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        A landmark triumph for Thai sport
        It was a memorable occasion that will remain etched in Thai sporting history when His Majesty the King bestowed the SSL47 keelboat sailing gold medal on Her Majesty the Queen on the shoreline of Chon Buri province on Thursday.

      

      
        Regulator eases investment rules for insurance firms
        The Office of the Insurance Commission (OIC) has eased investment restrictions on insurance companies, lowering equity risk charges to allow insurers to invest more in the Thai stock market.

      

      
        Have Iran's authorities given up on the mandatory hijab?
        PARIS --- Women swaying to dance music at a disc jockey (DJ) set, strolling without headscarves through cutting-edge art exhibitions and in coffee shops showing off trendy styles that could have come from the streets of Europe.

      

      
        Thai army denies Cambodian accusations of destructive warfare
        The Royal Thai Army has rejected Cambodia's accusations that Thai forces are waging a war of destruction, insisting that Thailand targets only military objectives and holds Cambodia responsible for any damage to historic sites used as military bases.

      

      
        Cambodian rockets destroyed, oil and warfare supply blockade intensified
        The Thai military has destroyed a Cambodian rocket arsenal near Poipet and intensified the blockade of oil and warfare-related supplies to Cambodia by sea.

      

      
        Japan demands response from Finland over beauty queen's 'slanted eyes' photos
        KYODO --- Japan's top government spokesman on Thursday expressed concern over images posted online of the winner of a beauty pageant and some lawmakers in Finland showing them pulling back the corners of their eyes, a gesture widely regarded as racially offensive to Asian people.

      

      
        US to sell weapons worth over $11 billion to Taiwan
        KYODO --- The United States said Wednesday it has approved a potential sale of weapons and related equipment worth more than US$11 billion to Taiwan, at a time when the self-governing democratic island faces increased military pressure from China.

      

      
        Police bust Indian-run online black market in Pattaya
        Nineteen Indian nationals have been arrested at a residence in Pattaya, Chon Buri, where they operated a website selling contraband goods, according to the Immigration Bureau.

      

      
        Renowned war correspondent Peter Arnett dies at 91
        Peter Arnett, the Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter who became one of the world's foremost war correspondents, died on Wednesday at age 91, according to US media reports.

      

      
        China launches $113 billion free-trade experiment on Hainan island
        BEIJING --- China on Thursday split off a Belgium-sized island with an economy comparable to a mid-ranked country from the mainland for customs processing, part of a bid to join a major trans-Pacific trade deal and establish a new Hong Kong-style commercial hub.
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                                It was a memorable occasion that will remain etched in Thai sporting history when His Majesty the King bestowed the SSL47 keelboat sailing gold medal on Her Majesty the Queen on the shoreline of Chon Buri province on Thursday.

The race was part of the 2025 SEA Games, held from Dec 9 to 20 in Bangkok and Chon Buri.



Thailand, guided to victory by Her Majesty, who served as strategist and navigator for the team, won Race 8 to seal the title with a dominant eight points.

In all, the team recorded six first-place finishes across the four-day event.

Malaysia, who finished fourth in Thursday's race, were second overall with 17 points, with Myanmar third on 20.

The Philippines, runners-up Thursday, placed fourth with 20, while Vietnam were fifth on 35.

It was more than a victory on the water; it was a reaffirmation of the monarchy's enduring bond with Thai sport and the inspiration that Her Majesty continues to embody for athletes across the kingdom.

Her Majesty's leadership on the water carries profound symbolic meaning, echoing the passion of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej the Great (Rama IX), whose devotion to sailing shaped generations of Thai athletes.

[image: Archer Peerawat Pattanapongkiat]
Archer Peerawat Pattanapongkiat.



Glorious ending for archers

Thailand's archery campaign ended on a high as debutant Peerawat Pattanapongkiat delivered two gold medals on the final day of competition in Hua Mak.

The association had targeted three titles but had yet to win a medal before Wednesday's events.

Peerawat partnered Kanyawee Maneesombatkul in the mixed compound 50m final, where the Thai pair tied 147-147 with Vietnam after four ends.

In the shoot-off, both Thais struck perfect 10s to pip Vietnam 20-18 and secure the country's first gold.

Peerawat returned in the men's individual compound final, edging Malaysian veteran Juwaidi Mazuki 147-145 after 15 arrows.

He said he had exceeded expectations in his first national-team appearance and hoped for further opportunities to represent Thailand.

[image: Maximus Parapol Jones, right, and Pruchya Isaro celebrate winning the men's doubles tennis gold medal.  ]
Pruchya Isaro, left, and Maximus Parapol Jones celebrate winning the men's doubles tennis gold medal.



Doubles joy in tennis

Thailand claimed doubles gold on Thursday when Maximus Jones Parapol and Pruchya Isaro triumphed in an all-Thai men's doubles final.

The pair faced Pawit Sornlaksup and Wichaya Trongcharoenchaikul in a tight contest that swung repeatedly before Maximus and Pruchya prevailed 7-5, 3-6, 10-4 in a decisive super tie-break.

The victory marks Thailand's first men's doubles gold in eight years, following the success of twins Sonchat and Sanchai Ratiwatana at the 2017 Games in Malaysia.

In the women's singles final, Mananchaya Swangkaew finished runner-up after a 6-1, 6-2 loss to the Philippines' world No.52 Alexandra Eala.

Meanwhile, Chawanwat Juntaphadawon won the men's 3m springboard diving final on Thursday.

Chawanwat scored 378.30 points to take the gold medal, becoming the first Thai winner in diving in 22 years since Suchart Pichi at the 2003 Games in Vietnam.

Mixed day for fencers

The hosts claimed one gold and two silver medals in the fencing team events at Fashion Island on Thursday.

The victory came in the women's sabre team final, with Thailand prevailing 45-32 over Singapore in the title showdown.

The Kingdom took second place in the men's foil team event after losing 45-20 to Singapore, who went on to bag their second fencing gold of the day with a 45-36 victory over Thailand.

In cycling, Jai Angsuthasawit finished second in the men's keirin final on Thursday at the Hua Mark velodrome.

The 30-year-old crossed the line +0.027 behind gold medallist Malaysia's Muhammad Ridwan Sahrom, who finished in 10.996. Norasetthada Bumna claimed bronze at +0.093.

Futsal bronze for women

Thailand secured the bronze medal in women's futsal after a commanding 5-0 victory over the Philippines at Bangkok-Thonburi University Gymnasium.

The hosts, still disappointed after a penalty-shootout defeat to Indonesia in the semi-finals, responded with a sharp and disciplined display.

Arriya Sae-toen opened the scoring in the second minute, followed by goals from Sasikarn Tongdee and Pareploy Huajaipetch as Thailand raced to a 3-0 half-time lead.

The Philippines attempted to counter-attack after the break but rarely troubled the Thai defence. Jenjira Bubpha added the fourth in the 35th minute before Suchanat Nakmai completed the scoring late on.

Duo make it four in a row

Suthasini Sawettabut and Orawan Paranang won their fourth consecutive SEA Games table tennis women's doubles gold medal at Central Westgate Hall on Wednesday.

The world No.14 pair defeated fellow Thais Jinnipa Sawettabut and Tamolwan Khetkhun 3-0 (11-2, 11-9, 11-7) in the gold medal match.

It was the second gold for Thai table tennis after they defeated Singapore 3-2 to claim the women's team title on Sunday.

Orawan said afterwards: "I wasn't under pressure going into the final, unlike in the semi-finals, because it was an all-Thai clash and we are teammates. We're just happy to be in the final and playing against our compatriots. But to actually win the title made me very happy. We joked before the match but we gave 100% during the final."

"I'm proud we won the title for the fourth successive time. I don't know if anyone has ever done it before. We just thought we had to do it. It was a personal challenge for both of us and we're very happy we could pull it off," she added.

Suthasini echoed her partner's sentiment: "It wasn't that much of a stress because Thailand get the gold no matter who wins.

"I am now looking forward to the singles competition. I will need to be more focused. I hope the fans will come out and support all Thai players."

Men's doubles duo Thitaphat Preechayan and Phakpoom Sanguansin and mixed pair Sarayut Tancharoen and Wanwisa Aueawiriyayothin took bronzes after both teams lost to Malaysia in the semi-finals.

The semi-finals and finals of the singles events will take place on Friday.

Medal merchants of Muay

Thai athletes won 10 golds, five silver medals and one bronze on Wednesday, the last day of competition, at Lumpinee Boxing Stadium.

The 10 winners were: 

Men -- Krittanu Saladkaew (45 kilogrammes), Supphanat Phetrak (48kg), Saksit Atidsam (60kg), Ruthaiphan Sapmanee (63.5kg), Abdolmalek Thinnamrob (67kg), Narongchai Chaithong (71kg) and Thotsaphon Saophanao (75kg). 

Women -- Niracha Tangchio (48kg), Kullanat Aonok (51kg) and Nirawan Tangchio (54kg).

Cueists hit a six

Thailand completed a dominant snooker campaign with six gold medals as the tournament concluded at Thunder Dome, Muang Thong Thani, Nonthaburi province.

World No.1 Nutcharut Wongharuthai claimed her second gold after defeating compatriot Panchaya Channoi 3-1 in the women's 15-red singles final, a meeting of the reigning world professional and amateur champions.

In the men's 15-red singles, Passakorn Suwannawat overturned a two-frame deficit to beat teammate Kritsanut Lertsattayathorn 4-2, securing his first SEA Games title after three attempts.

Thai billiard sports chief Suntorn Jarumon praised the squad's haul, the largest Thailand has achieved at the competition.

Nutcharut said she hoped to maintain her world No.1 ranking, while Passakorn admitted the long-awaited gold felt like "unlocking" a personal barrier.

Chance for an icy double

Thailand will go for a golden double after both men's and women's ice hockey teams comfortably came through their semi-finals on Wednesday.

The men's team beat the Philippines 8-1 (0-0, 2-0, 6-1) while their women's counterparts defeated Malaysia 19-0 (4-0, 10-0, 5-0).

The women's team will face the Philippines in the gold medal match at 3pm on Friday, while the men will take on Indonesia at 7pm.
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                                The Office of the Insurance Commission (OIC) has eased investment restrictions on insurance companies, lowering equity risk charges to allow insurers to invest more in the Thai stock market.
The move is expected to unlock up to 200 billion baht in additional investment in 2026, while the regulator is preparing to establish a national catastrophe fund to cope with increasingly frequent and severe natural disasters.

Chuchatr Pramoolpol, secretary-general of the OIC, said on Thursday that the regulator is studying details of the proposed catastrophe fund in collaboration with the Thai General Insurance Association and other relevant stakeholders.

The decision reflects growing concerns over climate-related risks, as natural disasters have become more intense and more frequent, said Mr Chuchatr. The fund is intended to be sufficiently large to absorb future risks, he said.

"In 2025, disaster-related losses rose sharply. A single five-minute earthquake caused damages of around 60 billion baht, while flooding across northern and southern Thailand resulted in combined losses of 11 billion baht," said Mr Chuchatr.

The catastrophe fund aims to strengthen the long-term stability of the insurance sector, while providing timely support to affected communities during major disasters such as large-scale floods or earthquakes, he said.

These events often generate losses beyond the capacity of any single insurer and involve risks that are difficult to control.

"Insurance premiums will not be raised, with pricing left to free market competition. Insurance companies must manage risks on their own and should not pass the burden on to the public," said Mr Chuchatr.

He said the OIC remains confident in the sector's financial resilience. All insurance companies have passed stress tests, and there is no need for additional capital injections, said Mr Chuchatr. Capital adequacy ratios across the industry remain at high levels, providing sufficient buffers against potential shocks.

As part of the regulatory easing, the OIC reduced the risk charge for equity investments from 25% to 18%, improving insurers' ability to seek higher investment returns.

The relaxation is expected to more than double insurers' equity holdings, with total investments in equities projected to rise from around 200 billion baht to 400 billion next year.

The Thai insurance industry's total assets tally roughly 4.8 trillion baht. Total insurance premiums are expected to reach 1 trillion baht for the first time in 2026, growth of 3.1-3.2%, in line with Thailand's gross domestic product (GDP) growth.

In 2025, total industry premiums amounted to 960 billion baht, with non-life insurance growing by slightly more than 2% and life insurance around 4%, resulting in an average growth rate of roughly 3.5% year-on-year.

Profitability in the life insurance segment outperformed non-life insurance, as the latter was more heavily affected by unexpected disaster-related losses during the year, he said.

Earlier this week, the OIC held discussions with insurance associations on strengthening regulatory measures to ensure insurance products are sold transparently and in compliance with the law. Three core supervisory priorities were highlighted.

"Consumers are encouraged to carefully review policy details before purchasing, especially key terms such as coverage duration, conditions and any refund or benefit provisions during the policy term," said Wasumadee Wasinon, deputy secretary-general for intermediary supervision and regional insurance at the OIC.

Premium payments should be made strictly in accordance with invoices issued by insurers through designated channels, such as mobile banking, quick response (QR) code payment, or other approved electronic payment systems.

The regulator warned against making cash payments directly to insurance intermediaries, warning that such practices may expose consumers to incomplete coverage or loss of policy protection, she said.
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                                PARIS -- Women swaying to dance music at a disc jockey (DJ) set, strolling without headscarves through cutting-edge art exhibitions and in coffee shops showing off trendy styles that could have come from the streets of Europe.
Until recently, such scenes would have been unthinkable in the Islamic Republic of Iran, whose strict dress code for women has required they wear the hijab in public since shortly after the 1979 revolution that ousted the pro-Western shah.

But while casually flouting the rule has become increasingly common, Iran's leadership insists the hijab is a legal obligation and is implementing a crackdown that has seen dissident figures who oppose the mandatory headscarf detained.

The tension has come at a critical moment for the clerical establishment, still recovering from the recent 12-day war with Israel and with supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei now 86.

The 2022-2023 nationwide protests, sparked by the custody death of Mahsa Amini who was arrested over alleged improper hijab, are still a recent memory.

Analysts and activists say authorities in recent months have indeed slackened off on imposing the mandatory hijab in daily life, but are far from abandoning an ideological pillar of the Islamic republic, warning a new wave of repression to re-impose it could come at any time.

Roya Boroumand, cofounder and executive director of the US-based Abdorrahman Boroumand Center for Human Rights in Iran, said it was "heartwarming" to see images of women without the headscarf, calling it the result of social pressure from below rather than "a reform granted from above".

"What we see today is unquestionably the result of years of persistent civil disobedience by Iranian women and girls who have fought to carve out and defend a small space of freedom in public life," she told Agence France-Presse (AFP).

Women sporting braids, curls and even bleach-blond locks have now become common sights in public, while more traditional women wear the hijab or chador.

The trend, which has grown more visible in recent months in Tehran and other major cities, now extends to all generations to varying degrees.

Some women are also sporting tighter clothing and outfits that expose their shoulders, legs and midriffs, much to the dismay of conservatives who decry such "nudity" in public.

Hard to 'put the genie back'

Boroumand said enforcement of the mandatory hijab varied across the country and that authorities were still closing down businesses deemed to have failed to enforce the rule.

Authorities earlier this month arrested two people who organised a marathon event on Iran's Gulf island of Kish, viral images of which showed dozens of women running bareheaded through the streets. They also shut down a cafe that served as the start and finish point.

Arash Azizi, a postdoctoral associate and lecturer at Yale University, told AFP that "the regime has given up on harshly enforcing mandatory hijab but it has not at all given up on it as a principle yet".

"It would be a grand ideological concession that it is not prepared to make. We still see places closed down and even people fined and arrested due to lax hijab. But the regime knows that it will be very difficult to put the genie back in the bottle."

Other recent incidents have also gone viral on social media: the grand opening of a mall in Tehran, for instance, saw young people dancing and swinging their arms to a DJ's beats.

And a match this month in Iran's second football division was unusual not just for the presence of women -- albeit in a segregated area of the stadium -- but for the fact that many were bareheaded, brandishing scarves of the home team.

Even the office of Khamenei, in power since 1989, came under fire last month from some ultraconservatives after it published in its newspaper a photo of Iranian woman Niloufar Ghalehvand, a pilates instructor killed during the Israeli attacks, wearing a baseball cap rather than hijab.

A design week exhibition at Tehran University saw bareheaded women mingling freely amid boldly experimental art exhibits.

But it closed down early after objections from clerics in a sign of the authorities' readiness to hit back.

'Very real risk'

Hardline judiciary chief Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei recently warned of a new crackdown, saying that intelligence agencies had been instructed to identify and report "organised currents promoting immorality and non-veiling", adding authorities would take action against those involved.

Khamenei on Dec 3 defended the hijab in an address, saying Iranian women who respect Islamic dress "can progress more than others in all areas and play an active role both in society and in her home".

Nobel Peace Prize winner Narges Mohammadi, who had steadfastly refused to wear the hijab in public since her release from prison on medical grounds in December 2024, was arrested on Dec 12 along with dozens of other activists at a memorial ceremony for a lawyer who was found dead earlier this month.

"There is a very real risk of a renewed and harsher crackdown," said Boroumand.

Campaigners warn that while the images of coffee shops and concerts can give the impression of freedom, repression has been cranked up in recent months in the wake of the war against Israel.

The arrest of Mohammadi was just the latest of a prominent dissident figure. There have also been more than 1,400 executions so far this year -- hundreds more than in 2024 -- and groups including the Bahai, Iran's biggest non-Muslim religious minority, are experiencing increased persecution.

"We are seeing an escalation of repression elsewhere, not a trade-off," said Bouroumand.

The mandatory hijab has been key to Iran's Islamic system and a response to what the authorities have traditionally termed "Gharbzadegi", or the "West-toxification" of Iran under the shah.

But the issue is a subject of division within the political establishment inside Iran, with less-hardline figures such as President Masoud Pezeshkian maintaining that women cannot be forced to wear the hijab.

"Khamenei insists on it but the future leadership of the regime, after he passes, will likely have to formalise what's already de-facto and give up on mandatory hijab," Azizi said.
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                                The Royal Thai Army has rejected Cambodia's accusations that Thai forces are waging a war of destruction, insisting that Thailand targets only military objectives and holds Cambodia responsible for any damage to historic sites used as military bases.
The response followed an infographic aired by Cambodia's state television around 1pm on Thursday, alleging that Thai forces were conducting indiscriminate attacks that damaged infrastructure such as roads, bridges and key buildings, as well as harming World Heritage sites and historically significant monuments.

Thai army spokesman, Maj Gen Winthai Suvaree, dismissed the allegations as false and a distortion of facts. He stressed that Thai operations are strictly confined to military targets, supported by evidence that can be presented at an appropriate time.

Maj Gen Winthai said that any impact on ancient sites is Cambodia's responsibility, as those locations have been used for military purposes against Thailand, which nullifies their protected status under international principles.

He reiterated that Thai strikes were precise and limited to necessary areas, ensuring no harm to uninvolved civilians. "Operations are conducted under international law and humanitarian principles, avoiding indiscriminate destruction," he insisted.

Maj Gen Winthai added that the overall situation remained aligned with operational plans, with no cause for concern at present. Most key military objectives outlined by the army have already been achieved.

Only a small number of remaining objectives require particularly cautious operations to minimize losses on the Thai side, in line with the army chief's directives.

Current priorities include securing the border along designated Thai operational lines and dismantling Cambodian military capabilities deemed a threat to Thailand.

"Despite some obstacles, the overall outcome remains positive for Thailand," said the spokesman.

[image: Ta Kwai temple located in Phanom Dong Rak district, Surin province, amid the ongoing conflict between Thailand and Cambodia. (Photo: Army Military Force Facebook)]
Ta Kwai temple located in Phanom Dong Rak district, Surin province, amid the ongoing conflict between Thailand and Cambodia. (Photo: Army Military Force Facebook)
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                                The Thai military has destroyed a Cambodian rocket arsenal near Poipet and intensified the blockade of oil and warfare-related supplies to Cambodia by sea.
RAdm Surasant Kongsiri, spokesman for the Ministry of Defence, said on Thursday evening that at 11.15am, Thailand blocked a Cambodian weapon buildup at a warehouse outside Poipet, opposite Sa Kaeo province. This movement followed the transport of weapons by Cambodian troops to Poipet starting at 5pm on Wednesday.

AM Jackkrit Thammavichai, spokesman for the Royal Thai Air Force, reported that the air force destroyed a logistics centre used to gather BM-21 rockets outside Poipet. Cambodia had used these rockets against both Thai military personnel and civilians, he said.

"Before the attack, the Thai armed forces conducted intelligence to confirm it was a military target. We observed trucks loading BM-21 rockets at the facility and its vicinity," AM Jackkrit explained. "Thus, we are confident that the target warranted an attack. There were no civilians present."

"I again emphasise that the operations of the Thai armed forces focus solely on military targets. Our actions are based on national defence and humanitarian principles. We attack targets only when necessary and proportional to the threats, clearly distinguishing military targets from civilian locations."

The attack was a response to Cambodia firing about 100 BM-21 rockets into Thai territory on Wednesday evening, referring to the incident in Sa Kaeo.

Maratee Nalita Andamo, deputy spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, confirmed on Thursday evening that all Thais stranded in Poipet were safe.

Thai navy blocks vessels to Cambodia

Navy chief-of-staff Adm Thadawut Tadpitakkul said the Thai Maritime Enforcement Command Centre (Thai-MECC) has blocked Thai vessels from entering the waters off the eastern provinces of Chanthaburi and Trat to prevent them from delivering oil and warfare-related supplies to Cambodia.

The Defence Council has also expanded control measures to more seaside Thai provinces, including Chumphon, Prachuap Khiri Khan, Phetchaburi, Chon Buri and Rayong.

"The measure targets only Thai vessels to disable the military capabilities of Cambodia," said Adm Thadawut, who is also the Thai-MECC secretary-general.

Thai-MECC spokesman, RAdm Jumpon Nakbua, warned Thai vessels and fishing boats to avoid the waters near Cambodia, as they could face indiscriminate attacks, including drone strikes.

Threats in the area also include GPS jamming and spoofing, which could cause accidents for mis-navigated vessels, he added.

The conflict stems from a territorial dispute over the colonial-era demarcation of their 800-kilometre (500-mile) border and a smattering of ancient temple ruins situated on the frontier.


	Related: Chinese special envoy to renew Thailand-Cambodia mediation
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                                KYODO -- Japan's top government spokesman on Thursday expressed concern over images posted online of the winner of a beauty pageant and some lawmakers in Finland showing them pulling back the corners of their eyes, a gesture widely regarded as racially offensive to Asian people.
Chief Cabinet Secretary Minoru Kihara also said at a press conference that Japan expects the Finnish government to "appropriately respond" to the matter, which has been dubbed the "slanted eyes" scandal by Finnish media.

Kihara made the remarks a day after Finnish Prime Minister Petteri Orpo apologised to Japan over "insulting" posts by some parliamentarians and pledged to fight against racism in a statement posted on social media by the Nordic nation's embassy in Tokyo.

The controversy arose after the pageant winner Sarah Dzafce was seen in an online post making the gesture, with the image going viral and leading to her being stripped of her Miss Finland title.

The punishment led some members of the far-right Finns Party to share similar photos on social media, apparently to show solidarity with Dzafce. The Finns Party is part of the ruling coalition.

Orpo said that the posts "do not reflect Finland's values that put emphasis on equality and inclusion". The Finnish embassies in China and South Korea have also released similar statements on social media.

[image: Miss Universe Finland 2025, Sarah Dzafce, was stripped of her title after mocking Asian facial features with a slanted-eye gesture in a social media post.]
Miss Universe Finland 2025, Sarah Dzafce, was stripped of her title after mocking Asian facial features with a slanted-eye gesture in a social media post.


              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/3159180/japan-demands-response-from-finland-over-beauty-queens-slanted-eyes-photos



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  US to sell weapons worth over $11 billion to Taiwan                

                Japan ruling party executive Hagiuda to visit Taiwan, hopes to meet Lai
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                                KYODO -- The United States said Wednesday it has approved a potential sale of weapons and related equipment worth more than US$11 billion to Taiwan, at a time when the self-governing democratic island faces increased military pressure from China.
The US package covers eight weapons systems, including the High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems, known as HIMARS, and Javelin anti-tank missiles, according to the Defence Security Cooperation Agency, which notified Congress of the plan following the State Department's decision.

The plan triggered an angry reaction from China, which views Taiwan as its own territory and has not ruled out the use of force to bring the island under its control. Beijing said Thursday it "strongly opposes and condemns" Washington's approval of the arms sale.

Taiwan's Defence Ministry said the total value of the proposed sale is about $11.1 billion. In a statement, the ministry expressed "sincere gratitude" for the US decision.

The weapons sale announcement is the second and the largest of its kind since President Donald Trump returned to office in January after his first four-year term through 2021. Taiwanese officials said the approval represents the largest single arms sale authorisation across both the first and second Trump administrations.

Taiwan Presidential Office spokeswoman Karen Kuo said the arms sale announcement once again highlighted "the close Taiwan-US partnership" and fully demonstrated the importance Washington attaches to Taiwan's defence needs.

She stressed peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait and in the Indo-Pacific are "indispensable to the security and prosperity of the international community," pledging that the self-ruled island will continue to deepen its partnerships with the United States and other like-minded countries.

[image: In this photo taken on March 06, 2022, US military personnel stand by a M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) during Saudi Arabia's first World Defence Show, north of the capital Riyadh. (File photo)]
In this photo taken on March 06, 2022, US military personnel stand by a M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) during Saudi Arabia's first World Defence Show, north of the capital Riyadh. (File photo)



In addition to 82 HIMARS and more than 1,000 Javelin missiles, the package includes 60 self-propelled howitzer systems and related equipment valued at over $4 billion.

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Guo Jiakun said at a press conference the planned US weapons sale to the democratic island "disrupts peace and stability" across the Taiwan Strait and "sends a seriously wrong message" to separatist forces seeking Taiwan independence.

Guo said Beijing urges Washington to "immediately cease its dangerous actions of arming Taiwan," claiming they will "only push the Taiwan Strait toward the danger of war."

The US announcement came as Trump seeks to maintain a relationship with Chinese President Xi Jinping for the sake of economic cooperation, and as he has avoided addressing sensitive topics in the US-China relationship such as Taiwan.

In 1979, the United States switched its diplomatic recognition from Taiwan to Beijing. But under the Taiwan Relations Act, Washington remains committed to unofficial ties with Taipei and is allowed to assist the island in maintaining a sufficient self-defence capability.

"The proposed sale will improve the recipient's ability to meet current and future threats by enhancing the self-defence of its forces," the US agency said, adding it will "not alter the basic military balance in the region."

Japan's high-ranking official hopes to meet Lai in Taiwan

Japanese ruling Liberal Democratic Party executive Koichi Hagiuda will travel to Taiwan from Sunday and is seeking a meeting with President Lai Ching-te, a source familiar with the matter said Thursday.

The executive acting secretary general plans to visit Taiwan for three days. The trip comes amid heightened tensions between Japan and China following Takaichi's remarks on the self-ruled democratic island.

[image: Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi speaks during a press conference after the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec) summit in Gyeongju, South Korea, on Nov 1, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)]
Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi speaks during a press conference after the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec) summit in Gyeongju, South Korea, on Nov 1, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)



On Nov 7, Takaichi said in parliament that a Taiwan contingency could be a "survival-threatening situation" for Japan that may lead to action from the country's defence forces in support of the United States.

This angered China as Beijing regards Taiwan as part of its territory and insists that the Taiwan issue is purely an "internal affair."


	Read more: Japan to go panda-less as zoo pair set for China return
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                Mastermind behind website lives in Dubai, say police
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                                Nineteen Indian nationals have been arrested at a residence in Pattaya, Chon Buri, where they operated a website selling contraband goods, according to the Immigration Bureau.
Investigators discovered that the suspects worked as administrators and had been living together in a rented luxury house in tambon Nong Prue of Bang Lamung district, Pol Maj Gen Panthana Nuchanat, deputy chief of the Immigration Bureau, said on Thursday.

Police did not specify the types of items sold on the website.

The mastermind behind the business, identified only as Manit, resides in Dubai. He sent henchmen, led by a 40-year-old Indian known as Sunil, to rent a house in Thailand as their operational base. 

A search of the house resulted in the arrest of 19 Indians, and police seized multiple devices used for running the business.

The suspects face charges of overstaying their visas and working in the kingdom without permission, authorities said.

[image: A police officer inspects the computers used to operate the illegal website at a house in Pattaya, Chon Buri province, on Thursday.]
A police officer inspects the computers used to operate the illegal website at a house in Pattaya, Chon Buri province, on Thursday.
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                New Zealander who rose to fame at CNN counted Bangkok Post among his early workplaces
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                                Peter Arnett, the Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter who became one of the world's foremost war correspondents, died on Wednesday at age 91, according to US media reports.
He had been suffering from prostate cancer, the reports said.

Arnett, who won the 1966 Pulitzer Prize for international reporting for his coverage of the Vietnam War for The Associated Press, rose to international fame in a decades-long career covering conflicts from Vietnam to El Salvador to the Gulf.

He broke onto the international scene as a wire-service correspondent in Vietnam from 1962 until the war's end in 1975, dodging bullets as he accompanied troops on missions.

He was among the last reporters in Saigon as it fell to the communist-backed North Vietnamese.

Arnett stayed with the AP until 1981, when he joined CNN and would soon rise to broadcast stardom.

In 1991, Arnett landed in Baghdad for the outbreak of the first Gulf War, where he interviewed then-president Saddam Hussein.

His live front-line broadcasts -- in some cases relayed by mobile phone -- would make him a household name.

He resigned from CNN in 1999 after the network retracted Operation Tailwind, a report Arnett had narrated claiming deadly Sarin nerve gas had been used on deserting American soldiers in Laos in 1970.

He went on to cover the second Gulf War for NBC and National Geographic.

Arnett left NBC in 2003 after giving an interview to Iraqi state television in which he was critical of the US military's strategy.

Arnett was born on Nov 13, 1934 in Riverton, New Zealand. He began his career as a reporter working for a local newspaper, the Southland Times, before moving to Thailand.

During his early career in Southeast Asia, he was a junior reporter at the Bangkok Post under the stewardship of co-founder Alex MacDonald. He later became an associate editor and reporter for the English-language Bangkok World, before joining the AP in 1961. 

In 1995, he published his memoir, Live From the Battlefield: From Vietnam to Baghdad, 35 Years in the World's War Zones.

Arnett, who was a naturalised American citizen and had lived in Southern California since 2014, is survived by his wife, Nina Nguyen, and their children, Elsa and Andrew, US media said.
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                                BEIJING -- China on Thursday split off a Belgium-sized island with an economy comparable to a mid-ranked country from the mainland for customs processing, part of a bid to join a major trans-Pacific trade deal and establish a new Hong Kong-style commercial hub.
Officials hope that turning the southern province of Hainan into a duty-free zone will spur foreign investment, with goods that achieve at least 30% local value-added able to move on into the world's second-largest economy tariff-free. 

Foreign firms will also be able to operate in service sectors that are restricted on the mainland. 

China is also seeking to boost its free-trade credentials to convince members of one of the world's largest free-trade deals, the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), that it can meet the bloc's high standards for trade and investment openness through pilot projects such as the Hainan Free Trade Port.

China's Vice Premier He Lifeng called on local officials to "build Hainan Free Trade Port into a vital gateway leading China's new era of opening up to the world," during a speech at the port. 

The project was a "major strategic decision" taken by the ruling Communist Party "with an eye to the overall situation at home and abroad," China's economy tsar said. That appeared to be a reference to US President Donald Trump's tariffs, which have pushed policymakers to diversify China's US$19 trillion economy from the world's top consumer market and take steps to further consolidate the manufacturing juggernaut's role in global supply chains. 

China's leaders have made reversing a drop in investment a priority for next year, seeking to shift the economy from its current reliance on stimulus toward a dual focus on consumption and investment to stabilise growth in the near-term, while officials evaluate undertaking painful structural reforms needed to rebalance the economy long-term.

Foreign direct investment into China fell 10.4% year-on-year in the first three quarters of 2025, official data shows.

If liberalisation succeeds in Hainan, economists say policymakers may feel emboldened to expose more of China's economy to market forces.

China's free-trade test case

"The benchmark is something similar to Hong Kong," said Ran Guo, director for Consumer Economy at the China-Britain Business Council, who has been tracking the plan's developments for the past five years.

"In addition to boosting Hainan's tourism sector, the plan should also encourage more foreign investment and manufacturing," she added.

"Hainan also serves as a logistics and trading hub for China towards Southeast Asia, which carries an important strategic role."

Hainan's gross domestic product (GDP) stood at $113 billion last year, official data shows, the equivalent of the world's 70th largest economy, according to World Bank data. Even so, it is far short of Hong Kong's $407 billion economy.

"The Hainan model basically offers managed liberalisation that will be great for reintegrating supply chains, yet it lacks the legal system and financial openness Hong Kong boasts," said Xu Tianchen, senior economist at the Economist Intelligence Unit.

The island will also have to compete with Southeast Asia and Japan, Xu added, making success far from guaranteed.

Trade negotiators also doubt how seriously CPTPP members will view the Hainan project, noting that membership in the bloc requires opening up the entire economy - something China has yet to demonstrate, no matter how large Hainan is. 

"CPTPP members are looking for nationwide steps that accession partners are prepared to take, along with a track record of compliance with other trade agreements," one Western diplomat said off the record, citing Beijing's recent trade tensions with Japan amid a feud over Taiwan.
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                                The Thai military has destroyed a Cambodian rocket arsenal near Poipet and intensified the blockade of oil and warfare-related supplies to Cambodia by sea.
RAdm Surasant Kongsiri, spokesman for the Ministry of Defence, said on Thursday evening that at 11.15am, Thailand blocked a Cambodian weapon buildup at a warehouse outside Poipet, opposite Sa Kaeo province. This movement followed the transport of weapons by Cambodian troops to Poipet starting at 5pm on Wednesday.

AM Jackkrit Thammavichai, spokesman for the Royal Thai Air Force, reported that the air force destroyed a logistics centre used to gather BM-21 rockets outside Poipet. Cambodia had used these rockets against both Thai military personnel and civilians, he said.

"Before the attack, the Thai armed forces conducted intelligence to confirm it was a military target. We observed trucks loading BM-21 rockets at the facility and its vicinity," AM Jackkrit explained. "Thus, we are confident that the target warranted an attack. There were no civilians present."

"I again emphasise that the operations of the Thai armed forces focus solely on military targets. Our actions are based on national defence and humanitarian principles. We attack targets only when necessary and proportional to the threats, clearly distinguishing military targets from civilian locations."

The attack was a response to Cambodia firing about 100 BM-21 rockets into Thai territory on Wednesday evening, referring to the incident in Sa Kaeo.

Maratee Nalita Andamo, deputy spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, confirmed on Thursday evening that all Thais stranded in Poipet were safe.

Thai navy blocks vessels to Cambodia

Navy chief-of-staff Adm Thadawut Tadpitakkul said the Thai Maritime Enforcement Command Centre (Thai-MECC) has blocked Thai vessels from entering the waters off the eastern provinces of Chanthaburi and Trat to prevent them from delivering oil and warfare-related supplies to Cambodia.

The Defence Council has also expanded control measures to more seaside Thai provinces, including Chumphon, Prachuap Khiri Khan, Phetchaburi, Chon Buri and Rayong.

"The measure targets only Thai vessels to disable the military capabilities of Cambodia," said Adm Thadawut, who is also the Thai-MECC secretary-general.

Thai-MECC spokesman, RAdm Jumpon Nakbua, warned Thai vessels and fishing boats to avoid the waters near Cambodia, as they could face indiscriminate attacks, including drone strikes.

Threats in the area also include GPS jamming and spoofing, which could cause accidents for mis-navigated vessels, he added.

The conflict stems from a territorial dispute over the colonial-era demarcation of their 800-kilometre (500-mile) border and a smattering of ancient temple ruins situated on the frontier.


	Related: Chinese special envoy to renew Thailand-Cambodia mediation



[image: Trucks containing petrol are stranded at Chong Mek checkpoint on the Thailand-Laos border as Thailand halts fuel shipments to Laos amid fears they are being diverted to Cambodia, following deadly clashes between Thailand and Cambodia along a disputed border area, in Ubon Ratchathani province, Thailand, on Monday. (Photo: Reuters)]
Trucks containing petrol are stranded at Chong Mek checkpoint on the Thailand-Laos border as Thailand halts fuel shipments to Laos amid fears they are being diverted to Cambodia, following deadly clashes between Thailand and Cambodia along a disputed border area, in Ubon Ratchathani province, Thailand, on Monday. (Photo: Reuters)
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                                The Bank of Thailand is calling on the Ministry of Finance to control gold trading after a surge in transactions helped drive up the value of the baht, governor Vitai Ratanakorn said on Thursday.
Mr Vitai also left the door open to another interest rate cut to help the anaemic economy if needed, after the benchmark one-day repurchase rate was cut to a three-year low of 1.25% on Wednesday

The baht has gained 9.1% against the dollar so far this year to become Asia's second-best performing currency, adding to the problems of Southeast Asia's third-largest economy, which has been struggling with multiple challenges like US tariffs, high household debt, a border conflict with Cambodia and political uncertainty ahead of elections on Feb 8.

Gold trading flows have become a significant driver of currency movements, Mr Vitai told a business forum.

"On days when the baht strengthens sharply, gold trading transactions account for about half of the flows pushing the baht up," he said.

The combined value of gold trading conducted via digital applications of 15 large local traders on some days is equal to around 50% of Thailand's GDP, he said.

"It is quite concerning that such a huge volume, controlled by a small number of gold traders, could affect the overall economic environment after already impacting the baht," Mr Vitai said.

"The central bank is doing everything it can, expanding all measures as far as possible. We have the Foreign Exchange Act, but it doesn't cover the gold trading business. There needs to be someone to regulate the gold trade."

No tax on gold transactions

The central bank has said there are no plans to impose a tax on gold trading at the moment. Traders have opposed such a move, warning it would hammer the sector.

Mr Vitai also said the central bank would not impose taxes on capital inflows or outflows in another measure to tackle the baht's rapid appreciation.

"We can't use overly drastic measures, such as imposing taxes as we did in 2010, which caused the market to crash immediately, or banning inflows and outflows," he added.

Mr Vitai reiterated that the central bank is taking action on the baht, with the aim of reducing volatility rather than dictating the baht's value.

The currency was trading on Thursday afternoon at 31.48 to the US dollar, marginally stronger than the day before and close to a four-year high.

'Travel rule' touted

Mr Vitai also called for Thailand to adopt the "travel rule", which some countries use to monitor cross-border money flows and prevent money laundering and terrorist financing. It requires financial institutions to share information about the sender and receiver during virtual asset transactions.

The rule was established by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), an intergovernmental organisation that sets global standards to combat money laundering and related crimes. It applies to a wide range of institutions including banks, virtual asset service providers (VASPs), money service businesses and even some non-financial businesses. 

Under the travel rule, institutions must transmit details such as the sender's name, account number, address and identification, along with similar recipient data, during fund transfers or virtual asset transactions. This creates an auditable trail to combat money laundering and terrorist financing. 

Mr Vitai said the travel rule would enable Thai regulatory agencies to monitor money flows more efficiently and could serve as another tool to support the management of baht movements in an appropriate manner.

'Not a lot of ammunition left'

While pledging readiness to cut interest rates further if necessary, Mr Vitai said Thailand's monetary wiggle room was limited following five cuts totalling 125 basis points since October 2024.

"We are ready to cut rates further if needed, but there's not a lot of ammunition left," he said, adding that very low rates would affect savings and would have little effect on inflation.

Some economists are expecting another reduction at the next rate review on Feb 25.

Despite negative inflation, Mr Vitai said Thailand is not yet facing deflation, adding that structural issues will require targeted measures beyond rate cuts. The central bank will introduce loan guarantee schemes next week to spur credit and investment.

The central bank forecast the economy to grow 2.2% this year and 1.5% next year. Last year's growth was 2.5%.

Fiscal and monetary policies are moving in step, Mr Vitai said, citing his close coordination with caretaker Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas.

"I'm lucky to have a close relationship with the finance minister. Monetary and fiscal policies are well coordinated. The finance minister has never interfered in matters related to the policy interest rate," he added.
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                                SAMUT PRAKAN - An overpass collapsed onto two vehicles, killing one of the occupants, after being struck by a dump truck on Thursday morning, causing heavy traffic congestion along Bang Na-Trat Road.
Rescuers from the Ruam Katanyu Foundation were urgently dispatched to the scene in tambon Bang Phli Noi of Bang Bo district.

The incident occurred at 9.15am on the Bangkok-inbound lane at the kilometre marker 34 of Bang Na-Trat Road, also known as Debaratna Road, the traffic news outlet FM91 Trafficpro reported.

Local news media reported that an 18-wheeler dump truck had lifted its carrier, which struck the overhead crossing, causing part of it to collapse.

The concrete structure fell onto the front of the dump truck and onto the hood of a pickup truck carrying eggs travelling beside it. The 59-year-old pickup truck driver was found dead at the scene, rescuers said.

The dump truck driver, 65, sustained minor injuries and was transported to a nearby hospital. He was taken into custody for questioning and would face charges, according to police. (Story continues below)

[image: Photo: Fire and Rescue Thailand]
Photo: Fire and Rescue Thailand



Two cranes were deployed to remove the collapsed overpass section from the road, and it took about three hours for normal traffic to resume.

Highways Department director Piyapong Jiwattanakulpaisarn said the damaged section was about 16 metres long.

The pedestrian bridge was designed to withstand vertical loads, he explained, but when it was hit by the truck the structure could not bear the lateral force.

The initial construction cost of the overpass was about 10 million baht. Civil engineers would have to inspect the damage and assess if it needs to be demolished entirely to build a new one, Mr Piyapong said.
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                                Cambodia is increasingly firing rockets and shells at Thai civilian areas along its border with Thailand and the Thai military has vowed to do its best to stop it.
On Wednesday alone, Cambodia fired over 120 rockets from its BM-21 launchers at civilian targets in the eastern province of Sa Kaeo, according to Rear Adm Surasant Kongsiri, spokesman for the Ministry of Defence Ministry.

"Many civilians' houses were damaged. ... It is cruelty for Cambodia to be aiming at civilians," he said at the daily briefing on Thursday.

Cambodia fired heavy weapons at the Sam Ta area in Si Sa Ket province at 3pm on Wednesday and a Thai soldier was killed there, he said.

At 4pm on Wednesday, more than 1,000 rai of Thai farmland was burnt after BM-21 rockets were fired into Ban Nong Chan and Ban Nong Ya Kaeo, two contested villages in Sa Kaeo that have been flashpoints for numerous confrontations in recent months.

At 6pm on Wednesday, more Cambodian heavy weapons struck Ban Nong Chan and another Thai soldier was fatally hit by shrapnel. The death toll of Thai soldiers from 11 days of fighting now stands at 21.

19 key battlefields

Col Richa Suksuwanon, deputy spokesman for the army, said the intensity of Cambodian attacks varied depending on the battlefield and objectives.

He said the Thai military now held control of four out of 19 key battlefields along the 800km frontier. They were Hill 677 in Ubon Ratchathani, Sam Ta in Si Sa Ket, and the Chong Kana and Chong Chom-Chong Pler-Chong Rayi communities in Surin province.

"Clashes were heavy at the Ta Khwai temple ruins (in Surin) where there is an important strategic location, which is Hill 350. Many Thai soldiers were killed there including two soldiers whose bodies have not been retrieved," Col Richa said.

Intense clashes were also reported in the eastern province of Sa Kaeo, in Ban Klong Pang, Ban Nong Chan and Ban Nong Ya Kaew.

Thailand and Cambodia have been firing artillery shells and rockets at each other as each side attempts to take control in the three areas, Col Richa said.

"Hundreds of BM-21 rockets were fired, not at soldiers, but at farmland and civilian areas. This is not right and we will surely retaliate," he said.

"Thailand will do its best to destroy the fire support and military bases that increasingly aim at Thai civilians whose hardship is escalating. The army will disable the military capabilities of Cambodia and stop the damage to civilians."

In Trat, meanwhile, the navy retook Ban Nong Ri village after several days of fighting and found many anti-tank mines that had been modified to be anti-personnel ones, said Lt JG Napasakorn Thepso, assistant spokeswoman for the Royal Thai Navy.

The Chanthaburi and Trat Border Defence Command reported that 16 such mines had been found at a warehouse and many more were spotted in its vicinity.

The possession of anti-personnel mines violated international laws, said Lt JG Napasakorn.


	Related: Border residents pay price as conflict drags on
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                                While governments and military officers trade accusations, civilians along the Thai-Cambodian border are paying the real price of conflict.
Border tensions have persisted since July when Thai soldiers were injured by landmines and ammunition in Ubon Ratchathani province. Since then, flare-ups in fighting have forced local residents in border communities to live in constant fear, anxiety and psychological strain.

At the heart of the conflict lies a decades-old territorial demarcation dispute, particularly around Preah Vihear temple, which both nations claim. Differing interpretations of boundary lines on official maps have repeatedly fuelled tensions, often erupting into military confrontations.

In December, clashes escalated again after Thai authorities accused Cambodian forces of firing indiscriminately into a hospital and Thai residential areas -- an act Thailand described as a violation of the Kuala Lumpur Peace Accords, a bilateral peace declaration.

Despite diplomatic engagement and mediation efforts involving third countries, the situation remains fragile and vulnerable to further escalation.

Although the dispute may appear political or territorial, its consequences are felt most acutely by those living closest to the border. In recent incidents, local residents were abruptly warned to evacuate their homes amid fears of potential attacks. Many were gripped by panic as the sounds of heavy gunfire forced them to flee unsafe areas.

Some residents and their pets were unable to evacuate in time, leaving neighbourhood bunkers as their only refuge during the fighting. Beyond the threat to life, homes, vehicles, shops and farmland have also been placed at risk, adding to the stress and uncertainty faced by border communities.

In Sa Kaeo province, reports said Sakda Chimmala, an 82-year-old monk, died on Dec 10 after suffering acute heart failure triggered by the shock of nearby gunfire.

In Si Sa Ket, Dorn Patchapan was killed after his home was hit by shrapnel from a BM-21 rocket fired from Cambodia.

Dorn's death has been the only civilian death attributed directly to the fighting since the latest round of hostilities began on Dec 7. But the Thai military has said 15 other civilians have died because of traffic accidents related to border clashes, or had fallen ill and could not get access to medical treatment because of fighting in the area.

[image: Many residents live in a bunker in Sa Kaeo province on Dec 11. (Photo: Petprakai Hansiri)]
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As a precaution, authorities ordered the closure of schools and hospitals in seven frontline provinces -- Ubon Ratchathani, Si Sa Ket, Surin, Buri Ram, Sa Kaeo, Chanthaburi and Trat.

Safety is not the only concern for families; the conflict has also placed growing economic pressure on their daily lives. With markets closed and farmland left untended, families that once relied on cross-border trade or daily wage labour now struggle to secure even basic income.

The situation has worsened living conditions, making it increasingly hard for households to afford daily meals. Small business owners are struggling with financial pressure as tourism declines, while agriculture has also been severely affected, with farmers unable to work safely in high-risk areas.

For many families, the growing economic strain is not just a temporary setback but an ongoing battle for stability and survival.

But the impact reaches far deeper than lost income, touching the emotional lives and social bonds of the people who must endure the conflict each day.

Constant exposure to gunfire, repeated evacuations, and uncertainty of when violence may recur have created deep emotional stress, particularly among children and the elderly. In addition, villagers face overwhelming pressure when forced to relocate to emergency shelters.

Over time, these pressures contribute to long-term mental health challenges, leaving many residents anxious, isolated and uncertain about their future. For those living closest to the conflict, the damage is not only physical or economic, but also a steady breakdown of the social and emotional stability that sustain everyday life.

In Aranyaprathet district of Sa Kaeo province, local residents spoke of the deep personal impact of the conflict.

Fear and hardship

Jinna Khunsaeng said prolonged hostilities have left civilians trapped between fear and hardship.

"I wanted a decisive military response to reclaim Thai soil, but local people are struggling to continue their work because of the fear of being shelled," he said. "Prolonged conflict only increases the burden on civilians."

Another resident, Witchayacha Hansiri, described her ordeal during the fighting.

"I was terrified. I never thought I would have to take shelter in a bunker," she said. "The explosions kept me awake all night. I decided to stay behind to guard my home, and evacuating with small children is extremely difficult."

For many residents, these accounts reveal a harsh reality. Apart from political statements and military standoffs, it is ordinary people in border communities who bear the heaviest and most enduring burden of the conflict.

As the conflict drags on, it continues to leave deep scars on affected communities, reshaping not only their safety and livelihoods but also sense of stability and well-being. While either side may claim strategic gains, civilians remain the true victims.
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                                China is sending a special envoy to Thailand and Cambodia to renew its attempts to restore peace between the two Southeast Asian nations.
Deng Xijun, special envoy for Asian affairs, will travel to Cambodia and Thailand on Thursday to conduct mediation, the Foreign Ministry in Beijing said in a statement.

"China is closely following the ongoing border conflict between the two countries. In its own way, China has been working actively for deescalation," said the statement, which was also released by the Chinese embassy in Bangkok.

Mr Deng's trip also comes as Cambodia's use of Chinese weapons comes into focus, following reports that the Thai military seized a large number of Chinese-made anti-tank missiles from Cambodian soldiers.

The embassy quoted the Chinese foreign affairs ministry as saying that China engaged in "normal defence cooperation" with both Thailand and Cambodia, and that it neither targeted any third party nor had anything to do with clashes along the border.

While Mr Deng has travelled to the two countries at least twice to seek mediation, Thursday's visit is his first since the so-called Kuala Lumpur Peace Accords were signed.

The agreement was signed by the Thai and Cambodian prime ministers in the presence of US President Donald Trump and Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, in his capacity as the chair of Asean.

Mr Trump recently spoke with the two premiers -- Anutin Charnvirakul and Hun Manet -- and urged them to abide by the accord and get back to negotiating a peace deal.

Clashes along the 800-kilometre border resumed earlier this month, including Thai airstrikes on Cambodian military targets. More than two dozen people have been reported killed, including 21 Thai soldiers and 12 Cambodian civilians, and over half a million people have fled the area because of the fighting.

China has engaged with both sides since the start of the violence, but has kept a much lower profile than the US as Beijing generally avoids publicly intervening in conflicts, beyond seeking to facilitate discussions.

Mr Anwar said on Wednesday that he had been in contact with the Thai and Cambodian leaders as well, and that both told him they want to resolve their border clashes as soon as possible.
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                                Meta has released its latest Adversarial Threat Report, outlining large-scale efforts to combat online scams across the Asia-Pacific (Apac) region and address the growing threat of AI-enabled criminal activity, while working closely with law enforcement agencies in multiple countries.
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In an exclusive Zoom interview with the Bangkok Post from the United States, David Agranovich, Meta's Director of Security Policy, said the company's biannual report highlights major global developments in scams, influence operations and abuses increasingly driven by artificial intelligence.

A key focus of the report is the dismantling of criminal networks, many originating from Cambodia, that impersonated government officials and police to defraud victims across Apac, including Australia, Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam.

The report also underscores the growing scale and sophistication of cross-border scam networks in the region. According to Meta, operations have expanded significantly in both size and complexity, with criminals increasingly attempting to move victims onto encrypted messaging apps and alternative payment channels. They use stolen or fabricated identities designed to appear locally credible, while scaling their operations through scripted playbooks and automation.

Mr Agranovich said such tactics are consistently observed in Australia, Singapore and India, where impersonation scams and investment fraud remain the most frequently reported threats. AI has been used to enhance scam effectiveness across Apac, particularly through deepfake videos featuring the likenesses of public figures -- a trend most prominent in Australia and India -- alongside mass personalisation of victim outreach.

"While Meta is responding with advanced behavioural detection systems and suspicious conversation alerts, we have also put new AI safety measures in place, including Llama Firewall and the Rule of Two framework for AI agents, to protect people using our services," Mr Agranovich said.

He added Meta has supported arrests by Singapore police linked to organised scam networks as part of broader cooperation with regional law enforcement agencies. The company has also invited nearly 500,000 public figures to enrol in Meta's facial recognition programme to reduce impersonation, a problem particularly prevalent in Australia, Singapore and India.

At the same time, Meta has removed large numbers of fake accounts and worked with law enforcement agencies, financial institutions and cross-sector partners through initiatives such as the US Department of Justice's Scam Center Strike Force.

Between January and October, Meta removed more than 6,400 Facebook accounts and pages for violating policies related to fraud, scams, and dangerous individuals or organisations, Mr Agranovich said. The network originated in Cambodia and impersonated government officials and police from the United States, Australia, Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam.

"The investigation represents an effort to disrupt criminal networks, with a particular focus on so-called 'recovery' or 're-scam' schemes that impersonate authorities," he said. "These scams target users who have already been victimised, falsely promising to recover lost funds."

The report says criminals in Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam used logos and materials designed to appear official, including insignia, badges and images of uniformed officers. In some cases, they adopted authoritative-sounding but fictitious names such as "Cyber Crimes Investigations Service" or "Counter Fraud Alliance".

Such groups posted publicly or joined Facebook groups and online forums where victims were seeking help, then persuaded them to move conversations to chat apps and charged various fees under the pretext of investigations or refunds, which never materialised.

Threat response

Mr Agranovich outlined four key pillars guiding Meta's approach to countering cyber threats.

The first is building platform resilience to make Meta's systems more resistant to malicious actors, including through expanded use of facial recognition to prevent criminals from exploiting images of public figures. He said the expansion of this technology has doubled Meta's ability to detect and remove such scam advertisements.

The second pillar focuses on empowering users through tools, controls and education. On Messenger, Meta is testing advanced scam detection that warns users when a new contact sends suspicious messages. Users can submit such messages to AI for analysis and, if identified as a scam, receive guidance on blocking or reporting the account.

The third pillar involves disrupting and deterring malicious networks on and off Meta's platforms through in-depth investigations and automated detection to identify and remove entire scam networks. In 2025 alone, Meta removed more than 134 million scam advertisements and, in the first half of the year, disrupted nearly 12 million accounts linked to criminal scam centres. User reports of scam ads have fallen by more than 50% over the past 15 months.

The fourth pillar centres on collaboration with the broader defender community, including industry, governments and law enforcement, to share intelligence and publish investigative findings. Cooperation with Singapore police, for example, led to the disruption of an illegal online gambling network, arrests and the recovery of more than US$175,000 (5.5 million baht) for victims.

Mr Agranovich also highlighted new defences against AI-driven threats, noting that criminals have used AI to create deepfakes for fake job offers and romance scams.

Meta, however, is also deploying AI to protect its platforms.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3158725/meta-targets-aidriven-scams-in-asia



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Election Commission rules out postponing election                

                Border fighting will not hinder poll
              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: Election Commission rules out postponing election]
                      
                                          

                  

                                The Election Commission (EC) has ruled out postponing the general election planned for Feb 8, next year, despite clashes along the Thai-Cambodian border, saying it has contingency plans in place to ensure voting can proceed as scheduled.
Even though the border situation has inevitably affected the lives of displaced residents, eligible voters and election officials in those provinces, it would not necessarily disrupt the election process, EC secretary-general Sawang Boonmee said on Wednesday.

"We want the election to take place on the scheduled date. We have management plans in place and will rely on cooperation from voters," Mr Sawang said.

He added that fighting along the border would not hinder the poll, although the declaration of martial law there could require further assessment depending on its scope and substance.
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Asked whether polling stations could be set up at evacuation centres, Mr Sawang said the EC was still evaluating options. Arrangements could include transporting voters to polling units or sending mobile polling stations to displaced voters.

Mr Sawang dismissed speculation that the election could be delayed if violence escalated on Polling Day.

"Once the election has been announced officially, it means we are confident it can be held.

"Even if unforeseen incidents occur, they will not affect the process, as we are operating under special-area and special-situation management frameworks permitted by law," he said.

In fact, he said, three major political events are scheduled early next year: local administrative organisation elections on Jan 11, the general election on Feb 8, and a national referendum on drafting a new constitution. Planning was underway for each.

The referendum date will depend on a formal cabinet decision, which the prime minister must announce within 15 days, he said, adding the referendum could be held on the same day as the general election.

Meanwhile, the EC disclosed the five parties receiving the biggest annual state subsidies for 2026 out of 71 registered parties.

The People's Party will receive the largest allocation at 96.78 million baht, followed by the United Thai Nation Party with 13.11 million baht, the Pheu Thai Party with 12.20 million baht, the Democrat Party with 10.03 million baht, and the Thai Sang Thai Party with 3.93 million baht.
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                                The education sector is facing a turning point as school closures -- once limited -- are increasingly signalling a systemic crisis.
The latest shutdown of Patai Udom Suksa School, a well-known large private school operating for 55 years, marks what many see as a wake-up call.

The school succumbed to a severe decline in tuition payments, with more than 60% of parents unable to afford fees, compounded by the country's sharply falling birthrate.

Sector under pressure

Supaset Khanakul, president of the Association Board of Coordination and Promotion of Private Education (APPE), warns that if closures accelerate to 80-90 schools a year, urgent reform will be unavoidable.
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At the moment around 30-40 schools close each year, or close to 1% of the total, which authorities consider manageable. But this figure masks deeper structural stress.

Before the Covid-19 pandemic, many private schools invested heavily to improve facilities and programmes, hoping to keep pace with Thailand's objective to raise education standards by the 2028 PISA assessment.

Investments in English Programmes (EP), native-speaking teachers, and infrastructure averaged 100 million baht per school -- yet the financial return has been modest at just 15-20%.

"New generations of school owners may find other business sectors more profitable," said Mr Supaset. "Many family-run schools simply have no successors willing to take on the burden."

Unlike public institutions, private schools must cover all operating and staff expenses -- making them particularly vulnerable when enrolment dips.

"When student numbers fall, revenues collapse immediately while fixed costs remain," he added. "We need government-backed safeguards or we will face a domino effect."

Private school advocates raise these concerns through provincial education boards, urging coordinated responses before more schools collapse under financial pressure.

Financial squeeze

Usa Somboon, of the International School Association of Thailand, said the pandemic revealed the importance of forward-looking planning.
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Schools must regularly evaluate macro-level shifts -- demographic changes, economic cycles, the advance of AI -- and create reserve funds to support households during hardship.

Today, the impact of economic strain is clearer than ever. Many families once committed to private schooling are turning to lower-cost options because affordability now outweighs aspiration.

But Ms Usa says the student's environment matters more than the school's brand.

"A child can succeed anywhere when supported by family, discipline, and motivation," she said, noting some of the strongest students come from modest backgrounds where education remains a household priority.

She also witnesses innovation emerging across schools of all sizes -- especially in rural areas -- where dedicated leaders and teachers collaborate to build strong early-learning foundations.

"When school leadership and teachers align with a shared mission, young children develop curiosity, confidence, and well-rounded growth," she said.

Public schools

While the spotlight often falls on private institutions, public schools are facing similar demographic pressure.

Education Minister Narumon Pinyosinwat says declining birthrates have undermined operational efficiency -- particularly in rural areas where student populations have dwindled below viability thresholds.
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As of January this year, 15,234 small public schools remain (out of 29,082 nationwide); 75 have been permanently closed; 26 more are pending closure this year; and alarmingly, 346 schools have no students enrolled.

Many schools lack principals, active teachers, or staffing support, while others still retain salary budgets despite having no students.

Yet closures in the public system are far more complex. Communities view schools as a shared asset, and some resist government attempts to consolidate institutions.

"Schools do not belong only to the state -- they belong to the community," Ms Narumon said. "We must build understanding before we proceed."

Adapting to change

As Patai Udom Suksa prepares to shut its gates, nearby institutions have begun absorbing its learners.

One of them, Prangthip Kindergarten and Day Care, will admit Patai students from Kindergarten 1 and 2 beginning May 2026 based on capacity under a first-come-first-served basis.

Prangthip Kindergarten itself opened 55 years ago and entered the English Programme model in 2000, reducing student numbers from 500 to 222 while improving teacher-to-student ratios.

Each class now accommodates 25 children supported by one English teacher and one Thai teaching assistant.

"We are in discussions with families and providing transition guidance," said school manager Panuchanard Thongchua.

Prangthip plans to introduce a Thai Plus programme -- a Thai-curriculum option for students wishing to continue in Thai public education later.

If 15-20 applicants express interest, the programme could launch next semester using current staff and facilities.

Ms Panuchanard said small class size remains central to financial stability and education quality: "We have never expanded beyond our means. Our teachers are focused, well-trained, and not overburdened."

[image: Panuchanard: Small class sizes key]
Panuchanard: Small class sizes key



The school recruits selectively to ensure academic continuity if competition intensifies.

A major structural challenge stems from regulations that prohibit schools from suspending or expelling students who fail to pay tuition, especially at kindergarten and primary levels.

As food prices and utilities rise, many schools operate at a loss, carrying unpaid obligations through to the end of the year.

This leaves financially fragile schools trapped between legal obligations and unsustainable deficits.

Student rolls, tech collide

Thailand's dramatic birthrate decline -- now among the fastest in Asia -- suggests the school-age population will keep shrinking for decades.

Meanwhile, AI-driven educational models are projected to reshape teaching, learning assessment, and staffing in the coming years.

Both forces could disrupt early-education business models: fewer students means lower revenue for private schools; more technology equates to higher investment needs with unclear returns; quality pressure translate into increasing expectations from parents; and schools that cannot adapt may exit the market sooner than expected.

Moment of reckoning

The latest closures illustrate the education sector is entering a new era -- one where sustainability depends on innovation, prudent financial planning, and government support that extends beyond public schools.

Families are adjusting rapidly, prioritising affordability amid economic uncertainty. Schools, in turn, must balance quality care for young learners with real-world financial constraints, according to experts.

Whether Thailand chooses proactive transformation or lets market pressures run their course, one conclusion is increasingly clear -- school closures are no longer isolated events; they are symptoms of a deeper crisis in the nation's demographic and economic future.

Last straw

An ageing society may be a prime conduit of private school closures, but it is far from the only culprit. A growing number of closures are tied to younger-generation owners who lack the will or interest to continue their parents' education businesses.

Many long-established private schools -- including well-known names such as Udom Suksa School in Lat Phrao and Patai Udom Suksak School in Laksi, both of which recently announced shutdowns -- were built and run by families.

These schools thrived when classrooms were full and student numbers guaranteed strong revenue. But as Thailand's birthrate plummeted, families inheriting these businesses found themselves at a painful crossroads.

"I spent sleepless nights thinking about it over and over. In the end, the cons won and I decided to pull the plug," said the young owner of a family-run kindergarten on Bangkok's eastern outskirts.

She requested anonymity to avoid alarming her staff as she prepares to close the decades-old school founded by her parents.

She plans to give executives and teachers one year's notice after the next term ends. "Oh boy. That will kill me," she said, wiping away tears.

Her school has several hundred kindergarten and primary students.

To stay profitable, each classroom needs at least 42 students -- a figure easily met when the country enjoyed steady population growth.

Today, that number has dropped to barely 30, while fixed costs such as maintenance and salaries continue to rise.

She also struggled with inherited management structures.

"It took me almost two years to realise it's teamwork or a brick wall," she said, referring to disagreements with long-serving executives hired by her parents.

A restrictive business environment compounds the difficulties.

Schools have limited options to expand or diversify revenue, such as renting out space near the schoolyard.

Competition is fierce, especially for language-focused programmes.

Schools offering weaker foreign-language curricula lose ground quickly, while the top-tier international schools -- well-resourced and more flexible -- dominate the high-end market.
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                                Digital services, health and wellness, and businesses with solid environmental, social and governance (ESG) attributes remain promising next year, according to a survey by the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).
[image: ]


Thanavath Phonvichai, the university's president, said the list of rising and declining businesses is based on economic growth factors and key risks, such as trade wars and global export trends. Although Thailand's exports in 2025 are expected to grow by 11%, next year they are projected to contract by 1% from an inflated base, he said.

In addition, risks related to tourism growth were assessed. Arrivals towards the end of this year have fallen to less than 3 million people per month, which could bleed into early 2026.

Baht appreciation is another factor, as the currency is at 31.50 per US dollar, close to a four-year high.

Flooding risks in southern Thailand also require urgent rehabilitation and assessment of which provinces are affected to prevent impacts in the first quarter of next year, said Mr Thanavath.

The outlook excludes the Thai-Cambodian border conflict and political factors such as the election scheduled for Feb 8.

Election-related spending, estimated at 40-60 billion baht, is expected to deliver a brief lift to the economy, Mr Thanavath said.

If a new government is formed quickly, he added, it could facilitate passage of the fiscal 2027 budget and help stimulate the economy in the second half of next year.

The survey used input from various business operators, while taking into account the status of Thai businesses and economic risk factors, including imports and exports, credit data, production and consumption.

The assessment is based on Thailand's economic outlook for 2026, assuming GDP growth of 1.6%, exports contracting by 1%, inflation of 0.5%, total investment of 20% of the government budget, and household debt at 84.2% of GDP. Other factors considered include business trends emphasising ESG, health and digital sectors.

According to the UTCC, cloud and cybersecurity services, along with social media and online entertainment, are expected to have the strongest growth prospects in 2026, driven by the expansion of the global digital economy.

The global digital economy has continued to expand, becoming essential for conducting economic activities, noted the survey, resulting in greater reliance on internet-based transactions and creating opportunities for cloud services to grow, supporting information technology platforms.

As cyberthreats have increased, such as data theft targeting government agencies and private organisations for ransom, the sale of personal data and cyberfraud, organisations have increasingly adopted cybersecurity services to mitigate risk.

Future business trends include greater use of artificial intelligence and Internet of Things technologies and a shift towards smart solutions, driving the need to adopt cloud services for processing and storing large volumes of data.

Moreover, the Personal Data Protection Act covers data collection, storage and processing, requiring organisations to strengthen data security measures and hire specialists, noted the UTCC.
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        KIS Reignwood Park Announces THB 10 Million in IB Diploma Scholarships Following Authorisation
        KIS International School proudly announces that KIS Reignwood Park has officially received authorisation to offer the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme (DP), marking a significant milestone in the school's journey and expanding more than 25 years of IB excellence.

      

      
        Regulator eases investment rules for insurance firms
        The Office of the Insurance Commission (OIC) has eased investment restrictions on insurance companies, lowering equity risk charges to allow insurers to invest more in the Thai stock market.

      

      
        China launches $113 billion free-trade experiment on Hainan island
        BEIJING --- China on Thursday split off a Belgium-sized island with an economy comparable to a mid-ranked country from the mainland for customs processing, part of a bid to join a major trans-Pacific trade deal and establish a new Hong Kong-style commercial hub.

      

      
        Bank of Thailand proposes tighter controls on gold trade
        The Bank of Thailand is calling on the Ministry of Finance to control gold trading after a surge in transactions helped drive up the value of the baht, governor Vitai Ratanakorn said on Thursday.

      

      
        Conflict 'not likely to hurt' EEC investment
        The Thai-Cambodian conflict is a short-term factor that will not affect investment confidence in Thailand, particularly in the Eastern Economic Corridor, says EEC secretary-general Chula Sukmanop.

      

      
        Tourist arrivals from Kazakhstan targeted for growth
        Despite a slowdown in visits by tourists from Kazakhstan, the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) still targets at least 5% growth next year, coinciding with strong long-haul arrivals that already set a record high of 10 million this year.

      

      
        Egco allots B30bn for plant expansion
        SET-listed Electricity Generating (Egco), the power generation arm of Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand, is implementing its "Power4" strategy and allocating 30 billion baht to invest in a natural gas and renewable power plant portfolio in Thailand and overseas.

      

      
        Industrial confidence rises slightly
        The Thai Industries Sentiment Index (TISI) climbed to 89.1 points in November, up from 87.3, though entrepreneurs remain cautious amid a strong baht, severe flooding in the South and escalating border tensions with Cambodia, says the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).

      

      
        Initiative offers Line 'Safety Check'
        The Digital Economy and Society (DES) Ministry has joined hands with four government agencies and Line (Thailand) on disaster notification efforts, offering a "Safety Check" feature on the application.

      

      
        Exim Bank advises SMEs to look abroad
        Thailand needs to increase the number of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) that can export goods to global markets to build long-term sustainability in the shipment sector, according to the new chief of Export-Import (Exim) Bank of Thailand.
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                                KIS International School proudly announces that KIS Reignwood Park has officially received authorisation to offer the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme (DP), marking a significant milestone in the school's journey and expanding more than 25 years of IB excellence.

The upcoming academic year, beginning in August 2026, will welcome the first cohort of IB Diploma students at KIS Reignwood Park, joining the well-established IB community at KIS Bangkok, where students have excelled for decades. Since the first graduating Class of 2010, KIS graduates have gone on to achieve remarkable success -- from entrepreneurs and scientists to IB perfect scorers (45/45) and leaders in diverse global industries. 

[image: KIS Reignwood Park Announces THB 10 Million in IB Diploma Scholarships Following Authorisation]




"This authorisation represents much more than a new programme -- it symbolises our shared belief in education that inspires, challenges, and transforms," said Dr Carolyn Mason, Executive Head of School at KIS International School. "KIS Reignwood Park now stands as part of a continuum that nurtures the full IB journey from the first years of learning to graduation and beyond." 
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To celebrate this achievement, KIS International School will award six full IB Diploma Programme scholarships for Grades 11 and 12 worth over THB 10,000,000 -- two at KIS Bangkok and four at KIS Reignwood Park. This initiative continues a proud KIS tradition of making world-class IB education accessible to deserving students. 




Since launching its first scholarship in 2010, KIS has awarded over THB 50 million in scholarships -- reflecting its unwavering belief in giving back to the community. 
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"At KIS, we believe that education should open doors for everyone," said Parich Ruktapongpisal, School Licensee. "Our scholarship programme reflects our mission to create opportunities for talented students who may not otherwise have access to a high-quality IB education. It is about making a lasting impact on lives and shaping the future of learning in Thailand." 




Benefits of the IB Diploma Programme


	Welcomed at top universities worldwide, with strong graduation success (IBO & HESA studies)

	Builds global perspective, empathy and leadership through the IB core

	Flexible academic pathways allowing students to tailor learning to future goals 
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About KIS International School 

KIS International School is recognised as an IB leader in Southeast Asia and among the first IB World Schools in the region. With two exceptional campuses -- a community-sized green campus near central Bangkok at KIS Bangkok, and a state-of-the-art 60-acre campus with world-class day and boarding facilities at KIS Reignwood Park -- KIS offers a place for every learner. 




KIS Bangkok is the first school in the city to offer all four IB programmes: PYP, MYP, DP and CP. The school has also recently launched KISpire, a family inspiration centre supporting children with learning differences, and the KIS Golf Center in Huai Khwang, featuring the latest TrackMan technology. 




Contact 


	KIS International School

	Email: info@kis.ac.th

	[Click here to learn more] 
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                Move could be boon for Thai bourse
              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: Cars and motorcycles are left piled up after having been submerged by the floodwaters in Hat Yai district, Songkhla province, in November 2025. (Photo: Nutthawat Wichaenbut)]
                      
                                              
                          Cars and motorcycles are left piled up after having been submerged by the floodwaters in Hat Yai district, Songkhla province, in November 2025. (Photo: Nutthawat Wichaenbut)                        

                                          

                  

                                The Office of the Insurance Commission (OIC) has eased investment restrictions on insurance companies, lowering equity risk charges to allow insurers to invest more in the Thai stock market.
The move is expected to unlock up to 200 billion baht in additional investment in 2026, while the regulator is preparing to establish a national catastrophe fund to cope with increasingly frequent and severe natural disasters.

Chuchatr Pramoolpol, secretary-general of the OIC, said on Thursday that the regulator is studying details of the proposed catastrophe fund in collaboration with the Thai General Insurance Association and other relevant stakeholders.

The decision reflects growing concerns over climate-related risks, as natural disasters have become more intense and more frequent, said Mr Chuchatr. The fund is intended to be sufficiently large to absorb future risks, he said.

"In 2025, disaster-related losses rose sharply. A single five-minute earthquake caused damages of around 60 billion baht, while flooding across northern and southern Thailand resulted in combined losses of 11 billion baht," said Mr Chuchatr.

The catastrophe fund aims to strengthen the long-term stability of the insurance sector, while providing timely support to affected communities during major disasters such as large-scale floods or earthquakes, he said.

These events often generate losses beyond the capacity of any single insurer and involve risks that are difficult to control.

"Insurance premiums will not be raised, with pricing left to free market competition. Insurance companies must manage risks on their own and should not pass the burden on to the public," said Mr Chuchatr.

He said the OIC remains confident in the sector's financial resilience. All insurance companies have passed stress tests, and there is no need for additional capital injections, said Mr Chuchatr. Capital adequacy ratios across the industry remain at high levels, providing sufficient buffers against potential shocks.

As part of the regulatory easing, the OIC reduced the risk charge for equity investments from 25% to 18%, improving insurers' ability to seek higher investment returns.

The relaxation is expected to more than double insurers' equity holdings, with total investments in equities projected to rise from around 200 billion baht to 400 billion next year.

The Thai insurance industry's total assets tally roughly 4.8 trillion baht. Total insurance premiums are expected to reach 1 trillion baht for the first time in 2026, growth of 3.1-3.2%, in line with Thailand's gross domestic product (GDP) growth.

In 2025, total industry premiums amounted to 960 billion baht, with non-life insurance growing by slightly more than 2% and life insurance around 4%, resulting in an average growth rate of roughly 3.5% year-on-year.

Profitability in the life insurance segment outperformed non-life insurance, as the latter was more heavily affected by unexpected disaster-related losses during the year, he said.

Earlier this week, the OIC held discussions with insurance associations on strengthening regulatory measures to ensure insurance products are sold transparently and in compliance with the law. Three core supervisory priorities were highlighted.

"Consumers are encouraged to carefully review policy details before purchasing, especially key terms such as coverage duration, conditions and any refund or benefit provisions during the policy term," said Wasumadee Wasinon, deputy secretary-general for intermediary supervision and regional insurance at the OIC.

Premium payments should be made strictly in accordance with invoices issued by insurers through designated channels, such as mobile banking, quick response (QR) code payment, or other approved electronic payment systems.

The regulator warned against making cash payments directly to insurance intermediaries, warning that such practices may expose consumers to incomplete coverage or loss of policy protection, she said.
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                                BEIJING -- China on Thursday split off a Belgium-sized island with an economy comparable to a mid-ranked country from the mainland for customs processing, part of a bid to join a major trans-Pacific trade deal and establish a new Hong Kong-style commercial hub.
Officials hope that turning the southern province of Hainan into a duty-free zone will spur foreign investment, with goods that achieve at least 30% local value-added able to move on into the world's second-largest economy tariff-free. 

Foreign firms will also be able to operate in service sectors that are restricted on the mainland. 

China is also seeking to boost its free-trade credentials to convince members of one of the world's largest free-trade deals, the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), that it can meet the bloc's high standards for trade and investment openness through pilot projects such as the Hainan Free Trade Port.

China's Vice Premier He Lifeng called on local officials to "build Hainan Free Trade Port into a vital gateway leading China's new era of opening up to the world," during a speech at the port. 

The project was a "major strategic decision" taken by the ruling Communist Party "with an eye to the overall situation at home and abroad," China's economy tsar said. That appeared to be a reference to US President Donald Trump's tariffs, which have pushed policymakers to diversify China's US$19 trillion economy from the world's top consumer market and take steps to further consolidate the manufacturing juggernaut's role in global supply chains. 

China's leaders have made reversing a drop in investment a priority for next year, seeking to shift the economy from its current reliance on stimulus toward a dual focus on consumption and investment to stabilise growth in the near-term, while officials evaluate undertaking painful structural reforms needed to rebalance the economy long-term.

Foreign direct investment into China fell 10.4% year-on-year in the first three quarters of 2025, official data shows.

If liberalisation succeeds in Hainan, economists say policymakers may feel emboldened to expose more of China's economy to market forces.

China's free-trade test case

"The benchmark is something similar to Hong Kong," said Ran Guo, director for Consumer Economy at the China-Britain Business Council, who has been tracking the plan's developments for the past five years.

"In addition to boosting Hainan's tourism sector, the plan should also encourage more foreign investment and manufacturing," she added.

"Hainan also serves as a logistics and trading hub for China towards Southeast Asia, which carries an important strategic role."

Hainan's gross domestic product (GDP) stood at $113 billion last year, official data shows, the equivalent of the world's 70th largest economy, according to World Bank data. Even so, it is far short of Hong Kong's $407 billion economy.

"The Hainan model basically offers managed liberalisation that will be great for reintegrating supply chains, yet it lacks the legal system and financial openness Hong Kong boasts," said Xu Tianchen, senior economist at the Economist Intelligence Unit.

The island will also have to compete with Southeast Asia and Japan, Xu added, making success far from guaranteed.

Trade negotiators also doubt how seriously CPTPP members will view the Hainan project, noting that membership in the bloc requires opening up the entire economy - something China has yet to demonstrate, no matter how large Hainan is. 

"CPTPP members are looking for nationwide steps that accession partners are prepared to take, along with a track record of compliance with other trade agreements," one Western diplomat said off the record, citing Beijing's recent trade tensions with Japan amid a feud over Taiwan.
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                Governor Vitai Ratanakorn also suggests interest rates could fall further if economy needs a lift
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                                The Bank of Thailand is calling on the Ministry of Finance to control gold trading after a surge in transactions helped drive up the value of the baht, governor Vitai Ratanakorn said on Thursday.
Mr Vitai also left the door open to another interest rate cut to help the anaemic economy if needed, after the benchmark one-day repurchase rate was cut to a three-year low of 1.25% on Wednesday

The baht has gained 9.1% against the dollar so far this year to become Asia's second-best performing currency, adding to the problems of Southeast Asia's third-largest economy, which has been struggling with multiple challenges like US tariffs, high household debt, a border conflict with Cambodia and political uncertainty ahead of elections on Feb 8.

Gold trading flows have become a significant driver of currency movements, Mr Vitai told a business forum.

"On days when the baht strengthens sharply, gold trading transactions account for about half of the flows pushing the baht up," he said.

The combined value of gold trading conducted via digital applications of 15 large local traders on some days is equal to around 50% of Thailand's GDP, he said.

"It is quite concerning that such a huge volume, controlled by a small number of gold traders, could affect the overall economic environment after already impacting the baht," Mr Vitai said.

"The central bank is doing everything it can, expanding all measures as far as possible. We have the Foreign Exchange Act, but it doesn't cover the gold trading business. There needs to be someone to regulate the gold trade."

No tax on gold transactions

The central bank has said there are no plans to impose a tax on gold trading at the moment. Traders have opposed such a move, warning it would hammer the sector.

Mr Vitai also said the central bank would not impose taxes on capital inflows or outflows in another measure to tackle the baht's rapid appreciation.

"We can't use overly drastic measures, such as imposing taxes as we did in 2010, which caused the market to crash immediately, or banning inflows and outflows," he added.

Mr Vitai reiterated that the central bank is taking action on the baht, with the aim of reducing volatility rather than dictating the baht's value.

The currency was trading on Thursday afternoon at 31.48 to the US dollar, marginally stronger than the day before and close to a four-year high.

'Travel rule' touted

Mr Vitai also called for Thailand to adopt the "travel rule", which some countries use to monitor cross-border money flows and prevent money laundering and terrorist financing. It requires financial institutions to share information about the sender and receiver during virtual asset transactions.

The rule was established by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), an intergovernmental organisation that sets global standards to combat money laundering and related crimes. It applies to a wide range of institutions including banks, virtual asset service providers (VASPs), money service businesses and even some non-financial businesses. 

Under the travel rule, institutions must transmit details such as the sender's name, account number, address and identification, along with similar recipient data, during fund transfers or virtual asset transactions. This creates an auditable trail to combat money laundering and terrorist financing. 

Mr Vitai said the travel rule would enable Thai regulatory agencies to monitor money flows more efficiently and could serve as another tool to support the management of baht movements in an appropriate manner.

'Not a lot of ammunition left'

While pledging readiness to cut interest rates further if necessary, Mr Vitai said Thailand's monetary wiggle room was limited following five cuts totalling 125 basis points since October 2024.

"We are ready to cut rates further if needed, but there's not a lot of ammunition left," he said, adding that very low rates would affect savings and would have little effect on inflation.

Some economists are expecting another reduction at the next rate review on Feb 25.

Despite negative inflation, Mr Vitai said Thailand is not yet facing deflation, adding that structural issues will require targeted measures beyond rate cuts. The central bank will introduce loan guarantee schemes next week to spur credit and investment.

The central bank forecast the economy to grow 2.2% this year and 1.5% next year. Last year's growth was 2.5%.

Fiscal and monetary policies are moving in step, Mr Vitai said, citing his close coordination with caretaker Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas.

"I'm lucky to have a close relationship with the finance minister. Monetary and fiscal policies are well coordinated. The finance minister has never interfered in matters related to the policy interest rate," he added.
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                                The Thai-Cambodian conflict is a short-term factor that will not affect investment confidence in Thailand, particularly in the Eastern Economic Corridor, says EEC secretary-general Chula Sukmanop.
Most foreign investment decisions in Thailand are led by the private sector expanding their operations, rather than by government-to-government decisions, Mr Chula said on Wednesday.

Thailand's attractiveness as an investment destination depends mainly on its own preparedness, including clear economic direction and growth, particularly in the EEC, where most investments are in new industries with technologies that can adapt quickly to rapid changes.

He said the EEC has invited representatives of foreign chambers of commerce to reflect on recent investment trends in the EEC.

Under EEC targets, Thailand aimed to attract at least 100 billion baht in actual foreign direct investment into the EEC, rather than figures based solely on applications for investment promotion from the Board of Investment (BoI).

This year, investment in the EEC has already met its 100 billion-baht milestone, with the final figures to be announced early next year.

Looking ahead, the EEC is preparing to expand the area to extend investment capacity by adding Prachin Buri province to the existing provinces of Rayong, Chon Buri and Chachoengsao.

However, this expansion will require approval from the new government after the next election, he said.
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                                Despite a slowdown in visits by tourists from Kazakhstan, the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) still targets at least 5% growth next year, coinciding with strong long-haul arrivals that already set a record high of 10 million this year.
Chiravadee Khunsub, deputy governor for Europe, Africa, the Middle East and the Americas at the TAT, said Thailand faces higher competition from other destinations in the region, particularly Vietnam, which is attracting tourists with attractive pricing and products.

This year, chartered flights from Kazakhstan decreased from the previous year, as direct flights to Surat Thani were discontinued.

The Thai tourism industry remains volatile, attributed to border disputes and global geopolitics, she said.

As of Dec 14, the number of Kazakh tourists this year tallied 152,783, down 15% year-on-year.

This market was regarded as a rising star for Thai tourism post-pandemic, thanks to a visa-free scheme for Kazakh tourists in 2023, which pushed the number to 172,489 from only 50,000 to 60,000 before the pandemic.

Mrs Chiravadee said 2024 was a peak year for Kazakh arrivals with 195,089.

According to the TAT, Kazakh tourists spent 50,000-60,000 baht per trip on average, with a main segment families with children. They mostly opted for beaches, natural attractions and historical places.

Popular destinations for the market include Thailand, Vietnam, China, Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Georgia, Turkey, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates and Qatar.

She said the TAT would continue working with airlines to increase scheduled flights and revive chartered flights to grow the market by 5% -- the same target as the total long-haul market that already exceeded 10 million this year.

Thailand should not compete by offering heavy discounts, but rather adding value through experiences and quality services, said Mrs Chiravadee.

This week Thailand welcomed an inaugural flight from Shymkent to Bangkok operated by SCAT Airlines, with two weekly flights.

Shymkent is the third-largest city in Kazakhstan, with potential to attract more tourists, she said.

This route was among 10 new routes the airline added to its schedule this year, said Andrey Biber, head of routes for SCAT Airlines.

The airline plans to collaborate with other Thai carriers, possibly through interline agreements, to drive Kazakh tourists to other cities in Thailand, he said.

More than 70% of passengers on the route were Kazakh, with 5% Thai and the remainder from other markets such as Europe.

Next year, SCAT plans to open 10 more new routes, such as Tel Aviv, Prague and St Petersburg, said Mr Biber.

The extended network could allow more connections to Thailand via Shymkent, such as from Tel Aviv.

He said the airline will also consider increasing Bangkok flights to four weekly for the winter of 2026.

For December, the airline operates chartered flights to Phuket, comprising two weekly flights each from Almaty and Astana, with plans to double the frequency to four weekly flights in January, said Mr Biber.
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                                SET-listed Electricity Generating (Egco), the power generation arm of Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand, is implementing its "Power4" strategy and allocating 30 billion baht to invest in a natural gas and renewable power plant portfolio in Thailand and overseas.
The company will also continue exploring new investment opportunities in energy-related businesses, aiming to drive long-term growth and enhance power security during the energy transition, said Tawatchai Sumranwanich, president of Egco.

"Given the energy transition spurred by the growing impacts of climate change, the group remains committed to advancing its business and driving sustainable growth," said Mr Tawatchai.

The company's Power4 strategy is designed to strike a balance between strong operating performance, business expansion and becoming a low-carbon organisation, he said.

The strategy comprises four pillars. Profitability and energising performance is meant to enhance revenue and profitability while maintaining financial stability to manage debt ratios and preserve company credit ratings.

The second pillar is power and energy-related focus. Egco plans to prioritise investment in its core power business, with a focus on both renewable energy and natural gas power plants, said Mr Tawatchai.

To drive long-term growth in renewables, the company will pursue investments through mergers and acquisitions as well as greenfield projects, he said.

Investment expansion will target Thailand and six other countries where the company operates, said Mr Tawatchai.

The third pillar is portfolio optimisation, which can be achieved through asset recycling, with proceeds reinvested into new growth businesses, he said.

Finally, proactive organisational excellence emphasises the company's organisational structure and upskilling the workforce with new knowledge and capabilities.

Artificial intelligence (AI) and digital technologies will be integrated into operations to improve efficiency and performance, said Mr Tawatchai.

The company is evaluating the application of AI across its power plants to ensure solutions are tailored to each facility's needs, he said.

Egco is preparing to spend 30 billion baht funding strategic investments in 2026.

Mr Tawatchai said investment will focus on markets where Egco already has a presence, particularly the US, one of its key investment markets over the past five years, as well as Indonesia through investments via CDI Group.

In the US, Egco invested in the 251-megawatt Pinnacle II power plant and increased its stake in Linden Cogeneration to 38%.

Linden Cogeneration is a 980MW gas-fired co-generation facility supplying electricity to New York City.
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                                The Thai Industries Sentiment Index (TISI) climbed to 89.1 points in November, up from 87.3, though entrepreneurs remain cautious amid a strong baht, severe flooding in the South and escalating border tensions with Cambodia, says the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).
FTI chairman Kriengkrai Thiennukul credited the rise to government stimulus measures, particularly the "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme, along with the tourism high season in the final quarter.

"We have entered the high season for tourism, which boosted demand for products such as food and beverages during the Christmas and New Year festivals," he said, noting entrepreneurs have accelerated production to meet rising orders.

Stimulus programmes have bolstered consumer confidence, increased purchasing power and eased living costs, driving consumption of everyday goods.

Trade negotiations also provided support, with government-to-government rice deals securing 500,000 tonnes for China and 100,000 tonnes for Singapore, helping farmers earn more income.

Meanwhile, accelerated budget spending for fiscal 2026, which began on Oct 1, further contributed to the index's rise.

The survey, conducted among 1,356 entrepreneurs across 47 industry clubs, revealed declining concerns about the domestic economy (61%), global economy (56%) and government policies (42%).

However, foreign exchange volatility remains a pressing issue, with exporters disadvantaged by the baht's appreciation.

The Bank of Thailand recently pledged tighter oversight of dollar sales linked to gold businesses to curb the currency's surge.

Flooding in the Deep South, especially Songkhla's Hat Yai district, in late November added to industry woes, damaging factories and households. Losses were estimated at 20-30 billion baht, with potential ripple effects reaching up to 90 billion baht next year, Mr Kriengkrai warned.

The FTI also voiced concern over rising tensions along the Thai-Cambodian border, which have disrupted trade and tourism and displaced more than 500,000 people.

"We support the government and military, and can confirm that no strategic materials such as fuel, construction supplies or essential goods are being exported to Cambodia," he said.
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                                The Digital Economy and Society (DES) Ministry has joined hands with four government agencies and Line (Thailand) on disaster notification efforts, offering a "Safety Check" feature on the application.
The four agencies are the Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation, the Office of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission, the Pollution Control Department and the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration.

The move aims to make it easier for the public to access reliable state warnings about disasters and emergencies, reducing confusion caused by misinformation during a crisis.

Caretaker DES minister Chaichanok Chidchob said the parties signed a memorandum of understanding on the collaboration.

The initiative is part of the ministry's policy to integrate cooperation between government agencies and digital platform providers, he said.

The pact links emergency warning data through a verifiable mechanism and transmits information via channels easily accessible to the public, ensuring a comprehensive warning system ready for nationwide use.

The Safety Check function is expected to immediately pop up on all Line users' menus when a disaster strikes. By clicking it, users can enter information about their location, whether they are safe and what assistance they require.

This data is connected to the ministry's central database.

Mr Chaichanok said government agencies must assist in vetting and filtering the content to prevent the spread of fake news or clickbait, ensuring the public is not unnecessarily alarmed.

"Line was created specifically for disaster management. In Thailand, the Line platform reaches 80% of the population," he said.

This feature is already available in Taiwan and Japan, and was originally planned for a Thailand launch in January 2026. However, due to recent flooding in Hat Yai, related parties were mobilised to make it available sooner.

Following the launch, a system test will be conducted, after which the function will be immediately deployed, said Mr Chaichanok.

The data collected is event-specific and is only for use during the disaster.

Once the disaster and any associated processes (such as compensation/relief) are complete, the data in the raw collection database will be deleted immediately, aligning with Line's own policy on data retention while addressing concerns about data leaks.

Norasit Sittiwejwichit, chief executive of Line (Thailand), said the company has 56 million accounts and is ready to support the government's upgrade of emergency communication via the Safety Check feature.

The feature was originally developed to help people access essential information quickly, accurately and comprehensively during major events.

When a disaster strikes, the system displays an alert banner inside the app based on verified information from relevant government agencies, reducing the risk of misinformation or inaccurate reports.

Users need to update the latest version of Line and they can tap to report their status, which is shown to their Line friends such as family members and close contacts.

The feature is designed to be easy to use, requiring no additional installation or registration, consuming minimal internet data and providing ready-made message templates tailored to different types of incidents.

The feature includes a safety status checklist to help ensure communication during crisis situations is accurate and effective.

"Line does not keep personal data -- it only demonstrates that the user is safe," said Mr Norasit.
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                                Thailand needs to increase the number of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) that can export goods to global markets to build long-term sustainability in the shipment sector, according to the new chief of Export-Import (Exim) Bank of Thailand.
Charat Rattanaboonniti, the bank's president, said Thailand's export growth is expected to slow in 2026, with Exim Bank forecasting growth of about 2%, down from an estimated 13% this year.

"Next year, Thailand's export sector will continue to face the impact of US President Donald Trump's tariff measures, exchange rate volatility, intensifying trade competition and a high base effect," he said.

"Strengthening Thailand's export sector requires increasing the number of exporters."

Over the past decade, the number of Thai exporters remained flat. Moreover, 90% of total export value comes from large exporters -- roughly 5,000 firms -- while the remaining 10% comes from SMEs, numbering 22,000 exporters (out of roughly 3 million SMEs nationwide).

By comparison, SMEs in India account for as much as 45% of the country's total export value, while in Canada the figure is 42%. In Vietnam, a competitor of Thailand, SME exports make up three times the share in Thailand.

In addition, as much as 40% of large companies exporting goods from Thailand are multinational firms or have foreign shareholding, further reducing the number of purely Thai exporters.

Mr Charat said Exim Bank wants to double the number of SME exporters.

Of the 22,000 Thai SMEs that export, around 2,000 are Exim Bank customers.

The bank aims to increase this figure to 4,000 next year by seeking markets or buyers for SMEs, both in existing markets such as the US and China -- especially in mid-sized cities -- as well as in frontier markets such as Africa and the Middle East.

He said SMEs must strive to expand into overseas markets as the domestic market has only 60-70 million people and is an aged society with declining consumption. By expanding abroad, SMEs can access a global market of around 8 billion people.

As for Exim Bank's loan expansion target in 2026, Mr Charat said it will remain at 180 billion baht, the same level as in 2025.

However, the bank plans to increase the proportion of loans aimed at supporting export expansion, unlike this year when most of the lending was working capital loans to enhance exporters' liquidity.

In terms of the baht, he warned exporters, especially SMEs, that they need to be cautious about exchange rate impacts, noting an appreciation of 1 baht will reduce exporters' profits by more than 2%.

If the Thai currency strengthens by 2 baht, profits can fall by nearly 5%, potentially making some export transactions unprofitable.
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																Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's move to dissolve the House early, following a dispute over how much power the Senate should have in forming a new charter-drafting body, may give the impression that efforts to rewrite the constitution have collapsed. However there is still some -- dim -- light at the end of the tunnel.
The fuss resulted from the Bhumjaithai Party's (BJT) about-face as it switched from bidding to scrap the Senate's one-third vote requirement, as stipulated in Section 256 of the supreme law.

Its backtracking hardly comes as a surprise. The party had no will to push for change from the outset. It was just being forced to play along in exchange for the support of the People's Party (PP) so that it could form a coalition last October.

Rewriting the charter was one of the conditions set in the memorandum of agreement (MoA) the BJT signed to gain the PP's endorsement.

In response the PP, which cannot accept any amendment that preserves the Senate's one-third veto power, challenged the embattled prime minister, threatening to call a no-confidence motion against the minority government.

That made dissolving the House early all but unavoidable.

Despite all the doom and gloom, the fact parliament approved the first referendum question, asking voters whether they agree to a new constitution being drafted, means the charter-rewriting process can still go on.

The caretaker government remains legally obligated to proceed under the Referendum Act and it is the duty of the Election Commission (EC), which aligns strongly with the BJT, to fulfil that task.

The EC said yesterday it plans to hold the election and referendum on the same day. The legal timeframes remain a major obstacle, though.

According to the law, a referendum requires a minimum preparation period of 60 days, while the election date, which is now set for Feb 8, falls a few days short of the requirement.

Legally, it is possible to delay the referendum but there are concerns that such a postponement would require additional funding.

Somchai Srisuthiyakorn, a former election commissioner, voiced concern that using an additional budget may risk breaching budgetary constraints given the government's caretaker status.

Conflicting timeframes may pose more issues.

This is not to mention the determination of the conservative old guard to maintain the political status quo by means of the 2017 charter. As in the past, they will no doubt seek to kill the move, at all costs.

This means even if the process is delayed, it will definitely face challenges. Sooner or later, activists will petition the charter court to decide if such a move is constitutional.

Unless the charter court interprets the law by the letter, the referendum and charter reform efforts will continue. But how far they will go, nobody knows. Those hoping for a new democratic chapter to open in the country's history can keep their fingers crossed.
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																The twin cyclones Senyar and Ditwah that struck South and Southeast Asia in November caused unprecedented flooding across the region, with Thailand among the most severely affected.
Hat Yai, in particular, experienced weeks of inundation as more than 1,044 millimetres of rainfall accumulated over five days. The resulting 1.2 to 1.5 billion cubic metres of runoff completely overwhelmed drainage infrastructure, submerged major commercial zones, and disrupted the lives of more than 465,000 residents.

This was far more than a localised disaster -- it marked a critical turning point for Thailand's coastal cities, revealing that the country is entering an era where traditional flood-control systems are no longer sufficient to protect communities from climate-driven extremes.

To address flooding once and for all, Thailand must adopt a multi-layered institutional structure and a nature-positive, research- and data-driven approach aligned with Sustainable Development Goal 11. This represents a pivotal "wake-up call" for the nation.

Hat Yai's history of major floods in 2000, 2010, 2024, and now 2025 highlights a crucial lesson: structural prevention alone is inadequate, given its position directly in the path of natural watershed flows. Following the 2000 flood, significant investment was made in hard engineering, such as levees and diversion canals. Yet, the 2010 catastrophe proved these measures were overwhelmed by increased rainfall intensity and rapid, unplanned urban sprawl into natural floodplains. As urbanisation continues to obstruct waterways, the destructive power of flash floods only grows.

This immediate crisis also exposes a deep systemic vulnerability: a failure to adequately integrate long-term resilience into planning, often relying on outdated methods and fragmented governance. The long-term goal is to restore basin-scale nature function and plan the urban fabric to absorb, adapt, and recover swiftly with multi-level governance.

The three Pillars

Drawing on the latest research and UN-Habitat's City Resilience Profiling Framework, we propose three interconnected pillars for securing Thailand's urban coastline:

The first pillar is the establishment of strong governance systems, data-driven decision-making, and multi-level coordination. Thailand's flood resilience strategy must move beyond an infrastructure-led approach toward a governance- and data-driven preparation framework embedded in the prevention-preparedness-response-recovery cycle at both national and local levels.

Strengthening a national urban policy is essential to institutionalise climate adaptation across planning and budgeting, while improved multi-level coordination can support basin-wide management, such as a proposed southern flood war room for integrated modelling and emergency response. Local risk-intelligence systems, building on models like the Hat Yai Disaster Research Centre, should be expanded to high-risk cities to provide real-time data, predictive analytics, and early warnings with meaningful lead times. Crucially, flood risk information must be translated into accessible public knowledge, supported by neighbourhood-based preparedness planning, municipal investment, and community training, to build trust, confidence, and long-term urban flood resilience.

The second pillar is the restoration of ecological buffers combined with climate-resilient land-use planning. Because Hat Yai sits within a natural floodplain, flooding cannot be fully prevented; it can only be mitigated and managed. This requires reinstating upstream ecological buffers, removing or retrofitting infrastructure that obstructs natural water flow, and enforcing zoning that restricts development in high-risk areas.

That said, municipal authorities must be empowered to enact fast-track amendments to zoning maps when new hazard data becomes available. Climate-risk mapping must be fully integrated into all spatial planning, building approvals, and large-scale development decisions. Thailand should strengthen municipal enforcement capacity under the Town and City Planning Act and ensure that climate-risk assessments are reviewed before approving major developments. Converting strategic areas into multifunctional flood zones -- spaces that function as parks during dry seasons and serve as overflow areas during storms -- can embed climate resilience directly into the urban fabric.

The third pillar is the adoption of water-sensitive urban design supported by mega-scale nature-based solutions. Traditional interventions such as rain gardens, permeable pavements, green roofs, and detention ponds remain essential, but they operate at a scale far too small to buffer runoff volumes measured in billions of cubic metres. Thailand must look upstream to undertake landscape-level restoration. This includes reforesting watershed slopes to rebuild hydrological absorption, rehabilitating wetlands and natural retention plains that act as giant sponges, and restoring river corridors so that channels can store overflow and redirect floodwaters as they were naturally designed to do.

At the city level, decentralised retention -- such as underground tanks beneath schools, public facilities, and major complexes -- can provide significant storage without requiring large land acquisitions. To prevent further increases in surface runoff, nature-based solutions must be integrated into national building codes, land-use regulations, and permitting systems. This aligns directly with Thailand's National Adaptation Plan, which prioritises ecosystem-based and nature-based adaptation as critical tools for reducing climate risks.

Flood Resilience Roadmap

Thailand must commit to long-term watershed recovery and integrated basin management. A 10-year roadmap, backed by an annual dedicated fund, could protect its coastal cities from catastrophic flooding.

These three pillars can be operationalised through a decade-long flood resilience roadmap for Thailand. In the short term (0-2 years), immediate stabilisation measures must be prioritised. Medium-term actions (2-5 years) require expanding basin storage capacity, restoring watershed forests, and introducing mandatory climate-resilient design requirements for new developments to reduce impervious surfaces. Long-term transformation (5-10+ years) requires integrated basin management, updated disaster legislation, and new financing mechanisms.

Srinivasa Popuri is Chief of the UN-Habitat Multi-Country Office for Thailand. Kotchakorn Voraakhom is Chief Executive Officer of Porous City Network. The article is also contributed by Jutamas Kaewsuk, National Programme Officer and Patthiya Gitpot, Local Project Officer, at the UN-Habitat Multi-Country Office for Thailand.
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																'When I was a child, the Kok River and the Mekong were clear and alive. We drank directly from the river. Women and mothers gathered along the banks, hauling in fishing nets fully loaded with heavy fish, which we cooked and ate the same day. We were happy. We lived without fear -- fear of toxins, fear for our health.
"Today, we can no longer use our rivers at all. That happiness is gone. Everything has changed. We live with anxiety -- fear of contamination, fear of illness, fear for our children."

These are the words of Mae Nuansri, 76, recalling how life has transformed since the Kok, Sai, Ruak, and Mekong rivers became contaminated with toxic heavy metals. The source is unregulated mining -- gold, rare earths, and other critical minerals -- operating upstream in neighbouring countries.

For nearly a year, communities along these four rivers in the Upper Mekong Basin have joined forces with civil society organisations, academics, and journalists to call on the government to address a crisis threatening the lifeline of more than one million people. From Tha Ton in Chiang Mai, through Chiang Rai, and down to the Mekong in northern and northeastern Thailand along the Thai-Lao border opposite Vientiane, the message has been clear: the contamination originates from unregulated mining.

Thai authorities, including the Provincial Waterworks Authority, Fisheries Department and Ministry of Public Health, acknowledge the water pollution problem and have responded such as issuing bans on using the river or the consumption of fish. But their actions have focused almost entirely on downstream impacts. Even as the Pollution Control Department (PCD) has conducted 13 river water quality tests and found heavy metal contamination in all 13, Thailand has yet to take a firm stance on addressing the problem at its source, the illegal mines in Myanmar's Shan State.

Even though heavy metal has been detected in the PCD water tests, reports continue to state that contamination levels are "not above safety standards". State bodies have not mentioned the alarming reality -- that heavy mental contamination accumulates.

What matters most is that this is not one-time exposure. Heavy metals accumulate in the body over time. The health impacts may take years to materialise -- particularly among infants, young children or even pregnant women, but when they do, they are irreversible.

Many state bodies have conducted investigations, including parliamentary committees from both the House and Senate, the National Human Rights Commission, and the Mekong River Commission. Despite these efforts, the government still has not made a clear and bold position to confront the root cause of the crisis. Now, contamination has also been detected in the Salween River along the Thai-Myanmar border.

Together with the Hill Area and Community Development Foundation (HADF), I recently travelled to survey mining operations near the headwaters of the Sai River, which flows into the Mekong. From the Thai-Myanmar border ridge in Chiang Rai, we could see vast mountains stripped bare, open-pit mines expanding relentlessly across the landscape. We were told these operations are backed by Chinese business.

Rare earths and critical minerals are often embraced globally as a part of global energy transition. But as a resident living along these rivers, I'd like to ask: how can "clean energy" be clean when its extraction destroys ecosystems and sacrifices the health of millions across an entire region?

We must also ask whether these minerals are truly destined for renewable energy alone -- or whether a significant portion feeds military and security industries.

Countries across the global supply chain -- major investors in Shan State like China, major importers and players in the supply chain such as the European Union, Australia, the United States, and Japan -- must urgently confront their shared responsibility. How will they respond to an environmental crime unfolding in real time, driven by demand they help create?

These mines operate with no environmental safeguards. Their waste flows directly into the headwaters of the Mekong, Salween, and Irrawaddy rivers.

What is happening now is an emergency. It must be stopped.

No one should be allowed to exploit legal loopholes in Myanmar and turn the Mekong, Salween, and Irrawaddy basins into sacrificial zones for the supply chain of global critical minerals.

Stopping pollution at its source must happen immediately -- alongside urgent protection for affected communities and serious commitments to restore poisoned rivers and lands.

This is not only about rivers. It is about justice, responsibility, and the future of an entire region.

Tuenjai Deetes is a former senator from Chiang Rai and a recipient of the 1994 Goldman Environmental Prize.
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																When a US federal judge ruled in late November that Meta does not maintain an illegal monopoly in social media, it was a reminder that even the strongest evidence can look weak when enforcers act too late.
Rejecting the US Federal Trade Commission's narrow market definition, the court instead concluded that Meta, formerly known as Facebook, competes against a broad array of rivals such as TikTok and YouTube. While legal scholars can and will dissect the opinion, the biggest takeaway is that timing matters in dynamic markets, implying that antitrust authorities must develop a preventive approach, rather than relying solely on reactive measures.

The case centred on Facebook's acquisitions of Instagram in 2012 and WhatsApp in 2014, when both were unmistakably competitive threats. Facebook said so itself: internal emails and strategy documents spelt out its intention to copy, acquire, or neutralise rivals, while the firm's leaders explicitly acknowledged the existential threat posed by Instagram. FTC lawyers rarely uncover this type of smoking-gun evidence.

But the case collapsed under the weight of today's market reality. Instead of considering the world as it existed when the mergers occurred, the court (incorrectly) cited the rise of TikTok, Snapchat, and YouTube Shorts as evidence that Facebook lacked monopoly power. But TikTok's success hardly disproves Facebook's earlier dominance, because ByteDance, its parent company, spent vast sums on user acquisition, at one point becoming one of the largest buyers of ads on Facebook, Instagram, and Snap in the United States. A Chinese company with almost unlimited capital breaking into the market is hardly proof of healthy competition.

The flaws in the court's reasoning reflect a deeper problem with litigating consummated mergers: it asks judges to travel back in time and forget what they now know. Questions like "Would Instagram have become this significant without Facebook's investment?" or "What competition might have emerged if the acquisitions had not taken place?" are inherently counterfactual. It is very difficult to measure the impact of competition that never existed.

This suggests that the acquisitions should have been challenged when they were first proposed -- a difficult task, but not as hard as challenging consummated deals. Predicting the future is less formidable than reconstructing the present on the basis of an imaginary past.

The flaws of late enforcement were also on display in the Google antitrust trial. Even as a US federal judge ruled in 2024 that Google had illegally monopolised general-search services, the remedy was softened by the perception that AI chatbots were already reshaping the market. Even the boldest proposed remedies centred less on restoring competition in search and more on ensuring that the next tech frontier remains open.

The same dynamic was evident in the landmark antitrust case that the US federal government brought against Microsoft in the 1990s. Instead of reviving competition in operating systems, where Microsoft's dominance was entrenched, the litigation cleared space for the next generation of companies by preventing Microsoft from extending its monopoly into browsers and apps. Of course, this is a worthy goal. But illegally monopolised markets need not be treated as a fait accompli.

In fast-moving markets, prevention is better than cure, which is why intervening early to block illegal mergers must be the norm, not the exception. Regulators should have prevented Facebook from acquiring Instagram and WhatsApp in the first place, but erred on the side of caution, fearing false positives and believing that the market would self-correct. But that decision has proved impossible to unwind, even though Facebook's acquisition of direct competitors in a competitive market should have been a straightforward win for antitrust authorities -- the very kind of textbook harm the law is designed to prevent.

To their credit, the FTC and the Department of Justice under former US President Joe Biden had begun to develop and use their preventive toolkit. They challenged several mergers (including Nvidia-Arm, Illumina-GRAIL, and Microsoft-Activision Blizzard), examined practices in nascent industries such as AI partnerships, and launched early probes into emerging monopolies in the cloud computing and semiconductor markets. But the pendulum has swung back under Donald Trump's second administration, which has pursued merger settlements, dialled back investigations into AI giants, and revived the myth that tech firms are the guardians of innovation and national security.

It doesn't have to be this way. US antitrust regulators now have stronger merger guidelines and a clearer understanding of how digital markets work. What they need is the political will to act early and decisively.

The same applies to other governments. The most consequential tech mergers are reviewed simultaneously in multiple jurisdictions, and regulators in the European Union and the United Kingdom also have powerful preventive tools, including merger review and market studies. Even just initiating an investigation can create enough friction and uncertainty for parties to abandon a deal, as happened with Nvidia-Arm and Visa-Plaid. Until recently, the UK Competition and Markets Authority, like the FTC and DOJ in the US, was increasing its scrutiny of tech mergers and partnerships, particularly in the AI sector.

But the global scramble to attract AI investment has pushed competition enforcement into retreat. Amid increasing geopolitical turbulence, regulators are forgetting the hard-earned lessons of the platform era and pulling back precisely when they should be applying those lessons to block anti-competitive AI mergers and prevent the emergence of AI monopolies. The result is a classic collective-action problem, even though all it takes is one courageous competition authority to block a global deal and change the trajectory of an entire market.

The Meta decision can seem like much ado about nothing: one case that was too difficult to win despite overwhelming evidence. But viewed in a broader context, it becomes clear that timing makes all the difference in antitrust enforcement. Regulators must learn to flex their preventive muscle to have any hope of taming Big Tech. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Madhavi Singh is Deputy Director of the Thurman Arnold Project and a resident fellow at the Information Society Project at Yale Law School.
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																A few days ago the European Union's Earth Observation programme, "Copernicus", made a special announcement at the end of its monthly report on the state of the climate. It said that the average global temperature for the past three years (2023-2025) has been 1.5 degrees Celsius above the pre-industrial level. That's the level we were warned that we must never exceed.
"For November, global temperatures were 1.54C above pre-industrial," said Samantha Burgess, deputy director of the Copernicus Climate Change Service. "The three-year average for 2023-2025 is on track to exceed 1.5C for the first time." Weirdly, the air-raid sirens did not go off. You couldn't imagine a worse emergency, but not even the fire sirens sounded.

In fact, most traffic was heading in the opposite direction. The United States is completing its withdrawal from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) for the second time). COP30, the annual conference on how well the world is doing at emissions cuts, made almost no progress in Brazil last month, and the final report didn't even mention fossil fuels.

The German chancellor, Friedrich Merz, is urging the EU to soften the 2035 cutoff date for the sale of combustion-engine cars. And worst of all, perhaps, there are attempts to ban even research on direct attempts to hold the heat down. By sincerely concerned people, no doubt, but chopping holes in your lifeboats is rarely a good idea.

There are loonies and fraudsters cavorting around the fringes of the geoengineering question, but the right people to talk to are the climate scientists. Doing two books on climate change (2008 and 2024), I have interviewed over half a hundred climate scientists, and I have seen a slow but steady migration among them towards a pro-geoengineering stance.

It's not that they love the idea. They all understand that the core policy has to be ending emissions of greenhouse gases, primarily carbon dioxide and methane. But they also know that the average global temperature, like many large-scale natural processes, tends to change by sudden great lurches rather than a slow, smooth creep (the technical term is 'non-linear').

Consider, for example, the leap of almost one-third of a degree Celsius in June of 2023. It was not predicted, it gave us all the warming we had been expecting down to the mid-2030s in a single bound, and it has not gone away again. The warming we have caused directly by our emissions crossed an invisible boundary, and suddenly we were at +1.5degC. We still are.

There are bound to be other hidden "feedbacks" up ahead. Indeed, the "never-exceed" average global temperature targets of +1.5degC ("aspirational") and +2.0degC ("deadly serious") were chosen by the IPCC precisely because they hoped that staying below those levels would minimise the risk of triggering events like June 2023. A bit too optimistically, it seems.

If geoengineering can hold the temperature down by even a few tenths of a degree until we get on top of our emissions problem, hopefully within the next 30 or 40 years, that could make the difference between mere misery, expense and upheaval on the one hand, and catastrophic global dieback on the other.

This is the context within which climate scientists are now making their choices. It's a balance of risks, but most of them are reluctantly bringing geoengineering "into the main room of the decision space", as Johan Rockstrom, director of Germany's Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research, put it.

I have never met a climate scientist who thought that geoengineering should be used as a substitute for ending greenhouse gas emissions. The entire conversation is about keeping the warming as low as possible while we work frantically to eliminate those emissions.

A majority of "early career" climate scientists now see geoengineering as necessary and inevitable, while many senior ones are still in transition. Comically, the seniors often have trouble saying the actual word "geoengineering" (because they are recanting previous convictions), but their meaning is clear.

"We have no choice," Prof Rockstrom says. "We are simply so big and so dominant that we now need to drive the vehicle. Currently we are just sitting there and not really recognising that we are the ones with the levers now."
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																Jimmy Lai, the Hong Kong media mogul and China critic, was found guilty on Monday on two counts of conspiracy to collude with foreign forces and one count of sedition under a China-imposed national security law that could see him jailed for life.
The verdict is the latest milestone for a self-made millionaire who refused to be silent after Beijing's crackdown in the wake of Hong Kong's 2019 mass protests and continued to warn against the risks of authoritarianism at home and abroad.

Known for his stocky boxer's build, punchy speech and uncompromising nature, Lai used his fortune to bankroll Hong Kong's pro-democracy movement while his tabloid newspaper, Apple Daily, backed liberal causes and never shied away from criticising authorities until it was shut down in 2021 after police raids.

Those raids came after Beijing imposed a national security law in Hong Kong and arrested Lai soon afterwards, charging him with collusion with foreign forces and sedition.

Speaking before his arrest, Lai told Reuters he would "fight on till the last day".

Lai, 78, has been in custody for more than five years, much of it in solitary confinement, and his health has suffered.

A devout Catholic, Lai has been held in a cell with a small window facing onto a corridor, according to his family. Those close to him say his faith has helped steel his fight in court and against the Chinese Communist Party.

Cardinal Joseph Zen, 93, a prominent pro-democracy advocate and leading Catholic cleric, used to visit Lai in jail.

Lai's rags-to-riches-to-defiance story is emblematic of Hong Kong -- a former British colony returned to Chinese rule in 1997 -- that has long prided itself on its grit and enterprise, but whose enthusiasm for Western liberal values ultimately proved too much for Beijing.

EARLY YEARS

A scrappy youth who eked out a living on the streets of Guangzhou in southern China, Lai fled in 1961 to Hong Kong in the hold of a fishing boat. That penniless teenager went on to run his own factory and build the thriving Asian clothing chain Giordano.

The June 1989 killings of pro-democracy protesters by People's Liberation Army tanks and troops in and around Beijing's Tiananmen Square marked a watershed, pushing Lai increasingly towards activism and journalism.

He founded a weekly, Next Magazine, in 1990, and after Giordano stores in mainland China were blacklisted in the mid-90s over his activism, Lai sold the business and used the proceeds to launch Apple Daily in 1995.

The feisty tabloid mixed stories about crime with sex scandals, horse racing tips and investigations of Hong Kong and China's elite to become an instant success.

Lai penned a column that called Li Peng, China's premier at the time and among those blamed for Tiananmen, the "son of a turtle's egg", a highly offensive term. He later called China's current leader Xi Jinping a "dictator".

"The more information you have, the more you're in the know. The more you are free," Lai said in court.

After taking control of Hong Kong, Beijing promised wide-ranging freedoms and a high degree of autonomy under a "one country, two systems" model of governance. But critics, including Lai, say the ongoing national security crackdown has eroded those pledges.

In 2014, during the "Umbrella Movement", when highways were occupied by protesters for 79 days in a push for full democracy, Lai was among those arrested, although he avoided a jail term.

But in 2019, when millions demonstrated against China's tightening grip on Hong Kong, state media called him a "force of evil, not a hero for democracy".

Lai said at the time: "We have to be flexible and innovative and patient -- but persist."

'POLITICAL PRISONER'

Once listed among Forbes' 40 wealthiest Hong Kong people with a fortune of HK$1.2 billion (4.86 billion baht) in 2008, Lai had his assets and shares in media company Next Digital frozen in 2021, choking off cash flow and leading to its eventual closure.

During his trial, Lai repeatedly referred to himself as a "political prisoner". This drew a rebuke from one of the judges, who said Lai was in court to face a criminal charge. Lai said he had the right to disagree.

While Lai said his fight for democracy was unlikely to end well for himself, he called the sacrifice an "honour".

His family, including six children from two marriages, has supported him throughout.

His wife, Teresa, has attended more than 100 days of court hearings. In October, she was photographed with one of the couple's daughters meeting Pope Leo in St Peter's Square in Rome, wearing formal black attire as concerns grew about Lai's health.

"Our father was strong going in, mentally he still is, but physically he is significantly weaker now," the daughter, Claire, told Reuters. Her father suffered from back and waist pains, diabetes, heart palpitations and blood pressure that was "significantly higher" than a year ago, she said.

"Going to court itself and long trials are hard already, but he was grilled and attacked by both the judges and the prosecution," she added. "All they proved, however, was that my father is a man who loves God, loves truth, loves freedom and loves his family." Reuters

Jessie Pang is a breaking news correspondent at Reuters. James Pomfret is a Special Correspondent for Reuters, specialising in China, Taiwan and Hong Kong.
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																The world is racing towards clean energy. Thailand, blessed with sun and wind, should be surging ahead. Instead, the country is stuck with one of the lowest shares of clean power in the region -- an awkward contrast to its ambitions on paper.
As global demand for electricity jumped by more than 1,050 terawatt-hours in 2024, clean energy took the lead. In Asia-Pacific, it accounted for three-quarters of new power generation.

Clean energy is no longer framed as an environmental gesture. It is now a core economic strategy. And in this new landscape, Thailand's hesitation carries a cost.

On paper, the government's Power Development Plan (PDP) sets an ambitious goal to produce 51% clean energy by 2027 and 74% by 2050. Truth be told, Thailand produced only 15% clean electricity in 2023 -- far below the regional average and far behind Vietnam's 38%.

This is not just "energy statistics". The lack of a clean energy supply weakens the country's appeal to investors who need reliable access to clean power.

Thailand's potential is not the problem. The country has ample sunlight, wind, and, above all, falling costs. Solar prices have dropped more than 80% in a decade and are expected to fall further by 2030.

Wind technology continues to improve through ongoing development. What Thailand lacks is policy coordination and integration, preventing the country from maximising its clean energy potential.

So what is the problem?

Five major plans -- the PDP, the renewable energy plan, the energy efficiency plan, the oil plan, and the gas plan -- are written in silo culture style by separate agencies, with little alignment. This is Thailand's major weakness. The result: a future that looks promising on paper but moves slowly in reality.

The global context has also changed. Having clean electricity alone is not enough. As more solar and wind power enters power grids, countries must deal with new instability. That is why energy storage systems (ESS) have become critical. They store excess daytime solar power and release it when demand surges.

Countries like China and the United States now treat ESS as core energy infrastructure. China requires solar and wind projects to install 10-30% of storage capacity. The United States invests heavily in smart grids that balance supply and demand in real time. Thailand plans to adopt storage seriously only after 2032, obviously too late for a fast-moving global market.

Electric vehicles (EVs) help make the power system more stable. They cut transport emissions and can lighten the load on the grid. With "vehicle-to-grid" (V2G) technology, EVs can even send electricity back when it's needed. With smart charging and the proper setup, they become a key part of the energy system.

But even with clean electricity and supporting technologies, heavy industries -- steel, cement, petrochemicals -- cannot easily cut emissions. This is why many countries are investing in carbon capture, utilisation, and storage (CCUS) and green hydrogen to close the final gap.

The United States, through its Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), offers tax credits of up to US$85 (2,675 baht) per tonne of captured carbon to spark CCUS investment. Japan has a national hydrogen strategy to turn hydrogen into a new energy source for heavy industry and the transport sector.

Thailand, however, has no clear policy framework for CCUS or hydrogen, even though the Global CCS Institute reports that the Gulf of Thailand could store up to 8.4 billion tonnes of carbon and could position itself as a regional hub for hydrogen in the future.

Thailand has all the pieces for a clean-energy system. Sun and wind are here. Technology is available. The market is ready. What is missing is a way to connect these dots in order to move these prospects in the same direction. The clean-energy transition won't work if agencies keep working in isolation and if businesses and the public still have no say in shaping policy.

The ongoing revision of the PDP is an opening. It is the biggest opportunity in years, not only to adjust targets but also to reset Thailand's energy planning to catch up with global reality and make room for new technologies and new players.

To complete Thailand's clean-energy puzzle, the country should act quickly on four fronts.

First, integrate all national energy plans under a central body with real authority, shared goals, and common long-term indicators. Cut overlapping work and set clear priorities.

Second, upgrade the power system so it can absorb new technologies. Treat ESS and EVs not as add-ons, but as core parts of the future grid, with faster rollout timelines.

Third, create markets and financial incentives that make CCUS and hydrogen investments worthwhile, helping Thailand move from a user of technology to a developer.

Fourth, establish an open, transparent policy process that includes local communities, industry, and the public from start to finish. The clean-energy transition cannot rely solely on the government.

Thailand will not reach its clean-energy ambitions through sunlight and wind alone. The real test is whether the country can align its plans, technology, and people towards the same goal.

Fail, and the opportunity slips away. Get it right, and the clean-energy puzzle clicks into place, unlocking a stronger, more competitive Thai economy.

Areeporn Asawinpongphan, PhD, is a research fellow; Annop Jaewisorn and Korn Amnauypanit are researchers at the Thailand Research Development Institute (TDRI). This article is part of the Energy Transition Leadership Training Programme, funded by the Power Development Fund of the Energy Regulatory Commission. Policy Focus articles from the TDRI appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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																As the border clashes between Thailand and Cambodia drag into a second week, it has become increasingly clear that the fighting has spiralled far beyond any reasonable proportion.
Operating under the dangerous logic that the ends justify the means, Thailand resorted to airstrikes from the earliest days of the conflict, prompting Cambodia to respond with BM-21 multiple rocket launchers. Heavy casualties and widespread destruction have followed. Beyond the toll on flesh and blood, the latest casualty of this conflict is the Ta Khwai sanctuary, an ancient site located in the overlapping area between the two countries.

Just months ago, Thai troops attempted and failed to seize the strategically significant location, which would grant its occupier a military advantage. This time, however, they appear to have met with more success (news reports on Monday said they had retaken the sanctuary). Yet they appear to have made little effort to spare the structure itself. Video clips showing the top of the sanctuary's main tower being blown apart are heartbreaking for anyone who values cultural heritage.

Given the sanctuary's disputed location, attacks on a heritage structure are unlikely to give Thailand any real advantage at the negotiating table. What they do guarantee is lasting damage to Thailand's moral standing. Mayhem is expected in war. What is not expected is the reaction -- or lack of it -- from the Fine Arts Department (FAD). Its failure to issue any formal expression of regret or warning over the loss is deeply troubling and casts Thailand, a country renowned for its cultural sites, in a poor light.

More disturbing still, Fine Arts chief Phanombootra Chandrajoti was among the first to post on Facebook that the damage was "repairable", complete with background music, seemingly to endorse the military operation at the site. Several of his subordinates -- archaeologists and conservationists within the department -- followed suit with similar messages.

For devotees of cultural preservation, such a jubilant tone is callous. It reflects a troubling lack of professionalism from a national agency entrusted with safeguarding the country's cultural legacy.

Mr Phanombootra condemned Cambodian soldiers for taking refuge in the sanctuary, arguing its militarisation placed the ancient structure at grave risk and breached international accords protecting archaeological sites. In a separate incident, Thailand has accused Cambodia of mistreating Preah Vihear by installing anti-drone equipment on a construction crane at the temple.

Yet the finger ultimately points back at Thailand itself. In the end, it too has reduced a sanctuary to ruins. At a later press conference, the Fine Arts chief cited past restoration successes -- Phanom Rung in Buri Ram, Phimai in Nakhon Ratchasima, and Sdok Kok Thom in Sa Kaeo -- assuring the department could restore Ta Khwai regardless of how badly it had been damaged. Such remarks suggest he views the sanctuary primarily as a tourist attraction, not as a sacred site.

The Ta Khwai affair is a vivid example of jingoism carried too far. Under its sway, a state-driven information campaign has encouraged the belief that the sanctuary -- despite standing in a long-disputed area -- unequivocally belongs to Thailand and had to be reclaimed at any cost. That belief lies at the heart of the problem. After all, winning at any cost may not be winning at all.
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																In today's hyper-connected world, information travels at lightning speed -- often outpacing the truth. This rush to premature judgement, fuelled by viral posts and incomplete narratives, can devastate reputations overnight. Individuals, corporations, and even government agencies have found themselves tried in the court of public opinion long before any judicial verdict.
In many cases, only the legal system can separate fact from fiction.

One case that has captured national attention involves the Blackchin tilapia controversy -- a defamation lawsuit between a leading corporation and an environmental activist.

At its core, the dispute raises fundamental questions: Where does the right to protect reputation end and freedom of expression begin? And when does a lawsuit cross the line into a "Slapp" (Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Participation)?

Before diving into the debate, let's be clear: defamation litigation is a legal right, just as anti-Slapp protections are legal rights. Both sides are exercising rights granted under the law.

Reputation is not a luxury -- it is a legal and human right. Article 12 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) explicitly prohibits attacks on honour and reputation, guaranteeing legal protection against such interference.

Likewise, Article 17 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) reinforces this principle globally.

Thai law echoes these protections.

Sections 326 and 328 of the Thai Criminal Code classify defamation as a criminal offence, affirming that individuals and corporations have the right to seek redress when their dignity is harmed. Filing a defamation suit is therefore not an act of aggression -- it is a lawful defence of one's honour.

Freedom of expression is a cornerstone of democracy, but it is not absolute. Falsehoods and malicious claims do not enjoy legal immunity.

Article 19 of the ICCPR guarantees free expression but permits restrictions to protect the rights and reputations of others. Thai law follows suit: Section 329 of the Criminal Code exempts fair criticism and opinions expressed in good faith from defamation liability.

In short, speech is protected when it is truthful, fair, and free of malice -- not when it distorts facts or destroys reputations.

Thai law recognises the risk of lawsuits being misused as intimidation tactics.

Section 161/1 of the Criminal Procedure Code empowers courts to dismiss cases filed in bad faith or with intent to harass -- hallmarks of Slapp suits. This safeguard exists to ensure that activists, academics, and citizens are not silenced by legal bullying, while plaintiffs must act in good faith.

In the current case, the corporation's complaint was filed through official channels, vetted by police and prosecuted by the public attorney -- hardly a rogue action.

The claimed damages of 200 million baht, when weighed against a business worth over 600 billion baht and the scale of reputational harm, appear as a preliminary estimate rather than a scare tactic.

Ultimately, the company must prove actual damage in court.

Conversely, the defendant argues their statements served the public interest, urging policy-level scrutiny of environmental risks -- not defamation. From this perspective, the lawsuit could chill legitimate public discourse. This tension lies at the heart of the Slapp debate.

The term "Slapp" has become a rallying cry in recent years -- sometimes justifiably, sometimes recklessly. While anti-Slapp laws aim to protect free speech, the label is increasingly invoked as a shield for those spreading unverified or distorted claims.

When that happens, a safeguard morphs into an escape hatch from legal accountability.

This trend mirrors Information Operations (IO) tactics, where orchestrated narratives manipulate public opinion. The academic question is stark: Are we defending free expression -- or enabling its weaponisation against truth? Who is really distorting the meaning of Slapp?

Defamation suits can defend reputation -- or suppress debate. High damage claims can signal harassment -- or reflect genuine harm.

Likewise, invoking Slapp can protect civic engagement -- or mask irresponsibility. Freedom must walk hand in hand with responsibility.

Ultimately, these conflicts belong in the courtroom, where evidence -- as opposed to emotions -- sets the standard. The justice system must strike a balance that safeguards rights, deters abuse, and upholds transparency.

In the digital era, that balance will define the future of public discourse.

Thasanai Chaiyakwaeng is a legal professional associated with KSS Law Office, a Bangkok-based law firm. He started his career at Thongbai Thongpao & Associates, a law firm founded by Thongbai, who is a Magsaysay laureate. He served as the Vice President for International Affairs of the Lawyers Council of Thailand Under the Royal Patronage and is a member of more than 10 committees and subcommittees reviewing developing laws and receiving and reviewing grievances.
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																The National Committee on Wildlife Conservation has succumbed to aggressive lobbying by local politicians and supporting groups to remove the red-whiskered bulbul, known as a songbird or nok krong hua jook, from the protected list of wild animals.
The red-whiskered bulbul is not another exotic bird, as it has occupied a special place in the way of life of the deep southern provinces. Because these rare birds are vocal and make unique sounds, they are often entered into singing competitions, driving up their market value and demand.

The price of a crested bulbul ranges from tens of thousands to half a million baht for a bird with good features and a beautiful voice.

Proponents have argued that this perching bird could be reclassified as an "economic animal" to boost income for local communities involved in bird breeding.

Indeed, the army has lent support to the idea, believing that the commercialisation of bird breeding will reduce poverty in restive southern provinces. Local politicians and political parties have promised voters in these provinces that they will remove this bird from the protected list.

In contrast, conservation groups warn that the delisting will put this exotic bird at risk of extinction. The red-whiskered bulbul has already disappeared from much of Thailand's southern forests due to its popularity as a caged bird.

Attapol Charoenchansa, director-general of the Department of Natural Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation (DNP), promises that a special body will monitor the environmental impact of the policy. If the delisting affects the wild species, he pledged that DNP would ask the national committee on wildlife conservation to restore this species to the protected list.

While the promise of the DNP chief sounds practical, it is, in reality, wishful thinking.

First of all, how can the DNP ensure its monitoring system is impartial and free from political interference? How can the DNP ensure that delisting will jump-start investment and trade in breeding, given that it is much easier for poachers to catch birds in the wild?

In reality, bird owners prefer animals caught in the wild. About one million red-whiskered bulbuls are kept in captivity, yet only about 1% are bred in captivity. The vast majority are taken from the wild.

Last week, a conservation network comprising the Bird Conservation Society of Thailand, the Khoi Kham Conservation Club, and the International Alliance Network Association submitted a petition to the committee requesting that this bird be reinstated to the protected list.

If the government wants to jump-start the breeding business, it should improve the permit system and promote captive breeding and trade by launching a crackdown on poaching instead. Eliminating the supply of poached birds is the sustainable way to encourage commercial breeding.

The government needs to find a good balance between conservation and commercialisation. The current decision to delist this rare bird is not that. It is just caving in to the demands of an interest group.

What is more worrying is that this policy will open the door for the DNP to remove other rare animals from protected species listings in the name of poverty reduction and economic growth.
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									An exquisite coastal retreat

									Unparalleled privacy against breathtaking vistas of the Andaman Sea at V Villas Phuket
								

									Though I love being near water, I am not much of a beach person. This is why resorts on Phuket's hilly terrain appeal to me. 
									[image: ]

They offer maximum sea views, including the beach, without the sand getting into and between everything. Perched 39m above Ao Yon Bay, V Villas Phuket offers a secluded retreat surrounded by lush greenery. Right upon arrival, you are immediately whisked away in a buggy to your private villa where check-in formalities are completed with a glass of bubbly. Is there a better check-in process?!

[image: ]
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Each villa features a private infinity pool and 24-hour butler service, accessible via Line or Whatsapp. Having recently added seven new pool villas to the existing 19, the total number of villas available at V Villas Phuket is 26. The new villas include two- and three-bedroom, as well a six-bedroom presidential pool villa, the resort's most luxurious and spacious, which will open in time for the New Year festivities.

[image: ]
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Blending modernist architecture with the serene beauty of the Andaman Sea, V Villas Phuket makes sure it offers the the expansive view of blue, while maintaining utmost privacy. Though if you're more of a green person, there are views of the verdant hillside available.

The three-bedroom sea view villa has two bedrooms and the living room offering stunning views of the bay, along with the pool. The villa overlooks the Andaman Sea and Ao Yon beach, and comes with 9m infinity swimming pool, a ficus tree in the outdoor area and day beds. This is the perfect setting for a bit of work and a bit of play. 

Each bedroom has floor to ceiling glass windows for the stunning view, which is the best thing to wake up to. I mean, one doesn't even have to leave bed to sea blue. The room also has a separate walk-in closet and a bathroom to die for. And by this I mean a double jacuzzi, which is rather lavish. Nothing like your butler drawing you a bath right before bed. I could get used to this level of luxury!

[image: ]

The main building on the property is known as Ocean House and also has Yon restaurant, the main pool and Akoya/Star Lounge. Breakfast is served here and with indoor and outdoor seating, depending on the weather, it is a treat! Apart from offering a spread of everything one might need in the morning, there is also a special local dish on offer, which is always a must-try. Though if you're a fan of the in-room floating breakfasts, V Villas Phuket does not disappoint. 

[image: ]

Apart from the sea views, Yon | Ocean House also dishes up a menu blending European and local flavours. It is also where chef Pisut "Nong" Nahan serves up modern Thai gastronomy as he sees it. Yon also has a piano bar, where there may be live performances while you sip on aperitifs or digestifs. 

[image: ]
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Akoya | Star Lounge features 360deg ocean views, a wine cellar, creative cocktails and bar bites. This is the best place for sundowners and views of the sun going down are simply breathtaking. It's a front row seat to the changing shades of the sky on a clear day... The cocktail menu is inspired by celestial phenomena and are named after them like the fruity Solar Eclipse. The lounge is designed around the lustrous akoya pearl and is also the perfect spot to stargaze on a clear night.

[image: ]

Naturally, wellness is a major part of the resort's offerings. Apart from the usual yoga, the resort also offers meditation classing, singing bowl classes and of course, a string of treatments to calm and soothe the mind and body. Innovative treatments blend science-conscious European and traditional therapies, including natural Andaman pearl powder and wellness formulas.

Once a month, the resort offers a "Blissful Sunday Brunch" and daily afternoon tea served with more than 10 varieties of single-origin tea from Araksa, a luxury artisan tea estate in Chiang Mai. A "Sunset Cruise By Vintage Boat" to explore the Andaman Sea complete with butler service at sunset is also on offer, incase you feel the need to be closer to the water. 

[image: ]

An hour's drive from Phuket International Airport and a short 15-minute hop to Phuket Old Town, V Villas Phuket is where you tower over azure waters in complete serenity and privacy. 
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									New movies out this week: Dec 18-24

									'Dream!' is Thailand's first English-language musical movie
								

									New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

Dream!

Directed by Paul Spurrier.

Who's in it?

Amata Masmalai, Victoria Woodman and Vithaya Pansringarm.

What's it about? 

A young girl lives in the mountains of Northern Thailand. When she is tragically orphaned, she sets out on a lone quest for a new home and family. Her journey will take her across Thailand, and bring many adventures.

Why watch it? 

Thailand's first English-language musical movie.
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The 29th Thai Short Film And Video Festival

The 29th edition of Thai Short Film And Video Festival runs until Dec 21 at the Thai Film Archive. Watch the finalist shorts in various categories and enjoy free screenings of curated short films from various countries.  All screenings are free of charge with subtitles provided. See the full programme at vp.eventival.com/TFF/tsfvf2025 and reserve a seat at fapot.or.th/main/cinema/program/178.
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									Oscars to stream exclusively on YouTube from 2029

									
								

									LOS ANGELES (UNITED STATES) - The Oscars will be shown only on YouTube from 2029, the Academy said Wednesday, in a radical gambit for a movie industry that remains wary of streaming platforms even as viewing habits shift online.
									The new five-year deal means Hollywood's most prestigious awards ceremony will be viewable exclusively online for the first time, ending a decades-long relationship with US broadcaster ABC.

The decision will allow the Academy Awards to reach "the largest worldwide audience possible -- which will be beneficial for our Academy members and the film community," said Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences CEO Bill Kramer and President Lynette Howell Taylor in a statement.

The annual Oscars, which celebrate the year's top achievements in film and draw the world's biggest A-list stars, are regularly watched by around 20 million Americans, and millions more globally.

ABC's latest contract to broadcast the show had been due to end in 2028, with the 100th Academy Awards. The Disney-owned channel will continue to air the Oscars up until then.

But the new deal with Google-owned YouTube represents a bold new direction for the show at a time when audiences increasingly watch all types of content online.

Streamers owned by Silicon Valley firms have lured top talent away from traditional Hollywood studios with massive contracts -- despite filmmakers' concerns that they rarely show movies on the big screen in theaters for extended runs.

Streamers have also gradually gained wider acceptance at the Academy Awards, where Apple won best picture for "CODA" in 2022.

The SAG Awards, another important Hollywood awards gala which recently rebranded as The Actors Awards, have already moved to Netflix.

YouTube accounts for the biggest share of television viewing time in the United States of any streaming platform, dwarfing even Netflix.

"This collaboration will leverage YouTube's vast reach and infuse the Oscars and other Academy programming with innovative opportunities for engagement while honoring our legacy," said the Academy statement.

Financial terms of the new Oscars deal were not disclosed.

Industry website Deadline said "the amount that YouTube was willing to pay didn't make sense for Disney," citing anonymous insiders.

- 'Proud home' -

An ABC Entertainment spokesperson told AFP: "ABC has been the proud home to The Oscars for more than half a century.

"We look forward to the next three telecasts, including the show's centennial celebration in 2028, and wish the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences continued success."

Like Hollywood more broadly, the Oscars have endured a challenging time in recent years, as younger generations' viewing habits shift.

During the Covid-19 pandemic, Oscars ratings sank as low as 10.4 million.

The most recent Oscars were viewed by 19.69 million people -- the highest in five years -- as the ceremony was shown live simultaneously on Disney's streamer Hulu along with ABC.

But the Hulu stream suffered technical glitches that left some viewers unable to see the final prizes.

The Academy Awards telecast regularly topped 40 million just over a decade ago.
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									Revel in Christmas with the Calliope Chamber Choir

									
								

									Calliope Chamber Choir under the direction of Somtow Sucharitkul presents its annual Candlelight Christmas Carol concert on Dec 21 at the Grand Ballroom in the Banyan Tree Hotel.
									This is a genuine, traditional European carol concert by Bangkok's multinational, multicultural Calliope Chamber Choir, which was founded by Somtow.

A staple of English choir culture, the format of Nine Lessons and Carols was solidified by the annual Christmas Eve event at King's College, Cambridge, which is broadcast by the BBC internationally every year. The Bangkok event is essentially the same formula, with carols from the 14th century to the present sung by soloists and choristers. The audience will be able to join in some of them too.

Expect to hear popular favourites like Hark The Herald Angels Sing and take delight in the original version of Silent Night whose melody is subtly different from the one we know and love today.

The selection is a journey through seven centuries, from medieval carols to the latest Christmas pieces written in modern times. As is tradition, there will also be short readings, however, unlike customary readings at the King's College service, each reading will be in a different language with guest readers.

The Calliope Chamber Choir is a small group of singers from a dozen countries who have been performing under Somtow's direction for the last five years. They have performed the Thai premieres of many works, notably the music of Gesualdo and Rachmaninov's All-Night Vigil. Recently, the choir put on the Thai premiere of the Monteverdi Vespers.

Drinks and refreshments start at 6pm, with carols from 7pm. After the carols, bar and food service will continue to the accompaniment of Christmas favourites from the Siam Sinfonietta String Quartet.

Tickets are available via ticketmelon.com.
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									A garden of tomorrow, rooted in heritage

									Now in its 36th year, the Nai Lert Flower & Garden Art Fair imagines a future where art and innovation nurture the natural world
								

									The Nai Lert Flower & Garden Art Fair returns with a tribute to the group's origins. Revisiting its roots, the iconic event will be staged partly inside a hotel for the first time in decades, marking a symbolic homecoming.
									Framed under the theme "Garden Of Tomorrow", this year's fair bridges heritage and innovation, spotlighting collaborations with the Queen Sirikit Museum of Textiles and the Sustainable Arts and Crafts Institute of Thailand.
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The event honours the late Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother's enduring legacy in elevating Thai attire as a symbol of national pride, featuring an exhibition of eight coveted royal costumes. Positioned ahead of the costumes' planned submission for Unesco World Heritage status next year, the showcase stands as both a cultural milestone and a statement on the future of Thai artistic identity.

In an exclusive interview with Life, Naphaporn Bodiratnangkura, vice-president of the Nai Lert Park Association and CEO of the Nai Lert Group, reflected on the beginnings of the family legacy she continues to uphold.

"Initially, [the Flower & Garden Art Fair] was organised by my grandmother, Thanphuying Lursakdi Sampatisiri, at Hilton International Hotel as an indoor event. Today, the flower show takes place on the grounds of Nai Lert Park, which now has a hotel again -- so this year we are expanding back inside as well."

For 36 years, the Nai Lert Flower & Garden Art Fair has honoured Thanphuying Lursakdi's vision of inspiring people to live in harmony with nature through art and culture. By supporting local artisans and charitable causes, the fair demonstrates how tradition, heritage and sustainability can be a way of life -- not just a passing trend -- for Thailand and beyond.

[image: The flower market. photo:]
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At the heart of the fair is the Maze Garden, crafted in the form of the Nai Lert Park logo and inspired by the Buddhist virtue of brahmavihara. Bangkok's first imaginative labyrinth comes alive through "Sculpted Couture", where plant pillars symbolising the four moral virtues -- kindness, compassion, altruistic joy and equanimity -- encircle intricate Thai silk sculptures celebrating the many dimensions of Thai culture.

"My family values beauty and timelessness, which is why Thai silk resonates with us," said Naphaporn. "It should be part of everyday life -- worn or showcased proudly in classic or contemporary forms. I want to encourage people to embrace Thai tradition, modernise it with Thai silk and wear their heritage with pride."

Building on this theme, the Young Designer Exhibition, titled "Timeless Virtues: A Future Bloom", presents sculptural works by students and young creatives from the Faculty of Architecture, Kasem Bundit University. Crafted from wood and brass, the works interpret the Four Sublime States, offering a contemporary perspective on Thailand's religious and cultural heritage.

At the Glasshouse, PTTLNG presents the Miracle Garden, using clean energy to create a cool environment for flowers and fruits that thrive in colder climates, including tulips and exclusive harumiki strawberries. Visitors can join flower-arrangement workshops, enjoy coconut ice cream made using renewable energy, explore locally made basketry and shop sustainable products -- highlighting innovation alongside local craftsmanship.
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Proceeds from the fair, after expenses, will be donated to the HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Proton Center at King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital, supporting paediatric brain cancer treatment through advanced proton therapy -- a highly effective technology with minimal side effects. This marks the second year Nai Lert has supported the centre.

"Treating children with cancer is especially challenging, as conventional therapies affect both healthy and unhealthy cells," said Naphaporn. "That is why I support this foundation and hope to continue doing so -- helping protect the next generation, because the future lies in today's children."

Visitors can explore 18 exhibitions under this year's theme, featuring floral installations crafted from fresh flowers and natural materials in collaboration with partner brands. For the first time, the park will also come alive at night with innovative light shows, a laser-lit maze and interactive illuminated installations reflecting the "Garden Of Tomorrow" concept.

Beyond the exhibitions, a diverse programme of workshops and markets invites visitors to explore offerings ranging from potted plants to luxury goods. From the exclusive Ecole Ducasse Nai Lert Bangkok Studio workshops -- featuring organic cooking classes and flower-infused pasta dyeing -- to cake decoration and more, the fair is designed as a true family affair.

A culinary journey led by the Nai Lert Group's executive chef team includes Ma Maison's reinterpretation of Thai classics using local ingredients; Lady L and Caviar Cafe's contemporary Western cuisine sourced from Thai farms, fisheries and Nai Lert garden produce; and a variety of culinary delights throughout the park.

Guests can also enjoy a special French-Thai zero-waste dinner at L'Artisan Chef's Table from Dec 19-21 (evenings only), alongside the exclusive "Afternoon Tea In Bloom", a limited-edition set available at Aman Nai Lert during the event.

The designer showcase features VASSANA, celebrating Thai heritage while looking to the future. Assoc Prof Dr Vassana Saima and Sawin Saima collaborated with local artisans to craft garland masterpieces from bamboo and brass, inspired by the Ramakien legend.

The friendship between Kesornthamala and Mangkorn Kantha is also highlighted through the use of colour as a symbol of connection. The immersive experience engages all five senses, complemented by bespoke organic fragrances created by Saisalang and SIVA exclusively for the event.

In addition to celebrating Thai culture and craftsmanship, the showcase emphasises sustainability and community. After the event, all artworks will be auctioned, allowing visitors to participate in preserving Thai artistry while supporting the next generation of designers.

"Before the world discovers it, we want Thai people to see it first -- as a celebration of our heritage," Naphaporn concluded.

The Nai Lert Flower & Garden Art Fair 2025 runs from today until Sunday, 10am to 10pm at Nai Lert Park, Soi Somkid, Phloenchit Road. Tickets are 150 baht for adults and 100 baht for children, students and persons with disabilities. Visit facebook.com/nailertflowerandgardenartfair for more information.
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									Discover meaningful art at Illust Fusion Expo in Paragon

									
								

									Myriad Thai artists are offering their creative products during "Illust Fusion Expo Winter 2025", which will take place at Paragon Hall, 5th floor of Siam Paragaon, this Saturday and Sunday, from 10am to 8pm.
									Organised by Anitime, a brand under Enterdock, this year-end event follows the success of the mid-year expo that was hailed as Thailand's most popular and growing marketplace for art and handmade goods.

Held under the concept "Welcome From The Warm Side", the event serves as a special space for discovering meaningful gifts, one-of-a-kind artworks and limited handmade items by 834 artists across 1,150 booths set in a winter atmosphere featuring distinctive colour palettes and designs.

This vibrant marketplace will also present various creative and educational activities including panel discussions and drawing demonstrations by artists and industry experts and an exhibition by Kanis, the illustrator behind the event's official poster.

There will be a New Year card workshop open to the first 500 participants a day, free of charge, and a collaborative board where visitors can leave drawing or heartfelt messages.

The first 7,500 visitors per day will receive exclusive gift sets, which include event postcards and stickers. Also, visitors will stand a chance to win cash coupons worth 100 to 300 baht and other prizes through on-stage activities.

Tickets cost 120 baht (220 baht for a two-day pass) and are only available at the door. For a purchase of a two-day pass, you will receive a 10% discount code to be used on Friendii, the digital art marketplace platform.

Visit if.enterdock.com or facebook.com/illustfusion.
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									Awakening Festival returns to Phra Nakhon district

									
								

									The historic Phra Nakhon district of Bangkok is being illuminated in the dark during Awakening Bangkok 2025, which is running daily from 6pm to 11pm until Dec 22.
									Held under the theme "Lovevercity" by Friday, a lifestyle media brand, in collaboration with Mitsubishi Electric, SangSom and Hom Prung by Bai Hor, this annual light and digital art festival invites everyone to explore the idea that the city is where love begins, in all its forms, through 27 light and digital art installations.

Following the success of Awakening Song Wat 2025 held four months earlier, the festival continues its mission to highlight the role of light festivals in stimulating the night-time economy, attracting people back into the city after dark and revitalising historic neighbourhoods through creative means.
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The event spans four main zones across Phra Nakhon, an area rich in history and the collective memory of Bangkok. The light art in the area invites everyone to walk, reflect and rediscover Bangkok from new perspectives -- as a living city filled with memories and love.

Among the significant landmarks are Pak Khlong Talat market, Yodpiman Market, Yodpiman River Walk and Rajinee pier in Pak Khlong Talat zone; Rommaninat Park in Sam Yot zone; Praisaniyakhan (or the First Post Office Monument) and King Prajadhipok Park in Saphan Phut (Memorial Bridge) zone; and The Old Siam Plaza, Ong Ang canal, Queens cinema and Hom Prung Cafe by Bai Hor in Wang Burapha zone.

The venues can be accessed via MRT Sanam Chai and Sam Yot stations, with free tuk-tuk shuttle services available.

Visit facebook.com/Awakeningfestivals.
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									Kayaki's second branch at Central Embassy

									The Kobkulsuwan siblings' resto empire expands
								

									After its debut at Yard 49 on Sukhumvit 49 this year, Kayaki has opened its second outpost for the deep-pocketed clientele in Central Embassy, a few steps away from its sister restaurant Kanori. 
									[image: ]

The Kobkulsuwan restaurateur sibling trio, Panitan, Paniti and Pavitra, want to bring the yakizakana (grilled fish) experience with premium ingredients to a more convenient location. They own and operate several restaurant brands at Bangkok's prime locations, including Kanori, Kayaki and Kay's Cafe.    

[image: ]

The new branch is designed in a Japanese modern style, blending simplicity with a contemporary touch. The open, airy space offers panoramic city views through floor-to-ceiling glass windows. The new branch features 50 seats and a spacious layout that affords diners a view of the urban landscape. They can also enjoy a meal on the outdoor terrace.

[image: ]

Diners will be seated facing a personal chef and get a show of having their food prepared to medium-rare perfection and served before them. The chef will guide diners on how to savour each piece in the best way and which condiment pairs with each dish. 

[image: ]

To celebrate the new branch, Tenkai (The Art Of Seven Bites) tasting set has been created that brings together Kayaki's favourites and exclusive new items. Chutoro leek, one of Kayaki's best-known signature dishes, kicks off the set with chutoro (the upper belly of tuna) for a moderate melt-in-your-mouth sensation paired with fragrant fresh leeks. 

[image: ]

Next comes Hotate, premium omakase-grade scallops grilled to perfection and topped with special house sauce. Shade of Toro, a dish only available at this branch, features three cuts of tuna, brushed with a signature sauce, and precisely and swiftly grilled by the chef with a temperature gun in hand. Each cut reveals a different sensation based on its fat content. In one skewer, you'll get otoro, chutoro and akami in order of their fattiness from the most marbled to the least. It's easily the set's highlight. 

[image: ]

The set continues with Salmon grilled with a special sauce, before Unagi, tender freshwater eel glazed with sweet house sauce, which is another MIYM moment. You can go big on this course by ordering a topping of Uni, which complements the eel with its creaminess. 

Next is Aka ebi, premium-quality Argentinian red shrimp selected for its naturally sweet and pleasantly springy texture. It is grilled medium-rare and is aromatic while keeping the inside tender. The set concludes with Tamago, a grilled Japanese omelette, for a sweet and savoury finish. 

[image: ]

Kayaki also offers its first lobster dish in the form of Lobster sando, a grilled lobster sandwich that retains its natural sweetness, paired with Kay's Cafe's homemade brioche. 
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									How to avoid stress from news overload

									
								

									News headlines often focus on stressful and negative events - be it daily crime, politics,  disasters or wars - and staying informed helps you feel connected, but it is equally important to protect your mental health by avoiding information overload.
									Here is a 'Digital Detox' guide from Thailand's Department of Mental Health, Ministry of Public Health, to help you manage news and social media consumption.

1. Give your eyes and brain a break

Every 20 minutes, take a short screen-free pause. Look at something at least six metres away, blink frequently, take three deep breaths and gently move your shoulders and neck.

Such breaks can last five to ten minutes, or up to an hour if it does not interfere with your work.

Every hour, walk for two to three minutes to refresh your body and mind.

2. Schedule your news time

Avoid constant news checking by limiting it to three short sessions per day:


	8-8.15am: Read a morning news summary from a single, reliable source.

	12-12.15pm: Check brief updates or developments.

	6-6.15pm: Read an evening summary.



No more news after 8pm is recomended.

3. Curate your social media feed

The mental health-friendly time for social media use is one to two hours a day. If feeling too much stress, unfollow pages that focus on only the negative side of news.

On Facebook, you can set the "See First" feature to pin pages or users who share mostly  positive news to the top of your feed.

4. Take news-free days

Dedicate one day a week to avoid news entirely - or two if life already feels overwhelming. During long holidays, such as the coming Christmas or New Year, reduce news consumption by 50% to protect your mental well being.

Too much information can exhaust your brain. Keeping yourself informed is important, but do not forget to step away from that "heavy" news when needed.
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									Winners of the 2025 App Store Awards

									Apple honours 17 standout developers
								

									Apple recently announced the winners of the "2025 App Store Awards", recognising 17 apps and games for their technical ingenuity and lasting cultural impact. 
									This year's winning developers delivered experiences that empowered users to achieve more, bring their ideas to life and immerse themselves in stunning worlds. The winning apps and games were hand-selected by App Store editors from a list of 45 finalists for demonstrating exceptional innovation, user experience and design.
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Tiimo, which won iPhone App Of The Year, offers users an impressive visual planner and thoughtfully implemented AI that turns aspirations into actionable next steps. iPad App Of The Year, Details' AI editing tools democratise the video production process for aspiring and seasoned creators on iPad and Mac App Of The Year Essayist tackles the time-consuming work of formatting academic papers on Mac, powered by AI tools. 

[image: ]

Apple Vision Pro App Of The Year Explore POV whisks users to the most stunning locations around the world -- all in breathtaking Apple Immersive Video.
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Apple Watch App Of The Year Strava excels on Apple Watch, connecting a community of athletes with a sleek design and real-time segment tracking. HBO Max won Apple TV App Of The Year due to its inclusive streaming experience with American Sign Language additions and an expansive entertainment line-up.
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iPhone Game Of The Year, Pokemon TCG Pocket's artwork, thrilling battles and iPhone-friendly interface are a remarkably fun evolution of Pokemon card battles. As creepy as it is cozy, Dredge, which won iPad Game Of The Year, immerses iPad users in a charming fishing game with a haunting mystery. 

Mac Game Of The Year, Cyberpunk 2077: Ultimate Edition stuns with its futuristic sci-fi metropolis, and Apple Arcade Game Of The Year, What The Clash? delivers nonstop laughter with silly, never-before-seen competitions. The Apple Vision Pro Game Of The Year, Porta Nubi transforms environments so players truly feel like they are a part of its atmospheric puzzles.

In addition to recognising apps and games across Apple devices, App Store editors selected six Cultural Impact winners for their ability to drive meaningful change. These apps and games were recognised for their positive impact, providing users with helpful tools, promoting understanding, and shaping a more inclusive world.

* Art of Fauna turns wildlife illustration from around the world into relaxing puzzles and sets a new standard for accessible game design. 

* Chants Of Sennaar celebrates the power of language through a thought-provoking adventure. 

* despelote crafts an intimate slice-of-life story that shares a glimpse into a nation navigating tumult and uniting through their love for soccer. 
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* Be My Eyes combines the power of AI and millions of global volunteers to help people who are blind or have low vision with everyday activities. 

[image: ]

* Focus Friend acts as a powerful ally against digital distractions by gamifying focus sessions with satisfying prizes. 

* StoryGraph creates an inclusive space for the book community rooted in authenticity through discovery elements that help elevate diverse authors.
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