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      Breaking News

      
        PM Anutin announces return of power to the people
        Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul posted on his Facebook page shortly after 10pm on Thursday, saying he is "returning power to the people," likely referring to his plan to dissolve parliament and pave the way for a general election next year.

      

      
        Wiroj praises authorities for evacuation efforts
        Wiroj Lakkhanaadisorn, deputy leader of the opposition People's Party, has praised the military and local authorities for their effective evacuation warnings to civilians during the ongoing clashes along the Thai-Cambodian border.

      

      
        Thai citizens urged to leave Cambodia as border clash continues
        Thailand has urged its citizens to leave Cambodia or reconsider travel as border clashes look set to stretch into a sixth day and casualties mount on both sides.

      

      
        Thai army reports heavy losses on Cambodian side
        The Second Army's Operations Centre updated the situation on the Thai-Cambodian border on Thursday evening, highlighting significant damage to Cambodian forces since operations began on Dec 7.

      

      
        Commerce Minister says border issue separate from tariff talks
        Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun has reaffirmed that the border situation with Cambodia should be kept separate from the US--Thailand tariff discussions, and that negotiations with the United States will continue under the planned framework.

      

      
        Thais idealise the past amid hardships of 2025
        Corruption, poverty and military conflict rank among the top concerns for Thais in the second half of the year, while recession fears continue to restrain spending, and hacking for fraudulent or espionage purposes is viewed as a severe risk, with Thailand recording the highest level of concern globally, according to market research company Ipsos.

      

      
        Israel says Hamas 'will be disarmed' after group proposes weapons freeze
        JERUSALEM --- Israel said on Thursday Hamas "will be disarmed" as part of the US-sponsored peace plan for Gaza, after a top leader from the Palestinian Islamist movement suggested a weapons freeze.

      

      
        EV bookings at record levels
        Electric vehicles (EVs) stole the spotlight at the 42nd Thailand International Motor Expo, pushing total car bookings to record levels and underscoring their growing foothold in the domestic market.

      

      
        Delivery apps redefine life in Bangkok
        On every street in Bangkok, at every red light and alley, you will see motorcycles with colourful canvas boxes and banners attached to the drivers. The riders wear matching jackets, and those without boxes often have a passenger behind them. These are the application-based delivery workers known as Riders.

      

      
        Two more border hospitals closed
        Two more hospitals near the Thai-Cambodian border have been temporarily closed, raising the total number of closures in high-risk areas to 12, officials said on Thursday.
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                          This image shows Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's Facebook message from late Thursday night, stating his plan to "return power to the people."                        

                                          

                  

                                Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul posted on his Facebook page shortly after 10pm on Thursday, saying he is "returning power to the people," likely referring to his plan to dissolve parliament and pave the way for a general election next year.
His announcement coincided with the joint sitting of parliament voting on a condition for the passage of a constitutional amendment bill. 

The joint sitting approved the condition that a charter amendment bill could be passed with a majority vote from the joint-sitting parliament, provided at least one-third of senators participated in the vote.

The constitutional amendment was a stipulation set by the 2023 election winner, the People's Party (PP), in exchange for its support of Mr Anutin's minority government, which succeeded the Paetongtarn Shinawatra administration.

As the joint sitting leaned towards allowing one-third of senators to influence the future of the constitutional amendment, sources indicated that the opposition PP planned a censure motion against Mr Anutin's administration. In response to his Facebook post, key figures from the Pheu Thai Party informed the parliament late Thursday night that the Prime Minister had decided to dissolve the House.

During the joint sitting following Thursday's vote, Mr Anutin, also serving as interior minister and Bhumjaithai Party leader, had an MP propose a question for a future referendum on the constitutional amendment, asking whether the public desired a new charter.

According to a government source, Mr Anutin, who has been in office for less than three months, has submitted a request for a House dissolution for royal approval. If approved, elections must take place within 45 to 60 days as stipulated in the constitution.

Mr Anutin's statement arose amid rising tensions at the Thai-Cambodian border, where both sides have engaged in military confrontations since Dec 7. The two nations have been exchanging fire along their disputed frontier, and each has accused the other of provoking the escalation.

[image: Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, centre, speaks to reporters after chairing a cabinet meeting at Government House, Bangkok, on Tuesday. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)]
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, centre, speaks to reporters after chairing a cabinet meeting at Government House, Bangkok, on Tuesday. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)



Mr Anutin was elected prime minister on Sept 5 after winning a parliamentary vote. He received 311 votes, far more than the 247 needed from the House's 492 MPs.

The Bhumjaithai leader, 58, succeeded Ms Paetongtarn Shinawatra, 39, who was dismissed by a Constitutional Court order for ethics violations over a leaked phone call in June, during which she appeared to bow to Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen while the two countries were on the brink of a border conflict.
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                                Wiroj Lakkhanaadisorn, deputy leader of the opposition People's Party, has praised the military and local authorities for their effective evacuation warnings to civilians during the ongoing clashes along the Thai-Cambodian border.
Speaking as a member of the House committee on military affairs on Thursday, Mr Wiroj said that the authorities had performed commendably in issuing warnings and evacuating civilians to safe areas.

This, he noted, had allowed soldiers operating in the conflict zone to focus on their duties without worrying about civilian safety. Civilians and local administrative officials had cooperated well throughout the process, the party-list MP added.

Regarding questions over whether the military's counter-strikes on Cambodian targets -- many of which were abandoned casino buildings or former scam centres -- were appropriate, Mr Wiroj said that scam operations represented a separate front requiring foreign-policy tools and other approaches to address.

Any impact on such sites was therefore a secondary consequence. The primary rationale for the strikes, he explained, stemmed from significant intelligence suggesting that the buildings in question were being used to hide weapons or store attack drones and other unmanned systems that had been used to threaten Thailand or harm Thai troops.

For this reason, he viewed the response as proportionate and directed specifically at sources of threat in order to neutralise their capability.

He stressed that the military's mission must be properly understood: "It is not simply a matter of dropping bombs because a building once housed scammers," he said.

[image: People's Party deputy leader Wiroj Lakkhanaadisorn speaks in parliament, Bangkok. (Photo: Nutthawat Wichieanbut)]
People's Party deputy leader Wiroj Lakkhanaadisorn speaks in Parliament, Bangkok. (Photo: Nutthawat Wichieanbut)



"The army has reasonably accurate intelligence indicating that these locations were being used to conceal weapons. And we must recognise that most of these threats involve advanced technologies. It is therefore unsurprising that such weapons would be stored in buildings previously used as scam centres, which themselves required sophisticated computer systems and high-tech equipment."

He said the situation was, in effect, "a case of killing two birds with one stone."

When asked whether the firm stance taken by Prime Minister and Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul was a cause for concern, Mr Wiroj replied that what the country needed was a prime minister who was clear-cut and straightforward.

He stressed that the most urgent task for the government and the armed forces was to secure strategically important terrain that posed a threat to civilians or to Thai troops, and to work to degrade Cambodia's military capabilities.

He added that another crucial issue was the revenue sources that enabled Cambodia to purchase weapons used to harm Thailand.

In his view, many of the loitering munitions or suicide drones deployed had been acquired simply because they were inexpensive yet capable of destroying high-quality, high-value military assets -- and, most tragically, costing soldiers their lives.
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                                Thailand has urged its citizens to leave Cambodia or reconsider travel as border clashes look set to stretch into a sixth day and casualties mount on both sides.
Thais who do not need to stay in Cambodia should consider leaving and those who don't need to travel there should refrain from doing so until the situation resolves, the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs said in an advisory. 

Thai authorities are also preparing to receive citizens currently held across the border awaiting Cambodia's immigration process to return home, defence spokesman Surasant Kongsiri said during a briefing late Thursday afternoon.

Earlier this week, countries including the United Kingdom and Canada also advised their citizens against traveling to the affected Thailand-Cambodia border areas.

Meanwhile, United States President Donald Trump has said he will speak with Thai and Cambodian prime ministers and urge them to uphold a peace deal he helped to broker.

"They've been fighting for a very long time, many, many, many decades," Trump said Wednesday in the US. "But I got along great with both. I found they were two great leaders, two great people, and I settled it once. I think I can do it pretty quickly. I think, I think I can get them to stop fighting. Who else can do that? Think of it."

Since Sunday, the two nations have been exchanging fire along their disputed frontier, and each has accused the other of provoking the escalation. Thailand is also conducting air strikes using fighter jets, an advantage Cambodia does not possess. More than 400,000 Thai nationals have been evacuated from seven border provinces and relocated to shelters and over 700 schools are closed.

The flare-up marks the most serious fighting since July and puts pressure on Trump's peace deal. The escalation has raised fears the long-disputed border feud could spiral into a wider and more prolonged conflict if neither side pulls back.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and his Cambodian counterpart Hun Manet are both leaning into strong nationalist sentiment at home. It is a stance that could benefit Mr Anutin politically as Thailand heads into an election early next year.

[image: Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, centre, convenes an urgent meeting at Government House in Bangkok to discuss the security situation on the Thai-Cambodian border. (Photo: Government House)]
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, centre, convenes an urgent meeting at Government House in Bangkok to discuss the security situation on the Thai-Cambodian border. (Photo: Government House)



Economically, however, Thailand has far more at stake. If Trump again makes a ceasefire a condition for moving forward on tariff negotiations, as he did earlier this year to halt fighting, Thailand risks losing leverage in talks that are critical for its export-driven economy.

Thai authorities also Thursday reported nine soldiers have been killed, while dozens of others have been injured after five straight days of attacks. Four civilians have died due to health reasons during the course of the fighting, while some 19 hospitals have been affected by shelling.

Cambodian officials said 10 civilians perished, including one infant, and around 60 have been hurt. It did not disclose any military casualties.

Cambodia has asked the United Nations Security Council to intervene in the conflict, saying the attacks pose a clear and present danger to regional peace and security. In a Dec 10 letter, Cambodia accused Thai forces of days of heavy shelling, drone and air strikes, and "the most blatant disregard of civilian lives."

Cambodia's defence ministry on Thursday alleged the Thai army committed countless violations of international law, including the use of F-16 fighter jets and toxic gas, bombing of civilian areas and destruction of historical sites along the border.

The Thai armed forces have repeatedly denied these claims, saying its actions were in self-defence in response to Cambodian attacks and they have only targeted military sites to eliminate imminent threats. Thailand in turn has accused Cambodia of indiscriminately launching rockets into civilian areas on the Thai side and using historical sites along the border for military purposes.
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                                The Second Army's Operations Centre updated the situation on the Thai-Cambodian border on Thursday evening, highlighting significant damage to Cambodian forces since operations began on Dec 7.
Key points from the report as of 5pm include:

Cambodian casualties: 102 soldiers killed

Armoured losses: Six T-55 tanks destroyed in Phanom Prasitso

Artillery damage: One BM-21 multiple rocket launcher destroyed

Drones neutralised: 64 drones

Anti-drone system loss: One system destroyed in Huai Ta Maria

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Defence reported on Thursday afternoon that Thai casualties included four civilians killed, nine soldiers dead and over 120 injured after five straight days of attacks.

Shelters

Evacuation efforts were ongoing, with 751 temporary shelters established across 31 districts in four border provinces and four districts in an inner province, housing 222,548 people. Shelter breakdown by province is as follows:

Ubon Ratchathani: 34,104 people

Si Sa Ket: 106,691 people

Surin: 74,640 people

Buri Ram: 6,780 people

Nakhon Ratchasima: 333 people

[image: A woman stand at a temporary shelter amid deadly clashes between Thailand and Cambodia along a disputed border area, in Surin province, Thailand, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)]
A woman stand at a temporary shelter amid deadly clashes between Thailand and Cambodia along a disputed border area, in Surin province, Thailand, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)



In addition, 182 shelters have been set up for vulnerable groups, accommodating 22,999 people:

Ubon Ratchathani: 175 people

Si Sa Ket: 91 people

Surin: 22,112 people

Buri Ram: 621 people
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                                Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun has reaffirmed that the border situation with Cambodia should be kept separate from the US-Thailand tariff discussions, and that negotiations with the United States will continue under the planned framework.
Mrs Suphajee said the Thai government is committed to US tariff negotiations through various communication channels. While Team Thailand has confirmed its intent to advance the negotiations, it remains unclear whether an agreement can be finalised by year-end, particularly as other countries are facing similar delays.

In response to concerns that the United States might use tariff measures as leverage, she said this matter is separate from the border tensions with Cambodia.

She emphasised that Thailand must protect its sovereignty and the safety of its citizens, adding that Thailand did not initiate the recent incidents and has taken defensive measures to prevent any losses.

"The international community, including the US, has been informed of these developments. However, if the US chooses to link the border situation to trade issues, it is their right, though Thailand views that these matters should not be linked," she said.  

Mrs Suphajee said the tariff negotiations do not have to align with a strict 30-day deadline, as these discussions are bilateral and must yield mutual benefits.

The slow pace of negotiations is not unique to Thailand, as the US also has yet to conclude its discussions with Indonesia as the end of the year approaches, and it has no additional talks scheduled with Vietnam.

She stressed Thailand's readiness to close the negotiations this year, noting that if the US is willing and ready, Thailand is ready to move forward immediately.

However, if the US requires more time, Thailand would not be at a disadvantage, as the current tariff rate is 19% with no anticipated changes.

Regarding the upcoming decision from the US Supreme Court, the Commerce Minister indicated that no special preparations are required.

If the court rules that Trump can impose reciprocal trade measures by executive order, Thailand would simply proceed with negotiations as usual.

Conversely, if the ruling goes against him, the impact would be minimal: Thailand would merely need to recalculate any tariffs already paid and follow the standard refund procedures.
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                                Corruption, poverty and military conflict rank among the top concerns for Thais in the second half of the year, while recession fears continue to restrain spending, and hacking for fraudulent or espionage purposes is viewed as a severe risk, with Thailand recording the highest level of concern globally, according to market research company Ipsos.
Economic caution also coincides with social nostalgia, as nearly four in 10 Thais say they wish they had been born in 1975, idealising the perceived safety and simplicity of the past

"Thai anxieties were dominated by domestic structural issues, with corruption emerging as the most pressing concern. About 49% identified financial and political corruption as their top worry," said Pimtai Suwannasuk, senior client officer at Ipsos.

She said the findings were from the "What Worries Thailand? H2 2025 Report", which gathered data from 30 countries, including 500 respondents in Thailand between August and November this year.

Poverty and social inequality remained the second-largest issue, troubling 36% of the population, she said.

Meanwhile, concerns about military conflict between nations eased slightly, dropping to third place at 29%, though it continued to weigh heavily on public sentiment.

Ms Pimtai said crime and violence re-entered the top four, climbing to 27%. About 77% of Thais feel the world is more dangerous than a year ago, nearly 88% fear being hacked for fraud or espionage, the highest globally, 87% worry about disinformation and 76% perceive a real threat to personal safety.

Inflation is ranked fifth with 25%, underscoring persistent economic pressures.

"This reflects the public's desire for transparency and the need for concrete solutions to domestic vulnerabilities. Furthermore, rising crime and the uncertain economic climate keep consumers cautious about spending," said Ms Pimtai.

Regarding the latest Thailand-Cambodia border conflict, the public hopes it will be resolved this year.

If it drags on, it will cause discomfort, reduce confidence in the government, and potentially affect other issues as well.

In contrast, the global average places crime and violence (34%) and inflation (30%) as the top two concerns, with the issue of poverty and social inequality a strong shared concern, ranking in the top three for both Thailand and the global average.

Most Thais (76%) still believe the economy is in recession, an increase of 4 percentage points. About 58% describe the current situation as "bad", a 10-percentage-point drop compared to June 2025, which suggests a slight improvement in terms of negative sentiment.

A bad year

Overall, 57% of Thais say 2025 was a bad year for themselves and their families, and 74% say it was a bad year for Thailand, up 9 percentage points year-on-year.

This pessimism has led to a strong sense of nostalgia, with 38% of Thais saying it would have been best to have been born in 1975, while 58% believe people were happier 50 years ago than they are today.

Across all generations, from Gen Z to Baby Boomers, a majority choose 1975 over 2025 as a better time to be born.

When comparing specific aspects of life, Thais feel the past was superior in terms of quality of the environment (64%), how happy people are (58%) and feeling safe on the streets (52%).

However, they acknowledge that 2025 is better for systemic services, notably the quality of healthcare (82%) and quality of education (67%).

According to the Ipsos Predictions 2026 Report, 85% plan to spend more time with family and friends, while 82% aim to exercise more and focus on their appearance.

Beyond personal goals, 67% look forward to watching the Fifa World Cup, and 35% intend to cut back on social media use.

Businesses and policymakers are encouraged to strike a balance, as brands that respect their heritage while embracing modern innovation tend to resonate most with today's diverse consumers.

Navigating the dual forces of heritage and innovation is key for those seeking to connect with Thai consumers authentically.
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                                JERUSALEM -- Israel said on Thursday Hamas "will be disarmed" as part of the US-sponsored peace plan for Gaza, after a top leader from the Palestinian Islamist movement suggested a weapons freeze.
The ceasefire, in effect since Oct 10, halted the war that began after Hamas's deadly attack on Israel on Oct 7, 2023. But it remains fragile as Israel and Hamas accuse each other almost daily of violations.

Top Hamas leader Khaled Meshaal told Qatari news channel Al Jazeera that the militant group is open to a weapons "freeze", but rejects the demand for total disarmament put forward in Trump's plan for the Palestinian territory.

An Israeli government official told Agence France-Presse (AFP), however, that "there will be no future for Hamas under the 20-point plan. The terror group will be disarmed and Gaza will be demilitarised".

The agreement is composed of three phases. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu recently indicated that he expected the second phase to begin soon.

Under that phase Israeli troops would further withdraw from their positions in Gaza and be replaced by an international stabilisation force (ISF), while Hamas would lay down its weapons.

The Palestinian militant group has indicated it would not agree to giving up its arsenal.

"The idea of total disarmament is unacceptable to the resistance (Hamas)," Meshaal said in the interview aired on Wednesday.

"What is being proposed is a freeze, or storage (of weapons)... to provide guarantees against any military escalation from Gaza with the Israeli occupation," he added.

"This is the idea we're discussing with the mediators, and I believe that with pragmatic American thinking... such a vision could be agreed upon with the US administration," he said.

Mediators as 'guarantors'

Netanyahu is expected to meet US President Donald Trump in the United States on December 29 to discuss the next steps in the truce.

In the first phase of the deal, Palestinian militants committed to releasing the remaining 48 living and dead captives held in the territory. So far they have released all of the hostages except for one body.

In exchange, Israel has released nearly 2,000 Palestinian prisoners in its custody and returned the bodies of hundreds of dead Palestinians.

As for the international peacekeeping force, Meshaal said the group was open to its deployment along Gaza's border with Israel, but would not agree to it operating inside the territory, calling such a plan an "occupation".

"We have no objection to international forces or international stabilisation forces being deployed along the border, like UNIFIL," he said, referring to the UN peacekeeping force deployed in southern Lebanon near the Israeli border.

"They would separate Gaza from the occupation," he added, referring to Israel.

"As for the presence of international forces inside Gaza, in Palestinian culture and consciousness that means an occupying force."

Mediators as well as Arab and Islamic nations, he said, could act as "guarantors" that there would be no escalation originating from inside Gaza.
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                                Electric vehicles (EVs) stole the spotlight at the 42nd Thailand International Motor Expo, pushing total car bookings to record levels and underscoring their growing foothold in the domestic market.
Organisers reported that bookings during the 12-day event, which concluded on Thursday at Impact Arena, Muang Thong Thani, in Nonthaburi province, surged to 75,246 units, up from 54,513 units last year. Including motorcycles, total vehicle reservations reached 80,599 units, compared with 62,495 units in 2024.

Industry analysts attributed the surge to aggressive price competition among manufacturers and the government's EV3.0 incentive scheme, which is set to expire soon.

The Electric Vehicle Association of Thailand said earlier the prices of battery EVs in Thailand are expected to rise by an average of 200,000 baht next year, following the expiration of the government's EV3.0, a move that could dampen domestic demand for BEVs.

"It's a good signal that the government's EV incentive policy has succeeded, making cars more affordable for customers," said Surapong Paisitpatanapong, vice-chairman of the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) and spokesman for its Automotive Industry Club.

While certainly strong, this year's bookings fell short of the 85,904 units recorded in 2012, when the Yingluck Shinawatra administration's "first car scheme" offered tax rebates of up to 100,000 baht for new buyers.

The FTI expects most vehicles booked at this year's expo to be registered in the first quarter of 2026.

However, Mr Surapong warned that weak consumer purchasing power remains a challenge. Banks and financing firms continue to reject around 60% of loan applications, citing the economic slowdown, high household debt and political uncertainty.

Despite these concerns, the FTI is maintaining its 2025 production target of 1.45 million vehicles, including 950,000 units for export and 500,000 for the domestic market.

Thailand's car sales have shown resilience, rising 24% year-on-year in October to 47,032 units, driven largely by EV demand, though pickup sales declined.

From January to October, domestic sales climbed 3.92% year-on-year to 495,001 units.
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									Delivery apps redefine life in Bangkok

									Bangkok residents have adapted to a more indoor lifestyle, preferring delivery services over dining out and crowded places
								

									On every street in Bangkok, at every red light and alley, you will see motorcycles with colourful canvas boxes and banners attached to the drivers. The riders wear matching jackets, and those without boxes often have a passenger behind them. These are the application-based delivery workers known as Riders.
									Delivery apps in Thailand serve customers in two ways: delivering food (GrabFood, LineMan, foodpanda or ShopeeFood) and transporting passengers to their destinations (Grab, Bolt, LineMan Ride or Uber).

How long have we accepted this as part of our daily routine, and how long have we adapted our lifestyles for good?

During Covid-19

The coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19) pandemic, which spread to Thailand in January 2020, marked a crucial turning point. Bangkok became one of the most affected cities, experiencing a surge in infections. Curfews and lockdowns were enforced, and restaurants were limited to delivery services only. Social distancing measures halved the passenger capacity on buses and trains, resulting in a high demand for online food delivery but a reduced need for ride-hailing services.

Food delivery

By Aug 8, 2020, eight months into the pandemic, the demand for food delivery had surged by 150% compared to the same period in 2019. It was projected that by the end of the year, there would be 66 million to 68 million delivered orders, a rise of 78 to 84% from 2019, according to kasikornresearch.com.

During this period, a survey by the Electronic Transaction Development Agency (ETDA) showed that 80.37% of respondents did not want to dine in at restaurants. "I did not want to go to any restaurants at that time. My family stocked up on food and relied on delivery services," said Amy, an employee at a movie theatre. Apinya, a food delivery rider with eight years of experience, noted that she had plenty of work during the pandemic.

[image: A food delivery driver stops for the red light at Klong Toey intersection on Dec 10, 2025.]
A food delivery driver stops for the red light at Klong Toey intersection on Dec 10, 2025.



Ride-hailing services

In contrast, ride-hailing demand dipped dramatically during the early pandemic. According to Grab Thailand, Bolt and LineMan Ride, reduced demand stemmed from curfews, work-from-home policies, lockdown restrictions and the "Stay home for the nation" campaign issued by the government's Department of Health. Suwit Hpalajun, a ride-hailing driver with six years of experience, recounted, "It was tough during Covid-19 because people avoided going outside."

After Covid

Food delivery

In 2021, online food delivery soared as Bangkok residents adapted to the pandemic. Food delivery increased by 62% -- a peak high. However, in 2022, the food delivery market slowed down as Covid-19 restrictions eased, and people resumed their normal activities.

Research shows that the food delivery market continued to drop in demand in 2023 and 2024 compared to 2021, according to Kasikorn Research Centre. 

By 2025, market growth will continue, but not at previous levels, as noted by LINE MAN Wongnai.

Ride-hailing services

From 2022 to 2025, the demand for ride-hailing services steadily increased due to the return of tourists and major city events, with a 127% overall rise in four years. Key factors included the reopening of tourist attractions, government incentives for electric vehicles (EVs) and new laws aimed at enhancing trust and safety in services.

[image: A ride-hailing driver is sending a passenger at Nang Lin Jee Road, Bangkok, on Dec 4, 2025.]
A ride-hailing driver is sending a passenger at Nang Lin Jee Road, Bangkok, on Dec 4, 2025.



How lifestyle has changed

Since the rise of delivery apps, Bangkok's lifestyle has transformed into what is dubbed the "Delivery Lifestyle." Everything is just a click away, whether for food or ride-hailing services.


	
Consumers' behaviour post-Covid





People have grown accustomed to staying indoors, ordering food for home consumption and avoiding crowded places. As modern consumers, they seek convenience, making food delivery and ride-hailing services ideal.


	
Expansion of delivery apps and restaurant collaboration





Currently, delivery apps cover nearly all tourist attractions and major city areas, enhancing the quick and convenient lifestyle. Local restaurants, street food stalls, and popular eateries are now just a click away.


	
Competition between delivery apps





This market is not yet monopolised, requiring each delivery app to develop special promotions to attract users. These include discount codes, "buy more, save more" offers and loyalty points systems, driving increased usage and advancing the market.

Looking ahead

From my perspective, having lived in Bangkok since 2021, both food delivery and ride-hailing services have significantly saved me time. I use food delivery services almost daily for dinner. Instead of queuing at popular restaurants, I relax at home on my sofa after a long day at work. I also frequently use ride-hailing services to get to my destinations, enjoying the flexibility to choose my departure time--something not possible with public transportation.

However, I am concerned that the convenience offered by delivery apps may come at a significant cost in the long term.

Bangkok has faced air pollution for decades, but it reached a health crisis in recent years, especially in 2023 during the peak of delivery services. As Thailand fully rebounded from the Covid crisis and many restrictions were lifted, the demand for delivery services surged. Consequently, the capital city is experiencing an excess of cars and motorcycles that emit PM2.5. The air pollution problem will likely worsen if there is no limit on the number of riders.

Proposed solutions

I believe the number of riders should be capped to reduce the excess of vehicles on the road, thereby decreasing traffic congestion and PM2.5 emissions. This initiative should be accompanied by improvements to public transportation, such as making bus applications more user-friendly and reducing inaccuracies.

A common issue I encounter while using these apps is GPS errors, which can make the service unreliable for time-sensitive commuters.

[image: Screen of Via Bus application shows the bus location and its numbers in the user's area. ]
Screen of Via Bus application shows the bus location and its numbers in the user's area.



In addition, bus services should be promoted more for international visitors. Although I have been using the bus for four years, I rarely see foreign users. Importantly, we must replace older buses that emit PM2.5 with EV buses and increase the use of eco-friendly vehicles.

Bad eating behaviour

My second concern is unhealthy eating habits. According to Thai PBS, 61% of customers using food delivery services order fast food items such as fried chicken, hamburgers, pizzas and sugary drinks. Imagine if consumers continue to easily access fast food over the next three, five or 10 years. Bangkok's population could face higher risks of diabetes, hypertension, obesity and heart disease due to excess cholesterol from fast food.

Suggestion

I believe it would be beneficial for delivery apps to display the nutritional information for every dish prior to ordering. For instance, one serving of pad Thai contains 800 kilocalories, 80 grammes of carbohydrates, 10g of protein, 30g of fat and 800mg of sodium.

These apps should track daily order data, analysing calories, cholesterol, and sodium intake. Consumers would receive alerts if their intake exceeds healthy levels. While this may not change everyone's habits, it could help raise awareness.

In addition, I had the opportunity to speak with several riders about their careers. Suwit Phala (six years of experience), Slawut Janlee (four years), Apinya (eight years) and Aug (two years) noted that while they had plenty of work during the pandemic, the current demand is moderate.

They expressed confidence in continuing their work, with Athapinya (five years) recommending riding as a viable career. However, most mentioned that working as a part-time rider is more advantageous, offering flexibility.

[image: Suwit Phala, a ride-hailing driver, waits for the next passenger to use the service on the pavement on Dec 7, 2025.]
Suwit Phala, a ride-hailing driver, waits for the next passenger to use the service on the pavement on Dec 7, 2025.



User opinions

Pure and Kapao, office workers, stated that they use ride-hailing services daily for their commutes. "It's convenient. If I need to punch in at 10am, I can relax and leave at 9.30am compared to waiting for the bus starting at 8.30am," Pure added. They both affirmed that delivery apps will remain integral to our lives, as Kapao pointed out, "People have already become addicted to it."

Amy, a movie theatre employee, and Baimon, ground staff, also said they prefer food delivery over going to restaurants. "It's convenient, especially with all the discounts on delivery apps," Baimon noted. They agreed that delivery apps will continue to serve us as long as possible.

For me, the rise of delivery apps started like a light snowfall, eventually becoming an avalanche that many cannot imagine living without.

The convenience provided by these apps feels addictive. Once you try it, you will likely do it again. Waiting an extra 15 minutes to cook or going out starts to feel like a major inconvenience compared to the speed of the app.

You stop planning meals in advance or preparing to use public transport, relying on the apps as your default choice. It becomes an invisible aspect of your routine and lifestyle.

But that is not a big deal. The apps were designed for our convenience and have done an excellent job.

We embrace these services because humans naturally seek efficiency and comfort. If easier or more convenient options exist, we gravitate toward them. This is normal behaviour.

In summary

Now that we have come this far, turning back is no longer an option. My intention is not to discourage the use of delivery services, but I want to promote a healthier and more sustainable approach to utilising these services. We can still enjoy them while minimising their negative impacts, allowing us to coexist with them for the long term.

[image: Delivery riders wait for the red light on Ratchadaphisek Road in Bangkok on Dec 12 2025.  ]
Delivery riders wait for the red light on Ratchadaphisek Road in Bangkok on Dec 12 2025.
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                                Two more hospitals near the Thai-Cambodian border have been temporarily closed, raising the total number of closures in high-risk areas to 12, officials said on Thursday.
Continued clashes along the border in Sa Kaeo have forced the closure of Aranyaprathet Hospital and Khlong Hat Hospital in the province, said Dr Ekachai Piansriwatchara, deputy permanent secretary at the Ministry of Public Health.

A field hospital with 100 beds has been set up in Sa Kaeo to help deal with short-term issues caused by the closures, he said after a meeting at the Public Health Emergency Operations Centre.

Earlier this week, the ministry had closed 10 hospitals: Namyuen, Nachaluai and Namkhun hospitals in Ubon Ratchathani; Kantharalak and Phusing hospitals in Si Sa Ket; Kap Choeng and Phanom Dong Rak Chalerm Phrakiat hospitals in Surin; Taphraya and Khok Sung hospitals in Sa Kaeo; and Ban Kruat Hospital in Buri Ram.

Partial services have also been suspended at eight other hospitals, including Khun Han Hospital in Si Sa Ket; Prasat, Sangkha and Buachet hospitals in Surin; Lahan Sai Hospital in Buri Ram; Bo Rai and Khlong Yai hospitals in Trat; and Sa Kaeo Ratchanakarin Psychiatric Hospital.

A total of 634 inpatients have already been transferred to hospitals in secure zones, said Dr Ekachai.

"Seven tambon (sub-district) health promotion hospitals have been partially closed, while 198 have been temporarily shut down," he said.

As part of the emergency response planning preparations, officials conducted a table-top exercise to prepare for patient evacuations. Hospital-pairing arrangements have been set up for inter-regional referrals: Health Region 10 will refer to Region 8, Region 9 to Region 7, and Region 6 to Region 4.

Evacuation routes, travel times, patient-movement sequencing and levels of emergency vehicles required have been clearly mapped out to allow immediate activation, Dr Ekachai said.

The number of evacuation centres in the affected border provinces has increased to 934, accommodating 258,617 people, including 46,252 vulnerable people. A total of 317 people with medical conditions have been transferred to hospitals in safe areas, he said.

The ministry has deployed additional teams, including 43 emergency medical response teams, 43 advanced life support teams, 114 disease control teams, 76 environmental health emergency teams, and 88 mental health crisis response teams.

Mental-health screening of 27,413 evacuees found 388 people with high stress levels or at risk of harming themselves. They have received psychological counselling and are being closely monitored for follow-up care, said Dr Ekachai.

[image: Officials have set up a hospital-pairing system to deal with patient evacuations from facilities affected by the border conflict, says Dr Ekachai Piansriwatchara, deputy permanent secretary at the Ministry of Public Health.]
Officials have set up a hospital-pairing system to deal with patient evacuations from facilities affected by the border conflict, says Dr Ekachai Piansriwatchara, deputy permanent secretary at the Ministry of Public Health.
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                                Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul posted on his Facebook page shortly after 10pm on Thursday, saying he is "returning power to the people," likely referring to his plan to dissolve parliament and pave the way for a general election next year.
His announcement coincided with the joint sitting of parliament voting on a condition for the passage of a constitutional amendment bill. 

The joint sitting approved the condition that a charter amendment bill could be passed with a majority vote from the joint-sitting parliament, provided at least one-third of senators participated in the vote.

The constitutional amendment was a stipulation set by the 2023 election winner, the People's Party (PP), in exchange for its support of Mr Anutin's minority government, which succeeded the Paetongtarn Shinawatra administration.

As the joint sitting leaned towards allowing one-third of senators to influence the future of the constitutional amendment, sources indicated that the opposition PP planned a censure motion against Mr Anutin's administration. In response to his Facebook post, key figures from the Pheu Thai Party informed the parliament late Thursday night that the Prime Minister had decided to dissolve the House.

During the joint sitting following Thursday's vote, Mr Anutin, also serving as interior minister and Bhumjaithai Party leader, had an MP propose a question for a future referendum on the constitutional amendment, asking whether the public desired a new charter.

According to a government source, Mr Anutin, who has been in office for less than three months, has submitted a request for a House dissolution for royal approval. If approved, elections must take place within 45 to 60 days as stipulated in the constitution.

Mr Anutin's statement arose amid rising tensions at the Thai-Cambodian border, where both sides have engaged in military confrontations since Dec 7. The two nations have been exchanging fire along their disputed frontier, and each has accused the other of provoking the escalation.

[image: Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, centre, speaks to reporters after chairing a cabinet meeting at Government House, Bangkok, on Tuesday. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)]
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, centre, speaks to reporters after chairing a cabinet meeting at Government House, Bangkok, on Tuesday. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)



Mr Anutin was elected prime minister on Sept 5 after winning a parliamentary vote. He received 311 votes, far more than the 247 needed from the House's 492 MPs.

The Bhumjaithai leader, 58, succeeded Ms Paetongtarn Shinawatra, 39, who was dismissed by a Constitutional Court order for ethics violations over a leaked phone call in June, during which she appeared to bow to Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen while the two countries were on the brink of a border conflict.
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                                Thai military personnel have been coming under heavy attack from Cambodian drones, prompting Thailand to step up efforts to destroy drone launch sites, many of which are located at casino buildings just across the border.
Rear Adm Surasant Kongsiri, spokesman for the Ministry of Defence, said rockets, mortar rounds and kamikaze drones were all being used by Cambodia against Thai military positions and personnel.

Heavily attacked targets included Chong Bok and Chong An Ma areas in the northeastern province of Ubon Ratchathani, he said on Thursday at a daily media briefing.

Col Richa Suksuwanont, deputy spokesman for the Royal Thai Army, said Cambodia was using many drones against Thai soldiers who had to leave their bunkers in attempts to secure Thai territory earlier encroached on by Cambodians.

Capt Nara Khunthothom, assistant spokesman for the Royal Thai Navy, said Ban Chamrak village in the eastern province of Trat was facing a threat from drones, and military personnel there had covered their bases with donated nets to block the unmanned attacks.

AM Jackkrit Thammavichai, spokesman for the air force, said the most effective way to cope with drones was to prevent them from flying. That is why the air force has been targeting areas where drones were stored, he said.

The 2nd Army Area said on its Facebook page that Cambodia had set up drone control centres in several casino buildings, and that the Thai military was exercising its right to self-defence by firing at those locations.

On Tuesday, a Royal Thai Air Force JAS 39 Gripen fighter dropped high-explosive bombs on the Royal Hill Resort and Casino at O'Smach in Oddar Meanchey province, opposite Chong Chom in Surin.

According to Thai sources, the casino had been used by the Cambodian military as a launch site for drones, a concealment location for BM-21 multiple rocket launchers and a staging area for Cambodian troops. It was also reported to be used by call-centre scammers.

Reports indicate that at least one security guard was killed and several others, including foreigners, were injured. The Chinese Embassy in Phnom Penh subsequently posted a message saying it was investigating reports of Chinese nationals at the site and instructed citizens to leave border areas.

The air force also reported a successful strike on Wednesday night at a Cambodian military command base and oil depot in Banteay Ampil district of Oddar Meanchey, opposite the Chong Sai Taku temporary border crossing in Ban Kruat district of Buri Ram. The explosions could be heard more than 10 kilometres away, according to local reports.

Other casino sites targeted, according to the air force, are located across the border from Chong An Ma in Ubon Ratchathani, Ta Phraya in Sa Kaeo and tambon Cham Rak in Muang district of Trat.
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                                Hundreds of Thais seeking to return from Poipet were stranded at the border across from Aranyaprathet in Sa Kaeo on Thursday as Cambodian immigration officials were delaying processing, according to local reports.
After negotiations dragged into the late afternoon without Cambodian officials explaining what was causing the delay, Thai security authorities decided to temporarily suspend the repatriation of Cambodian migrant workers.

The standoff has resulted in an estimated 3,000 Thais being stuck on the Cambodian side of the Khlong Luek border checkpoint, and a large number of Cambodians, who had been waiting at checkpoint since the morning, stuck on the Thai side. Some gave up and returned to their previous locations rather than brave the heat.

Thai authorities had opened the Khlong Luek checkpoint to facilitate the return of about 6,000 Thai nationals who have sought to leave Cambodia since the latest outbreak of fighting began.

The two countries had agreed earlier to temporarily open the once-busy crossing to accommodate people who wanted to return home in both directions.

On Wednesday alone, Thai authorities said they sent back 7,118 Cambodian nationals, with more continuing to cross the border on Thursday. However, Thai nationals were instructed to wait in front of the checkpoint to be cleared to cross back into the country.

The First Army operations centre said earlier that preparations were made to receive Thais from Poipet starting at 10am, as agreed with the Cambodian side. The Burapha Task Force, immigration officers and local police are all taking part in the operation.

Those arriving will go through screening and verification procedures conducted by immigration police, local police, paramilitary rangers, territorial defence volunteers and officials from the provincial social development and human security office.

Authorities will check travel documents, verify their legal status and arrange transport to their home provinces.

Security agencies said more than 6,000 Thais in Poipet had submitted their names to the Thai embassy in Phnom Penh, requesting assistance to return home due to safety concerns.

On Thursday morning, hundreds of Thais who had been working in Poipet began streaming in at the Cambodian immigration checkpoint, but no one was allowed to cross.

Thai authorities said they were negotiating with their Cambodian counterparts to facilitate the exchange of returning citizens, a process that would require time and coordination.

As of 1pm, local media reported, Cambodian authorities had yet to release any Thai nationals. The crowd had grown to 3,000 amid an increasingly tense atmosphere.

Pol Maj Gen Thawon Dulayawit, chief of Sa Kaeo provincial police, attempted to negotiate with Cambodian authorities but the talks failed to reach a resolution.

Large numbers of Cambodian workers were also seen at the Ban Khlong Luek crossing on Thursday to make their way back home. Many were carrying their belongings and travelling with young children as they walked from the Rong Kluea Market and other areas in Sa Kaeo.

Thai officials were organising spaces on their side of the border and providing assistance to ensure the orderly return of Cambodian nationals to their country.

Elsewhere, conditions along the border from Ta Phraya to Khok Sung districts of Sa Kaeo remained tense on Thursday, with intermittent gunfire reported due to ongoing clashes, local authorities said.

[image: Cambodian workers carrying their belongings walk toward the Ban Khlong Luek border crossing on Thursday in Aranyaprathet, Sa Kaeo. (Photo: Sa Kaeo provincial public relations office)]
Cambodian workers carrying their belongings walk toward the Ban Khlong Luek border crossing on Thursday in Aranyaprathet, Sa Kaeo. (Photo: Sa Kaeo provincial public relations office)
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                                SURIN - Renewed fighting raged at the border of Cambodia and Thailand on Thursday morning, with combat heard near centuries-old temples, ahead of expected phone calls from US President Donald Trump to the leaders of the two countries.
The Thai Ministry of Defence said on Thursday that nine soldiers have been killed and 120 injured after five straight days of attacks. Cambodian officials said 10 civilians have perished and around 60 have been seriously hurt. It has not disclosed military casualties but unconfirmed reports have said at least eight soldiers had died.

More than half a million people, mostly in Thailand, have fled border areas near where jets, tanks and drones have waged battle.

This week's clashes are the deadliest since five days of fighting in July that killed dozens before a shaky truce was agreed, following intervention by Trump and Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim.

The US president said he expected to speak on Thursday with the leaders of Thailand and Cambodia to demand a halt to their renewed clashes. The call would likely take place late Thursday night Thailand time.

"I think I'm scheduled to speak to them tomorrow," Trump told reporters at the White House on Wednesday.

"They've been fighting for a very long time, many, many, many decades," he said. "But I got along great with both. I found they were two great leaders, two great people, and I settled it once. I think I can do it pretty quickly. I think, I think I can get them to stop fighting. Who else can do that? Think of it."

Both sides blame the other for reigniting the conflict, which has expanded to five provinces of both Thailand and Cambodia.

Thai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and his Cambodian counterpart Hun Manet are both leaning into strong nationalist sentiment at home. It's a stance that could benefit Mr Anutin politically as Thailand heads into an election early next year.

Economically, however, Thailand has far more at stake. If Trump again makes a ceasefire a condition for moving forward on tariff negotiations, as he did earlier this year to halt fighting, Thailand risks losing leverage in talks that are critical for its export-driven economy. (Story continues below)

[image: Children play near a bunker in Surin province on Wednesday. As many as 500,000 evacuees in Cambodia and Thailand are sheltering in pagodas, schools and other safe havens after fleeing renewed fighting along the border. (Photo: AFP)]
Children play near a bunker in Surin province on Wednesday. As many as 500,000 evacuees in Cambodia and Thailand are sheltering in pagodas, schools and other safe havens after fleeing renewed fighting along the border. (Photo: AFP)



Temples at risk

In Oddar Meanchey province in northwestern Cambodia, meanwhile, AFP journalists reported hearing the blasts of incoming artillery from the direction of disputed temples since dawn on Wednesday.

Cambodia's defence ministry said in a statement that Thai forces initiated an attack early Thursday morning in the province, "shelling into the Khnar Temple area". The report could not be independently confirmed.

On the other side of the border, the Thai military announced an overnight curfew from 7pm to 5am in parts of Sa Kaeo beginning Wednesday night.

The Thai army said Wednesday that Cambodian forces fired rockets that landed in the vicinity of the Phanom Dong Rak Hospital in Surin province -- to the north of Sa Kaeo, and which was struck in the fighting in July.

Cambodia's defence ministry said more than 101,000 people have been evacuated, while in Thailand, authorities said more than 400,000 civilians have taken shelter elsewhere.

The United Nations cultural agency called on Wednesday for "protection of the region's cultural heritage in all its forms" amid the ongoing fighting.

"Unesco has communicated to all parties concerned the geographical coordinates of sites on the World Heritage List as well as those of national significance, in order to avoid any potential damage," it said in a statement.

It added that it was particularly concerned about hostilities near Preah Vihear, a Unesco heritage site.

In 2008, military clashes between Thailand and Cambodia erupted over a patch of land next to the 900-year-old temple, located on the border.

Sporadic violence from 2008 to 2011 led to the deaths of two dozen people and displacement of tens of thousands.

In Thailand's northeast on Thursday morning, hundreds of evacuated families woke up inside a university building in Surin that has been transformed into a shelter.

A few older women were pounding chili paste while volunteers were stirring big pots of food.

Nearby, 61-year-old farmer Rat, who declined to give her last name, said she had to leave her home before she could plant a cassava crop this season, fleeing with her family of eight.

"I just want to go home and farm again," she told AFP. "Every time the fighting starts, it feels like life gets paused all over again."
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                                The Thai army says it suspects English-speaking foreigners might be controlling Cambodian bomber drones that have targeted Thai forces during the ongoing border clashes.
The 2nd Army Area, which is responsible for northeastern Thailand, said on its Facebook page on Thursday morning that it doubted Cambodian soldiers were controlling the drones.

It said the word "finished" was heard during a radio communication when bomber drone attacks took place.

In addition, it noted that just when suicide drone attacks stopped, motorcyclists were seen leaving nearby hills. Such sightings happened in the Chong An Ma area of Ubon Ratchathani province.

Rumours that foreigners, possibly Russians, were helping with the Cambodian war effort circulated on social media earlier this year. They appear to have been prompted by a photograph showing two tall, well-built men in military fatigues with a group of Cambodian soldiers.

Gen Nattaphon Narkphanit, the deputy defence minister at the time, said an initial investigation showed the the pair were Cambodian non-commissioned officers who were also athletes and YouTubers.

He also said at the time that the army had found no evidence of Russian-language communication during Cambodian military operations but investigations were ongoing.

The bomber drones used by Cambodia are first-person view (FPV) drones that carry 82mm mortar rounds and are controlled via optical fibre links, the 2nd Army Area said.

In each attack, a bomber drone is supported by a target identification drone that flies more slowly.

The army said suicide drones have been used to strike the front and rear openings of Thai bunkers so that shrapnel hurts soldiers who take cover.
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                                Amid a rise in the number of cases of travellers being denied entry to Thailand, tourism operators are urging the government to regularly publicise updated rules and rely more on pre-screening methods, as the country tightens measures to curb multiple visa runs.
Last month, the Immigration Bureau introduced four measures aimed at preventing foreigners from entering as tourists while engaging in cybercrime, illicit businesses, money laundering, gang activities or forced labour.

One measure is to tighten restrictions on multiple 90-day visa-exempt entries often used by foreigners to carry out visa runs without returning to their home nation. Foreigners are now limited to two visa runs, and those exceeding this without valid reasons will be denied entry at airports and border checkpoints.

Thienprasit Chaiyapatranun, president of the Thai Hotels Association, said hotels recently encountered cases of guests being refused entry under visa-free privileges, along with social media posts made by foreigners facing a similar situation.

He said such cases could create unnecessary uncertainty among tourists who have not yet visited the country or who are planning to visit.

Relevant agencies should clarify the updated rules and ensure the information reaches all tourists entering under the visa-free scheme.

If possible, they should also explain why certain cases circulating on social media were denied entry.

"The situation now has undeniably led people to consider two possibilities behind these denials: tourists may unknowingly violate the rules, or some officials exploit loopholes to extort tourists," he said.

Mr Thienprasit said leaving screening to officials' discretion or randomly checking tourists at immigration is not an appropriate method.

He said that some countries use pre-screening procedures and automated immigration gates on arrival.

If travellers' records show no issues, they can quickly pass through the gates, leaving only those who are flagged for concerns to undergo face-to-face interviews.

He said since Thailand already requires tourists to complete the Thailand Digital Arrival Card online three days before arrival, immigration already has their information.

As the government is considering the introduction of a pre-approval system for visa-free travellers, similar to South Korea's Electronic Travel Authorization, he said the private sector supports this policy as it would improve entry screening and reassure tourists of seamless travel.

As of Dec 7, Thailand recorded 30.2 million foreign arrivals, down 7.19% year-on-year.

Malaysia, China and India remained the top three markets, with 4.23 million, 4.18 million and 2.28 million visitors, respectively.
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                                Most Thais continue to value owning high-value assets such as homes, widely regarded as symbols of stability, success and social standing, while the rental market is expanding rapidly as more consumers seek flexibility and avoid long-term debt obligations, according to the SCB Economic Intelligence Center (EIC).
OWNERSHIP MINDSET PERSISTS

Findings from the latest SCB EIC consumer survey show that the belief in home ownership remains deeply rooted in Thai society.

Homebuyers are typically those with stable incomes or individuals who have reached life stages where their financial foundations are more secure.

Around 50% of people earning below 30,000 baht a month already own a home, with the rate rising to 75% among those aged over 60.

For higher-income earners making more than 100,000 baht, ownership reaches 80% early in life and exceeds 90% by age 60.

Beyond financial readiness, many Thais view owning a home as a key milestone and a source of pride.

For Gen X (aged 45-60) and Baby Boomers (over 60 years old), ownership is often linked to the goal of passing assets to the next generation, reinforcing its social and cultural value.

Gen Y buyers also place importance on the ability to customise and personalise their living space, making ownership appealing as it offers the freedom to design, renovate and express individual lifestyle preferences -- a factor that continues to influence this age group's housing decisions.

Government incentives, long-term instalment schemes and more flexible mortgage programmes have further supported middle-income households in accessing home ownership.

This trend persists even as property prices remain several times higher than household incomes, reflecting similar patterns in emerging markets such as China and Vietnam, where ownership rates exceed 80%.

RENTAL MARKET REVVING UP

While ownership remains attractive, the rental market is accelerating, driven largely by younger consumers.

Modern lifestyles, frequent mobility and shifting financial priorities are reshaping preferences, particularly among those aged below 45, who increasingly value flexibility and cost efficiency over accumulating long-term assets.

Nearly 70% of Gen Y and Gen Z respondents highlight flexibility as a key factor, citing frequent job changes, evolving career paths and the desire to avoid being tied to a single location.

Renting allows them to adjust life plans freely without long-term financial commitments.

Many in the 25-40 age group are now reluctant to take on 20-30-year mortgages. Monthly rental payments are considered more predictable, avoiding unexpected expenses such as repairs, maintenance fees and other incidental costs that often accompany home ownership.

Convenience is another major draw. Renting eliminates mortgage procedures, requires minimal upfront commitment and removes the responsibility of major repairs. This appeals to consumers who prefer simplicity and lower financial risk in housing decisions.

New living formats, including serviced apartments, co-living spaces and units with extensive communal facilities, are attracting younger tenants.

These options offer bundled monthly payments covering utilities, services and upkeep, reducing the need for residents to manage multiple bills or maintenance tasks.

OWNERS EYE RENTAL INCOME

More than half of existing homeowners surveyed said they are interested in buying additional properties for rental income, reflecting the continued perception of real estate as a long-term wealth-building asset in Thailand.

Most homeowners, however, are unlikely to switch roles and become renters unless necessary. These situations include job relocation, downsizing or efforts to reduce long-term financial obligations, according to the SCB EIC survey.

The survey also highlights shifting preferences among older Thais. About 40% of respondents aged over 60 expressed interest in co-living or wellness-focused senior housing.

This underscores the growing potential of senior-living developments as Thailand moves toward an ageing society.

Although most Thais still prefer owning a home, the idea of "renting for use rather than accumulating assets" is expected to gain momentum over the next three to five years, particularly among those under 45.

Younger consumers increasingly value financial efficiency, mobility and freedom from long-term commitments, making renting a practical alternative to home ownership.

The decision between buying and renting is now shaped less by tradition and more by lifestyle needs and financial priorities, signalling a structural shift in Thailand's evolving housing market.
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                                Parliament on Wednesday voted to approve the proposed setting up of a 35-member constitution drafting committee (CDC) and the 35-member public participation committee, on the first day of the second reading of the charter amendment bill.
The second reading will continue on Thursday in an extraordinary session before parliament reconvenes on Friday.

People's Party (PP) list-MP Nattawut Buapratum, chair of the charter amendment committee, said the panel's proposals were in accordance with the amendment's principles and a key Constitutional Court ruling.

MPs and senators spent about three hours debating Section 4 which outlines the formation of the two bodies that would be selected using the same method known as the "20 pick 1" formula.

After the debate, 328 MPs and senators voted in favour and 266 against with 21 abstentions. Before the vote, Pheu Thai MPs who were the minority votes on the scrutiny committee reiterated their disagreement with the proposed mechanism, citing risks of collusion and insufficient public participation.

Cholnan Srikaew, a Pheu Thai MP for Nan, argued the "20 pick 1" formula and the requirement for candidates to secure 100 supporters would open the way for political groups to pre-select drafters and undermine its independence.

Pheu Thai list-MP Khattiya Sawatdiphol proposed that a 151-member Constitution Drafting Assembly (CDA) be elected provincially with additional appointed experts to review the final draft.

At the start of the meeting, Parliament President Wan Muhamad Noor Matha informed members of a pending urgent motion asking parliament to request the cabinet to proceed immediately with the first referendum question.

The motion, submitted by the Bhumjaithai Party (BJT), is expected to be placed on the agenda after the second-reading vote concludes on Thursday.

Mr Wan Noor said any motion related to the referendum must be considered during the second reading and it must be coordinated with the three whips.

Pheu Thai MP Julapun Amornvivat supported the motion, saying early action would reassure the public that constitutional reform would proceed regardless of political uncertainties.

He said the cabinet already has full authority to submit the first referendum question to the Election Commission (EC) and questioned why it had not done so at its Dec 9 meeting.

BJT MP Paradorn Prissananantakul said the Council of State has informally advised that the cabinet initiating the question may contradict the Constitutional Court ruling requiring constitutional amendment procedures to begin in parliament.

He said parliament should formally forward the question to the cabinet to ensure compliance and avoid legal challenges.

Meanwhile, Nikorn Chamnong, director of the Chartthaipattana Party and secretary of the joint referendum committee, said parliament, not the cabinet, must draft referendum questions.

He said the questions should be finalised this month if the referendum is to be held alongside the general election.
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                                No government move to dissolve the House will disrupt national security operations at the Cambodia border, says Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul.
He said safeguarding Thailand's sovereignty remains the core responsibility of security agencies, regardless of the political timetable.

Responding to reports that key Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) figures had been summoned to discuss the dissolution timeline, Mr Anutin expressed surprise. Standing before reporters, he insisted no such discussions had occurred.

"I'm here telling you clearly that there was no such meeting. How could there be?" he said, adding the power to dissolve the House rests solely with the prime minister through a royal command.

Asked whether the House would be dissolved in line with the previously hinted timeline, Mr Anutin again emphasised that this is within the prime minister's prerogative.

His comments came a day after he suggested the House would be dissolved before Jan 31, a remark that further fuelled political speculation.

When pressed on whether a draft royal decree for this had already been prepared, he smiled and nodded before heading into a meeting.

On the parliamentary debate over constitutional amendments, Mr Anutin said the government was trying its best to push the changes forward in line with the memorandum of agreement (MoA) which the BJT signed with the People's Party (PP).

However, he declined to say if fighting along the Thai-Cambodian border would delay the planned House dissolution.

Separately, the prime minister addressed criticism over the unveiling of prospective BJT constituency candidates amid heightened border tensions.

Detractors argued the timing was inappropriate, but Mr Anutin countered the event took place during the party's regular Tuesday meeting held every week ahead of House sessions.

MPs, he said, were simply preparing for legislative duties and discussing voting strategies. He urged critics not to dramatise minor issues.
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                                Thailand maintains that its border operations against Cambodian forces prioritise civilian protection and the need to safeguard sovereignty, authorities said.
"All operations are conducted in strict compliance with international humanitarian law, under the principles of military necessity, proportionality, and distinction between military facilities and civilians," said ACM Prapas Sornchaidee, director of the Joint Press Centre on the Thailand-Cambodia Border Situation.

"Thailand maintains a firm policy of not targeting civilians or civilian infrastructure under any circumstances," ACM Prapas said on Wednesday.

He said the hostilities along the Thai-Cambodian border have affected civilians in several areas under the responsibility of the 1st Army Area, the 2nd Army Area, and the Chanthaburi-Trat Border Defence Command.

Residential areas have been damaged, residents have been displaced to temporary shelters, and schools have suspended classes.

The government and the armed forces fully recognise the hardship, he said. "The safety and well-being of the people is our priority when making decisions," ACM Prapas said.

Thailand is not the aggressor but is exercising the right to self-defence under Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations to protect our sovereignty, national security, and the safety of our citizens, he said.

ACM Prapas said that the use of air power in certain areas has been carried out only when necessary, as a last resort, to protect people from imminent threats, reduce the risk of harm to personnel, and prevent further attacks.

All operations, he said, are conducted with the highest level of caution, based on credible intelligence, employing precision capabilities, and prioritising the protection of civilians.

Thailand remains committed to peace and diplomatic mechanisms, but that peace must come with the safety and security of its citizens, ACM Prapas said.

Meanwhile, the Royal Thai Army on Wednesday rejected accusations from Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen that Thailand was the aggressor, using heavy weapons to provoke a response and undermine a ceasefire agreement.

Cambodian media reported that Hun Sen instructed Cambodian troops to "endure" and refrain from retaliating unless a designated "red line" was crossed.

Army spokesman Maj Gen Winthai Suvaree countered those assertions.

"The attempt to label Thailand as the 'aggressor' contradicts the facts," he said.

Maj Gen Winthai said recent attacks included unprovoked gunfire against Thai soldiers, followed by sustained heavy assault operations affecting civilian areas on the Thai side.

Thailand did not initiate the violence, but must respond appropriately to any violation of sovereignty, he added.
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                                The Ministry of Commerce has launched MOC Plus, a new initiative to enhance government services by leveraging artificial intelligence (AI) and cloud technologies.
Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun said the platform focuses on overhauling the ministry's service systems.

Under a new direction labelled digital commerce, individuals can access all ministry data and services via a one-stop system, with the aim of simplifying processes, eliminating unnecessary tasks and elevating service standards to meet international standards.

The initiative has been developed through a collaboration with four global tech giants -- Amazon Web Services, Google Cloud Thailand, Huawei Technologies (Thailand) and Microsoft Thailand -- to develop a central data architecture.

This will integrate internationally certified cloud security systems and AI-supported infrastructure across all departments, ensuring data is managed systematically, transparently and traceably.

MOC Plus has four key objectives: Excellent Services, enhancing service standards with precise and reliable data; Good Experience, offering 24/7 support via an AI assistant to reduce waiting times and unnecessary travel; Personalised Service, using AI to analyse data and provide tailored recommendations such as identifying free trade agreement (FTA) advantages for particular products; and Transparency, making all processes traceable while minimising the chances for corruption.

She said the initiative will commence with pilot projects at three agencies.

At the Department of Business Development, AI is used in identifying nominee risks through a Risk Score Card, analysing corporate data for patterns related to mule accounts and duplicate addresses, pinpointing welfare-card holders with inconsistent income, and verifying the Thai national status of company directors.

These measures aim to close loopholes that have facilitated fraudulent registrations.

The Department of Intellectual Property will leverage AI chatbots and advanced trademark overlap detection to enhance the efficiency and accuracy of trademark examinations, streamlining the application process for entrepreneurs.

The Department of International Trade Promotion will introduce an AI assistant that provides international trade information, guiding users to the most relevant FTA benefits and simplifying access to export-import data for small and medium-sized enterprises.

The public will experience these advancements via the ministry's call centre, which uses AI to address basic inquiries by using information from a central database of all departments. This will minimise repetitive menu navigation and misdirected calls, while ensuring that more complex queries are promptly directed to the appropriate personnel.

In 2026, the ministry will enhance the AI skills of its officers with training from its technology partners.
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                                The Office of Insurance Commission (OIC) has revoked the licence of a life insurance agent of Thai Life Insurance Plc, after uncovering a large-scale premium fraud scheme that caused losses estimated in the hundreds of millions of baht.
The regulator also ruled that Thai Life Insurance must take responsibility for damages caused by its appointed agent and introduce new rules requiring all premium payments to be made directly to insurance companies, effectively banning premium transfers via agents.

The OIC's anti-fraud unit found that Junkate Tubbon, a life insurance agent at Thai Life Insurance, misled policyholders by collecting advance premium payments in exchange for a 15% discount or gold incentives. At least 12 victims transferred premiums directly to her, but the funds were never remitted to the company.

The OIC summoned Ms Junkate to respond to the allegations, but she failed to appear or submit evidence, violating Section 80 of the Life Insurance Act.

Citing a clear intent to defraud and substantial harm to policyholders and beneficiaries, the registrar officially revoked her licence on Dec 10, 2025.

According to the OIC's statement, OIC secretary-general Chuchatr Pramoolpol instructed the casework division to submit evidence to the Economic Crime Suppression Division for criminal prosecution under Section 114/3 of the Life Insurance Act. Police have issued a summons for Ms Junkate.

The regulator also summoned Thai Life Insurance on Nov 7, ordering the company to conduct an urgent internal review, identify system failures and strengthen its controls. The OIC emphasised that insurers are liable for damages caused by their agents and must implement preventive measures to avoid future misconduct.

The regulator is continuing its investigation and warned that further violations of insurance laws or regulatory orders would result in additional legal action. The OIC reiterated its commitment to protecting policyholders and pursuing all forms of insurance fraud.

According to the statement, to prevent similar fraud, the OIC announced new anti-fraud requirements:


	All premium payments must be transferred directly into the insurer's bank account.

	Insurers must issue updated operational manuals and implement verification systems for premium receipts.

	If an agent collects cash, the transaction must be recorded immediately in the insurer's system and the funds transferred by the next business day.

	Individual brokers are strictly prohibited from accepting cash premiums. Violations require insurers to terminate the agent or broker and report the case to the OIC's fraud database.



The OIC urged policyholders to contact the 1186 hotline if they encounter any irregularities.

Meanwhile, Thai Life Insurance also issued a statement confirming that Ms Junkate had fraudulently offered unauthorised benefits to persuade customers to transfer money to her and her associates. The company terminated her agency status on Oct 3, 2025, and notified affected policyholders via SMS.

The insurer has filed criminal complaints against Ms Junkate for embezzlement and related offences.

Police are considering issuing an arrest warrant after she ignored multiple summonses. Legal action has also been taken against accomplices who used company documents to deceive victims.

Thai Life Insurance said it will compensate policyholders who provide proof of payment and documents consistent with legitimate policy issuance. A legal support team has been set up to assist victims who wish to pursue criminal complaints.
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                                Tourism operators hope senators can complete the reading of the clean air bill before the House dissolution in order for it to be enacted during this high season, as northern regions brace for smog.
Punlop Saejew, vice-president of the Chiang Mai Chamber of Commerce, said the unstable political situation has led tourism operators to worry about possible delays to the clean air bill, long-awaited as one solution to help combat the smog problem in the North.

The clean air bill passed its third reading in parliament in late October and has now been forwarded to the Senate for consideration.

As this government pledged to stay in power for only four months, activists and operators are worried that if the House is dissolved while the bill is still under consideration, it will be dismissed until a new government is formed post-election.

Mr Punlop said the clean air bill is crucial to Chiang Mai and the northern region, which faces severe smog from February to April.

The bill should help enforce stricter measures for operators who are direct polluters through penalties, as well as via incentives for reducing smog and making businesses more environmentally friendly, he said.

Over the past few years there has been progress in Chiang Mai in tackling smog on a short-term basis, especially with regard to agricultural burning, Mr Punlop said.

The province adopted the 'Fire D' application, which allows local operators to register with the authorities to approve burning periods that coincide with suitable weather that could result in the smog causing less harm to the city.

It has also deployed more workers to create firebreaks to limit the range of the fires and the impact of the smog to as great a degree as possible, said Mr Punlop.

In the longer run, the government should also promote agricultural methods that do not involve burning by farmers using sufficient incentives, he noted.

Mr Punlop said it was still too early to forecast the bookings trend for 2026. However, tourism operators are seeing incoming bookings for the next several months from various markets, including China, South Korea and Europe.

Wassana Thongsook, president of the Tourism Council of Chiang Mai, said that every year, February and March becomes a low season with sharp declines in bookings due to the smog season.

These conditions prompt operators to reduce their prices to retain customers.

Mrs Wassana said Chiang Mai used to be the leading city for digital nomads, but now it has lost this status to other cities because of its reputation for pollution during certain periods.

Tourism confidence would surely be restored by the clean air bill, which is expected to solve this crisis at the national level, as operators hope lawmakers will accelerate the readings during this high season, she said.

She said tourism in the province has improved from last year due to more flights and bigger events, such as Yi Peng, which generates tens of billions of baht in revenue for the economy. It is expecting a 70-80% occupancy rate this season.
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                                Analysts expect the Bank of Thailand's Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) to cut its policy rate by 0.25 basis points (bps) at next week's meeting, following the US Federal Reserve's latest move as multiple pressures weigh on the domestic outlook.
The Fed's rate cut has lifted global sentiment and boosted risk appetite, despite lingering volatility in some markets, they said.

The Federal Open Market Committee voted 9-3 on Wednesday to lower the benchmark federal funds rate by a quarter point to a range of 3.5%-3.75%.

According to Paradorn Tiaranapramote, first vice-president of research at Asia Plus Securities (ASPS), the MPC is likely to cut the policy rate on Dec 17 by 0.25 bps to 1.25%. He said such a move could support a year-end recovery in Thai equities.

The case for a rate cut is reinforced by Thailand's negative inflation -- which remained at minus 0.49% in November, marking eight consecutive months below zero -- along with flood-related damage in the South and rising geopolitical risks along the Cambodian border that could hurt tourism.

ASPS noted that the Thai market fell 4.4% in November, ranking as the sixth-worst performer globally, weighed down by domestic flooding and political uncertainty. However, conditions started to improve in early December as floodwaters receded and tourism activity began to pick up.

Foreign fund inflows have also strengthened, Mr Paradorn said, adding that overseas investors have been net buyers of Thai equities every day in December, totalling 5.6 billion baht, attracted by Thailand's dividend yield of 4.2%, higher than many global markets.

According to Mr Paradorn, a rate cut could widen the dividend yield gap to nearly 3%, supporting further inflows.

He added that listed companies' fourth-quarter earnings are expected to show solid year-on-year growth from a low base, despite concerns about slowing economic momentum.

Apichart Phubunjerdkul, head of strategy research at Tisco Securities, said the Fed's rate cut and its plan to purchase around US$40 billion in assets to support liquidity are broadly positive for global risk assets. However, he warned that the Thai stock market may see only limited upside as tensions along the Cambodian border remain unresolved.

Investors are also watching for potential US involvement in diplomatic talks and tracking domestic political developments, including an extraordinary parliamentary session on constitutional amendments and the opening of a new ordinary session today, when opposition parties may consider submitting a no-confidence motion.

Tisco Securities also expects the MPC to cut rates by 0.25 bps to 1.25% next week.

Chayanon Rakkanjanan, co-founder and chief executive of Finnomena, noted that the Fed's 0.25-percentage point cut to 3.50-3.75% -- its third this year -- was the most divided vote in six years, with three Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC) members dissenting. The split reflects growing uncertainty as inflation remains elevated at 2.8% while economic indicators weaken following a six-week US government shutdown.

According to Mr Chayanon, the new dot plot points to only two rate cuts in 2026-2027, with seven Fed officials opposing any cuts. A dot plot is a chart showing each FOMC member's interest rate projections for upcoming years.

Despite easing, the Fed signalled that the pace of cuts may slow, while launching $40 billion in bond repurchases to offset tight liquidity from quantitative tightening -- a move markets view as a form of quasi-QE.

On global stability, the Bank for International Settlements (BIS) warned of an unusual "twin bubble" in equities -- driven by tech and AI -- and in gold, which has surged more than 60% amid speculative inflows and record central-bank buying. The BIS cautioned that a simultaneous correction in both markets could leave investors with limited safe-haven options.

"Taken together, the signals point to a more fragile global environment -- rates remain high, inflation is sticky, and both risk and safe-haven assets are rising at the same time, an unusual pattern that has historically preceded major volatility," Mr Chayanon said.
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                                Advanced Info Service (AIS) has elevated human resources to a strategic priority, embedding diversity, equity and inclusion into all its policies and workplace culture.
Kantima Lerlertyuttitham, AIS deputy chief executive and chief corporate officer, said AIS believes that sustainable organisations begin with building a strong foundation of people, culture and sustainability.

"Among the diversity of AIS's people, there is only one generation we call the generation that is connected to digital," she added.

Ms Kantima was recently presented the "Female Thought Leader of the Year - Business Services" award at the prestigious Stevie Awards for Women in Business 2025.

The Stevie Awards are the world's premier business awards. They were created in 2002 to honour and generate public recognition of the achievements and positive contributions of organisations and working professionals worldwide.

Ms Kantima said winning the award reaffirms AIS's position as driving business growth through a strong focus on people and equality.

Ms Kantima said the company has introduced a number of talent development programmes that enable employees to upskill and reskill.

"AIS's strong foundation of people is driven by its equality DNA and measured by commitment and competency."

AIS has many significant initiatives aimed at driving people development. Among them is the AIS Academy, which offers digital talent programmes used to upskill and reskill employees via a world-class curriculum on an open, always-on digital platform.

Moreover, the company promoted inclusive culture and policies via its "Fit Fun Fair" with "Fair" being at the core to embrace differences in all dimensions such as advocating marriage equality; providing gender-inclusive wedding benefits; introducing gender-affirmation leave; and hiring people with disabilities for AIS's call centre, equipped with assistive intelligent tools.

AIS has been bridging social gaps with partners. For example, it has collaborated with the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security to advance the Thinking Ahead mission -- using technology to convert inequity into opportunity under the "turn burdens into power" ethos.

The programmes under this initiative include Aunjai Arsa (volunteer) for Career Development (digital and vocational skills in underserved areas), and Jump Thailand Hackathon -- a platform for young innovators to build artificial intelligence solutions that enhance the quality of life for seniors and people with disabilities, creating pathways to employment and stable income.

"We advance on the principle that business and society must grow together -- balancing economic results with social value through action at every level," Ms Kantima added.

In October AIS also clinched three awards at HR Asia's "Best Companies to Work for in Asia" Awards 2025, demonstrating its continued excellence in the area of human resource management.
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                                Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun has reaffirmed that the border situation with Cambodia should be kept separate from the US-Thailand tariff discussions, and that negotiations with the United States will continue under the planned framework.
Mrs Suphajee said the Thai government is committed to US tariff negotiations through various communication channels. While Team Thailand has confirmed its intent to advance the negotiations, it remains unclear whether an agreement can be finalised by year-end, particularly as other countries are facing similar delays.

In response to concerns that the United States might use tariff measures as leverage, she said this matter is separate from the border tensions with Cambodia.

She emphasised that Thailand must protect its sovereignty and the safety of its citizens, adding that Thailand did not initiate the recent incidents and has taken defensive measures to prevent any losses.

"The international community, including the US, has been informed of these developments. However, if the US chooses to link the border situation to trade issues, it is their right, though Thailand views that these matters should not be linked," she said.  

Mrs Suphajee said the tariff negotiations do not have to align with a strict 30-day deadline, as these discussions are bilateral and must yield mutual benefits.

The slow pace of negotiations is not unique to Thailand, as the US also has yet to conclude its discussions with Indonesia as the end of the year approaches, and it has no additional talks scheduled with Vietnam.

She stressed Thailand's readiness to close the negotiations this year, noting that if the US is willing and ready, Thailand is ready to move forward immediately.

However, if the US requires more time, Thailand would not be at a disadvantage, as the current tariff rate is 19% with no anticipated changes.

Regarding the upcoming decision from the US Supreme Court, the Commerce Minister indicated that no special preparations are required.

If the court rules that Trump can impose reciprocal trade measures by executive order, Thailand would simply proceed with negotiations as usual.

Conversely, if the ruling goes against him, the impact would be minimal: Thailand would merely need to recalculate any tariffs already paid and follow the standard refund procedures.
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                                Corruption, poverty and military conflict rank among the top concerns for Thais in the second half of the year, while recession fears continue to restrain spending, and hacking for fraudulent or espionage purposes is viewed as a severe risk, with Thailand recording the highest level of concern globally, according to market research company Ipsos.
Economic caution also coincides with social nostalgia, as nearly four in 10 Thais say they wish they had been born in 1975, idealising the perceived safety and simplicity of the past

"Thai anxieties were dominated by domestic structural issues, with corruption emerging as the most pressing concern. About 49% identified financial and political corruption as their top worry," said Pimtai Suwannasuk, senior client officer at Ipsos.

She said the findings were from the "What Worries Thailand? H2 2025 Report", which gathered data from 30 countries, including 500 respondents in Thailand between August and November this year.

Poverty and social inequality remained the second-largest issue, troubling 36% of the population, she said.

Meanwhile, concerns about military conflict between nations eased slightly, dropping to third place at 29%, though it continued to weigh heavily on public sentiment.

Ms Pimtai said crime and violence re-entered the top four, climbing to 27%. About 77% of Thais feel the world is more dangerous than a year ago, nearly 88% fear being hacked for fraud or espionage, the highest globally, 87% worry about disinformation and 76% perceive a real threat to personal safety.

Inflation is ranked fifth with 25%, underscoring persistent economic pressures.

"This reflects the public's desire for transparency and the need for concrete solutions to domestic vulnerabilities. Furthermore, rising crime and the uncertain economic climate keep consumers cautious about spending," said Ms Pimtai.

Regarding the latest Thailand-Cambodia border conflict, the public hopes it will be resolved this year.

If it drags on, it will cause discomfort, reduce confidence in the government, and potentially affect other issues as well.

In contrast, the global average places crime and violence (34%) and inflation (30%) as the top two concerns, with the issue of poverty and social inequality a strong shared concern, ranking in the top three for both Thailand and the global average.

Most Thais (76%) still believe the economy is in recession, an increase of 4 percentage points. About 58% describe the current situation as "bad", a 10-percentage-point drop compared to June 2025, which suggests a slight improvement in terms of negative sentiment.

A bad year

Overall, 57% of Thais say 2025 was a bad year for themselves and their families, and 74% say it was a bad year for Thailand, up 9 percentage points year-on-year.

This pessimism has led to a strong sense of nostalgia, with 38% of Thais saying it would have been best to have been born in 1975, while 58% believe people were happier 50 years ago than they are today.

Across all generations, from Gen Z to Baby Boomers, a majority choose 1975 over 2025 as a better time to be born.

When comparing specific aspects of life, Thais feel the past was superior in terms of quality of the environment (64%), how happy people are (58%) and feeling safe on the streets (52%).

However, they acknowledge that 2025 is better for systemic services, notably the quality of healthcare (82%) and quality of education (67%).

According to the Ipsos Predictions 2026 Report, 85% plan to spend more time with family and friends, while 82% aim to exercise more and focus on their appearance.

Beyond personal goals, 67% look forward to watching the Fifa World Cup, and 35% intend to cut back on social media use.

Businesses and policymakers are encouraged to strike a balance, as brands that respect their heritage while embracing modern innovation tend to resonate most with today's diverse consumers.

Navigating the dual forces of heritage and innovation is key for those seeking to connect with Thai consumers authentically.
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                                Electric vehicles (EVs) stole the spotlight at the 42nd Thailand International Motor Expo, pushing total car bookings to record levels and underscoring their growing foothold in the domestic market.
Organisers reported that bookings during the 12-day event, which concluded on Thursday at Impact Arena, Muang Thong Thani, in Nonthaburi province, surged to 75,246 units, up from 54,513 units last year. Including motorcycles, total vehicle reservations reached 80,599 units, compared with 62,495 units in 2024.

Industry analysts attributed the surge to aggressive price competition among manufacturers and the government's EV3.0 incentive scheme, which is set to expire soon.

The Electric Vehicle Association of Thailand said earlier the prices of battery EVs in Thailand are expected to rise by an average of 200,000 baht next year, following the expiration of the government's EV3.0, a move that could dampen domestic demand for BEVs.

"It's a good signal that the government's EV incentive policy has succeeded, making cars more affordable for customers," said Surapong Paisitpatanapong, vice-chairman of the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) and spokesman for its Automotive Industry Club.

While certainly strong, this year's bookings fell short of the 85,904 units recorded in 2012, when the Yingluck Shinawatra administration's "first car scheme" offered tax rebates of up to 100,000 baht for new buyers.

The FTI expects most vehicles booked at this year's expo to be registered in the first quarter of 2026.

However, Mr Surapong warned that weak consumer purchasing power remains a challenge. Banks and financing firms continue to reject around 60% of loan applications, citing the economic slowdown, high household debt and political uncertainty.

Despite these concerns, the FTI is maintaining its 2025 production target of 1.45 million vehicles, including 950,000 units for export and 500,000 for the domestic market.

Thailand's car sales have shown resilience, rising 24% year-on-year in October to 47,032 units, driven largely by EV demand, though pickup sales declined.

From January to October, domestic sales climbed 3.92% year-on-year to 495,001 units.
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                                A major step forward in digital transformation is propelling Medplast Co., Ltd.--a rising force in Thailand's medical adhesive tape sector--toward greater efficiency and international competitiveness. The company has implemented GROW with SAP, the modern cloud ERP suite designed to help fast-growing businesses operate with higher speed, consistency and control. The initiative marks a significant milestone as Medplast reinforces its operational backbone to support sustained growth in the highly regulated global medical device industry.
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"Entering the medical tape business requires uncompromising precision, safety and quality," said Peerapat Ekpoothorn, General Manager of Medplast. "As a new business unit, we needed a system that could support our growth while ensuring efficiency and compliance from day one." 




"With GROW with SAP, we have been able to adopt global best practices from day one. This has allowed us to streamline operations, improve traceability and ensure that every product meets the highest medical standards. Our goal is to deliver absolute reliability, because in healthcare, even the smallest defect can impact a patient's well-being," he said. 
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He added: "Implementing GROW with SAP allowed us to leverage SAP S/4HANA Cloud Public Edition to streamline internal approvals, shorten the order-to-cash cycle and gain clearer visibility across all operations. With the strong support of SAP partner NETIZEN, our implementation was smooth and effective. We now have a solid digital foundation to compete confidently in both domestic and global markets." 




The transformation reflects a broader shift among Thai manufacturers embracing cloud technology as a catalyst for competitiveness and global readiness. 




Medplast's implementation of Grow with SAP highlights how Thai manufacturers are leveraging cloud innovation to scale quickly and compete globally," said Kulwipa Piyawattanametha, Managing Director, SAP Indochina. "By adopting a ready-to-run, industry-best-practice solution, Medplast has accelerated its digital transformation and built a strong foundation for sustainable growth."   




SAP and NETIZEN Drives Successful Rollout with Advanced Cloud Framework 




A key contributor to the project's success was NETIZEN, an SAP Platinum Partner known for its expertise in cloud ERP deployments. NETIZEN implemented NETIZEN Peony, its localised best-practice framework designed to accelerate SAP Cloud ERP rollouts. The solution integrates advanced analytics, global-standard business processes and AI-driven insights, enabling Medplast to make faster, data-informed decisions across the organisation. 
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Backed by more than 20 years of experience, NETIZEN applied its Business Technology Transformation (BTX) methodology, which focuses on understanding each client's operations to tailor long-term, scalable solutions. The approach ensured Medplast's digital transformation aligned with global standards for agility, efficiency and sustainability. 




"Partnering with Medplast on this transformation has been an important milestone for us," said Seree Satukijchai, CEO of NETIZEN. "The medical tape industry demands end-to-end compliance, precision and transparency. By implementing GROW with SAP, we helped Medplast redesign their workflows into a fully integrated, data-driven system. This gives them a competitive edge while ensuring the accountability and product integrity required in the medical field." 




"At NETIZEN, we don't just implement software--we co-develop solutions that transform how our clients operate," Mr Seree added. "With NETIZEN Peony and our BTX methodology, we deliver intelligent, scalable cloud ERP capabilities that create real business impact. Medplast is a prime example of how the right digital foundation can unlock new levels of growth." 




Medplast's successful implementation underscores SAP's commitment to empowering small and midsized enterprises across Southeast Asia with the tools and technology needed to innovate, compete and scale in a fast-changing global landscape. 




  For more information on Medplast's digital transformation, visit the SAP News Center. 
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                        [image: A huge stock quotation board is displayed next to a Christmas tree decoration inside a building in Tokyo, Japan, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)]
                      
                                              
                          A huge stock quotation board is displayed next to a Christmas tree decoration inside a building in Tokyo, Japan, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)                        

                                          

                  

                                BENGALURU -- Asian equities witnessed their largest monthly foreign outflows in nearly six years in November, driven by a selloff in high-flying technology stocks as concerns over stretched valuations prompted investors to cut exposure.
Foreigners sold a net US$22.1 billion of shares in November across Taiwan, South Korea, India, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam and the Philippines, marking the heaviest monthly outflow since the $33.32 billion net sale in March 2020, LSEG data showed.

Taiwan saw $12.04 billion in net foreign selling, while South Korea recorded $9.75 billion, its biggest monthly outflow since March 2020.

[image: Asian equities see biggest foreign outflows in nearly six years]

Herald van der Linde, head of equity strategy for Asia Pacific at HSBC, said the moves reflected rising unease about how long the artificial intelligence (AI)-driven rally could last.

"Investors in recent years built a very high level of concentration on a few AI-related trades, so even a minor deviation from sky-high expectations can cause significant market fluctuations," he said.

India, Thailand and Vietnam also saw foreign withdrawals of $425 million, $388 million and $286 million, respectively.

Bucking the trend, Indonesian and Philippine equities attracted $731 million and $59 million in foreign inflows.

Sentiment has improved slightly in December, with Taiwan and South Korea drawing $2.58 billion and $1.84 billion in foreign inflows by Wednesday's close.
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Heavy hyperscale spending on AI infrastructure through 2026 and 2027 is likely to keep chip supply tight, supporting earnings for Asian semiconductor firms and underpinning valuations even if an AI bubble eventually forms, Goldman Sachs said.

The MSCI Asia-Pacific Index has risen 23.13% so far this year and is on track for its strongest annual performance in eight years.

"Asia equities delivered a resilient performance in 2025, supported by policy measures, robust domestic demand and AI-driven innovation across key markets," said Mike Shiao, chief investment officer for Asia ex-Japan at Invesco.

"Looking ahead, we expect the US dollar to remain on a weakening trajectory, a trend that has historically benefited Asia equities."
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        Trade conflicts destroy the planet
        Tariff wars are often justified as necessary to protect or reshore manufacturing jobs and to improve national security. But, according to new research, these conflicts produce another outcome that is largely overlooked: pollution. When global supply chains are forced into inefficient detours, carbon dioxide emissions rise.

      

      
        Navigating the new realities of global travel
        In our increasingly turbulent world, travelling for many no longer unfolds as a straightforward endeavour.

      

      
        Syria's tragic saga a long way from being over
        Just one year ago Syria's brutal and seemingly eternal Assad family dictatorship was toppled.

      

      
        Rethinking local flood management
        As global temperatures rise, extreme rainfall and severe flooding are happening around the world. The science is clear; with every 1 degree Celsius increase, the atmosphere will hold 7% more water vapour. This may explain why storms are more intense as the world warms.

      

      
        Reporting matters in war
        As border clashes between Thailand and Cambodia intensify, social media is flooded with xenophobic slurs and calls for annihilation. Unfortunately, much of the Thai media echoes the sentiment, failing the public when responsible reporting is most needed.

      

      
        Mass transit preferred
        The fierce resistance against the idea of turning the Kasetsart tunnel--Ngamwongwan Road--Phong Phet Bridge into part of a double deck expressway should remind the Ministry of Transport to embrace public participation early when it comes to such projects rather than obsessing over the top-down decision-making process.

      

      
        When the news is wrong about my homeland
        The people of Venezuela conjure contradictory images, particularly for those living in the Global North. We're starved and oppressed masses under a totalitarian thumb, but also arrogant and pigheaded &eacute;migr&eacute;s living in golden exile from Miami to Madrid. More recently, we are hordes of criminals, the scum of the Earth, flooding into the United States. Where's the truth? Where's the...

      

      
        Is a return to gold standard possible?
        We are now in the middle of the holiday season. Therefore, I will refrain from writing about heavy and depressing issues like the Thai economy and the outlook for 2026 and beyond. In this moment of joy, I will write about the possibility of returning to the gold standard, which some supporters say can be seen in central banks aggressively buying gold bullion to replace the dubious US dollar....

      

      
        Taking the National Universal Health Coverage experience global
        As Thailand convenes its National Universal Health Coverage (UHC) Conference 2025, the stakes could hardly be higher. The world is navigating a period of profound transition in financing of health and development. Traditional sources of global support are shifting, while new pressures -- from climate change to ageing populations -- are reshaping national health priorities. In this dynamic...

      

      
        America will pay for pushing India away
        At a time when US policy towards India has become distinctly punitive, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi's warm reception for Russian President Vladimir Putin in New Delhi last week could not have been more pointed. Mr Modi's message was clear: India is a sovereign power that will not be dragooned into choosing sides in a widening rift between "the West and the rest".
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																Tariff wars are often justified as necessary to protect or reshore manufacturing jobs and to improve national security. But, according to new research, these conflicts produce another outcome that is largely overlooked: pollution. When global supply chains are forced into inefficient detours, carbon dioxide emissions rise.
In a recent study of the US-China trade conflict's environmental effects, my co-authors and I found that tariffs have directly increased global CO2 emissions. Based on our calculations, if both sides were to impose a 60% tariff on imports from the other -- a level consistent with the recent escalations in April -- this would lead to a one-time increase in global emissions of nearly 410 million tonnes, roughly the same amount produced by 165 million gas-powered cars (with 1.6L engines) each travelling 10,000 kilometres.

This may seem counterintuitive. Given that China is the world's largest emitter and has a high carbon intensity (CO2 emissions per unit of GDP), some assume that shifting production out of the country would reduce global emissions. But in many manufacturing sectors, China's carbon intensity is significantly lower than that of numerous developing economies, and in certain industries it is even lower than that of some advanced economies. The Chinese economy's high overall carbon intensity simply reflects its heavy reliance on manufacturing -- a classic example of Simpson's paradox.

In effect, China bears a disproportionate share of the world's emission-intensive production. According to the UNCTAD-EORA Global Value Chain database, in 2017 (before the trade war between the United States and China began), 33.9% of the carbon embodied in US imports originated in China. These emissions did not vanish once tariffs disrupted bilateral trade; they have either been re-imported by the US through costlier domestic production or diverted to third countries.

If trade tensions reshape industrial structures in China and the US, the shift of production toward more energy-intensive activities will raise the weighted-average carbon intensity of both economies, even without a change in sector-specific intensities. Our research shows that the emissions increase caused by structural shifts vastly exceeds the emissions decline associated with slower economic growth.

But the impact is more pronounced in third countries. The US merchandise-trade deficit has hovered above 4% of GDP for the past decade, implying that the country's trade war with China has resulted in nearshoring and friendshoring, rather than reshoring.

We find that each percentage-point increase in US-China bilateral tariffs causes a 0.1-0.34% rise in carbon flows embodied in trade between third countries. Simulation results confirm that reduced US imports from China are largely replaced by imports from Southeast Asian or Latin American economies, where many industries have higher carbon intensities than in China. The US essentially swaps one supplier for another -- only to increase the world's total CO2 emissions.

This is not to say that Southeast Asia or Latin America should not attract investment or pursue growth. Under normal circumstances, an economy's carbon intensity follows the environmental Kuznets curve, rising in the early stages of development and then declining in the later stages, as cleaner technologies diffuse. In a world without trade wars, countries move along this curve from left to right, with rising emissions in developing economies offset by falling emissions in more advanced economies.

But trade conflicts disrupt this balance. High tariffs undermine economic performance in the US and China, pushing them left along the Kuznets curve, toward the phase where emissions rise rather than fall. At the same time, supply-chain diversion leads developing economies to increase their production and advance, as expected, along the curve's ascending segment. The result is that emissions increase in economies on both sides of the curve. Taking the environmental Kuznets curve dynamics into consideration, the US-China trade war's impact significantly exceeds our baseline estimate of a one-off increase of 410 million tonne in global CO2 emissions.

The current US-China trade relationship is thus a "high-emissions" one that externalises pollution and erodes the world's capacity to fight climate change. This is why we advocate a "green" trade relationship, with trade policy and climate goals explicitly aligned -- for example, by lowering barriers to low-carbon technologies and recognising that tariff reduction can be a form of climate cooperation when it facilitates cleaner trade flows and discourages carbon-intensive production. In an age when climate risks are rapidly materialising, the same principle should be applied to all bilateral and multilateral trade relationships.

A more confrontational global trade environment risks locking the world into a vicious cycle of tariff escalation, supply-chain degradation, and rising emissions. If major powers continue down this path, ignoring the fact that trade wars damage the planetary systems on which every economy depends, all of us stand to lose. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Qiyuan Xu, a senior fellow at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, is the author of many books, including 'Reshaping the Global Industrial Chain: China's Choices'.
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																In our increasingly turbulent world, travelling for many no longer unfolds as a straightforward endeavour.
From geopolitical conflicts leading to flight suspensions to certain countries, to carriers ceasing operations prompting travellers to rebook flights, to natural disasters upending meticulously planned itineraries -- there are now more unexpected disruptions than before, influencing travel planning, behaviours and experiences.

According to the inaugural Asia Pacific (Apac) Allianz Partners Travel Index survey, while over 80% of respondents still plan to travel, anxieties loom large and are multifaceted.

Our research found that 42% of respondents are concerned about flight cancellations or delays, 40% about extreme weather events and 23% about geopolitical instability. Other areas of concern include personal safety (48%), risks of scams or theft (40%), and health risks (40%).

With these growing concerns around unforeseen circumstances, it has become more important than ever for travel providers to support travellers along the way so they can have more seamless experiences.

Rise of Personalised Travel

One way to address traveller concerns and provide peace of mind is through adaptive solutions. This is where technology, particularly artificial intelligence (AI), is stepping in.

Within the insurance sector, AI is poised to redefine how travellers avoid and respond to unforeseen circumstances. Imagine the possibility of travel recommendations based on real-time safety data, weather reliability or even local healthcare access.

These could be aimed at de-risking a trip even before it starts. Those AI-led insights benefit both the traveller through enhancing peace of mind, and insurers by reducing claims and building trust.

Alongside safety, the demand for personalised and intuitive travel experiences is accelerating, driven by the digital ecosystems people already live in.

While word of mouth remains influential, with 55% of Apac travellers surveyed still relying on recommendations from family and friends, we are also seeing more and more people drawing inspiration from social media for their trips (48%).

AI tools are also acting like virtual agents or personal assistants by providing instantaneous, personalised answers to questions that would have taken hours of research in the past, such as curating personalised itineraries. This is revolutionising the way people plan and travel.

Furthermore, once a trip is in motion, technology continues to play a pivotal role. For example, navigation stands out as the most valued travel app feature for 52% of Apac travellers, while only 11% of them say they would not use any travel apps at all.

These days, travellers can also use a single app or tool that helps to provide advice, organise itineraries, and consolidate flights, hotels and activity bookings in one place, making it easy to access plans on the go.

One such example is our allyz app, a one-stop shop with pre-travel advice and inspiration, a simple place to store all travel documents and information on local services and more whilst travelling.

It provides travellers with trusted advice and expertise as well as access to our full suite of insurance benefits. These tools cater not only to convenience but also to the emotional need for confidence and control while travelling.

Tailoring Experiences

Travel providers must also understand how travel behaviours and preferences are changing and provide offerings to address their needs.

For example, travel is generally viewed as a discretionary expense, and with rising inflation and economic pressures, Apac respondents are being more cautious with travel spending.

In Singapore, while 88% of respondents express a desire to travel, many are opting for destinations closer to home to minimise travel costs. Rather than spending a significant portion of their budget on flights, they are allocating more towards experiences at their destination.

As a result, although travel to countries like Japan and Korea remains popular, there is an increasing preference for more affordable, nearby destinations such as Malaysia and Indonesia.

We are also seeing the relationship between wellness and travel evolving, with travellers prioritising holistic wellbeing as an important component of the travel experience. According to the survey, 65% of Apac respondents are prioritising rest and relaxation in their travels. We expect this relationship to increasingly intertwine as more people travel to wellness-focused destinations to relax, decompress and recharge from the stressors of daily life.

As consumer preferences change, travel providers will also need to adapt their offerings to meet traveller needs. For example, hotels can offer packages that are tailored for wellness and self-care seekers, while airlines can provide deals to destinations closer to home.

What This Means for Providers

What's key for the travel ecosystem is having a pulse on how people are planning for trips, their areas of concern, and ultimately how they're travelling. These insights offer valuable guidance for airlines, hotels, and travel service providers on changing traveller behaviours and expectations to stay ahead in a dynamic market. Understanding these changes and being able to act on them quickly will be key to remaining competitive.

By embedding data-driven insights into operations, travel providers can anticipate traveller needs, craft personalised experiences, and foster enduring loyalty. As the world's largest travel insurer assisting millions of travellers across multiple countries, we have unique insights into travellers, and our partners see Allianz Partners as a gateway to address some of the concerns and anxieties they are facing. The future of travel hinges on delivering solutions and experiences that not only meet but exceed evolving expectations, transforming challenges into opportunities for enhanced customer satisfaction.

A More Human AI-Powered Journey

Travel today is more than movement from one location to another. It is a balancing act between spontaneity and safety, convenience and control. As new technologies become more embedded in the travel experience, they must enhance and not replace the human element.

In this era of unpredictable journeys, innovation must be ongoing and understanding behavioural cues is critical in designing better, more responsive travel solutions. When paired with AI-driven personalisation, these insights can pave the way to redefining travel's future offerings.

For the travel ecosystem, it is not just about meeting the rising expectations but about offering travellers what they value most. And this is peace of mind, from planning their trip at home, to enjoying their aisle seat to the arrival gate and everywhere else in between.

Anna Kofoed is Chief Officer, Travel and Board Member for Allianz Partners. She has extensive and valuable experience in the travel industry and joined Allianz Partners from Amadeus, a leading global travel technology company and distribution platform providing B2B and B2B2C travel services.
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									Syria's tragic saga a long way from being over								

															

																Just one year ago Syria's brutal and seemingly eternal Assad family dictatorship was toppled.
The long-entrenched Russian-backed regime fell in a matter of ten days to a series of lightning offensives by the Islamic Hayat Tahrir al-Sham movement based in and backed by Turkey. The tyrant was toppled in Damascus, the Assads fled to Moscow, and suffering Syria fell into the shadow of a forgotten conflict.

Nearly 15 years of brutal civil war and agonising humanitarian conflict became synonymous with Syria. The chaos kept Syria in the headlines; now that the fighting has ended and a new regime has come to power in Damascus, the country is largely being overlooked as part of the global conflict fatigue.

That's a mistake, as the tragedy of 14 years of sectarian civil war and nearly a half-century of Mr Assad's socialist, albeit secular, regime had turned the country of 24 million people into a humanitarian disaster now waiting to be rebuilt and socially reborn.

Here's what they still confront despite the guns having mostly fallen silent. More than half the population, or 16.5 million people, are in need of assistance according to the UN's OCHA humanitarian agency. Top donors to the relief efforts are the European Commission with US$151 million (4.8 billion baht), the US with $116 million and Germany with $70 million.

As much as the physical and human destruction in Gaza has captured the headlines and the sympathy of this generation, just over a decade ago, ancient and storied Syrian cities such as Aleppo, Homs and Hama were being pounded into piles of jagged concrete rubble by incessant bombing, fighting between various rebel and usually Islamic factions and Bashir Assad's Russian and Iranian backed militias. Mr Assad's forces used chemical weapons on their own people and blasted them with artillery barrages and crude "barrel bombs" dropped from helicopters.

According to the UN, at least 580,000 people were killed in the civil war. Civilian losses were appalling and usually far from the media's sight. Humanitarian waves of refugees fled the country and then spread throughout Europe.

In 2015 alone, Germany accepted almost one million Syrians, most of whom are still in the country. Even since the political changes in their homeland, a mere 1,300 Syrians, or 0.1% have returned.

At the end of November, there were still at least four million Syrian refugees, the largest number being in Turkey, Lebanon and Germany.

Lisa Doughten of the UN Humanitarian Affairs told the Security Council, "Despite the enormous needs, this remains a hopeful time for millions of Syrians, as reflected in the growing number of people choosing to return to their homes."

"More than 1.2 million refugees have now returned from neighbouring countries since last December. More than 1.9 million people who were displaced internally have also returned," she stressed.

This is encouraging news, but it increases the strain and responsibility to deliver humanitarian assistance inside Syria. Ms Doughten added, "The people of Syria do not want to rely on emergency aid."

During the civil war, a witches' brew of militias often ran amok: Islamic jihadis, Iranian Guards, Kurdish self-protection units. These don't include the Islamic terrorist groups such as Al Nusra and IS, nor the foreign fighters from Western Europe who joined their ranks in solidarity. The fall of the Assad regime created a major setback for both the Islamic Republic of Iran and Russia, both of whom had deep geopolitical stakes in Syria.

Not surprisingly, deadly violence continues along sectarian lines. The Assads belonged to the minority Alawite sect of Islam; the country's majority, as in most Arab lands, are Sunni Islam. This is one fault line, and since the fall of the Assads, there have been attacks in Latakia and the coastal regions. Equally, the Druze minority in the south has fallen prey. Clashes have flared between the new government's security forces and those loyal to Mr Assad.

Syria's embattled Christians, an ancient religious community once comprising at least 10% of the population in places like Aleppo, have widely fled, leaving a drastically reduced presence of only 2%.

Syria's interim President Ahmed al-Sharaa, a former Al-Qaida militant, leads a fragile political transition presumably towards a more tolerant society. In the meantime, Washington has lifted previous economic sanctions in a cautious outreach to the new regime.

Already, Syria is becoming one of those "forgotten conflicts". Let it not be forsaken.

John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism: The Diplomacy of Separated Nations: Germany, Korea, China'.
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																As global temperatures rise, extreme rainfall and severe flooding are happening around the world. The science is clear; with every 1 degree Celsius increase, the atmosphere will hold 7% more water vapour. This may explain why storms are more intense as the world warms.
Such a natural process also shows itself in Thailand. In the Hat Yai district of Songkhla, it was reported that daily rain precipitation on Nov 22 was 300 millimetres, exceeding the typical threshold of 100mm.

What should our government do about this? Are the same old flood prediction, water management, and disaster response playbooks still relevant?

Instead of employing a band-aid solution, the government needs to implement measures to ensure prevention, preparedness, mitigation and resilience, making sure that local officials and communities are on the same page.

Yet, the most important thing we need is for the government to ensure the participation of local officials and communities in flood management.

There are good models for the Thai government to follow, with the Netherlands serving as one of them. As the Netherlands is located in a low-lying terrain, the Dutch government has been proactive in tackling water problems.

After being hit by a serious flood in 1953, the Dutch government has been investing in infrastructure in coastal areas to brace against the seawater.

But the Dutch government has not only focused on building infrastructure. It has paid much attention to developing flood management based on river basins, allowing local governments to collaborate with the central government to get rid of "silo culture" and political boundaries.

Japan, a country regularly struck by typhoons, built sophisticated early warning systems supported by strong municipal governments and communities. Apart from its advanced warning system, local government and communities there are trained to react properly when they hear the alert.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh demonstrated that even without great wealth, communities can dramatically reduce mortality through early warnings and decentralised local action.

These cases show that effective disaster governance depends on institutional clarity, scientific literacy and long-term commitment.

Thailand can learn from these models. To do so, the government needs to change its mindset, first and foremost.

Water and disaster management authorities are concentrated in ministries in Bangkok, while local officials carry out frontline responsibilities with limited control over land use, basin-level planning and major infrastructures.

Such a central way of administration has failed us so many times. Flood cannot be controlled by the administrative border. Water just flows to low terrain.

Indeed, river water in Thailand flows within the basin area. Floodwater that naturally flows in the Ping, Wang, Yom and Nan rivers merges into the Chao Phraya basin before spreading across the Central Plains.

Floods in the South, meanwhile, are shaped by catchments that cross provincial boundaries, like the Songkhla Lake Basin.

Therefore, the government must focus more on managing water at the basin level. Indeed, the government has introduced river basin committees. However, these committees still take the back seat.

International evidence consistently shows that floods must be managed at the river basin level -- something not reflected in Thailand's administrative divisions.

Know that future floods will be more intense, and the infrastructure built for past disasters may no longer offer protection in the future.

National agencies must develop climate-adjusted design standards, preserve upstream retention areas and protect wetlands that moderate peak flows. These responsibilities require central leadership because they involve long-term, cross-regional planning.

Yet, prevention and preparedness also depend on actions and decisions at the community level. Local governments, despite constraints, are best positioned to maintain drains, enforce building rules, clear canals and preserve neighbourhood wetlands. International studies show that these small-scale interventions are among the most cost-effective tools for reducing flood risks.

One thing that has been missing from the government's disaster management is "mitigation" itself. Flood mitigation can reduce or eliminate the long-term risk of flood damage. Flood management in Thailand is more about band-aid solutions and rescue operations; there's little about empowering local administration to reduce risk and become more resilient.

Strengthening local administrative and fiscal autonomy would reduce these inefficiencies. With predictable budgets and more explicit mandates, local governments can prepare a disaster and evacuation plan in advance or even recruit and train permanent emergency staff. They can mitigate the risk by improving infrastructure, such as raising walkways and preserving community wetlands, to mitigate floods.

Decentralising disaster management is a trend in the Asia region. For example, Japan's municipal system, adapted by the Philippines' Barangay Disaster Committees, shows that decentralised financing and decision-making improve both speed and accuracy of mitigation measures.

Thailand's flood and disaster management plan must also focus on building resilience among vulnerable communities. Resilience in terms of flood and disaster prevention means physical reconstruction that can reduce long-term vulnerability.

Local officials guide communities on rebuilding structures with better materials, elevating homes, revising land use regulations and improving social support networks. The national government, meanwhile, provides the financial tools, insurance mechanisms and legal frameworks. Together, they help communities avoid slipping back into the oblivion phase.

In the digital era, artificial intelligence can help strengthen every stage of flood and disaster management. AI models can integrate rainfall forecasts, satellite imagery, soil moisture and elevation data to generate real-time risk maps.

Recent floods in Hat Yai show us that AI can identify households that are at risk. After floods, drones and remote sensing accelerate damage assessment.

Technology cannot replace human institutions, but it can make cooperation between central and local authorities more timely and precise. It is clear that countries that invest early -- and empower locals -- recover faster and suffer less.

Thailand must walk in that direction. The cost of strengthening basin-level governance, updating climate-adjusted infrastructure and building digital forecasting systems is modest when compared with the escalating damages of each major flood.

Local governments are not merely implementers; they are Thailand's frontline institutions, closest to the people and best positioned to respond when every hour matters.
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									Reporting matters in war								

															

																As border clashes between Thailand and Cambodia intensify, social media is flooded with xenophobic slurs and calls for annihilation. Unfortunately, much of the Thai media echoes the sentiment, failing the public when responsible reporting is most needed.
When balanced and fact-checked reporting is essential to halt escalation, many media outlets likened the fighting to a video game, vilifying the "enemy" and celebrating each strike as if chasing a high score. This is not journalism. It is incitement. It is unprofessional and dangerous.

In a fierce competition for ratings, one major TV channel recently aired reports against a backdrop of flames and collapsing buildings with the message "Our sovereignty will not be subjugated by anyone", followed by "Destroy them completely".

Urging the military to "destroy" a country crosses a clear ethical line. Sadly, it is not an isolated case.

The media code of conduct is clear. It requires factual, balanced reporting, careful verification and clear separation of fact from opinion. It forbids stereotyping, distortion and any content that fuels hatred or violence.

In times of tension, it obliges the media to ease, not inflame, social division. Also crucial are in-depth analyses to help the public see the context and understand the roots of the problem, paving the way for peace.

Incitement breaks more than professional ethics. It violates the basic principle of "Right Speech", a teaching central to Buddhism and peace.

Right Speech cautions against lies, harsh words, divisive and hostile language. It is jarring to see a predominantly Buddhist society abandon its own moral compass the moment ultranationalism is whipped up.

The problem runs deep. The education systems in both Thailand and Cambodia have fed young minds ultranationalist myths. They glorify past wars and brainwash the populace that the "other side" is an eternal enemy. When conflict erupts, hatred kicks in automatically. Questioning it feels unpatriotic. Peace appears naive.

War helps sidetrack major administration problems. In Thailand, the government is facing plunging popularity. Nothing rallies a wounded administration better than a crisis where they can wrap themselves in the flag and demand unity.

In Cambodia, the ruling dynasty is under international fire for turning the country into a global hub for scam syndicates and failing to solve unemployment and an ailing economy. What better distraction than a familiar enemy? Peace becomes collateral damage.

The media should not be complicit. Its job is to interrogate, not amplify. Instead of airing military briefings unchallenged, newsrooms should be asking basic questions and conducting journalistic investigations: Who started the shelling? What diplomatic channels are open? What are the humanitarian risks? Who gains politically from escalation? These are questions a functioning press must raise.

When mainstream media begins to mirror xenophobic slurs and calls for violence on social media, it legitimises extremism as patriotism.

Thailand does not lack media guidelines. What it lacks is the will to follow them. In moments of crisis, the duty of the press is to provide clarity, restraint and verified information. This is how trust is built. This is how violence is prevented.

Peace begins with words. Those who shape them must take that responsibility seriously.
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																The fierce resistance against the idea of turning the Kasetsart tunnel-Ngamwongwan Road-Phong Phet Bridge into part of a double deck expressway should remind the Ministry of Transport to embrace public participation early when it comes to such projects rather than obsessing over the top-down decision-making process.
Newly installed Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn is dealing with a hot potato from the Land Traffic Management Committee's (LTMC) idea of converting the much-used public tunnel into a double deck expressway to be operated by a private concessionaire.

For almost two decades, the LTMC has been trying to develop expressway projects in Kasetsart without much success.

Regarding its latest effort, it was reported on Dec 1 the LTMC has held talks with a private concessionaire about developing such an expressway. To do so, the ministry would let the Bangkok Expressway and Metro Public Co Ltd (BEM) merge a public tunnel with the planned double deck expressway. The LTMC also proposed the idea of collecting a 30-baht fee to use the underground section. In exchange, the private concessionaire would cap inner-city tolls at 50 baht, down from 90 baht.

Despite the idea sounding good on paper, it begs many questions.

The Expressway Authority of Thailand Labour Union has submitted a petition to the Senate asking it to launch a probe. The union accused the LTMC of trying to extend the private concession for another 22 years and five months, without opening a new bidding process. Such an agreement might violate the Public-Private Partnership Act.

Above all, the union has questioned the necessity of the project, citing insufficient consultation with affected communities.

And it's not only the union raising objections. Structural engineering expert Suchatvee Suwansawat, leader of the newly established Thaikaomai Party (New Step Thailand), has warned about potential public safety issues as the current tunnel is not designed to serve as an underground expressway.

Samart Ratchapolsitte, a former deputy governor of Bangkok for public works and traffic and transport, and consumer activist Saree Ongsomwang have also urged the government to consider other options such as building a bigger mass transit system instead.

The question is whether the LTMC is taking these remarks into consideration. Or will the agency just go ahead and push the project forward, no matter what?

It is good news to hear Mr Phiphat requires answers to such questions.

First, Mr Phiphat and the LTMC need to clear the air about the status of this project. At first, the LTMC was in talks with a private concessionaire and was "giving the green light" to the idea.

However, in the wake of such heavy criticism, the agency and Transport Ministry abruptly changed tone, describing it as only being at the stage of a "feasibility study".

A proposal to build a monorail (the Brown Line) has been mooted for that area. It would provide seamless connectivity with existing electric train lines, cutting congestion and pollution.

Bangkok is too small to expand roads and expressways. Yet it has more room to expand mass transit systems. The government just needs to embrace the reality and move into the future.
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								A Journalist Reflects on the Shifting Narratives About His Home Country
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																The people of Venezuela conjure contradictory images, particularly for those living in the Global North. We're starved and oppressed masses under a totalitarian thumb, but also arrogant and pigheaded emigres living in golden exile from Miami to Madrid. More recently, we are hordes of criminals, the scum of the Earth, flooding into the United States. Where's the truth? Where's the lie?
As a Venezuelan journalist, I can't help but think on the role of the media in making or undoing these narratives.

One of the first things I learned as a reporter is the inverted pyramid: organising a story with the most important facts on top, and descending down to the least relevant to what you're trying to convey. While journalists can't report every little detail, what remains and what is left out of a story is quite subjective. More often than not, journalists frame real-life actions, people, and events to form a concise, coherent story with defined protagonists and antagonists and plot beats that are easy to understand, digest, consume, and sell.

Yet I can't stop being bewildered about how people in the media from all over the world can see the same facts and make completely different, contradictory conclusions.

Over two decades, I've met colleagues of every stripe and from many nations holding every imaginable opinion and hypothesis about Venezuela's past, present, and future.

Explaining my own country to me over and over. Talking about my country in terms closer to an abstract, rhetorical idea than a real place, filled with actual individuals and complex situations. For the most part, I politely nod and try to find some common ground, but I ultimately feel very tired and hurt about how the realities of the land where I spent my first 28 years are perceived around the globe.

Not that long ago, mainstream news outlets -- particularly those on the right, such as Fox News in the United States -- portrayed Venezuelans as victims of the authoritarian regime started by Hugo Chavez in 1999 and made much worse since 2013 under the leadership of Nicolas Maduro.

The influx of millions of Venezuelan migrants in the last decade into Colombia, Peru, Chile, Mexico, the United States, and Spain, among other places, changed that narrative. Journalism has taught me that if something newsworthy happens in another place, readers wonder first how it will directly affect them. Now, instead of generating sympathy, Venezuelans have become a useful villain for the Trump administration and other anti-migrant governments.

Liberal media has its own agenda. Everyone follows an editorial line, after all. As tensions grow between Washington and Caracas, there has been a noticeable trend of armchair experts -- some with just a strenuous connection to Venezuela -- talking about the situation in the simplest of terms: Mr Maduro is bad, or maybe not that bad, but Mr Trump is surely much worse, they insist. These experts at best dismiss the Venezuelans who don't quite align to these views as single-minded and traumatised.

When I write about Venezuela, I want to say all of this and more, but there's no inverted pyramid wide enough to pour out all of what's in my heart and in my mind. I'm also acutely aware that I'm just one Venezuelan out of over 30 million. Even if I am a journalist, how can I possibly claim to speak for an entire country, and a diaspora of circa 8 million and growing? Doubts are constant: Is this a fact or an opinion? What if everything I think I know is wrong? Can you reconcile seemingly contradictory perspectives about the very same situation? Am I part of the solution or the problem?

When I'm tired of carrying all this, I get a bit envious of my younger self, who was convinced that, through writing, I could contribute to building a better, more democratic Venezuela and in a more general sense, a better world. Growing up in Maracay, a mid-sized provincial capital west of Caracas, news was my window outside my hometown. My family would buy the local newspaper every day and a national newspaper on Sundays. Journalism is essentially history in the making, and it's written simply enough that even as a kid I could follow along.

Now that I'm older and wiser, I am wary of reporting that reduces a story to something too easy to digest: A tale with a hero and a villain, and a beginning and a resolution. Yet I still try to buy a news publication every time I travel to a new country. It's not only a souvenir that provides a snapshot of a specific time and place, but also a way to keep alive this profession, despite the headaches and heartbreaks.

A friend once described journalism as a vocation akin to priesthood. It's a job that is often precarious and ungrateful, but deep down, for many of us, it's also a labour of love, born out of duty and a sense of responsibility and feeling we're helping to shape the world, bit by bit.

When I think about journalists trying to cover Venezuela, an old parable comes to mind: A group of blind people run across an elephant, each touching a different part of the animal. One grabs its trunk and thinks it's a snake, another one feels its legs and describes them as tree trunks, and so forth.

None of them are lying, and technically they are not wrong, but by virtue of just grasping a small piece of information, they aren't right, either.

Yet, it's not an entirely futile endeavour. As little or unimportant as a single news story appears to be, I have come to understand that it's a piece of the puzzle that helps us to know our present, understand our past, and build towards our future.

I've been surprised to find pieces I wrote many years ago cited in articles on Wikipedia or linked out to from a current piece of news. My story is out there, a small part of a never-ending thread that makes up the fabric of our reality. Zocalo Public Square.

Jose Gonzalez Vargas is a Madrid-based journalist and college professor from Venezuela. A contributing editor for Zocalo Public Square, he has written for 'El Pais', NPR's 'Latino USA,' Public Radio International, and 'Americas Quarterly'. This was written for Zocalo Public Square.
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																We are now in the middle of the holiday season. Therefore, I will refrain from writing about heavy and depressing issues like the Thai economy and the outlook for 2026 and beyond. In this moment of joy, I will write about the possibility of returning to the gold standard, which some supporters say can be seen in central banks aggressively buying gold bullion to replace the dubious US dollar. The last article of the year will be about the Sovereign Wealth Fund (SWF).
The SWF might not be a household name yet. But readers will hear about it more and more, and it might become an economic flagship policy to miraculously pull Thailand out of its economic slump.

Today's article is the second part of the "gold" series. The first part was about the demand-supply factors, which, in theory, are key determinants of the gold price. I basically concluded that the current gold price is determined not only by the real demand and supply of gold but also by the speculative demand for gold. Since the speculative demand is erratic, gold price movements have also become erratic.

The price of gold peaked at US$4,398 (139,900 baht) an ounce on Oct 20, before it plummeted to less than $4,000 a couple of weeks later. It seems like no one can precisely forecast the direction of the price. However, many analysts optimistically foresee it breaking $5,000 in 2026 due to strong demand for gold bullion from central banks. Indeed, central banks around the world have been aggressively buying gold. October's gold purchase was 53 tonnes, a 36% month-on-month growth. The strong gold purchase data seem to reinforce the upward movements of the price.

This article will answer two important questions. The first is the likelihood of abandoning the paper standard and going back to the gold standard. The second one is the possibility of doing so. If the answers are "yes" to both questions, my recommendation is to rush out and buy gold. A price of $5,000 an ounce will be cheap if central banks decide to switch the monetary regime. I would sell my assets and do just that. But if the answers are "no" to both questions, I would hold less gold and buy more US dollars. Do readers want to guess the answers before finishing this article?

Before I answer the questions, let me explain briefly the essence of the gold standard vs the paper standard. Under the former, fiat money can be exchanged for physical gold. This situation is called "convertibility". From 1900 to 1933, one could exchange $35 for one ounce of gold coins. Therefore, every time the FED wanted to print more paper money, it had to be sure it had enough gold reserves to accommodate such convertibility. This rule prohibited the FED from being active during the Great Depression in 1929.

The limitation of the effectiveness of monetary policy and the rising demand for paper money to support both growing economies and war expenses caused former US president Richard Nixon to end "gold convertibility" in 1971. The whole world abandoned the gold standard for the paper standard, where money could be printed freely without requiring gold as a backup.

Surely, somebody must have a question here. The question is whether paper money is practically worthless as a piece of paper because it is no longer backed by gold? Wrong. Paper money is backed by its respective economies. For instance, one can use paper dollars to buy Nvidia shares or buy the Empire State Building. In other words, a piece of America is yours to purchase with paper US dollars. With the same reasoning, one can use paper yen to buy the Mitsubishi Corporation or Tokyo Sky Tree. Paper money is as valuable as the economy it represents.

If one agrees that Nvidia shares, the Empire State Building, the Mitsubishi Corporation, and Tokyo Sky Tree are as valuable as gold bullion, then central banks would have no fear of holding US government or Japanese government bonds as their foreign reserves. The switchover to holding more gold indicates the allocation of assets for better risk management. The buying of more gold by central banks started in 2022 after the Russia-Ukraine war broke out. Gold buying peaked in 2023 and started to slow down.

A good example of asset reallocation is Thailand. The Bank of Thailand bought 70.2 tonnes of gold in Q2/2021 at $1,800 an ounce and has not purchased a single ounce more since. The purchase was made a full year before the Russia-Ukraine war started. The bank sold 9.64 tonnes of gold in Q1/2024 when gold was $2,000 an ounce. That is because Thai foreign reserves began to fall, and it was appropriate to maintain a lower amount of gold. Profit incentive was clearly not the issue, as central banks are in the business of managing risk, not price speculation.

The answer to the first question is undoubtedly "no". Central banks are not going for the "gold" standard. They are simply diversifying reserve assets towards more gold to avoid increasing currency price fluctuations. Even if they want to move back to the "gold" standard, it would not be possible because there is not enough gold in the world to back up paper money.

As of now, there is $8.2 trillion in printed money (M0) and $123 trillion of broad money (M2), but there is only $4.4 trillion of gold in central bank vaults. To move back to the gold standard with convertibility -- at a minimum -- all central banks have to double their gold holdings. If convertibility is extended to cover M2, central banks would have to increase their gold holdings by 30-fold. In that case, a gold price of $10,000 per ounce would be too optimistic.

Therefore, the answer to the second question is also "no" as it is impossible to find enough gold to back up paper money.

The following is the amount of gold purchased by all central banks during the past four years: 310 tonnes in 2022, 350 tonnes in 2023, 270 tonnes in 2024, and 250 tonnes in 2025.

Most central banks might realise that they have enough gold holdings and there is less need to hold more. Of course, certain central banks have specific reasons to hold more gold, such as Poland (being so close to Ukraine), Russia (to beat a trade embargo), and China (its trade dispute with the US).

The current gold market is driven by speculative hype, not based on fact. Have readers ever heard the phrase "buy on rumours, sell on facts"? The gold market is exactly like that.
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																As Thailand convenes its National Universal Health Coverage (UHC) Conference 2025, the stakes could hardly be higher. The world is navigating a period of profound transition in financing of health and development. Traditional sources of global support are shifting, while new pressures -- from climate change to ageing populations -- are reshaping national health priorities. In this dynamic landscape, Thailand's leadership on UHC is both timely and essential, building on the nation's sustained progress toward achieving health for all. The World Health Organization (WHO) is looking to this conference for guidance on how best to advocate for renewed and sustained investment in health across all sectors.
This year's theme, Ensuring SAFE financing for a resilient healthcare system in transition, encapsulates a reality facing every government: without Sustainable, Adequate, Fair and Efficient financing, the promise of health for all cannot hold. SAFE financing is the backbone of safeguarding the hard-won achievements of Thailand's UHC system and ensuring that they endure in an era of unprecedented complexity.

The theme resonates strongly with UHC Day 2025: "Unaffordable health costs? We're sick of it!" It is a candid yet important reminder that, globally, financial hardship caused by healthcare costs continues to rise. Nearly 2 billion people worldwide struggle financially because of health expenses; 1.6 billion are pushed into poverty simply by seeking care. Even in the WHO Southeast Asia Region -- where millions have been protected from health-related impoverishment -- the share of households spending catastrophic amounts on health is increasing. Particularly vulnerable are the poor, rural communities, and multi-generational families.

Thailand's experience and progress present a valuable approach to mitigating this trend. By placing financial protection at the heart of UHC, Thailand has demonstrated that strong domestic public financing, wisely managed through pooling and strategic purchasing, can achieve both equity and efficiency. But the next phase is more challenging. An ageing population, the rising burden of noncommunicable diseases, and the health impacts of climate change are converging. Maintaining Thailand's achievements requires continued political commitment and financing reforms anchored in the SAFE principles.

A second pillar of Thailand's success lies in its primary health care (PHC)-oriented system. Rooted in communities, PHC gives Thailand the flexibility to adapt to changing disease patterns and external shocks. By shifting from a model that treats sickness to one that prioritises prevention, promotion and well-being, Thailand is building a system fit for the future.

Two enabling factors have also been crucial -- and have implications well beyond Thailand's borders. First is a commitment to inclusive, data-driven and accountable governance.

Thailand was instrumental in the adoption of the landmark WHO resolution on social participation at the World Health Assembly in May 2024, a global pledge to put people -- not institutions -- at the centre of health decisions. Second, Thailand is emerging as a regional leader on responsible digital health and AI governance, ensuring these technologies reduce inequality rather than exacerbate it.

These strengths show why Thailand's UHC journey is more than a national success story. It is a blueprint for how global health governance and local political commitment can reinforce one another. At a time when health diplomacy is undergoing seismic shifts, Thailand's voice carries weight -- particularly in a region whose demographics, vulnerabilities and size make it central to the world's health trajectory.

As the WHO renews its call for collective action on UHC, it looks to Thailand as a crucial partner. The challenge ahead is to mobilise all stakeholders -- government, civil society, the private sector and international partners -- to protect and expand Sustainable, Adequate, Fair and Efficient financing.

Doing so will not only secure Thailand's next chapter of UHC success but also guide the world toward a more equitable and resilient future.

Dr Catharina Boehme is Officer-in-Charge, WHO Southeast Asia Region.
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									America will pay for pushing India away								

															

																At a time when US policy towards India has become distinctly punitive, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi's warm reception for Russian President Vladimir Putin in New Delhi last week could not have been more pointed. Mr Modi's message was clear: India is a sovereign power that will not be dragooned into choosing sides in a widening rift between "the West and the rest".
No major power is more vital to America's long-term strategic interests than India. It is, after all, the only country with the population size, geographical position, and military might (including nuclear weapons) necessary to challenge China's efforts to dominate Asia and ultimately supplant the United States as a global hegemon.

Ever since George W Bush's presidency, senior US officials have recognised the partnership with India as crucial to maintaining a stable balance of power in the Indo-Pacific. This has never been mere rhetoric: over the last decade, US-India security ties have deepened rapidly, particularly in terms of military interoperability, intelligence cooperation, and technology exchanges.

Part of this progress occurred during US President Donald Trump's first administration. As he ramped up pressure on China and cut security aid to Pakistan, Mr Trump expanded cooperation with India, which stood at the centre of his administration's Indo-Pacific strategy. The result is evident today: India now conducts more military exercises with the US than with any other country, and the US has emerged as India's largest trading partner.

But even as this process unfolded, the US gave India plenty of reason to be wary. Its chaotic withdrawal from Afghanistan -- which took place under Joe Biden but resulted from a deal cut earlier by Mr Trump -- raised serious doubts about the judgement and reliability of America's leaders, as it effectively handed that country back to Taliban terrorists. Concerns heightened in 2022, when the Biden administration helped Pakistan secure an International Monetary Fund bailout and then approved a US$450 million (14.3 billion baht) deal to modernise the country's US-supplied F-16 fleet, reviving in India bitter memories of America's arming of Pakistan during the Cold War.

Although the US often disregarded India's own interests, it nonetheless expected total loyalty when it came to enforcing sanctions on Russia over its full-scale invasion of Ukraine. But India -- like other US allies such as Israel and Turkey -- refused to comply, instead increasing purchases of discounted Russian oil.

New Delhi has seen this dynamic unfold before. When Mr Trump reimposed harsh sanctions on Iran in 2019, India was deprived of one of its cheapest and most reliable energy sources, while China seized the opportunity to import Iranian crude at steep discounts and expand its security footprint there.

A similar pattern emerged after Russia's invasion of Ukraine. By isolating Russia from Western markets, sanctions effectively turned China into Russia's economic lifeline, giving it leverage to strengthen its overland energy-supply routes from Russia. While this trend undoubtedly undermines India's strategic interests, at least this time, India also took advantage of discounts on Russian oil.

The Trump administration, however, was not having it. It imposed an extra 25% tariff on US imports from India -- raising total duties to 50% -- and threatened secondary sanctions, claiming that India was undermining US efforts to counter "Russia's harmful activities". Yet Mr Trump spared other major importers of Russian energy and even granted a sanctions exemption to Hungary, whose prime minister, Viktor Orban, is a close Trump ally. US tariffs on Indian goods now exceed those applied to Chinese exports. This is nothing short of an economic war on India.

The US calls India indispensable, but adopts policies that directly undercut India's economic strength and strategic autonomy. Mr Trump's foreign policy may be particularly erratic but the underlying pattern has spanned multiple administrations. The result is an increasingly embittered and mistrustful India that sees no choice but to hedge its bets by accelerating self-reliance with alternative partners, beginning with Russia.

Mr Putin's visit to New Delhi should serve as a wake-up call for the US. A flexible, interest-driven "soft alliance" with India remains one of America's few credible means of balancing China's aggressive rise. Instead of trying to force India to "fall in line", the US must rebuild the relationship by treating India as an equal partner. This means engaging with India as it is, not as American policymakers want it to be. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Brahma Chellaney is Professor Emeritus of Strategic Studies at the New Delhi-based Centre for Policy Research.
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									Casting open for On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous

									
								

									Casting is now open for two leading roles in an upcoming feature film based on Ocean Vuong's On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous until Dec 21.
									JV8, founded by the famous casting director and filmmaker Jennifer Venditti, recently announced a new search for talent. Their casting portfolio includes HBO's Euphoria and A24's Marty Supreme.

Inspired by Vuong's award-winning debut novel, this film adaptation revolves around Little Dog and his family -- Vietnamese refugees who struggle to settle in America. Little Dog gets a job at a tobacco farm, where he falls in love with Trevor, the grandson of the farm's owner. While exploring queer desire, the film traces the family's history back to Vietnam.

The production is seeking Vietnamese talent aged 18-25 for the role of Little Dog. The character is a 17-year-old Vietnamese-American teenager who is "queer, soft-spoken, sensitive and poetic". The preferred applicant must be able to speak Vietnamese fluently and engage in same-sex sexual situations.

[image: ]


The production is also looking for white male talent aged 18-25 for the role of Trevor, a 17-year-old white American teenager, who is "wild, free-spirited, raw and expressive". He must be comfortable with same-sex sexual situations and drug use.

For both roles, actors and non-actors may apply and they can be based in the US,Canada, the UK or Australia. If cast, they will be paid.

The producers are Peter Spears, Naima Abed, Emilie Georges and Mathilde Dedye. Levan Akin is the director, while Voung is the writer. Shooting is expected to start in August to September 2026 in New York.

Published in 2019 by Penguin Press, Vuong's On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous debuted for six weeks on The New York Times Best Sellers. It has since sold more than a million copies in 40 languages.

Born in Saigon, Vietnam, and raised in Hartford, Connecticut, Vuong grew up in a working-class family of nail salon and factory labour.

Vuong studied at Manchester Community College before transferring to International Marketing at Pace University. After finishing his first term, he moved to Brooklyn College where he graduated with a BA in Nineteenth Century American Literature. He subsequently received his MFA in Poetry from NYU.

Besides writing and taking photos, he is currently teaching poetry for the MFA Program at NYU.
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									A risk-free romcom

									My Secret Santa is a Christmas gift that doesn't surprise
								

									Alexander Breckenridge, the familiar face of so many TV romcoms, returns to Netflix in My Secret Santa, the platform's newest addition to the holiday romance assembly line. It's a movie that leans into the warm, predictable comfort of the genre, even if that comes at the cost of depth or surprises.
									Breckenridge plays Taylor Jacobson, a vivacious single mother who desperately needs a job and ends up disguising herself as a man to land the seasonal Santa role at a luxury ski resort.

Naturally, her plan spirals into chaos when she begins falling for Matthew (Ryan Eggold), the resort manager. It's a setup that has shades of Mrs. Doubtfire -- not in tone, but in that familiar "I'm pretending to be someone else to get by" disguise-driven premise.
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Alexandra Breckenridge and Ryan Eggold in My Secret Santa. 




Just as Mrs Doubtfire used a chaotic ruse to keep a family together, My Secret Santa uses Taylor's deception to launch her into a situation she would never have chosen but now must navigate, all to secure a better life for her daughter.

Breckenridge leans into the charm most viewers already expect from her Netflix roles. She channels some of the same emotional warmth and intuition that made her popular in Virgin River, but here she adds a little more spice -- liveliness, humour and a slightly snarky edge. As Taylor, she has a sweetness that never feels cloying, and she carries herself with a cautious optimism.

I genuinely liked how the story hints at a deeper history for her; the film gives us fragments of her past that motivate her decisions and shape who she is now. I actually think a flashback or even a short video of her younger days would have added sharper contrast, especially since her past becomes such an important emotional hinge for the story. A little more texture there could've elevated the entire arc.

Ryan Eggold plays Matthew, the grown son of a wealthy resort tycoon. But for reasons that feel hazy, his dad treats him like a teenager rather than a fully grown adult. Their dynamic is oddly mismatched. Matthew is an adult man, but their conversations feel like scoldings between a strict parent and an irresponsible kid.

Yes, the backstory explains that Matthew has coasted through life on luxury and privilege, stumbling into plenty of trouble over the years, but even with that explanation, the father-son dynamic still feels cartoonishly written. It's not unrealistic, but it's definitely awkward in a way I'm not sure the film intended.

Still, despite the strange family dynamics, I thought the chemistry between Taylor and Matthew worked surprisingly well. They're both awkward in complementary ways, and their interactions are genuinely cute. They bounce off each other with a harmless sweetness, and their conversations have a softness that fits the genre perfectly. Their chemistry is also the best way to describe the film as a whole -- cute, harmless and gentle. There's nothing sharp or daring here, but it delivers on what it wants to be.

Of course, anyone who's ever seen a holiday romcom knows exactly where the story is going. My Secret Santa follows a well-worn, very safe trajectory. Even the antagonistic thread involving Natasha, the hotel VP (played by Tia Mowry), never becomes genuinely antagonistic. She's not a villain. She's not scheming. She's just a mild irritant who never fully leans into conflict. In a serious drama, that would be a structural failure, but for a holiday romcom, we don't necessarily need a dramatic villain. We just need a character who creates enough friction to nudge the relationship forward. Because Natasha isn't shady or memorable, she ends up feeling like a missed opportunity.

My Secret Santa's runtime is clocking around 90 minutes, it hits the sweet spot for a quick, casual holiday watch. But that perk also becomes a weakness, because the short runtime squeezes out a lot of the emotional depth and character-building that the story needs. The pacing is rushed.

Instead of letting us sit with the awkward, blossoming connection between Taylor and Matthew, the movie speeds through their bonding moments. And the whole "she's in disguise" situation -- which could've been either hilarious or heartfelt -- isn't given enough time to build tension, stakes, or payoff.

When it comes to holiday romances, I think I can accept predictable stories, recycled tropes and silly logic. But so many holiday romcoms feel like they're assembled on a conveyor belt, where writers grab from buckets labelled "meet-cute", "misunderstanding," "Christmas magic" and "big reveal", then glues them together without considering whether the combination feels fresh, believable or emotionally effective.

My Secret Santa falls right into that category. It's not offensively bad or frustratingly incompetent -- it's just cautious, thin and overly safe.

That doesn't mean it's unenjoyable. It's cute. It's silly. It has a warm energy. But the romance, while it begins to form, never blossoms into something meaningful or memorable. It plays everything so safe that it ends up robbing the audience of emotional investment.

Romance works best when you want the characters to fall in love -- and when you start believing that they genuinely could. That connection doesn't need hours to build, but it does need space. And here, it's hurried past.

Good storytelling in romance movies will pull us into the couple's energy and make their connection feel real. My Secret Santa doesn't give us those moments. It has a few lighthearted interactions and some charming performances, but it doesn't offer the spark, the emotional pull or the enchantment that defines the best entries in the genre.

This is a kind of TV movie that you probably won't even remember watching after a week. But if you're simply looking for a soft, sweet, low-stakes holiday romance -- something to play in the background while wrapping Christmas gifts or relaxing on the couch -- you'll be fine.


	My Secret Santa

	Starring Alexandra Breckenridge, Ryan Eggold and Tia Mowry

	Directed by Michael Rohl

	Now streaming on Netflix
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									Oh. What. Fun. ain't no fun

									
								

									Whether you like it or not, you can never escape the avalanche of new Christmas movies once December hits. Every time you turn on the TV, there's another "cozy" family story trying to lure you in.
									While there's nothing wrong with lighthearted, family-friendly holiday films. But digging through a pile of mediocre entries just to find one that's genuinely good can be exhausting.

So when Prime Video unveiled its newest holiday release, Oh. What. Fun., I was hoping the stacked cast and promises of "festive chaos" might actually amount to something worthwhile.

The story centres on Claire (Michelle Pfeiffer), the self-appointed glue of her scattered but well-meaning family.

Every year, she is the force behind the holiday perfection -- gorgeous frosted cookies, beautifully wrapped gifts, meticulously planned outings. Nobody decks the halls like Claire.

[image: Oh. What. Fun. ain't no fun]


But this year, after organising a special family day, she gets accidentally left behind. Feeling invisible, fed up and underappreciated, she decides to head out on an impromptu solo adventure, hoping to reclaim some sense of joy or at least shake off her mounting frustration.

On paper, Oh. What. Fun. has everything going for it. It's absolutely stacked: Pfeiffer leads a cast that includes Felicity Jones and Chloe Grace Moretz as Claire's daughters, Denis Leary as her low-key husband and Jason Schwartzman as one of the in-laws.

With that many heavy hitters in the same room, you'd assume the comedy would be sharp, the chemistry electric and the acting a highlight. And honestly, the performances are solid. Everyone shows up and does the best they can with what they're given. The trouble begins with what, exactly, they're given.

The film builds a narrative that, surprisingly, made me root against its main character. Claire clearly feels overwhelmed and unappreciated, and the movie wants me to sympathise with that. But instead, I found myself getting increasingly frustrated because so much of her disappointment is actually self-created.

She expects everyone to meet her exacting holiday standards yet never communicates her needs, then spirals when people fail to magically intuit her desires. The movie frames her anger as righteous, but her actions often come off as controlling, passive-aggressive, and overly dramatic. It's hard to cheer for someone when the story keeps showing how much she contributes to her own misery.

Actually, Claire's susceptible to self-doubt personality here oddly reminds me a lot of the other Claire character Pfeiffer played in the 2000's thriller What Lies Beneath.

A big part of the plot involves Claire's favourite talk-show host running a contest celebrating standout mums during the holidays. The catch is that the mother must be nominated by her kids. Claire hints constantly that she wants her children to enter her. They ignore the hints. She gets hurt. Then she explodes, grabs her keys, and disappears on a solo road trip. The premise could have worked.

In fact, I like the idea behind it: acknowledging how mothers often carry the emotional and logistical load of the holidays. Mums really are the unsung heroes -- cooking, cleaning, shopping, wrapping, orchestrating the entire season while receiving little recognition.

But that's not the movie we get. Instead, Oh. What. Fun. paints Claire as a whiny, self-absorbed martyr who refuses to ask for help, then acts betrayed when no one magically assists her. She manipulates situations, guilt-trips her family, and justifies behaviour that becomes increasingly sketchy and deceitful.

The script acknowledges these flaws but never truly challenges or evolves them. Instead of a character arc, we get repetition: Claire overreacts, engineers more drama, and then reacts again. After a while, the cycle becomes exhausting.

The comedy doesn't help either. It's meant to be funny in a chaotic, "holiday madness" way, but most of the humour is sharp, mean-spirited or simply sad. I don't think I genuinely laughed once. Everything seems filtered through Claire's perspective, which ends up smothering the movie in bitterness rather than warmth.

The supporting characters, unfortunately, don't escape the writing issues. Doug (Jason Schwartzman) is portrayed as an awkward, near-useless son-in-law who can't manage basic parenting, let alone support his wife.

Taylor (Chloe Grace Moretz), the supposed golden child, is shallow, perpetually irritated and emotionally checked out. Even Channing (Felicity Jones), who feels like she could have been the grounded, rational figure of the family, gets framed as disloyal and selfish -- not because she actually is, but because Claire projects that onto her.

It's hard to root for anyone when everyone is written less like a family member and more like an obstacle in Claire's path.

Given the film clocks in under two hours, it felt much longer than that. The pacing drags, weighed down by repetitive beats and scenes that stretch far beyond their usefulness. Oh. What. Fun. wastes a truly impressive line-up of actors on a story that misunderstands what makes a holiday movie resonate.

Instead of warmth, humour and sincerity, it gives us irritation, bitterness and characters who remain stuck in their worst tendencies. Holiday films don't need to be flawless, but they do need to offer something audience members want to sit with -- charm, heart, a sense of connection. This one not quite.


	Oh. What. Fun.

	Starring Michelle Pfeiffer, Felicity Jones, Chloe Grace Moretz

	Directed by Michael Showalter

	Now streaming on Prime Video
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									The mystique of time

									Franck Muller releases the dazzling Round Triple Mystery collection
								

									After a gap of 23 years, the third instalment of Franck Muller's Mystery is worth the wait.
									The original model from 2000 indicates the hour via a single rotating disc. Franck Muller then upgraded the mechanism by adding another disc to track the minutes for the Double Mystery, launched two years later.
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Without numerals and traditional hands like its predecessors, the new Round Triple Mystery portrays the motion of time, including the passing seconds, on a hypnotic dial -- seemingly floating with 237 brilliant-cut diamonds.

The sequel has been released in 2025 as a collection of eight references, housed in a 39mm white or rose gold case encrusted with more blinding diamonds.

The dazzling Round Triple Mystery is another technical feat for Franck Muller, which cultivates contemporary haute horlogerie at its manufacture, known as Watchland, in Genthod, Geneva.

Following its debut in 1991, the independent company has established itself as the Master Of Complications through its Crazy Hours, Revolution 3 with a tri-axial tourbillon, and other innovative models, not to mention the Aeternitas Mega with 36 complications.

[image: Rose gold Round Triple Mystery illuminated by brilliant- and baguette-cut diamonds. Franck Muller]
Rose gold Round Triple Mystery illuminated by brilliant- and baguette-cut diamonds. 




Co-founder Franck Muller drew inspiration from the fluid and unbound perception of time in certain cultures -- where time is embraced at one's own pace and on one's own terms -- for the first Mystery wristwatch.

This vision has evolved into the horological trilogy, which unfolds with an increasingly sophisticated complication.

The engineering of the Round Triple Mystery sought to power three fully independent discs without compromising precision.

Incorporating a third rotating disc for the seconds, however, posed a technical challenge as it would significantly increase the energy demand on the movement. This problem was solved by an exceptionally lightweight disc, thanks to the material and skeletonisation.

[image: Meticulously-decorated bidirectional automatic movement. Photo Courtesy of GREENPLASITICSOLDIER]
Meticulously-decorated bidirectional automatic movement. 



[image: Round Triple Mystery displays the hours, minutes and seconds via three independent discs. Photos Courtesy of GREENPLASITICSOLDIER]
Round Triple Mystery displays the hours, minutes and seconds via three independent discs. 




After extensive research and testing of various materials, Franck Muller's engineers chose aluminium as the optimal choice for the seconds disc, achieving the ideal balance of lightness and rigidity for crafting the skeletonised central pastille, which weighs merely 0.047g.

Another challenge was machining the delicate component, requiring the highest level of precision due to its extremely thin design, with each bridge measuring just 0.3mm in width.

Comprising the skeleton pastille, an arrow indicator and a central diamond, the entire structure weighs 0.052g, enabling the effortless rotation of the seconds disc without disrupting the performance of the bidirectional automatic movement with a power reserve of 42 hours.

The design of the central plate, with a delicate geometric motif reminiscent of a spirograph, aesthetically underscores the essence of rotation.

The intricate geometry of the pattern mirrors the continuous motion of the three rotating discs, each with a triangle-cut diamond, emerald, ruby or blue sapphire for an enchanting display of the hours, minutes and seconds.

The case and bezel of four variations shimmer with brilliant-cut diamonds while the bezels of the other four differ with baguette-cut diamonds.

Each version of the Round Triple Mystery is worn with an alligator strap, whose colour echoes the triangle-cut gemstone that poetically keeps pace with the rhythm of time.
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									Curvex Cut blooms on your wrist

									
								

									One of Franck Muller's iconic designs introduced in 1992, the Cintree Curvex posed technical challenges in producing the case with a tonneau curved body.
									Cutting precious stones into this distinctive silhouette is as demanding, with the Curvex Cut patented by the independent brand in 2003.

[image: Color Dreams version with Curvex Cut sapphires, rubies and tsavorites as petals. photo:]
Color Dreams version with Curvex Cut sapphires, rubies and tsavorites as petals.




The new Vanguard Curvex Cut Flower showcases this sparkling signature and the artistic side of the Master Of Complications. A key challenge in creating the high jewellery timepiece was the seamless integration of gem setting with horological precision.

The openwork dial draws the eyes to the interplay of gears, bridges, springs and seconds counter as well as six dainty blooms.

The stalks of each flower actually function as bridges of the manually-wound movement, which delivers a four-day power reserve.

The floral motif is designed as a bouquet of large and smaller flowers, each centred by a brilliant-cut diamond.

[image: The stalks of each flower function as bridges of the movement. photo:]
The stalks of each flower function as bridges of the movement.




The petals are adorned with Curvex Cut precious stones with 73 polished facets -- 37 and 36 respectively on the crown and pavilion. This exclusive cut renders maximum light reflection as well as exceptional brilliance and fire.

The arrangement of the flowers follows a subtly curved vertical symmetry, adding depth and movement to the design, framed by the Vanguard case illuminated by brilliant-cut diamonds.

Franck Muller has released the Vanguard Curvex Cut Flower as a collection of five references.

The petals of two white gold models are set with Curvex Cut emeralds or blue sapphires while two rose gold versions shimmer with diamonds or rubies instead.

The third rose gold variation takes on the trademark Color Dreams for a vibrant bouquet, with the petals in Curvex Cut coloured sapphires, rubies and tsavorites.

At the end of the day, Franck Muller's artistic expression of time as a pretty posy symbolises the allure of a cut flower and how it is picked at the peak of its natural beauty.
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									OpenAI, Disney to let fans create AI videos in landmark deal

									
								

									SAN FRANCISCO -- Walt Disney and OpenAI announced a three-year licensing deal Thursday that will allow users to create short videos featuring beloved Disney characters through artificial intelligence (AI).
									The deal marks the first time a major entertainment company has embraced generative AI at this scale, licensing its fiercely protected characters -- from Mickey Mouse to Marvel superheroes and Star Wars's Darth Vader -- for AI content creation.

The partnership represents a dramatic shift for an industry that has largely been battling AI companies in court.

Disney and other creative industry giants had been suing AI firms like OpenAI, Perplexity and Anthropic, accusing them of illegally using their content to train their technology.

The deal comes at a sensitive time for OpenAI, which faces increasing questions about the sustainability of its business model, with costs skyrocketing far faster than revenue despite nearing one billion daily users worldwide.

Under the agreement, fans will be able to produce and share AI-generated content featuring more than 200 characters from Disney, Marvel, Pixar and Star Wars franchises on OpenAI's Sora video generation platform and ChatGPT.

The partnership includes a US$1 billion equity investment by Disney in OpenAI, along with warrants to purchase additional shares in the ChatGPT maker.

Disney shares rose by about 2% on Thursday after the announcement.

"The rapid advancement of artificial intelligence marks an important moment for our industry," said Disney CEO Robert Iger, adding the collaboration would "thoughtfully and responsibly extend the reach of our storytelling."

Characters available for fan creations will include Mickey Mouse, Minnie Mouse, Elsa from Frozen, and Marvel heroes like Iron Man and Captain America, as well as Star Wars icons including Darth Vader and Yoda.

The agreement excludes talent likenesses and voices from actors.

Beyond licensing, Disney will deploy OpenAI's technology to build new products and experiences for Disney+, the streaming platform, and will make ChatGPT available to its employees.

"Disney is the global gold standard for storytelling," said OpenAI CEO Sam Altman. "This agreement shows how AI companies and creative leaders can work together responsibly."

Both companies emphasised their commitment to responsible AI use, with OpenAI pledging age-appropriate policies and controls to prevent illegal or harmful content generation and protect creator rights.
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									Vatican honours Thai leaders for faith and service

									Eight distinguished Thais -- six Catholics and two Buddhists -- have received papal honours for their dedication to the Church, humanitarian causes and interfaith cooperation
								

									The Vatican has conferred papal decorations on eight distinguished Thais in two ceremonies in Bangkok, recognising their devoted service to the Catholic Church, humanitarian action and efforts to strengthen interfaith harmony.
									Six Catholics received honours at Assumption Cathedral on November 30, followed this week by an unprecedented presentation of Benemerenti Medals to two Buddhist leaders at the Apostolic Nunciature.

[image: Khunying Patama Leeswadtrakul receives her papal decoration from Archbishop Wells, representing the Vatican.]
Khunying Patama Leeswadtrakul receives her papal decoration from Archbishop Wells, representing the Vatican.



Presiding on behalf of Pope Leo XIV, Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Peter Brian Wells praised the recipients as individuals whose quiet and enduring dedication has strengthened both the Church and Thai society. Among the six Catholic honourees were two senior members of the Sisters of St Paul de Chartres -- Rev Mother Myriam Kitcharoen and Rev Sr Agnes Boonraksa Sritrakul -- who received the Cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice for distinguished service in religious formation and education.

Four lay figures were invested into the Equestrian Order of St Gregory the Great. Among them was Khunying Patama Leeswadtrakul, a prominent business figure and philanthropist, who was elevated to Dame Commander, the highest rank conferred by the Vatican on lay recipients. She previously received the Papal Award Dame of St Gregory the Great in 2014 from Pope Benedict XVI.

[image: Dr Phornthep Phornprapha receives his papal honour.]
Dr Phornthep Phornprapha receives his papal honour.



Well known for her support for culture, sports, education and public health, she has contributed extensively to medical infrastructure, youth development and artistic institutions. Church leaders also highlighted her long-standing charitable outreach and her role in organising the apostolic visit of Pope Francis to Thailand in 2019.

Khunying Patama's recognition reflects her growing stature on the international stage. In 2017, she became the first Thai woman elected to the International Olympic Committee and now chairs the IOC Commission for Culture and Olympic Heritage, while serving on the Olympic Solidarity Commission. 

She is also President of the Badminton World Federation. Beyond sport, she holds key roles in the arts as Chair of the Thailand Philharmonic Orchestra, adviser to Bangkok Opera and founder of the Thailand Choral Association, where she has promoted music education, including sacred music. Her philanthropy has further extended to vocational programmes for visually impaired students run by the Salesian Sisters, as well as major support for public health through the donation of medical equipment, hospital construction and research funding worth hundreds of millions of baht.

[image: Dr Somsak Leeswadtrakul and Khunying Patama at the ceremony.]
Dr Somsak Leeswadtrakul and Khunying Patama at the ceremony.



Dr Phornthep Phornprapha, Chairman of Siam Motors Group and Chairman of Bangkok Bank Plc, was also installed as Knight for his sustained contributions to Catholic communities and assistance in major Church events, including the papal visit. 

Church leaders noted that Mr Phornthep has long provided quiet, low-profile support to charitable and religious initiatives across all faiths in Thailand, reflecting a commitment to service that extends well beyond any single community.

He holds the Knight Grand Cross (First Class) of the Most Exalted Order of the White Elephant, and is married to Mayuree Hansirikul, with whom he has three children: Pranapda, Pranitan and Prakasit. 

Two other lay figures were also honoured. They are Vanida Angsuphan, who was appointed Dame, and Sompong Dowpiset, who was installed as Knight. Ms Vanida, a businesswoman, has long supported charitable initiatives, particularly those serving the poor and marginalised. Mr Sompong, a hospitality entrepreneur, has likewise provided sustained assistance to numerous charitable projects, especially in the South.

Among the special guests at the ceremony was Dr Somsak Leeswadtrakul, a business tycoon and philanthropist whose decades of support for social welfare, Church-led initiatives and charitable work across all faiths were also acknowledged. He received the Knight of the Order of St Gregory the Great from Pope John Paul II in 1994 and, in 2023, was elevated to Knight of the Grand Cross of the Order, the highest rank, by Pope Francis.

[image: Thapana Sirivadhanabhakdi and Chaiyapon Suk-ieam receive the Benemerenti Medal.]
Thapana Sirivadhanabhakdi and Chaiyapon Suk-ieam receive the Benemerenti Medal.



In a rare departure from tradition, the Vatican also conferred papal honours on December 6 on two Buddhist leaders, reflecting what the nuncio described as exemplary commitment to interreligious cooperation. Thapana Sirivadhanabhakdi, Group CEO of Thai Beverage Plc, and Chaiyapon Suk-ieam, Director-General of the Department of Religious Affairs, received the Benemerenti Medal for their fostering stronger ties between Buddhist and Catholic communities. work supporting refugees, hill-tribe communities and victims of human trafficking

"This may be the first time in history that His Holiness Pope Leo has bestowed this honour on two Buddhist gentlemen who are neither diplomats to the Holy See nor closely associated with the Vatican. We do so in gratitude for lives dedicated to the noblest causes that unite all people of good will," Archbishop Wells said in his address. 

Mr Thapana was recognised for his role in steadily building bridges of mutual respect and cooperation between Buddhist and Catholic communities, a task that was particularly meaningful given periods of historical tension. His work, the Archbishop said, reflects a commitment to placing the wisdom of Buddhism and the Church's social doctrine at the service of environmental stewardship, sustainable development and support for the most vulnerable.

Both honourees expressed their gratitude to Dr Somsak, whose behind-the-scenes efforts were credited with forging practical cooperation between the state, religious institutions and the private sector. Widely regarded as a "quiet force" in strengthening ties between the Department of Religious Affairs and the Catholic Church, he was praised for helping translate goodwill into tangible outcomes.

Mr Thapana added that Dr Somsak's guidance and support had paved the way for concrete interfaith collaboration aimed at social betterment, yielding benefits that extend beyond Thailand to the global community. 
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									New movies out this week: Dec 11-17

									'Avatar: Fire And Ash' is the third instalment in the Avatar film universe
								

									Three new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

Vaa Vaathiyaar

Directed by Nalan Kumarasamy.

Who's in it? 

Karthi, Krithi Shetty and Sathyaraj.

What's it about? 

A fanatic fan of legendary actor MGR raises his grandson like a reincarnation of MGR. But does he grow like MGR? What happens when he grows differently, which is in conflict with the ideals of his grandfather?

Why watch it?

A Tamil-Telegu movie.



Premiering on Dec 17

[image: ]

Avatar: Fire And Ash

Directed by James Cameron.

Who's in it?

Kate Winslet, Zoe Saldana and Stephen Lang.

What's it about? 

Jake and Neytiri's family grapples with grief after Neteyam's death, encountering a new, aggressive Na'vi tribe, the Ash People, who are led by the fiery Varang, as the conflict on Pandora escalates and a new moral focus emerges.

Why watch it? 

According to Cameron, the Avatar sequels were such a massive undertaking that he divided the three scripts between the writing team of Rick Jaffa, Amanda Silver, Josh Friedman and Shane Salerno. Cameron delves further explaining the story process: "I think we met for seven months and we white boarded out every scene in every film together, and I didn't assign each writer which film they were going to work on until the last day. I knew if I assigned them their scripts ahead of time, they'd tune out every time we were talking about the other movie."



Premiering on Dec 18

[image: ]

Dream

Directed by Paul Spurrier.

Who's in it?

Amata Masmalai, Victoria Woodman and Vithaya Pansringarm.

What's it about? 

A young girl lives in the mountains of Northern Thailand. When she is tragically orphaned, she sets out on a lone quest for a new home and family. Her journey will take her across Thailand and bring many adventures.

Why watch it? 

Thailand's first English-language musical movie.
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									Delivery apps redefine life in Bangkok

									Bangkok residents have adapted to a more indoor lifestyle, preferring delivery services over dining out and crowded places
								

									On every street in Bangkok, at every red light and alley, you will see motorcycles with colourful canvas boxes and banners attached to the drivers. The riders wear matching jackets, and those without boxes often have a passenger behind them. These are the application-based delivery workers known as Riders.
									Delivery apps in Thailand serve customers in two ways: delivering food (GrabFood, LineMan, foodpanda or ShopeeFood) and transporting passengers to their destinations (Grab, Bolt, LineMan Ride or Uber).

How long have we accepted this as part of our daily routine, and how long have we adapted our lifestyles for good?

During Covid-19

The coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19) pandemic, which spread to Thailand in January 2020, marked a crucial turning point. Bangkok became one of the most affected cities, experiencing a surge in infections. Curfews and lockdowns were enforced, and restaurants were limited to delivery services only. Social distancing measures halved the passenger capacity on buses and trains, resulting in a high demand for online food delivery but a reduced need for ride-hailing services.

Food delivery

By Aug 8, 2020, eight months into the pandemic, the demand for food delivery had surged by 150% compared to the same period in 2019. It was projected that by the end of the year, there would be 66 million to 68 million delivered orders, a rise of 78 to 84% from 2019, according to kasikornresearch.com.

During this period, a survey by the Electronic Transaction Development Agency (ETDA) showed that 80.37% of respondents did not want to dine in at restaurants. "I did not want to go to any restaurants at that time. My family stocked up on food and relied on delivery services," said Amy, an employee at a movie theatre. Apinya, a food delivery rider with eight years of experience, noted that she had plenty of work during the pandemic.

[image: A food delivery driver stops for the red light at Klong Toey intersection on Dec 10, 2025.]
A food delivery driver stops for the red light at Klong Toey intersection on Dec 10, 2025.



Ride-hailing services

In contrast, ride-hailing demand dipped dramatically during the early pandemic. According to Grab Thailand, Bolt and LineMan Ride, reduced demand stemmed from curfews, work-from-home policies, lockdown restrictions and the "Stay home for the nation" campaign issued by the government's Department of Health. Suwit Hpalajun, a ride-hailing driver with six years of experience, recounted, "It was tough during Covid-19 because people avoided going outside."

After Covid

Food delivery

In 2021, online food delivery soared as Bangkok residents adapted to the pandemic. Food delivery increased by 62% -- a peak high. However, in 2022, the food delivery market slowed down as Covid-19 restrictions eased, and people resumed their normal activities.

Research shows that the food delivery market continued to drop in demand in 2023 and 2024 compared to 2021, according to Kasikorn Research Centre. 

By 2025, market growth will continue, but not at previous levels, as noted by LINE MAN Wongnai.

Ride-hailing services

From 2022 to 2025, the demand for ride-hailing services steadily increased due to the return of tourists and major city events, with a 127% overall rise in four years. Key factors included the reopening of tourist attractions, government incentives for electric vehicles (EVs) and new laws aimed at enhancing trust and safety in services.

[image: A ride-hailing driver is sending a passenger at Nang Lin Jee Road, Bangkok, on Dec 4, 2025.]
A ride-hailing driver is sending a passenger at Nang Lin Jee Road, Bangkok, on Dec 4, 2025.



How lifestyle has changed

Since the rise of delivery apps, Bangkok's lifestyle has transformed into what is dubbed the "Delivery Lifestyle." Everything is just a click away, whether for food or ride-hailing services.


	
Consumers' behaviour post-Covid





People have grown accustomed to staying indoors, ordering food for home consumption and avoiding crowded places. As modern consumers, they seek convenience, making food delivery and ride-hailing services ideal.


	
Expansion of delivery apps and restaurant collaboration





Currently, delivery apps cover nearly all tourist attractions and major city areas, enhancing the quick and convenient lifestyle. Local restaurants, street food stalls, and popular eateries are now just a click away.


	
Competition between delivery apps





This market is not yet monopolised, requiring each delivery app to develop special promotions to attract users. These include discount codes, "buy more, save more" offers and loyalty points systems, driving increased usage and advancing the market.

Looking ahead

From my perspective, having lived in Bangkok since 2021, both food delivery and ride-hailing services have significantly saved me time. I use food delivery services almost daily for dinner. Instead of queuing at popular restaurants, I relax at home on my sofa after a long day at work. I also frequently use ride-hailing services to get to my destinations, enjoying the flexibility to choose my departure time--something not possible with public transportation.

However, I am concerned that the convenience offered by delivery apps may come at a significant cost in the long term.

Bangkok has faced air pollution for decades, but it reached a health crisis in recent years, especially in 2023 during the peak of delivery services. As Thailand fully rebounded from the Covid crisis and many restrictions were lifted, the demand for delivery services surged. Consequently, the capital city is experiencing an excess of cars and motorcycles that emit PM2.5. The air pollution problem will likely worsen if there is no limit on the number of riders.

Proposed solutions

I believe the number of riders should be capped to reduce the excess of vehicles on the road, thereby decreasing traffic congestion and PM2.5 emissions. This initiative should be accompanied by improvements to public transportation, such as making bus applications more user-friendly and reducing inaccuracies.

A common issue I encounter while using these apps is GPS errors, which can make the service unreliable for time-sensitive commuters.

[image: Screen of Via Bus application shows the bus location and its numbers in the user's area. ]
Screen of Via Bus application shows the bus location and its numbers in the user's area.



In addition, bus services should be promoted more for international visitors. Although I have been using the bus for four years, I rarely see foreign users. Importantly, we must replace older buses that emit PM2.5 with EV buses and increase the use of eco-friendly vehicles.

Bad eating behaviour

My second concern is unhealthy eating habits. According to Thai PBS, 61% of customers using food delivery services order fast food items such as fried chicken, hamburgers, pizzas and sugary drinks. Imagine if consumers continue to easily access fast food over the next three, five or 10 years. Bangkok's population could face higher risks of diabetes, hypertension, obesity and heart disease due to excess cholesterol from fast food.

Suggestion

I believe it would be beneficial for delivery apps to display the nutritional information for every dish prior to ordering. For instance, one serving of pad Thai contains 800 kilocalories, 80 grammes of carbohydrates, 10g of protein, 30g of fat and 800mg of sodium.

These apps should track daily order data, analysing calories, cholesterol, and sodium intake. Consumers would receive alerts if their intake exceeds healthy levels. While this may not change everyone's habits, it could help raise awareness.

In addition, I had the opportunity to speak with several riders about their careers. Suwit Phala (six years of experience), Slawut Janlee (four years), Apinya (eight years) and Aug (two years) noted that while they had plenty of work during the pandemic, the current demand is moderate.

They expressed confidence in continuing their work, with Athapinya (five years) recommending riding as a viable career. However, most mentioned that working as a part-time rider is more advantageous, offering flexibility.

[image: Suwit Phala, a ride-hailing driver, waits for the next passenger to use the service on the pavement on Dec 7, 2025.]
Suwit Phala, a ride-hailing driver, waits for the next passenger to use the service on the pavement on Dec 7, 2025.



User opinions

Pure and Kapao, office workers, stated that they use ride-hailing services daily for their commutes. "It's convenient. If I need to punch in at 10am, I can relax and leave at 9.30am compared to waiting for the bus starting at 8.30am," Pure added. They both affirmed that delivery apps will remain integral to our lives, as Kapao pointed out, "People have already become addicted to it."

Amy, a movie theatre employee, and Baimon, ground staff, also said they prefer food delivery over going to restaurants. "It's convenient, especially with all the discounts on delivery apps," Baimon noted. They agreed that delivery apps will continue to serve us as long as possible.

For me, the rise of delivery apps started like a light snowfall, eventually becoming an avalanche that many cannot imagine living without.

The convenience provided by these apps feels addictive. Once you try it, you will likely do it again. Waiting an extra 15 minutes to cook or going out starts to feel like a major inconvenience compared to the speed of the app.

You stop planning meals in advance or preparing to use public transport, relying on the apps as your default choice. It becomes an invisible aspect of your routine and lifestyle.

But that is not a big deal. The apps were designed for our convenience and have done an excellent job.

We embrace these services because humans naturally seek efficiency and comfort. If easier or more convenient options exist, we gravitate toward them. This is normal behaviour.

In summary

Now that we have come this far, turning back is no longer an option. My intention is not to discourage the use of delivery services, but I want to promote a healthier and more sustainable approach to utilising these services. We can still enjoy them while minimising their negative impacts, allowing us to coexist with them for the long term.

[image: Delivery riders wait for the red light on Ratchadaphisek Road in Bangkok on Dec 12 2025.  ]
Delivery riders wait for the red light on Ratchadaphisek Road in Bangkok on Dec 12 2025.
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									Young Thais turn to online gaming communities for connection

									
								

									As everyday life becomes more stressful, many young Thais are seeking companionship in online gaming communities. What once was just a hobby has transformed into a vibrant digital space where friendships grow, conversations flow and a sense of loneliness is lifted.
									Thailand now boasts over 32 million active gamers, ranking among the top markets in Southeast Asia, according to industry researcher Newzoo. This surge reflects how gaming has become more than just entertainment -- it has firmly established itself as a significant social outlet for youth dealing with academic stress, part-time work and limited opportunities for offline interaction.

For many university students and young adults, gaming serves as a "third place" -- a social environment outside home or school where they can relax and connect. Studies show that online multiplayer games help foster friendships and reduce feelings of isolation, particularly among young people who struggle with face-to-face communication.

These digital communities often function like tight-knit social circles. Players team up nightly, join voice calls, and share personal conversations that extend far beyond the game itself. For introverted youth, the anonymity of online spaces lowers the fear of judgment, making it easier to open up and build trust.

However, experts warn that heavy reliance on virtual relationships can sometimes replace rather than complement offline social lives, leading some players to withdraw further from real-world interactions, especially when online communities become their main or only source of emotional support.

While these online spaces offer comfort, the growing dependence on virtual communities also reflects a deeper social shift. The ease with which young people find connection online raises questions about whether Thailand's offline environments, like schools, universities and workplaces, are failing to provide the emotional support they need.

The rise of gaming communities may not simply indicate changing habits but reveal a widening gap between young people and the traditional social structures meant to support them.

Many Thai schools, universities and even government agencies are increasingly sponsoring events and competitive gaming tournaments. These initiatives aim to bridge the gap by encouraging 'online' players to meet 'offline,' transforming virtual friendships into real-world interactions--which is promising.

As Thailand's gaming industry continues to expand, online communities are likely to play an even bigger role in shaping youth culture. For now, they remain a refuge -- a space where young Thais can find connection and comfort in a fast-paced and demanding world.
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