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      Breaking News

      
        Chinese executive named suspect in Indonesian radiation case
        JAKARTA --- Indonesian police have named a Chinese director of a metal smelting company as a suspect in a caesium-137 contamination case that ultimately led to radioactive shrimp and sneakers being exported as far as the United States.

      

      
        Macron seeks Xi's support on Ukraine, calls for China investment
        BEIJING --- French President Emmanuel Macron sought Chinese leader Xi Jinping's help in ending the war in Ukraine and urged Beijing to boost investment in France, as both sides look to rebalance their economic ties.

      

      
        Japan, Vietnam agree to advance security cooperation amid China's rise
        KYODO --- Japan and Vietnam agreed in high-level talks Thursday to give shape to security cooperation under their strategic partnership, the Japanese Foreign Ministry said, amid China's growing assertiveness in the South and East China seas.

      

      
        Supply concerns push Thai rice prices to 4-month peak
        Thailand's rice prices climbed to a multi-month high this week on supply concerns over flooding in the south, while both Indian and Vietnamese rates slipped to near one-month lows.

      

      
        Samsung tops Thai smartphone market in Q3 with 24% share
        Samsung claimed No. 1 position in Thailand's smartphone shipments for the third quarter of 2025, securing a dominant 24% market share.

      

      
        Israel awaits return of last hostage remains
        JERUSALEM - Israel awaited the return of the last hostage remains held by Palestinian militants in Gaza, as the military said on Thursday that those of a Thai national had been identified after they were handed over.

      

      
        Putin heads to India for defence, trade talks
        NEW DELHI - Russian President Vladimir Putin was due in India on Thursday evening to begin a two-day visit aimed at deepening defence ties, as New Delhi faces heavy US pressure to stop buying oil from Moscow.

      

      
        PM tells northern governors to make air pollution fight a priority
        Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has ordered the governors of all provinces in northern Thailand to tackle seasonal air pollution, while signalling flexibility on work-from-home arrangements for government employees.

      

      
        Thai voice behind Detective Conan and Doraemon stilled
        Arunee Nanthiwat, whose voice was featured in the Thai versions of several Japanese animation series, notably Detective Conan, has died at the age of 69.

      

      
        Thailand thanks international partners for flood aid
        The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has expressed gratitude to nations and international organisations that are helping Thailand respond to the severe flooding across its southern provinces, noting that more partners have signalled their readiness to assist the kingdom.
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                                JAKARTA -- Indonesian police have named a Chinese director of a metal smelting company as a suspect in a caesium-137 contamination case that ultimately led to radioactive shrimp and sneakers being exported as far as the United States.
Lin Jingzhang, a director of Indonesia-based PT Peter Metal Technology, was designated a suspect in the spread of the man-made isotope at an industrial estate in western Java, a government task force said Thursday in Jakarta.

Lin has not been charged and is not in custody, but has been barred from leaving the country, task force spokesman Bara Krishna Hasibuan told reporters. He said Lin returned from China last month to assist the probe and has been cooperating with investigators.

Investigators believe the contamination originated at Peter Metal over the summer, citing high radiation levels detected at the company's factory and furnace. The task force suspects an industrial or medical gauge containing caesium was improperly discarded and mixed in with scrap metal that was smelted by Peter Metal, Hasibuan said.

Sardo Sibarani, an official with the National Police's Criminal Investigation Agency, said investigators found that various illegally discarded items had been sold to scrap collectors, introducing contaminants into Indonesia's metal supply chain. "Collectors were unaware that the materials contained radioactive substances, and resold them to metal processors," he said. "This ultimately led to airborne contamination during smelting."

The industrial estate and its surrounding area host hundreds of companies, including seafood and footwear exporters whose products were later found to be contaminated.

The main challenge now is that Peter Metal "has already ceased operations," Sibarani added. "Its management and most workers have returned to China, leaving only Indonesian labourers who were hired for manual work." Peter Metal's president director, He Jintao, has so far been unable to appear for questioning due to health issues, he said.

Peter Metal, which processed stainless-steel scrap into products for export to China, began operating in September 2024 and halted production in July 2025, according to the task force. Officials said the company had no waste management system in place and appeared to have dumped some waste at scrap yards at the industrial park.

Contaminated products exported from the industrial park were first detected in the US in early July and shortly after in the Netherlands, according to people with knowledge of the investigation, Bloomberg News previously reported.

Police said Thursday that they found the timing of Peter Metal's shutdown, shortly before the contamination came to light, "suspicious," and that they were investigating it further.
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                                BEIJING -- French President Emmanuel Macron sought Chinese leader Xi Jinping's help in ending the war in Ukraine and urged Beijing to boost investment in France, as both sides look to rebalance their economic ties.
Macron renewed his call for Xi to back Europe's stance on Ukraine and warned against the "disaggregation" of the world order. He also cautioned about disruptions to global supply chains -- a likely reference to China's export controls on critical minerals such as rare earths -- and called for a fairer business environment.

Xi described their talks as frank, fruitful and friendly. Concerning Ukraine, he said China hopes a fair, binding agreement acceptable to all parties can be reached. He added that China will continue to play a constructive role in the crisis and "firmly opposes any irresponsible or discriminatory accusations," without elaborating.

Xi also announced that China will provide US$100 million in aid for Palestine's reconstruction.

The meeting is part of Macron's three-day state visit, which will end in the southwestern Sichuan province. While the two leaders have showcased their strong personal relationship with trips to each other's countries in recent years, many divisive political issues remain unresolved.

One of Macron's priorities, which he plans to spotlight when France hosts the Group of Seven (G-7) summit next year, is addressing what he calls "global trade imbalances." The country's goods trade deficit with China reached around EU47 billion ($55 billion) in 2024, according to the French treasury. Major French exports to China include aeronautics and luxury goods.

Tensions between the countries escalated last year when Paris backed the European Union's (EU) decision to impose tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles (EVs). That prompted Beijing to retaliate by setting minimum price requirements on French cognac makers, leading French pork and dairy producers to worry that they will be hit with similar measures. Macron said "progress" has been made on agrifood exports but did not provide details.

Rare earths are another big issue. China set restrictions on exports earlier this year, prompting Macron to call on Brussels to respond with its toughest trade measures. Beijing has since agreed to suspend certain curbs under a trade truce with the United States. Still, the EU is seeking to reduce its reliance on China by opening more mines, imposing its own export controls and increasing recycling efforts.

Cooperation agreements

Xi and Macron oversaw the signing of 12 cooperation agreements on Thursday, covering areas such as natural resources, investment, social welfare, aging as well as cooperation on pandas and infant milk products.
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Macron called for greater direct Chinese investment in France and Europe. He also urged closer collaboration between France and China on Ukraine, calling on all parties to adopt a moratorium on strikes against Ukraine's critical infrastructure.

China has been looking for support from France -- one of the five permanent members of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) -- in its dispute with Japan over Taiwan's status. Tensions escalated after Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi suggested last month that a conflict over Taiwan could pose an existential threat to Japan.

On the eve of the Macron-Xi meeting, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi told his French counterpart Jean-Noel Barrot that as World War II victors, China and France must not allow Japan to "stir up troubles" over Taiwan or repeat historical mistakes.

Macron did not mention Taiwan publicly on Thursday.
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                                KYODO -- Japan and Vietnam agreed in high-level talks Thursday to give shape to security cooperation under their strategic partnership, the Japanese Foreign Ministry said, amid China's growing assertiveness in the South and East China seas.
The agreement emerged from the first meeting between the two countries' vice foreign and defence ministers, held under a framework established in April during then Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba's visit to Vietnam.

The two sides discussed Japan's official security assistance scheme for providing defence equipment to like-minded countries and affirmed the importance of realising a free and open Indo-Pacific in line with an Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) initiative aimed at maintaining regional peace, freedom and prosperity.

Hiroyuki Namazu, Japan's senior deputy foreign minister, and his counterpart Nguyen Minh Vu as well as Koji Kano, Japan's vice defence minister for international affairs, and his counterpart Hoang Xuan Chien also discussed personnel exchanges, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief activities.

Japan has been ramping up security ties with Vietnam and other Asean members in recent years as China intensifies its military activities in the resource-rich South China Sea, home to one of the world's busiest maritime sea lanes.

Vietnam has territorial disputes with China over the Spratly and Paracel island groups in the South China Sea, while Japan and China remain at odds over the sovereignty of the Japanese-administered Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea, which China claims.
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                                Thailand's rice prices climbed to a multi-month high this week on supply concerns over flooding in the south, while both Indian and Vietnamese rates slipped to near one-month lows.
Thailand's 5% broken rice was quoted at US$375 per metric tonne, up from $370 last week, a Bangkok-based trader said, citing flooding. Prices were at their highest since July 24. "(The) price increase applies only to Thai rice in the South, because of flooding," the trader said.

Demand is very quiet, and on the supply side, some farmers have stopped planting because returns were low, the trader added.

India

India's 5% broken parboiled variety was quoted this week at $347 to $354 per tonne, down from $348 to $356 last week to a nearly one-month low. The 5% broken white variety was priced at $340 to $345 per tonne.

Demand for Indian rice saw a modest improvement this week as lower prices followed the rupee's slide to a record low.

The rupee's decline is helping exporters lower prices and become more competitive in attracting demand, said B.V. Krishna Rao, president of the Rice Exporters' Association.

The currency fell to a record low against the dollar on Thursday, boosting exporters' returns from overseas sales.

Vietnam

Vietnam's 5% broken rice was offered at $365 to $370 per metric tonne on Thursday, up from $359 to $363 a week ago, according to traders, marking its highest level since early November.

"We are hearing the Philippines will resume rice imports from January," a Ho Chi Minh City trader said. "We are told the Philippines will import 300,000 to 400,000 tonnes in the month."

The Vietnam Food Association's chairman said rice exports are expected to fall 11.5% this year to around 8 million tonnes, due to sharply lower shipments to the Philippines.

Vietnam's rice exports to the Philippines dropped 18.5% in the first 10 months to 2.96 million tonnes, customs data showed.

Bangladesh

Meanwhile, domestic rice prices in Bangladesh remain high despite strong stocks and good harvests, with fine rice at 80 to 85 taka per kilogramme. The country imported 1.437 million tonnes in 2024 to 2025 and another 500,000 tonnes between July and November, but prices have yet to ease.
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                                Samsung claimed No. 1 position in Thailand's smartphone shipments for the third quarter of 2025, securing a dominant 24% market share.
According to figures and analysis from a global technology research and consulting firm Omdia, this is most likely due to Samsung pushing premium products, like the Galaxy Z Fold 7, while introducing affordable models such as the Galaxy A07 and Galaxy A17, which have resonated with price-conscious consumers.

Chinese competitors are also strong, with OPPO holding a 17% market share, followed by Xiaomi, Apple and vivo. This competition highlights the intense rivalry in the mid-range segment, where value and features drive consumer choices.

Apple's rise to fourth place in the fourth quarter is notable, indicating that Thai consumers are increasingly willing to invest in premium devices, signalling a shift from a solely price-focused market.

Looking ahead, Omdia analysts caution that rising production costs could pressure manufacturers. Budget models might have to either reduce specifications or increase prices to maintain margins.

Thailand's smartphone market is highly competitive, with shipments in the third quarter of 2025 showing a slight contraction regionally but remaining robust locally. The market is valued at around US$3.15 billion in 2025, though forecasts suggest a modest decline in growth over the next few years, according to leading online statistics and market research firm Statista.
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                                JERUSALEM - Israel awaited the return of the last hostage remains held by Palestinian militants in Gaza, as the military said on Thursday that those of a Thai national had been identified after they were handed over.
Under the first phase of the US-brokered ceasefire between Israel and Hamas in Gaza, militants were due to return all 48 hostages they held captive, 20 of whom were still alive.

All but the remains of Israeli Ran Gvili have since been handed over, though Israel has accused the Palestinian militants of dragging their feet on returning bodies.

Hamas has said the process of retrieving the remains has been slow because they have been buried under the vast piles of rubble left by two years of devastating war.

The Israeli military said on Thursday that the remains of Sudthisak Rinthalak had been identified after they were handed over by Hamas and their allies Islamic Jihad a day earlier.

The Nong Khai native was killed on Oct 7, 2023 and his body taken to the Gaza Strip and held, the army said.

He was 43 years old at the time of his death and worked in agriculture. Israel officially confirmed his death in May 2024.

The Hostages and Missing Families Forum, the main group representing those taken captive to Gaza, said the return of Sudthisak offered some long-awaited solace for his family.

"Amid their grief and the knowledge that their hearts will never fully heal, Sudthisak's return offers some comfort to a family that has endured unbearable uncertainty for over two years," the group said in a statement.

"We will not rest until every hostage comes home."

In a statement on X, the office of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the Israeli government "shares in the deep sorrow of the Rinthalak family, the Thai people and all of fallen hostages' families".

The last hostage body held in Gaza is Ran Gvili, an officer in Israel's Yasam elite police unit who was 24 at the time of Hamas's Oct 7, 2023 attack that triggered the war.

He fell in battle on that day and his body taken to Gaza.

Militants took 251 people hostage during Hamas's October 2023 attack, which resulted in the deaths of 1,221 people.

Israel's retaliatory assault on Gaza has killed at least 70,117 people, according to figures from the health ministry in the Hamas-run territory that the UN considers reliable.

'Blatant violation'

Under the first phase of the ceasefire deal which came into effect on Oct 10, Palestinian militants have handed over the last 20 living hostages, and so far, the remains of 27 out of the 28 deceased.

In exchange, Israel has released nearly 2,000 Palestinian prisoners in its custody and returned the bodies of hundreds of dead Palestinians.

The return of Sudthisak's body came while the US-brokered ceasefire between Israel and Hamas remained fragile, with both sides accusing each other of violating the terms.

Gaza's civil defence agency told AFP on Wednesday that an Israeli strike in the south of the Palestinian territory killed five people including two children.

The Israeli military said it had struck a Hamas militant in southern Gaza in response to a clash with Palestinian fighters in the area that wounded five soldiers.

"Five citizens, including two children, killed and others injured, some seriously, as a result of an Israeli missile strike" in Al-Mawasi, west of Khan Yunis, civil defence spokesman Mahmud Bassal told AFP.

The Kuwaiti Field Hospital in Khan Yunis also reported that five people, including two children aged eight and 10, were killed and another 32 were wounded.

The Israeli military accused Hamas of a "blatant violation of the ceasefire agreement", saying militants attacked troops deployed in the Rafah area of southern Gaza on Wednesday.

The city lies within the area, bounded by the so-called Yellow Line, to which Israeli troops have withdrawn.

In a statement, Hamas said Israel's retaliatory bombing in Khan Yunis "constitutes a clear war crime, a disregard for the ceasefire agreement, and an exposed attempt to evade its obligations."

The health ministry in Hamas-run Gaza says since the ceasefire came into effect, at least 360 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli fire. Israel's military has reported three soldiers killed during the same period.
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                                NEW DELHI - Russian President Vladimir Putin was due in India on Thursday evening to begin a two-day visit aimed at deepening defence ties, as New Delhi faces heavy US pressure to stop buying oil from Moscow.
Putin, on his first visit to India since the Ukraine war, is accompanied by his Defence Minister Andrei Belousov, with possible deals on fighter jets and air defence systems expected to be discussed.

In an interview with India Today ahead of his trip, Putin said he was "very happy" to be meeting "my friend" Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

"The range of our cooperation with India is huge," he said in remarks translated by the broadcaster, citing ship and aircraft manufacturing, nuclear energy and space exploration.

Modi is due to host Putin for a private dinner on Thursday evening, followed by a summit meeting on Friday.

Beyond defence, trade relations are expected to feature prominently as India walks a diplomatic tightrope -- relying on strategic Russian oil imports while trying not to provoke US President Donald Trump during ongoing tariff negotiations.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said talks to expand the supply of Russia's advanced S-400 air defence systems had an "important place on the agenda".

Indian media reports suggested Moscow may also offer co-production of Russia's Su-57 fighter jets.

India is one of the world's top arms importers, and Russia has long been a principal supplier.

But New Delhi has also sought alternative suppliers, as well as boosting domestic production -- with the Russian share of India's arms imports falling from 76% in 2009-13 to 36% in 2019-23, according to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute.

Energy imports

Putin's visit comes after Trump imposed 50% tariffs on most Indian products in August, citing Delhi's continued purchases of Russian oil -- revenue Washington argues helps fund the war in Ukraine.

India, the world's most populous nation, has become a major buyer of Russian oil, saving itself billions of dollars and providing Moscow with a much-needed export market after it was cut off from traditional buyers in Europe because of the war.

But Delhi has recently cut down on crude imports under pressure from sanctions on Russia's top oil producers Rosneft and Lukoil.

The Indian government fears any fresh energy or defence deals with Russia could irk Trump, with possible ramifications on trade negotiations with Washington.

Peskov said Russia was not concerned about US tariffs.

"What concerns us is how we are going to maintain and increase the volume of our bilateral business with India, without allowing anyone to interfere," he said Tuesday at a briefing for Indian media organised by Sputnik India.

Nandan Unnikrishnan, of the New Delhi-based think-tank Observer Research Foundation, told AFP: "There may be some reduction in energy purchases -- under US pressure -- but the overall direction of the ties will be maintained because both countries need each other at the strategic level."

'Critical moment'

A senior Indian foreign ministry official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said there was a need to address the trade imbalance "one way or the other".

Bilateral trade reached $68.7 billion in 2024-25 -- almost six times higher than the pre-pandemic levels -- but Indian exports accounted for only $4.88 billion.

Delhi has been pressing Moscow for expanded market access for its key industries including pharmaceuticals, automobiles and the service sector.

Harsh V Pant, a professor of international relations at King's College London, said the visit was an attempt by "to reset their relationship at a critical geopolitical moment for both".

"For India, the optics are a statement of intent for strategic autonomy, and Putin, who rarely travels, is sending a message about the importance of the relationship by travelling here," Pant told AFP.

The Indian foreign ministry official described the ties between Moscow and Delhi as the "most stable relationship in modern times".

The official acknowledged the global geopolitical significance, but insisted that the meeting should seen in the context as "just another annual summit".
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                                Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has ordered the governors of all provinces in northern Thailand to tackle seasonal air pollution, while signalling flexibility on work-from-home arrangements for government employees.
The premier said he had instructed governors to step up measures against the renewed spike in PM2.5 fine-dust pollution, stressing stringent enforcement against open burning, similar to last year.

He recalled chairing a meeting on Nov 3 with governors from the North to discuss the situation. "We must be ready for this period and strictly prevent burning, as we did last year when PM2.5 levels dropped significantly due to legal action against those who violated the ban, including people burning agricultural residues," he told them.

He said Environment Minister Suchart Chomklin would reinforce the effort this year.

When asked whether work-from-home policies would be reinstated, Mr Anutin said this remains a possibility.

"Most of that is in the private sector. For the government sector, if it's necessary and beneficial, we won't prohibit it," he said.

Coordination with neighbouring countries to curb transboundary haze is an issue that continues to be raised in Asean forums. "We focus on what we can control domestically, and it has already decreased significantly," the premier said.

"In 2025, northern governors have worked hard and the number of hotspots has declined noticeably."

Dr Suphakorn Tultrairat, an occupational medicine specialist at Nopparat Rajathanee Hospital in Bangkok, said that about 10 million people have reported being affected by PM2.5 so far this year, based on data from state hospitals.

The figure represents a decrease from the 12 million recorded in 2024, he said.

Respiratory illnesses remain the most common ailment, particularly chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), asthma and bronchitis, followed by skin rashes and eye irritation.

He warned that PM2.5 can be fatal for those with pre-existing chronic respiratory diseases, although the overall level of severity can vary.

The Pollution Control Department reported that PM2.5 levels are expected to exceed national standards in many areas from Dec 6 to 9, particularly in Bangkok and surrounding provinces.

As of 7am on Thursday, concentrations in Bangkok ranged from 27.3 to 62.1 microgrammes per cubic metre of air, with several areas hitting the "orange" (37.6 to 75 mg/m3) level deemed unhealthy for sensitive groups.  

Alerts are being issued through LINE Alert on the popular messaging app for orange levels, and Cell Broadcast for red levels (75 mg/m3 and above), along with updates on social media platforms.

Authorities have called for reduced outdoor activity, mask use, and avoidance of open burning, especially during the sugarcane harvest season, while factories must limit their burnt cane intake to no more than 15% of total processing.

Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt said he has instructed district offices to strictly control construction sites, industrial plants, and smoky vehicles, and to publicise enforcement such as temporary shutdowns and vehicle bans.
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									Thai voice behind Detective Conan and Doraemon stilled

									Fans of Japanese animation pay tribute to 'Aunty Tuk', who has died at 69
								

									Arunee Nanthiwat, whose voice was featured in the Thai versions of several Japanese animation series, notably Detective Conan, has died at the age of 69.
									The Channel 9 Cartoon Facebook account announced her passing on Thursday, without elaborating on the cause of her death.

Arunee, widely known as Aunty Tuk, is best remembered by Japanese manga fans as the Thai voice of Detective Conan, and Suneo, a rich friend of Nobita in the Doraemon series. Her voice was also dubbed in more than 100 other Japanese cartoon series and movies.

She began her career as the voice for the Japanese characters in 1982, mostly for Channel 9 (now Modern Nine TV of Mcot Plc). Her dedication and achievement were recognised with the TV Gold Award in 2017.

Fans of Japanese cartoons bade farewell to her on the Chanel 9 account and other platforms, including Conan Thai.

"She's a familiar voice to me from when I was a kid," Pond Nathadon wrote on the Channel 9 page.

"Thank you for your voices on several cartoon characters which made my childhood life and that of other kids fulfilled," Siva Namasonthi said.

[image: Detective Conan and Co were in Bangkok in October last year for the Exhibition Detective Conan 30th Anniversary at River City Bangkok RCB Galleria. (Photo: Nutthawat Wichieanbut)]
Detective Conan and Co were in Bangkok in October last year for the Detective Conan 30th Anniversary exhibition at River City Bangkok RCB Galleria. (Photo: Nutthawat Wichieanbut)



Arunee was born on June 21, 1956, in Bangkok. Her admirers sent her best wishes on the Fans of Thai-dubbed Movies Facebook page when her birthday came this year.

"Happy birthday Aunty Tuk. You're my idol. I really love your voices in all cartoon characters," a fan named Kajornsiri Niempoog wrote.
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                                The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has expressed gratitude to nations and international organisations that are helping Thailand respond to the severe flooding across its southern provinces, noting that more partners have signalled their readiness to assist the kingdom.
Ministry spokesperson Nikorndej Balankura said on Thursday that although Thailand did not formally request international assistance, several countries and organisations had voluntarily stepped forward.

The Japan International Cooperation Agency on Dec 2 delivered relief supplies to the prime minister, while South Korea's ambassador and private businesses donated 1 million baht to the Chief of Defence Forces, he said.

China's ambassador followed on Dec 3 with contributions worth 62 million baht from Chinese companies and organisations. The Chinese private sector also provided tents, medical supplies, food and drinking water, which were handed to the Royal Thai Air Force, Mr Nikorndej added.

Other partners, including Singapore and the Asian Development Bank, are currently coordinating with Thai authorities to assess what forms of support would best meet local needs.

The spokesman said the government deeply appreciates the goodwill shown by Thailand's international partners.

Meanwhile, the ministry's coordination centre for assisting foreigners affected by the southern floods has assisted about 800 tourists and expatriates.

They are from Malaysia, Singapore, the Philippines, China, Croatia, Hungary, Bangladesh, Bhutan, South Africa, the United States, the Netherlands and Jordan, among others, he said.
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                                Actress Rybena "Nana" Intachai has been released on 1-million-baht bail as she continues to deny fraud charges, while police are looking for a suspected accomplice who is close to her.
The Criminal Court approved her release on Thursday and prohibited her from leaving the country without its permission.

The court also assigned a psychologist to give advice to the actress, who stands accused of borrowing millions of baht from several friends, many of them celebrities, under false pretenses.

Suriyan Hongwilai, spokesman for the Court of Justice, said the counselling was aimed at preventing the actress from wrongdoing and helping her deal with pressure, repent and solve her problems.

During a lengthy interrogation on Wednesday, Nana insisted on her innocence and told police that she thought her borrowing from others was not against the law, said Pol Maj Gen Tasapoom Jaruprat, commander of the Economic Crime Suppression Division.

She also said she intended to repay her creditors, he added.

According to the commander, police had evidence to prove that the 44-year-old actress forged documents to mislead her lenders into believing that their money had been transferred to investment projects, including her hairdressing salon.

Police found that the salon was the only genuine business Nana had, and that other projects she had presented to her backers never existed. She was charged with asset fraud and fraudulent borrowing, which police considered Ponzi schemes.

Nana had liquidity problems with her genuine business and started to deceive friends and people close to her into investing in "her projects", Pol Maj Gen Tasapoom said.

The commander said close friends started to complain in mid-October that they were not receiving any repayments, with the combined losses estimated at 195 million baht.

More complainants were filing cases with police, though some show-business celebrities had yet to decide if they should follow suit, Pol Maj Gen Tasapoom said.

Police arrested Nana at her home in Watthana district of Bangkok on Wednesday morning and seized assets worth about 10 million baht there.

The impounded assets included seven iPhones, 11 boxes of Bearbrick art toys, a Hermes Birkin bag, a Louis Vuitton bag, about 50 luxury jewellery items, a Mini Cooper car and a Ledger Nano X digital asset storage wallet.

Nana told police that the Ledger Nano X device belonged to her husband Prinya "Way" Intachai, from the well-known hip hop group Thaitanium, Pol Maj Gen Tasapoom said.

Police have already contacted Way and confirmed that he is in Thailand. Investigators would interrogate him next week and have him open the hardware wallet, the commander said.
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                                Leaked photos showing alleged money laundering mastermind Benjamin Mauerberger, alias "Ben Smith", posing with several high-profile Thai political, police, military and business figures have stirred controversy and raised questions about his alleged influence and protection.
Among those in one of the pictures are Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, Deputy Prime Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, former army chief Gen Apirat Kongsompong, former senator Upakit Pachariyangkun, and former national police inspector-general Pol Gen Visanu Prasarttongosoth.

Rangsiman Rome, a People's Party MP, is among those who have questioned the implications of the images.

Writing on his Facebook page, the opposition MP questioned whether Mauerberger's apparent connections were the reason authorities have not dared to take action against him, noting that no arrest warrant has been issued to date.

"Are they protecting him?" he asked, adding that an Interpol red notice to pursue him abroad appears unlikely to ever materialise.

Mauerberger has been the subject of a two-year investigation by former Wall Street Journal reporters Tom Wright and Bradley Hope.

Their Whale Hunting website documents how Mauerberger, using connections with senior business and political figures in Thailand and Cambodia, built a "shadow empire" valued at an estimated $1.5 billion.

Financial adviser

Their reports note that Mauerberger, married to a former Thai model, moved effortlessly through Thai hi-so circles in his role as a financial adviser.

One story details how he structured the purchase of a $60-million Bombardier private jet for former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra to obscure its true ownership in the event that he might ever face an asset seizure.

Mauerberger, who is alleged to have helped Cambodia-based scammers launder billions of dollars, is reported to have left Thailand in September and is now believed to be in Dubai.

Mr Rangsiman asked whether the government's recent high-profile asset seizures were merely an attempt to ease public pressure, speculating that the assets could eventually be returned to transnational scam operators.

"Is the government serious about cracking down? When will the victims get their money back?" he asked.

Mr Rangsiman implied that Deputy Prime Minister Thamanat Prompow has been able to retain his position because he may hold some secrets, preventing the prime minister from removing him despite alleged links to Mauerberger.

Thamanat, who served four years in an Australian prison for heroin smuggling in the 1990s, has denied any such connections. 

The opposition MP said it was astonishing that scam networks could wield such influence in Thailand, operating through extensive and deeply entrenched connections. He questioned whether state officials had the courage to confront grey-money groups that were tightening their grip on the country.

The photos were posted online only hours after Prime Minister Anutin presided over a press conference to announce a crackdown on major scam networks on Wednesday.

On Thursday, the prime minister and two other key figures in the photos came out to explain the matter and deny any personal ties.

Popular news-talk TV host Sorayuth Suthassanachinda, on his morning programme Rueng Lao Chao Nee, said he had spoken with Mr Anutin, who explained that the images were old photos taken in 2014.

[image: Another photo posted by TV anchorman  Sorayuth Suthassanachinda shows Ben Smith having meals and drinks with high-profile figures. (Photo: Kammakorn Khao Facebook page, Sorayuth Suthassanachinda)]
Another photo posted by TV anchorman Sorayuth Suthassanachinda shows Benjamin Mauerberger (second from right) having meals and drinks with high-profile figures. (Photo: Kammakorn Khao Facebook page, Sorayuth Suthassanachinda)



The prime minister recalled that after the 2014 military coup, he travelled to Singapore, where he happened to meet a delegation led by Gen Apirat Kongsompong, then commander of the 1st Division. Mauerberger was also present at the gathering.

Mr Anutin said he remembered the encounter when the photos resurfaced, but insisted he had no personal relationship with Mauerberger.

At the time there were no allegations linking Mauerberger to any scam operations, and the encounter was only a shared meal with several people.

"There was no personal association," said Mr Anutin, adding that under the current government, authorities had seized assets belonging to Mauerberger and Cambodian businessman Yim Leak, and would continue to proceed with legal action.

The prime minister added that he had long been aware of some of the discussions surrounding the businessman. When Mauerberger later attempted to apply for Thai citizenship, Mr Anutin said he was serving as interior minister and did not approve the application.

Former army chief responds

Gen Apirat, who later rose to become the army chief and retired in 2020, also sent a message to Sorayuth, explaining the circumstances of the photos.

"I have seen the images and would like to clarify that the first photo was taken in 2014 during a study trip to Singapore as part of the National Defence College programme," Gen Apirat wrote. "A friend introduced us to Ben Smith, a businessman, and we had a meal together. Everyone paid for their own meal.

"The second photo was taken at my daughter's wedding, which was attended by many guests. I confirm that I was not close to Ben Smith."

Mr Ekniti, who also serves as finance minister, on Thursday denied any link to Mauerberger. He said the photo was taken during a social gathering held as part of a senior executive training programme organised by the Royal Thai Police.

The event was attended by dozens of participants, including senior figures from both the public and private sectors across various fields.

"I was merely one of the attendees, just like many other guests who were there to meet and exchange greetings as is customary at social events," he said.

Vorapak Tanyawong, a deputy finance minister under Mr Ekniti, resigned last month after reports linked him to transactions arranged by Mauerberger to take control of the Thai investment bank Finansia X Plc.

The Thai Securities and Exchange Commission has had little to say about the Finansia case, beyond explaining that it can investigate alleged misconduct only under the scope of the Securities and Exchange Act.
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                                The South Korean Supreme Court on Thursday upheld sentences for three men convicted of murdering a tourist from their country and putting the body in a barrel before dumping it in a reservoir near Pattaya in Thailand
The court sentenced a 28-year-old man to life imprisonment and a 40-year-old man to 30 years in jail. The third person, 27, was given 25 years, the Yonhap news agency reported.

The ruling upheld the same sentences against the three handed down earlier by the Court of Appeals and the Changwon District Court.

All were charged with robbing, murdering, concealing and abandoning the body of a 34-year-old Korean man in May last year. They put the body of the victim in a plastic barrel and dropped it into the Map Prachan reservoir in Bang Lamung district in Chon Buri, near Pattaya.

Yonhap withheld the names of the murderers. Its earlier report said one was arrested in Phnom Penh, another in Vietnam and the third at his house in Jeongeup city, about 200 kilometres south of Seoul.

Thai police have identified them as Lee Yong Jin, Lee Roun and Kim Haeonne Won. The victim's name was Roh Eui Jong, 34.

South Korean police found the men living off money obtained from voice scams and demanding money from the victim's family after his death. Other South Korean tourists were also robbed by the trio, the South Korean news agency said.
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                Work under way to return remains of Sudthisak Rinthalak to family in Nong Khai
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                                Israel has identified the remains of the hostage it received from Hamas as Thai national Sudthisak Rinthalak, the Israeli prime minister's office said on Thursday.
The family of Sudthisak has been informed, and procedures for returning him to his home country will proceed in coordination with the Thai Embassy in Israel, the office said in a statement. 

The body of Israeli Ran Gvili, the last of the living and deceased hostages to be returned, is still in Gaza.

Hamas militants agreed to hand over all living and deceased hostages still held in Gaza as part of the initial ceasefire deal outlined in US President Donald Trump's plan to end the war.

Sudthisak, 43, worked on plantations at the Beeri kibbutz and was originally from Nong Khai province. He was killed during the Hamas attack on Oct 7, 2023, and his body was taken to Gaza.

His death was confirmed by Israeli authorities in May 2024.

Sudthisak was divorced, childless, and had worked in Israel since 2017.

Hamas militants kidnapped 31 Thai nationals during the Oct 7, 2023, assault on southern Israel, making them the largest group of foreigners held captive. Another 46 Thais were killed on the same day.

Of the 31 Thai hostages, 23 were released in early 2024, five more were freed in January 2025, and three confirmed to have died.
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                                The Civil Aviation Board has approved a 53% increase in the passenger service charge, commonly known as the airport tax, for outbound passengers on international flights.
The board on Wednesday approved an application by Airports of Thailand Plc (AOT) to raise the charge for international flights from 730 baht to 1,120 baht, said Transport Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn who chaired the meeting.

The passenger service charge is included in the price of airport tickets at the time of purchase. It is expected to take effect early next year.

The passenger service charge for domestic flights remains unchanged at 130 baht.

AOT operates six major airports -- Suvarnabhumi, Don Mueang, Phuket, Chiang Mai, Hat Yai and Chiang Rai.

The company will gather feedback and present details to seek approval for the fee increase from the transport minister. It will then publicise the new rate four months before imposing it.

AOT said earlier that it expected the increase in the airport tax would generate around 10 billion baht in additional revenue per year, based on an average of 35 million international passengers passing through its six airports annually.

The Civil Aviation Board said the fee increase would lead to better airport service and safety as the revenue would be invested in more facilities for passengers' convenience at the airports.
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                                Stricter guidelines will apply for Thai university admissions for the 2027 academic year, with a reduction in the requirements for applicants to submit costly portfolios.
Surasak Phancharoenworakul, the minister of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation, said he had received complaints that producing portfolios was a financial burden for many families.

The first round of the Thai University Central Admission System (TCAS) requires a portfolio showcasing an applicant's academic record, extracurricular activities and other achievements. These documents typically include photographs and are often printed in colour, running five to six pages.

Mr Surasak said he had discussed the issue with Supachai Pathumnakul, the ministry's permanent secretary, and the Council of University Presidents of Thailand to find solutions.

Data shows many universities increasingly rely on the portfolio round, with some faculties admitting up to 100% of their students through this channel. Because there is no limit on the number of applicants per faculty in Round 1, quotas in later rounds have been reduced.

"Allowing unlimited admissions through the portfolio round will inevitably create inequality because students from less affluent families may be at a disadvantage," Mr Surasak said.

"I do not believe the portfolio round is problematic, but it may be suitable only for certain programmes."

He urged universities to minimise Round 1 portfolio admissions for the 2027 academic year and to use the portfolio requirement only when necessary. Faculties that do not need portfolios should cancel the round and shift their quotas to other rounds, he said.
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                                Despite a dispute over expensive airfares to flood-stricken Hat Yai, average domestic ticket prices this year continued to decline, as low-cost carriers fled from underperforming Chinese routes to add domestic flights and avoid competition with state-backed Chinese airlines.
Locals cried foul over an airfare of almost 10,000 baht for Bangkok-Hat Yai flights, prompting the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand (CAAT) to investigate the case. The regulator said the price ceiling for this route is capped at 7,266 baht for low-cost carriers and 10,049 baht for full-service flights.

Puttipong Prasarttong-Osoth, president of SET-listed Bangkok Airways, said the airline's average airfare in the third quarter decreased by 2.2% to 4,115.3 baht year-on-year, while over the first nine months of this year average fares fell 1.1% to 4,178.9 baht.

Of those fares, domestic routes excluding Samui decreased due to heightened competition among local airlines, which discounted fares to entice purchases.

He said yields for domestic routes plunged due to enormous supply.

In the first nine months of 2025, Bangkok Airways posted a revenue dip of 0.1%, attributed to reduced fare income of 405 million baht, down 2.9%.

Thai AirAsia registered a drop of 12% for average airfares to 1,633 baht in the third quarter, due to weak demand from foreigners for both international and domestic trips.

Wutthiphum Jurangkool, former chief executive of Nok Air, said while the airline maintains its domestic market share at 25%, trailing Thai AirAsia's 37%, revenue from ticket sales continued to drop as more low-cost carriers pivoted to domestic routes.

This trend aligns with the global market, which saw airfares drop by 5% this year. The average domestic airfare of Nok Air is 1,300 baht year-to-date.

Mr Wutthiphum, who stepped down as chief executive this week but remains a plan administrator for its rehabilitation, said many airlines struggled to secure a healthy load factor for Chinese routes. Several airlines also increased capacity from new aircraft deliveries, which were planned before the downturn in tourism, he said. These jets were redirected from foreign to domestic flights to enhance their existing fleet.

Even though Chinese travellers are expected to return to Thailand as a result of its recent rift with Japan, which saw hundreds of thousands of seats from China cancelled, Chinese airlines should benefit much more than Thai carriers, said Mr Wutthiphum.

As more than 50% of major airlines in China are state-owned businesses, local governments support them by offering subsidies to both airline operators and tour operators to increase traffic.

"Given a weak Chinese market and strong Chinese competitors, many low-cost carriers reduced or cut services to China, paving the way for stronger domestic routes," he said.

"This resulted in overwhelming supply and lower airfares in the third quarter."

Nok Air stopped all international flights, including to China, while it deals with a red flag concerning safety issued by the CAAT. Thai Lion Air slashed Chinese routes from 35 to 10.

LONG-HAUL GAINS

Mr Puttipong said the European market helped buoy international passengers during the first nine months of 2025, with the segment contributing 82% of total passenger revenue.

Passengers from Germany and the UK rose by 15% and 11%, respectively, while overall revenue from points of sale in Europe and the Middle East grew by 4%, accounting for 55% of international markets -- a stark contrast to sales from Asia and Oceania that contracted by 22%.

He said robust demand remains for Samui, as Bangkok Airways' airport hub in Surat Thani comprised 66% of all passengers, up 4% year-on-year in the first nine months, and is expected to secure 2.8 million passengers this year.

However, the airline reported adjustments of some domestic and international routes in the third quarter to accommodate changing demand.

Direct flights to Phnom Penh in Cambodia were slashed from three to one daily flight, while Bangkok-Lampang flights were reduced and the Lampang-Mae Hong Song service was cancelled.

Bangkok Airways earned 19.9 billion baht during the first nine months of the year, gaining a net profit of 3.13 billion baht from 3.24 million passengers.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3149785/domestic-airfares-continue-to-decrease



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  New gas price plan targets green shift                

                Small producers  get squeezed
              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: Racks of servers at a data centre. Investment themes in the Thai energy sector have shifted, driven partly by rising power demand from data centres.]
                      
                                              
                          Racks of servers at a data centre. Investment themes in the Thai energy sector have shifted, driven partly by rising power demand from data centres.                        

                                          

                  

                                Thailand's energy and power sector is entering a major transition, driven by the National Energy Policy Council's (NEPC) approval of a new natural gas pricing structure and shifting investment themes that increasingly favour renewable energy and power demand driven by data centres.
According to analysts, while small power producers (SPPs) face near-term cost pressures, the sector's long-term outlook is supported by liquefied natural gas (LNG) price trends, expanding data centre loads, and expected revisions in the upcoming power development plan (PDP).

Asia Plus Securities (ASPS) reported the NEPC approved a revamped gas pricing framework effective from Jan 1, 2026. Under the new structure, natural gas entering and exiting gas separation plants -- as well as gas used for liquefied petroleum gas production -- will be priced according to Gulf of Thailand gas, set roughly 10% higher than the benchmark used to calculate the gas pool price. Gas separation plants are to absorb this difference.

Meanwhile, gas used for power generation, industry and transport will continue to be priced based on the pool price, calculated from the prices of gas supplied from the Gulf of Thailand and Myanmar, as well as imported LNG.

ASPS expects the restructuring to pressure SPP operators in the short term, as a higher share of LNG in the pool system will likely push overall pool gas costs higher. This coincides with limited room to pass on rising fuel expenses through the fuel tariff rate, posing near-term margin risks for producers such as B.Grimm Power (BGRIM) and Global Power Synergy (GPSC), noted the brokerage.

However, ASPS predicts falling global LNG prices in 2026 will support an earnings recovery.

The restructuring is viewed as a clear positive for PTT's gas business, noted the brokerage.

Redirecting Gulf gas -- Thailand's lowest-cost supply -- to gas separation plants is expected to boost margins for PTT and downstream petrochemical players such as PTT Global Chemical (PTTGC).

While SPPs face cost challenges, Bualuang Securities (BLS) highlights another major long-term catalyst reshaping the sector: rapid expansion of data centres and rising electricity demand from hyperscalers. BLS maintains an overweight call on the power sector.

The brokerage said hyperscalers and cloud operators will increasingly support demand for gas-fired generation, helping to offset the medium-term impact of pool gas reform. There is also strong momentum in renewables and data-centre-linked businesses, noted BLS.

The upcoming 1.5GW community solar scheme is expected to benefit Gulf Development (GULF), while companies such as Gunkul Engineering (GUNKUL), BGRIM and WHA Utilities & Power (WHAUP) -- both serving major data centre clients in Amata and WHA industrial zones -- are also positioned to gain.

In addition, the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand was authorised to directly supply electricity to data centres with loads greater than 200MW. Analysts see this as a significant catalyst for hyperscaler investment and a source of additional engineering, procurement, and construction opportunities for GUNKUL.

Both ASPS and BLS expect Thailand's next PDP -- potentially finalised by 2026 -- to increase solar capacity targets and incorporate small modular nuclear reactors in the long term, while maintaining gas-fired generation as a key pillar for system reliability.

The brokerages expect these shifts to result in a bifurcated investment landscape: near-term margin pressure for SPPs but accelerating opportunities across renewables, gas-based generators with data centre exposure, and companies positioned to benefit from Thailand's evolving energy mix.
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                                The private sector estimates the deadly floods in the South have caused income losses of 20-30 billion baht, weighing on GDP growth in the final quarter of this year.
Speaking at the Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB) meeting on Wednesday, Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the Federation of Thai Industries, said the floods in southern Thailand are expected to result in 20-30 billion baht worth of income losses in December alone, reducing fourth-quarter GDP by 0.1-0.2%.

"Despite the flood impact, the economy will be partly cushioned by government subsidies and stimulus measures under the 'Quick Big Win' approach," Mr Kriengkrai said.

As a result, the JSCCIB revised its 2025 GDP growth forecast to 2% from the previous estimate of 1.8-2.2%.

However, the floods will remain a drag on the economy due to extensive reconstruction demand and may require a budget of around 100 billion baht, he said. Under this scenario, total economic losses could reach 90 billion baht, bringing next year's GDP growth down to 1.6-2%.

Rising uncertainty over potential US tariffs on Thai exports is a major challenge for the economy in 2026, said Mr Kriengkrai. The private sector expects exports to contract by 0.5-1.5% next year, following strong growth this year.

For 2025, the JSCCIB projects export growth of 10%, revised from a range of 9.5-10.5% set in November, driven mainly by front-loaded shipments.

He said the JSCCIB stands ready to work with all relevant parties to assist flood-affected communities, including measures to ease the financial burden on households and businesses, as well as supporting the renovation of homes, commercial buildings and factories.

In separate news, Payong Srivanich, chairman of the Thai Bankers' Association, said banks are prepared to cooperate with government agencies and the Bank of Thailand in rolling out financial aid packages for flood victims, including debt moratoriums aligned with central bank guidelines.

He said natural disasters have become a commonplace challenge for the Thai economy and banking sector as climate risks accumulate. Banks will increasingly be required to provide financial assistance to disaster-affected borrowers as standard practice, said Mr Payong.

The central bank has required banks to conduct climate-related stress tests since last year.

He said banks are moving forward with managing non-performing loans (NPLs) under the regulator's new debt resolution programme using asset management companies. The scheme targets small NPL borrowers with total debt of less than 100,000 baht per person, beginning on Jan 1 next year.
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                                The clock is ticking. Fast. The official opening of the 33rd Southeast Asian Games, hosted by Thailand from Dec 9 to 20, is now just days away.
For Thai sports fans, anticipation is mounting. The biennial multisport tournament returns to the Kingdom after an 18-year absence, and with it comes a familiar weight of expectation: that the home contingent will reclaim the coveted overall crown.

Every two years, the Games become a crucible for the country's finest athletes. Some carry the burden more heavily than others -- those regarded as near-certainties for gold, the ones whose names are already etched into the nation's sporting imagination.

This year, a new generation steps forward, poised not only to win medals but also to embody the resilience and ambition of Thai sport.

Here are the athletes who will shoulder those hopes, and may even redefine them as well:

Puripol Boonson (Athletics)

Few Thai athletes have captured the public's imagination as swiftly as Puripol Boonson. Nicknamed "Angel Bew" by local media, the sprinter returns to the SEA Games with the aura of a prodigy now coming of age.

[image: Sprinter Puripol Boonson. REUTERS]
Sprinter Puripol Boonson. (Photo: Reuters)



At just 16, Puripol stunned the region by sweeping three golds at the 2021 Games in Vietnam (held in 2022 due to the pandemic). His treble -- 100m, 200m, and 4x100m relay -- announced him as a generational talent.

Since then, he has tested himself on the world stage. At the Paris Olympics last year, he was the youngest runner in the field to reach the semi-finals. More recently, he claimed two silvers at the 2025 Asian Athletics Championships.

"I'm more ready than ever before. Thai people will see a new version of Bew at the SEA Games," said the 19-year-old, brimming with confidence.

For Thai athletics, his presence is more than a medal chance -- it is a glimpse of the future.

Banlung Tubtimdang (Taekwondo)

The torch of Thai taekwondo has passed. With the retirement of two-time Olympic champion Panipak Wongpattanakit, the discipline needed a new standard-bearer. Enter Banlung Tubtimdang.

The 20-year-old, towering at 190cm, was crowned world champion in Wuxi, China, in October. His rise has been meteoric: gold at the 2022 Asian Games in Hangzhou, another at the 2025 World University Games in Germany, and silver at the 2023 world championships in Baku.

Thailand 2025 will mark his SEA Games debut, where he will compete in the 66kg division.

For Banlung, the Games are not merely another tournament -- they are a chance to cement himself as the face of Thai taekwondo in a new era.

Kunlavut Vitidsarn (Badminton)

Badminton has long been a sport of promise for Thailand, but Kunlavut Vitidsarn turned promise into history. At the Paris Olympics in 2024, he became the first Thai to win a medal in men's singles.

[image: Shuttler Kunlavut Vitidsarn. AFP ROSLAN RAHMAN]
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Now 24, Kunlavut is ranked world No.3 and has enjoyed a stellar season. He captured titles at the Indonesia Masters, Thailand Open, and Singapore Open, and briefly ascended to world No.1 -- the first Thai man to do so.

Already a world champion in 2023, he reached the final again this year in Paris. His consistency has made him a fixture at the sport's summit.

At the SEA Games, he will lead a formidable Thai squad, chasing more glory after winning both singles and team golds in Hanoi 2021.

Janjaem Suwannapheng (Boxing)

Boxing has often been a source of national pride, but at the Paris Olympics last year, only one Thai fighter stood on the podium: Janjaem Suwannapheng.

[image: Boxer Janjaem Suwannapheng. REUTERS PILAR OLIVARES]
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The 25-year-old from Nong Khai claimed bronze in the women's 66kg division, salvaging an otherwise disappointing campaign for Thai boxing.

Janjaem won gold at the 2023 SEA Games in Cambodia, in the light middleweight class, and will be back chasing more glory at Thailand 2025.

"I am excited because this time my parents will be able to watch me compete, and hopefully I can win the gold medal again," she said. For Janjaem, the Games are not just about medals -- they are about redemption, and about proving Thai boxing's resilience on home soil.

Chatchu-on Moksri (Volleyball)

Few athletes embody longevity and consistency like Chatchu-on Moksri. The outside hitter has been a cornerstone of the Thai women's volleyball team for more than a decade, balancing national duty with a professional career in Japan's V League at Victorina Himeji.

Thailand 2025 will be her fifth SEA Games appearance. The team, guided by veteran coach Kiattipong Radchatagriengkai, is chasing their 15th consecutive title and 17th overall.

Drawn into Group A alongside the Philippines and Singapore, the Thai women remain favourites.

For the 26-year-old Chatchu-on, who will captain the team for the first time at Thailand 2025, the Games are another chapter in a career defined by loyalty, endurance, and the pursuit of collective triumph.

Surodchana Khambao (Weightlifting)

Weightlifting has given Thailand some of its most enduring Olympic memories, and Surodchana Khambao is part of that lineage.

[image: Lifter Surodchana Khambao. AFP MIGUEL MEDINA]
Lifter Surodchana Khambao. (Photo: AFP)



The 25-year-old lifter won bronze in the 49kg division at the Paris Olympics last year, adding to her growing resume. She first made waves as junior world champion in 2018, then claimed the senior world title in Tashkent in 2021.

At the SEA Games, she will return to the 49kg division, where she captured gold in Hanoi 2021.

Compact in stature but immense in strength, Surodchana is favoured to add another medal to Thailand's tally.
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                                Thailand's rice prices climbed to a multi-month high this week on supply concerns over flooding in the south, while both Indian and Vietnamese rates slipped to near one-month lows.
Thailand's 5% broken rice was quoted at US$375 per metric tonne, up from $370 last week, a Bangkok-based trader said, citing flooding. Prices were at their highest since July 24. "(The) price increase applies only to Thai rice in the South, because of flooding," the trader said.

Demand is very quiet, and on the supply side, some farmers have stopped planting because returns were low, the trader added.

India

India's 5% broken parboiled variety was quoted this week at $347 to $354 per tonne, down from $348 to $356 last week to a nearly one-month low. The 5% broken white variety was priced at $340 to $345 per tonne.

Demand for Indian rice saw a modest improvement this week as lower prices followed the rupee's slide to a record low.

The rupee's decline is helping exporters lower prices and become more competitive in attracting demand, said B.V. Krishna Rao, president of the Rice Exporters' Association.

The currency fell to a record low against the dollar on Thursday, boosting exporters' returns from overseas sales.

Vietnam

Vietnam's 5% broken rice was offered at $365 to $370 per metric tonne on Thursday, up from $359 to $363 a week ago, according to traders, marking its highest level since early November.

"We are hearing the Philippines will resume rice imports from January," a Ho Chi Minh City trader said. "We are told the Philippines will import 300,000 to 400,000 tonnes in the month."

The Vietnam Food Association's chairman said rice exports are expected to fall 11.5% this year to around 8 million tonnes, due to sharply lower shipments to the Philippines.

Vietnam's rice exports to the Philippines dropped 18.5% in the first 10 months to 2.96 million tonnes, customs data showed.

Bangladesh

Meanwhile, domestic rice prices in Bangladesh remain high despite strong stocks and good harvests, with fine rice at 80 to 85 taka per kilogramme. The country imported 1.437 million tonnes in 2024 to 2025 and another 500,000 tonnes between July and November, but prices have yet to ease.
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                                Samsung claimed No. 1 position in Thailand's smartphone shipments for the third quarter of 2025, securing a dominant 24% market share.
According to figures and analysis from a global technology research and consulting firm Omdia, this is most likely due to Samsung pushing premium products, like the Galaxy Z Fold 7, while introducing affordable models such as the Galaxy A07 and Galaxy A17, which have resonated with price-conscious consumers.

Chinese competitors are also strong, with OPPO holding a 17% market share, followed by Xiaomi, Apple and vivo. This competition highlights the intense rivalry in the mid-range segment, where value and features drive consumer choices.

Apple's rise to fourth place in the fourth quarter is notable, indicating that Thai consumers are increasingly willing to invest in premium devices, signalling a shift from a solely price-focused market.

Looking ahead, Omdia analysts caution that rising production costs could pressure manufacturers. Budget models might have to either reduce specifications or increase prices to maintain margins.

Thailand's smartphone market is highly competitive, with shipments in the third quarter of 2025 showing a slight contraction regionally but remaining robust locally. The market is valued at around US$3.15 billion in 2025, though forecasts suggest a modest decline in growth over the next few years, according to leading online statistics and market research firm Statista.
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                                The World Exposition in Osaka is estimated to have generated an economic ripple effect of 3.05 trillion yen (618 billion baht), sowing the seeds for economic growth while the benefits struggled to expand to a wide area beyond the venue, a report by a private think tank showed on Wednesday.
The Asia Pacific Institute of Research calculated that the expo generated over 1 trillion yen in estimated visitor spending within and outside the venue, as well as a positive impact on production and employment across a wide range of industries, including venue construction.

The total estimate fell short of the projected 3.37 trillion yen in 2024 when the institute introduced the concept of a "Greater Expo," which envisioned the region surrounding Osaka as a virtual pavilion that would host events to encourage regional tourism.

The six-month expo ended on Oct 13, attracting over 25 million visitors.

Visitor spending, which was calculated using survey responses to shopping and dining expenditures, found that the average amount spent per person stood at 13,162 yen for residents of Osaka prefecture, 19,414 yen for residents of the surrounding Western Japan region, and 59,025 yen for residents of other parts of Japan.

Meanwhile, inbound visitors spent 148,430 yen per person, with accommodation costs pushing the total higher.

Total spending within and outside the venue, including those by affiliated personnel, amounted to 1.04 trillion yen, with the spillover effect for purchases of raw materials and ingredients estimated to be 1.64 trillion yen.

The 2024 estimated cost of expo-related projects, including venue construction and operating expenses, remained at 1.41 trillion yen.

The institute noted that although merchandise sales were strong, boosted by the popularity of the expo's mascot, Myaku-Myaku, the economic benefits were concentrated in Osaka prefecture, making it challenging to expand tourism across the wider region.
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                                Thailand's battery electric vehicle (BEV) industry is predicted to accelerate in 2026, with Hyundai Mobility Thailand preparing to roll out locally assembled BEVs as the nation strives to become a regional export hub.
Hyundai Mobility Thailand, a subsidiary of South Korea's Hyundai Motor, completed construction of a new assembly plant in Samut Prakan. The facility has an annual production capacity of 5,000 units and is expected to begin manufacturing BEVs in 2026.

A supporting battery plant is under development, scheduled for completion by April 2026.

The combined investment in the two plants amounts to 1 billion baht, said Wallop Chalermvongsavej, managing director of Hyundai Mobility Thailand.

The project is backed by the Board of Investment under the government's EV3.5 incentive package, which offers subsidies and tax cuts to automakers investing in local EV production.

The Federation of Thai Industries reported BEV output surged 461% year-on-year to 41,183 units between January and September of 2025, accounting for nearly 4% of total car production.

"Hyundai is positioning Thailand as its BEV export hub," said Mr Wallop.

"We expect demand to rise both domestically and globally, driven by carbon neutrality goals."

He forecast domestic car sales in 2025 of 600,000 units, with BEVs surpassing 100,000 units as global automakers intensify marketing campaigns.

Hyundai's sales in Thailand fell short of expectations. For the first 11 months of 2025, the company sold 1,800-1,900 vehicles, with full-year sales projected at 2,300 units -- a 35% decline from targets.

Weak consumer purchasing power and banks' strict criteria for granting auto loans amid high levels of household debt are major factors slowing domestic sales, said Mr Wallop.

He urged the government to ease import duties, particularly on seven-seat vehicles currently taxed at 80% and 11-seat models taxed at 32%.

Chinese imports enjoy exemptions under a free trade agreement, creating what Mr Wallop described as an uneven playing field.

"It's not fair, and many brands cannot compete," he said.

"The government should introduce more supportive measures."

Despite challenges, Hyundai Mobility Thailand remains committed to the market.

Chief executive Jae Gyou Chung said the company will continue delivering vehicles tailored to consumer needs, whether BEVs, hybrid EVs or internal combustion engine models, all equipped with modern safety technologies.

The company is monitoring consumer sentiment at the 42nd Thailand International Motor Expo, running until Dec 10.
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                                Despite a dispute over expensive airfares to flood-stricken Hat Yai, average domestic ticket prices this year continued to decline, as low-cost carriers fled from underperforming Chinese routes to add domestic flights and avoid competition with state-backed Chinese airlines.
Locals cried foul over an airfare of almost 10,000 baht for Bangkok-Hat Yai flights, prompting the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand (CAAT) to investigate the case. The regulator said the price ceiling for this route is capped at 7,266 baht for low-cost carriers and 10,049 baht for full-service flights.

Puttipong Prasarttong-Osoth, president of SET-listed Bangkok Airways, said the airline's average airfare in the third quarter decreased by 2.2% to 4,115.3 baht year-on-year, while over the first nine months of this year average fares fell 1.1% to 4,178.9 baht.

Of those fares, domestic routes excluding Samui decreased due to heightened competition among local airlines, which discounted fares to entice purchases.

He said yields for domestic routes plunged due to enormous supply.

In the first nine months of 2025, Bangkok Airways posted a revenue dip of 0.1%, attributed to reduced fare income of 405 million baht, down 2.9%.

Thai AirAsia registered a drop of 12% for average airfares to 1,633 baht in the third quarter, due to weak demand from foreigners for both international and domestic trips.

Wutthiphum Jurangkool, former chief executive of Nok Air, said while the airline maintains its domestic market share at 25%, trailing Thai AirAsia's 37%, revenue from ticket sales continued to drop as more low-cost carriers pivoted to domestic routes.

This trend aligns with the global market, which saw airfares drop by 5% this year. The average domestic airfare of Nok Air is 1,300 baht year-to-date.

Mr Wutthiphum, who stepped down as chief executive this week but remains a plan administrator for its rehabilitation, said many airlines struggled to secure a healthy load factor for Chinese routes. Several airlines also increased capacity from new aircraft deliveries, which were planned before the downturn in tourism, he said. These jets were redirected from foreign to domestic flights to enhance their existing fleet.

Even though Chinese travellers are expected to return to Thailand as a result of its recent rift with Japan, which saw hundreds of thousands of seats from China cancelled, Chinese airlines should benefit much more than Thai carriers, said Mr Wutthiphum.

As more than 50% of major airlines in China are state-owned businesses, local governments support them by offering subsidies to both airline operators and tour operators to increase traffic.

"Given a weak Chinese market and strong Chinese competitors, many low-cost carriers reduced or cut services to China, paving the way for stronger domestic routes," he said.

"This resulted in overwhelming supply and lower airfares in the third quarter."

Nok Air stopped all international flights, including to China, while it deals with a red flag concerning safety issued by the CAAT. Thai Lion Air slashed Chinese routes from 35 to 10.

LONG-HAUL GAINS

Mr Puttipong said the European market helped buoy international passengers during the first nine months of 2025, with the segment contributing 82% of total passenger revenue.

Passengers from Germany and the UK rose by 15% and 11%, respectively, while overall revenue from points of sale in Europe and the Middle East grew by 4%, accounting for 55% of international markets -- a stark contrast to sales from Asia and Oceania that contracted by 22%.

He said robust demand remains for Samui, as Bangkok Airways' airport hub in Surat Thani comprised 66% of all passengers, up 4% year-on-year in the first nine months, and is expected to secure 2.8 million passengers this year.

However, the airline reported adjustments of some domestic and international routes in the third quarter to accommodate changing demand.

Direct flights to Phnom Penh in Cambodia were slashed from three to one daily flight, while Bangkok-Lampang flights were reduced and the Lampang-Mae Hong Song service was cancelled.

Bangkok Airways earned 19.9 billion baht during the first nine months of the year, gaining a net profit of 3.13 billion baht from 3.24 million passengers.
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                                Thailand's energy and power sector is entering a major transition, driven by the National Energy Policy Council's (NEPC) approval of a new natural gas pricing structure and shifting investment themes that increasingly favour renewable energy and power demand driven by data centres.
According to analysts, while small power producers (SPPs) face near-term cost pressures, the sector's long-term outlook is supported by liquefied natural gas (LNG) price trends, expanding data centre loads, and expected revisions in the upcoming power development plan (PDP).

Asia Plus Securities (ASPS) reported the NEPC approved a revamped gas pricing framework effective from Jan 1, 2026. Under the new structure, natural gas entering and exiting gas separation plants -- as well as gas used for liquefied petroleum gas production -- will be priced according to Gulf of Thailand gas, set roughly 10% higher than the benchmark used to calculate the gas pool price. Gas separation plants are to absorb this difference.

Meanwhile, gas used for power generation, industry and transport will continue to be priced based on the pool price, calculated from the prices of gas supplied from the Gulf of Thailand and Myanmar, as well as imported LNG.

ASPS expects the restructuring to pressure SPP operators in the short term, as a higher share of LNG in the pool system will likely push overall pool gas costs higher. This coincides with limited room to pass on rising fuel expenses through the fuel tariff rate, posing near-term margin risks for producers such as B.Grimm Power (BGRIM) and Global Power Synergy (GPSC), noted the brokerage.

However, ASPS predicts falling global LNG prices in 2026 will support an earnings recovery.

The restructuring is viewed as a clear positive for PTT's gas business, noted the brokerage.

Redirecting Gulf gas -- Thailand's lowest-cost supply -- to gas separation plants is expected to boost margins for PTT and downstream petrochemical players such as PTT Global Chemical (PTTGC).

While SPPs face cost challenges, Bualuang Securities (BLS) highlights another major long-term catalyst reshaping the sector: rapid expansion of data centres and rising electricity demand from hyperscalers. BLS maintains an overweight call on the power sector.

The brokerage said hyperscalers and cloud operators will increasingly support demand for gas-fired generation, helping to offset the medium-term impact of pool gas reform. There is also strong momentum in renewables and data-centre-linked businesses, noted BLS.

The upcoming 1.5GW community solar scheme is expected to benefit Gulf Development (GULF), while companies such as Gunkul Engineering (GUNKUL), BGRIM and WHA Utilities & Power (WHAUP) -- both serving major data centre clients in Amata and WHA industrial zones -- are also positioned to gain.

In addition, the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand was authorised to directly supply electricity to data centres with loads greater than 200MW. Analysts see this as a significant catalyst for hyperscaler investment and a source of additional engineering, procurement, and construction opportunities for GUNKUL.

Both ASPS and BLS expect Thailand's next PDP -- potentially finalised by 2026 -- to increase solar capacity targets and incorporate small modular nuclear reactors in the long term, while maintaining gas-fired generation as a key pillar for system reliability.

The brokerages expect these shifts to result in a bifurcated investment landscape: near-term margin pressure for SPPs but accelerating opportunities across renewables, gas-based generators with data centre exposure, and companies positioned to benefit from Thailand's evolving energy mix.
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                                The private sector estimates the deadly floods in the South have caused income losses of 20-30 billion baht, weighing on GDP growth in the final quarter of this year.
Speaking at the Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB) meeting on Wednesday, Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the Federation of Thai Industries, said the floods in southern Thailand are expected to result in 20-30 billion baht worth of income losses in December alone, reducing fourth-quarter GDP by 0.1-0.2%.

"Despite the flood impact, the economy will be partly cushioned by government subsidies and stimulus measures under the 'Quick Big Win' approach," Mr Kriengkrai said.

As a result, the JSCCIB revised its 2025 GDP growth forecast to 2% from the previous estimate of 1.8-2.2%.

However, the floods will remain a drag on the economy due to extensive reconstruction demand and may require a budget of around 100 billion baht, he said. Under this scenario, total economic losses could reach 90 billion baht, bringing next year's GDP growth down to 1.6-2%.

Rising uncertainty over potential US tariffs on Thai exports is a major challenge for the economy in 2026, said Mr Kriengkrai. The private sector expects exports to contract by 0.5-1.5% next year, following strong growth this year.

For 2025, the JSCCIB projects export growth of 10%, revised from a range of 9.5-10.5% set in November, driven mainly by front-loaded shipments.

He said the JSCCIB stands ready to work with all relevant parties to assist flood-affected communities, including measures to ease the financial burden on households and businesses, as well as supporting the renovation of homes, commercial buildings and factories.

In separate news, Payong Srivanich, chairman of the Thai Bankers' Association, said banks are prepared to cooperate with government agencies and the Bank of Thailand in rolling out financial aid packages for flood victims, including debt moratoriums aligned with central bank guidelines.

He said natural disasters have become a commonplace challenge for the Thai economy and banking sector as climate risks accumulate. Banks will increasingly be required to provide financial assistance to disaster-affected borrowers as standard practice, said Mr Payong.

The central bank has required banks to conduct climate-related stress tests since last year.

He said banks are moving forward with managing non-performing loans (NPLs) under the regulator's new debt resolution programme using asset management companies. The scheme targets small NPL borrowers with total debt of less than 100,000 baht per person, beginning on Jan 1 next year.
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                                YouTrip, Asia-Pacific's leading multi-currency travel card, expects to maintain annual growth of 10% over the next three years and is preparing to list on a US stock exchange during that period.
According to Juthasree Kuvinichkul, founding partner of YouTrip Thailand, the company recorded steady business growth over the past three years, achieving a 10% annual increase in transaction volume through the YouTrip travel card. YouTrip aims to sustain this growth momentum over the next three years, she said.

The Singapore-based fintech firm reported an annual transaction volume of US$15 billion, around 483 billion baht, generated from its markets in Singapore and Thailand, where it launched in 2018 and 2019, respectively.

"We want to maintain 10% annual growth for three years and expand operations into two additional markets in Asia-Pacific next year," Ms Juthasree said.

On Tuesday, YouTrip began operations in Australia, its third regional market. Australia is one of the world's most active outbound travel markets, recording more than 12.3 million overseas trips in the past 12 months and over A$50 billion, or about 1.1 trillion baht, spent on international leisure travel.

She said GDP per capita is a key factor in determining market expansion decisions. Singapore ranks among the world's highest, at $150,000 per capita, followed by Australia at $60,000 and Thailand at $21,000.

Although Thailand's GDP per capita is lower than the other two countries and its economic growth is slower, the Thai market continues to deliver positive results, said Ms Juthasree.

YouTrip ranks as the No.1 travel card provider in both Singapore and Thailand, giving the company confidence as it expands into Australia, she said.

The company plans to enter its fourth and fifth markets next year, scaling up operations in preparation for a planned listing on a US bourse within three years, said Ms Juthasree.

While the card issuer faced challenges during the pandemic shortly after launching in Singapore and Thailand, she said it recorded a net profit from 2023.

YouTrip is one of Asia's fastest-growing fintech firms, serving millions of users across the region and offering foreign exchange services in 10 currencies.

The company raised more than $110 million to date, including a recent Series B round led by global venture capital firm Lightspeed Venture Partners -- an endorsement of its mission to transform digital financial services across Asia-Pacific, said Ms Juthasree.

Proceeds from fundraising have been allocated to technology development and market expansion.
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                                Although the economy in 2026 is expected to be challenging, the lifestyle retail market is still expected to grow, according to Moshi Moshi Retail Corporation Plc.
Even during an economic slowdown, people continue to spend because of impulse buying, attractive product presentation, store atmosphere and emotional factors, said Achira Boonsongkor, director and executive committee member of the company.

This segment may prove resilient despite sluggish economic conditions, he said.

"Emotions play a crucial role for this segment in terms of stores and products," said Mr Achira.

The market is growing as more new operators enter the segment, making it more competitive, he said.

In September 2025, Index Living Mall Plc acquired the exclusive franchise rights in Thailand for Danish variety retailer Flying Tiger Copenhagen. The company said it plans to open 30 branches nationwide in three years.

Mr Achira said some new players are not in the same position as Moshi Moshi, which positions itself around exclusive product designs.

As new players continue to enter the market, the company plans to strengthen its portfolio of exclusive design products to further differentiate itself, he said.

Products sold in Bangkok tend to be more premium in certain categories, whereas stores in other locations may offer more affordable items, said Mr Achira.

Regarding concerns about a shift in global trade, which may result in Chinese products flooding Thailand and harming local players, he said Chinese products are already present in the Thai market.

Moshi Moshi's products are certified by relevant Thai authorities, and the company benefits from economies of scale when negotiating with suppliers, allowing it to keep prices affordable, said Mr Achira.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3149800/moshi-moshi-upbeat-on-lifestyle-shopping



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Key trends redefining Thailand's job market                

                Gen Z and AI are transforming the workforce, reports Jobsdb
              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: Key trends redefining Thailand's job market]
                      
                                          

                  

                                After a tumultuous year, the online job platform Jobsdb by SEEK has compiled a list of the most important trends affecting the hiring landscape in Thailand. From evolving employee expectations and the impact of artificial intelligence (AI) to the growing threat of job fraud, this roundup offers employers and job seekers a clear view of both opportunities and challenges moving into 2026.
"In 2025 we saw a clear shift: Gen Z talent who grew up in a fully digital world have become an increasingly influential force in the workplace," said Duangporn Promon, managing director of Jobsdb by SEEK Thailand. "As a result, organisations are adjusting their structures and work styles to become more flexible, ensuring that all generations can work together smoothly.

"AI emerged as another defining trend. Rather than replacing workers, AI presents a major opportunity for Thai talent to upskill and reskill. However, the rise of job fraud remains an ongoing concern in a highly competitive job market."

RISE OF GEN Z

Gen Z workers have become one of the most closely watched groups among Thai employers this year, whether in hiring decisions, adapting workflows for multi-generation teams or understanding the changing priorities of the workforce.

As employees, the expectations of Gen Z represent a departure from other generations, requiring many employers to revisit benefits packages and retention strategies. This generation of young professionals prioritises meaningful work over long-term tenure in a single organisation, seeks clear opportunities for career growth rather than traditional job security, supports hybrid work models and values flexible benefits. They also view frequent job changes as acceptable when roles do not meet their expectations.

To meet the needs of this new generation, organisations are encouraged to adapt by listening to diverse perspectives and investing in long-term skill development that enables sustainable collaboration across age groups. Gen Z employees should remain open to learning the substance of their work, collaborating effectively within teams and adjusting to each organisation's culture to maximise their performance.

Companies that embrace flexibility, strengthen physical and mental well-being benefits and offer training programmes are significantly enhancing their organisational reputation and will avoid falling behind.

Organisations can also encourage smoother collaboration across generations by cultivating a shared learning culture through approaches such as reverse mentoring, flexible arrangements that blend remote and hybrid work, and open internal communication that encourages diversity of thought.

THE AI OPPORTUNITY

This year, AI technology played an increasingly prominent role in both daily life and business operations. Though there has been widespread concern about the impact of AI on job roles, the prevailing belief across industries is AI should be used as a powerful tool that enhances work efficiency: faster research, improved data analysis and more comprehensive processing capabilities.

Insights from Jobsdb reveal around 65% of employers have begun to consider AI knowledge and skills as an additional competency when making hiring decisions. Some 34% of organisations have already introduced AI into their recruitment processes, using these tools to screen candidates more quickly and with greater accuracy.

In addition to traditional upskilling and reskilling efforts, organisations may also adopt the "3A Approach" to ensure employees understand and are prepared for ongoing technological changes:


	Accepting that AI is now a fundamental part of the modern working world;

	Assessing one's own strengths and qualities that cannot be replicated by machines, and

	Adapting by learning new skills and embracing different ways of working.



FLEXIBLE ORGANISATIONS

The increasing influence of Gen Z, AI and shifting economic and social conditions have all contributed to Thai organisations accelerating their transition towards more flexible employment models.

According to the Hiring, Compensation & Benefits Report 2025 by Jobsdb, organisations across Thailand have increased the proportion of part-time and contract workers alongside full-time employees. This reflects a shift in HR management strategies designed to align with today's job market.

Flexible employment options also provide more choices for job seekers and support emerging market needs. These factors have contributed to a resilient Thai job market, which maintains a low unemployment rate of just 1%, with high demand in administration, human resources, accounting and business-to-business roles.

In 2025, Thai organisations also placed greater emphasis on benefits and employee value proposition, offering enhanced support for all aspects of employee well-being such as special leave, lactation rooms, education allowances, salary increases, and bonuses to sustain morale and attract long-term talent.

This year marked a period of strategic transformation and organisational restructuring to meet the expectations of the modern workforce, as well as nurturing competitiveness in a sustainable way.

JOB FRAUD WARNING SIGNS

Despite market changes, job scams remain a serious and persistent challenge. Fraudulent job postings are increasingly appearing legitimate and scam tactics have become more sophisticated, resulting in more job seekers falling victim. Most of these scams spread through social media channels, which lack reliable verification systems.

To aid in providing greater confidence and security for both job seekers and employers, Jobsdb developed and launched SEEKPass to verify identities and protect user data, while also improving job-posting screening measures to build a safer and more trustworthy online job market for everyone in Thailand.

Jobsdb advises job seekers to remain vigilant by:


	Using only certified job platforms and avoiding direct communication through personal chat applications, providing only the information necessary for the job application;

	Ensuring privacy settings and using strong passwords to protect their data, and

	Treating any unusual details such as unrealistically high compensation, or vague or incomplete job descriptions as clear warning signs of potential fraud.



If job seekers encounter any suspicious job postings, they should report them to the relevant authorities or the platform immediately to help prevent others from falling victim.
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																As G20 leaders met in Johannesburg last month, they faced a grim reality: many developing-country governments are spending more than they can afford on debt service. To keep funds flowing to foreign creditors, policymakers have been forced to cut spending on education, health care, and infrastructure. These countries have so far avoided default, but at the expense of their own development.
The fact that governments across Africa, Asia, and Latin America must close hospitals and cancel school-lunch programmes to service their debt is not only a moral failure; it is also a strategic one. A world where countries cannot invest in sustainable growth and development will struggle to achieve stability, prosperity, and climate resilience.

Five years ago, amid the Covid-19 pandemic, the G20 launched the Common Framework for Debt Treatment to help heavily indebted countries restructure their debts in an orderly, prompt, and equitable manner. But the promised relief has not materialised. According to the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, 37 out of 67 low-income countries eligible for concessional funding are in or at high risk of debt distress, yet only four -- Chad, Zambia, Ghana, and Ethiopia -- have applied for restructuring under the mechanism. Their experiences have revealed the weaknesses of the Common Framework: it offers far too little relief -- and too late.

In response, the G20 has outsourced the problem to technocratic bodies, tasking them with accelerating the process and increasing relief. While this technical work is important, it is not enough. Debtor countries still fear that the policy is half-hearted. Policymakers now talk less about a "debt crisis" and more about a "debt morass" -- a world where everyone is stuck, waiting for a change that never comes.

Meanwhile, foreign private creditors have been withdrawing their capital from developing economies since 2022. The message is clear: the risks are too high, and no meaningful solution is in sight. When investors leave, governments are left scrambling to borrow from other sources.

Multilateral development banks (MDBs) and the IMF have come to the rescue. As a result, their share of developing countries' external debt has soared, exceeding 75% in around 20 countries. This creates a vicious cycle: when multilateral organisations that don't take a haircut in restructurings hold most of a country's sovereign debt, private creditors become even more reluctant to invest.

To escape the debt morass, G20 leaders must restore confidence in the Common Framework and act with a sense of urgency. That means reassuring debtor countries that applications for relief will be handled quickly, fairly, and generously. The recent G20 leaders' communique, and their finance ministers' declaration on debt sustainability, merely reiterated the technical work and thus fell short of what is needed. Stronger commitments must be backed by tangible action.

First, G20 leaders must reduce the stigma of restructuring. When debt becomes a drag on growth, seeking relief and committing to reform should be seen as responsible economic governance.

Second, relief must be meaningful. A token reduction that leaves countries with still-limited fiscal space only prolongs the crisis. G20 leaders must proactively replenish debt-relief funds. While taxpayers in high-income countries, many with their own ballooning debts, may balk at these costs, continuing to bail out private creditors indirectly through MDBs is also expensive. The sooner debt relief is provided, the cheaper it will be.

Third, private creditors should be required to do their part. Based on the comparability-of-treatment principle, every dollar of debt relief from official creditors must be matched by private creditors. G20 leaders must support national legislation that enforces this policy. The self-regulatory approach taken over the past two decades by bondholders has not worked with other private creditors -- and all it takes is a single holdout creditor to scupper a debt-restructuring process.

Some argue that debt relief will make borrowing more expensive for debtor countries in the future. The reality is their borrowing costs are already prohibitively high. Cleaning up their balance sheets would attract investors more quickly than implementing austerity measures. Investors, having incurred losses, will become more discerning and demand risk premiums from countries that fail to improve their debt management -- a welcome incentive for good governance.

The G20 must contend with a confluence of geopolitical, climate, and economic shocks. But the developing world's debt morass cuts across them all. Only by addressing this underlying challenge can we hope to overcome all the others. G20 leaders have already committed to debt relief. Now they need the courage to finish the job. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Olusegun Obasanjo, a former president of Nigeria, is a member of Club de Madrid.
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																The month of December commences amid considerable political uncertainty. As parliament is set to convene its extraordinary session on Dec 10-11 to deliberate the proposed changes to the charter, to be followed by a regular session the day after, speculation mounts that Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul may attempt to dissolve the House early -- in a bid to counter the Pheu Thai Party's threatened no-confidence motion.
The Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) is well aware that an early dissolution would give it a disadvantage in the next election, which is just months away. As the head of the government, Mr Anutin and the BJT may have a chance to regain the approval of the public if they can get flood-hit Hat Yat back on its feet, and the other inundated parts of the South, through a flood rehabilitation and compensation programme.

All of which means that any talk of dissolving the House early remains an unsubstantiated rumour right now. To buy more time, Mr Anutin is expected to allow the charter-amendment process to run its course until the final deadline of around Dec 26 and then put it up for a parliamentary vote. The People's Party (PP) has made its stance clear that it will wait until the charter-rewriting bill passes through its third reading before it calls for a House debate, which will enable it to impress the public. Pheu Thai, however, wants an early debate. But as previously mentioned, Mr Anutin may not allow that to happen.

Meanwhile, there has been some progress in the charter-rewriting process with the completion of the amendments to Section 256, which will pave the way for the creation of a charter-drafting body. The House Speaker will arrange a parliamentary meeting for the amended version in due course. Charter-drafting members for the 35-strong assembly are to be selected through what is known as the "20 pick 1'' formula, which sees groups of 20 MPs and senators each nominate one constitution drafter.

Once the charter-drafting assembly has been formed, it is obliged to complete the draft with 360 days. At the same time, another commission is due to open to receive public input on the formulation of the new charter. While things appear to be proceeding well, analysts have still voiced concern about potential obstacles that lie ahead, and a possible delay in the second reading as a number of lawmakers are queueing up for the chance to scrutinise the bill. Meanwhile, Pheu Thai may renew its efforts to have a charter-drafting assembly adopt the old format. On top of all that, the Senate may try to shoot it down in the final reading.

Despite this, there are reasons for the PP to remain optimistic that the charter-rewriting effort will run its course. The dire need for the Anutin government to resort to a time-buying tactic, while trying to maintain a sense of political balance, with the hope of restoring public approval following the calamitous flooding, could be a blessing for charter-rewriting advocates by keeping the process afloat until the final reading at least. Mr Anutin and the BJT-led government should take this opportunity to show their determination in pushing for a new charter by introducing a clear timeline for this noble goal and do their utmost to ensure the bill goes through until the final step.

In fact, all parties should separate political gains or opportunities from the charter-rewriting issue. They must bear in mind they have a moral obligation to stay committed to the process in order that the country can move on with sustainable politics.
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																As Thailand heads towards a general election next year, political parties are drafting their electoral campaigns, most of which focus on bread-and-butter issues, the cost of living and the welfare of the public.
These issues are certainly relevant.

Yet, I hope to see parties also place strong emphasis on disaster-management policies.

The recent floods in Songkhla's Hat Yai provide a stark reminder of the country's vulnerability to natural disasters and the urgent need for far better disaster-management plans and policies.

A huge number of local people and foreign tourists, mostly Malaysians, were affected, with many residents criticising the government's slow response, inefficient warning system and sluggish evacuation work.

In case we forget, Hat Yai mayor, Narongporn Na Phatthalung, initially assured communities the situation was under control and that heavy flooding would not occur.

Such misinformation and false signals made communities complacent and discouraged early evacuation.

That may explain why, when the waters rose quickly, many Hat Yai residents -- despite being familiar with annual floods -- panicked and felt clueless.

When the Songkhla governor issued an immediate evacuation order, many residents did not know where to go.

The government, however, denied criticism of its disaster response, insisting that warnings and evacuation orders had been issued in advance but that many residents refused to leave.

This is not the right time to assign blame or deflect responsibility.

Water levels in Hat Yai have already decreased and the situation is beginning to improve.

Efforts are underway to accelerate drainage and ease the impact so flood victims can return to their normal lives.

What we must do now is understand the entire situation and figure out how to fix the problems.

It is time to discuss and develop stronger flood-management plans to minimise the impact of future disasters and improve Thailand's disaster-management and evacuation systems.

The Hat Yai flood exposes critical weaknesses in the country's disaster-management structure and underscores the need for more resilient, adaptive and community-centred strategies.

All stakeholders -- affected residents, local and national authorities, the private sector, academics, water-management and disaster experts, even engineering students, and, most importantly, politicians -- should come together to share ideas and draw lessons from Hat Yai's experience.

Together, they should develop a plan, a set of lessons learned, or an action plan that can guide effective measures going forward.

As everyone knows, serious flooding has become normal and more frequent in Thailand.

Over the past several years, farmland, homes and infrastructure have been repeatedly hit, leaving thousands displaced and communities struggling to recover.

Beyond economic loss, floods carry profound social and psychological consequences, affecting the mental and physical health of survivors and placing heavy burdens on families.

I would like to see politicians and policymakers work towards stronger disaster-management plans and policies.

From my experience reporting on natural disasters in the provinces, I have spoken with experts, rescue staff, local officials and flood victims.

Their views are consistent: government agencies and policymakers have long ignored urban planning and land-use policies.

Integrated urban planning can be a powerful tool to prevent floods and protect environmentally sensitive areas such as natural floodplains that absorb excess water.

Flood-prone cities like Hat Yai require zoning laws that discourage development in high-risk areas and encourage flood-resilient construction.

More importantly, quality warning systems must be available everywhere.

Central and local governments must rehearse evacuation procedures and educate the public on what to do.

Good warning systems save lives and reduce damage.

The government should also preserve existing wetlands and mangroves and restore damaged natural waterways.

These natural catchment areas are among the most effective forms of flood control.

Local governments must also work harder to dredge small canals and, where necessary, build new ones.

Efficient drainage systems are essential for flood-prone areas in the South and the Central Plains.

Of course, smaller flood-related issues fall under local authority. But for major disasters such as Hat Yai, the national government must take charge, mobilise resources and direct all disaster-management efforts in a unified manner.

With the election expected in early March, political parties and all parliamentary candidates should use the remaining time to develop substantive proposals.

They might even highlight successful examples from other countries' flood-management strategies as part of their campaign message.

This would demonstrate that, if elected, they are capable of addressing Thailand's flood problem effectively.

It is high time for us, as eligible voters, to exercise our right to choose the right MPs and the right parties to take responsibility for disaster-management -- a challenge no less important than economic or social issues.

We should cast our votes for parties with good and practical policies, rather than making decisions based solely on personal or political preference.

Flood-management policy should be recognised as a matter of national security and economic stability.

Just as voters demand policies on jobs, education and healthcare, they must also demand substantive plans for disaster resilience.

Parties with strong disaster-management policies should be elected.

Politicians with no interest in improving disaster management are irrelevant -- and disposable.
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																At the Asean-Republic of Korea (ROK) Commemorative Summit in Kuala Lumpur in October, President Lee Jae-myung presented a five-year vision for the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP).
CSP defines Korea as a contributor to the dreams and hopes of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), a springboard for growth and innovation, and a partner for peace and stability.

To translate this vision into reality, the political-security pillar must be strengthened with clearer direction and practical cooperation.

Over the past decade, South Korea's approaches -- the Moon administration's New Southern Policy and the Yoon administration's Korea-Asean Solidarity Initiative (Kasi) -- helped elevate ties but also revealed limitations.

The New Southern Policy (NSP) has broadened institutional engagement. Still, NSP has remained heavily economic and concentrated on Vietnam.

Kasi introduces a more Asean-tailored approach. Yet, its perceived alignment with the US Indo-Pacific Strategy raises questions within Asean members about Korea's strategic autonomy.

The CSP vision, by contrast, offers an opportunity to recalibrate Korea's security engagement in a more balanced and region-focused manner.

This recalibration is timely. Southeast Asia is navigating China's expanding influence, declining US strategic bandwidth, and the rapid proliferation of transnational threats -- from cybercrimes to human trafficking.

In this context, an integrated approach that links Asean with its wider strategic neighbourhood, including India, remains geopolitically relevant. Equally important is the need for Korea to maintain a stable, long-term Asean policy framework that transcends domestic political transitions.

To operationalise the political-security pillar, I propose three measures.

First, Korea and Asean should make digital security and online scams part of the discussion and actions on the Asean Regional Forum (ARF) Experts and Eminent Persons (EEPs). Transnational scam syndicates and trafficking hubs have become region-wide challenges.

Korea's leadership in the recent "Breaking Chains" resolution at the latest Association of the Southeast Asian Nations Chiefs of Police (AseanPOL) meeting in Bangkok demonstrates its capacity to drive coordinated regional responses.

Second, Korea should help revitalise the Asean+3 mechanism.

Beyond earlier achievements such as the Chiang Mai Initiative Multilateralization (CMIM) and the Asean+3 Emergency Rice Reserve (APTERR), the platform can evolve into a central forum for climate and disaster cooperation. Emerging institutions such as the Asean Climate Centre in Brunei offer new opportunities for Northeast and Southeast Asian collaboration.

Third, sustained leader-level diplomacy is essential to anchor the CSP politically.

Mr Lee's intention to visit all 11 Asean member states, coupled with reciprocal high-level visits to Korea, would reinforce trust and sustain momentum.

Such engagement would also help build consensus for Korea's proposal to host a Korea-Asean Special Summit in 2029. I hope these ideas will be constructively considered at next year's Korea-Asean Summit under the leadership of the Philippines, with Thailand continuing its important role as coordinating country.

Strengthening the political-security partnership is not merely an institutional exercise -- it is central to building a more stable and resilient regional order. Korea stands ready to work with Asean to ensure that the ambitions of the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership vision are fully realised.

Suh Jeong-in is the custodian of the United Nations Memorial Cemetery in Korea (UNMCK) and a former South Korean ambassador to Asean.
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									Bibi's strategy to keep justice at arm's length								

															

																Israel's prime minister, Benjamin "Bibi" Netanyahu, has just asked the country's president, Isaac Herzog, to "fully pardon" him of all three charges -- bribery, fraud and breach of trust -- that he has been on trial for since 2020. And the question is: Why did he only ask for it now?
The alleged crimes were the kind of petty malpractice that often trips up politicians: accepting gifts (mostly cigars and champagne) from powerful businessmen and bribing media for positive coverage. However, a former Israeli prime minister, Ehud Olmert, served 18 months in jail after conviction on similar charges, so Mr Netanyahu does have a potential problem.

He has dealt with the charges for the past five years by delaying tactics in court and latterly by requesting endless postponements on the grounds that he was too busy fighting a war in the Gaza Strip. But there is currently a ceasefire in Gaza, which some people hope can be turned into a peace deal and reconstruction of the devastated homes of its 2.3 million people.

The ceasefire intensifies Bibi's legal problem, however, since he can no longer plausibly demand postponements in the trial proceedings because there is a war on. Moreover, there must be an election for the next Knesset (parliament) by next October, and according to current opinion polls, Mr Netanyahu's coalition is unlikely to win.

But why are Israeli voters so ungrateful? Didn't Bibi win the war, crush the Palestinians and get all the hostages back? Well, yes, but he was also the man in charge on Oct 7 the year before last when Hamas fighters took Israel by surprise and murdered more than 1,200 Israelis in their own homes. A great many people have not forgiven him for that.

In Israel, major government failures like this usually end up before an independent state commission of inquiry led by a retired judge. That would be political death for Mr Netanyahu: His mistaken belief that he had tamed Hamas by letting large sums of money reach it from Arab sources was why Israel was so unprepared for the October attack.

Bibi has neutered that threat for the time being by putting himself in charge of the inquiry, but he could not hope to keep that position if there is a different government in Israel after the elections. Indeed, his whole agenda for creating a Palestinian-free Gaza, building on Donald Trump's project for a "Middle Eastern Riviera", would go out the window if he loses power.

Mr Netanyahu seemed very close to his goal in September, but Mr Trump himself then forced Bibi to accept the ceasefire, implicitly abandoning his "Riviera" project in the process.

At any rate, the best solution for all Mr Netanyahu's problems, legal, strategic and political, would be a resumption of the war in Gaza. He could go back to stalling court hearings on his corruption charges, he could get started on pushing Palestinians out of Gaza, perhaps he could even win the elections next year if the expulsions went well enough.

The only big obstacle to all that is Mr Trump, who now sees the ceasefire in Gaza as one of his major achievements. It's going nowhere politically, and even in terms of stopping the killing, it's not very effective: In November, Israeli forces killed at least 300 Palestinians in Gaza, most of them civilians. But Mr Trump is quite protective about it, so Bibi must wait.

It should be easy to restart the war in Gaza once Mr Trump is sufficiently distracted. Hamas fighters know that they will lose as badly in any future fighting as they did in the last round, but most of them will probably choose to die on their feet rather than live on their knees.

Israeli reservists might be a bit harder to motivate for yet another round of the war, but the habit of duty plus the promise of a mass expulsion of Palestinians, at least from Gaza, would probably be enough to get most of them back out one more time.

I'm not saying that all of this is bound to happen. I'm just saying that these are probably Benjamin Netanyahu's calculations at this moment in time -- and that they are entirely rational and realistic, if perhaps a bit ruthless.
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																To understand the devastation in Hat Yai, we need to refrain from finding excuses and culprits and start looking at the factors that led to this catastrophe.
Hydrological factors

It is beyond dispute that the southern floods were caused by unusually heavy rainfall. Unlike seasonal rain, 10 provinces in the South were hammered by prolonged, heavy rains that fell in the same spots for many days, rather than a few. Climate experts and netizens described heavy rain patterns as "rainbands" and "still rain" to describe atmospheric rivers linked to climate change. While I am not a meteorologist, I have no reason to doubt the validity of this theory.

Infrastructure

However, rainfall is only one side of the equation. The other side is drainage capacity. For over a decade, we have placed our faith in "grey infrastructure" or concrete infrastructure.

We believed that the R1 Canal, with its impressive drainage capacity of 1,200 cubic meters per second (m3/s), combined with the U-Tapao Canal's 400 m3/s, could handle the severe flood and shield the Hat Yai community. But while we focused on these man-made arteries, we ignored the slow, silent strangulation of our natural veins.

We have no accurate data on how much natural drainage capacity, such as wetland, natural canals or simply low-level areas that have served as natural flood drainage, have been obliterated over the last 10 years by unchecked urbanisation and unbridled construction of roads and other infrastructure projects.

The math was simple and unforgiving -- too much rain, too little drainage.

Management problem

Make no mistake, a southern flood of this magnitude would lead to a crisis. But with good flood and disaster management, such a crisis could be contained. That was not what we witnessed in Hat Yai.

Failure of flood management turned the crisis into a catastrophe. It is estimated that the southern flood will cost the country 20 billion baht for restoration, yet I believe the true figure will be far higher. This escalation from crisis to catastrophe was a failure of management.

The catastrophe is the direct result of squandering the most valuable resource in a disaster -- time.

Warning signal failures

The course of events in Hat Yai would have been different if a clear and effective warning had been issued just 12 hours earlier. That 12-hour window means more people could have been moved to safety earlier.

We missed this window, not because we were ignorant, but the warning system in Hat Yai was inadequate.

It must be said that signals of an extreme event were reported by the Department of Meteorology as early as Oct 17. Yet, these reports languished in bureaucratic silos.

When a private citizen's warning appeared on Facebook -- a report that proved to be incredibly accurate -- it was aggressively censored by the government as "fake news". This suppression did more than hide the truth; it destroyed the public's trust in official channels.

Politics also plays a role in sending false alarms.

Local politicians had been using the narrative that "there will be no flood in Hat Yai" to pacify voters. Hat Yai Mayor Narongporn Na Phatthalung offered a grave apology for sending the wrong signal by saying the flood would be kept under control. Yet he still defends himself and passes the buck, claiming he lacked the authority to raise a "red flag" without approval from the provincial governor and the joint department committee.

In practice, local government -- in this case, the municipality -- is responsible for flood management and issuing crisis warnings.

SMS failure

Communication also broke down in Hat Yai flood management. Consider the SMS alert sent at 4am on Nov 23. It warned that due to heavy rainfall, water would reach a maximum of 1.5 metres by 6pm, and people living on low ground should evacuate to higher ground.

On the surface, this looks like a warning, but for real people receiving it, it's still confusing and hard to process --  1.5 metres from where? Above mean sea level? From the road surface? From the canal bank? Or from the roof of my house? Who is on low ground? Where is the designated high ground?

By the time citizens woke up to read this ambiguous text, it was too late. By 8am roads were cut. By 11am, the canals overflowed. By 5pm, the water had risen two metres.

Even if the message had been understandable, many questions remained, such as how to reach designated high ground, which routes were accessible, and to whom. An effective warning system must be preceded by extensive preparatory work.

Hat Yai flood management mirrored a lack of investment in community flood response. When local people were not trained or educated on disaster management, they would not and could not understand the message and magnitude of SMS warnings.

It is only hoped that the government will invest more in training local communities in disaster management, so they have the basic skills and knowledge to survive.

Lack of management

At the height of the flood from Nov 21-24, 400,000 people in the Hat Yai metro area were trapped in their homes because the floodwaters were too high and the rain too strong for them to flee. At this serious stage, what is needed is a good organisational capability. Good organisation is defined by the 3Cs: command, control, and capability.

We didn't see any of them in Hat Yai.

Capability

Although a great deal of blame is justifiably placed upon leadership --specifically Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, who is also interior minister, and the mayor of Hat Yai Municipality, Mr Narongporn -- it must be said that the collapse of the disaster management was 90% because of a lack of preparation and 10% due to incompetence. 

Efficient disaster and rescue operations do not come out of thin air; they require constant rehearsal, preparation and sufficient resources. Without it, the response in Hat Yai devolved into chaos. According to the C3 framework, we were deprived of all aspects that constitute capability.

Command

A C3 system will give the operation a clear operational goal, so rescue teams will work on the same page and aim for the same specific result. Without it, staff will be left to interpret what should be done. Should they focus on evacuating the vulnerable or resupplying hospitals?

Without defined roles and responsibilities, rescue staff, especially volunteers, do not know their specific job. Responsible agencies do not know how to coordinate with one another. There was no clear chain of command, leading to friction rather than synergy.

Control

It seems there was no game plan, protocols, or rulebooks in Hat Yai. Without a game plan, responders -- as noble as they certainly were -- were disconnected, and then the operation lost control.

Without clear protocols and rulebooks, enormous pressure was placed on front-line staff.

For example, when rescue teams encountered strong currents and low visibility, they had no protocol to guide them. Should they push forward at risk to themselves, or turn back? In the absence of protocol, emotion overrides rationality, leading to high-stress, dangerous decision-making.

The C3 system requires a monitoring and communication loop to tell operational leaders what is happening on the ground. In Hat Yai, the leadership was flying blind, sometimes literally, unaware whether their efforts were succeeding or needed revision.

What needs to be done

The government needs to invest in training. Rehearsals must simulate real conditions to make rescue staff familiar with extreme conditions, so they can develop muscle memory and know what to expect and what to do.

Contrast this with the flawed but functional evacuation of New Orleans during Katrina, where the city utilised pre-planned logistics to move 20,000 people to the Superdome using 2,000 buses. In Hat Yai, with a population of 400,000, we didn't even know where the vulnerable people were.

The tragedy of Hat Yai is a symptom of Thailand's broken disaster management doctrine.

Of course, we built the R1 Canal (hardware), but if we do not invest in building soft infrastructure such as disaster management, community training, and improving communication for disaster management, crises will always turn into catastrophes, just like what happened in Hat Yai.

Nuthasid Rukkiatwong is a senior researcher at the Thailand Development and Research Institute (TDRI). Policy analyses from the TDRI appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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																Once a thriving southern trading post, Hat Yai has been swamped not only by muddy water but by the kind of hard, bitter lessons disasters bring.
The failures have been endless, from inefficient warning systems and uncoordinated responses and rescue efforts, to the current chaos of claiming flood compensation.

Time and again, bureaucracy has failed to save the public. Instead, it has proven itself absurdly cruel, hindering aid and actively piling suffering onto the disaster victims.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, who also serves as interior minister, made a public pledge to expedite compensation through a fast-track process, with the fewest possible procedures and minimal document requirements, to truly lessen the burdens faced by flood victims.

Yet, the promise quickly drowned in bureaucracy. On the ground, complaints promptly arose.

Despite being able to register both online and offline, victims are apparently still required to meet the complete, rigid requirements: submitting copies of ID cards, household registration, or rent contracts, and photographs of damaged properties.

In some cases, these documents must first be approved and certified by local administrative bodies -- adding a seemingly unnecessary layer of red tape to a process that should be streamlined.

Worse, many victims are the elderly or sick, lacking the means of transportation to reach registration sites.

Also, countless families cannot even produce the necessary papers, as those documents were destroyed by floodwaters along with their possessions.

Many people have raised a legitimate question: Why must the government demand hard copies of documents it should already possess?

Hat Yai has been promoted as a "Smart City" since 2019, with the specific goal of harnessing digital technology to "mitigate the impact of flooding."

Amid the uproar, the Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Department chief attempted damage control, reassuring victims that no copies of the documents were necessary: only the 13-digit ID number would suffice if the documents were destroyed.

However, the chaos apparently runs deeper than a single announcement.

As shown by a popular news show, when a host called the department's own hotline, the staff still insisted that copies of all documents were required to claim compensation.

Eventually, the state auditor was forced to give a public reassurance that the auditing process would not be as strict in the case of a public disaster. The auditor-general only requested that local administrative officials first care for the victims and avoid adding burdens by submitting "any evidence", which does not necessarily mean "paper documents" for verification.

This vague statement, devoid of a clear directive or policy change, does not sound very reassuring.

Lest we forget, the Office of the Public Sector Development Commission (OPDC) announced that with digital information linkage, Thai citizens are no longer required to submit a copy of their ID or household registration when dealing with government agencies -- a policy supposedly in effect since 2021.

In short, the time for paper requirements and copies of official documents should have passed.

The people of Hat Yai have endured devastating floods; it would be tragic for them to be overwhelmed again -- this time by red tape.
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									India seeks strong growth as key tests loom								

															

																In the aftermath of World War II, the end of colonial rule produced a wave of newly independent -- and mostly poor -- countries, which were labelled "developing economies".
But two giants, China and India, immediately stood out. Both suffered from crushingly low per-capita incomes and were governed by political movements promising to boost economic growth and raise living standards. In China, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) built a revolutionary state, while India's Congress Party established a secular democracy.

For years, neither country delivered the prosperity its leaders had promised. Then, in the late 1970s and early 1980s, the CCP broke with ideological dogma and embraced economic reforms. The results were astonishing: by the 1990s, Chinese per-capita income was rising at breakneck speed. India's economy, by contrast, remained stagnant even as its democracy thrived.

The balance has shifted since then. China's annual GDP growth rate, though still a respectable 5%, has slowed markedly. India, meanwhile, has been gaining momentum. According to the International Monetary Fund, the country's GDP is expected to grow by 6.6% in 2025 and 6.2% in 2026, making it the fastest-growing major emerging economy.

This reversal owes as much to politics as it does to economics. Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru, India's first prime minister, aimed to establish a firmly secular state anchored in strong democratic institutions. Aside from a brief interruption in the late 1970s, that democratic framework has endured.

Yet for decades, India lagged far behind its peers in generating the kind of rapid economic growth seen in Brazil, Turkey, and especially South Korea. Average incomes remained among the lowest in the developing world.

While Deng Xiaoping's reforms in the early 1980s jolted China out of stagnation and ushered in decades of growth, India did not act until a balance-of-payments crisis in the 1990s forced the government to implement long-delayed reforms. By 2010, India's growth rate had inched ahead of China's.

These economic gains, however, did little to protect India's political establishment from public discontent. In 2014, the Congress party suffered a humiliating election defeat, clearing the way for Narendra Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Once in power, Mr Modi and the BJP broke from India's longstanding commitment to secularism, with Mr Modi openly championing the idea of a Hindu state.

In 2024, Mr Modi outlined an ambitious goal: transforming India into a fully developed economy by 2047. Achieving that vision would require sustaining annual growth of 7-8%, high levels of infrastructure investment, and ambitious structural reforms. Meeting Mr Modi's 2047 goal will be challenging. For starters, India faces powerful geopolitical headwinds. Under President Donald Trump, the US has imposed a steep 50% tariff on Indian imports as punishment for India's purchases of Russian oil.

But India's biggest challenges remain domestic. To cultivate the human capital an advanced economy requires, India's education system must be dramatically improved in terms of both quality and access, with many more students pursuing some form of tertiary schooling. Social programmes will have to be expanded and modernised to reduce poverty and support growth.

Strained public finances complicate that task. The central government, along with many Indian states, runs persistent deficits. But that is only part of the problem, as rising public debt and a widening current-account deficit leave the economy more exposed to shocks. These vulnerabilities are compounded by corporate balance-sheet risks: several major companies carry significant foreign-currency debt while their revenue is in rupees, so any sharp depreciation could leave highly leveraged firms struggling to service their obligations.

Moreover, India cannot continue to marginalise its nearly 200 million Muslim citizens and still achieve Mr Modi's goal of reaching developed-country status by 2047.

But India has a rare opportunity to advance its economic goals while bolstering democratic resilience. To do that, it must pair faster growth with institutional reform and a renewed commitment to secular governance, and if it does, it will demonstrate the power of democracy to deliver broad-based prosperity. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Anne O Krueger, a former World Bank chief economist and former first deputy managing director of the International Monetary Fund, is Senior Research Professor of International Economics at the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies and Senior Fellow at the Center for International Development at Stanford University.
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																Much has been said about the scourge of online scams and cybercrime.
In terms of action, Thailand has exactly 15 days to prove to the global community that it has the mettle to deal with scammers.

This month, Bangkok is hosting the International Conference on Global Partnership Against Online Scams on Dec 17-18.

This international conference is a crucial opportunity for Thailand to position itself in its internal effort to fight against scammers. At a recent press briefing, Vice Foreign Minister Vijavat Isarabhakdi said that Thailand intends to use this international conference to forge a truly global partnership against online scams and promote a more coordinated global response.

Thailand declared war on scammers in October, when Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul pledged the country's commitment to counter them at the Asean summit.

Since then, there have been some actions against the scammers along Thailand's volatile borders with Cambodia and Myanmar.

Yet, cybercrime and scammers are complex and elusive activities that involve networks in other countries. It needs to collaborate with foreign governments and other agencies at the local and international levels to make the suppression more integrated and systematic.

The latest crackdown, with reports of transactions by a transnational scam network, and even reports of scams over the past several weeks, has clearly shown the complexity of these crimes.

PM Anutin needs to do more to keep up with the game.

As the regional hub of trade and financial transactions, the Thai government has to devote more effort to detecting and preventing cybercrime and related underground activities, such as human trafficking and money laundering. The current efforts and guardrails are not sufficient to rein in the scammers.

The crucial move now is to prevent criminal groups from exploiting existing financial and securities systems. It is an open secret that scammers can move money around in and out of Thailand at Shinkansen speed.

In recent months, the government has cracked down on the so-called banshee maa or mule accounts to stop illegal financial transactions. But it is just a small step and insufficient. Still, scammers can deftly launder money by investing in real estate or cryptocurrencies, or by investing their ill-gotten gains in stock markets, or by opening large businesses such as real estate, to evade official scrutiny.

Scammers and cybercrime are threats to the Asean region, too. These underground syndicates have already made Southeast Asia their main operating ground. They have made use of the region's weak points, ie, weak border management, gaps in digital oversight, and weak financial monitoring.

At the recent Asean National Police (Aseanpol) meeting in Bangkok, Mr Anutin openly admitted that the regional bloc has become a prime target for transnational criminal groups. They have damaged regional security and hurt investors' confidence. The incoming Philippine Asean chair has already placed cybercrimes at the top of the Asean agenda.

At the global level, Thailand has been proactive in emphasising the dangers of online scams. The Ministry of Digital Economy and Society has just joined 67 other countries to sign the UN Convention against Cybercrime. In October, during the Inter-Parliamentary Union meeting in Geneva, Thailand also pushed online scams and cyber crimes as an urgent global concern, much to the chagrin of neighbouring countries, which tried to block the initiative.

As the two-day cybercrime conference approaches, Thailand must intensify its crackdown and put in place reliable guardrails to demonstrate to the world that the country has safeguards to protect its domestic financial ecosystem.

Right now, it is not. Despite the government's crackdown, numerous mule accounts continue to slip through weak identity checks. Fraudulent investment platforms operate with key top-echelon officials turning a blind eye. Another loophole is online securities activities, which have escaped monitoring. Concerned authorities and the private sector still work in a silo without sharing data and information.

The private financial sector must show more support. Cybercrime and scammers are not the mafia and criminals that we are familiar with. They are tech-savvy individuals who have used fintech and digital innovation to dupe victims and move money at lightning speed. As such, commercial banks, brokers and digital payment must scale up their efforts to detect illegal transactions and dubious investments.

Still, there are reasons for Thailand to hope for better. Recently, the government froze the assets of scam operators and local politicians found to be related to scam networks.

On Nov 6, Mr Anutin chaired the signing of an MoU among 15 agencies, including law enforcement, financial regulators, the Bank of Thailand, the securities regulator, telecom regulators, banking and private-sector associations, to coordinate a national crackdown on cyber scams and money laundering via digital assets. This significant collaboration is expected to improve oversight of financial transactions.

Online scammers are part of the tensions between Thailand and Cambodia. Like parasites, they have made use of the porous border to move between two countries, build safe houses, and call centre bases.

In Thailand's political landscape, scams are no longer just another crime like narcotics or trafficking. It is part of the "twin crisis" that the Anutin government is facing. The other crisis is the management of the Hat Yai flood.

It is also notable that opposition parties have targeted this twin crisis to attack Mr Anutin's leadership. The government's inability to control online scams has been linked to failures in border management and national security.

At this juncture, Thailand must prove its anti-scam campaign with bold actions -- words are no longer enough.

Prime Minister Anutin has the power to beef up both government and private-sector accountability. Therefore, when the cybercrime conference starts on Dec 17, the host country can speak with authority and earn global respect.
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																The government's decision to extradite Vietnamese human rights activist Y Quynh Bdap to Vietnam rings loud alarm bells about Thailand's growing role in transnational repression. On Wednesday, the Court of Appeal upheld a 2024 lower court ruling ordering Bdap's return to Vietnam, where he was sentenced in absentia in January 2024 on terrorism charges. Living in Thailand since 2018 as a UN-recognised refugee, he was arrested last year at Hanoi's request.
The United Nations and National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) repeatedly urged the government to halt the deportation, saying Bdap was in the process of resettlement to a third country and remained under the protection of the UNHCR.

Bdap is the latest example of a Thai foreign policy posture that contradicts international human rights standards -- and Thailand's own laws.

Although Thailand has signed repatriation agreements with numerous governments, the Prevention and Suppression of Torture and Enforced Disappearance Act of 2022 explicitly prohibits returning anyone to a country where they may face torture.

Yet last year, authorities forcibly returned six Cambodian opposition activists and a young child to Cambodia, seemingly to appease the demands of Prime Minister Hun Manet.

An even more blatant example came earlier this year when Thailand extradited more than 40 Uyghurs to China at Beijing's request. Last month, an NHRC inquiry into that case concluded the government had violated human rights and the principle of non-refoulement.

The broader question is how far Thailand is prepared to go to police free expression on behalf of foreign governments.

Quite far, it seems.

Consider the case of Australian journalist Murray Hunter, who will stand trial on Dec 22 in a Thai criminal court for criticising Malaysia's Communications and Multimedia Commission (MCMC). The MCMC, part of Malaysia's media-regulatory apparatus, previously won a civil defamation case against Hunter in Malaysia in October 2024 -- a ruling he says he was never informed of.

Hunter, who lives in southern Thailand, was arrested in September at Suvarnabhumi airport while awaiting a flight to Hong Kong.

He faces four counts of "defamation by publication" under Section 328 of the Criminal Code over four Substack posts published in April last year. Though released on bail, his passport has been confiscated. If found guilty, he could face up to eight years in a Thai prison for criticising a Malaysian authority in blog posts.

This case has baffled even local journalists unfamiliar with Hunter or his reporting on Malaysian regulators. How -- and why -- has the Thai justice system become entangled in a defamation dispute between an Australian citizen and the Malaysian government? It is not hard to imagine this precedent emboldening other governments to pursue charges against their critics or outspoken foreign journalists operating from Thailand.

Worryingly, this trend is no longer confined to the courts. Transboundary repression is already seeping into the cultural sphere.

In August, the Bangkok Art and Culture Centre removed or altered artworks related to Hong Kong, Tibet and Xinjiang after pressure from the Chinese Embassy. Once this genie is out of the bottle, the only question left is: who will be targeted next?
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        Thai voice behind Detective Conan and Doraemon stilled
        Arunee Nanthiwat, whose voice was featured in the Thai versions of several Japanese animation series, notably Detective Conan, has died at the age of 69.

      

      
        New movies out this week: Dec 4-10
        13 new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.&nbsp;

      

      
        Eurovision members debate call to boycott Israel
        GENEVA - Israel's participation in the Eurovision Song Contest will be debated at a two-day meeting of member broadcasters in Geneva starting on Thursday, following calls to exclude the country over its Gaza war tactics.
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        Holiday Inn Bangkok is turning up the festive cheer this year with joyful celebrations, live entertainment and indulgent dining experiences that keep the holiday spirit alive from Christmas right through to New Year's Day.&nbsp;

      

      
        Where Festive Magic Meets Cultural Discovery
        As the year draws to a close, the festive season returns as a moment to reconnect, reflect and welcome the promise of a new beginning. This year, Minor Hotels unveils an inspiring collection of festive programmes across Asia and the Maldives, each blending local heritage, seasonal traditions and unforgettable experiences. From mystical jungles and Mekong river trails to Maldivian shores and...

      

      
        A Sparkling Season of Festivities at InterContinental Bangkok
        InterContinental Bangkok welcomes guests to embrace the magic of the festive season with a dazzling array of dining experiences and joyful gatherings designed to bring together friends, families, and loved ones. From luxurious buffet feasts and refined Cantonese banquets to festive afternoon teas and rooftop celebrations, the hotel transforms into a haven of...
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									Thai voice behind Detective Conan and Doraemon stilled

									Fans of Japanese animation pay tribute to 'Aunty Tuk', who has died at 69
								

									Arunee Nanthiwat, whose voice was featured in the Thai versions of several Japanese animation series, notably Detective Conan, has died at the age of 69.
									The Channel 9 Cartoon Facebook account announced her passing on Thursday, without elaborating on the cause of her death.

Arunee, widely known as Aunty Tuk, is best remembered by Japanese manga fans as the Thai voice of Detective Conan, and Suneo, a rich friend of Nobita in the Doraemon series. Her voice was also dubbed in more than 100 other Japanese cartoon series and movies.

She began her career as the voice for the Japanese characters in 1982, mostly for Channel 9 (now Modern Nine TV of Mcot Plc). Her dedication and achievement were recognised with the TV Gold Award in 2017.

Fans of Japanese cartoons bade farewell to her on the Chanel 9 account and other platforms, including Conan Thai.

"She's a familiar voice to me from when I was a kid," Pond Nathadon wrote on the Channel 9 page.

"Thank you for your voices on several cartoon characters which made my childhood life and that of other kids fulfilled," Siva Namasonthi said.

[image: Detective Conan and Co were in Bangkok in October last year for the Exhibition Detective Conan 30th Anniversary at River City Bangkok RCB Galleria. (Photo: Nutthawat Wichieanbut)]
Detective Conan and Co were in Bangkok in October last year for the Detective Conan 30th Anniversary exhibition at River City Bangkok RCB Galleria. (Photo: Nutthawat Wichieanbut)



Arunee was born on June 21, 1956, in Bangkok. Her admirers sent her best wishes on the Fans of Thai-dubbed Movies Facebook page when her birthday came this year.

"Happy birthday Aunty Tuk. You're my idol. I really love your voices in all cartoon characters," a fan named Kajornsiri Niempoog wrote.
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									New movies out this week: Dec 4-10

									'Five Nights At Freddy's 2' is based on the horror video game of the same name
								

									13 new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week. 
									[image: ]

Sisu 2 (Sisu Road To Revenge)

Directed by Jalmari Helander.

Who's in it?

Jorma Tommila, Stephen Lang and Richard Brake.

What's it about? 

A man returns to dismantle his family's house, where they were murdered in war, to rebuild it elsewhere. When the killer, a Red Army commander, tracks him down, a brutal cross-country pursuit begins.

Why watch it? 

According to Helander, the film's intended tone and action-oriented focus were influenced by "Indiana Jones", "James Bond" and also the films by Buster Keaton.

[image: ]

Five Nights At Freddy's 2

Directed by Emma Tammi. 

Who's in it? 

The voices of Josh Hutcherson, Elizabeth Lail and Piper Rubio.

What's it about? 

Anyone can survive five nights. This time, there will be no second chances.

Why watch it? 

Like Five Nights At Freddy's (2023), Jim Henson's Creature Shop provided the animatronics for the movie.

[image: ]

Garo: Taiga

Directed by Keita Amemiya and Masaki Suzumura.

Who's in it? 

Shoichiro Kitada, Rika Kashima, Kazuki Namioka and Toshiki Seto.

What's it about?

Lurking among us are the Horrors, ancient enemies of our kind hailing from another realm. Holding the line against them, down through the ages, are the Makai Knights. Across generations, the men of the Saejima family have assumed the lupine aspect and magical armour of Golden Knight Garo -- Raiga, before him Kouga, and before him Taiga, whose spirit has watched over his descendants. Little of Taiga's tale has been revealed -- until now. A new adventure harkens back to Taiga's tenure as Garo, recalling his childhood training, his dedicated pursuit of his demonic foes, and the challenge he faces when a sacred artefact containing the souls of four elemental guardian spirits is stolen by Jado, a powerful Horror, who plans to unleash legions of evil into our world.

Why watch it?

A theatrical prequel film commemorating the 20th anniversary of the Garo franchise. 

[image: ]

Nobody

Directed by Yu Shui.

Who's in it?

The voices of Ziping Chen, Wenliang Dong, Yang Lu and Cong Liu.

What's it about?

Four lower-level yaoguai that take the form of a boar, toad, weasel and gorilla decide to disguise themselves as the characters of "Journey To The West" and go on a quest to gain immortality.

Why watch it?

A Chinese animated fantasy film.

[image: ]

Soloz: Game Of Life

Directed by Syafiq Yusof.

Who's in it? 

Hun Haqeem, Ikmal Amry and Mohd Syafie Naswip.

What's it about? 

A gamer goes through various challenges to succeed as a professional and successful player in the arena of mobile video games, "Mobile Legends: Bang Bang (MLBB)". Together with his teammates, they learn about the value of friendship and sportsmanship.

Why watch it? 

Features Mobile Legends: Bang Bang (2016).

[image: ]

Kang Baan (Our House)

Directed by Kongkiat Khomsiri and Nopphan Bunyai.

Who's in it?

Bowkylion, Teeradetch Metawarayut and Sarunrat Puagpipat.

What's it about? 

A successful sales executive and his pregnant wife find their dream home. But after moving in, strange occurrences begin to happen, while a mysterious connection between the husband and the house next door emerges.

Why watch it?

Thai horror.

[image: ]

8-ban deguchi (The Exit 8)

Directed by Genki Kawamura.

Who's in it?

Kazunari Ninomiya, Yamato Kochi and Naru Asanuma.

What's it about? 

A man becomes increasingly desperate when he realises he is trapped in a subway station, needing to complete a mission to get out.

Why watch it? 

Remake of The Exit 8 (2023).



Premieres on Dec 6

[image: ]

Perfume ZO/Z5 Anniversary

What's it about?

A special concert series held by the Japanese electro-pop group Perfume to celebrate their 25th anniversary of formation and 20th anniversary of their major debut.



Premieres on Dec 10

[image: ]

Eternity

Directed by David Freyne.

Who's in it?

Miles Teller, Elizabeth Olsen and Callum Turner.

What's it about?

In an afterlife where souls have one week to decide where to spend eternity, Joan is faced with the impossible choice between the man she spent her life with and her first love, who died young and has waited decades for her to arrive.

Why watch it?

Pat Cunnane, son of Congresswoman Madeline Dean, wrote the script for Eternity and it was voted onto The Black List of best unproduced screenplays in 2022.

[image: ]

Kowloon Generic Romance

Directed by Chihiro Ikeda.

Who's in it?

Riho Yoshioka, Koshi Mizukami and Virginia Chien.

What's it about?

A love story that takes place in Kowloon Walled City.

Why watch it?

Based on the Japanese manga series of the same name, written and illustrated by Jun Mayuzuki. 

[image: ]

Gekijo-ban Jujutsu Kaisen Shibuya Jihen Tokubetsu Henshu-ban x Shimetsu Kaiyu Senko Joei (Jujutsu Kaisen: Execution)

Directed by Shouta Goshozono.

Who's in it? 

The voices of Jun'ya Enoki, Subaru Kimura and Yuichi Nakamura.

What's it about? 

A veil abruptly descends over the busy Shibuya area amid the bustling Halloween crowds, trapping countless civilians inside. In the aftermath, 19 colonies across Japan are transformed into dens of curses.

[image: ]

L'homme qui retrecit (The Shrinking Man but in Thailand: The Incredible Shrinking Man)

Directed by Jan Kounen.

Who's in it?

Jean Dujardin, Marie-Josee Croze and Daphne Richard.

What's it about?

Shipbuilder inexplicably shrinks, gets trapped in a basement, few inches tall. Must fight for survival in a now-hostile ordinary household environment. 

Why watch it?

Sci-fi premise, no explanation given for the shrinking phenomenon. 

[image: ]

Diva, La Vie

Directed by Kittiphak "Title" Thongauam.

Who's in it? 

Jacqueline Muench, Chawarin Perdpiriyawong, Thongchai Thongkanthom and Ninew Phetdankaeo.

What's it about? 

Four top singers are brought together to perform in the same concert, but rivalry gets the better of them. As legendary diva Plaifun is preparing to make her comeback to the music scene after a seven-year hiatus, she plans an extravagant concert. When she invites the Gen Z LGBTQ+ idol trio "Gang Takhli"-- rap queen Pitta P., folk star Laila, and prince of T-pop Copter -- to join her on stage, the press conference ignites a firestorm, sparking an all-out-war between Plaifun and the idols.

Why watch it?

Looks a bit like the current MU drama. 
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									Eurovision members debate call to boycott Israel

									
								

									GENEVA - Israel's participation in the Eurovision Song Contest will be debated at a two-day meeting of member broadcasters in Geneva starting on Thursday, following calls to exclude the country over its Gaza war tactics.
									Countries including Iceland, Ireland, Spain and the Netherlands, have threatened in recent months to pull out of the 2026 contest if Israel takes part.

Others, including Belgium, Finland and Sweden, have also indicated they were considering a boycott over the situation in Gaza.

In justifying its decision, Dutch broadcaster AVROTROS highlighted a "serious violation of press freedom" by Israel in Gaza.

It accused Israel of "proven interference... during the last edition of the Song Contest" -- in which it came second -- by lobbying the public overseas to vote for it.

The European Broadcasting Union (EBU), which organises the glitzy competition, had planned to convene member broadcasters in November for a vote on the issue.

But a few days after the October 10 announcement of a ceasefire agreement between Israel and Hamas, the EBU postponed a decision until its ordinary general assembly on Dec 4 and 5.

Then last month, in an apparent bid to avoid a contentious vote, the EBU announced that it had changed its voting rules to address members' concerns and to strengthen "trust and transparency".

During this week's meeting, broadcasters will therefore be asked to consider whether the new measures are sufficient or whether they still wish to see a vote on Israel's participation.

Boycott calls

ORF, the public broadcaster in Austria, which will host the 2026 contest, has expressed hope that a consensus can be reached so that it can host "as many participants as possible".

But other broadcasters have suggested the new EBU measures are insufficient.

Iceland's RUV said last week it would call for Israel to be expelled before determining its own participation in the 2026 edition.

Spain's public broadcaster reaffirmed its intention to boycott the competition if Israel is allowed to take part.

"Israel has politically used the contest, has tried to influence the outcome, and has not been sanctioned for this conduct," said RTVE president Jose Pablo Lopez.

Slovenia's public broadcaster is also set to snub the contest, judging from a budget passed last week that included no funds for participation.

But if at the EBU General Assembly "there is a vote on whether Israel should or should not participate at the Eurovision contest, and, if the result is that they do not participate, then we would propose... to participate", said RTV Slovenija chief Natasa Gorscak.

The EBU rule changes came after the past two contests saw the Israeli acts receive little backing from professional juries but a surge of support from the public vote.

That catapulted Eden Golan from the depths of the jury rankings to fifth place in Malmo, Sweden in 2024, and Yuval Raphael to second place in Basel, Switzerland, this year.

If Israel is excluded, it would not be the first time a broadcaster is barred.

Russia was excluded following its 2022 invasion of Ukraine, while Belarus had been excluded a year earlier after the contested re-election of President Alexander Lukashenko.
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									Festive Feasts and Fun at Holiday Inn Bangkok

									A season of vibrant dining, live music and countdown celebrations from Christmas to New Year's Eve.
								

									Holiday Inn Bangkok is turning up the festive cheer this year with joyful celebrations, live entertainment and indulgent dining experiences that keep the holiday spirit alive from Christmas right through to New Year's Day. 
									
Families can gather at Ginger for a buffet brimming with seasonal favourites. On Christmas Eve (24 Dec 2025) and Christmas Day (25 Dec 2025), guests can savour roast turkey, seafood thermidor, slow-cooked BBQ pork ribs and pan-fried salmon with miso glaze -- all set to the sounds of live carollers. 




* Christmas Eve Lunch (12.00-14.30): THB 1,190++ per person * Christmas Eve Dinner (18.00-22.30): THB 1,990++ per person * Christmas Day Lunch (12.00-14.30): THB 1,590++ per person 




Children aged five and under dine free when accompanied by a paying adult. 




Ring out 2025 in delicious style with Ginger's New Year's Eve Dinner Buffet & Pool BBQ on 31 Dec 2025 (18.00-22.30). A lively band keeps the ambience high as diners enjoy a mix of Thai favourites and festive highlights -- THB 1,800++ per person. The celebration continues on 1 Jan 2026 with a relaxed New Year's Day Lunch Buffet (12.00-14.30) at THB 1,300++ per person. 




For those who like their festivities with a soundtrack, Beer Republic delivers non-stop party energy. From 20 Nov 2025 - 5 Jan 2026, tuck into the Festive BBQ menu starting from THB 200++ per dish, perfectly paired with an ice-cold beer or curated cocktails (11.30-24.00 daily). On New Year's Eve, it becomes one of Bangkok's hottest countdown spots, with a live band playing until 01.00, a la carte specials, late-night snacks and drinks flowing into 2026. 




Looking for something more laid-back? ConneXion offers seasonal cocktails, mocktails and Christmas treats from THB 70 net (10 Dec 2025 - 5 Jan 2026), open 08.00-23.00 daily. Carol singers add extra sparkle on 24-25 Dec, while New Year's Eve sees the drinks list shine with celebratory bubbles. 




Whether you're here for the buffets, the beats or the bubbles, Holiday Inn Bangkok has a celebration to match every festive mood. 




Reservations & Enquiries Email: dining.bkkhb@ihg.com | Tel: +66 (0) 2 656 1555 More information: HolidayInn.com/HIBangkok 




Unless indicated as net pricing, all prices are subject to a 10% service charge and applicable government taxes. 

[image: Festive Feasts and Fun at Holiday Inn Bangkok]
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									Where Festive Magic Meets Cultural Discovery

									Minor Hotels invites travellers to celebrate the season through curated experiences inspired by local heritage, wellness, and island adventure.
								

									As the year draws to a close, the festive season returns as a moment to reconnect, reflect and welcome the promise of a new beginning. This year, Minor Hotels unveils an inspiring collection of festive programmes across Asia and the Maldives, each blending local heritage, seasonal traditions and unforgettable experiences. From mystical jungles and Mekong river trails to Maldivian shores and Bangkok's glittering skyline, every destination offers its own interpretation of festive magic as 2025 gives way to 2026. 
									Anantara Koh Yao Yai Resort & Villas: A Mystical Himmapan 

On the serene shores of Koh Yao Yai, guests step into the mythical realm of Himmapan, where ancient Thai legends unfold amidst nature. Over two festive weeks, celebrations include floating sound baths beneath the New Moon, bonfire storytelling inspired by naga folklore, and hands-on workshops such as batik painting and maki roll making with local ingredients. Thai cultural rhythms muay ka yong, rum kra tob mai, beach fishing, craft-making and guided walks culminate in a full Thai Cultural Day on 1 January, beginning with a sunrise ceremony and traditional island breakfast. 

[image: ]

Anantara Layan Phuket Resort: Festive Glow and New Year Reset Journeys 

At Anantara Layan Phuket Resort, wellbeing takes centre stage. Layan Life by Anantara, the resort's wellness and longevity centre, presents festive journeys designed to restore balance and vitality. Throughout December, the Sparkling Holiday Glow Journey combines advanced diagnostics, Hydrafacial Platinum treatments and revitalising IV therapy. Guests seeking a fresh start may opt for Detox Cleanse or Gut Reset programmes, each offering personalised plans rooted in long-term wellness. 

Anantara Bophut Koh Samui Resort: Lotus Whispers 

Inspired by its appearance in HBO's The White Lotus Season 3, Anantara Bophut Koh Samui Resort introduces Lotus Whispers, a celebration of serenity and renewal. Guests enjoy rotating dining settings by the beachfront, lotus pond and at Guilty restaurant, while families delight in festive crafts and activities. At the resort's acclaimed spa, the White Lotus Indulgence Deluxe ritual offers two hours of deep relaxation using white lotus oil to restore inner calm. 

[image: Where Festive Magic Meets Cultural Discovery]

NH Collection Samui Peace Resort: Sparkle & Shine by the Sea 

At NH Collection Samui Peace Resort, the "Sparkle & Shine" New Year's Eve Celebration promises a feast of festive flavours and joyful energy. Guests indulge in a magnificent buffet overflowing with seasonal delicacies, paired with favourite drinks to keep spirits bright. Live entertainment builds excitement throughout the night, leading to a breathtaking fireworks display over the Koh Samui sky a dazzling welcome to 2026. 

Anantara Golden Triangle Elephant Camp & Resort: A Mekong Trade Journey 

In Northern Thailand's misty highlands, Anantara Golden Triangle brings Mekong heritage to life through Echoes from the Past, a festive programme inspired by ancient trade routes. Guests enjoy soulful jazz breakfasts, merit-making rituals and evenings by the fire with Explorer Cocktails. Christmas and New Year feasts highlight regional flavours amid graceful cultural performances. At Samsarn, Chef Parinda's Winter Odyssey menu showcases culinary influences from three Mekong cultures, creating an immersive festive dining experience. 

[image: Where Festive Magic Meets Cultural Discovery]

Anantara Siam Bangkok Hotel: Legacy in White 

In Bangkok, Anantara Siam elevates festive gifting with its luxurious hampers filled with handcrafted chocolates, cookies and artisanal preserves. Highlights include the coveted Advent Calendar and Siam Chocolate, created in collaboration with award-winning Chef Nouel Catis. His signature bar blends lotus root, pistachio, caramel, lemongrass, dark chocolate and coconut chips for a distinctive Thai-inspired indulgence. 

Avani+ Luang Prabang: Land, River and Spirit 

In the UNESCO World Heritage town of Luang Prabang, festivities at Avani+ draw inspiration from the land, river and spirit of the region. A traditional Baci ceremony opens the season, followed by festive meals celebrating Laotian warmth. Along the Mekong, sunset Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve dinner cruises create timeless moments. Throughout the week, guests enjoy cycling tours, water blessings, market visits and the iconic climb up Phousi Hill. 

[image: ]

Niyama Private Islands Maldives: Boho Luxe in Nature's Playground 

At Niyama Private Islands Maldives, festive celebrations unfold with boho luxe flair. Guests indulge, play and reconnect through an exciting line-up of visiting experts: celebrity chef Roberto Alcocer brings inventive Baja Mexican cuisine; fitness champion Shaune Stafford offers energising training sessions; and Jessica Klein leads yoga and Pilates classes. Creative guests may explore tattoo artistry with Erroic Tattoo or join holistic sessions with specialist Lorenzo Arcuri, making each day feel vibrant and unique. 

Avani+ Fares Maldives Resort: Tales of the Maldives 

At Avani+ Fares Maldives Resort, the season comes alive through Tales of the Maldives a colourful blend of culture, cuisine and island storytelling. Fares Baa'zaar transforms into a lively souk with street-food stalls, Bodu Beru beats and artisan crafts. Tales of Christmas brings cocktails, live music and a gala dinner under the stars, while Tales of Smugglers invites families on a playful pirate cruise followed by rum tastings, ribs and reggae for adults and open-air movie magic for children. 

[image: ]

NH Hotels in Bangkok: Urban Energy, Festive Spirit 

For travellers embracing Bangkok's holiday buzz, NH Bangkok Asoke offers effortless access to Christmas feasts, last-minute shopping and relaxed poolside countdowns. At NH Bangkok Sukhumvit Boulevard, celebrations rise skyward with rooftop dining, dancing and panoramic views as fireworks streak across the Sukhumvit skyline. 

Explore festive offers, seasonal menus and unforgettable celebrations across all Minor Hotels destinations at minorhotels.com/offers/festive-celebrations. 

[image: ]
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									A Sparkling Season of Festivities at InterContinental Bangkok 

									Celebrate the most wonderful time of the year with a world of gourmet delights, elegant gatherings, and joyful experiences at InterContinental Bangkok. 
								

									InterContinental Bangkok welcomes guests to embrace the magic of the festive season with a dazzling array of dining experiences and joyful gatherings designed to bring together friends, families, and loved ones. From luxurious buffet feasts and refined Cantonese banquets to festive afternoon teas and rooftop celebrations, the hotel transforms into a haven of warmth, flavour, and cheer. 
									

Festive Feasts at Espresso 




The hotel's renowned international dining destination, Espresso, takes centre stage this Christmas and New Year with a lavish buffet featuring seasonal favourites such as roasted whole turkey, honey-glazed ham, and decadent desserts. Carol singers and a special visit from Santa Claus add to the merriment on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, making every moment memorable. 





	Christmas Eve Lunch: THB 1,900++ per person / THB 950++ per child (6-12 years) 

	Christmas Eve Dinner: THB 2,900++ per person / THB 1,450++ per child 

	Christmas Day Lunch: THB 2,200++ per person / THB 1,100++ per child 

	Christmas Day Dinner: THB 1,900++ per person / THB 950++ per child 






Unlimited soft drinks and fresh juices are available for an additional THB 200++ per person, while beverage packages start from THB 900++ for free-flow drinks and THB 2,300++ including Champagne. Children aged five and under dine free with a paying adult. 




The celebration continues with New Year's Eve Dinner Buffet (THB 2,900++ or THB 3,900++ with Champagne) and New Year's Day Lunch and Dinner Buffets (THB 1,900++ per person). 

[image: ]




Refined Dining at Fireplace Grill and Bar 




Since 1966, Fireplace Grill and Bar has been synonymous with timeless European-inspired dining. This festive season, indulge in elegant dishes such as Escargots a la Bourguignonne, Stockyard Prime Rib, Stanbroke Sanchoku Wagyu Striploin, and Crepes Suzette, perfectly paired with fine wines and handcrafted cocktails. Lunch: 12.00-14.30 hrs | Dinner: 18.00-23.00 hrs Available on 24-25 and 31 December 2025. 




Cantonese Classics at Summer Palace 




Celebrate togetherness and prosperity at Summer Palace, where signature dishes such as Crispy Peking Duck (THB 1,380++) and Suckling Pig (THB 2,680++) take centre stage. A special festive dim sum selection complements the occasion, available throughout Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New Year's Eve, and New Year's Day (1 January 2026). Lunch: 11.30-14.30 hrs | Dinner: 18.00-22.30 hrs 

[image: ]




Vibrant Celebrations at SoCal 




Ring in the new year Californian-style at SoCal, where rustic Italian and Levantine-inspired dishes and upbeat energy come together. On New Year's Eve, guests can enjoy a lively evening with a la carte dining from 11.30-23.00 hrs, small plates from 22.00-01.00 hrs (starting at THB 230++), and a live DJ spinning tunes from 22.00-02.00 hrs. 




Sweet Delights and Elegant Afternoon Teas 




Butter offers the perfect festive gifting solution with its luxurious hampers (from THB 2,500 net to THB 7,200 net) filled with cakes, cookies, gingerbread, and fine wines--available daily from 28 November 2025 to 5 January 2026, 08.00-19.00 hrs. 




At Balcony Lounge, indulge in a Festive Afternoon Tea (THB 1,100++ per person or THB 1,990++ for two), featuring seasonal sweets and savouries accompanied by live piano melodies and carol singers on select days. Available from 28 November 2025 to 5 January 2026, 14.30-17.30 hrs. On New Year's Eve, a live band will perform from 20.00-01.00 hrs, setting the perfect mood for a sophisticated countdown. 

[image: ]






Countdown by the Pool 




Welcome 2026 in spectacular style at the Oasis Pool Countdown Party, where guests can enjoy live music and Champagne toasts against the glittering Bangkok skyline. Taking place on 31 December 2025, from 21.30 to 00.30 hrs, tickets are priced at THB 2,026++ per person, inclusive of one glass of Champagne. 




A Season to Remember 




Whether you are gathering for an intimate dinner, a grand celebration, or a moment of quiet indulgence, InterContinental Bangkok promises an unforgettable festive experience crafted with impeccable style, exquisite cuisine, and heartfelt hospitality. 




Unless specified as net pricing, all prices are in Thai Baht and subject to a 10% service charge and applicable government taxes. 




For reservations and inquiries, please contact InterContinental Bangkok at   dining.bkkhb@ihg.com | +66 (0) 2 656 0444  

bangkok.intercontinental.com 
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									Sustainability meets design impact at Sansiri's Aqua playground in Phuket

									Sansiri and Pipatchara transform discarded fishing nets into an outdoor interactive art experience promoting environmental awareness in Phuket
								

									Phuket's growing reputation as a global destination for sustainability and design takes center stage with the launch of AQUA PLAYGROUND, an immersive outdoor art installation running from November 29, 2025, to January 31, 2026, at The Society Social Space and in the yard at Canvas Cherngtalay new resort-style condominium. The exhibition reflects Sansiri's commitment to driving positive environmental change and highlights the potential of Phuket province to evolve as a global hub for design and sustainable innovation. 
									Developed in collaboration with PIPATCHARA, the Thai fashion brand known for its eco-conscious craftsmanship, the installation reimagines marine waste as purposeful design.

[image: ]


Designed to spark conversation and action around environmental conservation, the installation serves as a powerful creative platform that encourages individuals, teams and organisations to recognise the importance of sustainable practices in long-term. Sansiri has been a pioneer in this field, becoming the first organisation in Thailand to set a target of achieving net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, while actively promoting systematic waste management through its ongoing "Waste to WORTH Separate Waste, Create Value" initiative. This programme extends across Sansiri's organisation, construction sites and residential communities, raising awareness about waste separation, proper sorting and recycling.

From abandoned fishing nets retrieved from the sea, AQUA PLAYGROUND project connects creativity with purpose. Sansiri and PIPATCHARA have reimagined ocean waste, with more than 700 modular art pieces created from discarded fishing nets collected from the ocean, transforming marine waste into an inspiring outdoor art experience. AQUA PLAYGROUND will be held in conjunction with Thailand Biennale Phuket 2025, offering free entry to the public from November 29, 2025, to January 31, 2026.

[image: ]


The interactive outdoor sculpture, the concept reflects Sansiri Phuket's vision of inclusive growth, moving forward sustainability in harmony with design, mirroring the brand's philosophy of Connect + Inspire. In total, the installation eliminates more than 1,500 kilograms of fishing net waste, with each modular unit removing 1-2 kilograms from the marine environment. The pieces are presented in three ocean-inspired colours - blue, green, and deep maroon - derived from 100% recycled fishing nets, developed in collaboration with URF factory to ensure both aesthetic quality and structural durability.

AQUA PLAYGROUND is designed as a shared space where people of all ages can play, explore and learn about sustainability through creative expression. Visitors are invited to build, imagine and interact actively with the art pieces, experiencing first-hand how creativity can turn waste into something meaningful.

[image: ]


In the past, over 64,000 tonnes of fishing nets are abandoned or lost in the ocean, taking up to 600 years to decompose. These 'ghost nets' pose severe threats to marine life such as whales, dolphins, turtles and seals, as well as damaging coral reefs. Through AQUA PLAYGROUND, Sansiri hopes to raise awareness and inspire the next generation to view sustainability not as a distant concept, but as a beautiful, achievable part of everyday life.

AQUA PLAYGROUND EXHIBITION Venue: The Society, Social Space at Cherngtalay, Bangtao, Phuket and in the yard at Canvas Cherngtalay new resort-style condominium Date: 29 Nov 2025 - 31 Jan 2026 Free Admission. www.sansiri.com/thesociety

[image: ]
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									Doctor jailed for supplying ketamine to 'Friends' star Matthew Perry

									
								

									LOS ANGELES - A doctor who supplied Friends star Matthew Perry with ketamine in the months before he fatally overdosed, musing to a fellow physician over "how much this moron will pay" for the drug, was jailed in California on Wednesday.
									Salvador Plasencia, 44, is the first of five people to face justice over Perry's 2023 death in the hot tub of his Los Angeles home.

Plasencia was ordered to serve 30 months in prison for supplying the drug to the actor - who had well documented struggles with addiction - at grossly inflated prices.

In a victim impact statement filed with the court, Perry's mother Suzanne Perry and his stepfather, Keith Morrison, said Plasencia - who did not supply the fatal dose of the drug - had neglected his duty as a doctor.

"Matthew's recovery counted on you saying NO," they wrote.

"Your motives? I can't imagine. A doctor whose life is devoted to helping people?"

Plasencia's attorneys, Karen Goldstein and Debra White, who had argued for a probationary sentence, said their client, who has surrendered his medical license, was filled with regret.

"He is not a villain. He is someone who made serious mistakes in his treatment decisions involving the off-label use of ketamine -- a drug commonly used for depression that does not have uniform standards," they said after the sentencing.

"The mistakes he made over the 13 days during which he treated Mr Perry will stay with him forever."

Another doctor, Mark Chavez, pleaded guilty in October to conspiring to distribute ketamine to Perry.

Plasencia allegedly bought ketamine off Chavez and sold it to the American-Canadian actor at hugely inflated prices.

"I wonder how much this moron will pay," Plasencia wrote in one text message presented by prosecutors.

The four other people who have also admitted their part in supplying drugs to the actor will be sentenced over the coming months.

They include Jasveen Sangha, the alleged "Ketamine Queen" who supplied drugs to high-end clients and celebrities, who could be jailed for up to 65 years.

Perry's live-in personal assistant and another man pleaded guilty in August to charges of conspiracy to distribute ketamine.

Addiction struggles

The actor's lengthy struggles with substance addiction were well-documented, but his death at age 54 sent shockwaves through the global legions of Friends fans.

A criminal investigation was launched soon after an autopsy discovered he had high levels of ketamine - an anesthetic - in his system.

In a plea deal with prosecutors, Plasencia said he went to Perry's home to administer ketamine by injection and distributed 20 vials of the drug over a roughly two-week period in autumn 2023.

Perry had been taking ketamine as part of supervised therapy for depression.

But prosecutors say that before his death he became addicted to the substance, which also has psychedelic properties and is a popular party drug.

First airing between 1994 and 2004, the televised comedy Friends followed the lives of six New Yorkers navigating adulthood, dating and careers, drew a massive following and made megastars of previously unknown actors.

Perry's role as the sarcastic man-child Chandler brought him fabulous wealth, but hid a dark struggle with addiction to painkillers and alcohol.

In 2018, he suffered a drug-related burst colon and underwent multiple surgeries.

In his 2022 memoir Friends, Lovers and the Big Terrible Thing, Perry described going through detox dozens of times.

"I have mostly been sober since 2001," he wrote, "save for about sixty or seventy little mishaps."
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									Netflix airs Diddy doc despite imprisoned mogul's legal threat

									Streaming service says video used in series was legally obtained
								

									NEW YORK - An explosive docuseries about Sean "Diddy" Combs -- produced by his longtime rival 50 Cent -- has been released on Netflix, despite the disgraced music mogul's attempts to block its airing.
									The four-part Sean Combs: The Reckoning chronicles the career and dramatic fall of the 56-year-old rapper and record executive, who was sentenced in October to 50 months in prison for prostitution-related crimes.

During his trial, a New York court heard how he coerced his former girlfriend Casandra Ventura into performing so-called "freak offs" -- sexual marathons with hired men that Combs directed and sometimes filmed.

The Netflix series features interviews with other associates who detail his allegedly predatory behavior, as well as with two people who claim that the hip-hop star sexually assaulted them.

Combs's lawyers had sought to halt the show's Tuesday release, sending a cease and desist letter to Netflix a day earlier claiming an apparent copyright violation.

They point to footage in the show of Combs speaking with his legal team days before his September 2024 arrest, in which he urges them to "find somebody that will work with us, that has dealt in the dirtiest of dirty business of media and propaganda."

Juda Engelmayer, Combs's spokesperson, told AFP that the artist had been capturing the video to "tell his own story, in his own way."

"It is fundamentally unfair, and illegal, for Netflix to misappropriate that work."

Netflix, in a statement cited by the Washington Post, said the footage of Combs was legally obtained.

Engelmayer also complained that rapper Curtis "50 Cent" Jackson was allowed to executive produce the documentary series, calling him a "longtime adversary with a personal vendetta who has spent too much time slandering Mr Combs."

The pair have a feud that dates back to the mid-2000s, when 50 Cent released a diss track accusing Combs of knowing who murdered famed rapper The Notorious B.I.G. in 1997.

Combs was convicted in July of two counts of transporting people across state lines for prostitution. But a jury acquitted him of the most serious charges: sex trafficking and racketeering.

He is currently being held in a low-security federal prison 130km south of New York. He is due to be released in May 2028.
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									Meta starts removing under-16s from social media in Australia

									
								

									SYDNEY - Tech giant Meta said on Thursday it is starting to remove under-16s in Australia from Instagram, Threads and Facebook ahead of the country's world-first youth social media ban.
									Australia is requiring major online platforms, also including TikTok and YouTube, to block underage users by Wednesday, when the new law comes into force.

Companies face fines of A$49.5 million (1 billion baht) if they fail to take "reasonable steps" to comply.

"While we are working hard to remove all users who we understand to be under the age of 16 by 10 December, compliance with the law will be an ongoing and multi-layered process," a Meta spokesperson said.

Younger users can save and download their online histories, the spokesperson for the US company added.

"Before you turn 16, we will notify you that you will soon be allowed to regain access to these platforms, and your content will be restored exactly as you left it."

Hundreds of thousands of adolescents are expected to be impacted by the ban, with Instagram alone reporting about 350,000 Australian users aged 13 to 15.

Some popular apps and websites such as Roblox, Pinterest and WhatsApp are exempt, but the list remains under review.

'Weird'

Meta said it was committed to complying with the Australian law, but it called for app stores to be held accountable for checking ages instead.

"The government should require app stores to verify age and obtain parental approval whenever teens under 16 download apps, eliminating the need for teens to verify their age multiple times across different apps," the spokesperson said.

"Social media platforms could then use this verified age information to ensure teens are in age-appropriate experiences."

YouTube has also attacked the social media ban.

The video-streaming giant said this week the new law would make young Australians "less safe" because under-16s could still visit the website without an account but would lose YouTube safety filters.

But Australia's communications minister described its argument as "weird".

Self-esteem

"If YouTube is reminding us all that it is not safe and there's content not appropriate for age-restricted users on their website, that's a problem that YouTube needs to fix," Communications Minister Anika Wells said this week.

Wells told reporters some Australian teens had killed themselves as algorithms "latched on" -- targeting them with content that drained their self-esteem.

"This specific law will not fix every harm occurring on the internet, but it will make it easier for kids to chase a better version of themselves," she said.

An internet rights group last week launched a legal challenge to halt the ban.

The Digital Freedom Project said it had challenged the laws in Australia's High Court, calling them an "unfair" assault on freedom of speech.

Australia expects rebellious teens will do their best to skirt the laws. Guidelines warn they might try to upload fake IDs or use AI to make their photos appear older.

Platforms are expected to devise their own means to stop this happening, but "no solution is likely to be 100% effective", the internet safety watchdog has said.

There is keen interest in whether Australia's sweeping restrictions can work as regulators around the globe wrestle with the potential dangers of social media.

Malaysia indicated it was planning to block children under 16 from signing up to social media accounts next year, while New Zealand will introduce a similar ban.
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