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Politics
The facts you need to win political arguments with your family
When the turkey comes with a side of hot topics to discuss, here are the facts you need to know.

President Donald Trump's pardoning of the turkeys probably won't come up at your dinner, but some of his other second-term actions might. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)


By Amber Phillips | 2025-11-27
Curiosity is one way around politics at the Thanksgiving dinner table. But if a full-blown political argument comes at you anyway, you'll be ready.
Here are the facts on four raging political debates right now that should help you argue your side.
You're reading The 5-Minute Fix newsletter. Get it in your inbox every weekday, starting Monday after the Thanksgiving holiday.
President Donald Trump is trying to create the most expansive presidency in modern history. He's taking spending and taxing power from Congress, using the military to bomb boats in the Caribbean and patrol American cities, trying to rewrite parts of the Constitution by executive order, denying immigrants due process, attacking courts that rule against him, engineering criminal charges against his perceived political enemies and lashing out at pillars of society, from law to universities to the media.
He's argued his actions are merited because his opponents weaponized the government against him, citing his indictments in between his presidencies. "This is third-world country stuff, 'arrest your opponent,'" he has said. "And that means I can do that, too."
But plenty of experts say there's no comparison for what he's doing and are worried about the long-lasting impacts on American democracy. (Some of this he's succeeded at; some of it the courts have blocked.)
America's founders worried about authoritarianism and Trump fits that mold when he tries to go around courts or the Constitution to get what he wants, said Meredith McGehee, a government ethics expert who formerly headed the bipartisan political reform group Issue One. "An authoritarian is someone who amasses power to amass more power, often exploiting gray areas in the law to do it," she said, "or ignoring the rule of law outright."
But Trump won back the White House despite the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol, in an election in which democracy was a top issue for voters. It suggests to some political analysts that "democracy" is in the eye of the beholder -- and thus very hard to argue about at a Thanksgiving table successfully.
"Concepts such as democracy and freedom are easily co-opted by politicians for whatever purpose they choose," said McGehee.
Aspects of the economy are sluggish, but experts say the economy isn't awful.
Trump insisted this week that affordability wasn't a major problem and falsely said prices are going down.
The cost of a Thanksgiving meal may be down, but electricity is becoming unaffordable, homeownership is out of reach for some millennials as they approach middle age, inflation remains high and grocery costs keep going up.
There have also been recession-like layoffs in white-collar jobs. Much of the new growth is perched on investment in artificial intelligence -- precariously so, some economists worry. 
But the economy hasn't cratered as predicted under Trump's policies of tariffs and deporting migrants. Unemployment remains relatively low and consumers keep spending.
"Consumers are still spending money," said Michael Strain, an economist with the conservative American Enterprise Institute. "Less than a year ago, but they're still spending. They wouldn't be able to if the labor market were really weakening."
So until there's more evidence one way or the other, the economy can be what you make of it.
Trump has imposed the highest tariffs in about a century, and goods from pretty much every country in the world now cost more to import because of them. By one estimate, Americans are expected to spend $1,800 extra a year because of tariffs.
Trump has given different reasons for his tariffs, from trying to negotiate trade deals with other countries, to raising money to pay down the U.S. debt, to trying to bring manufacturing jobs back to America.
It's a huge risk. Tariffs are not a modern economic tool and haven't been proven to be useful for any of this, say mainstream economists. "We haven't run this experiment in living memory," said Claudia Sahm, chief economist at New Century Advisors.
But the pro-tariff side is emboldened lately. Consumers are still spending, and some see early signs of a manufacturing boom returning to the U.S. "Prices and costs are rising, but it has nothing to do with tariffs," said Nick Iacovella of the Coalition for a Prosperous America, a conservative, pro-tariff group. "They can be done without causing harm to U.S. economy and could lead to a lot of great benefits," he said.
Trump's tariffs are in legal jeopardy, though. The Supreme Court could soon rule on whether most of these tariffs are illegal.
Democrats are bullish about this. The last time Trump was president, Democrats surged back to power in the House in the next midterm elections, impeached him and then defeated him in the next presidential election.
This time, Trump is as unpopular as ever, Republicans have one of the narrowest House majorities in history, and Democrats just won elections in Virginia and New Jersey. A recent NPR/Marist poll has Democrats with their biggest advantage to win back Congress in eight years.
Democratic strategist Molly Murphy acknowledges something unforeseen could change the political landscape. "But we have to play with the facts on the table," Murphy said, "and I think Democrats win the House."
The counterargument: "I'm not a big believer in polls," says Sarah Chamberlain, president of the Main Street Partnership, which supports Republican lawmakers in competitive congressional districts. She says that while Trump is struggling with independents, Republicans in tough races are talking about affordability and winning over independents.
The Senate is a different calculation. Republicans have a slim majority there, too, but Democrats would have to win in states such as Texas and Kansas to retake the majority.
Democrats I've talked to say that's a reach. But Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) told The Washington Post's Paul Kane he is "much more optimistic" now about winning the majority than a year ago.
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White House
Trump's flexible diplomacy drives new Ukraine peace push -- and fresh turmoil
The president's improvisatory approach is unsettling Kyiv and its allies. Backers say Trump's style might win results where others have failed.

President Donald Trump greets Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky on Oct. 17 as he arrives for a meeting at the White House. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Michael Birnbaum, Natalie Allison | 2025-11-27
PALM BEACH, Fla. -- During President Donald Trump's contentious Oval Office meeting last month with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, he told his top aides to push for a deal that would successfully halt Russia's nearly four-year war in Ukraine, spurred by his fresh success at brokering a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas.
The result has been weeks of urgent -- and at times disconnected -- negotiations conducted by Trump's top foreign policy leaders. The administration has, at times, relied on unconventional messengers, with some U.S. officials rejecting Russian demands only to have others accept them. Through it all, Trump has declared that his flexible style can win a deal where others have failed.
Now, senior White House officials say they are nearing a peace settlement. "We're the closest we've ever been to ending the war," a senior White House official said, speaking like others on the condition of anonymity to talk freely about internal discussions. "The optimism is pretty high."
Some European officials who are sympathetic to Ukraine agree that a deal has become more likely, saying that with Kyiv pressed on the battlefield and Zelensky facing a growing corruption scandal, his willingness to make at least some of the concessions that Russia is demanding may be growing.
But while Ukraine might be inching toward accepting a deal, skeptics warn that it still could fall apart if neither side can find an offer tolerable to the other. Russian leaders on Wednesday declared their confidence that they were in a winning position, saying that even the 28-point peace plan that stunned Ukrainian leaders last week may not be enough to quell their appetite for concessions.
"It's premature to say" that Russia is closer than ever to peace, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters on Wednesday. "Let's wait for now."
A top Russian diplomat said that his country was unwilling to back down.
"There can be no talk of concessions or giving up our positions on the key issues we face," Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov said Wednesday.

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov at a news conference on Wednesday in Moscow. (Anastasia Barashkova/Reuters)


The Russian pressure leaves chances of breakthroughs uncertain, officials said, as Trump's special envoy, Steve Witkoff, prepares to fly to Moscow next week, while Army Secretary Daniel Driscoll continues to discuss issues with the Ukrainians.
Over recent weeks, the top officials working on the deal -- Secretary of State Marco Rubio, Vice President JD Vance, Trump son-in-law Jared Kushner, Witkoff and Driscoll -- have been on frequent group chats and conference calls to coordinate their efforts as they speak to both Russians and Ukrainians, said three senior administration officials.
The conversations largely have excluded Trump's official Ukraine envoy, Keith Kellogg, whom the Russians have sought to sideline because they view him as too pro-Ukrainian, officials said. And a swath of other officials on the National Security Council and at the State Department also have been kept away from the talks.
But despite administration claims of close coordination at the top, at times the process has appeared disorderly. Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin were planning to meet in Budapest in late October, but their summit was ultimately scrapped after Rubio raised objections to a list of Russian demands as crossing too many Ukrainian red lines, one U.S. official said.
"The Russians sent a paper to Rubio, and he rejected it and the summit was canceled," the official said.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio on Nov. 5 at the Capitol. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


But many of the same ideas made their way back into the 28-point proposal that was leaked last week to Axios and that Driscoll presented in Kyiv last week, the official said, along with the warning that Ukraine needed to accept it by Thanksgiving or face a halt in U.S. assistance.
Days later, Rubio spoke by phone to Republican and Democratic members of Congress who were at a security conference in Canada. Some from both parties walked away believing that Rubio told them the 28-point plan was primarily Russian in origin. The State Department later said that Rubio had actually said that the plan incorporated ideas from both Russia and Ukraine.
Some of the toughest demands on Kyiv in the 28-point proposal -- such as an ironclad commitment to hand additional territory to Russia and abandon its efforts to join NATO -- have been scrapped in additional talks between U.S. and Ukrainian officials in recent days. That has eased some of the pressure on Kyiv, though Russian officials have suggested they will not go along with it.
The proposal "was always meant to be like a working and living, breathing document," the senior White House official said. "It wasn't supposed to be like, here is a plan, you know, accept or decline."
The official said it was part of Trump's style of negotiation.
"When they come up with a game plan, they go off individually, because each person has individual relationships that are maybe better than another person has. They get a feel for what's possible," the official said.
The improvisatory technique has led to sudden personnel swaps, including the elevation of Driscoll, a senior military leader and Yale Law classmate of Vance who has not previously engaged deeply on Ukraine negotiations. He was in Kyiv last week on a preplanned trip to discuss drone technology but was handed the task of briefing Ukrainian leaders on the 28-point plan, two senior administration officials said.
After hitting it off with the Ukrainians, he is retaining his role as an interlocutor with them even though it is outside the remit of his ordinary duties. Driscoll met Wednesday with Vance at Fort Campbell, an Army base on the Tennessee-Kentucky border, the vice president's office said, after meeting with Russians and Ukrainians in Abu Dhabi this week.

U.S. Army Secretary Daniel Driscoll after closed-door talks with a Ukrainian delegation on ending the war on Sunday in Geneva. (Fabrice Coffrini/AFP/Getty Images)


Much remains unsettled. One element of the plan is some form of security guarantees for Ukraine. Russians have rejected any foreign troops on Ukrainian soil, and Trump said Tuesday that the Europeans would bear the brunt of the promises of support.
Many European officials say they are still in the dark about what Trump has in mind. They are hearing the Americans will work with them on security guarantees, but so far "it's up in the air what that means on the ground," said one NATO diplomat who is familiar with the discussions between Washington and its European partners.
But in what might be a warning sign about the prospect of progress, U.S. and European officials appear to be split about Ukraine's and Russia's relative strengths. Many Europeans think that Russia will collapse with more time and continued weapons support for Ukraine, a senior administration official said.
"I don't think there's any indication of that," the official said, articulating the U.S. position.
On the contested territory in eastern Ukraine that Russia is asking as the price of a peace deal, "the Ukrainians are understandably reluctant to give it up. The Russians think that they're going to be able to get it one way or the other," the official said.
Allison reported from Washington. Catherine Belton in London, Adam Taylor in Washington, Ellen Francis in Brussels and Robyn Dixon in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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Politics
USDA's SNAP guidance unlawfully cuts legal immigrant groups, lawsuit says
A suit filed by 22 Democratic attorneys general says the One Big Beautiful Bill does not support the directive in a memo sent to states last month.

A sign about Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits is displayed at a Nashville farmers market last month. (George Walker IV/AP)


By Mariana Alfaro | 2025-11-26
A group of 22 Democratic attorneys general on Wednesday sued the Trump administration over changes made to the nation's federal food assistance program, claiming in the lawsuit that the Agriculture Department is illegally cutting groups of legal immigrants from receiving benefits.
In the lawsuit, led by New York Attorney General Letitia James (D), the attorneys general say that a memo USDA sent to states on Oct. 31 describing changes made to the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program, also known as food stamps, through President Donald Trump's massive tax bill goes "beyond" the statute Congress enacted by unlawfully cutting from the program legal permanent residents who were granted asylum or admitted as refugees.
At issue is a set of definitions in the October USDA memo, reviewed by The Washington Post, that state that those who entered the United States as refugees, asylum recipients and other humanitarian protection pathways are ineligible for SNAP -- even after they become legal permanent residents, a pivot from established law.
In a statement to The Post, White House spokeswoman Anna Kelly said Trump was "elected with a resounding mandate to eliminate waste, fraud, and abuse across the federal government -- which includes ensuring that illegal aliens are not receiving benefits intended for American citizens."
"Democrats continue to fight for illegals, but the President will always fight to strengthen important programs for American families who rely on them," Kelly said.
USDA referred questions on the lawsuit to the Justice Department. The Justice Department did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
In their lawsuit, the attorneys general say no portion of the One Big Beautiful Bill supports this USDA position. The Democrats said in a statement that federal statute makes clear that "refugees, asylees, humanitarian parolees, individuals whose deportation has been withheld, and other humanitarian entrants become eligible for SNAP once they obtain their green cards and meet standard program requirements."
"USDA's memo attempts to rewrite those rules, ignoring Congress and threatening to cut off food assistance for people who are fully eligible under the law," the statement said.
The attorneys general last week asked USDA to clarify its Oct. 31 guidance, arguing in a letter that the memo forced states to "implement confusing and inaccurate interpretations of the law," according to California Attorney General Rob Bonta (D). The lawsuit stated that USDA did not respond to the letter, so the attorneys general turned to the courts. While the federal government pays for all SNAP benefits, states administer the program.
Under Trump's massive tax bill -- which was signed into law in July -- groups that had previously been eligible to receive SNAP, including asylum seekers, refugees and those with humanitarian parole, were kicked off the program if they did not have permanent residency. Still, the bill maintained that legal permanent residents -- meaning, those with green cards -- would still receive the benefit, even if they came in as refugees or asylum seekers. The USDA memo, the lawsuit argues, provided different guidance.

President Donald Trump signs the One Big Beautiful Bill on July 4 at the White House. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


About 42 million people receive food assistance through SNAP -- making it the nation's largest anti-hunger program. While the vast majority of SNAP recipients are citizens, according to the latest USDA data, nearly 90 percent of individuals on SNAP are U.S. citizens born in the country, 6 percent are naturalized citizens, a little over 1 percent are refugees and about 3 percent are in other categories of noncitizens.
In the USDA memo, the agency told states the changes must take effect Nov. 1 -- a day after the memo was sent, which was during the government shutdown. That move, the attorneys general said in a statement, "blatantly misapplies the agency's own regulations." The lawsuit notes that federal rules guarantee states a 120-day grace period after new guidance is issued to update their systems without facing financial penalties.
While the attorneys general are seeking relief from the implementation of the changes outlined in the USDA memo, some states have already begun implementing them. The group of attorneys general warned that continuing to implement them could destabilize SNAP nationwide, create wrongful terminations, spread confusion among recipients and saddle states with large fines.
If states comply with the USDA guidance as written, the attorneys general and anti-hunger advocates said that hundreds of thousands of legal permanent residents could be forced out of SNAP, including some 35,000 in New York.
"The federal government's shameful quest to take food away from children and families continues," James said in a statement to The Post. "USDA has no authority to arbitrarily cut entire groups of people out of the SNAP program, and no one should go hungry because of the circumstances of their arrival to this country."
Additionally, the Democrats warned that states including New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts and Washington could face millions of dollars in penalties. In North Carolina, for example, they said the steep fines could effectively make it impossible for the state to offer SNAP, leaving more than 1 million North Carolinians without benefits.
Shelby Gonzales, vice president for immigration policy at the liberal Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, said USDA's Oct. 31 guidance scrambled states' efforts to properly allocate benefits. The guidance, she warned, could lead to confusion as states interpret it differently.
"It's always best when we have guidance that clearly reflects and interprets the law so that all states know what their obligations are, especially in a program as important and vital as SNAP," Gonzales said.
Gina Plata-Nino, the SNAP director at the Food Research and Action Center, also noted that the system USDA is asking states to use to confirm the permanent status of refugees and asylum seekers is not updated frequently, which could cause states to deny benefits to some immigrants who are eligible to receive them.
"These are individuals who have suffered tremendously ... to meet the status of a refugee. I mean, most people are waiting for a visa for seven-plus years. They've lost their family, they have experienced hardship that no human being should ever experience," Plata-Nino said. Cutting SNAP benefits, she said, means "they're pretty much losing their support system."
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Politics
Georgia prosecutor ends 2020 election interference case against Trump, allies
Prosecutor Peter Skandalakis deemed the prosecution flawed and impractical. 

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters outside the White House on Saturday. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


By Hannah Knowles, Brianna Tucker | 2025-11-26
A Georgia prosecutor on Wednesday said the state is dropping criminal charges against President Donald Trump and others related to their push to overturn the 2020 election, ending the last remaining criminal case against the president.
The case began after the leak of a January 2021 phone call in which Trump urged Georgia's Republican secretary of state, Brad Raffensperger, to "find" enough votes to reverse his 2020 loss in the state. A grand jury indicted Trump and others on racketeering charges in August 2023, but the case soon faced setbacks over allegations that the lead prosecutor, Fulton County District Attorney Fani T. Willis, had an inappropriate relationship with special prosecutor Nathan Wade.

Prosecutor Peter Skandalakis argued Trump's prosecution was flawed in a Wednesday court filing. (Natrice Miller/AP)


Peter Skandalakis, the prosecutor who took over the case earlier this month after courts said Willis could not participate, said Wednesday that the prosecution was flawed and impractical to pursue. In a 23-page court filing, he said "reasonable minds could differ" in interpreting Trump's call with Raffensperger and questioned the value of continuing to prosecute Trump now that he is back in the White House.
"There is no realistic prospect that a sitting President will be compelled to appear in Georgia to stand trial on the allegations in this indictment," Skandalakis wrote. "Donald J. Trump's current term as President of the United States of America does not expire until January 20, 2029; by that point, eight years will have elapsed since the phone call at issue."
Steve Sadow, Trump's lead defense attorney in Georgia, celebrated the end of what he called the "political persecution of President Trump" in a statement Wednesday.
"This case should never have been brought," Sadow said. "A fair and impartial prosecutor has put an end to this lawfare."
Trump also hailed the dismissal in a social media post. He repeated his false claim the 2020 election was "rigged and stolen" and suggested his foes would face consequences.
"We have to hold responsible those who attempted to destroy our Legal System and Nation itself as they tried to use it to silence and imprison Political Opponents," he wrote.
The end of the Georgia case means that Trump no longer faces charges for his efforts to overturn the 2020 election, which he falsely claimed was marred by widespread fraud. Federal prosecutors dropped election-interference charges against Trump last year after he won a second term.
Then-special counsel Jack Smith, who was leading the federal case, defended the charges at the time but noted that Justice Department policy bars prosecution of a sitting president.
One criminal case against Trump went to trial before the 2024 election on charges brought by New York prosecutors that he falsified business records related to hush money payments for adult-film actress Stormy Daniels. Trump was convicted on those charges but received no penalty in a sentencing held after he was reelected.
Federal prosecutors also charged Trump with mishandling classified documents. But a federal judge dismissed the indictment in summer 2024, finding that Smith was improperly appointed as special counsel.
Skandalakis wrote in his motion to drop the cases that because the certification of electoral votes was at the center of the case, the federal investigation by Smith was "the most appropriate venue to bring charges."
He also rejected the idea of holding separate trials for others charged in the case, such as Trump's lawyers and advisers, saying that pursuing such cases would be "unduly burdensome" for the state and county.
"Our agency is simply not equipped to carry out this case while meeting the essential duties required under the current budget -- or under any realistically conceivable budget the State could provide," he wrote.
Judge Scott McAfee of the Superior Court of Fulton County wrote in an order Wednesday that the case is "hereby dismissed in its entirety."
In the phone call at the center of the case, Trump -- in the final days of his first term -- insisted falsely to Raffensperger that he beat Democrat Joe Biden in Georgia and told Raffensperger, "There's nothing wrong with saying, you know, that you've recalculated." He also suggested Raffensperger and his general counsel could be criminally liable if they did not substantiate baseless allegations that thousands of ballots in Fulton County had been illegally destroyed.
Raffensperger rejected Trump's claims, and audio of the call leaked, drawing attention to the president's extraordinary campaign of pressuring fellow Republicans he hoped would reject Biden's victory.
A Georgia grand jury ultimately indicted Trump and 18 co-defendants accused of illegally working to overturn Trump's loss. Prosecutors used Georgia's anti-racketeering law, created to combat organized crime, accusing Trump and his allies of engaging in a wide range of criminal conduct related to the election. They cited Trump's conversation with Raffensperger as well as the harassment of an election worker, pressure on federal officials and efforts by "fake electors" to claim, inaccurately, that Trump won.
Trump pleaded not guilty and accused Willis, the Democratic district attorney who brought the charges, of leading a "political witch hunt." The prosecutions galvanized support for Trump in the GOP base, and Trump raised money off his glaring Fulton County mug shot.
Willis's case faltered amid scrutiny of her relationship with fellow prosecutor Wade. A judge found a "significant appearance of impropriety" and said either Willis or Wade had to leave the case. Wade resigned, and Willis was eventually disqualified from the case as well. Skandalakis said this month that he would take the case because he could not find another prosecutor for it.
Explaining his decision to drop charges, Skandalakis said many of the acts Fulton County prosecutors scrutinized did not amount to criminal activity that would justify a racketeering case. He also said it is possible that Trump genuinely believed that the results in Georgia were marred by fraud and was asking the secretary of state to evaluate whether such fraud changed the outcome.
Skandalakis cast himself as a neutral party in a politically charged case, saying he has no "emotional connection" to it and noting that he has run as both a Democrat and a Republican in the past. Skandalakis spent more than 25 years as the district attorney for the Coweta Judicial Circuit before becoming executive director of the Prosecuting Attorneys' Council of Georgia, a state office.
Patrick Marley and Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/11/26/trump-georgia-election-case-dropped/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Politics
A top House Democrat pushes to oppose Ghislaine Maxwell pardon
Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland) introduced a symbolic measure to put House members on the record opposing a pardon for Jeffrey Epstein's accomplice.

Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland), the top Democrat on the House Judiciary Committee. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Matthew Choi | 2025-11-26
A top Democrat introduced a resolution Tuesday opposing a presidential commutation or pardon for Ghislaine Maxwell, the accomplice to the late disgraced financier Jeffrey Epstein who is now serving time in prison for sex trafficking.
Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland), who introduced the resolution, is the top Democrat on the House Judiciary Committee. Raskin recently claimed that Maxwell is pursuing a commutation application, citing whistleblower information reviewed by Democrats on the committee.  Maxwell sent an email, obtained by the committee and reviewed by The Post, to one of her attorneys last month with the subject line "Commutation Application," but it did not include details of the application.
President Donald Trump has indicated he is not considering a pardon or commutation but has also not ruled out doing so. Maxwell is serving a 20-year sentence for her role in recruiting and sexually exploiting young women and girls for Epstein.
"Sigh. This kind of resolution is performative virtue signaling," David Oscar Markus, an attorney for Maxwell, said in a statement. "Shouldn't Congress prioritize substantive legislative work rather than meaningless gestures?"
Markus did not respond when asked if Maxwell was pursuing a commutation.
Raskin's resolution is widely seen as legally toothless because the Constitution grants Trump broad pardon powers that cannot be curbed by Congress. Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Illinois) introduced a similar resolution to Raskin's in August, but it was never brought up for a vote.
But the resolution could put House members on record opposing a pardon for Maxwell, adding pressure to the White House if the chamber votes overwhelming in favor, as it did last week on releasing more records related to Epstein.
"It is true that the President has unilateral control over the pardon power. But Congress has the unilateral power to speak on behalf of the lawmaking branch and the people we represent," Raskin said in a statement. "Just as President Trump aggressively lobbied Members of Congress not to vote for release of the Epstein files (until he changed his mind at the last minute), we have the right to speak about the abuse of the pardon power to violate the rule of law, justice and public safety."
Congress voted nearly unanimously last week for a bill to compel the Justice Department to release its records on Epstein. All but one member of the House voted for the bill. Trump initially opposed the effort, claiming it was a Democratic "hoax." The president flipped his position and encouraged Republicans to vote for the documents' release once it became apparent that a significant number of Republicans also supported the measure.
The Epstein case has become a major wedge issue between the Republican base, which has demanded greater transparency, and Trump, who would like to see the issue go away. Trump campaigned on more transparency in the case but has so far declined to release all Justice Department records.
Trump's allies have asserted that Raskin's resolution is a waste of time because Republicans in Congress have largely indicated that they would also oppose a Maxwell commutation or pardon. House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) told Kristen Welker of NBC News that Maxwell's 20 years was a "pittance" and discouraged a pardon.
House Oversight Committee Chair James Comer (R-Kentucky) has discouraged Trump from pardoning Maxwell. Comer's committee has led congressional efforts to investigate the Epstein case.
"I've seen enough information thus far from the thousands of pages of documents that the Department of Justice has turned over, in addition to the documents that we subpoenaed from the estate, in addition to conversations that I've had with some of the victims of Epstein and Maxwell, that I can say with confidence I would strongly discourage any type of pardon or commutation of Maxwell," Comer told CNN's Jake Tapper earlier this month.
After Raskin's initial claim that Maxwell was pursuing a commutation application, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said a commutation or pardon "is not something [Trump] is talking about or even thinking about at this moment in time."
"These Democrats are so pathetic they will do anything to distract from their colleagues like [Rep.] Stacey Plaskett and [House Minority Leader] Hakeem Jeffries soliciting money and dinner from Jeffrey Epstein AFTER he was a known sex offender," White House spokesperson Abigail Jackson said in a statement in response to the latest Raskin resolution.
Plaskett, a Democrat from the U.S. Virgin Islands, texted with Epstein during a congressional hearing in 2019, potentially influencing her questions for Michael Cohen, Trump's former personal attorney and fixer. The Post reported the text exchange, leading to an unsuccessful censure motion against her last week. Plaskett also received campaign donations from Epstein, who donated handsomely to politicians from the territory where he maintained his private island. Plaskett said in 2019 that she would return Epstein's campaign donations following public outcry.
Epstein received a campaign donation solicitation from a fundraising firm in 2013 that included an invitation to a private event with Jeffries, then a rising Democrat from Brooklyn. Comer asserted on the House floor earlier this month that the invitation amounted to "coordination" with Epstein. Jeffries called Comer a "malignant clown" when asked about Comer's assertion at a news conference, adding that he didn't know what the Republican was talking about.
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Courts & Law
Supreme Court puts off ruling on Trump's firing of copyright official
The Supreme Court will consider two other cases on presidential firings first.

The Supreme Court building in April. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


By Justin Jouvenal | 2025-11-26
The Supreme Court said Wednesday it would defer a decision about whether President Donald Trump can fire the nation's top copyright official until after it handles a pair of other cases weighing the legality of Trump's removal of high-ranking bureaucrats.
The Trump administration had asked the justices to clear the way for the president to remove Shira Perlmutter from her job as the register of copyrights and the head of the U.S. Copyright Office. In September, an appeals court ruled she could remain on the job while her lawsuit challenging her dismissal plays out.
Trump fired Perlmutter in May. She sued, claiming the president did not have the authority to dismiss her because she was a legislative officer, not an executive one. The copyright office is part of the Library of Congress, the research agency for the House and Senate.
The justices said they would wait to decide her case until they hear one dealing with Trump's firing of a Democratic member of the Federal Trade Commission and another over his attempts to remove a Democratic member of the Federal Reserve. The FTC case will be heard in December and the Federal Reserve one in January.
Trump fired both officials without giving a reason, despite laws saying they could only be removed for cause. The cases are a major test of whether the president has unfettered authority to remove the heads of independent agencies.
The register creates rules for obtaining copyrights and advises Congress on intellectual property matters. The register is appointed by the librarian of Congress.
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Politics
After Trump pressure, Indiana lawmakers shift to convene on redistricting
State House Republicans say they will gavel in on Dec. 1, while the Republican-led state Senate will gather on Dec. 8. The state Senate leader had previously said that wouldn't happen.

Indiana Senate president pro tempore Rodric Bray at the statehouse in Indianapolis in April. (AJ Mast/AP)


By Dylan Wells, Hannah Knowles | 2025-11-26
Indiana Republican leaders said Tuesday that the state legislature would reconvene in December to consider redrawing the state's congressional map, a reversal amid pressure from President Donald Trump.
State House Speaker Todd Huston (R) said the chamber's Republicans will gavel in on Dec. 1 to consider "all legislative business," including "redrawing the state's congressional map."
Shortly after his announcement, state Senate president pro tempore Rodric Bray (R) said the Senate will reconvene on Dec. 8 to "make a final decision ... on any redistricting proposal sent from the House." The  step marked a sharp turnaround from earlier this month, when Bray said there were not enough votes to move forward with redrawing the map, "and the Senate will not reconvene in December."
While it was not clear Tuesday whether the Trump-backed push would have the support to succeed, the change in plans was the latest turn in a nationwide fight between Republicans and Democrats to redraw U.S. House maps ahead of next year's midterm elections. A Trump-supported effort to add seats favoring the GOP in Texas set off the scramble, which has involved court fights, a statewide ballot measure and intense partisan showdowns in many states.
Indiana has proved a more challenging target for Trump than some other Republican-led states, with GOP leaders there showing public resistance this year to a change in the existing lines. For months, Trump and other administration officials have pressured lawmakers in the state to produce a new map -- a process normally undertaken every 10 years -- even hosting Hoosiers at the White House and dispatching Vice President JD Vance to the state to rally support.
Trump celebrated the news Tuesday and continued to threaten to primary Republicans in the state who do not get on board with his plan.
"I am glad to hear the Indiana House is stepping up to do the right thing, and I hope the Senate finds the Votes," Trump wrote on social media. "If they do, I will make sure that all of those people supporting me win their Primaries, and go on to Greatness but, if they don't, I will partner with the incredibly powerful MAGA Grassroots Republicans to elect STRONG Republicans who are ready to do what is needed."
The battle in Indiana is a test of Trump's ability to push members of his party to fall in line. Bray, who has previously said that he and other members of the caucus were not on board with the plan and instead favored focusing GOP efforts on winning the existing 1st Congressional District, recently told Politico that Trump had expressed his disappointment in a recent call and that "the last one was more pointed."
Lawmakers in the state on both sides of the issue have said they have faced swatting incidents, intimidation tactics and bomb threats.
"Enough is enough. These threats to lawmakers, including those received by me and my family in recent days, need to stop," Gov. Mike Braun (R) said on social media last week, speaking generally of threatening actions. He added, "Indiana State Police and their law-enforcement partners have been working around the clock all week to protect lawmakers and investigate threats."
Trump has frequently used his Truth Social website to criticize Republicans not on board with his plans. "Very disappointed in Indiana State Senate Republicans," he wrote in a post earlier this month, using an acronym to describe Bray as a Republican-in-name-only.
Bray said Tuesday that "the issue of redrawing Indiana's congressional maps mid-cycle has received a lot of attention and is causing strife here in our state."
Republicans hold a supermajority in the Indiana state Senate, but had signaled repeatedly that they did not have the votes for a redrawing of the map. The GOP currently holds seven of the state's nine congressional seats, and a new map would aim to increase that number or even give the party a clean sweep.
Elsewhere across the country, Republicans have drawn new maps in Texas, Missouri, North Carolina and Ohio that could give them as many as nine more seats. The map in Texas, approved by the state legislature and governor, is under a legal dispute. Supreme Court Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. temporarily cleared the way Friday for the map to take effect, though both parties are awaiting a final ruling on the matter.
In response to the GOP redistricting push, Democrats overwhelmingly approved a new map in California that could give them up to five more seats and kicked off a months-long process to redistrict in Virginia.
Kadia Goba contributed to this report.
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Middle East conflict
Senators push Rubio to investigate Israel's alleged violations in Gaza
Classified findings by the State Department's inspector general say hundreds of potential human rights violations are awaiting the U.S. government's review.

Israeli soldiers survey the destruction in Gaza. (Leo Correa/AP)


By John Hudson | 2025-11-26
Several Democratic senators are urging Secretary of State Marco Rubio to quickly investigate what a classified government watchdog report has described as "hundreds" of potential human rights violations allegedly committed by the Israeli military in Gaza.
Senators Chris Van Hollen (Maryland) and Jack Reed (Rhode Island) organized the petition to Rubio, warning in a letter to the State Department on Tuesday that delays in scrutinizing incidents of killing, torture and abuse in Gaza undermine laws barring U.S. security assistance for foreign military units credibly accused of such wrongdoing. Nine other senators in the Democratic caucus also signed on to the effort.
"Without effective enforcement mechanisms, these laws and policies become meaningless," the senators wrote.
The classified report they cite was produced by the State Department's Office of Inspector General, which found that the backlog of incidents related to Israeli military units could take the State Department years to fully examine. Those conclusions were first reported by The Washington Post last month.
"Given these findings, we urge you to quickly implement the OIG's recommendations and adjudicate these cases in a timely manner in order to ensure compliance with U.S. law," the senators wrote.
When asked about the letter, a State Department official said that "the department is aware of and complies with its legal obligations." The Israel Defense Forces did not respond to a request for comment.
While President Donald Trump and his top envoy Steve Witkoff have acknowledged widespread civilian casualties and carnage in Gaza, the State Department has yet to declare any Israeli unit ineligible for U.S. assistance under the Leahy Laws, which prohibit funding for foreign military units credibly accused of rights violations.
High-profile incidents in Gaza still pending a U.S. determination include the killing of seven World Central Kitchen workers in April 2024 and the killing of more than 100 Palestinians and wounding of 760 others gathered around aid trucks near Gaza City in February 2024, according to figures tallied by local health authorities there.
Nearly 70,000 Palestinians have been killed by Israel since Hamas's Oct. 7, 2023, surprise attack on southern Israel. The Hamas attack killed about 1,200 in Israel.
The classified report explains the protocol for reviewing suspected human rights violations by foreign militaries and notes that the process advantages Israel over other countries facing similar allegations.
The senators said this bespoke process "requires more burdensome consultation that allows the review to drag on, perhaps indefinitely." They asked Rubio if he needs more "resources" to vet the backlog of incidents.
Charles Blaha, a former State Department official in charge of the office that implements the Leahy Laws, said a lack of sufficient  resources is not preventing accountability. "What is lacking is the political will to stand up to Israel and find units ineligible," he said. Trump's predecessor as president, Joe Biden, was in office when the Gaza war began in October 2023 and faced similar accusations from human rights advocates and critics within his own Democratic Party.

President Donald Trump hosts Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in the Oval Office in April. With the president are Vice President JD Vance and Secretary of State Marco Rubio. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


While Tuesday's letter is led by Democrats, the White House has also come under pressure from American conservatives to rethink Washington's relationship with Israel. Former Trump aide Stephen K. Bannon and podcast host Tucker Carlson have decried the $3.8 billion the U.S. provides to Israel every year and have questioned how U.S. support for Israeli military operations in the West Bank and Gaza benefits U.S. interests.
"It's great to criticize and question our relationship with Israel because it's insane and it hurts us. We get nothing out of it," Carlson said recently.
A number of polling organizations, including the Pew Research Center, have found that conservatives under the age of 50 are increasingly skeptical of Israel. That cohort's negative views of Israel rose from 35 percent to 50 percent over the past three years.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said the U.S.-Israel relationship is about "common values."
"We have a partnership, an alliance of partners, who share common values and common goals," he said following a recent meeting with Vice President JD Vance. "We can have discussions, we can have disagreements here and there, but on the whole I have to say that in the past year we've had agreement -- agreement not only on goals but how to reach them."
Other Senate Democrats who signed on to the letter include Jeff Merkley (Oregon), Elizabeth Warren (Massachusetts), Edward J. Markey (Massachusetts), Peter Welch (Vermont), Brian Schatz (Hawaii), Tim Kaine (Virginia), Patty Murray (Washington) and Tina Smith (Minnesota). Bernie Sanders of Vermont, an independent who caucuses with Democrats, also signed it.
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Letters to the Editor
Women know the true price of Thanksgiving. And it isn't $55.
Holiday meals, gambling and rewriting history, through readers' eyes.

(Apu Gomes/Getty Images)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-11-27
On Saturday morning, while (mostly) women across the country woke up at the crack of dawn to beat the pre-Thanksgiving grocery store madness, NBC4Washington posted an Instagram video in which a young man opens a fridge, asking, "Well, there's a lot of Thanksgiving food in here, but how much did it cost?" The answer, according to the American Farm Bureau's 40th annual Thanksgiving survey, is $55.18 for a family of 10 -- $3 less than last year. I screamed a precise amount at my phone, and it was not $55.18 -- off by a decimal point.
I worked in restaurants long enough to know it is possible to cook a Thanksgiving dinner for $55.18. But this number fails to account for the labor, time, energy and emotional toll this and so many "family style" holidays put on the matriarchs of our households. Thanksgiving isn't one meal; it's a marathon of food, games, tailgate spreads, decor and morning-after brunches that women seamlessly make appear out of thin air.
So, what's the cost of a Thanksgiving dinner? Next year, wives of men who take the holiday "magic" for granted should serve them $55 on a plate.
Alisa Bernard, Alexandria
Last year, we could bet on the U.S. election through political event contracts. It was an easy leap for these same financial platforms to offer sports event contracts.
These prediction markets are everywhere. Anyone over 18 can open a brokerage account and bet on almost anything. The largest sportsbooks, DraftKings and FanDuel, plan to offer event contracts, and even the president's Truth Social platform is entering the space. And keep in mind prediction markets are available in states that have not legalized sports betting, like California and Texas.
Meanwhile, as Max Boot noted in his Nov. 18 op-ed, "Prop bets are ruining sports," legalized sports betting is receiving new scrutiny, as scandals continue to emerge. Almost everyone is focusing on the wrong issues. Banning prop bets will simply result in moving them to the illegal market or offshore. Banning prediction markets will result in the same. The proverbial train has left the station.
Instead, focus is needed on clarifying the regulatory framework: If prediction contracts are financial derivatives, they belong under the Commodity Futures Trading Commission. And they should come with warnings, like other financial options, that they are risky. Focus on protecting the integrity of games through increased enforcement against market manipulation and insider trading -- and on improving support for those suffering from gambling addiction.
Melinda Roth, Washington
In reading the Nov. 13 online news article "U.S. WWII cemetery in the Netherlands removes displays about Black troops," I was struck by the phrase about Black service members "serving primarily in labor and support positions." My father, Raymond E. Vickery Sr., was the executive officer of the 784th Tank Battalion, one of three tank battalions in World War II composed of White senior officers and Black junior officers and enlisted men.
Many White commanders considered Black soldiers not smart enough to operate and fight in the M4 Sherman tank. The men of the 784th and the other Black tank battalions proved them wrong. The 784th spearheaded the drive that liberated the city of Venlo, Netherlands, in February and early March 1945. According to the National WWII Museum, the 784th was considered "unstoppable" and lived up to its motto, "It Will Be Done." Members of the 784th killed in action were buried in the Netherlands American Cemetery in Margraten. Shame on a Trump administration that would allow these displays about Black troops to be removed.
Raymond E. Vickery Jr., Vienna
I write as a Dutch citizen who grew up with a deep awareness of the American sacrifice that helped liberate my country in World War II. For nearly 80 years, the American Cemetery at Margraten has been viewed here not as a foreign military site but as sacred ground. More than 8,300 American service members lie there, and Dutch families have tended their graves with flowers, letters and remembrances that pass from parent to child. Margraten is not only a place where Americans are honored. It is also a place where Dutch identity, gratitude and freedom are anchored.
That is why the recent decision to remove interpretive panels recognizing the role of Black American soldiers has caused such sadness and confusion. The explanation offered, which described the removal as a routine rotation of educational material, may satisfy a procedural checklist, but it does not feel like a curatorial decision. It feels like a return to historical habits where some stories are recorded in marble and others in pencil.
Black Americans were not extras in the cast of Europe's liberation. They were part of the force that made victory possible.
In the Netherlands, all American liberators are honored equally. We do not divide gratitude by race. Schoolchildren learn that the United States was vital to the defeat of Nazi Germany. The Dutch will continue to remember all American liberators. We ask only that the United States do the same.
Cees Steijger, Zeewolde, Netherlands
Following John Ficarra's Nov. 11 op-ed, "My colleague at Mad magazine was a war hero. Who knew?" -- and with Pearl Harbor Day coming up on Dec. 7 -- Post Opinions wants to know: Did any friends, family members or colleagues turn out to be secret war heroes? How did you find out they were downplaying their personal history? Share your response, and it might be published in the letters to the editor section. wapo.st/war_hero
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The Post's View
The National Guard ambush 
The tragedy is testing America's broken pollical culture. 

National Guard soldiers patrol Wednesday night in Foggy Bottom. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2025-11-27
Sarah Beckstrom, 20, and Andrew Wolfe, 24, were sworn in as National Guard members on Tuesday. The following day they were ambushed by an Afghan refugee while on patrol near the White House. As their families spend Thanksgiving at the hospital, it's worth considering what the tragedy says about the state of the country.
The National Guard's presence in the capital has been controversial since it began this summer. But blaming the servicemembers' presence for provoking this monstrous act is inappropriate. The Guard has helped reduce and deter violent crime and is far from menacing. At worst, deploying soldiers to pick up trash is a poor use of resources. President Donald Trump's decision to call up 500 additional guardsmen to patrol D.C. is a symbolic gesture, not a prelude to fascism.
At the same time, America's political class has shown little interest in lowering the temperature.
Trump used a televised address to the nation to blame his predecessor Joe Biden for the shooting. The alleged shooter came to the United States in 2021 amid America's disastrous withdrawal from Afghanistan. He had cooperated with the CIA in his home country and had been vetted by the American intelligence community. He was granted asylum earlier this year and had a pending application for a Special Immigrant Visa but had not yet been granted lawful permanent residence.
The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services has immediately and indefinitely paused all immigration from Afghanistan. The president announced he will "reexamine every single alien who has entered our country from Afghanistan under Biden." As more details emerge, investigating what signs were missed will be essential. It's been obvious for years that vetting was insufficiently thorough. The Biden team's failure to prepare for the fall of Kabul inevitably brought some dangerous people into the country. They should be identified and repatriated.
Yet threatening the status of all 77,000 Afghans refugees who have made America their home is morally bankrupt. Many are people who put their lives and their family's lives at risk to help the United States, working as interpreters and fighting alongside U.S. troops during the two-decade war.
Helping them secure permanent status in America, which would include further vetting and checks, has been a bipartisan issue in the House and Senate. To punish law-abiding refugees who risked everything to help America is not going to inspire foreign friends in the future. Many deserving Afghans have been waiting for years to get the right paperwork to enter the U.S., and some of their strongest supporters are U.S. veterans.
It was also disingenuous for the president to use a moment of national trauma to draw parallels between new Afghan arrivals and the fraud scheme being perpetrated by Somali immigrants in Minnesota. The nearly 80 people charged with pocketing hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars intended to feed needy children took advantage of this country's most vulnerable cohort.
"If they can't love our country" Trump said of immigrants, "we don't want em." It's not unreasonable to expect new arrivals to be enthusiastic about their adopted country, and the reality is that most are. Using this incident to suggest otherwise does a disservice to the country.
A week after Sept. 11, 2001, President George W. Bush visited a D.C. mosque to explain that Islam was not America's enemy, and the religion wasn't represented by the terrorists who flew planes into the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. Those attacks prompted the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan. That became the country's longest war, and it continues to have a long tail. Neither of Wednesday's victims was alive on 9/11.
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Opinions
A nation of immigrants
Michael Ramirez cartoon on the Mayflower and border patrol.

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post)


By Michael Ramirez | 2025-11-27

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post)
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The Post's View
Japan's prime minister says the quiet part out loud
Trump's ambiguity on Taiwan is frustrating but effective.

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi in Tokyo on Tuesday after a telephone call with President Donald Trump. (Issei Kato/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2025-11-27
Newly installed Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi has found herself in a scuffle with China over the thorny issue of Taiwan. She could stand to learn a lesson or two from a surprising source when it comes to this diplomatic conundrum: Donald Trump.
Takaichi sparked an escalating diplomatic row by telling her parliament that a Chinese attack on Taiwan would threaten Japan's survival, and Tokyo would respond militarily to defend the democratic, self-ruled island. It's encouraging that Japan is taking the threat seriously, but Beijing reacted to Tokyo with the predictable overheated fury.
China's top diplomat in Osaka, Consul General Xue Jian, effectively threatened to behead the Japanese leader on social media. China's Foreign Ministry warned its citizens against traveling to Japan, and the Education Ministry told students to reconsider their study plans. The planned release of two Japanese films in China was nixed, and Beijing threatened to cut off its market to Japanese seafood.
In a warning of how tensions might quickly escalate, China sent a formation of Coast Guard ships to patrol in the waters around the disputed Senkaku islands in Japan and the Diaoyu islands in China. These sorts of maneuvers can easily turn deadly in the event of an accidental collision in narrow waters.
This reflects profound insecurity on China's part, and it's a reminder of why, for all of America's missteps, many countries still prefer dealing with Washington. And Takaichi wasn't wrong. Japan has legitimate economic and security interests in Taiwan, which produces some 90 percent of the world's most advanced chips and is vital to Japan's shipping lanes.
Recognizing this reality, Japan has been ramping up its military spending and acquiring more sophisticated weaponry. Japan's new strategic doctrine correctly names China and North Korea as the greatest threats to regional stability. But why pick a fight now? Tokyo gains little from saying the quiet part out loud, even if hawks in other democratic nations take kindly to the country's newfound assertiveness.
Contrast this with Trump's ability to remain ambiguous on how the U.S. might react in the event of a Chinese invasion. During his Asia trip last month, he managed to lower the temperature after meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping. Taiwan was reportedly never discussed. A Monday phone call between Trump and Xi about the self-ruling democratic island may have eased tensions even more. Trump too often shoots from the hip, posting about attacking Venezuela or going into Nigeria "guns-a-blazing" to protect Christians. But he clearly understands the stakes with China are far higher.
Xi thrives on external conflict to rally nationalist sentiment at home and divert attention from China's slowing economy and widespread youth unemployment. Weaponizing anti-Japanese outrage is an easy way to do it.
Deterrence doesn't require unneeded provocation. With China, carrying a big stick is always better than speaking loudly.
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The Post's View
Black Friday is dead. Long live capitalism.
Chaotic scenes of yesteryear were an aberration from how a market economy works, not its apotheosis.

Shoppers enter a Wal-Mart at 5 a.m. in Secaucus, New Jersey, on Black Friday in 2008. (Mike Derer/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2025-11-27
Black Friday used to be ugly: Articles about people camping in parking lots on Thanksgiving night. Stories of retail workers being subject to abuse by rowdy customers. Videos of people elbowing and punching their way to a bargain on a new TV. Not a good look for capitalism.
Fortunately, things have changed. Now people don't expect to see customers shoving each other on Black Friday. In fact, they don't expect to see them at all. People can shop online, at a discount, from the comfort of their own homes. They also spread out their holiday shopping more than in the past, making the single day less important.
In other words, people are doing capitalism every day instead of taking Black Friday off. The Black Friday of yore was actually a one-day vacation from capitalism, a reminder of what life is like without prices and ordinary commerce.
Stores generally sold the products they marked down on Black Friday all year. But people didn't break down the doors to buy those products. That's because prices were set at the point where the product's supply and people's demand met. That's how markets distribute products, with price signals telling buyers how much to get and sellers how much to make.
On Black Friday, the store would mark the product way down, wrecking the price signal. Stores would communicate to customers that there was a limited supply, so they better show up in the wee hours to get it. That meant a lot more customers would want a desirable product at the same time, inviting the ensuing chaos.
When people resort to violence in the absence of a price signal, they are reverting to how wealth was acquired before mass consumer capitalism.
For most of human history, the best way to acquire wealth was to kill the people. There was so little wealth that most people couldn't ever expect to have much of it. The masses toiled on subsistence farms while a handful of aristocrats launched wars to conquer land and treasure.
Then came industrialization. Workers made more productive by new inventions had disposable income for the first time. New markets sprang into being, and ordinary people got a lot richer. The already rich became superrich. Unlike before, though, wealth wasn't acquired primarily by taking it. It was created by making other people better off.
Too many Americans take it for granted that the U.S. retail sector peacefully distributes over $7 trillion of stuff to hundreds of millions of people each year. That's more than the entire world's economic output in 1920. (Amazon, founded by Post owner Jeff Bezos, is the world's largest online retailer.)
Black Friday didn't become less vulgar from less capitalism. It got better because people have figured out that markets provide better ways to get holiday deals. Last year's sales were the highest on record, and they're projected to keep rising.
Black Friday is becoming just another unexceptional day when the most productive economy in the history of the world cranks out billions of dollars' worth of stuff that people need and want, with the expectation that it will continue to come up with new things people didn't even know they needed or wanted in the future. That's worth celebrating.
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Opinions
How to pay this great American inheritance forward  
To whom much is given ...

(Washington Post illustration; iStock) 


By Megan McArdle | 2025-11-27
It seems appropriate that America, the richest, most powerful nation in human history, has an entire holiday dedicated to giving thanks. Those to whom much is given find it hard to keep track of all their blessings. It's useful to have an annual reminder of just how much we have to be thankful for.
Normally, at this time of year, I dedicate a column to reflecting on the various innovations that have saved us from the normal human condition -- which is to say, a life of frequent discomforts punctuated by even greater miseries. If you are tempted to rhapsodize about some imagined Edenic past, ask yourself whether you really have the fortitude to bury half your children before they finish puberty. I personally do not. I am soft and prone to melancholy. So I will be forever grateful that fortune delivered me to this place and this time, where I can wallow in peace and prosperity.
This year, however, I've been reflecting on another thing we ought to be more grateful for: America herself. We have been taking her too much for granted recently, assuming that she will keep showering her gifts upon us without so much as a thank-you note. We're like trust-funders who slander capitalism and squander their incomes, secure in the knowledge that the checks will keep coming.
They will not, unless we once again start treating America as something we have to earn, rather than something we're entitled to.
Last week, I had the privilege of hearing a talk by Gordon Wood, the great historian of the American Revolution. He reminded the audience that "the United States is not a nation like other nations, and it never has been."
"Most of the European states," he continued, "were created out of a prior sense of a common ethnicity or language ... undergirded by peoples who had a preexisting sense of their own distinctiveness, their own nationhood. In the United States, the process was reversed. Americans created a state before they were a nation, and much of American history has been an effort to define the nature of that nationhood."
America had to invent itself out of whatever parts happened to be lying around: 13 colonies, dozens of ethnicities and language groups, uncounted religious sects. Yet out of this unlikely material, Americans wrought a miracle. They patched together a country that not only held together but kept getting bigger, richer, freer and more essential to humanity.
Hindsight blinds us to how difficult that project was and how many times it almost failed. If George Washington had not been such an able general, the revolution might have been quashed. If the Founding Fathers had been less able statesmen, our fledgling nation might have disintegrated into 13 rival countries. Or it could have fallen apart in the 1860s, when the country ripped itself to shreds over the great flaw in our Constitution: its allowance of slavery in the land of the free and the home of the brave. That flaw could well have proved fatal.
Instead we fixed it, at enormous cost. In the years since, we have repaired many other holes that appeared in the patchwork. The results have not been perfect, and there will undoubtedly be more patching to be done in the future. But it's lasted longer than it had any right to, and it remains a hell of a birthright.
Such inheritances do not last unless they are tended to. You can't just assume everything will hold together. You have to be willing to some of the mending.
Unfortunately, that's gone out of style among the elites who are supposed to be knitting together this improbable nation. Over the past couple decades, the people in charge of our great sense-making institutions -- academia, the media, entertainment and the arts -- decided that their main job was pointing out where the holes were and demanding that everyone else get busy fixing them. An emerging counter-elite of populist upstarts decided that it was much more fun to rip new holes than to figure out the boring work of governing.
Both groups tended to see their opponents as mortal enemies, rather than fellow Americans. Both spent a lot of time pointing out flaws in American-style free market democracy and little time reflecting on how pleasant, prosperous and free were their lives under that same system. And both groups were implicitly assuming that the work of keeping America in one piece belonged to someone else.
It doesn't belong to anyone else. It belongs to all of us and each of us. No American can afford to be a lazy trust-funder, living off passive income. We have to be active stewards of our legacy.
Fortunately, that trust still has a lot of capital left, and no damage has been done that cannot be repaired with a little hard work. We should start that work by giving thanks this holiday for the astounding country we've inherited. And then we should get busy.
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The Post's View
Britain has become a cautionary tale for overspending
The Labour Party government is raising taxes again and revoking rights to deal with a court backlog.

Artist Kaya Mar holds his caricature painting of British Chancellor of the Exchequer Rachel Reeves in London on Wednesday ahead of her presentation of the Autumn Budget Statement to Parliament. (Toby Melville/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2025-11-27
Can Britain escape its doom loop? The country has become a cautionary tale for what happens when politicians can no longer borrow their way out of unrealistic campaign promises. America, take note.
London remains glamorous, but not much else works in Britain. The bandages holding together its leading institutions, including the National Health Service and the justice system, fell off during the pandemic. More than four years after Britain's vaccination rollout, as of September, a backlog of 6.2 million patients are waiting for treatment and 78,000 cases are pending before courts.
In response to these challenges, the Labour Party government has opted to hike taxes and revoke rights. BBC News reports that the government is considering ending jury trials for many defendants, leaving their fate up to only a judge. Justice Secretary David Lammy, who tweeted in 2020 that jury trials are a "fundamental part" of the "democratic settlement," now oversees a department that says there is "no right" to trial by jury and plans to propose legislation that will limit such trials to suspects charged with the most serious violent crimes.
Faced with a seemingly insurmountable challenge, the government sees no way out but to chip away at a core pillar of a free society. The outrage has been loud and widespread, and the Ministry of Justice may back off. If Lammy moves ahead, it would not be on principle but out of desperation.
This is what happens when a rich nation runs out of resources. The collapse of market confidence in Britain in 2022 - when Liz Truss's 49-day government tried to borrow PS100 billion to usher in energy price controls - turned the U.K. into the poster child for irresponsible overspending, from which it has still not recovered.
Other rich nations have a worse debt to GDP ratio. Britain hovers around 100 per cent, with America around 120 percent and Japan at a staggering 240 percent. Yet the bond markets pay extra close attention to the U.K. now, leaving the country burdened with the highest borrowing costs in the G7. The government will spend roughly PS100 billion to service its debt this year, nearly 9 percent of total spending.
The burden was illustrated Wednesday when Chancellor Rachel Reeves proposed her annual budget. After promising tax hikes last year were a one-off event, she has announced another round of hikes, adding up to PS26 billion by 2029, taking the tax burden to a record-high 38 percent of GDP.
The government wants to spend a lot more money than voters are willing to pay in taxes. So politicians have to craft narratives, pretending like the money is coming from somewhere else, and that the annual deficit and national debt are a top priority -- always to be addressed next year.
Sound familiar? Tariffs are paid by foreign countries, according to President Donald Trump. The national debt is a great concern - never mind that the Big Beautiful Bill did little to cut spending. America might be safe for a while longer, thanks to the dollar's status as the world's reserve currency, but no country spending wildly beyond its means is immune to reality forever.
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The Post's View
Trump's in-kind contribution to Mark Kelly '28
Harassing Democrats for protected speech will help them politically.

Sen. Mark Kelly (D-Arizona) at the Capitol on Nov. 18. (Annabelle Gordon/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2025-11-26
Problem: Republican poll numbers are sagging a year out from the 2026 midterms. Solution: Bring phony charges against Mark Kelly, a popular swing-state Senate Democrat?
The Defense Department, following a social-media meltdown by President Donald Trump, is threatening to court-martial the Arizona senator and retired Navy captain because he appeared in a video urging members of the military and security agencies to disobey "illegal orders." The Trump administration also sent the Federal Bureau of Investigation to interview him and five other lawmakers who appeared in the video.
The provocative video by congressional Democrats risks stirring up trouble in the military that might undermine good order and discipline. At the same time, it's literally true that under the Uniform Code of Military Justice, the duty to obey orders is limited to orders that are lawful. If a superior tells a soldier to do something blatantly illegal, the soldier is not supposed to comply.
Weren't Republicans recently up in arms over the revelation that the Biden administration's Justice Department had subpoenaed GOP senators' phone records? We criticized that overreach because the executive branch needs to tread carefully before using its law enforcement powers against the legislative branch. Now Trump's FBI is trying to interrogate members of Congress over constitutionally protected speech.
The Trump administration's increasingly regular abuse of the law-enforcement process would be more intimidating if it wasn't so incompetent. This week a federal judge threw out two indictments the president ordered up against his foes after a shambolic performance by the Justice Department.
Any prosecution of these members of Congress would meet the same result. It would also provide fodder for Democrats in 2026. Kelly, who was on Kamala Harris's shortlist for vice president in 2024, has already seen a fundraising spike. The veteran might even have a shot at the top of the ticket in 2028 if the president is foolish enough to drag him in front of a court-martial.
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Letters to the Editor
Civility and respect on airplanes must go both ways
Readers respond to Post articles and commentary.

(iStock)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-11-26
Regarding the Nov. 24 Style article "The government wants 'civility' back on flights":
Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy's recommendation about dressing "with respect" on flights, singling out for criticism those who sport sweatpants, misses an important point, setting aside for the moment the rising incidents of passenger rage during flights.
I contend that there is a demonstrable and direct correlation between loosening standards of dress on planes and the increasingly predatory and frankly crude treatment that airlines consistently accord to their customers.
Why should folks bother to get dressed in their Sunday best (as we used to be happy to do) when the quality and respect that airlines give their passengers have severely declined. Today, passengers are forced to pay exorbitant ticket prices, but only those with means to pay extra are guaranteed a comfortable or spacious seat. Passengers also have to pay an additional fee to check a bag, and are given only a few crackers, pretzels or other measly snack to eat on many domestic flights.
Duffy should instead consider using his bully pulpit to urge airlines to improve their in-flight service. He might want to start by examining and comparing U.S. airlines with European and other premier airlines' higher standards, and the forms of respect they extend to economy class passengers, in particular. It really boils down to showing mutual respect.
T. Michael Peay, Silver Spring
The 1955 picture that accompanied the Nov. 24 Style article about the government wanting "civility back on flights" perfectly explained why that civility has waned in the past 70 years. There were wide seats with a nice headrest, only two seats in a row, curtains on the windows, large pillows available right over the seat and little need for carry-on luggage because checked baggage was generally included with a ticket.
Peter Bucky, Ashburn
I'm sure the suggestions offered by Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy would apply only to commercial air travel. Otherwise, Duffy might want to start his civility campaign with President Donald Trump on Air Force One. If the Transportation Department is urging travelers to be civil with one another, calling someone "piggy" is definitely a no-no.
Diane B. Norton, Fairfax
The Nov. 16 news article "Officials confirm first U.S. case of human bird flu in 9 months" highlighted a growing public health threat that demands more urgency from federal decision-makers. Yet the Agriculture Department continues to reject the most effective tool available to slow this virus: vaccination.
As a result of last winter's outbreaks, more than 18 million chickens were killed under mandatory USDA culling protocols, often by ventilation shutdown, causing birds to die slowly from extreme heat.
Biosecurity alone cannot stop a virus from moving across one of the most poultry-dense regions in the country. But the science is clear: HPAI poultry vaccines used in other countries offer protection against illness, minimize viral shed and spread, and therefore reduce the rate of mass extermination of entire flocks. France vaccinated its birds, and the number of cases dropped dramatically. The U.S. already has a proven vaccine for this strain, validated by federal scientists, yet the USDA refuses to authorize its use.
The reason is political. U.S. broiler chicken exports would be restricted under existing regulations if poultry were vaccinated against avian influenza, unless trade rules are revised. Broiler producers have lost relatively few birds to this virus, and they've successfully pressured the USDA to avoid trade risk, leaving egg and turkey farmers, taxpayers and public health to absorb the devastation.
Since 2022, taxpayers have spent more than $1 billion reimbursing companies for these killings. Meanwhile, each outbreak gives the virus new opportunities to mutate.
The USDA shouldn't let export restrictions in one segment of the industry dictate national disease policy. Vaccination must be authorized before the next wave becomes even more costly, for animals and for people.
Michael Windsor, Fort Collins, Colorado
The writer is senior director of corporate engagement at the Humane League.
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent wrote about the filibuster in his Nov. 25 op-ed, "It's time to end the filibuster," in the context of the classic prisoner's dilemma, where in a repeated game, the player who always cooperates wins and the opponent who always betrays is doomed to lose. What he neglected to point out was the prisoner's dilemma's most basic tenet: that cooperation in the form of both prisoners acting in unison leads to the best outcome.
The Senate, and Congress as a whole, was envisioned to function as debate leading to agreement on a path. Even if one side has to settle for a less-than-optimal outcome, the relationship built leads to further cooperation on a later matter. Our current politics comprises persistent acts of betrayal netting increasingly poor outcomes.
Where the metaphor truly falters is that the game is continuous, at least when we are describing Congress. Cashing in the benefit of stalling one measure only to align with another is a losing strategy. Trust is a momentum that builds over time and is destroyed in a moment.
Possibly it would be better if Congress, or secretaries of various agencies, were made to live under the conditions they create. That might offer true understanding of how the "game" rarely ends in an optimal outcome.
Lawrence Whittier Doe Jr., Annapolis
Following John Ficarra's Nov. 11 op-ed, "My colleague at Mad magazine was a war hero. Who knew?" -- and with Pearl Harbor Day coming up on Dec. 7 -- Post Opinions wants to know: Did any friends, family members or colleagues turn out to be secret war heroes? How did you find out they were downplaying their personal history? Share your response, and it might be published in the letters to the editor section.
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The Post's View
Thankful for breakthroughs in gene therapy
An emerging technology, still in its infancy, is starting to produce personalized medical miracles.

(For The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2025-11-26
Huntington's disease is one of the cruelest genetic afflictions a family can endure. The condition, which affects around 41,000 Americans, is the result of an error in a person's DNA that causes their brain to deteriorate, typically starting in their 30s or 40s. Symptoms include dramatic personality changes, Alzheimer's-like forgetfulness and an eventual breakdown of motor and speech skills. Families are forced to watch as their loved ones slowly lose their sense of self in the prime years of their life, with no hope of recovery.
There is hope, however, that this devastating disease will one day be eradicated, thanks to rapid advances in gene therapy.
A new treatment has shown remarkable promise in a clinical trial, slowing down symptoms by an average of 75 percent among patients who received it. The results, released in September and not yet peer-reviewed, come with caveats: The trial in England consisted of just 29 patients, and long-term effects remain unclear. Still, scientists believe this might lead to therapies that can address the genetic glitch before someone becomes sick.
That is just one of many recent breakthroughs achieved in gene therapy. In May, a team of researchers at Children's Hospital of Philadelphia and the Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania published a study detailing the successful treatment of an infant born with a rare and life-threatening genetic liver deficiency. The baby has since reduced the medications he needs to take, and his parents have been enjoying the thrill of watching his childhood milestones -- eating solid foods and learning to walk.
The scientists used CRISPR, the gene-editing tool that won the Nobel Prize in 2020, to develop the therapy in a span of just six months. That made it the first-ever treatment specifically designed to correct a single patient's genetic code. While such "precision" medicine is just beginning (and still extremely expensive), scientists are optimistic it might unlock personalized treatments that could help millions of people worldwide with rare genetic diseases whose conditions are not profitable enough for drug manufacturers to confront.
The Food and Drug Administration has approved dozens of such medicines in recent years. And many more are on their way: One has shown impressive results this year to address a disease that causes blindness in children. Another harnesses a harmless virus that can deliver a genetic "Trojan horse" that has shown promise to kill certain cancers.
The field of gene therapy remains in its infancy. The FDA approved its first CRISPR-based treatment -- Casgevy, which is being used to treat sickle cell disease -- only in 2023. There's no telling what once unimaginable cures this technology might unleash.
Americans gathering for Thanksgiving might take a moment to contemplate the extraordinary power of these innovations. The scientists who spend countless hours poring over humankind's genetic code in endless battle against disease deserve a hearty toast.
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Have food prices changed since Trump's inauguration? We are tracking it.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Live updates: FBI executing search warrants in multiple U.S. cities after National Guard shooting
National Guard troops Sarah Beckstrom and Andrew Wolfe are in critical condition after being shot near the White House, officials said. The suspect was named as Afghan national Rahmanullah Lakanwal. 
By Leo Sands, Victoria Craw, Frances Vinall, Praveena Somasundaram, Tara  Copp, Warren Strobel, Jeremy Roebuck, Gaya Gupta, Michael Birnbaum, Dana Hedgpeth, Nicole Asbury, Mariana Trujillo Valdes, Julie Yoon, Alvaro Valino, Rick Noack, Haq Nawaz Khan, Niha Masih, Alice Li, David Bruns | 2025-11-27
FBI Director Kash Patel said his office is executing search warrants around the country after Wednesday's National Guard shooting, including the last-known residence of the suspect, Afghan national Rahmanullah Lakanwal, in Washington state. U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia Jeanine Pirro said the 29-year-old was charged with firearm possession and three counts of assault with intent to kill while armed.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
The other thing Americans consume in record numbers on Thanksgiving: marijuana
At a Maryland cannabis dispensary on 'Green Wednesday,' a day that has begun to rival 4/20 for the most weed sales, one product sold out in 15 minutes.       

Customers line up to take advantage of sales the day before Thanksgiving Day at RISE in Silver Spring, Maryland on Nov. 26, 2025. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


By Marissa Lang | 2025-11-27
On what was shaping up to be the busiest day of the year at a marijuana dispensary in Maryland, people kept rolling in. They had all come with the same plan: to get a little something extra to bring to Thanksgiving dinner.
Edibles for the in-laws, pre-rolls for that post-meal walk. Maybe some special cookies to share with friends.
"People getting stocked up for Thanksgiving, huh?" one customer observed, scanning the busy rows of check-out stations.
"Yeah, you know, cousins coming into town, family getting together, people needing to relax a little" said E. Friday, a personal care specialist who goes by their first initial and uses the pronouns they and them. Friday works at RISE, a cannabis dispensary in Silver Spring, Md.
"You know how it goes," Friday added.
They chuckled.
As cannabis has become less stigmatized and more readily available in the U.S., industry experts said, Green Wednesday has begun to rival famed stoner holiday 4/20, which falls on April 20, as the day weed dispensaries see the highest sales numbers and the most foot traffic.
At RISE, the merchandise was moving. Doorbuster deals like the exclusive Queen Cola -- a long stem with 14 grams of marijuana flower cut from the cluster at the very top of a cannabis plant, which experts say produces the highest concentration of resin -- flew off the shelves at $100.
General manager Rick Gizzi said the batch of limited-edition Queen Cola flowers the store had in stock sold out in 15 minutes.

The Queen Cola sold out quickly at RISE. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


To many longtime consumers, having cannabis on and around Turkey Day has become as integral to the holiday as apple pie. But experts say what separates Green Wednesday from other weed-specific holidays is that it can feel more inclusive to people who may only partake in cannabis products infrequently or socially.
"This is really the start of a big selling season," said Dominic O'Brien, the chief commercial officer at Green Thumb Industries, which owns RISE and more than 100 other retail locations across 14 states. "We have some customers who only shop a few times a year, and those consumers are coming in around Christmas, New Year's, Thanksgiving and 4/20."
Cannabis in the U.S. is a $34 billion industry, according to the Cannabis Media Council, a trade group dedicated to combating the stigma of pot use. Hemp-derived products, which include many THC-infused beverages hitting shelves at stores such as Total Wine, is estimated to be a $28 billion industry.
The moniker "Green Wednesday" was coined in California about eight years ago, as cannabis merchants noticed a big spike in sales just before Thanksgiving, according to the CMC. They decided to play off Black Friday with an epithet -- and discounts -- of their own.
Today, the occasion has caught on in dispensaries around the country.
In the nation's capital, where licenses for legal cannabis shops and increased regulatory enforcement have rolled out this year, some businesses were advertising holiday specials and how-to guides on pairing specific strains of weed with traditional Thanksgiving food items.
"Thanksgiving is a time to gather, celebrate and indulge in delicious flavors -- and with the right Thanksgiving cannabis strain and food pairings, the holiday experience can reach new heights," Blaze D.C. wrote in a blog post.
Ryan Crandall, the chief commercial officer at MariMed, which owns Thrive dispensaries in Upper Marlboro and Annapolis, Md., along with around a dozen other retail locations across five states, said food pairing events -- where customers pay to attend a multicourse meal with cannabis pairings at each course -- have been increasingly popular among consumers.
"People really want to understand more about the plant and how to get the most enjoyment out of it," Crandall said. "I predict we're going to see a lot more of that."
Incorporating cannabis into more mainstream family traditions such as eating a big meal together on Thanksgiving -- or inviting relatives of varying generations on the so-called "cousin walk" -- is how marijuana advocates say stigmas around consumption are being dispelled.

Cannabis Media Council created Thanksgiving-specific PSAs. ( Cannabis Media Council)


"We're seeing this generational normalization and conversation with adult members of the family who, if they're choosing to consume cannabis during this holiday, might feel less embarrassed and less ashamed about it," said Amy Deneson, the executive director of the CMC. "Elders are consuming cannabis, even though they have been the most misinformed and have the most stigma of all the generations. We hope the aunties and the grandmas in our families can consume cannabis for their own joy or wellness and it helps to normalize it within the family -- to show that you can be responsible and have safe use."
At the Silver Spring dispensary Wednesday, a mother and daughter in matching red-and-black accented outfits walked up to the checkout counter together. They laughed and spoke in unison. They do a lot together, they said. That includes smoking weed.
"We're definitely going to smoke together on Thanksgiving," said Tiffany Lewis, 32, as her mom, Mable Williams, 63, nodded.
"I'm excited to smoke and eat some of that green bean casserole," Williams said.

Gotham dispensary in NYC, a Cannabis Media Council member organization, is selling tins of pre-rolls specifically for "cousin walks" during the Thanksgiving holiday. ( Cannabis Media Council)


The federal government still classifies marijuana as a Schedule 1 drug, which means it is considered to have "no currently accepted medical use" and a "high potential for abuse," according to the Drug Enforcement Administration, though many states have legalized cannabis for medical purposes and adult recreational use.
Legality varies state to state, and experts caution consumers who want to bring any cannabis products across state lines to check regulations around possession and gift-giving.
A new law posing a threat to the industry is a piece of the federal spending bill that ended the government shutdown and also set a one-year deadline to close a loophole that allows hemp-based products to be sold outside of the cannabis-specific marketplace. That includes products like gummies and those THC-infused beverages being sold in liquor stores.
But that didn't seem to stem the flow of customers on Wednesday at RISE.
One customer rolled his wheeled suitcase alongside him as he walked through the neat rows of rolling papers and novelty items that line RISE's checkout line.
"Are you just popping in or are you about to get up on out of here?" Friday asked, noticing the suitcase and wondering if he was visiting the region for the holiday or about to escape it.
"Just got in," the man said.
"First stop!" Friday exclaimed merrily. "I love it. Listen, happy Thanksgiving."
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Archaeologists find location of Native American villages noted by John Smith
Thousands of artifacts were found near Fones Cliffs, an area that was once home to a Virginia tribe that John Smith wrote about.

Laura McCarty, an assistant archaeologist with St. Mary's College of Maryland, works at Fones Cliffs in Virginia, where researchers found evidence of the Rappahannock Tribe that lived in the area centuries ago. (Dana Hedgpeth/The Washington Post)


By Dana Hedgpeth | 2025-11-27
Centuries-old documents told of Native American settlements in the Fones Cliffs area of the Rappahannock River in Virginia's Northern Neck.
In the 1600s, English explorer John Smith wrote of how he and his men were attacked by Native Americans along the river. A document from the 1660s detailed how the Rappahannock Tribe was promised 30 blankets in exchange for more than 25,000 acres of their land.
But the exact location of these towns had never been pinpointed until now.
Archaeologists cross-referenced historic maps, documents and deeds with oral histories from Rappahannock tribal members. Then last fall, in the woods of Richmond County on areas near the bluffs, they started digging.
For months, the crew from St. Mary's College of Maryland surveyed the land to try to find the early settlements but found nothing that could be linked to Smith's foray. Then this summer, they came upon items on land the Rappahannock Tribe has been working to reclaim. The archaeologists are now revealing their discoveries of roughly 11,000 artifacts -- some dating to the 1500s -- ranging from tiny beads and shards of pottery with detailed markings to pieces of stone tools and pipes.

Artifacts found at the Fones Cliffs archaeological dig. (Dana Hedgpeth/The Washington Post)



Decorated pottery pieces were among the thousands of artifacts found. (Dana Hedgpeth/The Washington Post)


It was physical proof of the Rappahannock towns and villages that Smith had described.
"Indian people have long known of the land and our history and presence here," said Anne Richardson, chief of the roughly 300-member Rappahannock Tribe, which is primarily in King and Queen County. "But so often things aren't considered 'real' until they're found or 'discovered.' This validates what we've long known."
These findings come just seven years after the tribe was formally recognized by the U.S. government, bolstering its efforts to reclaim its ancestral land. The tribe has nearly finished closing deals to reclaim roughly 2,100 acres of land that was once theirs.
Experts from St. Mary's College matched old documents with the oral histories passed down for generations by the Rappahannocks, including Richardson, who's the fourth generation of her family to serve as the tribe's chief and took over in the late 1990s.
They then walked into the woods, about a mile from the paved road, and marked off the property with pink and orange flags. They dug shallow pits and got on their hands and knees to scrape the dirt with trowels. At one spot, they found blackened dirt and rock -- possible evidence of a hearth, the researchers said.
"This was where we lived," Richardson said, as she recently watched the archaeologists work. "This could have been the spot where they gathered and cooked."
Fones Cliffs sits on the north side of the Rappahannock River and is geologically unique because of its distinctive white diatomaceous earth -- formed from fossilized remains of aquatic organisms from 5 million years ago when a shallow sea covered much of the area, according to Julia King, chair of the anthropology department at St. Mary's College. Wildlife experts said it's a rare spot because its wetlands are largely untouched and serve as an ideal habitat for bald eagles, fish and other animals.
The Rappahannocks once lived in villages and towns in the lush region, long before English settlers arrived, said Richardson and tribal elders and historians. They grew corn, squash and beans, hunted deer and rabbits, and harvested berries and plants. At the tribe's peak in the mid-to-late 1500s, its land encompassed more than 350,000 acres along the river valley, and its population reached nearly 2,400.
In 1608, Smith -- the English explorer -- and his men left Jamestown to map the Chesapeake Bay. As they traveled by boat along the river, the Rappahannocks tracked their approach from the cliffs while other Indians, armed with arrows and disguised as bushes, hid nearby in the marsh. Just as the river narrowed, the Rappahannocks ambushed them, though Smith and his men managed to escape. In one of the most famous maps of the region, Smith showed several Rappahannock towns at Fones Cliffs.

A map of Virginia in the early 1600s by the English explorer John Smith shows Native American tribes in the region. (Library of Congress)


"We had heard the Indigenous stories of towns on the cliffs, and we had seen John Smith's map showing three towns up there, but we had not found artifacts supporting that until now," said King, who with the tribe's blessings, led the work at Fones Cliffs.
The Rappahannocks have been working for the last few years with the help of donors, government agencies and conservationists to reclaim their ancestral homelands. Their work is part of a national trend of returning land to Native American tribes that's gained momentum in recent years, as a way of righting wrongs.
"These are people who were displaced from their land more than 400 years ago, and it's so important that they're given the opportunity to regain that connection that by right is theirs," said Heather Richards, the Mid-Atlantic regional vice president for the Conservation Fund, which helped the Rappahannocks acquire a large parcel of land at Fones Cliffs.
Starting in the 1640s, the Rappahannocks' land was taken by English settlers who turned much of it into plantations. In 1924, Virginia's Racial Integrity Act tried to erase Native Americans by declaring that every state resident had to be either White or Black. The Rappahannocks -- as well as other tribes in the Mid-Atlantic area -- struggled to maintain their identity for generations and essentially became a landless tribe. Eventually, the Rappahannocks' land at Fones Cliffs ended up in private ownership, and for the last three decades, much of it was used for logging.
During the colonial period, Edward DuBois Ragan -- the Rappahannock's tribal historic preservation officer -- said the Rappahannocks "were alienated from this land, even though treaties guaranteed them the rights to occupy, hunt, fish and oyster there."
Still, Rappahannock families had ceremonies, picnics and fish in the Fones Cliffs area, even though it was privately owned.

Rappahannock Tribal Chief Anne Richardson on land at Fones Cliffs that is part of her tribe's ancestral homeland. The tribe has bought back large parcels of it. (Dana Hedgpeth/The Washington Post)


King's team named one of the Fones Cliffs parcels after "Indian Peter," who was a young man they learned about in documents who lived in the area at the turn of the 18th century. Researchers believe Indian Peter -- the son of an Englishman and Rappahannock woman -- was a servant who was promised freedom upon his father's death. Archaeologists found roughly 2,500 artifacts on the Indian Peter area.
Fones Cliffs is divided into several parcels. One is owned by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Two others are owned by the Rappahannocks and protected with conservation easements. The tribe plans to build a welcome center on some of the land and create a system of trails and kiosks to educate the public about the land's history and the tribe's traditions.
"There's a connection for us to this land," Richardson said, "and getting it back is recovering our history."
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Cold for Thanksgiving and even colder in the days following
This round of chilly air hangs out for the holiday weekend, then another round with a storm inbound. 

A ginkgo tree creates a carpet of yellow as leaves fall at Dumbarton House earlier this week. (Jeannie in D.C./Flickr)


By Ian Livingston | 2025-11-27
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Despite increasing sun, highs only crawl toward the mid-40s. Wind gusts up to 30 mph make it feel more like 20s and 30s most of the day.
What's next? Most spots get a hard freeze tonight and Friday night. Highs in the low 40s Black Friday climb slightly each day through Sunday. Another round of cold follows.
Today's daily digit -- 5/10: The cold wind is far from ideal but I'm feeling generous given some sunshine and a holiday. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Forecast in detail
Thanksgiving (Thursday): We see a good deal of clouds, especially northern and western parts of the area, which leaves limited time for rays given an unfortunately early sunset. Daytime highs are mostly in the low and mid-40s as winds gust out of the west and northwest around 25 mph. That makes it feel like the 30s or colder much of the day. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Skies are mainly clear, and winds diminish somewhat from during the day. Evening temperatures rapidly fall into the 30s on their way to lows ranging from the mid-20s to around 30. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Friday): Morning wind chills in the teens to near 20 don't rise fast with the sun. Temperatures only edge up to the upper 30s and lower 40s. With winds from the west and northwest gusting to 30 or 35 mph there's a bite through the day despite lots of sun. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Winds diminish again with darkness, but some gusts stick with us overnight. This should be the coldest of the bunch with lows ranging from the low 20s in the coldest spots outside the Beltway to upper 20s downtown D.C. Confidence: Medium
A look ahead
High pressure is in control on Saturday. It may try to match Friday's cold, with highs largely from 40 to 45 despite copious sun. Confidence: Medium
The next storm system in the Great Lakes region sends precipitation our way Sunday. With a little cold air hanging on, we could see a brief period of wet snow or sleet in the morning, especially north and west of D.C., before a flip to some patchy light rain. None of precipitation should amount to much. Temperatures rise toward the mid-40s, perhaps around 50 in the toastiest locations.
Another brief bout of high pressure on Monday. It's of the Canadian variety so it mostly means seasonable chill. Rather sunny with highs in the mid-40s to near 50.
By Tuesday, the next chance of precipitation arrives, although the storm track is still uncertain. Rain, snow and/or a wintry mix is possible depending on how much cold air is in place; it's also possible much of the precipitation stays to our south. Highs could range from the mid-30s to mid-40s, depending on the storm track. Any storm in the region could linger until early Wednesday, but it's got nothing holding it back so clearing may be the story by then. Confidence: Medium
On this day in 1978, a calendar-day record 2.3 inches of snow fell. It followed 0.8 inches the night before.
"The season's first storm deposited 3 to 5 inches of snow on the Washington area yesterday, slowing commuter traffic, closing some schools and bringing the long, glorious autumn of 1978 to an abrupt end," The Washington Post reported on Nov. 28. "With temperatures hovering just above freezing, snow blanketed the area Sunday night and early yesterday, then turned to cold, intermittent rain the rest of the day."
Here are other notables from this date:
	Average high: 54
	Average low: 38
	Record high: 75 (1896)
	Record low: 14 (1950)
	Record rainfall: 1.82 inches (1944)
	Record snowfall: 2.3 inches (1978)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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D.C.
2 National Guard members in critical condition; D.C. shooting suspect said to be Afghan national
The suspect, who was also shot, was taken into custody, according to D.C. police. The suspected shooter is said to be an Afghan national.

(Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


By Emily Davies, Jenny Gathright, Juan Benn Jr., Anumita Kaur, Daniel Wu, Frances Vinall, Niha Masih, Andrew Jeong, Dana Hedgpeth, Michael Birnbaum, Alex Horton, Natalie Allison, Alec Dent, Brianna Tucker, Alice Li, David Bruns, Warren Strobel, Noah Robertson, Mariana Trujillo Valdes, Derek Hawkins, Jeremy Roebuck, Beth Reinhard, Tatum Hunter, Amber Ferguson, Olivia George, Tara  Copp, Jacob Bogage, Ian Duncan, Clarence Williams, Nick Mourtoupalas, Azi Paybarah | 2025-11-27
This live coverage has ended. For the latest updates, please go here.
Two West Virginia National Guard members were in critical condition Wednesday after they were shot just outside the White House complex in downtown Washington in what officials said appeared to be a targeted attack.
The suspected shooter has been identified as an Afghan national who entered the United States in 2021 and at some point lived in Washington state, according to multiple people familiar with the investigation who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive information. Two of those people said the suspect was Rahmanullah Lakanwal.
President Donald Trump, in a video address, called the D.C. shooting a "crime against humanity."
He said the Department of Homeland Security was "confident" the suspect is from Afghanistan and that his administration will conduct a full review of Afghan nationals who were admitted to the United States under the Biden administration.
Immigration requests from Afghan nationals will no longer be processed, effective immediately, for an indefinite period, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services said on Wednesday night. A "review of security and vetting protocols" will take place during the stoppage, it added.
DHS Secretary Kristi L. Noem said on social media the suspect entered the United States on Sept. 8, 2021, through "Operation Allies Welcome," a program to resettle vulnerable Afghans, including those who assisted the United States, after the chaotic withdrawal of U.S. troops there and the resumption of Taliban rule in August that year.
The suspect, who was also shot, was taken into custody, Jeffery Carroll, executive assistant chief with the D.C. police, told reporters at a news conference. He described the person as a "lone gunman" who "ambushed" the Guard members.
Carroll declined to comment on a suspected motive.
West Virginia Gov. Patrick Morrisey (R) initially said both Guard members were killed, but he later said he was getting "conflicting reports" about their condition.
Trump, in his remarks, said he has directed 500 additional troops to be mobilized in Washington after the shooting.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Two National Guard members critically wounded in 'targeted' shooting in D.C.
President Donald Trump said the Department of Homeland Security was "confident" the suspect is an Afghan national.

National Guard troops patrol outside George Washington University Hospital in D.C. on Wednesday evening. Two Guard members were shot outside the Farragut West Metro station. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post) 


By Jenny Gathright, Emily Davies, Dana Hedgpeth | 2025-11-27
Two National Guard members were shot and critically wounded Wednesday afternoon outside the White House complex in what officials described as a targeted attack.
A suspect -- who police say appears to be the only shooter -- was shot and then taken into police custody, according to authorities.
The suspected shooter was identified as an Afghan national who entered the United States in 2021 and at some point lived in Washington state, according to multiple people familiar with the investigation who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive information. Two of those people said the suspect was Rahmanullah Lakanwal.
Police did not comment on a potential motive.
The wounded Guard members were from West Virginia, sent to D.C. to support President Donald Trump's deployment of more than 2,000 National Guard troops to address what he called a "crime emergency" in the nation's capital. A judge had recently said their presence in the city was illegal. The Guard troops were apparently ambushed, officials said, while patrolling in broad daylight in a busy downtown corridor typically packed with tourists and federal workers.
"Our prayers are with these brave service members, their families, and the entire Guard community," wrote West Virginia Gov. Patrick Morrisey on X.
Trump wrote on Truth Social that "the animal that shot the two National Guardsmen, with both being critically wounded ... will pay a very steep price."

Two West Virginia National Guard members were in critical condition Nov. 26 after they were shot just outside the White House complex in downtown Washington.


Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem said Wednesday that the suspect entered the U.S. under Operation Allies Welcome, an initiative set up by the Biden administration following the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan in August 2021. The effort sought to support and resettle vulnerable Afghans, particularly those who worked alongside U.S. forces in Afghanistan for more than two decades.
In a video address, Trump said the Department of Homeland Security was "confident" the suspect is from Afghanistan and that his administration would conduct a full review of Afghan nationals who were admitted into the country under President Joe Biden.
Shortly after the president's remarks, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services said in a social media post that the processing of all immigration requests relating to Afghan nationals has been "stopped indefinitely pending further review of security and vetting protocols." The announcement takes effect immediately, the agency said.
Meanwhile, veterans groups urged the public to avoid spreading what could be false information and to refrain from condemning the entire Afghan community in the United States.
"[We] stand with every American who is horrified and saddened by this crime," said Shawn VanDiver, the president of AfghanEvac, an advocacy group for Afghan allies who served with U.S. forces in the central Asian country. But the "individual's isolated and violent act should not be used as an excuse to define or diminish an entire community," he added.
As news of the shootings ricocheted around the nation, Trump, who is in Florida, appeared set on increasing the military presence in the nation's capital in response, ordering 500 more soldiers into the city -- a signal that the ongoing debate about the Guard's presence in the city would intensify.
The attack began around 2:15 p.m., police said.
National Guard members were on patrol in the area of 17th and I streets NW when a man came around a corner, raised a gun and fired at some of the troops, according to D.C. police executive assistant chief Jeffery Carroll.

Officials said Nov. 26. that two National Guard members who were shot near the White House were in critical condition.


After some "back and forth," National Guard members were able to "subdue" the suspect, Carroll said at a news conference Wednesday. The suspect was shot; police are still investigating by whom, he said. He was being treated at a local hospital, and there was no indication of other suspects, according to police.
"This is a targeted shooting -- one individual that appeared to target these Guardsmen," said D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), who offered prayers to the Guard members and their families and assured her police department would thoroughly investigate the case and assist prosecutors in pursuing accountability to "the fullest extent of the law."
The Guard members remained hospitalized, in critical condition as of 6:30 p.m., according to the joint task force in charge of the mission.
National Guard troops have been stationed around D.C. since August, when Trump declared a "crime emergency," temporarily seized control of the police department and ordered the troops to the city. Since then, the Guard's role has been largely limited to patrolling Metro stations and engaging in beautification projects on public lands, including by picking up trash. Patrolling the Farragut North and West Metro stops, near where the shooting happened, was a frequent assignment.
There were 2,188 National Guard troops assigned to the D.C. mission as of Tuesday -- 925 D.C. National Guard members and 1,263 from other states, including 180 from West Virginia, according to the joint task force.
The deployment has caused consternation among local D.C. officials, who have questioned the use of military troops on American soil. D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb sued the Trump administration over the deployment -- and recently secured a preliminary win in U.S. District Court, where a judge ordered the administration to cease the mission on Dec. 11 barring intervention by a higher court.
The Trump administration filed a notice to the court Tuesday that they planned to appeal the ruling, and on Wednesday it filed another emergency motion seeking to prevent the mission from being halted.
Schwalb denounced the attack on Wednesday.
"Violence is never the answer and must be swiftly condemned by all," he wrote in a post on X. "The National Guard are volunteers. They sign up to leave their regular jobs and families at a moment's notice to serve their country. This is a heartbreaking day for DC and our nation. My thoughts are with the victims, their families, friends, and fellow Guardsmen."
Trump officials doubled down on the need for troops in the capital city.
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth told reporters Wednesday that he had conveyed a request from Trump to send 500 additional National Guard members to the District.
"This will only stiffen our resolve to ensure that we make Washington, D.C., safe and beautiful," he said, speaking to reporters while visiting troops in the Dominican Republic. "President Trump will never back down."
Army spokesman Col. David Butler said "we have received the request and will rapidly execute."

A D.C. Metro Police vehicle sits outside George Washington University Hospital in Northwest Washington on Wednesday. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post) 


As of Wednesday evening, few details were available about the alleged shooter or his motive. The FBI was assisting with the investigation, in concert with local authorities. Bowser said she had briefed Attorney General Pam Bondi, who was speaking with Trump when the mayor called.
National Guard members have been verbally threatened on numerous occasions during the D.C. deployment, according to court records. One night in late August, for example, troops in Northwest Washington were told by a man: "These are our streets" and "I'll kill you." Police later found a handgun in his waistband.
Army officials had also considered that the mission could pose some risks, acknowledging in an internal memo that it "presents an opportunity for criminals, violent extremists, issue motivated groups and lone actors to advance their interests, given the prominence of locality, and expected media coverage for the mission." The internal documents, made public through the ongoing lawsuit, said troops would not be allowed to leave their hotels alone and were to move in "buddy teams" for their protection because of a potential "heightened threat environment."
People downtown said they heard the gunshots.
"It was a tat, tat, tat sound," said Dereje Wondime, a parking attendant at a garage at H and 17th NW, a half-block away from the shooting. He then went to the corner of 17th and H streets to look up in the direction of the sound. "There were people running, just running everywhere."
Nko Muntangana, an employee with the World Bank, was taking her lunch break when she heard a loud boom and a man next to her yell, "Get down, get down."
She hid behind chairs outside of a coffee shop, listening as the gunshots continued. She saw glass shatter at the bus stop across the street. She saw what she described as a man with a "black tiny gun" pointed at the men in uniform.
Then she saw officers in black tackle the man with the gun until he was on the sidewalk.
Stacey Walters, a nurse at a doctor's office near the Farragut West Metro stop, was on her lunch break around the time of the shooting, coming back from picking up her dry cleaning. Her Uber driver said he couldn't get her close to her drop-off spot.
They heard sirens and saw police officers and National Guard members running to the park.
"I heard boom, boom. Two times," she said. She looked at the park and saw children running, with adults urging them to flee. She heard someone calling for help.
Tara Copp, Olivia George, Jeremy Roebuck, Warren Strobel, Clarence Williams and Andrew Jeong contributed to this report.

National Guard members walk along 17th Street NW following the shooting. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post) 






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/11/26/national-guard-shooting-downtown-washington/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Chilly air spills in tonight. Much colder Thanksgiving into the weekend.
After reaching the mid-60s to low 70s today, highs are mainly in the 40s Thanksgiving Day into the weekend. Wind chills could drop to near 20 on Friday morning.

Some peeks of blue sky on Sunday above Kingman Island in Northeast Washington. (Ron Cohn/Flickr) 


By Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston | 2025-11-26
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: A brief early evening shower possible with the passage of a strong cold front. Turning much chillier this evening and tonight as winds gust. Lows mid-30s to near 40.
What's next? Colder highs, mainly in the 40s, Thanksgiving Day into the weekend. With the wind, if feels like near 20 early Friday.




On a wind out of the southwest, temperatures plowed into the 70s across parts of the area this afternoon just ahead of a strong cold front advancing through the region.
In D.C., the thermometer hit at least 72 at 3 p.m. The record high for the date in the city is 74 in 1979. A high of 72 would tie with 1896 for the second-warmest Nov. 26. The average for the date is 54.
Around the same time Thursday it will be nearly 30 degrees chillier.

Chance of at least one inch of snow around Tuesday, from the American modeling system. (WeatherBell)


Computer models are simulating the chance of wintry precipitation next week between Monday night and Wednesday as cold air bleeds south and a storm comes north. Some predict more of a cold rain, some snow, some a wintry mix and some little or no precipitation, because they suggest the storm will miss us and be to our south. The track the storm will take and its intensity are in question. Also, as it is early in the season, there are questions about how much cold will be available for frozen precipitation.
The American and European modeling systems both indicate an about 20 to 40 percent chance of measurable snow in the area. Another day or two, at least, is needed before anyone will have more confidence in the forecast. Stay tuned.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: Colder, drier air flows in as a steady breeze comes from the west, still around 10 to 15 mph, with some gusts of 25 to 35 mph. Evening temperatures quickly fall back into and through the 50s, followed by overnight lows in the mid-30s to near 40. Confidence: High
Tomorrow (Thanksgiving Day): Partly sunny, breezy and chilly. Temperatures don't rise all that much from the overnight lows, with afternoon highs stalling around the mid-40s. Winds from the west gust near 30 mph at times. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Skies should be mostly clear as a steady breeze continues from the west. Most spots dip to overnight lows in the cold 20s, maybe holding up right around 30 downtown. Confidence: Medium-High
A look ahead
Friday morning wind chills start out near 20 across much of the area, managing only the 30s by afternoon. Actual temperatures only reach afternoon highs near 40 to the low 40s despite mostly sunny skies. Friday night lows sink to the low 20s to upper 20s in most locations. Confidence: Medium-High
Winds should finally turn light on Saturday. But we're still chilly, with highs only around 40 to 45 despite another mostly sunny day. Increasing clouds Saturday night with lows in the mid-20s to low 30s. Confidence: Medium-High
Mostly cloudy Sunday as our next system approaches from the west. That brings a chance of showers by the afternoon into evening. Temperatures rebound just a bit, with highs in the mid-40s to near 50. Confidence: Medium
Next week looks to keep the chill in the air with highs mainly in the 40s at least during the early to middle part of the week. Precipitation chances still to be determined.
Today's daily digit -- 8/10: Getaway day is nice and mild! Enjoy it before cold and wind swoop in for the holiday. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.

Satellite image showing cloud cover as of early Wednesday afternoon. (NOAA)


Hello, sunshine! Latest satellite image (and a peek outside) shows that sunshine has emerged across the D.C. region this early Wednesday afternoon. Enjoy the mid-60s to near 70 in some spots! We'll probably have trouble reaching 50 degrees for at least a week starting tomorrow.

Rainfall between Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday morning. (National Weather Service) 


If nothing else, our rain events have been consistent over the past 10 days. We've had three, and each one has produced between about 0.10 and 0.3 of rain in the Beltway area. The rain that fell Tuesday afternoon and night totaled 0.19 inches at Reagan National Airport. Amounts throughout the broader region ranged from as high as 0.5 inches in northern Maryland to only 0.05 inches around Fredericksburg, Virginia. A shower is possible later Wednesday before another chance of more meaningful precipitation Tuesday.
On this day in 1888, a coastal storm -- which had previously been a tropical storm -- brought 1.5 inches of windblown snow. "Wires in the District were downed, and a telegraph pole broke off 25 feet from its base," the National Weather Service wrote. It was unusually cold, with a high of 34 and a low of 30. To the south, Norfolk recorded wind gusts to 50 mph and high tides flooded parts of the city.
Here are other notables from this date:
	Average high: 54
	Average low: 39
	Record high: 74 (1979)
	Record low: 17 (1950)
	Record rainfall: 1.52 inches (1999)
	Record snowfall: 2.2 inches (1898)
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Maryland Politics
Jury awards $21.5M in brutal Baltimore assault case
The lawsuit against a landlord and property management company accused them of hiring a violent sex offender without checking his background.

A sheriff's vehicle is parked across the street from a Baltimore City Circuit Court building. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


By Steve Thompson | 2025-11-26
A jury in Baltimore this week held a landlord and a property management company liable for $21.5 million in damages after their employee at a rooming house brutally assaulted a man and woman, set them on fire and left them for dead.
The employee, Jason Dean Billingsley, 34, pleaded guilty and is serving life in prison. Less than a year before the assaults, he'd been released from prison after convictions for violent crimes in 2009, 2011 and 2015, including a first-degree sex offense.
The lawsuit against landlord Property Pals and property management company Eden's Homes accused them of hiring Billingsley to help with upkeep of the rooming house without checking his background.
"I'm not surprised by the ruling," Malcolm Ruff, a lawyer for the plaintiffs, said at a news conference after the jury's decision Tuesday. "This was a depraved act, but it was absolutely foreseeable. It was absolutely predictable. And all it took was a very, very quick search through the Maryland judiciary case search database to discover that this man had no business and was completely unfit to work in this atmosphere, in somebody's private home."
Melody Miles Haynes, a lawyer for Property Pals and Eden's Homes, said by email that they would appeal the verdict but declined to comment further. No attorney was listed on a case docket for Billingsley, who was also named as a defendant in the civil case.
The assaults, which occurred one evening in September 2023, began as the plaintiffs, April Hurley and Jonte Gilmore, were sleeping in a unit Hurley was renting in the rooming house on Edmondson Avenue in Baltimore, according to the lawsuit.
Hurley heard a man, later identified as Billingsley, shout from the top of a staircase leading to the next floor: "Maintenance. You have a flood in the kitchen." As Hurley arrived at the top of the steps, Billingsley grabbed her hair, threw her to the floor and hit her in the face with a gun, the lawsuit said. He then wrapped duct tape around her ankles and head.
Billingsley woke Gilmore, asked him, "Where that money at?" and threatened to rape Hurley if he "tried anything stupid," the lawsuit said. Then Billingsley handcuffed Gilmore and duct taped his hands and face. Soon, Billingsley tortured and sexually assaulted Hurley and attempted to strangle her. As she tried to fight him off, he cut her throat with a serrated knife, the lawsuit said.
Believing Hurley to be dead, Billingsley forced Gilmore into a closet, doused them and the apartment with gasoline and set them on fire. Hurley tried to pat out the fire on her body with her hands, and she and Gilmore escaped out of a window, the lawsuit said.
A few days after the assaults, Billingsley murdered another woman, Pava LaPere, a crime for which he also pleaded guilty. LaPere, a tech CEO who co-founded EcoMap Technologies, was on the Forbes 30 Under 30 list for social impact the year of her death.
Hurley said at Tuesday's news conference that pursuing the civil case was "extremely hard." Recounting that evening, "the flashbacks, viewing the pictures of my injuries, of Jonte's injuries, it brought back horrible memories," she said.
But, she said, she was gratified by the verdict. "No amount of money could possibly change what happened, but it definitely sends a message to the property management company, the landlord, and other landlords and property management companies," she said, "to let them know that they should follow the standards that are in place and properly vet people that will be around tenants in their homes."
The property is a multiunit brick rowhouse in West Baltimore, part of what has been termed the "Black Butterfly," a set of poor, predominantly Black neighborhoods that spread to the east and west of the city's center.
"I think it had a lot to do with where the rooming house was located, in the Black Butterfly on the other side of MLK," Ruff said, "where these folks who were making a profit from renovating houses and splitting them up into individual rooms simply overlooked, ignored, willfully and deliberately, their duty to April."
The Baltimore Banner reported that Curtis Haynes, owner of Eden's Homes and co-owner of Property Pals, testified that he met Billingsley at a bar and let him live without paying rent in a different apartment. Haynes testified that he paid Billingsley to cut the grass and do other maintenance jobs but did not check his background.
"To cut the grass, no," Haynes testified, according to the Banner.
The Baltimore City Circuit Court jury awarded Hurley $32,927 in past medical expenses and $943,000 in future medical expenses. Gilmore was awarded $67,514 in past medical expenses and $506,000 in future medical expenses. Each was also awarded $5 million in noneconomic damages and $5 million in punitive damages.
When asked at the news conference whether the companies had insurance or some other means to pay the damages, Ruff said it was too early to tell.
"We are actively working on ensuring that we recover as much of this judgment as we possibly can," he said, "and we will not rest until we get every single penny that is owed to Ms. Hurley and Mr. Gilmore."
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Tech in Your Life
Four big things to know if you're going to buy a TV this weekend
The holidays are a great time to score deals on a new TV. Let us help you cut through the jargon.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Chris Velazco | 2025-11-27
QNED, ULED, QD-OLED or WOLED? Do you need HDMI 2.1, or is 2.0 enough?
I've been testing tech for years, and even I find TV jargon hard to keep up with. As television makers and retailers push big bargains in the run-up to the holidays, you might find yourself trying to make sense of all this alphabet soup, too.
Don't stress. If you aren't a full-blown home A/V nerd, here's a holiday primer to help you understand what you're looking at, and what you should keep in mind as you hunt for a worthy deal.
You'll find low prices and big discounts everywhere you look, but not every deal is a good one. Keep these rules of thumb in the back of your head to help guide you triage your options.
You get what you pay for. No matter how big it is, a TV that goes for $200 can have some serious deficits compared to a model even marginally more expensive. Even if you're focused on doorbuster deals, give yourself the leeway to spend just a little more if possible -- the differences (which we'll talk about later!) can be really worth it.
Stick to major brands. I'd have no qualms buying a TV from Samsung, LG, Sony, not to mention smaller brands like Hisense and TCL. Store-branded TVs like Insignia (Best Buy) and Onn (Walmart) can be fine, but with everyone pushing discounts, their value feels more limited now.
Check historical pricing. Some TVs on sale look like their prices have been slashed dramatically, but pricing tools like Camelcamelcamel for Amazon listings can reveal untold truths -- like the fact that some doorbusters sell at those low prices for most of the year.
Here's a key question to ask yourself: Where is this TV going? That'll help you figure the screen size and resolution that makes the most sense.
You probably won't want to go any lower than 4K or UHD (ultra high definition) resolution for a living room TV, and in many homes, a screen that falls between 55 and 65 inches will be the sweet spot for size. Resist the urge to go even bigger -- like 75 inches or above -- unless you've got a lot of space.
A 1080p (or "full HD") TV sits one notch down from 4K, and is plenty for a master bedroom or a guest room. In spaces like these, I'd argue a 40-inch TV is the ideal -- if you need a TV in there at all. (Sleep experts have told me that, for the best night's rest, beds should only really used for "sleep and sex," not catching up on the news.)
Occasionally, you'll see 720p resolution TVs go on sale for steep discounts; these can get the job done, and will do the trick in a kid's room or a kitchen, but they're a big step down from 1080p resolution and generally worth avoiding completely.
What about 8K? These screens pack four times as many pixels than a comparably sized 4K screen, but don't even worry about it unless you're a bleeding-edge enthusiast -- in which case, you probably knew all this anyway.
Sometimes, reading through a TV's specs feels like sifting through alphabet soup. Let's break things down, so you know what you're looking at.
First, all the TVs you'll find online or mounted on a wall at a big-box store fall into two general buckets:
LED. Named for their light source, the light-emitting diodes found either behind or to the side of their LCD screen panels. If you see a TV that's purely labeled "LED," it's probably going to be pretty cheap. There are more premium twists on the LED TV formula, which we'll get to.
OLED. Stands for "organic light-emitting diode," not that anyone's going to quiz you on it. OLED TVs are costlier, premium models best known for their phenomenal contrast. That's because each pixel on the screen produces its own light; parts of the screen that display black are completely off. These TVs can be gorgeous, but they aren't perfect.
First, they're susceptible to "burn-in," where ghostly afterimages persist on-screen. It tends to happen after watching TV channels with logos, chyrons, and other static images for a really long time, but modern models are better at mitigating this. Second, they're often not as bright as LED TVs because of how they produce colors. Still, if I were kitting out my dream living room, OLED would be my choice.
But what about all those other acronyms?
In a nutshell, QLED, QNED, and ULED are terms used by different brands to refer to similar kinds of televisions. Like standard LED TVs, these models all have LCD screens, but they feature a layer of "quantum dots" -- microcrystals that turn light from all those LEDs into red and blue light.
Most people won't need to sweat those details; essentially, you'll get punchier, more accurate colors than a typical LED TV, and usually not for much more money. OLED TVs still win on pure contrast and in dark environments, but some QLED, QNED, and ULED TVs can get pretty close, and they're the safer choice for bright rooms.
If you're buying an LED TV, you'll also want to figure out how it's lit.
In general, TVs with local dimming features -- where some of the backlights can be turned on or off in tandem with what's happening on the screen for better contrast -- are easier on the eyes than TVs without. Keep your eyes peeled for the term "dimming zones," and get a TV with as many as you can afford.
Now that you know what each of the major screen types can do for you, let's unpack everything else you'll want to pay attention to.
HDMI. Most TVs come with between 2 and 4 HDMI ports; you should make sure you have as many as possible, in case you ever buy a streaming box or another game console. You should also keep an eye out for what version of HDMI a TV supports: Avoid HDMI 1.4 unless you're looking for a beater of a TV, and you can skip HDMI 2.1 unless you talk gaming or home audio pretty seriously.
HDR. Support for high-dynamic range content on a TV means that, with the right content, you'll see bright objects and colorful scenes really pop on-screen. But not all HDR is created equal.
HDR10 is the baseline; every HDR TV and most streaming apps support it, and it applies one set of lighting and color rules to whatever you're watching. It's fine. Dolby Vision and HDR10+, however, are more sophisticated versions that adjust brightness and color scene-by-scene, so good TVs can squeeze out more detail and punch.
The stand: Unless you plan to stick it on your wall, your new TV is going to be sitting on something, so make sure it's big enough. Most newer TVs have feet near the edges of the screen, not in the center, and I've definitely found myself scrambling for aftermarket stands when my media console wasn't wide enough.
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National
Man drove across country to D.C. in 'targeted attack,' authorities say 
The shooting has sparked an intense, worldwide investigation as the two Guard members remain in critical condition after undergoing surgery.

National Guard members participate in a group prayer with civilians and a security officer outside the emergency entrance to MedStar Washington Hospital Center on Wednesday after two Guard members were shot earlier in the day. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Dana Hedgpeth, Nicole Asbury | 2025-11-27
A 29-year-old Afghan national who previously worked with the United States in Kandahar drove across the country from Washington state to the nation's capital and shot two National Guard members in an ambush Wednesday afternoon near the White House, federal authorities said Thursday morning.
The shooting has sparked an intense, worldwide investigation into the attack and the alleged shooter's motive as the two Guard members -- Sarah Beckstrom, 20, and Andrew Wolfe, 24 -- remain in critical condition after undergoing surgery.
Jeanine Pirro, U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia, said at a Thursday morning news conference that Rahmanullah Lakanwal lived in Bellingham, Washington, and came to D.C. to commit what officials called a "targeted attack."

National Guard members Staff Sgt. Andrew Wolfe and Specialist Sarah Beckstrom were shot Wednesday in D.C. (U.S. Attorney's Office/AP)


The victims were members of the West Virginia National Guard and had been in the nation's capital since August, when President Donald Trump deployed troops for what he called a "crime emergency" in the city. Wolfe, a staff sergeant from Martinsburg, began his service with the West Virginia Air National Guard in 2019, officials said. Beckstrom, a specialist from Summersville, began serving with the West Virginia Army National Guard in 2023.
Around 2:15 p.m. on Wednesday, the troops were patrolling along a busy corridor near the White House complex just outside the Farragut West Metro stop in downtown Washington.
The "gunman opened fire without provocation, ambush-style, armed with a .357 Smith & Wesson revolver," and shot one Guard member, Pirro said. That person fell to the ground, she said, and then Lakanwal leaned over and "strikes the Guardsman again." Another Guard member, she said, was also "struck several times."
Additional Guard members who responded to the attack then shot Lakanwal before he was subdued at the scene. The alleged gunman was transported to a local hospital, where Pirro said he "remains under heavy guard."
FBI Director Kash Patel described the case as a "heinous act of terrorism," but provided no additional details or information about what has led law enforcement to describe the attack that way. Pirro said it was too soon to provide a motive for the shooting, but that "there are definitely areas that we're looking into." The suspect, she said, will be charged with three counts of assault with intent to kill while armed and three counts of possession of a firearm during a crime of violence.
"We are praying that they survive and that the highest charge will not have to be murder in the first degree," Pirro said. "But make no mistake, if they do not, that will certainly be the charge -- murder in the first degree."
Patel said the investigation is sprawling and involves people from multiple agencies working nonstop, including the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and D.C. police. The firearm used in the attack was sent to the FBI's Quantico lab, Patel said, for "immediate analysis." Patel said multiple search warrants have been executed around the country, including of the suspect's home in Bellingham, where he lived with his wife and possibly his five children.
"We will not stop until we interview anyone and everyone associated with the subject, the house and every piece of his life," Patel said. He said he had also spoken to CIA Director John Ratcliffe and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth on Wednesday night and had confirmation that the suspect had a "relationship with Afghanistan with partner forces."
Patel said that "we are fully investigating that aspect of his background as well, to include any known associates that are either overseas or here" in the United States.

A picture of Rahmanullah Lakanwal, an Afghan national who is the suspect in the shooting of two National Guard members, is displayed at a news conference in Washington on Thursday. (Nathan Howard/Reuters)


The suspect previously worked with the U.S. government, including the CIA, as a member of a partner force in Kandahar that ended in 2021 following the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan, according to a CIA spokesman.
The deployment of the National Guard members in the capital has caused consternation among local D.C. officials, who have questioned the use of military troops on American soil. There were 2,188 National Guard troops assigned to the D.C. mission as of Tuesday -- 925 D.C. National Guard members and 1,263 from other states, including 180 from West Virginia, according to the joint task force.
At Thursday's news conference, D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) said in brief remarks that the Guard members were "young people" who "should be at home in West Virginia with their families." She said that "somebody drove across the country, came to Washington, D.C., to attack America, and that person will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law."
D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb (D) has sued the Trump administration over the deployment -- and recently secured a preliminary win in U.S. District Court, where a judge on Nov. 21 ordered the administration to cease the mission on Dec. 11 barring intervention by a higher court.
The Trump administration filed a notice to the court Tuesday that it planned to appeal the ruling, and on Wednesday it filed another emergency motion seeking to prevent the mission from being halted.
Hegseth told reporters Wednesday that he had conveyed a request from Trump to send 500 additional National Guard members to the District.
"This will only stiffen our resolve to ensure that we make Washington, D.C., safe and beautiful," he said, speaking to reporters while visiting troops in the Dominican Republic. "President Trump will never back down."

U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia Jeanine Pirro speaks during a news conference Thursday with FBI Director Kash Patel and other authorities. (Nathan Howard/Reuters)


Tara Copp and Warren Strobel contributed to this report.
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Obituaries
Robert A.M. Stern, renowned architect and educator, dies at 86
His traditionally styled buildings shaped the Manhattan skyline and conferred gravitas on individuals and institutions, including Georgetown University.

New York architect Robert A.M. Stern in 2011 during a construction tour at Southern Methodist University of the George W. Bush Presidential Center. (Robert Daemmrich Photography/Corbis/Getty Images)


By Fred A. Bernstein | 2025-11-27
Robert A.M. Stern, one of the most prolific American architects of the past 60 years, whose historically detailed buildings conferred gravitas on individuals and institutions, died Nov. 27 at his home in Manhattan. He was 86.
The cause was a brief pulmonary illness, said his son, Nicholas Stern.
In a multifaceted career, Mr. Stern led the Yale School of Architecture from 1998 to 2016; was the author or co-author of more than two-dozen books, including a multivolume history of New York City architecture; and appeared in countless documentaries. In the mid-1980s, he hosted "Pride of Place: Building the American Dream," an eight-part series on PBS.
His Manhattan-based firm, Robert A.M. Stern Architects, or RAMSA, was well-known for designing houses in such wealthy enclaves as the Hamptons, Martha's Vineyard and Palm Beach. Many resembled 100-year-old "Shingle Style" mansions. Others were carefully detailed interpretations of even older styles.

15 Central Park West in New York, designed by Mr. Stern. (Richard Drew/AP)



The Carpe Diem tower in Paris was also designed by Mr. Stern. (Miguel Medina/AFP/Getty Images)


The firm was also known for its luxurious apartment towers. In Manhattan they included 15 Central Park West, a limestone-clad condominium at the southwest corner of Central Park. Modeled on storied New York buildings erected before World War II, it became by some measures the most successful condominium building in the city's history. Initial sales in the building, which opened in 2008, totaled more than $2 billion.
The firm's other condo buildings include 30 Park Place, just west of the Woolworth Building in Lower Manhattan, and the Chatham, where he lived on the Upper East Side. Outside Manhattan, RAMSA towers included the Century in Los Angeles, One Bennett Park in Chicago, the Morgan in Hong Kong and Audley Square in London.
The firm was also known for university buildings, including the Darden School of Business at the University of Virginia; Weill Hall at the University of Michigan; and Miller Hall at the College of William & Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia, among many others. RAMSA also produced hotels, museums, libraries, courthouses, theaters, stores, houses of worship and corporate headquarters.
In Washington, Mr. Stern designed several office and apartment buildings, and his firm had a decades-long relationship with Georgetown University, working as a master planner and designing several residence halls.
In 2007, Mr. Stern was chosen to design the George W. Bush Presidential Center on the campus of Southern Methodist University in Dallas. He was criticized for producing a somewhat grandiose but limply historical building.
In an interview for this obituary in 2019, Mr. Stern called it "a traditional building with modern overtones," adding, "One of the best things about it is that it fits into the campus of SMU, which is an exclusively Georgian-style campus." He praised the president of SMU for "keeping his campus coherent."

Mr. Stern speaks during the 2013 groundbreaking ceremony for an 82-story tower at 30 Park Place in New York. (Ilya S. Savenok/Getty Images)


A dapper dresser and witty conversationalist, Mr. Stern was the ultimate insider, working for Rockefellers and Rothschilds and such universities as Yale and Princeton (where he designed the Center for Jewish Life in the early 1990s). Yet he seemed to enjoy tweaking the architectural establishment.
He began rejecting modernism, with its emphasis on unadorned and repetitive forms, early in his career. At first, he added historical details to otherwise modernist buildings -- the cut-and-paste approach known as postmodernism. Later, he began designing buildings that were more wholeheartedly traditional. But his buildings tended to be bigger and slicker than the structures they were based on.
In 2017, Inga Saffron, the architecture critic of the Philadelphia Inquirer, called Mr. Stern's Museum of the American Revolution, modeled on such nearby buildings as Independence Hall, "overblown in scale ... like a sprawling banquet hall that happens to operate a small museum." But, she added, "The museum board certainly knew what it was getting into when it hired Robert A.M. Stern as its architect." Mr. Stern, she wrote, "has made a profitable business out of producing stylized modern interpretations of historic architecture."
Mr. Stern was adept at parrying criticism of his approach. "You learn through imitation," he once told the New York Times, "which is very different from copying. Copying is what a Xerox machine does; imitation is what an artist does."
Robert Arthur Morton Stern was born in Brooklyn on May 23, 1939, and grew up in a one-bedroom apartment. His father held various jobs, including driving a taxi; his mother sold china at the B. Altman department store on Fifth Avenue.
"I disliked Brooklyn; it was a place to be from and get out of," Mr. Stern wrote in his 2022 memoir, "Between Memory and Invention: My Journey in Architecture." Manhattan on the other hand, "was a kind of metropolitan Oz."
He graduated from Columbia University in 1960 and received a master of architecture degree from Yale in 1965. Many of his professors at Yale were devotees of the modern orthodoxy propounded by the Bauhaus, the German architecture school founded by Walter Gropius before World War II.
"I'm an anti-Bauhaus person because I didn't jettison the historical styles," he told Architectural Record magazine in 2019. "The architecture that came out of the Bauhaus isn't very interesting." At Yale his few allies included architectural historian Vincent Scully and architect Philip Johnson, neither of whom saw modernism as the only acceptable style.
After Yale, Mr. Stern worked at the Architectural League of New York as program director, and then for architect Richard Meier. In 1977, after several years in partnership with a Yale classmate, John S. Hagmann, he founded Robert A.M. Stern Architects. The firm eventually grew to 17 partners and more than 300 employees.
One of his great patrons was Michael Eisner, the Disney chairman and chief executive at whose behest Mr. Stern designed several projects in central Florida, including Disney's Yacht Club Resort and Disney's Beach Club Resort. Mr. Stern was also the master planner for Celebration, Florida, an attempt by Disney to create an ideal suburban community.
Its resemblance to a stage set was enchanting to some and off-putting to others. The Wall Street Journal reported that Eisner "acknowledged some early touches -- such as music twinkling from inside bushes -- were a bit over the top."
Mr. Stern's design for the Walt Disney Feature Animation Building, in Burbank, California, included, over its main entrance, a monumental version of Mickey Mouse's hat from "The Sorcerer's Apprentice" sequence in the Disney film "Fantasia." For more than a decade, Mr. Stern was a member of Disney's board of directors.
His honors included the Driehaus Architecture Prize, awarded to exponents of classical architecture.
For years, Mr. Stern amazed the world of architecture with his enormous productivity -- running a successful firm while spending much of his time teaching, first at Columbia and then at Yale, where he was an ecumenical dean, bringing architects of all persuasions to the school.
"He wants to hear arguments and discussions," Deborah Berke, a longtime Yale professor (and Mr. Stern's successor as dean) told the New Yorker in 2015. During his tenure, the school completed a much-praised renovation of its Art and Architecture Building, a brutalist masterpiece by Paul Rudolph, himself a former Yale architecture dean.
Near the end of his time as dean, Mr. Stern received a plum commission from Yale: the chance to design two new residential colleges intended to house 450 undergraduates each. His plans drew directly from the work of James Gamble Rogers, who designed much of Yale in the collegiate Gothic style between the world wars.
The critical reaction to the new colleges, called Pauli Murray College and Benjamin Franklin College, was mixed. Blair Kamin, writing in the Chicago Tribune in 2017, described them as "strong, city-enhancing buildings ... graced with commodious, tradition-tinged rooms that students who grew up reading Harry Potter novels can be expected to appreciate." Yet he decried their "inconsistency and lapses into excess."
Mr. Stern, who continued teaching at Yale after stepping down as dean in 2016, was an ardent preservationist. He spearheaded efforts to save unpopular buildings, including modernist structures that appealed to him as an architectural historian. "We have to rise above our prejudices," he told the Times in 1996, when he compiled a list of 35 modern buildings in New York that he believed deserved landmark status.

The exterior of the George W. Bush Presidential Center in Dallas, designed by Mr. Stern. (Kim Johnson Flodin/AP)


Like many other firms, RAMSA documented its work in coffee-table books. But Mr. Stern also supervised and subsidized the publication of books on architectural history, including the exhaustive "New York" series, written with a changing cast of co-authors employed by RAMSA. They ran (chronologically) from "New York 1880: Architecture and Urbanism in the Gilded Age" to "New York 2000: Architecture and Urbanism Between the Bicentennial and the Millennium."
In 1966, he married photographer Lynn Gimbel Solinger, a granddaughter of Bernard Gimbel, the department store magnate, whom he met while working in the mayoral campaign of John V. Lindsay. The marriage ended in divorce. Survivors include their son, Nicholas, a builder of high-end houses and apartments; a brother; and three grandchildren.
At the Chatham, Mr. Stern lived on a low floor, he said, so that he could see a garden and "hear the birdies." But he also had views of three of his own buildings: 520 Park Avenue, 220 Central Park South and 15 Central Park West.
"I'm very proud of them," he said in the 2019 interview, "because they've had an impact not just on the skyline, but on what constitutes quality construction in the 21st century." He added: "They follow my philosophy: You have to go back to go forward."
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National
Two critically wounded National Guard victims had been in DC three months
The victims, who came from units in West Virginia, had been patrolling in D.C. since August, according to officials.

Pictures of Staff Sgt. Andrew Wolfe and Spec. Sarah Beckstrom are displayed at a news conference on Thursday. (Nathan Howard/Reuters)


By Liz Skalka, Praveena Somasundaram, Tara  Copp | 2025-11-27
MARTINSBURG, West Virginia -- Staff Sgt. Andrew Wolfe and Spec. Sarah Beckstrom of the West Virginia National Guard had been on duty in the streets of D.C. for three months when they were shot in what officials have described as a "brazen and targeted" attack.
Wolfe, 24, and Beckstrom, 20, were critically wounded in the shooting Wednesday outside the White House complex and had undergone surgery.
The two young service members are some of the hundreds of National Guard members residents and visitors have seen monitoring the city's metro stations and streets since President Donald Trump ordered them to the capital over the summer to counter area crime. On Wednesday, they were shot less than 24 hours after both of them had been deputized to maintain their status to conduct  those security patrols, National Guard's Joint Task Force-D.C. said in a statement to The Post.
Beckstrom, from Summersville, had served since June 2023 with West Virginia's 863rd Military Police Company and had earned an Army Service Ribbon.
Wolfe, from Martinsburg, was serving in the unit's 167th Force Support Squadron as a personnel and human resources specialist. He joined the West Virginia National Guard in 2019 and  he'd earned multiple awards, including the Air and Space Achievement Medal, Meritorious Unit Award, Air Reserve Forces Meritorious Service Medal with an Oakleaf Cluster, a National Defense Service Medal and a Global War on Terrorism Service Medal.
Both had been in Washington since August.
The home belonging to Wolfe's parents  sits on a quiet cul-de-sac in Martinsburg, a city of about 19,000 an hour-and-half northwest of D.C. The house had a Berkeley County sheriff's patrol SUV parked out front. Andrew's father, Jason Wolfe, is a deputy county sheriff, according to LinkedIn.
A few neighbors were milling around outside on Thanksgiving morning, tinkering in their yards or unloading cars. A neighbor who didn't want to be named because of her local business described the family as "lovely people," and said she believed the attack was ultimately avoidable.
"[The National Guard] shouldn't have been there because it wasn't necessary for them to be there," she said. "It's just very frustrating, but just all you can do is pray that he pulls through."
In a news conference on Thanksgiving morning, U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia Jeanine Pirro said officials have spoken frequently with the National Guard members' loved ones since the attack.
"Two families are shattered and destroyed and torn apart as the result of the actions of one man," Pirro said.
On Thursday, she praised Wolfe and Beckstrom as "dedicated service members" who had answered Trump's call for troops to come to keep Washington "safe and beautiful."
"They took the charge. They volunteered," she said. "They put their lives on the line for people they don't even know."
About 2:15 p.m. Wednesday, Wolfe and Beckstrom were on patrol near 17th and I streets in Northwest Washington when a lone gunman opened fire on the troops with a Smith & Wesson .357-caliber revolver, officials said. The shooter struck one Guard member, then leaned over and struck the person again, Pirro said on Thursday. The second Guard member was struck several times, she said, before other troops responded and subdued the gunman.
Pirro said officials would bring charges against 29-year-old Rahmanullah Lakanwal, including three counts of assault with intent to kill while armed and three counts of possession of a firearm during a violent crime. If either of the victims dies, Pirro said her office would bring a first-degree murder charge.
Liz Skalka reported from Martinsburg, West Virginia. Praveena Somasundaram and Tara Copp reported from D.C.
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The Optimist
I put a man in prison for life. We're both proof that people can change.
Sometimes, life gives you a second chance to understand someone you once condemned.

Karen McKinney and Joseph Herrera. (Mark McKinney)


By Karen McKinney | 2025-11-27
At 38, in my career as a prosecutor, I only met cops and robbers. I was putting away the bad guys, living in a world of judgments based on people's pasts: their rap sheets.
By the time I met Joseph Herrera, then 19, he was entrenched in criminality; I argued that he should spend the rest of his life behind bars. As a gang member, he'd almost brutally murdered his victim in the most personal of ways, by stabbing him. At trial, I didn't make eye contact. It would have meant I was personally challenging him. It was never personal. I didn't care about him, and why should I have? I'd taken an oath, and he had been a predator who had chosen his path.
Two decades later, I stood beside him -- this time, not as his adversary but as his friend, preparing to speak at a prison where he coaches rehabilitation. How to have a life after life. If you had told me this would be my future, I would have called you delusional.
Sometimes, life gives you a second chance to understand someone you once condemned.
Twenty years ago, he lied on the stand at trial and never showed remorse. A jury convicted him. After I argued he would never be a meaningful member of any society, a judge agreed and put him away for life.
At his sentencing, his mother cried. I averted my eyes and packed up for another trial. I moved up the ranks in the district attorney's office, tried major cases, earned a reputation for being unflinching.
Yet underneath my polish, something started to fray. A personal unraveling forced me to confront how tightly I had clung to judgment as a way to make sense of chaos. I started seeing gray where I used to see black and white. I began wondering about the people I had locked away, and whether justice could hold both accountability and humanity.
In therapy and in meditation on weekends, I began to ask myself harder questions. About power. About whether what we were doing was effecting change in this broken world.
In 2017, I was given marching orders to go to a parole hearing. I hardly recalled Joseph Herrera. I had kids about the same age as Joseph was when he committed his heinous crime. I knew more about the mistakes and immaturity of youth, and how they envision themselves as bulletproof, literally.
I was expected to oppose his release. I didn't want to go. That day would be the most important one in my 30-year career.
Joseph argued to be released, speaking to the parole board with unexpected poise, candor and vulnerability. It was not a sob story of a traumatic past, even though factually it was. It was an honest accounting of a lifetime of bad choices on a foundation of ancestral bad decisions. His parents were addicted to drugs and in gangs. Joseph was born in a jail, kidnapped for ransom as a child. I found myself in tears listening and inwardly rooting for him. As a child of Holocaust survivors, I understood trauma. Yet I was part of a system that was wary of stories and promises, and my ultimate duty was to protect the public.
It would be two more years of hard inner work before Joseph was let out. I felt compelled to reach out to him, and we began a correspondence. Over time, we stopped being prosecutor and prisoner, and we became people -- two flawed humans trying to understand how we got here. We had lengthy conversations of depth: morality, rehabilitation, criminality, family hostilities, accountability, religion.
In a public talk, he told a crowd of parolees that "my DA is now my friend." He took responsibility for his crimes.
We began speaking publicly about our story -- Joseph from the side of accountability, me trying to model the notion of finding connection and humanity.
Joseph taught me that transformation is possible even in the darkest places. That seeing someone for who they are becoming is more powerful than condemning them for who they were.
He also taught me something even harder: how to accept my own flaws.
That's the part no one tells you about redemption. It's not just about freeing the person in the cell. It's about freeing the one who put them there, too.
When people hear about us, they often ask if it's a gimmick. A publicity stunt. What is our relationship, really?
We are both married, have children and have jobs. He has his life and I have mine. But he will always be a part of my story.

Herrera, left, at dinner with his wife, Maria, as well as McKinney and her husband. (Joseph Herrera)


I didn't reconnect with Joseph to be absolved of anything. But in doing so, we stopped being the characters in a true crime story. We are two people trying to make sense of the narratives that shaped us. He was taught to hate law enforcement, and I was educated to be fearful of crime. Everyone has tightly held beliefs because everyone has some story, some pain or suffering that defines their view. No one gets out of this world without it.
Joseph recently texted me, "Guess where I am." The next text was a photo of Joseph with his tattoos showing, with a juror badge on.

Herrera at jury duty in Los Angeles. (Joseph Herrera)


Once judged, now called to judge.
"I want to get on a jury. I believe in accountability."
I knew this to be true, yet those tattoos, his rap sheet. He would get kicked off.
We live in a world eager to divide, to judge quickly and forgive slowly. A world that thrives on fear and division, telling us to sort people into villains and heroes.
Would I have kicked him off my jury? Probably.
Would I have missed one of the most honest, empathetic and wise voices in the room? Absolutely.
Karen McKinney is a prosecutor and the author of Misjudged: An Unlikely Friendship Between a Prosecutor and a Convict. The book is available for pre-order. She is on Instagram @karenmckinneywriter.
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National
A hurricane destroyed these nuns' home. A jeweler restored their relics.
Nuns in Florida,turned to a local jeweler for help with holy relics ravaged by floods. He managed to restore the treasures, which seemed at first unsalvageable. 

Jeweler Mark Loren poses with the nuns who came to his shop, including Sister Mary Frances, second from right, in October. (Courtesy of Mark Loren)


By Praveena Somasundaram | 2025-11-27
Sister Mary Frances climbed into her office, careful to avoid broken glass. The floor was covered in muck from floodwaters that had raged through after Hurricane Ian hit two weeks earlier.
Among the debris, Frances found six small, sacred relics she'd kept in her office.
This summer, three years after the storm destroyed the cloistered nuns' home in Fort Myers Beach, Florida, Frances brought the dirty, damaged treasures to their trusted local jeweler -- desperately hoping he could save them.
Mark Loren had over the years cleaned the sisters' jewelry and repaired their watches. But the cases holding the relics, called reliquaries, presented a new challenge. They were old and excruciatingly intricate, made of a mix of metals and kept closed with a wax seal, obscuring the artifacts inside.
Loren was cautious. He told Frances that he and his team would try their best to restore the reliquaries but didn't make any promises.
"It's like disassembling a puzzle that you've never seen before and laying out the pieces," Loren told The Washington Post.
He also had a deadline. With the Church of the Ascension still rebuilding, Frances and the sisters were set to move to a monastery in the Philippines in a couple of months.
After weeks of meticulous work, Loren returned all six reliquaries, their silver and brass shining like "almost new," he said. On Saturday morning, Frances and the sisters will take them to their new monastery.
"It will be a continuation of our life," Frances said.

Floodwaters from Hurricane Ian damaged reliquaries kept at the Church of the Ascension in Fort Myers Beach, Florida. (Courtesy of Mark Loren)


She first met Loren more than a decade ago, when she went to the jeweler's shop seeking new batteries to put in a few of the sisters' watches.
Loren, who hadn't known there were cloistered nuns in the area, still remembers seeing Frances in her all-white habit at the front of his store, introducing herself with a wide smile.
"I didn't know what to do," he recalled. "Am I allowed to hug her? Can I shake her hand?"
From then on, she occasionally visited the business when the nuns needed small fixes or polishes of their rings and bracelets. Though other nuns lived at the church, Loren only ever saw Frances, who had been charged with the tasks that required leaving the monastery.
Before Hurricane Ian made landfall in 2022, Frances thought the church would be safe. Past hurricanes had left the grounds largely untouched, and she figured this storm would pass the same way.
But on Sept. 28 of that year, Frances and three other sisters huddled in the monastery's second-floor dining room watched as the water rose -- and kept rising. It broke through the parish's windows and rushed through the monastery's walls. Ian would go on to become one of the deadliest hurricanes Florida had seen in eight decades, killing more than 150 people in the United States.
Frances stayed in the monastery for days before strangers came to the rescue. It would be weeks before the sisters went back to see what was left of their home. Outside the church, Frances saw wrecked houses that the floodwaters had ripped from their bases. An alarm clock was still ringing inside one of them, she recalled.
"You just don't understand the power of the water," she said. "It emptied the church."
Slowly, Frances, the other sisters and the parish's priests picked through the debris, taking the belongings and accoutrements that were still intact. The six reliquaries that Frances had kept in a box in the cupboard of her office fell out during the hurricane. Relics stored elsewhere in the church were taken with the floodwaters or rendered unsalvageable.

Six reliquaries that Frances had kept in a box in the cupboard of her office fell out during the hurricane. Somehow, however, they stayed shut. (Courtesy of Mark Loren)


Looking at the corroded and discolored reliquaries she recovered, Frances worried they might suffer the same fate.
"They were in bad shape," she said.
But somehow, the cases had stayed shut, each tied with red thread and the wax seal of the cardinal or bishop who had sanctified it. Frances wrapped them and placed them in a box.
Years passed before she would bring them to Loren's workshop. There were other priorities -- the sisters had to find places to live while they tried to work out their next permanent home.
When she handed them over this year, it was a job unlike any other Loren had.
It took weeks of research for Loren and his staff to figure out how to help. They spent one month alone examining each reliquary and considering how to undo the saltwater's damage.
Slowly, they began cleaning each one. Then, they took some apart, laying out the components to restore them.
Finally, when each reliquary was finished, Loren's team covered them in bubble wrap while they waited for Frances to come back. They were giddy, Loren said, knowing they could return them in a condition well enough to fly with the nuns to their new home.
In late October, Frances returned to the store -- this time with two of the other sisters. They came together to meet Loren and reunite with the reliquaries he had restored.
That day, there were hugs and smiles all around.
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Death toll in Hong Kong high-rise fire grows to 83
Hong Kong Chief Executive John Lee ordered inspections of all Hong Kong public housing undergoing significant renovations in light of the devastating fires.

(Chan Long Hei/AP)


By Kelly Kasulis Cho, Rudy Lu | 2025-11-27

Drone video filmed Nov. 27 shows the scale of the deadly fire that spread to several buildings of the Wang Fuk Court apartment complex in Tai Po, Hong Kong.


The death toll in the massive blaze that swept through several high-rise buildings in a Hong Kong apartment complex has risen to 83, the public broadcaster RTHK reported, citing the territory's fire department.
A firefighter was among those killed in the fire, and 77 people were injured, RTHK reported.
Firefighters managed to bring most of the fires under control  on Thursday and have begun searching the blackened high-rises in Tai Po, a northeastern district in Hong Kong's New Territories. The apartment buildings at Wang Fuk Court are 31 stories high and housed more than 4,600 people, according to a 2021 census.
It is unclear how many people are still missing or unaccounted for. Earlier  Thursday, Hong Kong Chief Executive John Lee told reporters  that at least 279 people were missing.
At least 900 people have been displaced and are taking refuge at temporary shelters, the South China Morning Post reported.

Residents of a Hong Kong apartment complex, where a deadly fire spread and killed dozens of people on Nov. 26, recount the horrors they experienced.


The cause of the fire has not been confirmed, but Hong Kong police arrested three men on suspicion of manslaughter in connection with the fire Wednesday, according to the South China Morning Post. Officials said the fire appeared to have spread with unusual speed, perhaps because of foam material used in ongoing renovations.
Lee ordered inspections of all Hong Kong public housing undergoing significant renovations. Hong Kong's Independent Commission Against Corruption has also set up a task force to investigate whether any misconduct occurred during the renovation of the Tai Po apartment complex.
At least 1,250 firefighters have been mobilized in response to the blaze, including 26 search-and-rescue teams, the city's fire department said.
"They have never given up on rescuing more victims," Wong Ka-wing, deputy director of fire services, said at the news conference Thursday. "At this point, they will not guess what the chances of survival are for the remaining people who have called for help. Instead, they will give their utmost effort."
Victoria Craw contributed to this report.
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Europe
Putin open to new U.S. peace proposal, ready for envoy next week
The original U.S. plan, which Ukrainians and Europeans said was too favorable to Russia, was modified in negotiations in Geneva last weekend.

Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during a news conference following the Collective Security Treaty Organization summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, on Thursday. (Alexey Nikolskyi/Sputnik/Reuters)


By Mary Ilyushina | 2025-11-27
Russia is expecting a U.S. delegation in Moscow next week, led by special envoy Steve Witkoff, to discuss the U.S. proposal for a peace deal that President Vladimir Putin called a "basis for future agreements."
His comment Thursday suggested a degree of openness to President Donald Trump's latest attempt to resolve the Russia-Ukraine conflict. The original 28-point plan was modified in U.S.-Ukrainian negotiations in Geneva last weekend to make it more palatable to Kyiv.
"In general, we agree that this could form the basis for future agreements, but it would be rude of me to talk about any final versions now, since there are none. Some things are fundamental in nature, and in general we see that the American side is taking into account our position, which was discussed before Anchorage and after Alaska," Putin said at a security summit in Kyrgyzstan.
He said in a news conference that "as we have previously agreed, the meeting is being offered by the U.S. side in Moscow next week." He said he expected Witkoff to be there.
Putin's statement comes more than a week after the full 28-point plan was leaked to the news media, unsettling Kyiv and several European governments, which view parts of the document as overly favorable to Moscow. Subsequent counterproposals from European leaders and Ukraine reduced the plan to 19 points that made it more acceptable to Ukraine but Russia signaled it viewed the original draft as its baseline for further talks.
Earlier this week, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said if the revised document strayed from what Putin demanded in August when he met Trump in Alaska, "we'll be in a fundamentally different situation."
Putin added that Russia is ready "to sit down and seriously discuss specific issues," but he indicated that Moscow sees little point in signing documents with Ukraine's current leadership. He repeated a common Kremlin claim that President Volodymyr Zelensky lost legitimacy by not holding elections last year, even though elections are legally suspended under martial law.
"The Kremlin wants an official, written text with clear status that it can work from. For now, it is simply waiting," said Tatyana Stanovaya, an expert at the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center. "I see nothing at the moment that would force Putin to recalculate his goals or abandon his core demands. ... He feels more confident than ever about the battlefield situation and is convinced that he can wait until Kyiv finally accepts that it cannot win and must negotiate on Russia's well-known terms."
Russia expects Ukrainian forces to withdraw from all of the Donbas region despite the fierce fighting still underway there. Putin said if Ukraine retreats from the areas Russia claims, then "we will cease hostilities; if they do not, we will achieve our goals by military means."
In his remarks, Putin also defended Witkoff after leaks surfaced purporting to show him advising top Russian foreign policy aide Yuri Ushakov on how to negotiate more effectively with Trump regarding a peace deal.
"Who is attacking Mr. Witkoff? Those are the representatives of the alternative point of view who want to steal money together with the Ukrainian establishment and continue fighting until the last Ukrainian," he said in reference to a corruption scandal that recently embroiled Zelensky's close allies. "It would be surprising if [Witkoff] cursed us with obscenities during his conversations with Ushakov, and then came back and tried to establish relations with us to improve his negotiating position."
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andriy Sybiha said Kyiv expects concrete progress from its upcoming talks with the U.S. team. The Trump administration initially put forward a Thanksgiving deadline for Ukraine to agree to the deal or face a cutoff of support, but it later dropped the demand.
On Tuesday, Trump said he was not ready to meet with Zelensky or Putin until "the deal to end this war is final or, in its final stages," authorizing envoys to deal with the most contentious parts of the proposal, including strong security guarantees to Ukraine and potential territorial concessions.
Zelensky's chief of staff, Andriy Yermak, said that the Ukrainian delegation plans to meet with its U.S. counterparts at the end of this week despite the Thanksgiving holiday in the United States.
"Our key shared goal remains unchanged -- achieving a lasting and dignified peace for Ukraine ASAP. Just as we did in Geneva, we are now preparing for a constructive dialogue to make tangible progress in defining the steps to end the war," Yermak said in a post on social media.
Trump stepping away from the minutiae of the peace process in favor of multiple U.S. actors with differing views on the deal also poses a "serious structural problem" for Moscow, argued Stanovaya, the Carnegie Center expert.
"Whom should it actually talk to on the American side?" she said. "Steve Witkoff is convenient and receptive to Russian ideas, but he is bureaucratically isolated and politically fragile. He takes well-known Russian positions, repackages them and watches them die almost immediately. Trump himself refuses to dive into details. Marco Rubio is unenthusiastic about Russian input and struggles to find common ground with Lavrov." Secretary of State Rubio has also been involved in the negotiations. 
In his Thursday remarks, Putin also dismissed rumors about Lavrov being sidelined from the talks due to his recent lack of public appearances, and most of the outreach to Witkoff and the overall Trump administration being credited to Ushakov and Russian envoy Russian envoy Kirill Dmitriev.
"No, that's nonsense. He hasn't fallen out of favor at all," Putin said. "He has his own work schedule. ... He is preparing for a meeting with the American partners."
Natalia Abbakumova and Serhiy Morgunov contributed to this report.
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Europe
Pope Leo to push unity at Nicaea, site of first Christian council
Part of Leo's challenge is more firmly establishing who he will be as pope. He is positioning himself early as the pope of unity, the pope of peace.

Pope Leo XIV speaks in front of Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan during a meeting with authorities, civil society, and the diplomatic corps at the National Library of the Presidential Palace in Ankara, on Thursday. (Andreas Solaro/AFP/Getty Images)


By Anthony Faiola | 2025-11-27
ANKARA, Turkey -- Seeking to unify a recently decriminalized faith, Roman emperor Constantine the Great called a summit of early Christians in the ancient Anatolian city of Nicaea. The then-nascent religion's theologians were clashing, over no issue more than the origins of Jesus Christ.
On his first international trip as pontiff, Pope Leo XIV arrived Thursday in Turkey -- site of the ancient summit -- to commemorate the 1,700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea. On Friday, joined by Eastern Orthodox leaders, diplomats and other faith leaders, he will hark back to an era before the splintering of Christianity at a prayer service near the submerged archaeological site of the Basilica of St. Neophytos in Iznik, formerly Nicaea.
But he will also be implicitly recognizing a legacy of internal dispute within his own church since the days of the 12 apostles, doing so as observers see the first U.S.-born pontiff confronting a host of challenges as a new pope whose job it is to define what it means to be a Christian today.
Nicaea-era questions over the divine nature of Jesus may be settled in the faith, but Leo is grappling with an overriding task: bringing "unity" to a polarized church in an era of divisive politics that has stirred bitter debates over migration, inequality, climate change and a host other culture war issues.
Part of his challenge is more firmly establishing who he will be as pope -- with fresh glimpses emerging on this first papal trip. The Chicago native is positioning himself early as the pope of unity, the pope of peace.
On board the papal flight, he thanked journalists for their work, for sharing "truth," and he offered Thanksgiving greetings to Americans. He received from them a host of gifts, including pumpkin and pecan pies, and -- for a Chicago boy and fan -- a vintage White Sox baseball bat used by the great Nellie Fox.
He called his first trip abroad as pope a mission of unity and peace, inviting "all people to come together to search for greater unity, greater harmony and to look for ways where all men and women can truly be brothers and sisters in spite of differences, in spite of different religions, in spite of different beliefs."
His messaging thus far has shown him to be remarkably on point with his predecessor -- Pope Francis, whose papacy brought convulsions to a church of 1.4 billion Catholics. Leo is displaying a style that is more circumspect and reserved. But he has echoed Francis's emphasis on migrant rights and the poor, criticized capitalism, called out religious hypocrisy and run with the torch of radical climate action.
Speaking at the base of a sprawling atrium in Ankara's National Library before Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, other officials, diplomats and members of civil society in his first international speech as pope, Leo took aim at the era of power politics, nativism and extreme inequities of wealth, directly challenging the notion that "might is right."
He called for "compassion," saying it is "essential to honor the dignity and freedom of all God's children, both men and woman, nationals and foreigners, poor and rich."
"Human communities are increasingly polarized and torn apart by extreme positions that fragment them," he said.
Longtime Vatican watcher the Rev. Thomas Reese, 80, said Leo is following in the footsteps of his predecessor, Pope Francis.
"Their styles are very different. Pope Francis was much more spontaneous. But I think people like Leo, his personality, I would even say his reticence, even though he is not the bigger-than-life personality that Pope Francis was."
Drawing an analogy with the Nicaea council, Leo ahead of his trip asked Catholics to examine their "conscience."
"Following Jesus Christ is not a wide and comfortable path," he said. He asked Catholics to ask themselves, "Am I willing to share the goods of the Earth, which belong to everyone, in a just and equitable manner? How do I treat creation, the work of his hands? Do I exploit and destroy it, or do I use it with reverence and gratitude, caring for and cultivating it as the common home of humanity?"
Those questions do not sit well with everyone.

Pope Leo XIV speaks during a meeting with authorities, civil society, and the diplomatic corps at the National Library of the Presidential Palace, during the pope's first apostolic journey, in Ankara, Turkey, Thursday. (Umit Bektas/Reuters)


The echoes of Francis could widen rather than narrow some breaches in a church, where the most conservative Catholics, particularly in the United States, chafed at the last pope. While articulating a pointed desire to avoid political division, Leo has nevertheless weighed in when asked -- taking President Donald Trump's administration, for instance, to task for attacking ships off the Venezuelan coast and what he called the "inhuman" treatment of migrants.
John Yep, president of the pro-Trump group Catholics for Catholics, had nothing but praise for Leo. But he echoed the views of some conservative Catholics who have taken note of the church's focus on migrants amid the crackdown in the United States.
"As Catholic Americans, when you say we're divided on this, you see, [it's] sometimes yes, sometimes no, because the majority of Catholics have voted for President Trump and gave him a mandate ... for deportations," he said.
Bigger challenges for the faith and Leo loom ahead.

Locals and tourists visit the Ottoman-era Sultan Ahmed Mosque, or Blue Mosque, in Istanbul on Friday. (Francisco Seco/AP)


More than a millennium and half since the Council of Nicaea, theological divisions persist, including over the nature of Mary, and they have become more amplified in the digital age. Citing cultish, online groups dedicated to the mother of God, the Vatican this month, in a document co-signed by Leo, stated that Mary should not be seen as a "co-redeemer," instructing Catholics not to view her as aiding her son in what the faith teaches as the salvation of humanity.
That decision did not sit with some traditionalists, who viewed the document as upending Marian thought.
Bishop Athanasius Schneider, a conservative Catholic cleric in Kazakhstan, said that the notion that Mary should never be viewed as a co-redeemer "constitutes an objective rupture" with past church teaching.  Although he views the Madonna's role as "subordinate," he said, "she was a co-redeemer in the sense of the motherly cooperation with Christ."
More than anything, however, church disputes now center on the culture wars, on how to act, serve and worship in Jesus' name and how or whether the church should evolve.
Leo has already showed the resistance of past popes toward female ordination -- taking a traditional position even as calls within the church grow louder for change. He will be asked to further clarify evolving views of gender and family, whether it be through ministry to same-sex couples, or an increasingly vocal push by clerics in Africa for a more accepting Vatican line on polygamy.
"Polygamy, adultery, or polyamory are based on the illusion that the intensity of the relationship can be found in the succession of faces," the Vatican felt compelled to spell out in a new document celebrating monogamy published this week and also co-signed by Leo. "As the myth of Don Juan illustrates, the number dissolves the name: it disperses the unity of the amorous impulse."
The Nicaea event -- initially planned under Francis -- will be a display of Christian bonhomie, on the heels of accords, joint documents and gestures between Francis and counterparts from Eastern Orthodox, Anglicanism and other denominations. Yet even as they cooperate on the lofty matters such as the rise of artificial intelligence, the faiths remain strategic competitors on the ground.
The Eastern Orthodox Church, though still extremely small, is making inroads in Leo's homeland of the United States, in part by reinforcing masculine stereotypes in conservative young men. At time when the Anglican Church is now being led by a woman, more traditional Catholicism is making new gains in old spiritual battlegrounds like Britain, especially among a growing crop of churchgoing millennials and Gen Zers.

On his trip to Turkey, Leo will visit the archaeological site of the Basilica of St. Neophytos in Iznik, formerly Nicaea. (Francisco Seco/AP)


Even within Catholicism, a new generation of young priests and seminarians are decidedly more conservative than their elders. Leo faces increasing pushback, for instance, against a Francis-era edict curbing sayings of the old Latin Mass, a touchstone for traditionalists. Younger priests, many of them barred from saying such services, have especially pressed for change.
Other issues confronting the church are seen as heretical to Catholic teaching even as they take root in parts of the church, including the growing popularity of prosperity gospel. A notion long popular in the evangelical churches that have poached Catholics for decades in Latin America and elsewhere,  it proffers the theory that God offers financial gain to the faithful. Calls for a more nuanced view of gender identity have additionally challenged established church doctrine.
"We have more cultural issues that are dividing the church, but on the other hand, I think we have a reemerging problem with heresies," said Massimo Faggioli, a professor in ecclesiology at Trinity College Dublin.
In Germany, Leo faces a Catholic church that has bordered on insurrection as it loses patience for liberal changes,  even as conservative dioceses in Africa have rebelled over gestures the church has offered, such as a 2023 ruling explicitly allowing priests to conduct short blessings of individuals in same-sex partnerships.
"As at Nicaea, [unity] will only be possible through a patient, long and sometimes difficult journey of mutual listening and acceptance," Leo wrote in his pre-trip message. "It is a theological challenge and, even more so, a spiritual challenge, which requires repentance and conversion on the part of all."
Dissent in the Catholic Church is as old as the faith -- and not always pretty.
For the Council of Nicaea, Constantine summoned senior clergy to address a between dispute with Arius, an early Christian elder who argued that Jesus was not coeternal with God the father, but rather, created by him.
Intense, even violent debate ensued, with Arius's teachings labeled blasphemous and the church agreeing on what would become the foundation of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. Arius was exiled, then allowed back into the fold, and the bishops who opposed him exiled. Some have suggested he may have been poisoned to death, though church scholars dispute that.
"At least we don't kill each other anymore," Reese said.
Stefano Pitrelli in Rome contributed to this report.
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National Security
Maduro's ties to Turkey could smooth path to possible exile
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro's close relationship with President Recep Tayyip Erdogan could make Turkey a possible safe harbor if he decides to flee Caracas.

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, right, with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan during a welcome ceremony in Ankara, Turkey, on June 8, 2022. (Burhan Ozbilici/AP)


By Karen DeYoung | 2025-11-27
When Nicolas Maduro declared himself Venezuela's president once again after a 2024 election that the United States and more than 50 other countries declared fraudulent, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan was one of the few foreign leaders to call.
When Erdogan was inaugurated for a third term in 2023, Maduro flew from Caracas to be there for a fellow leader he has called his "brother." Their governments have exchanged numerous cabinet-level visits in recent years, usually to sign strategic agreements, and maintain a healthy trade relationship.
So it would come as no surprise, experts say, if Maduro -- whom President Donald Trump has said he wants to push out of office "the easy way ... or the hard way" -- is looking to Turkey as a possible safe harbor if he decides to flee Caracas.
The hard way, Trump has all but said, involves the use of the massive U.S. naval and air forces he has assembled in the Caribbean near Venezuela's coast to try to capture him or destroy his military's will to fight.
"Turkey is the perfect place for him," said a person familiar with administration deliberations over the current operations near Venezuela. Maduro "trusts Erdogan ... [and] Erdogan has good relations with Trump. ... At end of day, what are realistic and acceptable outcomes? Obviously, people are thinking about it, working on it."
A potential Turkish exile deal for Maduro, said the person, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak for the administration, could come with "guarantees," presumably ensuring he would not be extradited to the United States, where he is under indictment for drug trafficking, corruption and narcoterrorism, with a $50 million bounty on his head.
The International Criminal Court, on the request of several countries in the hemisphere, has been investigating alleged "crimes against humanity," including illegal detentions, in Venezuela since shortly after Maduro first came to office in 2013.
Asked if a Maduro exile to Turkey is being or has been discussed, or if Trump, as he said Tuesday, "might talk to him" directly, deputy White House spokeswoman Anna Kelly said "no comment." The Turkish Embassy in Washington did not respond to queries.
The Venezuelan government has denied repeated reports that Maduro is considering exile. In a speech to supporters Tuesday in Caracas, Maduro said Venezuelans had to be "capable of defending every inch of this blessed land from any sort of imperialist threat or aggression," and vowed he would "give my all" to that cause.
The administration claims that Maduro heads two separate "terrorist" cartels it says are using the profits of drug trafficking to engage in an armed conflict with the United States and that its actions are legal under the laws of war. Amid various justifications for blowing up more than 20 small boats allegedly carrying narcotics, killing more than 80 people aboard, Trump has also said Maduro emptied his country's prisons and "insane asylums" to send "millions" of illegal Venezuelans to the U.S.
Those claims have come under intense scrutiny by Democratic lawmakers and some Republicans who question both their veracity and legal underpinnings. This week, after six Democratic members of Congress, all military or CIA veterans, posted a video reminding U.S. troops that they have a duty not to comply with illegal orders, Trump labeled them "seditious" and potentially "punishable by DEATH."
The Defense Department almost immediately announced that it was launching an investigation into one of them, retired naval officer and astronaut Sen. Mark Kelly (D-Arizona), and the other lawmakers said Tuesday the FBI has requested to interview them.
Numerous polls have indicated that a majority of Americans do not favor U.S. military intervention in Venezuela and a large part of Trump's MAGA base -- including some cabinet members -- have quietly suggested that the headlong push toward war could be a betrayal of his "no more wars" campaign promise.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio, the son of Cuban immigrants and a former Florida senator, has long argued for a tough posture against Maduro. But several people familiar with White House deliberations, both in Trump's first term and now, have insisted that the hard line comes directly from the president.
Maduro is not without international friends. Cuba reportedly has supplied personal security for Maduro and senior regime officials. Russia has been a close ally, supplying weaponry for the Venezuelan military and filling in economic holes left by harsh U.S. sanctions. As U.S. pressure escalated, Maduro reached out to Russia, China and Iran last month with appeals to enhance its worn military capabilities and solicit assistance, The Post reported. Several large Russian cargo planes with unknown cargos reportedly landed recently in Venezuela.
In a phone call Tuesday, Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi told his Venezuelan counterpart Yvan Gil that the U.S. "threat of the use of force against [Venezuela] is a clear example of the gross violation of the fundamental principles of the UN Charter and the peremptory norms of international law," according to Iranian media.
Araghchi condemned Washington's "bullying approach" toward Venezuela and other Latin American countries, the media reports said.
But experts discounted Russia, Iran or Cuba as likely destinations should Maduro decide his time is up.
"If he's worried about guarantees and people holding up their end of the deal" a Turkish landing "provides more security," the person familiar with administration thinking said. Maduro "has been moving gold there forever" and he and his extended family and cronies "have enough wealth and networks there to keep him happy."
Turkey holds mining concessions for much of Venezuela's substantial gold reserves. U.S. officials in the past have alleged that gold sent from Venezuela to Turkey for refinement has found its way to Iran and into Turkish accounts personally held by Maduro and other regime officials.
Turkey also would jump at the chance to be seen as essential to Trump's foreign policy goals, said Lisel Hintz, a scholar on Turkey and assistant professor at Johns Hopkins University's School of Advanced International Studies. Ankara could try to leverage its support to get U.S. approval for F-35 fighter jets, after it was booted from the program for purchasing Russian S-400 antiaircraft defenses.
Erdogan, whose government has allowed senior Hamas officials to maintain residences in Turkey, has been praised by the White House for helping to achieve the Gaza ceasefire by bringing Hamas to the table and getting it to sign on to Trump's peace plan.
Turkey has also hosted early-stage peace talks between Moscow and Kyiv and is expected to do so again if Trump's proposed peace plan for Ukraine progresses. And it was Erdogan who encouraged and facilitated the advance by Syrian militants into Damascus that late last year brought about the fall of Bashar al-Assad.
Venezuela could be "the fourth conflict that Erdogan is helping to end with Trump," said Soner Cagaptay, a Turkish American political scientist who directs the Turkish research program at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy.
"Turkey is the sweet spot for both Trump and Maduro," Cagaptay said. "If [Maduro] is in Russia, he disappears," much as Assad has in Russian exile. "If he goes to Cuba," where the economy is collapsing and there is little freedom of movement, as in Iran, "good luck."
Maduro exiting to Turkey, he said, "doesn't involve any loss of face for Trump, Maduro won't have gone to the dark side. For Maduro, he won't feel unsafe."
Yeganeh Torbati in Istanbul contributed to this report.
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Sharing meals, helping others and material security are parts of the recipe for happiness, life in Finland, Indonesia, Jamaica and Senegal shows.
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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Europe
Europe strains to speak with one voice as U.S., Russia decide Ukraine's fate
Cracks have emerged in the continent on how to keep arming Ukraine without U.S. money and how to respond to an increasingly tense confrontation with Russia.

A man crosses the road during blackout hours in Kyiv on Wednesday. (Roman Pilipey/AFP/Getty Images)


By Ellen Francis | 2025-11-27
BRUSSELS -- As Washington and Moscow engage in talks that could reshape Europe's future, the continent's leaders say their best bet is to stick together.
But first, they have to get on the same page.
Behind the show of unity, which the Europeans are now putting on as much for President Donald Trump as for Russian President Vladimir Putin, there are deep-rooted differences. The cracks have emerged in big conversations on how to keep arming Ukraine without U.S. money and how to respond to an increasingly tense confrontation with Russia.
Those steering the European ship say the stakes are high as ever amid Washington's fresh push for a deal to end Russia's war in Ukraine, without seemingly wanting European input.
French President Emmanuel Macron said, "We are clearly at a crucial juncture." German Chancellor Friedrich Merz described this as a "fateful moment" of European unity. And the head of the E.U.'s executive body, Ursula von der Leyen, appealed to the bloc's 27 nations: "We must remain united."
As Europeans try to keep outside forces at bay, however, they are wrestling with splits from within, and their politics are swayed by calls to spend the money at home, not on Kyiv. Even trying to defray expenses by using Russia's frozen assets to fund Ukraine has run afoul of tiny Belgium, which holds most of the funds and fears bearing the brunt of any retaliation.
The continent is also divided over how much of a threat Moscow really is, as those on Russia's borders warn that their neighbors to the west are not being hawkish enough. This is all without even mentioning Hungary, whose Kremlin-friendly prime minister, Viktor Orban, is seizing on his friendship with Trump and a Ukrainian corruption scandal to bash E.U. policy.
Wary of an emboldened Russia at their door, Europe's top leaders have pushed back on some ideas from Washington, their traditional ally, and pledged to keep strengthening Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky's hand. They have countered initial U.S. proposals limiting NATO's presence or E.U. powers to maintain sanctions or accept Ukraine as a new member.
Still, the talks show that Europe will never compete as a global player if its leaders cannot build political unity, said Brando Benifei, a European Parliament lawmaker who chairs the delegation to the United States.
"Sanctions are very important but that cannot be the only point where we agree," he said. "The E.U. is divided. ... In foreign policy, it is 27 fragmented entities that need to agree on every step, and this makes it extremely difficult to be bold, to be imaginative, to find a solution."
Without greater independence, he warned, Europeans risk getting "absorbed into spheres of influence" by the U.S., Russia or China: "That is not the destiny I would favor for Europe, and autonomy requires unity."

Passersby look at portraits of soldiers at a memorial for fallen Ukrainian and foreign fighters in Kyiv. (Roman Pilipey/AFP/Getty Images)


European nations have become Kyiv's biggest backers since the U.S. withdrew direct financial support, though finding cash in sluggish economies is an increasingly touchy subject.
The controversial E.U. plan to tap into Russian sovereign assets emerged to fill the gap, but it remains deadlocked. Belgium may be the key holdout, but other E.U. capitals also have reservations about how to spend the Russian assets.
Washington, however, seems not to have reservations. As delicate European negotiations dragged on, a previous U.S. proposal envisaged investing $100 billion of those assets into Ukraine reconstruction and Washington reaping half the profits, while returning the rest to Moscow.
Senior European officials went to Geneva for weekend talks to change the leaked proposals, though their ideas hovered on the sidelines of negotiations on the plan between the U.S. and Ukraine.
Now, the European Union is racing for consensus on funding for Ukraine to maintain its leverage, diplomats said. E.U. officials still hope for a funding decision before Christmas.
Gabrielius Landsbergis, a former Lithuanian foreign minister, said the E.U. wouldn't be scrambling if it had pressed ahead with its own plans on "financing the way forward" for Ukraine.
"Then who cares what is agreed between Americans and Russians if Europe is ready to do their own thing," he said. Instead, "we are unable to present something practical to Ukraine, unable to present ourselves as a winning side, or at least with ideas of how to win, to Trump and to Putin."
That's also rooted in different views of the threat. In Eastern Europe near Ukraine and Russia's border, where countries like Lithuania and Poland are marked by their own histories, the alarm bells about Russia ring louder.

Residents walk past a sculpture dedicated to Ukrainian prisoners of war in Kyiv. (Valentyn Ogirenko/Reuters)


Nordic countries are also starting to complain that they give more to Ukraine than others, including their Mediterranean neighbors to the south, which have different security sensitivities. The friction is threatening to boil over if European leaders can't secure a fresh source of funding.
Swedish Foreign Minister Maria Malmer Stenergard told Politico bluntly in recent days that it was "not sustainable" and "not reasonable in any way" for Nordic countries to shoulder so much of the cost of aid to Ukraine.
At a recent meeting in Brussels, Lithuanian Foreign Minister Kestutis Budrys told his European counterparts to approve the Russian assets plan or put up the cash for Ukraine from their national budgets.
"I know what Russians see and what they think about us, that we cannot handle it," he said. "That's why frozen assets have to be used ... otherwise, I want to see the money, not the political solidarity talks. Show me the money."
At the same meeting, his Hungarian counterpart was calling the E.U. executive branch, the European Commission, "insane" for trying to drum up more funds for Ukraine.
Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto said the E.U. should "have immediately stopped the payments to Ukraine" after a major Ukrainian corruption probe implicated Zelensky's associates. "The establishment in Brussels has been living under illusions," he said. "It is an illusion to say that the time is on the side of Ukraine."
E.U. officials have portrayed Hungary's Orban as a lone, black sheep, but they fret Budapest will increasingly find allies in other countries including Slovakia, the Czech Republic and -- depending on how the French 2027 presidential election goes -- possibly France.
For all their differences, European allies have so far mobilized some cash and diplomatic clout with Trump to bolster Zelensky, as they also hike their defense budgets.
There has been less unity on how to deal with Russia, however. While the continent's top leaders all accuse Moscow of trying to destabilize them -- allegations it rejects -- they can't seem to agree on how to respond.
After an explosion damaged a rail line in Poland last week, Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski accused Russia of "an act of state terrorism" and vowed the response would be "more than just diplomatic."

A residential building burns after a Russian attack on Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, on Wednesday. (Kateryna Klochko/AP)


Warsaw's fire breathing, however, doesn't match the more restrained messaging from NATO officials and some European capitals urging calm. With murky drone incursions rattling European cities for weeks, NATO diplomats have said they are waiting for ongoing investigations while insisting on the need to boost defenses against Moscow.
"How can Putin take it seriously?" Landsbergis, the former Lithuanian official, said. "Imagine if Lithuania is attacked ... the only thing there will be is a bureaucratic investigation?"
At a defining moment, "if we're unable to get on the same page ... how is the European Union considering it will survive?" he asked. Some nations may take matters into their own hands and build smaller, regional alliances if the E.U. is too slow, Landsbergis added. "Then we might see more of fractures within the E.U."
In another example splitting some Europeans, Poland is refusing a German request to extradite a Ukrainian suspect in the explosions of the Nord Stream gas pipelines.
That's despite a nearly three-year investigation into the sabotage of pipelines that ran from Russia to Germany, a dramatic attack the Europeans initially blamed on Moscow but is now widely suspected to be linked to Ukrainians.
The extradition rift has played into long-standing Polish grievances with their German neighbors about Russian policy. "The problem with Nord Stream 2 is not that it was blown up. The problem is that it was built," Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk has said of the case.
As Europe tries to rely less on Washington, national interests are also getting in the way of fast-tracking common defense projects, such as a drone shield or a fighter jet. European diplomats have voiced concern that the frictions might contaminate plans for a joint military buildup.
"The E.U. is a mostly soft power in a hard world," said one European diplomat, "but we are trying."
Beatriz Rios in Brussels contributed to this report.
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Asia
Fire engulfs high-rise buildings in Hong Kong, killing at least 44
Police arrested three people for alleged manslaughter in connection to the blaze at Wang Fuk Court in the Tai Po district. At least 279 remain missing.

A man reacts near the burning Wang Fuk Court in Hong Kong on Wednesday. (Tyrone Siu/Reuters)


By Victoria Craw | 2025-11-26

At least 13 people were killed after a huge fire engulfed several residential high-rise buildings in Hong Kong on Nov. 26, the city's emergency services said.


At least 44 people were killed after a huge fire engulfed several high-rise buildings in an apartment complex in Hong Kong, the city's top official said Wednesday.
At least 279 people remain missing, Hong Kong Chief Executive John Lee said at a news conference early Thursday morning local time, the South China Morning Post reported. Rescue efforts continued into the night. Of those hospitalized, 45 are in serious condition, the Fire Services Department told local media.
The fire broke out at Wang Fuk Court in Tai Po, a northeastern district in Hong Kong's New Territories, just before 3 p.m. Wednesday local time, authorities said.
Officials have not yet commented on the cause of the blaze, but they said the fire appeared to have spread with unusual speed, perhaps because of foam material present in the buildings, which were under renovations. Police arrested three people overnight for alleged manslaughter in connection to the fire, all of whom were employees at a construction company, the South China Morning Post reported.
Nine people were initially confirmed dead at the scene and four died at a hospital, emergency services said at a Wednesday night news conference. At least two others were in critical condition.
A 37-year-old firefighter was among those killed, Hong Kong's director of fire services, Andy Yeung, confirmed. "I am profoundly grieved at the loss of this dedicated and gallant fireman," he said.
Construction work was underway on the towers before the blaze, and falling debris and scaffolding from the buildings pose an additional risk to the public and emergency personnel, authorities said at the news conference.
The official response involved about 400 police officers, 128 fire vehicles and more than 760 first responders, authorities said.
Images showed at least three towers ablaze while firefighters worked to put out the flames. Photos showed the fire appearing to spread across bamboo scaffolding at the complex.
The South China Morning Post reported that some residents were trapped inside the buildings.
Lee said he chaired a governmental meeting in response to the fire and expressed condolences to the families of those killed and injured by the blaze.
Chinese President Xi Jinping extended condolences to victims and their families late Wednesday and urged an all-out effort to minimize losses, according to the state-run Xinhua News Agency.

Firefighters work to extinguish a fire that broke out at Wang Fuk Court. (Chan Long Hei/AP)



(AFP/Getty Images)


The complex is home to eight high-rise buildings and almost 2,000 apartments, according to property records.
The apartment blocks were wrapped in bamboo scaffolding -- a material widely used in Hong Kong. In March, the city's Development Bureau said it would seek to phase out bamboo in favor of metal, saying it could deteriorate over time and had "high combustibility ... giving rise to safety concerns."
The government said it opened temporary shelters for evacuated residents at community halls and a local school. Others were warned to stay inside with their windows closed and avoid the area.
Hong Kong is under an "extreme" fire risk warning, according to a notice from the Hong Kong Observatory released on Monday.
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Asia
Severe flooding in Thailand kills at least 33, strands tens of thousands
A deluge in Thailand is the latest in a string of deadly weather across Southeast Asia.

A man stands in front of his partially submerged home in the Hat Yai district. (Karit Chaui-Aksorn/Reuters)


By Mikhail Klimentov, Ian Livingston | 2025-11-26

Parts of Southeast Asia have been battling heavy rains that have caused deadly flooding and landslides.


Severe flooding in southern Thailand has killed at least 33 people and displaced and stranded tens of thousands more amid record-setting rainfall in parts of the country. The deluge is the latest in a string of deadly weather across Southeast Asia, prompting evacuations in Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines.
Photos and video taken Tuesday and Wednesday show murky, brown floodwater stretching to the horizon in sections of Thailand's south, with cars and buildings submerged. Rescuers can be seeing assisting people in the street and fetching the stranded from the roofs of homes with motorboats. Muddy wreckage and debris can be seen scattered across the landscape in areas from which water has receded.

This aerial photo taken Wednesday shows floodwaters submerging vehicles in Hat Yai, in Thailand's southern Songkhla province. (Arnun Chonmahatrakool/AFP/Getty Images)



Rescuers evacuate local residents from their homes in a flooded area in the Hat Yai district. (Sithichai Chootochana/Reuters)


Moisture associated with the storm Senyar -- now moving westward over the Malacca Strait -- slowly meandered through northern Malaysia and southern Thailand over the past week, feeding the latest bout of flooding. Nine provinces remained impacted by the flooding Wednesday, with the government declaring a state of emergency in one of them, Songkhla, on Tuesday.
The city of Hat Yai in Songkhla saw over 13 inches of rain on Friday -- the greatest amount in a single day in 300 years, according to local media, citing regional irrigation officials. A blanket evacuation order for flood-prone areas of Hat Yai was issued Monday by Songkhla's governor, Rathasat Cherdchu, with authorities reporting water rising to over 8 feet. This year marks the second in a row with severe flooding in parts of Southeast Asia, including Thailand.
Water was still rising in some provinces Wednesday, the Bangkok Post reported.

A man with a medical condition is evacuated Wednesday by rescuers in Thailand. (Sarot Meksophawannakul/AFP/Getty Images)


Planes and helicopters packed with military personnel and paramedics were deployed Wednesday to rescue people and deliver aid. In one video posted by government spokesman Siripong Angkasakulkiat, aid is tossed down to the roof of an apartment building from a helicopter hovering above it.
The Thai Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation said Wednesday morning that more than 2.7 million people had been affected by the flooding, with tens of thousands moved into shelters.
Later Wednesday, the department warned people in the Trang, Phatthalung, Satun, Songkhla, Pattani, Narathiwat and Yala provinces of the risk of landslides after the flooding.

A man pushes a container full of drinks as he wades through the water in a flooded convenience store in Hat Yai. (Arnun Chonmahatrakool/AFP/Getty Images)



An aerial photo taken Wednesday shows people surrounded by floating products from a supermarket as they wade through floodwaters in Hat Yai. (Arnun Chonmahatrakool/AFP/Getty Images)


A deadly season of storms and heavy rains has killed scores in neighboring countries in the weeks leading up to Thailand's floods. In Malaysia, 15,000 people were evacuated to shelters on account of the same floodwaters devastating southern Thailand. At least 90 people died in Vietnam amid heavy rain and resulting landslides. And earlier in November, multiple storms battered the Philippines, killing at least 200 people.
Persistent bouts of the La Nina climate pattern are at least partially to blame for the flooding. When La Nina's cooler-than-normal water in the central Pacific Ocean shifts warmer-than-normal waters westward, a zone from Oceania through Maritime Southeast Asia tends to see wetter-than-typical conditions.
This is also partly a result of a shift in where storms are going amid added moisture in the region. Warmer ocean temperatures allow for more evaporation and thus higher levels of moisture in the air, frequently leading to heavier and more persistent rainfall.

Volunteers distribute donated clothes to evacuees at a temporary shelter in the Hat Yai district. (Athit Perawongmetha/Reuters)


The same process also enhances the typical seasonal monsoon, a shift in winds bringing steadier rains for several months of the year, during summer and fall in the region. As La Nina arrives and develops during the fall, its influence can extend monsoons deeper into autumn or even winter. This is especially true in and around Thailand's south, which has recently been hit by the heaviest rains.
In addition to the enhanced monsoon, the warmer waters and typically light levels of disruptive wind shear during La Nina development can lead to heightened tropical cyclone activity in the western Pacific Ocean. In the latest spurt of activity since mid-September, a near-continuous string of storms has targeted Southeast Asia, including Thailand, with heavy rainfall born of these systems.
Much of the ocean around Thailand is running 1 to 3 degrees Celsius (1.8 to 5.4 degrees Fahrenheit) warmer than normal for this time of year, with scattered areas under marine heat waves in the broader region. Regardless of the La Nina climate pattern, which comes and goes over the years, ocean temperatures are on a steady upward climb amid climate change.
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Europe
Top E.U. court rules same-sex marriages must be recognized throughout bloc
The ruling does not force member states to legalize same-sex marriages, but it says they must honor those granted elsewhere.

A gay pride parade in Warsaw in 2019. (Czarek Sokolowski/AP)


By Beatriz Rios, Mikhail Klimentov | 2025-11-26
BRUSSELS -- The European Union's highest court ruled Tuesday that all member states should honor the civil status of same-sex couples married anywhere else in the bloc, regardless of domestic laws on same-sex marriage. The ruling does not force member states to legalize same-sex marriages.
The decision stems from a legal challenge posed by Jakub Cupriak-Trojan and Mateusz Trojan, two Polish citizens who married in Berlin in 2018. When they returned to their native Poland, they sought to have their marriage certificate recognized by the country's authorities to access health care benefits. Their request was refused on the grounds that same-sex marriage is not legal in Poland.
On Tuesday, the European Union Court of Justice ruled that Poland's refusal to accept German documents proving Cupriak-Trojan and Trojan were legally married violated their right to freedom of movement within the bloc by restricting their access to legal rights granted to them elsewhere in the European Union. Under E.U. law, European citizens are able to travel freely and reside in any E.U. country.
"There is a genuine risk that those citizens will face serious obstacles in regulating their family life upon their return," without the recognition they were accorded elsewhere in the bloc, the court ruled. The two men would "be unable, in many aspects of everyday life -- both in the public and in the private spheres -- to rely on their marital status, even though that status has been lawfully established in the host Member State."
The plaintiffs welcomed the outcome.
"The CJEU's judgment is a milestone and opens a new chapter in the fight for the same-sex couples' rights in Poland," the couple's lawyers, Pawel Knut and Artur Kula, said in a statement. "From now on, the transcription of same-sex marriage certificates in such cases as our clients' is mandatory."
Rather than force E.U. countries to legalize same-sex marriage, the ruling requires them to recognize certificates issued by other countries within the bloc, in the same way that they would for heterosexual couples. In Poland, relevant authorities barred Cupriak-Trojan and Trojan from accessing certain benefits offered to heterosexual couples by declining to recognize their marriage documents.
"The lack of a procedure for recognition equivalent to that granted to heterosexual couples constitutes discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation," the court ruled.
The European branch of the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association, a rights group, ranks Poland as among the lowest scorers in the European Union in terms of impacts of public policy on LGBTI people.
E.U. rulings set legal precedent, and members of the bloc are expected to respect them -- though some have refused to do so. Noncompliance can result in fines.
"This case marks a significant step towards the protection of same-sex couples across the E.U., notably in countries that still do not provide any legal recognition and protection to same-sex couples, such as Bulgaria, Romania, Slovakia, Lithuania and Poland," ILGA-Europe said in a statement. "The judgment also highlighted the practical difficulties faced by same-sex couples in all areas of life when their relationship is not recognised, such as access to benefits, pensions, taxation, property, social security, employment, inheritance, recognition of a married name, and parental rights."
The E.U. has long negotiated tensions over socially conservative dissent against liberal norms established in Brussels. Hungary's Viktor Orban has been the foremost of such critics. This year, he attempted to ban LGBTQ+ pride parades. Hungary allows civil unions but not same-sex marriage, and it restricts adoptions by same-sex couples.
"The judgment is clear and goes further than previous rulings as it applies for all legal purposes, so we expect Member States across the EU to implement it without delay," said Marie-Helene Ludwig, ILGA-Europe's senior strategic litigation officer, in a statement to The Washington Post. "We count on the Commission to be very vigilant in ensuring implementation and full respect of the judgment, as we are conscious that more and more CJEU judgments are ignored by EU member states, which is a clear rule of law breach that must be addressed to ensure everyone's fundamental rights are guaranteed."
Tuesday's ruling is not the first time the E.U.'s top court has cited the principle of freedom of movement when mandating that countries recognize LGBTQ+ rights granted elsewhere in the bloc.
Adrian Coman, a Romanian citizen, and Clai Hamilton, a U.S. citizen, married in Brussels in 2010. Romanian authorities did not recognize their marriage, making it impossible for Hamilton to get a residency permit after Coman decided to move back to the country. The court ruled in 2018 that within the E.U., in terms of the exercise of freedom of movement rights, the term "spouse" was gender neutral, thereby granting residence rights equal to heterosexual couples.
Poland was among the countries to file a brief in support of Romania's position in the case.
Romania failed to comply with the ruling. In 2020, Coman and Hamilton filed a complaint before the European Court of Human Rights, accusing Romanian authorities of continuing to violate their rights. The case remains to be heard.
Klimentov reported from Washington.
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Economy
4 charts show who's feeling good about the economy -- and who isn't 
Consumer sentiment measures are generally falling. But that isn't the case for everyone.

A Chipotle in Brooklyn that is hiring workers, seen Nov. 6. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


By Abha Bhattarai | 2025-11-27
It's no secret that Americans are frustrated by the economy: Consumer sentiment has fallen for four straight months to one of its lowest levels on record, according to a closely watched metric from the University of Michigan.
In surveys, people report feeling exasperated by high prices and slowing incomes. The job market is weakening, and the stock market has been inching down from last month's record highs. A measure by the Conference Board released Tuesday showed a sharp decline in consumer confidence in November.
"Consumer economic sentiment is suffering," said Elizabeth Renter, senior economist at NerdWallet. "People are concerned about affordability, the labor market and business conditions."
But not everyone is equally upset. A closer look at the data shows considerable variance based on factors such as a person's age, income and political leaning. Some people are even feeling better about their finances now than they were a few months ago.
Here, in four charts, is a breakdown of who is feeling relatively good about the economy -- and who isn't.
One of the biggest determinants of Americans' views on the economy: who's in the White House.
People tend to feel better about their financial situations when their political party is in power, according to surveys going back to the Reagan era. This split has become particularly pronounced in recent election cycles, as the country becomes more politically polarized.
Democrats, who were feeling glum about the economy during President Donald Trump's first term, quickly changed their tune after Joe Biden was elected in late 2020. That trend quickly reversed last year, with Republicans giving the economy much higher marks once Trump won, according to the University of Michigan survey.
And although people across the political spectrum are feeling worse about the economy than they were a month ago, Republicans continue to have a much rosier outlook than Democrats or independents do.
It's not particularly surprising that Americans with higher incomes tend to feel better about the economy than their lower-paid counterparts. Wealthier households typically spend a smaller share of their incomes on basics, like gas and groceries, which means they have a bigger cushion to fall back on when prices rise.
Still, economists note that the gap between the highest earners and everyone else has recently widened, as economic stress begins to pinch the middle class. Consumer sentiment among middle-income families has tumbled 17 percent since July, compared with an 11 percent decline for those with both higher and lower incomes.
The stock market has posted huge gains this year -- hitting record highs, before retreating in the past month. Overall, the S&P 500 index is up 35 percent since early April and 16 percent for the year to date.
As a result, Americans with stocks are feeling flush, according to University of Michigan data through September. Sentiment among those with the top 20 percent of stock holdings, in particular, has picked up since March. But those without stocks are feeling worse about the economy than they have all year.
For context, roughly 60 percent of Americans own stocks, often in the form of retirement funds or mutual funds, according to a recent Gallup poll. Well-off Americans -- with college degrees and household incomes of $100,000 or more -- are most likely to have a stake in the stock market. Race also plays a role: 70 percent of White adults own stocks, compared with 53 percent of Black adults and 38 percent of Hispanic adults.
Americans under 35 may have less wealth than older generations, but it turns out they're more optimistic about the economy. That's especially the case now, Conference Board data shows, with consumer sentiment among younger adults at a two-year high. Older cohorts, meanwhile, are feeling worse than they were a few months ago.
Economists say it isn't entirely clear why young adults are feeling more hopeful than older generations but say recent wage growth trends may offer one explanation. Younger workers have also seen the largest annual incomes gains -- 5.9 percent, as of August, for Americans ages 16 to 24, compared with a 4.2 percent increase for all workers, according to the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta.
In addition, younger adults, especially in their 20s, may still be living with their parents or relying on them for health insurance or other financial help, helping shield them from rising costs, said Dana Peterson, chief economist at the Conference Board.
"It's a pretty notable gap, those under 35 and over," she said. "They're young, and they're more optimistic, and that's been the case since even before the pandemic."
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: I'm scared to tell my parents I didn't dump my boyfriend
Letter writer is filled with anxiety about her parents finding she's still with the boyfriend they said "I would absolutely have to break up with."

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-11-27
Dear Sahaj: I am 20. I had one internship last summer, and I have two more lined up. I have been dating my partner since freshman year, and I told my parents about him last year before my internship started.
They blackmailed me, treated me so poorly, and overall I was so mentally drained because they said I would absolutely have to break up with him because he is not Indian. To get them off my back for a little bit, I said I will think about what they have said and take it into consideration because honestly I was so depressed. Then, that was the last of it.
Now it's a year later, and the amount of anxiety I have felt being here again is crazy. I want to tell them, but I don't know if I should wait or just not. I don't know what to do, and any advice would be helpful!
-- Now or Wait?
Now or Wait?: The truth is, "Should I tell them now or wait?" isn't the real question. There is no "correct" timeline here. Some people wait until they're independent. Some people disclose gradually. All of these paths are valid. Challenge the all-or-nothing mindset that if you love your parents, then you have to tell them everything. You are allowed to choose when, how and if you share parts of your life, especially if the cost of honesty has historically been harmful.
The real question is, "How do I stay emotionally safe while honoring the life I want?" This means merging your choices with the relationships important to you. One thing you want to explore is what you want from this partner long-term.
There's a common loop many South Asian kids get stuck in: We're taught that a choice isn't truly legitimate until our parents bless it, so we keep waiting for their approval before allowing ourselves to feel confident in what we already know we want. I'm wondering if part of your anxiety is coming from that old pattern, or the belief that your certainty needs to be co-signed by them before it can be real.
If so, your work is to separate your clarity from their acceptance. It's completely okay if you want to figure things out with your partner before looping your parents in. It's also okay to feel guilt for making different choices. (But you just don't want that guilt to take the driver's seat.) You are navigating asserting your autonomy with respecting your parents, and unfortunately these are at odds. Building self-trust, and separating your goodness from their approval, will help you move toward any future conversation from a place of wanting to share, not feeling obligated to confess.
It's possible your parents' reaction last year wasn't truly about your partner but rather about their fear -- fear of losing cultural continuity, fear of control or fear of the unfamiliar. None of this excuses their behavior, but it explains why it felt so intense. Whatever it is, though, your parents' disappointment, panic or confusion does not mean you have done something wrong.
If you do decide to talk to them and share more openly, consider when you would feel safest having this conversation -- based on your current dependence, environment and support system? Planning this out strategically can help you regulate yourself. Maybe you write what you want to say first, practice with someone safe, have support lined up in real time or create an exit plan for if the conversation escalates. The more grounded you feel, the less you'll absorb their panic and disappointment, and internalize it as your own.
You can love your parents and you can make choices that are best for you even if they don't always support them. Whenever you do choose to talk to them -- whether that's now, later or slowly over time -- let that choice come from self-trust, not fear.
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Advice
Asking Eric: Messy housemate gives host silent treatment
Relative who moved in with the letter writer deploys the silent treatment when she's told to be a better roommate.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-11-27
Dear Eric: I allowed the daughter of a cousin, with whom I am not close, to move in with me while she finishes college. When she moved in last January it was supposed to be for a semester, but this is the longest semester I have ever seen.
We had an incident where she left gobs of hair all over my bathroom, which I had to clean up. I told her via text I didn't like it.
She walked around my house for weeks so angry with me, and when I said something to her as she was leaving the house, she slammed the door in my face.
There were other incidents. When she moved in, she had at least nine big boxes in my living room. I have been asking for around seven months for her to move them, and she won't.
So, we had a big blow-up because of that and now she is walking around sullen. She said she has to keep her peace; she won't speak. She won't do her chores anymore, either.
I want her to leave. She's just plain rude. Am I wrong?
-- Bad Housemate
Housemate: It seems like she's fallen into the pattern of being the sullen teenager, making you the nagging parent. But you're not her parent and, if she's finishing college, she's probably not a teenager either. She's a guest in your home and she needs to treat the home and you with respect. If she won't contribute to the order of the home and won't communicate with you, then it's not working, and you should tell her that. She doesn't get a free pass.
If you want to give her another chance before asking her to leave, then it's time to have a "state of the arrangement" conversation where you lay out what your expectations are and ask her if she can accept those. Also state that there are consequences to the agreement not being honored, namely that this wouldn't be a place where she was able to stay any longer. Lastly, get a timeline. How long is this degree going to take? How many credits does she have left?
From your letter, however, it sounds like you're fed up and that's fine. We're coming up on the end of another semester. This may be the right time for her to find another option. Because your cousin made the arrangement, you might also loop her in so she's not blindsided and so she can help her daughter to take responsibility.
Dear Eric: I recently spent the night with an old friend. We had a 50-year anniversary visit. We are thrilled to be reunited. My friend went out of her way to make me welcome and comfortable in her home overnight. That included washing the bed linens having used fabric softener and/or dryer sheets. The bed was overwhelmingly perfumed by these products to the extent that I was coughing and effectively lost a night's sleep.
The opportunity exists to spend more time in the future in her home, however, I cannot sleep in her guest room with those chemicals in play. How do you suggest I approach this one?
-- No Aromas, Please
Aromas: The easiest way is probably to bring your own sheets/linens if you have the space in your luggage. And it's fine to mention it in advance. "I'm sensitive to scents and chemicals, so I'm going to bring my own sheets. I just wanted to let you know. I don't want you to go out of your way and I want to be rested enough to enjoy our time together."
This also gives your friend the opportunity to modify the way she hosts. She might hear this and volunteer to wash the linens without fabric softener. It's easy enough to do. The most direct option is to ask her: "would you mind not using any scented chemicals on the sheets in your guestroom?" I list this option last not to be passive, but because it may not completely solve your issue. If she's using the fabric softener consistently on all her other laundry, there may be residual aromas that you pick up on.
The bigger idea here is that good hosting and being a good guest are both reliant on clear communication. Guests and hosts shouldn't be afraid to ask for what they need, respectfully, reasonably, and kindly. It sounds like your friend was happy to do whatever she could to make you feel at home. It stands to reason, then, that she'd be happy to make an adjustment if it made you even more comfortable. Likewise, it sounds like you're happy to do what you can to clear the path for a more enjoyable time. This is all good news. Enjoy your next visit.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Miss Manners: My husband's adult sons never offer to pick up a check 
Letter writer is annoyed husband's sons let them pay for dinners but isn't sure saying something is the right move.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-11-27
Dear Miss Manners: At several gatherings with friends and family, the food is blessed by holding hands during a prayer -- after I have already washed mine in preparation for eating.
Holding hands defeats the purpose of washing them, but I don't know how to avoid it during the prayer. Refraining from holding hands, or immediately rewashing right after, might offend the other guests. Any ideas on how to handle this situation?
Wash your hands at the time appointed, hold hands during the prayer, and then, when everyone else starts to eat, you may excuse yourself, having waited to go to the bathroom. You will then be able to wash your hands a second time with no one the wiser.
Do not let the subterfuge concern you. Miss Manners knows that it is for a good cause -- just as she knows better than to ask why the initial washing was nullified by touching the hands of friends and family who have also just washed their own hands.
Dear Miss Manners: My husband of four years has two adult, financially stable sons. One is married with two children; the other is single. We drive 3,300 miles round trip twice a year for the children's birthdays.
If we have dinner at the home of one of my stepsons, we contribute food. If we go out to dinner, we always pay. Not once has either of the sons offered to pay for anything.
I have never mentioned this to my husband, but it annoys me greatly. I see it as being extremely selfish, ungrateful and inconsiderate. In contrast, when we visit my family, they will often pick up the check. I realize that criticizing someone's children can be a minefield, so what should I do?
That's not "someone"; that's your husband.
Miss Manners says this not because it reminds her of Groucho Marx (which is merely a side benefit), but because, although etiquette still applies to family, its application can vary.
She generally opposes the widely accepted belief that honesty always overrules tact, consideration and common sense. But in this case, the best solutions to your problem begin with a conversation with your husband. He may disagree with you, and be able to convince you to some course of action. Or he may agree with you, and either solve the problem or share your frustration.
But you are right not to take lightly the decision to raise the subject with him. Miss Manners knows of successful marriages in which such a conversation would be possible without collateral damage, but she cannot judge if that is the case in any marriage to which she is not a party.
Failing that, the choices are to insist that you also pay when your family is involved -- a possibly expensive solution -- or avoid costly events with his family.
Dear Miss Manners: Do you thank your neighbor for paying you to watch over their home while they were away?
Technically, this is a business transaction in which they hire you to perform a service. If anything, they would thank you for your work, assuming the plants and the cat survived the experience.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: A fiance famous for waiting hurries up when sibling sets a date
Her newly engaged sister booked a wedding date before them, and her fiance of two years is upset now that she's in the way.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-11-27
Dear Carolyn: My fiance and I got engaged on Jan. 1, 2024 -- so, almost two years ago -- and then my sister and her fiance got engaged this past summer. For a whole host of reasons, my fiance and I have not gotten far at all in the wedding planning, but my sister and hers set a date and booked a venue pretty quickly -- for the first weekend in July.
Recently, my fiance sighted a local, family-owned venue and has started saying he wants to get married there in mid-June, around our anniversary and after school lets out because there are kids in our families we want to be there.
If we did that, then it would be back-to-back weddings, which I -- I cannot stress this enough -- do NOT think is a great idea.
My sister and I have very overlapping guest lists, for one thing. Plus, I will be in her wedding (and hopefully she in mine), and I think we would each like to be able to focus on that without worrying about the details of another big event around the same time. Also, we are from a close family, and it just feels like squeezing too much juice out of one summer. Our mom is not super healthy, and I know she wants to be there for both of us.
I would strongly prefer to postpone our wedding until perhaps next spring, and honestly since we (especially my fiance) have dragged our feet this much so far, there doesn't feel like much of a hurry anymore.
My fiance is upset by this and says it feels like I'm letting my sister delay our marriage.
Am I being obtuse by thinking we should get married a few months later than he wants to? We have been together for almost eight years, if it matters!
-- Sister
Sister: When waiting eight years to get married, two of them in earnest, suddenly became your fault via your sister, and your response wasn't an immediate deadpan "Really?," that was two indicator lights on your dashboard.
The first says his denial is in the red. Whoo. It's not you, it's not your sister, it's not the venue/kids/anniversary/who owns what. K? For whatever reason, your fiance was on track to be your fiance indefinitely -- but then the other couple squared up and kicked him right in the inertia.
Okay, then, whatever it takes, right? Clearly, you're no fairy-tale purist -- a good thing not to be, since all of us have our frailties.
It is a problem, though, when one of the frailties you're engaged to is an unwillingness to own his own stuff and its consequences.
All your fiance had to express, when you brought up the date conflict (maybe, maybe with a chuckle about the sudden all-fired hurry he's in? a cocked eyebrow? a Mona Lisa?) was disappointment plus something in the we-snooze-we-lose cliche family. Not even a full "my bad!"
Instead, he's blaming you, when his being the primary footdragger says your various delays trace largely to something he's wrestling with himself. So he's not merely not facing his stuff -- or undertaking any self-improvement work on it, obviously -- but making you carry it? That's a warning light you don't try to drive around with -- you take it to the shop.
Which brings us to the second light: that you didn't react to the first one.
He basically pointed and said, "Look over there!" and you did. Meaning, you're still talking in terms of the validity of your reasons to postpone, da di da, and not the fact that he blamed you. I suspect this is no maiden voyage for either of you on this route. Years make patterns.
So I am not going to call anyone obtuse. I am also not going to talk about wedding dates. I am going to urge you to look right at this: at what he's denying-avoiding-deflecting, at his unbothered blame-shifting on you and your ready acquiescence to it. Whatever it is, facing it together with strength, love, patience and humility now is so much better than letting it come find you later.
And it will find you -- something I cannot stress enough.
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Food
Thanksgiving 911: Should I wash my turkey inside and out before stuffing it? 
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

Garlic and Herb Roasted Turkey With Roasted Garlic Gravy. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal, Emily Heil, Matt Brooks | 2025-11-26
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Looking for more? Read on below:
	TK STORY
	TK STORY
	TK STORY

Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Movies
The mind behind 'Knives Out' keeps pumping out capers. Here's his secret.
With his latest Benoit Blanc movie "Wake Up Dead Man," Rian Johnson has 'dun it again.

"I feel like if you approached a story with the intent of subverting expectations, that would be a terrible, terrible, thing," Johnson says. (Roger Kisby/Getty Images)


By Thomas Floyd | 2025-11-27

Rian Johnson is the writer and director of "Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery." (Frank Ockenfels/Netflix)


PHILADELPHIA
Rian Johnson might strike you as a rock guy. "Knives Out," his first Benoit Blanc whodunit, shared its title with a Radiohead song. The 51-year-old filmmaker then named its two sequels after Beatles and U2 cuts. But when he's face-deep in a script, he tends to turn on ... show tunes?
Oh yes. He played the "Follies" cast album on repeat while writing 2019's "Knives Out." Next, the soundtrack for penning the 2022 follow-up, "Glass Onion," was "Merrily We Roll Along" -- another Stephen Sondheim standby. And which musical helped Johnson bring the latest Blanc mystery, "Wake Up Dead Man," to life? This time around, it wasn't just one.
"I have a four-hour-long show tunes playlist that I kind of put together with an absurd amount of thought and care, grouped by theme and tone," Johnson says over coffee on this mid-October afternoon, hours before "Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery" opens the Philadelphia Film Festival. "When I was writing this, I was listening to that nonstop."
Later, Johnson texts me the playlist. Two "Cabaret" classics -- "Willkommen" and the title tune -- bookend the compilation. There are Sondheim staples ("The Ladies Who Lunch," "Rose's Turn," "The Ballad of Sweeney Todd") and deeper cuts ("Gun Song," "Chrysanthemum Tea," "Chromolume #7"). The Golden Age and Andrew Lloyd Webber are well represented. For more contemporary fare, there are selections from "Hamilton," "The Book of Mormon" and "A Strange Loop."

Daniel Craig, right, returns as Benoit Blanc alongside Josh O'Connor in "Wake Up Dead Man." (John Wilson/Netflix)


"It's got a real flow to it," Johnson beams. "I mean, it's all over the map. But it's some good s---."
Johnson probably wouldn't put it this way, but "all over the map" and "some good s---" aptly describe his oeuvre. His microbudget breakout "Brick" drenched a California high school in neo-noir dread. "The Brothers Bloom" was a madcap caper about the power of storytelling. Johnson's three "Breaking Bad" episodes grounded his cinematic panache in a crystal meth underworld. The time-traveling "Looper" established his science-fiction bona fides before Johnson leveled up with "Star Wars: The Last Jedi," his critically acclaimed, fandom-dividing blockbuster.
How does Johnson keep pulling off these genre subversions? There's his encyclopedic reverence for what came before, and an understanding of how to dance around common genre pitfalls and thrust the forms forward. ("Knives Out" may have been familiar to Agatha Christie heads, but it sustained suspense through its clever nonlinear narrative.) "How did he pull that off?" ingenuity pervades his visuals. (Exhibit A: That virtuosic tracking shot through an intergalactic casino in "The Last Jedi.") Anchoring it all is a pledge to get his characters -- whether it's Luke Skywalker or Brendan Frye or Benoit Blanc -- from Point A to Point B via the most enthralling route imaginable.
The twist: No one has an imagination quite like Johnson's.
"He has to be really confident to make stuff that's as unique as he does," says Joseph Gordon-Levitt, the star of "Brick" and "Looper." "He has this balance between provoking and challenging his audience to bend or open their minds but also meeting them where they're at, and just making sure that he tells them a story they want to hear."
Now that Johnson is playing in a murder-mystery sandbox of his own design, he has no interest in using the same mold twice. If "Knives Out" amounted to a parlor-room throwback and "Glass Onion" was a billionaire-prodding vacation mystery, then "Wake Up Dead Man" is a gothic-horror parable rooted in self-reflection.
Centered on the seemingly impossible murder of Josh Brolin's Jefferson Wicks, a New York monsignor with a domineering temperament and a thinning congregation, this third installment introduces a slew of suspects for Daniel Craig's drawling detective Blanc to investigate. Josh O'Connor's principled priest. Glenn Close's devout acolyte. Jeremy Renner's despondent doctor. Kerry Washington's savvy attorney. Daryl McCormack's opportunistic influencer. Cailee Spaeny's ill cellist. Andrew Scott's paranoid novelist. Thomas Haden Church's grizzled groundskeeper.
As Johnson explains, "Every one of the characters in the movie is sort of a different fragment of my experience with faith."
Hitting theaters this week before dropping Dec. 12 on Netflix, "Wake Up Dead Man" echoes its predecessors by stacking mystery upon mystery, then turning the whole thing on its head and giving it all a spin. The result is another taut and twisty crowd-pleaser with plenty on its mind: radicalization and misinformation, greed and vengeance, forgiveness and repentance. But after the previous movies leaned on Johnson's head and heart, this one comes straight from the soul.
"He's an incredibly important director, and I don't mean that lightly," Craig says. "Wherever the industry is heading -- it all feels kind of in flux at the moment, and it feels quite insecure -- having someone like Rian around means that great movies are still going to get made."

From left, Cailee Spaeny, Mila Kunis, Johnson, O'Connor, Kerry Washington, Josh Brolin and producer Ram Bergman at the Los Angeles premiere of "Wake Up Dead Man." (Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP)


Born in Silver Spring, Maryland, Johnson moved with his family to the Denver area as a child, then relocated to San Clemente, California, when he was in middle school. Theirs was a Christian conservative household where Reaganite politics ruled. "My entire world," Johnson says, "was framed through a very personal relationship with Christ."
It wasn't until Johnson enrolled at the University of Southern California that he left the bubble of his upbringing, turned in his "believer" card and formed his own political views. In lieu of a belief system, Johnson spent his 20s searching for a "narrative framing device for the universe" around which to wrap his unmoored mind.
"That very much led me to having this bedrock of who I am," Johnson says. "This idea of storytelling being the basis of living the life."
That conclusion was probably inevitable. Johnson was around 10 when he first picked up a camera and began spending his weekends cranking out short films starring friends and family. Most of them were riffs or parodies: "Back of the Future," "Ghostbusters," James Bond. (He does fondly remember one original concept, "The Origami Master," about a ninja with a gift for artistic paper folding.) Although Johnson studied film at USC, he credits reading "Scorsese on Scorsese" and joining his movie buff father at a Robert McKee screenwriting seminar for honing his cinematic instincts.
"He so enjoys the process," says Nathan Johnson, Rian's cousin and go-to composer who helped make those amateur flicks decades ago. "I guess that's maybe the element that still feels like childhood. We kind of can't believe we get to do this for our life's work."
After Johnson followed his original screenplay Oscar nomination for "Knives Out" with an adapted screenplay nod for "Glass Onion," he kicked around several concepts -- including a murder set in the world of theater -- for the third film.
Johnson always knew he wanted his next mystery to be more grounded after "Glass Onion" torched the Mona Lisa, used Jared Leto-branded hard kombucha as a key plot point and painted in broad strokes to capture the egos of the modern plutocrat class. Deciding to unpack his religious upbringing, Johnson deduced that the "impossible crime" trope would resonate in the world of faith, miracles, sins and absolution. Sketching his thoughts in pocket notebooks, Johnson worked toward the moment where he could draw a line across a page, dot it with plot points and forge a thematic connection between the inciting mystery and ultimate resolution.

Glenn Close and Washington join the Knives Out universe in "Wake Up Dead Man." (Netflix) 


As "Wake Up Dead Man" took shape, a pair of ideological battles gave the movie its punch. The first pits O'Connor's idealistic Father Jud Duplenticy against Brolin's embattled Wicks, an all-too-recognizable provocateur who manipulates his flock by preaching fury over empathy. "The truth is if you can convince of people that they're under siege," Johnson says, "you can get them to do some pretty rancid s--- in the name of the cause."
Those opposites reflect Johnson's experience in the church. Jud and Blanc, on the other hand, form two halves of his very being. Decidedly nonspiritual, Blanc fixates on justice. Jud, a believer in the church's ability to deliver people from evil, is more interested in salvation. Working to unmask Wicks's killer, the duo push and pull each other toward epiphanies about hard facts and emotional truths.
"When times are problematic and there's times of division and times of confusion, what we do as artists is incredibly important because I think you can, like Rian, tell a story that has many levels," Close says. "Even though I don't think this is a message movie, it becomes something more than just a romp."
That said, "Wake Up Dead Man" still hums with humor. Case in point: A motormouthed monologue by McCormack's Cy Draven, in which the aspiring politician riotously rattles off the pressure points he's pressed in hopes of earning right-wing clout. Black Lives Matter. Vaccines. Transgender rights. AK-47s. Induction stoves. Just when you think he's done, Cy spews a half-dozen more.
"Every single one of those things on that list, I've had arguments with family members about -- and the list is now twice as long as that," Johnson says. "I've seen people I care about genuinely take a hard stance against induction stoves as if it's some kind of moral evil that they have to fight. But I have my own versions of that in my way. It's just kind of what the present moment has brought us all to."
It's a diplomatic take from a writer-director not interested in alienating audiences on the other side of the aisle. Calling "Wake Up Dead Man" the "hardest script I've ever written," Johnson navigates such "third rail" material with compassion, humor and introspection -- and hopes that's a ride audiences across the political spectrum will join him on.
"All of us today can smell when a movie is tiptoeing around and intentionally just trying to not offend everybody," Johnson says. "I think there's nothing more boring than that. I wanted to just dive in and start tearing at it and laughing at the whole thing and really getting to the heart of it."
It helps that Johnson doesn't struggle to find the humor in life. Taking a seat at his downtown Philadelphia hotel -- a graying beard one of the few giveaways that this onetime wunderkind is, in fact, on the other side of 50 -- he never goes long without giggling, cackling or generally proving delighted.
When the topic shifts to "Wake Up Dead Man's" mantra, Johnson chuckles at his admitted lack of subtlety and hesitates to explain a film that sufficiently speaks for itself. Exceedingly self-aware, he repeatedly worries about coming across as "insufferable." Johnson also tends to hedge his thoughts -- "I suppose," "sort of," "kind of" -- in a surprising quirk for someone who doesn't back down from divisive decisions.
Fair or not, Johnson has garnered a reputation for confounding expectations. Whether it's Luke tossing away his lightsaber in "The Last Jedi" or "Wake Up Dead Man" sidelining Blanc for most of the first act, his movies revel in the unexpected. But listen to Johnson in any interview, Q&A or commentary track and it's readily apparent that such decisions are dictated by the narrative logic of an artist who'd rather not undermine his audience with cheap shocks.
"It's the opposite of what I'm trying to do, and beyond that, I feel like if you approached a story with the intent of subverting expectations, that would be a terrible, terrible, thing," Johnson says. "It's just all about what the most powerful dramatic choices are that make sense with where the characters are starting, and that get them where they need to go."
"Rian is really unique human being," adds Ram Bergman, Johnson's longtime producer. "It's never, 'Okay, how can we surprise people?' The way he does things and how he creates things is just inherently different."
Inimitable storytelling has always been Johnson's M.O. When Gordon-Levitt read "Brick" two decades ago, he struggled to articulate what was so intoxicating about its rat-a-tat patter. Still, he found himself compelled to flip back to Page 1 when he finished and immediately reread it all the same.
"He really made a world with words," Gordon-Levitt recalls. "He continues to do so, even though now he has done that along with bigger budgets and resources and incredible scope."
Although Gordon-Levitt hasn't toplined one of his friend's films in more than a decade, he has made vocal cameos in all three Blanc movies and guest-starred in a 2023 episode of "Poker Face," the Johnson-created murder mystery procedural. He's far from alone: Cinematographer Steve Yedlin, editor Bob Ducsay, actor Noah Segan and many others have become omnipresent stalwarts of Johnson's work.
Even when a project proves as polarizing as 2017's "The Last Jedi" did in certain fervent circles, Johnson can't help but think of it, first and foremost, as a treasured familial experience. "Every single day was an adventure on that one," he says. "I feel so proud of this thing we created in this fearless little creative bubble."
Johnson's next film, a paranoia thriller he's deep into writing, will be his first outside the Blanc saga since "The Last Jedi." He's also reportedly maneuvering to find a new home for "Poker Face" after Peacock canceled the howcatchem series, with Peter Dinklage set to step in for star Natasha Lyonne in a characteristically unexpected swerve. Should audiences respond to "Wake Up Dead Man," Johnson and Craig won't close the case on Blanc, either.
"If we have the chance and people want them, we'll make them, because I'd do any job with him," Craig says. "I mean, I think he's genius."
The idea of surrounding Craig with yet another all-star ensemble entices Johnson, who remains committed to not revisiting any characters beyond Blanc. ("Jamie Lee Curtis would literally murder me if I'd write anyone else back," he says of the "Knives Out" actress.) But more crucially, Johnson feels creatively revived after "Wake Up Dead Man" solved the mystery of how, exactly, Blanc can live on.
"What's truly challenging for me is going to be trying to get more and more explicitly personal," Johnson says. "The fact that it seems to have worked out with this movie, for me, it's like, 'Okay, maybe I can actually keep coming back and making these murder mysteries the rest of my life.' Because if it can do this, imagine what else it can do."
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Style
The music industry is getting used to AI. One viral track went too far.
"I Run," by the group Haven, blew up on TikTok before platforms banned it. The case underscores what the business will tolerate from the rapidly growing technology.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Natalie Vineberg/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Ethan Beck | 2025-11-27

(Illustration by Natalie Vineberg/The Washington Post; iStock)


For years now, eager musical artists have posted short snippets of songs on TikTok in the hopes of infecting listeners with a viral hit. Just ask Paul Russell, who began teasing his "Best of My Love" rewrite on the platform before his final version, "Lil Boo Thing," became a double-platinum smash. Or Beabadoobee, who parlayed her covid-era TikTok crowd pleaser "Death Bed (Coffee for Your Head)" into a career as an alt-pop sensation.
British dance act Haven understands how those clips can make new musicians. After it shared teasers of the song "I Run" in October, the track quickly became inescapable on many users' For You feeds.
There was one problem: Record labels and TikTok users began questioning whether "I Run" used an AI deepfake, modeled off British R&B singer Jorja Smith, for the vocals. Smith confirmed on TikTok that she wasn't singing on "I Run," as Haven briefly leaned into the comparison, adding a hashtag on Smith's name in a now-deleted post.
But the resemblance didn't last. "I Run" was removed from major streaming services Nov. 14. A spokesman for Spotify told The Washington Post that it was taken down for "violating Spotify's impersonation policy." The removal follows Spotify's September announcement of protections against deceptive content, artist impersonation and spam.
"At its best, AI is unlocking incredible new ways for artists to create music and for listeners to discover it," Spotify wrote in a blog post. "At its worst, AI can be used by bad actors and content farms to confuse or deceive listeners, push 'slop' into the ecosystem, and interfere with authentic artists working to build their careers. That kind of harmful AI content degrades the user experience for listeners and often attempts to divert royalties to bad actors."
"I Run" has taken off as record labels remain unsure of the extent to which they should welcome generative AI programs such as Suno or Udio into the industry. After the two AI music companies began growing in popularity, the three major labels -- Sony Music, Warner Music Group and Universal Music Group -- filed lawsuits against Suno and Udio, claiming that the AI companies have used the labels' sound recordings to train their model. Since then, UMG and Warner have reached agreements to work with Udio, ending their litigation.
This week, Warner announced a licensing deal with Suno, allowing users to create AI-generated songs with the voices and likenesses of Warner artists who opt in to the service. It comes shortly after all three major labels licensed their catalogue to Klay, a music streaming start-up that allows users to adjust songs using artificial intelligence. Major licensing organizations such as ASCAP and BMI shared that they would register songs that were partially AI-generated -- but not fully generated ones.
Haven appears to present an uncomfortable edge case. While some AI-generated songs that sound broadly like other artists have been allowed to remain on streaming platforms, the voice in "I Run" appears to have been deemed too duplicative for comfort.
Indeed, the problems for Haven and its song didn't end with the takedowns: Last Thursday, Billboard reported that Smith's distribution service, the Orchard, along with two record industry associations issued takedown notices of "I Run," saying that the song misrepresents another artists -- presumably Smith -- and is subject to copyright infringement.
Producer Harrison Walker, who with help from Jacob Donaghue leads Haven, confirmed that he used the AI program Suno to make his voice sound like a woman's on "I Run," adding in a statement to The Post that they "thank fans for their patience and support," as Walker and Donaghue attempt to get the song back on streaming platforms.
"It shouldn't be any secret that I used AI-assisted vocal processing to transform solely my voice for 'I Run,'" Walker said in a statement to Billboard. "As a songwriter and producer I enjoy using new tools, techniques and staying on the cutting edge of what's happening. To set the record straight, the artists behind HAVEN. are real and human, and all we want to do is make great music for other humans."

Harrison Smith, the producer behind Haven. (Broke Records)


In response to the takedowns, Broke Records asserted that Haven owns the copyright of "I Run" and has tried to get it re-uploaded to streaming platforms.
"Some of the stuff that's happening is unprecedented," Brandon De Oliveira, co-founder of Broke Records, said in an interview with The Post. "We're still a little bit in the dark and trying to do the right thing by Haven and everybody involved."
Built on tropical house synths and a drum-and-bass break, "I Run" is centered on a single verse, sung by a feminine voice, about "drowning in the chaos" of life. It wouldn't be out of place at an exercise class, with its theme of pushing forward, or at a rave with its chopped vocal parts. Walker arrived at the vocals by asking Suno for "soulful vocal samples."
But his use of an AI program has divided listeners about whether they're willing to listen to a radio-ready dance song. When Kamyla Gooden, 26, first encountered the song on TikTok, "It was just itching all the right chords," she told The Post. On TikTok, "you saw it within every four to five scrolls." Before listening to "I Run," Gooden wasn't a fan of electronic dance music at all. "Originally, I first thought it was like, 'Oh wow, maybe I do like EDM music.' Then I realized it's AI, and I'm like, well, now I don't like it at all!"
Some fully AI-generated artists continue to be a source of curiosity for music listeners. In June, the Velvet Sundown racked up millions of streams on Spotify before sharing that they used AI for their classic-rock sound. Earlier in November, an entirely AI-generated soul artist, Xania Monet, appeared on Billboard's R&B charts. Another AI-generated gospel artist, Solomon Ray, has accrued over a half-million monthly listeners on Spotify. The chart success of AI songs almost included "I Run," but it was held from the Billboard charts because of potential legal disputes.
Before it was confirmed that "I Run" was created in part with AI tools, vocalists on TikTok began to post covers of the song. Last Friday, Phoenix singer Kaitlin Aragon posted an a cappella cover of "I Run" to TikTok. Since then, the video received over 700,000 likes. Another cover by former "Love Island" contestant Samira Mighty has been seen over 2 million times.
To get around potential lawsuits, Haven is releasing a rerecording of the song with a human vocalist who might be familiar to those who discovered "I Run" while scrolling on TikTok. Aragon, who was contacted by Haven after her cover went viral, is replacing the original Suno vocals.
"I fell in love with 'I Run' the second I first heard it," Aragon said in a statement to The Post. "So to be asked to sing on the track is really a dream come true. Taking part in this moment is something I'll carry with me forever."
The version with Aragon began spreading on TikTok, dividing listeners on whether they preferred the version with AI vocals or her rendition. Finally, this past Friday, the new edit of "I Run" arrived on Spotify and Apple Music.
"Being forced by a bigger industry player to change the song -- I don't know if it's in their right to do that," De Oliveira said, adding that there's going to be more AI music. "The next six months are going to be really interesting because whether people like it or not, this is here."
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TV
'Stranger Things' goes high-concept in its grisly final season
A fun mashup of '80s tropes, "Stranger Things" has always winked at its influences -- and its flaws. 

Caleb McLaughlin carries Sadie Sink in the fifth and final season of Netflix's "Stranger Things." (Netflix)


By Lili Loofbourow | 2025-11-27
High-concept shows easily go off the rails. "Westworld" sank under the weight of its own twists. "Game of Thrones" may have been fantasy, but it concluded with a decidedly pedestrian thud. Even "Severance," despite the many pleasures of its second season, has so many plates spinning in the air that it seems unlikely to land them all safely; one misses the debut season's assured tone and steady control.
"Stranger Things," which will unveil Volume 1 of its final season this week, did not scream "high-concept" when it debuted in 2016. The show, which Duffer brothers Matt and Ross envisioned as a combo of Steven Spielberg and Stephen King, was schlocky, scary, nostalgic and joyously hyper-referential. Originality was neither a priority nor a concern; the show's first season was a tasty but highly processed lasagna of '80s tropes. You had "The Goonies" gang of kids coming of age through dangerous adventures, the high-schoolers navigating "Nightmare on Elm Street" horror (and sex), and the grown-ups dodging government agents and uncovering shady conspiracies. Then, of course, there were the monsters. There was a little "Poltergeist" in there. Some Wes Craven. More than a little "Alien," which debuted in 1979.
These aren't gotchas. "Stranger Things" has always winked at its influences -- and its flaws. Way back in the second season, when Lucas (Caleb McLaughlin) tried to tell Max (Sadie Sink) the story of his friend Will's (Noah Schnapp) disappearance, she called his story "a little derivative in parts." A newcomer to the eldritch horrors plaguing Hawkins, Indiana, where the show is set, Max was calling Lucas not just a liar but a bad one regurgitating tired cliches. The burn came at the expense of the show itself.
Rarely has a show so exuberantly validated its critics while weakening the impact of the critique.
Whether it can sustain that charming insouciance throughout its final stretch remains an open question. Having seen four of the final season's nine episodes, I can attest that there's a lot of gratifying new material, particularly for fellow fans of author Madeleine L'Engle and Schnapp, and one very weird subplot. But the flashbacks are what interest me most; they feel anxious. There's an urgency to them, a workmanlike sense of rigor that feels slightly at odds with the show's mission and tone. Put simply: It feels, suddenly, like "Stranger Things" wants to explain itself. It wants to provide answers -- and connections -- that I both long for and fear the show can't plausibly deliver. This series took pleasure in its own silliness; it didn't always want to make sense. Now it does, and some of the suspense of this season lies in whether it can pull that off.
The much-anticipated fifth season opens swiftly and unusually, with Hawkins already in crisis. Vecna (a.k.a "One," a.k.a. Henry Creel, all played by Jamie Campbell Bower), the villain and Eleven's (Millie Bobby Brown) nemesis, may have retreated, but opening the fourth gate allowed some of the Upside Down -- in particular, those floating dust particles -- into the real world. The town is therefore in quarantine while the government studies the effects of that exposure on the residents. Eleven spends her days avoiding the military and training for an eventual encounter with Vecna under the supervision of Hopper (David Harbour) and Joyce (Winona Ryder), who are finally together.

From left, Finn Wolfhard, Caleb McLaughlin, Natalia Dyer, Joe Keery, Charlie Heaton and Gaten Matarazzo in "Stranger Things." (Netflix)


Despite some flashes of normalcy -- including an amusing scene which reveals that the Byerses are sheltering with the Wheelers -- no one is really okay. Joyce remains unwilling to let Will take risks. Meanwhile, Lucas spends his days by Max's hospital bed. Dustin, still grieving Eddie Munson (Joseph Quinn), trolls the jocks who wanted to kill him and snipes at Steve (Joe Keery).
Tactically, however, the ragtag group of amateurs has matured and professionalized, with different factions working toward well-defined objectives as they trawl the Upside Down for Vecna while evading government detection. Robin (Maya Hawke), now working as a radio DJ, delivers information about planned military operations in code. Murray (Brett Gelman) smuggles in whatever they need. Nancy defines areas to search. Hopper executes. But after 37 fruitless "crawls" systematically searching the Upside Down, they're losing enthusiasm and hope. If these characters started the series playing, now they're dutifully doing homework.
When "Stranger Things" began, I found it competent enough as a nostalgia piece but too messy to invest in long-term. The Upside Down, in particular, seemed underthought; the Demogorgon's bestial predation squared oddly with the squelchy, botanical tubes and tendrils that incapacitated Will. Their connection to each other, and to the electricity, and to the evil scientists above, seemed tricky to plausibly explain. Throw in Russians and viruses and MKUltra and there was just a lot in there that wasn't going to come together (or so I thought).
Nor did it seem like the show's creators cared much about that aspect of things. The horror felt ambient. The "Stranger Things" approach to plot and lore was capacious and bubbly and irresponsible in ways that reminded me of my own pretend play as an '80s kid (after reading Lois Lowry's "Number the Stars," my best friend and I spent many a glorious afternoon on the swing set -- our ship -- fleeing the Nazi pirates). The series operated according to a childlike, openhearted principle of accretion and excess, welcoming genres in and shrugging off any worries about their eventual incoherence or incompatibility. What if you combined "Stand By Me" with "The Karate Kid," "Star Wars" and "E.T."? Why not throw in some John Carpenter and John Hughes on a scaffolding of "Lord of the Rings" while deploying Dungeons and Dragons as your framing device!
Sure! That sounds fun. No one is going to worry too much about whether the mix can be sustained over 10 freaking years.

Winona Ryder in "Stranger Things." (Netflix)


I've been surprised and impressed by how well the show has, in fact, sustained itself, despite all those moving parts. Like the Mind Flayer, which psychically and then materially subsumed people into a hive it controlled, the show has just kept absorbing stuff, assimilating genres and formulas and getting more powerful. In Billy Hargrove (Dacre Montgomery), the series remixed the eroticism of "Dirty Dancing"-era Patrick Swayze with Michael Emerson's journey in "The Lost Boys" with the demonic possession of "The Exorcist" and Jack Nicholson's arc in "The Shining." The show folded in the Satanic Panic, '80s mall culture, "The NeverEnding Story," video stores, "Gremlins," Cold War Russophobia, "Heathers," and music -- so much music. It understands and wisely deploys Spielbergian sentimentality. It sometimes improves on John Hughes dramas. It even pulled off a "The Great Escape" remixed with "Jurassic Park" and "Gladiator."
Most shows would lose themselves under all that cultural baggage, but "Stranger Things" (mostly) didn't. Its world and characters and overall identity remain miraculously stable and robust, given how much the child actors of 2016 have changed over the course of a decade. Sure, some characters ended up delivering exposition pellets while others languished in forgotten arcs, but it could all be quite a bit worse.
And the references didn't just stay references. They leaked into the show, in a very pleasing way. Ryder, the show's crown jewel, was of course an '80s icon. So was Matthew Modine, who played Dr. Martin Brenner, the sinister researcher who experimented on superpowered children including Eleven. But the show added other avatars of '80s pop culture including Sean Astin, Paul Reiser, Cary Elwes and Robert Englund.
The fifth season does not disappoint on this front: Linda Hamilton (Sarah Connor in the "Terminator" franchise) joins the cast as Dr. Kay, a high-ranking scientist for the military who makes Dr. Brenner look downright cuddly by comparison.

Millie Bobby Brown, left, and Finn Wolfhard in "Stranger Things." (Netflix)


Until now, the slippage between the villains has felt like a concession to the show's heterodox approach. You can do a "Nightmare on Elm Street" season after doing a hive mind season, but those require different monsters with different projects. Dustin's suggestion in the fourth season that Vecna might be the Mind Flayer's "five-star general" worried me. Those are very different flavors of horror! Equally worrying was the theory, floated elsewhere in the season, that Vecna controlled the Mind Flayer. Wrangling Henry's specialty -- precisely calibrated psychological torment -- into any kind of hierarchical relationship with the Mind Flayer, which indiscriminately turns humans to goo, seems hard to pull off. In moving from the Demogorgon to the demodogs to the Mind Flayer to Henry, the show has gone from mute and viscerally horrifying to almost parodically verbal and convoluted.
For a series that has thrived for so long on vibes, hybridity and generative imprecision, getting too granular feels like a trap. The show risks slipping out of lowbrow fun into something more like high-concept ambition, and I'm not sure it can deliver.
But maybe this silly, warm, gory, surprising show will produce something genuinely original: a supernatural ecosystem capacious enough for all those different forms of evil to coherently coexist. Who knows? Stranger things have happened.
Stranger Things, Season 5, episodes 1-4 stream Nov. 26, episodes 5-7 stream Dec. 25, with the finale airing Dec. 31 on Netflix.
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Washington Commanders
Terry McLaurin says he'll play Sunday 'as much as they'll allow me to'
The Commanders wide receiver is optimistic that he'll play against the Broncos after missing seven of the past eight games.

Terry McLaurin has played in just four games this season. (Reed Hoffmann/AP)


By Tashan Reed, Tom Schad | 2025-11-26
Wide receiver Terry McLaurin recalled sprinting down the field during practice Wednesday, topping out at more than 21 mph as he collected a deep ball from quarterback Jayden Daniels.
For the Washington Commanders' star duo, it was the sort of practice rep that bordered on monotonous a year ago. In 2025, it counts as a minor milestone.
"It just feels right," McLaurin said.
The Commanders are on track to welcome back several key players in the weeks ahead -- most notably Daniels and McLaurin, who were limited participants at Wednesday's workout. While Daniels is unlikely to be medically cleared for Sunday night's game against the visiting Denver Broncos, McLaurin said he is optimistic that he will play.
"I feel really good," McLaurin said. "[I will] just continue to talk with the training staff, see what their plan is for the game. But I plan to play as much as I can -- and as much as they'll allow me to."
McLaurin and Daniels haven't played together since the Commanders' Week 2 loss at Green Bay, and they have only shared sporadic practice reps since then while navigating injuries. Daniels has dealt with a left knee sprain, a right hamstring strain and, most recently, a dislocated left elbow. McLaurin suffered a right quadriceps/hip flexor strain Sept. 21 against the Las Vegas Raiders that he aggravated in his first game back Oct. 27 against the Kansas City Chiefs.
McLaurin said Wednesday he had no regrets about returning the first time. He had hit all the necessary benchmarks and felt strong, but he aggravated the injury while laying out for a catch that put him in "an awkward position."
"Any time you're out there, you're susceptible to injury or reinjury," he said. "I just thank God that I'm back and feeling even better than last time."
McLaurin traveled with the Commanders (3-8) to Madrid, where he continued his rehab while knowing he would not play. He said he spent the subsequent bye week working out at the team facility. He has not noticed any tightness in the area of the injury and feels he is able to accelerate normally.
Though it's unclear whether he will be able to play -- or how much he will play -- Sunday night, McLaurin said he not only feels strong physically but also is not thinking about an injury that has kept him out of seven of Washington's past eight games.
"I think, as NFL players, we sometimes fear injury," he said. "But at the end of the day, if you're going to be out here, injury is 100 percent guaranteed if you're blessed enough to play this game long enough. I'm just thankful to have the support that I have here. Any time I can play, I'm going to play."
McLaurin is one of several injured wide receivers who are nearing a return. Noah Brown (groin/knee), who missed the past nine games, also was a limited participant in practice Wednesday. So was Treylon Burks, the midseason signee who flashed against Detroit before fracturing a finger.
Coach Dan Quinn said he was heartened, at long last, to have so many injured players on the way back.
"It started on Monday," he said. "I felt, coming back, that was probably the first time we had a bigger group together for a practice for the entire season. So that was a big step forward."

Safety Will Harris, left, is on his way back, too. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


On the defensive side of the ball, safety Will Harris was listed as a full participant in practice and appears to be a shoo-in to play Sunday.
"It's great to get back to football. I missed it -- a lot," said Harris, who has been sidelined since Week 3 with a fractured fibula. "It felt like forever to me."
After losing Jeremy Chinn in free agency, the Commanders signed Harris in the hope that he could provide the same level of play at strong safety. His absence over the past two months was noticeable.
While special teams ace Jeremy Reaves has had some positive moments filling in, the Commanders have missed Harris's vision and communication skills. The hope is that he will stabilize a secondary that also lost cornerbacks Marshon Lattimore and Trey Amos to injury.
"He's got good football awareness because of his background -- he's played corner, he's played nickel, he played safety," Quinn said. "Some guys can see this way, and Will can expand the vision to see other things -- to give the alerts to other players."

Von Miller will face his original team Sunday. (Juanjo Martin/EPA/Shutterstock)


Von Miller said Sunday night's game will bring an odd feeling. It will be just the third time he has played against Denver (9-2), which drafted him in 2011 and was his home for the first decade of his NFL career.
"It's just a weird time," Miller said. "You put so much into it and you form these bonds -- you never think you're going to leave, and this is the place that you fall in love with. And then you're not there anymore. So it's definitely tough. It's definitely weird."
Miller said he remains close friends with several Broncos, including offensive lineman Garett Bolles and wide receiver Courtland Sutton. Miller revealed on his podcast that he reached out to the Broncos earlier this year in hopes of a reunion before ultimately signing with Washington.
Miller's playing time with the Commanders has been limited, but he has five sacks, pushing his career total to 134.5. In the NFL's official sack stats, which have been kept since 1982, he ranks 13th all-time; he hopes to record three more to move into the top 10. A sack Sunday would be his first against the Broncos.
"It's tough," Miller said. "But when the whistle blows, it's just football."

Deebo Samuel Sr. leads the Commanders in all of the major receiving categories. (Bernat Armangue/AP)


McLaurin's and Brown's prolonged absences forced Deebo Samuel Sr. to spend more time at outside wide receiver, rather than at the Commanders' preferred place for him in the slot. Samuel has lined up in the slot on 58.4 percent of his snaps, according to TruMedia.
With McLaurin and Brown potentially returning to action this week, that number should go up. It also wouldn't be a surprise to see Samuel used more frequently in the backfield.
"When you have three [wide receivers] in connection doing it all, that's a difference as opposed to, 'Watch for this one player doing this one thing,'" Quinn said. "Having the ability for Deebo now to play all the multiple spots, that's going to be an advantage. Terry will be able to play both right and left [outside receiver] as well. That's what we intend to do."
Samuel has been productive: He leads Washington with 53 catches for 470 yards and five touchdowns.
Even with star cornerback Patrick Surtain II missing the past three games with a pectoral strain, the Broncos' defense remains one of the NFL's best. Denver is allowing 17.5 points per game, which ranks third, and 4.4 yards per play, which ranks first. The Broncos' defensive line is particularly strong, accounting for most of their league-high 49 sacks.
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