ariana Grande as Glinda in "Wicked: For Good." (Giles Keyte/Universal Pictures)


The two added songs by Schwartz -- Elphaba's "No Place Like Home," which earns mewing approval from the critters she's entreating not to leave Oz, and "The Girl in the Bubble," in which Glinda wonders whether "it's time for her bubble to pop" -- are pleasant at best, despite their cliches. They feel like necessary filler, written in the style of "Wicked" but without the verve, and they're far from the sort of Oscar bait packed into the first part.
Though fewer and far between, there are a handful of cinematic flourishes executed in high style, including Elphaba's thundering lament "No Good Deed" and Glinda's gorgeous walk down the aisle, "Crazy Rich Asians"-style, interrupted by a wild stampede, hoofs and feathers flying. (Forget Carrie Bradshaw: A new dashed bride-to-be has been crowned supreme.) For anyone already invested in the story, there will be moments of wonder and/or tears at least somewhere along the way.
But as Ozian lore, "For Good" is a companion text -- a torn-out chapter that's necessary reading to reach the end. For those who've learned from Dorothy that it's really about the journey, at least there are other routes to the yellow-brick road.
PG. At area theaters. Contains action/violence, some suggestive material and thematic material (some animals do appear frightened). 138 minutes.
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Arts & Entertainment
Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

The National Portrait Gallery has reopened after the government shutdown. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-11-19
The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER Six exhibits are on view through Dec. 7: "Women Artists of the DMV: A Survey Exhibition," "From Ancestral Traces to Contemporary Visions -- The Art of Mene," "Jan Svoboda & Jaroslav Benes: Lenticular Poetry," "Orna Ben-Ami: Displacement and Memory," "From Painting to Print: The Poppies, Mimosas, and Lantern Flowers of Donald Sultan" and "Fabricated Boundaries: Filipina American Textile & Fiber Artists." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM "A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM "LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM "Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS "Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through Dec. 20. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
* FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY "Imagining Shakespeare: Mythmaking and Storytelling in the Regency Era," through Aug. 2. Seen on view together for the first time since London's Boydell Shakespeare Gallery closed in 1805, 14 paintings depict pivotal scenes from William Shakespeare's plays while also speaking to how the playwright was refashioned into a cultural icon.
"Contemporary Art at the Folger,"  though April. Small solo exhibitions feature the work of four recent artist fellows at the Folger Institute. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Enduring Traditions: Celebrating the World of Textiles," through Dec. 20. The museum marks its centennial by exploring the cultural significance of its globe-spanning collection.
"Capital Accommodations," through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN "From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN "Basquiat x Banksy," through Jan. 19. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Nov. 29, 2026. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
KREEGER MUSEUM "Anonymous Was a Woman," through Dec. 31. An exhibition highlighting the work of local artists Jae Ko, Linn Meyers, Joyce J. Scott and Renee Stout, all of whom have been awarded the Anonymous Was a Woman grant. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS "Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through March 21. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The "Chronicles of Narnia" author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition.
"Dead Sea Scrolls," Saturday through Sept. 7. An exhibition featuring biblical texts and scrolls from the community at Qumran in the West Bank, plus artifacts that exemplify life and Judaism during the Second Temple period. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON Three exhibitions are on view through Jan. 25: "Hedieh Javanshir Ilchi: Here the Waving Flag. Here the Other World"; "Global Spotlight: Tactics for Remembering"; and "Joey Enriquez: As I Look Towards What Could Have Been Mine."
"Hiromi Isobe: Can I See?," through Nov. 30. This installation uses painting, mixed media, fiber and sculpture to envision the invisible systems shaping the world. 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org
*NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM Five new galleries are ongoing amid the museum's renovations: "Aerospace and Our Changing Environment," "Futures in Space," "Boeing Milestones of Flight," "Barron Hilton Pioneers of Flight" and "World War I: The Birth of Military Aviation." Sixth Street and Independence Avenue SW. airandspace.si.edu
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM "Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee.
"Road to Revolution," through April 30. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Coming Together: Reimagining America's Downtowns," ongoing. A multimedia exploration of how lessons learned during the pandemic are shaping the future of American city centers.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART "Photography and the Black Arts Movement, 1955-1985" through Jan. 11. Featuring 150 artworks, this exhibition explores photography that captured the civil rights movement and its enduring impact.
"American Landscapes in Watercolor From the Corcoran Collection," through Feb. 1. An exhibition showcasing 30 American landscape and nature studies that date from 1800 to 1991.
"The Stars We Do Not See: Australian Indigenous Art," through March 1. Nearly 200 works form the largest exhibition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art ever shown outside Australia.
"Back and Forth: Rozeal., Titian, Cezanne," through April 26. The striking similarities between Titian's 16th-century works and paintings by Rozeal. and Paul Cezanne are highlighted.
"In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 2. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov.
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE "Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART "Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," ongoing. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities.
"Visionary: Viewpoints on Africa's Arts," ongoing. An installation organized around seven viewpoints designed to shape the manner in which African art is experienced.
"Currents: Water in African Art," ongoing. Artworks from the museum's permanent collection underscore water's role as a potent cultural force. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY "Corazon y Vida: Lowrider Culture," ongoing. This exhibition about lowriders -- custom cars with elaborate paint jobs and hydraulics for bouncing -- includes photography, tools of the trade and two classic Chevy Impalas.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN "Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum.
"Making a Statement," through March. An installation of two gowns worn by Oscar-nominated actor Lily Gladstone.
"Water's Edge: The Art of Truman Lowe," through January 2027. This retrospective of the Ho-Chunk artist features minimalist sculptures made of willow branches, feathers and other organic materials.
"InSight: Photos and Stories from the Archives," ongoing. These photos, selected from more than half a million stewarded by the museum, offer intimate insight into Indigenous lives. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART "Cut + Paste: Experimental Japanese Prints and Photographs," through Nov. 30. An exhibition highlighting 17 boundary-pushing artists working in printmaking and photography.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Reasons to Gather: Japanese Tea Practice Unwrapped," through April 26. A display of 11 historic tea utensils and accessories.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY "Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "Niki de Saint Phalle in Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances.
"Women Artists From Antwerp to Amsterdam, 1600-1750," through Jan. 11. A collection of paintings, prints, embroidery, sculptures and other artworks highlights the work of 40-plus Dutch and Flemish women.
"Tawny Chatmon: Sanctuaries of Truth, Dissolution of Lies," through March 8. Selections from the photographic artist's latest series, "The Restoration" and "The Reconciliation," incorporate assemblage, embroidery, film and audio narrative.
"Remix: The Collection," through Oct. 25. Familiar collection favorites are displayed alongside recent acquisitions. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY "Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford.
"From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years," through June 7. An exhibition tracking the growth of the grand-scale, whole-plate photography format.
"The Outwin 2025: American Portraiture Today," through Aug. 30. This selection highlights 35 portraits from more than 3,300 entries to the triennial Outwin Boochever Portrait Competition.
"Meserve Collection Highlights: Modern Prints From Mathew Brady's Portrait Negatives," through May 14, 2028. Nine prints from 19th-century negatives feature the likes of Abraham Lincoln, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ulysses S. Grant and more. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION "Out of Many: Reframing an American Art Collection," Saturday through Feb. 15. Artworks from the early 20th century to the present capture the people, cultures, landscapes and history of the United States. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY "State Fairs: Growing American Craft," through Sept. 7. More than 240 artworks, dating from the mid-19th century to the present, tell the personal stories of craft found on U.S. fairgrounds.
"Justin Favela: Capilla de Maiz (Maize Chapel)," ongoing. A site-specific installation lines the Rubenstein Grand Salon with gold fringe and pinata corncobs to highlight corn's role in North American visual culture. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*RUBELL MUSEUM "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM "Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Shahzia Sikander: The Last Post," through July 12. A 10-minute video artwork examines the East India Company's imperialist presence in South Asia and China from the 1600s to the 1800s.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through Dec. 6, 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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Books
Washington Post hardcover bestsellers
A snapshot of popular books.




By Becky Meloan | 2025-11-19
1 THE STRENGTH OF THE FEW (Saga, $34). By James Islington. In the follow-up to "The Will of the Many," Vis Telimus continues his fight against the Hierarchy.
2 THE CORRESPONDENT (Crown, $28). By Virginia Evans. Through letters written over her lifetime, a septuagenarian reckons with her past and finds new ways to make connections.
3 BRIGANDS & BREADKNIVES (Tor, $28.99). By Travis Baldree. In the next installment of the Legends & Lattes series, Fern opens a new bookstore and nothing goes according to plan.
4 THE BLACK WOLF (Minotaur, $30). By Louise Penny. Although he arrested the man behind a domestic terrorist attack, Chief Inspector Armand Gamache suspects a larger conspiracy was at work.
5 HEART THE LOVER (Grove, $28). By Lily King. A woman, now a successful novelist, revisits choices she made during college.
6 ALCHEMISED (Del Rey, $35). By SenLinYu. A captured resistance fighter must guard her mind against psychic intrusion from her brutal captor.
7 THE WIDOW (Doubleday, $32). By John Grisham. When a wealthy woman dies, her small-town lawyer is suspected of murder.
8 THE SECRET OF SECRETS (Doubleday, $38). By Dan Brown. The sudden disappearance of a prominent scientist sends Harvard symbologist Robert Langdon on a dangerous search for answers.
9 TWICE (Harper, $29). By Mitch Albom. A man gains the ability to go back in time and rewrite his past.
10 KATABASIS (Harper Voyager, $32). By R. F. Kuang. Two rival graduate students must travel through Hell to save their professor's soul.
1 NOBODY'S GIRL (Knopf, $35). By Virginia Roberts Giuffre. The posthumous memoir from a woman who accused Jeffrey Epstein and Andrew Mountbatten Windsor of abuse.
2 BREAD OF ANGELS (Random House, $30). By Patti Smith. A memoir from the artist and National Book Award-winning writer.
3 THE GALES OF NOVEMBER (Liveright, $35). By John U. Bacon. A history of the Edmund Fitzgerald, the ill-fated Great Lakes ship.
4 1929 (Viking, $35). By Andrew Ross Sorkin. An economic and social history of Wall Street's biggest stock market collapse.
5 ALWAYS REMEMBER (Penguin Life, $27). By Charlie Mackesy. Adventures continue for the four friends from the best-selling illustrated tale "The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse."
6 SOMETHING FROM NOTHING (Clarkson Potter, $37.99). By Alison Roman. A cookbook featuring recipes that rely on pantry staples.
7 BOOK OF LIVES (Doubleday, $35). By Margaret Atwood. The award-winning author of "The Handmaid's Tale" and "The Testaments" shares her life story.
8 GOOD THINGS (Random House, $45). By Samin Nosrat. The chef and author of "Salt, Fat, Acid, Heat" offers recipes that emphasize comfort and connection.
9 THE LET THEM THEORY (Hay House, $29.99). By Mel Robbins. A guide to finding happiness by focusing on things that can be controlled.
10 SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND HATE (Avid Reader, $29.99). By John Fugelsang. The comedian and broadcaster cites biblical references to refute common far-right Christian extremist arguments and offers encouragement for meeting opposing viewpoints with compassion.
Rankings reflect sales for the week ended Nov. 16. The charts may not be reproduced without permission from the American Booksellers Association, the trade association for independent bookstores in the United States, and indiebound.org. Copyright 2025 American Booksellers Association. (The bestseller lists alternate between hardcover and paperback each week.)




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/books/2025/11/19/hardcover-bestsellers-washington-post/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




