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      Breaking News

      
        Thailand urged to drop defamation charges against Australian journalist
        Thai authorities should drop criminal defamation charges against Australian journalist Murray Hunter, who is being prosecuted for his reporting on Malaysia's media regulatory agency, Human Rights Watch stated on Thursday.

      

      
        'Like an ocean': Malaysians recall race against rising waters after major flood
        KANGAR --- Gon Qasim and her husband were about to flee their home in Malaysia's northern Perlis state last weekend when rising floodwaters cut off road access, leaving them stranded in the middle of a field.

      

      
        Bird flu poses risk of pandemic 'worse than Covid'
        PARIS --- The bird flu virus that has been spreading among wild birds, poultry and mammals could lead to a pandemic worse than the coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) if the virus mutates to transmit between humans, the head of France's Institut Pasteur respiratory infections centre said.

      

      
        The rise of the matcha bro: Bangkok's soft masculinity moment
        There's a running joke that you can now identify a certain type of Bangkok man by three items: a tote bag, a matcha, and a relaxed-fit pair of trousers. It's a meme, but like most memes, it's funny because it's true. Something about the city's male energy has softened -- not in a humiliating way, but in a way that feels intentional, self-aware, and a little...

      

      
        Report declares Thai digital economy still robust
        Despite macroeconomic headwinds, weak domestic consumption and rising household debt, Thailand's digital economy remains resilient.

      

      
        Thaksin's daughter posts family photo taken at prison
        Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra was visited by his three children and their families at Klongprem Central Prison in Bangkok on Thursday, in a rare close-contact session arranged as part of New Year celebrations.

      

      
        Thai rubber industry could see B4.5 billion in flood losses
        Severe floods in southern Thailand could cut rubber production in the world's largest producer by as much as 90,000 tonnes, worth 4.5 billion baht ($140 million), the Rubber Authority of Thailand said on Thursday.

      

      
        Hong Kong high-rise fire death toll rises to 55, about 200 unaccounted for
        HONG KONG --- The death toll from a massive fire in a high-rise residential complex in Hong Kong has risen to 55, with about 70 people hospitalised and some 200 still unaccounted for more than a day later, local authorities said Thursday.

      

      
        Field hospitals established for patients from flooded Hatyai Hospital
        SONGKHLA - Public health officials are building eight field hospitals in this southern border province to assist patients from the heavily flooded Hatyai Hospital.

      

      
        Jakarta dog meat ban sparks debate
        JAKARTA - Sitting at an empty stall in Jakarta, Alfindo Hutagaol gobbles down some rice, green sambal and grilled dog meat --- a meal that is now banned in the Indonesian capital.
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                  Thailand urged to drop defamation charges against Australian journalist                 

                Hunter's arrest highlights suppression of critical voices and media freedoms, says watchdog group
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                                Thai authorities should drop criminal defamation charges against Australian journalist Murray Hunter, who is being prosecuted for his reporting on Malaysia's media regulatory agency, Human Rights Watch stated on Thursday.
Hunter was arrested on Sept 29, 2025, at Suvarnabhumi airport in Samut Prakan province while waiting for a flight to Hong Kong.

He faces four counts of "defamation by publication" under section 328 of Thailand's criminal code, related to his critiques of the Malaysian Communications and Multimedia Commission. Each charge carries a maximum sentence of two years in prison and a fine of up to 200,000 baht (about US$6,200).

After being detained for 24 hours, he was released on bail, but his passport was confiscated to prevent his departure from Thailand.

"The arrest and charges against Murray Hunter are alarming examples of efforts to suppress critical voices and media freedoms," said Daniela Gavshon, Australia director at Human Rights Watch. "The Thai authorities should immediately drop the charges against him."

On Nov 17, the Thai public prosecutor formally indicted Hunter for criminal defamation related to four articles he published on his Substack newsletter in April 2024, which were critical of the Malaysian commission.

The indictment followed a complaint filed by the commission's legal representative in Thailand. Hunter's trial is set for Dec 22 at Bangkok South Criminal Court.

The Malaysian government imposes strict limitations on freedom of expression, using broadly defined laws to target dissenters. In December 2024, it passed regressive amendments to the Communications and Multimedia Act 1998.

The Malaysian Communications and Multimedia Commission has routinely censored online news portals to suppress critical voices. The criminal complaint against Hunter in Thailand marks a new strategy in Malaysia's efforts to limit free speech, according to Human Rights Watch.

International human rights law permits restrictions on freedom of expression to protect reputation, provided such restrictions are necessary and specific. The United Nations Human Rights Committee advocates for the decriminalisation of defamation, stating that "imprisonment is never an appropriate penalty" for this offence. Human Rights Watch views criminal defamation laws as incompatible with the duty to uphold freedom of expression.

The Hunter case highlights the Thai government's readiness to infringe on free expression rights in support of foreign governments targeting dissenters abroad. In August, Thai authorities removed artworks related to Hong Kong, Tibet and Xinjiang from an exhibit in response to a request from the Chinese Embassy.

Over the past decade, Thailand has cooperated with foreign governments in carrying out transnational repression against critics residing in the country. As a current member of the UN Human Rights Council, Thailand has ignored freedom of expression recommendations from the 2021 Universal Periodic Review by other UN member states.

Since the military coup in 2014, nearly 2,000 individuals have been prosecuted in Thailand for exercising their right to free expression, including foreign nationals like scholar Paul Chambers, who left the kingdom in early 2025.

"Australia and other concerned nations should inform Thai authorities that prosecuting Hunter will harm Thailand's reputation," Gavshon remarked. "The Thai government should not aid the Malaysian government in censoring and prosecuting its critics."
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                  'Like an ocean': Malaysians recall race against rising waters after major flood                

                Flooding in Malaysia has displaced over 7,000 people from their homes
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                                KANGAR -- Gon Qasim and her husband were about to flee their home in Malaysia's northern Perlis state last weekend when rising floodwaters cut off road access, leaving them stranded in the middle of a field.
The elderly couple were eventually rescued by one of their children living nearby and taken to an evacuation centre in the state capital of Kangar, where hundreds of other families were also sheltering in tents provided by the national disaster management agency.

"I was inside, and I couldn't go out. When I was out, there was nowhere to stay but the field," the 73-year-old Gon said, recalling her ordeal in an interview on Wednesday.

"The water was like the ocean. That's what it looked like."

Unusually heavy rain in Perlis, which borders southern Thailand, has caused severe flooding across many parts of the state since last week, displacing more than 7,000 people from their homes, according to official data.

More than 34,000 people have been evacuated nationwide, the data showed.

[image: A motorcyclist passes paddy fields that are submerged under floodwaters after heavy rain in Malaysia's northern states bordering Thailand, in Kangar, Malaysia, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)]
A motorcyclist passes paddy fields that are submerged under floodwaters after heavy rain in Malaysia's northern states bordering Thailand, in Kangar, Malaysia, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)



Sitting in a tent at the Kangar shelter, NorZafilini Al-Zakiri, 35, recounted how she was forced to leave her home due to the flooding, just weeks after giving birth to her third child.

The floodwater quickly inundated her home, but she managed to bring herself and her children to safety with the help of a volunteer, she said.

"We weren't able to go far... The water was too fast, usually it rose slowly but this time it streamed fast and just went on," she said, while cradling her newborn.

"With the baby and kids, we're so scared because we need to keep them safe, but I fight my fears and slowly rebuild here."

[image: A house stands partially submerged under floodwaters after heavy rain in Malaysia's northern states bordering Thailand, in Kangar, Malaysia, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)]
A house stands partially submerged under floodwaters after heavy rain in Malaysia's northern states bordering Thailand, in Kangar, Malaysia, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)
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                  Bird flu poses risk of pandemic 'worse than Covid'                

                Bird flu could affect healthy individuals, including children, unlike Covid-19
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                                PARIS -- The bird flu virus that has been spreading among wild birds, poultry and mammals could lead to a pandemic worse than the coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) if the virus mutates to transmit between humans, the head of France's Institut Pasteur respiratory infections centre said.
The highly pathogenic avian influenza, commonly called bird flu, has led to the culling of hundreds of millions of birds in the past few years, disrupting food supplies and driving up prices, though human infections remain rare.

"What we fear is the virus adapting to mammals, and particularly to humans, becoming capable of human-to-human transmission, and that virus would be a pandemic virus," Marie-Anne Rameix-Welti, medical director at the Institut Pasteur's respiratory infections centre, told Reuters.

The Institut Pasteur was among the first European labs to develop and share Covid-19 detection tests, making protocols available to the World Health Organisation (Who) and labs worldwide.

No antibodies against H5 bird flu

People have antibodies against common H1 and H3 seasonal flu, but none against the H5 bird flu affecting birds and mammals, like they had none against Covid-19, she said.

And unlike Covid-19, which mainly affects vulnerable people, flu viruses can also kill healthy individuals, including children, Rameix-Welti said.

[image: The facade of the Institut Pasteur is seen before a press visit, as researchers work to monitor and prevent the spread of avian influenza, including the H7N9 bird flu virus, in Paris, France, on Monday. (Photo: Reuters)]
The facade of the Institut Pasteur is seen before a press visit, as researchers work to monitor and prevent the spread of avian influenza, including the H7N9 bird flu virus, in Paris, France, on Monday. (Photo: Reuters)



"A bird flu pandemic would probably be quite severe, potentially even more severe than the pandemic we experienced," she said in her Paris laboratory.

There have been many cases of people infected by H5 bird flu viruses in the past, including the H5N1 currently circulating among poultry and dairy cows in the United States, but these were often in close contact with infected animals. A first ever human case of H5N5 appeared in the US state of Washington this month. The man, who had underlying conditions, died last week.

In its latest report on bird flu, the Who said there had been nearly 1,000 outbreaks in humans between 2003 and 2025 - mainly in Egypt, Indonesia and Vietnam, of which 48% had died.

Human pandemic risk still low

However, the risk of a human pandemic developing remains low, Gregorio Torres, head of the Science Department at the World Organisation for Animal Health, told Reuters.

"We need to be prepared to respond early enough. But for the time being, you can happily walk in the forest, eat chicken and eggs and enjoy your life. The pandemic risk is a possibility. But in terms of probability, it's still very low," he said.

Rameix-Welti also said that if bird flu was to mutate to be able to be transmitted between humans, the world was better prepared than it was before the Covid-19 pandemic.

"The positive point with flu, compared to Covid, is we have specific preventative measures in place. We have vaccine candidates ready and know how to manufacture a vaccine quickly," she said.

"We also have stocks of specific antivirals, that, in principle, would be effective against this avian influenza virus," she added.

[image: A villager works at a duck farm on the outskirts of Nanning, Guangxi autonomous region, China, on Feb 12, 2004. (File photo: Reuters)]
A villager works at a duck farm on the outskirts of Nanning, Guangxi autonomous region, China, on Feb 12, 2004. (File photo: Reuters)
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									The rise of the matcha bro: Bangkok's soft masculinity moment

									
								

									There's a running joke that you can now identify a certain type of Bangkok man by three items: a tote bag, a matcha, and a relaxed-fit pair of trousers. It's a meme, but like most memes, it's funny because it's true. Something about the city's male energy has softened - not in a humiliating way, but in a way that feels intentional, self-aware, and a little bit charming.
									Soft masculinity has become the unofficial uniform of Bangkok's younger men, but what's interesting is how it spread, not through reports or celebrity endorsements, but through silent discoveries and internet browsing. One guy tries a new silhouette. Another swaps his backpack for a tote. Someone posts a story of his morning matcha at 9 AM on a Wednesday, and suddenly, half the group chat is drinking the same thing. It's collective evolution via algorithm.

But beneath the humour, something genuine is happening. Bangkok's soft masculinity isn't about rejecting traditional manhood - it's about trying on new ways of being without fear of looking silly. Men are experimenting with fashion the same way they experiment with hobbies: quietly, openly, and with an online audience who reacts with encouragement rather than judgment, regardless of whether your niche is matcha or martial arts.

You can see this in the shift in confidence around clothing. Ten years ago, most men stuck to the same shirts, the same trainers, the same haircut. Now they're willing to try drapier fabrics, tucked tees, wide-leg pants, tiny silver rings, and loafers with no socks. Not because they're chasing aesthetics, but because the environment around them has changed. Bangkok feels more design-conscious, more visually literate, and more comfortable with people expressing themselves. Soft masculinity simply grew in that atmosphere like a plant placed next to a sunny window.

Matcha culture is the prime example of this - a gentle stereotype that men themselves lean into. Order a matcha at a cafe and someone might make a coy joke about the 'chaiy clean' or 'clean boy' aesthetic, but there's no sting, and the same quip may find its way onto the internet a week later to be shared to countless others. The tote bag discourse works the same way. The internet has turned tote-carrying men into a lighthearted archetype - the guy with books he hasn't finished, a nearly folded jacket, and a mysterious ability to make cotton canvas look poetic. It's obviously exaggerated, but it also signals a real shift: men embracing function and 'softer' silhouettes without fearing if it's a choice they're allowed to make. 

Such micro-shifts aren't trivial. They show men becoming more open to experimentation and subtle self-care. The city seems to also be shaping them in return. Bangkok can be visually loud, but at its core, it's emotionally soft. It has always been able to accept people as they are, and rewards people who can balance multitudes - who carry themselves lightly through our city's crowded streets. Soft masculinity fits that rhythm. 

What makes this moment interesting is how little resistance there is. The softness is nto seen as a threat or statement; it simply exists. Men joke about it, participate in it, remix it. They send each other 'chaiy minimal' memes, rate each other's outfits in groupchats, and tease each other for buying scented candles before asking where to get the same ones. Softness becomes a shared language, not a private insecurity.

Perhaps that's the real shift. Soft masculinity in Bangkok isn't about the 'erosion' of masculinity. It's about widening the range of what masculinity can hold - humour, gentleness, texture, taste, care. It's about men not taking themselves too seriously while still taking themselves seriously enough to choose things that bring ease. Today, men have a new way of moving through Bangkok with a bit more lightness - tote bag in hand, matcha in the other.
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                                Despite macroeconomic headwinds, weak domestic consumption and rising household debt, Thailand's digital economy remains resilient.
Gross merchandise value (GMV) is projected to reach US$56 billion this year, powered by e-commerce and the rapid rise of video commerce, according to the 10th edition of the annual e-Conomy SEA report issued by Google, Temasek, and Bain & Company.

Thailand retained its position as Southeast Asia's No.2 digital economy, projected to be worth between $90-$160 billion by 2030.

Thailand is the fastest-growing e-commerce and second-largest video commerce market in Southeast Asia, noted the report.

This success is largely driven by Thai consumers' digital-first lifestyles which is translating directly to other sectors.

The country's e-commerce sector is experiencing the region's fastest expansion, set to hit $33 billion in 2025 thanks to the flourishing video commerce landscape.

The number of video sellers surged by 175% year-over-year to 850,000, making Thailand home to the region's largest and fastest-growing population of video commerce sellers. 

Thailand's e-commerce GMV is expected to reach $59 billion by 2030.

The market is consolidating as large players scale and video commerce contributes more to GMV, while the influence of artificial intelligence (AI) on convergence grows.

With a transaction volume of 1.3 billion, Thailand is now the second-largest video commerce market in the region.

This growth is led by high-engagement categories such as fashion and accessories as well as beauty and personal care, which account for an equal 21% share, respectively, of the sector's GMV.

This shift is fundamentally reshaping consumer behaviour and creating significant new opportunities for the whole ecosystem including sellers, platforms and even brands in terms of new avenues for reach and engagement. 

The average order value generated by video commerce in Thailand is $7-$9 per order.

Online media, including video-on-demand, music-on-demand, gaming and ads, has shown consistent growth, propelled by ads from the expansion of retail media networks, and deeper penetration of video commerce.

As an influential regional hub, Bangkok continues to be a critical centre for music consumption and frequently drives global trends with T-Pop.

The online transport and food delivery sector remains a steady contributor to growth. It is expected to grow 15% year-on-year to $5 billion in 2025 from $3 billion in 2023 and is expected to reach $9 billion by 2030. 

Following a period of intense competition and market consolidation with the exit of a major player, the remaining platforms are now focused on achieving profitability by building more sustainable business models. 

Willy Chang, a partner of Bain & Company, said Thailand's online travel sector is projected to grow by 6% to reach a GMV of $11 billion in 2025 and $17 billion in 2030. It remains one of the largest in the region, despite the country's delayed tourism recovery. 

Policy support to attract high-value travellers and diversify beyond the Chinese market, including the expansion of visa-free entry to 93 countries, allowing 60-day stays to target high-growth markets, has also directly stimulated this growth. 

Furthermore, Thailand is solidifying its status as a global wellness hub by promoting world-class medical services and leveraging cultural exports, he added. 

Continued momentum

Mr Chang said the rapid ascent of Thailand's digital financial services continued, fuelled by digital wealth, which is projected to achieve 29% growth to reach $25 billion in assets under management in 2025.

Digital lending is poised to reach $17 billion in loan book balance in 2025, representing a 21% growth rate. 

When it comes to digital payments, the gross transaction value is expected to reach $163 billion in 2025, an increase of 11% year-on-year.

The landscape is set for further transformation with licences approved for three digital banks that are expected to launch by 2026.

Rafael Scislowski, country manager of Google Thailand, said AI is a nascent bright spot for Thailand.

Thailand gains private funding in AI worth $73 million by AI-related startups. The country has gained a 3% share of AI investment in Asean.

Government initiatives to upskill students and workers in partnership with tech companies are matched by a rush to upskill, evidenced by a 3.3 times increase in generative AI course enrollments among Thais.

Thailand is demonstrating a high degree of AI user readiness with 76% of Thais interacting with AI tools every day, while 56% engage in conversations with AI chatbots. 

The desire for AI-driven transformation is clear: a significant portion of users (79%) are already engaging with AI learning and upskilling. 

On the primary motivation for adopting AI, saving time on research and comparisons (45%), enhanced security (35%) and the availability of 24/7 customer support  (33%) are cited as key motivators. 

Apps featuring AI functionalities have seen a sharp revenue growth of 79% between the first half of 2024 and first half of 2025. 

"Thailand has already proven its strength as the region's e-commerce and video commerce engine, and now it's laying the groundwork for the next decade," Mr Scislowski added.

The government's efforts nationwide to upskill workers in digital and AI competencies, combined with the rapid adoption of AI across sectors, demonstrate that Thailand is strongly positioned to play a leading role in Southeast Asia's AI-powered future, he said.
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                Ex-PM Paetongtarn expresses gratitude for special close-contact family day visit
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                                Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra was visited by his three children and their families at Klongprem Central Prison in Bangkok on Thursday, in a rare close-contact session arranged as part of New Year celebrations.
Thaksin's youngest daughter Paetongtarn later posted a family picture taken at the event and expressed gratitude to prison authorities.

The visit was the 20th time Thaksin's family has been allowed to meet him since he was sent to jail on Sept 9.

Prison authorities nationwide have designated this period as a special close-contact visitation window for the New Year festival, allowing families to sit together, eat together and interact without glass partitions or telephone communication.

Ms Paetongtarn, also a former prime minister, was accompanied by her husband Pidok Sooksawas, sister Pintongta Shinawatra Kunakornwong, brother Panthongtae Shinawatra and his wife, Natthiya Puangkham. Thaksin's lawyer, Winyat Chatmontree, was also present.

A mini-market was set up where visitors could buy food and crafts made by inmates. "For a moment, I felt like I had gone back to being Ms Paetongtarn, walking and holding my father's hand with my siblings, walking in the market like when we were young," she wrote.

"For almost two hours it felt like we were really back together.

"To those who are concerned about dad, he is doing well, aware of your love and care, and sends his regards to everyone," she added.

When reporters asked Ms Paetongtarn about her father's views on the current flood situation in southern Thailand, she replied briefly, "Yes, he's concerned."

The Supreme Court on Sept 9 sentenced Thaksin to one year in prison, after determining that his six-month stay in a VIP room at Police General Hospital was deemed improper.

Thaksin, 76, returned to Thailand in August 2023 and was sentenced to eight years in prison -- later reduced to one year by a royal pardon -- for conflict of interest and abuse of authority while serving as prime minister from 2001-06.

						

							
						


(Video: Pheu Thai Family Facebook)
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                  Thai rubber industry could see B4.5 billion in flood losses                

                About 160,000 farmers affected by water inundating 4.1 million rai
              

                                Severe floods in southern Thailand could cut rubber production in the world's largest producer by as much as 90,000 tonnes, worth 4.5 billion baht ($140 million), the Rubber Authority of Thailand said on Thursday.
Floodwaters have inundated 4.1 million rai (656,000 hectares) of planting areas, affecting more than 160,000 farmers, chairman Perk Lertwangpong told Reuters.

An estimated 40,000 tonnes of rubber production has already been lost in nine provinces, Mr Perk said.

"By the time the floodwaters recede and production can resume, the loss could potentially double," he said, adding it could reach as high as 90,000 tonnes.

"Some areas have been hit very hard."

The period from mid-September to mid-January is traditionally the peak season for global natural rubber production. Thailand produced about 4.8 million tonnes in the 2024-25 season, according to preliminary estimates.

Supply concerns pushed up Japanese rubber futures prices on Thursday.

In 2023, more than half of Thailand's rubber cultivation area of 24 million rai was located in the South, including the hardest-hit province of Songkhla, according to Krungsri Research.

The overall economic impact of the floods is estimated at 25 billion baht so far, said Burin Adulwattana, managing director of Kasikorn Research Center. He added that if factories were unable to operate and money was not circulating, the impact could be even bigger.

The integrated rubber producer Sri Trang Agro-Industry said on Tuesday that its manufacturing facilities in the flooded areas had been affected.

Its Sri Trang Gloves unit, a major rubber glove producer, said production had been suspended because staff were unable to get to work and water had overflowed into some operational areas.

In 2024, after southern Thailand and neighbouring Malaysia were hit by floods, Thai rubber output dropped by 3% to 5 million tonnes, with 3.86 million tonnes exported, according to the rubber authority.
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                  Hong Kong high-rise fire death toll rises to 55, about 200 unaccounted for                

                Three men arrested on suspicion of manslaughter
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                                HONG KONG -- The death toll from a massive fire in a high-rise residential complex in Hong Kong has risen to 55, with about 70 people hospitalised and some 200 still unaccounted for more than a day later, local authorities said Thursday.
Three men have been arrested on suspicion of manslaughter in connection with the fire that broke out in the northern Tai Po district on Wednesday afternoon. The blaze rapidly enveloped seven of the eight towers in the Wang Fuk Court housing complex.

The fire was reportedly the deadliest in Hong Kong since its 1997 handover to Chinese rule. A firefighter was among the dead, according to the local fire services department.

On Thursday afternoon, officials said flames at four of the towers had been extinguished, while the blaze in the remaining three had been brought under control.

The complex, which stands more than 30 stories tall and reportedly houses about 2,000 apartments and 4,000 people, was covered in bamboo scaffolding and green protective mesh for an ongoing refurbishment of its exterior walls.

The cause of the fire is yet to be determined, but Hong Kong's fire department alleges that the mesh sheeting and foam board used for the refurbishment may have helped the fire to spread amid strong winds.

[image: People watch a massive fire that broke out Wednesday at a high-rise residential complex in northern Hong Kong. (Photo: Kyodo)]
People watch a massive fire that broke out Wednesday at a high-rise residential complex in northern Hong Kong. (Photo: Kyodo)



Bamboo scaffolding is common in Hong Kong and seen as characteristic of the city's development. However, after a small fire earlier this year, officials said they would begin phasing it out for safety reasons.

Hong Kong police on Thursday morning raided the office of the company undertaking the refurbishment project, suspecting that "serious negligence" allowed the fire to spread uncontrollably. The three men arrested are directors of the firm and a consultant.

The city's Independent Commission Against Corruption said it will investigate possible corruption concerning the refurbishment project.

In Tokyo, Chief Cabinet Secretary Minoru Kihara expressed his "heartfelt condolences" to the victims of the fire and their families.

						

							
						


A 71-year-old resident of the residential complex surnamed Kan said she immediately left her home after hearing news about the fire.

"I couldn't sleep, and I have no medication," said Kan, who lives on the 29th floor of one of the scorched buildings and has Parkinson's disease. "As I went downstairs, the two buildings adjacent to mine were already on fire and full of smoke."

"I was so scared. I had nothing with me, not even my ID card. But I dare not go back to my house, since I fear I might not be able to come back down," she said.

[image: Firefighters carry a person rescued from a high-rise residential complex in northern Hong Kong to an ambulance on Thursday, a day after a massive fire broke out at the complex. (Photo: Kyodo)]
Firefighters carry a person rescued from a high-rise residential complex in northern Hong Kong to an ambulance on Thursday, a day after a massive fire broke out at the complex. (Photo: Kyodo)



Another resident, surnamed Yip, 60, was at work when the fire broke out and did not return to the neighbourhood with his wife until Thursday morning.

"Two of my neighbours have yet to be evacuated," said Yip, who has lived in the neighbourhood for more than a decade.

"I am most worried about my friends, whom I have known for more than 10 years. Some of them still can't be reached, but I can't do anything," he said.
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                  Field hospitals established for patients from flooded Hatyai Hospital                

                Sky Doctor team from Chiang Mai pitches in with patient transport expertise
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                                SONGKHLA - Public health officials are building eight field hospitals in this southern border province to assist patients from the heavily flooded Hatyai Hospital.
Dr Wiroj Yommuang, director of Hatyai Hospital, said on Thursday that the field hospitals are being set up by staff from the Department of Medical Science and hospitals in Nakhon Si Thammarat, Surat Thani, Trang, Phatthalung, Yala, Narathiwat and Songkhla.

The new facilities will operate until the rehabilitation of Hatyai Hospital is complete, which will take about three to five days, he said.

On Thursday, about 20 patients on respirators were transferred by helicopter from Hatyai Hospital to Songklanagarind Hospital, with around 500 patients still at Hatyai.

Existing supplies, including oxygen tanks, are sufficient to care for patients at Hatyai Hospital for 48 hours.

As of Wednesday night, Hatyai Hospital was experiencing at least two metres of floodwater and was inaccessible by car or boat. (Story continues below)

[image: Six members of the Sky Doctor team from Nakornping Hospital in Chiang Mai prepare to board a flight to Hat Yai on Thursday to support rescue operations and patient transport. (Photo: Panumet Tanraksa)]
Six members of the Sky Doctor team from Nakornping Hospital in Chiang Mai prepare to board a flight to Hat Yai on Thursday to support rescue operations and patient transport. (Photo: Panumet Tanraksa)



Chiang Mai 'Sky Doctors' head South

In a related development, an emergency air medical unit from Nakornping Hospital in Chiang Mai flew to the South to assist with rescue operations and transport patients stranded by severe flooding in Hat Yai and nearby areas.

The Sky Doctor team, equipped with advanced life-support equipment for air evacuations, boarded an AirAsa flight at Chiang Mai airport.

The airline sponsored transport for the medical team and delivered relief supplies for affected communities. The Sky Doctor team is led by Dr Kanaporn Khunpradit, accompanied by five specialists.

Dr Prasan Piam-anan, assistant director at Nakornping Hospital, said the southern flood situation remained critical, particularly for severely ill patients unable to be evacuated by conventional means.

He said specialised expertise and equipment were required for critical care transfers, especially air evacuations.

The Sky Doctor team had extensive experience in both air and water medical rescue operations, and was capable of performing high-risk patient transfers under emergency conditions, said Dr Prasarn.


	Related: Aid for flood-hit foreigners stepped up
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                  Jakarta dog meat ban sparks debate                

                'God created it to be eaten,' says one diner in defence of tradition
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                                JAKARTA - Sitting at an empty stall in Jakarta, Alfindo Hutagaol gobbles down some rice, green sambal and grilled dog meat -- a meal that is now banned in the Indonesian capital.
The Muslim-majority archipelago is one of a handful of countries that still permit the sale of dog and cat meat, but a campaign against the practice has been gaining ground in recent years.

While Muslims do not eat dog meat, it is popular in some of Indonesia's other communities.

This week, Jakarta's authorities announced a ban in the capital on trade for the consumption of rabies-transmitting animals, including cats and dogs.

The prohibition, with a six-month grace period before enforcement begins, was hailed by animals rights groups who have long lobbied against the trade.

But for Alfindo, who spoke to AFP before the ban was announced, "there should be no such prohibition."

"God created it to be eaten. Don't only look for the negative side, but also look for its benefits too," the 36-year-old told AFP.

Dog and cat meat are not widely consumed in Indonesia, but in some communities canine meat is considered a home remedy for dengue fever.

The trade "can't be eliminated suddenly", said another consumer, 43-year-old Sunggul Sagala, who described dog meat consumption as a "tradition" for some communities.

The announcement on Tuesday by Jakarta's governor covers trade for consumption of all rabies-transmitting animals, including bats, monkeys and civets.

"This is a real example and real commitment from the Jakarta government as a global city that also advances animal welfare," said Merry Ferdinandez of the Dog Meat Free Indonesia (DMFI) coalition that lobbied for the ban.

The move does not extend to other regions where consumption remains popular, but might "encourage" similar moves, she said.

A poll commissioned by DMFI in 2021 found that 93% of Indonesians rejected the dog meat trade and wanted it banned.

Yet a DMFI study the following year estimated 9,500 dogs, mostly wild animals caught on the streets, were brought into Jakarta for consumption that year, mostly from West Java, where rabies is endemic.

Nationwide figures for dog and cat meat consumption are not available.

Rabies-free

Jakarta has been officially rabies-free since 2004 -- one of 11 Indonesian provinces with that status -- and the ban was "one of the efforts" to maintain that, said the capital's food resiliency, maritime and agriculture agency head Hasudungan Sidabalok.

While it is no longer common to see dog meat sold openly either at markets or restaurants, he said 19 restaurants still serve the dish and at least two slaughterhouses are operating, expressing hope the new regulation would "minimise" such practices.

"It's not an easy step because it is a habit or perhaps a culture for certain communities, which we hope can change," he told AFP.

"The act of slaughtering or consuming dog meat... is still risky as it can transmit rabies to the slaughterers or consumers."

Jakarta's government will publicise the ban during the six-month grace period, after which violators face sanctions ranging from written warnings to revocation of business licenses.

Hasudungan said the government is preparing rules to detail further enforcement and sanctions against violators.

Like 'drugs'

Indonesian laws on food and animal husbandry do not explicitly ban the consumption of canine and feline meat, but a 2018 directive issued by the agriculture ministry stated that dog meat is not categorised as food.

Some regions have already imposed their own bans, leading to arrests of traders.

In the Central Javan city of Semarang, which banned the trade in 2022, authorities last year intercepted a truck carrying more than 200 dogs bound for a slaughterhouse, and arrested five people.

In Jakarta, increased oversight by authorities has already effectively forced the trade underground.

Restaurants that once openly advertised dog meat dishes no longer do so, nor will owners speak to outsiders about the trade. Meat is also no longer sold openly in markets.

The taboo around the trade means only trusted customers can buy it and the meat is now more expensive than beef, said Sunggul.

Even before the ban, "the fact is that... purchasing dog meat is like looking for drugs," he said.

There have been no explicit plans for how to deal with animals that may no longer have buyers. A similar ban on dog meat in South Korea has caused problems for traders left with animals that can no longer be sold and are not easy to rehome.

And Alfindo argues dog meat fans might even be forced to prey on Jakarta's stray dog population if the ban is enforced.

"The government should rethink the policy," he said, after finishing his dish.
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                                Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra was visited by his three children and their families at Klongprem Central Prison in Bangkok on Thursday, in a rare close-contact session arranged as part of New Year celebrations.
Thaksin's youngest daughter Paetongtarn later posted a family picture taken at the event and expressed gratitude to prison authorities.

The visit was the 20th time Thaksin's family has been allowed to meet him since he was sent to jail on Sept 9.

Prison authorities nationwide have designated this period as a special close-contact visitation window for the New Year festival, allowing families to sit together, eat together and interact without glass partitions or telephone communication.

Ms Paetongtarn, also a former prime minister, was accompanied by her husband Pidok Sooksawas, sister Pintongta Shinawatra Kunakornwong, brother Panthongtae Shinawatra and his wife, Natthiya Puangkham. Thaksin's lawyer, Winyat Chatmontree, was also present.

A mini-market was set up where visitors could buy food and crafts made by inmates. "For a moment, I felt like I had gone back to being Ms Paetongtarn, walking and holding my father's hand with my siblings, walking in the market like when we were young," she wrote.

"For almost two hours it felt like we were really back together.

"To those who are concerned about dad, he is doing well, aware of your love and care, and sends his regards to everyone," she added.

When reporters asked Ms Paetongtarn about her father's views on the current flood situation in southern Thailand, she replied briefly, "Yes, he's concerned."

The Supreme Court on Sept 9 sentenced Thaksin to one year in prison, after determining that his six-month stay in a VIP room at Police General Hospital was deemed improper.

Thaksin, 76, returned to Thailand in August 2023 and was sentenced to eight years in prison -- later reduced to one year by a royal pardon -- for conflict of interest and abuse of authority while serving as prime minister from 2001-06.

						

							
						


(Video: Pheu Thai Family Facebook)
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                  Drones expected to speed Thai flood relief                

                Water receding in parts of South as death toll reaches 55, government says
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                                HAT YAI - Flood rescue teams in Thailand readied drones to deliver aid on Thursday and helicopters dropped supplies to people marooned on rooftops as waters receded, raising hope for more ground evacuations.
"It's a race against time," government spokesperson Siripong Angkasakulkiat said, adding that the confirmed death toll from the floods across nine provinces had risen to 55.

Rescue teams were preparing to use drones to deliver food parcels, relying on satellite internet in the face of telecoms outages.

"We have to help them out," he added, saying that authorities expected to rescue even more people on Thursday.

Severe floods after a week of heavy rain have left tens of thousands huddling in evacuation centres, some after being cut off for days by waters as much as 2 metres high.

The receding floodwaters are allowing disaster teams in Thailand and Malaysia, where two deaths have been reported, to boost aid deliveries and efforts to move people out of waterlogged homes.

In Indonesia, meanwhile, a rare cyclone has struck the island of Sumatra, where dozens have died from floods and landslides.

Military reinforcements arrive

Army engineering corps with specialist vehicles and 2,000 members of the civil defence corps arrived on Thursday in Hat Yai, the worst-affected Thai city, where helicopters were delivering food to hospitals and victims remained stuck on rooftops.

The floods have affected nearly 3 million in nine southern Thai provinces, authorities said, with 3,000 moved to safety from Hat Yai, including some critically ill airlifted on Wednesday from a swamped hospital.

Thailand pushed relief efforts into higher gear when the military drafted in at least 20 helicopters, planes and convoys of trucks to deliver food, medicine and small boats on Wednesday, and made a public appeal for more boats and jet skis.

The country's only aircraft carrier, HTMS Chakri Naruebet, is also providing air support, food and medicines. (Story continues below)

[image: The Royal Thai Navy's HTMS Chakri Naruebet has begun flood-relief operations after anchoring off Songkhla on Wednesday. Its onboard kitchen prepared 3,000 cooked meals and drinking water, which were then airlifted by Navy helicopters to residents in hard-to-reach flood-affected areas. (Photo: Thai Government Public Relations Department)]
The Royal Thai Navy's HTMS Chakri Naruebet has begun flood-relief operations after anchoring off Songkhla on Wednesday. Its onboard kitchen prepared 3,000 cooked meals and drinking water, which were then airlifted by Navy helicopters to residents in hard-to-reach flood-affected areas. (Photo: Thai Government Public Relations Department)



Devastation in Indonesia

On Sumatra, an Indonesian island of 60 million people, a tropical cyclone unleashed floods and landslides that have killed at least 46 people, with 10 missing. Power outages and damaged bridges and homes hampered rescue efforts, the disaster agency said.

Kompas TV showed images of earth sliding down a hillside to pile up in front of homes, while gushing waters higher than 1 metre (3.5 feet) swept along debris and the branches of trees.

People were carried out of their homes through fast-flowing water and helped onto orange rubber boats in the teeming rain, video from the search and rescue agency showed.

Meteorologists say current extremes of weather in Southeast Asia could stem from the interaction of two active systems, Typhoon Koto in the Philippines and the unusual formation of Cyclone Senyar in the Malacca Strait.

Global warming can bring more frequent extreme events as higher sea surface temperatures supercharge tropical storms.

The most recent floods follow a series of deadly typhoons and heavy monsoon rains that have lashed the Philippines and Vietnam and swelled floods elsewhere. (Story continues below)

[image: People inside a temporary shelter set up at Prince of Songkla University in Hat Yai after being evacuated from flooded areas in Hat Yai on Wednesday night. (Photo: Reuters)]
People inside a temporary shelter set up at Prince of Songkla University in Hat Yai after being evacuated from flooded areas in Hat Yai on Wednesday night. (Photo: Reuters)



Tropical storm warning

Waters were receding in Malaysia, where floods have hit seven states, but authorities issued new warnings on Thursday of a tropical storm until the weekend, with strong winds, rough seas and heavy, continuous rain that could affect seven states.

Malaysia has moved more than 34,000 people to evacuation centres and authorities said about 500 nationals were still stranded in Hat Yai.

Container lorries were used to bring home some Malaysians from Thailand, the foreign minister said, as smaller vehicles were unable to traverse the floodwaters.

In the smallest state of Perlis, Gon Qasim said rising waters trapped her in her home in the middle of a paddy field. "The water was like the ocean," the 73-year-old evacuee said.

In Thailand, police said they were assisting 1,000 stranded foreigners, among them Malaysians and Singaporeans, moving them to shelters at Prince of Songkla University.

At an indoor basketball arena that has been turned into an evacuation centre, a tearful Kritchawat Sothiananthakul, 70, described the inexorable rise of waters in his Hat Yai home, as he waited with his dog to be rescued.

"We had to climb down from the roof, get into the boat," he said, stroking the animal while sitting on a mat in a makeshift evacuation centre in a sports hall.

"I needed to carry it and then get onto a truck ... We had to leave everything because everything was submerged."
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                  Floodwater receding in three southern provinces                

                Some Hat Yai residents able to leave homes as water levels decline to shin-deep
              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: Roads have started to open up as floodwaters recede in Hat Yai on Thursday. (Photo: Army Military Force)]
                      
                                              
                          Roads have started to open up as floodwaters recede in Hat Yai on Thursday. (Photo: Army Military Force)                        

                                          

                  

                                Flooding persisted in nine southern provinces on Thursday, with water reported to be receding in three provinces, including hard-hit Songkhla.
The Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation reported on Thursday morning that floodwater was receding in Surat Thani, Phatthalung and Songkhla but still rising in Nakhon Si Thammarat, Trang, Satun, Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat.

On Wednesday, only Surat Thani reported declining water levels.

Three days of torrential rain starting last week dumped record volumes on Hat Yai in Songkhla, the South's commercial hub, flooding hospitals and stranding thousands of people on rooftops.

The downpours from Nov 19-21 dumped 630 millimetres of rain on the city of 400,000, higher than a previous peak of 428mm in 2010, according to the Geo-Informatics and Space Technology Development Agency.

The weather system has now moved away towards the Strait of Malacca and intensified into a tropical cyclone that crossed Sumatra island in Indonesia, where flooding and landslides have killed at least 28 people.

As of Wednesday, 33 flood-related deaths had been reported across seven southern Thai provinces, government spokesperson Siripong Angkasakulkiat said. "Causes of death include being swept away by currents, drowning, electrocution and landslides," he said.

Hat Yai residents on Thursday morning waded through shin-deep water to seek food. Many of them said they had not eaten for days as they could not leave their homes.

Paitoon Kengkarnchang, deputy secretary-general of the Office of National Water Resources, said the level of Khlong U-Tapao was 19-27cm above its banks in Hat Yai.

The Office earlier expressed confidence that the water level in the main canal running through Hat Yai would drop below its banks on Thursday.

Deputy Interior Minister Sakda Vicheansil said the government was sending pumps from other regions to the South to speed up drainage. The Royal Irrigation Department said that rain and tides were decreasing in the South and flooding should end soon unless there was heavy rain. (Story continues below)

[image: A man stands in front of his partially submerged home next to a car that was swept away by floods, on a street in Hat Yai on Wednesday. (Photo: Reuters)]
A man stands in front of his partially submerged home next to a car that was swept away by floods, on a street in Hat Yai on Wednesday. (Photo: Reuters)



The latest updates on Thursday showed flooding was continuing in the following districts of nine southern provinces:


	Surat Thani: Tha Chang, Kanchanadit, Khian Sa, Phrasaeng, Muang, Wiang Sa and Ban Na San

	Nakhon Si Thammarat: Cha-uat, Muang, Tha Sala, Phrommakhiri, Ron Phibun, Na Bon, Sichon, Chawang, Thung Song, Chalerm Prakiat, Hua Sai, Lan Saka, Bang Khan, Phra Phrom, Chang Klang, Pak Phanang, Chulabhorn, Nop Phi Tam, Thung Yai, Phipun, Chian Yai and Tham Phannara

	Trang: Na Yong, Huai Yot, Ratsada, Yan Ta Khao, Wang Wiset, Kantang, Muang, Sikao and Palian

	Phatthalung: Muang, Khuan Khanun, Kong Ra, Khao Chaison, Sri Nakarin, Bang Kaew, Pa Bon, Pak Phayun, Sri Banphot, Pa Phayom and Tamot

	Satun: Khuan Don, Langu, Tha Phae, Manang, Khuan Ka Long, Muang and Thung Wa

	Songkhla: Rattaphum, Muang, Chana, Khlong Hoi Khong, Ranot, Krasae Sin, Sathing Phra, Hat Yai, Khuan Niang, Na Thawi, Singha Nakhon, Na Mom, Bang Klam, Sadao, Thepha and Saba Yoi

	Pattani: Sai Buri, Mae Lan, Khok Pho, Mayo, Yarang, Mai Kaen, Yaring, Panare, Thung Yang Daeng, Kapho, Nong Chik and Muang

	Yala: Muang, Raman, Betong, Bannang Sata, Than To, Krong Pinang, Yaha and Kabang

	Narathiwat: Bacho, Yi-ngo, Muang, Rangae, Tak Bai, Sungai Padi, Sri Sakhon, Rueso, Sungai Kolok, Cho Airong, Sukhirin, Chanae and Waeng.



Meanwhile, in the North, flooding caused by overflowing waterways was declining in:


	Phitsanulok: Bang Rakam district

	Nakhon Sawan: Chumsaeng, Muang, Phayuha Khiri and Krok Phra.



In the Central Plains the inundation continued in:


	Uthai Thani: Muang district

	Chai Nat: Wat Sing, Manorom, Muang, Sapphaya and Sankhaburi

	Sing Buri: In Buri, Phrom Buri and Muang

	Ang Thong: Pa Mok, Wiset Chai Chan, Chai Yo and Muang

	Suphan Buri: Muang, Bang Pla Ma, Song Phi Nong, U Thong, Sri Prachan, Don Chedi and Doembang Nangbuat

	Ayutthaya: Sena, Phak Hai, Bang Ban, Bang Sai, Bang Pa-in, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, Bang Pahan, Bang Sa-ai, Ban Phraek, Maha Rat, Lat Bua Luang, Nakhon Luang and Wang Noi

	Pathum Thani: Sam Khok and Muang

	Nonthaburi: Muang, Pak Kret, Bang Kruai and Bang Bua Thong

	Nakhon Pathom: Bang Len, Sam Phran, Nakhon Chaisi, Kamphaeng Saen, Muang, Don Tum and Buddha Monthon.



Flood levels were also falling in these provinces, authorities said.
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                  Fury and gunshots spook Hat Yai rescuers                

                Angry responses from residents slow delivery of flood aid near centre of stricken city
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                                SONGKHLA - Repeated gunshots in a flooded area near downtown Hat Yai have deterred rescue workers from saving people trapped for days by high water in this southern province.
Gunshots at rescue workers using jet skis to reach trapped residents were first reported on Tuesday night. On Wednesday, rescuers heard multiple gunshots and had to stop distributing food to stranded residents out of fear for their safety.

According to media reports, the hostile responses were witnessed in so-called Zone 8 near the centre of the South's largest city.

One video attracting a lot of views online features sounds of men and women screaming on Wednesday, "We can live on our own ... You don't need to come." They were responding to arriving rescue workers who were distributing food.

Well-known campaigner Guntouch Pongpaiboonwet, who has been working with rescuers in Hat Yai, said some people fired gunshots and he had no idea why they did it.

Pol Maj Theerasak Chaiyotha, the Songkhla police chief, has ordered investigations into four shooting incidents that had been reported to officers.

One case involved 23 gunshots and another about 10 shots, he said on Thursday.

An initial investigation found that some residents, already stressed by being stuck indoors, were upset by waves churned up by speeding jet skis striking the glass panes of their flooded houses, he said.

Helper from Korat discouraged

A rescue worker from the northeastern province of Nakhon Ratchasima said a resident of Bang Fab village in tambon Khuan Lang, near the Hat Yai airport, shot at him when he told the person that he had no food to hand out, and would have to go farther to help other ill victims.

The rescuer said the gunshot was not skyward and it was fortunate that it missed him. He said he was very discouraged after travelling 1,700 kilometres from Nakhon Ratchasima to help his fellow Thais.

Another rescue worker from the northern province of Chiang Mai said his team had to stop distributing food because there were about 20 gunshots fired at his team in Khuan Lang on Wednesday evening.

His team then sent in a drone to broadcast a message asking people there to stop shooting. On Wednesday night more shots were repeated.

Rescue workers said many stranded flood victims were starving but gunshots were blocking food distribution.

The Voice of Navy Facebook page said marines had arrived for rescue missions in Zone 8, where gunshots were heard.

						

							
						


Gunshots heard in Zone 8 of Hat Yai

						

							
						


A video shows angry people screaming and shouting at rescue workers, saying they didn't need help.
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                                Google Cloud has launched the PanyaThAI flagship transformation programme to fast-track Thailand's adoption of agentic artificial intelligence (AI) to drive the AI economy.
Research from Public First found that if local organisations more effectively apply AI, they could contribute an estimated 730 billion baht (US$21 billion) in economic value to Thailand by 2030.

The programme intends to lay a foundation for a robust AI-driven economy that strengthens the nation's global competitiveness.

"The AI opportunity is as big as it gets. Google wants to drive the AI economy in Thailand through infrastructure investment, training workers through its transformative programme," Annop Siritikul, country director of Thailand at Google Cloud, said at the launch event on Wednesday.

Last year, Google Cloud announced a $1 billion investment in its data centre and cloud region in Thailand to reduce latency and strengthen digital infrastructure in the country. More recently, it invested in the TalayLink subsea cable connecting Australia and Thailand, positioning the country as a rising AI hub in the region.

Alongside these infrastructure projects, the company has trained more than 50,000 people in AI skills, including offering 3,000 free online AI classes, underscoring its commitment to building Thailand's AI economy and workforce readiness.

The new programme is designed to empower Thai organisations to develop, adopt and scale up enterprise-grade agentic AI solutions, Mr Annop said.

The Public First research identified three barriers to taking full advantage of AI: ensuring AI solutions consistently produce factual and trustworthy responses; lack of AI-ready data sources; and a shortage of workers with the right data management and AI skills.

"Globally more than half of surveyed executives reported 6-10% revenue growth from putting enterprise AI solutions into the hands of their teams and the people they serve," he said.

"Their organisations are channelling at least half of their AI budgets towards a unified agentic platform that will serve as the core engine for redesigning operational processes and strengthening their market leadership."

More specifically, companies that embraced AI from Google Cloud have transcended "pilot purgatory", achieving an average return on investment (ROI) of 727% in three years, with a payback period of eight months. This reinforces the fact that not all AI technology providers and transformation approaches are equal, said Mr Annop.

Google Cloud consulting and implementation partners supporting PanyaThAI include Accenture, Deloitte, Digithun Worldwide, HoriXonT8, MFEC, NTT DATA, Skooldio, and Tridorian.

Through PanyaThAI, Google Cloud delivers a proven transformation blueprint, equipping organisations with full-stack AI services, free training, and ecosystem expertise.

The programme commences with 15 charter member organisations covering financial services, retail, education, manufacturing, media and entertainment, and real estate -- Bitazza, Chulalongkorn University, Dhipaya Group Holdings, Finnomena, Ocean Life Insurance, SE-Education (SE-ED), Shop Global E-Commerce Co Ltd, Siam Piwat, Sansiri, Skooldio, the Stock Exchange of Thailand, Thai Wacoal, Tisco Financial Group, Tops, and True Digital Group.

AI ADOPTION

SE-ED partnered with Digithun Worldwide to embed a generative AI-powered semantic search agent into its e-marketplace platform, transforming keyword search into an intelligent "AI librarian".

Users can now discover books and study materials through natural queries, boosting conversion rates from 12% to 27%.

Thai Wacoal, Thailand's leading apparel brand, is embedding a creative AI agent built with Google Cloud's generative media models to overcome the fashion industry's costly "photoshoot predicament".

This enables its merchandising team to generate photorealistic product images and 360 degree videos of every colour variation from a single base shoot.

Set to go live in the first quarter of 2026, the initiative will not only cut costs and speed time to market, but it will offer the opportunity for Thai Wacoal to shift to a high-mix, low-volume or made-to-order manufacturing model.

Apichart Arunkunarax, managing director and technology head at Accenture Thailand, said a company study found organisations can gain 3-77% productivity gains from AI.

To gain high productivity and ROI, entire process changes are needed, such as including the supply chain, rather than one specific business process, he said.

Ekaraj Panjavinin, chief digital officer at True Corporation, said True positions itself as a data-driven organisation, which means leveraging accurate information to act faster and win.

Siriwat Vongjarukorn, chief executive of MFEC, said organisations should be empowered to harness AI, rather than being driven by it.

"CEO commitment is a key success factor, just like the case of Tisco Financial Group which deploys AI coaches to enable staff to sell every portfolio effectively," he said.
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                                Phuket's high-end villa and condo markets remain robust, supported by steady demand from foreign buyers, particularly long-stay travellers and remote workers, despite a slowdown in tourism.
Prakaipeth Meechoosarn, head of Phuket property sales, advisory and transaction services at consultancy CBRE (Thailand), said the island's resort-home villa market continues to grow, with sales in 2024 rising by 23% from the previous year.

"Villa sales have grown consecutively over the past three years, indicating the post-2021 acceleration reflects Phuket's residential sector recovery and renewed investor confidence," she said.

According to CBRE research, annual villa sales in Phuket averaged at 147 units during 2017-19 and remained below 200 units a year until 2022, when the figure doubled to more than 300 units.

Last year, sales surged to 600 units -- four times higher than the pre-pandemic average. A cumulative sales rate of 75% between 2014 and 2024 also underscored strong demand and high absorption across the market.

"Villa supply in Phuket expanded steadily from 2017 to 2024, reflecting healthy market activity," she said. "The 2025 forecast shows the largest increase in new supply, signalling both confidence and expansion."

As of the first half of 2025, luxury villas priced above 90 million baht accounted for only 6.9% of the total villa market, but recorded a cumulative sales rate of 76%.

The most popular location was the southern east coast, which achieved the highest sales rate at 92.8%, while the central west coast posted a rate of 70.8%, according to CBRE.

Ms Prakaipeth said 68% of villa buyers purchased for investment, with the remainder buying for their own use. Foreign buyers accounted for 43%, led by those from the UK, Hong Kong and the US.

Torsak Jaichuen, chief executive of Phuket-based developer Garden Atlas Bayview Villa, said the company launched Garden Atlas Bayview, a 2-billion-baht villa project in Makham Bay near Cape Panwa, comprising 15 units priced at an average of 150 million baht.

"We chose this location for our US$5-million villas because it offers a peaceful, private coastline with limited land availability," he said. "It is also maritime-ready, with deep water and calm bay conditions suitable for yacht mooring."

HIGH-END DRIVER

Jason Thelen, senior director of sales and marketing at Princess Villa, a property developer, said high-end condo sales in the first five months of 2025 were robust, outperforming both last year and 2023, which was considered a "big year" for the Phuket property market.

"Things slowed down significantly in June due to the low season and possibly the Trump effect and broader global economic conditions," he said. "This June was the slowest June since before the pandemic."

However, sales have rebounded from August, with its low-rise condo Sudara Residences recording a sales rise from under 30% earlier this year to 50% as of November, Mr Thelen added.

"We have a diverse international buyer base. Most are expatriates from Hong Kong and Singapore, followed by American, Australian, Russian and Thai buyers. Interestingly, one-third of new sales since August have come from Polish buyers."

The project, a joint venture with Hong Kong's Lan Kwai Fong Group owned by Allan Zeman, will occupy a 9.3-rai site in the Bang Tao area.

It will feature 220 units ranging from 52 to 144 square metres, priced between 10 and 27 million baht.

"Buyers are becoming more sophisticated, with many now younger, starting from around 40 years old, including families," he said. "We are planning a second phase of Sudara on a 22.5-rai plot near the first phase to capitalise on strong demand."

He said relaxed regulations for international buyers and the appeal of tropical living have continued to drive foreign investment.

In 2024, foreigners accounted for 60% of condo sales and 30% of all property purchases, with many favouring hybrid investment or holiday-home models.

According to historical data from Phuket authorities, condo prices have steadily appreciated from 20,000 baht per sq m in 2000 to 110,000 baht last year.

Over the past decade, the island recorded an average annual capital gain of 6.4%.

Rental returns reached as high as 9-10% per year, supported by strong demand from health tourists, digital nomads, expatriate executives and professionals, as well as families and work-from-home residents.

Since the pandemic, real estate values in the Bang Tao area have significantly outperformed the island's average growth rate. This momentum is expected to continue due to rising demand and limited supply.

Yana Chuvalova, director of sales and marketing at Amal Group of Companies, developer of the luxury beachfront residential complex Gardens of Eden, said the firm launched phase three of the project early this week after achieving 82% sales in phase one and 62% in phase two.

"Demand for luxury condos remains strong, particularly among foreign buyers," she said. "Some 43% of our buyers are Russian-speaking nationals from Russia, Ukraine and Kazakhstan, followed by 12% from Singapore and 10% from Thailand."

Other buyers include 9% from India; 7% each from Sri Lanka and Italy; 4% from Hong Kong; 3% each from the UK and Germany; and 2% from the US.

The entire development spans 73 rai along Layan Beach, comprising 127 units in phase one, 455 units in phase two, 698 units in phase three and eight Etro-branded residence units.
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                                Floods in southern Thailand have caused significant disruptions across several sectors, with projected losses reaching up to 25 billion baht if the situation continues for a month.
Kasikorn Research Center (K-Research) estimates a month-long flood could result in a loss of 25 billion baht, attributed to disruptions of economic activities in the service sector, including hotels, restaurants, retail and transport, as well as in agricultural and food processing industries.

Thanavath Phonvichai, president of the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, estimates a loss of 1-1.5 billion baht per day due to flooding in economic and tourism areas across 10 southern provinces. If the floods persist for a month, he said the loss will reach 10-15 billion baht.

Songpon Changsirivathanathamrong, president of the Songkhla Chamber of Commerce, said flooding in Hat Yai district affected 80-90% of the area. The district's business sector is reliant on retail and wholesale trade, tourism, hotels and restaurants.

Songkhla has a total GDP of about 250 billion baht, with Hat Yai accounting for 40-50%, he said.

Most factories are located in Sadao and Singha Nakhon districts, along with some parts of Mueang district, where operations continue without reported machinery damage.

Salil Tohtubtiang, vice-chairman of the Thai chamber and chair of the Southern Regional Chamber of Commerce, said it is difficult to assess the economic damage from the floods because they are spreading beyond Hat Yai and Songkhla to Phatthalung, Satun, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Pattani and Yala.

The economic impact spans all sectors including agriculture, services, hotels and manufacturing. Some factories have suspended operations because workers cannot travel, and raw materials cannot be transported to factories.

Relief measures

Thaniwan Kulmongkol, president of the Thai Restaurant Association, said many restaurants in the South, especially in the city centre of Hat Yai, are submerged. Restoration is anticipated to take months, she said.

The flooding is occurring during the tourism high season, which could decrease confidence among travellers, taking time to regain their trust, said Mrs Thaniwan.

Kamol Meechaipattanakit, a member of the southern subcommittee of the Restaurant and Goods Product Association, told the Bangkok Post floods have severely affected its members as many are unable to operate their businesses.

He said the news has deterred some travellers from visiting southern Thailand, affecting destinations that are not inundated as consumers are hesitant to dine out.

Mr Kamol said the government must launch a relief package for both the public and business operators because their recovery is interconnected.

"The government should introduce soft loans for restaurant operators with relaxed terms, making them accessible for everyone," he said.

Mr Kamol urged the banking regulator and commercial banks to ease borrowing conditions for those affected by this disaster.

Mr Songpon said the immediate priority is to provide food to people stranded in flooded areas, utilising organised communication and resource allocation to enhance efficiency and mitigate redundancy.

Mr Salil said the restoration measures must include efficient management of waste and mud, which will be difficult to remove once dried. Authorities should also decide about special loans for property repair or debt payment extensions, he said.

In the long term, a comprehensive plan is needed as flooding is likely to happen again and relocating residents from these areas would be extremely challenging, said Mr Salil.

Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun said the Department of Internal Trade (DIT) rolled out four urgent measures to assist flood victims.

The DIT is coordinating with shelters to ensure adequate cooking supplies, and reached out to modern trade operators and the Layer Farmers Association to supply consumer goods to areas in need and experiencing transport obstacles.

The department is preparing to distribute survival kits to victims in areas where floodwaters are receding, aiming for a swift recovery. Another tactic is organising Blue Flag events, offering essential items at discounted prices to help reduce living costs.
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                                Pundits say the government must strike a fine balance between economic benefit and national sovereignty regarding the border dispute with Cambodia, as the prolonged conflict not only dampens prospects for Thailand's trade talks with the US, but also riles domestic political stability.
The US has pressured Thailand to recommit to a ceasefire with Cambodia, warning trade talks could be halted as Washington seeks to keep a Donald Trump-brokered truce agreement from falling apart.

The Anutin Charnvirakul government maintains trade talks with the US will continue, despite an earlier report the Trump administration halted negotiations due to Bangkok's suspension of its peace accord with Cambodia after armed clashes between both sides early this month.

Thitinan Pongsudhirak, senior fellow at Chulalongkorn University's Institute of Security and International Studies, said the abrogation of the peace accord could stifle the trade deal because it represents US leverage and Thailand's bargaining chip.

"It would not be surprising if the Trump administration pauses the Thai-US trade talks in the final stage. The trade deal was premised on the ceasefire just before Aug 1 after five days of military conflict," he told the Bangkok Post.

"We need to remember Trump staked his Nobel Peace Prize ambitions and peacemaking credibility on several truces. If the peace accord fails and makes Trump look bad, he is unlikely to stand by and do nothing."

An adverse reaction may be indirect, coming from the US Trade Representative or the Commerce Department to avoid straining Thai-US relations at the top level, said Mr Thitinan.

As a consequence, Thailand has to carefully weigh its geopolitical and economic interests as the US remains its biggest export market, he said.

"If Thailand responds to Cambodia after the latter's provocation, then the Thai government has to be crafty," said Mr Thitinan.

"It has to put down the Cambodian provocation without coming off as the aggressor through a combination of political and commercial manoeuvres, with a military response being the last resort."

For example, he said Thailand could impose economic sanctions such as keeping border crossings closed and reassuring Cambodian workers in Thailand they are safe and secure, while the government in Phnom Penh does not have jobs or livelihoods for them back home.

In addition, Thailand can invite Cambodian opposition politicians from exile to come speak in Bangkok, said Mr Thitinan.

"Attempting to find a new market to replace the US is short-sighted and ill-advised because doing so takes time. Without the US market, the Thai economy will suffer," he said.

"Policymakers need to think about that as they consider what to do with Cambodia."

Kasem Prunratanamala, head of research at CGS International, said renewed fighting between Thailand and Cambodia does not bode well for the economy or the stock market.

"It remains to be seen how the situation will pan out. In our view, it could increase political uncertainties in Thailand as the government has to strike a fine balance between economic benefit and national sovereignty," he said.

Although Thai exports to Cambodia were less than 3% of total exports in the first nine months of 2025, the nation enjoyed a US$5.6-billion trade surplus with Cambodia, the third-largest surplus during that period.

Thailand's trade surplus with Cambodia dropped to $1.2 billion in the third quarter, as the conflict escalated, from $1.8 and $2.6 billion in the first and second quarters, respectively, and from $1.9 billion a year earlier, according to Bank of Thailand data.
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                                Cambodia has officially withdrawn from eight of the 21 sports it had earlier confirmed to compete in at next month's Southeast Asian Games, including football, citing "significant security concerns."
The confirmation comes hot on the heels of Thailand's decision to relocate 10 sporting events of the Games from Songkhla to Bangkok and Chon Buri following severe flooding in the southern province.

Songkhla, one of three provinces originally designated to host the 2025 SEA Games, has been hit by some of the region's worst floods in years.

The Games are scheduled to officially begin on Dec 9, with Songkhla initially assigned to stage chess, kabaddi, men's football (Group B), judo, karate, wrestling, pencak silat, wushu, muay Thai and petanque.

In a letter signed by National Olympic Committee of Cambodia secretary-general Vath Chamrouen, Thai organisers were informed that the country was withdrawing from eight sports -- judo, karate, pencak silat, wrestling, wushu, petanque, football and sepak takraw.

"The adjustment has been made due to significant security concerns, which pose challenges to ensuring the safety and protection of our athletes and officials," the letter said.

However, the Cambodian NOC confirmed that the country will still compete in swimming, athletics, e-sports, fencing, gymnastics, jiu-jitsu, kickboxing, taekwondo, equestrian, jet ski, teqball, triathlon and volleyball.

State of emergency

The Thai government declared a state of emergency in Songkhla on Tuesday, with torrential rains since late last week inundating the city of Hat Yai and the southern region.

Chaiyapak Siriwat, the CEO of the SEA Games Federation (SEAGF), suggested that all events that are due to take place in the province should be moved to Bangkok, said Chalitrat Chandrubeksa, deputy secretary-general of the National Olympic Committee of Thailand (NOCT).

"An agreement has been reached after Chaiyapak had a meeting with representatives of 11 SEA Games member nations and Tourism and Sports minister Atthakorn Sirilattayakorn that all 10 sports, which were to take place in Songkhla, with a total of 109 gold medals on offer, should be moved to Bangkok," said Chalitrat.

"At the meeting, representatives from each country expressed concerns on several issues.

"In addition to whether the water would recede in time, each country was also concerned about the state of the competition venues in the wake of flooding.

"Some countries were concerned there might be a risk of an epidemic outbreak in the area, which could increase the risk for their athletes.

"Keeping all these concerns in mind, an agreement has been reached to move all sports to Bangkok."

The matter will be discussed at the SEA Games Committee meeting on Thursday and the outcome will be officially notified to the NOCT meeting on Friday.

Each of the 10 sport associations must now secure alternate venues in line with the existing programme.

Thailand, as the host country, will also have to consider how to compensate member nations, who have already booked flights and accommodation in Songkhla.

Discussions will be held to find a mutually beneficial solution for all parties involved, Chalitrat added.
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                  Panel wraps up review of charter bill                

                MPs brace for a lengthy debate
              

                                The parliamentary committee vetting the constitutional amendment bill has completed deliberations and is preparing to submit the document for the second-reading debate, at a special parliamentary session on Dec 10-11, the panel said on Wednesday.
If the allotted two days prove insufficient, Dec 12 -- the opening day of the new ordinary session -- will be used to continue deliberations, said Senator Norasate Prachyakorn and Phanida Mongkolsawat, a People's Party MP for Samut Prakan, who serve as the committee's spokespeople.

They jointly announced the progress of the charter-review process.

Mr Norasate said the committee had finished scrutiny of every section and would use its final meeting on Wednesday to revisit language details and invite proponents to clarify their amendment proposals. He said he hoped the panel would finalise the measure by the end of the day so it could be submitted to the House Speaker.

Ms Phanida said she expected the debate atmosphere to resemble previous constitutional deliberations -- long sittings from morning until late at night -- given the issue's significance and the need for detailed discussion of each section before entering the second reading.

On the referendum question that parliament must later approve, she said further discussions would be needed to agree on suitable phrasing.

When asked whether contentious issues could derail consensus in the second reading, Mr Norasate said such matters should be viewed as "differences of opinion", adding the committee had allowed extensive debate across all key principles.

He said that although the process had taken longer than planned, all sections ultimately received majority support, with minority opinions preserved for the second-reading debate.

Meanwhile, Pheu Thai MP Cholnan Srikaew, also a committee member, said he believed the two-day special session would be sufficient despite the bill's complexity. The bill comprises 50 sections, including 39 amendments under Section 4 related to changes proposed for Section 256, which governs the amendment process itself.

Dr Cholnan acknowledged lingering concerns, particularly regarding the selection of the 35-member charter-drafting committee. He warned the process could be vulnerable to political influence if the next parliament alone selects the panel.

He has therefore reserved a minority proposal calling for a selection method requiring approval from multiple sectors -- including at least one-fifth of senators and 20% of the opposition -- to ensure no group dominates. This and other minority reservations will be raised during the second-reading debate.

He also criticised the People's Party's "20 pick 1" formula -- under which every 20 MPs and senators nominate one constitution drafter -- saying it would likely allow certain majority blocs to dominate.

Pheu Thai list-MP Chousak Sirinil, who also sits on the committee, said the party's representatives had maintained their minority position that members of the Constitution Drafting Committee should first be elected by voters as a pool of 300, from which parliament would then shortlist 100 members.
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        Binance unit sees Bitcoin hitting $120,000
        Bitcoin is forecast to peak in the first quarter of 2026, with the price possibly reaching US$120,000, backed by continued regulatory enhancement, growing acceptance from institutional and mainstream players, and the rise of stablecoins, says the Thai unit of Binance -- the world's largest cryptocurrency exchange.

      

      
        Speedy restoration predicted
        A retail association forecasts stores in flooded areas of southern Thailand could resume their operations as quickly as seven days after floodwaters have receded.

      

      
        Stagnant tourism hits Onyx revenue
        Onyx Hospitality reported flat revenue per available room (RevPar) in Thailand due to sluggish tourism, prompting the company to delay launching funding for its real estate investment trust (REIT) until next year.

      

      
        FTI readies factory relief operations
        The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) has stepped up emergency measures to address widespread flooding in southern Thailand, where hundreds of factories have been inundated, disrupting production and supply chains across multiple sectors.

      

      
        PM urges insurers to step up flood payouts
        Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has instructed insurance companies to expedite payouts for home and car insurance claims in the flood-affected areas in southern Thailand, with claimants only required to submit photos via Line or other designated channels to insurance companies as evidence.

      

      
        Call for tourism relief blueprint
        The Tourism Council of Thailand (TCT) has proposed a 60-day relief framework to ease the impact on tourism businesses caused by severe flooding in the South, with damages estimated at more than 10 billion baht.

      

      
        New app to help boost flood rescue efforts
        Thailand Post has rolled out the digital post ID or D/ID digital addressing system, which can be used to pinpoint flood-affected areas in the South.

      

      
        Samui market resembles Phuket's 2022 peak
        The Samui property market now mirrors Phuket's 2022 peak, with newly launched villas reaching a 15-year high and land prices up 10%, according to property consultancy Colliers Thailand.

      

      
        Analysts forecast stock impact of flooding in Songkhla
        The severe flooding in southern Thailand is a short-term drag on economic activity, but eventually will support a rebound in retail and construction-related stocks once the recovery begins, say analysts.

      

      
        MEA, DDPM urge safe appliance use at home
        The Metropolitan Electricity Authority (MEA), in collaboration with the Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation (DDPM) under the Ministry of Interior, recognises the importance of using electrical appliances safely in daily life. Improper use can lead to residential fires, so MEA and DDPM have issued the following five safety recommendations:
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                                Bitcoin is forecast to peak in the first quarter of 2026, with the price possibly reaching US$120,000, backed by continued regulatory enhancement, growing acceptance from institutional and mainstream players, and the rise of stablecoins, says the Thai unit of Binance -- the world's largest cryptocurrency exchange.
Binance TH By Gulf Binance, a joint venture between Binance and Gulf Development Plc, sees Bitcoin becoming a strategic asset rather than a risky one, with major banks and other financial institutions entering the market, said chief executive Nirun Fuwattananukul.

"Crypto is increasingly recognised not only as a hedge in uncertain times, but also as a long-term growth asset, powered by blockchain technology that is reshaping the future of finance. What we're seeing now is not the end of a cycle, but the beginning of a new one that will take shape in 2026," he said.

Chief strategy officer Korn Poonsirivong outlined two other major trends set to take shape in 2026. The first is regulatory improvement in major economies such as the US, Europe and Hong Kong. In the US, key people close to President Donald Trump are pro-crypto, said Mr Korn.

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, for example, supports alternative assets, citing Bitcoin as a hedge against inflation. Paul Atkins, chair of the US Securities and Exchange Commission, advocates for a light touch on regulations, he said.

Another major force is the accelerating rise of stablecoins, tokenisation, and real-world assets.

These trends will bring digital assets closer to everyday users, not only as an investment class, but as an integral part of payment, financial access, and value exchange, said Mr Korn.

"2026 will be the year when digital assets move from concept to real-world utility for the public," he said. "We expect broader adoption, clearer regulatory alignment, and deeper integration with financial systems, all of which will reshape how Thai users interact with digital value."

This year has seen the price of Bitcoin, the world's largest cryptocurrency, tumble 32% from an all time high of $126,000 in October to a low of around $81,000. The price recently rebounded to about $91,400, still 27% below the peak.

"The end of quantitative tightening from Dec 1, 2025, followed by the expected Federal Reserve interest rate cut later in the month, as well as restarting quantitative easing to inject more liquidity, could make Bitcoin prices peak in the first quarter of 2026," said Mr Korn, who added that a price of $120,000 is possible throughout that period.

Despite a turbulent 2025, Binance TH's user base grew more than four-fold, with strong momentum fuelled by nationwide educational and community initiatives. The exchange has more than 400 tokens available on its platform, the largest number of tokens listed among digital exchanges in Thailand, said Mr Nirun.

The company announced strategic partnerships yesterday with two digital asset brokers -- Bitazza and Maxbit -- as well as The Brooker Group, with the aim of strengthening market infrastructure, improving asset liquidity, and expanding access to high-quality digital asset education for wealthy investors. Mr Nirun said the move could enhance market connectivity and foster crypto adoption in the country.
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                                A retail association forecasts stores in flooded areas of southern Thailand could resume their operations as quickly as seven days after floodwaters have receded.
"Stores with sufficient capital may resume operations about seven days after floodwaters have receded. However, for those with significant damage and lacking funds, the restoration process could take considerably longer," said Somchai Pornrattanacharoen, honorary adviser to the Thai Wholesale and Retail Trade Association.

He said retail operators in Hat Yai noted the severity of the flood exceeded their expectations.

Mr Somchai criticised the inefficiency of the Thai bureaucracy, adding too many authorities were involved without taking effective action during the crisis.

Although water levels have subsided and logistics providers can deliver products to local areas, many stores are still not ready to receive products. These businesses must first clean and restore their premises while assessing the damage to their inventory.

He said some suppliers and local wholesalers operate on credit terms. In the aftermath of the disaster, certain suppliers might offer local wholesalers the option to negotiate partial compensation for damaged goods, enabling them to avoid full payment for destroyed items, or potentially exchange damaged products for new stock, said Mr Somchai.

Local wholesalers may also be willing to renegotiate credit terms with local retailers.

He urged the government to introduce soft loans for operators affected by the flood and suggested other forms of support, such as allowing the costs related to restoring their businesses and premises to qualify for corporate tax deductions.

In a related development, Varawut Pongchinpak, chief commercial officer for Thailand at TCP Group, a manufacturer and distributor of beverages such as Red Bull, said its distribution company will fully exchange damaged products from partners at no cost.

In addition, he said a team will assist local stores in repair once the floodwaters recede.

Mr Varawut said the company's local warehouse has not been affected by the flood.

By managing stock in the affected areas effectively, TCP is prepared to restart product deliveries as soon as transport routes reopen, preventing any market shortages.

Natthavee Wachirataveepaat, general manager for emerging markets at Thai Union Group, said the company is operating three facilities in Songkhla at slightly reduced production capacity: an ITC factory in Mueang district that produces pet food, a Thai Union Seafood frozen shrimp factory in Singha Nakhon district, and a Thai Union Feedmill facility in Ranot district.

The company redirected some production lines at its Samut Sakhon facilities to produce goods to donate to flood victims in the affected regions in the South.

"The flood hindered the transport of certain goods to these areas," she said.

"Our priority is to support flood victims, including our employees."
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                  Stagnant tourism hits Onyx revenue                

                              

                                Onyx Hospitality reported flat revenue per available room (RevPar) in Thailand due to sluggish tourism, prompting the company to delay launching funding for its real estate investment trust (REIT) until next year.
Yuthachai Charanachitta, chief executive of Onyx, said the company decided to postpone the launch of Onyx Leasehold REIT (ONYXRT) from the third quarter of this year until mid-2026, waiting for improving investor sentiment in the tourism industry.

He said Chinese tourists are beginning to return to Thailand after flocking to Vietnam and Japan.

This trend will help hotels to strengthen occupancy rates, in addition to existing markets from India, Middle East, Southeast Asia, Europe, Russia and Israel.

The promised election next year should also help upgrade investor sentiment to some extent.

Four properties -- Amari Bangkok, Amari Pattaya, Ozo Pattaya, and Ozo Phuket -- will still be listed in the trust as planned.

The company will maximise the income of the four hotels to maintain the REIT's valuation target.

Wuthivet Vetchabutsakorn, senior vice-president and group head of finance at Onyx, said the second and third quarters were a challenge for Thai tourism due to several setbacks, resulting in the flat year-on-year RevPar for its Thai portfolio.

However, its overseas properties could still record strong growth, including those in Hong Kong, Malaysia and Laos.

The sluggish foreign market, notably from short-haul destinations, has affected its hotels in Bangkok and Pattaya in particular, while Phuket was the only destination recording RevPar growth of 3-4% year-on-year, driven by long-haul tourists.

By 2030, Mr Yuthachai said the company aims to operate 75 properties, increasing from 49 properties in seven destinations, most of which will be premium serviced apartments under the Shama brand.

The investment budget of 6 billion baht will be earmarked for the next five years.

Major upcoming projects include a luxury hotel EQ Phuket -- a joint venture with Malaysia's Equatorial Group -- slated for 2028.

It will also develop a new Shama property in Pattaya, begin a major renovation of Amari Phuket, and is also expanding Amari Koh Samui.

The company recently partnered with Sena Development in launching Shama serviced apartments in Bangkok, converted from some parts of condo projects.

Mr Yuthachai said the company is looking to adopt this model with other developers in Phuket -- a market that can generate high yields from the premium market and long-stay visitors.

For next year, the government should focus more on tourism expenditure than headcount, he said.

It should consider cancelling the visa-free scheme for some markets that exploit this loophole to work illegally in Thailand, said Mr Yuthachai.
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                                The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) has stepped up emergency measures to address widespread flooding in southern Thailand, where hundreds of factories have been inundated, disrupting production and supply chains across multiple sectors.
FTI chairman Kriengkrai Thiennukul said the federation is surveying flood damage and preparing relief operations in the hardest-hit areas.

He said a team will be dispatched to Hat Yai on Dec 1 to assess the situation.

"It is too early to provide detailed information to the public," Mr Kriengkrai said, noting that floodwaters have blocked transport routes and severely hampered communication networks.

"Signals are very poor, and we cannot even reach our provincial members in the South."

In the near term, the FTI plans to deliver essential supplies as well as financial assistance to affected communities, with a particular focus on Songkhla province.

The FTI plans to coordinate with state rescue teams, providing heavy machinery to help clear debris, access stranded areas and support rescue operations.

Factories in southern provinces such as Songkhla are concentrated in food processing, beverages, furniture, rubber, biomass and biogas power generation, as well as agricultural processing.

The flooding disrupted operations across these industries, raising concerns about long-term economic impacts.

The Industry Ministry reported 715 factories in Songkhla have sustained damage, with estimated losses reaching 1.2 billion baht.

Among them are 29 food processing plants spread across districts including Chana, Thepha, Na Thawi, Saba Yoi, Sadao, Ranot, Khuan Niang, Na Mom and Khlong Hoi Khong.

Other affected facilities include 97 rubber wood furniture factories, 103 rubber processing plants, 44 plastics factories, 53 metal factories, 310 sand suction operations, 79 service industry sites and 17 biomass and biogas power plants.

Despite the devastation, Rubber City, an estate specialising in rubber processing, was unaffected. However, the floods disrupted the supply of raw materials, creating bottlenecks in the rubber industry supply chain.

The FTI is urging the Industry Ministry to clarify its damage assessments, stressing that transport and communication breakdowns have prevented a thorough survey.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3145859/fti-readies-factory-relief-operations



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  PM urges insurers to step up flood payouts                

                Claimants can submit photos via Line
              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: Cars piled on top of other vehicles after the floodwaters receded in Hat Yai. Many roads were covered with mud, debris and rubbish carried by the water. State measures facilitate policyholders filing claims. (Photo courtesy of Radio Phuket)]
                      
                                              
                          Cars piled on top of other vehicles after the floodwaters receded in Hat Yai. Many roads were covered with mud, debris and rubbish carried by the water. State measures facilitate policyholders filing claims. (Photo courtesy of Radio Phuket)                        

                                          

                  

                                Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has instructed insurance companies to expedite payouts for home and car insurance claims in the flood-affected areas in southern Thailand, with claimants only required to submit photos via Line or other designated channels to insurance companies as evidence.
Speaking after a meeting chaired by the premier on assistance, relief and rehabilitation for flood victims in the South, Chuchatr Pramoolpol, secretary-general of the Office of the Insurance Commission (OIC), said the measures are meant to resolve delays in the processing of home and car insurance claims in flooded areas as important documents may have been lost.

To simplify the process and ensure victims receive compensation quickly, the OIC is preparing to issue an announcement requiring insurance companies to accept claims that use only photos of damaged cars or houses sent via designated channels such as Line, he said.

For cars damaged by the floods, the OIC set three categories: internal combustion engine cars, hybrid cars and electric vehicles (EVs).

Flood damage was separated into five levels. Level A covers water reaching the floor of the car, such as the carpet. The estimated repair cost is 8,000-10,000 baht.

Level B refers to water reaching the seats and electrical system. The estimated repair cost is 15,000-20,000 baht.

Level C is for water reaching the lower part of the front console, with the estimated repair cost 25,000-30,000 baht.

Level D covers water reaching the upper part of the front console. The estimated repair cost starts at 30,000 baht and can increase.

For Level E, the entire car was submerged. Insurers are instructed to pay out the entire insured value to the policyholder or beneficiary.

For hybrid cars, if water reaches the floor, an additional 100,000 baht will be paid, said Mr Chuchatr. For EVs, if water reaches the floor insurers must pay the entire insured value, as EV batteries positioned on the floor are extremely expensive, costing more than 500,000 baht, noted the OIC.

According to information as of Nov 26, roughly 3,000 cars have been reported damaged.

For houses affected by the floods, homeowners with valid insurance policies will receive an initial payout of 20,000 baht, while shopowners receive 30,000 baht.

For policyholders with expired policies that require renewal, to ease the burden on flood victims the OIC plans to issue an announcement allowing insurance companies to extend the premium payment deadline by 90 days from the due date. For health insurance renewals, a new health check is not required, he said.
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                                The Tourism Council of Thailand (TCT) has proposed a 60-day relief framework to ease the impact on tourism businesses caused by severe flooding in the South, with damages estimated at more than 10 billion baht.
Ratchaporn Poolsawadee, vice-president of the TCT, said the floods will reduce local income and trigger a serious liquidity crunch for operators in affected areas.

To restore the tourism industry in time for Chinese New Year in February 2026, he said the government should implement measures targeting five areas.

Mr Ratchaporn said rehabilitation of infrastructure and attractions should be prioritised within the first 45 days, including repairing damaged roads, restoring electricity, water and internet services, and conducting major cleaning of tourist sites.

Authorities should also restore ports and transport systems, inspect structural integrity, and improve port safety, as well as enhance security through flood warning systems, rescue stations, emergency units, and provide safety training for operators, he said.

In terms of financial support, the package should include a 12-month debt moratorium for tourism operators, covering principal and interest across all commercial banks without default interest or negative credit records, according to TCT.

Mr Ratchaporn said the government should offer a soft loan programme with interest rates capped at 2% per year with a five-year repayment term, waiving principal payments in the first year.

He said credit limits can range from 20-50 million baht for hotels, 5-10 million baht for tourism businesses and restaurants, and 1-2 million for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and community enterprises, to be used for repairs, equipment upgrades, and liquidity support, with 100% guarantees from the SME Bank or the government.

Marketing measures should focus on propping up domestic travel via the "Travel in the South, Help Thailand" campaign, a co-payment scheme for hotel and travel costs in flood-hit areas, said Mr Ratchaporn.

To spur income via government spending, he urged the Finance Ministry to allow double tax deductions for companies hosting meetings and seminars for six months.

For international markets, Mr Ratchaporn said the country should launch the "Thailand is Ready" campaign to promote monthly events for at least six months, support inbound flights, and organise large media and agent familiarisation trips to affected areas.

Meanwhile, to ease workers' costs during recovery, he said the Social Security Office should grant a six-month exemption from contributions for both employers and employees.

Mr Ratchaporn said these efforts should be monitored through a tourism recovery command centre, integrating the Tourism and Sports Ministry, Labour Ministry, Bank of Thailand, Tourism Authority of Thailand, Airports of Thailand, Immigration Police, and local business groups.

The centre must provide progress reports to the cabinet weekly, with targets to reopen 80-100% of tourism businesses within 60 days, boost income during Chinese New Year, prevent operator bankruptcies, and help at least 90% of workers return to jobs, he said.
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                                Thailand Post has rolled out the digital post ID or D/ID digital addressing system, which can be used to pinpoint flood-affected areas in the South.
The system enables highly precise geolocation identification in both horizontal and vertical dimensions, allowing rescue teams to locate affected individuals more accurately and respond to critical areas more rapidly.

Dhanant Subhadrabandhu, president of Thailand Post, said the public can mark locations to request assistance directly through the D/ID app.

He said deployment of the D/ID system, which was developed in collaboration with the Digital Economy and Society Ministry for use during the ongoing flooding, represents technology designed for social benefit, particularly in emergency situations.

The system was created not only to improve accuracy through a secure digital code for postal and parcel delivery, but also to function as a community-level risk-point identification system during natural disasters.

This enables authorities to pinpoint the exact location of individuals requiring help, especially in areas where access routes have been cut off or in multi-storey buildings where vertical-position data is essential.

Moreover, flood victims or their relatives can pin their location via the D/ID app to indicate locations requiring assistance, such as homes submerged in deep water, shelters where elderly people or children are stranded on upper floors, areas with strong water currents, or roads that have been cut off.

The system's vertical positioning capability is a key advantage, allowing rescue teams to know precisely which floor victims are located on, significantly reducing search time in complex building structures.

Neighbours, volunteers, or individuals outside affected areas can also indicate the location of victims who may be unable to access the internet.

The D/ID app is available to download free on both iOS and Android systems.
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                                The Samui property market now mirrors Phuket's 2022 peak, with newly launched villas reaching a 15-year high and land prices up 10%, according to property consultancy Colliers Thailand.
Phattarachai Taweewong, the firm's research and communication director, said the island's momentum is being driven by foreign demand in the mid- to upper-end condo and villa segments.

"Samui remains a global destination for both tourists and investors, supported by a strong tourism rebound and increasing interest in long-stay and investment properties," he said.

Over the past two years, the island has recorded at least two major condo launches totalling more than 360 units, alongside more than 400 newly released villas.

Colliers expects 2025 to mark the strongest year for new villa launches on the island in 15 years, led by key areas such as Bo Phut, Mae Nam, Chaweng, Choeng Mon and Lamai.

FOREIGN DEMAND

Samui's evolution from a leisure-focused destination to a high-potential investment hub has expanded its global buyer base, said Mr Phattarachai.

Key markets include Europe, Russia, France, Australia, China and Israel, with most buyers seeking either lifestyle properties or long-term investment opportunities.

Locations with strong tourism appeal continue to attract both holiday-home buyers and investors focused on rental yields and capital appreciation.

"Despite rising demand, Samui's condo and villa prices remain comparatively attractive versus major tourist destinations in Thailand and abroad," he said.

Colliers expects the market to maintain strong momentum, supported by ongoing interest from foreign buyers and improving global travel conditions.

RAMPING UP LAUNCHES

Several developers are accelerating their project pipelines to tap Samui's growing investor base.

Mr Phattarachai said Supalai Plc plans to launch an eight-unit beachfront villa development priced between 17.5 and 26.5 million baht per unit.

In the first half of 2025, Samui had only three active condo projects on the market, comprising 876 units worth 3.66 billion baht.

Most projects are located in high-demand areas such as Chaweng-Bo Phut and Lamai, helping sustain consistent interest from buyers.

This period also saw the entry of a 218-unit project in Bo Phut by a Chinese developer, achieving 73% sales, including foreign buyers purchasing entire buildings.

TIGHT CONDO SUPPLY

According to Colliers, some condo projects sold out within nine months, underscoring the island's robust housing appetite.

Two additional condo launches are expected in the second half of 2025, bringing new supply for the year to 276 units.

Most condos are priced between 60,000 and 80,000 baht per square metre, though some units exceed 200,000 baht per sq m, reflecting strong demand for premium offerings.

Foreign buyers remain the key driver, supported by both tourists seeking second homes and investors targeting rental returns in a supply-limited market.

Samui's beachfront appeal, convenient access and strong lifestyle positioning continue to reinforce its status as a global investment destination.

STRONG SALES LIFT OCCUPANCY

As of mid-2025, Samui had recorded a total condo supply of 876 units, with 699 units sold, representing nearly 80%, up 4.4 percentage points from the previous period.

The high absorption rate prompted several developers to prepare additional phases to capture demand from both Thai and foreign buyers.

Thai purchasers account for only 10-15% of the market, mainly comprising local business owners and professionals.

Foreigners represent 85-90% of buyers, with Europeans accounting for over half of all transactions.

This buyer profile highlights Samui's increasing alignment with international investment trends.

VILLA SEGMENT ACCELERATES

The villa market remains particularly vibrant, with 52 active projects offering 597 units worth over 14.8 billion baht as of mid-2025, a surge of 63.5% from the previous half.

During the same period, 18 new villa projects with 179 units were launched, spanning a wide range of layouts and price points.

Colliers forecasts over 15 additional villa projects, totalling more than 120 units, to debut in the second half of 2025, pushing total new supply above 330 units for the year.

Some leasehold villa projects recorded exceptional performance, with one selling 46 units within two months of the launch.

Sales rates vary across the island, with Chaweng-Bo Phut posting the highest take-up at nearly 68%, followed by Lamai at 49% and Mae Nam at 36%.

More than 90% of villa buyers are foreigners, led by investors from Australia, Europe, Israel, South Africa, Czechia and France.

High-end locations continue to command the strongest interest, particularly those offering sea views, privacy and convenient access.

Developers are diversifying villa designs to appeal to a broader range of lifestyle and investment preferences.

"Samui remains one of Thailand's top destinations for luxury holiday homes and property investment, supported by rising demand, increasing prices and sustained international interest," Mr Phattarachai added.
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                                The severe flooding in southern Thailand is a short-term drag on economic activity, but eventually will support a rebound in retail and construction-related stocks once the recovery begins, say analysts.
Hat Yai is a major district in Songkhla, the province with the largest economy in southern Thailand and the 14th largest in Thailand.

Asia Plus Securities (ASPS) said the floods affected several businesses in the South, including listed companies with factories or distribution centres in the region.

Sri Trang Agro-Industry (STA), the world's largest fully integrated producer and distributor of natural rubber and a leading rubber glove manufacturer, and Sri Trang Gloves (Thailand) (STGT) have many factories producing natural latex gloves and rubber gloves in Hat Yai.

The canned tuna and animal feed businesses of Tropical Canning (Thailand) are also affected by the floods in terms of raw materials and exports.

Significant disruption is expected if the flooding worsens. Several listed companies with operations or distribution centres in the South may be affected, while logistics delays could hit packaging-related businesses, ASPS said in a research note.

Retail and consumer finance stocks such as Central Pattana (CPN), Srisawad Corporation (SAWAD) and Muangthai Capital (MTC) may face indirect pressure from weaker purchasing power and broader economic damage, the brokerage added.

According to Kasikorn Research Center (K-Research), Songkhla received the most damage, as flooding has affected nearly every major district. The losses stem from disruptions in the services sector, which makes up more than half of the province's economy, including accommodation, restaurants, retail and transport.

There were also interruptions in industrial production, especially agriculture and food processing, which accounts for around 18% of Songkhla's economy.

The disaster comes at a sensitive time, as year-end tourism usually lifts economic activity and Songkhla is a host location for the Southeast Asian Games set to commence early next month.

Additional damage is expected across agricultural areas, including rubber, oil palm and aquatic farming, the centre added.

"As floodwaters recede, households will face mounting asset losses from homes, vehicles, appliances and essential goods," noted K-Research.

"The recovery process, whether through repair, replacement or reconstruction, will take time and depends on the level of household income, savings, available credit, economic sentiment, and assistance from lenders, suppliers and government support measures."

Krungsri Securities views the impact on GDP and market sentiment as "limited", noting that while retail sales may weaken during the floods, reconstruction activity will support the recovery afterwards, benefiting construction-related retailers such as Siam Global House (GLOBAL), Dohome (DOHOME), and Home Product Center (HMPRO).

Pi Securities said recent gains in construction-material stocks reflect investor expectations for post-flood rebuilding, as the government readies relief measures for affected households and public infrastructure.

Once the situation improves, demand for home repair materials will likely rise, reinforcing growth prospects for GLOBAL, HMPRO and DOHOME.
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                                The Metropolitan Electricity Authority (MEA), in collaboration with the Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation (DDPM) under the Ministry of Interior, recognises the importance of using electrical appliances safely in daily life. Improper use can lead to residential fires, so MEA and DDPM have issued the following five safety recommendations:

	Use appliances that meet TISI standards: Check for the Thai Industrial Standards Institute (TISI) mark on products to ensure quality and safety.

	Inspect power cords and plugs regularly: Check the condition of electrical cords, sockets, and plugs frequently. If any damage or wear is found, stop using them immediately and have them repaired by a qualified technician.

	Install grounding and residual current protection devices (RCBO/RCD): This is especially important for appliances exposed to water, such as water heaters and washing machines, to prevent short circuits and reduce fire risk.

	Unplug appliances when not in use: Always disconnect appliances from the power outlet after use to prevent damage from short circuits and reduce the risk of household fires.

	Read and follow the user manual carefullyAlways read the manufacturer's instructions before using appliances to ensure correct and safe operation.



Electricity users in Bangkok, Nonthaburi and Samut Prakan can contact MEA via the MEA Smart Life mobile application or Line: MEA Connect (@MEAthailand) by selecting the "Contact MEA Call Centre Online" menu. The MEA Call Centre 1130 is available 24 hours a day.

In case of a fire or emergency, reports can be made to the Safety Hotline 1784 or via Line "DDPM Incident Report 1784" by adding Line ID @1784DDPM for round-the-clock assistance.
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        Disaster management
        Deputy Prime Minister Borwornsak Uwanno's decision to blame local mismanagement for the Hat Yai floods is a prime example of delivering useful information at the wrong time, as his remark makes the government look like it is hunting for a scapegoat.

      

      
        How climate fund can give justice for all
        In one of the most momentous climate policy moves, Thailand's Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC 3.0) was formally submitted to the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) on Nov 4.

      

      
        How China won innovation in lieu of freedom
        A decade ago, China's government unveiled Made in China 2025 -- a bold vision for transforming the country from the world's assembly line into a global innovation leader. The plan was met with considerable scepticism, particularly in the West, where a robust scholarly consensus held that authoritarianism was fundamentally incompatible with innovation. China was light-years behind the global...

      

      
        When 'other people' becomes us
        A youth delegate from an indigenous tribe in Brazil said something at COP30 that made my brow rise the first time I heard it: everyone is closer to being displaced than becoming a billionaire. I understood the sentence, but it didn't sink in. Not the way it does now, watching what is happening in Thailand.

      

      
        Gaza is being offered a big historic chance
        The UN Security Council has approved a landmark American-sponsored resolution which just may give long suffering Gaza its final chance for peace and reconstruction. The US resolution enshrines Washington's 20-point plan for Gaza; the current ceasefire, the establishment of a Board of Peace and backs the creation and deployment of an international stabilisation force for the war-ravished...

      

      
        AI as Asia's new growth engine?
        Two decades after globalisation fuelled a global economic boom, growth has shifted onto a more subdued path, where it is likely to remain for the foreseeable future. Beyond the immediate shock of fragmenting trade and investment ties -- a result of rising geopolitical tensions, particularly between the United States and China -- lie structural headwinds, including population ageing, stagnant...

      

      
        Ethics failures plague Senate
        A recent court ruling against Senator Thanakorn Thavornchinachote for stealing from victims of a fatal car accident in Chachoengsao is a disgrace not only for the Upper House but also for the Election Commission (EC).

      

      
        VAT hikes alone won't narrow deficit
        This article is not meant to attack Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas's Medium-Term Fiscal Framework (MTFF) for the fiscal years from 2026 to 2030. It is meant to emphasise the fragility of a Thai fiscal position that requires multiple revenue enhancement measures.

      

      
        Nepal's young protesters drive a political reset
        Nepal announced fresh elections to be held on March 5 next year following a week of deadly violence in September as an interim government headed by the country's Sushila Karki, the first female prime minister, takes charge.

      

      
        Songkhla flood chaos
        Untold numbers of flood victims in Songkhla province have been stranded in their flood-hit homes waiting for evacuation since the weekend.
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																Deputy Prime Minister Borwornsak Uwanno's decision to blame local mismanagement for the Hat Yai floods is a prime example of delivering useful information at the wrong time, as his remark makes the government look like it is hunting for a scapegoat.
Yet it merits serious discussion. Which agencies or individuals should run disaster management operations? And who should be held responsible when things go awry?

The heated debate about how the administration of Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has been running disaster management reflects the belief in centralised control.

According to this view, flood management must be the role of the premier, or at least the provincial governors, who should flex their muscles like a decisive CEO to command rescue operations. And when things go belly up, as has happened in Hat Yai, the CEO must take the blame.

It is clear that Mr Anutin, as chairperson of the national committee tasked with handling disaster management, must take the blame for his slow response in helping flood victims in Hat Yai.

His crisis management skills appear to be questionable. His government has set up numerous "war rooms" to handle the situation, which will add to the overall sense of confusion. No doubt, Mr Anutin will pay the price in the upcoming election.

Rarely mentioned is the role played by local governments. Hat Yai municipality, for example, usually handles flood drainage and disaster management. Also off the radar is the newly appointed provincial governor. By comparison, governors in adjacent flood-ravaged provinces, such as Pattani, seem to have brought the situation under control. Disaster management and evictions in Satun, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Yala, Pattani and Narathiwat provinces have been done in time. But why the discrepancy?

After the floods have dried up, an official probe must be launched to determine what went wrong with the warning system and the overall response in Hat Yai. The public needs to know -- not just to point fingers but to prevent history from repeating itself.

Local laws, policies, and budgets are designed to enable local governments to improve their disaster management capacities, and all provinces and municipalities have their own plans and facilities to cope with disasters.

The question is whether these budgets are being spent wisely. In most cases, the central government only provides the infrastructure and hardware, such as towers to send warning signals. The training of local communities is lacking.

Policymakers and politicians who wish to make up the next government must have sound policies in place to help local administrations cope better. Mechanisms must be put in place, such as committees at the national and local levels, as well as funds to train local communities about disaster management. These programmes must be chaired by officials and monitored by community representatives and experts.

Good disaster management goes beyond draining floods and evacuating people. It requires better land-use planning, training in disaster management, and the participation of local communities. The situation in Hat Yai reflects the absence of these elements. A crisis of this magnitude can happen again if our local governments do not receive the help they require.
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																In one of the most momentous climate policy moves, Thailand's Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC 3.0) was formally submitted to the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) on Nov 4.
Compared to Thailand's previous NDCs, the NDC 3.0 is a big step up. It shifts the Net Zero target year from 2065 to 2050 and changes the greenhouse gas emissions reduction target to an absolute basis.

However, one other notable change many people may have missed is the fact that the NDC 3.0 mentions and elucidates Thailand's version of a "just transition" for the first time.

The NDC 3.0 document states that "Thailand has assessed the economic and social implications of its response measures to facilitate a just transition towards a low-carbon economy, aiming to minimise negative impacts while maximising opportunities for sustainable growth, green job creation, and social inclusiveness."

The document further claims that "Thailand's NDC prioritises protecting vulnerable groups -- women, youth, children, and people of determination -- demonstrating its commitment to diverse perspectives in climate action".

However, the NDC 3.0 document overall remains vague on how exactly Thailand will "facilitate a just transition". This is especially important since the NDC 3.0 also places great emphasis on private sector engagement, noting that Thailand will involve enterprises "in planning and maintaining stakeholder dialogue" to "craft economically sound, market-aligned policies for a low-carbon transition".

In Thailand, it is all too often that "market-aligned policies" in rhetoric become neoliberal "market-knows-best policies" in practice, and that discards all considerations of equality or justice by the wayside.

That's why we should all monitor and demand an inclusive stakeholder consultation process for the development of the revised NDC Action Plan and the implementation of Thailand's 2024 National Adaptation Plan.

The inclusive participation is also crucial to ensure the design and implementation of Thailand's Climate Fund under the upcoming Climate Change Act -- so that the "just transition" principle is respected and realised. Just transition principles and the broader concept of "climate justice" are universally important, particularly in countries with serious inequality, such as Thailand.

Earlier in November, I was at the launch event of Oxfam's report entitled "The Unequal Future: Asia's Struggle for Justice in a Warming and Wired World", which reveals Asia's widening inequality.

Across the region, the wealthiest 10% control 60-77% of national income, while the poorest 50% hold merely 12-15%. In Thailand, the number of billionaires rose from 15 to 25 between 2015 and 2025, with their combined wealth exceeding US$93.5 billion (about 3 trillion baht) -- equivalent to 17.37% of the country's GDP of $538.1 billion.

Climate change is deepening inequality throughout the region. From 2014 to 2025, over 1.2 billion people experienced severe natural disasters, resulting in at least 150,000 deaths. Yet, Oxfam's analysis shows a stark disparity in carbon emissions: the world's richest 1% generate 16% of all carbon dioxide emissions, while those bearing the heaviest burden are impoverished communities lacking adequate housing, life insurance, and healthcare access.

"Unless governments begin taxing the wealthy appropriately to fund public services, inequality will continue driving social unrest and intensifying climate disasters across the region," warned Amitabh Behar, executive director of Oxfam International, during the report's launch.

During the panel discussion at the report's launch event in Bangkok, I pointed out that the government and private sector prioritise reducing greenhouse gases, but less attention has been given to climate adaptation actions. Data from CFNT's Climate Finance Tracker shows that between 2020-2024, Thailand invested only 148 billion baht in climate adaptation, less than 10% of total funding for greenhouse gas reduction.

At the event, I also suggested that we need to be careful with carbon taxes because they could further widen inequality, as carbon taxes might become a "regressive tax" that hurts low-income people who cannot afford low-carbon products as easily as wealthier groups.

I wholeheartedly support the recommendations in the 2025 Climate Inequality Report from Inequality Lab.

The report points out that the richest 1% not only emit more carbon dioxide, but they also hold shares in companies that emit large amounts of carbon dioxide. Under consumption-based accounting, emissions of an individual in the global top 1% are about 75 times higher than those of someone in the bottom 50%, but under ownership-based accounting, this rises dramatically to around 680 times higher.

In the report, Inequality Lab proposes that introducing a tax on the carbon intensity of wealth, instead of on the consumption of high-carbon products. This could help to redirect capital flows away from high-carbon assets, especially in the absence of an outright ban on high-carbon investments.

For example, a EU150 (5,600 baht) per tonne carbon tax on assets could generate EU36 billion in France, EU74 billion in Germany, and US$534 billion in the US. This "wealth tax" that is categorically levied on the carbon content of assets is likely to be more progressive than "standard" carbon taxes, which are typically passed on to final consumers.

Thailand's carbon taxes are still on the drawing board, since the country's draft Climate Change Act has yet to pass the legislative process and become law.

Yet, since February, the Department of Climate Change and Environment (DCCE) had already envisioned that the Climate Fund will be set up as a separate fund. The DCCE also estimated that starting in 2031, the fund will start receiving income mostly from ETS (Emission Trading System), which is estimated at 5.3 billion baht in 2031, 137.9 billion baht between 2031-2037, and over THB1.1 trillion between 2038-2050.

The main challenge is how to ensure the Climate Fund can enable a just transition and reduce climate inequality in Thailand. I propose the following components for the fund's allocation framework:

1. Prioritise vulnerable communities

Geographically, the Climate Fund should prioritise climate-vulnerable regions identified in Thailand's vulnerability assessments, communities that are currently dependent on fossil fuel industries (e.g., coal mining areas, oil and gas workers), agricultural communities that are expected to face more severe impact of climate change like droughts and floods, and coastal communities that are threatened by land subsidence coupled with sea-level rise.

I believe it would be more advantageous for Thailand if part of the Climate Fund is set aside to provide financial assistance to address losses from climate change, such as extreme weather events and slow-onset events, like sea-level rise. That is in line with the Loss and Damage Fund, which was fully operationalised in 2024 at COP29 in Baku, Azerbaijan.

2. Prioritise adaptation over mitigation

The Fund should provide adaptation support for workers who are transitioning out of carbon-intensive industries, including retraining programmes, income support during transition periods, and seed capital for alternative businesses.

Additionally, the focus should be on sponsoring community-level infrastructure adaptation, such as communal water management systems, climate-resilient agriculture, and community-based early warning systems. This is to assist the poor who will bear the brunt of climate change impacts.

I believe there is also ample opportunity to devise financial innovations for better social protection, including climate insurance schemes and debt-for-climate swaps for smallholder farmers.

3. Prioritise SMEs, grassroots projects

Given Thailand's powerful oligarchy and kleptocracy, the Climate Fund is at risk of being captured by interest groups and large high-carbon incumbents who seek to use limited public resources to invest in the transition, instead of using their own funds to internalise negative externalities (e.g., high greenhouse gas emissions) that they cause.

To minimise this risk, the Climate Fund should announce from the beginning that it would prioritise SMEs, community and grassroots projects, such as open-source water stress maps and heat stress maps for SMEs, community-owned distributed solar and wind projects in rural areas, training programmes for rural solar technicians, and small grants for community-led climate adaptation and planning projects.

In addition to thinking about how to align fund allocation in accordance with just transition and climate justice principles, the sources of income for the Climate Fund can also be designed to align with these principles as well.

For instance, following the Climate Inequality Report recommendations, Thailand should consider carbon-adjusted wealth taxes on high-emission asset portfolios, windfall taxes on fossil fuel profits, and redirecting fossil fuel subsidies to investments in renewable energy infrastructure such as smart grids.

Sarinee Achavanuntakul is Head of Research at Fair Finance Thailand and Director of Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT).
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																A decade ago, China's government unveiled Made in China 2025 -- a bold vision for transforming the country from the world's assembly line into a global innovation leader. The plan was met with considerable scepticism, particularly in the West, where a robust scholarly consensus held that authoritarianism was fundamentally incompatible with innovation. China was light-years behind the global frontier. Barring drastic political change, many observers concluded, China would remain a "copycat nation".
We know how that prediction turned out. But as the late political scientist Samuel Huntington observed in 1996, the tools that keep authoritarian regimes in power -- such as censorship, repression, and corruption -- naturally stifle innovation and economic dynamism.

As I show in my book Autocracy 2.0, China's leaders found a way around this "king's dilemma". Crafting a model I call "smart authoritarianism", China has blended a novel approach to political control with selective economic openness, building on lessons from high-tech, authoritarian Singapore.

Eschewing heavy-handed repression, the Communist Party of China (CPC) pioneered diverse and subtle techniques of information control, which scholar Tony Zirui Yang argues "normalised" censorship and "desensitised" the Chinese people to it. Instead of truncheons and guns, China's leaders use digital tools like AI, facial recognition, and other biometric data collection to detect, monitor, and preempt dissent.

Meanwhile, China's government has pursued a selective opening of certain areas of the economy and invested heavily in expanding the country's innovative capacity, such as by funding research and development and promoting human capital formation. Over the last decade, China has drastically improved the quality of its higher education and built a massive high-tech workforce.

China produces the most science and engineering doctoral graduates worldwide. The majority of engineers at DeepSeek, which stunned the world in 2023 with its open-source AI model, were trained in China.

Chinese firms now lead several high-tech sectors. China possesses more than 80% of the world's solar manufacturing capability. Chinese firms lead the electric-vehicle and EV-battery industries, and in 2023, China surpassed Japan to become the world's largest automobile exporter.

China remains a one-party state that disappears dissidents and censors ideas, yet it has vaulted past Japan, Germany, and France to become the world's tenth most-innovative economy in the latest Global Innovation Index. China ranks among (or above) the world's top innovators, including South Korea, on metrics like number of patents, production of widely cited science and technology research, and high-value manufacturing.

Some observers believe intensifying repression under President Xi Jinping will erode China's innovative capacity, pointing to his crackdown on the tech sector, which began in 2020. But smart authoritarianism is not about maximising growth; it is about balancing economic objectives with the imperative of regime survival. For example, China's government has eased up considerably on the tech sector since 2023.

To be clear, acknowledging that smart authoritarians can innovate does not mean that they are better equipped to do so than their democratic counterparts. Democratic countries still boast universities that attract the world's brightest minds, firms that work at and push forward the technological frontier, and transnational networks that foster and facilitate innovation. In 2020, democracies were the first to develop the vaccines that offered the world a way out of the Covid-19 pandemic. They are more than capable of competing with China.

But Western democracies can no longer dismiss China's innovative potential -- or the dangers it implies. As a superpower, China poses an increasingly potent military threat to Taiwan and to America's future strategic influence in East Asia. Not only does a successful China provide an appealing model for other smart authoritarians, such as in Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates; its government also directly supports dictators by sharing new technologies and strategies of repression.

Mr Xi recently declared, "No force can stop China's scientific and technological development!" Whether this is true remains to be seen, but one thing is certain: Western democracies cannot simply assume that they will come out on top. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Jennifer Lind is Associate Professor of Government at Dartmouth College, Associate Fellow at Chatham House, and the author of 'Autocracy 2.0: How China's Rise Reinvented Tyranny' (Cornell University Press, 2025).
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																A youth delegate from an indigenous tribe in Brazil said something at COP30 that made my brow rise the first time I heard it: everyone is closer to being displaced than becoming a billionaire. I understood the sentence, but it didn't sink in. Not the way it does now, watching what is happening in Thailand.
Many people in Bangkok still believe climate disasters happen to "other people". And yet these same people repost updates, donate to relief, criticise the government, and talk about structural change. But I wonder if we truly understand the scale of what is unfolding. We act like observers helping "them", without realising this is not about "them." It is about us.

The situation in Hat Yai is knocking on our door. This is not "just another flood." It is not normal. It is climate. I work in climate and mobility, so I watch these events with a mix of professional dread and personal disbelief. I am safe at home. But that safety is thinner than it feels, and it should not require a climate degree to understand that.

I grew up thinking disasters happened to other people. In school in the Asoke area, we took off our shoes and walked through floodwater like it was part of the day. Even the 2011 floods felt like an extra month at home. Only later did I realise how much privilege shaped those memories. Privilege made disasters feel distant. It made us the ones sharing updates and fundraising links, not the ones needing help. Middle-class comfort gave us the illusion that climate impacts would always stay "somewhere else".

But climate vulnerability has never worked that way. It is shaped by three things: exposure (how much you're in harm's way), sensitivity (how badly you're hit), and adaptive capacity (how well you can cope or recover). I am not a billionaire, but my adaptive capacity and the people around me have always been strong enough that disasters felt far "from us".

That illusion is breaking. Exposure has grown so wide that it barely matters where you live or how prepared you think you are. At this point, you might need to be a billionaire to feel insulated, and even that insulation is looking shaky. The idea that middle-class comfort can protect us no longer holds.

Floods used to come every year, and they became routine. Politicians put on boots, posed with relief workers, promised compensation, and then we moved on. For those of us who were lucky, it never crossed our minds that one day we might be the ones wading through brown water.

Yet even among climate-aware groups, there is a gap between knowing something must change and understanding how much must change. It is not ignorance. It is scale. Most of us have never imagined Thailand rebuilt around resilience rather than growth. We have never imagined climate justice as something that applies to us. But that is exactly where we are now.

Climate justice is no longer an abstract term used in UN negotiations. It is the framework we need to understand why Thailand must invest for the long term: stronger building codes, resilient infrastructure, redesigned cities, nature-based solutions, and adaptation plans with real legal and budget mandates. This is not about faster compensation. It is about rewriting the priorities of the state.

Thailand needs to make resilience the centre of national planning. Economic growth will not save us. Even from a growth perspective, acting on climate now is the smarter choice. The economic model we rely on cannot survive planetary tipping points, thresholds that trigger irreversible damage once crossed. Growth collapses when food systems fail, when cities flood, when supply chains break. The flooding in Hat Yai and similar events across the region show we cannot keep living by the logic of the old world.

The middle class has a critical role. We have the privilege and access to demand more than a crisis response. We can ask for structural transformation that feels uncomfortable because it means letting go of the stories we grew up with: work hard, rise socially, build wealth, and you'll be safe. That was a promise from a world that no longer exists.

Maybe cultural beliefs play a role. Maybe it's our Buddhist idea of karma, this sense that good or bad outcomes are predetermined, and that all we can do now is accept them. But that logic breaks down with climate change. If karma worked that way, its weight should fall on those who emit the most, those who knowingly pollute and profit. Yet they are not the ones paying. Countries like ours are. And this is why Thailand must think beyond borders and beyond election cycles. Climate change does not care which party is in power. It moves faster than any political timeline we operate on. Climate change is no longer "out there." It is here. Countries are sinking. People are migrating. Food systems are stressed. Diseases are spreading. What scientists expected in 2050 is unfolding now. Southeast Asia is not seeing early warnings. We are inside the crisis.

Hat Yai proves again that no one is safe. You can be displaced in a single night, even if you live in a modern suburban home. As exposure grows, the adaptive capacity that once made us think "it won't be us" will not be enough. Bangkok is sinking. We do not need more malls and towers pretending we can grow our way out of this. We need leadership that understands resilience. We need to treat climate as survival. For those of us with privilege and time, maybe we shift our goals, from "get rich" to "get ready". Everyone is closer to being displaced than becoming rich. The sooner we accept that, the sooner we can act like a country determined to survive.

Thunpicha Greigarn is a climate and human rights practitioner at the Raoul Wallenberg Institute and a youth climate delegate for Thailand at COP30. The views expressed here are her own.
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																The UN Security Council has approved a landmark American-sponsored resolution which just may give long suffering Gaza its final chance for peace and reconstruction. The US resolution enshrines Washington's 20-point plan for Gaza; the current ceasefire, the establishment of a Board of Peace and backs the creation and deployment of an international stabilisation force for the war-ravished territory. There were 13 votes for, none against, and two abstentions, Russia and China.
Even its most persistent political critics conceded this was a big win for the Trump administration's tireless Middle-East diplomacy. Moreover marshalling the US drafted resolution through the political maze of the long deadlocked 15-member Security Council was a feat of masterful diplomacy by the new US ambassador to the UN, Mike Waltz.

While France and Britain supported the American effort, there was a lurking threat from other veto holders such as Russia and China. Though there was a credible threat of a Russian veto, in the end both Moscow and Beijing abstained thus clearing the path for passage. American Council allies such as Denmark, Greece, Panama, Slovenia, and South Korea, backed the resolution too. Other countries such as Algeria, long a supporter of radical Palestinian movements, joined in at the end, as did Pakistan and Somalia.

US Ambassador Waltz stated clearly: "For two agonising years, Gaza, home to over two million souls, has been a crucible of conflict, a hell on earth, where Hamas' brutality and terror met Israel's fierce response, leaving rubble where schools once stood and graves where playgrounds thrived ... hope flickers like a candle in a storm."

He exclaimed, "we stand at a crossroads. Today, we have the power to douse the flames and light a path to peace."

Though the Palestinian Authority stated it's fully ready to cooperate with the Trump administration and ensure the implementation of the peace plan, the terrorist Hamas movement, the instigators of the Oct 7, 2023 attack, predictably rejected the resolution, arguing it "imposes an international guardianship mechanism on the Gaza Strip".

Yet, many strong supporters of the Palestinian cause, such as Malaysia, said the resolution is "an important step in the right direction". Other Muslim states such as Egypt, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Jordan, Turkiye, Pakistan, and Indonesia worked closely with the US on the plan. The Security Council voted authorising a Board of Peace and an International Stabilisation Force in Gaza, as outlined by the US' "Comprehensive Plan to End the Gaza Conflict." The plan's first phase established a fragile ceasefire, the release of hostages and detainees, a partial withdrawal of the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) and increased flow of humanitarian aid.

The second phase, according to the resolution, calls for Hamas to disarm, further Israeli withdrawals, and the creation of an interim technocratic government under the Board of Peace before eventual Palestinian Authority control. The Board of Peace has extensive legal and administrative and reconstruction authority in the small territory. The World Bank shall play a major role in financing reconstruction.

Significantly the plan envisions a multinational 20,000-troop enforcement mission by 2026. The operation will not include any US forces nor is this a formal UN peacekeeping mission.

Ambassador Waltz added: "The resolution authorises the International Stabilisation Force, a strong coalition of peacekeepers, from Muslim-majority nations like Indonesia, Azerbaijan, and others, to deploy under a unified command."

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, praised the resolution as "an important step in the consolidation of the ceasefire.... It is essential now to translate the diplomatic momentum into concrete and urgently needed steps on the ground."

Naturally the devil is in the details. As with most such endeavours, the key remains actual implementation as seasoned observers stressed. Resolution #2803, only three pages long, packs a powerful message for peace and reconciliation.

Russia's ambassador, Vasily Nebenzya, claimed the council was in essence, "giving its blessing to a US initiative on the basis of Washington's promises", and argued the resolution fails to create the proper groundwork for a Palestinian "Two State Solution." Following the vote Ambassador Waltz stated, "Thank you for joining us in charting a new course in the Middle East, for Israelis and Palestinians and all the people of the region alike."
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																Two decades after globalisation fuelled a global economic boom, growth has shifted onto a more subdued path, where it is likely to remain for the foreseeable future. Beyond the immediate shock of fragmenting trade and investment ties -- a result of rising geopolitical tensions, particularly between the United States and China -- lie structural headwinds, including population ageing, stagnant productivity, and the growing costs of inequality and natural disaster. These challenges strike at the heart of Asia's growth model.
Not only is fragmentation causing Asia's export-oriented growth engine to sputter, but rapid population ageing is tightening the labour supply and compounding fiscal pressures across the region. The share of people aged 65 and above in Asia will nearly double by mid-century, from 9.8% in 2023 to 18.6% by 2050. Japan and South Korea are already "super-aged" societies, with more than 20% of the population aged 65 or older, and China's population has begun to decline. India and some Southeast Asian economies still enjoy a demographic dividend, but that window is closing quickly.

But demographics need not be destiny. Using new digital technologies -- and, in particular, AI -- Asia can invigorate productivity growth, ease labour shortages, and extend people's working lives. After all, like electricity and the internet, AI is a general-purpose technology with the potential to transform production, services, and innovation.

But, while early evidence indicates that AI can improve worker productivity, enable the automation of a growing range of tasks, and spur the creation of new products and services, the technology's broader macroeconomic impact remains uncertain. Some analyses suggest that AI could raise global productivity growth by 0.8-1.3 percentage points annually over the next decade, while others offer more conservative estimates.

Moreover, gains from AI are likely to be concentrated among a few leading firms and sectors at first. Broader productivity gains often take time to emerge, and productivity might even decline in the short term, as firms bear the high costs of adoption, training, and integration -- a pattern known as the "productivity J-curve."

As with previous technological revolutions, AI's impact will ultimately depend on countries' capacity to absorb and apply it effectively. For now, this capacity varies widely across Asia. According to the IMF's AI Preparedness Index, advanced economies, such as Australia, Japan, and Singapore, rank above their peers elsewhere, based on indicators like digital infrastructure, economic integration, regulation, and labour-market policies. The region's large emerging economies, including China, India, and Indonesia, also perform better than their peers. But low-income economies, like Bangladesh and Cambodia, are lagging.

Given the speed and scale of the transition ahead and the gathering growth headwinds, all Asian economies should be working to strengthen their ability to harness AI. To understand what must be done, it is worth revisiting the Nobel Prize-winning research of Philippe Aghion, Peter Howitt, and Joel Mokyr. Mr Aghion and Mr Howitt formalised Joseph Schumpeter's idea of creative destruction -- the process by which new technologies replace old ones -- while Mr Mokyr, drawing on history, found that lasting progress also requires openness to new ideas and a commitment to scientific inquiry. Together, they show that sustained prosperity depends on continuous technological progress supported by an enabling culture and institutional framework.

For Asian countries, the lesson is two-fold. First, they must foster the skills people need to make use of AI. Investment in digital literacy and STEM education (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) can help to prepare people for the transformation ahead, while lifelong-learning and reskilling programs can smooth the adjustment for those already in the workforce. With AI enabling the automation of a growing range of routine and complex tasks, complementary technical, digital, and social skills are essential.

Such programmes should be accessible, and complemented by strengthened social-protection systems and structural reforms that reduce labour-market dualism, ensuring good, secure jobs remain available. Otherwise, job polarisation and income disparities could widen, and growth will become more imbalanced and less resilient.

Beyond fostering the skills people need to make use of AI, Asian governments must make it possible for people to apply those skills creatively. This means investing in research and development, building reliable and accessible digital infrastructure and secure data systems, and designing regulatory frameworks that ensure ethical AI use. Open competition, cross-border research collaboration, and greater access to finance for startups can then ensure innovation is not confined to a few firms or countries. Such inclusion is vital: progress demands new ideas and young firms have the tools and opportunities to challenge incumbents.

If AI adoption is limited to a few frontier economies or sectors, technology gaps would widen, with far-reaching economic, social, and political consequences. But if Asia uses human creativity and AI tools effectively, it can build resilient, innovative, and inclusive economies capable of overcoming current challenges and unlocking new sources of growth. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Lee Jong-Wha, Professor of Economics at Korea University, is a former chief economist at the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and a former senior adviser for international economic affairs to the president of South Korea.
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																A recent court ruling against Senator Thanakorn Thavornchinachote for stealing from victims of a fatal car accident in Chachoengsao is a disgrace not only for the Upper House but also for the Election Commission (EC).
In its Nov 21 verdict, the Chachoengsao Court sentenced Mr Thanakorn and another culprit to six years in prison after finding they had pretended to help victims on the night of May 31, 2021, before taking valuables worth more than two million baht.

The court reduced the sentence to four years without suspension. Both defendants were released on bail of 100,000 baht.

As the case nears conclusion, it is troubling that the Upper House -- particularly those responsible for ethical standards -- has taken no action against Mr Thanakorn. Its silence speaks volumes about double standards when compared with the case of Senator Nantana Nantavaropas.

In her case, the Senate's ethics panel targeted Ms Nantana for referencing the profession of fellow senator Daeng Kongma while criticising the selection process for the political development panel last year. Mr Daeng, a pork seller, filed a defamation complaint with Dusit Court. The court ruled in her favour, finding that she merely cited his factual occupation without insulting or defaming him.

In stark contrast, the Senate's ethics committee ruled on Oct 28 that Ms Nantana had breached ethical standards, saying her remarks disrespected human dignity.

In what appeared to be an overreaction, 130 senators found her guilty of a serious ethical offence and referred the case to the National Anti-Corruption Commission with an intention to remove her.

The Upper House's inaction is even more disappointing given that Mr Thanakorn is no stranger to misconduct allegations. Earlier this year, a female expert filed a sexual harassment complaint against him, yet the Senate has dragged its feet on the probe.

More worrying is what the Thanakorn case reveals about flaws in the EC's screening process. How was he allowed to run in last year's Senate election despite having a criminal record?

Analysts have long criticised the EC for its poor judgment regarding candidates' qualifications -- including cases in which individuals with questionable professional backgrounds were approved and even won seats.

There are already numerous examples of disqualifications. But accepting a candidate with a criminal record is a step too far.

Given the timeline, judicial proceedings against Mr Thanakorn must have already been under way when he applied for the Senate race. The agency must therefore explain how this was allowed to happen -- and it owes the public an apology.

Controversies surrounding the Senate -- including allegations of poll-rigging and collusion -- have fuelled deep public distrust of the institution.

The Upper House must correct its course: it should withdraw the charge against Ms Nantana and, in Mr Thanakorn's case, meet public expectations by expediting its investigation. If it fails to act, the institution will face a costly lesson for its inaction.
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									VAT hikes alone won't narrow deficit								
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																This article is not meant to attack Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas's Medium-Term Fiscal Framework (MTFF) for the fiscal years from 2026 to 2030. It is meant to emphasise the fragility of a Thai fiscal position that requires multiple revenue enhancement measures.
The framework is much talked about because it includes a value-added tax (VAT) hike from 7% to 8.5% in the 2028 fiscal year starting in October 2027, and another hike to 10% in 2030. But VAT increases do not seem to be enough to narrow fiscal deficits to the required level of below 3% of gross domestic product (GDP). Another tax increase measure is required for 2029.

My guess from the size of the revenue increase in 2029, it is likely to be a petrol tax hike of 2 baht per litre, bringing in additional revenue of 87 billion baht. If my guessing is incorrect, the government should explain why fiscal revenue is projected to rise by 4.1%

Please look at the Table and notice the revenue growth for 2028, 2029 and 2030.

The MTFF is nothing new. It is required by Section 15 of the State Fiscal and Financial Discipline Act. I have a copy of former prime minister's Srettha Thavisin's MTFF for 2024-28. His plan would also have reduced the fiscal deficit to below 3.0% of GDP but he was able to maintain the ratio of public debt to GDP at below 65% of GDP throughout the plan. There was no need for any kind of tax hike as economic growth was strong. The Pheu Thai-led government boasted that GDP growth would be as high as 5%. Of course, the actual outcome was different as night and day.

I have high hopes for Finance Minister Ekniti's fiscal plan. My hope is that he will do the right thing in correcting the fiscal imbalance, which is a sore spot in the economy highlighted by credit rating agencies and the IMF. That right thing means curbing excessive and unnecessary expenses.

To my disappointment, the new expense budget expands about 1% per year -- not contracting. Therefore, the only way to narrow the deficit is to raise taxes. Wait until the public learns that the revenue enhancement schemes include not only VAT increases but also include a gasoline tax hike.

The new framework fails to address the over-expenditure in Thai fiscal budgets. Thailand had three major rounds of fiscal stimuluses. This should have been a one-time action to perk up the economy. After finishing a job, the expense budget should have been deflated back to the normal level.

The first stimulus occurred in 2020 when the economy needed money to mend economic damages caused by Covid. A one-trillion-baht Emergency Borrowing Decree was enacted, causing government spending to rise by 13.1% in that fiscal year. Nobody would dispute that such extra-spending was necessary. But the ballooned 2020 spending should not have been used as the "base" for subsequent fiscal budgets.

Former prime minister Prayut Chan-o-cha, made small corrections and lowered the budget slightly for 2021 and 2022. This partial correction, not full correction, caused the 2022 expense budget to be 8% higher than in the pre-Covid era.

[image: ]

The reason may be that the Thai economy did not fully recover from the Covid-19 damage and needed a high level of government spending for a couple more years. Fair enough.

The cost of support is not free. The cost of public support for the economy was evident in the 20% jump of public debt to GDP from 41% at the end of 2019 (Pre-Covid) to 61% at the end of 2022 (Post-Covid).

The public debt limit was originally capped at 60% of GDP, but was raised to 70% of GDP to accommodate the support. With larger room for borrowing, the Thai economy was then addicted to government support and reluctant to stand on its own feet like many other economies.

Vietnam's economic growth was fully restored to 8.5% in 2022, as if Covid never happened. The Thai economy acted like a crybaby, begging for more support.

The second big stimulus package came from the Pheu Thai government in 2024 under the 10,000-baht cash handout scheme. Some 145 billion baht was dispersed, resulting in public debt to GDP rising further to 64% by the end of 2024.

The Bhumjaithai government has continued the tradition of spend and borrow in 2026 as public debt is projected to rise further to 68.2% of GDP as shown in the table.

Of course, excuses could be made that the 2026 budget was a legacy of the Pheu Thai government who prepared an excessive spending budget for the 3rd phase of the 10,000 baht cash handout.

Surely, PM Anutin can spend money more prudently. But why would he want to reduce his popularity? With the excuse that fourth-quarter 2025 growth would be too low without government cash handout schemes, the Half-Half Plus programme emerged.

If I were assigned to draft an MTFF, the first thing I would not do is find more revenue, but would lower expenses. First, the "stimulus" expenses craftily put in post-Covid budgets that caused the national public debt to GDP to explode from 41.4% in 2020 to current level of 65% must be curtailed. That means no more sweet and popular cash handout schemes.

The second issue is to cut personnel expenses. The expense budget in the personnel category is 42% of the total expense budget which is more than double the global average of 19%. The ratio was 38% in 2013 and rose to 42% a decade later.

How could they allow personnel costs to increase faster than the overall budget? It should be the opposite as technology would replace costly government employees. I have heard that the new MTFF makes room for a 4% rise is personnel costs annually. Is this a fiscal framework drafted by government employees for government employees?

Another observation is about the GDP growth assumption. The overblown GDP growth assumption was the main cause of Mr Srettha's MTFF failure. I will not say that the numbers are too high -- let readers be the judge of that. However, the MTFF plan is highly GDP growth sensitive and there is no room for error. When I lower the GDP growth assumption by 1.0% as in the lines with ** in the table, the framework will breach the legal debt ceiling as early as 2027. Is this a prudent plan or a high-risk one?

I have nothing against Mr Ekniti. He is bright, energetic and a dedicated minister. But his fiscal plan has many holes in it. The International Monetary Fund specifically advised Thailand to "use targeted fiscal policy and accelerate reforms". Where are those concepts in the MTFF? All I see is more of the same spend-and-borrow concepts.
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									Nepal's young protesters drive a political reset								
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																Nepal announced fresh elections to be held on March 5 next year following a week of deadly violence in September as an interim government headed by the country's Sushila Karki, the first female prime minister, takes charge.
The youth-led protests resulted in the resignation of the KP Sharma Oli government and the dissolution of parliament.

Nepal's Gen Z protests have changed the conversation and have changed the rules of power. If they succeed in channelling that energy into electoral wins, it could redefine democracy in fragile states everywhere.

Nepal's youths are challenging the established political parties. Here's the big question -- can a movement that started in online forums become a real political force? Or will it fade away in the hard work of traditional campaigning?

Nepal's young people have the energy to really shake things up. They could breathe new life into the political system. But first, they must turn their online passion into real-world action. Their success would be powerful. It could show young people everywhere that digital movements can create lasting change.

Nepal's youth are not just fighting for free speech or clean governance. They are rewiring democracy itself, demanding a system that is responsive, inclusive, and accountable. They are not merely protesting corruption or joblessness; they are etching indelible patterns across the nation's social fabric, economy and environment.

Youth unemployment is hovering around 20%, forcing thousands of youths to toil abroad as migrants, their earnings amounting to a third of Nepal's GDP while politicians' kids flaunt luxury goods on TikTok.

The protests in September were sparked by the government's draconian social media ban earlier that month, but the fuel had been building for years.

Recent protests between older parties and Gen Z youth turned into clashes, prompting curfews in several areas. At least 10 people were injured after Gen Z youths clashed with members of the ousted Prime Minister K Sharma Oli's party.

One of the biggest parties, the Communist Party of Nepal or Unified Marxist-Leninist (UML), has been organising protests across Nepal demanding reinstatement of the dissolved parliament, while Gen Z youths are demanding accountability over the alleged mass killing of protesters on Sept 9.

There are also concerns about security arrangements for the upcoming election, as hundreds of inmates remain at large.

Meanwhile, the youth movement itself is starting to split. Many new parties are forming. This could divide their vote and weaken their power. There's also a big challenge moving from online action to the real world. Arguing on Discord is not the same as knocking on doors, building alliances, and raising money.

Gen Z parties should formalise leadership through online referendums to maintain inclusivity. They could form broad coalitions around core issues like anti-corruption laws and job creation.

They should move beyond slogans to actionable plans, like leveraging Nepal's hydropower potential for jobs or reforming education.

Hybrid campaigns like blending social media with community forums could bridge digital divides. They should foster dialogue with elders and old parties. The interim PM's recent talks with Gen Z and old parties are a great initiative; youths should expand them into national reconciliation forums to move the country forward.

Established parties argue that governance requires experience. Not all Gen Z demands are feasible.

Yet Nepal's youth deserve everyone's faith. Their revolution reminds us that democracy thrives on renewal. If Gen Z succeeds, it won't just empower Nepal; it will inspire a world weary of stale politics.

Barbim Karki is a businessman based in Kathmandu, Nepal. He is the author of two novels, 'Mayur Albatross' and 'Osin Fisher', and he is a contributor to The Independent, Nikkei Asia, The Globe and Mail, The Hill, South China Morning Post, The Japan Times, The Straits Times, among others. He can be contacted at brabim7@gmail.com.
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																Untold numbers of flood victims in Songkhla province have been stranded in their flood-hit homes waiting for evacuation since the weekend.
The Anutin government on Tuesday opened its "war room" to command flood management and rescue operations four days after severe flooding hit the southern border province.

Meanwhile, journalists remain perplexed by the unclear duties and chain of command. There's a lot of confusion.

Is the war room to be led by Deputy Prime Minister and Agriculture Minister Capt Thamanat Prompow, who was appointed on Monday to head the Centre of Water Management during natural disasters?

Or will the chief be Gen Ukrit Boontanont, head of the Defence Forces? (The cabinet appointed Gen Ukrit on Tuesday to head a centre to handle flood rescue operations in Songkhla.)

Make no mistake, confusion and management issues are inevitable in any disaster management. But what is happening in Songkhla shows the institutional failure at fundamental levels and a lack of preparedness.

Indeed, the country has sufficient laws, such as the Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Act 2007, that give authorities the power to order and penalise violations.

Thailand also has the National Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Plan of Thailand (2021-2027), which outlines the country's framework for managing disaster risks in an era of rapid global change.

The government also does not lack agencies to handle flood and natural disaster management. The Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation under the Interior Ministry has sufficient well-trained staff, laws to work on the frontline, and a training programme for local communities to conduct their own basic rescue operations.

Then there is the Office of the National Water Resources, which was established to manage water resources, including flood prediction and drainage.

The country has regulations and a playbook that prescribe steps to address natural disasters, with the prime minister as head of the national committee, and plenty of data centres, satellite images, and know-how to make realistic predictions.

But such resources and policies are not being translated into action in Songkhla. While climate change and mercurial weather patterns are to blame, the Anutin government cannot escape responsibility for its lack of urgency. Instead of kicking off by opening a single command centre earlier, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul nonchalantly cooked instant noodles to serve to attendants as he visited flood-affected Songkhla over the weekend, while flood victims were stranded in their homes.

The government now has a small window to improve the situation.

First, it needs to clear up public confusion about what its actual war room is and who its CEO is. Second, it needs to ensure clear communication by holding official press conferences and establishing a hotline or single point for the public to send and receive information. Now, the public is relying on social media to communicate and get information. Third, the war room needs to bring all expertise and resources together in one place and deploy them systematically.

Without good management and improved communication, the government should be careful it does not get flushed out in the upcoming general election.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3144455/songkhla-flood-chaos



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Opinion
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Leisure
          
        

      

      Travel

      
        
          	
            Opinion
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Leisure
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Travel
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Entertainment
          
        

      

      Leisure

      
        
          	
            Travel
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Entertainment
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Leisure
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Auto
          
        

      

      Entertainment

      
        
          	
            Leisure
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Auto
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Life
          
        

      

      Auto

      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Life
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Auto
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Tech
          
        

      

      Life

      
        True-crimedoc is as confusingas the deaths
        How does a young man's dramatic story of survival at sea transform into an accusation that he murdered two members of his wealthy New England family?

      

      
        Let's write
        Taking "sell me this pen" to hilarious heights, Montblanc's latest brand campaign, directed by filmmaker Wes Anderson, currently clocks over 13 million views on YouTube.

      

      
        The rise of the matcha bro: Bangkok's soft masculinity moment
        There's a running joke that you can now identify a certain type of Bangkok man by three items: a tote bag, a matcha, and a relaxed-fit pair of trousers. It's a meme, but like most memes, it's funny because it's true. Something about the city's male energy has softened -- not in a humiliating way, but in a way that feels intentional, self-aware, and a little...

      

      
        Thailand gets second three Michelin-starred restaurant
        S&uuml;hring, a modern German restaurant, has been newly promoted to three Michelin stars, becoming Thailand's second restaurant, after Sorn, to earn the honour.&nbsp;

      

      
        New movies out this week: Nov 27-Dec 3
        10 new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand.&nbsp;

      

      
        Find the perfect creative gift at Arte' Bangkok 2025
        Art lovers are invited to look for unique creations at "Arte' Bangkok 2025 x MTT: The Exclusive New Year Art Gift Festival", which will kick off tomorrow and run daily from 10am to 8pm until Sunday at L floor and 1st floor of Bangkok Art and Culture Centre, Pathumwan intersection.

      

      
        Brushstrokes of change
        Iconic works of Impressionist artists such as Claude Monet, Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Edgar Degas and Berthe Morisot are recognised by people around the world. The exhibition "Into The Modern: Impressionism From The Museum Of Fine Arts, Boston", organised by the National Gallery Singapore, is a great opportunity for art enthusiasts in Asia to view works of these artists.

      

      
        Concert marks Thai-Chinese diplomatic golden jubilee
        The Royal Bangkok Symphony Orchestra (RBSO) will perform alongside members of the China National Symphony Orchestra in a special concert titled "Harmony Beyond Borders" at the prestigious Beijing Concert Hall in China on Sunday.

      

      
        Discover the charm of Chinatown at Yao Young Yiam event
        Interested members of the public are invited to discover the enduring charm of Yaowarat, Bangkok's legendary Chinatown, during "BEM Happy Journey 2025: Yao Young Yiam", which will take place at MRT Wat Mangkon Station (Exit 1 &amp; 2), from tomorrow to Sunday, from 1pm to 8pm.

      

      
        New beds to lie in before the year-end
        It is time to rest our weary bones after a hectic 2025. To prepare for the year to come,&nbsp;Guru By Bangkok Post has compiled a list of a few of the new beds you can lie in before the year ends.&nbsp;
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									True-crimedoc is as confusingas the deaths

									
								

									How does a young man's dramatic story of survival at sea transform into an accusation that he murdered two members of his wealthy New England family?
									That is the question at the centre of The Carman Family Deaths, Netflix's latest true-crime documentary -- one built on grief, wealth, suspicion and the painful fractures of a family that never recovered.

Friends and relatives recall long-standing tensions and divided loyalties, but what emerges is a case where compelling narratives overshadow clarity, and where the truth still feels maddeningly out of reach.

Have you heard of the Carman family deaths? This documentary is a twisty, sometimes bewildering story full of doubt, assumptions and the lingering possibility of a miscarriage of justice -- wrapped in layers of dysfunction and extraordinary greed. Not exactly uplifting, I know. What makes it especially frustrating to watch isn't simply the presumptive nature of the police investigation, but the way the documentary itself is assembled. For a case this complicated, the film offers an unexpectedly shallow level of insight, leaving the viewer with more questions than answers.

[image: Nathan Carman and his grandfather John Chakalos. Photos (c) NETFLIX]
Nathan Carman and his grandfather John Chakalos. 




The central events surround an extremely wealthy family in which Linda Carman, one of four sisters from a multimillion-dollar lineage, vanished during a fishing trip with her autistic son Nathan. From the very beginning, both police and armchair detectives zero in on Nathan. His regimented, somewhat flat explanations during interviews -- given after he alone survived being stranded at sea while his mother disappeared -- immediately made him the focus of suspicion.

Nathan's aunts, Linda's sisters, also believe he is responsible, even though only one of them appears in the on-camera interviews. And then, layered atop the suspicions surrounding Linda's disappearance, investigators and family members alike begin suggesting that Nathan may have been involved in the earlier death of his grandfather.

Now, don't misunderstand me. I'm not saying the kid is innocent simply because he's autistic, or because multiple entities chose to single him out while ignoring alternative possibilities. Nathan may very well be culpable -- nobody except those involved knows for certain.

What frustrates me is the documentary's failure to ask or include the necessary follow-up questions that would help viewers understand the context of the accusations. It's as though the filmmakers stepped back at the very moments they needed to press forward.

For example, we see extended clips from Nathan's video depositions, where he answers questions about both his mother's disappearance and his grandfather's death. But the footage is chopped to pieces, presented in such selective fragments that significant stretches of questions and answers appear missing.

Obvious follow-up questions -- many of which would help clarify timelines, emotional reactions or actions taken -- simply aren't there. Instead of a coherent sequence, we get fragments that prevent us from forming a complete understanding. Without those bridges, viewers are left assembling the story from scattered puzzle pieces.

Another major issue lies in the film's narrative tone. On the surface, the documentary appears to maintain an impartial stance -- avoiding direct challenge, confrontation or probing questions during interviews. But as the story unfolds, the narrative tilts noticeably towards the perspectives of prosecutors, Coast Guard investigators, the FBI and even the media.

Whether intentional or not, the film begins mirroring the tunnel vision of law enforcement, which had long fixated on Nathan as the only plausible suspect, despite lacking substantive evidence.

Yet, when the documentary allows us glimpses into Nathan's relationships with his mother and grandfather -- especially during earlier years -- the picture is far more complicated. He was active, present and loving with both of them. These recollections create emotional counterpoints that the film never fully explores.

To its credit, the documentary does portray the grandfather as a deeply abusive figure -- emotionally and at times physically cruel to his family. His business ties were not always clean, and several people in his orbit had legitimate reasons to resent or fear him.

These accounts open the door to numerous alternative motives and scenarios. And once again, I found myself wondering why the filmmakers didn't press the FBI or other investigators harder on why these other possibilities weren't given equal weight.

One thing I appreciated is that the story is told in a single, contained film rather than stretched into multi-episode padding. The narrative flows smoothly, presented chronologically in a way that makes it easy to follow -- though, ironically, this clarity makes the investigative flaws more glaring. When laid out in a linear fashion, the leaps in logic and assumptions become painfully obvious.

What struck me most, however, is how emotionally distant the documentary feels. This is a profoundly tragic story: a mother lost at sea, a fractured family, a grandson accused of horrific crimes, and a legacy of trauma from abuse, neglect and long-standing wounds. Yet the heartbreak never really translates onscreen.

I believe this stems from the cold, clinical approach that law enforcement took with Nathan -- an approach that seems rooted in their expectations of emotional expression. Because Nathan didn't communicate the way they thought a grieving son should, suspicion hardened. The film doesn't consider, or at least doesn't show, the possibility that investigators might have misinterpreted his neurodivergent responses.

Visually, the production is polished: crisp interviews, tasteful lighting and a clean aesthetic. But the slickness sometimes makes the interviewees appear oddly artificial or distanced from the harshness of the story. The case itself is undeniably compelling -- full of mystery, doubt and conflicting narratives -- but much of the tension exists outside what the documentary actually examines.

Ultimately, I wish The Carman Family Deaths had delivered a more well-rounded exploration rather than one that feels incomplete. By omitting key testimonies or failing to push deeper into the inconsistencies in the investigation, it leaves the viewer suspended between too many unanswered questions.


	The Carman Family Deaths

	Starring Mike Sarraille, Nathan Carman, Martin Minnella

	Directed by

	Yon Motskin

	Now streaming on Netflix
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									Let's write

									Elite Life talks to Montblanc's South Asia president Jean-Sebastien Gerondeau about  the brand's latest Wes Anderson film campaign and the future writing landscape
								

									Taking "sell me this pen" to hilarious heights, Montblanc's latest brand campaign, directed by filmmaker Wes Anderson, currently clocks over 13 million views on YouTube.
									The three-minute film, set against windswept snowcaps, a (fake) train carriage and occasional blasts of Darude's Sandstorm, was globally launched in June and saw a celebration dinner in Bangkok earlier this month at Nai Lert Park.

For those who have not seen any of the campaign, make sure to check out the first film, which aired last year.

This creative collaboration between the German luxury maison and American auteur first started in 2024 to mark the 100th anniversary of the Meisterstuck pen -- a writer's dream the brand is best known for.

[image: Despite being crafted in grain leather, the Companion Backpack is lightweight and versatile.]
Despite being crafted in grain leather, the Companion Backpack is lightweight and versatile.




In this second instalment of the film, a deadpan Wes Anderson, Rupert Friend and Michael Cera continue to not-so-subtly sell you writing instruments, leather goods and timepieces. It's a meisterstuck of a commercial -- one where you're actually happy to sit through self-referential brand themes and direct-sale handbag showcases.

"There is a special tone to his movies, be it the writing, effects, colours or images that make him so original and different from other film directors," said Jean-Sebastien Gerondeau, president of Montblanc South Asia, right before the train-themed dinner commenced.

Going on to explain why Anderson was chosen to create the campaign movies as opposed to others, the president shared that Anderson's whimsical worlds were something the brand wanted to see itself in.

"This universe that he created is something we believed was interesting for Montblanc to be projected into and how he sees our brand was very interesting," Gerondeau said.

[image: Montblanc's 'Let's Write' campaign invites you to put pen to paper.]
Montblanc's 'Let's Write' campaign invites you to put pen to paper.




"Montblanc is quite a traditional brand known for the quality and functionality of its product, but what we have been trying to do in these few years is to bring more appeal and desirability to the brand. The result of the two campaigns is quite amazing and some of our clients are coming to us because of the campaign."

Be it American Express, SoftBank or H&M, whichever brand campaign that gets the Anderson touch never fails to generate buzz and delight.

This partnership, however, seems to be Anderson's most natural one yet, given his background of writing scripts and screenplays in real life.

In this collaboration with Montblanc, Anderson had also designed a limited-edition lime-green and sunshine-yellow fountain pen called The Schreiberling (The Scribbler). Bright and colour-coordinated unlike what you'd usually see from the maison, the 1,969 pieces to mark the filmmaker's birth year are already sold out, as can be expected.

[image: The autumn/winter 2025 collection.]
The autumn/winter 2025 collection.




No less intriguing, however, is the brand's new line of document cases, which were prominently featured in the short film. Crafted in Corteccia leather and embossed with the texture of a tree bark for wordsmiths on-the-go, the Writing Traveler Briefcase works like a cabinet of curiosities where a side zipped pocket can open to become a portable writing desk.

"Through the film's journey, the campaign was great for presenting our new collection of leather goods," said Gerondeau. "That amazing document case you can open on the side is something very creative from our new artistic director Marco Tomasetta.

"It's been four years now since he has redesigned the whole collection of leather goods with new materials, new kinds of refined leather, new prints, and bringing more modern shapes to Montblanc. Marco really brings colours and we have more now, but they have to fit the Montblanc style. It won't be super fashion, but we are addressing this step by step. To move a brand like this, it takes years. If you do it in one shot, you are sure to collapse."

Asked whether the emergence of the digital age has challenged the brand and waned interest in writing, Gerondeau revealed that the main change he sees, if anything, is how the average price of their writing instruments continue to go up. Limited edition pieces from high artistry collections, which cost anything from EU30,000 (about 1.1 million baht) to EU2 million, continue to be snatched up by collectors and writing aficionados.

In this day and age, Gerondeau believes the pen continues to be symbol of special occasions.

"Montblanc is really well-known among young people as a gift and celebration," he said. "You receive a pen when you pass your exams or any kind of occasion. The brand is extremely strong in its part as an act of gifting someone you love."

[image: The Writing Traveler also features a watch slot, alongside compartments for pens and notebooks.]
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At Montblanc, writing instruments are literally a luxury -- but the act of writing itself is also a luxury people yearn for in this fast-paced era.

"I believe that when you want to write something, you sit down and you put your screen away. You take time with yourself to think about something," Gerondeau said of writing's timeless draw.

"It's something deep and it's something we do less and less. When we invite people to do that in our boutiques, they really like it. What's so important is that you remember it when you write. When you type, you remember it less than when you write. Our mission [at Montblanc] is to make people write. We want to bring more than writing instruments; it's the writing culture that we really want to express."

After much frenetic chatter, blaring trance music and a pseudo train ride later, the campaign film wraps up with a peaceful, happy ending -- a sense of relief and satisfaction arrives when the cast finally settle down to quietly write.
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									The rise of the matcha bro: Bangkok's soft masculinity moment

									
								

									There's a running joke that you can now identify a certain type of Bangkok man by three items: a tote bag, a matcha, and a relaxed-fit pair of trousers. It's a meme, but like most memes, it's funny because it's true. Something about the city's male energy has softened - not in a humiliating way, but in a way that feels intentional, self-aware, and a little bit charming.
									Soft masculinity has become the unofficial uniform of Bangkok's younger men, but what's interesting is how it spread, not through reports or celebrity endorsements, but through silent discoveries and internet browsing. One guy tries a new silhouette. Another swaps his backpack for a tote. Someone posts a story of his morning matcha at 9 AM on a Wednesday, and suddenly, half the group chat is drinking the same thing. It's collective evolution via algorithm.

But beneath the humour, something genuine is happening. Bangkok's soft masculinity isn't about rejecting traditional manhood - it's about trying on new ways of being without fear of looking silly. Men are experimenting with fashion the same way they experiment with hobbies: quietly, openly, and with an online audience who reacts with encouragement rather than judgment, regardless of whether your niche is matcha or martial arts.

You can see this in the shift in confidence around clothing. Ten years ago, most men stuck to the same shirts, the same trainers, the same haircut. Now they're willing to try drapier fabrics, tucked tees, wide-leg pants, tiny silver rings, and loafers with no socks. Not because they're chasing aesthetics, but because the environment around them has changed. Bangkok feels more design-conscious, more visually literate, and more comfortable with people expressing themselves. Soft masculinity simply grew in that atmosphere like a plant placed next to a sunny window.

Matcha culture is the prime example of this - a gentle stereotype that men themselves lean into. Order a matcha at a cafe and someone might make a coy joke about the 'chaiy clean' or 'clean boy' aesthetic, but there's no sting, and the same quip may find its way onto the internet a week later to be shared to countless others. The tote bag discourse works the same way. The internet has turned tote-carrying men into a lighthearted archetype - the guy with books he hasn't finished, a nearly folded jacket, and a mysterious ability to make cotton canvas look poetic. It's obviously exaggerated, but it also signals a real shift: men embracing function and 'softer' silhouettes without fearing if it's a choice they're allowed to make. 

Such micro-shifts aren't trivial. They show men becoming more open to experimentation and subtle self-care. The city seems to also be shaping them in return. Bangkok can be visually loud, but at its core, it's emotionally soft. It has always been able to accept people as they are, and rewards people who can balance multitudes - who carry themselves lightly through our city's crowded streets. Soft masculinity fits that rhythm. 

What makes this moment interesting is how little resistance there is. The softness is nto seen as a threat or statement; it simply exists. Men joke about it, participate in it, remix it. They send each other 'chaiy minimal' memes, rate each other's outfits in groupchats, and tease each other for buying scented candles before asking where to get the same ones. Softness becomes a shared language, not a private insecurity.

Perhaps that's the real shift. Soft masculinity in Bangkok isn't about the 'erosion' of masculinity. It's about widening the range of what masculinity can hold - humour, gentleness, texture, taste, care. It's about men not taking themselves too seriously while still taking themselves seriously enough to choose things that bring ease. Today, men have a new way of moving through Bangkok with a bit more lightness - tote bag in hand, matcha in the other.
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									Thailand gets second three Michelin-starred restaurant

									10 new Michelin stars awarded at Michelin 2026 ceremony
								

									Suhring, a modern German restaurant, has been newly promoted to three Michelin stars, becoming Thailand's second restaurant, after Sorn, to earn the honour. 
									[image: ]

The 2026 Michelin list also welcomed two restaurants newly promoted to two Michelin stars, along with three new and four promoted restaurants awarded one star. 

This year also marked the debut of a new special award, the "Michelin Guide Mentor Chef Award", honouring chefs dedicated to nurturing the next generation of culinary talent, and it went to David Thompson of the Michelin-starred Aksorn. 

Goat, a contemporary Thai restaurant, joins the Michelin Green Star community, bringing the total number of restaurants recognised for mindful practices to five. 

[image: ]

Anne-Sophie Pic at Le Normandie and Inddee were both awarded two stars. 

Of the seven new one-Michelin-star entries, three newcomers have been added, with four being promoted from Michelin Selected. Bo.lan, Cannubi by Umberto Bombana, Etcha, Gaggan, Juksunchae, Nusara, led by Chef Thitid "Ton" Tassanakajohn, who is the only chef with two Michelin-starred restaurants in Thailand, and Sushi Saito. 

[image: ]

The Michelin Guide Young Chef Award went to Suwijak "Mon" Kunghae, of Royd in Phuket. The Opening of the Year Award went to Margo from chef Wilfrid Hocquet.   

The Michelin Guide Service Award was given to Arsen Brahaj, restaurant manager at Aulis in Phang-Nga.
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									New movies out this week: Nov 27-Dec 3

									'Zootopia 2' embraces biodiversity with new non-mammal characters
								

									10 new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand. 
									[image: ]

Dreams

Directed by Michel Franco.

Who's in it? 

Isaac Hernandez, Eduardo Gonzalez and Hugo Costa Ramos.

What's it about? 

Romance blossoms between a wealthy socialite and a Mexican ballet dancer, intertwining their contrasting lives and cultures.

Why watch it?

The film had its world premiere in the main competition of the 75th Berlin International Film Festival on 15 February 2025, where it was nominated for the Golden Bear.

[image: ]

Anniversary

Directed by Jan Komasa.

Who's in it? 

Diane Lane, Kyle Chandler and Madeline Brewer.

What's it about? 

A provocative thriller about a very close-knit family that is torn apart as a new movement "The Change" envelops the country.

Why watch it? 

This is the third collaboration between Dylan O'Brien and Zoey Deutch after The Outfit (2022) and Not Okay (2022).

[image: ]

Zootopia 2

Directed by Jared Bush and Byron Howard.

Who's in it?

The voices of Ginnifer Goodwin, Jason Bateman and Ke Huy Quan.

What's it about? 

Brave rabbit cop Judy Hopps and her friend, the fox Nick Wilde, team up again to crack a new case, the most perilous and intricate of their careers.

Why watch it? 

The first film in the franchise to feature birds, reptiles, amphibians, primates and marine animals, expanding beyond the all-mammal cast of the original.

[image: ]

Keeper

Directed by Osgood Perkins.

Who's in it? 

Tatiana Maslany, Rossif Sutherland and Claire Friesen.

What's it about? 

A romantic anniversary trip to a secluded cabin turns sinister when a dark presence reveals itself, forcing a couple to confront the property's haunting past.

Why watch it?

A teaser trailer appeared at the end of Osgood Perkins' film "The Monkey".

[image: ]

The Last Shot

Directed by Puttipong Nakthong.

Who's in it? 

Patara Eksangkul, Sarika "Fah" Sathsilpsupa and Chatchai Plengpanich. 

What's it about? 

A hitman must bet everything for survival amidst love, friendship and a life-changing decision. 

Why watch it? 

The film explores themes of love, loyalty, revenge and the struggle for freedom.

[image: ]

Gekijo-ban Jujutsu Kaisen Zero (Jujutsu Kaisen 0)

Directed by Sunghoo Park.

Who's in it?

The voices of Megumi Ogata, Kana Hanazawa and Yuichi Nakamura.

What's it about? 

The prequel to Jujutsu Kaisen (2020), where a high schooler gains control of an extremely powerful cursed spirit and gets enrolled in the Tokyo Prefectural Jujutsu High School by Jujutsu Sorcerers.

Why watch it? 

Based on "Jujustu Kaisen Volume 0", a prequel that served as a "pilot" for the Jujutsu Kaisen manga series.

[image: ]

Showtime 7

Directed by Kazutaka Watanabe.

Who's in it?

Hiroshi Abe, Tamae Ando and Tetsu Hirahara.

What's it about? 

Shinnosuke Orimoto was forced out as the main anchor for news programme "Showtime 7". Now, while doing a live radio programme, he receives a phone call. The caller warns of a bomb that will explode imminently. Orimoto believes the caller is joking and dismisses the call. Right after that, a massive explosion occurs at a power plant. The bomber appoints Orimoto as his negotiator and Orimoto sees the incident as an opportunity to get back the main anchor spot. He then sits in the anchor seat for "Showtime 7" and begins an emergency live broadcast.

Why watch it? 

A remake of the 2013 South Korean film The Terror Live.



Premiering on Nov 28

[image: ]

Tere Ishk Mein

Directed by Aanand L. Rai.

Who's in it?

Dhanush, Kriti Sanon and Prakash Raj.

What's it about?

Shankar and Mukti's intense love story unfolds against the backdrop of Benaras, exploring surrender and transformation through an all-consuming romance that heals, hurts and changes them.

Why watch it?

A Bollywood flick.



Premiering on Nov 29

[image: ]

Seventeen World Tour [New] In Japan Live Viewing

Who's in it?

South Korean boy band Seventeen. 

What's it about? 

Celebrating their 10th anniversary, Seventeen embarks on a monumental new journey with their world tour [New_], symbolising a fresh start and endless possibilities ahead. Known as a performance powerhouse, Seventeen delivers dynamic stages, reimagined choreography and solo performances that spotlight each member's growth and artistry. From Incheon in South Korea to North America and across Asia, the journey culminates in Nagoya, Japan, from where it will be broadcast. 



Premiering on Dec 3

[image: ]

Monsta X Connect X In Cinema

Directed by Lee Ye-ji. 

What's it about? 

In July 2025, Monsta X set the KSPO Dome ablaze over three unforgettable days with their show 2025 Monsta X Connect X. From the powerful live band session and a setlist packed with spectacular performances, to never-before-seen behind-the-scenes footage of the preparation process, and exclusive, heartfelt interviews where the members reflect on their intense 10-year journey -- this film captures it all. 

Why watch it?

A chronicle of a decade-long story written together by Monsta X and Monbebe.   
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									Find the perfect creative gift at Arte' Bangkok 2025

									
								

									Art lovers are invited to look for unique creations at "Arte' Bangkok 2025 x MTT: The Exclusive New Year Art Gift Festival", which will kick off tomorrow and run daily from 10am to 8pm until Sunday at L floor and 1st floor of Bangkok Art and Culture Centre, Pathumwan intersection.
									This is a flea market that brings together a wide variety of artworks for everyone to browse and purchase as special New Year gifts. Many booths will be showcasing and selling a selection of highly creative artwork.

They include paintings full of stories; a special collection of art toys from the "22x2Dox Project" which features a collaboration between 22 artists and Song, a musician of Paradox band; photography capturing impressive moments, souvenirs and many works of art by Thai and international artists and creators.

A highlight includes a showcase of art toys from the "Character Design/Art Toys Thailand By MTT 2025" contest. The "Toy Of The Year" winner will be announced on Saturday at 6pm while winner of the popular vote will be announced on Sunday at 6.30pm.

There will be a snakes and ladders game with various prizes up for grabs, activities to fill everyone's weekend with inspiration and art such as portrait drawing, caricature drawing and art toy colouring, as well as a jazz performance featuring the royal compositions in the evening.

Also, all visitors are invited to demonstrate their loyalty and appreciation for HM Queen Sirikit the Queen Mother's immense kindness, view a memorial art exhibition and participate in commemorative activities in front of the art centre.

There is no admission fee. Add Line ID: artebangkok404 or call 089-926-2196.

[image: photos courtesy of Arte' Bangkok]
photos courtesy of Arte' Bangkok
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									Brushstrokes of change

									An exhibition at the National Gallery Singapore showcases over  100 Impressionist masterpieces by artists like Monet and Degas
								

									Iconic works of Impressionist artists such as Claude Monet, Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Edgar Degas and Berthe Morisot are recognised by people around the world. The exhibition "Into The Modern: Impressionism From The Museum Of Fine Arts, Boston", organised by the National Gallery Singapore, is a great opportunity for art enthusiasts in Asia to view works of these artists.
									Developed jointly by the National Gallery Singapore and the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, the exhibition displays more than 100 artworks by 25 of the movement's key artists, including 17 paintings by Claude Monet. On loan from the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, the exhibition, which is one of the largest and most comprehensive of Impressionist art outside France, is curated in partnership between Julia Welch and Katie Hanson of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston and Phoebe Scott, Alexis Chen and Celine Ho of the National Gallery Singapore.

The exhibition is divided into seven sections -- Seeking The Open Air; Plein Air Impressionism; Labour And Leisure On The Water; Shared Ambitions; Modern Encounters; Reimagining The Commonplace; and Monet - Moment And Memory.

Scott, a senior curator, begins the first section, Seeking The Open Air, by raising the question: "Why should we be looking at this art in Singapore now?" Scott linked the Impressionist era to a social movement and modernity.

"The Impressionists worked in a time of very drastic social change in the second half of the late 19th century. Political chaos and turmoil had led to a change in government and divisive politics. Industry was radically changing the landscape and the nature of work as well. Even Paris, the site where many Impressionist artists studied and later gathered to exhibit their works, had been drastically transformed by an urban revitalisation project, creating new social spaces and new forms of mass entertainment. This was modernity and it could be a disturbing and destructive experience of change. It was change that we still recognise from our urban life today," explained Scott.

[image: aboveFrom left, Celine Ho, Phoebe Scott and Alexis Chen, curators with the National Gallery Singapore. photo: Suwitcha Chaiyong]
aboveFrom left, Celine Ho, Phoebe Scott and Alexis Chen, curators with the National Gallery Singapore. 



"In this exhibition, the curator team tried to weave two aspects of Impressionism -- the visual innovation and changing modernity. Large-scale archival reproductions or archival projections are used to allow visitors to connect to that idea of modernity."

The exhibition opens and ends with artwork by Monet, the most recognisable Impressionist artist. Scott introduced international reporters who participated in a press preview to the oil painting Meadow At Giverny, which was completed in 1885. The painting is described as visual radicalism because it features vibrant, pulsating colours with an emphasis on patterning that features innovative techniques by the artist.

Rapid change in the mid-19th century led to new railways, roads and industrialisation. Impressionist artists sought to capture the rustic beauty of nature before it vanished.

Theodore Rousseau, an Impressionist, became an early advocate for land conservation. He successfully petitioned the French government to protect part of the Fontainebleau forest. By painting outdoors, artists developed a naturalistic and refined depiction of forests and farmlands. That became the foundation for the plein air (open air) style of painting that would later be widely adopted by Impressionists.

The second section, Plein Air Impressionism, explores how artists transformed outdoor paintings into a hallmark of the movement. In 1874, a group of artists including Claude Monet, Edgar Degas, Camille Pissarro and Alfred Sisley, gathered together to create their own exhibition separate from the Paris Salon. The Salon was the most prestigious art exhibition in France from the late 17th century to the late 19th century. Even though the Salon influenced artists' recognition and commercial opportunities, it was criticised for its rigid academic standards and conservative jury. In the first exhibition of Impressionist artists, it featured over 200 works by about 30 artists with various styles.

[image: rightAt The Races In The Countryside by Edgar Degas. National Gallery Singapore]
At The Races In The Countryside by Edgar Degas. (Photo: National Gallery Singapore)



The painting, At The Races In The Countryside, by Edgar Degas captures the subject of everyday modern urban life. The painting depicts a driver of a carriage sitting beside his wife, their wet nurse and in the nurse's lap, the couple's infant son. The painting captured a passing, incidental, casual moment of modern encounter, so it did not follow the rigid academic standards of the Salon.

In Labour And Leisure On The Water, artists capture the changing relationship between people and place. At the beginning of the 19th century, the northern coast of Normandy in France was inhabited by people who worked on the water: fishing villages and fishing communities. By the end of the 19th century, the Normandy coast had become a place for holidays, which was a new concept.

Eugene Louis Boudin created many paintings that depict a parade of well-dressed people on the edges of the shore looking out at the sea. Fashionable Figures On The Beach is one of these paintings. Boudin was saying people who flocked to the coast were parasites. His paintings later focused more on atmospheric effects of the sea without images of Parisians on holiday. Moreover, although there was a hotel and a casino nearby, Monet's painting, Seacoast At Trouville, chose to emphasise the natural elements.

The fourth section, Shared Ambitions, presents the political sympathies of Impressionist Camille Pissarro through his printmaking and paintings. Pissarro had long been interested in the cause of anarchism. In 1889, he made a dramatic album of 30 drawings called Turpitudes Sociales (Social Disgraces) and parody sketches which showed the inequality and injustice faced by the working class in France.

[image: LEFTFashionable Figures On The Beach by Eugene Louis Boudin. National Gallery Singapore]
Fashionable Figures On The Beach by Eugene Louis Boudin. (Photo: National Gallery Singapore)



With background music by Emmanuel Chabrier, a composer who was socially very close to the Impressionists, the section Modern Encounters transports visitors to the vibrant streets and interiors of late 19th-century Paris. Highlights include a recently rediscovered Self-Portrait by Victorine Meurent, once famed as Edouard Manet's favourite model.

Meurent was the model in a very scandalous work, Olympia, in 1865. The painting was infamous not because it was an idealised depiction of a nude, but the name Olympia represented what would be known as a courtesan or a prostitute at the time.

Reimagining The Commonplace showcases still life paintings where artists broke away from traditional rules of perspective and composition. The Impressionists and their peers, such as Henri Fantin-Latour and Berthe Morisot, experimented with new ideas.

The final section, Monet - Moment And Memory, showcases his famous Grainstacks series that he began in 1890. It is celebrated for changes of light, colour and atmosphere since he worked over different time periods. There is film footage of Monet painting at the lily pond in the garden at Giverny. It was part of a documentary that was based on the lives of artists in 1915.

[image: below Woman Emptying A Wheelbarrow by Camille Pissarro. National Gallery Singapore]
Woman Emptying A Wheelbarrow by Camille Pissarro. (Photo: National Gallery Singapore)



At ARTeliers, an interactive learning station, viewers can try brushstrokes inspired by Singapore artists influenced by Impressionists such as Georgette Chen and Lim Yew Kuan. Additionally, there is a commissioned animated film tracing the rise of plein air painting in Vietnam.

To extend the experience beyond the galleries, the hotel restaurant Fairmont Singapore's ANTI:DOTE offers "An Impressionist-Inspired Afternoon Tea", a menu of artfully plated sweet and savoury delights inspired by "Into The Modern", available until Jan 31.

"Into The Modern: Impressionism From The Museum Of Fine Arts, Boston" runs until March 1 at the National Gallery Singapore, 1 St Andrew's Road. Tickets cost S$25 each (620 baht) ($15 for Singapore citizens and permanent residents). Tickets can be purchased at nationalgallery.sg.

[image: rightSelf-Portrait by Victorine Meurent, left, and Olympia by Edouard Manet.  National Gallery Singapore]
Self-Portrait by Victorine Meurent, left, and Olympia by Edouard Manet. (Photo: National Gallery Singapore)
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[image: The Paris Salon. Suwitcha Chaiyong]
The Paris Salon. (Photo: Suwitcha Chaiyong)



[image: 'An Impressionist-Inspired Afternoon Tea' by Fairmont Singapore. Fairmont Singapore]
'An Impressionist-Inspired Afternoon Tea' by Fairmont Singapore. (Photo: Fairmont Singapore)




								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/3145355/brushstrokes-of-change



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Concert marks Thai-Chinese diplomatic golden jubilee

									
								

									The Royal Bangkok Symphony Orchestra (RBSO) will perform alongside members of the China National Symphony Orchestra in a special concert titled "Harmony Beyond Borders" at the prestigious Beijing Concert Hall in China on Sunday.
									Presented by the Embassy of the People's Republic of China to Thailand, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand and B.Grimm, this cultural exchange celebrates the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Thailand and China.

The concert will be conducted by Vanich Potavanich, music director of the RBSO, and will feature acclaimed violin soloist Wei Lu. Together, the orchestral group will present a captivating programme that embodies the shared spirit of friendship and artistry between the two nations.

The evening will open with Narongrit Dhamabutra's Siam Soundscapes, a contemporary Thai masterpiece that paints a vivid sonic portrait of the Kingdom's natural beauty and cultural richness.

A highlight of the evening will be the performance of HRH Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya's Concerto For Violin And Orchestra 'Nefreretta', an imaginative work that reflects the princess' creative vision and artistic identity, beautifully blending Western classical tradition with Thai aesthetic sensibilities.

This will be followed by My Motherland, arranged by Guan Xia and Wang Meng, an evocative piece that is highly representative of the determination of the Chinese people.

[image: Wei Lu. RBSO]
Wei Lu. (Photo: RBSO)



After intermission, the programme concludes with Fantasia On Themes Of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej, a grand symphonic tribute to Thailand's late monarch and composer, celebrating Rama IX's legacy through beloved melodies and jazz-inflected harmonies.

This historic performance in Beijing follows the earlier "Thailand-China Friendship Concert" held at Thailand Cultural Centre in Bangkok this March, where the RBSO joined forces with the China National Symphony Orchestra Chorus under the baton of Zhang Guoyong. That memorable event, attended by distinguished guests and a full house of Thai and Chinese music lovers, featured the Yellow River Cantata and Fantasia On Themes Of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej -- a powerful musical dialogue between the two nations.

The "Harmony Beyond Borders" concert thus represents the continuation of a meaningful journey, symbolising the harmony, respect and deepening friendship that unite Thailand and China.

Through the exchange of music, both nations showcase their commitment to cultural exchange and mutual understanding as they look ahead to the next 50 years of shared progress and creativity.
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									Discover the charm of Chinatown at Yao Young Yiam event

									
								

									Interested members of the public are invited to discover the enduring charm of Yaowarat, Bangkok's legendary Chinatown, during "BEM Happy Journey 2025: Yao Young Yiam", which will take place at MRT Wat Mangkon Station (Exit 1 & 2), from tomorrow to Sunday, from 1pm to 8pm.
									Held by Bangkok Expressway and Metro in collaboration with the Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand, the event celebrates the district's rich Thai-Chinese heritage through exhibitions, curated trips, cultural performances, creative workshops and must-try street food.

This year's theme "Yao Young Yiam" means to say that the Yaowarat district remains superb and fantastic in every era. It aims to reconnect visitors with the neighbourhood's living history and highlight the stories of its communities passed down through generations.

There will be two exhibitions -- "Her Majesty Queen Sirikit, The Queen Mother: Strengthening Thai-Chinese Relations" and "Yao Young Yiam: The Dragon Road Never Sleeps" featuring the legacy of Teochew opera and the evolving voices of the Yaowarat community.

Visitors can join pop-up workshops where they will learn to weave auspicious "Zhongguo Jie" knots, a symbol of good luck, write blessing messages with Chinese calligraphy and paint a Chinese fan. Advanced registrations are required.

This is a rare chance to experience Chinese opera performed by the renowned Sai Yong Hong troupe, daily at 6pm. The programme includes Heroic Legend Of The Yang Family - The Grateful Son tomorrow; Justice Bao - The Verdict Of Empress Li on Saturday; and Romance Of The Three Kingdoms - Lu Xun, Cao Cao Leads The Army on Sunday. There is no admission fee.

Among the famous eateries ready to serve their iconic dishes at the event will be Jok Toh Diew, Singapore Pochana, Kan Kee Namtao Thong, Gu Long Bao and vendors of traditional sugar art sculptures.

Registered visitors will receive a special-edition newspaper with a stamp passport. They can collect five stamps by shopping or dining at participating street-food stalls along Plaeng Nam Road and selected shops at I'm Chinatown shopping centre to redeem exclusive BEM souvenirs (limited quantity).

Visit facebook.com/BEM.MRT.
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									New beds to lie in before the year-end

									Check in to new hotels and experiences
								

									It is time to rest our weary bones after a hectic 2025. To prepare for the year to come, Guru By Bangkok Post has compiled a list of a few of the new beds you can lie in before the year ends. 
									Visama Explorer Nan

The eco-luxury Visama Explorer tented camp in Nan province will open its doors on Dec 1.

[image: ]

The new offering comprises eight high-comfort tented units in a serene rural setting surrounded by rice fields and mountains. At the heart of the new camp is the Ambalama, inspired by the Sri Lankan tradition of resting places for travellers. Here, guests gather for nightly conversations or an open-air cinema by a firepit, accompanied by a bar service and canapes. The Monmanee creek-side restaurant completes the experience, with a cosy fireplace for the cooler winter evenings. The menu highlights borthern Thai specialties alongside Western comfort classics, paired with a thoughtful selection of wines and cocktails.

[image: ]

For accommodation, the new property features eight spacious, air-conditioned tented suites, all with plush bedding, ensuite bathrooms and private decks. All safari tents come in two categories: Mountain View and Creek View. Guests can expect in-tent creature comforts such as king-sized beds, hot water rain shower, safe deposit box, refrigerator/mini bar, toiletries, bath robe, French press coffee, kettle and amenities consistent with four-star accommodation, except under canvas

[image: ]

Outside the well-appointed safari tents, guests can enjoy tree planting, artisan workshops, hiking, biking and sightseeing to temples and waterfalls. Visama Explorer Nan is offering a special "Opening Whisper Escape" rate bookable until Dec 31, including breakfast and dinner for two. From Jan 1, 2026, there will be a "Tent & Taste" two-night offer with breakfast and dinner for two.



Nikki Beach Resort & Spa Koh Samui

Nikki Beach Resort & Spa Koh Samui's new Signature Palm Villas are open for booking, with stays beginning on Dec 14. 

[image: ]

The relaunch marks the first phase of a property-wide refresh taking place over the next five years, with the resort's 32 remaining suites set to be refurbished in 2026. Sixteen Signature Palm Villas debut with an elevated design and an enhanced focus on creating bespoke experiences for couples, in line with Nikki Beach's "Celebrate Life" philosophy. Every element of the guest journey has been considered, from custom in-room playlists to signature cocktails in the villa bars, ensuring every stay feels like its own special occasion.

[image: ]

The new villas introduce MyBar, an elevated in-villa private bar concept offering the largest selection of wines, local spirits and liqueurs in Koh Samui, allowing guests to mix their own cocktails. Stays will also include the option to book a BBQ experience with a private chef on the villa's terrace.

[image: ]

The refreshed interiors draw deeply from Koh Samui and Thailand's cultural heritage and aesthetic. Each villa is furnished entirely with custom-made, handcrafted pieces, many in teak, a noble wood emblematic of Asia and renowned for its durability in tropical climates. The mobile minibar is wrapped in a handwoven synthetic rattan pattern, paying homage to traditional artisanal techniques, while sun loungers feature distinctive sphere-shaped wooden legs.

Touches of green appear throughout, from headboards to sofa fabrics, echoing the lush tropical gardens that surround the villas and creating a seamless visual connection between indoors and outdoors. The design blends artisanal craftsmanship with discreet modern comforts, including adjustable lighting for multiple ambience.

Beyond the villas, Nikki Beach Resort & Spa Koh Samui offers a complete luxury lifestyle experience. Guests can enjoy the brand's signature beach club, indulgent treatments at the spa, curated shopping at the onsite lifestyle boutique, and state-of-the-art fitness at Tone Gym. Watersports and island excursions invite adventure, while Little Nikki kids' club ensures younger guests have their own experiences. 



Anantara Golden Triangle Elephant Camp & Resort

Anantara Golden Triangle Elephant Camp & Resort has launched the Mekong Explorer Pool and Mekong Explorer Family Suites. Available for bookings, the four reimagined sanctuaries offer a fresh perspective on jungle luxury, inspired by the legacy of adventurers who once charted the Mekong River's winding course.  The new suites include the transparent Jungle Bubbles and the safari-style Mekong Explorer Tent. Stepping out onto the spacious pool decks, guests at the Mekong Explorer Pool Suites are greeted by monsoon mists or, in other seasons, sunshine and birdsong.

[image: ]
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Come afternoon, the full-sized swimming pool welcomes returning adventurers with a refreshing dip or a romantic twilight swim. Inside, dark wood panelling, elephant motifs and vintage travel trunks conjure the romance of old-world expeditions. Above each headboard, curated artworks reflect the character of the Mekong's diverse regions.   The 96m2 Mekong Explorer Family Pool Suite is where interconnected rooms offer comfortable sleeping arrangements and generous living spaces, while the 64m2 Mekong Explorer Pool Suite is suited to couples and young families.  



The Residences at InterContinental Phuket Resort

Proud Real Estate has unveiled its ultra-exclusive project, The Residences at InterContinental Phuket Resort on Kamala Beach, under the concept "Live Beyond Boundaries In Paradise". 

[image: ]

The Residences at InterContinental Phuket Resort is a luxurious beachfront condominium with its architectural design inspired by "Far East Paradise", portraying a vision of paradise that draws inspiration from the ancient Thai cosmology of Traibhumikatha (Three Worlds According to Buddhist Philosophy). Blending elements of Sino-European and Peranakan art and culture, the project reflects Phuket's distinctive identity in a contemporary form.

[image: ]

The project offers 24-hour butler and concierge services, as well as a 15% discount on private yacht charters, a 20% discount on private tennis court rentals, complimentary access to Planet Trekkers (Kids Club) and a 20% discount on a la carte treatments at Sati Spa. There are 111 units, with sizes ranging from one-bedroom units (58m2) to five-bedroom penthouses (425m2).

With only 111 exclusive residences, the project is designed for privacy and tranquility by the Andaman Sea. Homes range from one-bedroom suites to five-bedroom penthouses and come fully furnished.



Oceania Cruises

Oceania Cruises is offering the "Fleetwide Sale", featuring up to 30% off on more than 200 sailings till March 31, 2026.

[image: ]

Inspired voyages aboard its eight small, luxurious ships span Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Europe, South America, the South Pacific and beyond. Travellers can choose to explore the glacial landscapes of Iceland or the historic coastlines of the British Isles, discover ancient ruins in Greece and Turkey, browse vibrant markets in Southeast Asia, or unwind on the coral-fringed shores of French Polynesia and Fiji.

[image: ]


The Indian Ocean Opus is 24 days from Cape Town to Singapore aboard Oceania Sirena, departing Dec 2. Embark on an exotic year-end adventure beginning in scenic South Africa, then discover several remote islands scattered throughout the Indian Ocean before taking in the unique charisma of Indochina's cities. The South Pacific Archipelagos is 19 days from Sydney to Papeete aboard Oceania Riviera, departing Dec 10. Fill a photo album with memorable moments from exploring the vibrant islands and atolls of Melanesia and Polynesia. Enjoy a visit to uninhabited Mystery Island, time to explore the cultural richness of Huahine, and the chance to snorkel or scuba in the soft coral capital of the world in Lautoka, Fiji.

Azure Atolls to Auckland is 18 days from Papeete to Auckland aboard Oceania Riviera, departing Jan 6, 2026. Sail along a series of lush Pacific islands framed by cerulean waters, lands of proud seafarers with fascinating tales to tell, and conclude in Auckland, New Zealand's largest and most cosmopolitan city. Lands Of Buddha is a 15-day cruise from Hong Kong to Bangkok aboard Oceania Sirena, departing Feb 6, 2026. Delve into the historical and natural wonders of Vietnam with overnight stays in three fascinating destinations, Hanoi, Hue and Ho Chi Minh City. Additional overnights in Hong Kong and Bangkok bookend this immersive exploration. 



Walk Japan

Walk Japan has launched the "Saga And Nagasaki: Cultural Crossroads" tour that explores two historic prefectures in west Kyushu that served from ancient times as Japan's portal to the wider world until the modern age.
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Saga and Nagasaki are celebrated for highly-prized porcelain, green tea, beautifying onsen hot spring waters, internationally inspired and distinctive cuisine and Madame Butterfly. Nagasaki, which was founded by the Portuguese, is one of Japan's most cosmopolitan and vibrant cities despite the destruction wrought on it in 1945. The guided journey follows gentle paths, some aside the sea and others in beautifully rural countryside, through historic and elegant coastal towns, to the source of Japan's porcelain in once secretive villages, onto onsen hot spring havens and into inspiring Nagasaki City. Envelope in Japan's warm hospitality, satiate on wonderful regional cuisine and luxuriate in onsen hot spring baths.

[image: ]

The 10-day tour has a maximum group size of 12 and departs from Fukuoka, finishing in Kumamoto. Established in 1992, Walk Japan manages walking tours that enlightens and enriches its customers on walking tours through many less-travelled regions of Japan from Hokkaido in the nation's far north to Okinawa in its far south.



Banyan Tree Zhuhai Phoenix Bay

Banyan Tree Zhuhai Phoenix Bay in Zhuhai, Guangdong province, recently opened its doors in China.

[image: ]

Set between verdant hills and the South China Sea, Banyan Tree Zhuhai Phoenix Bay occupies a rare enclave of coastal tranquillity within one of China's most dynamic regions. Together with the adjacent Angsana Zhuhai Phoenix Bay, the two properties form a dual-branded resort complex along the scenic shores of Phoenix Bay, overlooking the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge and the iconic Zhuhai Grand Theatre, and enjoying easy access to Gongbei Port and other city landmarks.

Banyan Tree Zhuhai Phoenix Bay draws inspiration from the waterways and garden architecture of Lingnan culture, a Southern Chinese heritage rooted in the Guangdong and Pearl River Delta region, long celebrated for its harmony between artistry, nature and coastal life. The resort rises where mountains meet the sea, its terraced form following the natural contours of Phoenix Bay.

[image: ]

The design reflects Zhuhai's maritime spirit through terracotta roof tiles, sunflower lattice windows, glazed bricks, and oyster shell walls. The roofline, shaped like a ship's sail, gestures toward the horizon. Inside, pearl-hued light and soft marine tones flow through the spaces, while hexagonal lattice motifs recall the fine weave of fishing nets, a quiet reference to the rhythms of coastal life.

At the heart of the resort, the lobby unfolds as a "Flower Corridor" and "Water Alley", where pools of water mirror the sky and the scent of blossoms drifts through open courtyards. Across the resort, artisanal details and traditional attire reflect the craftsmanship of Lingnan artisans.

The hotel has 83 guestrooms and suites set within landscaped courtyards and terraced gardens, each opening toward mountain or sea. Xun, the signature Fujian restaurant, showcases Minnan cuisine, a coastal culinary tradition from southern Fujian. Rong serves an a la carte breakfast of handcrafted dim sum, roast dishe, and clear soups. Bang, the whisky and grill bar, offers more than 60 curated whiskies with seafood and charcoal-grilled fare. The Butter features Chinese desserts and light dishes shaped by contemporary technique, while Mirror is the lobby lounge. 



Skyra Retreat 

Skyra Retreat, an exclusive new destination in Lapland, is set to welcome its first guests in December on the shores of Lake Norvajarvi, just outside Rovaniemi, Finland.
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The intimate retreat is rooted in elemental design, Nordic heritage and a pace of life guided by nature. With its carefully restored 1950s village schoolhouse at its heart and surrounded by ancient forests, Skyra Retreat offers the opportunity to slow down and reconnect, surrounded by the Arctic's beauty. The design is a nuanced approach to colour, materiality and nature-inspired aesthetics, bringing immersive warmth and clarity to each space. The architectural direction seamlessly integrates contemporary buildings alongside the original schoolhouse.

[image: ]

Skyra Retreat's accommodation is intentionally small-scale, offering four room categories. The Grande Suites, housed in the historic schoolhouse, feature hand-restored log walls, private saunas and freestanding bathtubs. Each suite is finished with bespoke details, including a champagne button for spontaneous indulgence. Located discreetly are the Log Suites, contemporary villas inspired by the classic Finnish cabin tradition. Each features its own sauna, fireplace lounge and terrace that opens directly into the forest. Upstairs, a peaceful loft space provides room for yoga or quiet reflection, with views framed by floor-to-ceiling windows.

[image: ]

The Teacher's Chambers, four unique apartments that once housed the school's staff, have been reimagined as characterful suites. Each features a curated book selection and spaces for reading, writing and gathering, all infused with the spirit of the past. For those seeking privacy, the Private Lakeside Villa sits at the water's edge, offering three bedrooms, a flexible-use room, and sweeping lake views. The villa includes a lakeside sauna with direct access to an ice hole, a full kitchen and the services of a private host.

[image: ]

Dining at Skyra Retreat begins with a la carte breakfasts, and flows into lunches and afternoon pullakahvit - coffee and pastries, Finnish style. Evenings are reserved for a curated three-course dinner, each menu rooted in seasonality, simplicity, and Nordic provenance. The spa is an open-air sanctuary inspired by the Finnish thermal cycle: heat, cold, rest, and repeat. Guests enjoy unlimited access to a suite of thermal experiences, from panoramic saunas and heated outdoor jacuzzis to invigorating cold plunges and wild lake swims. 



The Hong Kong Suite

There is only one Hong Kong Suite because there is only one Hong Kong. A key milestone in Island Shangri-La's multi-year renovation, the hotel has launched the Hong Kong Suite.
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Rising high above the thriving city on the 50th floor, the suite offers sweeping views of Central and Victoria Harbour, giving guests a bird's-eye view of the city's vibrant pace. When entering the Living Room, guests are met with the focal point of the room, the view of Hong Kong Harbour and the busy city stretching to the horizon. On the wall to the right features a full-wall textured mural depicting a historical version of the Harbour, celebrating the city's roots as a 19th century fishing village. This double focus on the water and the sea was developed according to feng shui principles, creating a layout that welcomes good fortune into the suite itself.

[image: ]

Four deep, comfortable dining chairs surround the generously sized circular dining table, which can be positioned to maximise spectacular city panoramas for the ultimate in dining with a view. The maxi pantry features premium amenities customised to every guests' preferences and service by a dedicated butler. Cutting-edge AV technology adds another thrilling dimension to the elegant, spacious living room with a 65-inch flat screen television, IPTV with mirroring function and sound bar.

[image: ]

The bedroom continues to highlight feng shui elements with a super king-size bed and a luxurious day bed positioned by the window to allow for even more beguiling views. Above the bedhead guests are greeted by an intricate full-wall mural that reflects the lush greenery of Hong Kong's famous Victoria Peak and Botanical Gardens. The bedroom is complemented by a dressing room which continues the mountain theme with textured wallpaper depicting traditional Chinese lucky clouds and pines.

[image: ]

Finished in white marble, the large en-suite bathroom offers a true urban retreat filled with spa-like wellness rituals. Twin overhead rain shower heads and a heated shower bench feature in the expansive walk-in shower, while double vanities offer renowned Acqua di Parma bath amenities.

The Hong Kong Suite's bathtub is inspired by Magnolias, a flower native to China that once could only be owned by Chinese Emperors and the Hong Kong Suite's butler is always just a call away. 
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/travel/3144942/new-beds-to-lie-in-before-the-yearend
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Thailand's digital economy is projected to reach US$S6 billion in 2025,
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