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    At least 83 dead as Hong Kong firefighters battle burning towers for a second day




                    

                

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Watch live from Hong Kong as the death toll from a massive fire that broke out at a residential apartment complex has risen to 55.
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- Firefighters battled for a second day to extinguish a blaze at a high-rise apartment complex in Hong Kong on Thursday, as the death toll rose to 83 in one of the deadliest blazes in the city's modern history.
Rescuers holding flashlights were going from apartment to apartment at the charred towers as thick smoke poured out from some windows at the Wang Fuk Court complex, a dense cluster of buildings housing thousands of people in Tai Po district, a northern suburb near Hong Kong's border with the mainland. 

    
    
    
Officials said firefighters were still working on a handful of apartments and trying to enter all of the units in the seven towers to ensure there were no further casualties. 
"Our firefighting operation is almost complete," said Derek Armstrong Chan, deputy director of Fire Services Operations. Firefighters were working hard "to prevent the debris and embers from flaring up. What's next is the search and rescue operation," he added.

    
It was unclear how many people remained missing or trapped. Hong Kong leader John Lee said contact had been lost with 279 people early Thursday. Authorities did not provide updates on the missing people or how many were still inside the ravaged buildings Thursday during a press conference.



    
        




    




Video showed rescuers searching in some apartments in the dark. Orange flames were still seen from inside several windows, though the whole complex was now largely a blackened ruin.

    
    
    
Firefighters have been trying to control the flames since midafternoon Wednesday, when the fire was believed to have started in bamboo scaffolding and construction netting and then spread across seven of the complex's eight buildings. 
Chan said the blaze spread "exceptionally fast" across the towers, and emergency workers struggled to gain access inside. 
"Debris and scaffolding were falling from upper floors," he told reporters. "There are also other reasons like high temperature, darkness ... (and) emergency vehicle access was blocked by fallen scaffolding and debris, making our access to the building very difficult."

    
More than 70 people were injured, including 11 firefighters, the Fire Services Department said. About 900 people were evacuated to temporary shelters overnight.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Firefighters work to extinguish a fire which broke out Wednesday at Wang Fuk Court, a residential estate in the Tai Po district of Hong Kong's New Territories, Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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Pope Leo XIV sent a telegram to Hong Kong's bishop Thursday, saying he was saddened by the fire and offering prayers for the injured, their families and emergency workers. 
Resident Lawrence Lee was waiting for news about his wife, who he believed was still trapped in their apartment.
"When the fire started, I told her on the phone to escape. But once she left the flat, the corridor and stairs were all filled with smoke and it was all dark, so she had no choice but to go back to the flat," he said, as he waited in one of the shelters overnight.
Winter and Sandy Chung, who lived in one of the towers, said they saw sparks fly around as they evacuated Wednesday afternoon. Although they were safe, they were worried about their home. "I couldn't sleep the entire night," Winter Chung, 75, told The Associated Press on Thursday. 
Three arrested on suspicion of manslaughter
Three men, the directors and an engineering consultant of a construction company, were arrested on suspicion of manslaughter. Police have not directly named the company where they work.
"We have reason to believe that those in charge of the construction company were grossly negligent," said Eileen Chung, a senior superintendent of police. 
Police on Thursday also searched the office of Prestige Construction & Engineering Company, which the AP confirmed was in charge of renovations in the tower complex. Police seized boxes of documents as evidence, according to local media. Phones for Prestige rang unanswered.
Authorities suspected some materials on the exterior walls of the high-rise buildings did not meet fire resistance standards, allowing the unusually fast spread of the fire.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A fire can be seen at Wang Fuk Court, a residential estate in the Tai Po district of Hong Kong's New Territories, Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Residents rest at the fire scene at Wang Fuk Court, a residential estate in the Tai Po district of Hong Kong's New Territories, Thursday, Nov. 27 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Smoke rises after a fire broke out at Wang Fuk Court, a residential estate in the Tai Po district of Hong Kong's New Territories, Thursday, Nov. 27 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Workers remove a body from a fire which broke out Wednesday at Wang Fuk Court, a residential estate in the Tai Po district of Hong Kong's New Territories, Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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Police also said they found plastic foam panels -- which are highly flammable -- attached to the windows on each floor near the elevator lobby of the one unaffected tower. It was believed to have been installed by the construction company but the purpose was not clear. Secretary for Security Chris Tang said they would investigate the materials further. 

    
Buildings were covered in scaffolding
The housing complex consisted of eight buildings with almost 2,000 apartments for about 4,800 residents, including many older people. It was built in the 1980s and had been undergoing a major renovation. Hong Kong's anti-corruption agency said on Thursday it was launching a probe into possible corruption relating to the renovation project.
Officials said the fire started on the external scaffolding of a 32-story tower, then spread on the bamboo scaffolding and construction netting to the inside of the building and then to the other buildings, likely aided by windy conditions.
Bamboo scaffolding is a common sight in Hong Kong at building construction and renovation projects, though Lee said officials will meet with industry representatives to discuss a switch to metal scaffolding amid safety concerns.

    
"While we know that bamboo scaffolding has a long history in Hong Kong, its flame retardancy is inferior to that of metal scaffolding. For safety reasons, the government believes that a complete switch to metal scaffolding should be implemented in suitable working environments," said Eric Chan, the Chief Secretary for Administration.
Authorities will also be carrying out immediate inspections of all housing estates that are undergoing major renovation work to ensure scaffolding and construction materials meet safety standards.

The fire was the deadliest in Hong Kong in decades. In November 1996, 41 people died in a commercial building in Kowloon in a fire that lasted for around 20 hours.
___
Wu reported from Bangkok. Researcher Shihuan Chen in Beijing and writer Sylvia Hui in London contributed to this report.
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    Dominican Republic grants US access to restricted areas for its deadly fight against drugs
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            Dominican Republic President Luis Abinader announced Wednesday that he had authorized the U.S. government to operate inside restricted areas in the Caribbean country to help in its fight against drug-trafficking.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth speaks during a press conference after a meeting with Dominican Republic President Luis Abinader at the National Palace in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Ricardo Hernadez)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth, left, and Dominican Republic President Luis Abinader speak during a press conference at the National Palace in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Ricardo Hernadez)]
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                                        SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) -- Dominican Republic President Luis Abinader announced Wednesday that he has authorized the U.S. government to operate inside restricted areas in the Caribbean country to help in its fight against drug trafficking.
For a limited time, the U.S. can refuel aircraft and transport equipment and technical personnel at restricted areas within the San Isidro Air Base and Las Americas International Airport, said Abinader, who made the announcement with U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth at his side.
Hegseth was in Santo Domingo Wednesday to meet with the country's top leaders, including Abinader and Minister of Defense Lt. Gen. Carlos Antonio Fernandez Onofre.
It is the first major public agreement that the U.S. has struck with a Caribbean nation as it seeks friendly allies to support its attacks against alleged drug-smuggling boats in the region and beyond. Since the strikes began in early September, at least 83 people have been killed.

    
Hegseth said the Dominican Republic was a regional leader willing to take on hard challenges.
"That's why I'm here today. That's why we decided to come here first," he said. "The Dominican Republic has stepped up."



    
        




    




Hegseth said the U.S. would respect the Caribbean country's sovereignty and laws as U.S. service members and aircraft prepare to deploy to the Dominican Republic. He did not provide additional details.

    
    
    
Meanwhile, Abinader said the scope of the agreement is "technical, limited, and temporary."
"The purpose is clear: to strengthen the air and maritime protection ring maintained by our Armed Forces, a decisive reinforcement to prevent the entry of narcotics and to strike a more decisive blow against transnational organized crime," he said.
After a news conference where no questions were allowed, the office of the president issued a statement with more details, noting that several KC-135 tanker aircraft would be present to support air patrol missions, expanding monitoring and interdiction capabilities over a large portion of the maritime and air domains.

    
"They would also provide refueling services to aircraft from partner countries, thus ensuring sustained operations for monitoring, detecting, and tracking verified illicit smuggling activities," according to the statement.
Additionally, C-130 Hercules cargo aircraft would facilitate aeromedical evacuations, firefighting, weather reconnaissance, and disaster relief, the office said.
Abinader noted that the Dominican Republic has seized nearly 10 times more drugs per year in the past five years than in the previous decade thanks to close collaboration with the U.S.
"Our country faces a real threat, a threat that knows no borders, no flags, that destroys families, and that has been trying to use our territory for decades," he said. "That threat is drug trafficking, and no country can or should confront it without allies."
Hegseth praised Abinader, saying that the Dominican Republic "understands the importance of standing up to narco-terrorists and narco-traffickers who flood our countries with drugs and violence."

    
"We're deadly serious about this mission," Hegseth said, asserting that the U.S. has the best intelligence, lawyers and process. "We know...where they're leaving from, where they're going, what they're bringing, what their intentions are, who they represent."
Some experts believe the ongoing strikes are a tactic to try and pressure Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro to step down given that the U.S. military has built up its largest presence in the region in generations.
Hegseth's visit comes a day after Gen. Dan Caine, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and U.S. President Donald Trump's primary military adviser, met with Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar.
The prime minister has praised the strikes, drawing criticism ever since stating in early September that she had no sympathy for drug traffickers and that "the U.S. military should kill them all violently."
On Wednesday, Persad-Bissessar told reporters that U.S. marines were recently in the twin-island nation to do some work at an airport roadway and to train with local soldiers.

    
"They are not here on the ground," she said. "We are not about to launch any campaign against Venezuela."
She said that Trinidad has not been asked to be a base for any attack against Venezuela, and that Venezuela was not mentioned in conversations with the U.S. on Tuesday. 
Trinidad and Tobago is just a few miles away from Venezuela.
Prior to visiting Trinidad and Tobago, Caine stopped by the U.S. territory of Puerto Rico to visit American troops there and boarded at least one U.S. Navy ship.
Caine and Hegseth had previously traveled to Puerto Rico in September.
Earlier this year, the U.S. approached the tiny Caribbean island of Grenada with a request.

Grenadian Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell told Parliament earlier this month that any decision possibly allowing the Trump administration to install a temporary radar at the island's international airport "will not be a secret, nor will it be one that violates domestic or international laws."
No public announcement has been made since then.
___
Associated Press reporter Anselm Gibbs in Trinidad and Tobago contributed to this report.
____
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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    Trump says he's barring South Africa from participating in next year's G20 summit near Miami




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: People walk by a large screen TV where South African President Cyril Ramaphosa holds a wooden gavel as he officially closes the G20 leaders' summit, in Johannesburg, South Africa, Sunday, Nov. 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: President Donald Trump pauses while speaking with reporters while in flight on Air Force One from Joint Base Andrews to his Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Fla., Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- President Donald Trump said Wednesday that he is barring South Africa from participating in the Group of 20 summit next year at his Miami-area club and will stop all payments and subsidies to the country over its treatment of a U.S. government representative at this year's global meeting.
Trump chose not to have an American government delegation attend last weekend's summit hosted by South Africa, saying he did so because its white Afrikaners were being violently persecuted. It is a claim that South Africa, which was mired for decades in racial apartheid, has rejected as baseless.
The Republican president, in a social media post, said South Africa had refused to hand over its G20 hosting responsibilities to a senior representative of the U.S. Embassy when the summit ended.
"Therefore, at my direction, South Africa will NOT be receiving an invitation to the 2026 G20, which will be hosted in the Great City of Miami, Florida next year," Trump posted on Truth Social.

    
"South Africa has demonstrated to the World they are not a country worthy of Membership anywhere," he said, "and we are going to stop all payments and subsidies to them, effective immediately."



    
        




    




South Africa said it considered the U.S. decision to appoint a local embassy official for the G20 handover an insult. The ceremony instead happened at its Foreign Ministry building after the summit "as the United States was not present at the summit," a statement from South African President Cyril Ramaphosa's office said.

    
    
    
The statement said Ramaphosa "noted the regrettable statement by President Donald Trump on South Africa's participation in the 2026 G20 meetings."
It also pushed back against Trump's widely rejected claims that Afrikaner farmers are being killed and having their land taken away, saying that Trump "continues to apply punitive measures against South Africa based on misinformation and distortions about our country."

    
In some ways, Trump views next year's G20 summit as personal, given that he announced it will be at his golf club in Doral, Florida.
This year's summit in Johannesburg, the first held in Africa, was boycotted by the United States, a G20 founding member and the world's biggest economy. The meeting's declaration, giving more attention to issues that affect developing countries, went unsigned by Washington, and the Trump administration expressed its opposition to South Africa's agenda, especially the parts that focus on climate change.
The U.S. has now taken over the rotating presidency of the G20, leaving the long-term impact of the South African declaration unclear.
Trump has claimed that white Afrikaner farmers in South Africa are being killed and that their land is being seized. The South African government and others, including some Afrikaners themselves, say Trump's claims are the result of misinformation.
South Africa has been a target for Trump since he returned to office at the start of the year, with his administration casting the country as anti-American because of its diplomatic ties with China, Russia and Iran.

    
Last month, the Trump administration announced it would restrict the number of refugees admitted annually to the U.S. to 7,500, with most of the spots reserved for white South Africans. Trump had suspended the refugee program on his first day in office in January. Since then only a trickle have entered the country, mostly white South Africans. In May, the administration welcomed a group of 59 white South Africans as refugees.
Afrikaners are South Africans who are descended mainly from Dutch but also French and German colonial settlers who first came to the country in the 17th century.

Afrikaners were at the heart of the apartheid system of white minority rule from 1948-1994, leading to decades of hostility between them and South Africa's Black majority. But Afrikaners are not a homogenous group, and some fought against apartheid. 
There are an estimated 2.7 million Afrikaners in South Africa's population of 62 million.
___
AP writer Gerald Imray in Johannesburg contributed to this report.
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    Immigrant with family ties to White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt is detained by ICE




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt speaks with reporters at the White House, Monday, Nov. 24, 2025, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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                                        CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -- A Massachusetts woman who was once engaged to the brother of White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt remains in ICE custody two weeks after being arrested on her way to pick up the son she shares with her former fiance. 
Bruna Ferreira, 33, was driving to her son's school in New Hampshire on Nov. 12 when she was pulled over in Revere, Massachusetts, her attorney, Todd Pomerleau, said Wednesday.
"She wasn't told why she was detained," he said. "She was bounced from Massachusetts, to New Hampshire, to Vermont, to Louisiana on this unconstitutional merry-go-round."
Pomerleau said Ferreira's 11-year-old son lives with her former fiance, Michael Leavitt, in New Hampshire, but they have shared custody and maintained a co-parenting relationship for many years since their engagement broke off. He said the boy lived with both parents at one point and later split his time between them, spending numerous nights and weekends with his mother. 

    
"She was detained for no reason at all. She's not dangerous. She's not a flight risk. She's not a criminal illegal alien," he said. "She's a business owner who pays taxes and has a child who was wondering where mommy was after school two weeks ago."



    
        




    




Michael Leavitt did not respond to a message sent to his workplace. The White House press secretary declined comment. Karoline Leavitt grew up in New Hampshire, and made an unsuccessful run for Congress from the state in 2022 before becoming Trump's spokesperson for his 2024 campaign and later joining him at the White House.

    
    
    
Pomerleau said his client was 2 or 3 when she and her family came to the U.S. from Brazil, and she later enrolled in the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, the Obama-era policy that shields immigrants who were brought to the U.S. as children. He said she was in the process of applying for a green card.

    
    
    
The Department of Homeland Security said Ferreira entered the U.S. on a tourist visa that required her to leave in 1999. A department spokesperson said Ferreira had a previous arrest for battery, an allegation her attorney denied. 

    
An online search of court cases in several Massachusetts locations where she has lived found no record of such a charge. In New Hampshire, court records show, she had two motor vehicle violations in 2020: speeding and driving an unregistered vehicle. The charges were placed on file without a finding on the condition that she enroll in a safe driving course and remain on good behavior for one year. 
"They're claiming she has some type of criminal record we've seen nowhere. Show us the proof," Pomerleau said. "She would've been deported years ago if that was true. And yet, here she is in the middle of this immigration imbroglio."
A DHS spokesperson confirmed Ferreira is being held in Louisiana.

President Donald Trump's efforts to broadly reshape immigration policy have included changing the approach to DACA recipients. Homeland Security Assistant Secretary Tricia McLaughlin recently issued a statement saying that people "who claim to be recipients of Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) are not automatically protected from deportations. DACA does not confer any form of legal status in this country."
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    College basketball player in Oklahoma dies after being injured during game




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This undated image provided by Connors State College shows Ethan Dietz, a basketball player at Connors State College in Warner, Okla. (Connors State College via AP)]
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            By 
            SEAN MURPHY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) -- A basketball player at a junior college in Oklahoma who was injured during a game has died, school officials said.
Connors State College sophomore Ethan Dietz died Tuesday after he was injured during the second half of a game Saturday in Texas, the school said in a statement posted to its Facebook page. A spokesperson for the college, Shannon Rigsby, said initial reports indicate Dietz suffered some kind of head injury, but that she didn't have any more information.
"Ethan exemplified what it means to be a Cowboy, to value hard work and being part of a team," according to the statement from the school. "While the team and the Cowboy community are processing our own grief, our hearts go out to his family and friends."
Messages seeking comment were left Wednesday with the college's athletic director and men's basketball coach.

    
Several of the college's men's and women's basketball games were canceled following Dietz's death.

Dietz was a 6-foot-8 forward from Vilonia, Arkansas, who was averaging 11 points per game through eight games so far this season. He had eight points and four rebounds in 20 minutes of playing time Saturday before he was injured. 
A vigil in his honor was scheduled for Dec. 1 at the college's campus in Warner, Oklahoma.
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    Georgia case against Trump dropped, ending efforts to punish president over 2020 election aftermath




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Prosecuting Attorneys' Council of Georgia Executive Director Peter J. Skandalakis answers questions during a news conference, Aug. 23, 2022, in Atlanta. (Natrice Miller/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, File)]
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    > Follow live updates on President Donald Trump and his administration


    


ATLANTA (AP) -- A judge on Wednesday dismissed the Georgia election interference case against President Donald Trump and others after the prosecutor who took over the case said he would not pursue the charges, ending the last effort to punish the president in the courts for his efforts to overturn his 2020 election loss.
Pete Skandalakis, executive director of the Prosecuting Attorneys' Council of Georgia, took over the case earlier this month from Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis, who was removed over an "appearance of impropriety" created by a romantic relationship with the special prosecutor she chose to lead the case.
After Skandalakis' filing, Fulton County Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee issued an order dismissing the case in its entirety.
The case began nearly five years ago, when Willis made public her intent to investigate whether illegal attempts were made to influence the state's 2020 election. That included a Jan. 2, 2021, phone call in which Trump was recorded urging Georgia's secretary of state to help find the votes needed to overturn his loss in the critical swing state. 



    
        




    




It was the most wide-ranging of four criminal cases brought against Trump in 2023. The resources and manpower required to pursue such a sprawling case made it unsurprising that other prosecutors declined to take it on after Willis' removal. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: District Attorney of Fulton County Fani Willis speaks to the Associated Press, Oct. 22, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson, File)]
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The latest criminal case against Trump to unravel
The abandonment of the Georgia case is the latest reflection of how Trump has emerged largely unscathed from a spate of prosecutions that once threatened his political career and personal liberty.
Former Justice Department special counsel Jack Smith, who had charged Trump with conspiring to overturn the results of the 2020 election and hoarding classified documents at his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida, dropped both cases after Trump won the White House last year. Smith cited longstanding Justice Department policy against the indictment of a sitting president.

    
    
    
And though Trump was convicted of felony charges in New York in connection with hush money payments during the 2016 election, he was sentenced in January to an unconditional discharge, leaving his conviction intact but sparing him any punishment.

    
It was unlikely that legal action against Trump could have moved forward while he is president. But 14 other defendants still faced charges, including former New York mayor and Trump attorney Rudy Giuliani and former White House chief of staff Mark Meadows.
Steve Sadow, Trump's lead attorney in Georgia, applauded the dismissal: "The political persecution of President Trump by disqualified DA Fani Willis is finally over. This case should never have been brought. A fair and impartial prosecutor has put an end to this lawfare."
Trump celebrated the news in a lengthy social media post, saying, "LAW and JUSTICE have prevailed in the Great State of Georgia, as the corrupt Fani Willis Witch Hunt against me, and other Great American Patriots, has been DISMISSED in its entirety." 
The Associated Press has reached out to a spokesperson for Willis seeking comment.

    
"The strongest and most prosecutable case against those seeking to overturn the 2020 Presidential election results and prevent the certification of those votes was the one investigated and indicted by Special Counsel Jack Smith," Skandalakis wrote in his court filing Wednesday. 
He added that the criminal conduct alleged in the Georgia indictment "was conceived in Washington, D.C., not the State of Georgia. The federal government is the appropriate venue for this prosecution, not the State of Georgia."
Skandalakis' review of the case
Skandalakis said he undertook the review of the case "with an understanding of the grave seriousness with which many citizens view the events discussed in this case. I share their concerns and acknowledge the impact that my decision will have." 
He said the indictment "alleges a compelling set of acts" that, if proven beyond a reasonable doubt, "would establish a conspiracy undertaken by multiple individuals" working to overturn the 2020 presidential election. In his filing, he walked through the different parts of the case to explain why he didn't pursue them.

    
Among the obstacles he cited are the "complexity of the legal issues at hand" in prosecuting Trump, saying that even if everything was decided in prosecutors' favor, "bringing this case before a jury in 2029, 2030, or even 2031 would be nothing short of a remarkable feat."

    
Skandalakis wrote that he considered separating the other remaining defendants and trying them separately. But he noted that Trump is the lead defendant and "bears the responsibility for any conspiracy" that could be proven. Holding separate trials for the others would be "illogical and unduly burdensome and costly."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks with reporters while in flight on Air Force One from Joint Base Andrews to his Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Fla., Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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Why a new prosecutor took over the Georgia case
After the Georgia Supreme Court in September declined to hear Willis' appeal of her disqualification, it fell to the Prosecuting Attorneys' Council to find a new prosecutor. After several other prosecutors declined to take the case, Skandalakis appointed himself.
Skandalakis has led the small, nonpartisan council since 2018, and previously spent about 25 years as the elected district attorney for the Coweta Judicial Circuit, southwest of Atlanta. He noted in Wednesday's filing that he has run for office as both a Democrat and a Republican.
How the Georgia case fell apart
Willis, an elected Democrat, announced the indictment against Trump and 18 others in August 2023, using the state's anti-racketeering law to allege a wide-ranging conspiracy to illegally overturn Trump's narrow loss in Georgia. Four people pleaded guilty in the months that followed after reaching deals with prosecutors.
Defense attorneys sought Willis' removal after one revealed in January 2024 that Willis had a romantic relationship with Nathan Wade, the special prosecutor she hired to lead the case. Willis and Wade disputed allegations that their relationship created a conflict of interest.
The judge rebuked Willis for a "tremendous lapse in judgment" but found no disqualifying conflict of interest, ruling she could stay on the case if Wade resigned, which he did hours later. 

Defense attorneys appealed, and the Georgia Court of Appeals removed Willis from the case in December 2024. The state Supreme Court declined to hear Willis' appeal.
___
This story has been corrected to show that Skandalakis took over the case in November, not October.
____
Associated Press writer Eric Tucker in Washington contributed.
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    2 National Guard members shot in an ambush attack just blocks from the White House
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            Two West Virginia National Guard members who deployed to the nation's capital were shot Wednesday afternoon just blocks from the White House in a brazen act of violence that the mayor described as a targeted attack.
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            Two West Virginia National Guard members shot Wednesday near the White House. AP reporter Gary Fields is at the scene. (AP Video: River Zhang and Mike Pesoli)
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            The Washington D.C. mayor says two West Virginia National Guard members shot near the White House Wednesday were targeted. (AP Video: Mike Pesoli )
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            The shooting happened roughly two blocks northwest of the White House.
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            Vance asks for prayers after 2 National Guard members shot in DC
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            Michael Ryan, a DC resident, said he was on I Street when he heard the first round of gunshots before he saw a National Guardsman receiving resuscitation. (AP video by Nathan Ellgren & Mike Pesoli)
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            Two West Virginia National Guard members who deployed to the nation's capital were shot Wednesday afternoon just blocks from the White House in a brazen act of violence that the mayor described as a targeted attack.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Emergency personnel keep a presence following the shooting of two National Guard soldiers near the White House, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            8 of 12 | 
            Emergency personnel keep a presence following the shooting of two National Guard soldiers near the White House, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Emergency personnel gather in a cordoned off area where National Guard soldiers were shot near the White House Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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            Emergency personnel gather in a cordoned off area where National Guard soldiers were shot near the White House Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: National Guard patrol on the National Mall near the U.S. Capitol, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rahmat Gul)]
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            National Guard patrol on the National Mall near the U.S. Capitol, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rahmat Gul)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Streets are blocked after reports of two National Guard soldiers were shot near the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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            Streets are blocked after reports of two National Guard soldiers were shot near the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Streets are blocked after reports that two National Guard soldiers were shot near the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Anthony Peltier)]
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            Streets are blocked after reports that two National Guard soldiers were shot near the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Anthony Peltier)
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    > Follow live updates on the shooting of two National Guard members


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Two West Virginia National Guard members who deployed to the nation's capital were shot Wednesday afternoon just blocks from the White House in a brazen act of violence that the mayor described as a targeted attack.
FBI Director Kash Patel and Washington Mayor Muriel Bowser said they were hospitalized in critical condition.
The rare shooting of National Guard members, on the day before Thanksgiving, comes as the presence of the troops in the nation's capital and other cities around the country has been a flashpoint issue for months, fueling court fights and a broader public policy debate about the Trump administration's use of the military to combat what officials cast as an out-of-control crime problem.
A suspect who was in custody also was shot and had wounds that were not believed to be life-threatening, according to a law enforcement official who was not authorized to discuss the matter publicly and spoke to AP on condition of anonymity.

    
    From AP's Standards and Stylebook teams: 
The AP is using anonymous sourcing to provide information for this story. Click here to hear Washington Bureau Chief Anna Johnson explain AP's policy on the use of anonymous sources.


    



    
The 29-year-old suspect, an Afghan national, entered the U.S. in 2021 through Operation Allies Welcome, a Biden administration program that evacuated and resettled tens of thousands of Afghans after the U.S. withdrawal from the country, officials said. 



    
        




    




The initiative brought roughly 76,000 people to the U.S., many of whom had worked alongside U.S. troops and diplomats as interpreters and translators. It has since faced intense scrutiny from Trump and his allies, congressional Republicans and some government watchdogs over gaps in the vetting process and the speed of admissions, even as advocates say it offered a lifeline to people at risk of Taliban reprisals.

    
    
    

    
    
    
The suspect, who has been living in Washington state, has been identified by law enforcement officials as Rahmanullah Lakanwal, but authorities were still working to fully confirm his background, two law enforcement officials and a person familiar with the matter said. The people could not discuss details of an ongoing investigation and spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity.

    
Lakamal arrived in Bellingham, Washington, about 79 miles (127.1 kilometers) north of Seattle, with his wife and five children, said his former landlord Kristina Widman. 
Wednesday night, in a video message released on social media, President Donald Trump called for the reinvestigation of all Afghan refugees who entered under the Biden administration. 
"If they can't love our country, we don't want them," he said, adding that the shooting was "a crime against our entire nation."
Jeffery Carroll, an executive assistant D.C. police chief, said investigators had no information on a motive. He said the assailant "came around the corner" and immediately started firing at the troops, citing video reviewed by investigators.
"This was a targeted shooting," Bowser said.

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    Two West Virginia National Guard members shot Wednesday near the White House. AP reporter Gary Fields is at the scene. (AP Video: River Zhang and Mike Pesoli)

                

                
            
        

    


West Virginia Gov. Patrick Morrisey initially said the troops had died, but he later walked that statement back to say his office was "receiving conflicting reports" about their condition.
The Trump administration quickly ordered 500 more National Guard members to Washington. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said Trump asked him to send the troops.
Nearly 2,200 troops currently are assigned to the joint task force operating in the city, according to the government's latest update.

    
Troops held down the shooter
The shooting happened roughly two blocks northwest of the White House near a metro station. Hearing gunfire, other troops in the area ran over and held down the gunman after he was shot, Carroll said.

    
"It appears to be a lone gunman that raised a firearm and ambushed these members of the National Guard," Carroll said, adding that it was not clear whether one of the guard members or a law enforcement officer shot the suspect.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Emergency personnel keep a presence following the shooting of two National Guard soldiers near the White House, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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"At this point we have no other suspects," Carroll said at a news conference.
At least one of the guard members exchanged gunfire with the shooter, said another law enforcement official who was not authorized to discuss the matter publicly and spoke on condition of anonymity.
Social media video shared in the immediate aftermath showed first responders performing CPR on one of the troops and treating the other on a glass-covered sidewalk.
Witnesses saw people fleeing

    
Stacy Walters said she was in a car when she heard two gunshots and saw people running. Almost instantly, law enforcement swarmed the area. "It's such a beautiful day. Who would do this? And we're getting ready for the holidays?"

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Streets are blocked after reports that two National Guard soldiers were shot near the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Anthony Peltier)]



        

        
        
            
                    Streets are blocked after reports that two National Guard soldiers were shot near the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Anthony Peltier)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Emma McDonald, who exited a metro station just after the shots were fired, said she and a friend sought safety with others in a cafe. McDonald told AP that minutes later she saw first responders rolling a stretcher carrying a National Guard member whose head was covered in blood.
Police tape cordoned off the scene, and fire and police vehicle lights flashed and helicopter blades thudded overhead. Agents from the Secret Service and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives were there, and National Guard troops stood sentry nearby. At least one helicopter landed on the National Mall.
"I think it's a somber reminder that soldiers, whether they're active duty, reserve or National Guard, our soldiers are the sword and the shield of the United States of America," Vice President JD Vance said in Fort Campbell, Kentucky, where he delivered a Thanksgiving message to troops.
Gen. Steven Nordhaus, chief of the National Guard Bureau, scrapped plans to spend the holiday with troops at Guantanamo Bay in order to travel to D.C. and be with guard members there instead. 
Army Secretary Dan Driscoll said on social media that he visited the wounded National Guard members in the hospital and that his "heart breaks for them."

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    Vance asks for prayers after 2 National Guard members shot in DC

                

                
            
        

    


Troops deployed to DC under emergency order
Trump issued an emergency order in August that federalized the local police force and sent in National Guard troops from eight states and the District of Columbia. The order expired a month later, but the troops remained.
Last week a federal judge ordered an end to the deployment, but she also put her order on hold for 21 days to allow the administration time to either remove the troops or appeal.
The guard members have patrolled neighborhoods, train stations and other locations, participated in highway checkpoints and been assigned to pick up trash and guard sports events.
More than 300 West Virginia National Guard members were deployed in August. About 160 of them volunteered last week to extend their deployment until the end of the year, while the others returned home just over a week ago.
___
This story has been updated to correct that the Washington police official's first name is spelled Jeffery, not Jeffrey. 
___

Associated Press journalists Konstantin Toropin, Seung Min Kim, Safiyah Riddle, Matt Brown, Mike Balsamo, Eric Tucker, Jesse Bedayn, Evan Vucci, Nathan Ellgren, John Raby, Hallie Golden, Michael R. Sisak and John Seewer contributed.
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    Afghan national charged in Guard ambush shooting drove across US to carry out attack, officials say
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            U.S. President Donald Trump issued a video message after two West Virginia National Guard members deployed to Washington, D.C. were shot Wednesday afternoon just blocks from the White House. A suspect who was in custody also was shot and had wounds that were not believed to be life-threatening. Officials say the 29-year-old is an Afghan national who entered the U.S. in 2021 through Operation Allies Welcome.
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            Two West Virginia National Guard members who deployed to the nation's capital were shot Wednesday afternoon just blocks from the White House in a brazen act of violence that the mayor described as a targeted attack.
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            Two West Virginia National Guard members shot Wednesday near the White House. AP reporter Gary Fields is at the scene. (AP Video: River Zhang and Mike Pesoli)
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            The Washington D.C. mayor says two West Virginia National Guard members shot near the White House Wednesday were targeted. (AP Video: Mike Pesoli )
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            The shooting happened roughly two blocks northwest of the White House.
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            Michael Ryan, a DC resident, said he was on I Street when he heard the first round of gunshots before he saw a National Guardsman receiving resuscitation. (AP video by Nathan Ellgren & Mike Pesoli)
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            Two West Virginia National Guard members who deployed to the nation's capital were shot Wednesday afternoon just blocks from the White House in a brazen act of violence that the mayor described as a targeted attack.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combo from photos provided by the U.S. Attorney's Office on Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025, show National Guard members, from left, Staff Sgt. Andrew Wolfe and Specialist Sarah Beckstrom. (U.S. Attorney's Office via AP)]
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            This combo from photos provided by the U.S. Attorney's Office on Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025, show National Guard members, from left, Staff Sgt. Andrew Wolfe and Specialist Sarah Beckstrom. (U.S. Attorney's Office via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by U.S. Attorney's Office shows Rahmanullah Lakanwal on Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025. (U.S. Attorney's Office via AP)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            10 of 13 | 
            This photo provided by U.S. Attorney's Office shows Rahmanullah Lakanwal on Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025. (U.S. Attorney's Office via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Emergency personnel gather in a cordoned off area where National Guard soldiers were shot near the White House Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: Streets are blocked after reports that two National Guard soldiers were shot near the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Anthony Peltier)]
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[image: What appears to be a bullet hole in a sidewalk planter at the scene a day after two National Guard soldiers were shot near the White House in Washington, Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Cliff Owen)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- An Afghan national who worked with the CIA in his native country and immigrated to the U.S. in 2021 drove from Washington state to shoot two West Virginia National Guard members deployed in Washington, D.C., just blocks from the White House, U.S. officials said Thursday.
The suspect had worked in a special CIA-backed Afghan Army unit before emigrating from Afghanistan, according to two sources who spoke to the Associated Press on condition of anonymity due to the sensitivity of the situation, and #AfghanEvac, a group that helps resettle Afghans who assisted the U.S. during the two-decade war.
Jeanine Pirro, the U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia, declined to provide a motive for Wednesday afternoon's brazen act of violence, which comes as the presence of troops in the nation's capital and other cities around the country has become a political flashpoint.

    
Pirro identified the guard members at a news conference as Specialist Sarah Beckstrom, 20, and Staff Sgt. Andrew Wolfe, 24. The West Virginia National Guard said both had been deployed in D.C. since August. Both remained hospitalized in critical condition on Thursday. 



    
        




    




Pirro said that the suspect, Rahmanullah Lakanwal, launched an "ambush-style" attack with a .357 Smith & Wesson revolver. The suspect currently faces charges of assault with intent to kill while armed and possession of a firearm during a crime of violence. Pirro said that "it's too soon to say" what the suspect's motives were.

    
    
    
The charges could be upgraded, Pirro said, adding: "We are praying that they survive and that the highest charge will not have to be murder in the first degree. But make no mistake, if they do not, that will certainly be the charge." 
The rare shooting of National Guard members on American soil, on the eve of Thanksgiving, comes amid court fights and a broader public policy debate about the Trump administration's use of the military to combat what officials cast as an out-of-control crime problem.

    
The Trump administration quickly ordered 500 more National Guard members to Washington.
The suspect who was in custody also was shot and had wounds that were not believed to be life-threatening, according to a law enforcement official who was not authorized to discuss the matter publicly and spoke to AP on condition of anonymity.
Suspect worked with CIA during Afghanistan War
A resident of the eastern Afghan province of Khost who identified himself as Lakanwal's cousin said Lakanwal was originally from the province and that he and his brother had worked in a special Afghan Army unit known as Zero Units in the southern province of Kandahar. A former official from the unit, who spoke on condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the situation, said Lakanwal was a team leader and his brother was a platoon leader.
The cousin spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity for fear of reprisals. He said he had last spoken to Lakanwal about six months ago. He said both brothers had moved to the United States in 2021. He said Lakanwal had started out working as a security guard for the unit in 2012, and was later promoted to become a team leader and a GPS specialist. 

    
Zero Units were paramilitary units manned by Afghans but backed by the CIA and also served in front-line fighting with CIA paramilitary officers. Activists had attributed abuses to the units. They played a key role in the chaotic U.S. withdrawal from the country, providing security around Kabul International Airport as the Americans and others fell back during the Taliban offensive that seized the country.
Lakanwal, 29, entered the U.S. in 2021 through Operation Allies Welcome, a Biden administration program that evacuated and resettled tens of thousands of Afghans after the U.S. withdrawal from the country, officials said. Lakanwal applied for asylum during the Biden administration, but his asylum was approved under the Trump administration, #AfghanEvac said in a statement.
The initiative brought roughly 76,000 people to the U.S., many of whom had worked alongside U.S. troops and diplomats as interpreters and translators. It has since faced intense scrutiny from Trump and his allies, congressional Republicans and some government watchdogs over allegations of gaps in the vetting process and the speed of admissions, even as advocates say there was extensive vetting and the program offered a lifeline to people at risk of Taliban reprisals.

    
Lakanwal has been living in Bellingham, Washington, about 79 miles (127 kilometers) north of Seattle, with his wife and five children, said his former landlord, Kristina Widman.
Prior to his 2021 arrival in the United States, the suspect worked with the U.S. government, including the CIA, "as a member of a partner force in Kandahar," John Ratcliffe, the spy agency's director, said in a statement. He did not specify what work Lakanwal did, but said the relationship "ended shortly following the chaotic evacuation" of U.S. servicemembers from Afghanistan.

    
Kandahar in southern Afghanistan is in the Taliban heartland of the country. It saw fierce fighting between the Taliban and NATO forces after the U.S.-led invasion in 2001 following the al-Qaida attacks on Sept. 11. The CIA relied on Afghan staff for translation, administrative and front-line fighting with their own paramilitary officers in the war.
Wednesday night, in a video message released on social media, President Donald Trump called for the reinvestigation of all Afghan refugees who entered under the Biden administration.
"If they can't love our country, we don't want them," he said, adding that the shooting was "a crime against our entire nation."
Attack being investigated as terrorist act
FBI Director Kash Patel said the shooting is being investigated as an act of terrorism. Agents have served a series of search warrants, with Patel calling it a "coast-to-coast investigation."
Pirro said: "We have been in constant contact with their families and have provided them with every resource needed during this difficult time."
Washington Mayor Muriel Bowser interpreted the shooting as a direct assault on America itself, rather than specifically on Trump's policies.
"Somebody drove across the country and came to Washington, D.C., to attack America," Bowser said. "That person will be prosecuted to the full extent of the law."
___
This story has been corrected to fix the spelling of the suspect's name. It is Lakanwal, not Lakamal or Lakanmal.

    
    
    
___

Associated Press journalists Siddiqullah Alizai, Elena Becatoros, Konstantin Toropin, Seung Min Kim, Safiyah Riddle, Matt Brown, Mike Balsamo, Eric Tucker, Jesse Bedayn, Josh Boak, Evan Vucci, Nathan Ellgren, John Raby, Hallie Golden, Michael R. Sisak and John Seewer contributed.
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    Supreme Court won't immediately let Trump administration fire copyright office head




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: As a person on a bicycle rides past, construction on the front of the U.S. Supreme Court continues Monday, Nov. 24, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court won't immediately allow the Trump administration to fire the director of the U.S. Copyright Office, instead delaying a decision until after they rule in two other high-profile firing cases. 
The justices' Wednesday order leaves in effect for now lower court rulings that held that the official, Shira Perlmutter, could not be unilaterally fired. 
The case is the latest that relates to Trump's authority to install his own people at the head of federal agencies. The Supreme Court has largely allowed Trump to fire officials, even as court challenges proceed.
Justice Clarence Thomas said he would have allowed Perlmutter to be fired as her lawsuit proceeds. The court majority, though, decided to wait to make a decision until after they rule in two other lawsuits over Trump firings. 
Arguments are set for December in the first case, over the removal of Rebecca Slaughter as a member of the Federal Trade Commission. 

    
And in January the court will hear the case of Federal Reserve governor Lisa Cook, who remains in her job despite Trump's attempt to fire her.
Rulings are expected weeks or months after the court hears arguments. 



    
        




    




Perlmutter's case concerns an office that is within the Library of Congress. She is the register of copyrights and also advises Congress on copyright issues. 
Despite the ties to Congress, the register "wields executive power" in regulating copyrights, Solicitor General D. John Sauer told the court.

    
    
    
Perlmutter claims Trump fired her in May because he disapproved of advice she gave to Congress in a report related to artificial intelligence. Perlmutter had received an email from the White House notifying her that "your position as the Register of Copyrights and Director at the U.S. Copyright Office is terminated effective immediately," her office said.
A divided appellate panel ruled that Perlmutter could keep her job while the case moves forward.

    
Perlmutter's attorneys have argued that she is a renowned copyright expert. She has served as register of copyrights since then-Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden appointed her to the job in October 2020.

Trump appointed Deputy Attorney General Todd Blanche to replace Hayden at the Library of Congress. The White House fired Hayden amid criticism from conservatives that she was advancing a "woke" agenda.
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    LSU confirms Kelly was fired 'without cause' and is owed his full $54 million buyout




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: LSU head coach Brian Kelly, center, stands with school president William F. Tate IV, left, and athletic director Scott Woodward, right, as he is introduced during an NCAA college football news conference Dec. 1, 2021, in Baton Rouge, La. (Hilary Scheinuk/The Advocate via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    LSU head coach Brian Kelly, center, stands with school president William F. Tate IV, left, and athletic director Scott Woodward, right, as he is introduced during an NCAA college football news conference Dec. 1, 2021, in Baton Rouge, La. (Hilary Scheinuk/The Advocate via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            BRETT MARTEL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        
    
    Get the AP Top 25 college football poll delivered straight to your inbox every week with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Former LSU coach Brian Kelly received a letter from LSU on Wednesday confirming that he was fired without cause and is owed "liquidated damages as required" under his contract of about $54 million. 
The letter, obtained by The Associated Press, clears the way for Kelly to withdraw a Nov. 10 lawsuit against the university. Kelly said in the suit that LSU officials had suggested he could be fired for cause, which could have substantially reduced his buyout.
LSU spells out in Wednesday's letter that Kelly has a legal obligation to make "good-faith, reasonable and sustained efforts" to get another job in football while he is still being paid by LSU.
Under Kelly's contract, salary from a new football-related job would offset what he is owed by LSU. The 10-year contract, worth close to $100 million, runs through 2031, unless the two sides agree to a settlement severing their legal relationship before then.

    
Kelly's lawsuit, filed in civil district court in Baton Rouge, alleged that LSU representatives had told Kelly's attorneys that the coach was never "formally terminated" the day after LSU's 49-25 loss to No. 3 Texas A&M on Oct. 25.



    
        

    


    
    









    
            
        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oregon quarterback Dante Moore (5) calls instructions during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Southern California, Saturday, Nov. 22, 2025, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Lydia Ely)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Washington hopes to put a damper on No. 5 Oregon's CFP chances in regular-season finale
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Missouri head coach Eli Drinkwitz claps during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Mississippi State, Saturday, Nov. 15, 2025, in Columbia, Mo. (AP Photo/L.G. Patterson)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Missouri locks in Eli Drinkwitz with six-year, $10.75 million annual contract through 2031 season
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ohio State linebacker Arvell Reese, left, celebrates his sack against Penn State with teammate defensive lineman Kenyatta Jackson during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 1, 2025, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Top-ranked Ohio State's rebuilt defense depends on versatile stars Arvell Reese and Caleb Downs
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Additionally, Kelly's lawsuit said that 15 days after he'd packed up his office and left his job, LSU representatives told the coach's lawyers for the first time that the university intended to fire him for cause. 

    
    Think you know who belongs in the Top 25? Now it's your turn to vote with the AP Top 25 fan poll.


    


However, Kelly's attorneys made a Nov. 19 offer to withdraw the lawsuit if the university provided written confirmation that the coach was fired without cause and still owed the full buyout. The offer came in a letter, also obtained by the AP, that was sent to LSU Athletic Director Verge Ausberry and LSU Board of Supervisors Athletics Committee chairman John Carmouche.

    
    
    
Wednesday's response from LSU was signed by newly appointed university President Wade Rousse.
The 64-year-old Kelly went 34-14 with LSU, including three bowl victories. But the Tigers did not reach the College Football Playoff -- which last year expanded to a 12-team format -- during Kelly's tenure.

    
Four days after Kelly had packed up his office at LSU's football operations building and had been replaced by interim coach Frank Wilson, LSU athletic director Scott Woodard resigned under pressure from Gov. Jeff Landry and his appointees on LSU's Board of Supervisors.
The day before Woodward resigned, Landry publicly slammed the then-athletic director, saying he would not be permitted to hire LSU's next football coach. Landry also blamed Woodward for signing Kelly to a contract that became financially burdensome when the coach did not meet expectations.
According to Kelly's contract with LSU, the school could have fired him for cause if it had cited "serious misconduct," including NCAA violations, crimes or immoral behavior.
"Coach Kelly never engaged in any such conduct, and LSU never relied on any incident of cause" before firing Kelly, the coach's Nov. 10 lawsuit stated.
Kelly has informed LSU that he was open to a settlement, but that it had to "make sense financially." It is common for people owed money through a certain future date to settle for a "present value" derived from a number of variables, including recent and projected rates of inflation.

    
LSU initially offered to settle with a lump-sum payment of $25 million, which was raised to $30 million after Kelly rejected the initial offer, according to documents filed in Kelly's case.
Kelly has rejected LSU's settlement offers so far, "but stated he remained open to any additional offers that LSU would like to make."
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here and here (AP News mobile app). AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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    Fuzzy Zoeller, two-time major champion haunted by racist joke about Tiger Woods, dies at 74




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: In this April 6, 2006, file photo, Fuzzy Zoeller encourages the crowd to be quiet on the second hole during first round play at the Masters golf tournament at the Augusta National Golf Club in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/Morry Gash, File)]
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[image: Golf Legend Arnold Palmer, left, ends his round with Fuzzy Zoeller, right, on the eighteenth green at the 66th Senior PGA Championship at Laurel Valley Golf Club in Ligonier, Pa., Friday, May 27, 2005. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)]
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[image: Fuzzy Zoeller talks with patrons on the 15th tee during practice at the Augusta National Golf Club in Augusta, Ga., Tuesday, April 5, 2005. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara, File)]
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                                        Fuzzy Zoeller, a two-time major champion and one of golf's most gregarious characters whose career was tainted by a racially insensitive joke about Tiger Woods, has died, according to a longtime colleague. He was 74.
A cause of death was not immediately available. Brian Naugle, the tournament director of the Insperity Invitational in Houston, said Zoeller's daughter called him Thursday with the news.
Zoeller was the last player to win the Masters on his first attempt, a three-man playoff in 1979. He famously waved a white towel at Winged Foot in 1984 when he thought Greg Norman had beat him, only to defeat Norman in an 18-hole playoff the next day.
But it was the 1997 Masters that changed his popularity.
Woods was on his way to a watershed moment in golf with the most dominant victory in Augusta National history. Zoeller had finished his round and had a drink in hand under the oak tree by the clubhouse when he was stopped by CNN and asked for his thoughts on the 21-year-old Woods on his way to the most dominant win ever at Augusta National.

    
"That little boy is driving well and he's putting well. He's doing everything it takes to win. So, you know what you guys do when he gets in here? You pat him on the back and say congratulations and enjoy it and tell him not serve fried chicken next year. Got it?," Zoeller said.



    
        




    




He smiled and snapped his fingers, and as he was walking away he turned and said, "Or collard greens or whatever the hell they serve."

    
    
    
That moment haunted him the rest of his career. 
Zoeller apologized. Woods was traveling and it took two weeks for him to comment as the controversy festered. Zoeller later said he received death threats for years after that moment.
Writing for Golf Digest in 2008, he said it was "the worst thing I've gone through in my entire life."
"If people wanted me to feel the same hurt I projected on others, I'm here to tell you they got their way," Zoeller wrote. "I've cried many times. I've apologized countless times for words said in jest that just aren't a reflection of who I am. I have hundreds of friends, including people of color, who will attest to that.

    
"Still, I've come to terms with the fact that this incident will never, ever go away."
It marred a career filled with two famous major titles, eight other PGA Tour titles and a Senior PGA Championship among his two PGA Tour Champions titles.
More than winning was how he went about it. Zoeller played fast and still had an easygoing nature to the way he approach the game, often whistling between shots.
He made his Masters debut in 1979 and got into a three-way playoff when Ed Sneed bogeyed the last three holes. Zoeller defeated Sneed and Tom Watson with a birdie on the second playoff hole, flinging his putter high in the air.
"I've never been to heaven, and thinking back on my life, I probably won't get a chance to go," Zoeller once said. "I guess winning the Masters is as close as I'm going to get."
Zoeller was locked in a duel with Norman at Winged Foot in the 1984, playing in the group behind and watching Norman make putt after putt. So when he saw Norman make a 40-footer on the 18th, he assumed it was for birdie and began waving a white towel in a moment of sportsmanship.

    
Only later did he realize it was for par, and Zoeller made par to force a playoff. Zoeller beat him by eight shots in the 18-hole playoff (67-75). Zoeller's lone regret was giving the towel to a kid after he finished in regulation.
"If you happen to see a grungy white towel hanging around, get it for me, will you?" he once said.
He was born Frank Urban Zoeller Jr. in New Albany, Indiana. Zoeller said his father was known only as "Fuzzy" and he was given the same name. He played at a junior college in Florida before joining the powerful Houston golf team before turning pro.

His wife, Diane, died in 2021. Zoeller has three children, including daughter Gretchen, with whom he used to play in the PNC Championship. Zoeller was awarded the Bob Jones Award by the USGA in 1985, the organization's highest honor given for distinguished sportsmanship.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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    Stephen Curry bruises right quadriceps in Warriors' loss, will have MRI exam




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Houston Rockets guard Josh Okogie is guarded by Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry during the first half of an Emirates NBA Cup basketball game Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)]
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[image: Houston Rockets guard Josh Okogie shoots past by Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) during the first half of an Emirates NBA Cup basketball game, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)]
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Stephen Curry limped away from the bench late in Golden State's 104-100 loss to the Houston Rockets on Wednesday night after bruising his right quadriceps. 
He will undergo an MRI exam on the injury to determine his status.
The Warriors will have to regroup with the idea that Curry might be out for a stretch.
"It obviously changes everything, our rotations, how we're playing, who we're playing through, so we'll see," coach Steve Kerr said. "When I heard it was a quad I was actually kind of relieved, better than an ankle or a knee, so hopefully he can recover quickly and be OK. But we've got to hold down the fort."
Curry and Amen Thompson went down hard under the basket with 3:24 remaining and the game tied at 91 after Thompson's drive to the hoop, which initially was whistled an offensive foul. Houston challenged and the call was overturned to a block by Curry.

    
Kerr said he could see Curry ailing after that play. The two-time MVP finished with 14 points on 4-for-13 shooting -- 2 of 9 on 3-pointers -- seven rebounds, five assists and seven of the Warriors' 16 turnovers that led to 22 Houston points.



    
        




    




"That's a challenge, if Steph is out everybody else has to kind of improve their game a lot to fill that void," rookie Will Richard said.
Guard Gary Payton II also suffered a sprained left ankle that limited him to just under five minutes.
Jimmy Butler said "it's just sad" how the Warriors don't follow their game plan and do the little things sometimes and challenged everybody to "care more" about the details -- especially if they're without Curry.


    
    
    
"What will change the most? I think we're going to have to be damn near perfect. We ain't going to have the ultimate bailout on our team, but even when he is on the floor we're going to have to do our job because we make the game real difficult. As great as a basketball player as he is he has a really hard job every single day, he's got to be the Batman of all Batmans and save us every night. That ain't what he's here to do."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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    'Rush Hour 4' will be distributed by Paramount after Trump's reported request




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Jackie Chan, from left, Brett Ratner and Chris Tucker appear at the "Rush Hour 3" premiere after party in Los Angeles on July 30, 2007. (AP Photo/Matt Sayles, File)]
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            By 
            JAKE COYLE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- After President Donald Trump's reported intervention, Paramount Pictures is set to distribute Brett Ratner's "Rush Hour 4," a project that Hollywood had eschewed after earlier sexual misconduct allegations against the director.
Paramount Pictures on Tuesday was in closing talks to distribute the film, according to a person close to the negotiations who requested anonymity because they weren't authorized to announce a deal. Paramount would be stepping in to take a distribution fee on the film, not finance it.
In 2017, during the #MeToo movement, six women said Ratner sexually harassed them in a Los Angeles Times report. Warner Bros., which had a $450-million co-financing deal with his production company, severed ties with Ratner. Ratner, who denied the allegations, hasn't produced a film this decade.
But on Sunday, Semafor reported that Trump personally requested Paramount take on "Rush Hour 4." Paramount recently merged with Skydance in a $8 billion deal that required regulatory approval from the Trump administration. Trump has praised the studio's new chairperson and chief executive David Ellison, the son of Oracle executive chairperson and prominent Trump supporter, Larry Ellison.

    
The White House didn't immediately comment Wednesday.


Ratner had been shopping "Rush Hour 4" after Warner Bros., which released the three previous films in the franchise, passed on the project. The movie would reteam Jackie Chan and Chris Tucker in the action-comedy series launched in 1998, with sequels in 2001 and 2007.

Ratner has managed to get one other film made: a documentary on first lady Melania Trump. Earlier this year, Amazon MGM Studios acquired the film for a reported $40 million. It's set to open in theaters Jan. 30.
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                    Entertainment

    Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade brings Pac-Man and Labubu to Manhattan




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A new Thanksgiving Day float featuring Pop Mart's Labubu, right, and Mokoko are displayed during a press preview of the new floats at Macy's Parade Studio in Moonachie, N.J., Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: The Mario balloon floats down Sixth Avenue during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)]
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[image: Balloon handlers guide the Macy's balloons down Sixth Avenue during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)]
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[image: Spectators watch as balloons and floats pass on Sixth Avenue during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)]
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[image: The Tom Turkey float makes its way down Central Park West to kick off the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)]
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            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade brought balloons depicting Buzz Lightyear and Pac-Man to the New York City skies on Thursday, as floats featuring Labubu and Lego graced the streets. 
The parade, which started on Manhattan's Upper West Side and closed at the iconic Macy's Herald Square flagship store on 34th Street, included dozens of balloons, floats, clown groups and marching bands.
It was a chilly day in the city, with temperatures in the 40s, but wind gusts between 25 mph (40 kph) and 30 mph (48 kph), making it feel colder, according to David Stark, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service in New York. 
Officials watched the forecast closely, since city law prohibits Macy's from flying full-size balloons if sustained winds exceed 23 mph (37 kph) or wind gusts are over 35 mph (56 kph). Weather has grounded the balloons only once, in 1971, but they also sometimes have soared lower than usual because of wind.



    
        




    





    
But a little cold wasn't a big deal for Megan Christy, who traveled to the city from Greensboro, North Carolina, for the parade, donning a warm onesie as she staked out a spot along the route. 
"It's not raining. We're very excited about that. And it's not too bad. Not too cold," she said. "It's just a great day for a parade." 
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                Remember to give thanks to yourself during the holidays and beyond
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                        

                    
                        
                            
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A wild turkey walks through a neighborhood in Portsmouth, N.H., Nov. 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Caleb Jones)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How trading wild turkeys for other animals became a conservation success story
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                        

                    
                        
                            
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An image showing the title "2025 Holiday Gift Guide" on a red background, surrounded by presents.]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                AP's best gift ideas for friends and family
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                        

                    
                    
                

            

            

        

    
A star-studded lineup of performances was sprinkled throughout the show, along with a slew of marching bands, dancers and cheerleaders. 

    
    
    
Performers included "Wicked" star Cynthia Erivo, Conan Gray, Lainey Wilson, Foreigner, Lil Jon, and Audrey Nuna, EJAE and Rei Ami of HUNTR/X, the fictional girl group at the heart of this year's Netflix hit "KPop Demon Hunters." The Radio City Rockettes were also there, as were cast members from Broadway's "Buena Vista Social Club," "Just in Time" and "Ragtime."

    
The parade featured a few new balloons, including a large onion carriage featuring eight characters from the world of " Shrek." "KPop Demon Hunters" was also represented in the sky with the characters Derpy Tiger and Sussie.

The event aired on NBC, hosted by Savannah Guthrie and Al Roker from "Today" and their former colleague Hoda Kotb. On Telemundo, the hosts were Andrea Meza, Aleyda Ortiz and Clovis Nienow. The parade was also simulcast on NBC's Peacock streaming service. 
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                    Entertainment

    A foot-tall elephant? 'Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age' on Apple TV reveals surprising creatures




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This computer generated image released by Apple TV shows the Arctotherium angustidens, the biggest bear to ever live, in a scene from "Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age." (Apple TV via AP)]
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[image: This computer generated image released by Apple TV shows a herd of Diprotodon, rhino-sized relatives of wombats, in a scene from "Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age." (Apple TV via AP)]
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[image: This computer generated image released by Apple TV shows a Stegodon, a tiny elephant relative, in a scene from "Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age." (Apple TV via AP)]
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            This computer generated image released by Apple TV shows a Stegodon, a tiny elephant relative, in a scene from "Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age." (Apple TV via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This computer generated image released by Apple TV shows a Smilodon, a saber-toothed cat, in a scene from "Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age." (Apple TV via AP)]
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            This computer generated image released by Apple TV shows a Smilodon, a saber-toothed cat, in a scene from "Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age." (Apple TV via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This computer generated image released by Apple TV shows a dire wolf in a scene from "Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age." (Apple TV via AP)]
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            This computer generated image released by Apple TV shows a dire wolf in a scene from "Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age." (Apple TV via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This computer generated image released by Apple TV shows Scimitar cats in a scene from "Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age." (Apple TV via AP)]
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            This computer generated image released by Apple TV shows Scimitar cats in a scene from "Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age." (Apple TV via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This computer generated image released by Apple TV shows a Mammuthus columbi, the warm-weather relative to the woolly mammoth, stepping in tar in a scene from "Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age." (Apple TV via AP)]
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            MARK KENNEDY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- If you've seen any of the "Ice Age" animated Disney movies, we have some bad news: You don't know the real ice age.
It was an incredible time when the Earth was going through immense systemic changes and was filled with often nightmarish creatures -- carnivorous kangaroos, 14-foot-tall bears and armadillos bigger than cars. Sid the sloth's eyes would bulge even more.
A hyper-realistic picture of life during that Pleistocene era emerges with Apple TV's five-part, computer-driven "Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age," which takes place millions of years after the dinosaurs' extinction.
"Nobody's made a natural history representation of these creatures behaving and interacting in the way that we have in this series," says Mike Gunton, co-executive producer and senior executive at the storied BBC Natural History Unit. 
This is the third chapter in the "Prehistoric Planet" series, blending cinematic storytelling with photorealistic visual effects and the latest scientific knowledge to give viewers a treat: Nostrils flare, fur is rustled by howling winds and eyelashes twitch. 
"Within one second of turning the show on, I do not want people to think, 'Oh, it's a CGI show.' I want them to think, 'Oh my gosh, what's that animal? Where did they film that?'" Gunton says.

    
    
    
Not one ice age but many

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This computer generated image released by Apple TV shows a Mammuthus columbi, the warm-weather relative to the woolly mammoth, stepping in tar in a scene from "Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age." (Apple TV via AP)]
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[image: This computer generated image released by Apple TV shows Scimitar cats in a scene from "Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age." (Apple TV via AP)]
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The filmmaking style mimics the visual vocabulary of documentary nature shows like "Planet Earth" or "Blue Planet" but conjures up animals dead for millions of years with the latest digital innovations. 



    
        




    




"Even five years ago, we couldn't have done it," says Gunton. "Even in the time we've been making it, the acceleration of the power of the visual effects has been absolutely noticeable."
The series is narrated by Golden Globe- and Olivier Award-winner Tom Hiddleston, with an original score by Hans Zimmer, Anze Rozman and Kara Talve from Bleeding Fingers Music.
Jon Favreau is co-executive producer and came at the series after directing the live-action/CGI "The Jungle Book" in 2016 with Idris Elba, Lupita Nyong'o and Scarlett Johansson, and 2019's "The Lion King," with a voice cast including Donald Glover and Chiwetel Ejiofor. 

    
"I was very struck by the photorealism we were able to achieve in both of those projects and this seemed like a really good application for using realism in both animation and environmental design and render to create the illusion that you're actually looking at something real and to apply it to dinosaurs and ice age megafauna," he says.
Gunton, who has produced such nature shows as "Hidden Kingdoms" and "The Green Planet," turned to the topic of the ice age more than three years ago after wrapping up two dino-filled previous chapters and quickly learned he had a lot to learn. 
"I was thinking, 'Well, this is all going to be ice and woolly mammoths and mastodons and saber-tooth tigers," he says. What he found out was there wasn't just one ice age but a series of eight, and while as much as a quarter of Earth's landmass was covered by ice, the rest was becoming arid and desert, changing animals' evolution.
A foot-tall elephant?

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This computer generated image released by Apple TV shows a Stegodon, a tiny elephant relative, in a scene from "Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age." (Apple TV via AP)]
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There were Diprotodons, rhino-sized relatives of wombats and the largest marsupials of all time. There were giant short-faced kangaroos and 14-foot-tall bears. 

    
One of the cutest creatures is a dwarf Stegodon, which resembled a 3-foot elephant. The filmmakers added its baby, standing just 12 inches, and we meet him playing with a butterfly. 
"A swishing trunk and tail means a Stegodon wants to play," says Hiddleston. But the little guy gets into trouble when a gang of 6-foot giant storks come hunting. Mom, thankfully, comes to the rescue. "In a world where birds can eat elephants, you should never stray too far from Mother," Hiddleston concludes.
"These animals feel alive," says Gunton. "That comes from spending 35, nearly 40 years filming animals, watching animals, knowing how they react to each other and also knowing how to photograph these kind of behaviors."
A moment in transition

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This computer generated image released by Apple TV shows a herd of Diprotodon, rhino-sized relatives of wombats, in a scene from "Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age." (Apple TV via AP)]
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While the look of the series is cutting edge, Favreau points out that it was crafted with artists and traditional technological techniques, not AI, and that helps it connect.

    
"At the end of the day, to be working side by side with artists, animators, filmmakers -- there is something that creates a very specific and personal and emotional connection with tremendous specificity, which is still something that eludes the other technologies."
During the ice age, sea levels dropped, creating land bridges and connecting North and South America to create a kind of animal superhighway, with creatures going in both directions and encountering new rivals and food.
The filmmakers leaned on the visual effects company Framestore and consulted over 50 ice age specialists to create the series, often using puppets to get the shots right before removing them and adding the visual effects. Fossil records are better than with dinosaurs because many of the ice age creatures were captured in the permafrost.

    
"We see that the species that were most able to adapt still survive to this day, and there are many that didn't," says Favreau. "We're capturing a moment here where there was transition in relatively short amount of time. Even though it would be thousands of years, it's still a blink of an eye in the history of our planet."
"Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age," tells little vignettes for each animal, showing how they hunt or mate, travel and play. Gunton says he's not interested in making an endless loop of predators chasing prey. He'd rather show how a pregnant woolly mammoth lost in a blizzard can be protected by her herd.

"I think that audiences are more engaged in complexity of relationships and what animals do and how they behave with each other,'' he said. "The voyeuristic kill doesn't interest me particularly, and I don't think it interests most of the audience."
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    Campbell's fires executive who was recorded saying company's products are for 'poor people'




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Cans of Campbell's soup are seen in Washington on Jan. 8, 2014. (AP Photo/J. David Ake, File)]
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            By 
            DEE-ANN DURBIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        The Campbell's Co. said Wednesday it has fired an executive who was recorded making racist comments and mocking the company's products and customers.
Martin Bally, a vice president in Campbell's information security department, was named in a lawsuit filed last week by Robert Garza, a former Campbell's employee who said he was fired Jan. 30 after he reported Bally's comments to a supervisor.
The lawsuit was filed in Michigan, where both Garza and Bally live. Campbell's is based in Camden, New Jersey.
In the lawsuit, Garza claimed he met with Bally in November 2024 to discuss his salary. During the meeting, which Garza allegedly recorded, Bally described Campbell's as "highly process(ed) food" and said it was for "poor people."
Garza claimed in the lawsuit that Bally made racist remarks about Indian workers, whom he called "idiots." Garza said Bally also told him that he often went to work high after consuming marijuana edibles.

    
Campbell's said Wednesday it first learned of Garza's lawsuit last week. After listening to portions of the recording, Campbell's said it believed the voice was Bally's. Bally was fired Tuesday.



    
        




    




"The comments were vulgar, offensive and false, and we apologize for the hurt they have caused," the company said in a statement. "This behavior does not reflect our values and the culture of our company, and we will not tolerate that kind of language under any circumstances."

    
    
    
Garza's attorney didn't respond when The Associated Press asked for a copy of the audio recording.
But according to Local 4 news in Detroit, which interviewed Garza and played a portion of the recording on air, Bally said Campbell's products were unhealthy during his expletive-filled rant. 
"Bioengineered meat. I don't want to eat a piece of chicken that came from a 3D printer," Bally said.
Campbell's defended its chicken Wednesday, saying it comes from long-trusted U.S. suppliers, is raised without antibiotics and meets high quality standards.

    
"The comments heard on the recording about our food are not only inaccurate, they are patently absurd," Campbell's said.
Larry Kopp, the chairman and founder of The TASC Group, a strategic communications and public relations company, said Campbell's should have fired Bally and reached a settlement with Garza as soon as it learned of the incident.
"If they had settled they would not be in this mess," Kopp said. "Recordings like these are devastating and should never see the light of day."

Garza is seeking monetary damages from Campbell's, Bally and from his former manager, J.D. Aupperle. Garza said he told Aupperle about the conversation with Bally shortly before he was fired.
Campbell's said Wednesday that Aupperle remains employed by the company.
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    Black Friday arrives with solid momentum despite tariffs and economic uncertainty




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Abril Renteria, an Apple certified advisor, helps a customer check out after their purchase at a Best Buy store, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: A shopper looks over items already marked down in price for Black Friday sales, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025, in a Target store in southeast Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Aamir Ghulamani of Carrollton, Texas, gets help from Sydney Rogers, a Meta specialist at Best Buy as Ghulamani samples the glasses, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Chad Cook of Dallas, tries checks out a headphone unit as he shops at a Best Buy store, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Union Square retailers prepare for Black Friday in San Francisco on Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2025. (Bronte Wittpenn/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)]
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            By 
            ANNE D'INNOCENZIO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Black Friday may no longer be the retail bacchanalia of years past, when the promise of one-time bargains caused people to leave Thanksgiving tables for malls where some customers got into fistfights over toys or TVs. But the event still has enough enthusiasts to make it the biggest shopping day in the U.S.
For that reason, the day retains its crown as the official start of the holiday shopping season. This year's kickoff comes as companies navigate an uncertain economic environment and wrestle with the volatility of President Donald Trump 's wide-ranging tariffs on imported goods. 
Many have absorbed some of the costs and pulled back on hiring instead of raising prices for customers. Consumer confidence in the U.S. economy fell this month to the lowest since April -- when Trump announced his tariffs -- in the aftermath of the government shutdown, weak hiring and stubborn inflation, according to a report The Conference Board issued Tuesday. 

    
Shoppers nonetheless have remained resilient and willing to spend, at least judging by the solid quarterly sales reports from Walmart, Best Buy and other retailers. But many retail executives also say customers are focusing on deals and have been selective in what they're buying.



    
        




    




Aron Boxer, 50, from Greenwich, Connecticut, said he delayed buying a car this year amid worries about tariffs. He said he'll be looking for deals on toys on Cyber Monday but is also willing to wait to the end for the best discount.

    
    
    
"The tariffs definitely are not behind me, and I am concerned about it," the founder of an educational services company and a life coaching service said. "I did consider buying earlier this year, but I feel like some people made some pretty bad business decisions anticipating tariffs to have a bigger impact than they did."
Still, analysts and mall executives cited solid momentum heading into Black Friday week.

    
"We're seeing a very positive start to the holiday season," said Jill Renslow, chief business development and marketing officer at the Mall of America in Bloomington, Minnesota, which plans to give gift cards and other giveaways to the first 250 customers who show up at 7 a.m. on Friday. "The last few Saturdays in November have been very strong."
Mall traffic heading into Black Friday surpassed the numbers from pre-pandemic 2019, Renslow said. 
A forecast from the National Retail Federation, the nation's largest retail trade group, predicted a healthy increase in holiday sales. The group estimated that shoppers would collectively spend between $1.01 trillion and $1.02 trillion in November and December, or 3.7% to 4.2% more than last year.
Retailers rung up $976 billion in holiday sales last year, or a 4.3% increase from 2023, the group said.
Mastercard SpendingPulse, which tracks spending across all payment methods including cash, predicted a 3.6% increase in holiday sales from Nov. 1 through Dec. 24. That compares with a 4.1% increase last year.
"Clearly, there's uncertainty," Mastercard Chief Economist Michelle Meyer said. "Clearly, consumers feel on edge. But at the moment, it doesn't seem like it's changing how they are showing up for this season."

    
Online sales have been strong so far. From Nov. 1 to Sunday, consumers spent $79.7 billion, according to Adobe Analytics. That represented a gain of 7.5% from a year earlier and was bigger than Adobe's 5.3% growth forecast for the season. 
Tariffs have played a role in stores' merchandising and pricing strategies. Many retailers accelerated shipments of some holiday merchandise before the tariffs took effect while also absorbing some of the extra import costs. But stores still have passed on some of the expense for items like toys, which are largely sourced in China. 
Market research firm Circana's retail tracking service examined various subcategories of general merchandise and found 40% of all general merchandise sold in September saw a price increase of at least 5% compared with the first four months of the year. 
Toys, baby products, housewares, and team sports equipment were among the hardest hit. For example, 83% of toys sold in September saw an increase of at least 5%, Circana said.

    
That number was up from 32% in June and will go even higher in coming months, according to Marshal Cohen, the firm's chief industry advisor.
Some executives have noticed retailers advertising tamer holiday discounts. Mall of America's Renslow said deals didn't show up at the mall as early as she anticipated. But she estimated store tenants had ramped up this week with discounts in the range of 30% to 50%. She thinks they'll likely go deeper for the weekend.
Stephen Lebovitz, CEO of CBL Properties, which operates 85 shopping properties, also noted unimpressive holiday discounting.

"I think one of the benefits of the tariffs or the silver lining is that the inventory levels for the retailers are leaner, and they've tried to allow themselves to keep pricing power," he said.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/black-friday-shopping-sales-prices-deals-bbefeb75238596fa23ee59c3f647c361
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                    Business

    World shares are mixed, tracking Wall Street's winning streak, as US markets close for Thanksgiving




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A currency trader watches monitors near a screen showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI) at the foreign exchange dealing room of the Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: People cross a street near an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei index at a securities firm Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2025, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: Currency traders work near a screen showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI), top left, and the foreign exchange rate between U.S. dollar and South Korean won, top center, at the foreign exchange dealing room of the Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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            TERESA CEROJANO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        MANILA, Philippines (AP) -- Shares in Europe are mixed following gains in most Asian markets. 
The futures for the S&P 500 and the Dow Jones Industrial Average were nearly unchanged ahead of Thursday's Thanksgiving holiday.
In early European trading, Germany's DAX climbed 0.2% to 23,781.53. Britain's FTSE 100 slid 0.2% to 9,677.14, while the CAC 40 in Paris was down less than 0.1% at 8,096.41. 
Most Asian markets advanced. Japan's Nikkei 225 added 1.2% to 50,167.10 as investors bet that the Federal Reserve will cut interest rates at its Dec. 10 meeting. 
The Japanese government reportedly plans to issue 11 trillion yen ($70.5 billion) in new bonds to fund its economic package. Tech-related stocks advanced, with SoftBank Group jumping 3.6% and Kioxia Holdings up 7.9% following a nearly 15% rout the day before.
In Chinese markets, Hong Kong's Hang Seng index picked up nearly 0.1% to 25,945.93, while the Shanghai Composite index climbed 0.3% to 3,875.26. 

    
Gains were tempered by data that showed profits for the first ten months of 2025 at major Chinese industrial firms rose a lackluster 1.9% year-on-year, down from 3.2% growth in the previous period.



    
        




    




In South Korea, the Kospi added 0.7% to 3,986.91. The Bank of Korea kept its policy rate unchanged at 2.5%, supporting financial stability amid a weakened currency and market concerns on rising housing prices. 

    
    
    
Australia's S&P/ASX 200 rose 0.1% to 8,617.30 while Taiwan's tech-heavy Taiex index added 0.5%. India's BSE Sensex was up 0.3%.

    
    
    
On Wednesday, U.S. stocks closed broadly higher, with the S&P 500 gaining 0.7% and the Dow up 0.7%. The Nasdaq composite added 0.8%.
Stocks have been rallying as comments from Federal Reserve officials have given traders more confidence the central bank will again cut interest rates at its meeting in December. Traders are betting on a nearly 83% probability that the Fed will cut next month, according to data from CME Group.

    
Solid gains for technology companies led the rally, though most sectors in the benchmark S&P 500 index finished higher. Gainers also outnumbered decliners by more than 2 to 1 on the New York Stock Exchange.
U.S. markets have a shortened trading week due to the Thanksgiving holiday, closing on Thursday and opening for shorter hours on Friday. 
The market's recent rebound, fueled by investor hopes for another Federal Reserve interest rate cut in December, has helped erase most of the major indexes' losses following a bout of selling earlier this month.

In other dealings early Thursday, U.S. benchmark crude added 6 cents to $58.71 per barrel. Brent crude, the international standard, was flat at $62.54 per barrel.
The U.S. dollar slipped to 156.29 Japanese yen from 156.47. The euro slid to $1.1585 from $1.1595.
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                    Science

    Telescope in Chile captures stunning new picture of a cosmic butterfly




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by NSF NOIRLab shows NGC 6302, a billowing planetary nebula that resembles a cosmic butterfly. (NSF NOIRLab via AP)]
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            MARCIA DUNN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- A telescope in Chile has captured a stunning new picture of a grand and graceful cosmic butterfly. 
The National Science Foundation's NoirLab released the picture Wednesday. 
Snapped last month by the Gemini South telescope, the aptly named Butterfly Nebula is 2,500 to 3,800 light-years away in the constellation Scorpius. A single light-year is 6 trillion miles.
At the heart of this bipolar nebula is a white dwarf star that cast aside its outer layers of gas long ago. The discarded gas forms the butterflylike wings billowing from the aging star, whose heat causes the gas to glow. 
Schoolchildren in Chile chose this astronomical target to celebrate 25 years of operation by the International Gemini Observatory.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Science

    Scientists capture the crackling sounds of what they believe is lightning on Mars




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by NASA, shows a selfie of their Perseverance Mars rover, on July 23, 2024. The image is made up of 62 individual images that were stitched together. (NASA via AP, file)]
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- Scientists have detected what they believe to be lightning on Mars by eavesdropping on the whirling wind recorded by NASA's Perseverance rover.
The crackling of electrical discharges was captured by a microphone on the rover, a French-led team reported Wednesday.
The researchers documented 55 instances of what they call "mini lightning" over two Martian years, primarily during dust storms and dust devils. Almost all occurred on the windiest Martian sols, or days, during dust storms and dust devils.
Just inches (centimeters) in size, the electrical arcs occurred within 6 feet (2 meters) of the microphone perched atop the rover's tall mast, part of a system for examining Martian rocks via camera and lasers. Sparks from the electrical discharges -- akin to static electricity here on Earth -- are clearly audible amid the noisy wind gusts and dust particles smacking the microphone.

    
Scientists have been looking for electrical activity and lightning at Mars for half a century, said the study's lead author Baptiste Chide, of the Institute for Research in Astrophysics and Planetology in Toulouse.



    
        




    




"It opens a completely new field of investigation for Mars science," Chide said, citing the possible chemical effects from electrical discharges. "It's like finding a missing piece of the puzzle."
The evidence is strong and persuasive, but it's based on a single instrument that was meant to record the rover zapping rocks with lasers, not lightning blasts, said Cardiff University's Daniel Mitchard, who was not involved in the study. What's more, he noted in an article accompanying the study in the journal Nature, the electrical discharges were heard -- not seen.

    
    
    
"It really is a chance discovery to hear something else going on nearby, and everything points to this being Martian lightning," Mitchard said in an email. But until new instruments are sent to verify the findings, "I think there will still be a debate from some scientists as to whether this really was lightning."

    
Lightning has already been confirmed on Jupiter and Saturn, and Mars has long been suspected of having it too.
To find it, Chide and his team analyzed 28 hours of Perseverance recordings, documenting episodes of "mini lightning" based on acoustic and electric signals.
Electrical discharges generated by the fast-moving dust devils lasted just a few seconds, while those spawned by dust storms lingered as long as 30 minutes.
"It's like a thunderstorm on Earth, but barely visible with a naked eye and with plenty of faint zaps," Chide said in an email. He noted that the thin, carbon dioxide-rich Martian atmosphere absorbs much of the sound, making some of the zaps barely perceptible.
Mars' atmosphere is more prone than Earth's to electrical discharging and sparking through contact among grains of dust and sand, according to Chide. 
"The current evidence suggests it is extremely unlikely that the first person to walk on Mars could, as they plant a flag on the surface, be struck down by a bolt of lightning," Mitchard wrote in Nature. But the "small and frequent static-like discharges could prove problematic for sensitive equipment."

    
These aren't the first Mars sounds transmitted by Perseverance. Earthlings have listened in to the rover's wheels crunching over the Martian surface and the whirring blades of its no-longer-flying helicopter sidekick, Ingenuity.
Perseverance has been scouring a dry river delta at Mars since 2021, collecting samples of rock for possible signs of ancient microscopic life. NASA plans to return these core samples to Earth for laboratory analysis, but the delivery is on indefinite hold as the space agency pursues cheaper options.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Science

    Tripulacion de EEUU y Rusia llega a Estacion Espacial Internacional en nave espacial rusa Soyuz




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: En esta imagen tomada de un video publicado por Roscosmos, el lanzacohetes Soyuz-2.1 con una nave espacial Soyuz MS-28 despega con el astronauta de la NASA Chris Williams y los cosmonautas de Roscosmos Sergey Kud-Sverchkov y Sergey Mikaev, una nueva tripulacion para la Estacion Espacial Internacional, desde el cosmodromo de Baikonur, Kazajistan, el jueves 7 de noviembre de 2025. (Corporacion espacial Roscosmos, via AP)]
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                                        MOSCU (AP) -- Una tripulacion compuesta por tres personas de Estados Unidos y Rusia comenzo una mision hacia la Estacion Espacial Internacional a bordo de una nave espacial rusa tras un exitoso despegue el jueves.
Un cohete impulsor Soyuz despego a las 2:27 de la tarde (9:27 de la manana, GMT) desde la instalacion de lanzamiento de Baikonur, arrendada por Rusia en Kazajistan, para poner en orbita la Soyuz MS-28.
La nave, con el astronauta de la NASA Chris Williams y sus dos colegas rusos Sergei Mikaev y Sergei Kud-Sverchkov, se acoplo a la Estacion Espacial Internacional aproximadamente tres horas despues del despegue.
Los tres tienen programado pasar aproximadamente ocho meses en el puesto orbital. La NASA informo que se trata del primer vuelo espacial para Williams, un fisico, y Mikaev, un piloto militar. Este es el segundo vuelo para Kud-Sverchkov.

    
En la Estacion Espacial Internacional, el trio se sumara a los astronautas de la NASA Mike Fincke, Zena Cardman y Jonny Kim, al astronauta de la Agencia de Exploracion Aeroespacial de Japon Kimiya Yui y a los cosmonautas rusos Sergei Ryzhikov, Alexei Zubritsky y Oleg Platonov.




    
        




    




Williams llevara a cabo investigaciones cientificas y demostraciones tecnologicas en el puesto orbital destinadas a avanzar en la exploracion espacial humana y beneficiar la vida en la Tierra, indico la NASA.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    AP Fact Check

    FACT FOCUS: It is not illegal for voters to show ID in New York and California




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Voters cast their ballots on the UCLA campus Nov. 4, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: A sheriff's deputy inspects ballots with the aid of a dog at the L.A. County Ballot Processing Center Nov. 4, 2025, in City of Industry, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope, File)]
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                                        As the leadup to the 2026 midterm elections begins, social media users -- among them billionaire X owner Elon Musk, who briefly served as a top advisor to President Donald Trump -- are using false information to advocate for more voter ID laws in the U.S.
"America should not have worse voter ID requirements than every democratic country on Earth," Musk wrote in a recent X post, which had been liked and shared approximately 310,000 times as of Wednesday. "California and New York actually banned use of ID to vote! It is illegal to show your ID in those states. The only reason to do this is fraud."
But voter registration requirements and guidance for poll workers paint a different picture.
Here's a closer look at the facts.
CLAIM: It is illegal for voters to show ID when casting a ballot in New York and California.
THE FACTS: This is false. Voters in both states need to show ID when it is necessary to complete their registration, but it is not required otherwise. Poll worker guidance published by New York and California instructs workers not to ask voters for ID unless records indicate that it is needed.

    
"There is nothing unlawful about that voter presenting a form of photo identification at a poll site in addition to fulfilling the signature verification requirement outlined in the state's consitution," Kathleen McGrath, a spokesperson for the New York State Board of Elections, said of voters whose identity has already been verified. "In fact, in some counties, voters are allowed to scan their license in an effort to expedite the looking up of their voter record on the e-pollbook, but this cannot be legally required."



    
        




    




The California secretary of state's office similarly said that "California law does not prohibit a voter from voluntarily presenting their identification."

    
    
    
In New York, voters provide their Department of Motor Vehicles number or the last four digits of their social security number when registering to vote. They may also use another form of valid photo ID or a government document that shows their name and address, such as a utility bill or a bank statement. Voters will be asked for ID at the polls if their identify cannot be verified before Election Day, according to the state's registration form.

    
Recent guidance for New York poll workers states: "Do not ask the voter for ID unless 'ID required' is next to their name in their voter records."
California has similar identification processes. If voters do not provide a driver's license number, a state ID number or the last four digits of their social security number when registering, another form of ID must be provided if they are voting for the first time in a federal election and registered by mail or online, according to the secretary of state's office.
"Poll workers must not ask a voter to provide their identification unless the voter list clearly states identification is required," reads recent guidance for California poll workers released by the state.
County election officials automatically mail ballots to all active registered voters. In the 2024 general election, 80.76% of voters voted by mail. Some counties in California do not offer in-person voting at all.

    
Musk's post also includes an image that lists 114 countries under the title, "Full or partially democratic countries that require ID to register to vote or cast a ballot on election day in all districts." All of them have a green checkmark to their left except for the U.S., which has a red "x."

Although many countries listed in the image require ID for one or both of these actions, there are at least two exceptions -- New Zealand and Australia. In New Zealand, voters can register without ID by filling out a signed enrollment form and do not need to present ID at the polls. Australian voters do not need ID to cast a ballot and may have someone who is already registered confirm their identity when submitting an enrollment form.
Representatives for Musk did not respond to a request for comment.
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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                    Oddities

    An elephant family smashed pumpkins at the Oregon Zoo. But this baby just wanted to play ball
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            A baby elephant at the Oregon Zoo had more tricks than treats when handlers gave it a small pumpkin to play with during the annual "Squishing of the Squash" where giant elephants smash half-ton pumpkins.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the Oregon Zoo shows Asian elephant calf Tula-Tu plays with a pumpkin at the Oregon Zoo in Portland, Ore., Thursday, Oct. 16, 2025. (Kathy Street/Oregon Zoo via AP)]
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            This photo provided by the Oregon Zoo shows Asian elephant calf Tula-Tu plays with a pumpkin at the Oregon Zoo in Portland, Ore., Thursday, Oct. 16, 2025. (Kathy Street/Oregon Zoo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- A baby elephant at the Oregon Zoo had more tricks than treats to show when handlers gave it a small pumpkin to play with during an annual fall event where giant elephants smash half-ton pumpkins. 
Weighing just 775 pounds (351.5 kilograms), eight-month-old Asian elephant Tula-Tu is about the heft of one of the giant pumpkins so is too small to smash them. Instead, zoo handlers gave her a small pumpkin to practice with. The little elephant dribbled the gourd around like a soccer ball, a video from the zoo shows.
Her elephant family at the Oregon Zoo enjoyed the large pumpkins on Oct. 16 at the annual "Squishing of the Squash," a tradition that goes back to 1999 when a farmer donated a pumpkin weighing 828 pounds (376 kilograms). The donated pumpkins have gotten bigger, around 1,000 pounds (450 kilograms) this year, thanks to competitive hobbyists at the Pacific Giant Vegetable Growers Club.

    
To break open the gargantuan gourds, zookeepers present them to Tula-Tu's adult relatives like her brother and father who weigh slightly over 10,000 pounds (4,500 kilograms). In a video from the zoo, they appear to delicately place one foot at the top, and gently press down. The pumpkins crack with a loud pop, sending rind and seeds flying. 
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[image: People visit Herrnhuter Sterne GmbH manufacturing, a Christmas stars manufacturing company in Herrnhut, Germany, Nov. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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[image: The INEOS Energy's Siri platform seen from a helicopter above the North Sea, Denmark, Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/James Brooks)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Ambitious plan to store CO2 beneath the North Sea set to start operations
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Locals and tourists visit the Ottoman-era Sultan Ahmed or Blue Mosque, in Istanbul, Turkey, Friday, Nov. 21, 2025, ahead of the visit of Pope Leo XIV to Turkey. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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Past years' videos have shown midsized, young elephants putting both feet on top of the pumpkins but being too light -- or lacking technique -- so the giant vegetables don't burst.

    
    
    
This year the adults elephants smashed the massive pumpkins in front of a cheering crowd of zoo visitors, and then the family of elephants ate the many tons of squash fragments.

Asian elephants like Tula-Tu and her family are considered highly endangered, according to Oregon Zoo officials. There is a fragmented population of around 40,000 to 50,000 such elephants in the wild in places ranging from India to Borneo, a Southeast Asian island straddling Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei. But there have been successful conservation milestones in recent years, including in Cambodia.
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                    Oddities

    Mysterious googly eyes go viral after appearing on public art in Oregon




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a pair of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a pair of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a a set of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a a set of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows damage cardboard and tape following the removal of a pair of googly eyes that were placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)]
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            This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows damage cardboard and tape following the removal of a pair of googly eyes that were placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)
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                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- Googly eyes have been appearing on sculptures around the central Oregon city of Bend, delighting many residents and sparking a viral sensation covered widely by news outlets and featured on a popular late-night talk show.
On social media, the city shared photos of googly eyes on installations in the middle of roundabouts that make up its so-called "Roundabout Art Route." One photo shows googly eyes placed on a sculpture of two deer, while another shows them attached to a sphere. It's not yet known who has been putting them on the sculptures.
"While the googly eyes placed on the various art pieces around town might give you a chuckle, it costs money to remove them with care to not damage the art," the city said in its posts.
The Facebook post received hundreds of comments, with many users saying they liked the googly eyes. "My daughter and I went past the flaming chicken today and shared the biggest laugh," one user said, using a nickname for the "Phoenix Rising" sculpture. "We love the googly eyes. This town is getting to be so stuffy. Let's have fun!"

    
Another Facebook user wrote: "I think the googly eyes on the deer specifically are a great look, and they should stay that way."



    
        




    




Others said the city should focus on addressing more important issues, such as homelessness, instead of spending time and money on removing the googly eyes. 

    
    
    
Over the years, the city's sculptures have been adorned with other seasonal decorations, including Santa hats, wreaths, leis. The city doesn't remove those, and views the googly eyes differently because of the adhesive, Bend's communications director, Rene Mitchell, told The Associated Press.
"We really encourage our community to engage with the art and have fun. We just need to make sure that we can protect it and that it doesn't get damaged," she said.
The post and its comments were covered by news outlets, and even made it on a segment of CBS's "The Late Show with Stephen Colbert." The city regrets that its post was misunderstood, Mitchell said.

    
"There was no intent to be heavy-handed, and we certainly understand maybe how that was taken," she said. "We own this large collection of public art and really want to bring awareness to the community that applying adhesives does harm the art. So as stewards of the collection, we wanted to share that on social media."
The city has so far spent $1,500 on removing googly eyes from seven of the eight sculptures impacted, Mitchell said, and has started treating some of the art pieces, which are made of different types of metal such as bronze and steel. The "Phoenix Rising" sculpture might need to be repainted entirely, she said.
For some, the googly eyes -- like the other holiday objects -- provide a welcome boost of seasonal cheer. 

"I look forward to seeing the creativity of whoever it is that decorates the roundabouts during the holidays," one social media commenter said. "Brings a smile to everyone to see silliness."
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    Ah, rats! Researchers say some other critter likely created Chicago's 'rat hole' sidewalk landmark




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Chicago's iconic Rat Hole along the 1900 block of West Roscoe Street in the Roscoe Village neighborhood is seen, Jan. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (Tyler Pasciak LaRiviere/Chicago Sun-Times via AP, File)]
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            TODD RICHMOND

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Ah, rats! 
Researchers think they have debunked the origin of Chicago's so-called "rat hole," one of the Windy City's weirdest local landmarks.
Hold on. The rat hole wasn't what you think. It wasn't some back alley bar that served as a speakeasy for the city's notorious gangster clientele or a tenement stuffed to the brim with junk. It was actually a full-body impression of an unlucky critter that got trapped in wet sidewalk cement in the city's Roscoe Village neighborhood about 20 or 30 years ago. The imprint closely resembles that of a spread-eagled rat, complete with outlines of what appear to be tiny claws, arms and legs and even a tail.
The rat hole went viral early last year after comedian Winslow Dumaine posted a photo of it on X. The post drew curious tourists to the site at all hours, with some leaving coins and other odd objects around the impression as a tribute. 

    
The constant traffic drew complaints from neighbors, though, and in April 2024 someone filled the impression with a substance resembling plaster. City workers eventually removed that slab of sidewalk and took it to the City Hall-County Building. A plaque honoring the rat hole remains at the actual site.
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[image: People visit Herrnhuter Sterne GmbH manufacturing, a Christmas stars manufacturing company in Herrnhut, Germany, Nov. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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[image: The INEOS Energy's Siri platform seen from a helicopter above the North Sea, Denmark, Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/James Brooks)]
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[image: Locals and tourists visit the Ottoman-era Sultan Ahmed or Blue Mosque, in Istanbul, Turkey, Friday, Nov. 21, 2025, ahead of the visit of Pope Leo XIV to Turkey. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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Researchers hailing from the University of Tennessee, New York Institute of Technology College of Osteopathic Medicine and the University of Calgary published a paper Wednesday in the journal Biology Letters that concludes the rat hole was most likely created not by the titular rodent but a squirrel or a muskrat. 

    
    
    
The researchers studied online photos of the rat hole and compared measurements of the imprint to museum specimens of animals commonly found in the Chicago area. The presence of arms, legs and a tail excluded birds, snakes, frogs and turtles, shrinking the possibilities to a mammal. The claw outlines further reduced the field to rats, mice, squirrels, chipmunks and muskrats, the study said.

    
The creature's long forelimbs, third digits and hind paws were too large for a rat but fell into the measurement ranges for Eastern gray squirrels, fox squirrels and muskrats. The most probable suspect is the Eastern gray squirrel given how abundant that creature is in the Chicago area, the study concluded.
Other researchers have theorized that a squirrel created the imprint, the study acknowledged. Cement is typically wet during the day, and rats are nocturnal and the creature didn't leave any tracks, suggesting a squirrel misjudged a leap or slipped from a branch and landed in the wet cement, the study noted.
The imprint didn't show any sign of a bushy tail, but hair often lacks the rigidity to create deep, well-defined impressions, and it would have been surprising to find such an imprint, the study said.

"We therefore propose that the specimen be rechristened the 'Windy City Sidewalk Squirrel' -- a name more fitting of its likely origins and more aligned with the evidence at hand," they wrote. 
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    Giant, floating pumpkin races draw large crowds to annual event in Oregon
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            Dressed as Buddy from the movie "Elf, Gary Kristensen won the first regatta of the day, paddling in a giant pumpkin. (AP Video: Claire Rush)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gary Kristensen, dressed up as the character Buddy from the holiday movie "Elf," celebrates after winning a race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Gary Kristensen, dressed up as the character Buddy from the holiday movie "Elf," celebrates after winning a race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nina Richards, dressed as Shrek, races in a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Nina Richards, dressed as Shrek, races in a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jon Sestak, dressed as Elvis, is helped out of the loading area ahead of his race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Jon Sestak, dressed as Elvis, is helped out of the loading area ahead of his race during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: From left, Brod Salo, Julia, Rae Nathanson and Ellis Lorant pose with a giant pumpkin during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: People race giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            People race giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A child points to people racing giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            A child points to people racing giant pumpkins during the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, in Tualatin, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            CLAIRE RUSH

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        TUALATIN, Ore. (AP) -- Hoisting his kayak paddle in the air triumphantly, Gary Kristensen celebrated as he crossed the finish line, victorious in his giant, floating pumpkin.
Dressed up as the character Buddy from Will Ferrell's holiday movie "Elf," Kristensen won the first race in the annual event over the weekend in Tualatin, Oregon. The Portland suburb has hosted the West Coast Giant Pumpkin Regatta since 2004, drawing large crowds who cheer on costumed participants as they race around a small human-made lake in humongous pumpkins that have been carved out, allowing them to float.
"You've got an exciting activity that crowds love, you've got the costumes, cheering people, spectacle, pumpkins sinking, it has everything," Kristensen said after emerging victorious in the first race of Sunday's event in a 936-pound (425-kilogram) pumpkin.

    
For Kristensen, who has competed in the regatta since 2013, the activity has become much more than a once-annual affair. Earlier this year, he claimed a Guinness World Record for longest journey by pumpkin boat after paddling some 58 miles (94 kilometers) on the Columbia River -- breaking the record he had set the previous year.
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[image: People visit Herrnhuter Sterne GmbH manufacturing, a Christmas stars manufacturing company in Herrnhut, Germany, Nov. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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[image: The INEOS Energy's Siri platform seen from a helicopter above the North Sea, Denmark, Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/James Brooks)]
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[image: Locals and tourists visit the Ottoman-era Sultan Ahmed or Blue Mosque, in Istanbul, Turkey, Friday, Nov. 21, 2025, ahead of the visit of Pope Leo XIV to Turkey. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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The niche endeavor has also become a passion for Brad Bahns, who participated in his fourth regatta dressed up as a character from the TV series "Squid Game." He described the fun in growing his own pumpkin -- which took six months -- and "getting to culminate the season by putting it in the lake and paddling with our friends."

    
    
    
At 1,376 pounds (624 kilomgrams), the weight of his pumpkin this year marked a personal record for him.
"It's kind of an addiction at this point," he said.
In the early morning rain, before the races got underway, workers operated fork lifts and heavy machinery to lift the enormous pumpkins and transfer them to the water. Growers and competitors then wielded saws and knives to cut a hole in the top of their pumpkins, and scooped out the goopy insides with spoons, scrapers and their bare hands so that they could sit inside.

    
The more innards that are removed, the lighter the pumpkin becomes, giving its captain a competitive edge by allowing swifter travel. By the time the carving was done, there were enough discarded seeds and pulp to fill a dumpster.
Members of the Pacific Giant Vegetable Growers, who grow the pumpkins for the regatta, were the competitors in the first race. On its website, the gardening association describes itself as "focused on the fun-filled, competitive hobby of growing obscenely large vegetables."
Aboard pumpkins of differing orange and yellow hues, their costumes varied from celebrity chef Guy Fieri and a UPS delivery man with cardboard boxes stacked on the back of his pumpkin, to Elvis and a person in a hot dog suit. Someone dressed up as Luigi, the character from Nintendo's Mario games with a trademark green cap and shirt, had a green pumpkin to match. 

In another race, a participant wore a Shrek costume and green face paint, mirroring some fans in the crowd who also dressed up as the lovable ogre from the popular films.
When asked what it takes to grow a massive pumpkin, Kristensen shared his simple recipe for success: "Good seeds, good soil, good luck, hard work."
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                    Lifestyle

    Here's a strategy to get through stressful holiday gatherings. Act like a dull rock
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            JAMIE DUCHARME

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        The holidays are a time of merriment, festivity -- and, for many, tense family gatherings.
People think, "'How do I deal with relatives who, at times, are intrusive or trigger me or say things that are abusive?" said Mark Rapaport, president-elect of the American Psychiatric Association. 
When trying to defuse stressful family dynamics, some people use a strategy called "gray rocking."
The point is to "act boring, like a gray rock," said Samantha Whiten, a Maryland-based clinical psychologist. "You do not give difficult people any potential ammunition."
Is gray rocking actually a smart way to survive the holiday season? Here's what experts said.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, left, whose lupus took six years to diagnose, receives her monthly lupus-focused IV treatment at UMass Memorial Medical Center, Jan. 14, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]
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When it can be helpful
The gray rock method is perhaps best known as a tool for managing interactions with narcissistic, manipulative or otherwise toxic individuals. But it doesn't have to be so extreme. It can be deployed "in any situation where you are trying to minimize conflict with somebody who you have to interact with," Whiten said.
When gray rocking, you're purposely making yourself uninteresting by politely offering short, non-committal responses rather than getting sucked into a high-drama exchange. The idea is to deprive the other person of the attention or reaction they want, prompting them to move on. 
Imagine you're invited to a holiday party with your whole family -- including Uncle Bob, who gets under your skin. You don't want to skip the party outright; you just want to de-escalate conversations with Bob so you can enjoy your evening. That's where gray rocking might come in.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Maybe Bob corners you to talk politics. In previous years, you might have taken the bait and ended up in a shouting match. But when gray rocking, you'd sidestep conflict with a bland response, like, "Interesting opinion. How's work?"

    
    
    
Rapaport said he's not aware of published research on the technique's efficacy, but said its objectives make sense.
"One of the keys in circumstances like this is not to emotionally engage," he said. 

    
And when gray rocking hurts

Gray rocking can be helpful in a pinch. But particularly when practiced regularly, it can come at a cost to your emotional health and relationships, warned Darlene Lancer, a California-based marriage and family therapist.
"After a while, people get numb," Lancer said. "They start shutting down to their own feelings of hurt or anger."
The strategy can create distance between you and your loved ones.
"I don't recommend it, really, in a relationship that you want to last and grow," Lancer said. If you care about the long-term health of a relationship, "the ideal is always to be more authentic" and talk through your issues, she said. (And of course, if a relationship is truly harmful or dangerous, it may be best to leave it or limit contact.) 
Even in the short-term, stonewalling someone may anger or upset them, particularly if they didn't realize their comments bothered you in the first place, Rapaport added. Great Aunt Sally may think she's just making friendly conversation when she asks, yet again, when you're going to have kids, even if it feels like an attack to you.

    
Polite directness may get you further in these situations, Rapaport said. 
"Sometimes you acknowledge it and say, 'I hear what you want to talk about, but it's not something I want to discuss at this time,'" he suggested.
Go in with a game plan

To set yourself up for success at gray rocking, plan ahead. "People really do well with having a specific goal," Whiten said, so think about exactly how you'd like to handle difficult situations likely to arise at your gatherings. That way, when the moment comes, you can fall back on your plan instead of responding emotionally.
Consider which interactions tend to be hardest for you, and think of a few placid responses to keep in your back pocket. This can be as simple as responding to your mother's unsolicited advice with a neutral comment like, "Thanks, I'll think about it," instead of snapping, Lancer said.
You might also recruit similarly minded loved ones to help if things start to get heated, Rapaport suggested.
"Contact folks ahead of time and say, 'Hey, if you see this happening with me, pull me away,'" he said.

    
Make sure to keep drug and alcohol consumption in check, since substances make it much harder to keep a level head.
Finally, try to focus on the good -- the people who you do want to see at the party -- and channel a little empathy toward the difficult figures in your life, Rapaport said. 

"These actions that trigger huge emotional responses in you may be a little less likely to do so because you're thinking about their vulnerability, their weaknesses, their inability to know how to engage with others," he said. 
A little generosity of spirit can go a long way. It is the holidays, after all.
---
For more AP Be Well stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/be-well. For more AP holiday stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/holidays.
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    It's possible to get addicted to pot. Here's what to know
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            Experts say relaxed access and high-potency cannabis products may be contributing to a rise in addiction. (AP video: Mark Vancleave)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marijuana plants are seen at a growing facility in Washington County, N.Y., May 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink, File)]
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            Marijuana plants are seen at a growing facility in Washington County, N.Y., May 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink, File)
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                                        Dr. Smita Das often hears the same myth: You can't get hooked on pot.
And the misconception has become more widespread as a growing number of states legalize marijuana. Around half now allow recreational use for adults and 40 states allow medical use.
But "cannabis is definitely something that someone can develop an addiction to," said Das, an addiction psychiatrist at Stanford University.
It's called cannabis use disorder and it's on the rise, affecting about 3 in 10 people who use pot, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Here's how to know whether you or a loved one are addicted to marijuana -- and what kinds of treatment exist.

    
How to identify signs of cannabis use disorder 
If pot interferes with your daily life, health or relationships, those are red flags.
"The more that somebody uses and the higher potency that somebody uses, the higher the risk of that," Das said.
It's become more common as cannabis has gotten stronger in recent years. In the 1960s, most pot that people smoked contained less than 5% THC, the ingredient that gets you high. Today, the THC potency in cannabis flower and concentrates in dispensaries can reach 40% or more, according to the National Institute on Drug Abuse.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, left, whose lupus took six years to diagnose, receives her monthly lupus-focused IV treatment at UMass Memorial Medical Center, Jan. 14, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]
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Cannabis use disorder is diagnosed the same way as any other substance use disorder -- by looking at whether someone meets certain criteria laid out in the latest version of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, the main guide for mental health providers.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


These include needing more of the drug to get the same effect, having withdrawal symptoms and spending a lot of time trying to get or use it.
"When we break it down into these criteria that have to do with the impacts of their use, it's a lot more relatable," Das said.

    
What the different levels of addiction are
If you've met just two of the criteria for cannabis use disorder in the last year, doctors say you have a mild form of the condition. If you meet six or more, you have a more severe form.
According to the latest version of the National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 7% of all people 12 or older had cannabis use disorder in 2024 and most had a mild form. About 1 in 5 had a severe form.
People can be dependent on and addicted to substances. Dependence is physical, while addiction involves behavior changes.
Marijuana doesn't affect everyone the same way, though. The same amount can have "major impacts" on one person's daily life but have no impact on another person's, Das said. "It really comes down to: How much is that substance impacting someone's functioning and life day-to-day?"
Where people can get help for cannabis use disorder
Many marijuana users first come to Das for help coping with something else, like alcohol use disorder. Later, she said, they'll often come back and mention a struggle with cannabis. 
She assures them that there are effective treatments for the disorder. 
One is called motivational interviewing, a goal-oriented counseling style that helps people find internal motivation to change their behavior. Another is cognitive behavioral therapy or CBT, a form of talk therapy that helps people to challenge negative thought patterns and reduce unhelpful behaviors. 

    
Twelve-step programs like Marijuana Anonymous can also be helpful, Das said. But whether someone chooses to join a group or not, even being able to lean on a community of people who aren't using pot is an important part for recovery. 
Dave Bushnell, a retired digital executive creative director, started a Reddit group 14 years ago for people who, like him, had developed an addiction or dependency to cannabis and wanted help recovering. Its discussion forum has 350,000 members and continues to grow.
Bushnell, 60, said peer support is essential to recovery and some people feel more comfortable chatting online than in person. "This is potheads taking care of potheads," he said.
Doctors urged people who need help to get it, whether it's with a professional or in a peer group.
As with alcohol, "just because something's legal doesn't mean that it's safe," Das said. 
___
Associated Press reporter Leah Willingham in Boston contributed to this story.

    
______

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Remember to give thanks to yourself during the holidays and beyond
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- While reflecting on what we're thankful for during the holiday season, we often focus on the external: the company of loved ones. The nourishment of a shared meal. The homes in which we gather. 
But how often do we turn the lens of gratitude toward ourselves?
It's fairly uncommon, because people generally are more comfortable expressing gratefulness to others. But psychologists say taking the time to thank ourselves for the qualities that carried us through life can be healthy and important, even if doing it feels awkward or arouses fears of appearing egotistical.
One reason self-gratitude doesn't come naturally: the human brain evolved to look for problems and dwell on the negative when everyday life required an awareness of immediate dangers, said Kristin Neff, associate professor in the educational psychology department at the University of Texas, Austin.

    
Our ancestors who kicked back and relaxed were more likely to be eaten by lions, while the ones who dwelled on where the lions might be tomorrow were more likely to survive, Neff said. 
"It's not that it's hard to do, but we have to overcome the natural tendency of the brain to always be looking for problems as a way of staying safe," she said. 
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[image: Ruth Wilson, left, whose lupus took six years to diagnose, receives her monthly lupus-focused IV treatment at UMass Memorial Medical Center, Jan. 14, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]
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If people spent five minutes a day looking at themselves with compassion, their days would be different, said Maryanna Klatt, director of the Center for Integrative Health at Ohio State University. She recommended acknowledging our strengths, but also our challenges, which we can view as opportunities that may lead us to a place we never would have discovered.
In this story, several people approached in parks share what they appreciate about themselves.

    
Seeing the positive
Lorenzo Cruz, 26, grew up in the Dominican Republic, where he recently earned a bachelor's degree in business before moving to Boston. 
As a child, he experienced not having basic necessities, but as a teenager he moved and had a more comfortable life which enabled him to travel, receive an education and expand his perspective, he said.
"I'm grateful for the rough childhood I had because that made me appreciate so many different things that I've noticed people don't look at or don't appreciate enough," Cruz said. "The way I see life, I'm grateful for that."
To express thanks to himself, Cruz gives himself permission "to go for that trip, to binge watch that show, to go have fun at the bar, to eat that pizza at 12 a.m. I think we all tend to judge and put too much pressure on ourselves. Sometimes I just have to give myself a break and thank me for everything."
Giving
As a single mother in her 40s, Ana Anitoaie appreciates the way she manages her family life and gives back to her community through teaching. 
"I'm an immigrant. I came to the United States in 1995, and I'm really grateful for being on-task and following my education, and I have achieved so much by myself. I help my family back in Europe," said Anitoaie, a secondary school math teacher.
"Today's society is not really looking for what we're grateful for," Anitoaie said. "I think we should practice that more and we'll be living in a happier Earth."

    
Taking chances
Lara Furac, a primary school teacher who lives in Switzerland, is thankful for her courage and caring for others. She was in New York attending a bartending class with the goal of switching careers.
"I'm very grateful that I'm someone who gives everyone a fair chance, and I'm not scared to open up to people and meet new people," said Furac, 29. "I always said I'm not scared to make steps in life that are uncomfortable to some, but for me, the most important thing in life is that I can look back one day and be like, yes, I really lived, and I'm grateful that I really tried to do that, even if it's scary sometimes and if it means something new, but also saying goodbye to something you know. I'm grateful that I'm brave enough to do that."
Self-care
Jose Santiago, a student at Mercy University in New York, recognizes his optimism as an asset. "You know, I don't see the negative or anything," the 18 year old said. "I always see the situation as a way to get better. I always see each day as a blessing because someone didn't get to wake up today." 

    
"I express gratitude to myself in sometimes just the way I get ready for the day and the way I approach it," he said. If he's in a bad mood, he starts his day "with a nice shower, go through a skin care routine, hair care routine, maybe play a certain song that makes me think of a good memory in my life, back to when I was a child."
Determination
As an actor in New York City, Joe Osheroff, 54, is "grateful for my persistence when it pays off. And by payoff, I mean if I'm able to do things in life, in my career, and outside of my career that are fulfilling and justify all the parts of it that are difficult."
To thank himself, Osheroff takes time to slow down and sit in the park, especially with a good cup of coffee. He also searches for small treasures at antique shops, enjoying browsing even if he doesn't buy anything.

    
Taking action
Souzanne Eng, who retired from the fashion industry, said she always appreciates what the higher powers have given her, "but I never really say to myself, 'You know, a lot of these things, it's because I put them in action."
"I'm grateful that I am kind. I'm grateful that I'm good to people. I am grateful that I am patient," Eng said. "Grateful that I am able to put in action, to go for it. I've always been a goal-oriented person, and I never let things stop me. So I guess I'm grateful for those attributes."
Eating right
Dea Shpati, an accountant, said she doesn't excel at physical activity, but "I am grateful that I try to take care of my body, especially by nutrition. I'm really grateful that I do that."
"I push myself to walk or to run or to exercise, but for the eating part, it comes naturally and for that I'm grateful," said Shpati, 24.
"I'm grateful that I want to work. I would hate if I don't have a job. I'm grateful that I have the desire to do so, to earn for myself and to contribute in the family budget."
Self-love
College friends Emily Milner, 33, and Meagan Hicks, 32, were walking together during a visit in New York.
"I like to show gratitude to myself by just giving myself thought time, and in that time, I thank my past self for my current life," said Milner, a marketing professional who lives in Sedalia, Colorado.
"In a lot of ways we live in a self-deprecating society, and when you care for other people, you don't have to reflect inwards, because that's a difficult thing to do," Milner said. "So people use caring about other people and being grateful for other people as a way to avoid introspection."
"It is the greatest form of self-love, giving gratitude to yourself," Hicks said.
___

Send your wellness questions and story ideas to [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    A good shower is a simple shower, no matter what influencers recommend




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Water flows from a shower head on Wednesday, Aug. 12, 2020, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Water flows from a shower head on Wednesday, Aug. 12, 2020, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            KENYA HUNTER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        You may be seeing elaborate shower cleansing routines on social media: daily exfoliation, double cleansing, antibacterial soap, loads of scented body scrubs and shower oils. 
"I'm kind of appalled by the shower routines," said Dr. Olga Bunimovich, a practicing dermatologist and assistant professor at the University of Pittsburgh.
The multistep processes that have inspired people to spend endless amounts of time sudsing up can harm your skin -- and the environment. Dermatologists say it's all mostly unnecessary. 
"Your skin is a barrier," said Dr. Nicole Negbenebor, a dermatologic surgeon at University of Iowa Health Care. "It's one of the biggest barriers you have. It's you in your natural elements. So you want to treat it right, and then sometimes there can be too much of a good thing."
Here's what to know about how to take a basic shower and indicators that you've gone too far with your routine.

    
The basics of showering
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[image: People visit Herrnhuter Sterne GmbH manufacturing, a Christmas stars manufacturing company in Herrnhut, Germany, Nov. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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[image: The INEOS Energy's Siri platform seen from a helicopter above the North Sea, Denmark, Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/James Brooks)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Ambitious plan to store CO2 beneath the North Sea set to start operations
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Locals and tourists visit the Ottoman-era Sultan Ahmed or Blue Mosque, in Istanbul, Turkey, Friday, Nov. 21, 2025, ahead of the visit of Pope Leo XIV to Turkey. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Under glare of world's media, Pope Leo XIV to visit Turkey and Lebanon on first foreign trip
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    





A shower is a relatively simple routine that usually doesn't require 10 steps or a plethora of products.
A daily shower with lukewarm water and a fragrance-free hypoallergenic cleanser -- followed by hydrating lotion or oil afterward -- will do the trick. 
Don't plan to stay in the shower too long or turn the water temperature too high -- it can strip your skin of the natural oils it needs to maintain its barrier, leaving it vulnerable to dryness and irritation.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


When it comes to soaps, use one meant for sensitive skin. Antibacterial soaps are popular, but experts said they dry out your skin too much for daily use. (However, they can be beneficial for people with an autoimmune skin condition called hidradenitis suppurativa, which causes painful boils and abscesses on the skin.)

    
    
    
Oils can be beneficial for your skin once you're damp and out of the shower, Negbenebor said. But it's important to remember that oil isn't a moisturizer, but a sealant. The water hydrates your skin, but the oil will lock in that moisture. 
"It's nice to hear about skincare routines that do involve both cleansing and also providing hydration," Dr. Lisa Akintilo, a dermatologist at NYU Langone Health, "because that's missing in a lot of people's skin care routine."

    
"Double cleansing" is unnecessary
Some influencers suggest that a skin care routine isn't complete without exfoliation and what's called double cleansing. 
The latter is typically reserved for facial skincare routines, especially when you're wearing makeup, and involves using an oil-based cleanser to break down makeup and excess oil followed by a water-based cleanser to remove any remaining residue. 
Experts said you don't need to bring that practice to the full body. 
"Not only do I not think that we need to double cleanse our skin ... people overuse soap all the time," Bunimovich said. "You should not be soaping up all of your skin, period." Instead, Bunimovich added, wash your privates and your skin folds. 

    
Exfoliate -- but not too much
Exfoliation is meant to remove dead skin cells off our body, and is good for our skin, experts said. But doing it daily could cause a mound of problems, especially if you have dry skin or skin conditions like eczema or acne. 
Manual exfoliation -- that is when you use a body scrub or a rougher loofah -- should be done sparingly to avoid irritation. 
If you see rashes on your skin after exfoliation, it may be a sign you're over doing it. 
A more gentle way of exfoliating is using products that have lactic or glycolic acid, dermatologists said, but not all the time.
Save water, shorten your shower

Showers account for nearly 17% of Americans' indoor water use, the Environmental Protection Agency says.
Multiple states in moderate to severe drought conditions have called for water conservation efforts this year -- including taking shorter showers. 
If you want to get clean and retain your natural oils, a lukewarm shower that gives you enough time to clean your body should do the trick in most cases.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content. 
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    Reconnecting with an old friend is a story of distance, loss and rediscovery




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Kim Ventresca, 22, writes in a journal at Union Square Park in Manhattan on Nov. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Cathy Bussewitz)]
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[image: This Sept. 1994 photo provided by Heather Robb, shows Robb, left, and Laine DiPasquantonio, right, pose for a photo at Robb's wedding in Machester-by-the-Sea, Mass. (Heather Robb via AP)]
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[image: Heather Robb, left, and Laine DePasquantonio, right, pose for a selfie in Denver, Colo., when they reconnected in April, 2025. (Heather Robb via AP)]
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[image: Reyna Dominguez, 18, reads in Union Square Park in Manhattan on Nov. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Cathy Bussewitz)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When Jennifer Lea Austin met Molly in second grade, they quickly became best friends. They giggled through classes until the teacher separated them, inspiring them to come up with their own language. They shared sleepovers and went on each other's family vacations.
But they gradually drifted apart after Austin's family moved to Germany before the girls started high school. Decades passed before they recently reconnected as grown women.
"Strong friendships really do stay for the long haul," Austin, 51, said. "Even if there are pauses in between and they fade, that doesn't mean they completely dissolve or they go forgotten. They're always there kind of lingering like a little light in the back." 
Early friendships are some of the deepest: the schoolmates who shared bike rides and their favorite candy. The roommates who offered comfort after breakups. The ones who know us, sometimes better than we know ourselves.

    
But as adults take on jobs and the responsibilities of homes and families, it can be challenging to stay connected with everyone we've loved. 
Technology plays a role, too. Loneliness has increased since the television was invented and intensified with the introduction of smartphones, according to psychologist Marisa Franco, a University of Maryland assistant clinical professor and author of "Platonic," a book about the science of attachment.
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[image: People visit Herrnhuter Sterne GmbH manufacturing, a Christmas stars manufacturing company in Herrnhut, Germany, Nov. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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[image: The INEOS Energy's Siri platform seen from a helicopter above the North Sea, Denmark, Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/James Brooks)]
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[image: Locals and tourists visit the Ottoman-era Sultan Ahmed or Blue Mosque, in Istanbul, Turkey, Friday, Nov. 21, 2025, ahead of the visit of Pope Leo XIV to Turkey. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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Once they've lost touch with friends, some people are reluctant to reach out, fearing rejection. But most of those on the receiving end appreciate the effort more than we expect, Franco said.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"People are delighted to hear from their old friends and open to connections," she said. 

    
    
    
Franco suggests reminiscing about a shared memory to span the time and distance. It can be something as simple as, "This pic came up and I just realized I wanted to check in on you," she said. Propose a meetup. If the friend lives far away, try scheduling a phone date to catch up.
Below, six people who tried to rekindle lost friendships reflect on distance, loss and reconnection.

    
A missing piece
Heather Robb and Laine DiPasquantonio were nearly inseparable in their 20s, when they both lived in Boston. They went to concerts and vacationed together. DiPasquantonio was there when Robb met her future husband and attended their wedding as a bridesmaid. 
But sometime after Robb married and DiPasquantonio moved to Colorado, their circle of friends scattered. They became busy raising children, juggling jobs and caring for aging parents.
"It's terrible because you don't know it's happening," Robb, 60, said in a joint interview. "I think it was simply space and time. We were all in different cities, we were all in that busy time of toddlers."
Years passed with occasional holiday cards and texts but few meaningful interactions. DiPasquantonio saw photos on social media of Robb skiing and traveling with other friends. "I wasn't sure there was so much room for me, from a distance," she said.
"Aww, I feel badly about that," Robb replied. "I would argue that's the bad side of social media."

    
The women found their way back to each other when Robb, president of Heather Robb Communications, had a business trip to Denver in April. She called to see if DiPasquantonio wanted to get dinner. "I didn't know if she was going to be that happy to hear from me. I actually had some trepidation in reaching out," Robb said.
When she did, Robb learned her friend was about to undergo surgery for breast cancer. Instead of meeting for dinner, DiPasquantonio, a placement specialist at Harmony Senior Referrals, invited Robb to stay for the weekend. A mutual friend flew out to join them. 
"I was so tickled that you called and wanted to get together. It was awesome," DiPasquantonio, 63, said during their interview. "What took us so long, right?" 
They've remained close since. 
"It just feels so good. It feels like there was a missing piece," Robb said.

    
Just do it
Reyna Dominguez, 18, had the same best friend since first grade. But when Dominguez moved from Long Island to Brooklyn, her friend began college. Dominguez started working in a salon and their schedules didn't align. About six months passed without communication. 
After graduating cosmetology school, Dominguez texted her friend to share the news. 
"I was a bit anxious that she was not going to respond. But she did, and I was so relieved and happy," Dominguez said.
Now they're in touch about once a month and planning to get together. 
"It's important to stay in touch because sometimes I do get lonely, like I have no one to really talk to," Dominguez said. "But with her, she knows all about my life."
Dominguez encourages anyone considering reaching out to an old friend to go ahead. "I say just do it. You have nothing to lose," she said. "I guess the worst they could do is not respond to you, but I feel like you'll still be happy with the thought, 'I tried.'"

    
Staying close
Andrew Snyder's best friend since 5th grade lives a plane ride away, but that hasn't stopped them from keeping in touch. They call or email each other at least once a month and see each other several times per year. 
At key points in their lives, they've visited each others' homes "so when we talk about things, we actually can understand," said Snyder, 50, who teaches philosophy and economics in New York City. 
Living in different cities means it requires work to stay connected, but it's important to Snyder, who feels that friendships are thinning out as people spend more time looking at cellphone screens. 
"Friendship and cooking your own food, and exercising and being outside, these are the things that used to be real life, and now I think they're all fading," Snyder said. "I don't think the real issue is time anymore. I think the real issue is a sense of overwhelm and a sense of depletion that we all feel."
No regrets
Kim Ventresca, 22, drifted from her best friend while attending college. She reached out a few times and they reconnected when the friend was having a rough time. But they stopped talking again when Ventresca was going through mental health and relationship challenges. Eventually, the other young woman told Ventresca she no longer wanted to be friends.
"I've got some new friends now, and I feel like it's probably better because some things happen for a reason," she said. "I'm hoping that she's alright and that she is doing OK."
Ventresca, who works as a social media manager and receptionist in New Jersey, said she still recommends reaching out to missed friends, even if it's awkward.
"The worst thing that happens is you get 'left on read' or delivered or declined," she said.
Secret language 
After Austin's family moved to Germany, she didn't see her childhood best friend again for 20 years, through a chance meeting on a New York City subway platform. They reconnected briefly, but contact lapsed again.
Molly's 2021 visit with one of her children to a college near Austin's home provided another chance to restore the friendship. They've remained close since.
"Something at that point just shifted," Austin, owner of KindPoint Communications, said. "Things really picked up and we just basically outright said, 'Let's just keep this momentum going. Let's not wait another 20 years.'"
___

Send your wellness questions and story ideas to [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Preparing to study abroad requires knowing what might go wrong during and after the trip




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Sign boards of various educational consultants that attract youth to study abroad cover the facade of a building in Kochi, Kerala state, India, March 7, 2023. (AP Photo/ R S Iyer, File)]
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[image: Chinese tourists poses at Tha Phae Gate in Chiang Mai province, northern Thailand, Jan. 23, 2023. (AP Photo/Wichai Thaprieo, File)]
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[image: A woman jogs at the Marly le Roi garden west of Paris, Nov. 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)]
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[image: An Alaska Airlines airplane takes off at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport, Nov. 6, 2025, in SeaTac, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)]
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                                        After spending two college semesters in northern Thailand, Sarah Jongsma found herself back home in the rural Nevada town where she grew up, surrounded by everything familiar yet feeling strangely out of place.
"It caught me off guard," she said. "I didn't know what was going on."
Only later, after a summer studying in India and while preparing to go to France for another semester abroad, did Jongsma understand what she had been feeling: reverse culture shock.
The 22-year-old's experience shows that studying abroad can be challenging in unexpected ways. Experts say that's why students need to study up on not only safety precautions and cultural differences, but also the emotional shifts that may come with leaving home -- and returning to it.
Planning for low points and potential disappointments, experts say, can help students focus on making the most of a trip that is exciting, challenging and life-changing.

    
"The value and purpose of studying abroad is to learn about the rest of the world as well as learn about yourself. In fact, it is the juxtaposition of having your assumptions tested that you can gain from studying abroad and helps you understand yourself even better," said Bill Bull, vice president of risk management for the Council on International Educational Exchange, which facilitates high school, college and faculty study-abroad programs. 
Here are some tips that experts and students recommend for anyone heading off to learn in a foreign country:

    
Before you travel
Along with having an up-to-date passport and a visa, if their host country requires one, students need to be aware of potential risks and cultural expectations based on their ethnicity, nationality, race, gender, sexual orientation and religion.
Many countries do not recognize same-sex unions, so experts suggest being careful of open interactions with a partner of the same sex. Women may face cultural expectations around dress or hair, or find it hard to obtain birth control or feminine hygiene products they didn't think to bring with them.
"Make plans for what you will do when things go wrong, because things can go wrong and things will go wrong," said Bull, who recommends connecting with students who studied abroad, as well as their parents, for advice they wished they'd had. "It doesn't mean it has to be the end of your experience. It just means that you need to be ready to manage it."
Some study-abroad programs offer basic health coverage, but students should consider medical evacuation insurance and check whether any of their regular prescribed medications are illegal abroad. The U.S. Department of State also recommends enrolling in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program, a free safety and security alert service for U.S. citizens.
Advance research also is important for students still thinking about whether to apply for a study-abroad program. 
Financial and academic planning are equally important, as they are among the biggest barriers for students seeking to study abroad, said Phoebe Stears-Macauley, a Germany and Spain program advisor for the University Studies Abroad Consortium, which offers study-abroad programs for university students.

    
"Meet with your academic advisors, talk through the classes you will take and how those will transfer back, and meet with your financial aid office," she said.
While a lot of the preparation and precautions are about practical needs, experts and students say it's just as much about setting realistic expectations.
When Jongsma left for the Thai city of Chiang Mai in 2023, it was her first time traveling internationally and being away from her parents.
"When you're getting ready to leave, you get really focused on your own personal goals and how you're going to meet them," she said. "I don't think you realize that when you get there, you'll miss your community a lot."
Homesickness may feel even sharper around holidays like Thanksgiving, especially for students who have not spent them away from family before. Jongsma suggests bringing small reminders of home with you and keeping a journal. She also packed a small portable printer for her summer studies in Bengaluru, India, in case she wanted to print out pictures of family and friends.

    
While abroad
Once students arrive at their destination, experts suggest slowing down and observing their surroundings. A common regret Stears-Macauley said she hears from returning students, especially those who studied in Europe, is that they spent every weekend traveling and not getting to know their host city. 
Bull advises students to think about why they are studying abroad in the first place and what they hope to get from the experience. Choosing to be present in the moment instead of constantly taking photos can make the time far more meaningful and yield cultural clues that help you fit in, he said.
"Anyone can go be a tourist," Bull said. "You want to notice what's going on around you. You want to look at what people are wearing and what they're not wearing. You want to see, do people stop at the red lights or do they cross anyway?" 

    
Programs can last anywhere from a few weeks to more than a year, and students may face mental health challenges such as loneliness, depression or language-related anxiety. Many programs offer on-site support, but experts say students should have a plan in place before those symptoms occur.
For Dominic Motter, who spent a semester in London in 2023, familiar routines helped when homesickness struck. Like Jongsma, Motter's trip abroad was his first time away from family and friends for an extended period of time, and he was surprised when confronted with the feeling of homesickness.
"I'd never known that feeling before," he said. 
An avid runner, Motter would jog in the park whenever he felt overwhelmed, a simple ritual from back home that helped him feel more grounded. He also found comfort in decorating his room, both with items from home and new souvenirs from his travels. At the end of the day, he said it helped him feel like he was "coming home."
"Instead of it feeling like a temporary dorm room or hotel room," he said, it put him in the mindset that "this is now my new home." 
Upon return 
Experts say many students returning home are going through a transition and may struggle with reverse culture shock without realizing it. 
"You've had this transformative experience. You've changed and grown so much, and you come back to the place where you were before and it's all different because you're so different," Stears-Macauley said. She suggests joining local international clubs or alumni associations from the foreign school you attended to find support.
Students can also prepare by answering the following questions, Bull said: How will you contextualize your experience? What aspects are most important to share? Which details are suitable for brief conversations, and which are better saved for deeper conversations with people who want to understand what made the experience meaningful?

For Jongsma, it helped to create new experiences in a familiar place -- even something as simple as checking out a new museum, she said. Motter, who spent his first few weeks wishing he were back in London, said it helped to talk with the friends he'd made there because they actually understood what he was feeling.
As he put it: "It'll eventually feel like home again."
___
Mumphrey reported from Flagstaff, Arizona. Yamat reported from Las Vegas.
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    Democrats are becoming a force in traditionally conservative The Villages




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves an American flag and cheers as she participates in a golf cart parade following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                                        THE VILLAGES, Fla. (AP) -- The Villages, one of the world's largest retirement communities, has long been known as a conservative stronghold. In the past, left-leaning residents of the central Florida enclave tended to keep their views to themselves, fearing they might be kicked out of their golf group, excluded from the mahjong club, or disinvited from a neighborhood pool party. 
But Vice President Kamala Harris' emergence as the Democratic Party's presidential candidate has given the small, but enthusiastic group a boost of confidence and a push into the light.
"They are beginning to realize that they have a voice and they can use it," said Diane Foley, president of the Villages Democratic Club, which has seen its membership nearly double since the 2020 election cycle, to around 1,500 people.
Prior to that time, she noted, "Democrats have been inclined to be quiet and to not broadcast their political preferences because we were so overwhelmed by the Republican party." 
Parades of golf carts decorated in support of Harris have rolled through the streets, and second gentleman Doug Emhoff recently paid a visit. Meanwhile, Democrats opting to wear a T-shirt or put up a lawn sign in favor of Harris have had neighbors approach them with relief, saying, "We thought we were the only ones."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joe Dubman takes a picture of friends Chris Stanley, wearing an "I have concepts of a plan" T-shirt poking fun at the recent debate performance of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, and Dee Melvin, wearing a shirt showing support for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, as a group of Democratic friends participate in their regular brunch meet-up, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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Still, most say they choose not to talk politics openly, to avoid tension in Wildwood-The Villages, the official name of this census-designated, master-planned metro area of more than 151,000 people. 
"You want to get along with your neighbors. They're nice people. So we just don't talk about it," says Foley. 
Retired lawyer Howard Underwood, 71, and his wife, Janet, 74, were Republicans for four decades until Donald Trump became the candidate in 2016. 

"We've made common cause with the Democrats, even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," says Underwood, who is now not affiliated with either major party but has volunteered with the Democrats club to support Harris.

Underwood won't go so far as to put a bumper sticker on his car for fear of blowback, but he acknowledges that the political atmosphere is changing, however slightly. 
"Democrats in The Villages has kind of become a thing," he said with a laugh.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wearing matching Harris-Walz T-shirts, Glen Smith, 62, and his wife Suzi, 64, play pickleball with other members of The Villages Democratic Club, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The Smiths say that friends questioned why they would choose to move to such a conservative enclave. "Somebody has to infiltrate," joked Suzi. "Most of our best friends are conservative." Adds Glen, "We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    Most of our best friends are conservative. We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it."


                    
                        - Glen Smith

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Trump flag flies from the home of Dave Farraday, a 74-year-old retired utility worker from Pennsylvania, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Farraday, who registered to vote for the first time in 2016 to support Donald Trump, will again vote for the former President and Republican presidential nominee, over economic issues, but says he would have preferred different candidates to run. Two homes on his street have lawn signs supporting Harris, but Farraday says political differences don't get in the way of neighborliness. "We're all here for one reason, we're retired," he said. "We're relaxing...trying to." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We're all here for one reason, we're retired. We're relaxing... trying to."


                    
                        - Dave Farraday

                    
                
            

        

    





    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An aerial view shows homes in the sprawling retirement community known as The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    An aerial view shows homes in the sprawling retirement community known as The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        


         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Allan Weseman, a retired sports car mechanic, feeds his macaws Kayko, left, and Cranky Clifford, as he waits to show them to interested passersby in Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Weseman, who lives outside The Villages with five macaws, often comes to one of the town squares to find people to share his passion with, letting interested passerby hold friendly Kayko on their arm and take pictures with the birds. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Allan Weseman, a retired sports car mechanic, feeds his macaws Kayko, left, and Cranky Clifford, as he waits to show them to interested passersby in Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lobbyist Barbara DeVane attends a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club to encourage the community's members to vote "yes" on a ballot amendment which would legalize recreational marijuana use for people over 21, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Lobbyist Barbara DeVane attends a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club to encourage the community's members to vote "yes" on a ballot amendment which would legalize recreational marijuana use for people over 21, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris await the arrival of second gentleman Doug Emhoff, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris await the arrival of second gentleman Doug Emhoff, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." Now independents, "We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," said Howard. "The alternative is unthinkable." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." They are now independents. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things... The alternative is unthinkable."


                    
                        - Howard Underwood

                    
                
            

        

    





         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Shelly Newman, 73, who uses a walker due to impaired balance, makes canvassing calls to other Villagers to encourage voter turnout, in her bedroom in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Newman and her husband moved to The Villages in 2013. "When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish," said Newman. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Shelly Newman, 73, who uses a walker due to impaired balance, makes canvassing calls to other Villagers to encourage voter turnout, in her bedroom in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. Newman and her husband moved to The Villages in 2013. "When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish," said Newman. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

    
        
            

                
                    When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish,"


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A retired government worker who preferred not to give her name drives a golf cart decorated with a "Harris for President" sign in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A retired government worker who preferred not to give her name drives a golf cart decorated with a "Harris for President" sign in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        


    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Stickers for the Democratic party adorn the walker of Shelly Newman, 73, as she leaves a meeting of The Villages Democratic Club, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. Newman says people see her stickers and approach her, whispering "You're a Democrat too?" Newman tells them, "Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too."


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sign depicting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris alongside the three most recent presidents, from left, Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, decorates a golf cart windshield during a Harris campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    There was no effort until Harris came on... It was general depression. No one wanted to get involved."


                    
                        - Villages Democratic Club president Diane Foley


                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Independent voter Patricia Coe, 82, speaks with Diane Foley, president of The Villages Democratic Club, as Foley canvasses at the homes of registered Democrats and of independents who might be open to voting for a Democrat, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We have gotten death threats about who we are going to vote for,"


                    
                        - Independent voter Patricia Coe

                    
                
            

        

    





    

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024.  (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        


    
        
        
    
        


        


    







    

    
    
    


    
    
        
            
                
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lesley, left, and Matt Dzik, pose for a portrait, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024, in Urbana, Ill. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






            
        
    

    
       

        
    



  
    
        
            
                
                The Americans photo essay series
            

        
    
      





        



    
        Visually-led storytelling featuring U.S. voters and the issues that matter most to them in the upcoming U.S. election.

AP has photo and video journalists in every region of the U.S. In the run up to the U.S. election, the team is collaborating on a series of visual stories about U.S. voters in their local communities.

    



        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        

    

    



    



                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/energized-democrats-conservative-villages-harris-emhoff-320a1cff9d66d806c41bc3dee9210975
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    'Why? Why? Why?' Ukraine's Mariupol descends into despair




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            14 of 30 | 
            Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MSTYSLAV CHERNOV, EVGENIY MALOLETKA and LORI HINNANT

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
        
    

                                        MARIUPOL, Ukraine (AP) -- The bodies of the children all lie here, dumped into this narrow trench hastily dug into the frozen earth of Mariupol to the constant drumbeat of shelling. 
There's 18-month-old Kirill, whose shrapnel wound to the head proved too much for his little toddler's body. There's 16-year-old Iliya, whose legs were blown up in an explosion during a soccer game at a school field. There's the girl no older than 6  who wore the pajamas with cartoon unicorns, among the first of Mariupol's children to die from a Russian shell. 
They are stacked together with dozens of others in this mass grave on the outskirts of the city. A man covered in a bright blue tarp, weighed down by stones at the crumbling curb. A woman wrapped in a red and gold bedsheet, her legs neatly bound at the ankles with a scrap of white fabric. Workers toss the bodies in as fast as they can, because the less time they spend in the open, the better their own chances of survival.

    
"The only thing (I want) is for this to be finished," raged worker Volodymyr Bykovskyi, pulling crinkling black body bags from a truck. "Damn them all, those people who started this!" 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
More bodies will come, from streets where they are everywhere and from the hospital basement where adults and children are laid out awaiting someone to pick them up. The youngest still has an umbilical stump attached. 

    
    
    
Each airstrike and shell that relentlessly pounds Mariupol -- about one a minute at times -- drives home the curse of a geography that has put the city squarely in the path of Russia's domination of Ukraine. This southern seaport of 430,000 has become a symbol of Russian President Vladimir Putin's drive to crush democratic Ukraine -- but also of a fierce resistance on the ground. 
In the nearly three weeks since Russia's war began, two Associated Press journalists have been the only international media present in Mariupol, chronicling its fall into chaos and despair. The city is now encircled by Russian soldiers, who are slowly squeezing the life out of it, one blast at a time.

    
Several  appeals for humanitarian corridors to evacuate civilians went unheeded, until Ukrainian officials said Wednesday that about 30,000 people had fled in convoys of cars. Airstrikes and shells have hit the maternity hospital, the fire department, homes, a church, a field outside a school. For the estimated hundreds of thousands who remain, there is quite simply nowhere to go. 
The surrounding roads are mined and the port blocked. Food is running out, and the Russians have stopped humanitarian attempts to bring it in. Electricity is mostly gone and water is sparse, with residents melting snow to drink. Some parents have even left their newborns at the hospital, perhaps hoping to give them a chance at life in the one place with decent electricity and water.
People burn scraps of furniture in makeshift grills to warm their hands in the freezing cold and cook what little food there still is. The grills themselves are built with the one thing in plentiful supply: bricks and shards of metal scattered in the streets from destroyed buildings. 

    
Death is everywhere. Local officials have tallied more than 2,500 deaths in the siege, but many bodies can't be counted because of the endless shelling. They have told families to leave their dead outside in the streets because it's too dangerous to hold funerals. 
Many of the deaths documented by the AP were of children and mothers, despite Russia's claims that civilians haven't been attacked.

    
    
    
"They have a clear order to hold Mariupol hostage, to mock it, to constantly bomb and shell it," Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on March 10. 
Just weeks ago, Mariupol's future seemed much brighter. 
If geography drives a city's destiny, Mariupol was on the path to success, with its thriving iron and steel plants, a deep-water port and high global demand for both. Even the dark weeks of 2014, when the city nearly fell to Russia-backed separatists in vicious street battles, were fading into memory. 

    
    
    

    
And so the first few days of the invasion had a perverse familiarity for many residents. About 100,000 people left at that time while they still could, according to Serhiy Orlov, the deputy mayor. But most stayed put, figuring they could wait out whatever came next or eventually make their way west like so many others. 
"I felt more fear in 2014, I don't feel the same panic now," Anna Efimova said as she shopped for supplies at a market on Feb. 24. "There is no panic. There's nowhere to run, where can we run?" 
That same day, a Ukrainian military radar and airfield were among the first targets of Russian artillery. Shelling and airstrikes could and did come at any moment, and people spent most of their time in shelters. Life was hardly normal, but it was livable. 
By Feb. 27, that started to change, as an ambulance raced into a city hospital carrying a small motionless girl, not yet 6. Her brown hair was pulled back off her pale face with a rubber band, and her pajama pants were bloodied by Russian shelling. 

    
Her wounded father came with her, his head bandaged. Her mother stood outside the ambulance, weeping. 
As the doctors and nurses huddled around her, one gave her an injection. Another shocked her with a defibrillator. A doctor in blue scrubs, pumping oxygen into her, looked straight into the camera of an AP journalist allowed inside and cursed. 
"Show this to Putin," he stormed with expletive-laced fury. "The eyes of this child and crying doctors." 
They couldn't save her. Doctors covered the tiny body with her pink striped jacket and gently closed her eyes. She now rests in the mass grave. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
The same geography that for so long worked in Mariupol's favor had turned against it. The city stands squarely between regions controlled by the Russia-backed separatists -- about 10 kilometers (six miles) to the east at the closest point -- and the Crimean Peninsula annexed by Russia in 2014. The capture of Mariupol would give the Russians a clear land corridor all the way through, controlling the Sea of Azov. 
As February ended, the siege began. Ignoring the danger, or restless, or perhaps just feeling invincible as teenagers do, a group of boys met up a few days later, on March 2, to play soccer on a pitch outside a school. 
A bomb exploded. The blast tore through Iliya's legs. 
The odds were against him, and increasingly against the city. The electricity went out yet again, as did most mobile networks. Without communications, medics had to guess which hospitals could still handle the wounded and which roads could still be navigated to reach them. 
Iliya couldn't be saved. His father, Serhii, dropped down, hugged his dead boy's head and wailed out his grief. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 4, it was yet another child in the emergency room -- Kirill, the toddler struck in the head by shrapnel. His mother and stepfather bundled him in a blanket. They hoped for the best, and then endured the worst. 
"Why? Why? Why?" his sobbing mother, Marina Yatsko, asked in the hospital hallway, as medical workers looked on helplessly. She tenderly unwrapped the blanket around her lifeless child to kiss him and inhale his scent one last time, her dark hair falling over him. 
That was the day the darkness settled in for good -- a blackout in both power and knowledge. Ukrainian television and radio were cut, and car stereos became the only link to the outside world. They played Russian news, describing a world that couldn't be further from the reality in Mariupol.
As it sunk in that there was truly no escape, the mood of the city changed. It didn't take long for grocery store shelves to empty. Mariupol's residents cowered by night in underground shelters and emerged by day to grab what they could before scurrying underground again. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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On March 6, in the way of desperate people everywhere, they turned on each other. On one street lined with darkened stores, people smashed windows, pried open metal shutters, grabbed what they could. 
A man who had broken into a store found himself face to face with the furious shopkeeper, caught red-handed with a child's rubber ball. 
"You bastard, you stole that ball now. Put the ball back. Why did you even come here?" she demanded. Shame written on his face, he tossed the ball into a corner and fled. 
Nearby, a soldier emerged from another looted store, on the verge of tears. 
"People, please be united. ... This is your home. Why are you smashing windows, why are you stealing from your shops?" he pleaded, his voice breaking. 
Yet another attempt to negotiate an evacuation failed. A crowd formed at one of the roads leading away from the city, but a police officer blocked their path. 
"Everything is mined, the ways out of town are being shelled," he told them. "Trust me, I have family at home, and I am also worried about them. Unfortunately, the maximum security for all of us is to be inside the city, underground and in the shelters." 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]
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And that's where Goma Janna could be found that night, weeping beside an oil lamp that threw light but not enough heat to take the chill off the basement room. She wore a scarf and a cheery turquoise snowflake sweater as she roughly rubbed the tears from her face, one side at a time. Behind her, beyond the small halo of light, a small group of women and children crouched in the darkness, trembling at the explosions above. 
"I want my home, I want my job. I'm so sad about people and about the city, the children," she sobbed. 
This agony fits in with Putin's goals. The siege is a military tactic popularized in medieval times and designed to crush a population through starvation and violence, allowing an attacking force to spare its own soldiers the cost of entering a hostile city. Instead, civilians are the ones left to die, slowly and painfully. 
Putin has refined the tactic during his years in power, first in the Chechen city of Grozny in 2000 and then in the Syrian city of Aleppo in 2016. He reduced both to ruins.
"It epitomizes Russian warfare, what we see now in terms of the siege," said Mathieu Boulegue, a researcher for Chatham House's Russia program. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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By March 9, the sound of Russian fighter jets in Mariupol was enough to send people screaming for cover -- anything to avoid the airstrikes they knew would follow, even if they didn't know where.
The jets rumbled across the sky, this time decimating the maternity hospital. They left a crater two stories deep in the courtyard. 
Rescuers rushed a pregnant woman through the rubble and light snow as she stroked her bloodied belly, face blanched and head lolling listlessly to the side. Her baby was dying inside her, and she knew it, medics said. 
"Kill me now!" she screamed, as they struggled to save her life at another hospital even closer to the front line. 
The baby was born dead. A half-hour later, the mother died too. The doctors had no time to learn either of their names.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
Another pregnant woman, Mariana Vishegirskaya, was waiting to give birth at the maternity hospital when the strike hit. Her brow and cheek bloodied, she clutched her belongings in a plastic bag and navigated the debris-strewn stairs in polka-dot pajamas. Outside the ruined hospital, she stared motionless with wide blue eyes at the crackling flames. 
Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shellfire. Baby Veronika drew her first breath on March 10. 
The two women -- one dead and one a mother -- have since become the symbol of their blackened, burning hometown. Facing worldwide condemnation, Russian officials claimed that the maternity hospital had been taken over by far-right Ukrainian forces to use as a base and emptied of patients and nurses. 
In two tweets, the Russian Embassy in London posted side-by-side images of AP photos with the word "FAKE" over them in red text. They claimed that the maternity hospital had long been out of operation, and that Vishegirskaya was an actress playing a role. Twitter has since removed the tweets, saying they violated its rules. 

    
    
    
The AP reporters in Mariupol who documented the attack in video and photos saw nothing to indicate the hospital was used as anything other than a hospital. There is also nothing to suggest Vishegirskaya, a Ukrainian beauty blogger from Mariupol, was anything but a patient. Veronika's birth attests to the pregnancy that her mother carefully documented on Instagram, including one post in which she is wearing the polka-dot pajamas. 
Two days after Veronika was born, four Russian tanks emblazoned with the letter Z took up position near the hospital where she and her mother were recovering. An AP journalist was among a group of medical workers who came under sniper fire, with one hit in the hip. 
The windows rattled, and the hallways were lined with people with nowhere else to go. Anastasia Erashova wept and trembled as she held a sleeping child. Shelling had just killed her other child as well as her brother's child, and Erashova's scalp was encrusted with blood. 
"I don't know where to run to," she cried out, her anguish growing with every sob. "Who will bring back our children? Who?" 
By early this week, Russian forces had seized control of the building entirely, trapping medics and patients inside and using it as a base, according to a doctor there and local officials.
Orlov, the deputy mayor, predicted worse is soon to come. Most of the city remains trapped.

"Our defenders will defend to the last bullet," he said. "But people are dying without water and food, and I think in the next several days we will count hundreds and thousands of deaths."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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___
Hinnant reported from Paris. Vasylisa Stepanenko contributed to this report, along with Andrew Meldrum in Cape Town, South Africa.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the Ukraine crisis at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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    Your Thanksgiving leftovers are harming the planet. There are ways to shop and cook smarter




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Cans of cranberry sauce line a turkey display case at Bongi's Turkey Roost in advance of the Thanksgiving holiday, Nov. 22, 2022, in Duxbury, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)]
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                                        A major highlight of Thanksgiving is the menu, but the big meal can come with a lot of wasted food. Experts say a pinch of extra planning can ensure more gets eaten.
Roughly 320 million pounds (145 million kilograms) of food will be wasted at Thanksgiving this year, according to ReFED, a nonprofit that tracks food waste. ReFED says that's largely because people prepare more food than is needed for the meal and then don't finish the leftovers.
"That is essentially like five meals each for all of the food insecure people in the U.S.," said Yvette Cabrera, food waste director at Natural Resources Defense Council.
It's also a problem because most of that waste ends up in landfills, where it releases the potent planet-warming gas methane, according to the Environmental Protection Agency. But a lot of those emissions are avoidable.
Here are some tips for a climate-smarter Thanksgiving meal without ditching tradition. 

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    320 million pounds of Thanksgiving food will get trashed. Here's how to waste less and save money.

                

                
            
        

    



Curbing waste starts at the store

Chef and cookbook author Joel Gamoran, who focuses on cooking with food scraps, says the key to cutting Thanksgiving waste starts before you even turn on the oven.
He recommends a quarter pound of cooked turkey per person and about a fistful -- or half a cup -- of each side dish per person. Cabrera said the most wasted foods are typically turkey and dairy products such as milk or cream bought for recipes. 

    
When you're buying a whole bird, you should factor in the weight of the bones and giblets. The Natural Resources Defense council's food estimation tool recommends 0.75 pounds (0.34 kilograms) per person.
Cabrera also recommends buying food in the grocery store that's close to its expiration date, or produce that's misshapen or unattractive, because those are more likely to go unsold and be discarded. 
Cooking with common food scraps

Lots of food gets wasted because home cooks don't think to use it.
"It's OK to make the whole bird," Gamoran said. "But have a plan for how you're going to take advantage of that later on. What are you going to do with the carcass, all that extra meat?"



    
        




    




He likes to make turkey stock with the carcass by covering it in a pot with cold water, bringing it to a boil and then simmering it for two hours. You can fold that stock into mashed potatoes, use it to thicken soup, or freeze it for months.
Gamoran's favorite trick for the rest of the scraps is to use them like ingredients, not trash.

    
"Carrot tops are like an herb," he said. "You can treat it like basil or parsley and make a really beautiful pesto out of it, and then put them in ice cube trays to freeze them. Those go really nice in stir fries and salads and soups." 
He'll also roast butternut squash shells, cover them with vinegar and strain them out after a day for a rich umami vinegar that can be used in cooking.
Potato skins can be tossed in oil and paprika, air fried and turned into potato chips or croutons. 

    
Onion peels can be dried in the oven at 200 degrees Fahrenheit (94 degrees Celsius) for 20 minutes, then ground in the food processor for homemade onion powder. This method also works with garlic skins.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jose Fetterolf carves a turkey for Thanksgiving in Hazle Township Pa., Nov. 23, 2022. (John Haeger/Standard-Speaker via AP, File)]
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Getting creative with leftovers

For many, leftovers are one of the perks of hosting Thanksgiving. They can also be given a second life. 
Gamoran says mashed potatoes can be transformed into breakfast foods like waffles and pancakes, or you can make potato bread by adding flour and yeast.
If you get sick of sliced turkey, Gamoran recommends using the leftover meat for meatballs or patties by chopping it in a food processor, adding an egg and then baking it.
If you want to get really creative, pumpkin pie can be made into a savory curry by adding sauteed onions and spices. And cranberry sauce can be added to smoothies, or even ketchup and mustard for a tangy twist. 
If it sounds overwhelming to launch into new recipes just after the holiday, Cabrera recommends freezing leftovers. She said it's important to create space in the freezer before Thanksgiving starts. 
Home-cooked food doesn't come with easy expiration dates. Cabrera said that's what your senses are for.
"Smell it, look at it, inspect it, maybe taste a little bit to make sure it's good to eat," she said.

    
There are some scraps, such as eggshells, that just don't have much culinary value. And if, despite all your best efforts, the green bean casserole in the back of the fridge goes bad, there's still one final move to keep it out of the landfill: composting.
"Having a plan for what you're going to do with anything that's not able to be eaten is going to be really critical to reducing those kind of end-of-life emissions on food that you couldn't eat," she said.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    A pair of snowy owls spotted along Lake Michigan beach draws crowds in Chicago




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A snowy owl rests on a pier near Montrose Point Bird Sanctuary, Friday, Nov. 21, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)]
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[image: A snowy owl rests on a pier near Montrose Point Bird Sanctuary, Friday, Nov. 21, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)]
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[image: A snowy owl rests on a pier near Montrose Point Bird Sanctuary, Friday, Nov. 21, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)]
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[image: A snowy owl rests on a pier near Montrose Point Bird Sanctuary, Monday, Nov. 24, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)]
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[image: A snowy owl rests on a pier near Montrose Point Bird Sanctuary, Monday, Nov. 24, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)]
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            SOPHIA TAREEN and COLLEEN SLEVIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- A pair of snowy owls spotted along a Lake Michigan beach has drawn curious crowds and sparked happy speculation about how long the Arctic birds of prey will call Chicago home.
Word of the two owls has circulated on birder forums in the nation's third-largest city for about a week, according to the Chicago Ornithological Society. While snowy owls aren't rare in Chicago, their frequency varies widely each winter. Generally, a handful are reported around December, but sometimes there aren't any.
"Their nomadic nature makes them hard to study or even figure out patterns," Edward Warden, the society's president, said Sunday. "Where they're going is anybody's guess."
This year, two birds have been seen at a beach and pier near the Montrose Point Bird Sanctuary on the city's North Side. A third one was briefly spotted at a beach a few miles (kilometers) south, according to the Chicago Ornithological Society

    
The pair arrived a bit earlier than the birds usually do and have stayed longer as well, prompting questions about whether this will be the year of a possible "irruption," or boom migration. In previous years, that's when a dozen or more have shown up in Chicago. 
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[image: People visit Herrnhuter Sterne GmbH manufacturing, a Christmas stars manufacturing company in Herrnhut, Germany, Nov. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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[image: The INEOS Energy's Siri platform seen from a helicopter above the North Sea, Denmark, Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/James Brooks)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Ambitious plan to store CO2 beneath the North Sea set to start operations
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Locals and tourists visit the Ottoman-era Sultan Ahmed or Blue Mosque, in Istanbul, Turkey, Friday, Nov. 21, 2025, ahead of the visit of Pope Leo XIV to Turkey. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Under glare of world's media, Pope Leo XIV to visit Turkey and Lebanon on first foreign trip
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




On Saturday, well over 100 people came out to a concrete pier that juts out into the lake to catch a glimpse. Among them was Sean Clark, a birder and photography enthusiast.
"They were coming and going all day long. It's amazing that the birds are accepting of that many people," he said. 

    
    
    
The owls did seem rattled, however, by some peregrine falcons that swooped down near them, something Clark was able to capture on his camera. The owls' yellow eyes grew wide and they flapped their large wings but stayed put. 

Snowy owls live north of the Arctic Circle during the summer. In some years, some of the owls stay north while others migrate to southern Canada and the northern half of the United States in the winter, according to experts. On a global scale, they've been considered "vulnerable" -- one step from endangered -- by the International Union for Conservation of Nature. 
In Chicago, the birds eat a range of things, including small mammals or waterfowl, according to the Chicago Ornithological Society. 
Alan Hougton came to see the owls on Saturday, his first time since he started birding five years ago. 
"It was awesome," he said.
__
Slevin reported from Denver. 
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    Many hoped UN climate talks in Brazil would be historic. They may be remembered as a flop
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                                        This year's U.N. climate conference in Brazil had many unique aspects that could have been part of an historic outcome.
COP30, as it's called, was hosted in Belem, a city on the edge of the Amazon rainforest, a crucial regulator of climate and home to many Indigenous peoples who are both hit hard by climate change and are part of the solution. It had the heft of Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, an influential and charismatic leader on the international stage known for his ability to bring people together. And encouraged by Lula's rousing speeches in the summit's beginning days, more than 80 nations called for a detailed road map for the world to sharply reduce the use of gas, oil and coal, the main drivers of climate change.
In the end, none of that mattered.
The final decision announced Saturday, which included some tangible things like an increase in money to help developing nations adapt to climate change, was overall watered-down compared to many conferences in the past decade and fell far short of many delegates' expectations. It didn't mention the words "fossil fuels," much less include a timeline to reduce their use. 

    
Instead of being remembered as historic, the conference will likely further erode confidence in a process that many environmentalists and even some world leaders have argued isn't up to the challenge of confronting global temperature rise, which is leading to more frequent and intense extreme weather events like floods, storms and heat waves.



    
        




    




The criticism was withering and came from many corners.

    
"A climate decision that cannot even say 'fossil fuels' is not neutrality, it is complicity," said Panama negotiator Juan Carlos Monterrey Gomez. "Science has been deleted from COP30 because it offends the polluters."
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Even those who saw some positives were quick to say they were looking toward the future.
"Climate action is across many areas, so on the whole it is a mixed bag. They could have done much, much more," said Lidy Nacpil, coordinator of the Asian Peoples' Movement on Debt and Development.
"All eyes are already turning to COP31," added Nacpil, referring to next year's conference, which will be held in Turkey. 
High expectations for COP30
Saturday's final resolution was the culmination of three years of talk, from measured optimism to hoopla, about a Conference of the Parties, as the summit is known, that could restore confidence in the ability of multilateral negotiations to tackle climate change. It was even called a "COP of truth." 
From the time Lula was reelected in October 2022, he began pitching his vision of hosting a climate summit for the first time in the Amazon. By 2023, the U.N. had confirmed Brazil's bid to host it in Belem. The choice of Belem, a coastal city in northeast Brazil, raised many questions, both in Brazil and in many countries, because Belem doesn't have the infrastructure of other Brazilian cities such as Rio de Janeiro or Sao Paulo.

    
For Lula, that was the point: This was a chance for the world to get a taste of the Amazon, truly understand what was at stake, and a chance for thousands of Indigenous peoples, who live across the vast territory shared by many South American nations, to participate.
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By the time the conference began Nov. 6 with two days of world leaders' speeches, Lula was able to change the subject from Belem, in large part by laying out a vision of what the conference could be. 
"Earth can no longer sustain the development model based on the intensive use of fossil fuels that has prevailed over the past 200 years," Lula said Nov. 7, adding: "The fossil fuel era is drawing to a close."
Words like those, coming from the leader who has both curbed deforestation in the Amazon and unabashedly supported oil exploration in it, raised hopes among many delegates, scientists and activists. Here was Lula, the ultimate pragmatist from a major oil-producing country, which gets most of its energy for domestic uses from renewables like hydropower, pushing a major change. 

    
Previous naming of fossil fuels
In late 2023, during COP28 in Dubai, the final resolution declared the world needed to "transition away" from fossil fuels. The past two years, though, nothing had been done to advance that. Indeed, instead of phasing away, greenhouse gas emissions worldwide continue to rise. 
Now at COP30, there was talk of a "road map" to fundamentally changing world energy systems. 
A few days before the talks concluded, there were signs that even Lula, arguably Brazil's most dominating political figure of the past 25 years, was tempering his expectations. In a speech Wednesday night, he made the case that climate change was an urgent threat that all people needed to pay attention to. But he was also careful to say that nations should be able to transition to renewable energies at their own pace, in line with their own capacities, and there was no intention to "impose anything on anybody." 

    
Negotiators would lose much of Thursday, as a fire at the venue forced evacuations.
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An outcome that many nations blasted
By Friday, the European Union, along with several Latin American and Pacific Island nations and others, were flatly rejecting the first draft of a resolution that didn't identify fossil fuels as the cause of climate change or have any timeline to move away from them. 
"After 10 years, this process is still failing," Maina Vakafua Talia, minister of environment for the small Pacific island nation of Tuvalu, said in a speech Friday, talking about the decade since the 2015 Paris Agreement, which set international goals to limit temperature rise. 
After an all-nighter from Friday into Saturday, the revised resolution, which U.N. officials called the "final," did not include a mention of fossil fuels. Environmental activists decried the influence of major oil producing countries like Saudi Arabia, which historically have fought against proposals that put a timeline on reducing oil. 
When delegates met Saturday afternoon for the final plenary, COP30 President Andre Correa do Lago gaveled in the text while also promising to continue the discussion of fossil fuels and work with Colombia on a road map that could be shared with other countries. Technically, Brazil holds the presidency of the climate talks until the summit in Turkey next year. 
That was little consolation for several dozen nations that complained, including some, such as Colombia, that flatly rejected the outcome. 
"Thank you for your statement," do Lago would say after each one. "It will be noted in the report."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People rest as everyone waits for a deal at the COP30 U.N. Climate Summit, Saturday, Nov. 22, 2025, in Belem, Brazil. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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___
Associated Press reporters Seth Borenstein, Melina Walling and Anton Delgado contributed to this report. 
___
Peter Prengaman, AP's global climate and environment news director, was previously news director in Brazil. 
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Health

    Trump administration says lower prices for 15 Medicare drugs will save taxpayers billions
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Pharmaceutical companies have agreed to slash the Medicare prices for 15 prescription drugs after months of negotiations, reductions that are expected to produce billions in savings for taxpayers and older adults, the Trump administration said.
But the net prices it unveiled for a 30-day supply of each drug are not what Medicare recipients will pay at their pharmacy counters, since those final amounts will depend on each individual's plan and how much they spend on prescriptions in a given year.
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. touted the deals as part of the administration's efforts to address affordability concerns among Americans. The Medicare drug negotiation program that made them possible is mandated by law and began under President Joe Biden's administration.
"President Trump directed us to stop at nothing to lower health care costs for the American people," Kennedy said in a statement Tuesday evening. "As we work to Make America Healthy Again, we will use every tool at our disposal to deliver affordable health care to seniors."

    
The announcement marks the completion of a second round of negotiations under a 2022 law that allows Medicare to haggle over the price it pays on the most popular and expensive prescription drugs used by older Americans, bringing the total number of negotiated drug prices to 25. The new round of negotiated prices will go into effect in 2027. Reduced prices for the inaugural round of 10 drugs negotiated by the Biden administration last year will go into effect in January.

    
Price negotiations apply to drugs treating diabetes, asthma, cancers and more
The latest negotiated prices apply to some of the prescription medications on which Medicare spends the most money, including the massively popular GLP-1 weight-loss and diabetes drugs Ozempic, Rybelsus and Wegovy. Some of the other drugs involved in the negotiations include Trelegy Ellipta, which treats asthma; Otezla, a psoriatic arthritis drug; and various drugs that treat diabetes, irritable bowel syndrome and different forms of cancer.
Dr. Mehmet Oz, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services administrator, said the administration delivered "substantially better outcomes for taxpayers and seniors in the Medicare Part D program" than the previous year's deals.
Under the first round of Medicare price negotiations, the Biden administration said the program would have saved about $6 billion on net covered prescription drug costs, or about 22%, if it had been in effect the previous year. The Trump administration said its latest round would have saved the government about $8.5 billion in net spending, or 36%, if it had been in effect last year.
It's unclear exactly how much money the newly announced deals could save Medicare beneficiaries when they are buying prescription drugs at the pharmacy because those costs are determined by various individual factors. 
A new rule that kicked off this year also caps out-of-pocket drug costs for Medicare beneficiaries at $2,000, giving some relief to older adults affected by high-cost prescriptions. The administration said estimated out-of-pocket savings for Medicare beneficiaries with drug plans is about $685 million.

    
Spencer Perlman, director of health care research at Veda Partners, said the Trump administration's improved outcomes probably resulted from the mix of drugs being negotiated and lessons learned from the first year of negotiations.
Net drug prices are proprietary, he said, but "if we take the administration at their word, I think it demonstrates that they have secured meaningful price concessions for seniors, meaning the Medicare Drug Price Negotiation Program is working as intended."
Medicare recipients can't get GLP-1 drugs for obesity, but the administration is making changes
The GLP-1 weight-loss drugs that were part of the negotiations have been especially scrutinized for their high out-of-pocket costs. Yet it's still unclear to what extent Medicare beneficiaries who want to use the drugs to treat obesity will be able to do so.
Medicare has long been prohibited from paying for weight-loss treatments, but a separate deal recently announced between the Trump administration and two pharmaceutical companies included plans for a pilot program that will expand coverage for the drugs to additional high-risk obese and overweight people.

    
The Trump administration this year has also negotiated several unrelated deals with drug companies to lower the cost of their products for the wider population.
Pharmaceutical companies, meanwhile, have sued over the Medicare drug negotiations enabled by the 2022 Inflation Reduction Act and remain opposed to them. 

"Whether it is the IRA or MFN, government price setting for medicines is the wrong policy for America," Alex Schriver, senior vice president of public affairs at the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America, or PhRMA, said in a statement. "These flawed policies also threaten future medical innovation by siphoning $300 billion from biopharmaceutical research, undermining the American economy and our ability to compete globally."

    
Next year, Medicare will negotiate prices for another round of 15 drugs, including physician-administered drugs for the first time.
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                    Health

    More people are addicted to marijuana, but fewer of them are seeking help, experts say




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Experts say relaxed access and high-potency cannabis products may be contributing to a rise in addiction. (AP video: Mark Vancleave)
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                                        Megan Feller smoked pot several times a day and couldn't eat, sleep or function without it. But at the time, she didn't see the need to reach out for help.
"I didn't think cannabis was a big deal," the 24-year-old said. "It was really socially accepted."

    
This attitude is common. As more states legalize marijuana, use has become more normalized and products have become more potent. But fewer of those who are addicted seek help for it.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Megan Feller arranges bouquets for a Halloween party at her apartment in Edina, Minn. on Saturday, Oct. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Vancleave)]
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Pot use among young adults reached historic levels in recent years, according to a federally supported survey. Daily use even outpaced daily drinking, with nearly 18 million Americans reporting in 2022 that they use marijuana every day or nearly every day, up from less than 1 million three decades earlier.
Studies show a corresponding increase in cannabis use disorder -- when people crave marijuana and spend lots of time using it even though it causes problems at home, school, work or in relationships. It's a condition that researchers estimate affects about 3 in 10 pot users and can be mild, moderate or severe.
And it's an addiction -- despite the common misconception that that's not possible with marijuana, said Dr. Smita Das, an addiction psychiatrist at Stanford University.



    
        




    




Meanwhile, the drug's widespread acceptance has fueled a stigma about seeking treatment, said Dr. Jennifer Exo of the Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation in Minnesota.
"There's this pervasive belief that you can't become addicted, it can't actually be a problem," she said. "It has to do with this myth that cannabis is safe, natural and benign."

    
Stronger weed, bigger problems
While pot isn't as harmful as harder drugs, frequent or heavy use has been linked to problems with learning, memory and attention as well as chronic nausea, vomiting and lung problems among those who smoke it. Some evidence has also linked it to earlier onset of psychosis in people with genetic risk factors for psychotic disorders like schizophrenia.
And today's pot is not the same as that of the past.
Many people recall older relatives who "smoked a few doobies and ate some food and fell asleep," Exo said. "But it's absolutely different."
In the 1960s, most pot that people smoked contained less than 5% THC, the ingredient that causes a high. Today, the THC potency in cannabis flower and concentrates sold in dispensaries can reach 40% or more, according to the National Institute on Drug Abuse.
Teens are often vaping potent marijuana concentrates, Exo said, rather than eating brownies made with cannabis flower or taking a hit from a bong.

    
More access to marijuana, rising ER visits
Pot is also increasingly available. Though it's still a federal crime to possess it, 24 states allow recreational use by adults and 40 allow medical use as of late June, the National Conference of State Legislatures said. Dispensaries abound and more people are able to keep pot at home.
Research links the legalization of recreational marijuana with rising emergency room visits for "acute cannabis intoxication," in which patients may experience a rapid heartbeat or feel dizzy, confused or paranoid. 
A study last year focused on Michigan found that legalization was associated with an immediate increase in the rate of ER visits for this condition among people of all ages, especially middle-aged adults.
Das said increased access to cannabis, along with a growing number of cannabis products and with higher potency all contribute to rising ER visits. Edibles such as gummies can pose a particular problem because they take a little while to kick in so people may keep taking more because they don't yet feel the drug's effects.
"Then, suddenly, they're suffering from cannabis toxicity," she said.
Why treatment is often overlooked
Feller first tried pot at 16 and quickly went from smoking the plant to using vape cartridges that were easy to hide in her pocket. Soon, she could barely get by without it.
"I would wake up every morning for years, and until I smoked weed, I would throw up," she said. Instead of trying to get high, she used it "to make these other symptoms go away."
Feller was also drinking a lot and her parents sent her to a treatment center when she was around 18. It didn't help because she wasn't ready to get well. After her mother died, her substance use worsened. 

    
At 22, Feller entered Hazelden on her own -- but only to get sober from alcohol, which she did.
She kept using pot on and off, then finally sought treatment for cannabis use disorder and has been sober from marijuana for almost a year. 
"I'm so much happier now," she said. "I don't feel, like, shackled to a substance."
Such treatment is often overlooked, said Brian Graves, a researcher at Florida Atlantic University. 
He and his colleagues published a study this year showing that the share of people who got treatment for cannabis use disorder from their nationally representative sample dropped from 19% in 2003 to 13% in 2019. An earlier study also found a marked decline and pointed to reasons that include "expanding cannabis legalization and more tolerant attitudes."

    
Experts said people need to be educated that pot, like alcohol, can be misused and can cause real harm. 
"Another important piece is helping people understand the risk before they start," Exo said, "and then to feel safe enough to say, 'Hey, I need help managing this.'"
Many people wait until their marijuana use causes problems in multiple parts of their lives before they seek treatment -- if they ever do. 
"If you're changing your life because of weed, there might be an issue," Feller added. "There are resources to get help and you are not alone."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    US ice cream makers say they'll stop using artificial dyes by 2028
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                                        Ice cream makers representing about 90% of the U.S. supply of the frozen treat have pledged to remove artificial dyes from their products in less than three years, federal health officials said Monday. 
The move is the latest voluntary effort by food manufacturers to heed calls from the Trump administration to remove synthetic dyes over concerns about potential health effects. In recent weeks, companies including Nestle, Kraft Heinz and General Mills said they would pull artificial colors from their foods, too.
"This is a Renaissance moment for health in America," U.S. Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Marty Makary said at a news conference. 
About 40 makers of ice cream and frozen dairy desserts said they would remove seven petroleum-based dyes from their products by 2028, according to Michael Dykes, president of the International Dairy Foods Association. The colors are Red 3, Red 40, Green 3, Blue 1, Blue 2, Yellow 5 and Yellow 6. The trade group wouldn't identify the firms, although Turkey Hill Dairy chief executive Andy Jacobs joined the gathering. 

    
The national focus on artificial food dyes is "a good step to take," but officials should not ignore larger known contributors to chronic disease, including the added sugars and saturated fat commonly found in ice cream, said Deanna Hoelscher, a University of Texas nutrition expert. 



    
        




    




"Just taking out or changing the food dye source is not necessarily going to make it a healthy option," she said. "It still is a food that should be consumed in moderation."

    
    
    
However, Makary also hinted that new federal dietary guidelines, expected later this year, would challenge established links between saturated fat and heart disease, ending what he called "a 70-year demonization of natural saturated fat." 
The average American eats about 4 gallons of ice cream a year, the IDFA said. 
Health advocates have long called for the removal of artificial dyes from foods, citing mixed studies showing that they may cause some neurobehavioral problems, such as hyperactivity and attention problems, in some children. The Food and Drug Administration has maintained that approved dyes are safe and that "most children have no adverse effects" when consuming foods made with them. 

    
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has criticized the dyes and pressured manufacturers to remove them from foods. In their place, manufacturers should use dyes made from fruit juices, plant extracts and other sources, federal officials said. 
The FDA has approved new natural color additives in recent months, including a new blue color made from the fruit of the gardenia announced Monday. Gardenia (genipin) blue is approved for use in sports drinks, candies and certain other products, the agency said. 
Makary also sent a letter to food manufacturers on Monday that "encourages" them to speed up removal of the dye known as Red 3, which was banned in January. Food makers have until 2027 to remove the dye, which was found to cause cancer in laboratory rats, but not humans. 

    
Some food companies have said they will stop using artificial dyes, but relying on voluntary action rather than regulatory requirements won't guarantee compliance, said Thomas Galligan, a scientist with the Center for Science in the Public Interest, a consumer advocacy group. 
"Talk is cheap," Galligan said. "It's easy for companies to make promises to look like they're being compliant and generate goodwill among consumers and the Trump administration, but it remains to be seen if they will actually follow through."
___ 

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Mexico plans to build Latin America's most powerful supercomputer
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            Mexico unveiled plans Wednesday to build what it claims will be Latin America's most powerful supercomputer -- a project the government says will help the country capitalize on the rapidly evolving uses of artificial intelligence and exponentially expand the country's computing capacity.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum speaks at her first state-of-the-nation address at the National Palace in Mexico City, Sept. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File)]
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Mexico unveiled plans Wednesday to build what it claims will be Latin America's most powerful supercomputer -- a project the government says will help the country capitalize on the rapidly evolving uses of artificial intelligence and exponentially expand the country's computing capacity.
Dubbed "Coatlicue" for the Mexica goddess considered the earth mother, the supercomputer would be seven times more powerful than the region's current leader in Brazil, Jose Merino, head of the Telecommunications and Digital Transformation Agency.
President Claudia Sheinbaum said during her morning news briefing that the location for the project had not been decided yet, but construction will begin next year.
"We're very excited," said Sheinbaum, an academic and climate scientist. "It is going to allow Mexico to fully get in on the use of artificial intelligence and the processing of data that today we don't have the capacity to do."


    
Merino said that Mexico's most powerful supercomputer operates at 2.3 petaflops -- a unit to measure computing speed, meaning it can perform one quadrillion operations per second. Coatlicue would have a capacity of 314 petaflops.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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    X's new feature raises questions about the foreign origins of some popular US political accounts
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                                        They go by names like @TRUMP_ARMY-- or @MAGANationX, and their verified accounts proudly display portraits of President Donald Trump, voter rallies and American flags. And they're constantly posting about U.S. politics to their followers, sounding like diehard fans of the president.
But after a weekend update to the social media platform X, it's now clear that the owners of these accounts, and many others, are located in regions such as South Asia, Africa and Eastern Europe.
Elon Musk's X unveiled a feature Saturday that lets users see where an account is based. Online sleuths and experts quickly found that many popular accounts posting in support of the MAGA movement to thousands or hundreds of thousands of followers, are based outside the United States -- raising concerns about foreign influence on U.S. politics.
Researchers at NewsGuard, a firm that tracks online misinformation, identified several popular accounts -- purportedly run by Americans interested in politics - that instead were based in Eastern Europe, Asia or Africa. 
The accounts were leading disseminators of some misleading and polarizing claims about U.S. politics, including ones that said Democrats bribed the moderators of a 2024 presidential debate.

    
    
    
What is the location feature? 
Nikita Bier, X's head of product, announced Saturday that the social media platform is rolling out an "About This Account" tool, which lets users see the country or region where an account is based. To find an account's location, tap or click the signup date displayed on the profile. 
"This is an important first step to securing the integrity of the global town square. We plan to provide many more ways for users to verify the authenticity of the content they see on X," Bier wrote. 
In countries with punitive speech restrictions, a privacy tool on X lets account holders only show their region rather than a specific country. So instead of India, for instance, an account can say it is based in South Asia. 

    
Bier said Sunday that after an update to the tool, it would 99.99% accurate, though this could not be independently verified. Accounts, for instance, can use a virtual private network, or VPN, to mask their true location. On some accounts, there's a notice saying the location data may not be accurate, either because the account uses a VPN or because some internet providers use proxies automatically, without action by the user.
"Location data will always be something to use with caution," said Alexios Mantzarlis, director of the Security, Trust, and Safety Initiative at Cornell Tech and a former director of the International Fact-Checking Network. "Its usefulness probably peaks now that it was just exposed, and bad actors will adapt. Meta has had similar information for a while and no one would suggest that misinformation has been eliminated from Facebook because of it."

    
Which accounts are causing controversy? 
Some of the accounts supported slain conservative activist Charlie Kirk as well as President Donald Trump's children. Many of the accounts were adorned with U.S. flags or made comments suggesting they were American. An account called "@BarronTNews_," for instance, is shown as being located in "Eastern Europe (Non-EU)," even though the display location on its profile says "Mar A Lago." The account, which has more than 580,000 followers, posted on Tuesday that "This is a FAN account, 100 % independent, run by one guy who loves this country and supports President Trump with everything I've got." 
NewsGuard also found evidence that some X users are spreading misinformation about the location feature itself, incorrectly accusing some accounts of being operated from abroad when they're actually used by Americans. Investigators found several instances where one user created fake screenshots that appear to suggest an account was created overseas.
It's not always clear what the motives of the accounts. While some may be state actors, it's likely that many are financially motivated, posting commentary, memes and videos to draw engagement. 

"For the most visible accounts unmasked this week, money is probably the main motivator," Mantzarlis said. "That doesn't mean that X -- as documented extensively by prior work done by academic and nonprofit organizations that are being attacked and defunded -- isn't also a target for state actors.

    
Users were divided over the new ability to see an account's location information, with some questioning whether it went too far.
"Isn't this kind of an invasion of privacy?" One X user wrote. "No one needs to see this info."
--
Associated Press Writer David Klepper contributed to this story. 
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    Denmark's government aims to ban access to social media for children under 15




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Caroline Stage, Danish Minister for Digitalization and representatives from the agreement parties attends a press conference about a new political agreement for better protection of children and young people online, in Copenhagen, Friday, Nov. 7, 2025. (Thomas Traasdahl/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Caroline Stage, Danish Minister for Digitalization and representatives from the agreement parties attends a press conference about a new political agreement for better protection of children and young people online, in Copenhagen, Friday, Nov. 7, 2025. (Thomas Traasdahl/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Caroline Stage, Danish Minister for Digitalization and representatives from the agreement parties attends a press conference about a new political agreement for better protection of children and young people online, in Copenhagen, Friday, Nov. 7, 2025. (Thomas Traasdahl/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Caroline Stage, Danish Minister for Digitalization and representatives from the agreement parties attends a press conference about a new political agreement for better protection of children and young people online, in Copenhagen, Friday, Nov. 7, 2025. (Thomas Traasdahl/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            JAMEY KEATEN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        Denmark's government on Friday announced an agreement to ban access to social media for anyone under 15, ratcheting up pressure on Big Tech platforms as concerns grow that kids are getting too swept up in a digitized world of harmful content and commercial interests.
The move would give some parents -- after a specific assessment -- the right to let their children access social media from age 13. It wasn't immediately clear how such a ban would be enforced: Many tech platforms already restrict pre-teens from signing up. Officials and experts say such restrictions don't always work.
Such a measure would be among the most sweeping steps yet by a European Union government to limit use of social media among teens and younger children, which has drawn concerns in many parts of an increasingly online world.
Speaking to The Associated Press, Caroline Stage, Denmark's minister for digital affairs, said 94% of Danish children under age 13 have profiles on at least one social media platform, and more than half of those under 10 do. 

    
"The amount of time they spend online -- the amount of violence, self-harm that they are exposed to online -- is simply too great a risk for our children," she said, while praising tech giants as "the greatest companies that we have. They have an absurd amount of money available, but they're simply not willing to invest in the safety of our children, invest in the safety of all of us."

    
No rush to legislation, no loopholes for tech giants
Stage said a ban won't take effect immediately. Allied lawmakers on the issue from across the political spectrum who make up a majority in parliament will likely take months to pass relevant legislation. 
"I can assure you that Denmark will hurry, but we won't do it too quickly because we need to make sure that the regulation is right and that there is no loopholes for the tech giants to go through," Stage said. Her ministry said pressure from tech giants' business models was "too massive." 
It follows a move in December in Australia, where parliament enacted the world's first ban on social media for children -- setting the minimum age at 16.
That made platforms including TikTok, Facebook, Snapchat, Reddit, X and Instagram subject to fines of up to 50 million Australian dollars ($33 million) for systemic failures to prevent children younger than 16 from holding accounts.
Officials in Denmark didn't say how such a ban would be enforced in a world where millions of children have easy access to screens. But Stage noted that Denmark has a national electronic ID system -- nearly all Danish citizens over age 13 have such an ID -- and plans to set up an age-verification app. Several other EU countries are testing such apps. 
"We cannot force the tech giants to use our app, but what we can do is force the tech giants to make proper age verification, and if they don't, we will be able to enforce through the EU commission and make sure that they will be fined up to 6% of their global income."

    
Aiming to shield kids from harmful content online
Many governments have been grappling with ways of limiting harmful fallout from online technologies, without overly squelching their promise. Stage said Denmark's legislative push was "not about excluding children from everything digital" -- but keeping them away from harmful content.
China -- which manufacturers many of the world's digital devices -- has set limits on online game time and smart-phone time for kids. 
Prosecutors in Paris this week announced an investigation into allegations that TikTok allows content promoting suicide and that its algorithms may encourage vulnerable young people to take their own lives.
"Children and young people have their sleep disrupted, lose their peace and concentration, and experience increasing pressure from digital relationships where adults are not always present," the Danish ministry said. "This is a development that no parent, teacher or educator can stop alone."
The EU's Digital Services Act, which took effect two years ago, forbids children younger than 13 to hold accounts on social media like TikTok and Instagram, video sharing platforms like YouTube and Twitch, and sites like Reddit and Discord, as well as AI companions. 

    
Many social media platforms have for years banned anyone 13 or under from signing up for their services. TikTok users can verify their ages by submitting a selfie that will be analyzed to estimate their age. Meta Platforms, parent of Instagram and Facebook, says it uses a similar system for video selfies and AI to help figure out a user's age.
TikTok said in an email that it recognizes the importance of Denmark's initiative. 
"At TikTok, we have steadfastly created a robust trust and safety track record, with more than 50 preset safety features for teen accounts, as well as age appropriate experiences and tools for guardians such as Family Pairing," a tool allowing parents, guardians, and teens to customize safety settings.

    
We look forward to working constructively on solutions that apply consistently across the industry," it added.
Meta didn't respond immediately to requests for comment from the AP.

"We've given the tech giants so many chances to stand up and to do something about what is happening on their platforms. They haven't done it," said Stage, the Danish minister. "So now we will take over the steering wheel and make sure that our children's futures are safe."
___
AP Business Writer Kelvin Chan contributed to this report. 
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    Want to grow an avocado tree from seed? Here's how
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[image: A Haas avocado pit is suspended over a glass of water by toothpicks on Long Island, N.Y., on Nov. 17, 2025. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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[image: An avocado is cut at the Birrieria Chalio Mexican Restaurant in Fort Worth, Texas on Feb. 13, 2025. (AP Photo/LM Otero, File)]
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                                        So, you want to grow an avocado tree from seed? It's not only a fun off-season activity, especially for kids, but it's also very easy.
Just know that since avocados are tropical plants, they won't survive winters outdoors in colder climates. Still, it's possible to grow avocado plants indoors. They likely won't produce fruit, but they make lovely houseplants.
When I was growing up, it wasn't uncommon for there to be a pit of some sort partially submerged in a glass of water, suspended by toothpicks, on a windowsill. Peaches, mangos, avocados - I tried them all. 
As an adult, I view the project as a way to create free plants rather than as a science experiment, but it's still fun to watch the roots grow through a clear glass.
There are several types of avocados. Any can be grown outdoors in horticultural zones 9-11, but the Hass variety, which is smaller and more tolerant of indoor conditions, makes the best houseplant.

    
Step by step
To make your own avocado plant, follow these steps:
1. Rinse the seed, or pit, from an avocado, then hold it vertically with the pointy end facing up.
2. Insert four wooden toothpicks around the center of the seed to create crutches for it to rest on the rim of a glass or glass jar. Place the toothpick-adorned pit on the glass and fill it with water to toothpick level, submerging its bottom half. Set the glass on a windowsill or under a bright light source.
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[image: People visit Herrnhuter Sterne GmbH manufacturing, a Christmas stars manufacturing company in Herrnhut, Germany, Nov. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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[image: The INEOS Energy's Siri platform seen from a helicopter above the North Sea, Denmark, Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/James Brooks)]
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[image: Locals and tourists visit the Ottoman-era Sultan Ahmed or Blue Mosque, in Istanbul, Turkey, Friday, Nov. 21, 2025, ahead of the visit of Pope Leo XIV to Turkey. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Under glare of world's media, Pope Leo XIV to visit Turkey and Lebanon on first foreign trip
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




3. Change the water every couple of days. Within a few weeks, you'll see roots sprouting from the bottom of the seed, and shoots emerging from the top. Over time, the seed may split and its outer layer will crumble away; this is normal.
4. When the shoots are a few inches tall and have produced leaves, remove the toothpicks and plant the seed, shoot-side up, in light, well-draining potting mix, leaving the tip of the seed exposed. Use a container with a drainage hole at the bottom.

    
Caring for the plant
As more leaves emerge, prune the shoots back, cutting just above a lower leaf to encourage fuller, bushier growth.
If you are keeping the plant indoors, place it to the side of your sunniest window to provide bright-but-indirect light.
Water the plant only when the soil is completely dry, but don't let it remain dry for long. To gauge whether it's time to water, plunge your finger knuckle-deep into the pot to feel the moisture level at root depth. When it's dry, place the pot in the sink and, with the faucet on low, slowly water the plant until water emerges from the drainage hole.
Fertilize the plant every four to six months with either a product formulated specifically for citrus, mango and avocado plants, or with a slow-release, balanced fertilizer with a ratio of 4-6-4, 5-5-5 or similar listed on the package.
How to grow your avocado plant outdoors

    

If you'd like to grow your tree outdoors (zones 9-11 only), you should know that avocados are heterozygous plants, which means their seeds will not produce trees or fruits identical to those of their parents. In fact, they could be wildly different.
That's why most avocado trees have been either grafted or cloned. So, although planting an avocado tree started from seed at home may result in a beautiful specimen, if you want a traditional tree and edible fruit, you're better off buying a tree from a nursery.
But if you're the gambling type and would still like to grow your tree in the garden, care for it indoors until spring, then acclimate it to the outdoors by setting it in a shady spot for an hour, then bringing it back indoors. Set it out for two hours the next day, and repeat each day for a week, increasing outdoor exposure by an hour each day.
After a week, plant the tree outdoors. Choose a spot that receives full to part sun and offers protection from wind. The soil should be well-draining and have a pH reading between 5.0 and 7.0.
Dig a hole that is twice as wide as the plant's roots but exactly as deep as the pot it was growing in.
Keep the soil moist but not soggy, and fertilize every three months with the products recommended above.
___

Jessica Damiano writes weekly gardening columns for the AP and publishes the award-winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter. You can sign up here for weekly gardening tips and advice.
___
For more AP gardening stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/gardening.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/growing-avocado-indoors-toothpicks-09ecad99e6ec58b0b7d1e53a71444280



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Lifestyle

    What happens when pumpkin pie meets deep-dish pizza?
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                                        Every time I am feeling a little too much, or sometimes not enough, I bake a pie. I bake a pie when I celebrate something, make a new friend, figure out something hard, go on an inspiring trip, and, most of all, when I am trying to create a feeling of home.
For my project-turned-cookbook, "50 Pies, 50 States," I decided to learn about America by creating a pie for each state that said something about its people and included meaningful regional ingredients.
For pumpkin pie, one state stood out: Illinois. About 85% of canned pumpkin consumed in the United States comes from Illinois, and pumpkin pie is the official state pie.
But I couldn't just make a regular ol' pumpkin pie! I had to think outside the box. Then it hit me: I could make the love child of a pumpkin pie and a deep-dish pizza, which is thick and baked in a skillet and requires a fork and knife to eat 'cause it's too dang hard to pick up! Like one of Chicago's skyscrapers, this deep-dish pumpkin pie was an engineering feat.

    
The deep-dish crust is the hardest part of this recipe. I always egg-wash the crust. For the egg wash, I combine one whole large egg, one large yolk, and 2 tablespoons milk or water (whichever you have on hand) in a quart container, and blend with an immersion blender or whisk until smooth. This has been the recipe that has given me the best golden brown on my bakes. Don't be stressed, chill your dough and take your time! Pro Tip: Make your filling a day in advance; this will help guarantee a thicker set custard filling. 


Deep-Dish Pumpkin Pie
Makes one 9-inch pie
Start to finish: 6 hours (1 hour active)

    
    
    
Ingredients

    

CRUST
Store-bought or homemade pie dough (preferably made with all butter; and enough for a double crusted pie); do not separate into two portions.
Egg wash
---
PUMPKIN FILLING
1 cup granulated sugar
1 cup packed light brown sugar
2 tablespoons cornstarch
2 teaspoons ground ginger
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1/4 teaspoon ground cloves
1 teaspoon kosher salt
1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
2 (15-ounce) cans pumpkin puree (I prefer Libby's)
2-1/2 cups heavy cream
6 large eggs, beaten
---
SPECIAL EQUIPMENT
9-inch springform pan that is at least 2-1/2inches deep
Parchment paper
Directions

MAKE THE FILLING: In a medium bowl, whisk together the dry ingredients: sugars, cornstarch, ginger, cinnamon, nutmeg, cloves, salt and pepper. In a separate medium bowl, mix the pumpkin, cream and eggs together until well incorporated. Mix in the dry ingredients and make sure everything is well incorporated. Refrigerate for at least 2 hours, or up to overnight.
BLIND BAKE THE CRUST: Preheat the oven to 425degF. Roll out the double portion of dough so that there will be at least a 1-inch overhang beyond the edge of the springform pan. Spray the 9-inch springform pan liberally with nonstick cooking spray. Line the bottom with parchment paper. Fit the rolled-out crust in the pan, making sure to push the dough into all corners on the bottom and that all the sides are covered. Leave about an inch of dough hanging over the edge of the pan. Freeze for one hour. Prick the dough with a fork on the base and sides. Line the entire crust with foil, making sure it is tight around the edges. Fill to the brim with pie weights or beans. Bake for 30 minutes, until the crust is lightly golden at the edges. Let the crust cool completely with the weights still in the crust; it may take 2 to 3 hours to cool completely.

    
FILL AND BAKE THE PIE: Preheat the oven to 400degF. Remove the foil and weights from the baked crust and brush the entire crust with egg wash to seal. Keep the crust in the springform pan. Place it on a baking sheet and fill with the chilled pumpkin filling. Bake the pie on the center rack, rotating the baking sheet 90 degrees every 15 minutes to make sure the filling is cooking evenly, for 45 to 50 minutes, until the center has a slight jiggle but is mostly set. Check the edge of the crust at 30 minutes; if it is getting too brown, tent with foil. Let the pie cool for at least four hours before removing from the springform pan. Serve with whipped cream if desired. Best enjoyed while watching "The Last Dance" documentary series about Michael Jordan and the 1997 Chicago Bulls.
---

Adapted from "50 Pies, 50 States," by Stacey Mei Yan Fong. Copyright (copyright) 2024 by Stacey Mei Yan Fong. Used with permission of Voracious, an imprint of Little, Brown and Company. New York, NY. All rights reserved.
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    More and more Ugandan men seek DNA paternity tests, often with heartbreaking results




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Moses Kutoi, a clan leader of the Bagisu people in eastern Uganda, stands on the balcony of his house in Nabumali, Mbale, Uganda, Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Rodney Muhumuza)]
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[image: Andrew Mutengu, a counselor and pastor of Word of Faith Ministries, stands at the pulpit of his Pentecostal church in Mbale, Uganda, Thursday, Nov. 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Rodney Muhumuza)]
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[image: The Rev. Robert Wantsala, vicar of a small Anglican parish in eastern Uganda, stands at the headquarters of the diocese in Mbale, Uganda, Thursday, Nov. 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Rodney Muhumuza)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            The Rev. Robert Wantsala, vicar of a small Anglican parish in eastern Uganda, stands at the headquarters of the diocese in Mbale, Uganda, Thursday, Nov. 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Rodney Muhumuza)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            RODNEY MUHUMUZA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        NABUMALI, Uganda (AP) -- Among the most sensitive family disputes Moses Kutoi mediates are those involving upset men questioning why some of their children don't resemble them.
For the Ugandan clan leader attuned to the wisdom of his ancestors, the matter is taboo, never to be discussed with others. Yet Kutoi feels compelled to intervene in the hope of saving marriages that sometimes turn violent and are on the verge of breaking. 
"Even me, I don't resemble my father," the clan leader recently told one disbelieving man he was helping. 
Paternity has become a key test of faith in this east African country as DNA testing becomes more widely available, fueled in part by published reports of well-known Ugandans who eventually discovered they were not the biological fathers of some of their children. 
The matter has become so heated that clerics and traditional leaders now urge tolerance and a return to the kind of African teachings that village elders like Kutoi say they stand for.

    
At last year's Christmas Day service, the Anglican archbishop of Uganda, Stephen Kaziimba, cited the example of the virgin birth of Jesus -- the bedrock of Christian belief -- in a sermon that sought to discourage DNA testing among the faithful.
"You take DNA and you find out that out of the four children, only two are yours," he warned. "So just take care of the children the way they are, like Joseph did."

    
    
    
Paternity disputes are proliferating
The Ministry of Internal Affairs runs a government-accredited lab that conducts court-ordered investigations. It says the number of men seeking voluntary DNA testing has soared recently, with often "heartbreaking" outcomes.
"About 95% of those coming for DNA tests are men, but more than 98% of the results show these men are not the biological fathers," Simon Peter Mundeyi, a spokesman for the Ministry of Internal Affairs, told reporters in July. 
His advice for men was not to seek DNA proof of paternity "unless you have a strong heart," he said.

    
DNA testing centers have sprouted all over Uganda, with aggressive advertising by clinical labs on radio and in public spaces. Some passenger taxis in Kampala, the Ugandan capital, have had their back windows plastered with ads for facilities offering DNA testing.
In Nabumali, a small town where Kutoi is the mayor, most families can't afford DNA testing fees, which exceed $200 at the only private laboratory equipped to do such work in nearby Mbale city. 
The couples who seek Kutoi's assistance can barely tolerate each other by the time they approach him. He tries to ease the tension with self-deprecating jokes and by sharing his own experience with the taboo topic. Kutoi likes to point out that although he doesn't resemble his father, he was picked as the family heir anyway, allowing him to become a clan leader among the Bagisu people. 
In the past, if a man spoke publicly about paternity concerns, community elders would pay him a visit. He could be punished, including being forced to pay a fine, Kutoi said. 
"You are not supposed to pronounce that I am suspecting that this child is not mine," said Kutoi, adding that being drunk was no excuse for such an utterance. 

    
Disputes are tied to property and divorce proceedings
These days many paternity disputes in Uganda revolve around the distribution of property after the family patriarch has died, but also during divorce proceedings when spousal support is contested.
In the most prominent recent case, court-ordered DNA testing showed a wealthy academic in Kampala was not the father of one of his three children. That case has been widely covered by the local press, underscoring paternity as an issue affecting a wide range of families. 
The Rev. Robert Wantsala, vicar of a small Anglican parish in the eastern district of Mbale, spoke about the array of paternity disagreements he has encountered. He recalled a woman who had her late husband's son DNA tested before he could be considered an estate beneficiary, two men who tussled over a child each believed to be his and a man who told his grown son he wanted a DNA test for not behaving like a family member.

    
"The man said to his son, 'This character is not in my family,'" Wantsala said, recalling an incident from 2023.
The son responded forcefully, winning the approval of his community by telling his father that he would agree to a test "on condition that you invite my (dead) mother."
Wantsala echoed the advice of Kaziimba, the Anglican primate, saying he always tells doubting men to leave the matter to God. 
"When they come, in whichever way they come, children are children," he said. "A child that is born in the home, that is your child. Even in African tradition that is how it was."
The men who seek DNA testing without thinking of the consequences are wasting their time, Kutoi said. 
"For us, they knew the child belonged to you regardless," he said, speaking of African traditional society.
Disowning children was unheard of, although some men were known to discreetly take measures like offering the disputed son a land inheritance far removed from the ancestral compound in which the heir would be installed, Kutoi said.

    
Faith leaders counsel families
Other religious leaders have organized counseling sessions.
Andrew Mutengu, pastor of Word of Faith Ministries in Mbale, said paternity is a recurring subject in many disputes he mediates among his 800 congregation members.
Last month he helped the wife of a rich businessman whose young daughter was claimed by a former boyfriend, a local barber. After the woman confessed she had been unfaithful, Mutengu summoned the barber, who agreed to stop publicizing his claim in the child's interest.
"He goes around bragging that 'I am the father,'" he said of the barber. "It was actually causing issues because this woman is in a home with another man who is actually the known husband."
Mutengu said he believes more men in his community would seek DNA testing if it were cheaper, no matter faith leaders' appeals.
Even Kutoi sounded doubtful when his 29-year-old son crossed the compound one recent afternoon at their home in Nabumali. The son is of light skin and taller than his father, who used the opportunity to tell a joke.
"You saw this tall boy. That is my son," he said. "When you looked at him, did he look like me?"
___
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    Moravian stars light up Germany's Christmas season
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            The Moravian stars from Herrnhut, Germany, have become a popular Christmas decoration in the country. Known for their bright colors and various sizes, these stars adorn places like church steeples and even the Berlin chancellery during Advent. Handmade for over 180 years, the stars originated from a math teacher's lesson on geometry.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People visit Herrnhuter Sterne GmbH manufacturing, a Christmas stars manufacturing company in Herrnhut, Germany, Nov. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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            People visit Herrnhuter Sterne GmbH manufacturing, a Christmas stars manufacturing company in Herrnhut, Germany, Nov. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            People visit Herrnhuter Sterne GmbH manufacturing, a Christmas stars manufacturing company in Herrnhut, Germany, Nov. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman works in the Herrnhuter Sterne GmbH manufacturing, a Christmas stars manufacturing company in Herrnhut, Germany, Nov. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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            A woman works in the Herrnhuter Sterne GmbH manufacturing, a Christmas stars manufacturing company in Herrnhut, Germany, Nov. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            People visit Herrnhuter Sterne GmbH manufacturing, a Christmas stars manufacturing company in Herrnhut, Germany, Nov. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            People visit Herrnhuter Sterne GmbH manufacturing, a Christmas stars manufacturing company in Herrnhut, Germany, Nov. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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                                        HERRNHUT, Germany (AP) -- Bright Christmas stars have long been a familiar sight across Germany during the darkest days of the year, but none is more famous -- and lately as popular -- as the Moravian stars from the eastern village of Herrnhut near the Polish and Czech borders.
They come in different sizes and shine in varying colors. They decorate church steeples and apartment windows, and even adorn the chancellery in Berlin during Advent.
"It's the symbol of the Star of Bethlehem, which guided the three wise men to the Christ Child in the manger," said Katja Ruppert, managing director of the Herrnhuter Sterne manufacturing company.
The stars have been handmade for over 180 years in Herrnhut, which was founded by refugees of the Moravian Church fleeing from the historical provinces of Bohemia and Moravia in what is now the Czech Republic. 

    
Members of the church, one of the world's oldest Protestant denominations, found refuge in the German region in 1722 under the auspices of Count Nikolaus von Zinzendorf, who granted them asylum from prosecution by Catholics. He provided them with land where the believers founded Herrnhut, which roughly translates to "Under the Protection of the Lord."

    
    
    
The famous Christmas star was created during a geometry lesson
The church members were very active in education. In one of the schools they founded, the famous Moravian star was created when a math teacher -- trying to descriptively explain geometry -- asked his students to create a "truncated cuboctahedron with 17 four-corner based points and eight three-corner based points."
That initial cardboard star was patented in 1925, in a way that its points could be dismantled for shipping and later be clamped together again.
The smallest star has a diameter of 8 centimeters (3.14 inches) and sells from 19 euros ($22), while the biggest one measures 130 centimeters and costs 205 euros. Special orders are more expensive and can measure up to 250 cm. 

    
Originally, the points of the Moravian star were white and red, symbolizing both "purity and the blood of Jesus Christ," Ruppert explained in an interview with The Associated Press.
As the production of the stars expanded, so did the range of colors. Today they are made out of paper or plastic and come monochrome, varicolored, or with patterns including some made out of the pages of old books that are dubbed "literary stars."
There are even stars with floral spring motives for those who want to keep the decorative ornaments up in their homes all year, not just during Christmas season.

    
People can make their own stars at a workshop in Herrnhut
Recently, the company also opened a handicrafts workshop in Herrnhut where people can make their own stars. In addition, there's a big showroom presenting and selling all different varieties. White, yellow and red are among the most popular creations, but the company's annual special edition -- this year its a shiny, purple star -- has also become a sought-after collectible item.
"We are now taking part in many Christmas markets. We have gone to trade fairs. We have found many retailers who would like to work with us there," Ruppert said, explaining how the Moravian star's popularity has spread widely within Germany in the past 20 years.
Nowadays, about 230 employees make more than 820,000 stars every year and more than 60,000 people visit the store and workshop annually, mostly during the weeks before Christmas. 
So far, the star is not being exported extensively to other countries, Ruppert said. But other communities of the Moravian Church such as the one in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, or Christiansfeld in Denmark, also are featuring the star as a symbol of their faith during Advent.
Silk Schmidt, a hairdresser from Neueibau in southeastern Saxony, had come to Herrnhut with her sister-in-law in mid-November to make three stars as Christmas gifts for her two sons and mother.
"I myself have at least ten stars at home," she said, adding that she usually puts them up on the first weekend of Advent.
"When it's so dark outside and not nice anymore, then the stars hang in the window, which is actually really beautiful," she said.

    
"Lights everywhere."
___
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    Pope Leo XIV encourages Turkey to be a force for stability and peace as he opens first foreign trip
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            Pope Leo XIV arrived in Turkey on Thursday on his first foreign trip, fulfilling Pope Francis' plans to mark an important Christian anniversary and bring a message of peace to the region at a crucial time in efforts to end the war in Ukraine and ease Mideast tensions. (AP video shot by: Mehmet Guzel)
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            Pope Leo XIV greeted journalists aboard the Papal plane headed for Turkey with a cheerful "Happy Thanksgiving," before telling the group that his first trip abroad is intended to send a message of peace throughout the world. (AP Video shot by Paolo Santalucia; Production by: Trisha Thomas)
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            Pope Leo XIV arrived on his first foreign trip to Turkey and later Lebanon, a visit that fulfills the late Pope Francis' plans to mark an important Christian anniversary and bring a message of peace to the region at a crucial time for efforts to end the war in Ukraine and ease Mideast tensions. (AP video shot by: Paolo Santalucia and Trisha Thomas)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pope Leo XIV walks as he is welcomed upon his arrival at Esenboga International Airport in Ankara, Turkey, Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025, marking the beginning of his first foreign trip. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)]
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[image: Pope Leo XIV visits the Ataturk Mausoleum in Ankara, Turkey, Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Domenico Stinellis)]
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[image: Pope Leo XIV poses a wreath at the Ataturk Mausoleum in Ankara, Turkey, Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Domenico Stinellis)]
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            Pope Leo XIV poses a wreath at the Ataturk Mausoleum in Ankara, Turkey, Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Domenico Stinellis)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pope Leo XIV greets reporters aboard a flight on his way to Ankara, Turkey, for a six-day trip to Turkey and Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Domenico Stinellis, Pool)]
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            Pope Leo XIV greets reporters aboard a flight on his way to Ankara, Turkey, for a six-day trip to Turkey and Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Domenico Stinellis, Pool)
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            8 of 8 | 
            Pope Leo XIV arrives at the Ataturk Mausoleum in Ankara, Turkey, Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Domenico Stinellis)
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                                        ANKARA, Turkey (AP) -- Pope Leo XIV encouraged Turkey to be a source of stability and dialogue in a world riven by conflict, as he opened his first foreign trip as pope on Thursday with a plea for peace amid efforts to end wars in Ukraine and Gaza.
The American pope emphasized a message of peace as he arrived in Ankara, welcomed on the tarmac by a military guard of honor and at the presidential palace by President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
Speaking to Erdogan and the country's diplomatic corps at a library in the palace complex, Leo praised Turkey's historic role as a bridge between East and West, at the crossroads of religions and cultures.
"May Turkey be a source of stability and rapprochement between peoples, in service of a just and lasting peace," he said, speaking in front of a giant globe. "Today, more than ever, we need people who will promote dialogue and practice it with firm will and patient resolve."

    
Leo's visit comes as Turkey, a country of more than 85 million people of predominantly Sunni Muslims, has cast itself as a key intermediary in efforts to end the conflicts in Ukraine and Gaza.



    
        




    




Ankara has hosted rounds of talks with Russia and with Ukraine and offered to take part in the stabilization force in Gaza to help oversee a fragile ceasefire. Israel, which has had rocky relations with Turkey for years, accuses Ankara of supporting Hamas and has ruled out any role for Turkish troops in a stabilization force.

    
    
    
Leo didn't cite the conflicts specifically, but he quoted his predecessor, Pope Francis, in lamenting that the wars ravaging the world today amount to a "third world war fought piecemeal," with resources spent on armaments instead of fighting hunger and poverty and protecting creation.
After two world wars, "we are now experiencing a phase marked by a heightened level of conflict on the global level," he said. "We must not give into this! The future of humanity is at stake."

    
In his address, Erdogan said the Palestinian issue is central to achieving peace in the region and praised what he described as the Vatican's "steadfast stance" on it.
Erdogan said immediate steps must be taken to strengthen the ceasefire reached in Gaza, protect civilians and ensure the uninterrupted delivery of humanitarian aid.
A word about valuing women 
The speech was closely watched, since the first speech of any pope trip sets the tone for his visit. That's all the more true for this first trip abroad for the first American pope, who will be delivering all his remarks in Turkey in English in a departure for the Italian-centric Vatican. It was thus significant that Leo also commented on the plight of women in Turkey.
"Women, in particular, through their studies and active participation in professional, cultural and political life, are increasingly placing themselves at the service of your community and its positive influence on the international scene," Leo said.
"We must greatly value then the important initiatives in this regard, which support the family and the contribution that women make toward the full flowering of social life."

    
Women's rights activists continue to denounce Erdogan's 2021 withdrawal from the Istanbul Convention, a landmark European treaty signed in Istanbul in 2011 to protect women from violence. Critics say the move weakened safeguards.
According to the advocacy group We Will Stop Femicide, 237 women have been killed in Turkey so far in 2025, most by husbands, partners, or relatives, while another 247 women were found dead under suspicious circumstances.
This week, Erdogan unveiled a new five-point plan to combat violence against women, including promoting a culture of respect, strengthening legal protections, and rehabilitating perpetrators.
After Ankara, Leo heads to Istanbul for the meetings and prayers with Orthodox Christian leaders as well as representatives of Turkey's majority Muslim community. He then travels to Lebanon on Sunday.

    
Historic anniversary
The main impetus for Leo to travel to Turkey is to mark the 1,700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea, an unprecedented gathering of at least 250 bishops from around the Roman Empire.
It happened at a time when the Eastern and Western churches were still united. They split in the Great Schism of 1054, a divide precipitated largely by disagreements over the primacy of the pope.
The visit will also allow Leo to reinforce the church's relations with Muslims. Leo is due to visit the Blue Mosque and preside over an interfaith meeting in Istanbul.
Asgin Tunca, a Blue Mosque imam who will be receiving the pope, said the visit would help advance Christian-Muslim ties and dispel popular prejudices about Islam.
"We want to reflect that image by showing the beauty of our religion through our hospitality -- that is God's command," Tunca said.
Speaking to reporters on board his plane, Leo acknowledged the historic nature of his first foreign trip and said he has been looking forward to it because of what it means for Christians and for promoting peace in the world.

    
"And to invite all people to come together to search for greater unity, greater harmony, and to look for the ways that all men and women can truly be brothers and sisters in spite of differences, in spite of different religions, in spite of different beliefs."
Leo also shared some more light-hearted moments with reporters, noting that Thursday was Thanksgiving in the United States.
"To the Americans here, Happy Thanksgiving!" he said to the 80 or so reporters who are travelling aboard the papal plane. "It's a wonderful day to celebrate."
At least two journalists presented Leo with pumpkin pies. He was also gifted a baseball bat once owned by legendary White Sox player Nellie Fox, and a pair of White Sox-branded slippers and socks.
The latter gift was a reference to Leo's quip last week that he only wears white socks, a play on words about his beloved Chicago baseball team.
Reaction in Turkey
Though support for Palestinians and for an end to the war in Ukraine is widespread in Turkey, for many, international politics is a secondary concern, as they face an ongoing cost-of-living crisis, owing to market turmoil induced by shake-ups in domestic politics.
That could explain why Leo's visit has largely escaped the attention of many in the country, at least outside the country's small Christian community.
Fatma Cicek Geyik, a 57-year-old artist, said the visit would bring some joy but should not be exaggerated. She said Turkey is a land with a powerful history and she didn't see the need to "elevate" others' presence.
"He's welcome, his visit will bring joy. But I don't see it as something to exaggerate too much," she said. "They will leave just as they came."
___
Wilks and Yedikardes contributed from Istanbul. 
___
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    2 miembros de la Guardia Nacional son baleados a pocas cuadras de la Casa Blanca




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Agentes federales y tropas de la Guardia Nacional en Washington, el miercoles 26 de noviembre de 2025, tras las noticias de que dos soldados de la Guardia Nacional recibieron disparos cerca de la Casa Blanca. (AP Foto/Evan Vucci)]



        

        
        
            
                    Agentes federales y tropas de la Guardia Nacional en Washington, el miercoles 26 de noviembre de 2025, tras las noticias de que dos soldados de la Guardia Nacional recibieron disparos cerca de la Casa Blanca. (AP Foto/Evan Vucci)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Dos miembros de la Guardia Nacional de Virginia Occidental que fueron desplegados en la capital de Estados Unidos fueron baleados el miercoles a solo unas cuadras de la Casa Blanca.
El director del FBI, Kash Patel, y la alcaldesa de Washington, Muriel Bowser, dijeron que los efectivos fueron hospitalizados en estado critico.
El incidente se produjo mientras la presencia de las tropas en esta y otras ciudades del pais ha sido un tema polemico durante meses, alimentando una batalla judicial y un debate de politica publica mas amplio sobre el uso del ejercito por parte del gobierno federal para combatir lo que los funcionarios describen como un problema de crimen fuera de control.
Jeffrey Carroll, subdirector ejecutivo de la policia de D.C., dijo que los investigadores no tenian informacion sobre un motivo. Senalo que el agresor "doblo la esquina" y comenzo a disparar inmediatamente contra las tropas, segun un video revisado por los investigadores.

    
"Este fue un ataque directo", dijo Bowser.
Dos funcionarios policiales y una persona familiarizada con el asunto dijeron que se creia que el sospechoso era un ciudadano afgano que llego a Estados Unidos en septiembre de 2021 y ha estado viviendo en el estado de Washington.



    
        




    




El sospechoso ha sido identificado por funcionarios policiales como Rahmanullah Lakanwal, pero las autoridades aun estaban trabajando para confirmar completamente sus antecedentes, anadieron. Las personas no podian discutir detalles de una investigacion en curso y hablaron con la AP bajo condicion de anonimato.

    
    
    
El gobernador de Virginia Occidental, Patrick Morrisey, inicialmente dijo que los soldados habian muerto, pero luego rectifico la declaracion para decir que su oficina estaba "recibiendo informes contradictorios" sobre su condicion.

    
    
    
Un sospechoso que estaba bajo custodia tambien fue baleado y tenia heridas que no se creia que fueran potencialmente mortales, segun un funcionario policial que no estaba autorizado a discutir el asunto publicamente y que hablo con The Associated Press bajo condicion de anonimato.

    
Tras el incidente, el gobierno del presidente Donald Trump ordeno enviar otros 500 miembros de la Guardia Nacional a Washington. El secretario de Defensa, Pete Hegseth, indico que Trump le pidio enviar mas soldados.
Actualmente hay casi 2.200 soldados asignados a la fuerza de tarea conjunta que opera en la ciudad, segun la ultima actualizacion del gobierno.
Las tropas detuvieron al tirador
El tiroteo ocurrio aproximadamente a dos cuadras al noroeste de la Casa Blanca cerca de una estacion del metro.
Despues de escuchar los disparos, otros soldados en el area corrieron y detuvieron al pistolero despues de que fue baleado, dijo Carroll.
"Parece ser un pistolero solitario que tomo un arma de fuego y embosco a estos miembros de la Guardia Nacional", comento Carroll, agregando que no estaba claro si uno de los miembros de la Guardia Nacional o un policia disparo contra el sospechoso.
"En este momento no tenemos otros sospechosos", indico Carroll en una conferencia de prensa.

    
Al menos uno de los soldados intercambio disparos con el agresor, segun otro funcionario policial que no estaba autorizado a discutir el asunto publicamente y hablo con la AP bajo condicion de anonimato.
Un video en redes sociales compartido inmediatamente despues mostraba a los socorristas aplicando RCP a uno de los soldados y atendiendo al otro en una acera cubierta de vidrio.
Testigos vieron a la gente huir
Stacy Walters dijo que estaba en un auto cuando escucho dos disparos y vio correr a la gente. Casi instantaneamente el area se lleno de agentes.
Emma McDonald, quien salio de una estacion de metro poco despues de los disparos, dijo que ella y un amigo buscaron refugio con otros en un cafe. McDonald le dijo a AP que minutos despues vio a los socorristas llevando una camilla con un miembro de la Guardia Nacional cuya cabeza estaba cubierta de sangre.
Mas de 300 miembros de la Guardia Nacional de Virginia Occidental fueron desplegados en Washington en agosto. La semana pasada, alrededor de 160 de ellos se ofrecieron como voluntarios para extender su despliegue hasta fin de ano, mientras que los demas regresaron a Virginia Occidental hace poco mas de una semana.
Agentes del Servicio Secreto y de la Oficina de Alcohol, Tabaco, Armas de Fuego y Explosivos estaban en el lugar, mientras que las tropas de la Guardia Nacional vigilaban cerca. Al menos un helicoptero aterrizo en el complejo de monumentos National Mall.

    
Trump dice que el tirador pagara
Trump, quien esta en Florida para el feriado del Dia de Accion de Gracias, advirtio en un comunicado en redes sociales que el "animal" que disparo contra los efectivos "pagara un precio muy alto".
"Dios bendiga a nuestra gran Guardia Nacional, y a todos nuestros militares y policias. Estas son grandes personas en verdad", escribio Trump en Truth Social. "Yo, como presidente de los Estados Unidos, y todos los asociados con la oficina de la Presidencia, estamos con ustedes".
El general Steven Nordhaus, jefe de la Oficina de la Guardia Nacional, cancelo sus planes de pasar las vacaciones con las tropas en la Bahia de Guantanamo para viajar a D.C. y estar con los miembros de la guardia alli. "Estamos devastados por este acto de violencia sin sentido", dijo en un video publicado en la plataforma social X.
Trump emitio una orden de emergencia en agosto que federalizo la fuerza policial local y envio tropas de la Guardia Nacional de ocho estados y el Distrito de Columbia. La orden expiro un mes despues, pero las tropas permanecieron.
La semana pasada, un juez federal ordeno el fin del despliegue, pero tambien suspendio su orden por 21 dias para permitir que el gobierno federal tuviera tiempo de retirar las tropas o apelar la decision.
Los soldados han patrullado vecindarios, estaciones de tren y otros lugares, han participado en retenes en caminos y tambien han sido asignados a la recoleccion de basura y a la vigilancia de eventos deportivos.
___

Los periodistas de The Associated Press Konstantin Toropin, Seung Min Kim, Safiyah Riddle, Matt Brown, Mike Balsamo, Eric Tucker, Jesse Bedayn, Evan Vucci, Nathan Ellgren, John Raby, Hallie Golden y John Seewer contribuyeron a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Incendio en rascacielos de Hong Kong deja al menos 44 muertos, 279 desaparecidos y tres arrestados




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Bomberos trabajan para extinguir un incendio que se desato en Wang Fuk Court, una propiedad residencial en el distrito de Tai Po, en los Nuevos Territorios de Hong Kong, el miercoles 26 de noviembre de 2025. (AP Foto/Chan Long Hei)]
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- El peor incendio que se haya registrado en Hong Kong en varios anos ardio durante toda la noche, dejando al menos 44 muertos y 279 personas desaparecidas, mientras los rescatistas seguian sacando a los residentes de los edificios en llamas.
La policia detuvo a tres hombres bajo sospecha de homicidio involuntario en relacion con el incendio, el cual comenzo la tarde del miercoles en un complejo residencial del distrito de Tai Po, un suburbio en los Nuevos Territorios, informo la prensa local. El incendio seguia ardiendo la manana del jueves, mientras continuaban las labores de rescate.
Cientos de residentes fueron evacuados mientras el incendio se propagaba por siete de los ocho edificios del complejo. Al menos otras 29 personas permanecian hospitalizadas. Al caer la noche se podian ver las brillantes llamas y el humo que salian por las ventanas de los apartamentos.

    
Las autoridades senalaron previamente que se investigarian diversos factores, incluyendo el cumplimento de los estandares de resistencia al fuego del material de recubrimiento de los muros exteriores, debido a la inusual velocidad con la que se propago el incendio. El director de Servicios de Bomberos, Andy Yeung, dijo que agentes habian encontrado laminas de espuma que son sumamente inflamables.



    
        




    




Funcionarios senalaron que el incendio comenzo en el andamiaje externo de uno de los edificios, una torre de 32 pisos, y luego se extendio al interior y hacia edificios cercanos, probablemente instigado por el viento.

    
    
    
El presidente chino Xi Jinping expreso el miercoles sus condolencias por la muerte de uno de los bomberos y extendio su pesame a las familias de las victimas, segun informo la emisora estatal CCTV. Tambien pidio que se hagan todos los esfuerzos posibles para minimizar las perdidas y numero de victimas.
John Lee, el jefe ejecutivo de la ciudad, dijo que el gobierno dara prioridad el desastre, pero suspendera los esfuerzos publicos para las elecciones legislativas del 7 de diciembre. No detallo si los comicios podrian aplazarse, pero puntualizo que las decisiones se tomaran en los proximos dias.

    
El incendio en tres de los edificios estaba "bajo control" poco despues de la medianoche, informo el Departamento de Servicios de Bomberos.
Los registros muestran que el complejo habitacional constaba de ocho bloques con casi 2.000 apartamentos que albergaban a unas 4.800 personas, incluidas muchas personas mayores. El complejo habitacional fue construido en la decada de 1980 y recientemente ha estado sometido a una importante renovacion.
Los bomberos indicaron que las altas temperaturas en el lugar dificultaban las operaciones de rescate. Una columna de llamas y denso humo se elevaba mientras el fuego se propagaba rapidamente por el andamiaje de bambu y la red de construccion instalada alrededor de la parte exterior de los edificios. Unas 900 personas fueron evacuadas a refugios temporales.
Las autoridades dijeron que se desplegaron cientos de bomberos, policias y paramedicos. Los bomberos dirigieron chorros de agua hacia las intensas llamas desde lo alto de camiones equipados con escaleras.

    
El incendio comenzo a media tarde, y despues del anochecer se elevo el nivel de alarma a 5, el de mayor gravedad. Las autoridades dijeron que los bomberos seguian enfrentado condiciones muy dificiles.
"Los escombros y el andamiaje de los edificios afectados se vienen abajo", senalo Derek Armstrong Chan, subdirector del servicio de operaciones del cuerpo de bomberos. "La temperatura dentro de los edificios en cuestion es muy alta. Es dificil para nosotros entrar al edificio y subir para realizar operaciones de extincion de incendios y rescate".
El departamento apunto que recibio "numerosas" llamadas solicitando asistencia. Sostuvo que, hasta la noche del miercoles, algunos residentes seguian atrapados.
Los bomberos desplegaron alrededor de 200 camiones de bomberos y mas de 100 ambulancias hacia el lugar, segun RTHK, el servicio publico de radiodifusion local.
Entre los muertos se encontraba un bombero de 37 anos, mientras que otro recibia atencion medica por agotamiento por calor, informo Yeung.

    
Las autoridades del distrito en Tai Po han abierto albergues temporales para las personas que quedaron sin hogar a causa del incendio.
"He dejado de pensar en mi propiedad", declaro a TVB un residente que solo se identifico por su apellido, Wu. "Verla arder asi fue realmente frustrante".
Tai Po es un area suburbana en los Nuevos Territorios, en la parte norte de Hong Kong y cerca de la frontera con la ciudad china continental de Shenzhen.
Los andamiajes de bambu se pueden ver frecuentemente en los proyectos de construccion y renovacion de edificios en Hong Kong, aunque el gobierno indico a principios de este ano que comenzaria a eliminarlo gradualmente para proyectos publicos por cuestiones de seguridad.

    
Se trata del incendio mas mortifero en Hong Kong en anos. En noviembre de 1996, 41 personas murieron en un edificio comercial en Kowloon en un incendio que duro alrededor de 20 horas y tambien fue clasificado como de nivel 5.
___

Moritsugu informo desde Beijing. Los periodistas de Associated Press Shihuan Chen, en Beijing, y Didi Tang, en Washington, contribuyeron a este despacho.
___
CHAN HO-HIM and KEN MORITSUGU
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    Dos aerolineas venezolanas se suman a cancelacion de vuelos en Venezuela tras advertencia desde EEUU




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Viajeros esperan en la sala principal del Aeropuerto Internacional Simon Bolivar de Maiquetia, Venezuela, el domingo 13 de noviembre de 2025, despues que varias aerolineas internacionales cancelaran vuelos tras una advertencia de la Administracion Federal de Aviacion de Estados Unidos sobre una situacion peligrosa en el espacio aereo venezolano. (Foto AP/Ariana Cubillos)]
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                                        CARACAS (AP) -- Dos aerolineas venezolanas anunciaron el lunes la cancelacion de sus vuelos desde y hacia Venezuela, sumandose a siete empresas aereas internacionales que ya suspendieron sus operaciones tras la advertencia de la Administracion Federal de Aviacion de Estados Unidos sobre presuntos riesgos de volar en el espacio aereo del pais .
La aerolinea Estelar anuncio en un comunicado la suspension de sus vuelos correspondientes a "la ruta Caracas-Madrid-Caracas... los dias 24, 26 y 28 de noviembre", citando motivos operacionales de su proveedor aereo espanol Iberojet.
La aerolinea Laser, en tanto, mediante un escrito divulgado en su cuenta en Instagram informo la reprogramacion de sus vuelos entre Caracas y Madrid desde el lunes hasta el proximo jueves, tambien por "motivos operacionales", sin dar otros detalles.
La Administracion Federal de Aviacion estadounidense (FAA, por sus siglas en ingles) advirtio el viernes a los pilotos que tengan "precaucion" al volar sobre Venezuela "debido al empeoramiento de la situacion de seguridad y la creciente actividad militar" alrededor del pais.

    
La advertencia de la FAA se produjo en momentos de persistentes tensiones por el despliegue desde septiembre de fuerzas militares estadounidenses que ejecutan una serie de ataques contra embarcaciones sospechosas de contrabandear drogas en aguas internacionales del Caribe y el oceano Pacifico, incluidas varias embarcaciones que, afirman, partieron de Venezuela. Al menos 80 personas han muerto.



    
        




    




El gobierno del presidente estadounidense, Donald Trump, dice que el despliegue naval busca combatir las amenazas de los carteles de drogas latinoamericanos. El presidente de Venezuela, Nicolas Maduro, en tanto, describe el despliegue como un ataque a la soberania de la nacion y parte de un esfuerzo por derrocarlo.

    
    
    
Segun la FAA, amenazas no especificadas "podrian representar un riesgo potencial para las aeronaves a todas las altitudes", asi como para los aviones que despegan y aterrizan en el pais, e incluso para las aeronaves en tierra.

    
El ministro de Transporte de Venezuela, Ramon Velasquez Araguayan anuncio el lunes en Instagram que sostuvo "un importante encuentro" con los representantes de las aerolineas nacionales e internacionales que operan en el pais, "con el objetivo de coordinar acciones para garantizar la continuidad y normalidad del transporte aereo en el pais" y "la conexion de Venezuela con otros destinos del mundo".
Por su parte, el Ministerio de Transporte senalo en su sitio web que "las lineas aereas presentes expresaron su compromiso con el pais", entre ellas el grupo Latam y TAP Air Portugal, representadas por Gamal Kabchi y Miguel Araujo, respectivamente.
Segun la publicacion, Kabchi aseguro "que todas las aerolineas estan monitoreando la situacion y buscando soluciones para la continuidad del transporte aereo".
En la vecina Colombia, la Aeronautica Civil informo el lunes en un comunicado que, tras la notificacion de la FAA, se han generado cancelaciones de vuelos y afectaciones para aproximadamente 1.500 viajeros, principalmente en Bogota, debido a que las aerolineas han tomado decisiones para "proteger la seguridad de sus pasajeros y operaciones".

    
La presidenta de la Asociacion de Lineas Aereas en Venezuela (ALAV), Marisela de Loaiza, confirmo a The Associated Press que se han suspendido indefinidamente los vuelos de TAP Air Portugal, LAN (Latam), Avianca, Iberia, Gol y Caribbean, mientras que la aerolinea Turkish anuncio el domingo una suspension del 24 al 28 noviembre.

ALAV indico el sabado pasado que los vuelos comerciales internacionales "pudieran verse afectados por actividades ajenas a la aviacion civil" en el espacio aereo. El gremio insto a los pasajeros con vuelos programados a revisar los anuncios de sus aerolineas.
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