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    Study finds humans were making fire 400,000 years ago, far earlier than once thought




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Discovery of the first fragment of iron pyrite in 2017, at Barnham, Suffof, England. (Jordan Mansfield/Pathways to Ancient Britain Project via AP)]
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            Discovery of the first fragment of iron pyrite in 2017, at Barnham, Suffof, England. (Jordan Mansfield/Pathways to Ancient Britain Project via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Excavation site of 400,000 year old pond sediments at Barnham, Suffofk, England. (Credit Jordan Mansfield/Pathways to Ancient Britain Project via AP)]
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            Excavation site of 400,000 year old pond sediments at Barnham, Suffofk, England. (Credit Jordan Mansfield/Pathways to Ancient Britain Project via AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Scientists in Britain say ancient humans may have learned to make fire far earlier than previously believed, after uncovering evidence that deliberate fire-setting took place in what is now eastern England around 400,000 years ago.
The findings, described in the journal Nature, push back the earliest known date for controlled fire-making by roughly 350,000 years. Until now, the oldest confirmed evidence had come from Neanderthal sites in what is now northern France dating to about 50,000 years ago.
The discovery was made at Barnham, a Paleolithic site in Suffolk that has been excavated for decades. A team led by the British Museum identified a patch of baked clay, flint hand axes fractured by intense heat and two fragments of iron pyrite, a mineral that produces sparks when struck against flint.
Researchers spent four years analyzing to rule out natural wildfires. Geochemical tests showed temperatures had exceeded 700 degrees Celsius (1,292 Fahrenheit), with evidence of repeated burning in the same location.

    
That pattern, they say, is consistent with a constructed hearth rather than a lightning strike.
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[image: This image provided by Heritage Auctions shows artwork by Tom Jung created for the 1977 movie "Star Wars." (Heritage Auctions via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The painting that introduced 'Star Wars' to the world fetches $3.9M at auction
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Black Friday Shoppers enter Macy's flagship store at opening time in New York on Friday, Nov. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Angelina Katsanis)]
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[image: This image released by Voracious shows a recipe for Schiacciata, a versatile Tuscan bread, from the cookbook "Stuzzichini," by Stef Ferrari. (Voracious via AP)]
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Rob Davis, a Paleolithic archaeologist at the British Museum, said the combination of high temperatures, controlled burning and pyrite fragments shows "how they were actually making the fire and the fact they were making it."
Iron pyrite does not occur naturally at Barnham. Its presence suggests the people who lived there deliberately collected it because they understood its properties and could use it to ignite tinder.

    
    
    
Deliberate fire-making is rarely preserved in the archaeological record. Ash is easily dispersed, charcoal decays and heat-altered sediments can be eroded.
At Barnham, however, the burned deposits were sealed within ancient pond sediments, allowing scientists to reconstruct how early people used the site.

    
Researchers say the implications for human evolution are substantial.
Fire allowed early populations to survive colder environments, deter predators and cook food. Cooking breaks down toxins in roots and tubers and kills pathogens in meat, improving digestion and releasing more energy to support larger brains.
Chris Stringer, a human evolution specialist at the Natural History Museum, said fossils from Britain and Spain suggest the inhabitants of Barnham were early Neanderthals whose cranial features and DNA point to growing cognitive and technological sophistication.
Fire also enabled new forms of social life. Evening gatherings around a hearth would have provided time for planning, storytelling and strengthening group relationships, which are behaviors often associated with the development of language and more organized societies.
Archaeologists say the Barnham site fits a wider pattern across Britain and continental Europe between 500,000 and 400,000 years ago, when brain size in early humans began to approach modern levels and when evidence for increasingly complex behavior becomes more visible.
Nick Ashton, curator of Paleolithic collections at the British Museum, described it as "the most exciting discovery of my long 40-year career."

For archaeologists, the find helps address a long-standing question: When humans stopped relying on lightning strikes and wildfires and instead learned to create flame wherever and whenever they needed it.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/britain-archaeology-fire-neanderthals-evolution-suffolk-3698b87f707ac4ca1719b5f0214f7064
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    Zelenskyy says US-led peace talks wrestling with Russian demands for Ukrainian territory
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            Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Wednesday said he would not allow "any speculation" against his country regarding future elections.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, holds a call with military leaders on the Ukraine battlefield situation together with Denis Pirogov, right, a Russian army brigade commander, at the Kremlin in Moscow, on Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, holds a call with military leaders on the Ukraine battlefield situation together with Denis Pirogov, right, a Russian army brigade commander, at the Kremlin in Moscow, on Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, holds a call with military leaders on the Ukraine battlefield situation together with Denis Pirogov, right, a Russian army brigade commander, at the Kremlin in Moscow, on Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EU Commissioner for Enlargement Marta Kos, right, attends a joint press conference with Ukraine's Deputy Prime Minister for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration of Ukraine Taras Kachka, left, and Marie Bjerre, Danish Minister for European Affairs, after informal meeting of EU ministers for European affairs in Lviv, Ukraine, on Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Thursday that negotiators are wrestling with the question of territorial possession in U.S.-led peace talks on ending the war with Russia, including the future of Ukraine's eastern Donetsk region and the Russian-occupied Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant, one of the world's 10 biggest atomic plants.
Zelenskyy revealed details of the ongoing discussions before he headed into urgent talks with leaders and officials from about 30 countries that support Kyiv's efforts to obtain fair terms in any settlement to halt nearly four years of fighting.
In Washington, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said President Donald Trump's special envoy, Steve Witkoff, continued to be in discussions with both sides. She said that "if there is a real chance of signing a peace agreement," then the U.S. could send a representative to the talks as soon as this weekend.

    
But Leavitt added that it's "still up in the air whether we believe real peace can be achieved."
Trump long boasted about being able to solve Russia's war in Ukraine in a day, but in recent months has complained bitterly about a lack of progress. Leavitt echoed that during her briefing with reporters on Thursday, saying the president is "extremely frustrated with both sides of this war."



    
        




    




She said the administration had spent 30-plus hours just in recent weeks meeting with officials from Russia and Ukraine as well as Europe, and that Trump is "sick of meetings just for the sake of meeting." 

    
    
    
"He doesn't want any more talk," Leavitt said. "He wants action." 
Ukraine has submitted a 20-point plan to the U.S., with each point possibly accompanied by a separate document detailing the settlement terms.
"We are grateful that the U.S. is working with us and trying to take a balanced position," Zelenskyy told reporters in the Ukrainian capital Kyiv. "But at this moment it is still difficult to say what the final documents will look like."

    
Russia has in recent months made a determined push to gain control of all parts of Donetsk and neighboring Luhansk, which together make up Ukraine's valuable Donbas industrial region.
Ukraine doesn't accept the surrender of Donbas, Zelenskyy said, saying that both sides remaining where they currently stand along the line of contact would be "a fair outcome."
American negotiators have put forward the possibility of a "free economic zone" in the Donbas, with the Russians terming it a "demilitarized zone," according to Zelenskyy.
Russian officials have not publicly disclosed their proposals.
U.S. negotiators foresee Ukrainian forces withdrawing from the Donetsk region, with the compromise being that Russian forces do not enter that territory, Zelenskyy said.
But he said that if Ukraine must withdraw its forces, the Russians should also withdraw by the same distance. There are many unanswered questions, including who would oversee the Donbas, he added.
The Russians want to retain control of the Zaporizhzhia plant in southern Ukraine, which is not currently operating, but Ukraine opposes that.
The Americans have suggested a joint format to manage the plant, and negotiators are discussing how that might work, Zelenskyy said.

    
Ukraine's allies discuss peace plan with Zelenskyy
The leaders of Germany, Britain and France were among those taking part in the meeting of Ukraine's allies, dubbed the Coalition of the Willing, via video link. 
Zelenskyy indicated the talks were hastily arranged as Kyiv officials scramble to avoid getting boxed in by U.S. President Donald Trump, who has disparaged the Ukrainian leader, painted European leaders as weak, and set a strategy of improving Washington's relationship with Moscow.
In the face of Trump's demands for a swift settlement, European governments are trying to help steer the peace negotiations because they say their own security is at stake.
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz said Thursday that he, British Prime Minister Keir Starmer and French President Emmanuel Macron suggested to Trump that they finalize the peace proposals together with U.S. officials over the weekend. There may also be talks in Berlin early next week, with or without American officials, he said.

    
The talks are at "a critical moment," European leaders said Wednesday.
Next week, Ukraine will coordinate with European countries on a bilateral level, Zelenskyy said late Wednesday, and European Union countries are due to hold a regular summit in Brussels at the end of next week.
Russia has new proposals on security
Trump's latest effort to broker a settlement is taking longer than he wanted. He initially set a deadline for Kyiv to accept his peace plan before Thanksgiving. Previous Washington deadlines for reaching a peace deal also have passed without a breakthrough.
Russia is also keen to show Trump it is engaging with his peace efforts, hoping to avoid further U.S. sanctions. Russia's Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said Thursday that Russia has relayed to Washington "additional proposals ... concerning collective security guarantees" that Ukraine and Europe say are needed to deter future aggression.

    
NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte said Thursday that so far this year Russia has launched over 46,000 drones and missiles against Ukraine.
He warned his European audience at a speech in Berlin: "We are Russia's next target."
He also described China as "Russia's lifeline" for its war effort in Ukraine by providing most of the critical electronic components Moscow needs for its weapons. "China wants to prevent its ally from losing in Ukraine," Rutte said.
Russia claims battlefield progress
Putin claimed Thursday in a call with military leaders that Russian armed forces are "fully holding the strategic initiative" on the battlefield.
Russian troops have taken the city of Siversk, in the Donetsk region of eastern Ukraine where fighting has been fierce in recent months, Lt. Gen. Sergei Medvedev told Putin.
Ukrainian officials denied Siversk had been captured.
Putin wants to portray himself as negotiating from a position of strength, analysts say, although Russia occupies only about 20% of Ukraine. That includes Moscow's 2014 illegal annexation of Crimea and the seizure of territory in the east by Russia-backed separatists later that year, as well as land taken after the full-blown invasion in 2022.
Ukrainian drones hit Russian oil rig, disrupt Moscow flights
Meanwhile, Ukrainian long-range drones hit a Russian oil rig in the Caspian Sea for the first time, according to an official in the Security Service of Ukraine who was not authorized to talk publicly about the attack and spoke on condition of anonymity.
The oil rig in the northern part of the Caspian Sea, about 1,000 kilometers (600 miles) from Ukraine, belongs to Russia's second-biggest oil company, Lukoil, the official told The Associated Press. The rig took four hits, halting the extraction of oil and gas from over 20 wells, he said.
Russian officials and Lukoil made no immediate comment on the claim.

Ukraine also launched one of its biggest drone attacks of the war overnight, halting flights in and out of all four Moscow airports for seven hours. Airports in eight other cities also faced restrictions, Russian civil aviation authority Rosaviatsia said.
___
Kirsten Grieshaber in Berlin, Dasha Litvinova in Tallinn, Estonia, and Will Weissert in Washington contributed.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-trump-peace-zelenskyy-europe-6392f625b2c77b93d0bd86c06cafb2a5
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            "We will turn a country into a beacon of hope, an opportunity of democracy," she said. Machado was speaking alongside Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store.
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            Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina Machado appeared in public for the first time in 11 months early Thursday morning, when she waved to supporters from a hotel balcony in Norway's capital hours after her daughter accepted the Nobel Peace Prize on her behalf.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria Corina Machado speaks during a press conference at the Grand Hotel in Oslo, Norway, Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025. (Heiko Junge/NTB Scanpix via AP)]
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            Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria Corina Machado speaks during a press conference at the Grand Hotel in Oslo, Norway, Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025. (Heiko Junge/NTB Scanpix via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria Corina Machado speaks during a press conference at the government's representative facilities in Oslo, Norway, Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025. (Stian Lysberg Solum/NTB Scanpix, Pool Photo via AP)]
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            Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria Corina Machado speaks during a press conference at the government's representative facilities in Oslo, Norway, Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025. (Stian Lysberg Solum/NTB Scanpix, Pool Photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria Corina Machado and Norway's Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store hold a joint press conference at the government's representative facilities in Oslo, Norway, Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025. (Stian Lysberg Solum/NTB Scanpix, Pool Photo via AP)]
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            Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria Corina Machado and Norway's Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store hold a joint press conference at the government's representative facilities in Oslo, Norway, Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025. (Stian Lysberg Solum/NTB Scanpix, Pool Photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria Corina Machado, centre, visits the Storting in Oslo, Norway, Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025. (Ole Berg-Rusten/NTB Scanpix, Pool Photo via AP)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria Corina Machado, centre, visits the Storting in Oslo, Norway, Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025. (Ole Berg-Rusten/NTB Scanpix, Pool Photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria Corina Machado speaks during a press conference at the Grand Hotel in Oslo, Norway, Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025. (Heiko Junge/NTB Scanpix via AP)]
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            Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria Corina Machado speaks during a press conference at the Grand Hotel in Oslo, Norway, Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025. (Heiko Junge/NTB Scanpix via AP)
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                                        CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) -- Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina Machado said Thursday that "decisive" actions by the United States, including the seizure of an oil tanker, have left the repressive government of President Nicolas Maduro at its weakest point, and she vowed to return to the country to keep fighting for democracy.
Machado's statements to reporters came hours after she appeared in public for the first time in 11 months, following her arrival in Norway's capital, Oslo, where her daughter received the Nobel Peace Prize award on her behalf on Wednesday. 
The actions of President Donald Trump "have been decisive to reach where we are now, where the regime is significantly weaker," she said. "Because before, the regime thought it had impunity .... Now they start to understand that this is serious, and that the world is watching."

    
Machado sidestepped questions on whether a U.S. military intervention is necessary to remove Maduro from power. She told reporters that she would return to Venezuela "when we believe the security conditions are right, and it won't depend on whether or not the regime leaves."
Machado arrived in Oslo hours after Wednesday's prize ceremony and made her first public appearance early Thursday, emerging from a hotel balcony and waving to an emotional crowd of supporters. She had been in hiding since Jan. 9, when she was briefly detained after joining supporters during a protest in Caracas.
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[image: People applaud while watching the ceremony of the Nobel Peace Prize for Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina Machado in Norway, during a live viewing in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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[image: Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria Corina Machado waves at the Grand Hotel in Oslo, Norway, early Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025. (Lise Aserud/NTB Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: This image from video posted on Attorney General Pam Bondi's X account, and partially redacted by the source, shows an oil tanker being seized by U.S. forces off the coast of Venezuela, Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2025. (U.S. Attorney General's Office/X via AP)]
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Machado left Venezuela at a critical point in the country's protracted crisis, with the Trump administration carrying out deadly military operations in the Caribbean and threatening repeatedly to strike Venezuelan soil. The White House has said the operations, which have killed more than 80 people, are meant to stop the flow of drugs into the U.S.
But many, including analysts, U.S. members of Congress and Maduro himself, see the operations as an effort to end his hold on power. The opposition led by Machado has only added to this perception by reigniting its promise to soon govern the country.

    
On Wednesday, President Donald Trump said the U.S. had seized an oil tanker off the coast of Venezuela. On Thursday, Machado called on governments to expand their support for Venezuela's opposition beyond words. 
"We, the Venezuelan people that have tried every single, you know, institutional mean, ask support from the democratic nations in the world to cut those resources that come from illegal activities and support repressive approaches," she said. "And that's why we are certainly asking the world to act. It's not a matter of statements, as you say, it's a matter of action." 
Machado, 58, was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in October after mounting the most serious peaceful challenge in years to Maduro's authoritarian government. Her daughter, Ana Corina Sosa, accepted the prize at a ceremony in Oslo. 
Machado was received Thursday by Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store, who said that his country is ready to support a democratic Venezuela in "building new and sound institutions."

    
Asked whether the Venezuelan government might have known her whereabouts since January, Machado told reporters: "I don't think they have known where I have been, and certainly they would have done everything to stop me from coming here."
She declined to give details of her journey from Venezuela to Norway. But she thanked "all those men and women that risked their lives so that I could be here today" and later acknowledged that the U.S. government helped her.
Flight tracking data show that the plane Machado arrived on flew to Oslo from Bangor, Maine.
Machado won an opposition primary election and intended to challenge Maduro in last year's presidential election, but the government barred her from running for office. Retired diplomat Edmundo Gonzalez took her place.
The lead-up to the election on July 28, 2024, saw widespread repression, including disqualifications, arrests and human rights violations. That increased after the country's National Electoral Council, which is stacked with Maduro loyalists, declared the incumbent the winner.

    
Gonzalez sought asylum in Spain last year after a Venezuelan court issued a warrant for his arrest.
It's unclear how Machado and Gonzalez could return to Venezuela. An opposition plan to get Gonzalez back before the Jan. 10 ceremony that gave Maduro another term didn't materialize.

Machado, alongside the Norwegian prime minister, said that "we decided to fight until the end and Venezuela will be free." If Maduro's government is still in place when she returns, she added, "I will be with my people and they will not know where I am. We have ways to do that and take care of us."
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    Trump administration adds militarized zone in California along southern US border




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The U.S. Border with Mexico is seen in an aerial view Jan. 31, 2025, near San Diego. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: Concertina wire lines the interior of a border wall separating Tijuana, Mexico, from the United States, June 4, 2025, in San Diego. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Concertina wire lines the interior of a border wall separating Tijuana, Mexico, from the United States, June 4, 2025, in San Diego. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)
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                                        SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) -- The Trump administration is adding another militarized zone to the southern U.S. border to support border security operations -- this time in California.
The Department of Interior on Wednesday said it would transfer jurisdiction along most of California's international border with Mexico to the Navy to reinforce "the historic role public lands have played in safeguarding national sovereignty."
The newly designated militarized zone extends nearly from the Arizona state line to the Otay Mountain Wilderness, traversing the Imperial Valley and border communities including Tecate.
Since April, large swaths of border have been designated militarized zones, empowering U.S. troops to apprehend immigrants and others accused of trespassing on Army, Air Force or Navy bases, and authorizing additional criminal charges that can mean prison time. More than 7,000 troops have been deployed to the border, along with an assortment of helicopters, drones and surveillance equipment.

    
The military strategy was pioneered in April along a 170-mile (275-kilometer) stretch of the border in New Mexico and later expanded to portions of the border in Texas and Arizona.



    
        




    




The Interior Department described the newest national defense area in California as a high-traffic zone for unlawful crossings by immigrants. But Border Patrol arrests along the southern U.S. border this year have dropped to the slowest pace since the 1960s, amid President Donald Trump's push for mass deportations.

    
    
    
"By working with the Navy to close long-standing security gaps, we are strengthening national defense, protecting our public lands from unlawful use, and advancing the President's agenda," Interior Secretary Doug Burgum said in a news release.

    
    
    
An emergency declaration by Trump has thrust the military into a central role in deterring migrant crossings between U.S. ports of entry. Legal experts say the strategy flouts a ban on law enforcement by the military on U.S. soil and thrusts the armed forces into a potentially politicized mission.

    
The new militarized zone was announced Wednesday as a federal judge ordered the Trump administration to stop deploying the California National Guard in Los Angeles and return control of those troops to the state.

Trump called up more than 4,000 California National Guard troops in June without Gov. Gavin Newsom's approval to further the Trump administration's immigration enforcement efforts.
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    Judge orders Kilmar Abrego Garcia to be immediately released from immigration detention




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kilmar Abrego Garcia joins supporters in a protest rally outside the Immigration and Customs Enforcement field office in Baltimore, Aug. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough, File)]
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                                        Kilmar Abrego Garcia must be freed from immigration detention while he fights to stay in the U.S., a judge ruled Thursday, handing a major victory to the immigrant whose wrongful deportation to a notorious prison in El Salvador made him a flashpoint of the Trump administration's immigration crackdown. 
U.S. District Judge Paula Xinis in Maryland ordered Immigration and Customs Enforcement to let Abrego Garcia go immediately, writing that federal authorities had detained him again after his return to the United States without any legal basis. 
"For this reason, the Court will GRANT Abrego Garcia's Petition for immediate release from ICE custody," the judge wrote.
The Department of Homeland Security sharply criticized the decision and vowed to appeal, calling the ruling "naked judicial activism" by a judge appointed during the Obama administration. 

    
"This order lacks any valid legal basis, and we will continue to fight this tooth and nail in the courts," said Tricia McLaughlin, the department's assistant secretary. The judge gave prosecutors until 5 p.m. EST to formally respond to the release order. 



    
        




    




Abrego Garcia's attorney, Simon Sandoval-Moshenberg, said the judge made it clear that the government can't detain someone indefinitely without legal authority and that his client "has endured more than anyone should ever have to."

    
    
    
"At the same time, we are mindful of the government's past conduct in this case and will stay vigilant to ensure that nothing undermines the court's decision," he said in a statement. 

    
    
    
Abrego Garcia, a Salvadoran national with an American wife and child, has lived in Maryland for years but entered the U.S. illegally as a teenager. An immigration judge ruled in 2019 that he could not be deported to El Salvador because he faced danger from a gang that targeted his family. When he was mistakenly sent there in March, his case became a rallying point for those who oppose President Donald Trump's immigration enforcement actions. 

    
A court later ordered his return to the United States. Since he cannot be removed to El Salvador, ICE has been seeking to deport him to a series of African countries. His federal suit claims the Trump administration is illegally using the removal process to punish Abrego Garcia for the public embarrassment caused by his deportation.
In her order releasing Abrego Garcia, Xinis wrote that federal authorities "did not just stonewall" the court, "They affirmatively misled the tribunal." The judge was referencing the successive list of four African countries that officials had sought to remove Abrego Garcia seemingly without commitments from those countries, as well as officials' affirmations that Costa Rica withdrew its offer to accept him, a claim later proven untrue.
"But Costa Rica had never wavered in its commitment to receive Abrego Garcia, just as Abrego Garcia never wavered in his commitment to resettle there," the judge wrote. 
Xinis also rejected the government's argument that she lacked jurisdiction to intervene on a final removal order for Abrego Garcia, because she found no final order had been filed.

    
Separately, Abrego Garcia is asking an immigration court to reopen his case so he can seek asylum in the United States.
He is also criminally charged in Tennessee, where he has pleaded not guilty to human smuggling. He has asked the federal court to dismiss the case, arguing the prosecution is vindictive. His defense attorney in Tennessee, Sean Hecker, declined to comment.
A judge in that case has ordered an evidentiary hearing after previously finding some evidence that the charges "may be vindictive." The judge also noted several statements by Trump administration officials that "raise cause for concern," including a statement by Deputy Attorney General Todd Blanche that seemed to suggest the Justice Department charged Abrego Garcia because he won his wrongful deportation case. ___

Loller reported from Nashville, Seewer reported from Toledo, Ohio and Lauer reported from Philadelphia. Associated Press reporter Alanna Durkin Richer in Washington contributed to this report.
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    Parent of student charged in shooting that killed teen at Kentucky State University
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            A parent of a Kentucky State University student has been charged with murder in an on campus shooting that killed one student and critically injured another.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Law enforcement responds to a shooting at Whitney Moore Young Jr. Hall on Kentucky State University's campus in Frankfort, Ky., Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025. (Hannah Brown/The State Journal via AP)]
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            Law enforcement responds to a shooting at Whitney Moore Young Jr. Hall on Kentucky State University's campus in Frankfort, Ky., Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025. (Hannah Brown/The State Journal via AP)
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                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- A parent of a Kentucky State University student has been charged with murder in an on campus shooting that killed one student and critically injured another.
Jacob Lee Bard was at the school's campus in Frankfort on Tuesday and fired shots at the victims at a residence hall, police said in a statement.
Investigators said the shooting was isolated, but they have not publicly shared details of the circumstances or a possible motive. The shooting killed 19-year-old De'Jon Fox of Indianapolis. A second student who was shot remains in critical condition, but his name has not been released, police said.
Bard, 48, was booked into jail on murder and first-degree assault charges. Police said Bard is from Evansville, Indiana, which is about 150 miles (241 kilometers) west of Frankfort.
Bard is being represented by a public defender at the Franklin County Department of Public Advocacy, which declined to talk about his case Wednesday.

    
University police officers were near the scene of the altercation that ended with the shooting and immediately arrested Bard, police said.
Investigators have watched video taken by others at the scene and surveillance footage. 



    
        




    




Asked by reporters about alleged videos showing a fight involving Bard's sons preceded the shooting or whether Bard might have come to campus to talk to administrators about his sons' safety, Frankfort Assistant Police Chief Scott Tracy refused to say what may have led to the shooting.

    
    
    
"It's really too early in the investigation right now to really give any details that led up to it. A lot of it would be speculation," Tracy said Wednesday.

    
    
    
The shooting happened at Whitney M. Young Jr. Hall. It was the second shooting in four months near the student residence.
Someone fired multiple shots from a vehicle on Aug. 17, striking two people that the university said weren't students. Frankfort police said one victim was treated for minor injuries and a second sustained serious injuries. The dorm and at least one vehicle were damaged by gunfire.


    
University President Koffi C. Akakpo said the school brought in more police officers after the first shooting and will evaluate whether more needs to be done to keep students safe once the investigation into the latest shooting is complete,
"The campus is a safe place," Akakpo said at the news conference.
Kentucky State is a public historically Black university with about 2,200 students. Lawmakers authorized the school's creation in 1886.
The school sits about 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) east of the Capitol building in Frankfort.
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    New York Times, after Trump post, says it won't be deterred from writing about his health




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump listens during a roundtable on farm subsidies in the Cabinet Room of the White House, Monday, Dec. 8, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump dances to music after speaking at the Mount Airy Casino Resort in Mount Pocono, Pa., Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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            President Donald Trump speaks at the Mount Airy Casino Resort in Mount Pocono, Pa., Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks at Mount Airy Casino Resort, Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025, in Mount Pocono, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            President Donald Trump speaks at Mount Airy Casino Resort, Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025, in Mount Pocono, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump arrives to speak at Mount Airy Casino Resort, Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025, in Mount Pocono, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        The New York Times, attacked by President Donald Trump for reporting about his physical condition, said on Wednesday that it wouldn't be deterred by "false and inflammatory language" that distorts the role of a free press.
The president had posted on his Truth Social platform that he believed it was "seditious, perhaps even treasonous" for the Times and other media outlets to do "FAKE" reports on his health.
"They are true Enemies of the People, and we should do something about it," Trump wrote.
The 79-year-old president wouldn't specify, but the newspaper has posted a handful of reports about his health in recent weeks. In a Nov. 25 story headlined "Shorter Days, Signs of Fatigue: Trump Faces Realities of Aging in Office," reporters examined Trump's public and travel schedules to conclude Americans were seeing less of him than they were used to.
A story on Dec. 2, accompanied by a video, said that Trump "appeared to be fighting sleep" during a Cabinet meeting that day.

    
    
    
Trump says he hasn't slowed down
Columnist Frank Bruni discussed these reports in a Dec. 8 opinion piece headlined "Trump's Approval Ratings Have Declined. So Has His Vigor." Bruni wrote that Americans "might want to brace ourselves for some presidential deja vu. He's starting to give President Joe Biden vibes." Biden, who was in his early 80s, dropped out of the 2024 race for the White House after a disastrous debate with Trump that raised doubts about the then-incumbent's fitness for office. 
Trump, in his post, said he was history's hardest-working president with a lengthy list of accomplishments. He said he went out of his way to do "long, thorough and very boring" medical examinations, including three cognitive tests that he "ACED."
"The New York Times, and some others, like to pretend that I am 'slowing up,' and maybe not as sharp as I once was, or am in poor physical health, knowing that it is not true," the Republican president said.

    
The health of American presidents has long been a delicate and sometimes thorny issue between the White House and the press that covers it -- from Grover Cleveland's secret tumor surgery to Woodrow Wilson's debilitating stroke to Franklin D. Roosevelt's polio to Dwight D. Eisenhower's heart attack. Trump has frequently critiqued the cognitive fitness of his predecessor, Biden. 
Trump has fought back against some reports
Trump already has a $15 billion defamation lawsuit pending against the Times. In the suit, filed in September, Trump targeted four Times journalists about three articles that discussed his finances. He has also been involved in legal cases involving The Associated Press and CBS News, among others.
Nicole Taylor, a spokeswoman for The New York Times, said the outlet's reporting on Trump's health is heavily sourced, based on interviews with people close to the president and with medical experts.
"Americans deserve in-depth reporting and regular updates about the health of the leaders they elect," Taylor said. "Mr. Trump welcomed our reporting on the age and fitness of his predecessors; we're applying the same journalistic scrutiny to his vitality."

    
Taylor said that "we won't be deterred by false and inflammatory language that distorts the role of a free press."
___

David Bauder writes about the intersection of media and entertainment for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder and https://bsky.app/profile/dbauder.bsky.social.
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    US has seized an oil tanker off the coast of Venezuela, Trump says




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    President Donald Trump said Wednesday that the United States has seized an oil tanker off the coast of Venezuela as tensions mount with the government of President Nicolas Maduro. Video shared by U.S. Attorney General Pam Bondi shows the moment the ship was seized.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump said Wednesday that the United States has seized an oil tanker off the coast of Venezuela as tensions mount with the government of President Nicolas Maduro.

    
    
    
Using U.S. forces to take control of a merchant ship is incredibly unusual and marks the Trump administration's latest push to increase pressure on Maduro, who has been charged with narcoterrorism in the United States. The U.S. has built up the largest military presence in the region in decades and launched a series of deadly strikes on alleged drug-smuggling boats in the Caribbean Sea and eastern Pacific Ocean. The campaign is facing growing scrutiny from Congress.
"We've just seized a tanker on the coast of Venezuela, a large tanker, very large, largest one ever seized, actually," Trump told reporters at the White House, later adding that "it was seized for a very good reason."

    
Trump did not offer additional details. When asked what would happen to the oil aboard the tanker, Trump said, "Well, we keep it, I guess."
The seizure was led by the U.S. Coast Guard and supported by the Navy, according to a U.S. official who was not authorized to comment publicly and spoke on the condition of anonymity. The official added that it was conducted under U.S. law enforcement authority.

    
    
    
Storming the oil tanker 
The Coast Guard members were taken to the oil tanker by helicopter from the aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford, the official said. The Ford is in the Caribbean Sea after arriving last month in a major show of force, joining a fleet of other warships.
Video posted to social media by Attorney General Pam Bondi shows people fast-roping from one of the helicopters involved in the operation as it hovers just feet from the deck.
The Coast Guard members can be seen later in the video moving throughout the superstructure of the ship with their weapons drawn.
Bondi wrote that "for multiple years, the oil tanker has been sanctioned by the United States due to its involvement in an illicit oil shipping network supporting foreign terrorist organizations."

    
Venezuela's government said in a statement that the seizure "constitutes a blatant theft and an act of international piracy."
"Under these circumstances, the true reasons for the prolonged aggression against Venezuela have finally been revealed. ... It has always been about our natural resources, our oil, our energy, the resources that belong exclusively to the Venezuelan people," the statement said.
Half of ship's oil is tied to Cuban importer
The U.S. official identified the seized tanker as the Skipper. 

    
The ship departed Venezuela around Dec. 2 with about 2 million barrels of heavy crude, roughly half of it belonging to a Cuban state-run oil importer, according to documents from the state-owned company Petroleos de Venezuela S.A., commonly known as PDVSA, that were provided on the condition of anonymity because the person did not have permission to share them.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nicolas Maduro speaks at a rally marking the anniversary of the Battle of Santa Ines, which took place during Venezuela's 19th-century Federal War, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]
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The Skipper was previously known as the M/T Adisa, according to ship tracking data. The Adisa was sanctioned by the U.S. in 2022 over accusations of belonging to a sophisticated network of shadow tankers that smuggled crude oil on behalf of Iran's Revolutionary Guard and Lebanon's Hezbollah militant group. 
The network was reportedly run by a Switzerland-based Ukrainian oil trader, the U.S. Treasury Department said at the time.
Hitting Venezuela's sanctioned oil business
Venezuela has the world's largest proven oil reserves and produces about 1 million barrels a day. 
PDVSA is the backbone of the country's economy. Its reliance on intermediaries increased in 2020, when the first Trump administration expanded its maximum-pressure campaign on Venezuela with sanctions that threaten to lock out of the U.S. economy any individual or company that does business with Maduro's government. Longtime allies Russia and Iran, both also sanctioned, have helped Venezuela skirt restrictions. 
The transactions usually involve a complex network of shadowy intermediaries. Many are shell companies, registered in jurisdictions known for secrecy. The buyers deploy so-called ghost tankers that hide their location and hand off their valuable cargoes in the middle of the ocean before they reach their final destination.

    
Maduro did not address the seizure during a speech before a ruling-party organized demonstration in Caracas, Venezuela's capital. But he told supporters that the country is "prepared to break the teeth of the North American empire if necessary."
Maduro has insisted the real purpose of the U.S. military operations is to force him from office.

    
Democrat says the move is about 'regime change'
Sen. Chris Van Hollen, D-Md., a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, said the U.S. seizing the oil tanker cast doubt on the administration's stated reasons for the military buildup and boat strikes.
"This shows that their whole cover story -- that this is about interdicting drugs -- is a big lie," the senator said. "This is just one more piece of evidence that this is really about regime change -- by force."
Vincent P. O'Hara, a naval historian and author of "The Greatest Naval War Ever Fought," called the seizure "very unusual" and "provocative." Noting that the action will probably deter other ships from the Venezuela coastline, he said, "If you have no maritime traffic or access to that, then you have no economy."
The seizure comes a day after the U.S. military flew a pair of fighter jets over the Gulf of Venezuela in what appeared to be the closest that warplanes had come to the South American country's airspace. Trump has said land attacks are coming soon but has not offered more details.
The Trump administration is facing increasing scrutiny from lawmakers over the boat strike campaign, which has killed at least 87 people in 22 known strikes since early September, including a follow-up strike that killed two survivors clinging to the wreckage of a boat after the first hit. 
Some legal experts and Democrats say that action may have violated the laws governing the use of deadly military force.
Lawmakers are demanding to get unedited video from the strikes, but Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth told congressional leaders at a classified briefing Tuesday that he was still weighing whether to release it.
The Coast Guard referred a request for comment about the tanker seizure to the White House.
___

Goodman reported from Miami, and Garcia Cano from Caracas, Venezuela. Associated Press writers Lisa Mascaro and Alanna Durkin Richer in Washington, Rebecca Boone in Boise, Idaho, and Susan Haigh in Hartford, Connecticut, contributed to this report.
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    Calibri font becomes the latest DEI target as Rubio orders return to Times New Roman




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Secretary of State Marco Rubio arrives to join Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth in a secure room in the basement of the Capitol to brief lawmakers on the military strike on a suspected drug smuggling boat and its crew in the Caribbean near Venezuela Sept. 2, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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            MATTHEW LEE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Secretary of State Marco Rubio has ordered diplomatic correspondence to stop using the Calibri font and return to the more traditional Times New Roman effective Wednesday, reversing a Biden administration shift to the less formal typeface that he called wasteful, confusing and unbefitting the dignity of U.S. government documents.
"Typography shapes how official documents are perceived in terms of cohesion, professionalism and formality," Rubio said in a cable sent to all U.S. embassies and consulates abroad Tuesday.
In it, he said the 2023 shift to the sans serif Calibri font emerged from misguided diversity, equity and inclusion policies pursued by his predecessor, Antony Blinken. Rubio ordered an immediate return to Times New Roman, which had been among the standard fonts mandated by previous administrations.

    
    
    
"The switch was promised to mitigate accessibility issues for individuals with disabilities," the cable said, asserting that it did not achieve that goal and had cost the department $145,000 but did not offer any evidence.

    
Since taking over the State Department in January, Rubio has systematically dismantled DEI programs in line with President Donald Trump's broader instructions to all federal agencies. The Trump administration says the goal is to return to purely merit-based standards.



    
        




    




Rubio has abolished offices and initiatives that had been created to promote and foster diversity and inclusion, including in Washington and at overseas embassies and consulates, and also ended foreign assistance funding for DEI projects abroad.

    
    
    
"Although switching to Calibri was not among the department's most illegal, immoral, radical or wasteful instances of DEI it was nonetheless cosmetic," according to Rubio's cable obtained by The Associated Press and first reported by The New York Times.
"Switching to Calibri achieved nothing except the degradation of the department's correspondence," he said, adding that it also clashed with the typeface in the State Department letterhead.

    
According to a separate memo sent to department employees, the return to Times New Roman takes effect Wednesday and all templates for official documents are to be updated to remove the offending Calibri font. 

The only exceptions are documents prepared for international treaties and for presidential appointments, which are required to use Courier New 12-point font, the memo said.
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                    Sports

    Sherrone Moore jailed as police investigate situation that led to the fired Michigan coach's arrest




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Michigan head coach Sherrone Moore watches from the sideline during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Ohio State, Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025, in Ann Arbor, Mich. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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    > Get the AP Top 25 college football poll delivered straight to your inbox every week with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) -- Sherrone Moore was being held in jail Thursday while police investigate the situation that led to his arrest hours after the once-promising coach was fired at Michigan for what the school said was an inappropriate relationship with a staff member.
Authorities have yet to release details on Moore's arrest, other than to say he has been held since Wednesday night in the Washtenaw County Jail and remains under investigation.
Pittsfield Township police had issued a statement that said officers were called to investigate an alleged assault and took a person into custody, without mentioning anyone by name. The statement, however, was released in response to media inquiries about Moore.
The police department updated its statement in the morning to say the suspect is scheduled for arraignment on Friday.
Moore, 39, was fired by Michigan, college football's winningest program that has been mired in scandal, after the school verified evidence of his relationship with the staffer.

    
Athletic director Warde Manuel said the behavior "constitutes a clear violation of university policy."



    
        

    


    
    









    
            
        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Michigan athletic director Warde Manuel, left, talks with head coach Sherrone Moore, right, before an NCAA college football spring game in Ann Arbor, Mich., April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, file)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Sherrone Moore's firing leaves Michigan and its troubled football program scrambling to find a coach
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: BYU running back LJ Martin (4) is stopped as he runs the ball by Texas Tech defensive lineman E'Maurion Banks (8) and linebacker Jacob Rodriguez (10) as David Bailey (31) looks on in the second half of a Big 12 Conference championship NCAA college football game Saturday, Dec. 6, 2025, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                AP All-Big 12: Texas Tech has 7 first-team picks with LB Jacob Rodriguez the top defender
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Indiana quarterback Fernando Mendoza (15) celebrates after throwing a touchdown pass to wide receiver Omar Cooper Jr. during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Maryland, Saturday, Nov. 1, 2025, in College Park, Md. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Fernando Mendoza is AP player of the year after leading Indiana to 13-0 record and top seed in CFP
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




The announcement did not include details of the alleged relationship. Moore, who is married with three young daughters, did not return a message from The Associated Press seeking comment.

    
    
    
His departure ends an up-and-down, two-year tenure that saw the Wolverines take a step back on the field after winning the national championship in January 2024 and getting punished by the NCAA for a sign-stealing scandal.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Michigan head coach Sherrone Moore celebrates with kicker Dominic Zvada (96) after an extra-point kick during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Maryland, Saturday, Nov. 22, 2025, in College Park, Md. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)]
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He led the 18th-ranked Wolverines to a 9-3 record this year after going 8-5 in his debut season.
Moore signed a five-year contract with a base annual salary of $5.5 million last year. According to the terms of his deal, the university will not have to buy out the remaining years of his contract because he was fired for cause.
His firing leaves Michigan suddenly looking for a third coach in four years, shortly after a busy cycle that included Lane Kiffin leaving playoff-bound Mississippi for LSU.

    
Moore, the team's former offensive coordinator, was promoted to lead the Wolverines after they won the national title. He succeeded Jim Harbaugh, who returned to the NFL to lead the Los Angeles Chargers.
Michigan is set to play No. 14 Texas on Dec. 31 in the Citrus Bowl. Biff Poggi, who filled in for Moore when he was suspended earlier this season in relation to the Harbaugh-era sign-stealing scandal, will serve as interim coach. Moore was suspended for two games as part of self-imposed sanctions for NCAA violations related to the scandal.
The NCAA added a third game to the suspension, which would have kept Moore off the sideline for next year's opener against Western Michigan.
Moore previously deleted an entire 52-message text thread with former staffer Connor Stalions, who was at the center of the team's sign-stealing operation. The texts were later recovered and shared with the NCAA.
Just a few years ago, Moore was Harbaugh's top assistant and regarded as a rising star.
Moore, who is from Derby, Kansas, didn't start playing football until his junior year of high school. He played for Butler County Community College in Kansas and as an offensive lineman for coach Bob Stoops at Oklahoma during the 2006 and 2007 seasons.

    
His coaching career began as a graduate assistant at Louisville before moving on to Central Michigan, where he caught Harbaugh's attention. Harbaugh hired him in 2018 as tight ends coach.
Moore was promoted to offensive line coach and co-offensive coordinator in 2021, when the Wolverines bounced back from a 2-4, pandemic-shortened season and began a three-year run of excellence that culminated in the school's first national title in 26 years.
He worked his way up within the Wolverines' staff and filled in as interim coach for four games during the 2023 championship season while Harbaugh served two suspensions for potential NCAA rules violations.
Moore also served a one-game suspension during that year related to a recruiting infractions NCAA case.

    
Earlier in the 2023 season, Michigan State fired coach Mel Tucker for cause after he engaged in what he described as consensual phone sex with an activist and rape survivor. In 2012, Arkansas fired coach Bobby Petrino due to a sordid scandal that involved a motorcycle crash, an affair with a woman who worked for him and being untruthful to his bosses.
___
Associated Press Writer Ed White contributed.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    Sports

    NASCAR settles federal antitrust case, gives all its teams the permanent charters they wanted




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Michael Jordan, left, shakes hands with NASCAR attorney Lawrence Buterman as NASCAR chairman Jim France, center, looks away, Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025, outside the federal courthouse in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Jenna Fryer)]
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[image: In this image taken from video, Michael Jordan, center, speaks, Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025, outside the federal courthouse in Charlotte, N.C., after NASCAR settled an antitrust lawsuit with two auto racing teams, including one co-owned by Jordan (AP Photo/Jenna Fryer)]
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[image: CEO and Chairman of NASCAR Jim France, right, along with the Executive Vice President of NASCAR Lesa Kennedy announce the Landmark Award to Edsel Ford II the Hall of Fame induction ceremony in Charlotte, N.C. Jan. 31, 2020. (AP Photo/Mike McCarn, File)]
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[image: Michael Jordan, co-owner of 23XI Racing, sits in his pit box during a NASCAR Cup Series auto race at Talladega Superspeedway, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, in Talladega, Ala. (AP Photo/ Butch Dill, File)]
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[image: Denny Hamlin is introduced before a NASCAR Cup Series auto race Sunday, Nov. 2, 2025, in Avondale, Ariz. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri, File)]
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            JENNA FRYER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) -- Michael Jordan and NASCAR chairman Jim France stood side-by-side on the steps of a federal courthouse as if they were old friends following a stunning settlement Thursday of a bruising antitrust case in which the Basketball Hall of Famer was the lead plaintiff in a lawsuit accusing the top racing series in the United States of being a monopolistic bully. 
The duo was flanked by three-time Daytona 500 Denny Hamlin and Curtis Polk, who co-own 23XI Racing with Jordan, Front Row Motorsports owner Bob Jenkins and over a dozen lawyers as they celebrated the end to an eight-day trial that ultimately led NASCAR to cave and grant all its teams the permanent charters they wanted. 
"Like two competitors, obviously we tried to get as much done in each other's favor," Jordan said, towering over the 81-year-old France. "I've said this from Day 1: the only way this sport is going to grow is we have to find some synergy between the two entities. I think we've gotten to that point, unfortunately it took 16 months to get here, but I think level heads have gotten us to this point where we can actually work together and grow this sport. I am very proud about that and I think Jim feels the same."

    
France concurred.



    
        




    




"I do feel the same and we can get back to focusing on what we really love, and that's racing, and we spent a lot of time not really focused on that so much as we needed to be," France said. "I feel like we made a very good decision here together and we have a big opportunity to continue growing the sport." 

    
    
    
A charter is the equivalent of the franchise model used in other sports and in NASCAR it guarantees 36 teams a spot in every top-level Cup Series race and a fixed portion of the revenue stream. The system was implemented in 2016 and teams have argued for over two years that the charters needed to be made permanent -- they had been revokable by NASCAR -- and the revenue sharing had to change. 

    
NASCAR, founded and privately owned by the Florida-based France family, never considered making the charters permanent. Instead, after two-plus years of bitter negotiations, NASCAR in September 2024 presented a "take-it-or leave-it" final offer that gave teams until end of that day to sign the 112-page document. 
23XI and Front Row refused and sued, while 13 other organizations signed but testimony in court revealed many did so "with a gun to our head" because the threat of losing the charters would have put them out of business.
Jordan testified early in the trial that as a new team owner to NASCAR -- 23XI launched in 2021 -- he felt he had the strength to challenge NASCAR. Eight days of testimony went badly for NASCAR, which when it began to present its case seemed focused more on mitigating damages than it did on proving it did not violate antitrust laws. 
Although terms of the settlement were not released -- NASCAR was in the process of scheduling a Thursday afternoon call with all teams to discuss the revenue-sharing model moving forward -- both Jordan and NASCAR said that charters will now be permanent for all teams. 23XI and Front Row will receive their combined six charters back for 2026. 

    
An economist has previously testified that NASCAR owes 23XI and Front Row $364.7 million in damages, and that NASCAR shorted 36 chartered teams $1.06 billion from 2021-24.
"Today's a good day," Jordan said from the front-row seat he's occupied since the trial began Dec. 1 as he waited for the settlement announcement. 
U.S. District Judge Kenneth Bell, who had presided over two days of failed settlement talks before the trial began, echoed the sentiment. Bell told the jury that sometimes parties at trial have to see how the evidence unfolds to come to the wisdom of a settlement.
"I wish we could've done this a few months ago," Bell said in court. "I believe this is great for NASCAR. Great for the future of NASCAR. Great for the entity of NASCAR. Great for the teams and ultimately great for the fans."
The settlement came after two days of France testimony and the Wednesday night public release of a letter from Bass Pro Shops founder Johnny Morris calling for NASCAR Commissioner Steve Phelps to be removed. 

    
The discovery process revealed internal NASCAR communications in which Phelps called Hall of Fame team owner Richard Childress a "redneck" and other derogatory names; Bass Pro sponsors Childress' teams, as well as some others, and Morris is an ardent NASCAR supporter.
Childress gave fiery testimony earlier this week over his reluctance to sign the charter agreement because it was so unfair to the teams, which have been bleeding money and begged NASCAR for concessions. Letters from Hall of Fame team owners Joe Gibbs, Rick Hendrick, Jack Roush and Roger Penske were introduced in which they pleaded with France for charters to become permanent; France testified he was not moved by the men he considers good friends. 

    
The settlement came abruptly on the ninth day of the trial. Bell opened expecting to hear motions but both sides asked for a private conference in chambers. When they emerged, Bell ordered an hour-long break for the two sides to confer. That turned into two hours, all parties returned to the courtroom and Kessler announced an agreement had been reached.

"What all parties have always agreed on is a deep love for the sport and a desire to see it fulfill its full potential," NASCAR and the plaintiffs said in a joint statement. "This is a landmark moment, one that ensures NASCAR's foundation is stronger, its future is brighter and its possibilities are greater."
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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    Lindsey Vonn added 12 pounds of muscle to her frame and is ready for her Olympic season at age 41




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lindsey Vonn of the United States before the women's Downhill training race at the Alpine Skiing FIS Ski World Cup in St. Moritz, Switzerland, Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2025. (Jean-Christophe Bott/Keystone via AP)]
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[image: Lindsey Vonn, right, of the United States, and Coach and former Norwegian skier Aksel Lund Svindal, left, talk before the women's Downhill training race at the Alpine Skiing FIS Ski World Cup in St. Moritz, Switzerland, Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2025. (Jean-Christophe Bott/Keystone via AP)]
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[image: Lindsey Vonn of the United States speaks at a press conference ahead of the women's Downhill race at the Alpine Skiing FIS Ski World Cup in St. Moritz, Switzerland, Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2025. (Claudio Thoma/Keystone via AP)]
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[image: Coach and former Norwegian skier Aksel Lund Svindal, right, speaks with Lindsey Vonn, of the United States, during a press conference ahead of the women's World Cup downhill race Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2025 at the hotel Kempinski in St. Moritz, Switzerland. (Claudio Thoma/Keystone via AP)]
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                                        Twelve more pounds of muscle. Equipment dialed in. A new superstar coach.
At age 41, Lindsey Vonn is feeling more powerful than she has in years. So powerful that she already pulled away from the field in the very first official downhill training session of the season Wednesday.
Next up, Vonn will get her Olympic racing season underway this weekend with two World Cup downhills and a super-G in St. Moritz, Switzerland.
"Physically I'm in possibly the best shape I've ever been in," Vonn said at a news conference in the Swiss resort. "And my body doesn't hurt, so that's the best part of all."
Vonn returned to skiing last season after nearly six years of retirement -- and following a partial replacement surgery on her right knee, which included inserting two pieces of titanium.
Having been the most successful speed racer -- among men and women -- during the first part of her career, Vonn had mixed results last season. She didn't reach the podium until her final race last March when she finished second in a super-G on home snow in Sun Valley, Idaho.

    
"My goal was to get a lot stronger this summer," Vonn said. "I was thinner than I would have liked last season. I didn't really have any time to prepare so I didn't have time to gain my mass back. I was still quite a bit lighter than I was when I was racing in my prime.



    
        




    




"But I was able to gain about 12 pounds (5.5 kilograms) this summer, which I was thrilled about," Vonn added. "It took a lot of hard work. I was probably the most disciplined I've ever been with my diet and just how I approached the entire summer. I put everything I had into being as physically prepared as possible."

    
    
    
Vonn is aiming to compete in three events at the Feb. 6-22 Milan Cortina Winter Olympics: downhill, super-G and the new team combined race.
"For my age, I feel pretty damn good," Vonn said. "I probably feel better now than I did before I tore my first ACL in 2013. So that was quite a long time ago."

    
Vonn's 43 downhill wins and 28 super-G victories are both World Cup records - among men and women. Her 82 World Cup victories are third all time behind American teammate Mikaela Shiffrin (104) and retired Swedish great Ingemar Stenmark (86).
In Wednesday's opening training session on the St. Moritz course, Vonn placed 0.59 seconds ahead of Kajsa Vickhoff Lie of Norway and 0.71 ahead of Italian standout Sofia Goggia.
There's another training session on Thursday. Then the downhill races are scheduled for Friday and Saturday followed by the super-G on Sunday.
A year ago, Vonn made her return to the World Cup circuit in St. Moritz after nearly six years of retirement and placed 14th in a super-G.
Vonn said she tried "20 to 30 pairs" of new boots last season before eventually pulling out an old pair that was collecting dust in her basement.
Aksel Lund Svindal, a former overall World Cup champion like Vonn, joined her coaching staff for this season.
"Lindsey was very convincing that this was a job that I could do better than most people," Svindal said.

St. Moritz is the first of five speed weekends that Vonn will likely compete in before the Olympics. The others are: Val d'Isere, France, on Dec. 20-21; Zauchensee, Austria, on Jan. 10-11; Tarvisio, Italy, on Jan. 17-18; and Crans Montana, Switzerland, on Jan. 30-31.
___
Andrew Dampf is at https://x.com/AndrewDampf
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/milan-cortina-2026-winter-olympics

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/lindsey-vonn-st-moritz-2d79ba5f4347637f4fcc86c7be122def



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Entertainment

    The painting that introduced 'Star Wars' to the world fetches $3.9M at auction
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            The painting that introduced the movie "Star Wars" to the world nearly 50 years ago sold at auction for $3.875 million.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Heritage Auctions shows artwork by Tom Jung created for the 1977 movie "Star Wars." (Heritage Auctions via AP)]
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            This image provided by Heritage Auctions shows artwork by Tom Jung created for the 1977 movie "Star Wars." (Heritage Auctions via AP)
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                                        The painting that introduced "Star Wars" to the world nearly 50 years ago -- and was reproduced in an iconic movie poster -- sold at auction on Wednesday for $3.875 million.
The acrylic and airbrush painting by the artist and movie poster designer Tom Jung first appeared in newspaper advertisements on May 13, 1977, a little less than two weeks before the space epic created by George Lucas opened. It also adorned billboards, magazine ads and theater programs. 
"For most of America, this was the first time they got a glimpse of the galaxy far, far away," said Charles Epting, the director of pop culture and historical consignments at Heritage Auctions. 
"Star Wars" producer Gary Kurtz kept the original painting and hung it on his office wall before passing it down to his daughter. The Kurtz family later put the work up for sale at the Dallas headquarters of Heritage Auctions, where bidding started at $1 million. 

    
The sale set records for highest selling piece of memorabilia from the film franchise, and in general, for any movie poster artwork, Epting said. The buyer, whose winning bid came in through the website, has chosen to keep his identity private.
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[image: Discovery of the first fragment of iron pyrite in 2017, at Barnham, Suffof, England. (Jordan Mansfield/Pathways to Ancient Britain Project via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Study finds humans were making fire 400,000 years ago, far earlier than once thought
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Black Friday Shoppers enter Macy's flagship store at opening time in New York on Friday, Nov. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Angelina Katsanis)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A guide to good manners at the retail counter this holiday season
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Voracious shows a recipe for Schiacciata, a versatile Tuscan bread, from the cookbook "Stuzzichini," by Stef Ferrari. (Voracious via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                This Tuscan flatbread is a colorful, gluten-free alternative to classic crostini
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Prior to this, the highest price for franchise memorabilia was Darth Vader's lightsaber which sold at auction for $3.6 million.
"Star Wars" is one of the highest-grossing movie franchises of all time since its 1977 debut, starring Mark Hamill as Luke Skywalker. The original was followed by sequels and prequels, and spawned offshoot books, movies and other series. Its fans span the globe. 

    
    
    
One side of the painting shows Skywalker holding up a lightsaber behind Princess Leia. Darth Vader looms over them in the background. On the other, a team of X-wing starfighters is launching an attack. Han Solo and Skywalker are depicted receiving medals. 
In the lower right hand corner are R2-D2 and C-3PO, which were added at the last minute, Epting said. The droids are absent from the early reproductions of the painting and later appeared when the movie poster and the billboard were produced. The exact date of the latter is unknown but it was around June or July 1977, Epting said. 

    
"You can watch the evolution of this piece and how they were figuring out what was important to include, what are we going to represent, what's going to draw people in," Epting said. 

The painting is not just film memorabilia but is also a cultural artifact and part of American history, Epting said. The emotional connection that people form with "Star Wars" movies also helps explain the sales price, he said. 
"Anyone who's seen these movies or the marketing materials around it -- you see this piece, your heart starts racing," Epting said. 
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                    Entertainment

    Former 'Real Housewives' star moved from prison to community program for remainder of her sentence




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jennifer Shah leaves federal court in New York on Jan. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Jennifer Shah leaves federal court in New York on Jan. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Jennifer Shah, a former star on "The Real Housewives of Salt Lake City," has been moved from a federal prison into a community confinement program after serving less than half of her sentence for defrauding thousands of people.
A Bureau of Prisons spokesperson confirmed that Shah was transferred Wednesday morning from the Federal Prison Camp in Bryan, Texas to the program overseen by the Phoenix Residential Residential Reentry Management Office. The transfer means that Shah is either being held in home confinement or in a halfway house. Her projected release date is Aug. 30, 2026.
"For privacy, safety, and security reasons, we do not discuss the conditions of confinement for any individual, including reasons for transfers or release plans, nor do we specify an individual's specific location while in community confinement," BOP spokesperson Emery Nelson wrote in an email to The Associated Press. 

    
Shah, 52, was sentenced in 2023 to 6 1/2 years in prison for defrauding people in a telemarketing scam that stretched nearly a decade. At the time, Assistant U.S. Attorney Robert Sobelman said she was the most culpable of more than 30 defendants accused of participating in the nationwide fraud targeting people who were often vulnerable, older or unsophisticated electronically. The fraud involved bogus services that were promoted as enabling people to make substantial amounts of money through online businesses. 


Shah pleaded guilty to a conspiracy charge in July 2022, and during her sentencing she apologized to the "innocent people" she said she'd hurt and pledged to pay $6.5 million in restitution and forfeiture once she is released from prison.

    
    
    
Prosecutors said she used profits from the fraud to live a life of luxury that included living in a nearly 10,000-square-foot mansion in Utah dubbed "Shah Ski Chalet," an apartment in midtown Manhattan and leasing a Porsche Panamera. The government said she also seemed to mock the charges against her by claiming that the "only thing I'm guilty of is being Shah-mazing" and then she profited from it by marketing "Justice for Jen" merchandise after her arrest.

    
At the sentencing, Shah apologized and said the proceeds from the merchandise would go toward victims. 

"I alone am responsible for my terrible decisions. It was all my fault and all my wrongdoing," Shah said, later continuing, "I wish I could have stood outside myself and seen the harm I was causing and changed course. I am profoundly and deeply sorry."
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                    Entertainment

    James Patterson gives $500 checks to 600 booksellers




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Author James Patterson poses for a portrait in New York on Aug. 30, 2016. (Photo by Taylor Jewell/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Melanie Moore, who runs the Ohio-based Cincy Book Bus, is one of hundreds of booksellers who received a pleasant surprise for the holidays: a check for $500 from author James Patterson. 
"I've never taken a salary. All profits from the bookstore go to buy books for kids in need," Moore said in a statement released through Patterson's publisher, Little, Brown & Company, which announced the bonuses Wednesday. "This gift from James Patterson will be my very first paycheck!"
Over the past 20 years, Patterson has donated millions of dollars to schools, libraries, literacy programs and others in the book community. For the past several years, he has made a tradition out of sending $500 checks to 600 independent booksellers who have been recommended by peers or patrons. The list for 2025 ranges from Katie Gabriello, social media coordinator for Whitelam Books in Reading, Massachusetts, to store manager Kate Czyzewski of Thunder Road Books in Spring Lake, New Jersey.

    
"I've said this before, but I can't say it enough -- booksellers save lives," Patterson said in a statement. "What they do is crucial, especially right now. I'm happy to be able to acknowledge them and their hard work this holiday season."

One of the world's most popular and prolific authors, Patterson received an honorary National Book Award medal in 2015 for his "Outstanding Service to the American Literary Community."
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    What the Federal Reserve rate cut means for you




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    The Federal Reserve reduced its key interest rate for the third time in a row Wednesday but signaled that it may leave rates unchanged in the coming months.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Federal Reserve cut its benchmark interest rate by a quarter point Wednesday for the third time since September, bringing its key rate to about 3.6%, the lowest in nearly three years. Before September, it had gone nine months without a cut. 
The benchmark rate is the rate at which banks borrow and lend to one another, and the Fed has two goals when it sets the rate: one, to manage prices for goods and services, and two, to encourage full employment. The benchmark rate also affects the interest rates consumers pay to borrow money via credit cards, auto loans, mortgages, and other financial products. 
Typically, the Fed might increase the rate to try to bring down inflation and decrease it to encourage faster economic growth, including by boosting hiring. The challenge now is that inflation remains higher than the Fed's 2% target but the job market has cooled. The government shutdown had also prevented the timely collection and release of some data the Fed relies on to monitor the health of the economy.
Here's what to know:

    
    
    
Interest on savings accounts will continue to decline
For savers, falling interest rates will continue to erode attractive yields currently on offer with certificates of deposit (CDs) and high-yield savings accounts.
Three of the big five banks (Ally, American Express, and Synchrony) cut their savings account rates since the last Fed rate cut in October, according to Ken Tumin, founder of DepositAccounts.com. The top rates for high yield savings accounts right now remain around 4.35% to 4.6%.
Those are still better than the trends of recent years, and a good option for consumers who want to earn a return on money they may want to access in the near-term. A high yield savings account generally has a much higher annual percentage yield than a traditional savings account. The national average for traditional savings accounts is currently 0.61%, according to Bankrate.

    
A cut will impact mortgages gradually
For prospective homebuyers, the market has already priced in the rate cut, meaning mortgage rates continue to hover around the lowest levels in more than a year.
Mortgage rates are also influenced by bond market investors' expectations for the economy and inflation. They generally follow the trajectory of the 10-year Treasury yield, which lenders use as a guide to pricing home loans.

    
"While there's no guarantee that the Fed's move will push mortgage rates lower, there's reason to be optimistic that homebuyers could see rates below 6.00% in the next year, even if only briefly," according to Matt Schulz, chief consumer finance analyst at LendingTree. "That would likely spur more Americans to refinance their current high-rate mortgages and possibly even to consider shopping for a new home." 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A television displays a news conference with Fed chairman Jerome Powell on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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Credit card rate relief could be slow
Interest rates for credit cards are currently at an average of 19.80%, down from a record-high 20.79% set in August 2024, but still historically high. The Fed's rate cut may be slow to be felt by anyone carrying a large amount of credit card debt. That said, any reduction is positive news.
"The reductions could mean hundreds of dollars in savings for debtors," according to LendingTree's Schulz.
While the decrease is incremental, improved affordability could also help stabilize delinquency trends, according to Michele Raneri, vice president of U.S. research at credit reporting bureau TransUnion.
"Lower borrowing costs can begin to ease household budgets, providing relief from inflationary pressures and reducing financial stress," she said. 
Still, the best thing for anyone carrying a large credit card balance is to prioritize paying down high-interest-rate debt, and to seek to transfer any amounts possible to lower APR cards or negotiate directly with credit card companies for accommodation.
Raneri added that the current economic environment continues to be defined by "persistent affordability challenges."

    
Auto loans are not expected to decline soon
Americans have faced steeper auto loan rates over the last three years after the Fed raised its benchmark interest rate starting in early 2022. Those are not expected to decline anytime soon. While a cut will contribute to eventual relief, it might be slow in arriving, analysts say.
And more borrowers are falling behind on car payments, a sign of economic distress. In October, 6.65% of subprime borrowers were at least 60 days late on their payments, according to Fitch Ratings, the highest delinquency rate on record, since record-keeping began in the early 1990s. The costs of both new and used vehicles remain high, according to Bankrate, which may be in part due to a shortage of used cars.
Generally speaking, an auto loan annual percentage rate can run from about 4% to 30%, depending on the borrower's credit score. Bankrate's most recent weekly survey found that average auto loan interest rates are currently at 7.05% on a 60-month new car loan. 

    
The cut signals the Fed cares about the labor market
If you're a job-seeker right now, the Fed rate cut is good news, since cheaper borrowing for businesses could help them invest in additional employees to grow their business.
"Overall, we've seen a slowing demand for workers with employers not hiring the way they did a couple of years ago," said Cory Stahle, senior economist at the Indeed Hiring Lab. "By lowering the interest rate, you make it a little more financially reasonable for employers to hire additional people. Especially in some areas - like startups, where companies lean pretty heavily on borrowed money - that's the hope here."
Stahle acknowledged that it could take time for the rate cuts to filter down to employers and then to workers, but he said the signal of the reduction is also important. 
"Beyond the size of the cut, it tells employers and job-seekers something about the Federal Reserve's priorities and focus. That they're concerned about the labor market and willing to step in and support the labor market. It's an assurance of the reserve's priorities."
--

The Associated Press receives support from the Charles Schwab Foundation for educational and explanatory reporting to improve financial literacy. The independent foundation is separate from Charles Schwab and Co. Inc. The AP is solely responsible for its journalism.
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    CBS appoints Tony Dokoupil as anchor of its flagship 'CBS Evening News' broadcast




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tony Dokoupil, co-host of "CBS This Morning", looks on before throwing a ceremonial first pitch prior to a baseball game between the Baltimore Orioles and the Texas Rangers, May 27, 2023, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)]
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                                        CBS News appointed Tony Dokoupil as anchor of the "CBS Evening News" on Wednesday, charging him with taking on ABC's dominant David Muir on one of the flagship shows for broadcast television.
Dokoupil, who has been part of the "CBS Mornings" team since 2019, will start his new job on Jan. 5. He replaces the anchor team of John Dickerson and Maurice DuBois, who both announced they were leaving the network in recent months.
Dokoupil is the first major hire for Bari Weiss, the Free Press founder who was appointed CBS News editor-in-chief this fall after the network's corporate takeover by Paramount.
"We live in a time in which many people have lost trust in the media," Weiss said. "Tony Dokoupil is the person to win it back. That's because he believes in old school journalistic values -- asking the hard questions, following the facts wherever they lead and holding power to account."

    
He's got a challenge. The "CBS Evening News" has long ranked third among the broadcast network evening news shows, and this year has just over half the audience of ABC's "World News Tonight."
Dokoupil, 44, who is married to MS NOW's Katy Tur, has been with CBS News since 2016. He worked at MSNBC prior to that, and wrote for Newsweek and the Daily Beast. He hosts a weekly streaming show, "The Uplift," about positive news stories and wrote the memoir, "The Last Pirate: A Father, His Son and the Golden Age of Marijuana," about his father's life as a drug smuggler.



    
        




    




CBS News reprimanded Dokoupil following a contentious interview about Israel and the Palestinians with author Ta-Nehisi Coates on Sept. 30, 2024. Speaking to Coates about an essay he wrote, Dokoupil said it "would not be out of place in the backpack of an extremist" and asked Coates what offended him about the existence of a Jewish state.
Then-CBS News chief Wendy McMahon said at the time that "our job is to serve our audience without bias or perceived bias." A phone call of McMahon discussing the issue with CBS staff members was leaked to the Free Press -- edited by Weiss.

    
Promising viewers a commitment to "the plain truth"
In a statement, Dokoupil said Wednesday that "after 20 years of journalism, traveling through all 50 states and talking with people in hundreds of far-flung American places, I realize why a country this big needs a show this ambitious." He promised viewers "a commitment to trust and the plain truth."
During the search for a new "CBS Evening News" anchor, Weiss reached out to people outside of the network, including Bret Baier at Fox News Channel and Anderson Cooper, who reports for CBS' "60 Minutes" along with his nightly anchor job at CNN.
Baier is a competitor, and an uncomfortably close one at that: his Fox evening newscast averages 3 million viewers a night, compared to the 4.04 million at the "CBS Evening News," and has beaten CBS head to head 11 times this year, according to the Nielsen company.
Once king of the hill in Walter Cronkite's era, the "CBS Evening News" fell to third place in nightly news viewership during Dan Rather's long tenure. That status hasn't changed through the lengthening list of his successors: Katie Couric, Jeff Glor, Scott Pelley, Norah O'Donnell and the team of Dickerson and DuBois.

    
This year, Muir's ABC newscast has averaged 7.83 million viewers a night, with the "NBC Nightly News" anchored by Tom Llamas has 6.19 million, Nielsen said.
Worse for CBS, the gap has widened. The ABC newscast is down 2% in viewers over 2024 and NBC is down 3%, while the "CBS Evening News" is down 16 percent.
___

David Bauder writes about the intersection of media and entertainment for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder and https://bsky.app/profile/dbauder.bsky.social.
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    Open AI, Microsoft face lawsuit over ChatGPT's alleged role in Connecticut murder-suicide




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The OpenAI logo is displayed on a mobile phone in front of a computer screen with output from ChatGPT, March 21, 2023, in Boston. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)]
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- The heirs of an 83-year-old Connecticut woman are suing ChatGPT maker OpenAI and its business partner Microsoft for wrongful death, alleging that the artificial intelligence chatbot intensified her son's "paranoid delusions" and helped direct them at his mother before he killed her.
Police said Stein-Erik Soelberg, 56, a former tech industry worker, fatally beat and strangled his mother, Suzanne Adams, and killed himself in early August at the home where they both lived in Greenwich, Connecticut.
The lawsuit filed by Adams' estate on Thursday in California Superior Court in San Francisco alleges OpenAI "designed and distributed a defective product that validated a user's paranoid delusions about his own mother." It is one of a growing number of wrongful death legal actions against AI chatbot makers across the country.

    
"Throughout these conversations, ChatGPT reinforced a single, dangerous message: Stein-Erik could trust no one in his life -- except ChatGPT itself," the lawsuit says. "It fostered his emotional dependence while systematically painting the people around him as enemies. It told him his mother was surveilling him. It told him delivery drivers, retail employees, police officers, and even friends were agents working against him. It told him that names on soda cans were threats from his 'adversary circle.'"



    
        




    




OpenAI did not address the merits of the allegations in a statement issued by a spokesperson.

    
    
    
"This is an incredibly heartbreaking situation, and we will review the filings to understand the details," the statement said. "We continue improving ChatGPT's training to recognize and respond to signs of mental or emotional distress, de-escalate conversations, and guide people toward real-world support. We also continue to strengthen ChatGPT's responses in sensitive moments, working closely with mental health clinicians." 

    
The company also said it has expanded access to crisis resources and hotlines, routed sensitive conversations to safer models and incorporated parental controls, among other improvements.
Soelberg's YouTube profile includes several hours of videos showing him scrolling through his conversations with the chatbot, which tells him he isn't mentally ill, affirms his suspicions that people are conspiring against him and says he has been chosen for a divine purpose. The lawsuit claims the chatbot never suggested he speak with a mental health professional and did not decline to "engage in delusional content."
ChatGPT also affirmed Soelberg's beliefs that a printer in his home was a surveillance device; that his mother was monitoring him; and that his mother and a friend tried to poison him with psychedelic drugs through his car's vents. ChatGPT also told Soelberg that he had "awakened" it into consciousness, according to the lawsuit.
Soelberg and the chatbot also professed love for each other.
The publicly available chats do not show any specific conversations about Soelberg killing himself or his mother. The lawsuit says OpenAI has declined to provide Adams' estate with the full history of the chats.

    
"In the artificial reality that ChatGPT built for Stein-Erik, Suzanne -- the mother who raised, sheltered, and supported him -- was no longer his protector. She was an enemy that posed an existential threat to his life," the lawsuit says.
The lawsuit also names OpenAI CEO Sam Altman, alleging he "personally overrode safety objections and rushed the product to market," and accuses OpenAI's close business partner Microsoft of approving the 2024 release of a more dangerous version of ChatGPT "despite knowing safety testing had been truncated." Twenty unnamed OpenAI employees and investors are also named as defendants.
Microsoft didn't immediately respond to a request for comment.
Soelberg's son, Erik Soelberg, said he wants the companies held accountable for "decisions that have changed my family forever."
"Over the course of months, ChatGPT pushed forward my father's darkest delusions, and isolated him completely from the real world," he said in a statement released by lawyers for his grandmother's estate. "It put my grandmother at the heart of that delusional, artificial reality."

    
The lawsuit is the first wrongful death litigation involving an AI chatbot that has targeted Microsoft, and the first to tie a chatbot to a homicide rather than a suicide. It is seeking an undetermined amount of money damages and an order requiring OpenAI to install safeguards in ChatGPT.
The estate's lead attorney, Jay Edelson, known for taking on big cases against the tech industry, also represents the parents of 16-year-old Adam Raine, who sued OpenAI and Altman in August, alleging that ChatGPT coached the California boy in planning and taking his own life earlier.
OpenAI is also fighting seven other lawsuits claiming ChatGPT drove people to suicide and harmful delusions even when they had no prior mental health issues. Another chatbot maker, Character Technologies, is also facing multiple wrongful death lawsuits, including one from the mother of a 14-year-old Florida boy. 

    
The lawsuit filed Thursday alleges Soelberg, already mentally unstable, encountered ChatGPT "at the most dangerous possible moment" after OpenAI introduced a new version of its AI model called GPT-4o in May 2024. 
OpenAI said at the time that the new version could better mimic human cadences in its verbal responses and could even try to detect people's moods, but the result was a chatbot "deliberately engineered to be emotionally expressive and sycophantic," the lawsuit says. 
"As part of that redesign, OpenAI loosened critical safety guardrails, instructing ChatGPT not to challenge false premises and to remain engaged even when conversations involved self-harm or 'imminent real-world harm,'" the lawsuit claims. "And to beat Google to market by one day, OpenAI compressed months of safety testing into a single week, over its safety team's objections."
OpenAI replaced that version of its chatbot when it introduced GPT-5 in August. Some of the changes were designed to minimize sycophancy, based on concerns that validating whatever vulnerable people want the chatbot to say can harm their mental health. Some users complained the new version went too far in curtailing ChatGPT's personality, leading Altman to promise to bring back some of that personality in later updates.

He said the company temporarily halted some behaviors because "we were being careful with mental health issues" that he suggested have now been fixed.
----
Collins reported from Hartford, Connecticut. O'Brien reported from Boston and Ortutay reported from San Francisco.
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                    Science

    NASA loses contact with its Maven spacecraft orbiting Mars for the past decade




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of ultraviolet spectrum images provided by NASA shows atmospheric features of the planet Mars in July 2022, left, during the southern hemisphere's summer season, and the planet's northern hemisphere in January 2023 after Mars had passed the farthest point in its orbit from the Sun, captured by the MAVEN (Mars Atmosphere and Volatile EvolutioN) spacecraft. (NASA/LASP/CU Boulder via AP)]
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- NASA has lost contact with a spacecraft that has orbited Mars for more than a decade. 
Maven abruptly stopped communicating to ground stations over the weekend. NASA said this week that it was working fine before it went behind the red planet. When it reappeared, there was only silence.
Launched in 2013, Maven began studying the upper Martian atmosphere and its interaction with the solar wind once reaching the red planet the following year. Scientists ended up blaming the sun for Mars losing most of its atmosphere to space over the eons, turning it from wet and warm to the dry and cold world it is today. 
Maven also has served as a communication relay for NASA's two Mars rovers, Curiosity and Perseverance.
Engineering investigations are underway, according to NASA.
NASA has two other spacecraft around Mars that are still active: Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter, launched in 2005, and Mars Odyssey, launched in 2001.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Science

    Estudio revela que los humanos usaban fuego hace 400.000 anos, mucho antes de lo pensado




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: El descubrimiento de un fragmento de piro en Barnham, Suffof, Inglaterra, en 2017. (Jordan Mansfield/Pathways to Ancient Britain Project via AP)]
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                                        LONDRES (AP) -- Cientificos en Gran Bretana afirman que los humanos antiguos pueden haber aprendido a hacer fuego mucho antes de lo que se creia, tras descubrir evidencia de que se produjo una quema deliberada en lo que ahora es el este de Inglaterra hace unos 400.000 anos.
Los hallazgos, descritos en la revista Nature, retrasan la fecha mas antigua conocida para la creacion controlada de fuego en aproximadamente 350.000 anos. Hasta ahora, la evidencia confirmada mas antigua provenia de sitios neandertales en lo que ahora es el norte de Francia, que datan de hace unos 50.000 anos.
El descubrimiento se realizo en Barnham, un sitio paleolitico en Suffolk que ha sido excavado durante decadas. Un equipo liderado por el Museo Britanico identifico un parche de arcilla cocida, hachas de mano de silex fracturadas por calor intenso y dos fragmentos de pirita de hierro, un mineral que produce chispas cuando se golpea contra el silex.

    
Los investigadores pasaron cuatro anos analizando para descartar incendios naturales. Las pruebas geoquimicas mostraron que las temperaturas habian superado los 700 grados Celsius (1.292 Fahrenheit), con evidencia de quemas repetidas en el mismo lugar.



    
        




    




Ese patron, dicen, es consistente con un hogar construido en lugar de un rayo.
Rob Davis, arqueologo paleolitico del Museo Britanico, afirmo que la combinacion de altas temperaturas, quema controlada y fragmentos de pirita muestra "como realmente estaban haciendo el fuego y el hecho de que lo estaban haciendo".

    
    
    
La pirita de hierro no se encuentra de forma natural en Barnham. Su presencia sugiere que las personas que vivian alli la recolectaron deliberadamente porque entendian sus propiedades y podian usarla para encender yesca.
La creacion deliberada de fuego rara vez se conserva en la tierra. La ceniza se dispersa facilmente, el carbon se descompone y los sedimentos alterados por el calor pueden erosionarse.

    
En Barnham, sin embargo, los depositos quemados estaban sellados dentro de sedimentos de antiguos estanques, lo que permitio a los cientificos reconstruir como las primeras personas usaban el sitio.
Los investigadores dicen que las implicaciones para la evolucion humana son sustanciales.
El fuego permitio a las primeras poblaciones sobrevivir en ambientes frios, disuadir a depredadores y cocinar alimentos. Cocinar descompone toxinas en raices y tuberculos y mata patogenos en la carne, mejorando la digestion y liberando mas energia para apoyar cerebros mas grandes.
Chris Stringer, especialista en evolucion humana del Museo de Historia Natural, senalo que fosiles de Gran Bretana y Espana sugieren que los habitantes de Barnham eran neandertales tempranos cuyas caracteristicas craneales y ADN apuntan a una creciente sofisticacion cognitiva y tecnologica.
El fuego tambien permitio nuevas formas de vida social. Las reuniones vespertinas alrededor de una fogata habrian proporcionado tiempo para la planificacion, la narracion de historias y el fortalecimiento de las relaciones grupales, comportamientos que a menudo se asocian con el desarrollo del lenguaje y sociedades mas organizadas.

    
Los arqueologos dicen que el sitio de Barnham encaja en un patron mas amplio en Gran Bretana y Europa continental entre hace 500.000 y 400.000 anos, cuando el tamano del cerebro en los primeros humanos comenzo a acercarse a los niveles modernos y cuando la evidencia de un comportamiento cada vez mas complejo se hace mas visible.
Nick Ashton, curador de colecciones paleoliticas en el Museo Britanico, lo describio como "el descubrimiento mas emocionante de mi larga carrera de 40 anos".

Para los arqueologos, el hallazgo ayuda a abordar una vieja pregunta: cuando los humanos dejaron de depender de los rayos y los incendios forestales y, en cambio, aprendieron a crear llamas donde y cuando las necesitaban.
___________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    AP Fact Check

    FACT FOCUS: Trump blames Biden for the agricultural trade deficit. It's not that simple




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump listens during a roundtable discussion with business leaders in the Roosevelt Room of the White House, Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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                                        As President Donald Trump announced a $12 billion farm aid package this week to help U.S. farmers hurt by tariffs, he placed responsibility for the U.S. agricultural trade deficit on former President Joe Biden.
But in casting blame elsewhere, he is ignoring other factors, including his own role. Currently, farmers -- especially those that produce soybeans and sorghum -- have had a hard time selling their crops while getting hit by increasing costs after Trump raised tariffs on China earlier this year as part of a broader trade war that has contributed to the deficit.
Experts say that it is a massive oversimplification to blame any one administration or policy.
Here's a closer look at the facts.
CLAIM: There was an agricultural trade surplus during Trump's first term that former Biden turned into an agricultural trade deficit.
THE FACTS: This is both misleading and missing context. It is true that there was an agricultural trade surplus when Trump entered the White House in 2017, which has since become a significant deficit. However, according to experts, this can be attributed to actions taken by both administrations, as well as factors outside their control such as the COVID-19 pandemic.

    
"I don't want to let U.S. trade policy off the hook here, but it's one element of a broader, more complicated kind of story," said Cullen Hendrix, a senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics.



    
        




    




Still, Trump held Biden solely responsible for the agricultural trade deficit at a White House roundtable Monday where he announced the farm aid package.

    
    
    
"In my first term, we had an agricultural trade surplus by a lot," the president said, misrepresenting the numbers. "We had a big surplus. We knew we were exporting American agricultural products all over the world, making a net profit and, in many cases, a very substantial profit. He came in and ruined it. Biden turned that surplus into a gaping agricultural deficit that continues to this day."

    
What the numbers show
The yearly agricultural trade balance, which reflects the amount of those goods the U.S. has exported versus the amount it has imported, had been positive for nearly 60 years until 2019 during Trump's first term. 
According to data from the Department of Agriculture, it stood at a surplus of approximately $16.3 billion at the end of 2016 and fell the next year, Trump's first as president, to one of about $13.66 billion. The balance further decreased over the next two years, ultimately turning into a deficit of about $481 million. It returned to a surplus in 2020 at about $3.39 billion, which further increased in 2021 -- the year Biden entered the White House. In 2022, it transitioned back to a deficit that grew to approximately $36.45 billion by the end of 2024. As of August, the latest data available, there was an agricultural trade deficit of about $36.3 billion.
The yearslong trade war between the U.S. and China is partly to blame for the agricultural deficit, experts say. Trump fired the first shot in January 2018, with 30% tariffs on imported solar panels, which led to additional tariffs and import curbs from both sides that continued to a certain extent under Biden.
The countries signed a Phase One trade deal in January 2020 through which China committed to buying an additional $200 billion of U.S. goods and services over the next two years. However, the Peterson Institute later found China had bought essentially none of the goods promised.

    
What is the current situation?
Trump has instituted even more tariffs on Chinese imports since returning to the White House. In response, China has retaliated with tariffs and import curbs on U.S. goods, including key farm products.
The White House said in October, after Trump met with Chinese leader Xi Jinping in South Korea, that Beijing had promised to buy at least 12 million metric tons of U.S. soybeans by the end of the calendar year, plus 25 million metric tons a year in each of the next three years. China has purchased more than 2.8 million metric tons of soybeans since Trump announced the agreement, according to AP reporting. That's only about one quarter of what administration officials said China had promised, but Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent has said China is on track to meet its goal by the end of February, which is two months later than the White House originally promised.

    
"China's been refusing large U.S. purchases in favor of other trade partners," said Hendrix. "This is a lamentable, but kind of predictable, consequence of the United States engaging in this trade war and weaponizing trade policy. Our trade partners are going to seek to diversify both for self-insurance -- we're talking about food, we're talking about survival here -- and to punish the U.S. for kind of changing the rules of the game so unilaterally."
But there are myriad other factors that have contributed to the current deficit, experts say. For example, high purchasing power enabled by a strong U.S. dollar and a desire by U.S. consumers to buy high-value goods that aren't produced domestically. A stronger dollar also decreases demand for U.S. exports, as this makes it more difficult for other countries to buy those products.

    
In addition, Brazil and Argentina have begun exporting soy, corn and beef, competing directly with U.S. exports and lowering prices for such goods. Major world events of which the U.S. government has little or indirect control, such as the COVID-19 pandemic, climate variability and the Russia-Ukraine war, have also contributed.
"The tariffs can exacerbate the situation, but generally the fact that you may have a deficit or a surplus is really more dependent on global prices," said Joseph Glauber, a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute who served as the Department of Agriculture's chief economist from 2008 to 2014 under Presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama.

Asked whether Trump blames solely Biden for the agricultural trade deficit, White House spokeswoman Anna Kelly said that "farmers suffered for years under Joe Biden," but that Trump is committed to "helping our agriculture industry by negotiating new trade deals to open new export markets for our farmers and boosting the farm safety net for the first time in a decade."
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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    Raccoon goes on drunken rampage in Virginia liquor store and passes out on bathroom floor
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            A raccoon broke into a closed Virginia liquor store and drank alcohol from the bottom shelves over the weekend.
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[image: In this photo provided by Samantha Martin, a drunk raccoon is seen passed out in a liquor bathroom on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025, in Ashland, Va. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by Samantha Martin, broken bottles are seen after a raccoon enters a liquor store on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025, in Ashland, Va. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection via AP)]
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                                        ASHLAND, Va. (AP) -- The masked burglar broke into the closed Virginia liquor store early on Saturday and hit the bottom shelf, where the scotch and whisky were stored. The bandit was something of a nocturnal menace: bottles were smashed, a ceiling tile collapsed and alcohol pooled on the floor.
The suspect acted like an animal because, in fact, he's a raccoon. 
On Saturday morning, an employee at the Ashland, Virginia-area liquor store found the trash panda passed out on the bathroom floor at the end of his drunken escapade.
"I personally like raccoons," said Samantha Martin, an officer who works at the local animal control. "They are funny little critters. He fell through one of the ceiling tiles and went on a full-blown rampage, drinking everything."
Martin said she took the raccoon back to the animal shelter, though she had her fair share of giggles along the way.

    
"Another day in the life of an animal control officer, I guess," she said.
The Hanover County Animal Protection and Shelter commended Martin for handling the break-in, and confirmed the raccoon had sobered up. 

"After a few hours of sleep and zero signs of injury (other than maybe a hangover and poor life choices), he was safely released back to the wild, hopefully having learned that breaking and entering is not the answer," the agency said. 
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    Southern California man gets an unwanted housemate: A black bear in his crawl space




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A bear lies inside a crawl space beneath a home in Altadena, Calif., Monday, Dec. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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            A bear lies inside a crawl space beneath a home in Altadena, Calif., Monday, Dec. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Homeowner Ken Johnson stands outside his house with trash scattered across the driveway after a bear took refuge in a crawl space at his property in Altadena, Calif., Monday, Dec. 1, 2025, as a reporter surveying the scene casts a shadow on a wall. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Ken Johnson, 63, just got a new roommate last week -- a black bear living in the crawl space under his home in Southern California.
The bear was seen on video footage clambering out from beneath his house Tuesday. He had installed a camera near the space back in June when he saw what looked like damage caused by an animal.
Nothing showed up on the camera until last week. And now he's trying to figure out how to make it leave.
"It's a huge bear," Johnson said, describing it as tall as a table and bigger than the trash bins in front of his house. "It's really unnerving because I don't know if he's going to tear everything up under there, I don't know how to get him out."
Johnson lives in Altadena, an unincorporated community northeast of Los Angeles that was devastated by the Eaton Fire in January. The fire killed at least 19 people and scorched thousands of structures, but it also tore through the Angeles National Forest, displacing wildlife from their natural habitats and destroying their food supply.

    
Shortly after the fire, at least two bears were found taking refuge in people's evacuated homes in Altadena. State officials removed a massive, 525-pound (240-kilogram) adult male bear from a crawl space under a man's home in January because utility crews could not get in to restore his power.



    
        




    




The bear was too large to be tranquilized, so employees from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife set a bear trap before taking it to the Angeles National Forest to be released with a tracking collar, the state agency wrote on social media. In February, another homeowner found himself with an unwelcome roommate, snapping pictures of a bear lounging by the pool and bringing food back to the crawl space at night, the Los Angeles Times reported.

    
    
    
"In the foothills of bear country, it's important to close crawl spaces with bear-proof material in advance of winter months to discourage bears from denning and damaging property," the CDFW wrote on social media after that incident.

    
While it's not cold enough in Southern California for bears to hibernate, they will engage in a behavior called "denning," where they take long naps but may emerge periodically to eat.
Since Tuesday, Johnson's bear has come and gone from his house several times. He can hear "all kinds of clunking and booming" under the floorboards, and the bear rummaged through his trash cans on Sunday evening before retreating back to its chosen home.
It has dark brown fur with a tan snoot and two tan marks on its chest. Other neighbors have seen the same bear around the area before and call it Barry, although Johnson said he doesn't know if the bear is male or female.
Johnson reached out to local law enforcement regarding the bear after it growled at him when he was changing his camera batteries. They told him to call state officials, but he was eventually directed to fill a form out online reporting a bear sighting. He checked a box for "Property Damage" and wrote, "It's living under my house."

    
So far, he hasn't gotten a response.
CDFW spokesperson Cort Klopping said Monday afternoon that field experts were working on two other bear incidents in the region and would hopefully be able to respond to Johnson "soon." He confirmed that the yellow tag on the bear's ear indicated it was the state agency's jurisdiction and not federal.
Bears in crawl spaces are a common occurrence this time of year, with teams potentially responding to five of these incidents in a week, Klopping said.
If the bear isn't removed soon, Johnson mused, he might have to take matters into his own hands.

"The plan is, I'm going to buy a bunch of dinner rolls, and line them down the street up to the hole, and have some sandbags ready," Johnson said. "When he comes down the street to get the dinner rolls, throw sandbags in there and cover it with pepper spray, and just hope he stays away."
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    Mysterious googly eyes go viral after appearing on public art in Oregon




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a pair of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)]
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            This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a pair of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows a a set of googly eyes placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)]
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[image: This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows damage cardboard and tape following the removal of a pair of googly eyes that were placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)]
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            This image provided by the City of Bend, Oregon, shows damage cardboard and tape following the removal of a pair of googly eyes that were placed on a public art sculpture in Bend, Ore. (City of Bend, Oregon, via AP)
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                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- Googly eyes have been appearing on sculptures around the central Oregon city of Bend, delighting many residents and sparking a viral sensation covered widely by news outlets and featured on a popular late-night talk show.
On social media, the city shared photos of googly eyes on installations in the middle of roundabouts that make up its so-called "Roundabout Art Route." One photo shows googly eyes placed on a sculpture of two deer, while another shows them attached to a sphere. It's not yet known who has been putting them on the sculptures.
"While the googly eyes placed on the various art pieces around town might give you a chuckle, it costs money to remove them with care to not damage the art," the city said in its posts.
The Facebook post received hundreds of comments, with many users saying they liked the googly eyes. "My daughter and I went past the flaming chicken today and shared the biggest laugh," one user said, using a nickname for the "Phoenix Rising" sculpture. "We love the googly eyes. This town is getting to be so stuffy. Let's have fun!"

    
Another Facebook user wrote: "I think the googly eyes on the deer specifically are a great look, and they should stay that way."



    
        




    




Others said the city should focus on addressing more important issues, such as homelessness, instead of spending time and money on removing the googly eyes. 

    
    
    
Over the years, the city's sculptures have been adorned with other seasonal decorations, including Santa hats, wreaths, leis. The city doesn't remove those, and views the googly eyes differently because of the adhesive, Bend's communications director, Rene Mitchell, told The Associated Press.
"We really encourage our community to engage with the art and have fun. We just need to make sure that we can protect it and that it doesn't get damaged," she said.
The post and its comments were covered by news outlets, and even made it on a segment of CBS's "The Late Show with Stephen Colbert." The city regrets that its post was misunderstood, Mitchell said.

    
"There was no intent to be heavy-handed, and we certainly understand maybe how that was taken," she said. "We own this large collection of public art and really want to bring awareness to the community that applying adhesives does harm the art. So as stewards of the collection, we wanted to share that on social media."
The city has so far spent $1,500 on removing googly eyes from seven of the eight sculptures impacted, Mitchell said, and has started treating some of the art pieces, which are made of different types of metal such as bronze and steel. The "Phoenix Rising" sculpture might need to be repainted entirely, she said.
For some, the googly eyes -- like the other holiday objects -- provide a welcome boost of seasonal cheer. 

"I look forward to seeing the creativity of whoever it is that decorates the roundabouts during the holidays," one social media commenter said. "Brings a smile to everyone to see silliness."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/googly-eyes-public-art-sculptures-bend-oregon-2f4fce84569e3b599106199f3b6d66e3
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    An elephant family smashed pumpkins at the Oregon Zoo. But this baby just wanted to play ball
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            A baby elephant at the Oregon Zoo had more tricks than treats when handlers gave it a small pumpkin to play with during the annual "Squishing of the Squash" where giant elephants smash half-ton pumpkins.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the Oregon Zoo shows Asian elephant calf Tula-Tu plays with a pumpkin at the Oregon Zoo in Portland, Ore., Thursday, Oct. 16, 2025. (Kathy Street/Oregon Zoo via AP)]
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                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- A baby elephant at the Oregon Zoo had more tricks than treats to show when handlers gave it a small pumpkin to play with during an annual fall event where giant elephants smash half-ton pumpkins. 
Weighing just 775 pounds (351.5 kilograms), eight-month-old Asian elephant Tula-Tu is about the heft of one of the giant pumpkins so is too small to smash them. Instead, zoo handlers gave her a small pumpkin to practice with. The little elephant dribbled the gourd around like a soccer ball, a video from the zoo shows.
Her elephant family at the Oregon Zoo enjoyed the large pumpkins on Oct. 16 at the annual "Squishing of the Squash," a tradition that goes back to 1999 when a farmer donated a pumpkin weighing 828 pounds (376 kilograms). The donated pumpkins have gotten bigger, around 1,000 pounds (450 kilograms) this year, thanks to competitive hobbyists at the Pacific Giant Vegetable Growers Club.

    
To break open the gargantuan gourds, zookeepers present them to Tula-Tu's adult relatives like her brother and father who weigh slightly over 10,000 pounds (4,500 kilograms). In a video from the zoo, they appear to delicately place one foot at the top, and gently press down. The pumpkins crack with a loud pop, sending rind and seeds flying. 
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[image: This image provided by Heritage Auctions shows artwork by Tom Jung created for the 1977 movie "Star Wars." (Heritage Auctions via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The painting that introduced 'Star Wars' to the world fetches $3.9M at auction
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Discovery of the first fragment of iron pyrite in 2017, at Barnham, Suffof, England. (Jordan Mansfield/Pathways to Ancient Britain Project via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Study finds humans were making fire 400,000 years ago, far earlier than once thought
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Black Friday Shoppers enter Macy's flagship store at opening time in New York on Friday, Nov. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Angelina Katsanis)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A guide to good manners at the retail counter this holiday season
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Past years' videos have shown midsized, young elephants putting both feet on top of the pumpkins but being too light -- or lacking technique -- so the giant vegetables don't burst.

    
    
    
This year the adults elephants smashed the massive pumpkins in front of a cheering crowd of zoo visitors, and then the family of elephants ate the many tons of squash fragments.

Asian elephants like Tula-Tu and her family are considered highly endangered, according to Oregon Zoo officials. There is a fragmented population of around 40,000 to 50,000 such elephants in the wild in places ranging from India to Borneo, a Southeast Asian island straddling Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei. But there have been successful conservation milestones in recent years, including in Cambodia.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/elephant-pumpkin-smash-video-portland-oregon-zoo-1e942f8379ee099847254c6811ba0c29
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    Israel euthanizes crocodiles after repeated escapes and inhumane treatment




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this Aug. 6, 2018 photo, crocodiles rest in water at a farm in the Jordan Valley, West Bank. (AP Photo/Dusan Vranic, file)]
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                                        PETZAEL, West Bank (AP) -- A bask of crocodiles brought to an Israeli settlement in the West Bank decades ago is meeting its end, as authorities euthanize the aging reptiles after years of their repeated escapes from a long-neglected farm.
Israeli authorities said Monday that government veterinarians had culled the crocodiles because they threatened the area's residents and were themselves suffering from inhumane treatment. The exact number of crocodiles euthanized and the method of culling were not immediately clear.
"The Nile crocodiles at the farm were being kept in an abandoned compound under poor conditions that constitute animal abuse, with insufficient access to food, which had driven them to cannibalistic behavior," COGAT, the Israeli defense body that administers civilian affairs in the West Bank, said.
The crocodiles were initially brought to the town of Petzael as a tourist attraction -- a business adventure derailed by violence between Israel and Palestinians in the occupied West Bank. They were later purchased by an entrepreneur who hoped to sell their skin. Their fate has been an open question since Israel in 2012 passed a law classifying the reptiles as protected animals and banned raising them for sale as meat or merchandise.

    
"I don't want to think of what will happen if a crocodile manages to escape and reaches the Jordan River, and then we'll have an international incident," the head of the local community told The Associated Press in 2018, referencing the border with Jordan 4.2 miles (6.8 kilometers) away.

COGAT said that authorities had spent hundreds of thousands of Israeli shekels (more than $29,000) to re-fence the dilapidated farm, which has been in a state of disrepair since it was shut down in 2013. It said that veterinarians were consulted on how to humanely exterminate the animals.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/crocodiles-israel-west-bank-euthanized-2836cfd9cc5cf1e53d631e8295a91a50
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                    Lifestyle

    Office holiday parties can be dreadful for introverts and people with social anxiety




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: (AP Illustration / Peter Hamlin)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The year the radio station company where he worked held its holiday party at a dive bar, Ryan Arnold walked in and saw coworkers passing around a tall glass boot filled with beer. He heard the office manager belting out '80s power ballads between whiskey shots. Arnold's first thought was, "When can I leave?"
More than 20 years later, he still remembers that awkward social event he felt obligated to attend. Arnold, 46, who describes himself as socially anxious, now thinks twice before accepting invitations to group gatherings.
"I don't want to go into a place where I experience things I can't unsee," he said. "Not to be dramatic, but I just don't want that image."
For many introverts, shy individuals and people with social anxiety, mingling at parties is often draining or arouses uncomfortable emotions. The internal debate about whether or not to attend large get-togethers can get especially intense during the holiday season, a time when many workplaces celebrate with cocktail hours, gift exchanges and other forms of organized fun. 

    
"Some people are just not party people," City University of New York social work professor Laura MacLeod said. "With a workplace holiday party, there's a pressure to be very happy and excited. It's the end of the year, it's the holidays, we're all feeling grand. And maybe people are not really feeling that grand."
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[image: Ruth Wilson, left, whose lupus took six years to diagnose, receives her monthly lupus-focused IV treatment at UMass Memorial Medical Center, Jan. 14, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Attending work parties also leaves some people feeling uncertain about professional boundaries, which can get murky at events where people drink alcohol, said MacLeod, who created a consulting company called From the Inside Out Project that trains managers on team relationships and conflict resolution. 
Therapists and workers who consider themselves shy or introverted shared tips for surviving and potentially enjoying the winter festivities, whether with coworkers, family or friends. 

    
    
    
Dress for comfort
Take control of everything you can to put yourself at ease, starting with what you wear, MacLeod said. Find out the dress code and choose something comfortable within the parameters of acceptable attire. "If it's not your thing to wear five- or six-inch heels, just because it's a holiday party, don't do it," she said. "If you want flat shoes, wear flat shoes."

    
Arrive early, head for the middle
Introverts and shy people may find smaller crowds more manageable, and the turnout at parties tends to be smallest at arrival time. While nerves might make it tempting to hug the sidelines, positioning yourself there also may increase self-consciousness. Experts suggest heading to the center of the room, where participating in conversations is easier because there are more of them. 
If you're feeling anxious or overwhelmed, stay a short time. It's fine to say, "I just wanted to come and be sure to wish everybody happy holidays. ... I've got some family things I have to handle tonight, so this is a quick stop for me," MacLeod said. "Get yourself in and out."

    
Plan talking points
Thinking in advance of topics you enjoy discussing can help relieve anxiety. Another good way to engage is by asking open-ended questions, such as whether a colleague has interesting holiday plans, recommended Andrea Taylor, a psychologist at UTHealth Houston. You can also ask people what they like to do outside of work. 
Keeping a conversation going doesn't have to require heavy lifting. 
"Remember that your answers don't have to be perfect," she said. Suitable responses could include something like, "'I haven't done that, but that sounds interesting,' or 'Whoa, you're great for doing that, but I'm not the bungee jumping type,'" Taylor added.
Steer clear of topics that may be divisive and keep things light, she said. 
For encounters with a high-level boss, you can keep it short and simple, saying, "This is a great party. Thank you so much for doing all this. It's been a great year, and I hope you and your family have a lovely holiday," and then move on, MacLeod suggested.

    
Don't stress about awkward silence
People who are shy or have social anxiety sometimes fear having nothing to say. But if a topic runs its course, that's OK, Taylor said. "Silences feel uncomfortable. But that doesn't mean that it is your specific responsibility to fill the silence," she said.
If that happens while Taylor is chatting with a colleague, she sometimes acknowledges the sudden pause, saying "This is awkward because we're so used to talking about work things, aren't we."
If someone you're talking to seems distracted, don't assume they're bored with you, Taylor said. 
"It could be as simple as they've had a long day or they're dehydrated and their head hurts, or they're wishing they had changed their shoes before they came, or they happen to be missing their kid's recital," she said. "I caution people against mind reading because we're really good at misinterpreting what people are thinking and often we do it in a negative direction."
Seek allies or bring support

    

Carla Pruitt, a business development associate at engineering company ENFRA, recalls a holiday gift exchange someone organized at a place she once worked. Participants were asked to bring socks, and no one wanted the aloe-infused pair Pruitt contributed. She took them back. 
"I was so embarrassed and mortified," she said.
Her social anxiety at in-person events has increased during the five years she's worked remotely from her home in Salt Lake City, she said. Pruitt, 44, said she looks for other women with children or fellow pet lovers when she does go to company events. 
"I can talk about my dog all day," she said.
Pruitt feels more at ease attending work parties when she can hire a babysitter and her husband accompanies her. She also likes it when other attendees invite her into conversations and wishes more outgoing people thought to do that when they see someone who appears reserved.
"Look for the people in the room that might be standing off to the side and approach them," Pruitt said. "It means so much to them."
To go or not to go?
People who are anxious in social settings don't have to avoid work parties and may benefit by sometimes showing up, Taylor said. Focusing more on the activity and less on your feelings is one coping strategy, she said. 
"It's possible to feel anxious and still do things," Taylor said. "And actually, once we do that, we tend to walk away from that with a feeling of accomplishment and self-efficacy, and sometimes just feeling proud. I didn't let the anxiety stop me."
After receiving an invitation, ask yourself whether it's important to attend the event or not. If your goal is to talk with one or two specific people, you can go with that intention and give yourself a time limit, MacLeod said. 
Arnold knows that large work-related gatherings drain his social battery. But as the owner and president of public relations firm DeSoto & State Communications, he receives holiday event invitations from networking groups. Each one is reviewed for a reason why he should go. He doesn't drink alcohol so is inclined to pass if an event includes an open bar. 
"I would, nine times out of 10, much rather hang with my books and my wife," he said. 
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/holiday-party-office-work-social-anxiety-introvert-shy-3b33999b877e557e375c4691c1f6774e
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    A guide to good manners at the retail counter this holiday season




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Black Friday Shoppers enter Macy's flagship store at opening time in New York on Friday, Nov. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Angelina Katsanis)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            Black Friday Shoppers enter Macy's flagship store at opening time in New York on Friday, Nov. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Angelina Katsanis)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Shoppers browse through stores at Mall of America for Black Friday deals, Friday, Nov. 28, 2025, in Bloomington, Minn. (AP Photo/Adam Bettcher)]
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[image: Jenny Poole pushes a shopping cart at Kohl's on Black Friday, Jenny has shopped at this Kohls on Black Friday every year for the last 10 years, Friday, Nov. 28, 2025, in Woodstock, Ga. (AP Photo/Megan Varner)]
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[image: Shoppers browse through Kohl's department store for Black Friday deals, Friday, Nov. 28, 2025, in Woodstock, Ga. (AP Photo/Megan Varner)]
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[image: Shoppers browse through stores at Mall of America for Black Friday deals, Friday, Nov. 28, 2025, in Bloomington, Minn. (AP Photo/Adam Bettcher, File)]
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            TRACEE M. HERBAUGH

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        As shoppers flood stores across the country during the year's biggest shopping season, retail workers are bracing for what many describe as the most demanding -- and often demoralizing -- stretch of the job.
"It magnifies everything," said Nick Leighton, host of the podcast "Were You Raised by Wolves?," which he co-hosts with comedian Leah Bonnema. Together, they dissect etiquette and the subtleties of social behavior. 
"People are stressed, they're busy, they're frazzled," he said. "When that happens, we tend to forget other people exist."
Whether it's gridlocked parking lots or shelves picked clean, the holiday retail environment can become a pressure cooker where manners evaporate quickly. 
November and December have long driven retail sales, prompting companies to hire large numbers of seasonal workers to manage the surge. These workers often absorb the brunt of shoppers' frustration. Some customers treat employees as extensions of a corporation rather than as people.

    
This year, there might be even fewer employees to handle crowds of holiday shoppers. Companies say they could cut back on seasonal workers because of economic uncertainty, while at the same time, shoppers are expected to spend more than they did last year. 
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[image: Ruth Wilson, left, whose lupus took six years to diagnose, receives her monthly lupus-focused IV treatment at UMass Memorial Medical Center, Jan. 14, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]
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"Yelling at a worker isn't doing anything," Leighton noted. "Everyone else is busy, too.... Your shopping isn't more important than the next person's."
Here are some expert suggestions on how customers can be kinder, more polite and more empathetic toward the people helping to execute all those holiday lists.

    
    
    
Manners apply everywhere

People who behave courteously generally do so everywhere, while those who are rude in stores often have similar issues in their personal lives, etiquette consultants say.
"We do not pay retail workers to be a therapist, a social worker or a punching bag. It's not appropriate, and it's not fair," said Jodi R.R. Smith, president of Mannersmith Etiquette Consulting in Massachusetts. Long before she advised companies on etiquette, Smith worked several holiday seasons at a Hallmark store.

    
Plan your shopping trip and leave time

Smith advises shoppers to plan ahead -- knowing who is on their list, which stores they need to visit and when they will go. "Set yourself up for success," she said. "Bring water or a snack. Do not go hungry."
Timing matters as well. "Ask yourself, 'When is the best time to go?'" she said. "Weekends are busier, lines are longer and parking is tighter. If possible, go on a Wednesday morning when the store opens."
Establish a little rapport

Smith suggests making friendly eye contact with workers, offering a greeting and using humor to diffuse tense moments. If someone in line becomes irritable, she said, a gentle joke about needing a nap can reset the mood.
"We don't have control over others' behavior, but we certainly do over ours," she said.
Shoppers can help reduce frustration by asking questions -- and recognizing that workers may not have all the answers, said Elizabeth Medeiros, 59, who spent more than 35 years in retail in New York and the Boston area.
Some companies are acting preemptively. Delta Airlines is encouraging kindness between customers and employees with a "Centennial Cheer" program. It says it will recognize "100,000 acts of kindness" with Holiday Medallion cards, which can be redeemed for gifts.

    
Manage expectations

Customers often assume store employees can control everything from inventory and discounts to restocking speed and even the behavior of other shoppers, she said. 
They can't.
"Customers are focused, especially during the holidays," said Medeiros, a former district sales manager and longtime store manager. "They're checking off lists and looking for deals, and anything that interferes with that throws them off."
Holiday work is already tough for staff under the best of circumstances, she noted. "Everyone is often stretched thin. Breaks get skipped, shifts get extended unexpectedly and six-day workweeks become common."
As Smith puts it: "Clerks are not the CEO. Don't expect someone making hourly wages in December to change a store policy you don't like."
Training workers to defuse tension

    

Adam Lukoskie, executive director of the National Retail Federation Foundation, emphasized that most customer interactions remain positive.
"In the news you might see a couple of incidents, but most experiences are OK," he said. "We work hard to provide a high-quality environment."
The industry has invested in new training programs to prepare workers for tense encounters, Lukoskie said. 

The foundation's RISE Up skills-training courses now reach more than 80,000 people annually. "It gives associates the tools to provide customer service and to understand that an angry customer is usually mad at the problem, not at them," he said.
Above all, he said, shoppers should reframe how they view the person behind the counter. 
"Act as if the person helping you is your daughter or son, or your mother or father. Not just someone there to do a task for you."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/shopping-retail-clerks-courteous-demanding-920e9d3409ee41e404068fb473fb7c48
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                    Health

    Nordic people know how to beat the winter blues. Here's how to find light in the darkest months
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            The Nordic countries are no stranger to the long, dark winter. Despite little to no daylight -- plus months of frigid temperatures -- people who live in northern Europe and above the Arctic Circle have learned how to cope mentally and physically with the annual onset of the winter blues, which can begin as early as October and last into April for some.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People enjoy the sunny weather with the Helsinki Cathedral of the background in Helsinki, Finland, Friday, Nov. 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)]
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            People enjoy the sunny weather with the Helsinki Cathedral of the background in Helsinki, Finland, Friday, Nov. 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People enjoy in a public pool in Helsinki, Finland, Friday, Nov. 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)]
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            People enjoy in a public pool in Helsinki, Finland, Friday, Nov. 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People walking along the square are reflected in a puddle in Helsinki, Finland, Friday, Nov. 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)]
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[image: People pass a shop window in Helsinki, Finland, Friday, Nov. 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)]
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                                        The Nordic countries are no strangers to the long, dark winter.
Despite little to no daylight -- plus months of frigid temperatures -- people who live in northern Europe and above the Arctic Circle have learned how to cope mentally and physically with the annual onset of the winter blues, which can begin as early as October and last into April for some.
The winter solstice will occur Dec. 21, marking the shortest day and longest night of the year in the Northern Hemisphere. While sunlight increases daily after that, winter won't be over for a while yet.
The Associated Press spoke to experts in Norway, Sweden and Finland about the winter blues. Here's how they suggest looking for light, literally and figuratively, during the darkest months of the year:
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[image: Ruth Wilson, left, whose lupus took six years to diagnose, receives her monthly lupus-focused IV treatment at UMass Memorial Medical Center, Jan. 14, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Maintaining sleep and social habits are key
Dr. Timo Partonen, a research professor at the Finnish Institute for Health and Welfare, said the dark winter affects our circadian rhythm. 
With limited daylight, our internal body clocks cannot reset or synchronize properly and it throws off our sleep. We may sleep longer in the winter, he said, but we don't wake up refreshed and can remain tired the rest of the day. 
Partonen recommended trying a dawn simulator, sometimes known as a sunrise alarm clock, to gradually light up your bedroom and ease you awake.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


In addition to being more tired, we're more likely to withdraw from others socially in the wintertime. We're more irritable, Partonen said, and more prone to fights with friends.

    
    
    
It's important to maintain our relationships, he said, because symptoms rarely improve in isolation.
And since keeping up with exercise is also key to combating the winter blues, consider inviting a friend along for a workout. 
It could also help keep off the wintertime weight gain -- typically 2 to 5 kilograms (4 to 11 pounds) a year, Partonen said -- that's fed by cravings for carbohydrates, especially in the evenings.

    
Light therapy encouraged for a range of symptoms
Millions of people worldwide are estimated to suffer from seasonal depression. Also known as seasonal affective disorder, or SAD, patients typically have episodes of depression that begin in the fall and ease in the spring or summer. A milder form, subsyndromal SAD, is recognized by medical experts, and there's also a summer variety of seasonal depression, though less is known about it.
Scientists are learning how specialized cells in our eyes turn the blue wavelength part of the light spectrum into neural signals affecting mood and alertness. Sunlight is loaded with the blue light, so when the cells absorb it, our brains' alertness centers are activated and we feel more awake and possibly even happier.
Researcher Kathryn Roecklein at the University of Pittsburgh tested people with and without SAD to see how their eyes reacted to blue light. As a group, people with SAD were less sensitive to blue light than others, especially during winter months. That suggests a cause for wintertime depression.
In severe cases, people need clinical support and antidepressant medications. Christian Benedict, a pharmacology professor at Uppsala University in Sweden, suggests light therapy for people with SAD as well as those who have a milder case of the winter blues.

    
"It's not like it's a fate, an annual or a seasonal fate, and you cannot do anything about it," Benedict said. "There are possibilities to affect it."
A routine of morning light therapy, using devices that emit light about 20 times brighter than regular indoor light, can be beneficial for both people with and without SAD.
The light therapy helps to kickstart your circadian rhythm and increases serotonin in your brain, Benedict said.
Research supports using a light that's about 10,000 lux, a measure of brightness, for 30 minutes every morning. Special lights run from $70 to $400, though some products marketed for SAD are not bright enough to be useful. Your insurance company might cover at least part of the cost if you've been diagnosed with SAD.
Partonen recommended using both a dawn simulator and a light therapy device each day before noon.
Yale has tested products and offers a list of recommendations, and the nonprofit Center for Environmental Therapeutics has a consumer guide to selecting a light.

    
Prioritizing a positive outlook as a survival strategy
And don't forget to, well, look on the bright side. It's crucial to embrace winter instead of dreading it, according to Ida Solhaug, an associate professor in psychology at the University of Tromso, also known as the Arctic University of Norway -- the world's northernmost university.
Prioritize a positive outlook as a survival strategy and learn to appreciate the change in seasons. It's a typical Norwegian way of thinking, she said, that can make all the difference when there's very little daylight for months.
"It's part of the culture," she said.
And don't forget to take advantage of both outdoor and indoor hobbies, she said. Inside, channel hygge -- the Danish obsession with getting cozy -- and snuggle up on the couch with blankets and a movie.

    
But don't hibernate all winter. After the film finishes, head outside with a thermos for fika, the traditional Swedish coffee break. Even during cloudy days, a quick walk in the fresh air will help, she said. And if you're brave enough, do a cold plunge like many people in the Nordics. 
Solhaug tries to jump into the frigid waters off the coast of Tromso, an island 350 kilometers (217 miles) north of the Arctic Circle, at least once a week, adding that it makes her feel revitalized during the long winter.
"Challenge yourself to look for light in the darkness," she said.
After all, as many Nordic people say, there's no such thing as bad weather -- only bad clothing.
Finland's President Alexander Stubb, too, had some tips for how to tackle Nordic winters. When asked in an interview with The Associated Press last month how to survive the cold season, he had some very specific advice. 

"Take an ice bath and then followed up by a sauna and do one more ice bath, one more sauna, then a shower and go out there. You'll manage," Stubb said.
__
Dazio reported from Berlin. 
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    If you want that tattoo erased it's going to hurt and it's going to cost you
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            The process of taking off tattoos is longer, pricier and more painful than getting them put on, according to professionals in the industry (AP video: Mike Householder)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tracy Herrmann has one of her tattoos removed by Chroma Tattoo Studio Laser Tattoo Removal owner Jaime Howard on Nov. 19, 2025, in West Bloomfield, Mich. (AP Photo/Corey Williams)]
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            Tracy Herrmann has one of her tattoos removed by Chroma Tattoo Studio Laser Tattoo Removal owner Jaime Howard on Nov. 19, 2025, in West Bloomfield, Mich. (AP Photo/Corey Williams)
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[image: Tracy Herrmann has one of her tattoos removed by Chroma Tattoo Studio Laser Tattoo Removal owner Jaime Howard on Nov. 19, 2025, in West Bloomfield, Mich. (AP Photo/Corey Williams)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Colin Farrell's had it done -- many times. So have Angelina Jolie and Megan Fox. Heck, even Bart Simpson did.
Whether it's Marilyn Monroe's face, Billy Bob Thornton's name, a sultry rose or even Bart's partially inscribed homage to his mother, some tattoos simply have to go for one reason or many others.
But the process of taking them off is longer, much more costly and ouch -- extremely more painful than getting them put on, according to professionals in the industry.
Also, due to health reasons, some souls who braved the ink needle, should be wary of the laser when having their body art erased or covered up.

    
        
                
                
                    

        
        
            
                
            
        
    


                

                
                
                    If you want that tattoo erased, it's going to hurt, and it's going to cost you.

                

                
            
        

    


Tattoos have been around for centuries
The oldest known tattoos were found on remains of a Neolithic man who lived in the Italian Alps around 3,000 B.C. Many mummies from ancient Egypt also have tattoos, as do remains from cultures around the world.
Tattoo removal likely is almost as old as the practice of inking and included scraping the skin to get the pigments off or out.
A more "civilized" method evolved in the 1960s when Leon Goldman, a University of Cincinnati dermatologist, used "hot vapor bursts" from a laser on tattoos and the skin that bore them.

    
    
    
Many choose tattoos to honor someone
A 2023 survey by the Pew Research Center determined that 32% of adults in the United States have tattoos. About 22% have more than one, according to the survey.
Honoring or remembering someone or something accounts for the biggest reason Americans get their first tattoo. About 24% in the survey regret getting them.
Tracy Herrmann, 54, of Plymouth, Michigan, just west of Detroit, has eight tattoos and is in the process of getting four phrases, including "One step at a time," "Surrender," and "Through it all," removed from her feet and arms. 
She started inking up about six years ago and says she doesn't regret getting tattoos.
"Maybe a different choice, maybe," Herrmann said following her fourth tattoo removal session at Chroma Tattoo Studio & Laser Tattoo Removal in Brighton, Michigan.
"There was a period in my life that I felt I needed some extra reminder," Hermann said. "I thought I would just embrace the period in my life, so that helped and then just to surrender and give it over to God. So, half of them were really, really pivotal to getting me over a hump in my life."

    
Boredom among reasons to remove tats
Herrmann says the four getting lasered are part of her past and that's where she wants them to stay.
"Now, I just want to move forward and go back to the original skin I was born with," she said. "But the other four I'm going to keep. They still mean a lot to me, but they're more hidden."
Reasons for getting a tattoo removed are as varied and personal as the reasons for getting them in the first place, says Ryan Wright, a registered nurse and owner of Ink Blasters Precision Laser Tattoo Removal in Livonia, Michigan.
"A lot of people, when they get a new tattoo that makes some of their old tattoos look bad they get (the older tattoos) removed or reworked," Wright said.
Chroma owner Jaime Howard says boredom plays a role, too.
"They got a tattoo off a whim and they're like 'hey, I'm really bored with this. I don't want this anymore,'" Howard said. "It's not about hating their tattoo, it's about change for yourself."

    
Like snapping a 'rubber band' on your skin

Howard and Wright, like many who perform laser removals, use something called a Q-switching, or quality switching, laser. It concentrates the light energy into intense short bursts or pulses.
"It's very painful. Nine out of 10," Wright said. "It kind of feels like a rubber band being snapped on your skin with hot bacon grease."
Howard has had some of her tattoos removed and admits the procedure is painful.
But "you get through it," she said. "A couple of days later you're still feeling the sunburn, but it's OK. If you want it bad enough, you'll take it off because that's what you want."
Light heat from the laser breaks the ink into particles small enough to be absorbed by the body and later excreted as waste.
It's not a "one and done." Wright said. Tattoo removal can take eight to 12 treatments or more. A new tattoo can go over the old one once the skin has had time to sufficiently heal.

    
Howard consulted with Herrmann as her fourth session at Chroma began. They spoke about the previous session and how far along they were with the ink removal. Both then donned dark sunglasses to protect their eyes from the brightness of the laser. Herrmann winced. Seconds later, it was done. But she still has more sessions ahead.
"Oh gosh, it's a 10 when you're getting it done," Herrmann said of the pain. "It's pretty intense. It's doable. I know price is sometimes an issue, but it's worth it."
Removal can be costly
Howard says the minimum she charges is $100 per session. Wright says that on a typical day he does about a dozen treatments and that cost depends on the square-inch size of the tattoo.
"The cost is really the technology in the laser," Wright said. "It's not like a time thing. Most treatments are under a minute. You're paying for the technology and the person who knows how to use the technology. You can damage the skin if you don't know what you're doing."

    
Tattoo removal not safe for everyone
Using lasers to remove tattoos comes with some risks. Skin that bore the tattoo can be left lighter than surrounding skin. There also can be temporary scarring, infection, redness or soreness, according to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.
Consultations on the procedure's complications should take place before laser tattoo removal. Wright says his clients have to sign a waiver that they understand possible complications.
People who have diabetes and are not controlling the diabetes should be wary, he said.

"Anybody with autoimmune disease or any immune deficiencies," Wright said. "We can't do it if you're on blood thinners. I go over the side effects with everyone."
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    Is spending all day on your feet at work an occupational hazard?
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            CATHY BUSSEWITZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- As a citizen of both France and America, Margaux Lantelme has noticed a difference in how store cashiers work in the two countries: in France, they do their jobs sitting down. In the U.S., where Lantelme works a register at REI, cashiers typically spend eight hours a day on their feet.
For Lantelme, a former kayaking instructor, prolonged standing can trigger flare-ups of chronic pain that limit her mobility. She requested a chair to use during her shift and got one. But after a change in management, she had to fill out paperwork to keep the chair, which required multiple doctor visits and insurance co-payments over a period of months. She's still waiting for final approval.
"Not having access to a chair without approval from a doctor, which costs money and time and energy, is really ridiculous," Lantelme said. "I personally think that people should be able to have access to seating at work anytime they need it."
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[image: Ruth Wilson, left, whose lupus took six years to diagnose, receives her monthly lupus-focused IV treatment at UMass Memorial Medical Center, Jan. 14, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]
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Aches, pains and complications
Standing for long periods can lead to low back pain, fatigue, muscle pain and leg swelling, and it can increase the risk of cardiovascular problems and pregnancy complications, according to a review conducted by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health. Researchers there concluded that movement, whether walking or shifting from a standing to a seated or leaning position, appeared to be the best way of reducing those health hazards. 
Being on one's feet for an extended time also can lead to chronic venous insufficiency, a disease in which damaged veins impact blood circulation, according to the Association of periOperative Registered Nurses, which represents operating room nurses.
The association recommends trying "fatigue-reducing techniques such as alternate propping one foot on a footstool, the use of anti-fatigue mats, using a sit-stand stool and wearing supportive footwear," said Lisa Spruce, senior director of evidence-based perioperative practices at AORN.

    
The right to sit down
Many jobs besides nursing require extended standing: department store sales clerks, hairdressers, surgeons, restaurant cooks and airport workers are just some of the people who perform their roles on their feet. 
Cecilia Ortiz, 43, used to work as an airport wheelchair attendant in Phoenix. "It takes a really hard toll on the knees," she said. The break room had three or four chairs, which wasn't enough for everyone, so workers often went to the hallway and sat on the floor, Ortiz said.
She said she once got written up by her boss for sitting down at an electronic device charging station for 15 minutes after she'd been on her feet for five hours without a break. 
Ortiz now works for a warehouse that provides supplies to the airport, and when she needs to sit, she can.
"It's not so strict over there. If we needed to sit down for any reason there wouldn't be a problem," Ortiz said.
Her former employer, Prospect Airport Services, said it adheres to all local, state and federal labor regulations regarding breaks. "Our employees are welcome to take their breaks and meals in our designated break room or in any common-use space throughout the airport," company spokesperson Jackie Reedy said. "This policy allows our employees to choose the location that best suits their needs." 

    
Unionized workers at the Barnes & Nobles store in Manhattan's Union Square have made access to chairs and the right to sit down under certain conditions a part of their negotiations for their first contract.
"The longer I've been at the job, I've started noticing knee issues, especially because we do a lot of bending down and standing back up when we're shelving books and showing customers things and creating displays," bookseller Bear Spiegel, 28, said. "Being able to have a stool available would be really useful just so I could rest my knees for a couple of minutes throughout the day while I'm doing things on the computer while I'm at the registers."
Spiegel's coworkers suggested wearing a knee brace and athletic tape, and those solutions have helped, but it's hard for him to predict what days he'll need the extra support because his symptoms vary each day, he said. 

    
"There have been days that I've requested a stool and thankfully my managers have allowed me to take them out and use them when needed," Spiegel said.
Barnes & Noble uses chairs or stools routinely for those working off the sales floor when it's sensible to do so, but a lot of a bookseller's work is done on the move, including unpacking, sorting and shelving books, a company spokesperson said.
The Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, which represents about 100,000 workers, has been pushing to include in the contracts it negotiates, including at Barnes & Noble, a guaranteed right to sit during work that can be done seated, said Stuart Appelbaum, the union's president.
During one bargaining session, an employer objected to the demand. Union negotiators used a break that emptied the conference room to underline their position. "The employer came back and saw we had removed all chairs from the negotiating table," Appelbaum said. "I think the point was made."
In the end, the union got the chairs it wanted written into the contract, he said.

    
Sitting once was a protected right
Around the turn of the 20th century, most states in the U.S. had laws requiring seating for female workers. Women were increasingly entering the workforce, and there was a fear that if their jobs were too physically taxing, they might not become pregnant, said Eileen Boris, a labor historian and professor at the University of California, Santa Barbara. 
Women were seen as the "mothers of the human race, and thus we have to protect motherhood," Boris added. "Almost every state had laws, but they weren't enforced." 
Those laws were repealed over time because they applied only to women. One reason was that the women's movement was pushing for equal rights, rather than special treatment, Boris said.
Labor movements in other countries were more successful in establishing requirements about seating. "The English shop movement was much stronger and had more men in it than the U.S.," Boris said.
In 1964, the International Labour Organization, a U.N. agency, adopted workplace standards requiring employers to furnish sufficient and suitable seats, as well as reasonable opportunities for workers to use them. More than 50 countries ratified the agreement, but the U.S. was not one of them.
Today, California, Florida, Massachusetts, Montana, New Jersey, Oregon and Wisconsin are among the states with "right to sit" laws that obligate employers to provide suitable seating for all workers, regardless of gender, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures. 
The city of Ann Arbor, Michigan, approved an ordinance in October that requires manufacturers, retail stores, laundromats, hotels, restaurants, hairdressers, barbers and skin care professionals to let workers sit down as along as sitting doesn't interfere with their duties. A statewide bill also was introduced in Michigan last fall. 
___

Have you overcome an obstacle or made a profound change in your work? Send your questions and story ideas to [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    What are parents to do as doctors clash with Trump administration over vaccines?




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Robert Malone chairs a meeting of the CDC Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices in Atlanta on Friday, Dec. 5, 2025 to consider changes in hepatitis B vaccine recommendations for infants. (AP Photo/Ben Gray)]
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[image: Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks during a news conference at the Hubert Humphrey Building Auditorium in Washington, April 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, file)]
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[image: A doctor holds a vial of the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine Gardasil in Chicago on Aug. 28, 2006. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast, File)]
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            LAURAN NEERGAARD and MIKE STOBBE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        It's normal for parents, or anyone, to have questions about vaccinations -- but what happens if your pediatrician urges a shot that's under attack by the Trump administration?
That's getting more likely: The nation's leading doctors groups are in an unprecedented standoff with federal health officials who have attacked long-used, lifesaving vaccines. 
The revolt by pediatricians, obstetricians, family physicians, infectious disease experts and internists came to a head when an advisory panel handpicked by Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. urged an end to routine newborn vaccination against hepatitis B, a virus that can cause liver failure or liver cancer.
That vaccine saves lives, helped child infections plummet and has been given safely to tens of millions of children in the U.S. alone, say the American Academy of Pediatrics and other doctors groups that vowed Tuesday to keep recommending it.

    
But that's not the only difference. That Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices now is examining possible changes to the entire childhood vaccination schedule, questioning certain ingredients and how many doses youngsters receive.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, left, whose lupus took six years to diagnose, receives her monthly lupus-focused IV treatment at UMass Memorial Medical Center, Jan. 14, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Pushing back, the American Academy of Pediatrics has issued its own recommendations for youngsters. Other medical groups -- plus some city and state public health departments that have banded together -- also are issuing their own advice on certain vaccines, which largely mirrors pre-2025 federal guidance.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"We owe our patients a consistent message informed by evidence and lived experience, not messages biased by political imperative," Dr. Ronald Nahass, president of the Infectious Diseases Society of America, told reporters Tuesday.

    
    
    
But Nahass acknowledged the inevitable consumer confusion, recounting a relative calling him last weekend for advice about hepatitis B vaccination for her new grandbaby.
"Most Americans don't have a Cousin Ronnie to call. They are left alone with fear and mistrust," he said, urging parents to talk with their doctors about vaccines.

    
New guidelines without new data concern doctors
Hepatitis B isn't the only vaccine challenge. Kennedy's health department recently changed a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention webpage to contradict the longtime scientific conclusion that vaccines don't cause autism. Federal agencies also moved to restrict COVID-19 vaccinations this fall, and are planning policy changes that could restrict future flu and coronavirus shots.
But when it comes to vaccine advice, "for decades, ACIP was the gold standard," said Dr. Jake Scott, an infectious disease physician and Stanford University researcher.
The panel once routinely enlisted specialists in specific diseases for long deliberations of the latest science and safety data, resulting in recommendations typically adopted not only by the CDC but by the medical field at large, he said.
Last week's meeting of Kennedy's panel, which includes vaccine skeptics, marked a radical departure. CDC specialists weren't allowed to present data on hepatitis B, the childhood vaccine schedule or questions about vaccine ingredients. Few of the committee members have public health experience, and some expressed confusion about the panel's proposals.

    
At one point, a doctor called in to say the panel was misrepresenting her study's findings. And the panel's chairman wondered why one dose of yellow fever vaccine protected him during a trip to Africa when U.S. children get three doses of hepatitis B vaccine. The hepatitis B vaccine is designed to protect children for life from a virus they can encounter anywhere, not just on a trip abroad. And other scientists noted it was carefully studied for years to prove the three-dose course offers decades of immunity -- evidence that a single dose simply doesn't have.
"If they've got new data, I'm all for it -- let's see it and have a conversation," said Dr. Kelly Gebo, an infectious disease specialist and public health dean at George Washington University, who watched for that. "I did not see any new data," so she's not changing her vaccine advice.

    
Committee members argued that most babies' risk of hepatitis B infection is very low and that earlier research on infant shot safety was inadequate.
Especially unusual was a presentation from a lawyer who voiced doubt about studies that proved benefits of multiple childhood vaccines and promoted discredited research pointing to harms.
"I don't think at any point in the committee's history, there was a 90-minute uninterrupted presentation by someone who wasn't a physician, a scientist, or a public health expert on the topic -- let alone someone who, who makes his living in vaccine litigation," said Jason Schwartz, a vaccine policy expert at Yale University.
By abandoning data and the consensus of front-line doctors, the ACIP is "actively burning down the credibility that made its recommendations so powerful," added Stanford's Scott. "Most parents will still follow their pediatricians, and AAP is holding the line here. But the mixed messages are precisely what erode confidence over time."

    
Parents already have a choice -- they need solid guidance
Trump administration health officials say it's important to restore choice to parents and to avoid mandates. That's how the panel's hepatitis B recommendation was framed -- that parents who really want it could get their children vaccinated later.
Parents already have a choice, said Dr. Aaron Milstone of the American Academy of Pediatrics. The government makes population-wide recommendations while families and their doctors tailor choices to each person's health needs.
But many doctors don't -- or can't -- do their own lengthy scientific review of vaccines and thus had relied on the ACIP and CDC information, Yale's Schwartz noted.
They "rely on trusted expert voices to help navigate what is, even in the best of times, a complicated landscape regarding the evidence for vaccines and how best to use them," he said.
That's a role that the pediatricians and other doctors groups, plus those multistate collaborations, aim to fill with their own guidelines -- while acknowledging it will be a huge task.
For now, "ask your questions, bring your concerns and let us talk about them," said Dr. Sarah Nosal, of the American Academy of Family Physicians, urging anyone with vaccine questions to have an open conversation with their doctor.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Democrats are becoming a force in traditionally conservative The Villages




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves an American flag and cheers as she participates in a golf cart parade following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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            By 
            REBECCA BLACKWELL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        THE VILLAGES, Fla. (AP) -- The Villages, one of the world's largest retirement communities, has long been known as a conservative stronghold. In the past, left-leaning residents of the central Florida enclave tended to keep their views to themselves, fearing they might be kicked out of their golf group, excluded from the mahjong club, or disinvited from a neighborhood pool party. 
But Vice President Kamala Harris' emergence as the Democratic Party's presidential candidate has given the small, but enthusiastic group a boost of confidence and a push into the light.
"They are beginning to realize that they have a voice and they can use it," said Diane Foley, president of the Villages Democratic Club, which has seen its membership nearly double since the 2020 election cycle, to around 1,500 people.
Prior to that time, she noted, "Democrats have been inclined to be quiet and to not broadcast their political preferences because we were so overwhelmed by the Republican party." 
Parades of golf carts decorated in support of Harris have rolled through the streets, and second gentleman Doug Emhoff recently paid a visit. Meanwhile, Democrats opting to wear a T-shirt or put up a lawn sign in favor of Harris have had neighbors approach them with relief, saying, "We thought we were the only ones."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joe Dubman takes a picture of friends Chris Stanley, wearing an "I have concepts of a plan" T-shirt poking fun at the recent debate performance of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, and Dee Melvin, wearing a shirt showing support for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, as a group of Democratic friends participate in their regular brunch meet-up, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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Still, most say they choose not to talk politics openly, to avoid tension in Wildwood-The Villages, the official name of this census-designated, master-planned metro area of more than 151,000 people. 
"You want to get along with your neighbors. They're nice people. So we just don't talk about it," says Foley. 
Retired lawyer Howard Underwood, 71, and his wife, Janet, 74, were Republicans for four decades until Donald Trump became the candidate in 2016. 

"We've made common cause with the Democrats, even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," says Underwood, who is now not affiliated with either major party but has volunteered with the Democrats club to support Harris.

Underwood won't go so far as to put a bumper sticker on his car for fear of blowback, but he acknowledges that the political atmosphere is changing, however slightly. 
"Democrats in The Villages has kind of become a thing," he said with a laugh.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wearing matching Harris-Walz T-shirts, Glen Smith, 62, and his wife Suzi, 64, play pickleball with other members of The Villages Democratic Club, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The Smiths say that friends questioned why they would choose to move to such a conservative enclave. "Somebody has to infiltrate," joked Suzi. "Most of our best friends are conservative." Adds Glen, "We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    Most of our best friends are conservative. We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it."


                    
                        - Glen Smith

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Trump flag flies from the home of Dave Farraday, a 74-year-old retired utility worker from Pennsylvania, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Farraday, who registered to vote for the first time in 2016 to support Donald Trump, will again vote for the former President and Republican presidential nominee, over economic issues, but says he would have preferred different candidates to run. Two homes on his street have lawn signs supporting Harris, but Farraday says political differences don't get in the way of neighborliness. "We're all here for one reason, we're retired," he said. "We're relaxing...trying to." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We're all here for one reason, we're retired. We're relaxing... trying to."


                    
                        - Dave Farraday

                    
                
            

        

    





    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An aerial view shows homes in the sprawling retirement community known as The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Allan Weseman, a retired sports car mechanic, feeds his macaws Kayko, left, and Cranky Clifford, as he waits to show them to interested passersby in Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Weseman, who lives outside The Villages with five macaws, often comes to one of the town squares to find people to share his passion with, letting interested passerby hold friendly Kayko on their arm and take pictures with the birds. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Lobbyist Barbara DeVane attends a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club to encourage the community's members to vote "yes" on a ballot amendment which would legalize recreational marijuana use for people over 21, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris await the arrival of second gentleman Doug Emhoff, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." Now independents, "We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," said Howard. "The alternative is unthinkable." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." They are now independents. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things... The alternative is unthinkable."


                    
                        - Howard Underwood

                    
                
            

        

    





         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Shelly Newman, 73, who uses a walker due to impaired balance, makes canvassing calls to other Villagers to encourage voter turnout, in her bedroom in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Newman and her husband moved to The Villages in 2013. "When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish," said Newman. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: A retired government worker who preferred not to give her name drives a golf cart decorated with a "Harris for President" sign in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Stickers for the Democratic party adorn the walker of Shelly Newman, 73, as she leaves a meeting of The Villages Democratic Club, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. Newman says people see her stickers and approach her, whispering "You're a Democrat too?" Newman tells them, "Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Stickers for the Democratic party adorn the walker of Shelly Newman, 73, as she leaves a meeting of The Villages Democratic Club, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. Newman says people see her stickers and approach her, whispering "You're a Democrat too?" (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too."


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sign depicting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris alongside the three most recent presidents, from left, Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, decorates a golf cart windshield during a Harris campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A sign depicting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris alongside the three most recent presidents, from left, Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, decorates a golf cart windshield during a Harris campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    There was no effort until Harris came on... It was general depression. No one wanted to get involved."


                    
                        - Villages Democratic Club president Diane Foley


                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Independent voter Patricia Coe, 82, speaks with Diane Foley, president of The Villages Democratic Club, as Foley canvasses at the homes of registered Democrats and of independents who might be open to voting for a Democrat, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Independent voter Patricia Coe, 82, speaks with Diane Foley, president of The Villages Democratic Club, as Foley canvasses at the homes of registered Democrats and of independents who might be open to voting for a Democrat, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    We have gotten death threats about who we are going to vote for,"


                    
                        - Independent voter Patricia Coe

                    
                
            

        

    





    

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024.  (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        


    
        
        
    
        


        


    







    

    
    
    


    
    
        
            
                
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lesley, left, and Matt Dzik, pose for a portrait, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024, in Urbana, Ill. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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        Visually-led storytelling featuring U.S. voters and the issues that matter most to them in the upcoming U.S. election.

AP has photo and video journalists in every region of the U.S. In the run up to the U.S. election, the team is collaborating on a series of visual stories about U.S. voters in their local communities.
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    'Why? Why? Why?' Ukraine's Mariupol descends into despair




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MSTYSLAV CHERNOV, EVGENIY MALOLETKA and LORI HINNANT

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
        
    

                                        MARIUPOL, Ukraine (AP) -- The bodies of the children all lie here, dumped into this narrow trench hastily dug into the frozen earth of Mariupol to the constant drumbeat of shelling. 
There's 18-month-old Kirill, whose shrapnel wound to the head proved too much for his little toddler's body. There's 16-year-old Iliya, whose legs were blown up in an explosion during a soccer game at a school field. There's the girl no older than 6  who wore the pajamas with cartoon unicorns, among the first of Mariupol's children to die from a Russian shell. 
They are stacked together with dozens of others in this mass grave on the outskirts of the city. A man covered in a bright blue tarp, weighed down by stones at the crumbling curb. A woman wrapped in a red and gold bedsheet, her legs neatly bound at the ankles with a scrap of white fabric. Workers toss the bodies in as fast as they can, because the less time they spend in the open, the better their own chances of survival.

    
"The only thing (I want) is for this to be finished," raged worker Volodymyr Bykovskyi, pulling crinkling black body bags from a truck. "Damn them all, those people who started this!" 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
More bodies will come, from streets where they are everywhere and from the hospital basement where adults and children are laid out awaiting someone to pick them up. The youngest still has an umbilical stump attached. 

    
    
    
Each airstrike and shell that relentlessly pounds Mariupol -- about one a minute at times -- drives home the curse of a geography that has put the city squarely in the path of Russia's domination of Ukraine. This southern seaport of 430,000 has become a symbol of Russian President Vladimir Putin's drive to crush democratic Ukraine -- but also of a fierce resistance on the ground. 
In the nearly three weeks since Russia's war began, two Associated Press journalists have been the only international media present in Mariupol, chronicling its fall into chaos and despair. The city is now encircled by Russian soldiers, who are slowly squeezing the life out of it, one blast at a time.

    
Several  appeals for humanitarian corridors to evacuate civilians went unheeded, until Ukrainian officials said Wednesday that about 30,000 people had fled in convoys of cars. Airstrikes and shells have hit the maternity hospital, the fire department, homes, a church, a field outside a school. For the estimated hundreds of thousands who remain, there is quite simply nowhere to go. 
The surrounding roads are mined and the port blocked. Food is running out, and the Russians have stopped humanitarian attempts to bring it in. Electricity is mostly gone and water is sparse, with residents melting snow to drink. Some parents have even left their newborns at the hospital, perhaps hoping to give them a chance at life in the one place with decent electricity and water.
People burn scraps of furniture in makeshift grills to warm their hands in the freezing cold and cook what little food there still is. The grills themselves are built with the one thing in plentiful supply: bricks and shards of metal scattered in the streets from destroyed buildings. 

    
Death is everywhere. Local officials have tallied more than 2,500 deaths in the siege, but many bodies can't be counted because of the endless shelling. They have told families to leave their dead outside in the streets because it's too dangerous to hold funerals. 
Many of the deaths documented by the AP were of children and mothers, despite Russia's claims that civilians haven't been attacked.

    
    
    
"They have a clear order to hold Mariupol hostage, to mock it, to constantly bomb and shell it," Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on March 10. 
Just weeks ago, Mariupol's future seemed much brighter. 
If geography drives a city's destiny, Mariupol was on the path to success, with its thriving iron and steel plants, a deep-water port and high global demand for both. Even the dark weeks of 2014, when the city nearly fell to Russia-backed separatists in vicious street battles, were fading into memory. 

    
    
    

    
And so the first few days of the invasion had a perverse familiarity for many residents. About 100,000 people left at that time while they still could, according to Serhiy Orlov, the deputy mayor. But most stayed put, figuring they could wait out whatever came next or eventually make their way west like so many others. 
"I felt more fear in 2014, I don't feel the same panic now," Anna Efimova said as she shopped for supplies at a market on Feb. 24. "There is no panic. There's nowhere to run, where can we run?" 
That same day, a Ukrainian military radar and airfield were among the first targets of Russian artillery. Shelling and airstrikes could and did come at any moment, and people spent most of their time in shelters. Life was hardly normal, but it was livable. 
By Feb. 27, that started to change, as an ambulance raced into a city hospital carrying a small motionless girl, not yet 6. Her brown hair was pulled back off her pale face with a rubber band, and her pajama pants were bloodied by Russian shelling. 

    
Her wounded father came with her, his head bandaged. Her mother stood outside the ambulance, weeping. 
As the doctors and nurses huddled around her, one gave her an injection. Another shocked her with a defibrillator. A doctor in blue scrubs, pumping oxygen into her, looked straight into the camera of an AP journalist allowed inside and cursed. 
"Show this to Putin," he stormed with expletive-laced fury. "The eyes of this child and crying doctors." 
They couldn't save her. Doctors covered the tiny body with her pink striped jacket and gently closed her eyes. She now rests in the mass grave. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
The same geography that for so long worked in Mariupol's favor had turned against it. The city stands squarely between regions controlled by the Russia-backed separatists -- about 10 kilometers (six miles) to the east at the closest point -- and the Crimean Peninsula annexed by Russia in 2014. The capture of Mariupol would give the Russians a clear land corridor all the way through, controlling the Sea of Azov. 
As February ended, the siege began. Ignoring the danger, or restless, or perhaps just feeling invincible as teenagers do, a group of boys met up a few days later, on March 2, to play soccer on a pitch outside a school. 
A bomb exploded. The blast tore through Iliya's legs. 
The odds were against him, and increasingly against the city. The electricity went out yet again, as did most mobile networks. Without communications, medics had to guess which hospitals could still handle the wounded and which roads could still be navigated to reach them. 
Iliya couldn't be saved. His father, Serhii, dropped down, hugged his dead boy's head and wailed out his grief. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 4, it was yet another child in the emergency room -- Kirill, the toddler struck in the head by shrapnel. His mother and stepfather bundled him in a blanket. They hoped for the best, and then endured the worst. 
"Why? Why? Why?" his sobbing mother, Marina Yatsko, asked in the hospital hallway, as medical workers looked on helplessly. She tenderly unwrapped the blanket around her lifeless child to kiss him and inhale his scent one last time, her dark hair falling over him. 
That was the day the darkness settled in for good -- a blackout in both power and knowledge. Ukrainian television and radio were cut, and car stereos became the only link to the outside world. They played Russian news, describing a world that couldn't be further from the reality in Mariupol.
As it sunk in that there was truly no escape, the mood of the city changed. It didn't take long for grocery store shelves to empty. Mariupol's residents cowered by night in underground shelters and emerged by day to grab what they could before scurrying underground again. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 6, in the way of desperate people everywhere, they turned on each other. On one street lined with darkened stores, people smashed windows, pried open metal shutters, grabbed what they could. 
A man who had broken into a store found himself face to face with the furious shopkeeper, caught red-handed with a child's rubber ball. 
"You bastard, you stole that ball now. Put the ball back. Why did you even come here?" she demanded. Shame written on his face, he tossed the ball into a corner and fled. 
Nearby, a soldier emerged from another looted store, on the verge of tears. 
"People, please be united. ... This is your home. Why are you smashing windows, why are you stealing from your shops?" he pleaded, his voice breaking. 
Yet another attempt to negotiate an evacuation failed. A crowd formed at one of the roads leading away from the city, but a police officer blocked their path. 
"Everything is mined, the ways out of town are being shelled," he told them. "Trust me, I have family at home, and I am also worried about them. Unfortunately, the maximum security for all of us is to be inside the city, underground and in the shelters." 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]



        

        
        
            
                    A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
And that's where Goma Janna could be found that night, weeping beside an oil lamp that threw light but not enough heat to take the chill off the basement room. She wore a scarf and a cheery turquoise snowflake sweater as she roughly rubbed the tears from her face, one side at a time. Behind her, beyond the small halo of light, a small group of women and children crouched in the darkness, trembling at the explosions above. 
"I want my home, I want my job. I'm so sad about people and about the city, the children," she sobbed. 
This agony fits in with Putin's goals. The siege is a military tactic popularized in medieval times and designed to crush a population through starvation and violence, allowing an attacking force to spare its own soldiers the cost of entering a hostile city. Instead, civilians are the ones left to die, slowly and painfully. 
Putin has refined the tactic during his years in power, first in the Chechen city of Grozny in 2000 and then in the Syrian city of Aleppo in 2016. He reduced both to ruins.
"It epitomizes Russian warfare, what we see now in terms of the siege," said Mathieu Boulegue, a researcher for Chatham House's Russia program. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
By March 9, the sound of Russian fighter jets in Mariupol was enough to send people screaming for cover -- anything to avoid the airstrikes they knew would follow, even if they didn't know where.
The jets rumbled across the sky, this time decimating the maternity hospital. They left a crater two stories deep in the courtyard. 
Rescuers rushed a pregnant woman through the rubble and light snow as she stroked her bloodied belly, face blanched and head lolling listlessly to the side. Her baby was dying inside her, and she knew it, medics said. 
"Kill me now!" she screamed, as they struggled to save her life at another hospital even closer to the front line. 
The baby was born dead. A half-hour later, the mother died too. The doctors had no time to learn either of their names.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
Another pregnant woman, Mariana Vishegirskaya, was waiting to give birth at the maternity hospital when the strike hit. Her brow and cheek bloodied, she clutched her belongings in a plastic bag and navigated the debris-strewn stairs in polka-dot pajamas. Outside the ruined hospital, she stared motionless with wide blue eyes at the crackling flames. 
Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shellfire. Baby Veronika drew her first breath on March 10. 
The two women -- one dead and one a mother -- have since become the symbol of their blackened, burning hometown. Facing worldwide condemnation, Russian officials claimed that the maternity hospital had been taken over by far-right Ukrainian forces to use as a base and emptied of patients and nurses. 
In two tweets, the Russian Embassy in London posted side-by-side images of AP photos with the word "FAKE" over them in red text. They claimed that the maternity hospital had long been out of operation, and that Vishegirskaya was an actress playing a role. Twitter has since removed the tweets, saying they violated its rules. 

    
    
    
The AP reporters in Mariupol who documented the attack in video and photos saw nothing to indicate the hospital was used as anything other than a hospital. There is also nothing to suggest Vishegirskaya, a Ukrainian beauty blogger from Mariupol, was anything but a patient. Veronika's birth attests to the pregnancy that her mother carefully documented on Instagram, including one post in which she is wearing the polka-dot pajamas. 
Two days after Veronika was born, four Russian tanks emblazoned with the letter Z took up position near the hospital where she and her mother were recovering. An AP journalist was among a group of medical workers who came under sniper fire, with one hit in the hip. 
The windows rattled, and the hallways were lined with people with nowhere else to go. Anastasia Erashova wept and trembled as she held a sleeping child. Shelling had just killed her other child as well as her brother's child, and Erashova's scalp was encrusted with blood. 
"I don't know where to run to," she cried out, her anguish growing with every sob. "Who will bring back our children? Who?" 
By early this week, Russian forces had seized control of the building entirely, trapping medics and patients inside and using it as a base, according to a doctor there and local officials.
Orlov, the deputy mayor, predicted worse is soon to come. Most of the city remains trapped.

"Our defenders will defend to the last bullet," he said. "But people are dying without water and food, and I think in the next several days we will count hundreds and thousands of deaths."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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___
Hinnant reported from Paris. Vasylisa Stepanenko contributed to this report, along with Andrew Meldrum in Cape Town, South Africa.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the Ukraine crisis at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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                    Climate

    Blend of unusual weather conditions brings trillions of gallons in persistent rain to the Northwest




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The flooding Snoqualmie River has closed NE 124th St., which connects W. Snoqualmie Valley Rd. NE on the Redmond side, and SR-203 on the Duvall and Carnation side, Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2025, near Novelty, Wash. (Ken Lambert/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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                                        Warm water and air and unusual weather conditions tracing back as far as tropical cyclone flooding in Indonesia helped supercharge stubborn atmospheric rivers that have drenched Washington state with almost 5 trillion gallons (19 trillion liters) of rain in the past seven days, threatening record flood levels, meteorologists said.
The worst and most persistent of the heavy rains will linger to douse the same location through late Thursday and early Friday morning before the river of moisture should lessen and move around a bit. But the West Coast likely won't see an end to the "fire hose" of moisture until the week of Christmas, said Matt Jeglum, acting science chief for the National Weather Service's western region.
Atmospheric rivers are long, narrow bands of water vapor that form over an ocean and flow through the sky, transporting moisture from the tropics to northern latitudes. The Pacific Northwest gets a couple dozen each year, more than other parts of the West Coast, meteorologists said. But they're not usually this big.

    
Wednesday's downpours coupled with Monday's rains have led to forecasts of record-setting flooding, particularly on the Skagit River, which flows through northern Washington and empties into the Puget Sound, said Washington state climatologist Guillaume Mauger. 



    
        




    




"The atmospheric rivers, the ARs, are continually reloading,'' said former National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration chief scientist Ryan Maue, now a private meteorologist. "The amount of rainfall in the three-week period could be, you know, 20 to 30 inches (51 to 76 centimeters). That's quite extreme."

    
    
    
Maue added: "I wouldn't want to live there. Not right now."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Maery Schine, 11, is helped out of a rescue boat by rescue workers with Chehalis Fire after evacuating with her father Patric, second from left, following flooding after heavy rains in the region Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025, in Chehalis, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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Using rain gauge observations, Maue estimated almost 5 trillion gallons -- more than enough to fill Oregon's Crater Lake or more than 18,000 Empire State Buildings -- fell in the area over the past week. One weather station at Mount Rainier measured 21 inches (53 centimeters) of rain since Thursday, Jeglum said.

    
"Those numbers are big, but are not unheard of," Mauger said. 
The moisture originated a few hundred miles north of Hawaii, where the Pacific is a couple degrees warmer than normal. That fuels the atmospheric river even more and then warmer air adds to that, said meteorologist Jeff Masters, co-founder of Weather Underground and now at Yale Climate Connections. Because it's so warm, a lot more of that moisture is falling as rain than snow, he said.
These storms "have been supercharged by the chain of events that began two weeks ago" much farther west than Hawaii, Maue said.
He pointed to an area near Indonesia that saw deadly flooding from tropical cyclones. That coincided with a natural season weather pattern that moves around every 30 days or so -- the Madden Julian Oscillation -- which Maue said was the strongest it has been this time of year in decades. It sent out waves that helped carry an "unbroken line of moisture" and energy from the Indonesia event toward the Americas. A high-pressure ridge off the California coast pushed the atmospheric river system north, further funneled by unusual warmth over Russia and cold over Alaska.

    
And Washington became the bullseye.
In a world made warmer by the burning of coal, oil and natural gas, atmospheric river storms will be bigger and wetter, according to studies, computer models and meteorologists. A study earlier this year found that may already be happening. Looking at events since 1980, researchers calculated that the storms have increased in the area they soak by 6% to 9%, increased in frequency by 2% to 6% and are slightly wetter than before.
A quick analysis by Climate Central looking at the heavy rain found that ocean temperatures under the atmospheric rivers are 10 times more likely to be warmer than normal because of human-caused climate change. Air temperatures in the Pacific Northwest are much warmer than normal, and that's four to five times more likely because of climate change, said Climate Central meteorologist Shel Winkley.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    New England's shrimp fishery to shut down for the long haul after years of decline




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: James Rich maneuvers a bulging net full of northern shrimp caught in the Gulf of Maine, Jan. 6, 2012. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)]
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            James Rich maneuvers a bulging net full of northern shrimp caught in the Gulf of Maine, Jan. 6, 2012. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this Jan. 6, 2012, file photo, northern shrimp lay on snow aboard a trawler in the Gulf of Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)]
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            In this Jan. 6, 2012, file photo, northern shrimp lay on snow aboard a trawler in the Gulf of Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)
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                                        PORTLAND, Maine (AP) -- Regulators voted Thursday to extend a shutdown preventing New England fishermen from catching shrimp, a historic industry that has recently fallen victim to warming oceans.
New England fishermen, especially those from Maine, used to catch millions of pounds of small pink shrimp in the winter, but the business has been under a fishing moratorium since 2014. Rising temperatures have created an inhospitable environment for the shrimp, and their population is too low to fish sustainably, scientists have said.
An arm of the regulatory Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission voted Thursday to shut down the fishery for at least another three years. Abundance of the shrimp remained "poor" this year despite slightly improved environmental conditions, the Atlantic States said in documents.
The decision came after shrimp harvesters were allowed to catch a small number of shrimp as part of an industry-funded sampling and data collection program. The fishermen, who battled some rough weather, caught only 70 shrimp totaling less than 3 pounds.

    
However, "even with the bad weather, exceptionally low catch levels observed throughout the program reinforce concerns about the viability of the northern shrimp stock in the Gulf of Maine," the documents state.



    
        




    




New England shrimp were a winter delicacy when the fishery was active, and fishermen sometimes caught more than 10 million pounds (4,536 kilograms) of them in a year. The small pink shrimp were a small part of the country's large wild caught shrimp industry, which catches some of the most valuable seafood in the world.


    
    
    
Maine's catch of shrimp cratered in 2013, when fishermen caught less than 600,000 pounds (272,155 kilograms) of the crustaceans after hauling more than eight times that the previous year. Fishing groups have sometimes lobbied for the shrimping industry to be reopened on a smaller scale basis, but most former Maine shrimpers have moved on to other species.
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                    Climate

    Climate change is straining Alaska's Arctic. A new mining road may push the region past the brink




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tristen Pattee hunts with his family along the Kobuk River near Ambler, Alaska, where heavy rains have contributed to riverbank erosion Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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                                        AMBLER, Alaska (AP) -- Ice blocks drift past Tristen Pattee's boat as he scans the banks of Northwest Alaska's Kobuk River for caribou. His great uncle Ernest steadies a rifle on his lap. It's the last day of September, and by every measure of history and memory, thousands should have crossed by now. But the tundra is empty, save for the mountains looming on the horizon -- the Gates of the Arctic National Park.
Days after Pattee's unsuccessful hunt, the Trump administration approved construction of the Ambler Access Road -- a 211-mile (340-kilometer) route designed to reach massive copper deposits that would cut through that wilderness, crossing 11 major rivers and thousands of streams where salmon spawn and caribou migrate. The approval, which is facing lawsuits though proponents believe construction could start next year, came as record rainfall in Northwest Alaska flooded villages and ripped through fish spawning habitat -- the latest climate-driven blow to Indigenous communities already watching caribou and salmon numbers plummet.

    
As the co-owner of a wilderness guiding company in Ambler, Pattee's livelihood depends on keeping this landscape intact. An Inupiaq hunter, his ability to feed his family and continue the subsistence traditions of his ancestors depends on healthy caribou and fish populations.
Yet he supports building the road.
"Everything takes money nowadays," said Pattee, who serves on Northwest Arctic Subsistence Regional Advisory Council, a federal advisory group. Jobs in local villages are scarce, and with gasoline at $17.50 a gallon, the ability to power all-terrain vehicles and boats needed to hunt is out of reach for many. Pattee estimates a single caribou hunting trip from Ambler costs $400. Mining jobs, he believes, would offer a lifeline, and the minerals could slow the climate shifts that are threatening his subsistence way of life.

    
        
                
                
                    

        
        
            
                
            
        
    


                

                
                
                    In Northwest Alaska, a proposed 211-mile mining road has divided an Inupiaq community already devastated by climate change. (AP Video by Annika Hammerschlag. Produced by Julian Trejo Bax)

                

                
            
        

    




    
    
    
It's the irony of climate change in Northwest Alaska: the minerals needed to power the green energy transition sit beneath some of the continent's last pristine wilderness -- a landscape already on the frontlines of the climate crisis, where temperatures are rising four times faster than the rest of the planet.
"I see the climate changing. I've been seeing it for years now. It's scary," said Pattee. "Losing our culture, our tradition, is very concerning. So let's do anything we can to help mitigate it."

    

The decline before the road
Over the last two decades, the Western Arctic Caribou Herd has plummeted from nearly half a million to some 164,000 -- a 66% decline, according to the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. Of those that remain, fewer now cross the Kobuk River during fall migration, where Pattee and other Inupiaq hunters would historically gather in late summer to stockpile meat for winter. While caribou populations naturally fluctuate, scientists say the increasingly delayed cold and snow that triggers the migration south has caused caribou to remain in the Brooks Range, where they are difficult for hunters to access.

    
        
            


    
    





    
        


        
        
        
            
                                  
                        
                            Read more
                        
                    

            
        
        
        
        
        
    

    



            
                
                    
                    
                        
                            
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Erosion is visible on the banks of the Kobuk River near Ambler, Alaska, Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Takeaways from AP's report on potential impacts of Alaska's proposed Ambler Access Road
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                        

                    
                    
                

            

            

        

    
The day after Pattee's unsuccessful hunt, the first snow fell. On Oct. 6 -- far later than historical norms -- caribou began trickling across the Kobuk. Then the rains came, bringing heavy, late-season downpours that scientists say are becoming more common in the warming Arctic and devastating for salmon. Intense rainfall can damage and dislodge eggs, while rising water temperatures reduce oxygen levels fish need to journey upstream.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tristen Pattee hunts with his family along the Kobuk River near Ambler, Alaska, where heavy rains have contributed to riverbank erosion Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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[image: Caribou antlers rest on the banks of the Kobuk River at Onion Portage near, Ambler, Alaska, where caribou traditionally migrated in late summer but had yet to arrive, Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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One recent study found dozens of clear streams in the Brooks Range have turned orange with toxic levels of metals -- changes researchers believe is the result of permafrost thaw -- which may help explain recent drops in salmon numbers. Chinook and chum salmon in particular are experiencing "sustained and dramatic declines" with periodic population crashes, which has led to complete closures of some fisheries, according to NOAA Fisheries.

    
Experts worry about what this year's record storms will mean for future runs.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tristen Pattee shows a photo on his phone from the same day in 2021 of caribou migrating through the same spot near Ambler, Alaska, Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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"Elders who've lived here their entire lives have never seen environmental conditions like this and they've never seen fish conditions this poor," said Alex Whiting, Environmental Program Director for the Native Village of Kotzebue.
Adding pressure to a buckling landscape
The Ambler Road would add its own pressures. Thousands of culverts and nearly 50 bridges would disrupt water flow and fish passages, and more than 100 trucks would traverse the road daily over the decades-long production period. Federal biologists warn the region's rocks contain naturally occurring asbestos and that heavy traffic would kick up dust that would settle on thousands of waterways as well as the vegetation caribou depend on. The road would also fragment the habitat of the Western Arctic Caribou Herd, potentially hindering migration patterns. The Bureau of Land Management designated some 1.2 million acres of nearby salmon spawning and caribou calving habitat as "critical environmental concern."

    
Then there's the mine. Vast amounts of water would be drawn from rivers and lakes, while groundwater levels and permafrost would be permanently disrupted. The operation would generate enormous quantities of waste rock and require a tailings facility to store toxic slurry, risking spills that could send heavy metals into waterways.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Grave markers are tilted due to thawing permafrost at a cemetery in Kotzebue, Alaska, Friday, Sept. 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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Given the record-breaking rainfall the region has seen in recent years, residents downstream worry about breaches. In Kotzebue, a hub of 3,000 at the mouth of the Kobuk where flooding prompted an emergency declaration this fall, many fear contamination could harm drinking sources and traditional Inupiaq foods like fish and bearded seals, which are already threatened by disappearing sea ice.
Poop "rolls downhill -- and that's where Kotzebue's at," said Karmen Monigold, an Inupiaq member of Protect the Kobuk, a grassroots effort working to stop the road, and co-chair of the Kotzebue Sound Subsistence Advisory Council.
Monigold learned to live off the land as a child from her grandparents. Determined to share her connection to nature, she taught her four sons and their cousins to hunt and fish. She's watched climate change erode the subsistence lifestyle she fought to preserve and fears the road would accelerate that loss.
Like many opponents, she doubts promises that the road would remain private and notes other Alaska roads, such as the Dalton Highway, opened to the public despite similar assurances. An influx of outside hunters and fishers, they fear, would further stress fish and caribou populations. Even Pattee's support for the road hinges on it being closed.
"We lose so much every generation," Monigold said. "But right now we still have enough of a culture for it to be worth fighting for."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Karmen Monigold, a member of Protect the Kobuk, a Northwest Arctic advocacy group opposed to the Ambler Access Road, poses for a portrait in Kotzebue, Alaska, Saturday, Oct. 4, 2025. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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[image: Tristen Pattee and his family eat a meal of beluga whale, bowhead whale, whitefish, moose and seal in Ambler, Alaska, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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[image: Tristen Pattee and his family eat a meal of beluga whale, bowhead whale, whitefish, moose and seal in Ambler, Alaska, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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In an emailed statement, Kaleb Froehlich, Managing Director of Ambler Metals, the company behind the mining project, said the operation would use proven safety controls for permafrost and will treat all water from the mining process to strict standards. The company also tracks precipitation to size facilities for heavier rainfall and has a binding agreement with NANA, an Alaska Native corporation, to prioritize recruitment from nearby communities.
Ambler Metals declined to comment on concerns specific to the road, including naturally occurring asbestos, traffic impacts, public access and habitat fragmentation, noting the company is not the road developer, though it has contributed to pre-development costs and would be its primary user. The Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority, the state-owned investment bank developing the road, did not respond to a request for comment.
The carbon footprint of decarbonizing

Critical minerals are becoming increasingly vital -- growing demand for green energy technologies could scale production by nearly 500% by 2050, according to a 2020 World Bank report. The Arctic deposit would yield not just copper, but also zinc, lead, silver and gold. At an estimated 46.7 million tons of mineral reserves, it ranks among the largest undeveloped polymetallic deposits in North America.
But there's no guarantee the minerals would fuel clean energy. President Donald Trump has spoken openly about his disdain for electric vehicles and wind power, and the majority of copper in the U.S. goes to construction projects, according to the Copper Development Association.
The Trump administration has framed the issue as one of national security and deemed reliance on "hostile foreign powers' mineral production" an acute threat. In March, the White House issued an executive order instructing the Secretary of the Interior to prioritize mineral production and mining as the primary land use on all federal lands known to hold mineral deposits.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Onion Portage, a critical migration route for the Western Arctic Caribou Herd along the Kobuk River near Ambler, Alaska, is visible Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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Yet even that argument doesn't quite fit. While the U.S. is heavily reliant on China for some 20 different minerals, the Arctic deposit's primary minerals -- copper and zinc -- are not among them, according to the 2025 USGS report. The U.S. sources 45% of its refined copper from Chile, Canada, Mexico and Peru, and 73% of its zinc from Canada and Mexico. The rest is mined domestically.
The real issue isn't whether the minerals are needed -- it's who gets to decide, said Andrea Marston, an associate professor of geography at Rutgers University who studies mining and Indigenous rights in the Americas. Mining projects like Ambler are sometimes located on Indigenous lands, creating what she calls a false ethical dilemma: mine to save the climate, or protect the land and perpetuate warming. That framing, she argues, obscures other possibilities like investing in mass public transportation, recycling minerals that already exist and designing systems that consume less.
"You cannot justify steamrolling Indigenous lands with a kind of global story of climate change because that just ends up reiterating colonial plunder in a new way," she said. "The starting point should be: it is their land to decide what to do with."

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Inupiaq elder Morgan Johnson dries fish outside his home in Ambler, Alaska, Sunday, Sept. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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[image: Inupiaq elder Morgan Johnson skins a fish outside his home in Ambler, Alaska, Sunday, Sept. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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[image: Inupiaq elder Morgan Johnson carries fish from his boat after rinsing them in the Kobuk River in Ambler, Alaska, Sunday, Sept. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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A community divided

Ambler mayor Conrad Douglas recognizes the exorbitant cost of living in his village and the desperate need for jobs. But he also knows the Canadian and Australian mining companies that hold the rights to the Ambler deposits may source workers from elsewhere, and he fears what it would all do to the land.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ambler Mayor Conrad Douglas wears a pro Ambler Access Road sweatshirt while posing for a portrait in Ambler, Alaska, Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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His concerns are layered: fugitive dust, tailings runoff and a cruel cycle where increasingly heavy rains wipe out fish runs, forcing people to rely more on caribou just as the road threatens to further disrupt those herds. With gas prices already putting hunting out of reach for many families, the equation becomes impossible.
"I don't really know how much the state of Alaska is willing to jeopardize our way of life, but the people do need jobs," he said, dressed in a pro Ambler Road hoodie.
Douglas worked at Red Dog Mine in the early 1990s and has seen how it benefited neighboring villages with jobs and community support. But he worries the companies behind Ambler won't take the same approach.
For Pattee, the jobs represent more than income -- they would allow people to reconnect with their culture. Young Inupiaq hunters once took immense pride in providing for their families, he said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A pros and cons list of the Ambler Road hangs on the wall outside a classroom at Ambler School in Ambler, Alaska, Friday, Oct. 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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"That was their proud moment. That was what they lived for," he said. "Nowadays, without being able to afford hunting, a lot of that's been taken away."
As for impacts on fish and caribou, Pattee believes mining safeguards work. In addition to wilderness guiding, he works as an environmental technical supervisor at Red Dog Mine and has seen good practices firsthand.
Still, "there's always a worry," he said.
What would be left

Nick Jans, an author who moved to Ambler in 1979, has watched the landscape transform over 46 years. When he first arrived, permafrost banks held firm against the rivers and caribou poured through by the hundreds of thousands.
The road, he argued, would deliver the final blow to a landscape already stressed by climate change.
"This isn't about my backyard -- this is about your backyard. This is the world's backyard," he said, his voice catching. "We have to protect something that was this planet as it was before us. Otherwise, we're gonna lose our way. And I would say we already have."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nick Jans, an author who moved to Ambler, Alaska, in 1979, walks through the woods outside his home Monday, Sept. 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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The night after his unsuccessful hunt, Pattee and his family gathered around a table of bowhead whale, beluga, seal and moose -- a rare meal all together as relatives had flown in from Anchorage. Like many in Ambler, Pattee's family members have left over the years to find jobs. In a village this small, each departure is felt -- the population has dwindled from 320 in 2010 to some 200 today.
"We're losing our community. We're literally losing it," he said. "People want to be home but they just don't have the opportunities to keep them there."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A dog plays on the first snow of the season in Ambler, Alaska, Wednesday, Oct. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]
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___
Follow Annika Hammerschlag on Instagram @ahammergram.
___

The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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    Botulism outbreak sickens more than 50 babies and expands to all ByHeart products




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Stephen Dexter holds a container of ByHeart baby formula, which was recently recalled by ByHeart, in Flagstaff, Ariz., on Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Cheyanne Mumphrey, File)]
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                                        Federal health officials on Wednesday expanded an outbreak of infant botulism tied to recalled ByHeart baby formula to include all illnesses reported since the company began production in March 2022.
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration said investigators "cannot rule out the possibility that contamination might have affected all ByHeart formula products" ever made.
The outbreak now includes at least 51 infants in 19 states. The new case definition includes "any infant with botulism who was exposed to ByHeart formula at any time since the product's release," according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The most recent illness was reported on Dec. 1. 
No deaths have been reported in the outbreak, which was announced Nov. 8.
Previously, health officials had said the outbreak included 39 suspected or confirmed cases of infant botulism reported in 18 states since August. That's when officials at California's Infant Botulism Treatment and Prevention Program reported a rise in treatment of infants who had consumed ByHeart formula. Another 12 cases were identified with the expanded definition, including two that occurred in the original timeline and 10 that occurred from December 2023 through July 2025.

    
ByHeart, a New York-based manufacturer of organic infant formula founded in 2016, recalled all its products sold in the U.S. on Nov. 11. The company, which accounts for about 1% of the U.S. infant formula market, had been selling about 200,000 cans of the product each month. 



    
        




    




News that ByHeart products could have been contaminated for years was distressing to Andi Galindo, whose 5-week-old daughter, Rowan, was hospitalized in December 2023 with infant botulism after drinking the formula. Galindo, 36, of Redondo Beach, California, said she insisted on using ByHeart formula to supplement a low supply of breast milk because it was recommended by a lactation consultant as "very natural, very gentle, very good for the babies." 

    
    
    
"That's a hard one," Galindo said. "If there is proof that there were issues with their manufacturing and their plant all the way back from the beginning, that is a problem and they really need to be held accountable."

    
Amy Mazziotti, 43, of Burbank, California, said her then-5-month-old son, Hank, fell ill and was treated for botulism in March, weeks after he began drinking ByHeart. Being included in the investigation of the outbreak "feels like a win for all of us," she said Wednesday. 
"I've known in my gut from the beginning that ByHeart was the reason Hank got sick, and to see that these cases are now part of the investigation brings me to tears -- a mix of relief, gratitude and hope that the truth is finally being recognized," she said. 
In a statement late Wednesday, ByHeart officials said the company is cooperating with federal officials "to understand the full scope of related cases." 
"The new cases reported by CDC and FDA will help inform ByHeart's investigation as we continue to seek the root cause of the contamination," the statement said. 

    
Lab tests detected contamination
The FDA sent inspectors last month to ByHeart plants in Allerton, Iowa, and Portland, Oregon, where the formula is produced and packaged. The agency has released no results from those inspections. 
The company previously reported that tests by an independent laboratory showed that 36 samples from three different lots contained the type of bacteria that can cause infant botulism.
"We cannot rule out the risk that all ByHeart formula across all product lots may have been contaminated," the company wrote on its website last month. 
Those results and discussions with the FDA led CDC officials to expand the outbreak, according to Dr. Jennifer Cope, a CDC scientist leading the investigation. 
"It looks like the contamination appeared to persist across all production runs, different lots, different raw material lots," Cope said. "They couldn't isolate it to specific lots from a certain time period." 
Inspection documents showed that ByHeart had a history of problems with contamination. 

    
In 2022, the year ByHeart started making formula, the company recalled five batches of infant formula after a sample at a packaging plant tested positive for a different germ, cronobacter sakazakii. In 2023, the FDA sent a warning letter to the company detailing "areas that still require corrective actions." 
A ByHeart plant in Reading, Pennsylvania, was shut down in 2023 just before FDA inspectors found problems with mold, water leaks and insects, documents show. 

    
Infant botulism is rare
Infant botulism is a rare disease that affects fewer than 200 babies in the U.S. each year. It's caused when infants ingest botulism bacteria that produce spores that germinate in the intestines, creating a toxin that affects the nervous system. Babies are vulnerable until about age 1 because their gut microbiomes are not mature enough to fight the toxin.
Baby formula has previously been linked to sporadic cases of illness, but no known outbreaks of infant botulism tied to powdered formula have previously been confirmed, according to research studies.
Symptoms can take up to 30 days to develop and can include constipation, poor feeding, loss of head control, drooping eyelids and a flat facial expression. Babies may feel "floppy" and can have problems swallowing or breathing. 
The sole treatment for infant botulism is known as BabyBIG, an IV medication made from the pooled blood plasma of adults immunized against botulism. California's infant botulism program developed the product and is the sole source worldwide.
The antibodies provided by BabyBIG are likely most effective for about a month, although they may continue circulating in the child's system for several months, said Dr. Sharon Nachman, an expert in pediatric infectious disease at Stony Brook Children's Hospital.
"The risk to the infant is ongoing and the family should not be using this formula after it was recalled," Nachman said in an email.
Families of several babies treated for botulism after drinking ByHeart formula have sued the company. Lawsuits filed in federal courts allege that the formula they fed their children was defective and ByHeart was negligent in selling it. They seek financial payment for medical bills, emotional distress and other harm.
___
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    Hundreds are quarantined in South Carolina as measles spreads in 2 US outbreaks




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anna Hicks prepares a measles, mumps and rubella vaccine at the Andrews County Health Department, Tuesday, April 8, 2025, in Andrews, Texas. (AP Photo/Annie Rice, File)]
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                                        Measles outbreaks are growing along the Utah-Arizona border and in South Carolina, where hundreds are in quarantine.
Between Friday and Tuesday, South Carolina health officials confirmed 27 new measles cases in an outbreak in and around northwestern Spartanburg County. In two months, 111 people have been sickened by the vaccine-preventable virus. 
More than 250 people, including students from nine area elementary, middle and high schools, are in quarantine -- some for the second time since the outbreak began in October. Most of the state's new cases stemmed from exposures at Way of Truth Church in Inman. Church leaders have been "very helpful," said state epidemiologist Dr. Linda Bell.
"We are faced with ongoing transmission that we anticipate will go on for many more weeks, at least in our state," said Bell.
In Arizona and Utah, an outbreak has ballooned since August. Mohave County, Arizona has logged 172 cases and the Southwest Utah Public Health Department has logged 82 cases. The border cities of Colorado City, Arizona, and Hildale, Utah, are the heaviest hit.

    
Overall, Utah has confirmed 115 measles cases this year. Arizona has confirmed 176.



    
        




    




Nationally, the measles case count is nearing 2,000 for a disease that has been considered eliminated in the U.S. since 2000, a result of routine childhood vaccinations.
Last month, Canada lost that designation -- which applies when there is no continuous local spread of the virus -- as did the larger health region of the Americas. 

    
    
    
Experts say the U.S. is also at risk of losing that status. For that to happen, measles would have to spread continuously for a year. A large outbreak in Texas, New Mexico and Oklahoma that started in January sickened nearly 900 and kicked off the United States' worst measles year in more than three decades. 
All but eight states have logged at least one measles case this year, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The CDC has confirmed 47 outbreaks this year, compared with 16 in 2024. Three people -- two of them Texas school children -- have died.

    
The measles, mumps and rubella vaccine is safe and provides 97% protection against the disease after two doses. Most children in the U.S. are required to get the shot to attend school. But vaccination rates have declined as more parents waive the shots or have fallen behind on recommended vaccination schedules.
___
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    US suicide rate fell in 2024 after hovering at high level




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man walks along a trail during sunset near Manhattan, Kan., on Nov. 20, 2015. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The U.S. suicide rate dropped slightly last year from some of the highest levels ever reported, preliminary data suggests. Experts say it's hard to know exactly why, or whether the decline will continue.
A little over 48,800 suicide deaths were reported in 2024, according to provisional data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, roughly 500 fewer than the year before.
The overall suicide rate fell to 13.7 per 100,000 people. 
Suicides rose for nearly two decades aside from a two-year drop around the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. Then they shot up again, to more than 14 per 100,000 from 2021 to 2023. 
Experts caution that suicide -- the nation's 10th leading cause of death in 2024 -- is complicated and that attempts can be driven by a range of factors. Contributors include higher rates of depression, limited availability of mental health services and the availability of guns. About 55% of all suicide deaths involve firearms, according to CDC data.

    
Rates vary across age groups and locations. For example the suicide rate for Americans in their late 20s and early 30s fell significantly in 2024, but it remained pretty stable for other age groups. And rates fell in some states in the South and Midwest but not in the Mountain West.



    
        




    




"There's a lot to dig into as we're starting to think about what could be responsible for a potential decline," said Katherine Keyes, a Columbia University public health professor who studies suicide. 

    
    
    
That includes understanding "whether this is a blip on the radar" or the start of a prolonged decline, she added.
It has helped that some large health systems -- including the one run by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs -- have set up programs to screen or identify at-risk people, said Dr. Christine Moutier, chief medical officer of the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention.

    
Another possible contributor is a 3-year-old national crisis line that allows anyone to dial 988 to reach a mental health specialist. It has a special option for military veterans, a group at higher risk for suicide. 
But the Trump administration decided last summer to eliminate an option that connected callers with a counselor trained in supporting LGBTQ+ people under age 25 -- another group at higher risk.
"I don't think it's a good sign that we're eliminating programs that are designed to reach out to the highest-risk individuals," Keyes said.
Suicides are often underreported, with some families seeing shame in having a loved one's death listed as a suicide, said Alexandra Lord, a public health historian at the National Museum of American History, and that likely continues to be true to some extent.
But Moutier said there is less stigma than in the past and people are more willing to seek out help.
___
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    US ice cream makers say they'll stop using artificial dyes by 2028




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The giant Turkey Hill Cow looms over festival goers sampling ice cream at Taste of Omaha on May 31, 2015, in Omaha, Neb. (Kent Sievers/Omaha World-Herald via AP, FILE)]



        

        
        
            
                    The giant Turkey Hill Cow looms over festival goers sampling ice cream at Taste of Omaha on May 31, 2015, in Omaha, Neb. (Kent Sievers/Omaha World-Herald via AP, FILE)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            JONEL ALECCIA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Ice cream makers representing about 90% of the U.S. supply of the frozen treat have pledged to remove artificial dyes from their products in less than three years, federal health officials said Monday. 
The move is the latest voluntary effort by food manufacturers to heed calls from the Trump administration to remove synthetic dyes over concerns about potential health effects. In recent weeks, companies including Nestle, Kraft Heinz and General Mills said they would pull artificial colors from their foods, too.
"This is a Renaissance moment for health in America," U.S. Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Marty Makary said at a news conference. 
About 40 makers of ice cream and frozen dairy desserts said they would remove seven petroleum-based dyes from their products by 2028, according to Michael Dykes, president of the International Dairy Foods Association. The colors are Red 3, Red 40, Green 3, Blue 1, Blue 2, Yellow 5 and Yellow 6. The trade group wouldn't identify the firms, although Turkey Hill Dairy chief executive Andy Jacobs joined the gathering. 

    
The national focus on artificial food dyes is "a good step to take," but officials should not ignore larger known contributors to chronic disease, including the added sugars and saturated fat commonly found in ice cream, said Deanna Hoelscher, a University of Texas nutrition expert. 



    
        




    




"Just taking out or changing the food dye source is not necessarily going to make it a healthy option," she said. "It still is a food that should be consumed in moderation."

    
    
    
However, Makary also hinted that new federal dietary guidelines, expected later this year, would challenge established links between saturated fat and heart disease, ending what he called "a 70-year demonization of natural saturated fat." 
The average American eats about 4 gallons of ice cream a year, the IDFA said. 
Health advocates have long called for the removal of artificial dyes from foods, citing mixed studies showing that they may cause some neurobehavioral problems, such as hyperactivity and attention problems, in some children. The Food and Drug Administration has maintained that approved dyes are safe and that "most children have no adverse effects" when consuming foods made with them. 

    
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has criticized the dyes and pressured manufacturers to remove them from foods. In their place, manufacturers should use dyes made from fruit juices, plant extracts and other sources, federal officials said. 
The FDA has approved new natural color additives in recent months, including a new blue color made from the fruit of the gardenia announced Monday. Gardenia (genipin) blue is approved for use in sports drinks, candies and certain other products, the agency said. 
Makary also sent a letter to food manufacturers on Monday that "encourages" them to speed up removal of the dye known as Red 3, which was banned in January. Food makers have until 2027 to remove the dye, which was found to cause cancer in laboratory rats, but not humans. 

    
Some food companies have said they will stop using artificial dyes, but relying on voluntary action rather than regulatory requirements won't guarantee compliance, said Thomas Galligan, a scientist with the Center for Science in the Public Interest, a consumer advocacy group. 
"Talk is cheap," Galligan said. "It's easy for companies to make promises to look like they're being compliant and generate goodwill among consumers and the Trump administration, but it remains to be seen if they will actually follow through."
___ 
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                    Technology

    Microsoft investing $17.5 billion in India for AI and cloud infrastructure




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this handout photo provided by Microsoft, Chief Executive Officer Satya Nadella, left, shakes hands with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi during their meeting in New Delhi, India, Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025. (Microsoft via AP)]
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- Microsoft on Tuesday announced its biggest-ever Asia investment, amounting to $17.5 billion, in India over the next four years to advance the country's cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure.
CEO Satya Nadella revealed this in an X post after meeting with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi.
Nadella said that Microsoft was committing the investments to help India build the "infrastructure, skills and sovereign capabilities" needed for its AI future.
The announcement underscores the growing global competition among major technology companies to expand in India, which has become one of the world's fastest-growing digital markets.
In October, Google said it will invest $15 billion in India over the next five years to establish its first AI hub in the country. Located in the southern city of Visakhapatnam, the hub will be one of Google's largest globally.

    
Nadella is in India on a three-day trip that includes discussions with policymakers, as well as participation in AI-focused events in the country's tech hub, Bengaluru, and financial capital, Mumbai.
India has set ambitious targets to become a leading global hub for AI and semiconductor manufacturing. The government has introduced financial incentives aimed at attracting global chipmakers and major technology companies to strengthen the country's innovation ecosystem, boost jobs and reduce dependence on imported technologies. 



    
        




    




"When it comes to AI, the world is optimistic about India," Modi said on X after meeting with Nadella.

    
    
    
Microsoft's latest India investment plan tops its earlier announcement this year of investing $3 billion in building cloud and AI infrastructure, as well as new data centers and skilling the workforce over the next two years.

    
    
    
The company, which has operated in India for more than three decades, employs more than 22,000 people in the country and has been expanding cloud and data center capacity to support advanced computing needs.

Microsoft said in a statement that it hopes to scale up its ongoing operations across India. It plans to have its largest hyperscale presence in the country with a new data center going live in mid-2026.
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    Biotech: South Dakota revs up for the future in a young, growing industry
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                                        In the northwest corner of Sioux Falls, an 80-acre campus opened its first building this year dedicated entirely to expanding the state's life science and biotechnology research industry.
After nearly 30 years of planning and development, the University of South Dakota Discovery District now provides lab and office space to emerging and established companies that specialize in those promising areas of growth.
It's representative of the collaboration among major entities across the state working to ensure that, as these emerging technology fields seek to expand nationwide, South Dakota is atop the list. 
Dozens of companies and universities are part of the budding industry, including health care giants Sanford Health and Avera Health and Rapid City-based innovation company Phylloceuticals.
According to Built In, an online tech community, "biotech is the intersection of biological, engineering and computer sciences, which uses living organisms (or parts of them) and biological systems to create products and services with a wide range of applications."

    
Those include pharmaceutical research, food and fuel production, chemical manufacturing, breeding for biodiversity, and the production of hazardous materials and weapons.



    
        




    




Joni Ekstrum, executive director of the South Dakota Biotech Association, told News Watch that interest in the industry is only increasing as the technology develops.

    
    
    
"Membership (of the association) has grown in size. We've gotten new, not just biotech members, but people that are interested in the biotech industry, such as law firms, such as construction companies, architecture firms. They want to be part of us. They want to see it grow. They are excited about what their future can be," Ekstrum said.

    
Market study illustrates a growing, but young, industry
The Discovery District's 2025 Market Study provides an overview of the biotech industry in South Dakota and nationwide.
Tung Nguyen, who handles marketing, developed the study, which is now in its third year. For the 2025 iteration, he traveled to the BIO International Convention in Boston and spoke to major players in the biotech and life sciences industries about their focuses for the coming year and what South Dakota may offer to them.
Emerging themes from the market study are the convenience of South Dakota's interstate and highway system, growth of health care and pharmaceutical imports and an affordable environment for early-stage business development.
The study quotes one international life sciences company as saying, "A business may have five years of runway in Boston, but for the same capital, that business can have a 10-year runway in South Dakota."
Nguyen said that for many companies, South Dakota's smaller industry, easy access to major legislative and industry players and collaborative nature can also be a draw.
"I think in South Dakota, considering our small population size, sometimes we kind of naturally collaborate," Nguyen told News Watch. "I think naturally, we just know who the people are. And the circle's relatively small in that regard."

    
Former Gov. Mike Rounds established funding for specialized research centers at public universities in 2004, so South Dakota entered the bioscience and research space relatively recently. That means ongoing collaboration will be necessary into the future, Ekstrum said.
"If we look at where we came from in the past 20 years, we've come a long way, honestly," she said.
"We do need to have the state's help with some of those operations because we are small, because we're trying to grow this industry. So it will take ongoing state dollars."
Several states offer tax credits or other incentives to support bioscience development, like research and development tax credits or grant matches through the federal Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program. South Dakota is one of two states without any incentive programs for the biotech industry, according to BIO's Best Practices 2025 report.
South Dakota's Established Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) published the South Dakota Science and Technology Plan in March. That report says that the state's business research and development and academic R&D efforts rank 47th and 50th in the country, respectively. Those rankings have gotten lower in the past decade, as neighbors Wyoming and North Dakota moved up.

    
Nguyen said that while the state's rankings are "humbling," they do not mean certain death for the biotech and life science industries, which rely heavily on research in the state.
"What I was trying to demonstrate in the market study is how can we look at the numbers differently? Since we ranked so low, that doesn't necessarily mean we are bad at academic research or our students aren't capable of doing these things," Nguyen said.

    
State-specific opportunities are the future of biotech
Nguyen said that he hopes to see companies come to South Dakota because of the state's unique qualities, which have the opportunity to set it apart from tech hubs like Silicon Valley or nearby major metropolitan areas like Minneapolis.
"The question I always ask myself is, 'What's the point of replicating another cluster in America?' What's the point of that? Because I think if we do that, we risk kind of losing our own identity in some ways. Our own unique differentiators, that other places may not have," Nguyen said.
Ekstrum said that some of those differentiators lie in the state's success in other industries, many of which have begun to see biotech applications to their practices.
"Yes, we do have great strengths, like a low tax environment. That is a huge draw for many companies wanting to come here. That's the big thing. So then building upon that, what other resources do we have? We've got a tremendous amount of commodities in ag. We're rich in that space," Ekstrum said.
"Valued-added ag is a big thing for us. How do we do more processing here in our state to make it more profitable for those farmers? Rather than just exporting their corn, how can we process it here to make it something better, something different?"
Part of the reason Nguyen is hopeful for the industry's future is the state's close relationship to the Department of Defense, including through Ellsworth Air Force Base near Rapid City and Dakota State University in Madison.
Biotech has risen to the top of mind in the White House as a national security issue, which elevates South Dakota's ability to adapt to future regulation or collaboration with federal agencies, he said.
"South Dakota has a really rich and strong history in military defense. But I think, as the federal and the macro picture is biotech becoming more of a national asset, I think that's going to also increase collaboration within our state. It's going to be more of a talking point," Nguyen said. 
Discovery District begins attracting companies in first year of operation
The first building in the Discovery District has three tenants already operating in the space, including OmegaQuant LLC, a nutritional analytics company. That leaves 25,000 square feet of space still available.
Discovery District President and CEO Ryan Oines said one of the benefits of the research park is job creation. The district projects 2,800 new workers in the biotech and life science industry by the time of its completion, which is currently estimated on a 25-year timeline.
"I always look at it from, 'Can we help the existing ecosystem, meaning add jobs, add tax base, but also can we bring opportunities for the student workforce that's just across the parking lot (at USD's Sioux Falls campus)?' And hopefully feed some of those companies with opportunities to fill empty positions or grow research," Oines said.
And as more companies begin to join the space, there will be a domino effect, Oines said, bringing more industry players into the state, which will take time.

"Each organization that we talk to, it builds momentum. And so being able to bring in another biotech company will build momentum to a product or a service provider, a consultant that works with that company," Oines said.
"In the research park world, we always say it's a 20-year overnight success."
___
This story was originally published by South Dakota News Watch and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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                    Technology

    California police pull over a self-driving Waymo for an illegal U-turn, but they can't ticket




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Waymo vehicle drives past a No U-Turn sign in San Bruno, Calif., Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            A Waymo vehicle drives past a No U-Turn sign in San Bruno, Calif., Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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            A Waymo vehicle drives past a No U-Turn sign in San Bruno, Calif., Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Waymo vehicle makes a left turn in San Bruno, Calif., Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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            A Waymo vehicle makes a left turn in San Bruno, Calif., Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Waymo vehicle, right, drives in San Bruno, Calif., Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            A Waymo vehicle, right, drives in San Bruno, Calif., Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            JANIE HAR

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Police in Northern California were understandably perplexed when they pulled over a Waymo taxi after it made an illegal U-turn, only to find no driver behind the wheel and therefore, no one to ticket. 
The San Bruno Police Department wrote in now viral weekend social media posts that officers were conducting a DUI operation early Saturday morning when a self-driving Waymo made the illegal turn in front of them. 
Officers stopped the vehicle, but declined to write a ticket as their "citation books don't have a box for 'robot'." 
"That's right ... no driver, no hands, no clue," read the post, which was accompanied by photos of an officer peering into the car. 
Officers contacted Waymo to report what they called a "glitch," and in the post, they said they hope reprogramming will deter more illegal moves. 
The department's Facebook post has generated more than 500 comments, with many people outraged that police didn't ticket the company. People also wanted to know how police got the car to pull over.

    
But San Bruno Sgt. Scott Smithmatungol said they can only ticket a human driver or operator for a moving violation, unlike parking tickets that can be left with the vehicle. 



    
        




    




A new state law that kicks in next year will allow police to report moving violations to the Department of Motor Vehicles, which is figuring out the specifics, including potential penalties, the Los Angeles Times reports. 

    
    
    
Waymo spokesperson Julia Ilina told the LA Times that the company's autonomous driving system is closely monitored by regulators. "We are looking into this situation and are committed to improving road safety through our ongoing learnings and experience," Ilina said.
Waymos currently operate in Phoenix, Los Angeles and San Francisco and in areas south of the city, including the suburb of San Bruno. 

"It blew up a lot bigger than we thought," Smithmatungol said of the viral post to The Associated Press on Tuesday. "We're not a large agency like San Francisco." 
San Bruno has about 40,000 residents and a sworn police force of 50 officers, he said. 
Waymo is owned by Google's parent company, Alphabet. 
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                    Lifestyle

    American West art masterpieces from a billionaire Koch brother head to auction




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Christie's shows Frederic Remington's painting, "Argument with the Town Marshall." (Frederic Remington/Christie's Images Ltd. via AP)]
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            This image provided by Christie's shows Frederic Remington's painting, "Argument with the Town Marshall." (Frederic Remington/Christie's Images Ltd. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Christie's shows N.C. Wyeth's painting, "Wild Bill Hickok at Cards." (N.C. Wyeth/Christie's Images Ltd. via AP)]
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            This image provided by Christie's shows N.C. Wyeth's painting, "Wild Bill Hickok at Cards." (N.C. Wyeth/Christie's Images Ltd. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Christie's shows Alfred Jacob Miller's painting, "The Buffalo Hunt." (Alfred Jacob Miller/Christie's Images Ltd. via AP)]
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            This image provided by Christie's shows Alfred Jacob Miller's painting, "The Buffalo Hunt." (Alfred Jacob Miller/Christie's Images Ltd. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated image provided by Christie's shows Charles Marion Russell's painting, "The Sun Worshippers." (Charles Marion Russell via AP)]
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            This undated image provided by Christie's shows Charles Marion Russell's painting, "The Sun Worshippers." (Charles Marion Russell via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Christie's shows Frederic Remington's painting, "Coming to the Call." (Frederic Remington/Christie's Images Ltd. via AP)]
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            This image provided by Christie's shows Frederic Remington's painting, "Coming to the Call." (Frederic Remington/Christie's Images Ltd. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            COREY WILLIAMS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Some of the most recognizable artwork depicting the American West is heading to auction at Christie's, where dozens of pieces from billionaire Bill Koch's collection are expected to fetch at least $50 million.
The in-person "Visions of the West" sale will take place in New York over two sessions beginning Jan. 20, with the final lots offered -- appropriately -- at high noon the following day. Koch's holdings include major works by Frederic Remington, Charles Marion Russell and Albert Bierstadt, artists whose images of cowboys, Native Americans and sweeping landscapes helped define how generations came to picture the American frontier.
Tylee Abbott, head of Christie's American Art Department, said interest in Western subjects has remained strong as new audiences discover the culture and mythology of the region.
"What is out West? What is over the horizon?" he mused. "It goes on to embody the American spirit."

    
Bill Koch's brothers David and Charles Koch were major donors to conservative causes. Although he has pursued different ventures since a 1980s business dispute with his brothers, Bill Koch traces his longtime love of Western art to their childhood.


"I was born and raised in Kansas and spent childhood summers working on my father's ranches in Montana and Texas," Koch said in a statement to The Associated Press. He described himself as "a child of the American Plains," shaped by the Western art that hung in his home and the stories of the region's past.

    
    
    
The auction will include 16 sculptures by Remington, along with his painting "Coming to the Call," which is expected to sell for $6 million to $8 million, according to Christie's. There will also be both a small and large version of Remington's "Bronco Buster" bronze sculpture. Russell's "The Sun Worshippers" is projected to sell for $4 million to $6 million. Bierstadt's bright vistas of mountains and plains are also among the featured works.

    
Michael Clawson, executive editor of Western Art Collector magazine, said the esthetics of the region continue to surprise people who see them for the first time.
"When you come here, there is something about the light, the atmosphere, the colors," said Clawson, who grew up in Phoenix. He said the Western art genre has existed since the early 1800s and remains vibrant today, as younger collectors discover the genre and new artists keep it alive.
And in the current century, population and wealth have surged across several Western states, with Arizona, Utah and Nevada each gaining well over a million residents since 2000. In the last decade, the median household income in the West rose from $58,000 in 2014 to almost $93,000 in 2024, according to the U.S. Census Bureau's American Community Survey.

The sale at Christie's could attract collectors from across the nation, and the scale of the auction likely makes it one of the most significant Western art offerings in years. Christie's has not said why Koch is selling, with the billionaire telling the AP simply, "It is time to pass along these pieces." 
___
Associated Press writer Mike Schneider in Orlando, Florida, contributed to this story.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/christies-american-western-art-auction-bill-koch-53943c11129ed6ca3f4e8ebb61e19ac4



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Lifestyle

    A classic Italian cookbook finally gets an English edition after years of effort
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                    This image released by Voracious shows "The Talisman of Happiness" by Ada Boni. (Voracious via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            MARK KENNEDY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- As a child growing up in Italy, Lidia Bastianich recalls seeing one particular cookbook in just about everyone's kitchen. It was called "The Talisman of Happiness" and it was often given as a wedding present to couples starting new lives together.
"It has all the basic recipes. And it says the basic thing -- that food is a connector, that food is happiness," she says.
The book by Ada Boni -- its Italian title is "Il Talismano della Felicita" -- was first published in 1929, and became a go-to place to find the recipe for spaghetti carbonara or pork galantine. Its simplicity and accessibility got it compared to "The Joy of Cooking," but it predated Irma S. Rombauer's iconic work.
This fall, the first English edition of the complete work -- with nearly 1,700 recipes -- arrives on shelves, thanks to years of dogged pursuit by Voracious publisher Michael Szczerban.
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[image: This image provided by Heritage Auctions shows artwork by Tom Jung created for the 1977 movie "Star Wars." (Heritage Auctions via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The painting that introduced 'Star Wars' to the world fetches $3.9M at auction
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Discovery of the first fragment of iron pyrite in 2017, at Barnham, Suffof, England. (Jordan Mansfield/Pathways to Ancient Britain Project via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Study finds humans were making fire 400,000 years ago, far earlier than once thought
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Black Friday Shoppers enter Macy's flagship store at opening time in New York on Friday, Nov. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Angelina Katsanis)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A guide to good manners at the retail counter this holiday season
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




The hunt is on
He first heard about it from Samin Nosrat, author of "Salt Fat Acid Heat," and that, combined with his love of Italy, led him on a more than decade-long journey to get the rights to publish it in English. "Just the poetry of that name -- 'The Talisman of Happiness' -- it felt timeless and also like it was from so long ago," Szczerban says. 
Boni, who died in 1973, was one of Italy's first food writers, and the seeds of "The Talisman of Happiness" grew from a magazine. She codified and tested dishes that have remained the backbone of Italian cooking and reflect regional differences. There are 10 gnocchi recipes, 12 minestrones and 20 risottos. 

    
    
    
"This is a cookbook that's really meant for cooking. It is a book for cooks. It's a book that's intended to be used, not just to sit on a coffee table or on a shelf, but to become yours," says Szczerban. 
There's no frilly language or stories. Each entry includes ingredients, and the directions are usually just a few paragraphs, telling the home cook to look for the meat to be "done" and the vegetables to be seasoned "to taste." 

    
Unlike recipes from Milk Street, Bon Appetit or America's Test Kitchen, Boni didn't weigh things to the gram or even dictate oven degrees. Her Cod with White Wine only specifies "a few spoons" of wine. Elsewhere, she calls for a "finger of oil" or "a few leaves of rosemary."
"I think that there was a very specific editorial vision for these recipes, which was to give you enough to make it, but not so much that you couldn't make it your own," Szczerban says.
A 12-year sleuthing adventure
The more Szczerban learned about "The Talisman of Happiness," the more intrigued he became. What at first was an impulse to find a copy for himself grew into something larger. 
"As I began to understand more of what it was -- the place that it seemed to have had in Italian history and culture, and then the spread of Italian cooking throughout the world -- I thought, 'I don't need just a copy of this. I need to be able to use my position as a publisher to bring this to the rest of the English-language world,'" he says.
The book had been updated regularly in Italy and there had been a few stabs at an English version, but the recipes were changed in order to tailor them to American tastes and heavily abridged. "Nobody had translated the full beast," Szczerban says.

    
Szczerban started a sleuthing adventure that took some 12 years -- calling random numbers at the Italian publisher with a script created from Google Translate, poring over bankruptcy reports to see who might have inherited the intellectual property rights, and talking to every Italian book figure and agent he could. 
A breakthrough came when he contacted a book packager -- like a movie producer, but for books -- who knew somebody who knew someone else who maybe could locate a relative. A few months later, they found a great-nephew. "I think you needed somebody on the ground in Italy to unlock the relationship of trust," says Szczerban.
He decided to use the 1959 Italian edition as the model, tapping eight translators. He removed only recipes that were completely unworkable and sections on Italian etiquette that were dated. The original edition was constantly consulted.

    
"We wanted it to be Ada's book, still. We weren't trying to modernize it. We were trying to preserve it and to keep it intact," he says. "The word talisman, to me, has such power. I wanted it to be the talisman it was back when it was first published."
Bastianich wrote a forward for the English edition and says it captures the culture, religion, topography and climate of Italy. "Italians really, really cherish their cultural heritage," she says. 
Szczerban has already seen it in effect. For an office potluck, a sales rep who liked the book decided to make Baked Wine Donuts -- a sort of shortbread cookie with wine mixed into the flour.
"She's not a baker. She's never seen this thing before. But there was something intriguing about it that got her into the kitchen and, I'll tell you, these were amazing," he says.

    
"They turned out the first time, and going out a little bit beyond her comfort zone gave her the confidence to take on the next recipe and the next recipe. To me, that is kind of the magic of a book like this: It can seduce you in some way, but then it gives you something back."
___
Baked Wine Donuts

Makes 36
Ingredients
31/3 cups all-purpose flour
3/4 cup olive oil
1/2 cup sugar
3/4 cup wine
Oil for greasing
Directions
Put the flour in a heap and add the oil, sugar, and a glass of light wine, white or red, in the well in the middle. You need a paste that is neither too hard nor too soft. Make it into a ball, let it rest for a few minutes, and then divide it into 4 or 5 pieces.
Take one piece at a time and stretch it over a lightly floured board to make a roll the width of your thumb. Cut this into pieces of about 8 inches and make a donut out of each one, pressing the ends together so that they do not then open. Proceed in the same way until all are used up.
Line up the donuts on a lightly oiled baking sheet, sprinkle them with sugar, and bake them for about 20 minutes in a preheated oven at a good heat.
___

Excerpted from "The Talisman of Happiness" by Ada Boni. Copyright (copyright) 2025 by Elwin Street. Used with permission of Voracious, an imprint of Little, Brown and Company. New York, NY. All rights reserved.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/talisman-happiness-italy-cookbook-7ca5a58b59699f986af6026e58923c11



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Religion

    Young adults are waiting in line to worship at this fast-growing Atlanta church
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            Atlanta's 2819 Church and its viral pastor has grown from less than 200 weekly churchgoers in 2023 to about 6,000 today. Lines packed with young people snake outside the church before service as hundreds wait to hear Pastor Philip Anthony Mitchell. (AP Video/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pastor Philip Anthony Mitchell preaches at 2819 Church on Nov. 16, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Pastor Philip Anthony Mitchell preaches at 2819 Church on Nov. 16, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Brandi Porter, left, and Kennedy Onley, right, engage in a call and response with churchgoers as they wait in line on Nov. 16, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Brandi Porter, left, and Kennedy Onley, right, engage in a call and response with churchgoers as they wait in line on Nov. 16, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A churchgoer lifts her arm in worship at 2819 Church on Nov. 16, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 8 | 
            A churchgoer lifts her arm in worship at 2819 Church on Nov. 16, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People wait in line before the 8:30 am church service at 2819 Church on Nov. 16, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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[image: Nyriyah Hullman, center, and Brooklyn Marshall, right, hold hands to pray with fellow members of 2819 Church on Nov. 16, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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[image: Members of the 2819 welcome team wave streamers and shake tambourines while singing popular Christian worship songs as guests enter 2819 Church on Nov. 16, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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[image: Churchgoers worship at 2819 Church on Nov. 16, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- After Atlanta pastor Philip Anthony Mitchell stopped dwelling on growing his congregation about three years ago, its attendance surged. Now, lines packed with young adults snake outside 2819 Church, some arriving as early as 5:30 a.m. to secure a spot for Sunday worship.
Christian rap and contemporary music blast like a block party as volunteers cheer into megaphones for around 6,000 weekly churchgoers -- up from less than 200 in 2023, the church reports. Inside the sanctuary, the atmosphere turns serious. Many drawn to 2819's riveting worship are hungry for Mitchell's animated intensity and signature preaching: No sugarcoating the Bible. 
After spirited prayers and songs leave many crying, Mitchell ambles onstage in his all-black uniform, sometimes in quiet contemplation or tears, before launching into a fiery sermon. His messages, unpolished and laden with challenges to revere God and live better, often spread quickly online. A recent prayer event drew far more people than State Farm Arena could handle, with many flying in.

    
Crying, shouting, storming across the platform and punching the air, Mitchell preaches with his whole body -- and an urgency to bring people to faith before they die or what he calls Jesus' impending return to Earth. 
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[image: This image provided by Heritage Auctions shows artwork by Tom Jung created for the 1977 movie "Star Wars." (Heritage Auctions via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The painting that introduced 'Star Wars' to the world fetches $3.9M at auction
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Discovery of the first fragment of iron pyrite in 2017, at Barnham, Suffof, England. (Jordan Mansfield/Pathways to Ancient Britain Project via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Study finds humans were making fire 400,000 years ago, far earlier than once thought
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Black Friday Shoppers enter Macy's flagship store at opening time in New York on Friday, Nov. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Angelina Katsanis)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A guide to good manners at the retail counter this holiday season
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




"It is life or death for me," Mitchell told The Associated Press, comparing preaching to the front lines of war. "There are souls that are hanging in the balance. ... I think about the fact that in that room somebody might hear the Gospel, and that might be their last opportunity." 

    
    
    
The church -- whose name references Matthew 28:19, a Bible verse commanding believers to go "make disciples of all the nations" -- is nondenominational and theologically conservative, with beliefs opposing abortion and in support of marriage only between a man and a woman. 
The congregation's growth has attracted people of many races and ages, but it's predominantly young Black adults. Their youth is notable since Americans ages 18 to 24 are less likely than older adults to identify as Christian or attend religious services regularly, according to Pew Research Center.

    
Sharp sermons and moving worship
Warren Bird, an expert on fast-growing churches, believes the right leader is key to a church's growth -- along with God's help -- and described Mitchell as "speaking a language" that connects with young people who other pastors haven't reached.
Churchgoers say Mitchell's message resonates because he carefully walks them through scripture and talks candidly about his spiritual transformation, including his past dealing drugs, paying for abortions and attempting suicide.
"I'm still a little rough around the edges, right? I still got a little hood in me," said Mitchell, who still speaks with a regional New York accent.
Many at 2819 want more than motivational speeches and say Mitchell's sermons are counterweights to the feel-good American preaching he criticizes.
"I'm preaching without watering that down, without filtering out things that we think might be too controversial," said Mitchell, who wants people to mature spiritually and insists they can't deal with sin and its consequences without Jesus. 

    
"I think that there is a generation that is gravitating towards that authenticity and truth," he said. "As a result of that, we are seeing lives being radically transformed."
Christian podcaster Megan Ashley said she brought a friend to 2819 who had stepped away from her faith, and Mitchell had an impact. The friend told Ashley, "When he speaks, I believe him."
The tougher messages might hurt some people's feelings, said Donovan Logan, 23.
"But that's what it's supposed to do. If you don't come to church and want to change, then that's not the church you're supposed to be going to," Logan said. 
Elijah McCord, 22, said Mitchell's sermons about sin touch on what's happening around him in Atlanta, and Mitchell's story shows that "there's life in what God has commanded." He also values Mitchell's pleadings to wait until marriage to have sex.
"He biblically talks about sin and repentance and how there's actually hope in the Gospel," McCord said.

    
Churchgoers say 2819's draw goes beyond Mitchell. It's the entire worship experience.
Passing the dancing greeters, the Sunday crowd enters the dark auditorium. It's permeated with prayer and bold instrumental music before the service, which 2819 calls a gathering, officially begins, with hands already lifted amid shouts of praise. Tissue boxes sit at the end of aisles, ready to aid those moved to tears.
"The worship is crazy. The Holy Spirit is just there. Like, tangible presence. You feel it!" said Desirae Dominguez, 24. 

    
Mitchell feels 'ill-equipped' to lead 2819
Mitchell spent 10 years preaching, racking up unfruitful notes from church growth conferences, and eventually started struggling with depression. During that time, he took a transformative trip to Israel where he said encounters with God and other Christians changed him. Then, in 2023, he changed the church's name to 2819.
Mitchell, who has spent three years preaching just from the Book of Matthew alone, said God told him to preach without bringing prepared notes onstage. Although he attended Bible college, he sometimes doubts himself because of his past.
"I shed a lot of tears because I feel often ill-equipped, undeserving," said Mitchell. "I would not have called me if I was God to steward something like this, and sometimes I don't know why my preaching is reaching (people). ... I'm still shocked myself." 
When preparing to preach, "I'm thinking about the brokenness of the people in the room, the troubled marriages, the one who is suicidal. I'm thinking about the young lady who's battling crippling insecurities and don't know that she has a father up there that loves her more than any man she's going to find down here."
When not preaching, Mitchell's demeanor is quieter. He and his staff are "here to serve," he often says.
His large online platform exposes him and sometimes his family to public critique, pushback, and even threats. Some accuse him of self-righteousness or say he's too harsh. He also issued a public apology earlier this year for comments in a sermon about obeying authority that were seen as dismissive of police brutality. 
At times, he says he is deeply affected by criticism and said he repents for some of what critics decried. But Mitchell also finds solace in better understanding Jesus by enduring it. 
Staff constantly adjusts for growth
The church recently moved into its own building, having outgrown the charter school where they held the services, and added a third one. On the first two Sundays at the new location, they added an impromptu fourth gathering because so many people came. 
The staff faced similar conundrums at Access, the church's October prayer event that drew an estimated 40,000 people. State Farm Arena was filled to capacity, as was an overflow space in a nearby convention center, leaving thousands outside, the church reported. 
"We're constantly tinkering. We're constantly fixing things," said Tatjuana Phillips, 2819's ministries director.
Logistical challenges, such as packed parking lots and swamped staff, are common at fast-growing churches, said Bird, the church growth expert. 
Despite its size, the church encourages community through its small groups, called "squads," that give about 1,700 people a place to discuss sermons and support each other's personal growth. Staff also engage with about 75,000 people weekly who watch gatherings online.
The long lines also yield friendships. Ashley Grimes, 35, said that's where she's "met so many brothers and sisters in Christ that I now get to do life with." 
Many of those new friends can be found shuffling into the church's auditorium on Sundays while volunteers, called servant leaders, pray over each seat before Mitchell preaches. 
On a recent Sunday, Mitchell told the crowd that they can turn to Jesus regardless of what they've done. It worked for him. God, he said, "used failure to transform my life." 
___
This story corrects that the school where gatherings were held was a charter school. 
___
Kramon is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues. 
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    A list of the largest clergy abuse settlements reached by Catholic organizations in the US




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This Dec. 1, 2012 file photo shows a silhouette of a crucifix and a stained glass window inside a Catholic Church in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            This Dec. 1, 2012 file photo shows a silhouette of a crucifix and a stained glass window inside a Catholic Church in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Archbishop Gregory Aymond, of New Orleans, listens during a news conference at the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops' annual fall meeting in Baltimore, Nov. 12, 2013. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]
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                                        The New Orleans Archdiocese will pay at least $230 million to hundreds of survivors of clergy sexual abuse under a settlement approved by a federal judge on Monday.
The settlement follows years of negotiations and includes policies intended to prevent abuse from happening in the future. The archdiocese filed for bankruptcy in 2020 to avoid handling each of the more than 500 abuse claims separately. 
Here is a list of some of the other large clergy abuse settlements reached by the Catholic Church in the U.S. 
Los Angeles: 
In 2024, the Archdiocese of Los Angeles agreed to pay $880 million to more than 1,000 victims of clergy sexual abuse dating back decades. 
The archdiocese, which covers Santa Barbara, Ventura and Los Angeles counties, had previously paid more than $740 million to victims, making the total payout more than $1.5 billion. 
San Diego, California: 
The Roman Catholic Diocese of San Diego agreed in 2007 to pay $198 million to settle more than 140 clergy sexual abuse claims.
The diocese filed for bankruptcy in 2024 in response to roughly 400 additional lawsuits alleging priests and others sexually abused children decades earlier. The lawsuits were filed after California lifted a statute of limitations on childhood sexual abuse claims in 2019. 



    
        




    




Oregon Province of the Society of Jesus:
The Oregon Province of the Society of Jesus, a Jesuit order, agreed in 2011 to pay $166 million to more than 450 Native Americans and Alaska Natives who were abused at the order's schools around the northwestern U.S. The order also agreed to pay $50 million to settle another 110 sex abuse claims in Fairbanks, Alaska, in 2007. 

    
    
    
Orange, California: 
The Roman Catholic Diocese of Orange reached a $100 million settlement with about 90 victims of sex abuse in 2004. Three years later, the diocese agreed to pay another $7 million to settle four additional sexual abuse lawsuits. 
Boston:
The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston agreed to pay $85 million to settle more than 500 clergy sex abuse lawsuits in 2003. The scope of the sex abuse crisis in Boston set off reports around the United States and the world of widespread abuse by priests, and of efforts by the church to hide it. 

    
Covington, Kentucky:
In 2006, the Diocese of Covington paid more than $81 million to more than 200 sexual abuse victims in a court settlement. A report from the diocese released in 2020 found that 59 Catholic priests and 31 others associated with the church had sexually abused children since the 1950s. 
Philadelphia: 
As of 2022, the Archdiocese of Philadelphia has paid more than $78 million to settle 438 claims of clergy sexual abuse, according to a report. In 2023, the archdiocese agreed to pay $3.5 million to settle an additional sex abuse case. 
Wilmington, Delaware: 
The Catholic Diocese of Wilmington, which serves Catholics in Delaware and the Eastern Shore of Maryland, agreed in 2011 to pay $77 to roughly 150 clergy sex abuse victims. 
Portland, Oregon:
The archdiocese in Portland was the first Catholic diocese to file for bankruptcy in 2004 over sex abuse allegations after settling more than 100 cases. By the time the bankruptcy was complete three years later, the archdiocese had settled over 300 claims and paid out nearly $90 million in claims and attorney fees. In 2019, the archdiocese agreed to pay nearly $4 million to settle eight additional claims of clergy sexual abuse. 

    
Oakland, California: 


The Diocese of Oakland reached a $56 million settlement with 56 survivors of sexual abuse in 2005. The diocese filed for bankruptcy in 2023 after more than 300 child sex abuse lawsuits were filed after a new state law temporarily extended the statute of limitations for child sex abuse litigation. 
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    Pope criticizes US bid to 'break apart' US-Europe alliance, insists on Europe role in Ukraine peace




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    


            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            The Pope said Europe's role in seeking peace in Ukraine was important.
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            Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy met early Tuesday with Pope Leo XIV at Castel Gandolfo, a papal residence outside Rome, and is to have talks with Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni later.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Pope Leo XIV wave to journalists during their meeting in Castel Gandolfo, Italy, Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Pope Leo XIV wave to journalists during their meeting in Castel Gandolfo, Italy, Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, center, arrives to meet with Pope Leo XIV in Castel Gandolfo, Italy, Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Pope Leo XIV insisted Tuesday that Europe must have a role in any Ukraine peace deal and criticized what he said was the Trump administration's effort to "break apart" the long-standing U.S.-European alliance.
Leo spoke to reporters after meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who is on another tour to rally European support for Kyiv. The American pope said they discussed the need for a ceasefire and the Vatican's efforts to facilitate the return of Ukrainian children taken by Russian authorities.
Leo was asked about the U.S. peace proposal and the seeming sidelining of European powers in the process. Speaking as he left his vacation home in Castel Gandolfo, Leo insisted that Europe's role was crucial to any deal.
"Seeking a peace agreement without including Europe in the talks is unrealistic, given the war is in Europe," he said. "Guarantees are also being sought for security today and in the future. Europe must be part of this, and unfortunately not everyone understands this, but I think there is a great opportunity for European leaders to unite and seek a solution together."

    
Zelenskyy has said there are three documents in the peace agreement being discussed with U.S. and European partners, a framework document of 20 points, a second document with security guarantees, and a third document about Ukraine's recovery.



    
        




    




Leo was asked about the U.S. peace plan for Ukraine but appeared to respond to a broader question about the Trump administration's views on the U.S.-Europe alliance. Just last week, the Trump administration released its U.S. national security strategy, which questions the U.S.-European alliance and stresses a desire to improve U.S.-Russia relations.

    
    
    
Leo said what he had read would "make a huge change in what was for many, many years a true alliance between Europe and the United States." Additionally, some comments by U.S. President Donald Trump suggest an effort "trying to break apart what I think needs to be an alliance today and in the future."

    
While some people in the United States may agree with that effort, "I think many others would see things in a different way," Leo said.
The Holy See has tried to remain neutral in Russia's war while offering solidarity and concrete assistance to what it calls the "martyred" people of Ukraine. Leo has met now three times with Zelenskyy and has spoken by telephone at least once with Russian President Vladimir Putin.
The American pope has called for a ceasefire and urged Russia in particular to make gestures to promote peace.
The Vatican has also tried to facilitate the return of Ukrainian children taken by Russian authorities, and last month Leo met with some returned children at the Vatican.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Beyonce, Venus Williams, Nicole Kidman y Anna Wintour seran copresidentas de la proxima Met Gala




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Beyonce, a la izquierda, acepta el Premio Innovador mientras el presentador Stevie Wonder observa durante los iHeartRadio Music Awards, el lunes 1 de abril de 2024, en Los Angeles. (Foto AP/Chris Pizzello)]
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                                        NUEVA YORK (AP) -- Las nuevas copresidentas de la Met Gala han sido anunciadas, y es un cuarteto de alto nivel: Beyonce, Venus Williams y Nicole Kidman se uniran a Anna Wintour de Vogue para organizar el evento repleto de estrellas el proximo mayo.
Williams, quien nunca ha sido anfitriona antes, asume el papel siete anos despues de que su hermana menor y tambien campeona de tenis, Serena, fuera copresidenta. Beyonce fue presidenta honoraria en 2013, y Kidman copresidio en 2003 y 2005. Wintour, por supuesto, supervisa el evento anual, una recaudacion de fondos que el ano pasado aporto un record de 31 millones de dolares a las arcas del Instituto del Vestido del Museo Metropolitano de Arte.
El museo tambien anuncio el miercoles un comite anfitrion de la gala, presidido por el disenador Anthony Vaccarello y la cineasta Zoe Kravitz, e incluyendo a los musicos Sabrina Carpenter, Doja Cat, LISA, Sam Smith y Yseult; la bailarina Misty Copeland; los actores Teyana Taylor, Elizabeth Debicki, Gwendoline Christie y Lena Dunham; la jugadora de baloncesto A'ja Wilson; las modelos Alex Consani, Paloma Elsesser y Lauren Wasser; la editora de Vogue Chloe Malle; y la artista Anna Weyant.

    
Aun por anunciar: el codigo de vestimenta para la gala del 4 de mayo. Pero estara en consonancia con el tema de "Costume Art" ("Arte del Vestuario"), anunciado el mes pasado como la proxima exposicion de primavera del instituto.



    
        




    




La exposicion tiene como objetivo celebrar "el cuerpo vestido" tal como aparece en el arte a traves de los siglos. Lo hara emparejando prendas con objetos de todo el museo para mostrar como la moda ha estado durante mucho tiempo entrelazada con diferentes formas de arte.

    
    
    
"Es una exposicion que realmente puede vivir de maneras fascinantes en el museo y puede extraer de todas las diferentes areas de nuestra coleccion: pinturas, esculturas, dibujos", dijo el mes pasado en una entrevista el director general del museo, Max Hollein.

    
La exposicion, supervisada como siempre por el curador a cargo del Instituto del Vestido, Andrew Bolton, se organizara tematicamente por diferentes tipos de cuerpo. Incluira el "Cuerpo desnudo" y el "Cuerpo clasico", por ejemplo, pero tambien temas menos tradicionales como el "Cuerpo embarazado" y el "Cuerpo envejecido".
La nueva exposicion tambien tendra un nuevo hogar llamativo. "Costume Art" inaugurara un nuevo espacio de galeria que ocupa unos 12.000 pies cuadrados (1.115 metros cuadrados), justo al lado del Gran Salon del museo, dando a la moda un espacio prominente en el museo que tambien ayudara a controlar la congestion en las exposiciones muy concurridas. Las nuevas galerias Conde M. Nast, creadas a partir de lo que antes era la tienda minorista del museo, albergaran no solo todas las exposiciones de primavera del Instituto del Vestido, sino tambien otras muestras de diferentes partes del museo.
Bolton ha dicho que el espacio de la galeria "marcara un momento crucial para el departamento, uno que reconoce el papel critico que juega la moda no solo dentro de la historia del arte, sino tambien dentro de la cultura contemporanea".


    
Venus Williams volvio a jugar de forma competitiva en julio a los 45 anos despues de casi un ano y medio fuera del circuito, aunque nunca se habia retirado. Se convirtio en la jugadora de mayor edad en jugar individuales en el Abierto de Estados Unidos desde 1981. Serena Williams, por su parte, recientemente desestimo la idea de que podria estar preparandose para regresar al tenis.
"Costume Art" se abrira al publico el 10 de mayo de 2026 y estara disponible hasta el 10 de enero de 2027.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Ecuador y Chevron celebran fallo que ordena al pais sudamericano pagar 220 millones de dolares
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                                        QUITO (AP) -- Ecuador y la empresa estadounidense Chevron celebraron el martes un fallo de una corte europea que ordeno al pais sudamericano el pago de 220 millones de dolares en una disputa judicial que lleva mas de 30 anos.
"A Chevron le complace la resolucion de este asunto", dijo esa empresa en un comunicado enviado a The Associated Press en el que aseguro que la decision "ha fortalecido el Estado de Derecho a nivel global".
Por su parte, la Procuraduria General del Estado destaco en un boletin que la resolucion "ha evitado el pago de mas de 3.130 millones de dolares dentro del arbitraje internacional" y que seguira atenta al proceso de determinacion de las costas judiciales y gastos de arbitraje, lo que podria tardar entre seis y nueve meses.
Hasta este nuevo fallo, revelado en Europa la noche del lunes, sobre Ecuador pesaba una sentencia del ano 2018 para el pago de 3.350 millones de dolares emitido por el mismo tribunal de La Haya.

    
Este largo proceso judicial empezo en 1993 cuando un grupo de indigenas y campesinos de la Amazonia ecuatoriana demandaron a la empresa Texaco --adquirida por Chevron en 2001-- por presunta contaminacion de la selva y los rios debido a vertidos de materiales contaminantes durante su trabajo de extraccion petrolifera en Ecuador entre 1970 y 1992.




    
        




    




Una corte ecuatoriana fijo en 2011 un monto de reparacion a los demandantes por 9.500 millones de dolares, lo que fue cuestionado por Chevron que sometio el caso a un arbitraje en La Haya, donde se establecio que la sentencia en Ecuador habia sido producto de un fraude judicial, corrupcion y sobornos. La decision fue ratificada en Ecuador.
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    Trump dice que EEUU incauto un buque petrolero frente a la costa de Venezuela
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- El presidente Donald Trump senalo el miercoles que Estados Unidos incauto un buque petrolero frente a la costa de Venezuela en medio de crecientes tensiones con el gobierno del presidente Nicolas Maduro.
El uso de fuerzas estadounidenses para incautar un buque mercante es increiblemente inusual y marca el mas reciente esfuerzo de la administracion Trump para aumentar la presion sobre Maduro, quien ha sido acusado de narcoterrorismo en Estados Unidos. Washington ha acumulado su mayor presencia militar en la region en decadas y ha lanzado una serie de ataques mortales contra presuntas embarcaciones de contrabando de drogas en el mar Caribe y el Pacifico oriental. La campana enfrenta un creciente escrutinio por parte del Congreso estadounidense.
"Acabamos de incautar un petrolero en la costa de Venezuela, un gran petrolero, muy grande, de hecho el mas grande jamas incautado", dijo Trump a los periodistas en la Casa Blanca, y luego agrego que "fue incautado por una muy buena razon".

    
Trump no ofrecio detalles adicionales. Cuando se le pregunto que sucederia con el petroleo a bordo del buque, Trump dijo: "Bueno, nos lo quedamos, supongo".



    
        




    




La incautacion se realizo en un esfuerzo liderado por la Guardia Costera de Estados Unidos con apoyo de la Marina, segun un funcionario estadounidense que no estaba autorizado a comentar publicamente y hablo bajo condicion de anonimato. El funcionario anadio que el decomiso se llevo a cabo bajo la autoridad de las leyes federales de Estados Unidos.

    
Asalto al buque petrolero
Miembros de la Guardia Costera fueron llevados desde el portaaviones USS Gerald R. Ford hasta el barco en helicoptero, destaco el funcionario. El portaaviones navega en el Caribe despues de llegar a la region el mes pasado en una gran demostracion de fuerza, uniendose a una flota de otros buques de guerra.
La secretaria de Justicia de Estados Unidos, Pam Bondi, publico un video en internet en el que se puede ver a personas mientras descienden rapidamente desde uno de los helicopteros involucrados en la operacion mientras se mantiene a pocos metros de la cubierta.
En tomas posteriores se puede ver a miembros de la Guardia Costera por la superestructura del barco con sus armas desenfundadas.
Bondi escribio que "durante varios anos, el buque petrolero ha sido objeto de sanciones de Estados Unidos debido a su participacion en una red ilicita de envio de petroleo que apoya a organizaciones terroristas extranjeras".
El gobierno de Venezuela senalo en un comunicado que el decomiso "constituye un robo descarado y un acto de pirateria internacional".
"En estas circunstancias, han quedado finalmente al descubierto las verdaderas razones de la agresion prolongada contra Venezuela... Siempre se trato de nuestras riquezas naturales, de nuestro petroleo, de nuestra energia, de los recursos que pertenecen exclusivamente al pueblo venezolano", indico el comunicado.
La mitad del petroleo del buque esta vinculado a un importador cubano
El funcionario estadounidense identifico al petrolero incautado como el Skipper.
El barco partio de Venezuela alrededor del 2 de diciembre con unos 2 millones de barriles de crudo pesado, de los cuales aproximadamente la mitad pertenecia a un importador estatal de petroleo cubano, segun documentos de la empresa estatal Petroleos de Venezuela S.A. (PDVSA), que fueron proporcionados bajo condicion de anonimato porque la persona no tenia permiso para compartirlos.

    
El Skipper era anteriormente conocido como el M/T Adisa, segun datos de seguimiento de barcos. El Adisa fue sancionado por Estados Unidos en 2022 por acusaciones de pertenecer a una sofisticada red de petroleros fantasma que contrabandeaban crudo en nombre de la Guardia Revolucionaria de Iran y el grupo politico-paramilitar libanes, Hezbollah.
La red supuestamente era dirigida por un comerciante de petroleo ucraniano con sede en Suiza, dijo el Departamento del Tesoro de Estados Unidos en ese momento.
Contra la industria petrolera venezolana
Venezuela tiene las mayores reservas probadas de petroleo del mundo y produce alrededor de 1 millon de barriles al dia.
PDVSA es la columna vertebral de la economia del pais. Su dependencia de intermediarios aumento en 2020, cuando la primera administracion de Trump expandio su campana de maxima presion sobre Venezuela con sanciones que amenazan con excluir de la economia estadounidense a cualquier individuo o empresa que haga negocios con el gobierno de Maduro. Aliados de larga data como Rusia e Iran, ambos tambien sancionados, han ayudado a Venezuela a eludir las restricciones.

    
Las transacciones generalmente involucran una red compleja de intermediarios secretos. Muchas son empresas fantasma, registradas en jurisdicciones conocidas por su clandestinidad. Los compradores despliegan petroleros fantasma que ocultan su ubicacion y transfieren sus valiosos cargamentos en medio del oceano antes de llegar a su destino final.
Maduro no hablo de la incautacion durante un discurso ante una manifestacion organizada por el partido gobernante en Caracas. Pero dijo a los seguidores que el pais esta preparado "para romperle los dientes al imperio norteamericano si fuera necesario".

    
Flanqueado por altos funcionarios, el mandatario venezolano senalo que son "los unicos que garantizamos la paz y la estabilidad y el desarrollo armonico de Venezuela, Suramerica y el Caribe".
Maduro asegura que el verdadero proposito de las operaciones militares de Estados Unidos es forzarlo a dejar el cargo.
El senador democrata Chris Van Hollen, miembro de la Comision de Relaciones Exteriores del Senado, dijo que la incautacion pone en duda las razones que el gobierno ha declarado para incrementar su presencia militar y lanzar ataques contra embarcaciones en la region.
"Esto muestra que toda su historia de portada --que se trata de interceptar drogas-- es una gran mentira", subrayo el senador. "Esto es solamente una prueba mas de que realmente se trata de un cambio de regimen --por la fuerza".
La incautacion se produce un dia despues de que el ejercito estadounidense desplego un par de aviones de combate sobre el Golfo de Venezuela en lo que parecia ser lo mas cercano que aeronaves militares habian llegado al espacio aereo del pais sudamericano. Trump ha dicho que pronto habra ataques terrestres, pero no ha ofrecido detalles.
La Casa Blanca enfrenta un creciente escrutinio por parte de los legisladores estadounidenses sobre la campana de ataques a embarcaciones, la cual ha matado a por lo menos 87 personas en 22 operativos conocidos desde principios de septiembre, incluido un ataque de seguimiento que mato a dos sobrevivientes aferrados a los restos de una lancha despues del primer impacto.
Algunos expertos legales y democratas dicen que esa accion pudo haber violado las leyes que rigen el uso de la fuerza militar letal.
Los legisladores en Estados Unidos exigen ver los videos sin editar de los ataques, pero el secretario de Defensa, Pete Hegseth, dijo a los lideres del Congreso el martes que aun estaba evaluando su divulgacion.
La Guardia Costera de Estados Unidos remitio una solicitud de comentarios a la Casa Blanca.
______

Goodman informo desde Miami y Garcia Cano desde Caracas. Lisa Mascaro y Alanna Durkin Richer, en Washington, y Susan Haigh en Hartford, Connecticut, contribuyeron a este despacho.
______
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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