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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Navy deployment marred by friendly fire, lost jets, collision at sea
        Tara  Copp

        The Truman aircraft carrier group conducted airstrikes for 52 days straight. Investigators found that not all of its ships or crews were ready for such intensity.

      

      
        Democratic congressman: 'Troubling' boat strike video shows survivors in 'distress'
        Maegan Vazquez, Noah Robertson

        Adm. Frank M. Bradley is attending meetings with lawmakers after an attack on alleged drug smugglers included a follow-up strike that killed two survivors.

      

      
        Senate Democrats set up last-ditch vote to extend Obamacare subsidies
        Theodoric Meyer, Riley Beggin

        The measure would keep Affordable Care Act subsidies in place for three years. But it's not expected to get enough Republican support to pass.

      

      
        White House renames building the 'Donald J. Trump Institute of Peace'
        Dan Diamond, Alec Dent, Katharine Houreld

        The change comes as Trump officials tout his peace deals and prepare to host leaders from Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo to sign an accord.

      

      
        Tracking who Trump is appointing to fill key administration roles
        Chris Alcantara, Eric Lau, Nick Mourtoupalas

        Follow President Trump's progress filling over 800 positions, among about 1,300 that require Senate confirmation, in this tracker from The Washington Post and the Partnership for Public Service.

      

      
        Republicans begin to tighten the screws on Hegseth's Pentagon
        Noah Robertson, Alex Horton

        Adm. Frank M. Bradley is set to meet with lawmakers Thursday to discuss the boat strike he oversaw that killed 11 people, including two who died in a follow-up attack.

      

      
        Stefanik spars with GOP House speaker as she seeks GOP nod for N.Y. governor
        Kadia  Goba

        The New York congresswoman has publicly feuded this week with Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), calling him a liar and suggesting President Donald Trump controls the House.

      

      
        The shifting responses of Hegseth, Trump and others on the lethal boat strikes
        Maegan Vazquez

        The Trump administration is facing increased scrutiny about its Sept. 2 military strikes on a boat it says was smuggling drugs to the U.S.

      

      
        Trump pardons Democratic Rep. Henry Cuellar
        Mariana Alfaro, Kadia  Goba, Marianna Sotomayor

        Cuellar, of Texas, was charged last year with bribery, money laundering and conspiracy. His wife, Imelda, also received a pardon from the president.

      

      
        Supreme Court weighs Mississippi preacher's argument on civil rights
        Julian  Mark

        Police in Brandon arrested Gabriel Olivier and charged him with breaking a recently passed city law that confined protests to a designated area near the theater.

      

      
        MyPillow founder Mike Lindell files paperwork for Minnesota gubernatorial bid
        Brianna Tucker

        Lindell, the CEO of MyPillow CEO and a 2020 election denier, joins a crowded race in his unlikely Republican bid against two-term incumbent Gov. Tim Walz (D).

      

      
        Lawmakers ask Bondi for update on Epstein files as deadline nears
        Theodoric Meyer

        Many Democrats have expressed skepticism that the Trump administration will follow through on releasing the files after the White House spent months trying to prevent it.

      

      
        House Judiciary subpoenas Jack Smith to testify in private about Trump
        Perry Stein

        House Judiciary Committee steps up the pressure on former special counsel Jack Smith, issuing a subpoena to compel testimony in private.

      

      
        In unexpected moment of candor, Shapiro says Harris told 'blatant lies' about him
        Amy B Wang

        Shapiro appeared to also dismiss some of Harris's accounts about him in her memoir "107 Days" by telling the Atlantic, "She's trying to sell books."
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Military
Navy deployment marred by friendly fire, lost jets, collision at sea
The Truman aircraft carrier group conducted airstrikes for 52 days straight. Investigators found that not all of its ships or crews were ready for such intensity. 

Fighter jets line the deck of the USS Harry S. Truman. (Andrew Matthews/AP)


By Tara  Copp | 2025-12-04
The U.S. Navy on Thursday released its findings from four investigations scrutinizing the significant challenges encountered by one of its aircraft carrier groups over nine months in the Middle East, where several major accidents occurred as the ships battled Yemeni militants.
The Truman carrier group departed its home port in Norfolk in September 2024 -- and by the time it returned in May, the carrier itself had collided with a merchant vessel; its cruiser had shot down one of its fighter jets, another warplane was lost when it slid overboard as the carrier performed an evasive maneuver to dodge an incoming missile; and a third jet was lost when an arresting cable failed as the pilot attempted to land.
In three of the four incidents, investigators determined, either poor training, improper procedures or crew fatigue played significant roles. And while no service members died, those incidents could have led to multiple fatalities, the Navy found.
The Navy has taken disciplinary action in those incidents, Vice Chief of Naval Operations Adm. James Kilby said in a statement, and will continue "to assess our tactics, training, and procedures across all echelons to ensure we learn from these incidents."
Investigators concluded the fourth incident -- in which a parked F/A-18 Super Hornet slid off the Truman's hangar bay as the ship attempted to evade incoming fire from Houthi fighters in Yemen -- could not have been foreseen. And they praised the sailors involved who put their own lives at risk to try to prevent the fighter from going overboard, the documents say. But investigators determined the incident may have been preventable if those in Truman's control room had communicated to the hangar bay that the ship was about to take evasive maneuvers.
The Truman spent 52 consecutive days conducting strikes against the Houthis, who, armed with a vast arsenal of Iranian-supplied weapons, waged a months-long campaign targeting commercial and military ships transiting the Red Sea. The Houthi attacks, which the group said it had undertaken in solidarity with besieged Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, all but stopped the flow of shipping through the vital waterway, prompting the Biden administration at first -- and later the Trump administration -- to take military action.
As the sustained U.S.-led bombing campaign targeted missile launch sites and weapons storage facilities in Yemen, the Truman and its accompanying warships regularly took incoming fire from missiles and one-way attack drones. The pace of operations exhausted the crews, who, investigators determined, frequently went with only a few hours sleep in between long duty shifts.
The investigations released Thursday also revealed that some of the ships' critical systems and personnel were not thoroughly prepared for undertaking a combat mission.
In the case of the failed arresting wire, for example, Navy maintainers and inspectors both failed to see the device was worn down. Crucially, though, they also failed to identify that a pin in the system that descending jets hook on to when landing on the carrier's deck was malfunctioning and lacking proper parts. When the system failed, the landing jet could neither stop nor pull up, forcing the pilot to eject as the aircraft crashed into the water.
"While combat and operations tempo had a role, the erosion of standards occurred well before," the Navy found in that accident, concluding "the operating environment simply became an excuse for standards to erode further."

U.S. sailors walk the Truman's flight deck to check for debris. (Hasan Jamali/AP)


The friendly-fire incident occurred Dec. 21, seven days after the Truman strike group entered the Red Sea. At the time of that mishap, the carrier's air wing had launched strikes against positions in Yemen, and the Houthis responded by launching anti-ship cruise missiles and one-way attack drones back that the Truman's protective cruiser, the USS Gettysburg, spent "several hours" shooting down, investigators found. The airspace became saturated with U.S. warplanes and incoming threats.
Navy investigators determined that the Gettysburg was not in optimal condition for such a fight, the documents say. Its systems for identifying friend or foe were breaking down on average 11 times a day, the report says. It's secure communications system was experiencing frequent connectivity losses. Key sensors were found to be deficient, too, the Navy found, creating "an increased risk of fratricide."
The ship's watch standers, insufficiently trained and facing extreme fatigue, were another liability, investigators determined. Just before midnight, despite having an incomplete picture of the battlespace due to the deficient sensors, the Gettysburg fired at what the crew thought were more incoming anti-ship cruise missiles that instead were actually two Super Hornets returning to the carrier, the report says.
The crew ejected safely from the jet that was shot down. The second jet landed safely.
In February, when the Truman collided with the merchant vessel Besiktas, the carrier group had been deployed for five months. The ship's crews told investigators they were getting as little as two to four hours of sleep between watches, describing the ship's culture as "just get it done."
In that incident, as the Truman was approaching the Suez Canal, it did not cut speed despite other maritime traffic in the area, the report says. Investigators found that inexperienced and tired watch standers, and what they called a "culture of procedural non-compliance," made a dangerous situation worse. There were plenty of opportunities to avoid the accident, they determined.
Instead, as the Truman closed in on the Besiktas, deck officers who were worried about the Truman's speed did not voice their concerns to any of the ship's senior officers, investigators found.
The Truman sustained almost $700,000 in damage because of the collision, but no one was killed on either ship. Had the point of impact been 100 feet forward, though, the Besiktas would have been struck in a berthing area for up to 120 sailors, the Navy found.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/12/04/navy-investigation-aircraft-carrier-truman-yemen/
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Military
Democratic congressman: 'Troubling' boat strike video shows survivors in 'distress'
Adm. Frank M. Bradley is attending meetings with lawmakers after an attack on alleged drug smugglers included a follow-up strike that killed two survivors.

Gen. Dan Caine, right, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, escorts Navy Adm. Frank M. Bradley to a meeting with lawmakers on Thursday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Maegan Vazquez, Noah Robertson | 2025-12-04
Video footage of a U.S. military strike on alleged drug smugglers on a boat in the Caribbean shows two people stranded and "in clear distress" after their boat was "destroyed" in a Sept. 2 strike, a leading House Democrat said Thursday after meeting with the Navy admiral who oversaw the mission. 
Rep. Jim Himes (Connecticut), the top-ranking Democrat on the House Intelligence Committee, described the footage that was shown during a closed-door meeting on Capitol Hill as "one of the most troubling things I've seen in my time in public service."
The meeting in which the footage was shown was part of a series taking place on Thursday with Adm. Frank M. Bradley, the U.S. Special Operations commander who oversaw the Sept. 2 attack on a boat from Venezuela, alleged to be smuggling drugs. The operation killed 11 people, including two survivors who died in a second strike.
Sens. Roger Wicker (R-Mississippi) and Jack Reed (D-Rhode Island), who sit on the Senate Armed Services Committee, were among the first lawmakers to publicly express their concerns about the strikes last week. Each said they had no comment when leaving Thursday's meeting with Bradley.
Bradley was expected to tell lawmakers that he considered the survivors who clung to the wreckage in the Caribbean Sea after the initial strike to be viable targets, not shipwrecked, defenseless mariners, said a person familiar with the matter who, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private or otherwise sensitive conversations.
The Washington Post reported Friday that Bradley ordered a second strike after survivors were identified to comply with Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth's spoken directive before the first strike to kill everybody.
The four-star head of U.S. Special Operations Command is scheduled to meet with top Republicans and Democrats from the House and Senate armed services committees and each chamber's Intelligence Committee. Lawmakers intend to ask the admiral who ordered the second strike on the damaged vessel and about the extent of Hegseth's involvement in the operation, people familiar with the matter said.
Bradley is expected to tell lawmakers that U.S. personnel observing the Sept. 2 operation believed the survivors possessed communications equipment and might have been capable of calling others for help recovering their cargo, although it is unclear whether they made contact with anyone, said a person familiar with the admiral's plans. This person added that the survivors were observed in live surveillance footage dragging bundled narcotics back aboard the remains of the vessel.
The military's assessment, this person said, was that the survivors appeared singularly focused on their goal -- to transport drugs -- even minutes after their boat erupted in flames, killing several other occupants. Lawmakers are likely to scrutinize that suggestion along with the extent of Hegseth's involvement and which of the operation's core objectives -- kill the suspects, destroy their boat and sink it -- took precedence when Bradley weighed his next moves once it was apparent that people had survived the initial strike.
Bradley is meeting with lawmakers at a time when Republican-led committees are escalating their oversight over Hegseth and the U.S. military's targeting of alleged drug traffickers in the Western Hemisphere, part of a campaign that has included nearly 20 strikes in the Caribbean and eastern Pacific since September.
Lawmakers and law-of-war experts have questioned whether a war crime was committed, and two congressional panels have opened inquiries to determine whether Hegseth or Bradley might be culpable for orders they issued during the operation.
Hegseth and members of the Trump administration have offered evolving explanations for what happened during the operation since the second strike was revealed. In recent days, the defense secretary has sought to distance himself from the controversy, saying that he left the room where live footage of the operation was being streamed after the first strike and that he heard about the second strike hours later.
Hegseth has placed the responsibility of the second strike on Bradley and defended the admiral's decision. Hegseth said at a White House Cabinet meeting Tuesday that Bradley "made the correct decision to ultimately sink the boat and eliminate the threat."
Bradley's meetings on Capitol Hill could be the first step toward a more formal investigation, lawmakers and congressional aides said. Gen. Dan Caine, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, is also expected to attend, two people said.
While some Republicans have continued to defend Hegseth's leadership, several members of Congress and aides have said Republican support for the secretary and other top Pentagon officials has atrophied. Hegseth's ability to lead the department, some people said, could be weakened even if Congress ends up clearing him of wrongdoing in the boat strike inquiries.
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Politics
Senate Democrats set up last-ditch vote to extend Obamacare subsidies
The measure would keep Affordable Care Act subsidies in place for three years. But it's not expected to get enough Republican support to pass.

Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) during a news conference on Capitol Hill on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Theodoric Meyer, Riley Beggin | 2025-12-04
The Senate is set to vote next week on extending Affordable Care Act health insurance subsidies for three years in a last-ditch effort to preserve them before they expire at the end of the year -- but the plan is all but certain to fail.
Democrats have warned that millions of Americans will face higher premiums unless the subsidies are extended. Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said Thursday on the Senate floor that every Democratic senator would support the bill.
"Republicans have one week to decide where they stand: Vote for this bill and bring health care costs down, or block this bill and send premiums skyrocketing," Schumer said.
The vote is the culmination of Democrats' month-long campaign to extend the subsidies -- which helped trigger the longest federal government shutdown in history. But it has almost no chance of winning enough Republican support to pass the Senate -- and even if it passed, it's unclear whether House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) would bring it up for a vote or if President Donald Trump would sign it.
Sen. Angus King (I-Maine) and seven Democrats agreed to vote to end the shutdown last month in exchange for a pledge by Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) to hold a vote by next week on a bill of Democrats' choice to extend the subsidies, among other concessions. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-New Hampshire) and King expressed optimism that they could negotiate a compromise to extend the subsidies that could win enough GOP backing to pass.
But Democrats need the support of at least 13 Republican senators to overcome a filibuster, and only a handful of Republicans are open to supporting the bill.
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina), who has said he is open to extending the subsidies if Democrats make changes that Republicans have sought, said he was a "hard no" on the bill Schumer is discussing.
"I honestly don't think Schumer wants an outcome," Tillis said Wednesday. "I think he wants a political outcome that comes from a failed vote. And I'd rather construct something that I think is reasonable and respectful to both sides."
Some Republicans have proposed changes to the subsidies in exchange for voting to extend them, including income restrictions and minimum out-of-pocket premiums. But others are vehemently opposed to extending the subsidies at all, splitting the party.
Sen. John Barrasso (Wyoming), the No. 2 Senate Republican, criticized Schumer's proposal Thursday for not including "a single reform to deal with the waste, the fraud, the abuse and the corruption of these payments and of Obamacare."
A report from the nonpartisan Government Accountability Office released Wednesday found evidence that the ACA subsidies are vulnerable to fraud -- another major concern from Republicans who oppose an extension without changes.
Republicans have also demanded new restrictions on abortion as part of any deal. Democrats refused to consider additional restrictions.
Abortion "has always been probably one of the biggest obstacles to getting a deal," Thune told reporters Wednesday. "The other pieces of this I think you can sort of figure out, but that one is a really challenging one."
Multiple bipartisan factions in the House have floated their own ideas for a compromise, but they have not received assurance from Johnson that he would put it up for a floor vote.
Many House Republicans remain steadfastly opposed to extending the covid-era subsidies and have suggested more sweeping reforms that they argue could bring down the cost of health care.
Johnson told reporters Thursday that he intends to propose a health care plan next week and vote on it before the end of the year -- but it's unclear what that proposal would be or whether it could notch enough Republican votes to pass the House. Democrats are not expected to support the measure.
A group of more than 30 bipartisan House members led by Reps. Jen Kiggans (R-Virginia) and Josh Gottheimer (D-New Jersey) proposed a framework Thursday that would extend the credits for two years with income caps and new guardrails to prevent fraudulent payouts and would extend the open enrollment period until mid-March.
Although they don't have a promise to vote, the bipartisan group said House Republican leaders recognize they have to do something. The group added that they're willing to force a vote through a discharge petition if necessary.
"I think they understand there needs to be a plan," said Rep. Michael Lawler (R-New York), who has signed on to the proposal. "To not put one forward is idiotic. It is not only wrong legislatively, it is stupid politically."
Marianna Sotomayor contributed to this report.
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Politics
White House renames building the 'Donald J. Trump Institute of Peace'
The change comes as Trump officials tout his peace deals and prepare to host leaders from Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo to sign an accord.

The name of President Donald Trump is displayed after being added to the sign for the U.S. Institute of Peace. (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)


By Dan Diamond, Alec Dent, Katharine Houreld | 2025-12-04
President Donald Trump is eager to be recognized as a peacemaker. His administration  obliged Wednesday by renaming the building that houses the U.S. Institute of Peace in downtown D.C.
"Donald J. Trump" is now emblazoned in several places on what has often been dubbed the Peace building, according to eyewitnesses and photos obtained by The Washington Post. A White House official said the building would now be known as the "Donald J. Trump Institute of Peace."
The move comes after the president's work to settle global conflicts this year and ahead of his plan to host leaders from Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo to sign a White House-brokered peace deal between the two countries. That signing is scheduled to take place at the USIP on Thursday and comes amid an uptick in fighting this week in eastern Congo, observers said.
Trump is also widely expected on Friday to receive FIFA's inaugural Peace Prize, a new award created to honor individuals who have "helped to unite people all over the world in peace," at the nearby Kennedy Center.

Trump's name is added to the facade of the U.S. Institute of Peace building in downtown D.C. (Obtained by The Washington Post)


The administration's decision to add Trump's name to the USIP building comes after the president issued an executive order in February seeking to dismantle the organization, an independent nonprofit group created by Congress. The USIP's president was removed from the headquarters by law enforcement, and the Trump administration fired nearly all of the USIP's D.C.-based staff. Some diplomats and former staff say they are unsure what the building is used for now.
The USIP and members of its board sued the Trump administration, arguing that the president does not have the authority to fire the group's leadership or staff, because the USIP was created by Congress. A federal district judge ruled in May that Trump had acted unlawfully, but the order is stayed pending appeal.
George Foote, who serves as the attorney for former USIP leadership and staff, said in a statement that renaming the building "adds insult to injury" as the legal battle over the organization plays out.
"The rightful owners will ultimately prevail and will restore the U.S. Institute of Peace and the building to their statutory purposes," Foote said.
The building's new name was first reported by independent journalist Marisa Kabas.
Anna Kelly, a White House spokeswoman, wrote in an email Wednesday that the USIP was "once a bloated, useless entity that blew $50 million per year while delivering no peace."
"Now, the Donald J. Trump Institute of Peace, which is both beautifully and aptly named after a President who ended eight wars in less than a year, will stand as a powerful reminder of what strong leadership can accomplish for global stability," Kelly added.
A person familiar with the decision said the addition of Trump's name to the building had been "in the works for quite a while." The move was intended to recognize Trump as a "global peacemaker," said another person familiar with the move. Both people spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal administration deliberations.
The name change was done one day before the building played host to diplomats, with workers on Wednesday morning installing Trump's name in embossed letters near where the "United States Institute of Peace" had been engraved. The White House and the State Department have already begun to refer to the building as the Donald J. Trump Institute of Peace.
Thursday's signing will be a "reaffirmation" of the deal that foreign ministers signed in June, but conflict continues to plague the region, said Jason K. Stearns, author of two books on the Democratic Republic of Congo and founder of the nonprofit Congo Research Group at New York University. He said that fighting in eastern Congo had spiked this week -- partly because the Rwandan-backed rebel group M23 was positioning itself ahead of separate talks with Congo, in Doha, Qatar. But Rwanda has faced "few consequences" for continuing to back the rebels, Stearns said, including only minor sanctions and no aid cuts.
"For civilians on the ground, the situation hasn't changed at all. Fighting is ongoing as we speak," Stearns said. "This peace process -- the most optimistic spin -- is that we are moving very slowly in the right direction but the major heavy lifting is yet to come."
Trump has tried to craft a reputation as an international peacemaker this term, touting the peace agreement he helped negotiate between Israel and Hamas over the war in Gaza and promising to bring peace between Ukraine and Russia as he openly lobbied for a Nobel Peace Prize. Other global leaders and advocacy groups, including some seeking to curry favor with the president, have praised his work to settle conflicts and called for him to be honored with the Nobel Peace Prize and other awards.
"Hard to believe, right? Did you ever think I was going to be called a peacemaker?" Trump said in an exchange with a reporter in October. "I did."
John Hudson contributed to this report.
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National Security
Republicans begin to tighten the screws on Hegseth's Pentagon
Adm. Frank M. Bradley is set to meet with lawmakers Thursday to discuss the boat strike he oversaw that killed 11 people, including two who died in a follow-up attack.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth at a Cabinet meeting at the White House this week. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


By Noah Robertson, Alex Horton | 2025-12-04
In a classified briefing for lawmakers scrutinizing the Trump administration's killing of suspected drug smugglers around Latin America, top Republicans in the room appeared frustrated.
The Pentagon, facing questions about its legal basis for attacking civilian vessels, sent no lawyers to the October meeting -- a move multiple lawmakers in the room considered inexplicable. The Defense Department officials who did attend, those people said, were unable to explain the mission's strategy and scope -- even as President Donald Trump openly mused about expanding the campaign to include land targets inside Venezuela.
As exasperation among Republicans over the lack of transparency grows, Adm. Frank M. Bradley is set to meet with lawmakers Thursday to discuss a Sept. 2 missile strike on a boat that killed 11 people, including two survivors who died in a follow-up attack as they clung to the wreckage. He oversaw the mission and is expected to tell them that he considered the survivors viable targets, not shipwrecked, defenseless mariners, said a person familiar with the matter who, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private or otherwise sensitive conversations.
That strike has intensified scrutiny of the Pentagon, and key lawmakers have questioned their confidence in Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth. GOP-led committees have embarked on the most aggressive oversight campaign so far in the former Fox News host's tumultuous 10 months on the job.
In the past week, the House and Senate Armed Services committees have opened separate inquiries to determine whether Hegseth or Bradley may be culpable for orders they issued in the September boat strike that lawmakers and law-of-war experts say may have been a war crime.
Rep. Mike D. Rogers (R-Alabama), chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, condemned the secrecy in the October meeting, saying Congress had gotten more information from the Pentagon during the Biden administration, according to two people in the room. A spokesperson for Rogers said it would be "inappropriate to share details from classified discussions," and that they wouldn't "be responding to claims about what was said."
The oversight efforts stand out at a time when Republicans in Congress have mostly avoided openly criticizing the Pentagon, even as some of Hegseth's most audacious moves -- including a purge of senior military officers and unprecedented investigation into a sitting lawmaker, Sen. Mark Kelly (D-Arizona) -- have privately troubled some GOP lawmakers who supported his nomination over the unanimous opposition of Democrats.

Rep. Mike D. Rogers (R-Alabama) is chairman of the House Armed Services Committee. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


While some Republicans forcefully indicated this week that they continue to have confidence in Hegseth's leadership, several members of Congress and aides interviewed for this report said the GOP's support for the secretary and other top Pentagon officials has atrophied. Hegseth's ability to lead the department, some people argued, could be weakened even if Congress ends up clearing him of wrongdoing in the boat strike inquiries.
A spokesperson for Hegseth did not respond to a request for comment. In recent days he has sought to distance himself from the controversy, pointing instead to Bradley, while also defending the second strike.
"Admiral Bradley," Hegseth said while seated beside Trump at the White House on Tuesday, "made the correct decision to ultimately sink the boat and eliminate the threat."
The Washington Post reported Friday that Hegseth gave a spoken order to kill the entire crew of the vessel before the first missile strike, the first of nearly 20 such strikes carried out by the administration to date. When two survivors were detected, Bradley directed another strike to comply with Hegseth's order that no one be left alive, people with direct knowledge of the matter told The Post.
In the strikes occurring since then, the U.S. military has rescued survivors or worked with other countries to attempt doing so.
Bradley is expected to tell lawmakers Thursday that U.S. personnel observing the Sept. 2 operation believed the survivors possessed communications equipment and may have been capable of calling other drug smugglers for help recovering the cargo on their boat, though it is unclear if they made contact with anyone, said the person familiar with the admiral's plans. This person said, too, that the survivors were observed dragging bundled narcotics back aboard what remained of the vessel.
The military's assessment, this person said, was that the survivors appeared singularly focused on their goal -- to transport drugs -- even minutes after their boat erupted in flames, killing several other occupants. Lawmakers are likely to scrutinize that suggestion along with the extent of Hegseth's involvement and which of the operation's core objectives -- kill the suspects, destroy their boat and sink it -- took precedence when Bradley weighed his next moves once it was apparent people had survived the initial strike.
It is expected the briefing will include extended surveillance video of the operation, including the second strike.
Some of these details were reported earlier by the Wall Street Journal. Spokespeople for U.S. Special Operations Command, where Bradley is the top commander, have not commented publicly on the matter.
Sen. Roger Wicker (R-Mississippi), who chairs the Senate Armed Services Committee, told reporters this week that the allegations stemming from the incident are "very serious." He has sought video and audio recordings along with other materials documenting this and other strikes. To date, lawmakers have said, the Pentagon has not complied with the request.
Trump, when asked Wednesday about the video footage, said he supports releasing "whatever they have."

Sen. Roger Wicker (R-Mississippi), chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)


Bradley's meetings on Capitol Hill could be the first step toward a more formal investigation, lawmakers and congressional aides said. Gen. Dan Caine, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, also is expected to attend, two people said.
On Tuesday at the White House, Hegseth said that he wanted to "own that responsibility" as the administration opened its military campaign in September but that he had stopped watching a live video feed of the Sept. 2 operation and moved on to another meeting by the time that Bradley decided to strike again.
"I said, 'I'm going to be the one to make the call after getting all the information and make sure it's the right strike,'" Hegseth told reporters in the Cabinet room, saying "a couple of hours" had passed before he was made aware of the second attack.
"I did not personally see survivors" after the initial strike, he said, citing "fire, smoke" and what he called "the fog of war."
Lawmakers, including many Republicans, have said they are alarmed by the episode.
"You don't have to have served in the military to understand that that was a violation of ethical, moral and legal code," Sen. Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina) told reporters this week.
Some in Congress have also questioned whether the attack breached even the Trump administration's controversial defense of the campaign. The administration's binding legal argument relating to the ongoing strikes focuses not on the people suspected of ferrying drugs but the tools and vessels selling them to allegedly fund campaigns of violence in the U.S. and allied nations, one lawmaker familiar with the document said.

Adm. Frank M. Bradley, head of U.S. Special Operations Command. (Mariam Zuhaib/AP)


The boat strike inquiries are the latest sign of frustration from the House and Senate, where lawmakers say that, under Hegseth, the Pentagon has cut them out of crucial decisions and withheld information it is required by law to disclose to Congress.
Republican leaders were upset when the Defense Department, acting without lawmakers' consent, withdrew a brigade of troops from Romania where they had been shielding against a Russian incursion into NATO territory. Key GOP figures also recently berated Trump's nominees to key Pentagon policy posts, saying they'd been unresponsive to Congress while serving in acting roles.
"The administration is beginning to get a lot of pushback on a ton of different issues," Rep. Adam Smith (Washington), the House Armed Services Committee's top Democrat, told reporters Tuesday. "More importantly ... the Republicans in the House and the Senate -- they're feeling that heat too."
Twice this week, Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) has declined to say whether he still has confidence in Hegseth, saying "others can make those evaluations."
Tillis is among the Republicans who have shown a willingness to do so, urging "accountability" for whoever was responsible in the deaths of the boat strike survivors and suggesting he had confidence in America's uniformed military leaders.
"If the facts play out the way they're currently reported," Tillis said, "then somebody needs to get the hell out of Washington."
Theodoric Meyer, Marianna Sotomayor and Dan Diamond contributed to this report.
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Politics
Stefanik spars with GOP House speaker as she seeks GOP nod for N.Y. governor
The New York congresswoman has publicly feuded this week with Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), calling him a liar and suggesting President Donald Trump controls the House.

Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-New York) appears on Capitol Hill in Washington on May 14. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Kadia  Goba | 2025-12-04
Rep. Elise Stefanik has her eyes set on becoming New York's next governor. But she is not fading quietly from Capitol Hill, where she engaged this week in a public spat with the most powerful fellow Republican in the House: Speaker Mike Johnson.
As part of a days-long dispute over a legislative provision she wanted included in an annual defense policy bill, Stefanik called Johnson a liar on social media, and in an interview with The Washington Post she called the leadership of the Louisiana Republican "rudderless" and suggested that President Donald Trump is the chamber's controlling figure.
"Republican members know that the real speaker of the House is Donald Trump," Stefanik said in the wide-ranging interview Tuesday. "It is Donald Trump who has delivered these results working with House members."
Stefanik, who holds a House leadership position but does not attend all leadership meetings, also escalated her feud with Johnson this week by signing onto a so-called discharge petition to force a vote on a bill that would ban members from trading stock -- a move that circumvents a speaker's authority over the House schedule.
"Since I've been at the leadership table under the current speaker, this is an issue that he has continued to punt," Stefanik said. "And as speakers know, you address members' legislative priorities before they boil over into a discharge petition."
Whatever Stefanik's motives for sparring with Johnson, it could resonate in her nearly month-old bid to topple New York Gov. Kathy Hochul (D) in a blue state, political strategists say.
"I think that anything that burnishes her already established rhetoric as an independent voice for issues that matter, it helps her in a gubernatorial run," said Dave Catalfamo, a Republican strategist from New York.
Stefanik has said she is trying to build a coalition to win the governorship that will include Democrats and independents as well as Republicans.
Once a loyal lieutenant of House leadership that defended the party line as chief messenger for Republicans, Stefanik maintains that her fights with Johnson are to push policies that benefit her Upstate New York district. But those closest to her acknowledge that she remains upset by how Johnson -- not Trump -- treated her over the past year as she set her sights beyond the House.
In early 2024, Stefanik was a favorite to be Trump's vice-presidential pick, a role that ultimately went to then-Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio). Stefanik was then offered what she said was a dream job, U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, but her nomination was withdrawn by Trump over concerns about losing a House member given the narrow GOP majority.
Stefanik has blamed Johnson, not Trump, for killing the nomination, according to two people familiar with her thinking who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter.
Speaking to reporters Wednesday, Johnson downplayed this week's tensions, saying House Republicans are united.
"I'm not sure how to comment on what Elise is doing or what the rationale behind this is, but you can talk to Republicans in Congress," he said. "We're working together to keep delivering our agenda and ... that's my focus."
The latest back-and-forth comes at a sensitive time for Johnson, as he tries to maintain control of the narrow House Republican majority. For members like Stefanik, who will not be returning next year, there is less reason to be restrained in criticizing him. Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia), for instance, publicly chided the speaker in rounds of interviews last month. Greene, who has also tussled with Trump, said she will leave Congress in January, a year early, temporarily making the GOP majority even slimmer.
Stefanik this week accused Johnson of blocking a provision she championed in the National Defense Authorization Act that would require law enforcement to disclose to Congress when it opened a counterintelligence investigation into an elected official or candidate. Johnson denied interfering with the proposal. Stefanik accused him of spreading "more lies."
Johnson reversed course Tuesday night and allowed the language back in the NDAA after previously saying at a news conference that he would address the issue. Two people familiar with the events said the switch came after a conversation between Stefanik and Trump and then a follow up-call that included Johnson. The people spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations.
Stefanik said on social media Wednesday that the conversations had been "productive" and touted the aim of her provision.
"This is a significant legislative win delivered against the illegal weaponization of the deep state," Stefanik wrote.
Johnson told reporters Wednesday that there had been "a misunderstanding of the facts" on the issue with Stefanik.
Stefanik has been known to support Republican women in the ranks through E-PAC, a leadership committee started in 2018 to help elect more women to Congress. It had more buy-in from previous Republican speakers, a person who works with the PAC said on the condition of anonymity because the person was not authorized to speak publicly.
Stefanik announced her run for governor last month, casting herself as an independent-minded Republican focused on economic affordability and safety. Her announcement video did not mention Trump.
Stefanik's team has interviewed multiple top strategists who have worked closely with former New York governor Andrew M. Cuomo, who was defeated in the Democratic primary this year for New York City mayor and then ran unsuccessfully as an independent in the general election.
Jake Dilemani, a Democratic strategist, said Stefanik appears to be trying to "brandish her independent credentials."
"Now, the tricky part of that is she has historically been an ally of President Trump, and President Trump is going to play a far larger role in what happens in the 2026 elections than Speaker Johnson will," Dilemani said.
The timing of Stefanik's gubernatorial announcement was notable.
She declared her Republican bid two days after New York City voters elected democratic socialist Zohran Mamdani as mayor -- a backdrop her team used to argue that Hochul is cozying up with a socialist.
Last month, Trump unexpectedly embraced Mamdani during a White House meeting. This week, the two spoke again, even as Stefanik has made Mamdani -- and Hochul's endorsement of him -- a focal point of her campaign.
In The Post interview, Stefanik deflected when asked if Trump's friendly rapport with Mamdani derailed her messaging strategy.
"My focus is on defeating Kathy Hochul, the worst governor in America," Stefanik said. "That is our strategy."
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The shifting responses of Hegseth, Trump and others on the lethal boat strikes
The Trump administration is facing increased scrutiny about its Sept. 2 military strikes on a boat it says was smuggling drugs to the U.S. 

President Donald Trump speaks alongside Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth at a September Oval Office event. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Maegan Vazquez | 2025-12-04
The Trump administration is coming under increased scrutiny over senior officials' shifting explanations for the actions surrounding two September strikes by U.S. forces on a boat that was allegedly smuggling drugs in the Caribbean Sea.
The Washington Post reported Friday that after an initial strike, the boat appeared to have been disabled, and some crew members were killed. But when two survivors were identified, the Special Operations commander overseeing the attack ordered a second strike to comply with Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth's spoken directive before the first strike to kill everybody. The Pentagon has said 11 crew members were killed.
The initial strike, which President Donald Trump announced on Sept. 2, served as the opening salvo in the administration's ongoing war on suspected drug traffickers in the Western Hemisphere. But questions have been raised about why the second strike had not been disclosed, and current and former U.S. officials and some military experts have said that the Pentagon's lethal campaign -- which has killed more than 80 people -- is unlawful and may expose those most directly involved to future prosecution.

The Trump administration has shifted its explanations for a September strike on a boat allegedly smuggling drugs following a report by The Washington Post.


Here's a look at the administration's evolving responses about the attack:
Trump told reporters during a Sept. 2 White House event that earlier that day U.S. forces had "literally shot out a boat" from Venezuela that he claimed was carrying drugs. He also wrote on Truth Social that the strike by U.S. forces took place earlier that morning and killed 11 alleged members of the Venezuelan gang Tren de Aragua. The post included a video showing one strike on the boat.
Trump suggested in the post that the boat had been headed for the United States. Secretary of State Marco Rubio told reporters that day that the boat was "probably headed to Trinidad or some other country in the Caribbean."
Rubio told reporters in Mexico City on Sept. 3 that instead of interdicting the boat, "on the president's orders, we blew it up -- and it'll happen again." When asked if they warned the crew before the attack, Rubio said that the vessel, like others suspected of carrying drugs, posed an "immediate threat to the United States," and that gave the country the right to destroy it.
Hegseth told "Fox & Friends" that same day that he "watched it live."
"We knew exactly who was in that boat. We knew exactly what they were doing, and we knew exactly who they represented -- and that was Tren de Aragua, a narco-terrorist organization designated by the United States, trying to poison our country with illicit drugs," Hegseth said. " ... And so those 11 drug traffickers are no longer with us, sending a very clear signal that this is an activity the United States is not going to tolerate in our hemisphere."
Hegseth did not disclose at the time what aircraft were used for the attack, but added, "I can tell you it was precision. It was very well understood exactly what assets would be used in order to achieve the effect."
The Post reported Friday that a live drone feed of the Sept. 2 operation showed two survivors from an original crew of 11 clinging to the wreckage of their boat after the initial missile attack.
To comply with the spoken order from Hegseth, which The Post reported was given on a secure conference call before the first missile strike, Adm. Frank M. "Mitch" Bradley, the Special Operations commander overseeing the mission, ordered the second strike which killed the two survivors, according to two people with direct knowledge of the operation. Those people, along with five others in the original Post report, spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the matter's sensitivity.
Bradley told people on the secure conference call that the survivors were still legitimate targets because they could theoretically call other traffickers to retrieve them and their cargo, according to two people.
Chief Pentagon spokesman Sean Parnell declined to address questions about Hegseth's order and other details of the operation, including Special Operations involvement. "This entire narrative is completely false," he said in a statement. "Ongoing operations to dismantle narcoterrorism and to protect the Homeland from deadly drugs have been a resounding success."
After The Post's report was published, Hegseth wrote on X that "these highly effective strikes are designed to be 'lethal, kinetic strikes,'" adding: "Every trafficker we kill is affiliated with a Designated Terrorist Organization." He claimed that the military operations in the Caribbean are "lawful" and denounced "the fake news."
Trump told reporters aboard Air Force One on Sunday evening that he has "great confidence" that Hegseth did not give a spoken order to kill all crew members aboard the vessel.
Trump said that he would look into the issue and that Hegseth told him "he did not say that, and I believe him, 100 percent."
"I wouldn't have wanted that. Not a second strike. The first strike was very lethal. It was fine," Trump added.
White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt confirmed that there was a second strike on the boat targeted on Sept. 2, but she denied that it was done at Hegseth's request.
Leavitt said it was "true" that the administration denies that Hegseth gave the order, instead pointing to Bradley as being authorized to conduct the strikes.

White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said Dec. 1 that Adm. Frank M. Bradley was "within his authority" to conduct strikes on the alleged drug boat.


"President Trump and Secretary Hegseth have made it clear that presidentially designated narco-terrorist groups are subject to lethal targeting in accordance with the laws of war," Leavitt said. "With respect to the strikes in question on Sept. 2, Secretary Hegseth authorized Admiral Bradley to conduct these kinetic strikes. Admiral Bradley worked well within his authority and the law, directing the engagement to ensure the boat was destroyed and the threat to the United States of America was eliminated."
Hegseth wrote on social media that he stood by the admiral "and the combat decisions he has made -- on the Sept. 2 mission and all others since."
Hegseth said at a Cabinet meeting Tuesday alongside Trump that on Sept. 2, he watched the first boat strike live but had moved on to his next meeting before the second hit. He told reporters that he learned about the second strike hours later, defending what he characterized as Bradley's decision to "sink the boat and eliminate the threat."
"I watched that first strike live," Hegseth said.
He added that the Defense Department has "a lot of things to do. So I didn't stick around for the hour, two hours, whatever, where all the sensitive site exploitation digitally occurs. So I moved on to my next meeting."
Bradley, Hegseth said, "made the right call" by ordering the second strike, adding that he "had complete authority to do" so.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth on Dec. 2 defended strikes on an alleged Venezuelan drug boat and denied personally seeing a second strike.


Hegseth said he did not see any survivors in the water following the first strike, saying the boat "exploded in fire, smoke, you can't see anything. ... This is called the fog of war."
In the meeting, Trump said he did not know about the second strike.
"I didn't know about the second strike," Trump said. "I didn't know anything about people. I wasn't involved, and I knew they took out a boat."
"To me, it was an attack. It wasn't one strike, two strikes, three strikes," Trump added.
On Wednesday, the president did not directly address a question about whether Hegseth or Bradley should be punished if the congressional probes conclude that the attacks targeted the two survivors.
"I think you're going to find that there's a very receptive ear to doing exactly what they're doing, taking out those boats. And very soon we're going to start doing it on land, too," Trump said in the Oval Office.
Pressed on whether he supports the decision to kill survivors after the first strike, Trump said, "No, I support the decision to knock out the boats and whoever's piloting those boats. Most of them are gone. But whoever [is] piloting those boats, they're guilty of trying to kill people in our country."
Alex Horton, Ellen Nakashima, Tara Copp, John Hudson, Samantha Schmidt, Mariana Alfaro and Noah Robertson contributed to this report.
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Trump pardons Democratic Rep. Henry Cuellar
Cuellar, of Texas, was charged last year with bribery, money laundering and conspiracy. His wife, Imelda, also received a pardon from the president.

Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-Texas) was charged last year. (Eric Gay/AP)


By Mariana Alfaro, Kadia  Goba, Marianna Sotomayor | 2025-12-04
President Donald Trump on Wednesday pardoned Democratic Rep. Henry Cuellar of Texas, unexpectedly ending the prosecution of a member of the opposing party.
Cuellar, one of the most conservative Democrats in the House, was charged last year with bribery, money laundering and conspiracy. Trump also pardoned Cuellar's wife, Imelda, who also had been charged. He and his wife were scheduled to stand trial in April for the combined dozen charges. The 54-page indictment of Henry and Imelda Cuellar detailed a bold corruption scheme in which Cuellar allegedly promised to wield his power as a U.S. congressman to advocate for his benefactors.
Cuellar has repeatedly claimed that he and his wife are innocent. In response to Trump's pardon announcement, he said the president's decision "clears the air and lets us move forward for South Texas."
"I want to thank President Trump for his tremendous leadership and for taking the time to look at the facts. I thank God for standing with my family and I during this difficult time," Cuellar said in a statement released through his attorney. "This pardon gives us a clean slate. The noise is gone. The work remains. And I intend to meet it head on."
The investigation into Cuellar began in 2022. Federal authorities alleged that the congressman and his wife accepted hundreds of thousands of dollars for advancing the interests of an energy company controlled by the Azerbaijan government and a bank headquartered in Mexico.
Cuellar is running for reelection in his Laredo district and has remained steadfast in his belief that the investigation into his alleged dealings with Azerbaijan would not hurt his popularity with voters.
The 70-year-old lawmaker has proved he remains the "King of Laredo," a nickname often used by his constituents, according to Democratic strategists working on House races, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they weren't authorized to speak publicly.
He has served in the House since arriving in 2005 -- including winning reelection twice since the federal investigation began in 2022, something the Democratic strategists pointed to as evidence that voters see past his legal liabilities. One strategist even suggested to The Washington Post on Wednesday that Trump's pardon probably would help Cuellar win reelection in 2026, because it removes the drama of a trial from shrouding his campaign.
While the investigation into Cuellar was independently run by the Justice Department, in his Wednesday post, Trump -- who has often accused his opponents of weaponizing the justice system against him -- said the investigation was "unAmerican" and accused Democrats of being willing to "attack, rob, lie, cheat, destroy, and decimate anyone who dares to oppose their Far Left Agenda."
Speaking at the White House later Wednesday, a reporter asked Trump if he's worried he made it easier for Cuellar to win reelection, which could complicate Republicans' push to retain control of the House next year. Trump said he wasn't worried about the implications the pardon might have on the 2026 election, arguing that Cuellar is "a respected person" who was "treated very badly because he said that people should not be allowed to pour into our country."
"He didn't like open borders," Trump said.
In his Truth Social post, Trump also attached a letter that appears to be sent to him by Cuellar's daughters, in which they ask Trump to "show mercy and compassion" to their parents. The letter referenced Trump's legal troubles, saying that when he and his family "faced your own challenges, we understood that pain in a very human way."
The letter also said Cuellar's "independence and honesty may have contributed to how this case began."
"He has never been afraid to speak his mind, especially when it comes to protecting the people of South Texas and securing the border from the policies of the previous administration," the letter said.
Trump accused the Biden administration of weaponizing the justice system against "anyone who disagreed with them" -- including Cuellar.
"Crooked Joe used the FBI and DOJ to 'take out' a member of his own Party after Highly Respected Congressman Henry Cuellar bravely spoke out against Open Borders, and the Biden Border 'Catastrophe,'" Trump wrote in his post.
Although Cuellar is a Democrat, he repeatedly criticized the Biden administration's immigration policies and voted with Republicans to limit abortion access.
Trump's pardon appeared to initially take Cuellar by surprise.
When a Post reporter texted Cuellar about the news Wednesday morning, the congressman replied with a question mark. He later followed up that message by sending a social media post that included his statement on the pardon.
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) described Cuellar as a "beloved" House member in an interview with CNN on Wednesday morning. Jeffries said that the indictment against Cuellar "was very thin to begin with" and that he expected the charges to be dismissed eventually, "if not at the trial court level, by the Supreme Court, as they've repeatedly done in instances just like this."
The Democratic leader said he didn't know why Trump decided to pardon Cuellar but added that he expects the congressman to continue serving as a member of the House Democratic Caucus.
Within hours of the pardon announcement, Cuellar filed the paperwork to run for reelection in 2026 as a Democrat.
Multiple Republicans, including House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) and the National Republican Congressional Committee, did not return requests for comment.
Matthew Choi contributed to this report.
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Courts & Law
Supreme Court weighs Mississippi preacher's argument on civil rights 
Police in Brandon arrested Gabriel Olivier and charged him with breaking a recently passed city law that confined protests to a designated area near the theater.

The Supreme Court in June 2024. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Julian  Mark | 2025-12-04
In May 2021, an evangelical Christian preacher stood outside an amphitheater in Mississippi with his protest group, waving posters with pictures of aborted fetuses, passing out fliers and using a loudspeaker to get their message out.
Police in Brandon arrested Gabriel Olivier and charged him with breaking a recently passed city law that confined protests to a designated area near the theater. Olivier pleaded no contest, and received a $304 fine and one year's probation.
When Olivier sought to challenge the city's law as a violation of his free-speech rights, federal judges pointed to an obscure rule meant to block defendants from using federal civil rights lawsuits to invalidate their criminal convictions.
The Supreme Court on Wednesday weighed arguments in the case, which concerns the constitutional right to free speech and when defendants can challenge laws they were convicted of violating.
A lawyer representing Olivier told the high court his lawsuit seeks to shield him from future charges under the city statute. He served no jail time, and a successful lawsuit would not affect his past conviction, Olivier's attorney, Allyson Ho, told the justices.
"It doesn't relieve Olivier of any consequences of his conviction, and it doesn't compensate Olivier for any potential harm caused by his conviction," she said.
Lawyers for the city of Brandon told the court that any judgment in Olivier's favor could invalidate his past conviction and open the door for other defendants convicted of more serious crimes to circumvent their convictions.
At times, the justices challenged the arguments presented by Olivier's attorney, citing what courts call the "Heck bar," named for the 1994 precedent in Heck v. Humphrey. In that case, a unanimous Supreme Court placed strict limits on when criminal defendants can file civil rights suits as they relate to a conviction. The limits are meant to block criminal offenders from using civil rights lawsuits to short-circuit their sentences.
"If we take Heck for all it's worth, you can't win," said Justice Elena Kagan.
The justices also signaled they were concerned about following the rule too closely. Too strict a reading could block defendants from bringing legitimate civil rights claims.
Justice Clarence Thomas asked repeatedly whether Olivier's conviction would be invalidated if someone else challenged the same law.
"If a third party can bring the exact same claim, why would [Olivier] be precluded from bringing a legitimate" federal civil rights claim? Thomas asked.
Attorney G. Todd Butler, arguing for the city of Brandon, said Olivier's conviction changed the dynamics of the case. Olivier could have appealed through the state court system but did not, so he should not have the right to challenge the law in federal court, Butler said.
In its court filings, the city said it had previous run-ins with Olivier and his group. Soon after the city amphitheater opened in 2018, Olivier and his group stood outside the amphitheater and, through a loudspeaker, called patrons derogatory names and waved signs with pictures of aborted fetuses, the city said.
The court filings said that a year later, the city passed a law that directed protests to a designated area near the amphitheater an hour before and after concerts. In 2021, Olivier returned with his group, and police arrested him for protesting outside the designated area, they said.
After pleading no contest to the charges, Olivier filed a federal civil rights lawsuit saying that the city's law violated his free-speech rights. He still had several months left on his probation sentence. A Mississippi trial court and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit blocked Olivier's lawsuit from moving forward, citing the Heck rule.
"Although Petitioner claims in this case that the courthouse doors are closed, that argument ignores the countless doors [Olivier] chose not to enter," Butler said.
It was unclear when the justices would rule on the case.
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MyPillow founder Mike Lindell files paperwork for Minnesota gubernatorial bid
Lindell, the CEO of MyPillow CEO and a 2020 election denier, joins a crowded race in his unlikely Republican bid against two-term incumbent Gov. Tim Walz (D).

Mike Lindell hangs out on the floor of the Milwaukee Panther Arena during the RNC on July 15, 2024. (Sara Stathas/For The Washington Post)


By Brianna Tucker | 2025-12-03
Mike Lindell, the MyPillow CEO and a prominent 2020 election conspiracist, filed paperwork on Wednesday to run for governor of Minnesota, setting up a long-shot Republican bid against two-term incumbent Gov. Tim Walz (D) in an already crowded race.
The Mike Lindell for Governor committee registered with the state's Campaign Finance Board on Wednesday, according to court filings, allowing him to officially raise campaign funds. Lindell told the Minnesota Star Tribune that his run for governor "isn't 100% yet."
"I am going to announce either way on Dec. 11," he told the outlet.
Lindell's potential entrance would add to a packed Republican field of challengers hoping to unseat Walz in 2026, including Minneapolis attorney Chris Madel, Minnesota House Speaker Lisa Demuth, Rep. Kristin Robbins, and others.
An ardent supporter of President Donald Trump, Lindell was a key figure at the center of baseless claims that the 2020 presidential election was stolen from Trump and has faced various lawsuits and other financial challenges as a result.
In June, Lindell and his media company FrankSpeech were found liable for defamation in a federal lawsuit brought by one of Dominion Voting System's former employees and ordered to pay $2.3 million to the former staffer. A separate defamation lawsuit by Dominion -- which argued Lindell refused to stop repeating false claims that its voting machines were manipulated to rig the 2020 election against Trump -- is still pending.
In September, a federal judge ruled the pillow executive defamed another election technology company, Smartmatic, through similar claims. At a federal court hearing in April, Lindell said his legal disputes left him "in ruins" and unable to pay court-ordered sanctions to election software maker Smartmatic, according to ABC News.
Lindell was also initially ordered to pay $5 million to a Nevada man who in 2021 accepted his viral challenge to "Prove Mike Wrong" by showing that Lindell's purported evidence of election fraud did not actually indicate widespread voter fraud in the 2020 election. But an appeals court overturned the order, sparing him from another payout.
The mounting fallout also effected his company, MyPillow, with major retailers such as Bed Bath & Beyond, Wayfair, and Kohl's removing his products in 2021. The Chaska, Minnesota-based company also faced lawsuits claiming unpaid invoices and loans.
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Lawmakers ask Bondi for update on Epstein files as deadline nears
Many Democrats have expressed skepticism that the Trump administration will follow through on releasing the files after the White House spent months trying to prevent it.

Attorney General Pam Bondi at the White House on Oct. 23. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Theodoric Meyer | 2025-12-04
A bipartisan group of lawmakers asked Attorney General Pam Bondi on Wednesday to update them this week on the Justice Department's progress on releasing files related to Jeffrey Epstein.
President Donald Trump signed a law last month directing the Justice Department to release within 30 days files related to its investigation into Epstein -- who was arrested in 2019 on sex-trafficking charges and died in federal custody, apparently by suicide. But many Democrats have expressed skepticism that Trump will follow through on releasing the files after the White House spent months trying to prevent the law from passing.
The Justice Department has not responded to questions about how it plans to comply with the new law.
The lawmakers asked Bondi to brief them by Friday on "any new evidence, information or procedural hurdles that could interfere with the Department's ability to meet" the deadline, which requires the administration to release the files by Dec. 19.
The Justice Department announced last month at Trump's urging that it would open an investigation into Epstein's relationships with three Democrats: former president Bill Clinton, former treasury secretary Larry Summers and Reid Hoffman, a co-founder of LinkedIn who is a Democratic donor. Bondi cited "new information" that had come to light after the FBI said in July that its review of the files had turned up no evidence to justify further investigations, but she did not specify what that information was.
The law exempts from release files that would interfere with a current investigation if they were made public.
The lawmakers who signed Wednesday's letter -- Sens. Jeff Merkley (D-Oregon), Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) and Ben Ray Lujan (D-New Mexico) and Reps. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky) and Ro Khanna (D-California) -- asked for a briefing "to discuss the full contents of this new information in your possession."
Democrats said after the law passed that they believed the administration would find excuses to avoid releasing the files.
"They will likely say that releasing information will compromise ongoing investigations -- maybe investigations that they will start in order to make that argument," Merkley told reporters last month. "And how we handle that then is going to require a lot of consultation with the legal experts on how we can compel the release of the information."
As lawmakers in both parties have clamored for more information about Epstein, the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee has also sought records from Epstein's estate and elsewhere that it has made public.
The documents released by the committee have singed Democrats and Republicans alike.
Epstein wrote in a 2019 email that Trump "came to my house many times" during the period in which Epstein was abusing teenage girls but that Trump never participated in the abuse. Revelations of Summers's close relationship with Epstein have threatened to end his career. And text messages released by the committee revealed that Del. Stacey Plaskett, a Democratic member of Congress from the U.S. Virgin Islands, texted with Epstein during a 2019 congressional hearing with Michael Cohen, Trump's former fixer.
House Democrats released the latest files Wednesday: new photos and videos of Epstein's private island that the committee obtained from the Virgin Islands Department of Justice.
The photos were taken the year after Epstein's death and do not reveal any new details of his activities.
Rep. Robert Garcia (California), the top Democrat on the Oversight Committee, said the committee had also received records from J.P. Morgan and Deutsche Bank that it planned to review and release in the coming days. He called on the administration to comply with the law Congress passed.
"It's time for President Trump to release all the files, now," Garcia said in a statement.
Trump is not the only barrier to making the Epstein files public. The Justice Department asked federal courts in New York and Florida to unseal grand jury testimony in response to the law. But lawyers for Epstein's associate Ghislaine Maxwell, who was convicted on sex-trafficking charges in 2021, said in a court filing that they would oppose unsealing grand jury testimony in her case because she plans to file a petition with a federal court, known as a habeas corpus motion, asking a judge to release her from prison.
"Releasing the grand jury materials from her case, which contain untested and unproven allegations, would create undue prejudice so severe that it would foreclose the possibility of a fair retrial should Ms. Maxwell's habeas petition succeed," the lawyers, David Markus and Melissa Madrigal, wrote Wednesday in a letter to U.S. District Judge Paul Engelmayer.
Perry Stein and Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Justice
House Judiciary subpoenas Jack Smith to testify in private about Trump
House Judiciary Committee steps up the pressure on former special counsel Jack Smith, issuing a subpoena to compel testimony in private.

Special prosecutor Jack Smith addresses reporters Aug. 1, 2023, after his grand jury has issued more indictments of former president Donald Trump in Washington, D.C. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


By Perry Stein | 2025-12-03
House Republicans have upped their demands for Jack Smith to testify behind closed doors, issuing a subpoena on Wednesday to the former special counsel that calls on him to meet with members of the House Judiciary Committee and answer questions about his two federal prosecutions of President Donald Trump.
Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), who chairs the House Judiciary Committee, said in his letter to Smith -- which he posted on social media -- that Smith would be deposed on Dec. 17. Smith must hand over materials related to the investigations by Dec. 12, he said.
The demand is the latest in a string from Republican lawmakers aimed at getting Smith to testify privately and hand over materials related to the probes. In October, Jordan wrote Smith requesting that he sit for a private interview with lawmakers about the investigations, though did not issue a subpoena.
"Due to your service as special counsel, the Committee believes that you possess information that is vital to its oversight of this matter," the letter from Jordan reads.
Smith repeatedly has said he would sit for an interview with lawmakers in a public setting, but does not want to do it behind closed doors. His supporters have expressed concern that a private interview would be subject to selective leaks by committee members.
Trump weighed in while taking questions from reporters at a White House event Wednesday afternoon and agreed with Smith, saying that the former special counsel should testify in a public hearing.
"He's a sick man. There's something wrong with him. Actually, I think Jack Smith is a sick man. There's something really wrong with him," Trump said.
"I'd rather see him testify publicly, because there's no way he can answer the questions."
Public testimony, however, could put Republicans and the  administration in a tricky position. Smith has said he collected ample evidence showing that Trump committed the alleged crimes for which he was indicted. By calling Smith to testify, Republicans risk giving him a platform to air the evidence he collected against the president and failing to elicit testimony that would portray him as a corrupt prosecutor out to get Republicans.
The former special counsel has also said that, under long-standing protocol, he needs Justice Department guidance to tell him what he is allowed to testify about and what materials he is allowed to hand over. Smith, who is now a private citizen, says he does not have access to the investigatory materials, which are now in the Justice Department's possession.
The Justice Department did not immediately respond to a request asking if it had provided Smith with that guidance.
"Nearly six weeks ago Jack offered to voluntarily appear before the House Judiciary committee in an open hearing to answer any questions lawmakers have about his investigation," Smith's attorney, Peter Koski, said in a statement.
"We are disappointed that offer was rejected, and that the American people will be denied the opportunity to hear directly from Jack on these topics. Jack looks forward to meeting with the committee later this month to discuss his work and clarify the various misconceptions about his investigation."
If Smith failed to comply with the subpoena, he could risk prosecution. If a person defies a congressional subpoena, lawmakers could refer that person to the Justice Department for prosecution.
The back-and-forth over the terms of Smith's testimony highlights the Trump administration's contentious relationship with Smith and the large team of agents and prosecutors involved in investigating the president. The administration has fired multiple prosecutors and agents who worked on the cases and has portrayed Smith and his team as corrupt and politicized. The committee has also called some of Smith's deputies on the special counsel team for testimony.
Smith oversaw two federal investigations into Trump during the Biden administration. One examined Trump's alleged mishandling of classified materials after he left office, and the other probed his alleged attempts to overturn the 2020 election results.
Neither case made it to trial, and both were dismissed before Trump took office in January. Smith has said that he did nothing wrong and that he followed all investigatory protocols when overseeing the cases.
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Politics
In unexpected moment of candor, Shapiro says Harris told 'blatant lies' about him
Shapiro appeared to also dismiss some of Harris's accounts about him in her memoir "107 Days" by telling the Atlantic, "She's trying to sell books."

Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro (D) is known for his composure and tendency to stay on message. (Joe Lamberti/For The Washington Post)


By Amy B Wang | 2025-12-03
Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro (D) said former vice president Kamala Harris told "blatant lies" about him in her new book, in an unexpected moment of candor during an interview with the Atlantic that published Wednesday.
Shapiro, whom Harris considered as a potential running mate on the 2024 Democratic ticket before ultimately choosing Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, is known for his composure and tendency to stay on message. In a conversation with the Atlantic's Tim Alberta, however, Shapiro appeared to lose his cool when confronted -- seemingly for the first time -- with excerpts from Harris's then-unpublished memoir that concerned him.
In "107 Days," Harris wrote that, while interviewing Shapiro during the running mate selection process, he had "mused that he would want to be in the room for every decision," prompting Harris to tell him bluntly that "a vice president is not a co-president." Harris wrote that she worried Shapiro "would be unable to settle for a role as number two and that it would wear on our partnership." She told him that on every day she was president, she'd have "ninety-nine problems and my VP can't be one."
Alberta wrote that Shapiro sounded exasperated when responding to suggestions that he had hijacked his vice-presidential interview, saying: "I did ask a bunch of questions. Wouldn't you ask questions if someone was talking to you about forming a partnership and working together?"
Harris also wrote in her memoir that, before Shapiro's interview, the Pennsylvania governor asked her residence manager how many bedrooms were in the vice-presidential residence and wondered aloud about whether the Smithsonian might work with him to loan Pennsylvania art for the house. This particular detail seemed to provoke the most incredulous and defensive response from Shapiro, according to Alberta.
"That's complete and utter bull----," Shapiro told the Atlantic. "I can tell you that her accounts are just blatant lies."
When asked if he felt betrayed by Harris, whom he had known for 20 years, Shapiro "snapped," according to Alberta.
"I mean, she's trying to sell books and cover her a--," Shapiro told the Atlantic, before apparently collecting himself and backtracking. "I shouldn't say 'cover her a--.' I think that's not appropriate ... She's trying to sell books. Period."
Representatives for Harris did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
Shapiro's remarks in the interview are much sharper and more candid than his official response to Harris's book when it was published in September. At the time, Shapiro spokesman Manuel Bonder released a statement saying it was "simply ridiculous to suggest that Governor Shapiro was focused on anything other than defeating Donald Trump and protecting Pennsylvania from the chaos we are living through now."
"The Governor campaigned tirelessly for the Harris-Walz ticket -- and as he has made clear, the conclusion of this process was a deeply personal decision for both him and the Vice President," Bonder added then.
Shapiro, a lawyer and former Pennsylvania attorney general, has served as governor of the Keystone State since 2023. He is up for reelection for a second term as governor next year and is widely considered a potential presidential candidate in 2028.
Maeve Reston and Sophia Nguyen contributed to this report.
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Letters to the Editor
Why the National Park fee for foreign visitors will backfire
Readers respond to Post articles and commentary.

(Ross D. Franklin/AP)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-12-04
The Trump administration announced that the prices it will charge foreigners to enter U.S. national parks will be higher than the prices charged to Americans, as was reported in the Nov. 28 news article "'America-first' upcharges to be levied on foreign visitors at national parks." This plan is a continuation of the administration's incoherent trade policy.
Foreigners who visit U.S. national parks are purchasing an American export: American tourism services. If foreign governments wanted to protect their own tourist industries from American competition, among the tools at their disposal would be tariffs on their citizens' purchases of tickets to U.S. parks. This protectionist practice, which would indeed reduce foreign demand for an important American export, is one that President Donald Trump would probably denounce with cries of "ripping us off."
And yet the Trump administration's higher park fees for foreigners are economically very similar to foreign tariffs on an American export. With these higher park fees, Trump saves foreign governments from the bother of imposing tariffs to protect their tourist industries; he himself is protecting other countries' tourist industries from American competition.
Donald J. Boudreaux, Fairfax
The Nov. 28 obituary "Black Power activist known as H. Rap Brown" said Jamil Al-Amin (formerly H. Rap Brown) died in prison while serving time for murdering a sheriff's deputy in 2000. Yet nowhere in the obituary was the name of the fallen officer, Fulton County (Georgia) Deputy Ricky Kinchen. There also was no mention of Deputy Aldranon English, who was shot in that same incident.
By omitting their names, the obituary erased the human cost of Al-Amin's violence. Kinchen's sacrifice deserves recognition equal to the notoriety of the man who killed him. And English's survival and suffering should not be ignored. That they were not named was a disservice to The Post's readers and to the victims' families.
Kinchen's life and service matter, and he should not be forgotten.
Craig W. Floyd, Alexandria
The writer is founder and president of the nonprofit Citizens Behind the Badge.
The Dec. 1 editorial "Trump mimics Biden's approach to railroad safety" on automated track inspection misstated the Federal Railroad Administration's rulemaking and the position of the Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employes Division-Teamsters (BMWED). It left an inaccurate picture of what the agency is considering and why inspectors are raising alarms.
Automated track inspection is permitted under federal regulations. The petition now before the FRA is not a request to adopt ATI. It is a request to cut back the human visual inspection frequencies that form the backbone of track safety. Arguments about "archaic regulations" that ignore this distinction do not reflect the record.
BMWED does not oppose ATI. We have supported FRA efforts to require the railroads to run ATI three to four times per year. Additionally, since 2018, we have worked to engage the Class I railroads in evaluating whether visual inspections could be safely adjusted without compromising track safety. But the railroads are now pushing for a 72-hour inspection delay, which is well outside the bounds of safe practice. Technology should supplement human inspection to enhance safety.
The docket contains sworn statements from qualified inspectors, defect photographs and data documenting hazardous conditions that ATI failed to identify. The claim that our union is trying to preserve "dues-paying members slogging around on the tracks" is false and dismissive of the people who protect the American public. Our members live in the communities where these trains move. They see where automation performs well and where it misses defects that can lead to derailments.
The question before the FRA is not whether ATI should be allowed. It is whether the country will reduce the essential visual inspections that catch what ATI misses.
Roy L. Morrison, Washington
The writer is the director of safety for the Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employes Division Teamsters.
It is commendable that The Post recognized declining crime rates across the nation and the human impact of such drastic decreases in the Nov. 21 front-page article "5 cities help explain why homicide rates are falling across U.S." One city that merits inclusion in any list of significant crime declines is Columbus, Ohio. In fact, when compared with the cities highlighted in the article, it had the sharpest decline in homicides so far this year relative to the same period in 2021.
Based on the data, Columbus is the safest it's been in more than a decade, even with steady growth in the metropolitan area at nearly 15 percent during that time. The city attributes this progress to a combination of strategies: expanding youth mentorship programs, right response practices, data-driven special operations and investments in community initiatives that strengthen trust between residents and law enforcement. Columbus is also modernizing its police department through its recruitment practices and mental health support for officers. Municipalities nationwide can learn from the modernizations underway in Columbus.
Kate McSweeney-Pishotti, Columbus, Ohio
The writer is the municipal director of public safety.
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Opinions
The GOP's 2026 outlook improves from worse to bad
A comfortable Tennessee special election win points to gloomy midterms, probably not a historic rout.

Rep. Matt Van Epps (R-Tennessee) holds his daughter's Bible, which he used to take the oath of office from House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) on Thursday. (Kevin Wolf/Associated Press)


By Henry Olsen | 2025-12-04
Henry Olsen is a senior fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center.
Republican Matt Van Epps's victory by nine percentage points in Tuesday's special election in Tennessee should pour some cold water on predictions of a Republican disaster in next year's midterms. But there's no doubt the GOP is facing headwinds in its effort to hold control of Congress in 2026.
Van Epps's 7th Congressional District win was larger than a shocking pre-election Emerson College poll had foreseen. That poll gave Van Epps just a two-point lead, within the margin of error, in a district that President Donald Trump carried by 22 percentage points in 2024. Many pundits also forecast a close race, noting that Democrats had outperformed the presidential margin by an average of 20 points in other congressional special elections this year.
That's why the final margin was actually reassuring for Republicans. The party was able to turn out its base, leading to a vote total almost as high as 2022's midterms. Skittish GOP members of Congress can feel more confident that they aren't likely to fall victim next year to an upset on the scale of Democrat Conor Lamb's surprise capture of a normally safe GOP seat in Pennsylvania in 2018.
This doesn't mean the result was good for Republicans. A 13-point swing from 2024 would still, if replicated across the country next year, result in a blue wave likely to produce a gain of 30 or more seats for Democrats in the House. It might even be enough for them to recapture the Senate.
That magnitude of shift is still unlikely, however. In the Trump era, midterm electorates have been larger, and more Republican, than those of special elections. In 2022, Tennessee had one of the lowest turnouts of any state. But more than 242,000 votes were cast in 2018's midterm election in the 7th District, about one-third more than on Tuesday. If Van Epps and his Democratic opponent, state Rep. Aftyn Behn, square off in a rematch next November, expect Van Epps to win much more comfortably.
Special election shifts do, however, generally predict the direction of the following year's midterm. CNN Harry's Enten noted that parties that overperformed their presidential election year margin in the following cycle's special elections have captured control of the House five out of five times since 2005. That should scare House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), despite Tuesday's relatively good news.
There's an obvious reason the GOP is in trouble: Trump's job approval rating. A president's job approval is the single best predictor of how well his party will fare in a midterm election. Right now, Trump sports an abject 42.4 percent approval on the RealClearPolitics average. He's a bit higher than that among voters, because the average includes polls of all adults, which necessarily include noncitizens. Stripping them out improves Trump's rating only to 43.5 percent. That's still 1.5 points below his approval in the 2018 midterm exit poll -- and the GOP lost 40 House seats that year.
The party won't lose that many in 2026 because it holds far fewer seats won by the Democrat in the prior presidential election. House Republicans went into 2018 holding 26 seats that Hillary Clinton carried in 2016; they lost 23 of those. They will go into 2026 defending only three seats that Kamala Harris won in 2024, excluding districts that have been altered via redistricting.
Still, there are 20 to 25 Trump-carried seats outside of the states engaging in redistricting that probably will be up for grabs if Trump's job approval remains this low. And the party's unprecedented mid-decade redistricting efforts are not likely to offset these losses. As things stand, Democrats would almost certainly gain six House seats in California and Utah, while Republicans would net only five from Texas, Missouri and North Carolina. Democrats could lock in a few more gains if they redistrict Maryland and Virginia, enough to counter expected gains from Republican efforts in Indiana and Florida.
We're a bit under a year away from the midterms and a lot can happen in that time. President Joe Biden had only a 42.3 percent approval rating at this point in his term, yet Democrats lost only nine House seats and gained a Senate seat in 2022. Current trends point to a gloomy year for Republicans, but not a historic shellacking, and President Trump and the GOP sill have time to turn it around.
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Opinions
Gene Simmons: Congress, I have a plea for you
Long ago, broadcast radio helped bands like Kiss break through. Today, that business model is broken.

(The Washington Post)


By Gene Simmons | 2025-12-04
Gene Simmons is the bassist and co-lead singer of Kiss.
I've been a member of the hard rock band Kiss for more than 50 years. In that time, we have entertained millions of fans around the world and sold more than 100 million records.
But I still remember our first gig -- in front of fewer than 10 people at club in Queens. It paid just $50. We loved the experience, though, and that encouraged us to take creative chances. With our platform boots, black-and-white face paint, elaborate outfits and pyrotechnics, we eventually broke through.

From left: Kiss band members Gene Simmons, Peter Criss and Paul Stanley, behind Ace Frehley, circa 1975. (Steve Morley/Redferns/Getty Images)


On Sunday, President Donald Trump will present us with the Kennedy Center Honors in Washington. Not bad for some kids from the boroughs of New York.
Yet, for all the success Kiss has enjoyed, I worry about the challenges facing the next generation of recording artists. My own children, Sophie and Nick, are successful musicians in their own right, but the obstacles they face are much different from the ones we had to overcome.
Chief among them is the broken radio business model. When Kiss started, radio stations offered publicity for up-and-coming artists. Consumers would hear a song on the radio. If they didn't like it, they could change the station. If they did like it, they might go buy an album.
Local radio stations offered music for free and made their money by running advertisements. It was a fair trade for local stations and artists looking to make it.
That's not how it works anymore. Listeners are more likely today to discover new music on Spotify, Apple Music, YouTube or TikTok. At the same time, more and more local stations have been bought up by big corporations like iHeart or Audacy. They still play music without paying artists -- often hits that listeners already know -- in order to generate ad revenue. But almost no one listens to the radio today and then buys an album because they hear a song they like.
In 2024, those radio corporations made almost $14 billion in advertising revenue. Artists got nothing -- not a penny -- from the radio giants that used their music.
It's past time for Congress to fix this. After all, the public airwaves belong to the American people, not to the corporations who use them to make money. Every other music delivery platform -- streaming, social media, cable TV -- pays artists for the use of their work.
Why do radio corporations still get a pass?
On Tuesday, following the Kennedy Center Honors, I will testify before the Senate about a bill that would force terrestrial radio corporations to compensate artists fairly.
The American Music Fairness Act will close the radio loophole and finally compel these companies to pay performers for the music they use. The legislation will protect small, independent broadcasters -- those not owned by huge corporations -- while generating hundreds of millions of dollars in new economic activity.
That could make a real difference in the lives of artists who are still trying to make it in the music industry, as well as thousands of backup singers, musicians, sound engineers and others whose names you may not know, but whose efforts are essential for bringing an album to life. They deserve to get paid fairly for the work they do. Under this bill, they will -- because it would require broadcasters to pay performers for terrestrial radio play like they already do on the digital side.
Republicans and Democrats might not agree on much these days, but they should agree on this: Every American who works hard deserves to have that hard work rewarded with fair pay.
I'm confident that if Congress sends the president this bill, he will sign it into law. After all, this is the same president who signed the Music Modernization Act in 2018 to update copyright protections for the digital era. The same president I've known for decades -- long before he got into politics -- as someone who appreciates not only art, but the artists who make it possible.
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Opinions
Trump's boat strike playbook was written by Obama
The former president's "double tap" attacks were not unlawful. Neither are the current one's.   

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth at the White House on Tuesday. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


By Marc Thiessen | 2025-12-04
The Post reported last week that, based on a "spoken directive" from Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth, the U.S. military carried out what is known as a "double-tap" strike in the Caribbean Sea -- hitting a Venezuelan vessel that had the signature of a drug boat, then launching a follow-on strike that sank the boat and killed the survivors. The Post quoted experts suggesting that second strike was a "war crime" that could subject those involved to future prosecution.
Hegseth said Tuesday that he was unaware of that there had been any survivors or a follow-on strike until hours later. But even if he had directly ordered the second attack, there is nothing unlawful about hitting a military target multiple times to make sure it has been eliminated.
President Barack Obama did it all the time. Indeed, in targeting cartels it has designated as foreign terrorist organizations, the Trump administration appears to be closely following the playbook pioneered by Obama.
On taking office, Obama dramatically escalated the use of drone strikes against terrorism targets after ending the CIA's terrorist interrogation program -- finding it was simpler to vaporize enemy combatants rather than capture them alive for questioning. So Obama forged what the New York Times called at the time a "take-no-prisoners policy," ordering over 540 drone strikes on terrorists in Pakistan, Somalia and Yemen (including one that killed a U.S. citizen, Anwar al-Awlaki, leader of al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula).
The strikes Obama ordered were similar to those Trump has carried out in the waters off of Venezuela. Obama used what were called "signature strikes" in which the U.S. targeted patterns of behavior denoting terrorist activity ("signatures") even when the precise identity of the individuals being targeted was unknown. And he routinely carried out so-called "double-tap" strikes -- hitting a target once and then striking again to take out any survivors or other terrorists who rushed to the scene after the initial hit.
"We used double-taps all the time," said David Shedd, former deputy director and acting director of the Defense Intelligence Agency in the Obama administration. "You would get the initial signature off of a target that's been hit," he told me in a podcast interview, "and if you saw that they 'squirted' and were injured ... you hit them again." In fact, he said, "there was often a second predator ready to go ... that was fully expected to be used if you didn't have a 100 percent coming out of the first hit -- and maybe a third hit," adding that "it was done routinely" and there "was bipartisan support on the Hill for doing it."
Obama personally approved the "kill lists" for these strikes. "Turns out I'm really good at killing people," Obama reportedly declared to aides. According to one estimate, the strikes Obama authorized killed an estimated 3,797 people.
So, anyone who wants to charge Pete Hegseth with war crimes should charge Barack Obama first.
Obama declared that his strikes were legal, effective and necessary. Well, so are Trump's. This year, the administration formally designated eight international drug cartels as Foreign Terrorist Organizations and Specially Designated Global Terrorists. His administration then notified Congress that "the United States is in a non-international armed conflict with these designated terrorist organizations" and had "reached a critical point where we must use force in self-defense and defense of others." The Justice Department's Office of Legal Counsel issued a classified legal opinion that set the parameters for this military campaign to ensure that it is carried out in compliance with U.S. law and the laws of armed conflict.
Pentagon spokesman Sean Parnell told The Post in November that "lawyers up and down the chain of command have been thoroughly involved in reviewing these operations prior to execution" and were given "the opportunity to disagree" and "no lawyer involved has questioned the legality of the Caribbean strikes."
Even if one did not accept that Trump's terrorist designation justified strikes against the cartels, there is another legal basis for military action: The administration has also argued in court that cartels -- including Tren de Aragua and Cartel de los Soles -- have "infiltrated" the Venezuelan regime's "military and law enforcement apparatus" and "taken control over Venezuelan territory" resulting in a "hybrid criminal state." As John Yoo, former deputy assistant attorney general in the Office of Legal Counsel, told me, if the cartels are part of the Venezuelan regime, then they are effectively "an auxiliary attachment to the regular armed forces and the intelligence agencies in Venezuela" and are thus legitimate targets of military action against the Venezuelan state.
No doubt the Pentagon will investigate this strike to determine if that it was carried out according to the OLC's legal guidance and the laws of war. But the Trump administration's military campaign against the drug cartels is backed up by sound legal reasoning and legal precedent set during the Obama-Biden administration.
Which means everyone should take a breath before throwing rhetoric like "war crime" around. Because if Barack Obama can launch double-tap strikes to take out terrorists, so can Donald Trump.
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Opinions
There are valid debates among conservatives. This isn't one.
Conservatives must draw a bright line against the bigotry of Nick Fuentes and other extremists.

(Evan Cobb for The Washington Post)


By Robert P. George | 2025-12-04
Robert P. George is the McCormick professor of jurisprudence and director of the James Madison Program in American Ideals and Institutions at Princeton University.
What should the conservative movement stand for? What should conservatives dedicate themselves to conserving?
Over the past few weeks, it has become clear that people describing themselves as conservatives don't agree on the answers to these questions.
Legitimate differences and debates exist among authentic conservatives. Although conservatives certainly reject socialism, there is no canonical conservative position on, for example, how much regulation of markets is desirable. Some conservatives lean heavily in the direction of strict libertarianism; others allow more room for government interventions in the economy.
Similarly, while conservatives generally believe that America should support other democracies, especially where they are under threat, conservatives have a range of perspectives on the question of how interventionist or noninterventionist U.S. foreign policy should be.
So, in a sense, conservatism is, and should be, a "big tent."
Still, there are limits.
Those limits are reached when people claiming the mantle of conservatism promote white supremacy, antisemitism, eugenics, the subjugation of women, and other forms of ideological extremism and bigotry.
So-called "groypers," such as the Hitler (and Stalin) sympathizer Nick Fuentes, want to be inside the tent, and they make no secret of their aim to take control of and remake the conservative movement.
Even conservatives who are appalled by the grotesque ideologies of Fuentes and his allies sometimes seem uncertain about how to deal with the phenomenon. They note that illiberal "influencers" have large online followings, especially among disaffected young men, and fear alienating them if they draw a bright line excluding racists and antisemites from membership in good standing in the conservative community.
But drawing a bright line is exactly what we need to do -- immediately.
Extremism and bigotry have no place in the conservative movement. They are contrary to the central things conservatives should be dedicating themselves to conserving, namely, the biblical principle of the inherent dignity of every member of the human family, and the civic principle that human beings are "created equal" and "endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights."
A plea to my fellow conservatives to draw a bright line against bigotry is not a call to "cancellation." Individuals who hold extremist or bigoted views possess the same right to express their opinions as everyone else has. I would fight -- indeed, I have fought -- to protect their free speech rights despite my profound rejection of their beliefs.
What I am doing is reminding conservatives that we stand for certain things. Therefore, not everything is up for grabs or negotiable. Nor is everyone, irrespective of their beliefs, welcome in the conservative movement. Unless you share conservatism's core values, then you are not with us in standing for what our movement exists to conserve.
There is, of course, more to American conservatism -- belief in the rule of law; in the nation's republican civic order; in accountable and limited government; in marriage and the family; in the importance of flourishing institutions of civil society; in traditional moral values, personal responsibility, and rewarding effort and achievement; in the constitutional principles of federalism and the separation of powers; in basic civil rights and liberties; in the market-based economy; in a sensible system of legal immigration, and in opposition to illegal immigration; in maintaining a healthy physical environment for everyone and a moral ecology suitable for the rearing of children; in a strong national defense and a sensible understanding of America's leadership role in the world.
At the foundation, however, is the basic commitment to inherent and equal dignity and natural rights. If conservatism doesn't stand for conserving these values, it stands for nothing. Everything else conservatives believe -- about politics and government, education, ethics, culture -- stands upon those foundational values. Any viewpoint that denies those values cannot be conservative.
Conservatism's core commitments provide the framework within which we debate the best means -- the best policies -- for effectuating our vision of the common good. These commitments don't resolve every political question, even among conservatives, but they set certain boundaries.
The intrusion of fundamentally anti-conservative ideas into American conservatism is connected to the rise of illiberalism on the left. For over a decade now, "wokeism" has produced authoritarian groupthink -- genuine cancel culture -- in universities, in journalism, in law and business firms, in medical education and practice, and in the public square as a whole. Decent and honorable people lost educational and professional opportunities, jobs, careers, financial stability and reputations when left-wing outrage mobs came for them. Illiberalism laid the groundwork for the "groyper" backlash now in full swing.
Still, the reality is that although these bigots are an extremely noisy online presence, most conservatives, including plenty of young conservative men, still embrace what Abraham Lincoln called the "ancient faith" -- the principles of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. By embracing these principles, conservatism can meet today's political, cultural and economic challenges.
The "groypers" who are attempting to bring their toxic ideas into the conservative movement and remake conservatism in their image ought to be met with reasoned, principled responses. Conservative leaders and institutions must not pander to them or play footsie with them. We must, in the name of our ancient faith, draw the bright line.
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Ominous maps of a falling fortress city reveal a change in Ukraine war
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The Post's View
The liberal judicial 'resistance' lives
A federal court exceeds its role by second-guessing Congress on funding Planned Parenthood.

A Planned Parenthood clinic in Indianapolis. (Darron Cummings/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2025-12-03
Presidents too often try to advance their agendas unilaterally. Yet when it comes to funding abortion, Republicans went about it the right way: The One Big Beautiful Bill, which President Donald Trump signed in July, restricted the payment of Medicaid funds to certain abortion providers for one year.
What message does it send that even this legitimate, politically accountable decision has been blocked for a second time on flimsy legal grounds? Judge Indira Talwani of Massachusetts, a nominee of President Barack Obama, tried to block the provision from going into effect in July after Planned Parenthood filed suit. Her ruling was unanimously put on hold by a three-judge appellate panel in September.
Now Talwani has struck again, ordering the same result in a suit brought by states with Democratic governors. It should go without saying that Congress has the power of the purse and can steer Medicaid funds in accordance with its political priorities. But Talwani is trying to impose elaborate legal restrictions on Congress's ability to change its Medicaid policy.
Talwani writes that states will be harmed by the change because "reduced contraceptive care, less frequent screenings for sexually transmitted infections, and delayed treatment for certain cancers" will burden them. Perhaps, but if the policy is harmful, residents of affected states can elect senators to reverse it. Judicial policymaking distorts the political process.
The opinion also says Congress was too vague about which health care providers are covered by the new Medicaid rules. But administering a welfare state always involves interpreting rules, not all of which are black and white. If there's a dispute about whether a particular provider was covered by the law, that can be handled on a case-by-case basis. It's not a reason to overturn Congress's nationwide policy.
The federal courts are an important check on overreach by the elected branches of government. But courts can also overreach and undermine their own legitimacy. Appellate judges would be doing the judiciary a favor by promptly reversing Talwani, again.
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The Post's View
Making sense of the Henry Cuellar pardon
The president views clemency in the monarchical tradition. This undermines the rule of law.

Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-Texas) speaks during a hearing this spring. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2025-12-03
It's tempting to try to divine some sort of political motive for President Donald Trump's surprise pardon Wednesday of Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-Texas), who was indicted last year along with his wife on charges of bribery, money laundering and conspiracy. Is Trump trying to get the moderate to flip parties? Is he trying to draw him under his thumb, as he did with New York Mayor Eric Adams (D)?
Often Trump has helped cronies or loyalists. He has been particularly sympathetic to targets of public corruption probes and white-collar criminals. But even after a string of shocking pardons -- most notably for Jan. 6 rioters -- the Cuellar decision was still striking.
Trump seems to view the pardon power in a way that's closer to its origins -- a monarchical tradition in which the king has authority to dispense with the law for whoever he sees fit. Maybe he decides to grant a person's plea because they are famous or have prominent activists behind their cause. Or maybe because that person has boosted Trump's cryptocurrency business. In this case, Trump appears to have been moved by a letter from the congressman's daughters, in which they pleaded for his "mercy and compassion." The reason doesn't matter exactly; what matters is he is the ultimate arbiter.
That, of course, is Trump's prerogative. There are no explicit constitutional limits on the clemency power. The Founders intended for presidents to be able to modulate the harshness of the criminal law. But Trump shows little inclination to use that power in the public interest. This personalized system of punishment is already eroding confidence in the rule of law. In that way, the excessive use of clemency is almost as problematic as the lawfare campaign he is waging against his critics.
Earlier this week, Trump released former Honduran president Juan Orlando Hernandez after his drug-trafficking convictions -- practically the same crimes Trump has suggested necessitate removing Venezuelan dictator Nicolas Maduro. In recent weeks, Trump has also freed from prison private equity executive David Gentile, who served just a few days of his seven-year sentence for defrauding thousands of investors to the tune of $1.6 billion. And he's wiped away the sentence of Joseph Schwartz, convicted of using his nursing home business to defraud the government of $38 million -- a conviction previously touted by Trump's pick for U.S. attorney in New Jersey.
None of these are sympathetic, but the president seems to care little about blowback. He said he pardoned Hernandez because "many friends" asked him to do so, and he didn't much like the idea of the former president of another country behind bars. Others he has cast as victims of overzealous prosecutors in the Biden era (as in the case of Cuellar). For some, like Schwartz, the reason for Trump's mercy remains unclear. White House officials would only say "the President is the final decision-maker."
Cuellar seemed caught off guard by the news. He was scheduled to go on trial in April for allegedly accepting hundreds of thousands of dollars for advancing the interests of an energy company controlled by the Azerbaijan government and a bank headquartered in Mexico. He has always proclaimed his innocence.
Previous administrations attempted to formalize the process by which presidents distribute clemency, tasking career lawyers in the Justice Department with reviewing cases and making recommendations. Some have used the pardon power to enact policy goals for classes of people, such as Jimmy Carter's unconditional pardon to Vietnam draft dodgers or Joe Biden's use of clemency for people convicted of federal marijuana crimes.
Trump is far from the first president to abuse this superpower. Biden lied by saying he wouldn't pardon his son Hunter, only to do so after the election. Biden also issued preemptive pardons to other members of his family and staff. Trump actually resisted doing that at the end of his first term, but it's unimaginable he won't follow the Biden precedent before he leaves office in 2029.
Remember Bill Clinton pardoning Marc Rich on his final day in office 25 years ago? The financier was a fugitive from the law, but Clinton let him off after his ex-wife donated to the Clinton Presidential Library and Hillary Clinton's Senate campaign. That will forever tar Clinton's legacy, just as Trump's pardons should his.
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Opinions
It's a strange 'charity' that pays fired football coaches $228M
The government should not treat university athletic departments like food banks.

LSU head coach Brian Kelly during an NCAA college football game against Texas A&M on Oct. 25 in Baton Rouge. (Gerald Herbert/AP)


By Scott Hodge | 2025-12-03
Scott Hodge is a tax and fiscal policy fellow at Arnold Ventures and president emeritus of the Tax Foundation.
The holiday season is a time to consider a generous gift to those in need, such as a food bank, a homeless shelter or perhaps the athletic department at your alma mater to help finance the buyout of the recently fired football coach.
Say what?
With more than a month left in the college football season, over a dozen universities are already on the hook for a record $228 million in buyouts to 15 fired football coaches, and much of this will be financed by tax-deductible donations from alumni.
It's unlikely that when Congress created the charitable tax deduction a century ago, it envisioned it as a tool to subsidize losing college football programs. University athletic departments should no longer be treated as charities.
The most notable buyout this year is the $54 million severance package LSU owes fired football coach Brian Kelly, which is reported to be underwritten by one donor. Kelly's buyout is still short of the record $76 million that Texas A&M owed fired coach Jimbo Fisher in 2023. LSU hired Ole Miss coach Lane Kiffin Sunday to replace Kelly with a pay package worth $13 million annually over seven years, making Kiffin one of the highest-paid coaches in college sports.
These buyouts are just the latest in what has been an expensive pattern by top collegiate athletic programs. According to the Knight Commission on Intercollegiate Athletics, the universities in the 10 conferences that compose the Football Bowl Subdivision -- and who compete for the national championship -- have paid out over $852 million in severances to coaches fired between 2012 and 2024. This year's buyouts brings the total to over $1 billion.
While this is certainly a staggering sum, these schools and conferences generated nearly $110 billion in revenue over the same period.
As Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-Washington) reminds us in a recent letter to Congress's Joint Committee on Taxation, "Unlike professional sports, however, the NCAA and athletic conferences operate as tax-exempt organizations because they are under the umbrella of the tax-exempt educational institutions with whom they are affiliated."
While athletic departments rely heavily on revenue from media rights, corporate sponsorships and ticket sales, charitable donations play a key role. At LSU, donations accounted for 37 percent, or $82 million, of the athletic department's total revenue of $220 million in 2024. Media rights and distributions from the NCAA accounted for 28 percent ($61.6 million) and ticket sales 24 percent ($51.8 million).
To rein in coaches' salaries, Rep. Michael Baumgartner (R-Washington) recently introduced the Correcting Opportunity and Accountability in Collegiate Hiring (COACH) Act. It would limit the amount an athletic department could pay an employee to no more than 10 times the amount of the in-state tuition for a full-time undergraduate student.
This is well-intentioned, but the base salary most coaches are paid is a fraction of their total compensation from endorsements; shoe deals; name, image and likeness (NIL); and appearance fees. As we have seen with attempts to restrict corporate chief executive compensation, there are always ways to game the rules.
In a broader effort, Cantwell has asked the Joint Committee on Taxation to help her "develop legislative proposals that address the tax implications associated with the future of college athletics." This could mean removing the tax exemption for the NCAA, member institutions and their affiliated conferences. Or it could mean taxing the revenue these organizations receive from TV contracts, corporate sponsorships, ticket sales, advertising and licensing -- just as professional sports teams are taxed.
Cantwell's inquiry is long overdue. The last time Congress deeply examined the business of college sports was in 2006. In a lengthy letter to Myles Brand, then-president of the NCAA, Ways and Means Committee chairman Bill Thomas (R-California) asked a question that is still relevant today. "From the standpoint of a Federal taxpayer, what benefits does the NCAA provide taxpayers in exchange for its tax exemption?"
Plumbing this issue more thoroughly, Thomas asked, "Why should the Federal government subsidize the athletic activities of educational institutions when that subsidy is being used to help pay for escalating coaches' salaries, costly chartered travel, and state-of-the-art athletic facilities?"
Brand's answer was less than satisfactory, merely citing a 1984 Supreme Court case which "recognized the importance of the regulatory role of the NCAA in preserving amateurism in college sports."
How quaint.
Since then, the business model for college sports has changed as much as the way we consume live sports. Colleges can now pay athletes. Athletes can profit from their NIL. The transfer portal makes them free agents every year looking for the best deal. One-and-done athletes see college as a springboard to the pros. And private equity firms are looking to get a piece of these lucrative media deals.
Universities are preparing for the inevitable professionalization of college athletics. The University of Kentucky has transferred its athletic department into Champions Blue, a tax-exempt limited liability corporation designed to make the program more nimble, thus able to generate revenue streams. The University of Tennessee recently formed a nonprofit, the UT Athletics Foundation, to manage its new $10 million deal with Adidas and to take over player compensation duties from the current booster-supported NIL sponsorship groups.
The problem with these ventures is that they are created under the tax-exempt umbrella of the universities. So, while the athletic departments stand to profit handsomely, the question Rep. Thomas asked the NCAA 20 years ago still holds: "What are taxpayers getting in exchange for this tax-exemption?"
Not enough to justify subsidizing $228 million in buyouts for fired coaches.
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Opinions
The Middle East's moment of opportunity is slipping away 
Hard-won openings for change will close without more focus and follow-up from the U.S. 

Tents amid in the Nuseirat camp for displaced Palestinians in the central Gaza Strip on Tuesday. (Eyad Baba/AFP/Getty Images)


By David Ignatius | 2025-12-03
The past two years of war brought death and destruction to the Middle East, but they also created remarkable openings for change in Gaza, Lebanon, Syria and Iran. Sadly, those opportunities might be squandered because of mishandling and delay by the United States, Israel and the Arab states.
"Everything is stuck," a senior Israeli defense official told me this week. Because diplomats have failed to capitalize on the disarray of Iran and its allies, "all the fronts in the Middle East are still open," he warned. Most of Gaza's population is still controlled by Hamas, Lebanon hasn't fully regained its sovereignty from Hezbollah and Iran is rebuilding its battered military.
President Donald Trump's bold peace initiative ended the Israel-Gaza war and raised hopes that breakthroughs might be possible across the region. But the lack of follow-through by Washington and its partners leaves a Middle East that's still waiting for a stable "day after." Other than the release of all living Israeli hostages from Gaza, most of the goals of Trump's 20-point peace plan appear stillborn.
Israel achieved some stunning successes in its bloody campaigns against Hamas, Hezbollah and Iran. But Robert Satloff, director of the Washington Institute, cautioned in an interview this week that "the Israelis so far have failed to translate battlefield victories into political achievements. These are sad and regrettable lost opportunities."
Gaza illustrates the limits of Israeli military power to achieve political results. More than 70,000 Palestinians died in the war that followed Hamas's Oct. 7, 2023, terrorist attack. But analysts tell me that Hamas still controls about half of Gaza -- where roughly 85 percent of the population lives. Trump's peace plan called for an International Stabilization Force to disarm Hamas and a "Board of Peace" to oversee a massive reconstruction effort there. But for now this vision of a revitalized postwar Gaza is just a fantasy.
What's going wrong? Nations that had volunteered to join the international force, such as Indonesia and Azerbaijan, have been backing away, and donor countries are refusing to begin reconstruction projects until there's security in Gaza. Jared Kushner, Trump's son-in-law and one of his Gaza envoys, has proposed building "alternative secure communities" in the half of Gaza controlled by the Israeli military, hoping that magnet might draw Palestinians. But skeptics doubt that many Palestinians will cross the line into Israeli-controlled areas.
How can Trump and his partners break this logjam? They can recognize the screamingly obvious fact that the only force that can effectively disarm Hamas will be Palestinians, allied with a reformed version of the Palestinian Authority. Many Israeli military and security officials have long embraced this view. It's time for Trump to face that reality, too -- or watch his peace plan crumble into dust.
An opportunity to reanimate the Trump Gaza peace effort could come this week, as Mike Waltz, Trump's ambassador to the United Nations, visits Israel and Jordan. Waltz was forced to resign as national security adviser in May after a trivial flap over use of the private messaging app Signal. But he's one of the administration's most capable officials, and perhaps he can restart the stalled Gaza peace process.
Lebanon is the second missed opportunity -- but it, too, is salvageable with some work. Israel's attacks broke Hezbollah's stranglehold on the Lebanese state. That gave the country a chance to regain its sovereignty -- and, with a nudge from the Biden administration, it did so, electing Joseph Aoun, its army commander, as president. But to fully achieve this prize, Lebanon has to act like a sovereign state by disarming Hezbollah and reclaiming a monopoly of force.
Sadly, Lebanon is failing that test. Aoun has disarmed Hezbollah south of the Litani River but not to the north, as was promised would happen by the end of this year. Israel is striking Hezbollah targets on its own, but that just repeats the old "mow the grass" formula. Israel needs a real Lebanese government as much as Beirutis do. Trump should press Aoun to deploy the Lebanese Armed Forces everywhere. As Satloff says, "If the LAF can't do it now, when will they ever be capable?"
Lebanon finally seems to have realized that a perpetual state of war with Israel is idiotic. Aoun said in October, after the Gaza ceasefire, "Today, the general atmosphere is one of compromise, and it is necessary to negotiate." Satloff believes that Lebanese peace talks with Israel are now "a real opportunity." But Israel, which proclaims that it wants peace with all its neighbors, is balking. It should take yes for an answer.
Israel is missing an opportunity with Syria, too. Trump has made good relations with President Ahmed al-Sharaa a personal project, and he's eager to broker a security agreement between Damascus and Jerusalem. But Israel doesn't want to lose its freedom of action in Syria, so it's wary.
Here again, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu should find his way to "yes." Trump prodded him with a Truth Social post Monday: "It is very important that Israel maintain a strong and true dialogue with Syria, and that nothing takes place that will interfere with Syria's evolution into a prosperous State." Meaning, get it done, Bibi. Netanyahu countered Tuesday that Israel was ready for a deal with Syria but only if it gained a buffer zone.
Iran is the citadel of the status quo in the Middle East, and it was rocked by Israel and America in the 12-day war in June. Trump imposed a ceasefire there, too. But he didn't cap the victory with a diplomatic deal that could constrain Iranian military power in exchange for the economic help the country desperately needs.
Opportunity knocks at the U.S.-Iranian door. An Iranian message proposing renewed peace talks was carried to Washington last month by Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, according to a Reuters report confirmed to me by a source close to the Saudis. Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei disavowed the reported letter as "pure lies." But the source close to the Saudis tells me that quiet conversations with Iran are taking place through Saudi, Omani, Emirati and Qatari emissaries to see if serious dialogue with the U.S. are possible.
Trump's ambition as a peacemaker appears boundless. "Iran does want to make a deal ... I am totally open to it," he said during the crown prince's visit. Trump's problem is that he's juggling so many diplomatic balls at once  that some of them will inevitably tumble to the ground. That's what happened after his Gaza peace deal. He promised far more than he has so far delivered.
Trump is now trying to broker a desperately needed Ukraine peace agreement. But his credibility as an omnidirectional mediator will be enhanced if he can demonstrate that he not only announces projects with fanfare but gets them done.
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Letters to the Editor
Don't privatize air traffic control. Do this instead.
Readers respond to Post articles and commentary.

(Mario Tama/Getty Images)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-12-03
The Nov. 24 editorial "Privatize air traffic control" did not mention the troubling realities about the flaws in other countries' privatized air traffic control models.
For example, the International Civil Aviation Organization found that Canada's safety oversight of its privatized system, NAV Canada, has been significantly degraded since 2005 and now ranks below most other Group of Seven countries in key safety categories. Other privatized systems similarly experience significant flight delays, air traffic controller shortages and technology deployment failures.
Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy has proposed a better alternative with bipartisan support in Congress to modernize air traffic control. It would add thousands of new controllers and invest in facilities and equipment, including new fiber, cellular and satellite communication systems.
This plan, combined with bipartisan legislation gaining momentum in Congress that would shield the Federal Aviation Administration from future funding lapses, is the best path forward. A bill that allows the agency to draw from funds already paid into the system by aviation users would provide the funding stability the agency needs to preserve safety, maintain operational integrity and ensure that critical aviation functions continue without disruption.
In short, modernization combined with funding continuity will usher in a new era of air transportation, ensuring that America's aviation system remains the gold standard in decades to come.
Ed Bolen, Nick Daniels and David Spero, Washington
Ed Bolen is president and CEO of the National Business Aviation Association. Nick Daniels is president of the National Air Traffic Controllers Association. David Spero is president of the Professional Aviation Safety Specialists.
Alaska Attorney General Stephen J. Cox's Nov. 26 op-ed, "This 'sleepy' Supreme Court case could change Americans' lives," argued that lawsuits filed by several Louisiana parishes against oil companies are "an attempt to reshape national policy through state courts." They are nothing of the kind. The only policy question at issue is whether oil companies are above the law or must obey it.
The substantive issue is the industry's role in Louisiana's loss of more than 2,000 square miles of land between 1932 and 2016. Though this loss has multiple causes, the industry's own studies concede they have caused much of it. Consultants to the American Petroleum Institute ascribed 34 percent of the land loss in the mid-1970s to oil companies, and a study by the Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil and Gas Association, the trade association for major oil companies, concluded in 1989 that canals dredged by industry were "the overwhelming cause" of land loss at the sites studied. The Louisiana lawsuits are specific and limited to such sites.
The only question is whether the companies are liable for the damage they caused: Not only did the companies injure property, but they also routinely ignored restrictions that permits placed on them. For example, internal company documents warned executives that company operations were "flagrant violations of the law."
The cases are simple. They were filed in state courts under state causes of action. The Federal District Court and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit, the most conservative and oil-friendly in the country, agreed the case under consideration should remain in state court. The only national issue that these lawsuits raise is the principle that no one is above the law.
John M. Barry, New Orleans
The writer served on Louisiana's Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority and the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority.
Alaska Attorney General Stephen J. Cox warned that Louisiana's lawsuit against energy companies has "nationwide implications" and must move to federal court. His warning, however, seems to apply only when Alaska isn't the one suing.
Cox fears that "a handful of activists" will destroy the national energy sector using state courts. Yet for 15 years, Alaska itself fought a massive royalty dispute, Amerada Hess Pipeline v. Alaska, in state court. That case focused on oil from Prudhoe Bay, a critical national resource, and resulted in a $600 million settlement that hugely affected oil companies. By Cox's own definition, this case had a profound nationwide impact. Yet Alaska fought hard to keep it local.
The oil producers tried to move the case to federal court, arguing that Alaska's state court would be biased because the massive settlement would directly boost Alaskan residents' annual Permanent Fund dividends. Alaska successfully blocked that effort.
Now, Cox says other states should be stopped from using their own courts the same way to sue companies over environmental damage.
He argues that major energy projects won't "get financed" if they can be financially ruined by a state court decision. But the Amerada Hess case proved that Alaskan state courts are perfectly able to slap energy producers with staggering financial penalties.
The rule should be consistent: Either all states can use their own courts for major energy battles or none can. Alaska doesn't get to play by different rules.
Matthew Tushman, Oak Park, Illinois
I'm 73, so I read the Nov. 29 front-page article "For active minds, age may be just a number" with interest. Here's my strategy. Every night, I handwrite my diary in cursive. I also drive a manual transmission car. Belonging to a stimulating book club no doubt helps my brain. We call ourselves the Juliets (Just Us Ladies Intellectually Engaged Together). So far, so good.
Carol Goodloe, Arlington
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        Light snow could disrupt schools Friday morning, especially south of D.C.
        Dan Stillman

        Light snow and freezing temperatures may cause some schools to delay or close Friday.

      

      
        FBI arrests Virginia man in Jan. 6 pipe bomb case
        Salvador Rizzo, Perry Stein, Clarence Williams

        Federal officials arrested a Virginia man believed to have planted pipe bombs in D.C. the night before the Jan. 6, 2021, riots at the U.S. Capitol, according to people familiar with the matter.

      

      
        Most immigrants arrested in Trump's D.C. crackdown had no criminal records
        Teo Armus, Emmanuel  Martinez

        A Post analysis of federal data shows that the arrests of immigrants with no prior criminal record shot up sixfold during the Trump administration's crackdown.

      

      
        Workers rescued after window-washing platform on high-rise comes undone
        Dana Munro

        Two workers were safely removed from scaffolding that came loose at a Virginia office building Thursday morning.

      

      
        D.C. may see accumulating snow as storm hits Mid-Atlantic. What to expect.
        Jason Samenow, Matthew Cappucci, Ian Livingston

        Temperatures will probably be low enough for snow to stick, causing slippery spots on untreated roads and sidewalks during the morning commute.

      

      
        CWG Live: Colder air inbound for Friday along with light snow chance
        Ian Livingston

        The coldest air of the season so far is on the way. A little snow comes along for the ride.

      

      
        Congestion in D.C. got worse in 2025, report says
        Rachel Weiner

        D.C. is the 19th worst city for congestion in the world, according to the report from the analytics firm INRIX.

      

      
        1 killed in shooting at MGM National Harbor
        Lateshia Beachum

        Officers responded to a shooting at about 11:55 a.m. in the food court on the premises, where one man was found dead and another man had a graze wound, police said.

      

      
        CWG Live: Cold air locked in place, with a chance of light snow Friday
        Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston

        The winter chill continues through the weekend, with an uncertain chance of light snow Friday.

      

      
        Federal judge limits warrantless immigration arrests in D.C.
        Salvador Rizzo, Emma Uber

        U.S. District Judge Beryl A. Howell granted a preliminary injunction sought by plaintiffs who were arrested without administrative warrants in August amid President Donald Trump's law enforcement surge in the capital.

      

      
        Drunk raccoon passes out in bathroom after ransacking Va. liquor store
        Andrew Jeong, Dana Munro

        The furry bandit was returned to the wild after sobering up. Authorities said he had no signs of injury "other than maybe a hangover and poor life choices."
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Capital Weather Gang
Light snow could disrupt schools Friday morning, especially south of D.C.
Light snow and freezing temperatures may cause some schools to delay or close Friday.

A school bus navigates a snowy, curvy road in Adamstown, Maryland, in 2020. (Katherine Frey/The Washington Post)


By Dan Stillman | 2025-12-04
The D.C. area looks to be on the northern edge of a storm system sliding by to the south late Thursday night into Friday morning. While precipitation is expected to be light, temperatures falling into the upper and mid-20s will be cold enough for whatever falls to be snow, and to stick to roads and sidewalks.
The Capital Weather Gang is predicting anywhere from just flurries toward northern Maryland to as much as 1 to 2 inches of snow in Southern Maryland and Stafford County. A dusting to 1 inch is the most likely amount in the Beltway region.
As for timing, the light snow should spread into the region from southwest to northeast around 2 to 6 a.m., perhaps remaining just flurries toward northern Maryland, before exiting west to east around 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Confidence in accumulating snow, and therefore school impacts, is highest south of the Beltway. It's possible there is enough snow for school delays in D.C. and to the north but far from certain because the accumulating snow will probably transition to barely a dusting or just flurries somewhere between the northern Beltway and the Maryland-Pennsylvania border.

(Capital Weather Gang)


As of now, it doesn't look like enough snow in the Beltway area for the Office of Personnel Management to alter operations. But that could change if the system shifts slightly north and produces a longer period of steadier, heavier snow than expected.

(Capital Weather Gang)
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D.C., Md. & Va.
FBI arrests Virginia man in Jan. 6 pipe bomb case
Federal officials arrested a Virginia man believed to have planted pipe bombs in D.C. the night before the Jan. 6, 2021, riots at the U.S. Capitol, according to people familiar with the matter.

A still from surveillance footage released by the FBI shows the person suspected of placing the pipe bombs on Jan. 5, 2021. (FBI/AFP/Getty Images)


By Salvador Rizzo, Perry Stein, Clarence Williams | 2025-12-04
Federal officials on Thursday arrested a Virginia man who is suspected of planting pipe bombs near the headquarters of both the Democratic and Republican national committees in Washington the night before the Jan. 6, 2021, riots at the U.S. Capitol, according to three people familiar with the matter.
The arrest could bring closure to a mystery that has vexed law enforcement for nearly five years. Despite interviews with more than 1,000 people and video footage showing a person sitting on a bench, removing what appears to be a pipe bomb from their bag, officials had struggled to make a breakthrough in the investigation.
The suspect is Brian Cole and resides in Northern Virginia, according to two law enforcement officials familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss details of an ongoing investigation.
Law enforcement officials are investigating a motive but two people familiar with the matter described Cole as an extremist in his political beliefs.
Justice Department officials, including Attorney General Pam Bondi and U.S. Attorney Jeanine Pirro of D.C., are expected to speak about the arrest later Thursday.

Video released by the FBI shows an unidentified person on Jan. 5, 2021, placing two pipe bombs close to the Republican and Democratic National Committees.


The FBI has said that the bombs were capable of injuring people had they detonated and that their discovery apparently diverted law enforcement attention from the U.S. Capitol before a mob breached it on Jan. 6. Vice President-elect Kamala Harris was in the Democratic National Committee offices at the time, and her Secret Service detail evacuated her from the premises when the bombs were discovered.
The lack of arrests had spurred baseless claims among Republicans, including President Donald Trump, with many suggesting that the FBI did not want to solve the case because a member of an anti-fascist group -- not a Trump supporter -- planted the bombs. Some also suggested that the FBI was involved in the planting of the pipe bombs.
The FBI's co-deputy director, Dan Bongino, was among those who speculated about the pipe bomber on his popular podcast during the Biden administration. He said then, without evidence, that the FBI knew the identity of the bomber and that it was an inside job.
The FBI has repeatedly denied allegations of wrongdoing.
FBI officials have said the investigation was complicated by a number of factors, including that the incident occurred during the coronavirus pandemic and that the bomber was wearing a face covering, which would not have raised suspicion among onlookers. Additionally, the person placed the pipe bombs hours before they were discovered, leaving plenty of time to escape.
The information that led to Thursday's arrest was not new, according to one of the people familiar with the investigation. Investigators recently reviewed materials that had been previously gathered and were able to locate the suspect, the person said.
DNC Chair Ken Martin thanked law enforcement officials in a statement after the arrest. "Those responsible for this horrific act must be brought to justice, and political violence should never be accepted in America," he said.
This is a developing story and will be updated.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/12/04/jan-6-pipe-bomb-dc-arrest/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Immigration
Most immigrants arrested in Trump's D.C. crackdown had no criminal records
A Post analysis of federal data shows that the arrests of immigrants with no prior criminal record shot up sixfold during the Trump administration's crackdown.

Federal agents detain Christian Carias Torres, a Venezuelan national who worked as a food delivery driver in Northwest Washington in August. (Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff/The Washington Post) 


By Teo Armus, Emmanuel  Martinez | 2025-12-04
More than 80 percent of the immigrants arrested in D.C. during the surge in federal law enforcement this year had no prior criminal record, newly released federal data shows, even though that crackdown was portrayed as targeting violent crime.
President Donald Trump cast the "crime emergency" he declared on Aug. 11 as an effort to root out the worst criminal offenders in a city under siege.
"Our capital city has been overtaken by violent gangs and bloodthirsty criminals," Trump announced as he deployed the National Guard, ordered hundreds of federal law enforcement officers to patrol city streets and prompted his administration to take over the city's police department.
The crackdown led to a steep surge in immigration arrests, including many carried out without warrants -- a practice that a federal judge said this week probably violated the law.
More than 1,100 people in the District were picked up by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) from the day the "crime emergency" went into effect through mid-October. That is more than triple the amount of ICE arrests in D.C. during the first seven months of the year.
But during that period there was more than a sixfold increase in arrests of immigrants without any criminal record at all, according to a Washington Post analysis of federal data obtained through an ongoing public-records request by the Deportation Data Project at the University of California at Berkeley.
From Trump's inauguration on Jan. 20 through Aug. 10, ICE arrested 143 people in the District with no criminal record, the data shows. During the two-month period following the start of Trump's crime emergency, that number shot up to 932 arrests.
The Deportation Data Project figures do not reflect whether those taken into custody by ICE were in violation of an order of removal, which would make them subject to arrest under federal law. They also do not include immigration arrests carried out by Customs and Border Protection or other federal officers. Under federal law, being in the country illegally is a civil offense, so it cannot result in a criminal charge or conviction.
Nithya Nathan-Pineau, a policy attorney at the Immigrant Legal Resource Center in D.C., said that the data proves what her organization and other immigrant rights' groups had long suspected: ICE was not being selective about who it arrested during the surge.
"If their stated purpose was to address violent crime or public safety, you would think they would focus on people who have been doing things that would endanger public safety," she said. "These were indiscriminate enforcement actions going after any person who appeared to be an immigrant. ... What's motivating them is just sheer numbers."
Neither the White House nor the Department of Homeland Security disputed the data, though both claimed the influx of federal law enforcement was a success.
"The focus of President Trump's highly successful D.C. operation has been to address crime committed by anyone, regardless of immigration status," White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson said in a statement. She did not answer questions about why so many immigrants with no criminal records were arrested.
DHS spokeswoman Tricia McLaughlin said some of those arrested without criminal convictions or pending criminal charges are wanted for violent crimes outside the United States. In a statement, she pointed to a handful of such cases across the country, including one man arrested in March in Maryland who is wanted for aggravated homicide in El Salvador.
The sharp increase in arrests in D.C. of people with no criminal record appears to be part of a broader national trend in the first year of Trump's second administration.
In Chicago, for instance, Border Patrol agents have deployed aggressive tactics to round up more than 4,000 people, only a few of whom have major criminal records. In Los Angeles, most people arrested by federal agents had never been charged with or convicted of a crime.
In D.C., federal agents have continued patrolling the city in masks and tactical gear after Trump's crime emergency officially ended in September.
In some cases, ICE agents have partnered with other law enforcement officers or local police to stop people for minor traffic violations, including moped drivers and work crews inside landscaping trucks, and then arrest them. In other cases, agents have executed warrants or randomly stopped people on the street in early-morning incidents that drew crowds of people shouting and filming those arrests.
In a ruling on Tuesday, a federal judge in D.C. criticized the administration's use of "reasonable suspicion" as the basis for its enforcement efforts when granting a preliminary injunction that limits warrantless immigration arrests in the city.
The lead plaintiff in the lawsuit that prompted the ruling is Jose Escobar Molina, a 47-year-old Salvadoran man who was arrested in D.C. during the surge -- despite having temporary protected status that bars him from being deported.
As Escobar Molina was walking to his work truck on Aug. 21, a group of unidentified federal agents arrested him without a warrant and without asking for his name or identification, the lawsuit said.
Escobar Molina told them he had papers, the lawsuit claims, but the agents did not listen. Instead, they repeatedly responded "you are illegal," according to the lawsuit.
He was taken to an ICE processing facility in Northern Virginia and held overnight before an agency supervisor realized he had temporary protected status and released him, the suit said.
Data shows that more than 98 percent of those arrested since the D.C. takeover began were men, mostly people in their late 20s to mid-40s.
Christian Carias Torres, 33, was also one of them.
A moped delivery driver from Venezuela, he entered the U.S. in 2023 through a Biden-era program that let him into the country as he applied for asylum. His claim was denied about six months later, and he said he chose not to appeal it.
Carias Torres said he was making good money delivering lattes and burritos around the D.C. area for UberEats -- often as much as $1,000 a week -- but the stress and danger of the job zooming around in traffic, freezing weather or punishing heat for 14 hours a day were wearing on him.
By the time Trump ordered hundreds of federal officers to patrol the city, Carias Torres had begun planning for a return to South America once he could save more money. "I'm going to focus with Faith to accomplish it," he text messaged his cousin that week.
On a sticky Saturday in late August, Carias Torres was again motoring around on his Fly Wing scooter when he got an order to pick up iced drinks from a cafe in Northwest Washington. As he carried them outside, six federal officials -- one of them flashing a badge for ICE -- tackled him and put him in handcuffs before taking him into custody.

Christian Carias Torres was picking up drinks from a cafe for delivery on his moped when he was detained in D.C. (Christian Carias Torres)


"It was brutal," Carias Torres later said, noting he resisted at first but did not hit back. "It's ugly for them to treat you that way."
After video of the arrest went viral online, McLaughlin, the DHS spokeswoman, called Carias Torres a "suspected gang member" without offering evidence and said he had an open warrant for reckless driving charges in Maryland after repeatedly failing to appear in court.
She did not respond to questions seeking specific case numbers, but The Post independently located Maryland court records that show Carias Torres received traffic tickets for three incidents in late 2023 and early 2024 in which he, among other infractions, allegedly drove without insurance and without a helmet and failed to properly provide his license and registration when police asked.
Carias Torres was fined hundreds of dollars, records show, but there were no outstanding warrants connected to the traffic citations and no criminal charges. After his arrest in August, he was charged for assault on an officer -- which was later dismissed -- before being transferred to multiple immigrant detention centers and deported to Venezuela.
"They think we're all delinquents, but so many of us are just focused on working," Carias Torres said during a phone interview from Bogota, Colombia.
The increased immigration enforcement in D.C. also disproportionately affected Guatemalans, though it's not clear why. That population represented a third of all arrests in the District in the period since the surge began, though they are estimated to represent less then 5 percent of the total immigrant population in the D.C. metropolitan area.
Tanya Golash-Boza, a D.C.-based sociologist at the University of California who has studied deportations to Guatemala, speculated that a heavy Guatemalan presence in certain industries like construction could have made them easier targets for enforcement.
But she also pointed to a Supreme Court ruling this year that lifted limits on immigration raids in the Los Angeles area. Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh wrote in a concurring opinion that race can be a "relevant factor" to consider alongside other information to stop someone for an immigration check.
The opinion "says that you can tell whether someone is undocumented based on what they look like," Golash-Boza said. "It's based on a stereotype and for many people, a lot of Guatemalans fit that stereotype -- even if the stereotype is incorrect."
Katie Mettler and Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff contributed to this report.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Workers rescued after window-washing platform on high-rise comes undone
Two workers were safely removed from scaffolding that came loose at a Virginia office building Thursday morning.

Rescuers retrieve two workers Thursday from a malfunctioning window-washing basket in Tysons, Virginia. (Fairfax County Fire and Rescue)


By Dana Munro | 2025-12-04
Two workers were in a window-washing basket on a high-rise building in Tysons, Virginia, when one side of it came loose, leaving them dangling precariously for at least an hour before they were rescued, according to the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department.
The department received a call about the incident in the 7900 block of Tysons One Place at around 9:15 a.m. Thursday, said department spokesperson Ashley Hildebrandt. First responders lowered the workers down from the side of the building in a tower ladder bucket, and they were on the ground by 10:30 a.m., she said.
There were no injuries, Hildebrandt said. It is unclear what caused the scaffolding to become unmoored, she said.
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Capital Weather Gang
D.C. may see accumulating snow as storm hits Mid-Atlantic. What to expect.
Temperatures will probably be low enough for snow to stick, causing slippery spots on untreated roads and sidewalks during the morning commute.




By Jason Samenow, Matthew Cappucci, Ian Livingston | 2025-12-04
The D.C. area may experience its first snow of the season Friday -- at least technically. A storm system sliding across the Southeast may throw enough moisture north into cold air entrenched over the D.C. area to produce a period of light snow.
This is not a big storm, but the potential snow may coincide with Friday morning's commute, causing some disruptions for travelers. Air and ground temperatures will probably be low enough for the snow to stick, causing slippery spots on untreated roads and sidewalks.
The National Weather Service has issued a special commuting statement, cautioning of the potential for hazardous conditions. "If this threat does materialize during the Friday morning rush hour, many roads could quickly turn icy," the Weather Service wrote. "This could lead to dangerous traveling conditions, multiple accidents, and extensive delays."
The Weather Service has also posted a winter weather advisory for most of the D.C. region. The advisory, which runs from 4 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, covers Loudoun, Montgomery and Howard counties and points south.
Confidence in snowfall is highest south of the Beltway, while the northern parts of the region, nearer the Pennsylvania border, may see only flurries.
For most of the D.C. area, a dusting to an inch is most probable, although amounts could climb to 1 to 2 inches in north-central Virginia (including Fredericksburg) and Southern Maryland (including Waldorf). The Weather Service has issued winter weather advisories from around Fredericksburg southward.
Because the region is along the northern edge of the storm, small shifts could alter the forecast substantially. If the storm jogs a bit to the north, the Beltway area could receive at least an inch or two; if it slips south, there may be no accumulation.
This potential snow, the first of the season for the Beltway area, is occurring Dec. 5 -- which snow lovers once referred to as a day of destiny. Between 2002 and 2009, snow fell five times on this date.

Forecast radar between 3 a.m. and 1 p.m. Friday from the high-resolution NAM model. Universal time displayed; subtract 5 hours for Eastern time. (WeatherBell) 


3 to 7 a.m.: Light snow develops from southwest to northeast but may not reach northern Maryland. Temperatures 25 to 30.
7 to 11 a.m.: Light snow, steadiest south of the Beltway. Flurries or just cloudy skies in northern Maryland. Temperatures rising to 28 to 32.
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.: Light snow and flurries taper off from west to southeast. Northern areas may just have cloudy skies. Temperatures rising to 30 to 34.
Late afternoon and evening: A few flurries or even a little freezing drizzle could linger in Southern Maryland in the late afternoon; otherwise, remaining mostly cloudy. Afternoon highs from 30 to 35 dip into the upper 20s and low 30s after sunset.
Ordinarily, this potential snowfall would be little more than a nuisance. But the fact it may occur during the morning commute could cause some disruptions. Freezing temperatures (in the 20s) ahead of the snow will allow it to accumulate immediately, making untreated roads and walkways slippery. As such, there is the potential for some school delays and cancellations Friday, especially in jurisdictions south of D.C.
The intensity of the snow should generally be light, meaning clearing crews should be able to keep up with it and it mostly shouldn't fall fast enough to overwhelm pretreated surfaces.
The event's relatively short duration -- not lasting more than about six hours in any one location -- will also limit its impact.
On Capital Weather Gang's winter storm impact scale, this rates as a Category 1 out of 5.
A broad 1 to 3-plus inches are possible in much of Virginia and northern North Carolina.
Winter weather advisories are in effect in the mountains of North Carolina, as well as much of Virginia, as far north as the D.C. area. Fredericksburg. Richmond, Charlottesville and Roanoke are included. The advisories  run from overnight Thursday through as late as Friday afternoon.

(The Washington Post)


Within the winter weather alert area, a general 1 to 3 inches of snow is likely, along with isolated greater amounts, except only dusting to a 1 inch in the D.C. area. The highest totals will tend to favor mountainous areas or zones where snow banding is persistent.
Snow will begin in eastern West Virginia, Virginia and western North Carolina around midnight late Thursday. It will expand east into the predawn hours, reaching Richmond by 3 or 4 a.m.
The snow may fall at a half inch per hour in Richmond for a time. Snowfall rates could briefly approach an inch per hour near the core of the moisture along the Virginia-North Carolina state line.




Snow for everybody will wind down west to east between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. The timing could favor impacts to the morning commute, but the relatively low amounts will allow crews to treat and clear roadways by the afternoon rush.
There could be a few sleet pellets mix in northern North Carolina.




The source of our cold air -- a chilly high-pressure system to the north -- is also responsible for shunting the snow southward.
To the north of the weak storm, record cold is anticipated Friday. Temperatures will dip into the teens to near 20 for much of the northern Mid-Atlantic and the Northeast. Some locations will fall to the single digits above and below zero in New York and New England.
Highs will remain below freezing for much of the same zone, while hovering closer to that mark in Virginia where snow is falling.
It follows records for cold on Thursday across the Midwest, where readings fell to minus-13 in Waterloo, Iowa, to start the day. Milwaukee is among those with high potential for record cold this afternoon. The forecast high is 17 there.
The strong cold, high pressure moving along with the cold snap is part of the reason even D.C. -- a place usually too far south -- is on the northern edge of snow potential with this one. Deep cold will linger about as long as the storm, with temperatures returning to the 40s -- still about 5 to 10 degrees below normal -- in its wake for the weekend.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Colder air inbound for Friday along with light snow chance
The coldest air of the season so far is on the way. A little snow comes along for the ride.




By Ian Livingston | 2025-12-04
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Decreasing clouds this afternoon with highs 40 to 45. Winds whip out of the northwest by later afternoon.
What's next? Behind a strong cold front, lows dip to 20 to 25 with gradually increasing clouds. Light snow may develop predawn. The light snow chance continues through Friday morning before tapering off. Back to sunny 40s this weekend.




We've posted a separate, detailed briefing on Friday's snow potential, including information on forecast amount, the timeline and impacts. 
Read it here: D.C. may see its first accumulating snow of the season Friday. What to expect.
Today's daily digit -- 5/10: Some clouds this morning into midday and then gusty winds. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Forecast in detail
Today (Thursday): Clouds may group up for a bit in the morning through midday as a cold front passes. Turning sunnier by the later afternoon. Highs should end up near 40 to the mid-40s, but a less comfortable version than Wednesday given increased winds. Gusts are from the northwest around 25 mph in the midday and afternoon. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: High pressure takes over relatively quickly, which means lighter winds into the night. Mostly clear skies give way to clouds toward morning with a chance of light snow developing during the predawn hours. Lows end up in the upper teens to low 20s most spots. Confidence: Medium-High

Forecast radar between 3 a.m. and 1 p.m. Friday from the high-resolution NAM model. Universal time displayed; subtract 5 hours for Eastern time. (WeatherBell) 


Tomorrow (Friday): Odds of light snow are up during the morning. Snow will probably be steadiest south and east of the Beltway but most of the area could see some flakes. The snow could linger at times into the afternoon before tapering off. A light accumulation is possible, especially in our southern areas. Highs range from around 30 to 35 and will be lowest where the snow is steadiest. Confidence: Medium
Tomorrow night: A few snowflakes or patchy freezing drizzle could linger into the early evening, mainly southeast of the Beltway toward Southern Maryland and the bay. It's not quite as cold as tonight, but still pretty chilly. Skies trend mainly clear as lows range across the 20s. Confidence: Medium

The moon over the Capitol on Tuesday night. (Becca Hanby/Flickr)


A look ahead
Back to a friendlier cold for Saturday and Sunday. We'll see a good deal of sun and highs in a near 40 to mid-40s range. Another cold front may stir things up wind-wise by later Sunday. Confidence: Medium
Colder again to start the workweek. Mainly mid-30s for Monday and perhaps mid- to upper 30s dominant Tuesday. Partly to mostly sunny conditions for both days. Confidence: Medium
Snow potential index -- 4/10 (|): Still near the northern edge of a weak storm but the odds of some ground whitening have risen.
The snow potential index is a daily assessment of the potential for at least 1 inch of snow in the next week, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this day in 1957, 11.1 inches of snow fell in Washington, its third-biggest December snowstorm on record. The front page of The Washington Post called it the worst storm in 15 years and said that scores were injured in 100 traffic crashes. "Washington area motorists faced the hazard of ice-sheathed highways today in the wake of the 11.1-inch snowfall yesterday," The Post wrote. "Before the fall stopped shortly after dark, the Capital and its suburbs had been blanketed with a wet coat which disrupted virtually all the activities in the network of area communities."
The snow was a sign of things to come in the winter of 1957-1958: Accumulating snow fell in five consecutive months, producing a total of 40.4 inches, the seventh-most on record.
Here are other notables for today:
	Average high: 52
	Average low: 37
	Record high: 76 (1998)
	Record low: 15 (1896)
	Record precipitation: 1.73 inches (1900)
	Maximum snow: 11.1 inches (1957)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2025/12/04/dc-weather-live-updates-friday-snow-chance/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



D.C., Md. & Va.
Congestion in D.C. got worse in 2025, report says
D.C. is the 19th worst city for congestion in the world, according to the report from the analytics firm INRIX.

Traffic on I-295 in D.C. last year. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


By Rachel Weiner | 2025-12-04
Drivers in the D.C. area spent more time stuck in traffic in 2025 than the year before, according to data from the analytics firm INRIX.
The average driver in D.C. lost 70 hours to traffic in 2025, which the company calculates by looking at the difference between peak and off-peak congestion. That's a 13 percent increase from last year's 62 hours, according to the report.
D.C. ranks as the 19th worst city for congestion in the world, higher than last year but below larger U.S. cities like Chicago, Los Angeles, New York and Boston. Across the world, traffic was also worse, with a few exceptions -- London, New York, and Paris, all of which recently started limiting vehicle traffic in central urban districts. Five New York roads made the list of busiest corridors in 2024 -- only one was still there in 2025. While those three large, dense cities remain among the most traffic-clogged, delays have fallen.
The phenomenon of induced demand is that in a busy, populous area, congestion on roads will always stay at about the same barely tolerable level. If roads are expanded, people will drive on them more often, until those roads get congested enough to scare some drivers away.
Bob Pishue, head of research at INRIX, said the same logic applies to transit -- which helps explain why, even though the U.S. Census found that commuting by transit in the D.C. area has more than doubled in the past three years, car congestion also rose.
"There's a push and pull" that causes congestion to stay at roughly the same level, he said: "As the trip gets easier, people start driving again."
Even the government shutdown last month had no significant impact on congestion, according to INRIX's data. The D.C. area has not yet seen car commuting reach its pre-pandemic numbers, Pishue said, which suggests that traffic is likely to keep increasing for several more years.
But, Pishue said, the cities where traffic is declining appear to show an emerging trend of cutting congestion by discouraging driving in certain areas.
Congestion is "the inevitable result of what happens in economically healthy places, with generally free roads," said Robert Puentes, who leads research on local policies for the nonprofit Brookings Institution. "If there's space, people will use the space."
But charging people to drive in the most crowded areas, as New York and London have, or banning some vehicles altogether, as Paris has, can cut congestion.
But making that sustainable, Puentes said, requires giving people a transit alternative that is competitive with driving.
Virginia has imposed a form of congestion pricing on the Beltway via dynamically priced tolls, and 21/2 new miles of toll road were added in late November. But Maryland has not agreed to continue the express lanes to their side of the ring road. Three of the five most congested corridors in the area are on the Beltway, Pishue said.
INRIX's survey uses data from vehicles and devices on the road over the past two years, looking at the time it takes to complete the most common commute routes in an urban area. It relies on more recent data than a Consumer Affairs report earlier this year, which claimed Washington has the worst traffic in the country. That analysis looked at self-reported Census responses on commuting and fatal crash data from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
1 killed in shooting at MGM National Harbor
Officers responded to a shooting at about 11:55 a.m. in the food court on the premises, where one man was found dead and another man had a graze wound, police said.

A view of the MGM National Harbor hotel and casino in Oxon Hill, Md. (Alex Brandon/AP)


By Lateshia Beachum | 2025-12-03
Prince George's County police confirmed the death of a man at MGM National Harbor hotel and casino late Wednesday morning.
Officers responded to a shooting at about 11:55 a.m. in the food court on the premises, where a man was found dead. Police Chief George Nader didn't release the name of the deceased but said officers believe he was in his 20s.
Police said detectives are working to determine the circumstances of the shooting, but they don't think the act was random.
Nader said it appears that the shooter knew the deceased, chased him down and shot him in the food court. From what Nader said he has been told about surveillance video, there was no exchange between the deceased and the shooter before the attacker opened fire. The victim was alone at the time of his death, Nader said.
Authorities said they think the attacker fled the scene with a car.
Police declined to give a physical description of the shooter but will release information about him should they have difficulty finding him, Nader told reporters.
Nader noted that violent crime is down 32 percent for MGM and National Harbor.
"MGM is safe; the Harbor is safe," Nader said. "We believe that it would've folded out anywhere once these two individuals came into the same area."
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Cold air locked in place, with a chance of light snow Friday
The winter chill continues through the weekend, with an uncertain chance of light snow Friday.

(WeatherBell, adapted by CWG) 


By Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston | 2025-12-03
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Skies are clearer than not tonight, though occasional clouds blow by. Lows range from the mid-20s to near 30.
What's next? A similar chill tomorrow before a very cold Friday with an uncertain chance of light snow. The weekend should be dry and still cold.
Part of the reason Friday snow chances may end up best to the south of D.C. is that an unusually cold air mass will be making a brief run through the area. Records are likely beginning Thursday in the Midwest, where it will be as cold as around minus-15 in Iowa.




Around here, it's not nearly as frigid, but still notable for this early in the season.
Most of Friday morning's records are expected to be north of the area. Downtown Baltimore's forecast of 23 would beat a record of 25 for the date. In eastern Pennsylvania, some locations will struggle to stay above the single digits Friday morning.
On Friday afternoon, highs around here may struggle to top freezing in typical cold spots north and west of the Beltway. If the forecast of 35 in D.C. is right, it will be the coldest this early since the winter of 2013-2014 when it only hit 34 in late November.
The D.C. area could see some snow Friday, but we may end up on the northern fringe of the weak storm system passing to our south, limiting how much falls. And there's a possibility it doesn't snow. The chance of snow increases toward Central Virginia.
If it snows,  the flakes will probably fall between midmorning and early evening, spreading from southwest to northeast. The best chance of seeing flakes will be in the afternoon. If it snows steadily, the air should cool enough to allow for some light accumulation on untreated surfaces, but it's unclear whether  steady snow will materialize.
We gently lean toward some light snow reaching the Beltway area -- probably not enough for serious disruptions to travel. That said, the forecast could  change.
Models are divided on how much moisture will reach D.C. Here's how much snow the  models project for the Beltway area:
	American AI, European and European AI: 1 to 2 inches
	NAM, high-resolution Canadian, Canadian, German: A coating or so
	High-resolution NAM, UKMet, American: No snow

Taking everything together, here's how we would present snow possibilities for the Beltway area:
	Chance of at least 1 inch: 15 percent
	Chance of a dusting or coating: 35 percent
	Chance of just flurries or non-accumulating light snow: 30 percent
	Chance of no snow: 20 percent

The snow chances are higher south of the Beltway and lower north of the Beltway.
We will refine this forecast into Thursday, when we should have a bit more confidence in how this will play out.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: Skies stay mostly clear with light winds. Temperatures quickly fall back into and through the 30s this evening. Overnight lows bottom in the mid-20s to near 30 again. Confidence: High
Tomorrow (Thursday): Skies turn partly cloudy as a cold front comes through. Highs top out in the low to mid-40s. So not too different from today, except afternoon winds become breezy from the northwest. Gusts up to 25 or 30 mph possible. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Evening readings quickly fall back through the 30s as a renewed push of cold air arrives. Overnight lows bottom in the 20s, maybe some upper teens north and west of the Beltway. Winds should weaken, so not too much of an extra chill. Confidence: High

Clear skies and a ring-billed gull near the U.S. Capitol on Friday. (Jeannie in D.C.)


A look ahead
It's plenty cold for snow on Friday. If low pressure passing to our south comes far enough north, we could get a dusting to a couple of inches of snow at some point Friday into Friday night. If it stays too far south, then maybe just flurries or nothing. Highs may only get to near 30 if we see anything more than flurries. If flurries or no snow, then perhaps low to mid-30s. Confidence: Low
Back to a bit of a broken-record forecast for the weekend. We should be partly sunny and dry with highs in the low to mid-40s. Saturday night and Sunday night lows in the mid-20s to near 30. Confidence: Medium
Snow potential index -- 2/10 (-): Snow chance Friday and maybe Tuesday. Neither seem too exciting, and it's too soon to lock in even a light accumulation from either. But decent action for early December.
The snow potential index is a daily assessment of the potential for at least 1 inch of snow in the next week, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Today's daily digit -- 5/10: Major improvement over yesterday's cold rain. Still nearly 10 degrees colder than the norm for early December, but with plenty of sun. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this day in 2012, the temperature climbed to a calendar-day record of 71 degrees. That abnormally warm day was one of many that year -- which turned out to be the District's warmest year on record.
Here are other notables for today:
	Average high: 52
	Average low: 37
	Record high: 71 (2012)
	Record low: 15 (1976)
	Record precipitation: 1.83 inches (1991)
	Maximum snow: 1.0 inches (1907)
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Immigration
Federal judge limits warrantless immigration arrests in D.C. 
U.S. District Judge Beryl A. Howell granted a preliminary injunction sought by plaintiffs who were arrested without administrative warrants in August amid President Donald Trump's law enforcement surge in the capital.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents conduct a traffic stop last month in Washington, D.C. (Alex Brandon/AP)


By Salvador Rizzo, Emma Uber | 2025-12-03
The Trump administration's escalating use of warrantless immigration arrests in D.C. this year probably violated federal law, a judge ruled Tuesday in a decision that prohibits such arrests for all migrants in the city except those at risk of escaping.
U.S. District Judge Beryl A. Howell granted a preliminary injunction sought by the immigrant-rights group CASA Inc. and four migrants who were arrested without administrative warrants in August amid President Donald Trump's law enforcement surge in the capital. All four had pending immigration applications at the time of their arrests and were eventually released after spending time in detention facilities.
"They were arrested while going about unavoidable, lawful activities of daily life," Howell said.
The judge, in an 88-page opinion, took Trump administration officials to task for depriving migrants of their rights and basic necessities as they languished in cramped detention facilities before being released. She criticized immigration authorities' "systemic failure" to follow the law and said top administration officials, including Chief Border Patrol Agent Gregory Bovino, had repeatedly misstated the legal requirements for warrantless arrests in public comments.
Bovino and a spokesperson for the Department of Homeland Security had asserted that officers needed "reasonable suspicion" to conduct such arrests, but Howell said the legal standard was more stringent: probable cause. A federal judge in Colorado last month ruled along the same lines as Howell, precluding warrantless immigration arrests in that state unless migrants are at risk of escaping.
Tricia McLaughlin, an assistant Homeland Security secretary, said in response to Howell's ruling that "DHS conducts enforcement operations in line with the U.S. Constitution and all applicable federal laws without fear, favor, or prejudice and will continue to do so." Officials did not immediately say whether they would appeal.
"This case isn't really about arrest procedures or legal standards," McLaughlin said in a statement. "At root, this case and all the others like it are about open-borders groups and activist judges doing everything in their power to stop the will of the American people and prevent the Trump administration from fulfilling the President's mandate to deport the worst of the worst criminal illegal aliens. It won't work."
Trump ordered a renewed crackdown on illegal immigration this year, and his administration set targets as high as 3,000 daily arrests of migrants. Attorneys for CASA and the four plaintiffs in the case argued that authorities began to work under an "arrest first, ask questions later" policy to comply with the high daily quotas -- and began ignoring a section of the Immigration and Nationality Act that authorizes warrantless arrests only when a migrant "is likely to escape before a warrant can be obtained."
One of the plaintiffs, Jose Escobar Molina, a scaffolder from El Salvador, described in a court filing how he was picked up at 6 a.m. as he headed to work one morning by a group of plainclothes officers who shoved him into a black SUV, making him think he was being kidnapped. Another plaintiff, from Venezuela, said he showed his arresting officers his driver's license, work permit and asylum application paperwork, which they disregarded.
Warrantless arrests have skyrocketed since Trump's surge began in August, Howell found. By one count, she said, officials conducted 943 immigration arrests over a month-long period that ended Sept. 9, which represented 40 percent of all D.C. arrests. The judge noted that being present in the country without legal authorization is not a criminal offense, but a civil violation. Entering the United States without legal authorization once is a misdemeanor under federal law, and a felony for repeat offenders.
"Viewing all immigrants potentially subject to removal as criminals is, as a legal matter, plain wrong," Howell said, before quoting a Supreme Court ruling from 2012: "Perceived mistreatment of aliens in the United States may lead to harmful reciprocal treatment of American citizens abroad."
At a court hearing last month, an assistant U.S. attorney argued that an injunction would slow the Trump administration's deportation efforts by allowing the court to micromanage arrests. As part of her ruling Tuesday, Howell ordered that immigration authorities document every warrantless immigration arrest in D.C. with "specific, particularized facts" establishing probable cause "that the person is likely to escape before a warrant can be obtained."
The Justice Department in a legal filing denied that immigration authorities had instituted a new policy of warrantless arrests and argued that the court did not have jurisdiction to rule on the case.
"Plaintiffs identify no written policy authorizing the arrests that they complain of because there is none," Assistant U.S. Attorney John J. Bardo said. Howell said approximately 40 migrants had submitted court declarations attesting to the warrantless arrests and said Bovino's comments defending such moves with inaccurate information proved that the policy existed.
"This is a victory for the rule of law and for the people across the city, who have avoided going to work, to church, to school, to grocery stores -- out of fear of being unlawfully arrested, detained, and deported," said Joanne Lin, an official with the Washington Lawyers' Committee, one of the groups representing the plaintiffs.
The ruling describes some circumstances in which immigration agents can establish a migrant's likelihood of escaping before a warrant can be obtained, but Howell said those factors could vary.
"Some courts have found the likelihood of escape to be higher when, for example, the noncitizen presented 'conflicting documents,' 'had been "picked up before," ' admitted that he had previously been removed, or appeared 'extremely nervous' as if 'looking for an opportunity to run,' " the judge wrote. "Courts have also made the self-evident finding that the likelihood of escape is lower when the individual has resided in the country for a lengthy period of time and has strong community ties."
Aditi Shah, an attorney involved in the case from the American Civil Liberties Union of D.C., welcomed those conditions.
"This requires the government to take some extra steps that it's required to under the law before it can just grab people off the streets and lock them away in detention centers," she said.
Ama Frimpong, CASA's legal director, said the ruling was a powerful memorial to one of the migrants who described his warrantless arrest and detention in a legal filing, using a pseudonym, Elias Doe. He died last week, Frimpong said. His health had worsened after he missed a dialysis treatment while detained, she said.
"This is now part of his legacy," Frimpong said. "It is important for impacted community members to lead this fight and show that they are not afraid."
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Drunk raccoon passes out in bathroom after ransacking Va. liquor store 
The furry bandit was returned to the wild after sobering up. Authorities said he had no signs of injury "other than maybe a hangover and poor life choices." 

A drunk raccoon passed out in the bathroom of a state-run liquor store in Ashland, Virginia, on Saturday. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection/AP) 


By Andrew Jeong, Dana Munro | 2025-12-04
A Virginia state-run liquor store was ransacked by a masked bandit on Friday evening, authorities said, leaving a trail of broken spirit bottles strewn across the shop floor.
The heist began when the raccoon wiggled in through the ceiling of the Ashland store location of the Virginia ABC chain sometime between when the store closed Friday night and early Saturday morning, said Carol Mawyer, a Virginia ABC spokesperson.
The raccoon triggered a motion sensor. That alerted the security company, which notified the store manager. Since no humans were in the store, the manager left it alone until he came in to open up shop in the morning around 10 a.m., Mawyer said.
The furry burglar smashed 14 bottles of liquor totaling less than $250, Mawyer said. Because the raccoon was in a storage room in the back, it had access to a wide sampling. He rooted through the rum, scotch, moonshine, Canadian whiskey, vodka, peanut butter whiskey and selected a festive eggnog as a nightcap.
Security footage taken around 3:30 a.m. Saturday shows the raccoon running through aisles, across shelves and boxes and generally "having a ball," Mawyer said.
When the manager came to open the store several hours later, he spotted the aftermath of the raccoon's bender and the intoxicated creature splayed out beside the toilet in the employee bathroom.
An animal control officer "safely secured our masked bandit and transported him back to the shelter to sober up before questioning," the Hanover County Animal Protection and Shelter said Tuesday.
"After a few hours of sleep and zero signs of injury (other than maybe a hangover and poor life choices), he was safely released back to the wild, hopefully having learned that breaking and entering is not the answer," the agency said in a social media post.
Mawyer said the alcohol store chain appreciated the agency offering the thief "a sober ride home."
Virginia ABC stores have had run-ins with deer and a close call with a cow, but the raccoon is a first for the chain of about 400 stores, Mawyer said.

Broken bottles lie on the floor of the ABC liquor store in Ashland, Virginia, after a raccoon broke in. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection via AP) 


Raccoons are commonly found in rural and urban environments across the United States. They're curious and intelligent, wildlife experts say -- which can lead to antisocial behavior as the nocturnal animals increasingly strike out into cities in search of food.
Their nimble fingers and agility at climbing enable them to pry open trash cans and find their way into houses, office buildings and even liquor stores. In this case, the raccoon crashed through a ceiling tile, leaving authorities with few clues as to whether the liquor store was deliberately targeted or if the suspect had stumbled into the store and gulped down the spirits for the first time.
In the wild, raccoons have been known to feast on fermented fruit -- causing them to stagger around in an apparently drunken stupor.
In 2016, a raccoon came through the ceiling of a liquor store in Bristol, Tennessee, and began ransacking shelves, sending pricey bottles of bourbon crashing to the floor. On another occasion, an intoxicated raccoon was filmed at a beer distribution warehouse in Brooklyn.

A rogue raccoon helped himself to a selection of spirits at a liquor store in Bristol, Tennessee, on Dec. 18, 2016.


In May, police in Springfield Township, Ohio, were carrying out a traffic stop when things took an unusual turn. After the driver was detained, an officer returned to the car and found a pet raccoon named "Chewy" sitting in the driver's seat with a meth pipe in its mouth. The raccoon was unharmed in the incident, the police department said.
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Tech Policy
Voters' minds are hard to change. AI chatbots are surprisingly good at it.
New research suggests AI chatbots can shift people's political views more effectively than campaign ads on TV. 

(Washington Post illustration; iStock/TWP)


By Will Oremus | 2025-12-04

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


It was September 2024, and an undecided voter was explaining to an AI chatbot why they were leaning toward supporting Kamala Harris over Donald Trump in the upcoming presidential election.
"I don't know much about Harris," the voter admitted. "... However, with Trump, he is associated with a lot of bad things. So, I do not feel he is trustworthy right now."
The AI chatbot replied: "I completely understand your emphasis on trustworthiness, and it's a crucial trait for any leader. Let's delve into this aspect with a nuanced perspective."
By the conversation's end, according to a transcript of the exchange, the voter was reconsidering whether to vote at all.
The unnamed person was one of more than 2,000 American adults who participated in a pair of academic studies to see whether AI chatbots, such as OpenAI's ChatGPT, could persuade at least some voters to change their minds.
The studies' eye-opening conclusion: Yes, they can. And they don't always tell the truth in the process.
Chatbots were able to move about 1 in 25 people from their original position to backing either Trump or Harris, according to the studies, which were published Thursday in the journals Science and Nature.
That might not sound like much, and experts caution that the studies don't prove a chatbot could actually swing an election.
Still, both the pro-Harris bot and the pro-Trump bot proved more effective at shifting voters' opinions than the average TV campaign ad, the researchers found. The pro-Harris bot was more successful, persuading about 1 in 21 people who didn't previously plan to vote for Harris to lean in her direction. The pro-Trump bot won over about 1 in 35.
The findings, part of a broader set of experiments conducted on more than 80,000 participants across four countries, raise the prospect of conversational AI becoming a staple of political campaigns in the years to come, researchers say. The studies, which found larger effects on voters in elections outside the United States, also underline concerns that chatbots could manipulate voters with false or misleading claims.
"It's really hard to change people's minds about political candidates," said David G. Rand, a professor of information science at Cornell University who was a co-author of both studies. "So we were surprised to find the chatbots can actually produce these large effects."
The results present possible grounds for more scrutiny of how leading AI chatbots, including ChatGPT, Google's Gemini and Meta's Llama, answer users' questions about political issues and candidates.
"One implication of this is, if [AI companies] put a thumb on the scale and set the models up to push for one side or another, it could meaningfully change people's minds," Rand said.
How the chatbots worked was just as surprising as the result, he added.
The Nature study, led by researchers at MIT, Poland's Jagiellonian University and Cornell, examined how popular chatbots could change voters' minds about candidates in the United States, Canada and Poland. The Science study, led by researchers at Britain's AI Security Institute, the University of Oxford and Cornell, tested more than a dozen different chatbots trained to take different approaches to persuasion about policy issues in the U.K. The parallel studies shared findings and were timed to publish simultaneously Thursday.
The most effective strategy, the Science study found, was simply to present a large number of factual claims about the candidate intended to address voters' concerns about their track record and policy stances. That worked much better than sophisticated campaign tactics such as moral reframing, which tries to present ideas in terms crafted to appeal to a voter's biases, or deep canvassing, which emphasizes empathetic listening to voters' concerns.
"The more info you give people, the more they change their minds," Rand said.
The catch is that the tactic seemed to work regardless of whether the claims were true or false. Though the bots were instructed to stick to the facts, some strayed into misleading claims anyway, Rand said.
Addressing the unnamed voter who was concerned about Trump's trustworthiness, the pro-Trump chatbot pointed out that the Republican candidate had followed through on key campaign promises in his first term. It added that his presidency led to "significant increases in job creation and a booming stock market," without mentioning that the country plunged into a recession and an unemployment crisis amid the covid-19 pandemic.
Another unnamed study participant, who initially reported viewing Trump as trustworthy and Harris as "fishy," conversed with a pro-Harris bot that contrasted what it called her "commitment to ethical leadership" with allegations of self-dealing by Trump.
"I certainly see it now from your perspective and i must say Kamala Harris really shows sigs [sic] of a trustworthy candidate," the participant agreed, according to a transcript.
The studies add to a growing body of evidence that AI chatbots can influence users' views and actions -- for better or worse.
A previous study by some of the same researchers found that chatbots can reduce people's belief in conspiracy theories. But that study, like the ones published Thursday, was conducted in a laboratory setting with specially trained AI tools. How such findings could translate to the real world is not yet clear.
Meanwhile, experts and regulators have sounded alarms about popular chatbots' propensity to reinforce people's biases, dispense harmful advice and send them down conspiratorial rabbit holes.
"We shouldn't be surprised that people who have been trained to trust search engines for 25 years are going to take seriously the statements they encounter through an AI chatbot," said Siva Vaidhyanathan, a professor of media studies at the University of Virginia who was not involved in the studies. "There is some cultural authority imbued upon these things, although I think it's unfortunate and misguided. We all turn to these for the quick answer."
But the findings of such studies shouldn't be cause for panic, Vaidhyanathan added. Chatbots are unlikely to be a primary factor in most people's voting decisions. And even if a campaign could build a persuasive political chatbot, it would face the challenge of getting large numbers of voters to use it.
"There's no reason to believe that chatbots can swing elections anywhere in the world," he said, adding that he was more concerned that biases embedded in widely used commercial chatbots could have "long-term distorting effects" on users' understanding of the world. Tech giants probably wouldn't instruct their chatbots to advocate for a candidate, Vaidhyanathan said, but they could hypothetically program them to present a positive view of the company's own products.
Whitney Phillips, a professor of information politics at the University of Oregon who also wasn't involved in the studies, said the new findings suggest AI could be useful in campaigns as a way to patiently and politely address individual voters' questions and concerns on a mass scale. But she added, "Research conditions aren't real-life conditions. ... You have to get people in front of the bots and keep them engaged in order for the persuasion to happen."
AI has "enormous potential to change the face of political persuasion," Phillips added. "Political AI might also prove to be pretty annoying, which could undercut that potential."
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What to know about Palantir, the tech company playing a key role for ICE
The company has hundreds of millions of dollars in government contracts. One of its software products is used to track and deport suspected noncitizens.

(Fabrice Coffrini/AFP/Getty Images)


By Frances Vinall | 2025-12-04
Palantir, a Denver-based software company that holds extensive contracts with the U.S. government, is using its software to help Immigration and Customs Enforcement compile data to track down undocumented immigrants and deport them, The Washington Post reported.
Here's what to know about the data management firm.
Palantir specializes in tools that sort through massive amounts of data to pull out what is useful. Customers include nonprofits, corporations and government agencies. That data can include material as mundane as a restaurant's orders and inventory, a manufacturer's employee schedules or a treatment plant's electricity usage. It can also include drone and satellite footage obtained by a military.
Its Gotham tool, for instance, when used by law enforcement agencies, "transforms historically static records -- think department of motor vehicles files, police reports and subpoenaed social media data like location history and private messages -- into a fluid web of intelligence and surveillance," Nicole M. Bennett, assistant director at the Center for Refugee Studies at Indiana University, wrote in the Conversation.
Users can build intelligence profiles and search for people based on characteristics such as a tattoo or immigration status, trawling through material at a speed that dramatically outpaces human capabilities, she added.

Palantir showcased Titan, an AI-enabled military ground station, in Las Vegas in 2023. (Patrick T. Fallon/AFP/Getty Images)


After going public five years ago, the company rose to become one of the top-performing stocks on the S&P 500 so far this year. It pulled in $2.87 billion in revenue last year and about $1.2 billion in the third quarter of this year alone, with the largest share coming from U.S. government contracts. It expects to make more than $4 billion in revenue this year, according to a recent quarterly filing.
Palantir was co-founded in 2003 by Peter Thiel, Alex Karp, Joe Lonsdale, Nathan Gettings and Stephen Cohen, who remains its president. Its seed funding included $2 million from a CIA incubator, and it was founded with the mission of advancing U.S. national security in the wake of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
The word "palantir" refers to the black orbs with the power to see events across time and space in the fantasy series "The Lord of the Rings."
Thiel, who remains Palantir's board chairman, is a billionaire tech investor who co-founded PayPal and was an early backer of Facebook. Known for his outspoken libertarian and right-wing ideology, Thiel has funded like-minded politicians such as JD Vance, when the vice president was first running as a senator during the Biden administration. He also gave money to Donald Trump's 2016 presidential campaign.
Karp has been the company's CEO since 2005. A longtime Democrat, he was critical of Trump during his first administration and has previously said that he wants the company to be involved in "supporting progressive values." He also said he has turned down contracts that targeted minorities or that he found otherwise unethical, The Post reported.

Palantir CEO Alex Karp, center, on Capitol Hill in 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


More recently, however, he has called Palantir "completely anti-woke" and has praised Trump's anti-immigration crackdown, drawing closer to Republicans partly because of their support for Israel, The Post reported. In a letter to shareholders last month, he called for a "return to a shared national experience -- an embrace of common identity that by definition puts forward certain ideas, values, culture, and ways of living at the exclusion of others."
Palantir's investors include White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller, who holds between $100,001 and $250,000 in Palantir stock, according to his financial disclosure report.
The largest share of Palantir's revenue from government contracts comes from the Defense Department, which has paid it about $1.6 billion since 2008, according to a Washington Post analysis of spending data. The Pentagon pays it for technology that includes its Maven Smart System, which uses artificial intelligence in targeting, logistics planning and predictions. Palantir's work building data management systems for the military began in 2011 under President Barack Obama.
Along with the Defense Department, the company has contracts with several other branches of the federal government, including the State Department, the Department of Homeland Security and the IRS. It has drawn criticism for its contracts with Immigration and Customs Enforcement, where its product, Immigration OS, is used to identify, track and deport suspected noncitizens, according to the American Immigration Council, which has called for more oversight of its AI-based tools when they are used in immigration and raised concerns about potential impacts on civil liberties.
This year, Karp and another Palantir executive, Nicholas W. Zamiska, published a book arguing for Silicon Valley to embrace working with the U.S. government and, in particular, the Pentagon. In an opinion piece last year in The Post, the authors wrote that developing advanced weaponry and ensuring "the supremacy of U.S. military power" was critical to safeguarding peace. "This is the software century; wars of the future will be driven by artificial intelligence," they wrote.

A sign likens Palantir to Big Brother from the novel "1984" during a Labor Day protest in Los Angeles. (Robyn Beck/AFP/Getty Images)


Palantir also has contracts with private companies and other governments. In the third quarter this year, its revenue was split into $397 million in U.S. commercial contracts, $486 million in U.S. government contracts, $151 million in non-U.S. commercial contracts and $147 million in non-U.S. government contracts.
Its partnerships have included governments such as the United Kingdom, Israel and Ukraine, according to government and company statements, and more than 700 commercial customers, according to its most recent investor presentation. Its website lists the World Food Program, AT&T and Walgreens among its commercial clients.
Eva Dou contributed to this report.
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Your Data and Privacy
How to claim your share of AT&T's $177 million data-breach settlement
The telecom giant owes millions a slice of its settlement fund, but time is running out to file a claim.

AT&T last year disclosed two data breaches, one from 2019 and the other from 2024, that affected millions of customers. (Michael Nagle/Bloomberg/Getty Images)


By Chris Velazco | 2025-12-04
If you're one of the millions of AT&T customers affected by a pair of data breaches the company disclosed last year, it's time to make sure you get paid.
Earlier this year, AT&T settled a combined class-action lawsuit over both breaches by earmarking a total of $177 million for affected customers.
The deadline to file a claim has already been extended once, but former and current AT&T customers shouldn't count on that happening again. You have until Dec. 18 -- just two weeks from now -- to claim a slice of the settlement.
Don't worry: You've still got time to take care of things. Here's your guide to what happened, and what you need to do.
Because AT&T customers got caught up in two distinct -- and very serious -- hacks.
The first, which occurred in 2019 but wasn't disclosed by the company until 2024, saw "a third-party threat actor" gain access to sensitive customer information, including full names, addresses, birthdays, passcodes and even Social Security numbers.
By the time AT&T acknowledged the breach, that data dump -- which contained personally identifiable information from more than 70 million past and current AT&T account holders -- had found its way to the dark web.
The second breach occurred in 2024, when hackers stole the phone call and text message records of more than 100 million AT&T customers. The contents of those conversations were not part of the breach, but the phone numbers involved and durations of those conversations were, which experts at the time warned could lead to more effective, more targeted scams.
"While we deny the allegations in these lawsuits that we were responsible for these criminal acts, we have agreed to this settlement to avoid the expense and uncertainty of protracted litigation," an AT&T spokesperson said in a statement. "We remain committed to protecting our customers' data and ensuring their continued trust in us."
Since we're talking about two massive data breaches being settled at once, a lot of people.
Are you already an AT&T customer? There's a pretty good chance you've received a notice about all this via postcard, letter or email. These notices will contain your claim ID, which you'll need to submit your claim, along with instructions.
If you believe you were affected by AT&T's data breaches but haven't received a claim ID from the settlement administrator, check the email associated with your AT&T account carefully -- your notice might've wound up in your spam folder.
Still can't find it? Call the settlement administrator at (833) 890-4930 to get things straightened out.
Visit telecomdatasettlement.com, click "Submit Claim," and provide your claim ID. Once you've done that, you'll be able to start filling out the necessary forms and uploading documentation if needed. (More on that in a second.)
One more thing: Be patient. Because so many people were affected by these breaches, the website used to file claims often gets slammed; when that happens, respondents are placed in a virtual queue while others work through the forms. This usually doesn't last for longer than a few minutes, but if you keep running into issues, try filing your claim a little later.
That depends on a few things, like which data breach you were affected by, and how much you can prove you lost as a result. Here's what the payout structure looks like in a nutshell.
If you were affected by the first, more dire AT&T data breach, and you can provide proof of financial losses that stemmed from it, you can file a claim to receive up to $5,000.
Otherwise, you can submit a general claim for a slice of the settlement fund -- $149 million, minus legal and administrative fees -- set aside for that incident. If your Social Security number was leaked as part of the data breach, your one-off "tier cash payment" will be five times the amount of someone whose SSN wasn't leaked.
The process for those affected by the second AT&T breach is much the same, just with different numbers. If you have documented financial losses related to the second breach, you can file a claim for up to $2,500. If not, you can file a claim for a one-off slice of that smaller settlement fund: $28 million, minus similar legal and administrative costs.
Because these breaches were so big, there's a pretty good chance you'll be able to submit claims for both. Just remember that, if you're trying to recoup high-value losses that stemmed from both breaches, you'll need to provide clear, distinct documentation for each incident.
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National
In Minneapolis, Somalis say they've been targeted since Trump called them 'garbage'
Minnesota has been a magnet for Somali immigrants for decades and now has America's largest population of people of Somali descent. 

Patrons line up at a cafe inside 24 Somali Mall on Tuesday in Minneapolis. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


By Caroline O'Donovan, Emmanuel Felton | 2025-12-04
MINNEAPOLIS -- The usually bustling Karmel Mall, a hub for the city's Somali residents, is quiet. Signs on the mall's doors declare, "No ICE enter without court order." Nearby, a Mexican bakery and a neighboring taqueria are closed.
Immigration activists and lawyers say Somali residents have been pulled over, asked for their passports and detained by masked Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents this week after President Donald Trump called the state's Somali immigrants "garbage" that should go back to Somalia.
"I have been getting calls all day and night from people who should not be at risk," said Cameron Geibnik, a Minneapolis immigration attorney who described talking to naturalized citizens or permanent residents scared of being detained.
Trump's rants against Minneapolis, which has the United States' largest population of people of Somali descent, about 80,000 residents, has put this community in an unusual position. Most Somali immigrants came to the country decades ago and have become U.S. citizens. During the last presidential election, Trump performed better in Minneapolis neighborhoods with large Somali populations than he did in 2020.
But Trump has launched diatribe after diatribe against the community in recent weeks, even as advocates and local leaders say the Department of Homeland Security seems to have launched new efforts to target undocumented immigrants. Minneapolis residents and local officials say immigration officers appear focused on Somali neighborhoods.
It's unclear how many people have been detained so far, local officials say. DHS didn't respond to an email seeking comment.
Dieu Do, a community organizer with the Minnesota Immigrant Rights Action Committee, said at least 30 people had contacted their group Wednesday reporting that they had been stopped by immigration officers in their cars, at bus stops or on the street, or visited at their homes. "There's a tangible level of fear that you can feel, especially among the Somali community right now," she said.
The Trump administration also launched a new immigration enforcement operation in New Orleans this week, part of a series of sweeps across the country, including Los Angeles, Washington and Chicago, resulting in thousands of arrests, legal challenges and protests. In both Chicago and Washington, data shows that most of the immigrants detained do not have criminal records.

The Riverside Plaza apartment buildings in Minneapolis. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Most recently, Trump's tirades have been directed at reports of extensive fraud in Minnesota's social services system, in which dozens of Somali individuals are accused of stealing millions in government funds. The funds were intended for housing for disabled adults, food security for children and support for children with autism, but allegedly were spent on personal luxuries, including cars and real estate. "Somalians ripped off that state for billions of dollars, billions every year, billions of dollars. And they contribute nothing," Trump said this week.
He has also said that he would end the temporary protected status held by a relatively small group of Somali migrants living in Minnesota, which the Immigration Law Center of Minnesota estimates to be about 700 people.
But Trump's antipathy toward the Somali community in Minneapolis dates back to at least 2016, when he pointed to a mall stabbing rampage in the region carried out by a Somali immigrant as part of a bigger problem. Dahir Adan injured 10 people at a St. Cloud mall before he was shot dead by a police officer. "Here in Minnesota, you've seen firsthand the problems caused with faulty refugee vetting, with large numbers of Somali refugees coming into your state without your knowledge, without your support or approval,"  Trump said during a 2016 campaign stop.

Abdihakim Omar shows off a passport document at a cafe in the 24 Somali Mall on Tuesday in Minneapolis. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Minnesota became a magnet for Somali immigrants starting in the 1990s after the outbreak of civil war in the East African country. About 40 percent of Somalis in the United States live in the state, and nearly 90 percent of them are citizens either by birth or naturalization, said Jeffrey Passel, senior demographer at the Pew Research Center. Only about 1 percent are in the country illegally, he said.
Minneapolis residents have taken pride in the city's status as a haven for refugee communities, including Somalis and Hmong immigrants. There are a number of Somali Americans in Minnesota's state legislature, and the first Somali American member of Congress, Rep. Ilhan Omar (D), a frequent target of Trump, hails from the state.
"Our Somali brothers and sisters, our neighbors and citizens, and great contributors to our wonderful country," said state Sen. Bobby Joe Champion, a member of the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party. "I'm hearing from a cross-section of people, even those who are not immigrants. Because they care about the neighbors and their friends, as well."

Minnesota State Sen. Bobby Joe Champion and other state  legislators speak at a news conference Wednesday in Minneapolis. (Caroline O'Donovan/The Washington Post)


Mohamoud Mohamed, who has helped settle Somali refugees in the state for over 25 years, organized Somali voters for Trump during the 2024 election. In three Minneapolis neighborhoods with large East African populations, support for Democrat Kamala Harris fell significantly compared with support for Joe Biden in 2020, according to an analysis of precinct results by the Minnesota Star Tribune.
"The way he is behaving is not what we were expecting from him," said Mohamed, who voted for Trump in 2024. "He was talking about illegal immigration, but 99 percent of the Somali community in Minnesota are fully legal."
The administration is unlikely to be able to remove many Somalis from the country, he said, but he is worried that the president's words are endangering his community. "The rhetoric coming from our president is scary," said Mohamed, who founded St. Cloud Area Somali Salvation Organization. "It's a nightmare. We are coming together to support each other as a community. There's nothing else we can do."
Mohamed said with the war continuing to rage in Somalia, returning to the East African nation is not an option. "Next time I see him, I would like to ask Trump if he can provide for me a rocket to go to Mars because there is nowhere else I can go from here," he said.
Jaylani Hussein, executive director of the Minnesota chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations, who led the Abandon Harris campaign, said Republicans captured discontent in the Somali community, many of whom are Muslim, over the war in Gaza. Trump "even mentioned some positive things about the community while he was on the campaign trail. So now demonizing this entire community for the acts of a very few just doesn't make any sense," he said.
To avoid detention, "people are staying away, out of sight," and his business has slowed considerably this week, said Dahir Mohamed, who runs a cafe in a popular mall in a Somali neighborhood. Even those who are in the country legally fear being stopped by immigration agents, especially those who don't speak fluent English, he said.
The operation in the Twin Cities appears to be more targeted than similar raids in places such as Chicago and Los Angeles, where immigration officials cast a wide net, said Hussein, who came to the country as a refugee with his family in 1993. "Here, they're just literally going and parking in Somali neighborhoods right now," he said. "They're going to realize that they're approaching people who are citizens, which is why we're mostly concerned for the other folks who live in the proximity."
Hassan Hassan, who is a U.S. citizen, said he had been stopped by ICE officers while driving home from work Tuesday afternoon. The officers asked him to get out of the car, but he declined, Hassan said. "I said: 'What's the need for the stop? Have I committed a crime?'" he said. "You can't just target everybody because of their nationality, because they're Somali. That's unfair." A masked man took his ID, made a call and then let him go after about 20 minutes, Hassan said.

Hassan Hassan in Karmel Mall in Minneapolis on Wednesday. (Caroline O'Donovan/The Washington Post)


But others being stopped in the area were taken into custody, Hassan said. "It's a sad time," he said. "This is home. The Minnesota people is great people. They're welcoming us, when my parents are refugees."
He now carries his passport with him all the time.
Felton reported from New York.
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The Optimist
Dogs, parrots and peacocks live at this school and help ease student stress
"I call them sometimes guard dogs," said Kenneth Hoagland, principal of Kellenberg Memorial High School. "They guard against fear, depression and anxiety." 

Magnus, a 5-month-old Samoyed, is one of four dogs living in Kellenberg Memorial High School's building. (Jeff Harris/Kellenberg Memorial High School)


By Kyle Melnick | 2025-12-04
Dogs roam the hallways and classrooms at a school on Long Island. While taking tests, students sometimes hear parrots squawk and peacocks crow. It's all part of the draw.
Kellenberg Memorial High School is home to four dogs, two peacocks, five peahens and nine parrots, some of them rescue animals. Turtles and fish also live on campus.
Brother Kenneth Hoagland, the principal, said that -- in addition to preparing students academically for college -- the private Catholic school educates students through its animals.

Long Island's Kellenberg Memorial High School has dogs, peacocks, parrots, turtles and fish on campus.


"I call them sometimes guard dogs," Hoagland told The Washington Post. "They guard against fear, depression and anxiety."
Students line up outside offices to pet the dogs between classes -- especially before and after lunch and at the end of the day.
They're not therapy dogs, but Hoagland, 66, said: "One visit to the dogs is sometimes worth two to the guidance counselor. It just helps to get their mind off their troubles."

Lily, a Labrador retriever, comes along to Kellenberg Memorial High School with her owner. (Jeff Harris/Kellenberg Memorial High School)


Amelia Campbell is nearly midway through her senior year, meaning she has a lot on her plate: finishing college applications, keeping up her grades and spending her free time in extracurricular activities like the speech and debate team and the drama club.
When Campbell gets overwhelmed during the school day, she goes to find Matthias, a Yorkshire terrier whom she became close with when he roamed her church history classroom two years ago. Now, Campbell hangs out with Matthias between classes and walks him in the courtyard past a pond of turtles and koi fish during study hall.
"High school in and of itself is a little rough," Campbell said. "But being able to take a break in your day and walk around with the dogs always makes you feel a bit better."

Senior Amelia Campbell and junior Conor Stanton observe a fish tank at Kellenberg Memorial High School. (Jeff Harris/Kellenberg Memorial High School)


The Uniondale, New York, school opened in 1987 under the Marianist order, a Roman Catholic congregation. Six brothers from the order began living on the building's third floor that year, and they brought a Bernese mountain dog and an Australian shepherdwith them.
As more brothers moved into the building in the following years -- 13 now live there -- they expanded their animal assortment.
A brother who collected birds brought a blue-and-gold macaw that resembled the school's colors, in 1997. He was named Firebird based on the school's mascot. The brothers then began taking in rescued and surrendered parrots. In 2000, the brothers bought a peacock and peahen, who lived in the courtyard and began having offspring.

Two peacocks and five peahens reside in a courtyard at Kellenberg Memorial High School in Uniondale, New York. (Jeff Harris/Kellenberg Memorial High School)


Now, there are two ponds and fish tanks on the 21-acre campus. Parrots greet students from enclosures in the lobby by bobbing their heads and chirping. Peacocks and peahens stay in the courtyard, where they sometimes fly away before maintenance workers whose jobs are to feed and pick up after the birds track them down.
In a middle school in the same building, a classroom is filled with cages that include turtles, snakes and parakeets -- animals students care for.
When Conor Stanton, a junior at Kellenberg Memorial, began attending the middle school in seventh grade, he saw Hoagland standing outside the entrance on the first day with his Samoyed, Beato. The dog reminded Stanton of his family's two dogs, a border collie and a mutt.

From left: Goretti, a goldendoodle; Matthias, a Yorkshire terrier; Magnus, a Samoyed; and Frassati, a miniature Bernese mountain dog. (Jeff Harris/Kellenberg Memorial High School)


"When I saw it, I knew that I made the right choice coming here," Stanton said.
At the start of this school year, Hoagland stood near the entrance with a new Samoyed, Magnus, after Beato died in August.
Another member of the religious order also recently bought a puppy: Frassati, a miniature Bernese mountain dog named after the canonized saint Pier Giorgio Frassati. Magnus and Frassati joined 9-year-olds Matthias (named after the apostle) and Goretti (a goldendoodle named after the late Catholic saint Maria Goretti). The dogs live with the Marianist members year-round.

Senior Patrick Ciampa with Magnus, a Samoyed, at Kellenberg Memorial High School. (Jeff Harris/Kellenberg Memorial High School)


To ensure Magnus was comfortable around people, Hoagland said he walked the puppy across campus near the start of the school year to meet some of the roughly 2,500 students attending the high and middle schools.
Staff members also bring in their own dogs. A history teacher instructs alongside Lily, a Labrador retriever, and the guidance director has a corgi and poodle mix named Riggs.
When senior Patrick Ciampa took tests in a U.S. history class last year, he said his nerves settled when Lily sat by his feet in the front row. In the fall, Ciampa said, it has been peaceful to watch Marianist brothers walk dogs on the track surrounding the field during football practice.

Kellenberg Memorial is a private Catholic school in Uniondale, New York. (Jeff Harris/Kellenberg Memorial High School)


"It just kind of reminds me to bring myself back to center," Ciampa said.
Students with allergies stay away from the animals, school leaders said, and the animals have never hurt anyone.
Tara O'Donoghue, who graduated from Kellenberg Memorial in 2006 and is now a spokeswoman for the school, said that while some animals have come and gone in the past few decades, their calming effects on students have remained.

Fish swim in a pond at Kellenberg Memorial High School in Uniondale, New York. (Jeff Harris/Kellenberg Memorial High School)


"We wouldn't know what Kellenberg was like without them," said O'Donoghue, 37.
Campbell, the senior who has bonded with the Yorkshire terrier Matthias, said she doesn't know what her future holds. She wants to study political science and journalism in college. But she's certain of one thing in her future.
"Obviously," she said, "I'm coming back to see Matthias."
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National
Oregon tribe harvests its first whale in generations
Oregon State Police approached the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians to discuss the fate of a young humpback whale that had stranded on a beach.

Siletz tribal members Greg Goodell and Zena Green arrange squares of blubber during the tribe's whale harvest in November. (Darcy Jimenez) 


By Anumita Kaur | 2025-12-04
The sun was high, the tide was low and the magnificent humpback lay peacefully -- as if asleep -- on the sandy central Oregon shore.
Lisa Norton, 54, and fellow members of the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians formed a circle around the whale. They laid down tobacco as an offering and prayed, thanking the whale for its life and its sacrifice.
Then, with deference and sharp knives, they got to work.
It was the first time in generations that the members had harvested a whale, said Norton, the tribe's chief administrative officer. The traditional practice of many coastal Indigenous communities is mired in government restrictions on tribes' hunting and fishing rights and efforts to protect marine mammals.
For decades, most Siletz members didn't seek to harvest, Norton said. But in mid-November, Oregon State Police approached the Siletz to discuss the fate of a young whale that had stranded on a beach north of Yachats.
Local authorities, Oregon State University scientists and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration officials spent two days trying to get the whale back in the ocean. Thousands watched online, hoping for the mammal's recovery.
When it became clear the whale would not recover, state police asked members of the tribe whether they wanted to salvage it. The Siletz agreed, so NOAA issued the tribe a permit to do so.
On Nov. 17, veterinarians euthanized the animal. The next day, about 20 members of the tribe gathered around the roughly 27-foot, 20,000-pound whale.

Members of the Oregon Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory begin the necropsy, opening the chest and abdomen to collect organ and tissue samples. (Jens Odegaard/Oregon State University) 


They carefully cut out the blubber, as well as the whale's bones, skull and baleen (a feeding system made of keratin that's attached to a whale's upper jaw). Because of health concerns, the tribe did not collect meat for consumption.
"To be able to witness our tribal members do something that hasn't been done for generations, and that they were able to revive -- and we're still learning, of course -- that part of our tradition ... thinking about that is overwhelming" Norton said. "We wanted that whale saved as much as the community. But we were honored with the gift to salvage those pieces and use them for good."
In that way, she added, the whale lives on, too.
Tribal members worked alongside NOAA's Marine Mammal Stranding Network and Oregon State University's Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, which sent a nine-member necropsy team. They began around midday, Norton said, when the sun was shining and the skies were clear after days of rain.
After a collective prayer, the teams worked in tandem. The scientists evaluated the mammal, slicing through skin to extract samples for study. Tribal members carved into other parts of the whale, peeling back squares to expose blubber and delicately laying them out to transport later.
Their tools were simple, Norton said: "very sharp" knives and meat hooks.
"It was this very symbiotic relationship, where they allowed us to work and we made their jobs easier in the end, too," she said. "When they were done with the head, we had removed the blubber from the back. Then they could access the back side of the whale to take samples, and it was made easier for them to get in -- the blubber is already off."
The Siletz also taught the necropsy team certain techniques, Norton said. The team wanted to cut a sample of baleen from the jawbone, but the tribe wanted the jawbone to remain intact. A tribal member demonstrated how to sample the baleen without dismantling the jawbone.

Joshua Rilatos works on the whale's skull. (Lisa Norton) 


"It was really a remarkable day of learning, both scientific learning and cultural learning," said Kurt Williams, director of the Oregon Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory. Williams's team spent about five hours performing the necropsy. "It was honestly the best day I've had at the lab."
"How many people get to be next to one of the great whales, a really iconic species?" Williams said. "It was a once-in-a-lifetime experience from a science and cultural standpoint."
The tribe received help from a construction company that volunteered its tools -- the company's mini excavator helped detach the whale's head from its body. It was part science, part art: "Our team cut back all the parts of the base of the skull," Norton said. Then, the whale's body weight was leveraged off the mini excavator to detach the skull from the spinal cord.
The tide crept up. The sun sank. The necropsy team had departed, and just seven tribal members remained.
"It was getting dark," Norton said. "It was just really unsafe to continue."
The tribal members buried the whale's meat and some of the blubber determined to be unusable.
"We put it in this deep trench, knowing it will be washed back out to sea. It needed to go out to sea to feed the other creatures," Norton said. "For us it was just like, this is what you do. The parts you aren't going to use go back to nature, and nature handles that."
About 9:30 p.m., the Siletz loaded the rest of the whale onto a piece of construction equipment for transport to their reservation. The tide had begun to lap at their heels.
The tribe's members drove away from the beach, whale in tow, and spent the next several days harvesting the remainder of the mammal. Its blubber was cleaned, packaged and flash-frozen, its skull and bones carefully preserved.
Tribal members will collectively determine how to use the parts. The blubber may be rendered into oil, used for fuel or soap. Its bones may be used in tribal regalia, or to build paddles and clubs. The parts may be displayed in a museum, commemorating the historic occasion, Norton said. The key is that the whale's death will not be in vain.
"We can retell the story of that whale, and that story goes on for generations," she said. "To take this tragic thing and -- we didn't make it beautiful -- but we made the best of a tragic situation. And that's valuable."
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National
Illinois can set its own vaccine guidelines, bypassing Trump administration
The new law shows how blue states are trying to counter Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s skeptical approach to vaccines.

Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker (D) said the law was necessary to protect Illinois residents. (Daniel Boczarski/Getty Images)


By Praveena Somasundaram, Lena H. Sun | 2025-12-03
Illinois can now issue its own guidelines about when and how people should receive vaccines and what shots insurers must cover -- regardless of what the federal government recommends.
State lawmakers say the new law is the first of its kind. Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker (D) signed it just days before a federal vaccine panel plans to vote on a major change to America's childhood immunization schedule. Illinois is among several Democratic-led states developing their own systems to assess vaccines, an attempt to address warnings by some public health officials that the Trump administration has politicized vaccine science.
In June, Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. fired members of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's vaccine advisory panel and replaced them with advisers aligned with his vaccine-skeptical views. The remade panel voted to tighten eligibility for covid shots in September. And this week, it will decide whether to stop recommending that all newborns be given a vaccine for hepatitis B, a virus that can cause liver damage and cancer.
Speaking Tuesday at the news conference where he signed the measure, Pritzker said it was necessary to protect Illinois residents as "conspiracy theories and dangerous misinformation about vaccines are running around Washington."
Department of Health and Human Services spokesperson Andrew Nixon said Wednesday that it was Pritzker and other Democratic leaders who "destroyed public trust in public health and should not be guiding policy."
"The Trump Administration and Secretary Kennedy are rebuilding that trust by grounding every policy in rigorous evidence and Gold Standard Science -- not the failed politics of the pandemic," Nixon said in a statement.
The law will give the Illinois public health department the power to issue vaccine guidance based on advice from its own expert advisory committee, breaking from the tradition of following the recommendations from the CDC's Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices.
The Illinois statute also will require that state-regulated insurers cover vaccines recommended by the state panel for Illinois residents, regardless of what the CDC decides.
Kennedy's plans to change U.S. vaccine policies have prompted states to band together to figure out how to respond to federal public health initiatives and offer immunizations if they are no longer recommended by the CDC and its advisers. Illinois joined a 15-state public health alliance that formed in October.
These actions allow Illinois to diverge from the federal guidance if health agencies act against long-held public health standards, said Kevin Griffis, spokesperson for the Vaccine Integrity Project, a coalition of health insurers, vaccine makers and other groups that are also exploring alternative methods to protect long-standing immunization practices.
"That's what a lot of states are confronting right now, and they're trying to figure out: 'How do we maintain a system that's based in data and not ideology?'" Griffis said.
Public health experts have warned that contradictory guidance between state and federal governments could lead to unprecedented confusion among doctors and patients.
Their warnings have intensified of late. Last month, the CDC revised its website to break with the long-settled scientific conclusion that vaccines do not cause autism. Beyond vaccines, the Trump administration this fall linked Tylenol to autism without definitive evidence and advised pregnant women against taking the painkiller.
On Tuesday, Pritzker called the administration's public health actions another effort to "pull the rug out from under American families."
Illinois lawmakers approved their new measure, which was first introduced late last year, on party-line votes. It was backed by the state's top health organizations, several municipal public health departments, and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. AHIP, a major health insurance trade group, opposed the bill over concerns that state-specific policies could make insurance more expensive for employers and employees.
State Rep. Bill Hauter (R), while debating the bill, characterized it as politically motivated, based on Democratic politicians' disdain for President Donald Trump.
"The majority is going to pass this bill because they want to show how much they hate Trump," said Hauter, who voted against passage.
AHIP has said it would cover the cost of vaccines previously recommended by the CDC advisory panel through the end of 2026. The new Illinois law requires state-regulated insurers to cover state-recommended vaccines for Illinois residents starting Jan. 1.
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National
Man on trial in wife's death searched for 'how to saw a body,' prosecutors say
A Massachusetts man faces a first-degree murder charge over the death of his wife, Ana. The man, who denies the charge, is on trial in Dedham.

Brian Walshe in Norfolk County Superior Court in Dedham, Massachusetts, on Monday. (Greg Derr/Patriot Ledger/Pool/AP)


By Jennifer Hassan | 2025-12-03
A Massachusetts man on trial over his wife's death conducted several grim online search queries following her disappearance, including "how to dismember a body," "hacksaw the best tool for dismembering a body" and "how long before a body starts to smell," prosecutors said.
Brian Walshe is on trial this week, facing a first-degree murder charge over the death of his wife Ana Walshe, who was reported missing on Jan. 4, 2023, and whose body has never been found. Brian Walshe has already pleaded guilty to misleading police and willfully disposing of a human body in violation of state law.
Prosecutors said that they intended to prove "beyond a reasonable doubt" that Walshe was guilty of the premeditated murder charge.  They cited as evidence his internet search history, which they said included searches for "how to saw a body" and "can you be charged with murder without a body," and items that investigators found:  a hatchet and a hacksaw. Walsh was the beneficiary of Ana's life insurance policy, prosecutors said.
Walshe has denied the first-degree murder charge, and his defense attorney Larry Tipton argued in court that his client found his wife dead in their bed shortly after celebrating New Year's Eve together, in what he described as a "sudden unexplained death."
Tipton said Walshe had conducted a "frantic and tragic search" online "as he wrestled with the fact that Ana Walshe was dead." Walshe "never killed Ana" but he started "panicking" upon finding his wife's body and subsequently lied to investigators to protect their three sons, Tipton said, adding that the couple had a loving relationship and had been planning their future together.
The case against Walshe has drawn national attention because of Walshe's previous legal troubles and the grisly detail in the prosecution's case. At the time of his arrest, Walshe had been on home confinement while awaiting sentencing in a federal fraud case involving phony Andy Warhol art.
Born in Serbia, real estate investment manager Ana was reported missing by her colleagues after the Christmas and New Year's holidays, when she failed to show up for work.
Walshe then told investigators that his wife left their family home in Massachusetts on New Year's Day and was traveling to her office in D.C. to handle a work emergency. The company later told investigators there had been no work emergency, and investigators found Ana never boarded a flight.

People gathered in Cohasset, Massachusetts on Jan. 12, 2023 for a vigil for missing Ana Walshe, a real estate investment manager and mother of three.


Prosecutors have said that no one had seen Ana after Jan. 1, 2023. On the morning of Jan. 1, Walshe's devices were used to input a string of queries including "how long does DNA last," "is it possible to clean DNA off a knife" and "can I use bleach to clean my wood floors from blood stains," Massachusetts State Trooper Nicholas Guarino told the court on Tuesday.
More searches came on Jan. 2, including "can you be charged with murder without a body," "can you identify a body with broken teeth," and "disposing of a body in the trash," Guarino added.
Prosecutors say that Walshe used cash to buy cleaning products and cutting instruments on Jan. 1 and 2. Walshe's cellphone was in the area of a dumpster on Jan. 5, and on Jan. 9, police retrieved  items from a dumpster and trash compactor, including rugs, a hatchet and hacksaw, that contained Ana's DNA, Assistant District Attorney Greg Connor said. A search of the family home revealed blood in the basement and a bloody knife that had been partly damaged, The Washington Post previously reported.

A missing person poster for Ana Walshe was shown at the trial. (Greg Derr/Patriot Ledger/Pool/AP)


In 2014, Ana reported to D.C. police that Walshe had threatened to kill her and a friend but no charges were filed. A D.C. police spokesman said the case was closed, citing Ana's refusal to cooperate.
Experts have previously told The Post the Walshe case was an unusual example of a murder case with no body.
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        Israeli-backed militia leader killed in 'internal' clash in Gaza
        Shira Rubin, Lior Soroka

        The death of Yasser Abu Shabab, a prominent clan leader in Gaza, could threaten Israel's experiment in arming local militias to challenge Hamas's rule.

      

      
        Putin maintains hard line in talks as Trump says Moscow is open to a deal
        Robyn Dixon

        President Donald Trump said that the Moscow talks on resolving the war in Ukraine were "reasonably good" and that his negotiators say Putin wants an agreement.

      

      
        U.K. report formally blames Russian agents, Putin in 2018 poisoning death
        Steve Hendrix

        A review panel formally confirmed long-standing suspicions that Russia was responsible for the chemical weapon that killed a woman in Salisbury, England.

      

      
        Trump's crackdown on Russian oil hangs heavy as Putin arrives in India
        Pranshu Verma, Catherine Belton

        Putin's state visit to India presents Prime Minister Modi with a delicate diplomatic challenge, analysts say, needing to reassure Moscow without angering Trump.

      

      
        England warns people to stop visiting ER for ingrown toenails and hiccups
        Victoria Craw

        Emergency rooms are "under siege" from patients with minor ailments, England's National Health Service said, ahead of a busy flu season and a doctors' strike.

      

      
        A seal walks into a bar (no, really)
        Victoria Craw

        The seal pup stayed at a New Zealand beer pub for 25 minutes, wandering around tables and visiting the bathroom, before conservation rangers escorted it out.

      

      
        One hostage body left in Gaza, after remains of Thai worker identified
        Victoria Bisset, Lior Soroka

        Here's what to know about hostages and others whose bodies have been returned by Hamas to Israel, and those who remain in Gaza.

      

      
        Hamas took 251 hostages from Israel into Gaza. Where are they?
        Victoria Bisset, Julia Ledur, Leslie Shapiro, Maham Javaid

        We're tracking what happened to the hostages taken by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023, from Israel.

      

      
        In tungsten territory, China celebrates control of mineral the U.S. needs
        Katrina Northrop

        President Donald Trump claimed victory after China agreed to defer controls on rare earths. But many restrictions remain, including on the critical mineral tungsten.

      

      
        Syria's killing machine
        Kareem Fahim, Zakaria Zakaria , Amir Musawy

        A newly revealed trove of photos depicts 10,000 people who had died in Bashar al-Assad's brutal prison system during his last decade in power.

      

      
        Confident of military success, Putin refuses compromise in Moscow talks
        Mary Ilyushina, Ellen Francis

        European officials, who were not included in the talks, said at a NATO meeting in Brussels that Russia appears to be inflexible in the negotiations.

      

      
        To clear huge court backlog, U.K. aims to scrap jury trials for some crimes
        Steve Hendrix

        The plan to forgo jury trials for defendants charged with lower-level crimes is aimed at easing an 80,000-case backlog in a court system booked as far out as 2030.

      

      
        The Epstein scandal is a royal mess. Imagine living on Prince Andrew Way.
        Jennifer Hassan

        As Britain's royal family strips Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor of his titles, ordinary places across the country are trying to downplay their links, too.
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Middle East conflict
Israeli-backed militia leader killed in 'internal' clash in Gaza
The death of Yasser Abu Shabab, a prominent clan leader in Gaza, could threaten Israel's experiment in arming local militias to challenge Hamas's rule.

Yasser Abu Shabab. (Yasser Abu Shabab Facebook)


By Shira Rubin, Lior Soroka | 2025-12-04
TEL AVIV -- The most prominent anti-Hamas clan leader in Gaza, Yasser Abu Shabab, was killed Thursday in an "internal" dispute with other militia members, according to a local ally of his and two Israeli individuals familiar with the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak with the press.
The exact circumstances of his killing remained unclear: Abu Shabab and his group of armed men, who got their start in 2024 looting aid convoys, had been holed up in eastern Rafah in southern Gaza, an area controlled by the Israeli military.
His death could threaten Israel's months-long experiment in arming local clans and gangs to challenge Hamas and establish enclaves within Gaza that are free from the Islamist group's influence. Abu Shabab, 32, was central to the project and had called on Hamas to relinquish power while pledging to protect Palestinian civilians who relocated to his fiefdom.
Hamas on Thursday did not publicly claim responsibility for killing Abu Shabab, who broke out of prison in Gaza during the first months of the war. But as rumors of his death began to swirl in the late afternoon local time, an elite unit of Hamas's military wing circulated an image with an "X" over Abu Shabab's photo. The text read: "As we told you: Israel won't protect you."
According to Hussam al-Astal, the leader of a militia allied with Abu Shabab, he was killed over a "personal matter," related to either money or issues with his family. Abu Shabab belonged to the Bedouin Tarabin tribe that extends from Gaza into Israel's Negev desert and Egypt's Sinai Peninsula. Some members of the tribe publicly disavowed Abu Shabab.
"A lot is still unclear around this case, but what is for sure is that Hamas will benefit from it," said Oded Ailam, former head of the counterterrorism division in Mossad, Israel's external intelligence agency, and a researcher at the Jerusalem Center for Security and Foreign Affairs.
He said the killing bookmarked the end of an Israeli "strategy that was never a strategy." In June, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu briefly acknowledged his government's support for Gaza-based clans as a counterweight to Hamas. Prominent members of Israel's security establishment had long criticized the Israeli leader for refusing to commit to a postwar strategy in Gaza.
"No one in Israel ever believed that Abu Shabab would replace Hamas," Ailam said. "Abu Shabab wasn't big enough, he didn't have enough popularity, and, more than any specifics pertaining to Abu Shabab, it was never going to be a clan or an international force, or any other composition that would disarm Hamas, because of course Hamas will never disarm voluntarily."
Ari Flanzraich in Jaffa, Israel, Miriam Berger and Claire Parker in Cairo, and Hazem Balousha in Ontario contributed to this report.
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Europe
Putin maintains hard line in talks as Trump says Moscow is open to a deal
President Donald Trump said that the Moscow talks on resolving the war in Ukraine were "reasonably good" and that his negotiators say Putin wants an agreement.

A New Delhi billboard shows portraits of Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday. (Sajjad Hussain/AFP/Getty Images)


By Robyn Dixon | 2025-12-04
Russian President Vladimir Putin said parts of the U.S. peace plan were unacceptable and Russia would take Ukrainian land through military force or other means in an interview aired Thursday, as Moscow sticks to its demand that Kyiv surrender territory it still holds after nearly four years of fighting.
Excerpts from the interview with India Today, which coincided with Putin's arrival in India Thursday night, indicated that Moscow is holding a hard line in talks on the resolution of the war despite optimistic pronouncements from Washington.
President Donald Trump said late Wednesday that he was unsure what was next in the Ukrainian peace process, even as he described Tuesday's talks in Moscow between Putin and his peace envoy Steve Witkoff and son-in-law Jared Kushner as "reasonably good."
"What comes out of that meeting I can't tell you because it does take two to tango," Trump said, adding that Witkoff and Kushner believed Putin wanted a deal.
Putin said that he wanted to end the war -- but characterized it not as Russia's invasion of neighboring Ukraine, but a war against Russia by the West.
"Russia wants to end the war that the West launched against it through Ukraine," he said. Throughout the war, Putin has blamed Ukraine and the West for the invasion, and has lately sharpened his rhetoric against Europe, while flattering Trump.
The next phase of the talks will come later Thursday with the arrival of Rustem Umerov, head of the Ukrainian negotiating team, to Miami where he will be meeting with Kushner and Witkoff.
What is not clear, however, is whether Ukraine and Russia are talking about the same versions of the U.S. peace proposal.
After talks late last month between Ukraine and U.S. officials, the original 28-point plan leaked and was widely criticized as pro-Russian. It was then reduced to 19 points, with many sections that were unacceptable to Ukraine removed or set aside to be negotiated between the leaders.
According to Russian state media, however, Putin said in the interview that the U.S. proposal consisted of 28 points (or 27, according to another Russian news agency) and was divided into four documents and based on agreements reached with Trump in August when the two met in Alaska.
That raises questions of whether Putin and Russian officials were talking about the proposal that included the amendments offered by the Ukrainians in the Geneva negotiations on Nov. 23.
Putin said in the interview that while Russia did not accept some points of the U.S. peace proposals on Ukraine, the negotiations are complex work. He added that it was useful to discuss every point of the plan with Witkoff and Kushner.
"The meeting was useful. This meeting was necessary," Putin said. "We went through each point of the peace proposals, which is why the meeting took so long. In some cases, we said that yes, we could discuss this, but we could not agree to that."
Putin said Russia would take the Ukrainian territory it claims either by military force or other means, Tass reported.
Indicating that Russia continues to insist Ukraine must never join NATO, Putin said that, "we are not demanding anything special for ourselves. We rely on the general principle that the security of one state cannot be ensured at the expense of the security of another."
After the talks, Russian officials said no compromises had been found -- a sign, according to analysts, that Russia has not significantly shifted its conditions to end the war.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said on a video address Wednesday that pressure must be increased on Russia and that Ukraine's interests must be respected for the diplomacy to succeed.
"A just peace is only possible if Ukraine's interests are fully respected," he said. "Today, the world clearly feels that there is a real opportunity to end the war, and the current diplomatic activity must be reinforced with pressure on Russia. Everything depends on this combination -- constructive diplomacy paired with pressure on the aggressor. Both components work in the service of peace."
He added that there was "constant communication" between Ukraine and its partners over the peace effort.
Before Tuesday's meeting, Putin sought to minimize Europe's role in peace discussions, even as a deal impinges directly on European security, insisting that they had "excluded themselves" from the process because they wanted to inflict a strategic defeat on Russia "and, apparently, still live in this illusion."
He described the Europeans as "on the side of war" and said they were hindering peace by continually inserting proposals that were "completely unacceptable to Russia."
A Kremlin aide, Yuri Ushakov, said Wednesday that Russia insisted on international recognition of a future peace agreement on territory and other issues. He said the United States was ready to secure a peace agreement that "meets Russia's interests."
Putin also told Indian television that Russia does not want to return to the Group of Seven nations of advanced economies that consists of the U.S., Britain, France, Germany, Canada, Italy and Japan. Russia was expelled after its annexation of Ukraine's Crimea in 2014.
Natalia Abbakumova contributed to this report
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Europe
U.K. report formally blames Russian agents, Putin in 2018 poisoning death
A review panel formally confirmed long-standing suspicions that Russia was responsible for the chemical weapon that killed a woman in Salisbury, England.

Police in Salisbury, England, stand guard in 2018 outside the John Baker House for homeless people, where Dawn Sturgess had lived. (Matt Cardy/Getty Images)


By Steve Hendrix | 2025-12-04
LONDON -- A British inquiry concluded Thursday that a botched "assassination" attempt ordered by Russian President Vladimir Putin killed a British civilian and sickened two Russians in Salisbury, England, in 2018. The findings drew swift condemnation from London and a battery of new sanctions against Russia's military intelligence service.
The 33-month, $11 million inquiry, chaired by a former Supreme Court justice, detailed a plot that was as hapless as it was deadly: Two Russian operatives transported a vial of the banned nerve agent Novichok to Salisbury in a fake perfume bottle, intending to kill former Russian double agent Sergei Skripal.
Skripal and his adult daughter, Yulia, were left critically ill after touching their front doorknob, which was dabbed with the poison. They survived, but months later the discarded perfume container was found by a local man and given to his partner, Dawn Sturgess, 44, a mother of three. Sturgess sprayed it on her wrist and died eight days later.
Following public and classified fact-finding sessions, the final report released Thursday concluded that the operation was authorized at the highest level of the Russian state and declared Putin "morally responsible" for Sturgess's death and the deployment of the military-grade chemical weapon on British soil.
"Deploying a highly toxic nerve agent in a busy city was an astonishingly reckless act," said Lord Anthony Hughes, the commission head.
The finger-pointing at Moscow is not new. Then-Prime Minister Theresa May blamed Russia for the nerve agent assault at the time. Such examples of Putin's behavior, described by successive British leaders as reckless and lawless, have been one of the driving forces behind the United Kingdom's staunch support for Ukraine and its push to help Europe rearm against a growing Russian threat.

Sergei Skripal speaks to his lawyer from behind bars, as seen on the screen of a monitor outside a courtroom in Moscow on Aug. 9, 2006. (Misha Japaridze/Associated Press)


Thursday's report, however, provided a definitive public record and crystalized common assumptions into formal findings. The British government responded immediately, announcing sweeping new sanctions against 11 individuals identified in the report and against the entirety of Russia's military intelligence service, the GRU.
Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper also summoned the Russian ambassador Thursday to answer the report's findings.
"The Salisbury poisonings shocked the nation and today's findings are a grave reminder of the Kremlin's disregard for innocent lives," Prime Minister Keir Starmer said in a statement. "Dawn's needless death was a tragedy and will forever be a reminder of Russia's reckless aggression."
The report is unlikely to bring any of the suspects to justice. Long before the formal review began in 2022, British investigators and open-source researchers identified the suspects. Bellingcat, an internet sleuthing collective, traced travel documents and public records to show, it said, that two men who traveled to Salisbury under the names "Alexander Petrov" and "Ruslan Boshirov" were, in fact, GRU officers Anatoliy Chepiga and Alexander Mishkin.
The two denied involvement, telling Russian state television that they had traveled only briefly to Salisbury as tourists to see the spire on Salisbury Cathedral. "Our friends had been suggesting for a long time that we visit this wonderful town," Petrov said.
British prosecutors authorized charges against both men in absentia in 2018, but no arrests have been made, and the suspects remain in Russia. The Kremlin has dismissed the accusations, calling Britain's description of events "a frank lie."
Russian officials did not immediately respond to a request for comment Thursday.
The commission directed some criticism at British intelligence services for aspects of  its handling of Skripal, a former GRU colonel who was convicted of treason by Russia. Skripal came to Britain in 2010 as part of a high-profile spy swap and had lived quietly in Salisbury before he and his daughter were found slumped unconscious on a park bench in 2018.

An undated photo released by the British Metropolitan Police Service in London on Sept. 5, 2018, shows a counterfeit perfume box that was discovered by nerve agent victim Charlie Rowley, who later gave it, and the bottle inside, to his girlfriend Dawn Sturgess. (AFP/Getty Images)


Local officials complained that they had no warning of a potential Russian target living in the community. The report found that senior local police officials should have been updated and that intelligence agencies should have made more frequent assessments of risks to the former Russian spy.
The case, with its deadly novelties, continues to reverberate across Britain and the West as a disturbing marker of ruthless covert action in the 21st century: an assassination attempt using a banned chemical weapon carried out in a peaceful English cathedral town; a victim by accidental contact with military-grade poison; internet investigators who assembled puzzle pieces faster than official bodies; and a democratic government trying to respond with sanctions and diplomatic pressure even as arrests effectively remain impossible.
Sturgess's family said that seven years after her death, the commission report left them "some answers, but also a number of unanswered questions."
"There should, there must, be reflection and real change," the family said in a statement.
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Asia
Trump's crackdown on Russian oil hangs heavy as Putin arrives in India
Putin's state visit to India presents Prime Minister Modi with a delicate diplomatic challenge, analysts say, needing to reassure Moscow without angering Trump.

The Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Limited refinery in Mangalore, India. (Abhishek Chinnappa/Getty Images)


By Pranshu Verma, Catherine Belton | 2025-12-04
NEW DELHI -- There was no lack of bonhomie when Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin met this fall in China. The two hugged, smiled and spent some 45 minutes chatting in Putin's bulletproof black limousine.
As the Russian leader arrived in New Delhi on Thursday for the start of a two-day state visit, Modi was confronted with a delicate diplomatic challenge, analysts say: seeking to uphold his country's partnership with Moscow without riling President Donald Trump, who has punished India for purchasing oil from Russia and fueling its "war machine" in Ukraine.
It is Putin's first trip to India since he ordered the full-scale invasion of Ukraine in early 2022, and comes two days after he held lengthy and inconclusive talks with American negotiators in Moscow about winding down the conflict. Modi has avoided condemning Russian aggression in Ukraine while expressing sympathy for Kyiv and support for international peace efforts.
The two delegations will be keen to keep the focus on bilateral issues, especially trade, which has swelled from $10.1 billion before the pandemic to $68.7 billion in the last fiscal year, largely due to India's imports of Russian crude. But facing pressure from Trump, and recently tightened U.S. and European sanctions on Moscow's energy sector, Indian refiners have begun to limit their oil purchases from Russia, which analysts say is a significant blow to the country's wartime economy. Defense deals could help fill the gap: Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Tuesday that India's potential purchases of Su-57 fighter jets and the S-400 missile defense system is likely to be on the agenda.
Modi must walk a political tightrope, said Sumantra Bose, a comparative political science professor at India's Krea University, signaling an ongoing commitment to Moscow without alienating the U.S. president.
"It's a fine balancing act," Bose said. "He has to factor Trump's unpredictable and unstable personality into his personal calculations."

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin walk together before an informal dinner at Modi's residence in New Delhi on Thursday, the first day of the Russian leader's two-day state visit to India. (Alexander Kazakov/Sputnik/Pool/AFP/Getty Images)


India's long-standing relationship with Russia became suddenly fraught in August, when Trump announced a 25 percent tariff on New Delhi as a penalty for buying Russian oil, bringing the overall rate on the country to 50 percent -- one of the highest of any U.S. trading partner. Trade talks between the countries stalled. Top Trump advisers said the conflict in Ukraine was "Modi's war" and accused India of being a "laundromat for the Kremlin."
India bristled at the criticism and said its energy purchases would continue to be dictated by national interests. Modi, meanwhile, stepped up his outreach to other global powers. At the Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit in September, he met with both Putin and Chinese leader Xi Jinping, in what some analysts viewed as a choreographed political signal to Washington.

From left, Putin, Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping speak at the Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit in Tianjin, China, on Sept. 1. (Suo Takekuma/Pool/Reuters)


In the months since, temperatures have cooled. Modi said later in September that he was "fully committed" to taking the India-U.S. partnership to "new heights." Trump told reporters in October that the prime minister was a "great man." Trade negotiations resumed.
But Russian oil has remained an impediment. Trump told U.S. negotiators earlier this year that a trade deal with India would not be possible unless it committed to reducing its purchases. Indian officials privately told their American counterparts they would be willing to do so, but could not announce it publicly for fear of domestic backlash.
In October, the United States announced sanctions on Rosneft and Lukoil, Russia's state-owned oil companies, and the European Union said it would tighten its own sanctions on the country's energy producers. Soon after, India's largest buyer of Russian oil, the conglomerate Reliance Industries, said it would stop importing Russian crude to refine for export.
In an interview with Indian television Thursday, Putin attempted to brush off the impact of Western sanctions. "Our energy cooperation with India remains unaffected by current conditions, fleeting political swings, or indeed the tragic events in Ukraine," he told India Today.
But Russia's oil exports to India are expected to fall by about a third this month, from 1.8 million barrels per day in November to 1.2 million barrels per day in December, according to Janis Kluge, an economist at the German Institute for International and Security Affairs.
"That's already significant," he said. "It's a lot of money and it may create some fiscal problems for Russia."
New Delhi has emerged as the second-largest buyer of Russian oil during the war in Ukraine, trailing only China and accounting for almost 40 percent of the country's exports. "It is impossible for Russia to replace it," Kluge said.
The move by Indian refiners to reduce imports comes at an especially inopportune time for Moscow, which was already facing a budget crunch. Energy revenue was down nearly 30 percent in October compared with the previous year as sanctions were stiffened and oil prices fell.
Hoping to shore up his nation's finances -- to continue the war and reassure a beleaguered Russian public -- Putin must convince India to keep the crude flowing, Kluge said.
"There might be a reduction," Kluge said, "but that also might be temporary. A lot will depend on how seriously the U.S. takes the enforcement." After previous rounds of sanctions, he noted, there was a period of adaptation. Volumes dropped until new methods of circumvention were found.
"The financial incentives to find ways around the sanctions are so high," Kluge said.
Already, two state-run oil refiners in India have resumed purchasing Russian oil from non-sanctioned entities, according to Indian media reports. "Our companies buy oil from wherever it is cheaper," said an Indian official with the Foreign Ministry, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive topic. Sanctions play a role in the decision-making, the official added, along with "dynamics in the international market."
Russia has both acknowledged and sought to downplay the impact of American economic and political coercion, which hangs heavy over Putin's first visit to India in about four years. Peskov said Tuesday that Moscow does not have the "slightest intention" of interfering with U.S.-India ties but understands "there is a pressure over India and this is the reason that we have to be very careful in creating an architecture of our relationship that must be free of any influence coming from third countries."
By welcoming the Russian president, Bose said, India hopes to send a message that "'It's okay, we haven't given up on you' ... and the fundamentals of the relationship remain strong."
Central to the relationship is India's reliance on Russian weapons. Thirty-eight percent of Russia's arms exports between 2020 and 2024 went to India, according to a 2025 report by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, making it Moscow's top customer during that period.
India's air force chief said in August that the Russian-made S-400 missile system took down several enemy aircraft during its conflict with archrival Pakistan in the spring, a claim Islamabad denied.
India is unlikely to turn away from Russia because "there are no reliable partners around" and, under Trump, it can no longer rely on a steady bond with the U.S., said Happymon Jacob, the founder of the Council for Strategic and Defense Research, a nonpartisan think tank in New Delhi.
"Everyone is hedging," he said.
Belton reported from London. Robyn Dixon in Riga, Latvia, and Supriya Kumar contributed to this report.
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Europe
England warns people to stop visiting ER for ingrown toenails and hiccups
Emergency rooms are "under siege" from patients with minor ailments, England's National Health Service said, ahead of a busy flu season and a doctors' strike.

An ambulance outside the Accident and Emergency zone of a London hospital in December 2022. (Leon Neal/Getty Images)


By Victoria Craw | 2025-12-04
LONDON -- People of England: Please treat your ingrown toenails and hiccups at home. Do not bother emergency services with them.
That was the message Thursday from England's National Health Service, warning that emergency rooms have been "under siege" from a deluge of minor ailments in previous winters.
The service is trying to promote alternatives to emergency rooms, such as pharmacists, urgent treatment centers and online systems, as a first point of contact amid fears that hospital workers could be overwhelmed by a combination of flu season and labor strikes this winter.
It includes a video, "24 hours NOT in A&E" -- riffing on the name of a reality television show about Accident & Emergency rooms, which ERs are also known as here. The government video showed people seeking treatment for minor medical queries at a pharmacist or ordering a repeat prescription online, to demonstrate accessing medical help without clogging up emergency services.
According to NHS England, last winter between Nov. 1 and Feb. 28, people across the country visited the emergency room over 200,000 times for ailments including sore throat (96,998 visits), earache (83,705), itchy skin (8,669), nasal congestion (6,382), ingrowing nails (3,890) and hiccups (384).
The data applies only to hospitals in England because NHS policy is managed under separate systems in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.
Britain's NHS, founded in 1948, delivers free health care for people who are "ordinarily resident." For years, it has been under strain because of long wait times and funding issues, with many staff facing burnout and exhaustion. But it is also beloved and a point of pride among Britons, many of whom balk at the cost of health care in the United States and fear the creeping possibility of privatization that a free-trade deal between the two countries could bring.
This year, resident doctors in England are planning to stage strikes from Dec. 17 to 22 amid a dispute over compensation, compounding fears during a traditional spike in winter illness that began earlier than usual this year.
NHS England said it expects to face an unprecedented flu season this year with "no peak in sight yet." Emergency rooms already saw 37,000 more visits in October than in the same month last year, the agency said.
Julian Redhead, the national director of urgent and emergency care at NHS England, in a separate statement Thursday urged those worried about their health to come forward but said "ballooning flu cases coinciding with strikes may stretch our staff close to breaking point in the coming weeks."
The warning comes a day after the Royal College of Nursing, which represents over a half a million nursing staff across Britain and internationally, said NHS England data showed a "staggering increase" in the number of people in emergency rooms waiting over 12 hours to be admitted to the hospital.
"Every day, thousands of people up and down the country are forced to receive treatment in full view of other patients in inappropriate places such as corridors, cafes and even toilets where nursing staff are unable to easily access potentially life-saving equipment," Nicola Ranger, the general secretary and chief executive of the RCN, said in a statement Thursday. "It is undignified and unsafe."
She added, "As a matter of urgency, the government must improve staffing levels and capacity in emergency departments, and invest in community services where staff can keep people healthy at home and out of hospital."
Wes Streeting, the U.K. government's secretary of state for health and social care, said the government is working to make sure patients are treated during "this time of intense pressure."
"We can all do our bit this winter by making sure we only use A&E ... for genuine accidents and emergencies," he said in a statement Thursday.
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Animals
A seal walks into a bar (no, really)
The seal pup stayed at a New Zealand beer pub for 25 minutes, wandering around tables and visiting the bathroom, before conservation rangers escorted it out.

(The Associated Press/AP)


By Victoria Craw | 2025-12-04

CCTV camera footage shows the moment a young fur seal waddled into a bar in Richmond, New Zealand, on Nov. 30, shocking and delighting customers and staff.


A seal waddled into a bar -- and ordered a drink on the rocks.
So went one of the many jokes made by patrons at Sprig + Fern, The Meadows, a craft beer pub in New Zealand's South Island, after a young fur seal walked in the front door on a rainy Sunday, sparking excitement and disbelief.
Co-owner Bella Evans said she was working behind the bar, putting  up Christmas decorations, when the young seal entered shortly after 5 p.m.
"Everyone was pretty shocked," Evans said in a phone interview Thursday. "A lot of people thought it was a dog at first, because we are a dog-friendly establishment."
"It was a mix of shock, excitement and everything all at once," she said.
The seal seemed "pretty relaxed" and was in the pub for around 25 minutes, including visiting the bathroom, Evans said. Video posted online by the bar -- and set to the "Mission Impossible" theme tune -- shows the seal waddling between tables as a customer tries to usher it outside.
"Today we had the cutest unexpected visitor," the business wrote on Facebook. "... It wandered in all on its own for a little look around, absolutely stealing the show."
Evans said she was initially worried about the seal getting frightened and the safety of customers, but the pup seemed "really mellow."

The seal pup inside the pub's bathroom. (Sprig + Fern The Meadows)


The seal eventually settled under a dishwasher before staff members managed to lure it into a customer's dog crate -- with the help of some salmon from a pizza special on the menu. Conservation rangers then came to collect it.
"Everyone was joking it was so popular that even the seal's heard," Evans said about the pub's pizza.
Helen Otley, a principal ranger for the New Zealand Department of Conservation, said the agency received "numerous" calls Sunday about the young fur seal, known as kekeno in Maori, which had been spotted in the area.
"The pub staff did a great job keeping the seal safe until the DOC ranger could get there," she said in a statement to The Washington Post.

The seal was eventually coaxed into a customer's dog crate, while being bribed with some salmon. (Sprig + Fern The Meadows)


Otley said it was "not unusual" to see young fur seals in the Tasman Bay area, at the top of New Zealand's South Island, as they explore their environment after being weaned. The pub is about a mile from the coast.
"Seals can wander up to 15 km [9.3 miles] inland, often following rivers and streams. They can turn up in unusual places -- like this pub -- but this is normal exploratory behavior," she said, adding that the department generally takes a "hands off" approach to seals.
"They are capable and resilient and, given time and space, they usually find their way back to the shore," she said.
Evans said the surprise visitor delighted customers and staff, and sparked a flurry of jokes about drinks served "on the rocks" and the pub having the "seal of approval." The seal has also left an intriguing scent for local dogs who have been "sniffing the trail" where it roamed, she said.
Otley said the seal has since been released at Rabbit Island, a small island in the Tasman Bay area, which she described as "a safe location due to its dog-free status."
It's not the first time animals have turned up in unexpected places in the past  couple of weeks, with a raccoon passing out in a bathroom after ransacking a Virginia liquor store and a bear squeezing into a crawl space in a California home.
For Evans, who took over the pub around three months ago, the  animal visitor was followed up by another surprise this week: a customer bringing their bearded dragon for a drink.
"We're turning into a zoo," she joked.
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Middle East conflict
One hostage body left in Gaza, after remains of Thai worker identified
Here's what to know about hostages and others whose bodies have been returned by Hamas to Israel, and those who remain in Gaza.

(Francisco Seco/AP)


By Victoria Bisset, Lior Soroka | 2025-12-04
Israel identified on Thursday the body of a hostage returned from Gaza as Thai agricultural worker Sudthisak Rinthalak, 43, who was killed during the Hamas attack of Oct. 7, 2023.
With the release of his remains, Israelis are now awaiting the return of the body of the last of the 251 hostages taken captive that day: Israeli police officer Ran Gvili.
Most of the hostages taken were freed or rescued alive. The last 20 living hostages and the remains of 27 others have been released as part of a ceasefire and hostages-for-prisoners exchange deal between Israel and Hamas that began in mid-October. Under the same agreement, Israel has returned the bodies of hundreds of Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, following more than two years of the war in Gaza that the ministry says has killed more than 70,000 people.
Hamas blamed the widespread destruction in the enclave for delays in locating some of the bodies.

The remains of four more Israeli hostages returned by Hamas arrived in Tel Aviv on Oct. 15, as part of a U.S.-brokered deal.


Here's what to know about Gvili and the deceased hostages whose bodies have been returned under the deal. Their ages, where available, are correct at the time of the Oct. 7 attacks.
Illouz was at the Nova music festival with friends when Hamas attacked. His friends were shot dead while Illouz was severely wounded and taken captive, according to the Hostages and Missing Families Forum, which represents many hostages' relatives. Maya Regev, a hostage freed in November 2023, said she and Illouz were treated together in a Gazan hospital where he died of his wounds. Illouz's father, Michel, told The Washington Post that he was preparing to bury his son, adding: "I'm so happy for the families of the hostages that are alive, that they will be able to recover, and I'm sad about my journey."
Joshi, from Nepal, was among a group of Nepali students studying agriculture at Kibbutz Alumim, near Gaza, when the Hamas attack began, according to the Associated Press. In early October,  Joshi's family released footage believed to have been filmed in November 2023 that showed him in captivity. According to the hostages forum, it was the only sign of life his family had received since his abduction.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Peretz was a captain in the Israeli army's 7th Armored Brigade. The army said in early 2024 that he was killed on Oct. 7, 2023.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Sharabi and younger brother Eli were taken captive from Kibbutz Beeri, where more than 130 people died in Hamas's attacks. Yossi's wife and their two daughters survived the attacks, the hostages forum said. Eli, whose wife and daughters were killed in the attacks, was released during a previous ceasefire earlier this year. The Israeli military later said Yossi was probably killed when an Israeli strike hit a building adjacent to where he and two other hostages were being held, Israeli media reported.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


The husband and father of two was one of the first to escape the Nova music festival after the Hamas attack began, the hostages forum said. Baruch's family heard him telling a friend to drive faster, saying, "They are chasing us," before the call was disconnected, the forum said. The Israeli government said he died in captivity, while the Times of Israel reported that his family was told that he was killed on Oct. 7, 2023, and his body taken into Gaza.
Nimrodi, an Israeli soldier and German dual national, was abducted from a main crossing between Israel and Gaza, according to the Associated Press. Two other soldiers abducted with Nimrodi were killed. The family had held out hope he could still be alive until his body was identified.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Levi, a taxi driver, was killed at the Nova music festival, and his body was taken to Gaza, the Israeli government said. The hostages forum described him as "a warm and loving family man" whose "great loves were his only son Shahar and his two dogs."
Atrash, a sergeant major in the Israeli military, was killed in fighting on Oct. 7, 2023, and his body taken into Gaza, according to the Israeli government.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Hayman, an art student, was abducted from the Nova music festival and had been the only female hostage still in Gaza. The Israeli government says she was killed in Hamas captivity.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Margalit was killed on Oct. 7, 2023, near the stables in Kibbutz Nir Oz, where he lived with his wife, Dafna, and had worked raising cattle. Dafna's daughter, Nili, was taken captive during the attack and released in November 2023. Dafna has since returned to the kibbutz. "Many people ask me, 'Why would you go back there?'" she told The Post. She said she wanted to move back as quickly as possible, adding: "I realized this would be my last home."

(Courtesy of Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Engel and his family were kidnapped from Kibbutz Nir Oz, according to the hostages forum. His wife, Karina Engel-Barret, and two daughters, Mika and Yuval, were freed as part of a ceasefire deal in November 2023; the Israeli government informed them days later that Ronen had been killed in captivity.
Sonthaya, a Thai agricultural employee, had worked in Israel for five years, his mother told the Thai newspaper the National after his death was confirmed last year. According to the Israeli government, he was killed on Oct. 7, 2023 -- one of several dozen Thai nationals killed during the attack.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Haimi was killed fighting Hamas militants Oct. 7, 2023, as part of the security team for Nir Yitzhak, a kibbutz near Gaza where he lived with his wife and children. His youngest child, Lotan, was born after his death. After learning of Haimi's death, the family held a funeral for him at a temporary grave in another kibbutz, but his wife, Ella, told The Post this year that she wanted him "to be brought back and buried here. Only then can we say that we are beginning a new life."

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Zalmanowicz was abducted from Kibbutz Nir Oz and killed in captivity, the Israeli government said. He died after not receiving medications he relied upon and barely eating, the hostages forum said, citing remarks by freed hostages.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Adar was taken from Kibbutz Nir Oz, where he fought alongside the kibbutz's security squad during the Hamas attacks, according to the hostages forum. His wife and two young children survived by hiding in the safe room of their home, the forum said. The Israeli government later confirmed he was killed on Oct. 7, 2023.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Baruch was abducted from Kibbutz Beeri. According to the hostages forum, he returned from an around-the-world trip to study electrical engineering. In January 2024, Israel's military said he was killed during a rescue attempt the previous month, adding: "At this point, it is not possible to determine the circumstances of Sahar's death, and it is not known whether he was murdered by Hamas or killed by our forces' fire."

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Cooper and his wife, Nurit, were kidnapped from Kibbutz Nir Oz, which he helped found in the 1950s. Nurit was freed just over two weeks after the Oct. 7 attacks, but the Israeli military said in June last year that Amiram was killed in captivity.
Hamami, a colonel and commander in the Israeli military, was killed during fighting on Oct. 7, 2023, and his body was taken into Gaza, according to the Israeli government.
The Hostages and Missing Families Forum said that when Hamami was appointed as a commander of the Southern Brigade of the Gaza Division, he said at the ceremony that he "accept[ed] with pride and tremendous responsibility the command of the brigade."

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Neutra, an American-Israeli dual national, was a tank commander and trainer in the Israeli military. He was raised on Long Island. He came to Israel for a gap year before college, and chose to stay and enlist as a soldier, his grandmother Tamar Tzohar told The Post. In Israel, "he fit in instantly. One of the most moving things for me was that people didn't even realize he hadn't been born in Israel," she said.
The Israeli military said in December 2024 that he was killed on the day of the attacks and that his body was taken into Gaza. Tzohar told The Post that she had mixed feelings on the morning his body was returned to Israel. "On one hand, the pain is still immense, knowing we won't be able to accompany Omer through the rest of his life. But on the other hand, there is a sense of relief," she said.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Oz, a sergeant in the Israeli army's 7th Armored Brigade, was killed in fighting on Oct. 7, 2023, and his body was taken into Gaza. The Hostages and Missing Families Forum said he was a gifted guitar player and was "everyone's best friend."

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Chen was the last American dual national whose body was held in Gaza.
Chen, an Israeli soldier, was based at a military outpost less than a mile from the Gaza border on Oct. 7, 2023. Five months later, Israel confirmed he was killed during the attack, and his body was taken into Gaza. "My heart is broken," his mother, Hagit Chen, said in a media statement after his body was returned in early November. "There is no joy in laying your child to rest, but there is relief and there is peace for the soul. Mine and his."
Chen's father, Ruby, said the family could now hold a funeral for their son and observe Jewish mourning rites. "This was most probably the least worst option, and now we need to start understanding how to live this new chapter of life," he told The Post. "You know, with this understanding of being whole again as a family, but in a different way than we wanted."

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Mollel, an agricultural student from Tanzania, arrived in Israel 19 days before the Oct. 7, 2023, attacks to gain practical farming experience. He was killed at the dairy of Kibbutz Nahal Oz and his body taken into Gaza, according to the Hostages Forum.
Rudaeff, a father and grandfather, was born in Argentina and lived in Kibbutz Nir Yitzhak, according to the hostages forum. His family was told in May 2024 that he died during the Hamas attack. He volunteered for four decades as an ambulance driver, the forum said. "He always volunteered first and extended a helping hand to everyone."

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Goldin, an Israeli soldier, was killed in 2014 during the Israeli military's "Operation Protective Edge" in Gaza, where his body remained. Reservists from Goldin's former platoon accompanied Goldin's body on "his journey home, for burial," former spokesman for Israel Eylon Levy said.
Israeli President Isaac Herzog said that for 11 years, he kept the image of Goldin on his desk and "his memory has remained etched in my heart throughout."

(The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)



(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Godard and his wife, Ayelet, were both killed in their home of Kibbutz Beeri; Godard's body was taken to Gaza. The hostage forum described the father and grandfather, who had worked as a lifeguard, as "an excellent soccer player." The Israeli military said Godard was killed by the Palestinian Islamic Jihad militant group.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Or lived in Kibbutz Beeri with his family. His wife was killed in the Hamas attacks, while two of their three children were taken hostage and released the following month, the Times of Israel reported. Or was initially believed to be alive in captivity, but the Israeli military later confirmed that he was killed on Oct. 7, 2023, and that his body was taken to Gaza. Or worked at a dairy and was known as "a wonderful cheesemaker," as well as "an active and involved father and a loving, supportive husband," the hostages forum said. His body was returned by Hamas and Islamic Jihad.
Sudthisak, another Thai national, worked at Kibbutz Beeri. Last year, the Israeli government confirmed that he was killed during the Oct. 7 attack. His father told Thailand's Nation newspaper last year that he hoped his son's remains would be returned so that the family could carry out funeral rites.
One hostage body remains in Gaza.

(Bring Them Home Now/Reuters)


Gvili, a police officer in the Negev region, was killed on Oct. 7, 2023, and his body was taken to Gaza, Israeli authorities said.
Heidi Levine, Shira Rubin, Leo Sands, Joanna Slater and Sammy Westfall contributed to this report.
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Asia
In tungsten territory, China celebrates control of mineral the U.S. needs
President Donald Trump claimed victory after China agreed to defer controls on rare earths. But many restrictions remain, including on the critical mineral tungsten.

Construction workers walk around the site of the new headquarters of the China Rare Earth Group in Ganzhou, in eastern China's Jiangxi province, on Nov. 21. (Hector Retamal/AFP/Getty Images)


By Katrina Northrop | 2025-12-04
GANZHOU, China -- In Ganzhou, a critical mineral hub in southern China which has found itself in the middle of U.S.-China trade tensions, history seems to be repeating itself.
Nearly a century ago, amid a brutal civil war, the Chinese Communist Party established a tungsten mine here and traded the minerals for necessities such as medicine and guns to fuel their fight. It was from Ganzhou, a few years later, that the party launched its Long March -- a historic trek which has become a symbol for bravery and struggle in China -- and went on to eventually win the civil war.
Today, this region, which analysts liken to the West Virginia of China, has become central to a very different type of battle: As Washington wages a volatile trade war against Beijing, the Communist Party is again using Ganzhou's natural resources as a powerful bargaining chip.
"Rare earths and tungsten are now hot topics -- the trade negotiations seem mostly focused on rare earths," said Liu Xiaoming, who used to work in the tungsten industry and then founded the Museum of the World Tungsten Capital in Ganzhou.
Since President Donald Trump returned to office in January and quickly began imposing tariffs, Beijing has used ever-tightening export controls on rare earths and critical minerals, which are crucial for the global economy and for militaries across the world, to retaliate.
Tungsten -- crucial for defense and manufacturing products -- was among the first economic weapons Beijing wielded: It implemented export controls on tungsten in February, resulting in a shock to the global market and tungsten prices doubling.

A green truck drives away from a rare earths mine in Ganzhou. (Hector Retamal/AFP/Getty Images)


Trump and Chinese leader Xi Jinping agreed to ease tensions in a summit in October, with Beijing agreeing to pause the implementation of some rare earth restrictions by one year. While Trump quickly claimed victory on the important sticking point, experts say he overstated his success: Beijing has not paused all the controls, and it could easily deploy the policies again to exert diplomatic pressure.
"The idea that this has been resolved is wildly premature," said John Delury, a historian of modern China and senior fellow at the Asia Society. "They have put the gun back in the holster, but they still have the gun."
Many restrictions remain in place, despite the detente: Tungsten, for instance, is still subject to export controls. This puts Ganzhou -- which is sometimes called the "tungsten capital of the world" -- smack in the middle of the superpower showdown.
China produces more than 80 percent of the world's tungsten, more than a third of which is from Jiangxi province, where Ganzhou is located. The ground here is also rich in heavy rare earths, accounting for a large share -- as much as 80 percent for some minerals -- of China's deposits.
Tungsten is very dense and heat resistant, making it a useful material for military applications -- such as armor-penetrating ammunition and radiation shielding in nuclear submarines -- as well for machinery such as drill bits and cutting tools, which are needed for almost every manufacturing process.
"In indirect ways, tungsten facilitates every part of our daily lives," said William Parry-Jones, founder of Wolfram Advisory, a tungsten-focused consultancy, who has traveled to Ganzhou many times.
Since implementing controls on tungsten in February, China has granted some export licenses, Parry-Jones said, but he does not know of any U.S. firm to have received one. And while China's dominance in the rare earth supply chain largely stems from the processing stage, its control over the tungsten industry comes from the natural reserves in the ground -- making it harder for Washington to break Beijing's stranglehold.
"Beijing knows that it is under-recognized that tungsten is important to everything," Parry-Jones said. "I think they will play to that strength."

A motorist rides past a China Rare Earth Group processing plant in Ganzhou in November. (Hector Retamal/AFP/Getty Images)


Ganzhou, a city of wide avenues and drab buildings, isn't only known for its mineral deposits. It also played a key role in the Communist Party's origin story: Communist forces, led by Mao Zedong, formed a stronghold here in the 1930s, during the civil war. Then they set off for their 6,000-mile-long march.
A riverside park outside Ganzhou now marks their departure point. On a recent gray morning, groups of elderly Chinese people filed out of tour buses to take pictures in front of towering stone monuments and billowing Chinese flags.
Xi has also paid homage to this revolutionary history.
In 2019, as the trade war during Trump's first term escalated, Xi made a trip to Ganzhou and visited Long March memorials and descendants of Red Army fighters. He also stopped by one of Ganzhou's largest rare earth companies, JL MAG Rare-Earth, where he was photographed touring the factory and learning about the production process.
"Now there is a new Long March, and we should make a new start," Xi said on the trip, according to state media.

A monument marks the departure point of the Long March, the Chinese Communist Party's historic 6,000-mile trek. (Katrina Northrop/The Washington Post) 


Delury said the historic resonance of the Ganzhou tour was striking -- particularly the way Xi conflated the struggle of the civil war with that of the trade war.
"This theme of industrialization and of China controlling its natural resources and industrial power is deeply rooted in the national identity to a degree outsiders don't appreciate," Delury said.
Beijing's emphasis on commanding its natural resources is also clear at a memorial for the old tungsten mine, which was run by Mao's brother, Mao Zemin. A sign says the tungsten accounted for 70 percent of the party's revenue amid "difficult times" -- this point is hammered home with a large "70%" written out in bushes across a hillside -- and made "outstanding contributions to the Chinese revolution."
Words of wisdom from Xi are written on one of the memorial's buildings: "Make good use of red resources, preserve red genes, and pass on the red country."

The Xi Jinping quote is pasted onto a building at the memorial for the old tungsten mine. (Katrina Northrop/The Washington Post) 


The extent to which China has used these "red resources" as tools of economic coercion -- including with its wide-ranging rare earth export controls announced in October, just before Xi met Trump -- caught many governments and companies off guard. Trump, for one, said the controls came "out of the blue."
But it's not surprising here.
"When all is good and quiet, China is like a sleeping lion," said a 42-year-old Ganzhou man working in the construction business, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive political topic. He was smoking a cigarette in a tea shop below Ganzhou's "Rare Earth Bridge," which was renamed from "Peace Bridge" just last year.
"But once faced with a crisis, the power the country displays would be extremely strong," he said.

A rare earths processing plant in Ganzhou. (Hector Retamal/AFP/Getty Images)


The Chinese Communist Party has sought to exert more control over the rare earths industry and to consolidate it. In 2021, several companies were merged to form the China Rare Earth Group, a state-owned firm headquartered in Ganzhou.
A state-run industrial park on the outskirts of the city, which houses more than 350 enterprises, is the largest rare earth and tungsten processing base in China, according to the Ganzhou government.
The China Rare Earth Group and other rare earth and tungsten firms did not respond to requests for comment. The Ganzhou Tungsten Industry Association declined to comment for this story.
But despite Beijing's assertive stance in trade negotiations with the Trump administration, many people in Ganzhou seemed eager to tamp down tensions with Washington.
"We really hope that China-U. S. relations will improve because there are definitely some misunderstandings," Liu, the museum founder, said as he walked around his exhibitions of old mining equipment and massive slabs of multicolored tungsten crystals. "Even between two countries that are in a competitive relationship, there is lots of space for collaboration."
The desire for de-escalation may partly stem from the export restrictions' potential impact on the main industry in Ganzhou, especially at a time of economic stagnation in China.
Kristen Looney, an expert on China's rural development at Georgetown University who has conducted extensive research in Ganzhou, likens the third-tier city to China's West Virginia: rich in natural resources, close to booming urban centers like Shenzhen and yet, largely left behind.
"It's a place the central government cares a lot about because of its historical and cultural significance, and now they care because of rare earths," she said. "But its development still trails behind its neighbors."
A Ganzhou resident working in the cobalt industry, who also spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the political sensitivity, seemed to echo Looney's sentiment.
"To be honest, the tungsten industry hasn't really supported that many people all these years," he said. "So it's not like everyone feels proud or anything like that. Some factory bosses got rich in the past, but ordinary people did not get particularly wealthy."
Lyric Li in Seoul contributed to this report.
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Europe
Confident of military success, Putin refuses compromise in Moscow talks
European officials, who were not included in the talks, said at a NATO meeting in Brussels that Russia appears to be inflexible in the negotiations.

An apartment building in the city of Kramatorsk in Ukraine's Donetsk region is seen Tuesday after it was damaged by a Russian drone strike late Monday. (Anatolii Stepanov/Reuters)


By Mary Ilyushina, Ellen Francis | 2025-12-03
Five hours of talks in Moscow between the U.S. delegation and Russian President Vladimir Putin over a U.S. plan to resolve the war in Ukraine ended without a "compromise option," the Kremlin said Wednesday, adding that its military victories had swayed the Americans.
Even without a comprehensive briefing on what transpired during the lengthy talks Tuesday, it did not appear as if the swift end to the conflict desired by President Donald Trump is near. Ukrainian and European officials expressed doubt on Wednesday about Putin's interest in ending the war diplomatically.
"So far no compromise option has been found, but some American proposals appear more or less acceptable," said Putin's top foreign policy aide, Yuri Ushakov, who attended the meeting and spoke to Russian media right afterward. "The president did not hide our critical or negative view of certain proposals."
Later Wednesday, Ushakov said the Russian "successes on the front in recent weeks have had a positive impact on the course and nature" of talks and forced the United States and the West at large to make "more adequate assessments of the situation in Ukraine."
His remark echoes Putin's constant assertions that any deal must be based on "realities on the ground" and that he is not prepared to make concessions because he believes his army can succeed militarily.
The U.S. delegation for the first time included Trump's son-in-law Jared Kushner joining the president's special envoy, Steve Witkoff. As they were headed to Moscow on Monday, Putin and his top brass announced the capture of Pokrovsk, a key logistics hub in the Donetsk region of eastern Ukraine, which could pave the way for Russian forces to capture the two remaining key cities in the area still under Ukrainian control.
The Ukrainian military has said fierce fighting is still underway. A senior NATO official said that although Russian forces "currently control over 95 percent of the city," a collapse of wider Ukrainian defensive lines is not expected.
"If and when captured, it is likely that Russia will use the city for logistics and as a springboard to attack other cities in Donetsk [region]," said the official, who like others spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the topic. "Still, an imminent collapse of Ukrainian defenses is unlikely in the near term. ... Taking the remainder of Donetsk is not a realistic possibility for the Russians for at least another year or two."

Russian President Vladimir Putin, presidential envoy Kirill Dmitriev and foreign policy aide Yuri Ushakov attend a meeting with U.S. President Donald Trump's special envoy Steve Witkoff and son-in-law Jared Kushner at the Kremlin in Moscow on Tuesday. (Alexander Kazakov/Sputnik/Reuters)


NATO officials have previously assessed that it would take Russia at least three to four years to fully capture Donetsk. One of Moscow's demands for a ceasefire is for Ukraine to relinquish the remaining 20 percent of the region it still holds.
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha said Wednesday that Witkoff had contact with the Ukrainian side after the talks with Putin and that a visit to the U.S. is being worked out for further discussions.
"This is a sensitive process. It is important not to disclose details," he told journalists in Brussels. He added that the document being discussed was evolving and talked about a 20-point plan, while Russia had referred to a 28-point plan in Tuesday's talks. "The U.S. representatives informed us that, in their assessment, the talks in Moscow had a positive effect for the peace process. That is their evaluation."
The U.S. delegation presented Putin with four documents outlining Washington's plan. The Kremlin said the two sides agreed not to share the contents of the talks with the media to avoid "megaphone diplomacy," but analysts believe the four documents break down the initial 28-point plan into four separate issues, probably dealing with territory, economic reintegration of both countries and security guarantees.
Ushakov said the discussion touched directly on territorial issues, which Moscow considers essential to any resolution, as well as the "huge opportunities" for future U.S.-Russian economic cooperation, which is something Moscow has been pitching to Washington in a bid to expand the talks on a potential truce in Ukraine to discussions on restoring wider bilateral relations.
"But some American proposals appear more or less acceptable -- and they need to be discussed," Ushakov added. "Certain wording we were offered is unacceptable. So, the work will continue."
Alexander Baunov, an analyst with Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center, said that Moscow views the initial 28-point plant as its starting point in negotiations and won't accept a version that makes the proposal less favorable to the Kremlin. Before the meeting, U.S. and Ukrainian negotiators had modified the proposal to make it more palatable to Kyiv, but it is not clear if that was the proposal presented to Putin.
"Putin is happy with the war's progress. He changes into his military uniform three times a month and personally commands generals over maps," Baunov said in a Telegram post, referring to Putin's increasingly frequent television appearances in uniform to receive positive war news.
Meanwhile, NATO foreign ministers who are convening in Brussels on Wednesday said they would assess progress in the talks on the U.S. plan. But several European officials conceded early Wednesday that they still did not know their outcome.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio skipped the meeting in Brussels, fueling European unease that key allies are being sidelined in negotiations with Russia. Deputy Secretary of State Christopher Landau joined his counterparts at NATO instead.

U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Christopher Landau, center, British Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper, right, and NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte speak with each other during the NATO meeting Wednesday in Brussels. (Omar Havana/Getty Images)


Rubio, who was also not part of the Moscow delegation, said late Tuesday that "some progress" had been made on the truce proposal, but "we're still not there -- we're still not close enough." He stressed that "only Putin can end this war on the Russian side," and highlighted a major sticking point: Moscow's demand that Ukrainian forces withdraw from the entire Donbas region. Ukraine has long rejected ceding territory Russia has failed to seize militarily.
"What they're literally fighting over now is about a 30- to 50-kilometer space and the 20 percent of the Donetsk region that remains," Rubio said on Fox News. "And so what we have tried to do -- and I think have made some progress -- is figure out what could the Ukrainians live with that gives them security guarantees for the future they're never going to be invaded again."
European diplomats said core issues remain unresolved. The key open questions include where to freeze the conflict, and what security guarantees Kyiv can accept if it signs onto a deal that maintains de facto Russian control of some of its territory.
"The essence of the whole deal hinges on two points: territory and security guarantees," said a NATO diplomat.
Ukraine's positions have been weakened by a high-level corruption scandal that engulfed Zelensky's inner circle and swallowed up his longtime controversial adviser Andriy Yermak. Kyiv is also under severe financial pressure as direct U.S. funding has dried up, while European governments struggle to unlock new funds for Ukraine.
The Europeans, who have sought to sway the talks and retain their leverage, struck a deal early Wednesday designed to further reduce their dependency on Russian energy. The E.U. plan is to start banning Russian gas imports next year and bar them all by 2027. Europe's imports of Russian gas dropped drastically after the 2022 invasion of Ukraine, but still represent about 19 percent of overall intake.
Russia, meanwhile, is also straining under war costs and declining oil revenue, with its newly approved three-year federal budget projecting a deficit.
Some analysts argued that the costs of waging the war for both Kyiv and Moscow are beginning to outweigh the political practicality of continuing it, providing the current U.S. effort with more of an opening to achieve a truce.
"Putin is not in the position of a person who wants peace at any cost, so for now he is only prepared to end the war on terms that suit him," said Vladimir Pastukhov, a Russia expert and honorary professor at University College London.
"There is no reason to believe that the parties will take advantage of the window of opportunity that has arisen, but it is safe to say that they currently have one," Pastukhov added in his Telegram blog post.
Tatiana Stanovaya, also of the Carnegie Center, said on X that Moscow's main calculation in the talks with the U.S. is to get Washington to "pressure Kyiv to accept these terms as the only viable route to peace."
Kostiantyn Khudov contributed to this report.
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Europe
To clear huge court backlog, U.K. aims to scrap jury trials for some crimes
The plan to forgo jury trials for defendants charged with lower-level crimes is aimed at easing an 80,000-case backlog in a court system booked as far out as 2030. 



British Justice Secretary David Lammy speaks during a session of Parliament in central London on Tuesday. (U.K. Parliament House of Commons/AFP/Getty Images)


By Steve Hendrix | 2025-12-03
LONDON -- Britain will limit the right of some criminal defendants to a trial by jury -- a cornerstone of British justice dating to Magna Carta in 1215 -- in a bid to clear dangerously clogged court dockets, Justice Secretary David Lammy said Tuesday.
Under the changes, defendants facing potential prison sentences of three years or less will no longer have the option of hearing their cases adjudicated by a panel of their peers. Instead, they will stand before a single judge, some in newly created "swift courts" designed to process cases about 20 percent faster than the traditional system, Lammy said in an address to the House of Commons.
The proposal will require approval by Parliament, which is dominated by Lammy's Labour Party, and the changes are expected to take force early next year.
The tweak to the jury system -- revered by many as a bulwark of blind justice, dismissed by others as a costly option used in only a fraction of cases -- is needed to ease the burden on criminal courts that are "on the brink of total collapse" under an 80,000-case backlog, the government said.
Lammy, who also serves as deputy prime minister, cast the changes as an emergency intervention for a judicial system with trials scheduled as far out as 2030, leaving some victims and defendants more than a thousand days from their day in court. Without changes, the bottleneck is on track to reach 100,000 pending cases in the next two years, he said.
"Behind every one of the thousands of cases waiting to go to trial is a human life put on hold," Lammy said. "If you are raped in London today your case will not be in the courts until 2029."
The shift affects criminal offenses ranging from nonviolent house burglary to threats to kill -- crimes that currently can be tried either in magistrates' courts or, at the defendant's election, before juries in Crown Court, where criminal cases are tried. Under the new proposal, that choice would disappear for the lower tier of charges.
The option of a jury trial will remain for murder, rape, robbery and other more serious charges, the government said.
Still, critics were swift to condemn the changes.
"Allowing a single judge, operating in an under-resourced system, to decide guilt in a serious and potentially life-changing case is a dramatic departure from our shared values," Brett Dixon, vice president of the Law Society of England and Wales, a lawyers advocacy group, said in a statement.
Advocates said the changes will mostly affect minority defendants, who have been found to suffer the highest rates of discrimination in magistrates' courts, which will take on more cases under the new system. Research indicates that Black and Asian people, as well as other ethnic minorities, are more likely than White defendants to receive immediate jail sentences rather than community service for similar offenses.
In 2017, Lammy, while serving in the opposition as shadow justice secretary, conducted his own review of bias in the courts and found juries were the part of the criminal justice system most consistently free of racial prejudice.
"Debate and deliberation acts as a filter for prejudice," his report, known as the Lammy Review, found, whereas a single judge making decisions alone concentrates power in ways that might amplify rather than check individual bias.
"Jury trials are a fundamental part of our democratic settlement. Criminal trials without juries are a bad idea," Lammy tweeted in 2020 in criticism of jury overhaul proposals being considered by the then-Conservative government.
In response to critics who pointed out the inconsistency -- and there were many doing so gleefully during his House of Commons Q&A -- Lammy said he viewed his changes as "saving" the overwhelmed jury system rather than scrapping it.
He blamed the backlog crisis on budget cuts to the court system by previous Tory governments. Conservatives, now in the opposition, blamed Lammy for wrecking Britain's vaunted justice system.
"If he gets away with this, it will be the end of jury trials in this country," Shadow Justice Secretary Robert Jenrick said in the House on Tuesday.
Among legal scholars, however, the jury is still out on juries. That's in part because, despite their central role in the image of impartial justice -- not to mention 271 episodes of "Perry Mason" -- they are relatively rare.
More than 90 percent of criminal charges in Britain are settled without juries in the lower magistrates' courts. And of those cases that reach Crown Court, most end with a guilty plea. In all, only about 3 percent of criminal cases are decided in the jury room.
"Views are divided on the jury trial," said Nicola Padfield, emeritus professor of criminal and penal justice at Cambridge University.
"Some people see the jury trial as 'the lamp that shows that freedom lives,'" Padfield said, quoting Lord Patrick Devlin, a renowned British jurist. "Others see it as a sacred cow. We all believe in the trial by jury, but we don't actually use it very much."
In any case, legal professionals remain skeptical that trimming jury trials for a subset of the least serious criminal charges will solve the backlog crisis.
The number of waiting cases has been driven up by cuts in the number of Crown Court locations around the country, the number of "sitting days" when judges hear cases, and a shortage of prosecution and defense lawyers to argue them. Until those systemic shortfalls are addressed, limiting access to the already small number of jury cases is unlikely to make much of a dent, Padfield said.
"The backlog of serious cases awaiting trial is a disgrace; there's no question that something has to be done about it," she said. "But I would be surprised if this change has the impact that the minister of justice seems to expect it to have."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/12/03/britain-jury-trials-court-backlog/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Europe
The Epstein scandal is a royal mess. Imagine living on Prince Andrew Way.
As Britain's royal family strips Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor of his titles, ordinary places across the country are trying to downplay their links, too.

Some British towns that relished a link to the royal family in their street names are rethinking such signs. (Carl Court/Getty Images)


By Jennifer Hassan | 2025-12-04
LONDON -- He is no longer a prince, or a duke. An earl, or a highness. He is now just Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor. But his name is still causing headaches -- and provoking debate -- in some British towns where it graces signs for residential streets, businesses and even a chapel.
In October, King Charles III stripped Andrew of his titles and honors, in light of continuing revelations about his younger brother's involvement with convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. Andrew is also set to be evicted from his lavish Windsor mansion. He denies the allegations against him.
The very public fall from grace for the 65-year-old has prompted debates across the country over the name of streets such as Prince Andrew Road in the town of Maidenhead, England, which joins a street named Prince Andrew Close, and Prince Andrew's Road in Norwich, England, which some argue was actually named after Prince Andrew of Greece and Denmark. "Prince Andrew Way" in the town of Carrickfergus, Northern Ireland, will officially be getting a new name after a council vote.
In Norfolk, England, a sign at Prince Andrews Chapel has been removed. Now, the wording reads: "chapel."
In January, the chapel will be submitting an official request to the government to change its name, according to church leader John Wrighton.  Wrighton said it "is the right time," adding that the congregation seem happy with the decision -- which was accelerated by the king's announcement, he said.
The chapel was named for the street it sits on, Prince Andrews Close. According to Wrighton, residents looked into a possible name change for the street but concluded that it would be too onerous, requiring them to change details on all official documents such as driver's licenses, insurance policies and household bills.
The chapel, in the village of Aldborough, is set to be renamed as "Aldborough Chapel," Wrighton said.

Prince Andrew Way in Carrickfergus, Northern Ireland. (Charles McQuillan/Getty Images)


On Prince Andrew Way in Carrickfergus, there are 10 residential addresses and a small number of commercial properties, according to local councillor Aaron Skinner. The road was named in 1986 following Andrew's marriage to Sarah Ferguson, according to British media.
Skinner said in an email that he had spoken with "many residents" of the town who are "deeply uneasy" about continuing to honor the former prince in such a way. Calls for the road to change its name increased "dramatically" since the king's decision to remove his brother's titles, Skinner said. In November, councillors unanimously backed a motion from the Alliance party to rename the controversial street, which they cited as an "ongoing issue."
"It is clear that he no longer reflects the values of our community. Given everything that has come to light and continues to come to light, the name needs to change," he said.

After years of damaging headlines over his ties to Jeffrey Epstein, Buckingham Palace finally acted. The Post's Karla Adam explains what this means for Andrew.


The vote marks the first time that Mid and East Antrim Council will have to rename one of its streets -- a complicated process that will "take time," Skinner said.
"There are lots of public bodies to consult including the Royal Household and most importantly for us a public consultation with the people of Carrickfergus," he said, adding that locals would make the decision on the road's new name.
Skinner did not share any top contenders for a new name, saying it was "too early in the process," but noted that the town has "very rich" royal heritage and that William and Catherine also hold the titles of Baron and Baroness of Carrickfergus -- which Queen Elizabeth bestowed on them in 2011 when they married.
"We feel that maintaining that royal link is very important," Skinner said.
But living on a road named after the former prince "is hardly desirable," said British royal commentator Richard Fitzwilliams, who in an email described the Andrew allegations as a "unique" issue for the royal family. "The problem with handling this scandal is that the palace [doesn't] know what more is to be revealed," Fitzwilliams said. "It seems a lot more."
Andrew in 2022 settled a civil lawsuit with Virginia Giuffre, who said she was forced to have sexual encounters with Andrew as a teen after being trafficked by Epstein. She died by suicide in April, and her memoir published in October. The same month, a YouGov poll found Andrew had the worst ever popularity ratings for a royal with 91 percent of Britons holding a negative opinion of him.

A portrait of Prince Andrew outside the Duke of York pub in London in 2022. (Hollie Adams/Getty Images)


Outside the Duke of York pub in London's Fitzrovia neighborhood, a sign featuring an image of Andrew once hung outside. A larger portrait of the former duke also featured prominently on the side of the building.
Now both are gone, but the pub's name remains. According to Heydon Mizon, the pub's owner, it's believed to have been named in 1791 after Prince Frederick, who was the Duke of York and Albany at the time.
Mizon said the former tenants kept the sign when they moved out and that the larger tribute to Andrew was "updated" as part of a 1 million pound (about $1.3 million) investment to the building. Photos from January show the sign being removed and bundled into a van.
Guests, he said, seem to love the updates.
Thousands of miles away, a different kind of institution has also wiped away its links to the former royal. Prince Andrew School on St. Helena, a remote British overseas territory in the South Atlantic Ocean, has officially changed its name to St. Helena Secondary School.
The school was rebranded this year because of "several factors," including "public controversy and negative media coverage." In a February news release, the St. Helena government said that the school's name change was approved by Buckingham Palace.
"While we respect history, we must also be mindful of how past associations impact the present and future," Head Teacher Phil Toal said in the news release. "Choosing a new name allows us to honour the contributions of our students and community without the burden of controversial ties."
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Economic Policy
Amazon eyes expanding delivery network after talks with USPS stall
Amazon looks into expanding its nationwide delivery network and giving up its long-standing partnership with the U.S. Postal Service.

Mail carrier Dennis Nelson delivers Amazon packages to a home in remote northern Minnesota in 2023. (Dan Koeck/For The Washington Post)


By Jacob Bogage | 2025-12-04
Amazon is preparing to expand its nationwide delivery network and give up its long-standing partnership with the U.S. Postal Service as talks stall with the mail agency, according to three people with knowledge of the matter, a move that could make the e-commerce goliath the most ubiquitous delivery service in the country and wreak havoc on the postal agency's long-term financial viability.
Amazon -- whose founder, Jeff Bezos, owns The Washington Post -- has been in talks with the Postal Service over what the mail agency calls "negotiated service agreements," which set rates and hasten delivery for its largest clients. The company had hoped to come to a new agreement that would have locked in favorable rates and set higher benchmarks for package volume, but formal talks have largely concluded without a deal, the people said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to share confidential business information.
The Postal Service instead plans to hold a reverse auction next year to offer access to mail facilities to the highest bidder, making Amazon and other businesses compete for postal capacity. In response, Amazon is readying plans to pull the billions of packages it sends through the Postal Service by the end of 2026, the people said.
They cautioned that the plans are not final and could change. Postmaster General David Steiner met virtually with Amazon chief executive Andy Jassy on Nov. 14, and the company hopes to reach an agreement, the people said.
Amazon has long been the Postal Service's top customer, providing more than $6 billion in annual revenue in 2025, said two of the people familiar with the talks. That would account for roughly 7.5 percent of the agency's revenue in the past year. The Postal Service does not disclose its financial relationships with major shippers.
The loss of Amazon's business could spell disaster for the mail agency, which in recent years has drawn more revenue from packages than paper mail. It has posted multibillion-dollar losses in nine of the past 10 years, even as it has hiked prices. The people said industry groups have begun huddling with key lawmakers to craft a rescue package for the Postal Service, which received $107 billion in financial assistance from Congress as recently as 2022.
Partnerships with large shippers such as Amazon are the backbone of the Postal Service's "coopetition" business model, in which its prime competitors send certain parcels through the postal system and deliver others independently. Amazon had sought a four-year extension of its contract, two of the people said. Its agreement expires Oct. 1, 2026.
Amazon spokesperson Steve Kelly in a statement called the Postal Service a "long-standing and trusted partner" and said the company remained committed to working with the agency. The company was seeking ways to "extend our partnership" and "increase our spend" with the Postal Service as part of the recent negotiations, he said. The Postal Service declined to comment.
The system has benefited both sides: The deliveries are profitable for the Postal Service, while private-sector shippers off-load shipments that would cost more to deliver on their own.
President Donald Trump frequently panned the arrangement during his first term. He derided the Postal Service as "a joke" and Amazon's "delivery boy." During the covid-19 pandemic, Trump threatened to block emergency financial assistance for the mail service unless it quadrupled its package prices. Congress ultimately approved additional resources for the agency. Earlier in his first term, Trump told then-Postmaster General Megan Brennan to double the rates for Amazon and other shippers.
Much of Trump's effort was aimed at punishing Bezos, The Post has reported, whom Trump considered a political enemy. Trump has largely refrained from attacking Bezos publicly in his second term, and Bezos attended Trump's inauguration in January, along with other tech figures.
A representative for Bezos did not respond to a request for comment.
Shortly before he took office again, Trump and top advisers discussed attempting to privatize the Postal Service, or merging it with the Commerce Department.
The negotiated package service agreements have prioritized major corporations and other large parcel shippers, rather than individual retailers and small businesses. Steiner said at the Postal Service's most recent public meeting that he aims to democratize those agreements and open them to regional shipping firms, traditional brick-and-mortar retailers, and midsize and small businesses.
He plans to hold a reverse auction in early 2026, the people said, selling access to postal facilities to the highest bidder, rather than directly to Amazon, and making the company compete with national retail brands and regional shipping firms. That proposal largely ended the Amazon negotiations, which had been ongoing since February, two of the people with knowledge of the talks said.
"Almost everybody nowadays does home delivery via internet sales, but you have UPS and FedEx and other businesses that have a piece of that market," said Leo Raymond, managing director at Mailers Hub, a postal industry advisory firm. "There's no business out there that can replace Amazon for the Postal Service. Amazon, with their own network, could hurt UPS and FedEx, too."
Amazon was "surprised to hear [the Postal Service] want to run an auction after nearly a year of negotiations," Kelly said.
"Given the change of direction and the uncertainty it adds to our delivery network, we're evaluating all of our options that would ensure we can continue to deliver for our customers," the spokesperson said.
The specter of the postal breakup marks new ambitions for Amazon to dominate another facet of the U.S. economy. Amazon dubs itself "the everything store" for its seemingly endless product inventory in a nationwide network of hulking warehouses. Amazon Web Services is an industry leader in web hosting, so interwoven in global markets and consumer products that a temporary outage in October caused snags from Wall Street to internet-connected smart beds. It has expanded its entertainment streaming business with live broadcasts of the NFL and the NBA. In 2022, it acquired health service platform One Medical for $3.9 billion.
A bespoke delivery service that processes upward of 6 billion packages per year in the U.S. would be an existential threat to the Postal Service. The lost revenue could throw the agency's shaky finances into a tailspin, experts say. The mail agency posted a $9 billion loss in the 2025 fiscal year.
"I'm scared to see them leave," said one industry executive, speaking on the condition of anonymity to offer a candid assessment. "What the Postal Service will be left with is the absolute dregs."
Amazon could prove to be a formidable postal competitor. The company is largely free of the union labor contracts that elevate costs for some other parcel shippers. Much of its existing last-mile delivery network is made up of gig workers and independent contractors. The company could also seek to pry away business from the mail service; some small and midsize retailers already stock merchandise at Amazon warehouses.
"If any of the major last-mile delivery customers pull out and start building out their own network, which is what Amazon is doing, that is a fundamental threat to the Postal Service," said Elena Patel, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution, and a former economist for the Postal Service's independent regulator. "And it's a weakness that's been sitting there the whole time."
The Postal Service has spent the years since the covid-19 pandemic raising prices and eliminating the discounts it once offered major shippers that preprocessed packages to save money on mail-handling steps.
That led UPS to cut ties with the agency, though the shipper signed a new postal contract in October. It also led Amazon to expand its own delivery footprint, enlisting a legion of gig economy delivery drivers and broadening the reach of its own parcel fleet.
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Media
The New York Times sues the Pentagon over press restrictions
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth's requirement that journalists pledge not to solicit any unauthorized information violates the First and Fifth amendments, the newspaper alleges, calling it "an attempt to exert control over reporting the government dislikes."

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth at the White House in November. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Scott Nover | 2025-12-04
The New York Times sued the Defense Department over its press policy prohibiting journalists from soliciting any information not explicitly authorized for release by the government. In a complaint filed Thursday morning in federal district court in Washington, the Times alleged that the press rules violated the First Amendment's guarantee of a free press and the newspaper's due process rights under the Fifth Amendment.
"The policy is an attempt to exert control over reporting the government dislikes," Charlie Stadtlander, a spokesperson for the Times, said in a statement. "The Times intends to vigorously defend against the violation of these rights, just as we have long done throughout administrations opposed to scrutiny and accountability."
Julian E. Barnes, a national security reporter for the Times who handed in his Pentagon press credentials rather than sign the policy, was named as a plaintiff alongside the newspaper. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and Sean Parnell, the Pentagon's chief spokesman, were also named as defendants.
The Pentagon's policy, which took effect in October and has been widely condemned by media organizations and press freedom groups, states that any reporter credentialed to cover the Pentagon in person must sign an agreement pledging not to solicit information -- even unclassified material -- that the government hasn't expressly authorized for release.
"It shouldn't be that the press pass becomes a shackle," said a senior attorney at the New York Times, who along with another attorney on the case spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the lawsuit before it was filed. "The press pass should be a badge that allows you to do more, not less."
In its lawsuit, the newspaper asks a federal judge to strike down parts of the policy that violate its constitutional rights. The Times retained Theodore J. Boutrous Jr. of Gibson Dunn, a prominent First Amendment lawyer, as outside counsel. The case was assigned to Senior Judge Paul L. Friedman of the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, who was appointed to the bench by President Bill Clinton.
"We are aware of the New York Times lawsuit and look forward to addressing these arguments in court," Parnell, the Pentagon spokesman, wrote in a statement. The White House declined to comment on the lawsuit. The Justice Department did not respond to requests for comment.
Dozens of reporters, including representatives of the Times, The Washington Post, CNN and Fox News, turned in their press badges rather than comply with the policy. Many walked out of the building together in October, some carrying out boxes of belongings from decades of reporting from within the Pentagon.
The lawyers representing the Times said they discussed litigation with other news organizations but ultimately decided to proceed on their own. They said they would welcome other outlets filing their own lawsuits or amicus briefs in the Times's case.
In an Oct. 10 statement, The Times's Washington bureau chief, Richard Stevenson, said the press policy "threatens to punish them for ordinary newsgathering protected by the First Amendment" and the paper would not sign it.
"The Pentagon's press access policy is unlawful because it gives government officials unchecked power over who gets a credential and who doesn't, something the First Amendment prohibits," said Gabe Rottman, vice president of policy of the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press. "We look forward to lending our voice in support of this suit."
In a statement, the Pentagon Press Association said that it was encouraged by the Times's effort to defend press freedom. "The Defense Department's attempt to limit how credentialed reporters gather the news and what information they may publish is antithetical to a free and independent press and prohibited by the First Amendment," the PPA wrote.
Weijia Jiang, president of the White House Correspondents' Association, called the Times's lawsuit "a necessary and vital step to ensure journalists can do their jobs."
Lack of access to the Pentagon has not prevented reporters from landing consequential scoops, including The Post's recent reporting on Hegseth's Sept. 2 order to destroy a suspected drug boat in the Caribbean Sea, as well as a follow-up report from the Times.
Of the hundreds of journalists, photographers and support personnel who regularly covered the Defense Department, only 14 people initially signed the press policy. After the walkout, the Pentagon announced a new press corps consisting largely of right-wing media personalities and outlets, including the Gateway Pundit, the Post Millennial and Human Events -- none of which had been regularly covering the Pentagon in person. Far-right activist Laura Loomer, a loyalist to President Donald Trump who has repeatedly criticized defense officials in his administration, was among those approved to cover the department.
The Pentagon held a news briefing for the newly credentialed media on Dec. 2, in which press secretary Kingsley Wilson roundly criticized the absent mainstream press. Among the questioners was former congressman Matt Gaetz, a One America News host who was briefly Trump's attorney general nominee last year.
Parnell, the Pentagon spokesman, has previously defended the press policy, saying it represents "basic, common-sense guidelines to protect sensitive information as well as the protection of national security and the safety of all who work at the Pentagon."
The Times's suit is the latest example of long-standing tensions between the Trump administration and news organizations over press access. The case echoes previous challenges brought in Trump's first term by Jim Acosta, then a CNN correspondent, and later Brian Karem, then with Playboy magazine. Both sued the government after their White House credentials were revoked and won them back.
Earlier this year, the Associated Press successfully sued to have some access restored after it was barred from certain White House events, but an permanent appellate ruling is pending. Most recently, the White House prohibited reporters without permission from entering the West Wing corridor that houses top communications officials.
In a separate case, Trump personally sued the New York Times in federal court in October, alleging that its reporters defamed him in Times articles and a 2024 book by making what his lawyers called "malicious, defamatory, and disparaging" statements about his business achievements and the origins of his wealth.
That litigation, filed in Tampa, is ongoing. A Times spokesman previously said the lawsuit is meritless: "This is merely an attempt to stifle independent reporting and generate PR attention, but The New York Times will not be deterred by intimidation tactics."
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        A restaurant with no chairs? This tiny pasta spot is worth standing for.
        Elazar Sontag

        Gemini in Dupont Circle is a wonderfully strange home for handmade pasta, natural wine and some of the best ice cream in the United States.
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Dining
A restaurant with no chairs? This tiny pasta spot is worth standing for.
Gemini in Dupont Circle is a wonderfully strange home for handmade pasta, natural wine and some of the best ice cream in the United States.




By Elazar Sontag | 2025-12-04
 (Very Good)
The first time I had dinner at Gemini, I was balancing my order number and a glass of wine when another hovering diner swooped in to claim the table that had just freed up. Back to scanning the room for an opening. At this sliver of a counter-service restaurant in Dupont Circle, you sometimes have to fight for your supper.
There's also the matter of seating, of which there is none. The dining room is made up of standing-only high-tops, so as you get comfortable with a nice bowl of pasta, you might realize your foot has fallen asleep. Which reminds me, pasta is only available indoors, a note for those who opt to dine on the patio (where there are chairs). And finally, there are the hours, which span from 12:30 to 8:30 p.m., such that Gemini is only a dinner destination if you run there after work.
Despite this all, I find myself running back to Gemini, eager to see what chef Johnny Monis and his team are up to at one of the most peculiar and compelling restaurants I've dined at this year.
Gemini: 2 stars (Very Good)
Read more about the new stars scale.
Don't miss: Eggplant parm arancini; Japanese sweet potato; ferretti, orecchiette and gkogkes pastas; ice cream.
Skip: Sicilian square pizza.
Prices: Small plates $4 to $24, pastas $19 to $29.
In October and November, there were Japanese sweet potatoes cooked until their insides collapsed into a deep, nutty custard. Each of three small halves was topped with crumbles of barrel-aged feta and bathed in koji butter, the punch of salty brine balanced by the potato's intense sweetness. Monis had taken my favorite vegetable and made it, somehow, more itself.

Japanese sweet potato with aged koji-feta butter. 


Always order the vegetables at Gemini. Monis tends to them with a flair that has drawn diners to the chef since he first opened the beloved Greek fine-dining restaurant Komi in this space in 2003. He chars habanada peppers -- the habanero's declawed cousin -- and drapes them with gossamer strips of warm lardo to create a dish that reminds me inexplicably of macaroni and cheese from the box. Sweet, rich and entirely comforting. On another visit, I was halfway through a bowl of tender meatballs in bright tomato sauce before I realized the absence of meat. Their body came instead from eggplant and pecorino, a nod to a potato-based version of the dish made on the Greek island of Chios, where Monis's family is from.
On most tables at Gemini, you will find a half or full tray of Sicilian pizza. The puffy squares scratch an itch, and I've yet to complete a meal without a slab or two. But as unfailingly pleasant a duo as burrata and pepperoni are, filling up on pizza at Gemini feels like finishing your popcorn during trailers. Other sections of the menu bring occasional risk but are far more rewarding. Monis's drive to push flavor to the brink of too much tends to serve him and his diners well. It was his calling card at Little Serow, the fiery-hot and much-loved northern Thai restaurant he opened beneath Komi in 2011 and shuttered amid the pandemic. Sometimes at Gemini, Monis tips over the edge, turning out dishes that are too salty to appreciate. I tend to forget any disappointment by the time my pasta arrives.

Chef Johnny Monis was behind Gemini's predecessor, Komi, and the late Little Serow. 


Biting into small twists of ferretti coated in a sunny corn carbonara made by cooking the sweet juice to the texture and hue of egg yolk, I marveled that Monis has conjured the pure brightness of summer in the dreary doldrums of November. Forking up pudgy little cups of orecchiette sauced in a pork ragu humming with gentle heat, I began to understand the indoor-only pasta policy. On any given night there are as many as 10 shapes to choose from, each made with a dough and sauce tailored to its ridges and turns. Nearly all are made by hand. The patio doubles the restaurant's capacity, and the pasta is too labor-intensive to be scaled up. "We're very protective of the pastas," Monis told me by email. "We didn't stop being control freaks when we left fine dining behind."
If that's what it takes to make pasta this good, I have no qualms. But if the thought of a restaurant that doesn't serve some of its best dishes outside and has virtually no seating makes your feathers ruffle, I get it. This is not the land of "customer is always right" hospitality. Gemini embodies a more nuanced relationship between chef and diner. As the pandemic took its brutal toll on restaurants, chefs began to interrogate their business models. They closed early so workers could find more work-life balance. They pared down menus and cooked what they most wanted to cook. They shifted to counter service, doing away with formality in favor of something that felt more humane.

Customers enjoy natural wines and pasta in Gemini's standing-only dining room. 



The lasagna Bolognese, corner piece. 


I've eaten at a lot of these quirky, principled, worker-oriented restaurants. Until now, I'd never been to one that had no seats. (Monis emphasizes that he works to accommodate diners who can't stand.) After Komi shuttered in 2020, Monis wanted to create "a place stripped of everything we'd become really disenchanted with about fine dining and full-service restaurants," he wrote to me. "Nothing performative. Nothing freighted with expectations. Just humans talking to other humans."
The dining room has been sliced in half, the back portion repurposed for ice cream freezers and wine storage. The menu is decidedly less heady than what the chef served at Komi. But for its casual service and big-tent menu, Gemini is still quietly ambitious. The small space contains so many concepts that it feels like a choose-your-own-adventure.

Vanilla, polenta and cassis ice cream. 



Gemini in Dupont Circle is three establishments in one: a natural wine shop, a pasta bar and an ice cream parlor. 



Orecchiette with pork sausage ragu. 


Treat Gemini like a wine bar, and you're in the good hands of Eric Moorer, the restaurant's perennially smiling wine director. There are always two or three fun options available by the glass, but the real draw for natural wine nerds and the funk-curious is a wall stocked with bottles you can peruse, bring home or drink here. Moorer and Monis put a focus on small domestic producers, and when there's no distributor to connect them, they organize their own pallet deliveries.
Where many restaurants will put so much as a 300 percent markup on the bottles they sell, you'll pay retail price plus a $15 corkage fee to open a chilled bottle with dinner. This amounts to drinking what might be a special-occasion wine elsewhere -- if you could find it -- for as little as $45 here. Alongside Anne Marler, the restaurant's charming co-owner (and Monis's wife), Moorer is a constant presence in the dining room, offering suggestions and splashing bubbles as people wait for counter space.

Chef Johnny Monis, co-owner Anne Marler and wine director Eric Moorer have tried to create "a place stripped of everything we'd become really disenchanted with about fine dining and full-service restaurants," Monis says. 


Also nested inside of this little restaurant is what may well be the best ice cream shop in America. Former Komi sous chef Ben Brunner debuted the Happy Ice Cream cart in front of the storefront in 2021 and is the mastermind behind the regularly rotating options. Each flavor is made with its own base, every crumble of cookie or swirl of fruit layered in from there. During the relative warmth of my October and November visits, the cart was stationed out front, and pints were available at the counter. There is no boring flavor in Brunner's world. Chocolate is dark and brooding with a twinkle of orange. Bits of crunchy polenta and streaks of cassis worked into vanilla inject a shock of texture and twang. Every scoop is smooth and dense and surprising, and I urge you never to end a meal without one.
For all its quirks, I've yet to see anyone having a bad time at Gemini. At 8:45 p.m. on my most recent visit, the restaurant was at maximum capacity, never mind that it had technically closed 15 minutes earlier. The space was a jumble of restaurant industry friends and college bros and couples on dates. A baby celebrating her birthday cut a dance path through the dining room, grabbing onto legs for support. Her mother balanced a plate in one hand and ate ice cream with the other. Chairs could only slow this party down.

Clockwise from top left: ferretti with corn carbonara and guanciale, orecchiette with pork sausage ragu, polenta-cassis vanilla ice cream and Japanese sweet potato. 


1509 17th St NW. happygeminidc.com. 202-596-1509 (text only). Hours: Open 12:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. Sound check: 82 decibels/Extremely loud. Accessibility: Diners encounter a steep staircase to the front door. Apart from a small bench, there is no indoor seating. The outdoor patio has seats. Dietary considerations: Allergens are not listed on menus; many meat-free dishes are available.
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Eat Voraciously
Samin Nosrat's slow-cooked salmon couldn't be simpler
A some 2,300-year-old recipe held the key to lush, perfectly cooked fish.

Slow-Cooked Salmon. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


By Daniela Galarza | 2025-12-04
This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
I'd been waiting to get my hands on "Good Things" for months. When it finally arrived, I decided I'd set the book down on its spine and make the first thing its pages opened up to. It was a sunny, early fall day, so I was hoping to put together a crunchy salad with a bright dressing -- the book contains loads of those -- or maybe a creamy dip for crusty bread and vegetables. But that day, the book opened to Page 337 and its recipe for Slow-Cooked Salmon.
Get the recipe: Slow-Cooked Salmon
I have cooked salmon so many times, fast and slow, hot and low, that I was at first a tad disappointed. Then, I started reading. Author Samin Nosrat wrote about working as a cook in Italy in 2003. Lonely and adrift, she decided to start a food blog called Ciao Samin. Years went by, she returned to California, and she kept cooking and blogging.
"Out of curiosity, I'd occasionally browse the list of search terms that regularly brought readers to my little-known corner of the internet," Nosrat wrote. "At some point, I noticed a strange pattern. Some of the most common phrases were 'How to Cook Samin,' 'Samin Recipe,' and my favorite, 'Wild Samin.' I couldn't make any sense of it. Why were there worldwide queries for my recipes and thoughts on how to cook, when I was just another twentysomething line cook? How did people hear about me? And why on earth did all those people think I was so wild?"
Nosrat eventually realized that people weren't actually seeking her culinary expertise. They were misspelling salmon. "There was nothing to do but laugh and tell my friends about it," she wrote.
It wasn't until she published "Salt, Fat, Acid, Heat" that she decided to finally give her adoring public the salmon recipe they were looking for. That salmon, set on a bed of herbs or fig leaves and cooked low and slow, is how she has long preferred the pink-fleshed fish. For "Good Things," she struggled to come up with something new. The trouble is, as she wrote, "I only ever want to eat salmon that's cooked gently until its flesh is tender but still translucent. I want to feel the distinct pleasure of letting flakes of the rich, buttery fish melt on my tongue."

Wrapping salmon in chard leaves. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


While doing research for another project, Nosrat stumbled upon the ancient Greek poet and gastronomist Archestratus's recipe for tuna: "But here is the very best way for you to deal with this fish. You need fig leaves and oregano (not very much), no cheese, no nonsense. Just wrap it up nicely in fig leaves fastened with string, then hide it under hot ashes and keep a watch on the time: Don't overcook it."
It was a sign. Yes, Archestratus was writing about tuna, not salmon, but otherwise here was a recipe that held true for some 2,300 years. Nosrat decided against trying to improve it for her new book. Instead, she suggests easy-to-find leaves with which to wrap the fish; we're using Swiss chard here, though if you have access to a fig or banana tree, those large leaves work well, too. She also offers a variety of ways to serve the perfectly tender, marvelously buttery hunks of fish that result: "Garnish with green sauce, garlic and herb [labneh], Meyer lemon relish, house dressing, or a shower of fresh herbs."
Since she wrote "Good Things," Nosrat told me, she has enjoyed serving the salmon "warm or at room temperature, with boiled potatoes, jammy eggs, Little Gem leaves, house dressing and a big bowl of aioli and any other Nicoise salad fixings I can find, depending on the season."
That sounds fantastic to me. Whatever you do, Nosrat advises us to look for high-quality fish. She refers to the Monterey Bay Aquarium's Seafood Watch guide, and prefers to buy wild Alaskan Chinook (a.k.a. king) salmon. Sockeye is another good choice. (Bonus: This method works on other fish, too.)
Then, take your time in cooking it. If you've never made salmon this way, you're in for a treat. The gentle heat transforms the fish into something so lush that accompaniments almost don't matter. Thanks to "Good Things," I may never again think about wild salmon without thinking about Wild Samin.
Get the recipe: Slow-Cooked Salmon
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: How do I tell family I'm not coming home for the holidays?
How does a reader tell their family that they aren't coming home for the holidays -- without getting into the specific reasons why?

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-12-04
Sahaj Kaur Kohli is off this week. The following first appeared Dec. 15, 2022.
Hi Sahaj: I'm not going home for the holidays, and I'm not sure how much of the truth to tell my extended family. I know that in theory simply saying I have other plans should work, but my family struggles with enmeshment. The truth is, I have a boundary that I won't be alone with one of my family members, and not being there is the best way to uphold that. I'm not sure what story this family member has created in my absence, and I don't want to share the full story to anybody anyway. How do I navigate conversations about declining holiday invitations without airing out drama and reliving traumas?
-- Opting Out
Opting Out: It's incredibly difficult to stick to a boundary, especially in an enmeshed family, or a family where boundaries are not encouraged or respected. It's also brave and scary to put yourself first when you may be expected to choose your family at the expense of your own well-being.
Some of your family will not understand why you are not coming home, especially if this is the first time you choose not to. You should have the conversation as early as possible so they have time to adjust and manage their own feelings. Talking about it early is a kind way to be honest -- it saves you from having to lie when they bring up the holidays -- and gives them time to process your absence before the holidays come around. And remember, even if your family is disappointed, you can recognize this is the best decision for you. Both things can be true at the same time.
You get to decide how much detail to share and with whom when sharing your boundary. With some people, you might feel more comfortable sticking to a short and matter-of-fact response, like, "I know we usually spend the holidays together, but this year I won't be coming home because [insert explanation here]." While it would be ideal to say you're not coming home without an explanation, in an enmeshed family, I'd suggest sharing a clear and concise explanation. It's up to you if you want to be honest or say you have other plans.
With others, you may want to offer a concession, like, "If you'd like to make plans to see each other one-on-one in the new year, I would really like that." Or, "I will give you a call on [holiday]!"
The way you communicate your boundary may vary, but it's important to be clear, consistent and kind yet firm. You can practice how you'll respond if you are questioned or challenged. Something like: "I understand it's upsetting that I'm not coming home this year. It's the best thing for me right now, and I appreciate you respecting that."
Make sure you are differentiating between what is your responsibility -- how and when you communicate -- and what is not your responsibility -- managing other people's emotions. Setting boundaries in an enmeshed family can cause guilt, so it's important to understand that feeling guilt does not mean you are doing something wrong.
You mentioned not wanting to share the full story, and I want to reiterate that you should not have to put yourself in a situation where you are retriggered because of a family member. However, if there are certain relationships where you feel safe, consider being more honest about why you aren't coming home to gain support you may need. This is totally up to you. You don't owe anyone an explanation for why you're taking care of yourself. But, it may help you build and nurture the relationships that are important to you.
I want to remind you that you also don't owe this family member your secrecy. In an enmeshed family, where fierce loyalty is expected, it can feel like we have to protect our relatives and keep their secrets, but it's not your responsibility to lie for them. Choosing not to be honest with people because you don't want to is different from choosing not to be honest because you feel like you are not allowed to.
Eventually, you may want to seek out professional support to help you work through any unprocessed trauma you are still experiencing, and in navigating new dynamics with your family because of it.
Since you are opting out of the holidays with family, I want to encourage you to seek out a different tradition -- with yourself or with friends -- to fill your season with safety and joy in whatever ways you can. You deserve it.
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Home & Design
Pantone makes a surprising choice for its 2026 color of the year
We did not see that coming.

Pantone selected Cloud Dancer as its 2026 color of the year. (The Development and The Development)


By Rachel Kurzius | 2025-12-04
Pantone's 2026 color of the year is historic and, technically, not a color at all -- meet Cloud Dancer, the first-ever white shade to receive the designation from the world's color authority.
The choice is not a matter of "defaulting to white," says Leatrice Eiseman, executive director of the Pantone Color Institute. Instead, Cloud Dancer signifies a blank canvas, "opening up new avenues and ways of thinking."
Even though Pantone loves to zig when others zag, the shade of white is a curious, even shocking, choice during a cultural moment that scorns neutrals. The warm color palettes of the '90s are back, minimalism is in retreat, sad beige is a pejorative, and the Great Gray-ification that loomed over more than a decade of design is on the run. What does Cloud Dancer mean in such a moment?

Cloud Dancer, otherwise known as Pantone 11-4201, is a "whisper of calm in a noisy world," says Leatrice Eiseman, executive director of the Pantone Color Institute. (The Development)


Turns out, it means whatever you want it to. "This is a structural color that goes well with anything and everything," says Laurie Pressman, vice president of the Pantone Color Institute. "Whether you are including it with bright colors, whether you are including it with pastels, it works."
White in decor is the ultimate neutral, but in a year filled with news about rising white nationalism, proclaiming a white the color of 2026 might raise some eyebrows.
"Skin tones did not factor into this at all," Pressman says, noting that Pantone has fielded such questions for previous color choices. "With Peach Fuzz and then with Mocha Mousse, people were weighing in and asking if this was about skin tones. And I think we were going, 'Wow, really?' Because for us it's really about, at such a basic level, what are people looking for that color can hope to answer?"
Since the new millennium, Pantone has crowned one of its shades the color of the year each December. The practice began with a simple press release, though over time it has spawned an entire cottage industry of merchandise and brand partnerships (Cloud Dancer Post-its, anyone?), as well as copycat proclamations from most paint companies.
In 2023, Pantone contended that we the people called for the bold Viva Magenta to shake us out of our post-pandemic stupor. By 2024, however, we sought Peach Fuzz to soothe our fractured world, which brought us to 2025's Mocha Mousse, an attempt to marry comfort with luxury.
Cloud Dancer, otherwise known as Pantone 11-4201, is a "whisper of calm in a noisy world," Eiseman says.
But if you want to break down the shade with less metaphoric language, "it's a softer white," Pressman says. "It's not a pristine white, it's not a technical white, it's not a white that if we think about when we came out of covid, where people were looking for these very optically brightened white. This is intentionally a softer white, a white that is not bleached, a very natural-looking white."
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Travel
Travelers wear pajamas to airports in protest of government request
Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy asked travelers to skip the pajamas and slippers. Many said: Nah, we're good.

(Washington Post Illustration; iStock; CSA Images)


By Hannah Sampson | 2025-12-04
Cat Sullivan needed to pick out an outfit for her Thanksgiving travels.
After hearing Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy implore travelers to dress with respect at the airport, she went to her stash of fanciest clothes for an act of "malicious compliance."
Should it be the satiny white gown, the Barbie-pink power suit or the feathery green cocktail number?
That's how Sullivan, a Los Angeles-based TV producer and internet comedian, ended up running through a concourse in sneakers and a long dress with an Old Hollywood feel.
"I never bail on a bit," she wrote on another video showing her in the same dress as she made a freezing walk from the plane at Jackson Hole Airport in Wyoming.
Sullivan said in an interview that her experiences illustrate "how insane this directive is."
"The dress was incredibly impractical; I think it was like 30 degrees when I landed," she said. "It was definitely not the right thing to be wearing."
In a news conference before the holiday, Duffy suggested travelers wear at least a decent shirt and a pair of jeans. He was building on an earlier campaign to return to the "Golden Age of Travel."

Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy has urged travelers to dress better on flights. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


"I would encourage people to maybe dress a little better, which encourages us to maybe behave all a little better," he said. "Let's try not to wear slippers and pajamas as we come to the airport."
Many travelers on social media responded by saying: Nah, we're good.
"I will be wearing my slippers," one woman wrote on TikTok, wondering why the government was concerned about her airport loungewear.
Many pointed out the delays, fees, barebones amenities and minimal service they would be experiencing on their trips -- hardly the conditions for luxury threads.
"I should wear my nicest suit so I can sit in someone else's Biscoff crumbs," comedian Michelle Wolf said on Instagram, offering a list of air travel indignities.
"We're not dressing for the air travel we want, we're dressing for the air travel we have," she said.
Airport pajamas have been the subject of debate for years, long before the issue became a government talking point.
Certain commentators have praised Duffy's recent push. A New York Post opinion piece complained about sloppy travelers: "They're wearing stained Garfield pajama pants and dragging their pillows and blankets through Terminal 2."
Some people posted their own photos of Duffy-approved outfits at the airport.
In a video online, lifestyle creator and life coach Sammy Knight joked she was "actually going to be exclusively wearing pajamas to the airport now." (In reality, she said, she tends to wear something like sweatpants, leggings or jeans and a sweatshirt.)
"You already spent so much money on the tickets and the whole process of traveling," Knight, who lives in Rhode Island, said in an interview. "It's never bothered me to see someone comfortable before. I think it's absurd."
Some characterized their choices as an act of political resistance. The hashtag #pajamaresistance made an appearance.
"Triggering Donald Trump's Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy," says the text on a TikTok by Democratic activist Johnny Palmadessa, 24, of Philadelphia.
He showed off his red plaid pajama pants at the airport in Portland, Maine, in a post set to audio of Duffy's Thanksgiving travel wardrobe request.
Palmadessa said he usually wears such pants when he flies, and was doing so when he first heard about the dress-up campaign.
In an interview, he said that Duffy and President Donald Trump should be more concerned about lowering costs for families so they could afford nicer outfits.
"The priorities of this administration are so not straight," he said.
Robyn Iacona, an administrative assistant from Louisiana, said in an email that she chose jogger-style pajama pants, a T-shirt and compression socks for a return flight from Dublin on Friday.
"Civility starts with being a good human and leading by example," she wrote. "And not with whether or not one wears pajama pants and slippers on a long haul flight."
Benet J. Wilson, a longtime aviation journalist, knew she wanted to respond to the "Golden Age of Travel" push when she flew Monday, but wasn't sure if she should dress up, in a black velvet dress, or down, in pajamas. She flipped a coin.
"Pajamas won," she said. She started flying at 6:30 a.m., and by the afternoon was awaiting her third flight of the day after several delays. The government, she said, has "bigger fish to fry" than what people are wearing.
"Good thing I decided to wear pajamas and slippers," she wrote in a social media post about the travel hiccups, tagging Duffy. "This may be my new travel uniform."
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Advice
Miss Manners: Stranger 'jabbed' me in the shoulder while in line
How does the letter writer respond to being rudely "jabbed" by a stranger?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-12-04
Dear Miss Manners: I was at the head of a line to vote; the precinct wasn't crowded, and no one's wait was long. The precinct volunteer encountered a problem that prompted her to seek help, and I spent my wait looking at the floor rather than staring in her direction, not wanting her to misinterpret my gaze as annoyance (the wait was no big deal).
After about 30 seconds, the person behind me jabbed my left shoulder five times, HARD, to alert me to the volunteer's availability.
Miss Manners, I am ill, weak, meek and small (5 feet tall, 90 pounds); the stranger behind me was at least 6 inches taller, at least 20 years younger and clearly much stronger/sturdier. I turned to her and mumbled "sorry."
I wish I'd had the presence of mind to utter a loud, reproachful "Ouch!," which Miss Manners has suggested a few times over the years in comparable situations. Barring that, would it have been acceptable for me to say, "Please don't jab strangers; if you had simply tugged lightly on my coat sleeve, you would have gotten my attention?"
When we are not happy with how we acted when mistreated in the past, it may be natural to rehash those events -- including pondering better ways to handle it in future.
But new proposed solutions should be superior if they are to be adopted. Lecturing the perpetrator in a room full of strangers sounds to Miss Manners too much like correcting another person's manners (rude) -- not to mention challenging to execute for someone who describes herself as meek.
Unlike Miss Manners' preferred solution, which you mention, your proposed response also forfeits the sympathy of everyone in the room, which she would have thought would be much more satisfying -- not just in the moment, but when you are replaying it in your mind later.
Dear Miss Manners: My husband and I have taken our grown children, their children and friends on several nice vacations. We planned another trip to surprise them at Christmas.
Now we have learned from our daughter that her husband does not want to go. He didn't offer an explanation, and now our daughter isn't going.
We are out big bucks for nonrefundable tickets, and they haven't offered to reimburse us. Why would someone refuse a free vacation?
Even if Miss Manners' clairvoyance were functioning, it is her experience that the answers to such questions are seldom welcome. Nor, generally, are surprises that commandeer adults' schedules.
Dear Miss Manners: I am sometimes treated to acquaintances railing that they will leave the state/country if one candidate or another wins. "I'll help you pack" is an inappropriate response, but is there anything I can say over an otherwise friendly meal that is neither agreement nor provocation?
"Does that mean those peas are up for grabs?"
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Friends refuse to disclose why they're divorcing after 20 years
Friends are wondering "if we ever really knew these people" as they're all denied insight into the couple's divorce.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-12-04
Dear Carolyn: We have two friends we've known for over a decade. They recently separated and are getting a divorce. He moved out two months before the oldest child graduated from high school with what we perceive as no warning.
Neither of them will tell anyone why they're getting divorced. When we've asked them individually, or other people in the friend group have, they just say they don't want to talk about it. It's really awkward hanging out, since it's a giant elephant in the room. To be married for 20-plus years and then just stop? We wonder if we ever really knew these people to start with.
What do you think would be the best thing to do?
-- You're Really Not Telling Me?
You're Really Not Telling Me?: Get over yourselves.
Or, cultivate some imagination? Or boundaries.
Any one of these can get you where you need to go, which is to the aha point where you recognize you actually don't need to know -- because this is not your business, and what made you friends is (so far) unaffected.
Therefore, it's possible to be normal in a room with two people who have chosen not to remain married for valid-to-them reasons they're absolutely entitled to keep private. When you understand your discomfort is a choice, then you can make a different one.
Seriously. What if the reason is embarrassing? Or complicated? What if a 20-plus-year-old lie just got exposed? What if their marriage didn't "just" stop, except to your eyes? What if they want a molecule of oxygen so they can process? Okay then. We're done here, right? Please? Yes, Virginia, some 20-year marriages end.
I am exasperated, obviously. Entitlement has that effect on me, almost as much as the pearl-clutching "we."
But I am not saying this is not hard -- of course it is. When you feel close to friends, you do enjoy a warm sense of VIP access, and no doubt you all feel the chill of a slammed door now. Plus your comfy-place friend group is in flux. This is going to be a difficult adjustment for all of you.
Just nowhere near as tough as it is for them. So stop acting like you're the injured party here. My goodness.
VIP passes never work behind the velvet ropes of friends' partnerships, even if the couple themselves let you back there sometimes for a peek. Know where you belong, know you'll never have the full story, and support the people in actual crisis. Start by taking "they don't want to talk about it" for an answer that's final and fine by you.
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Advice
Asking Eric: Why does my friend ignore all my posts on social media?
A friend is always liking and commenting other's posts on social media, but she ignores the letter writer's posts.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-12-04
Dear Eric: I have a friend I've known for four years. We all live in a 55+ community and have moved here from different areas of the country. We are a group of women who get together on a regular basis for outings.
Over the past couple of months, I feel somewhat left out because of a couple of events I wasn't included in. But what I'm trying to understand is why does she not "like" or comment on any of my Facebook posts when she's all over everyone else's with supportive and loving comments?
Again, this is so silly, but I can't help wondering why. When I look back at my posts, I noticed she has never acknowledged any of them, even for my birthday. We are still friends, we work with the same fundraising group, have dinner at each other's house and get invited to the same events. This Facebook thing has got me confused and I don't know what kind of friend she is so I'm getting uncomfortable around her.
So now, what am I doing? Ignoring her posts, which makes me feel so stupid and juvenile. If I wasn't part of this group, which I really like, I wouldn't bother with her. Can you shed any light on her mindset? It's really got me confused.
-- Friend Request
Friend: Even though social media platforms are built to echo some aspects of real-life friendships, they also bring out situations and feelings that don't have a real-life corollary. I'm not sure we were ever built to know this many people's thoughts on every single thing, including every single thing that we post about our lives. It's too much.
So, give yourself a break. It's natural for these feelings to come up. Facebook is designed to show you what your friends are interacting with, so it's natural to notice when your friends aren't interacting with content you post.
The simplest answer may be that her algorithm doesn't show her what you post very often. Everyone's Facebook is tailored to them, to their behavior, and to what the company's advertisers and engineers want each person to do. So, it's very possible that she's simply unaware of what you're posting.
Since you interact socially in real life with no problem, it's best to just believe that and let it go. If you're curious about the nature of your friendship, talk to her, in real life. But keep the conversation focused on real life, not what she does or doesn't do online.
Dear Eric: Christmas is overwhelming for me. I don't enjoy shopping and never have. I don't like giving gifts just for the sake of gift exchanges. I have too much stuff already and frankly, I can't afford that anymore.
I do enjoy giving when I see something that I know will be perfect for the recipient and make them happy, but the pressure of doing it on a schedule is too much. Additionally, my marriage of 27 years fell apart around the holidays about two years ago and it's just not a great time of year now.
I have two older children (21 and 16). I still like to provide a nice Christmas for them, but how do I relay to my family and friends that I will be celebrating at my place of worship and with my children but don't want to be given any gifts, nor should they expect any from me without sounding like an ungrateful Scrooge? The phone calls, texts and emails asking for my Christmas list are going to start soon and I'm dreading it.
-- Not a Scrooge
Not a Scrooge: Ideally, gift-giving is a bit of a symbiotic relationship in that the wants of the gift giver ought not supersede the wants of the recipient. Now, some people will always show up with a wrapped box or a tissue paper-filled bag around this time of year. Attribute it to love languages or force of habit or just a desire to spread cheer. But the conscientious gift giver can hear "please no gifts" and understand that no gifts is, in effect, the gift.
So, consider your request as less a Scrooge-like edict and more an offering that will better allow your friends to help you.
How to do this? Try the unvarnished truth. "My relationship to gifts has changed as my life has changed recently. So, I don't have a list because, truly, the thought is enough for me. I'm stepping away from gifts, giving and receiving. I hope you understand and know that I still care for you and wish you good cheer."
Another option is to tell people you're just doing cards this year and that you have everything you need so if they want to give you something, they can donate to a charity.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Food
Cooking chat: Is it normal to find blood in the cavity of poultry after cooking?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

Roast chicken. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-12-04
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Looking for more? Read on below:
	TK STORY
	TK STORY
	TK STORY

Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2025/12/03/questions-recipe-cooking-advice/
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Music
The essential twang of Steve Cropper 
The Booker T. & the MG's guitarist was little-known by the public but was behind much of the music that defined an era.

Booker T & the MG's, from left, Steve Cropper, Al Jackson Jr., Donald "Duck" Dunn and Booker T. Jones in 1968. (Don Paulsen/Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images)


By Geoff Edgers | 2025-12-04
"Play it, Steve," Sam Moore chants during the chorus of 1967's "Soul Man," and it's no mystery why.
Sam & Dave's No. 2 hit is driven by Steve Cropper, who opens the song with a series of sliding double stops, delivers a funky progression for the verse, and slides up the neck with a lick played with a Zippo lighter on the chorus.
The "Play it, Steve," probably an improvised aside during a recording session, effectively becomes a piece of the song. We hear it again when John "Joliet Jake" Belushi utters the phrase as the Blues Brothers perform their cover 11 years later on the "Saturday Night Live" stage with Cropper, in thick beard and shades, as part of the band.
And yet, Cropper was anything but famous. Which is notable as we mourn his death this week at 84.
For all the weeping we do over singers and frontmen, it is so often the unrecognizable guy who was the true genius behind the music that defines an era. And no guitarist defined the rise of groove soul more than Cropper and the crisp riffs he delivered on his Fender Telecaster.
He is part of a long line of criminally overlooked session musicians, a thread that runs through "5" Royales guitarist Lowman Pauling, Elvis Presley TCB bandleader James Burton and contemporary sideman king Charlie Sexton. But Cropper's influence is easily the most expansive of the group.
As a member of the Memphis-based Stax Records house band, we hear his guitar on "Soul Man," Eddie Floyd's "Knock on Wood," Wilson Pickett's "In the Midnight Hour" and Otis Redding's "(Sittin' on) the Dock of the Bay," which Cropper also co-wrote. As a member of Booker T. & the MG's, he was a key part of 1962's unexpected instrumental hit "Green Onions," which was recorded during a jam after singer Billy Lee Riley failed to show up for a session.

From left, Steve Cropper, Dan Aykroyd and John Belushi In "The Blues Brothers." (Universal/Kobal/Shutterstock)


And as a member of the Blues Brothers, Cropper ended up on the big screen and also helped introduce a rich catalogue of rhythm-and-blues classics to an audience drawn to the music by a pair of comic actors -- John Belushi and Dan Aykroyd -- who truly were on "a mission from God." Elwood and Joliet Jake were not the greatest singers, but they were true lovers of the genre, and their decision to form the band with Cropper, bassist and fellow MG Donald "Duck" Dunn and a host of top-notch players helped return the music to the charts during the era of Gloria Gaynor and the Village People.
There is no shortage of guitarists whose fingers moved faster than Cropper. Instead of the filet mignon, his playing was the spicy mustard on a ballgame sausage, all body English, no performative extras. But as with the greatest musicians of the past century -- Thelonious Monk, Nina Simone, Clarence White -- you knew exactly who was playing as soon as you heard his first notes.

Steve Cropper, second from left, during a donation ceremony for three of his Fender guitars to the Smithsonian National Museum of American History in 2016. (Andrew Harnik/AP)


My favorite Cropper? It's definitely not his best-known work, but I love Booker T. & the MG's "Hip Hug-Her." Every piece of what made Cropper special is on display in that song, from the tasteful opening notes to the swampy pulls in the solo. The song was a semi-hit in 1967, but my entree to it was in Barbet Schroeder's 1987 film "Barfly," based on the life of post-Beat writer Charles Bukowski. The song opens and closes the film. And at that moment, we watch Mickey Rourke as Bukowski's alter ego, Henry Chinaski, his arm around the boozy Faye Dunaway, taking off his jacket to challenge Frank Stallone to another back-alley fight. Schroeder's camera pulls back, the door to the Golden Horn swings shut, and we hear the perfect notes to kick off the end of the film and the beginning of the next brawl. The notes played by Steve Cropper.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/music/2025/12/04/steve-cropper-guitarist-tribute-appreciation/
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Arts & Entertainment
The 44 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Holiday parades (on land and sea), markets and concerts pack the weekend, along with Prohibition-themed parties and the return of ice skating. 

(Evan Michio/Visit Alexandria)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin | 2025-12-04
The first two weekends of December are terrible for indecisive folks. There's so much holiday merriment taking place, often at the same time, that hard choices have to be made. That's where we come in. Here's a guide that includes the four -- four -- holiday parades happening on land and by sea on Saturday, enough holiday markets to pick up something for everyone on your list, and a wide selection of concerts to put you in a festive mood.
Heurich House Christmas Markt
Held in the walled garden of the Heurich House Museum since 2013, the annual German-inspired Christmas Markt boasts that it is D.C.'s only multiday market "consisting of ALL local makers." Forty makers are participating over the market's four-day run, with at least 22 ceramicists, printmakers, jewelers and artists vending at one time, while stands sell gluhwein and snacks and guests can make keepsakes at crafting stations. Given that rotation, it's helpful that purchasing a ticket allows you to enter and reenter the market on multiple days. Thursday and Friday from 4 to 8 p.m., Saturday from noon to 8 p.m., and Sunday from noon to 6 p.m. $12-$14; $2 for children ages 2-15; free for children younger than 2.
Live! At the Library: Holiday Celebration at the Library of Congress
Kick off the season with the lighting of the Library of Congress's literature-themed Christmas tree in the Jefferson Building's Great Hall during the holiday edition of the Live! At the Library weekly after-hours programming. The evening, which requires free timed-entry tickets, also includes live music, seasonal cocktails, pop-up talks and a chance to view the library's Hanukkah Menorah. Dec. 4 from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. Register online for free tickets.
Dumbarton Oaks Winter Season
The 16 acres of gardens at Dumbarton Oaks are known for their bursts of color in spring and summer -- glowing forsythia, wisteria-covered arbors, flowering cherries and carpets of roses. But the beloved space takes on a new, more meditative cast in winter, when it's easier to appreciate the garden "rooms," ponds and terraces designed by Beatrix Farrand, the only woman among the founders of the American Society of Landscape Architects, and how they embrace the landscape. During Dumbarton's Winter Season, which began earlier this week and runs through March 1, the gardens are open every day except Monday. Although admission is free, advance tickets are required. Open Tuesday through Sunday from 2 to 5 p.m., through March 1. (Last admission at 4:30 p.m.) Free; advance tickets required and not available on-site.
Adams Morgan Holiday Lighting
Adams Morgan turns on its annual holiday light display at the plaza on the corner of 18th Street and Columbia Road with a little help from the Grinch -- plus snow (regardless of the forecast), hot chocolate and live music. Wear your ugliest sweater for a chance to win prizes. The after-party is a few steps away at the Canadian-accented Le Mont Royal, with warming cocktails and house DJs accompanied by sax and vocalists. 5:30 p.m. Free.
Rosslyn Cheer: Light the Plaza
The holiday spirit arrives in Rosslyn on Thursday with the lighting of a 24-foot tree, live music, a cash bar and other activities. While Friday's yappy hour has been canceled due to the weather, coming days bring a holiday market (Saturday and Sunday) and the twice-weekly Find Cheerio competition, where participants can search the neighborhood for a figurine of neighborhood mascot Cheerio the Penguin to win gift cards from local restaurants. 5 to 7 p.m. Free.
Showtime Holiday Bazaar
Shop for vintage clothes, collectible vinyl, flea market housewares and other finds while sipping cheap beer and listening to groovy beats at the Bloomingdale dive bar. 7 p.m. Free.
Step Afrika!'s 'Magical Musical Holiday Step Show' at Arena Stage
After three years of sold-out shows at Arena Stage, there are even more opportunities to see Step Afrika!'s joyful, percussive "step-stravaganza" this season. The long-running production gives a holiday twist to stepping, a style of group dance defined by precision stomping and clapping that's popular with historically Black fraternities and sororities. During the "Magical Musical Holiday Step Show," which is performed in the round, nutcrackers parade, candy canes tap dance, and a snow shovel can become an instrument, all to a soundtrack of holiday tunes. Through Dec. 21. Tickets start at $49, and there are multiple discounts available, including a "pay your age" program for patrons 35 and younger and family four-packs of tickets for $179.
Handel's 'Messiah' at Washington National Cathedral
To some, Christmas sounds like Target's playlist of Mariah Carey and Michael Buble jingles. To George Frideric Handel fans, it sounds like his sprawling three-part oratorio, filled with celestial choral breaks, several soloists and a bombastic energy that revisits the meaning of reverential. Those modern "Messiah" lovers have several chances to catch it live in D.C. this season, starting at Washington National Cathedral. The church's choir is joined by the Baroque Orchestra for a rendition of Handel's work under the cathedral's soaring Gothic architecture. On Saturday morning, a family show breaks down what is usually a 21/2-hour performance into a kid-friendly highlight reel. Friday at 7 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday at 6 p.m.; family show Saturday at 2 p.m. $46-$122.
Repeal Day celebrations
On Dec. 5, 1933, the long national experiment known as Prohibition officially ended with the ratification of the 21st Amendment. Well, not in D.C., where residents were denied legal alcohol until March 1934, thanks to Congress. But no hard feelings -- we'll celebrate the anniversary anyway.
Jack Rose's 12th annual bourbon-soaked Repeal Day Party is free to enter and features live jazz, burlesque dancers and, from 5 to 7:30 p.m., a happy hour with $12.05 cocktails made with the Adams Morgan whiskey bar's collection of single-barrel spirits. Look for $2 oysters Rockefeller and a menu of Prohibition-era cocktails. Want to taste history in your glass? Try the guided tasting of vintage whiskeys, all at least 40 years old, in the basement. 5 to 11 p.m. Free; whiskey tasting $135.
Just up 18th Street NW, the speakeasy-inspired Code Red hosts a Repeal Day Party with live music, Prohibition trivia, and themed cocktail flights. Reservations aren't available, but it's worth trying your luck at the door. 5 to 9 p.m. Free.
Canal Park Ice Rink grand opening
The transformation from splash park to ice rink is complete, and the outdoor skating rink near the Navy Yard officially opens  Friday afternoon with the lighting of a Christmas tree and menorah. The first 150 visitors receive a free skate rental. Rink open from 4 to 10 p.m.; lighting activities from 6 to 9 p.m. Admission $11-$13; skate rental $7.
Holiday Bazaar at Potter's House
Shop textiles, pottery, candles, soaps, books and more from local artists and vendors at this Adams Morgan mainstay coffee shop that has, for the first year, extended its holiday bazaar to two days. Friday from 4 to 8 p.m.; Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
'New Girl' Trivia at As You Are
Did you know the "New Girl" theme was written by its star? Test your sitcom knowledge at As You Are's trivia night, hosted by the bar's owner. 7:30 p.m. Free.
Alexandria Scottish Christmas Walk Parade and Holiday Boat Parade of Lights
Some towns are lucky to have one holiday parade. Alexandria hosts two -- on both land and water, on the same day, making for a supremely festive Saturday. The day begins at 11 a.m. with the 54th edition of the Scottish Christmas Walk Parade, which celebrates Old Town's Scottish roots with a mile-long parade of pipe and drum bands, kilted dancers, Scottish dogs, vintage automobiles, community groups, and a jolly man in a red suit. There are views up and down King Street, but the Market Square is a fine choice, since pipe bands gather there to perform a short concert after the parade ends. After dark, attention turns to the Potomac River, where dozens of seasonally decorated boats -- 60 participated in 2024 -- cruise up and down during the Alexandria Holiday Boat Parade of Lights, beginning at 5:30 p.m. Crowds are thickest around the end of King Street, at the Waterfront Park and Torpedo Factory, so for the best viewing experience, you might want to move to another riverside park, such as Founders Park or Shipyard Park. 11 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. See visitalexandria.com for maps and directions. Free.
Holiday Boat Parade and Party at the Wharf
An hour-long parade with dozens of brightly lit boats in the Washington Channel is followed by a fireworks display at the Wharf. The hours before the parade include live music, holiday karaoke, photos with Santa, ice skating and s'mores over wood-burning firepits; cover band My Hero Zero performs on the District Pier after the fireworks. 5 to 8 p.m. Parade begins at 7 p.m.; fireworks begin at 8. Free admission, with fees for ice skating and other activities.
Christmas in Middleburg
The most unusual Christmas parade in the area begins with formally attired fox hunters on horseback riding through historic Middleburg with a pack of their hounds at 11 a.m. That afternoon brings floats, marching bands, community groups, and more horses and dogs processing through the Loudoun County town at 2 p.m. Purchase parking passes early -- they usually sell out. 11 a.m. Free.
Wolf Trap Holiday Sing-a-Long
The annual Wolf Trap Holiday Sing-a-Long, featuring "The President's Own" U.S. Marine Band and local choral groups performing carols and seasonal tunes, could have become a casualty of the government shutdown, but it's happily going on as scheduled at the Filene Center. Veteran Sing-a-Longers know to bring bells to shake during "Jingle Bells" and an LED candle to light during the final verse of "Silent Night." New, unwrapped toys for Toys for Tots will be collected at the gate. Dec. 6 at 4 p.m. Gates open at 3. Free; registration requested.
Santa Fly-In at College Park Aviation Museum
Forget a miniature sleigh and eight tiny reindeer: Santa Claus makes his grand entrance by helicopter (or plane, depending on the weather) at this beloved local tradition. The day also includes excerpts from "The Nutcracker" by the Berwyn Ballet; holiday crafts and activities; and photos with the guest of honor, who speaks English and Spanish. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (Santa arrives at 11.) $10 for Prince George's County residents; $13 for nonresidents.
Winter Festival and Christmas Tree Sale at the National Arboretum
More than 20 vendors offer local honey, plant-inspired jewelry and other wares at the National Arboretum's Winter Festival, alongside train rides, a carousel, caroling, a clothing swap and family-focused games and arts and crafts. Refreshments come from food trucks. Visitors can also bring home a Christmas tree or holiday greenery. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free; registration requested.
'Gremlins' at Arlington Drafthouse
There's no need for a "Die Hard"-style debate: "Gremlins" is one of the greatest Christmas movies, with comedic horror driving out the usual seasonal saccharine. And even after watching gremlins nearly level the town of Kingston Falls, who wouldn't want to find a mogwai under the tree? ("Gremlins are really likable infantile anarchists -- like hundreds of baby John Belushis," Washington Post critic Rita Kempley cheered in her 1984 review.) There's a special guest at this Arlington Drafthouse screening: Zach Galligan, who starred as Billy in  "Gremlins" and "Gremlins 2,"  will take questions from the audience after the credits roll. (Read this 1984 interview for Q&A inspiration.) 3 p.m. $24; $47 with meet-and-greet and autograph.
Krampusnacht at Wunder Garten
In Central Europe, there are two characters you better watch out for at this time of year. St. Nicholas (a.k.a. Santa Claus), who brings presents for good boys and girls. Krampus, on the other hand, is a horned, goatlike creature who punishes naughty children by beating them with birch rods or passing out coal. Krampus has many fans in D.C., who've been organizing Krampusnacht parties and parades since the early 2010s. Celebrate Krampus -- the antidote to the Hallmark-ification of Christmas -- at Wunder Garten, where you'll find revelers in Krampus outfits, fire dancers and other performers, a costume contest, and a mini Krampus run. BYO sticks and chains. Proceeds benefit the Wanda Alston Foundation, which provides support for LGBTQ+ youth in D.C. 7 p.m. Free.
Native Art Market at the National Museum of the American Indian
Indigenous artists from across the Americas take the spotlight at the National Museum of the American Indian's annual Native Art Market, with both traditional and contemporary beadwork, pottery, baskets and other handmade crafts for sale. Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Dupont Circle Holiday Pop-Up
The D.C. Holiday Market off the circle has company this weekend, when Historic Dupont Circle Main Streets hosts its ninth annual fundraiser. The pop-up market takes over the top of North Dupont Circle metro stop on the sidewalks of P Street NW. Grab a hot chocolate from a Teaism pop-up, and shop from 25 local artisans while listening to roaming carolers. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Bridge District Holiday Tree Lot
If you haven't visited the new Atlas Brew Works in Anacostia, here's an excuse to go check it out. The Holiday Tree Lot is more than a place to buy a seasonal fir: There's live music; ax throwing; stations for glitter tattoos, face painting, and writing letters to Santa; hot cocoa; and a spacious taproom with craft beer and video games. Note: While the activities are only taking place Saturday, the lot will also have trees for sale  Sunday, as well as Dec. 13-14. 3 to 5 p.m. Free.
40th Annual Festival of Lights and Carols in Fairfax Old Town Square
There's a community vibe to Fairfax City's decades-old holiday celebration, with live music from an elementary school choir, George Mason's Tuba Euphonium Ensemble and the local Girl Scouts. Gather around for free s'mores and warm cider, take photos with Santa, or let children make arts and crafts before the tree lighting and caroling at 5:30 p.m. The festivities overlap with the weekend-long Holiday Market in the Old Town Square, with goods and food from more than 30 vendors. Noon to 6 p.m. Free.
Bethesda Winter Wonderland and Holiday Market
The Woodmont Triangle is full of family fun during the Bethesda Winter Wonderland. Meet Santa Claus, listen to choral groups from eight local schools, watch an ice-carving demonstration, and participate in hands-on activities led by Imagination Stage, Round House Theatre and other groups. Adults can browse URBNmarket's holiday market with 50 vendors. Noon to 4 p.m. Free.
Sapphic Holiday Market at Metrobar
More than a dozen LGBTQ-owned businesses will set up an open-air market at Metrobar, where patrons can shop repurposed leather, "port-rats" (live drawings of you imagined as a rat), "sustainably sourced oddities," beaded jewelry, chain-mail accessories, "affirmative candles" and more. A specialty cocktail menu includes whiskey-spiked hot chocolate (the Sleigh My Name) and a hot red sangria. 1 to 5 p.m. Free.
Les Couleurs De Noel at the Embassy of Haiti
Browse jewelry, original art, traditional clothing, housewares and food and drinks from Haitian artists and businesses during the Embassy of Haiti's holiday market. Saturday from noon to 7 p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Dacha Holiday Market
Spin the prize wheel, sip hot drinks and listen to live acoustic music while you browse goodies at Dacha's Navy Yard location's annual holiday market. Whiskey distillers Old Forester offer on-site tastings, and the vendor lineup includes local artists, vintage sellers, potters, textile crafters, jewelers, florists, hot-sauce distributors and more. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
The Lodge at National Landing
Holiday karaoke, an ugly holiday sweater competition for dogs and free train rides are among the attractions at National Landing's "ski-inspired winter festival" at Metropolitan Park. Listen to live jazz on one stage, watch local baristas participate in a peppermint mocha latte competition on another, or browse a market with a dozen vendors. There are crafting activities for all ages, stations for face painting and writing letters to Santa, and bars with treats for adults and canines. 1 to 7 p.m. Free; registration requested.
'80s Mayhem Holiday Dance Party at the Black Cat
Fair warning: The '80s Mayhem Holiday Dance Party is not the place to go if you're participating in Whamageddon. You might also want to swerve around the Black Cat if you're trying to avoid "Merry Christmas Everybody," "Merry Christmas (I Don't Want to Fight Tonight)" or "Christmas in Hollis." The long-running retro dance party dishes up holiday hits and deep cuts, alongside the usual Day-Glo, dance floor fillers from DJs Steve EP and Missguided. 9 p.m. $29.90.
Waredaca Brewing 10th anniversary
Waredaca Brewing became Montgomery County's first farm brewery when it opened in December 2015, adding beer-making facilities to a decades-old equestrian facility. It's a wonderful place where you can linger at a picnic table, with watermelon gose or hazy IPA in hand, looking out over horse pastures and ponds. This weekend, Waredaca celebrates a decade in business with a full day of partying. Pick a three-hour time slot -- 1 to 4 p.m. or 5 to 8 p.m. -- and tickets cover food and drinks, as well as live music, raffles and a commemorative glass. Just note that, while Waredaca is kid-friendly most of the year, owners say the party is 21-and-over only. 1 to 4 p.m. and 5 to 8 p.m. $65.
Holiday Illumination at Battleground National Cemetery
Each December, Union soldiers who fell in the only Civil War battle fought in D.C. are remembered during a special ceremony on hallowed ground. Glowing lanterns illuminate Battleground National Cemetery, the resting place of 40 soldiers who died during the Battle of Fort Stevens in July 1864, as well as one veteran who died decades later. The cemetery, located on upper Georgia Avenue NW, is one of the smallest national cemeteries in the country. 5 p.m. Free.
From Marcy to the Party: Jay-Z birthday bash at Metrobar
Happy Birthday to Shawn Carter, who turns 56 on Thursday. We don't know what  the rapper-producer's plans are, but DJ Kay B Hart is throwing Hov a party at Metrobar with hits and cuts from across his multi-decade career. 7 p.m. Free.
Repeal Day Ball at Ned's Club
The DC Craft Bartenders' Guild's Repeal Day Ball is the biggest Prohibition-themed event in town, and this year's edition -- the 16th -- finds an all-star collection of local bartenders pouring more than 30 cocktails throughout the exclusive Ned's Club while musicians like the Gracie Jay Trio and Les Greene perform. Many guests don 1930s outfits to match the theme. 7 to 11 p.m. $140-$225.
Fifth Anniversary Feast at St. Vincent Wine
Peyton Sherwood and Frederick Uku took over an empty bar in D.C.'s Park View neighborhood in 2019, planning a spacious wine garden inspired by New Orleans' Bacchanal. They weathered the pandemic and emerged with one of D.C.'s nicest backyards, as well as one of the city's most convivial wine programs. St. Vincent Wine celebrates its fifth anniversary with a bacchanalia: A day party with unlimited wine and snacks, a chocolate fountain, live jazz, a tarot reader and a mini holiday market -- all filling  the outdoor space and the upstairs lounge. 1 to 5 p.m. $105.60.
D.C. Public Library Winter Festival at Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
There are so many festive things to do at the D.C. Public Library's Winter Festival that you might not know where to start. A "Nutcracker" story time with performances by the Washington School of Ballet and a movement class? Decorating cookies or a seasonal mug to keep? A puppet show by the Blue Sky Puppet Theatre? Warming up at the hot cocoa station? Having your face painted? Meeting a nutcracker, snowman or Wizards mascot G-Wiz? From dancing to reading to coloring, there's really something for every kid -- and their parents, too. 1 to 4 p.m. Free.
NMWA Makers' Market
The twice-monthly Community Day at the National Museum of Women in the Arts means free admission, free tours and gallery talks, and free art-making activities. The first Sunday in December will be extra special, as the museum's Great Hall is filled with a selection of vintage items and handmade art, ceramics and jewelry from women and gender-expansive vendors. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free; reservations recommended.
Congressional Cemetery Holiday Market
The Washington region is overflowing with holiday markets this weekend, but you won't find another in a setting like this. Historic Congressional Cemetery hosts more than three dozen makers and vendors selling pet products, children's clothes, whiskey, honey, candles and art. Bring your pup for a stroll around the grounds while you shop. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Sari Sari Holiday Market at Maketto
The H Street market and Michelin-recognized eatery is the venue for a market by SAMASAMA, an arts collective highlighting Asian American and Pacific Islander artists. For five hours, attendees can shop for kimchi, ceramics, small-batch cocktails, matcha, art and more; donations will be accepted for Philippine Typhoon Relief. Keep the party going at Sulod speakeasy, H Street's new Filipino-Creole cocktail bar, for Filipino Tastemakers' Holiday House Party. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Repeal Day History Tour at Union Pub
Let D.C. historian and tour guide Robert Pohl teach you about Prohibition, and D.C.'s indifference to it, during a Repeal Day History walk across Capitol Hill. The fun starts over drinks at Union Pub before participants visit Prohibition-related sites on the way to Barrel, where another vintage cocktail awaits. The best outfits win prizes. 5 to 8 p.m. $40.
'Season's Greenings' extended hours at the U.S. Botanic Garden
We shouldn't have to convince you to go see the U.S. Botanic Garden's "Season's Greenings" holiday display, which features an outdoor model train set up with locomotives chugging past various dinosaurs, including Tyrannosaurus rex and triceratops, made out of plant materials. But there's something even more special about visiting the Conservatory at night, marveling at the poinsettias and wandering past models of local landmarks as musicians perform. The Botanic Garden stays open late on select Tuesdays and Thursdays, with vendors serving food and drinks during the concert. 5 to 8 p.m. Free. Also happening Dec. 11, 16, 18 and 23 and Jan. 1.
12th annual Embassy Winternational Showcase at the Ronald Reagan Building
Washington's most international marketplace feels like a mix of a cultural festival and upscale travel conference. Browse displays from more than 60 embassies, such as Algeria and Zimbabwe, with displays of traditional clothing, art and food --  much of it for sale -- as well as demonstrations of handmade crafts and music. It's about soft diplomacy as much as holiday shopping: Start chatting with someone behind a booth, and you might wind up meeting an ambassador. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Epiphany Choir Christmas Concert at the Church of the Epiphany
The Civil War-era Church of the Epiphany, known for its free lunchtime concerts for downtown office workers, wraps up its fall season with a performance of Vivaldi's "Gloria" by the Epiphany Choir and a chamber orchestra. Dec. 9 at 12:10 p.m. Free.
Sip and Swap at Femme Fatale
Clear out five fashion items from your dresser or closet and bring them to Cleveland Park's Femme Fatale for a clothing swap, featuring nonalcoholic beverages. Leave with five new-to-you pieces. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Free.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/12/04/best-events-things-do-dc/
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Obituaries
Steve Cropper, Memphis soul guitarist with Booker T. & the MG's, dies at 84
The Grammy winner, who played on the hit "Green Onions," had a storied career including collaborations with Otis Redding, B.B. King and the Blues Brothers.

Guitarist, songwriter and producer Steve Cropper in 2020 in Nashville. (Mark Humphrey/AP)


By Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2025-12-04
Steve Cropper, an internationally renowned, Grammy-winning guitarist and Rock & Roll Hall of Fame inductee who played with luminaries such as Otis Redding, B.B. King, Booker T. & the MG's and the Blues Brothers, died Dec. 3 in Nashville. He was 84.
Mr. Cropper's death was announced in a statement on his social media accounts, which did not cite a cause.
In the earliest days of his decades-long career, Mr. Cropper played guitar as a founding member of the Memphis band the Mar-Keys, which had a national hit with "Last Night" in 1961. He formed the band with his childhood friend Donald "Duck" Dunn, who became a well-known bassist. The two continued to collaborate for years afterward, notably with the famed Booker T. & the MG's -- a groundbreaking, racially integrated R&B/soul studio band formed by Mr. Cropper in 1962.
Mr. Cropper performed on many enduring hits, including with Otis Redding on "(Sittin' On) The Dock of the Bay," which the two co-wrote, and with Sam & Dave on "Soul Man."
He also played on two albums with the Blues Brothers and co-wrote hits such as "In the Midnight Hour" with Wilson Pickett, "Knock on Wood" with Eddie Floyd and "Green Onions" as part of Booker T. & the MG's.
Stephen Lee Cropper was born on a farm near Dora, Missouri, on Oct. 21, 1941. He recalled falling in love with music after his family moved to Memphis when he was 9 years old and he started hearing Black gospel songs on local radio stations.
"I really enjoyed that music. I don't know what it was. At such a young age, it impressed me," he recalled in a 1984 interview. "The Black spiritual music ... it gave me a whole different attitude about music."
At about age 14, he decided he wanted to play guitar and scraped together $20 to order one from a catalogue by setting pins at a bowling alley in Memphis -- earning about 10 cents a game. He recalled his shock when he opened the box and found that the instrument had not been strung.
"I went, 'Wait a minute, isn't it supposed to be all tuned and all that stuff?'" he said with a laugh. "... I really didn't have a musical background in the family."
He taught himself how to play, recalling: "I liked the sound of it. I liked the ring of the notes."
In his acceptance speech when Booker T. & the MG's was inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in 1992, Mr. Cropper said he was honored to play "with some of the greatest musicians on the planet."
"It's been a great career and it's been a lot of fun," he said.
Mr. Cropper was inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame in 2005. He won two Grammy Awards, in 1968 for "(Sittin' On) The Dock of the Bay" with Redding and in 1994 for "Cruisin'" as part of Booker T. & the MG's. He was nominated for a Grammy nine times.
In 1996, British magazine Mojo ranked him as the second-greatest guitarist of all time, behind only Jimi Hendrix.
"Steve's influence on American music is immeasurable," his family said on social media.
"Every note he played, every song he wrote, and every artist he inspired ensures that his spirit and artistry will continue to move people for generations."
Survivors include his wife, Angel Cropper, and four children.
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Arts & Entertainment
Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

The National Portrait Gallery has reopened after the government shutdown. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-12-03
The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations. 
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER Six exhibits are on view through Sunday: "Women Artists of the DMV: A Survey Exhibition," "From Ancestral Traces to Contemporary Visions -- The Art of Mene," "Jan Svoboda & Jaroslav Benes: Lenticular Poetry," "Orna Ben-Ami: Displacement and Memory," "From Painting to Print: The Poppies, Mimosas and Lantern Flowers of Donald Sultan" and "Fabricated Boundaries: Filipina American Textile & Fiber Artists." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM "A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM "LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM "Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS "Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through Dec. 20. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY "Imagining Shakespeare: Mythmaking and Storytelling in the Regency Era," through Aug. 2. Seen on view together for the first time since London's Boydell Shakespeare Gallery closed in 1805, 14 paintings depict pivotal scenes from William Shakespeare's plays while also speaking to how the playwright was refashioned into a cultural icon.
"Contemporary Art at the Folger,"  though April. Small solo exhibitions feature the work of four recent artist fellows at the Folger Institute. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Enduring Traditions: Celebrating the World of Textiles," through Dec. 20. The museum marks its centennial by exploring the cultural significance of its globe-spanning collection.
"Capital Accommodations," through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN "From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN "Basquiat x Banksy," through Jan. 19. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Nov. 29, 2026. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. 
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
KREEGER MUSEUM "Anonymous Was a Woman," through Dec. 31. An exhibition highlighting the work of local artists Jae Ko, Linn Meyers, Joyce J. Scott and Renee Stout, all of whom have been awarded the Anonymous Was a Woman grant. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS "Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through March 21. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The "Chronicles of Narnia" author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition.
"Dead Sea Scrolls," through Sept. 7. An exhibition featuring biblical texts and scrolls from the community at Qumran in the West Bank, plus artifacts that exemplify life and Judaism during the Second Temple period. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON Three exhibitions are on view through Jan. 25: "Hedieh Javanshir Ilchi: Here the Waving Flag. Here the Other World"; "Global Spotlight: Tactics for Remembering"; and "Joey Enriquez: As I Look Towards What Could Have Been Mine." 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org
*NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM Five new galleries are ongoing amid the museum's renovations: "Aerospace and Our Changing Environment," "Futures in Space," "Boeing Milestones of Flight," "Barron Hilton Pioneers of Flight" and "World War I: The Birth of Military Aviation." Sixth Street and Independence Avenue SW. airandspace.si.edu
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM "Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Sunday. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee.
"Road to Revolution," through April 30. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence.
"The American Story," ongoing. A redesign of the museum's permanent exhibits highlights an 1823 stone engraving of the Declaration of Independence, George Washington's annotated copy of the Constitution and more. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Coming Together: Reimagining America's Downtowns," ongoing. A multimedia exploration of how lessons learned during the pandemic are shaping the future of American city centers.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART "Photography and the Black Arts Movement, 1955-1985" through Jan. 11. Featuring 150 artworks, this exhibition explores photography that captured the civil rights movement and its enduring impact.
"American Landscapes in Watercolor From the Corcoran Collection," through Feb. 1. An exhibition showcasing 30 American landscape and nature studies that date from 1800 to 1991.
"The Stars We Do Not See: Australian Indigenous Art," through March 1. Nearly 200 works form the largest exhibition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art ever shown outside Australia.
"Back and Forth: Rozeal., Titian, Cezanne," through April 26. The striking similarities between Titian's 16th-century works and paintings by Rozeal. and Paul Cezanne are highlighted.
"In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 2. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE "Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART "Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," ongoing. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities.
"Visionary: Viewpoints on Africa's Arts," ongoing. An installation organized around seven viewpoints designed to shape the manner in which African art is experienced.
"Currents: Water in African Art," ongoing. Artworks from the museum's permanent collection underscore water's role as a potent cultural force. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY "Corazon y Vida: Lowrider Culture," ongoing. This exhibition about lowriders -- custom cars with elaborate paint jobs and hydraulics for bouncing -- includes photography, tools of the trade and two classic Chevy Impalas.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN "Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum.
"Making a Statement," through March. An installation of two gowns worn by Oscar-nominated actor Lily Gladstone.
"Water's Edge: The Art of Truman Lowe," through January 2027. This retrospective of the Ho-Chunk artist features minimalist sculptures made of willow branches, feathers and other organic materials.
"InSight: Photos and Stories From the Archives," ongoing. These photos, selected from more than half a million stewarded by the museum, offer intimate insight into Indigenous lives. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART "Cut + Paste: Experimental Japanese Prints and Photographs," through Jan. 4. An exhibition highlighting 17 boundary-pushing artists working in printmaking and photography.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Reasons to Gather: Japanese Tea Practice Unwrapped," through April 26. A display of 11 historical tea utensils and accessories.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY "Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "Women Artists From Antwerp to Amsterdam, 1600-1750," through Jan. 11. A collection of paintings, prints, embroidery, sculptures and other artworks highlights the work of 40-plus Dutch and Flemish women.
"Tawny Chatmon: Sanctuaries of Truth, Dissolution of Lies," through March 8. Selections from the photographic artist's latest series, "The Restoration" and "The Reconciliation," incorporate assemblage, embroidery, film and audio narrative.
"Remix: The Collection," through Oct. 25. Familiar collection favorites are displayed alongside recent acquisitions. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY "Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford.
"From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years," through June 7. An exhibition tracking the growth of the grand-scale, whole-plate photography format.
"The Outwin 2025: American Portraiture Today," through Aug. 30. This selection highlights 35 portraits from more than 3,300 entries to the triennial Outwin Boochever Portrait Competition.
"Meserve Collection Highlights: Modern Prints From Mathew Brady's Portrait Negatives," through May 14, 2028. Nine prints from 19th-century negatives feature the likes of Abraham Lincoln, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ulysses S. Grant and more. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION "Out of Many: Reframing an American Art Collection," through Feb. 15. Artworks from the early 20th century to the present capture the people, cultures, landscapes and history of the United States. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY "State Fairs: Growing American Craft," through Sept. 7. More than 240 artworks, dating from the mid-19th century to the present, tell the personal stories of craft found on U.S. fairgrounds.
"Justin Favela: Capilla de Maiz (Maize Chapel)," ongoing. A site-specific installation lines the Rubenstein Grand Salon with gold fringe and pinata corncobs to highlight corn's role in North American visual culture. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*RUBELL MUSEUM "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM "Grandma Moses: A Good Day's Work," through July 12. Many of Anna Mary Robertson Moses's most celebrated works are featured in this exhibition highlighting the 20th-century folk artist, who didn't begin painting in earnest until her late 70s.
"Shahzia Sikander: The Last Post," through July 12. A 10-minute video artwork examines the East India Company's imperialist presence in South Asia and China from the 1600s to the 1800s.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through Dec. 6, 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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Washington Commanders
Commanders quarterly report: After 12 games, it's time to look to 2026
There are some positives even in a seven-game losing streak, but Washington is merely playing out the string at this point.

(Geoff Burke/IMAGN IMAGES via Reuters Connect)


By Tashan Reed | 2025-12-04

Wide receiver Terry McLaurin showed how valuable he is to the Commanders during their overtime loss to the Broncos on Sunday. (Geoff Burke/Imagn Images/Reuters Connect)


The last time we did a quarterly check-in, it was clear things were trending downward for the Washington Commanders. They were coming off back-to-back blowout losses and riding a three-game losing streak.
Since then, their season has only gone further off the rails. They now have lost seven games in a row, sit at 3-9 and could be eliminated from postseason contention as soon as this weekend.
That being said, the Commanders have seen some positives in recent weeks. They've gotten healthier and were more competitive in consecutive overtime losses to the Miami Dolphins and Denver Broncos. They won't meet the expectations they set for themselves coming into this season, but it feels more likely they could end this year on a high note.
Here's a breakdown of where the Commanders stand after 12 games.
Although the losses keep piling up, this team clearly hasn't given up. The focus, effort and energy is there; the Commanders just haven't been good enough to win.
Coach Dan Quinn, known for his positivity and optimism, has been pushing the team hard in practice. That's gone over well with the players, who haven't checked out despite the team's record.
"Record don't matter," cornerback Mike Sainristil said. "We are who we are. We're going to go out there and compete every snap until the very last whistle."
That may sound cliche, but the spirit has shown in the team's recently improved play. For those who remain a part of the franchise moving forward, that could go a long way toward avoiding a similar outcome in 2026.
Terry McLaurin played only 51.1 percent of the Commanders' offensive snaps Sunday -- he was on a pitch count in his first game back from injury -- but he made his presence felt. His stat line of seven catches for 96 yards and one touchdown was impressive, but his impact ran deeper.
Whenever he's on the field, McLaurin naturally becomes the focus for opposing defenses. That makes life easier for his fellow pass catchers. Tight end Zach Ertz led the team with 10 catches and 106 yards. Wide receiver Deebo Samuel Sr. had a solid outing with five catches for 64 yards.
On Treylon Burks's spectacular touchdown grab, he was left in single coverage partially because of McLaurin's gravity. The Broncos were in a single-high safety formation on the play. The safety shaded toward McLaurin's side, which left Burks in a one-on-one situation.
In an effort to slow down the Commanders' rushing attack, defenses have frequently loaded the box. On the season, 24.3 percent of Washington's rushes have come against loaded boxes (13th), according to TruMedia. That's been easier for opposing defenses with McLaurin missing seven games.
With McLaurin on the field against the Broncos, however, the Commanders faced a loaded box on zero runs, and they ran the ball 10 times for 69 yards and one touchdown.
Even with the McLaurin effect, the Commanders' overall offensive performance left plenty to be desired. They scored 26 points but averaged just 4.9 yards per play.
McLaurin's snaps should increase this week. Plus, quarterback Jayden Daniels (elbow) and wide receiver Noah Brown (groin) could return, making Washington's offense look more like the one that entered the season with such high potential.

Coach Dan Quinn said it's possible he continues calling plays for the defense next season. (Nick Wass/AP)


Quinn has called plays for only two games, so the sample size is small, but the defensive improvement has been noteworthy. Through the first 10 weeks, the Commanders were giving up 28 points per game (29th in the league). Since then, they've allowed 21.5 points per game (tied for 14th).
The most dramatic change Quinn has made has been playing zone coverage far more often. With defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. calling plays, the Commanders used zone on just 63.5 percent of their snaps (25th). With Quinn calling plays and Whitt shifting to assisting in the game planning, they've jumped to 82.9 percent (third).
Quinn has mixed up those zone coverages often. They're using Cover 3 on 32.5 percent of their snaps, quarters on 23.6 percent of their snaps, Cover 2 on 19.5 percent of their snaps, and Cover 6 on 7.3 percent of their snaps. The diverse looks have produced results. The Commanders have gone from allowing 7.3 yards per pass (20th) to 6.3 yards per pass (11th).
The run defense has continued to be among the NFL's worst, but there was some improvement against the Broncos. With defensive tackle Daron Payne returning from suspension and safety Will Harris returning from injury, Washington held Denver to just 3.8 yards per carry.
Asked Monday whether he'll continue to call plays next season, Quinn said: "I haven't discussed or gone down that road too far yet. But, yeah, I would say that's a possibility."
The Commanders gave up a lot to acquire Laremy Tunsil from the Houston Texans in the offseason, but the left tackle has been worth it. In pass protection, he has allowed just two sacks and a pressure rate of 3.8 percent (seventh among tackles who have played at least 400 snaps).
Tunsil has also been a strong run blocker. The 31-year-old has played every game and missed only a handful of snaps.
The offensive line has had a so-so season overall, but it has looked better lately. Tunsil has been a big part of that. Although this season hasn't gone as planned for Washington, this is a deal they shouldn't regret.
Tunsil is set to be on an expiring contract next season, which means he'll likely be in search of an extension this offseason. It will be interesting to see if he and General Manager Adam Peters can find common ground on a price. McLaurin's lengthy negotiations caused him to miss most of training camp. Peters should aim to avoid that with Tunsil.
Payne, just 28, could face a similar situation. It's the final year of his contract next season, and he's played well this season. Although the Commanders will have a lot of cap space this offseason, it could be difficult to pay two topflight linemen.
The Commanders also have a ton of contributors set to become unrestricted free agents, including starters such as Samuel, Ertz, linebacker Bobby Wagner, left guard Chris Paul, defensive end Jacob Martin and punter Tress Way, as well as key backups such as quarterback Marcus Mariota and running back Jeremy McNichols.
Every team has attrition, but Washington will surely want to retain several unrestricted free agents. Of course, the Commanders also look to add outside help. With limited resources in the 2026 draft, nailing this process will be pivotal for Peters.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/12/04/washington-commanders-quarterly-report/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Washington Commanders
Noah Brown nears return, giving Commanders their starting wideout trio
Washington is optimistic the wideout will finally be back on the field Sunday, ending 'probably the toughest stretch in my career, mentally.'

(Bernat Armangue/AP)


By Tom Schad, Tashan Reed | 2025-12-04

Commanders wide receiver Noah Brown, shown warming up in Madrid last month, will likely return to action Sunday. (Bernat Armangue/AP)


Noah Brown wiped a line of sweat from his brow Wednesday as he spoke with reporters for the first time about the right groin strain that has upended his season. He described the past 11 weeks as "probably the toughest stretch in my career, mentally."
"There's definitely been moments where I struggled maintaining my patience and got down on myself," the Washington Commanders wide receiver said. "But it's natural. You can't stay in those mindsets."
After missing 10 games with the injury, Brown is on track to return to the field Sunday, Coach Dan Quinn said. His return would allow the Commanders to have their starting wide receiver trio on the field for just the third time this season. Brown and Terry McLaurin, who returned from a quadriceps injury last week, will take most of their snaps at outside receiver, enabling Deebo Samuel Sr. to work primarily from the slot.
Asked about his level of optimism that Brown will play Sunday at the Minnesota Vikings, Quinn said Wednesday: "Very much in the green. High. So I've got good optimism."
He then knocked on the table -- a common superstition, thought to ward off bad luck.
"That's all I'm going to say about that," he added with a laugh.
Brown said he shares Quinn's optimism. While the recovery process for soft-tissue injuries can be "a little bit dicey," he said, he has felt strong at practice.
Brown's return would be a welcome sight for the Commanders, given his production last year. He caught 35 passes for 453 yards in 11 games -- including the iconic Hail Mary touchdown catch to beat Chicago -- before suffering a season-ending kidney injury.
The Commanders saw enough to bring Brown back this offseason on a one-year deal, but he has hardly touched the field. During organized team activities in June, Brown suffered a knee injury that forced him to miss training camp. Then, in Week 2, he went down with the groin strain that has kept him sidelined ever since.

Brown played in the season opener against the Giants and then in Week 2 at Green Bay but has been sidelined since. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post)


Quinn said last week "there's definitely been some dark moments" for Brown during his recovery process. Brown said Wednesday that he got through those rough patches with the support of his teammates, his family and his faith.
"Sometimes in situations like this, you want to ask God why -- why certain things like that are happening to you," Brown said. "And I went through that period. Not so much why in pity, but why in 'What are you trying to teach me? What can I [do to] get better from this situation?'"
Brown said there are times when injured players can feel disconnected from the rest of the team -- or "iced out," as he put it. But he also credited the coaching staff for preventing that from happening.
"Even coaches [such as defensive pass game coordinator] Jason Simmons," Brown said. "He doesn't even coach me, but every time he walks by me, he looks me in the eye, asks how I'm doing. Just stuff like that can push you along."
After a rocky start to his second NFL season, Mike Sainristil will be a key player to monitor down the stretch -- particularly as he's pressed back into an outside cornerback role.
Despite being drafted to play nickelback, Sainristil spent the bulk of his rookie season playing on the outside. This year, he was moved back to the slot, where he struggled at times. Injuries to Marshon Lattimore and Trey Amos pushed him back outside and raised fresh questions about where the Michigan product might best fit in 2026 and beyond.
Quinn said last week that he will have "fresh eyes" for Sainristil's positioning over the final month of the season, noting that his lack of size (5-foot-10 and 182 pounds) does not necessarily preclude him from playing outside cornerback.
"If there's a playmaking ability that can put somebody at a trait that's higher, then I think it's worth doing it," Quinn said when asked about preferring taller outside cornerbacks. "That would be an exception. I think what you don't want is a team full of exceptions. ... You better have some demonstrated stuff to you."
Statistically at least, the early returns on Sainristil as an outside cornerback are promising but not conclusive. In the 10 games when he spent most of his time at nickelback, he allowed 8.8 yards per target, according to Pro Football Reference.
When he initially moved to outside cornerback against the Miami Dolphins, he gave up 52 yards on four targets. Last week, however, he had one of his best games of the season, surrendering just 22 yards on four targets. Overall, Sainristil has been targeted less frequently and allowed fewer receiving yards while remaining a sure tackler.

Jayden Daniels, in street clothes this past weekend, could be back in uniform Sunday. (Nick Wass/AP)


Quarterback Jayden Daniels was a limited participant in practice last week, and he went on to miss a third game because of the dislocated left elbow he suffered Nov. 2. He again was limited in practice Wednesday and has been throwing but has yet to be cleared by doctors for contact. That's the final step for him to return to action.
"He's going to get a lot of reps for practice," Quinn said. "I'm going to take it all the way through Friday. There's still functional evaluations to go through, but game plan and practicing and that part is good."
Quarterbacks do not absorb hits in practice, but Quinn said Daniels still needs to show progress in terms of "functional contact," such as deploying a stiff-arm or diving on the ground.
Perhaps the most interesting moment in the Commanders' debut on HBO's "Hard Knocks" on Tuesday was Quinn's postgame message to his team after its loss to the Denver Broncos on Sunday night: "We lost, but we're not lost anymore."
Quinn expounded on that sentiment at his news conference Wednesday.
"I thought, in an unusual sense, it was maybe our best group game still with a loss," he said. "It's hard to say it was our best game, because you had a loss. But I thought from ... the performance side, I thought this was connected, this was [punting] for field position, this was getting a stop, this was making a play. Those were things that I liked."
The Commanders are running their no-huddle offense with rare frequency, according to Next Gen Stats, the advanced statistics and analysis platform run by the NFL.
Their no-huddle rate (68.1 percent) is the highest by any team since at least 2016. The only other team to eclipse 60 percent during that time? The 2024 Commanders in Kliff Kingsbury's first year as offensive coordinator.
Defensive tackle Javon Kinlaw (back), linebacker Bobby Wagner (knee) and defensive end Drake Jackson (knee/groin) did not practice, and linebacker Frankie Luvu (shoulder) was a limited participant.
The Vikings are expected to have second-year quarterback J.J. McCarthy (concussion) under center Sunday. Minnesota said he was a full participant in practice Wednesday.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/12/03/noah-brown-commanders-return/
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