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      Politics

      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Coast Guard policy on swastikas, nooses will be revised, Noem says
        Tara  Copp, Marianne LeVine

        Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem's announcement follows reports by The Washington Post detailing plans to downgrade the definition of such symbols to "potentially divisive."

      

      
        Trump will use military housing money for $1,776 Pentagon bonuses
        Jacob Bogage, Noah Robertson, Riley Beggin

        The Trump administration will repurpose $2.6 billion in military housing assistance to pay $1,776 "warrior dividend" bonuses to service members, according to a senior administration official.

      

      
        Democrats will not release the autopsy of their 2024 loss
        Dan Merica

        Party leaders hope to avoid contentious fights over the party's failing as it attempts to reboot for the 2026 midterms.

      

      
        Trump orders expanded access to marijuana, CBD, citing medical benefits
        Dan Diamond, David Ovalle, Jacob Bogage

        The moves, which do not decriminalize marijuana, come as Americans have increasingly embraced the substances.

      

      
        Tracking who Trump is appointing to fill key administration roles
        Chris Alcantara, Eric Lau, Nick Mourtoupalas

        Follow President Trump's progress filling over 800 positions, among about 1,300 that require Senate confirmation, in this tracker from The Washington Post and the Partnership for Public Service.

      

      
        Why Trump's social media and crypto company is merging with a developer of fusion power
        Evan Halper, Drew Harwell

        The parent of Truth Social will combine with TAE Technologies with the aim of bringing fusion power plants online quickly.

      

      
        Trump attempts domestic reset with fast-paced White House address
        Natalie Allison

        Mixing criticism of Biden with celebrations of Trump's policies, the president's rapid-fire speech included an announcement of $1,776 payments to military members, which he called a "Warrior Dividend." It's unclear how they'll be funded or whether Congress needs to approve.

      

      
        Trump tweets, White House staff disruptions trigger 2017 deja vu
        Paul Kane

        GOP lawmakers are battling the same distractions as in Trump's first term despite talk of stability in the West Wing.

      

      
        The lasting impact of Trump's federal surge on one D.C. neighborhood
        Ellie Silverman, Joy Sung, Juan Benn Jr., Katie Mettler

        Those at the 10th Place apartments in Southeast Washington said the president's crime strategy deepened their distrust of police and made them feel no safer.

      

      
        Trump set to explore expanding CBD access for seniors
        Dan Diamond, David Ovalle, Jacob Bogage

        An administration pilot program to offer Medicare reimbursement for CBD treatments for seniors with cancer is expected as soon as next year.

      

      
        Trump officials ordered to lift limits on lawmakers' visits to ICE facilities
        Victoria Craw

        A recent requirement that members of Congress give seven days' notice before visiting ICE immigration detention centers is unlawful, a judge ruled.

      

      
        Alan Dershowitz muses over the constitutionality of a third Trump term
        Brianna Tucker, Niha Masih

        The president's former legal adviser reportedly met with Trump about his new book, which considers hypotheticals for the possibility of him holding office past 2028.

      

      
        Fast, harsh, alone: Trump beams into prime time with uncertain results
        Isaac Arnsdorf

        Supporters said they'd never seen Trump like this before and wondered if he'd achieved his purpose of assuaging concerns about the economy.

      

      
        Senators freeze Coast Guard admiral's promotion over swastika, noose policy
        Tara  Copp, Marianne LeVine, Michelle Boorstein

        Adm. Kevin Lunday had condemned both symbols and directed they be prohibited, but a new workplace harassment policy downgrading them to "potentially divisive" was allowed to take effect.

      

      
        Trump pushes back on criticism of economy in contentious prime-time speech
        Washington Post staff

        In a speech shorter than his usual hour-plus events, and which was full of false statements, the president promised a better economy in 2026.

      

      
        Trump trolls Biden, Obama in new plaques on 'Presidential Walk of Fame'
        Matt Viser

        The fresh adornments to a "Presidential Walk of Fame" that Trump installed in September take a display already intended as a bit of a troll to new heights.

      

      
        House Democrats roll out stock trading ban that includes Trump
        Riley Beggin, Marianna Sotomayor

        The move could doom bipartisan efforts to ban stock trading, as Republicans may not back a measure that extends to the executive branch.

      

      
        Jack Smith defends his cases against Trump during hours-long deposition
        Perry Stein

        Former special counsel Jack Smith was giving a closed-door deposition to the House Judiciary Committee. He had asked to testify in public.

      

      
        Michael Flynn, once probed over foreign payments, lobbied for Bosnian Serbs
        Emily Davies, Aaron Schaffer, Michael Birnbaum

        Flynn is the second person pardoned by President Trump to work on behalf of the Bosnian Serb republic.

      

      
        Dan Bongino announces he is leaving FBI deputy director job in January
        Perry Stein, Jeremy Roebuck

        President Donald Trump commended Bongino on his tenure and suggested that he would be returning to his job as a conservative podcaster.

      

      
        Moderate House Republicans join Democrats to force vote on ACA subsidies
        Marianna Sotomayor, Kadia  Goba, Riley Beggin

        The Senate has already rejected the plan, so the subsidies are still virtually certain to expire at the end of this year.

      

      
        White House rallies around Susie Wiles after candid interviews
        Isaac Arnsdorf, Maegan Vazquez

        Chief of staff candidly assesses the president and his team to Vanity Fair, saying Trump has "an alcoholic's personality," Bondi "whiffed" on the Epstein files and Vance's pro-Trump makeover was "political."

      

      
        Trump administration admits to targeting blue states for energy grant cuts
        Meryl Kornfield, Hannah Natanson

        Justice Department lawyers argue in court documents that it is legal for the administration to withhold funding based on partisan politics.

      

      
        Trump taps Yale doctor who pushed unproven covid treatment to lead U.S. cancer effort
        Ariana Eunjung Cha

        Harvey Risch, an epidemiologist respected for his cancer research, promoted the use of hydroxychloroquine during the pandemic, despite a lack of evidence it worked against covid.

      

      
        Senate passes Pentagon bill pressing Hegseth to disclose boat strike evidence
        Noah Robertson

        The sprawling legislation includes a provision seeking video and other materials detailing the Trump administration's military activities in Latin America.
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Military
Coast Guard policy on swastikas, nooses will be revised, Noem says
Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem's announcement follows reports by The Washington Post detailing plans to downgrade the definition of such symbols to "potentially divisive."

Coast Guard personnel aboard the USCGC James. (Marco Bello/AFP/Getty Images)


By Tara  Copp, Marianne LeVine | 2025-12-18
The U.S. Coast Guard will remove language from its new workplace harassment policy that downgraded the definition of swastikas and nooses from overt hate symbols to "potentially divisive," Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem said Thursday, an abrupt turnaround after the more lenient interpretation took effect this week despite objections from Congress.
In a statement posted to social media, Noem said that "pages of superseded and outdated policy will be completely removed from the record," though her post does not specify whether those pages will be replaced and, if so, what the new language will say. Spokespeople for the Department of Homeland Security and the Coast Guard did not immediately address questions seeking clarity on what will happen next.
Noem's announcement appears to cap a tumultuous few weeks within the Coast Guard following Washington Post reports detailing the service's plan to include the incendiary language within its new workplace harassment manual, its vow to reverse course in the face of widespread criticism, and the policy's implementation earlier this week.
In response to The Post's initial reporting in late November, Adm. Kevin Lunday, the Coast Guard's acting commandant, issued an order condemning and categorically prohibiting swastikas and nooses. In a memo to all Coast Guard personnel, he said then that his directive would supersede any other policy language. But for reasons that remain unclear, Lunday's order was never incorporated in the policy manual that took effect Monday.
Two people familiar with the policy manual overhaul told The Post this week that the Coast Guard, which is overseen by Noem and the Department of Homeland Security, wanted to strike the "potentially divisive" language from the document but was unable to do so. They spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the contentious situation.
Neither agency has addressed questions seeking to understand whether Lunday, as acting commandant, was empowered to change the manual's wording on his own or if DHS leadership had to approve it.

Adm. Kevin Lunday meets with lawmakers in November for his confirmation hearing to be the commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard. (Heather Diehl/Getty Images)


The lack of action, particularly amid a rise in antisemitism, incensed Republicans and Democrats in Congress, who said Lunday had pledged to them that the "potentially divisive" wording would be removed from the policy manual before it went into effect.
Several expressed anger at the existence of an official U.S. government document defining swastikas, inseparable from the extermination of millions of Jews in World War II, and nooses, a symbol of racial hatred, as "potentially divisive."
Sen. James Lankford (R-Oklahoma) was among those who registered disapproval with what his office called the Coast Guard's "conflicting policies." A GOP aide said Lankford took his concerns directly to the Trump administration and urged officials to change the manual.
Sens. Jacky Rosen (D-Nevada) and Tammy Duckworth (D-Illinois) went further. Both have placed holds on Lunday's nomination to become the service's full-time commandant. The Senate was expected to hold his confirmation vote this week.
Noem said in her social media post that "the politicized holdup" of Lunday's nomination "needs to end."
"He has given nearly 39 years of distinguished service to the Coast Guard, this country, and the American people," her statement says. "He should be confirmed without delay."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/12/18/coast-guard-swastikas-nooses-kristi-noem/
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Trump will use military housing money for $1,776 Pentagon bonuses
The Trump administration will repurpose $2.6 billion in military housing assistance to pay $1,776 "warrior dividend" bonuses to service members, according to a senior administration official.

President Donald Trump speaks at the White House on Wednesday. (Doug Mills/Poll/AFP/Getty Images)


By Jacob Bogage, Noah Robertson, Riley Beggin | 2025-12-18
The Trump administration will repurpose $2.6 billion in military housing assistance to pay $1,776 "warrior dividend" bonuses to service members, according to a senior administration official.
In a prime-time address Wednesday night, President Donald Trump announced the Christmastime bonuses "in honor of our nation's founding in 1776."
"Nobody deserves it more than our military. And I say congratulations to everybody," Trump said.
The president said the money for the bonuses came from revenue from import taxes he's imposed on trading partners worldwide. That was incorrect, however, and Trump does not have the authority to spend the money from tariffs without authorization from Congress.
But lawmakers this summer did approve $2.9 billion to supplement the military's basic allowance for housing as part of Trump and the GOP's mammoth tax and immigration law, the One Big Beautiful Bill.
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth ordered the Pentagon to spend most of that money as a one-time payout on the bonuses, said the senior administration official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly on the matter.
The use of the housing funds to pay the bonuses was reported earlier by Defense One.
Roughly 1.45 million service members, including 174,000 reservists, will receive the bonuses, which Hegseth said in a video Thursday would be tax-free.
"This warrior dividend serves as yet another example of how the War Department is working to improve the quality of life for our military personnel and their families," Hegseth said.
Trump renamed the Department of Defense as the Department of War in September, designating that as the department's "secondary title" and authorizing its use. It's unclear whether Trump has the authority to permanently rename Cabinet departments without congressional approval.
"I can think of no better Americans to receive this check right before Christmas, whether it's for pay, housing, faith, support, all elements of what we're doing are to rebuild our military," Hegseth said.
The defense secretary called the payment "a direct investment in the brave men and women who carry on the legacy of our armed forces every single day," and said military members in pay grades E-1 to O-6 would be eligible. The top pay grade eligible includes the ranks of colonel in the Air Force, Army, Marines and Space Force, and captain in the Navy and Coast Guard.
In Congress, reaction to the bonuses was mixed, largely along party lines. Sen. Roger Wicker (Mississippi), the Republican chairman of the Armed Services Committee, said in an interview that the payments were "quite appropriate."
He added in a statement that the bonuses would "put real money in the pockets of our service members and their families, helping provide greater stability and improved housing options as they manage the unique demands of military life."
Sen. Jack Reed (Rhode Island), the top Democrat on the panel, said he was concerned that pulling the money for the bonuses from the housing assistance program would prevent the Defense Department from improving housing for service members and conducting overdue maintenance.
"There has been a real fundamental need for housing improvements and maintenance," Reed said. "I think they could find a better source for the funds."
Sen. Chris Coons (Delaware), the top Democrat on the Senate Appropriations Defense Subcommittee, was more blunt -- both about the purpose of the checks and Trump's authority to issue them.
"Read the Constitution! You can't just sprinkle the country with checks just because you came up with it late at night," Coons said.
The National Defense Authorization Act, which Trump is set to sign into law Thursday evening, approves pay increases for troops, and the annual appropriations bill -- which Congress has yet to pass -- funds it, he said.
"That's how we do this, not game-show checks. Not last minute whimsy by a president," Coons said. "This is a classic campaign stunt that does not serve our warfighters, our Constitution, or our republic well."
The Trump administration has a track record of aggressively shifting resources around the Pentagon to goose service members' compensation.
During the government shutdown, the administration twice moved money  from other parts of the Pentagon budget to keep paying troops. Doing so without the approval of lawmakers -- who normally have a say over large changes in federal spending -- was controversial in Congress, where aides from both parties acknowledged that the move was likely illegal.
Maegan Vazquez contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/12/18/trump-military-housing-warrior-dividend/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Politics
Democrats will not release the autopsy of their 2024 loss
Party leaders hope to avoid contentious fights over the party's failing as it attempts to reboot for the 2026 midterms.

Kamala Harris and Donald Trump shake hands during their first presidential debate at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia in September 2024. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Dan Merica | 2025-12-18
The Democratic National Committee will not publicly release its autopsy of the 2024 presidential campaign, party officials said, a reversal intended to avoid a contentious reckoning over the party's failure.
Operatives involved in drafting the autopsy worried that revisiting Kamala Harris's loss to Donald Trump would reignite the fiery internal debates that consumed the party in the wake of the 2024 loss at a time when Democrats are eager to celebrate a string of wins in 2025 and focus on the 2026 midterms, the officials said.
But by declining to make the report public, the party is also keeping the lessons learned from its 2024 failures limited to a small group of insiders and dodging a public accounting that many Democrats believe is necessary to avoid repeating past mistakes.
There remain sharp internal debates, for example, over the party's stance on transgender rights, its handling of generational change and whether Harris's selection as President Joe Biden's replacement on the ticket was properly conducted.
"We completed a comprehensive review of what happened in 2024 and are already putting our learnings into motion," Ken Martin, chair of the Democratic National Committee, said in a statement that did not directly address the committee's decision to shield the report. "In our conversations with stakeholders from across the Democratic ecosystem, we are aligned on what's important, and that's learning from the past and winning the future. Here's our North Star: does this help us win? If the answer is no, it's a distraction from the core mission."
Democratic officials briefed on the report's contents said the autopsy chastises the party for failing to adequately listen to voters in 2024. The report describes a feeble response to concerns about public safety and immigration in particular, allowing Republicans to dominate the issues, according to the officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the private findings. That amplified the Democrats' credibility problem on the election's central issue: the economy.
Another key takeaway, officials said, was that the party took young voters for granted, neglecting a group that normally supports its candidates in overwhelming numbers. As a result, they swung toward Trump, with the president winning a majority of first-time voters and increasing his share of youth voters by double digits. The report faults a party wedded to traditional media that often bypasses these voters. It calls for greater engagement with nontraditional media, something that vexed the Harris campaign.
The report, generated based on hundreds of interviews with Democrats in all 50 states, also highlights missteps in how Democrats contact voters, the officials said, noting that while the party reached more voters than ever last year, the outreach was ineffective, led to poor-quality conversations with swing voters, and came too late in pivotal states. The changes suggested by the party, the officials said, include measuring the success of an outreach program by the impact of the conversations, not the number of attempted calls, while also investing in more long-term party building so voter contact does not begin weeks before Election Day.
Democratic officials have struggled to craft and discuss the report for much of the year amid internal debates over the party's direction and leadership.
They were in the final stages of preparing it in October and began briefing top operatives and donors on its contents. But the expected public release was delayed until after off-year elections in November, with the party hoping to keep the focus on races they eventually swept in New York, New Jersey and Virginia.
Those preliminary briefings did not include any reflection on the handling of Biden's late withdrawal from the race, his perceived infirmity and the lack of a competitive process used to select Harris as his replacement, which many Democrats have said was central to their party's defeat. Members of the Democratic committee, including Martin, argued that little could be learned from those reflections, given that it is unlikely the party will face a similar situation again. Still, the lack of any reflection on Biden or Harris led some party insiders to criticize the report as intentionally avoiding what many saw as the most decisive issue in the 2024 loss.
The delays in releasing the report have spurred internal Democratic grumbling, and the committee's decision to keep it private was already stirring up Democratic anger.
"A handful of wins is not the same as the rehabilitation of the Democratic brand, which is required to build real governing majorities and a national coalition," said Alyssa Cass, a Democratic operative in New York. "Achieving that requires real soul-searching and new ideas, and it would be nice for candidates and campaigns to know they had a partner in that hard work, instead of an institutional structure buried in the sand."
Other Democrats echoed Cass, casting the decision as the Democratic National Committee looking to obscure its own failings in 2024.
But some Democratic operatives, especially those close to the committee, praised the decision as prudent. "Democrats don't need to engage in a hand-wringing exercise about last year's elections when we're winning this year's elections," said Xochitl Hinojosa, a former top spokesperson for the DNC.
How the party handles learning from the 2024 loss could prove critical for years to come. Democratic officials and campaign operatives from winning campaigns this year have already said they used lessons from the 2024 campaign to strengthen their operations. And some of the party's most high-profile members, including Harris, have begun to break from the policies that defined the Biden administration.
In a speech Friday night at the Democratic National Committee meeting in Los Angeles, Harris argued that both Democrats and Republicans have failed to address Americans' deep financial anxieties and lack of confidence in government.
"Both parties have failed to hold the public's trust. Government is viewed as fundamentally unable to meet the needs of its people," Harris said in an implicit condemnation of the Biden administration, which she served in for four years as his vice president and defended throughout her unsuccessful presidential campaign.
Trump "is not the only source of our problems," Harris said, arguing that the rise of his political movement is "a symptom of a failed system that is the result of years of outsourcing and offshoring, financial deregulation, growing income inequality, a broken campaign finance system and endless partisan gridlock."
Maeve Reston contributed to this report.
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White House
Trump orders expanded access to marijuana, CBD, citing medical benefits
The moves, which do not decriminalize marijuana, come as Americans have increasingly embraced the substances.

President Donald Trump returns to the White House on Wednesday before his evening address. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


By Dan Diamond, David Ovalle, Jacob Bogage | 2025-12-18
President Donald Trump on Thursday ordered federal agencies to quickly ease restrictions on marijuana and make CBD more available, the latest indicator of how the once-taboo drugs have increasingly become part of America's mainstream.
Trump framed the moves as efforts to improve medical research and stressed that he was not decriminalizing marijuana on a federal level, as many states have for recreational or medical use. Federal officials also warned Thursday about the potential addictive risks and urged adolescents not to use cannabis. But the president's announcement -- delivered from the Oval Office -- represents a significant shift in how Republicans have approached the substances, four decades after President Ronald Reagan declared a "war on drugs" and many lawmakers pushed for harsh crackdowns on users.
"The facts compel the federal government to recognize that marijuana can be legitimate in terms of medical applications when carefully administered," Trump said, sitting behind the Resolute Desk and flanked by physicians in white coats.
Trump said he would direct the Justice Department to finish the process of reclassifying marijuana as a less dangerous substance, an effort that began during the Biden administration. The drug -- which currently has the same Schedule I classification as heroin and LSD -- would be reclassified as a Schedule III drug, making it easier for researchers to study its effects.
Trump also announced a pilot program that would allow Medicare beneficiaries to be reimbursed for some CBD treatments, beginning in April. The president separately directed White House officials to work with Congress on new regulations to ensure that some CBD products remain available after a recent law threatened a crackdown.
The moves were hailed by an array of politicians and public health experts, including scientists who say that federal restrictions on marijuana have hampered efforts to study its potential medicinal use. Others focused on the potential benefits of expanding access to CBD, saying that cannabinoid-based therapies, or CBT, can help manage pain, cancer symptoms and other conditions.
"For seniors, CBT is a game changer offering safe, evidence-based options for chronic conditions that traditional meds often fail," Howard Kessler, a longtime Trump supporter and the founder of the Commonwealth Project, a pro-medical-cannabis group, said in a statement.
But conservative leaders bashed Trump's plans ahead of his announcement, questioning whether he was endangering public health to capitalize on the drugs' popularity.
House Republicans published a letter Thursday morning blasting the Biden administration for trying to "expand the use of an addictive drug for partisan gain" and urging Trump not to follow suit. They pointed to a recent Gallup survey that found sinking Republican support for legalization, and said rescheduling would boost Chinese criminal groups operating marijuana farms in the United States while boosting the use of high-potency weed by young people.
"Rescheduling tells our youth that marijuana use is acceptable and safe, a dangerous falsehood," House members wrote.
Trump's endorsement of loosening restrictions on marijuana marks a historic federal policy shift -- and comes as more Americans than ever have access to cannabis. Forty states and D.C. have legalized medical marijuana programs, while 24 have approved recreational marijuana. A 2022 federal survey on national drug use found that about 20 percent of adults said they used CBD and 23 percent of adults said they used cannabis to manage pain and other conditions.
The cannabis industry is worth billions, and its lobbyists were among the chorus of voices urging Trump to relax federal restrictions.
Thursday's move is poised to deliver significant tax relief to cannabis companies that have long been locked out of write-offs available to businesses that deal with legal products. That has led in recent years to a stark contraction in the industry as businesses consolidated in a desperate search for cash, said Frank A. Segall, chair of the cannabis practice at law firm Blank Rome.
Once marijuana is rescheduled, firms will be able to deduct research and development costs, payroll, and other overhead expenses from corporate profits.
"By rescheduling cannabis from Schedule I to Schedule III, President Trump finally takes the cannabis industry away from the children's table," said Steve Schain, a national cannabis attorney.
Cannabis remains illegal under federal law, and many public health experts and researchers have called for further study on the long-term effects of consuming marijuana and CBD products, particularly at elevated levels. CBD, while derived from the cannabis plant, is not intoxicating.
That work has long been stymied by federal restrictions on Schedule I drugs, even as millions of Americans use the drug medicinally with little or no medical supervision. A scientific review published this month by UCLA Health found that medical cannabis lacks adequate scientific evidence for conditions such as acute pain, anxiety and insomnia.
Last year, President Joe Biden's Justice Department formally recommended the drug be reclassified as Schedule III, but the measure remains stalled amid legal disputes and a pending administrative hearing by the Drug Enforcement Administration.
Opponents of reclassification may also mount legal challenges.
If marijuana is reclassified to Schedule III, it would mark the first time a substance not approved by the FDA is placed in that category, adding pressure on the agency to enforce marketing of products, said Kevin Sabet, president of Smart Approaches to Marijuana, which advocates against legalization. He pointed out that marijuana would now be in the same tier as prescription drugs such as ketamine and Tylenol with codeine, an opioid painkiller, and that the marketing of those drugs is closely scrutinized. Meanwhile, marijuana -- which has increasingly been incorporated and sold in a variety of edible products -- has not come under similar scrutiny.
"You can't have Tylenol with codeine in a gummy bear," Sabet said. "If marijuana is a Schedule III drug, the FDA is now going to have to be fully engaged."
Supporters of marijuana legalization have long contended that the federal government overstated the risk of cannabis as part of a broader war on drugs that disproportionately imprisoned users and low-level dealers, particularly people of color.
The reclassification may have only a limited impact on criminal justice cases involving marijuana, although supporters say the move sends a powerful message that marijuana enforcement is no longer a priority as in the past. Marijuana remains a controlled substance and subject to federal trafficking laws; local police agencies can still enforce state laws restricting trafficking of the drug.
Adam Goers, chair of the Coalition for Cannabis Scheduling Reform, said rescheduling will align federal policy with the reality that cannabis has low abuse potential and proven medical benefits.
"For over 50 years, cannabis has been misclassified as a dangerous Schedule I controlled substance," Goers said. "This policy, once a centerpiece of our nation's failed drug war, is finally coming to an end."
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Donald Trump has picked 
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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Business
Why Trump's social media and crypto company is merging with a developer of fusion power
The parent of Truth Social will combine with TAE Technologies with the aim of bringing fusion power plants online quickly. 

Fusion electricity has the potential to generate limitless, emissions-free energy. (AP)


By Evan Halper, Drew Harwell | 2025-12-18
President Donald Trump's social media and cryptocurrency company will merge with fusion power developer TAE Technologies in a $6 billion deal aimed at accelerating the development of the new energy source and bringing fusion plants to the power grid as soon as 2026.
The unusual arrangement combines a politically connected media firm with little experience in energy development with a California-based start-up seeking to innovate a form of emissions-free power that scientists have been trying to develop for decades.
TAE says it plans to harness Trump Media  & Technology Group's "access to significant capital" in the sprint to create fusion power plants that would fuel the U.S. data center boom. TAE is one of several start-ups that has been trying to innovate the power source. The companies are in a high stakes and costly race, and it remains uncertain if they will be able to build the technology that makes fusion a viable electricity source anytime soon.
The timeline the companies announced is extremely aggressive, and many scientists and energy industry executives are skeptical that fusion power could provide a significant amount of electricity in the United States before the mid-2030s.
But the deal announced Thursday morning immediately catapults TAE to the front of the pack of companies in this race, enabling it to tap not just the capital of Trump's company but the political influence that comes with the alliance. Fusion firms are working in tandem with federal government labs to create the new power source, and they will be subjected to a rigorous approval process before plants can come online. Early fusion power plants may also require significant government subsidies.
Other energy start-ups with connections to the Trump administration have seen their fortunes rise in recent months. 
The combined company will be jointly owned and run by Trump Media CEO Devin Nunes and TAE  chief executive Michl Binderbauer. The initial plant it intends to build would generate 50 megawatts of power, a relatively modest amount at a time artificial intelligence data center campuses can use 20 times that amount of energy or more.
The companies say they plan to eventually build plants that generate 350 to 500 megawatts "to provide economic, abundant, and dependable electricity that would help America win the A.I. revolution and maintain its global dominance."
The U.S. right now is in a global competition with China to bring fusion electricity to power grids. Both nations are investing billions in this energy source that squeezes atoms together to mimic the nuclear reaction that fuels the sun. It has the potential to generate limitless, emissions-free energy. But sustaining that reaction for a prolonged period comes at a tremendous cost and could require materials that have not yet even been invented.
"Trump Media & Technology Group built uncancellable infrastructure to secure free expression online for Americans, and now we're taking a big step forward toward a revolutionary technology that will cement America's global energy dominance for generations," Nunes said in a statement.
Binderbauer said the companies are "excited to identify our first site and begin deploying this revolutionary technology."
Founded in 2021 after  Trump was banned from social media platforms in the aftermath of the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol, Trump Media  & Technology Group and its social network, Truth Social, billed itself as a right-wing Big Tech alternative that would be "resilient to cancel culture."
The platform has gained a niche following among MAGA users, led by Trump himself, who posts to the platform in rapid fire, sometimes more than 100 times a day.
The public company is  majority owned by Trump's revocable trust, which is overseen by his adult sons. Its stock climbed in premarket trading by about 22 percent, to roughly $12, but is still down about 90 percent from its 2022 peak.
The company, however, has struggled to stand out from other far larger social media companies and build a conventionally sustainable business. Trump Media said in SEC filings that it lost $400 million last year and that its annual revenue had fallen 12 percent, to roughly $3.6 million, about as much as a single McDonald's restaurant franchise.
The company has in recent months said it was pivoting into a number of different businesses, including video streaming (Truth+), financial technology (Truth. Fi) and prediction markets, through a deal with Crypto.com. It also unveiled an AI chat tool, Truth Search AI, that offered answers to users' questions, some of which contradicted the president himself.
None of the ventures, before today, were in energy. Trump Media sued The Washington Post for defamation in 2023, saying the news organization had reported incorrectly on allegations concerning its financing. The case is ongoing.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/12/18/trump-media-merge-with-fusion-power-developer-6-billion-deal/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



White House
Trump attempts domestic reset with fast-paced White House address 
Mixing criticism of Biden with celebrations of Trump's policies, the president's rapid-fire speech included an announcement of $1,776 payments to military members, which he called a "Warrior Dividend." It's unclear how they'll be funded or whether Congress needs to approve.

President Donald Trump addresses the nation from the White House on Wednesday. (Doug Mills/AFP/Getty Images)


By Natalie Allison | 2025-12-18
President Donald Trump bashed his predecessor and praised his own policy achievements in his first year back in office, delivering an 18-minute live address to the nation on Wednesday as he seeks to reverse lagging public opinion numbers and convince Americans that he is addressing their economic concerns.
Flanked by Christmas trees and greenery in the White House's Diplomatic Reception Room, the president read much of his speech at an unusually rapid pace, quickly jumping from one topic to the next. He weaved a mixture of criticism of former president Joe Biden, who left office in January, with praise for his policies on immigration, inflation and social issues -- and a suggestion that Americans will feel the benefits of his policies come tax season.
"One year ago, our country was dead. We were absolutely dead," Trump said. "Our country was ready to fail. Totally fail. Now we're the hottest country anywhere in the world."

President Donald Trump on Dec. 17 criticized his predecessor and touted his own policy achievements during a televised speech that was full of false statements.


Although Trump is facing declining poll numbers on the economy as inflation remains stubborn, he praised his tariff policies -- which industry leaders have widely blamed for rising retail prices -- and bragged that the prices of eggs and Thanksgiving turkeys have fallen since he returned to Washington. Trump predicted that springtime will bring "the largest tax refund season of all time," which he attributed to both tax cuts included in White House-backed legislation and tariffs imposed on a wide range of foreign imports.
In what came as a relief to his advisers and GOP officials, Trump in his speech did not repeat his previous claim that concern about affordability is a "Democratic hoax." At one point, Trump delivered a line with a message White House officials have urged him to lean into: The Trump administration has more work to do to get costs down.
"It's not done yet," Trump said, referring to falling grocery prices. "But boy, are we making progress. Nobody can believe what's going on."
Trump's ratings reached their lowest levels of his second term late last month. Although his numbers have rebounded slightly, he remains underwater with the public, particularly on domestic economic issues such as the cost of living.
A Washington Post average of national polls so far in December found that 39 percent of Americans approve of the job Trump is doing, compared with 57 percent who disapprove. On the economy in particular, the average is slightly worse for Trump, with just 36 percent approving and 58 percent disapproving.
Throughout the speech, which was much briefer than Trump's usual freewheeling remarks, he quickly ticked through a list of topics: his efforts to work with pharmaceutical companies to lower drug prices, his disdain for the Affordable Care Act and still largely undefined plans to overhaul it, the 1,600 electricity- generating plants he wants opened in the next year, and a promise that he will soon announce a new chair of the Federal Reserve.
Trump also announced that the government would send checks of $1,776 to members of the military, an initiative he suggested had been finalized "about 30 minutes ago."
It's unclear how the checks -- which Trump called a "Warrior Dividend" -- would be funded or if congressional approval will be necessary. The president suggested tariff revenue would pay for them, but such revenue would need to be allocated by Congress as with any other government funds.
The House is scheduled to leave for the rest of the year on Thursday, and the Senate will adjourn on Friday, meaning there is essentially no way for lawmakers to approve the new payments this year.
Throughout the day, speculation grew about whether the president would address the possibility of war with Venezuela, after Trump on Tuesday made a dramatic escalation in his months-long pressure campaign against the government of President Nicolas Maduro.
But Trump avoided the matter, spending little time discussing one of his favorite topics in recent months: his efforts to broker peace between other nations in conflict. The only mentions of war were his claims that he "settled eight wars in 10 months" and that the Biden administration "caused war" and "mayhem" by allowing a spike in illegal immigration.
Trump's advisers have attempted to coach him on discussing the economy in terms that resonate with middle- and working-class Americans facing financial hardship, but the president has had difficulty conceding that some of his voters are still struggling, often touting instead a surging stock market as an example of his improvements to the U.S. economy. The White House has also attempted to sell legislation passed over the summer that officials say will bring tax cuts for most Americans come April.
Inflation, which spiked under Biden, has remained stubbornly high throughout Trump's first year back in office, while hiring numbers have been weak.
Two senior White House officials told The Post that Trump, as a result of growing discontent over the economy, is expected to hold near-weekly rallies in the new year after holding few since his 2024 election victory. The increase in domestic travel in part reflects an effort to reconnect with his base of loyal supporters, some of whom believe Trump has lost sight of the reason they elected him -- which many in MAGA say was to boost working-class Americans and be relentless in his pledge of "mass deportations."
Instead, these supporters have said, the president has been distracted by international affairs, striking deals with corporations and overseeing White House construction projects.
Last week, Trump traveled to Pennsylvania to talk about affordability -- though the president veered off course for much of the speech and again mocked the word "affordability." He is similarly scheduled to hold a rally Friday in North Carolina on his way to a two-week sojourn in Florida for the holidays.
Ahead of the address, the White House was already on the defensive about the publication Tuesday of a Vanity Fair interview with Trump's chief of staff, Susie Wiles, a normally tight-lipped adviser who was quoted reflecting critically on some of the administration's policies -- including its approach to deportations, the attorney general's handling of the investigation of convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein and Trump's occasional efforts to punish his enemies. Wiles referred to Vice President JD Vance as a "conspiracy theorist" and described Trump as someone with an "alcoholic's personality."
White House officials and Trump's Cabinet members -- including some whom Wiles spoke critically of -- rushed to her defense, as did Trump.
But Trump, largely sticking to the script rolling on the teleprompters in front of him, delivered the message his advisers wanted him to tell a public increasingly skeptical of his job performance as he approaches the one-year mark.
"After just one year, we have achieved more than anyone could have imagined," Trump said.
Rachel Lerman contributed to this report. 
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Politics
Trump tweets, White House staff disruptions trigger 2017 deja vu
GOP lawmakers are battling the same distractions as in Trump's first term despite talk of stability in the West Wing.

President Donald Trump speaks to Chief of Staff Susie Wiles during a White House "Invest America Roundtable" meeting in June. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Paul Kane | 2025-12-18
Congressional Republicans went back in time this week as social media posts from President Donald Trump and stories about West Wing staff sniping at administration allies diverted them from their agenda just before a long holiday recess.
Their responses felt straight from the early years of Trump's first term, when the traditional White House effort at driving the party's agenda often got swept aside by distractions.
The biggest disruption was a Vanity Fair profile of White House Chief of Staff Susie Wiles that revealed her disparaging assessments of Trump, Vice President JD Vance and others.
"Somebody sent it to me, I haven't had a chance to read it," Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyoming) said Tuesday, ducking into his private office.
Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-Louisiana) was among those who acknowledged they read some of the profile -- but signaled he had enough experience with these dust-ups to avoid commenting. "I've learned, don't [give a] quote on excerpts till you know the context. So let me see the context," he said.
Still, other Republicans grimaced at questions about the president's online comments on Rob Reiner's death, suggesting they couldn't explain why Trump blamed the Hollywood director's liberal political positions for his death last Sunday. 
"All I can say is my view of it. I can't speak for what the president has said. What I can tell you is I think it was a horrible tragedy, just tragic loss of life," Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) told reporters.
This year was supposed to be different for Trump -- who delivered an 18-minute live address to the nation on Wednesday seeking to reverse lagging public opinion numbers -- and his allies on Capitol Hill. The president and his team knew what they could achieve in a second term -- especially with the disloyal folks who were part of his first term no longer around. Most importantly, Wiles, having a long career in politics that was punctuated by steering the 2024 campaign to victory, kept a lid on the type of staff sniping that dominated so much coverage on the first term.
Yet not even one year into this administration, Republicans find themselves trying to defend very similar things and complaining that their legislative achievements are not getting attention.
"I think what some people are kind of disappointed about is that there's not a lot of writing about the good things that he's doing -- I mean, some really good things that the American people agree with, that they elected him for," said Rep. Mike Simpson (R-Idaho), highlighting tax cuts and increased border security.

Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota), joined by other Senate Republicans, speaks to reporters Tuesday following the weekly policy luncheons at the Capitol. (Jose Luis Magana/AP)


To be sure, many Republicans still think things are running more smoothly by comparison, and they give Wiles credit for overseeing a West Wing staff that has been more responsive to their needs.
"Her whole crew is really good to work with from a senator's standpoint," said Sen. John Hoeven (R-North Dakota), who found the staff turnover tumultuous during Trump's first term. "He had a number of chiefs of staff, and we worked with them, and some were better than others, but clearly Susie Wiles and her team are good, and better to work with than the first Trump term, definitely."
White House officials, ranging from Trump and Vance to other senior aides, quickly rallied behind Wiles with public statements of support. No one contradicted the accuracy of any quotes in the magazine profile, however.
The portrait that emerged was of a senior White House staff that does little to block the president from his own instincts, even when his actions are bad for the party's broader political outlook.
"Susie just takes the diametrically opposite viewpoint, which is that she's a facilitator, that the American people have elected Donald Trump. And her job is to actually facilitate his vision," Secretary of State Marco Rubio told Vanity Fair.
While Rubio meant that as praise, the flip side is what has been happening this month: a president tweeting out crude conspiracy theories about a Hollywood murder investigation and ignoring pleas from GOP lawmakers to talk about inflation in ways that could help their election chances next November.
Republicans who served in Congress during Trump's first term acknowledge a sense of deja vu as this year ends much like 2017 did.
Back then, the GOP majorities in the House and Senate had approved one major domestic policy law: a tax-cut package worth nearly $2 trillion, which they promised to run on during their 2018 midterm elections. But their bitter divisions on health care left them unable to come up with an alternative to the Affordable Care Act of 2010 championed by Democrats.
While they wanted to talk about those tax cuts, Trump's social media habits so frequently caused a political stir that Fox News wrote up a "most explosive tweets of 2017" story at the end of the year.
With Congress set to adjourn this week, Republicans point to one major domestic policy piece of legislation, a massive bill that extended the 2017 tax cuts. Yet they're again ending a year, despite a series of votes in the House and Senate, by failing to address the rising costs of health care.
"We're always divided on health care," Simpson lamented.
The main difference between the two first years is that the economy was starting to take off in 2017, while 2025 has been a slog.
At the start of Trump's first term, the unemployment rate was 4.7 percent, and it would fall to 4 percent by year's end, a drop that continued until the pandemic hit in 2020. This term began in January with unemployment at 4 percent but reached 4.6 percent in November, according to the latest data.
Job creation boomed in 2017, with six months recording more than 200,000 net new jobs. By contrast, most months this year have seen less than 100,000 jobs created.
Trump went months this year with no travels to swing states to push up support for the big domestic policy bill -- until last week, when he visited a key battleground district for the House majority in northeastern Pennsylvania. And rather than trying to allay voter anxiety over inflation, Trump called the affordability issue a "hoax" prompted by Democrats.

President Donald Trump at a rally at Mount Airy Casino Resort in Mount Pocono, Pennsylvania, on Dec. 9. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP/Getty Images)


The Washington Post's Natalie Allison, Kadia Goba and Hannah Knowles reported Monday that some allies have tried to intervene to get the president focused on affordability and the economy, even inviting a friendly pollster to a luncheon discussion.
"He wasn't as interested as I would have hoped," conservative pollster Mark Mitchell said.
By Tuesday morning, as the Vanity Fair story published, Republicans realized how much Wiles disagreed with the positions Trump has taken this year, including positions that they have had to repeatedly defend.
She did not support pardoning the rioters from the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol attack; she wanted to delay the imposition of his widespread tariff policy; she thought the dissolving of the country's preeminent foreign aid program was wrong; she said the process for mass deportations needed an overhaul.
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina) tried to defend the chief of staff by asking if she hadn't denied uttering those quotes.
Reporters informed him that Wiles and other aides only criticized the context of the article. "I like her a lot, I'm glad she's there, I think she's great," Graham said, ducking into the weekly Republican luncheon.
Afterward, Thune grew annoyed by repeated questions about Trump's Reiner comments. "Look, I have answered that question," he said.
He then repeated his answer -- he couldn't speak for Trump -- and ended the news conference.
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The lasting impact of Trump's federal surge on one D.C. neighborhood
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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White House
Trump set to explore expanding CBD access for seniors
An administration pilot program to offer Medicare reimbursement for CBD treatments for seniors with cancer is expected as soon as next year.

A marijuana plant, April 20, 2023. (Shannon Stapleton/Reuters)


By Dan Diamond, David Ovalle, Jacob Bogage | 2025-12-18
President Donald Trump's planned executive order to loosen federal restrictions on marijuana, expected as soon as Thursday, also will announce a pilot program to pay for Medicare patients to use CBD, according to six people familiar with the plans.
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services officials have explored reimbursing older Americans that use CBD, or cannabidiol, for various conditions including treating symptoms stemming from cancer treatment, using the agency's innovation center that allows the administration to test changes to Medicare without seeking congressional approval, the people said. The CBD pilot program could begin as soon as next year, though plans are in flux, according to the people, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss plans not yet made public.
The plans to expand access to CBD, a legal substance derived from the cannabis plant and widely marketed as beneficial for health, are advancing as a broader conversation unfolds within the administration about the popular supplement, which is largely unregulated by the Food and Drug Administration. Researchers have cautioned that CBD's much-hyped health benefits, while tantalizing, largely remain unproven. The FDA has approved only one CBD medication, which is used to treat a severe form of childhood epilepsy.
Trump is also expected to direct the FDA to take steps that could make CBD more widely accessible, said two of the people. The FDA in Trump's first term considered classifying CBD as a dietary supplement before those plans were ultimately scuttled. CBD lobbyists have urged the White House to make it more accessible, citing the potential medical benefits and political popularity of the idea, but some conservatives have balked at the effort, hesitant to increase access to the mostly unregulated substance.
A 2022 federal survey on national drug use found that about 20 percent of adults said they used CBD to manage pain and other conditions. Many public health experts and researchers have called for further study on the long-term effects of consuming CBD products, particularly at elevated levels.
The Department of Health and Human Services, which oversees CMS and the FDA, referred questions about the pilot program to the White House, which declined to comment. A White House official said that while the president is expected to address marijuana rescheduling on Thursday, any details reported ahead of the announcement would be "speculation."
Trump in September posted a video endorsing Medicare coverage of CBD, suggesting it could help ease pain, improve sleep and reduce stress for older Americans. The video was produced by the Commonwealth Project, founded by Howard Kessler, a Palm Beach, Florida, billionaire who has pushed to expand access to CBD. Kessler, a longtime supporter of the president and a member of his Mar-a-Lago Club, was among the individuals who met with Trump last week in the Oval Office to discuss his plans to ease federal restrictions on marijuana, according to the six people.
Trump on Monday told reporters that he was considering easing federal restrictions on marijuana, citing the possible research benefits. Scientists have said that their research into marijuana's effects has been hampered by the government classifying it as a Schedule I substance, the same classification as heroin and LSD. Federal regulations consider those drugs to have a high potential for abuse and no accepted use for medical treatment.
"We are looking at [reclassifying] very strongly," Trump said. The president has not commented on his specific plans for CBD.
Bloomberg News first reported that Medicare officials were planning an initiative to pay for CBD.
The planned order may help the CBD industry, which boomed after Congress in 2018 legalized hemp, the cannabis plant from which CBD is derived. Hemp and marijuana are both versions of the plant, but legal hemp contains minimal levels of THC, the compound that gets users high.
CBD is often marketed as a nonintoxicating calming supplement, appearing in gummies, creams, oils, drinks and even pet treats as part of the broader wellness industry.
But the CBD industry has stalled in recent years amid a boom in intoxicating gummies, vapes, chocolates and drinks derived from hemp -- products made legal because of a loophole in the 2018 law. Citing mounting concern about the health dangers, Congress last month outlawed intoxicating hemp products, despite objections from the industry that the restrictions would criminalize most CBD products.
Even with the Trump order, the pilot program would likely first need to wend its way through the federal bureaucracy.
FDA investigators in August published findings suggesting a link between high consumption of CBD and potential liver toxicity.
"These findings underscore the need for further investigation on the long-term effects of CBD use, its impact on various populations, and the safety of lower doses commonly used by consumers," the FDA officials wrote.
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Politics
Trump officials ordered to lift limits on lawmakers' visits to ICE facilities 
A recent requirement that members of Congress give seven days' notice before visiting ICE immigration detention centers is unlawful, a judge ruled. 

Delaney Hall, an immigration detention center in Newark. (Shannon Stapleton/Reuters)


By Victoria Craw | 2025-12-18
A judge has temporarily blocked the Trump administration's efforts to prevent members of Congress from making unannounced visits to Immigration and Customs Enforcement facilities, in a ruling lawmakers say will restore their ability to conduct real-time oversight into detention conditions.
U.S. District Judge Jia M. Cobb wrote in a 73-page ruling Wednesday that recent policy changes which include requiring members of Congress to provide seven days' notice before entering ICE facilities likely exceeded the Department of Homeland Security's "statutory authority." She ordered the policies be lifted while the remainder of the case plays out.
Twelve House Democrats filed the lawsuit in July, claiming recent changes to ICE visitor policies prevented them from carrying out oversight amid concerns about poor conditions and the mistreatment of detainees.
"Real-time, on-the-ground visits to immigration detention facilities help prevent abuses and ensure transparency," the lawmakers said in a joint statement Wednesday. "Oversight is a core responsibility of Members of Congress -- and a constitutional duty we do not take lightly."
One of the plaintiffs, Rep. Joe Neguse (D-Colorado), celebrated Wednesday's ruling on X, writing: "The rule of law will prevail."
The plaintiffs' case centered on rules outlined in the Further Consolidated Appropriations bill, which has been passed and signed by the president annually since 2020. Under Section 527, DHS is prohibited from using appropriated funds to prevent members of Congress from accessing ICE facilities to conduct oversight.
While congressional staff members may have to request visits 24 hours in advance, this does not apply to members of Congress themselves, the bill states.
Visits by lawmakers to immigration facilities have become a political flash point in recent months and caused concerns among Democrats over the Justice Department's treatment of political rivals.
In June, Newark Mayor Ras Baraka (D) sued the interim U.S. attorney for New Jersey, after he was arrested on trespassing charges when visiting a private detention center in Newark. Prosecutors also charged Rep. LaMonica McIver (D-New Jersey) with assaulting federal agents after a scuffle broke out to stop Baraka's arrest. In May, Wisconsin Judge Hannah Dugan pleaded not guilty to accusations that she interfered with an immigration arrest.
Cobb, who was nominated by former president Joe Biden in 2021, noted in her ruling that ICE policies regarding visits from members of Congress have "shifted considerably" in recent months.
In June, ICE posted guidance on its website noting field offices did not fall under Section 527. According to Wednesday's ruling, later that same month, ICE changed its guidance to state that members of Congress must request a visit seven days in advance.
The defendants, DHS, ICE, Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem and Acting ICE Director Todd M. Lyons denied the Democratic lawmakers' claims, citing a lack of understanding around the measures. DHS and ICE did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
In her ruling, Cobb said that requesting advance notice undermines the oversight process. "The changing conditions within ICE facilities means that it is likely impossible for a Member of Congress to reconstruct the conditions at a facility on the day that they initially sought to enter."
The issue is "even more pronounced" for field offices, she added. "Such information about the on-the-ground conditions is "lost forever to history," and cannot be retroactively provided."
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Politics
Alan Dershowitz muses over the constitutionality of a third Trump term
The president's former legal adviser reportedly met with Trump about his new book, which considers hypotheticals for the possibility of him holding office past 2028.

Attorney Alan Dershowitz during a Hanukkah reception Tuesday at the White House. (Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


By Brianna Tucker, Niha Masih | 2025-12-18
Former Harvard law professor Alan Dershowitz met with President Donald Trump this week and said the constitutionality of his serving a third term was "not clear," the Wall Street Journal reported Wednesday.
According to the Journal, Dershowitz met with Trump in the Oval Office and offered a draft of his upcoming book, "Could President Trump Constitutionally Serve a Third Term?," which is expected to be published in 2026. Dershowitz previously served on Trump's legal team during his first term when he was impeached by Congress.
"I said, 'It's not clear if a president can become a third term president, and it's not clear if it's permissible,'" the Journal quotes Dershowitz as saying. His publisher describes the book as an "astute constitutional analysis" that "lays out exactly how Trump could become the forty-eighth president of the United States."
In 2020, as Trump's lawyer, Dershowitz asserted that a president's action, even if taken for personal or political gain, does not warrant impeachment so long as it is done in the public interest.
Dershowitz did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The 22nd Amendment explicitly bans any president from seeking more than two terms, either in consecutive or nonconsecutive sequence. It states: "No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than twice." The amendment, passed by Congress in 1947, became part of the Constitution in 1951.
Since returning to office for a second term, Trump has not flatly ruled out the idea of running for a third term. The mixed messages have made it hard to know how seriously he is toying with the idea.
In February, he raised the prospect by asking the attendees of a White House reception whether they would support him running for a third term. The next month, in a phone interview with NBC News, Trump suggested that multiple plans had begun to circulate for him to run again. In an interview in October, Trump acknowledged the constitutional two-term limit prohibiting a 2028 run, saying it's "not allowed" but that he "would love to do it."
He has also doled out "Trump 2028" hats inside the Oval Office during official meetings and sold them through his private company, adding fuel to speculation of any potential plans to stay in power.
Asked for comment Wednesday evening, White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson said: "There has never been an Administration that has accomplished as much in less than one year than the Trump Administration. The American people would be lucky to have President Trump in office for even longer."
One scenario that has been discussed is for him to run for vice president and then assume the top role after the election, though that appears to run contrary to both the 22nd Amendment and the 12th Amendment, which states that no person ineligible to be president can become vice president.
His allies have openly encouraged the idea.
During a White House Hanukkah ceremony on Tuesday night, Trump invited top Republican donor Miriam Adelson onstage. Adelson said she had spoken to Dershowitz about the issue, and as many in the crowd chanted "four more years," Adelson turned to Trump to say: "Think about it."
Adelson and her late husband gave $658 million to influence elections between 2015 and 2024, according to a recent Washington Post analysis. As they hugged, Trump told the gathering, "She said, 'Think about it, and I'll give you another $250 million.'"
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Fast, harsh, alone: Trump beams into prime time with uncertain results
Supporters said they'd never seen Trump like this before and wondered if he'd achieved his purpose of assuaging concerns about the economy.

President Donald Trump spoke to the nation Wednesday in an attempt to ease concerns about the economy. (Doug Mills/via REUTERS)


By Isaac Arnsdorf | 2025-12-18
President Donald Trump crammed his usual 90-minute rally routine into 18 minutes of prime-time broadcast television on Wednesday, perplexing "Survivor" finale viewers and his own allies alike.
He spoke more than 2,600 words in that time, markedly faster than his usual plodding pace at the teleprompter. His purpose was to ease concerns about the economy and to persuade Americans that he gets it. Afterward, even his own allies puzzled over whether the president did more harm than good with his rushed delivery and harsh tone.
"Trump is speaking so fast he seems panicked," supporter Trisha Hope posted online. "I've never seen him like this, and I have attended 42 of his rallies."
The president spoke directly into the camera rather than following his usual method of shifting conversationally between teleprompter screens to either side.
He stood alone in the Diplomatic Reception Room, starved of any audience to interact with or live reaction to gauge.
His tone was continuously loud and sharp, without any of his usual playful riffs and digressions.
"Why is he yelling at us?" conservative talk radio host Erick Erickson said on X.

President Donald Trump on Dec. 17 criticized his predecessor and touted his own policy achievements during a televised speech that was full of false statements.


Trump usually prefers to speak at length with frequent riffs and long digressions. At the Republican National Convention in July 2024, he broke the record for the longest acceptance speech -- which he had set in 2016. (His 2020 speech ranks third.) An adviser who spoke with Trump ahead of Wednesday's speech said the president admires Russian President Vladimir Putin's year-end news conferences, which last more than four hours, but Trump takes questions from the media so frequently that a news conference would be less noteworthy than an address.
On Wednesday, the broadcast networks gave Trump only about 15 minutes. But they didn't cut away once the president exceeded that limit.
The prime-time speech is a precious tool for presidents to address crises and set the agenda. Trump delivered this one as his approval ratings have fallen and as advisers urged him to find a more sympathetic tone on affordability. He followed their advice, acknowledging that many Americans still feel the pinch of inflation, and blaming the problem on the previous administration rather than insisting the problem doesn't exist.
Aides previewed the speech as a chance for the president to tout his accomplishments in his first year and assure Americans of better times ahead. But his clipped tempo and harsh tone had the effect of sounding less like he was apprising Americans of how much he was doing than scolding them for failing to appreciate him.
"He was not his usual confident self," right-wing podcaster Owen Shroyer said in an online video. "He seemed to be speed-reading. The charisma was gone. The aura was gone. The swagger was gone. And the message was stale. There was nothing new."
Former Trump strategist Stephen K. Bannon, covering the speech on his "War Room" podcast, pointed out that this address was seen by prime-time network TV viewers, not just the president's base.
Bannon posed the question: "Was this too intense for a broadcast audience?"
One sign of the anxiety ahead of the speech was open discussion among some allies urging Trump to use the address to do something bolder, such as further escalate tensions with Venezuela. Instead, Trump recited his campaign stump speech, blaming government spending and permissive immigration under his predecessor, Joe Biden, for driving up prices. The speech contained no new policy announcements.
Said right-wing blogger Matt Walsh on X: "That was perhaps the most pointless prime time presidential address ever delivered in American history."
Natalie Allison and Scott Nover contributed to this report.
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Military
Senators freeze Coast Guard admiral's promotion over swastika, noose policy
Adm. Kevin Lunday had condemned both symbols and directed they be prohibited, but a new workplace harassment policy downgrading them to "potentially divisive" was allowed to take effect.

Adm. Kevin Lunday, acting commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard, speaks with lawmakers during his Senate confirmation hearing last month. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


By Tara  Copp, Marianne LeVine, Michelle Boorstein | 2025-12-18
At least two U.S. senators have put holds on the nomination of Adm. Kevin Lunday to lead the U.S. Coast Guard, citing concerns with a new workplace harassment policy that downgrades the definition of swastikas and nooses from hate symbols to "potentially divisive."
The move upends Lunday's confirmation, which the Senate was due to vote on this week, and raises new questions about the decision to implement the policy revisions after Lunday in November had forcefully denounced such symbols and declared a wholesale prohibition on them.
The holds on Lunday's promotion were exercised by Sens. Tammy Duckworth (D-Illinois) and Jacky Rosen (D-Nevada). They follow a series of Washington Post reports detailing plans to include the incendiary language within the Coast Guard's new workplace harassment manual -- and the policy's quiet implementation this week despite the admiral's explicit directive last month. The manual is posted online and specifies that the document's previous version "is cancelled."
In a statement, Duckworth expressed incredulity at the situation and questioned why Lunday would not update the policy manual "to delete the absurd characterization that clearly states a noose and swastika are merely potentially divisive symbols." She said that the admiral had affirmed "directly to me" that both "are symbols of hate."
"This shouldn't be difficult," Duckworth said.
Rosen, in a social media post announcing her decision to place a hold on Lunday's nomination, said it appears he "may have backtracked in his commitment to me to combat antisemitism and hate crimes and protect all members of the Coast Guard." She said her hold will remain in place "until the Coast Guard provides answers."
It was not immediately clear why Lunday, who was named the Coast Guard's acting commandant after the Trump administration ousted his predecessor, did not incorporate his November order into the manual before it took effect Monday, or to what extent the Department of Homeland Security leadership, which has authority over the service, was involved in the revision process.
Two people familiar with policy manual's overhaul, speaking on the condition of anonymity for fear of reprisal, sought to distance Coast Guard leadership from the controversy. "The policy rewrite was bad staff work," one person, a Coast Guard employee, said. "But the Coast Guard's hands were tied in how we were able to address the mistake."
A spokesperson for Lunday did not respond to a request for comment, and the Coast Guard did not address whether Lunday, as acting commandant, had the authority to change the workplace harassment manual or if he required approval from Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem.
In a social media post late Wednesday night, the Coast Guard said it "maintains a zero-tolerance policy toward hate symbols, extremist ideology, and any conduct that undermines our core values. We prohibit the display or promotion of hate symbols in any form. Any suggestion otherwise is false."
The statement does not say whether the workplace harassment manual will be amended.
A spokeswoman for DHS, Tricia McLaughlin, said that by placing a hold on Lunday's nomination, Duckworth and Rosen were attempting to "extort" the Coast Guard to score "cheap political points."
"At a time when the threat of antisemitic violence is as widespread as it is right now, using this to politicize one of President Trump's military nominations is simply disgusting," McLaughlin said.
The issue has drawn concern from some Republicans, too. Sen. Dan Sullivan (R-Alaska) "has been clear with acting commandant Adm. Lunday since the story broke that the Coast Guard must clarify, in the strongest terms possible, that the Coast Guard does not tolerate symbols of hate, like swastikas and nooses," his office said in a statement Wednesday.
Sen. James Lankford (R-Oklahoma) also registered disapproval. In a statement, his office said the senator was "provided assurances" the policy had been corrected. "There is no reason," it says, "why there should be conflicting policies in place."
Unless the holds are lifted, Lunday's nomination will be sent back to the White House at the end of December, forcing Trump to renominate him or choose someone else for the job, according to a Senate Republican aide.

Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem on Capitol Hill earlier this month. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


The Coast Guard's hazing and harassment policy was an early focus of Lunday's after the Trump administration, upon entering office in January, fired his predecessor, Adm. Linda Fagan -- the first woman to lead a branch of the U.S. military. In announcing Fagan's removal, officials cited among other things her "excessive focus" on diversity initiatives.
Within days, Lunday ordered the suspension of the policy manual that, among its other guidance, said explicitly that the swastika was among a "list of symbols whose display, presentation, creation, or depiction would constitute a potential hate incident." Nooses and the Confederate flag also matched that description under the previous policy. Lunday was later nominated by Trump to lead the service as its commandant.
The policy manual changes reflect an administration-wide campaign to purge the federal of government of its focus on diversity, equity and inclusion. At the Pentagon, for instance, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth has fired multiple minority or female military officers in his ongoing effort to eliminate DEI initiatives. He has said, without offering evidence, that the prior administration's focus on DEI harmed military recruiting.
At the same time, antisemitism is on the rise globally. At least 15 people were killed over the weekend at a Hanukkah celebration in Australia.
The Coast Guard's new workplace harassment manual, beyond softening the definition of swastikas and nooses, also allows for supervisors to review how such symbols are used or displayed in the workplace instead of immediately prohibiting them.
After The Post in November revealed the Coast Guard's plan to adopt the new language, Lunday reacted swiftly -- stating in a memo to all Coast Guard personnel that his directive barring swastikas and nooses would supersede any other policy language.
Vincent W. Patton, who served as master chief petty officer of the Coast Guard -- the highest enlisted position -- from 1998 to 2002, on Wednesday cited Lunday's memo in offering a defense of the admiral and the policy revision. The new manual's wording gives the Coast Guard more latitude to make judgment calls case by case, he said, adding that Lunday's letter to all personnel was "very, very clear that hate symbols are prohibited."
The process and penalties remain the same -- regardless of whether the word is "hate" or "potentially divisive," Patton said in an interview.
Asked if he meant that there could be situations in which someone with a noose or a swastika flag or tattoo was not in violation of the harassment policy, he said "that's possible."
"I mean if it was a swastika, they should be out within a second," Patton said, "but Confederate flags? There should be an open dialogue to determine or define if this person has the potential and willingness to do something hateful."
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Politics
Trump pushes back on criticism of economy in contentious prime-time speech 
In a speech shorter than his usual hour-plus events, and which was full of false statements, the president promised a better economy in 2026.

(Doug Mills/AFP/Getty Images)


By Washington Post staff, Jacob Bogage, Dan Diamond, Isaac Arnsdorf, Abha Bhattarai, Rachel Lerman, Rachel Siegel, Cat Zakrzewski, Lauren Kaori Gurley, David J. Lynch, Karen Tumulty, Scott Clement, Andrew Ackerman | 2025-12-18
President Donald Trump delivered a sharply political televised speech Wednesday evening focused heavily on the economy, an effort to reverse declining public opinion numbers and the view even among some supporters that he has not lived up to key campaign promises.
"America is respected. And our country is back stronger than ever before," Trump said. "We're poised for an economic boom, the likes of which the world has never seen."
The speech, shorter than Trump's traditional hour-plus events and delivered with a rapid cadence, was full of false statements. Trump focused on defending his economic record, touting his use of tariffs and blaming his predecessor for rising prices. But the speech also veered into topics the president regularly addresses like immigration, crime and transgender issues. The speech did not address the president's escalating pressure campaign against Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro.
The speech was largely devoid of new policy, except for the president announcing that the nation's more than 1.4 million military service members would receive $1,776 payments from the government, payments he labeled a "warrior dividend."
Trump's remarks were similar to what he routinely says at his political events, leading Democrats to question why the broadcast networks agreed to give the president close to 20 minutes of airtime.
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White House
Trump trolls Biden, Obama in new plaques on 'Presidential Walk of Fame'
The fresh adornments to a "Presidential Walk of Fame" that Trump installed in September take a display already intended as a bit of a troll to new heights.

New plaques of explanatory text have been placed underneath presidential portraits on the Colonnade at the White House, seen Wednesday in Washington, D.C. (Alex Brandon/AP)


By Matt Viser | 2025-12-18
They have all the feel of an official marker placed at a historical site, with bronze-hued trim and gold-lettered type. But these accounts, on display at the White House, are written in the style of a Truth Social post and convey the perspective of one man: President Donald Trump.
The fresh adornments to a "Presidential Walk of Fame" that Trump installed in September take a display already intended as a bit of a troll to new heights.
"Sleepy Joe Biden was, by far, the worst President in American history," reads one sign that reporters spotted for the first time Wednesday, adding that he "brought our Nation to the brink of destruction."
Trump had previously taken aim at the nation's 46th president by installing a photo not of Biden, but of an autopen, alongside portraits of his predecessors.
A new plaque for President Barack Obama includes his middle name, Hussein and calls him "one of the most divisive political figures in American history." It says that as president "he passed the highly ineffective 'Unaffordable' Care Act, resulting in his party losing control of both Houses of Congress.
"He presided over a stagnant Economy, approved the terrible Iran Nuclear Deal, and signed the one-sided Paris Climate Accords" the plaque continues.
Bill Clinton's states, "In 2016, President Clinton's wife, Hillary Clinton, lost the Presidency to Donald J. Trump!"
Spokespeople for Biden and Clinton did not immediately respond to requests for comment. A spokeswoman for Obama declined to comment.
The one for Ronald Reagan casts his two terms in a positive light, concluding with, "He was a fan of President Donald J. Trump long before President Trump's Historic run for the White House. Likewise, President Trump was a fan of his!"
It notes that Jimmy Carter oversaw high inflation and economic woes and adds: "Many feel that President Carter was more successful after his Presidency than during it. He did wonderful things for Humanity!"
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) told NBC News that she found the plaques "disturbing."
"These are individuals who served who were elected by people around this country; whether I supported them or not, they were the country's president," Murkowski said. "Let's not have President Trump trying to redefine the contributions or lack of contributions of each; that's inappropriate."
The wall of photos is one of the latest changes that Trump has made to the White House. It sits next to the Rose Garden that the president has remade, and it is near the East Wing that he destroyed to make way for a planned 90,000-square-foot ballroom that some preservationists worry will overshadow the main mansion.
Trump and the project's former lead architect on the project argued about the size of the addition, with Trump pushing to go bigger.
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Politics
House Democrats roll out stock trading ban that includes Trump
The move could doom bipartisan efforts to ban stock trading, as Republicans may not back a measure that extends to the executive branch.

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) backs a proposal by House Democrats that would ban stock trading by members of Congress and President Donald Trump. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin, Marianna Sotomayor | 2025-12-18
House Democrats introduced their own ban on lawmakers trading stocks Tuesday that would cover President Donald Trump as well -- probably quashing a separate bipartisan effort that has been simmering for weeks.
The proposal sponsored by Rep. Seth Magaziner (D-Rhode Island) and backed by House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) is similar to a bipartisan measure that would bar members of Congress, their spouses and dependents from owning or trading stocks.
But the Democratic proposal would extend the same prohibition to the president and vice president and their families -- a key sticking point for Democrats and a provision that probably will make the bill unpalatable to most Republicans, most likely dooming the idea of a ban before next year's elections.
"We need bold action to end corruption throughout our government," Magaziner said in a statement, adding that he introduced the legislation at the request of House Democratic leadership and that he plans to file a discharge petition on the bill in January, which would force a vote on the bill if 218 House members sign.
This petition would follow a separate petition from Rep. Anna Paulina Luna (R-Florida) to force a vote on another bipartisan stock trading ban led by Magaziner and Rep. Chip Roy (R-Texas) that would not extend to the executive branch. That petition has 72 signatures as of Wednesday.
Magaziner said he will continue to "support and advocate" Luna's discharge petition: "I urge my colleagues to support bringing these bills to the floor for a vote, and taking decisive action to clean up corruption in Washington."
The dueling petitions may delay action on either proposal, though, as Democrats are likely to support the plan their leadership has backed, and most Republicans in both chambers are unlikely to back legislation that would restrain Trump. The White House lashed out at Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) earlier this year over concerns that his proposal to ban lawmaker stock trading would apply to the executive branch; the proposal was later changed to apply to officials after their term ends, exempting Trump.
If passed by the House, either proposal would need to get at least 60 votes to get around a filibuster in the Senate, which is controlled 53-47 by Republicans.
Magaziner said he had conversations with Republican members who are open to signing the petition.
"As far as the politics goes, there's some members who are retiring who are going to be on their way out the door. There are others who are in tough districts who are going to want to look for opportunities to show some independence from the president. And there are others who may just agree with it philosophically," he said. "I do think there's a possibility that some Republicans will do as I'm doing and sign on to both."
House Democrats are eager to address the issue, but on their own terms. A main plank of Democrats' agenda going into the midterms year focuses on government corruption, arguing to voters that if they regain the majority, they will ban stock trades by public officials.
"We need to clean up corruption in the institution of the Congress, the Supreme Court, as well as within the executive branch, starting with Donald Trump and JD Vance," Jeffries said Wednesday night.
Rep. Joe Morelle (New York), the top Democrat on the House Administration Committee, said Trump's myriad business interests raise questions about whether he is improperly profiting from his office.
"I don't see how we could do it without the president and the vice president. And frankly, if this isn't successful, when we take the majority, I'm going to work to get the Supreme Court in there as well," he said, later adding: "I hope that Republicans see the precedent that we set now doesn't just apply to Donald Trump, it applies to all presidents in the future."
The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the proposal.
House Administration Committee Chairman Rep. Bryan Steil (R-Wisconsin) has been working on another proposal that aims to guarantee members are not profiting off insider information.
"I am of the belief that we can make improvements" on the Stock Act, Steil said. "I'm focused on not only introducing text, but actually getting it passed. I believe that we have a real opportunity to do that."
Lawmakers have unsuccessfully sought to strengthen restrictions on congressional stock trading since at least 2018. There have been 23 new measures introduced since January to restrict lawmakers' ability to trade stocks. Many of the proposals would allow members to trade bundled assets like mutual funds or ETFs, just not shares in individual companies, and require storing assets in qualified blind trusts.
But Republican leaders have been slow to advance any of them, including Roy and Magaziner's bill, which has 115 bipartisan co-sponsors, or Hawley's bill that passed a Senate committee in July.
Support for Luna's petition has grown slowly over the last two weeks, as lawmakers on both sides held back to see how their leadership might proceed.
Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) has consistently said he personally supports limiting stock trading by members to avoid the appearance of conflicts, but that he understands concerns that a ban could dissuade qualified people from running for office.
"No one wants insider trading, and we want to make sure no one is violating the law," Johnson told reporters earlier this month. "It has to be worded correctly and we need consensus on it ... so we're working through that process."
Democrats have argued that any ban on lawmakers' stock trading should also extend to the president, citing concerns about the Trump family's appearances of conflicts of interest in the cryptocurrency industry, among others.
Asked earlier this month why Jeffries hasn't backed Luna's discharge petition, Jeffries argued the Republican "parachuted in" to the issue.
"It's Democrats who are actually serious about enacting a congressional stock ban, and we're committed to using every tool available to make sure that this happens," he said. "We're committed to this effort on the House Democratic side. And as a matter of fact, if she's interested in dealing with corruption, do something about the active ongoing crime scene coming out of 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue."
Insider trading is already illegal, by members of Congress or anyone else. Yet good-government advocates have long raised concerns that lawmakers have access to information the general public does not, creating potential conflicts of interest and the appearance of impropriety when trust in Congress is near historic lows.
Congress passed a law in 2012 that requires lawmakers to file a public disclosure of financial transactions, including purchases or sales of stock, that exceed $1,000 within 45 days.
Proponents of banning stock trading by members of Congress argue that the 2012 law, the Stock Act, fails to dissuade lawmakers from taking advantage of the privileged information they can access. They argue it does not require members to report the specific amount of their trades, allows too long for reporting, does not include stringent enough consequences for violating the law, and still allows for the appearance of conflicts.
A 2023 poll from the University of Maryland found that an overwhelming majority of Americans across the political spectrum -- 87 percent of Republicans, 88 percent of Democrats and 81 percent of independents -- support banning stock trading in individual companies for members of Congress.
A group of 90 former members of Congress wrote to Johnson and Jeffries earlier this month, urging them to advance Roy and Magaziner's bill, and 10 ethics groups urged House members to sign on to the legislation in November.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/12/17/stock-trading-ban-congress/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Justice
Jack Smith defends his cases against Trump during hours-long deposition
Former special counsel Jack Smith was giving a closed-door deposition to the House Judiciary Committee. He had asked to testify in public.

Former special counsel Jack Smith arrives for a closed-door interview with the House Judiciary Committee at Capitol Hill on Wednesday. (Jose Luis Magana/AP)


By Perry Stein | 2025-12-18
Former special counsel Jack Smith testified privately for hours to the House Judiciary Committee on Wednesday, aiming to dispel Republican efforts to frame his federal prosecutions of President Donald Trump as unjust and political.
Smith said in his opening statements that prosecutors collected enough evidence against Trump during the Biden administration to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that he unlawfully attempted to overturn the results of the 2020 election and that he unlawfully retained classified materials after he left office.
"The decision to bring charges against President Trump was mine, but the basis for those charges rests entirely with President Trump and his actions, as alleged in the indictments returned by grand juries in two different districts," said Smith, according to portions of the opening statement obtained by The Washington Post.
Smith was seen entering a private room on Capitol Hill at about 10 a.m., where he was set to testify before lawmakers. The proceedings stretched for over 8 hours.
The testimony was the result of weeks of back-and-forth between Smith and Republicans on the House Judiciary Committee, who have demanded that the former special counsel testify in private.
Smith, who is a private citizen and does not work for the Justice Department, repeatedly has said that he would sit for an interview with lawmakers in a public setting, but that he did not want to do it behind closed doors. His supporters have expressed concern that a private interview would be subject to selective leaks by committee members.
Smith oversaw two federal investigations into Trump during the Biden administration. One examined Trump's alleged mishandling of classified materials after he left office and his efforts to thwart investigators' attempts to retrieve them. The other probed his alleged attempts to overturn the 2020 election results.
Neither of the cases went to trial. A federal judge in Florida dismissed the classified documents case against Trump, ruling that then-Attorney General Merrick Garland unlawfully appointed Smith as special counsel. The Justice Department was appealing that decision but dropped it after Trump was elected president.
Smith also dropped the election interference case right before Trump became president, citing federal regulations that prohibit prosecutions against sitting presidents.
Trump, who has pushed for the Justice Department to prosecute his political foes, has called on law enforcement to investigate Smith. To avoid any potential prosecution based on his testimony, Smith had to answer each question with extreme care -- no matter what lawmakers asked him. Strict secrecy laws meant that Smith could not answer any questions about grand jury interviews or materials, according to people familiar with his testimony.
There is an ongoing court battle over the release of his final report detailing findings in the classified document probe.
U.S. District Judge Aileen M. Cannon -- who oversaw the legal proceedings for the classified document case in Florida -- has barred the release of that report, legally preventing Smith from speaking about it during his testimony. Advocacy groups have pushed in court for the report's release -- and Trump has asked the court permission to personally make a motion calling for it to be kept under seal.
Smith could risk prosecution if he opts not to answer any questions. Lawmakers referred one of Smith's deputies on the special counsel team, Thomas Windom, to the Justice Department to be prosecuted for obstruction after he appeared before lawmakers and allegedly did not answer their questions.
The Justice Department has not commented on whether it plans to charge Windom.
Smith and his special counsel team have said they had no choice but to drop the cases against Trump and have insisted that the cases were strong enough to get convictions at trial.
The Trump administration has fired multiple prosecutors and agents who worked on the cases and has portrayed Smith and his team as corrupt and politicized. The committee has also called some of Smith's deputies on the special counsel team for testimony.
"In today testifying before this committee, Jack is showing tremendous courage in light of the remarkable and unprecedented retribution campaign against him by this administration and this White House," Smith's attorney, Lanny Breuer, said Wednesday morning before entering the briefing room with Smith. "Let's be clear. Jack Smith, a career prosecutor, conducted this investigation based on the facts and based on the law and nothing more."
In recent months, Republican lawmakers have released investigatory material around Smith's probes to try to show that the special counsel team acted inappropriately and with malintent against Trump. The releases have often lacked the necessary legal context, with Smith's defenders saying the releases were intended to mislead the public about the probe.
Last month, Senate Republicans held a news conference to accuse Smith of improperly obtaining the phone records of nine Republican lawmakers as part of an election interference probe.
The senators did not explain that Smith obtained the information through subpoenas and that the records did not include the contents of their phone calls or messages. Instead, the records included a log of who the senators contacted and for how long they were on the phone in the days around the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.
Smith defended obtaining those records to lawmakers Wednesday, saying that he was following the evidence in the case.
"Exploiting that violence, President Trump and his associates tried to call Members of Congress in furtherance of their criminal scheme, urging them to further delay certification of the 2020 election," Smith said in his opening statements, according to the excerpts obtained by The Post. "I didn't choose those Members; President Trump did."
The Justice Department recently gave Republican lawmakers internal communications that show that some FBI agents in 2022 were hesitant about conducting a search of Trump's Mar-a-Lago residence to retrieve the sensitive materials he took from the White House.
The Trump administration officials on social media have amplified reports of these communications in recent days, seemingly as a way to show that they have uncovered evidence supporting their belief that the search was unjustified.
But the dispute around the search -- which was authorized by a judge -- had long been public. It has also been reported that once agents saw video footage of Trump employees moving around boxes of the government documents, they approved of the search.
Jeremy Roebuck contributed to this report.
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Politics
Michael Flynn, once probed over foreign payments, lobbied for Bosnian Serbs
Flynn is the second person pardoned by President Trump to work on behalf of the Bosnian Serb republic.

Retired Army Lt. Gen. Michael T. Flynn has been hired as a consultant for the Bosnian Serb republic. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


By Emily Davies, Aaron Schaffer, Michael Birnbaum | 2025-12-18
Retired Army Lt. Gen. Michael T. Flynn, who was once President Donald Trump's national security adviser, was hired as a consultant for the Bosnian Serb republic eight years after he admitted to secretly working to benefit the Turkish government.
He joins Rod Blagojevich, the former Democratic governor of Illinois who went to prison on corruption charges, as the second person pardoned by Trump to work on behalf of the Bosnian Serb republic.
Flynn was paid $100,000 for a month of his services, which consisted of "strategic advice and counsel," "analysis and information research" and "introductions," according to foreign lobbying filings required by law that were posted this week on the Justice Department website.
Blagojevich and Flynn were seeking to lift Biden-era sanctions on the then-leader of the Bosnian Serb republic, Milorad Dodik, related to accusations of corruption and undermining a peace agreement that ended the Bosnian War. The Trump administration lifted the sanctions in October -- but only after Dodik stepped down after a Bosnian court said he had defied a European overseer who administers the 1995 Dayton Peace Agreement.
The leadership of the Bosnian Serb republic has cultivated close ties with Russia, which has backed efforts to undermine Bosnia's central institutions and oppose regional NATO expansion -- interests that clash with traditional U.S. and Western goals of stabilizing the region and promoting democracy. The Trump administration has taken a far more skeptical view of NATO and the European Union than previous administrations.
Flynn did not reply to requests for comment Wednesday.
"He and I have been victims of weaponized prosecutors who have abused their power and criminalized things that aren't crimes," Blagojevich said of Flynn in a Wednesday interview with The Washington Post. "And the same thing happened and is still happening to the president of Srpska, President Dodik," he added, using the Serbian-language name for the Bosnian Serb republic.
Blagojevich said Flynn was helpful in raising awareness of the problems in the Bosnian Serb republic through social media and providing advice about whom to talk to "to get a good result for the government of Srpska."
"He has a very good understanding of the important people to talk to about issues concerning that part of the world," Blagojevich said.
The Trump administration also wiped away Biden-era sanctions levied in 2023 against Dodik's children and several business entities that officials said he used to siphon public funds "and enrich himself and his family at the expense of [his] citizens and functional governance in the country." Now Blagojevich said he wants the Trump administration's help to restore Dodik to power and remove the office of the overseer.
The Trump administration saw "an opportunity there to stabilize the region, which is historically a very dangerous place where wars break out, but also, you know, do a reset with regard to American policy there in Bosnia," Blagojevich said in an interview.
The president's norm-busting approach to clemency has brought relief to many high-profile politicians and officials convicted on corruption charges -- often with fewer conditions on their freedom than recipients who apply through a traditional process, which requires applicants to show evidence of remorse and rehabilitation.
So far this term, Trump has pardoned his most prominent allies involved in the effort to overturn the 2020 election results, the founder of an online drug market, former TV stars found guilty of fraud and tax evasion, and other people who have paid large sums of money to hire people who they believe have the president's ear.
Trump pardoned Flynn in late 2020, ending one of the most closely watched prosecutions to emerge from the Russia investigation. Flynn had pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI about his contacts with Russia's ambassador, then sought to undo that plea before the Justice Department moved to dismiss the charge.
As part of his guilty plea, Flynn told the court that he had acted as a foreign agent of the government of Turkey while working as a consultant during the 2016 presidential campaign. He admitted to falsely filing paperwork with the Justice Department indicating that he had not known whether Turkey would benefit from the work. Flynn later denied knowingly making false statements about his Turkey work.
With appropriate disclosures, Flynn is legally allowed to lobby on behalf of foreign governments. Since his pardon, Flynn has traveled the country to argue without evidence that Trump won the 2020 election and advocate on behalf of Christian nationalist ideals. Last year, he announced on the social media platform X that he would run for president in 2028 if former vice president Mike Pence ran for office.
In March, Trump named Flynn to the United States Military Academy Board of Visitors; a few months later, he endorsed Flynn's book on Truth Social. Blagojevich, who received a commutation from Trump in 2020 and a full pardon in February, attended this year's White House Christmas party, according to a social media post by Roger Stone, a longtime Trump ally who also received a presidential pardon.
The Bosnian Serb republic hired Blagojevich in March to work on a number of tasks, including lifting sanctions, according to a proposal by Blagojevich that was signed by Blagojevich and Zlatan Klokic, the republic's minister of European integration and international cooperation.
Dodik has long been close to Russian President Vladimir Putin and has advocated breaking off the ethnic-Serb-controlled territory of Bosnia and joining it with Serbia -- a move that skeptics say could reignite the Bosnian War that ended in 1995.
Dodik was president of that territory, Bosnian Serb republic, until August, when he was removed by a court for defying decisions of the international envoy who oversees the implementation of the Dayton Accords that ended the war.
Leaders of Bosnian Serbs often invoke their Christian identity to argue for independence from Muslim Bosnians -- an argument that Flynn has repeatedly echoed on Telegram.
"The Globalists hate CHRISTIANS and they hate anyone who stands up for their own people in the form of populism or nationalism," Flynn wrote on Aug. 8. "They most definitely hate #MAGA."
Days later, Flynn began working as a consultant with the Bosnian Serb republic, according to one of the foreign lobbying filings, which were marked received by the Justice Department in October but appear to have been publicly posted this week.
In August, a firm called "Resilient Patriotic LLC" was paid $100,000 as a "consulting fee" for Flynn's work on behalf of the republic, the disclosures show. Flynn is the manager of a similarly titled firm, "Resilient Patriot LLC," according to corporate filings.
Flynn is a consultant for Blagojevich's firm "RRB Strategies," which received $625,000 from the Bosnian Serb republic in March, according to the disclosures.
Since April, the firm has placed op-eds in right-wing news outlets to raise awareness of "the problems facing" the republic. The firm also has met with Sens. Marsha Blackburn (R-Tennessee) and Bernie Moreno (R-Ohio), as well as staff at the State Department, the forms show.
"Globalists versus a popular pro-nationalist leader who believes in and respects the will of his people," Flynn wrote on X on Aug. 18, days after he started working for the Bosnian Serbs. "Who does that remind you of? @POTUS @realDonaldTrump."
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Justice
Dan Bongino announces he is leaving FBI deputy director job in January
President Donald Trump commended Bongino on his tenure and suggested that he would be returning to his job as a conservative podcaster.

FBI Deputy Director Dan Bongino on Dec. 4 with Jeanine Pirro, the U.S. attorney for D.C.; and Anthony Spotswood, the special agent in charge of the Washington field office for the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


By Perry Stein, Jeremy Roebuck | 2025-12-18
FBI Deputy Director Dan Bongino announced Wednesday that he will leave his job next month, after a tumultuous tenure in which he helped oversee major shifts in the bureau's resources and dramatic dismissals of experienced agents.
"I want to thank you, my fellow Americans, for the privilege to serve you," he said in a social media post announcing his departure.
President Donald Trump commended Bongino on his service and suggested that he would be returning to his job as a conservative podcaster.
"Dan did a great job. I think he wants to go back to his show," Trump told reporters Wednesday afternoon, shortly before Bongino's announcement. 
Bongino -- the second most powerful person in the FBI -- left Washington for the year more than a week ago and said he would not be returning to the agency's headquarters, according to two people who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a personnel issue they were not authorized to talk about publicly. He had previously told colleagues that his last official day at the bureau would be in January, according to the two people.
In his social media post, Bongino thanked Trump, Attorney General Pam Bondi and FBI Director Kash Patel "for the opportunity to serve with purpose." He added, "God bless America, and all those who defend Her."
Patel, in a statement, called Bongino "the best partner I could've asked for in helping restore this FBI."
Patel and Bongino have shifted FBI resources to immigration enforcement, sinking morale at an agency that typically attracts law enforcement officials who are trained to work on more complex investigations. They have also pushed out seasoned veterans within the bureau with years of experience in national security and public corruption probes.
Multiple people familiar with Bongino's thinking said he has been unhappy at the FBI and has threatened to leave multiple times.
Three months into his job, Bongino expressed frustration with the demands of the deputy director position during a Fox News appearance.
"I gave up everything for this. My wife is struggling," he said in the May interview. He continued, "I stare at these four walls all day in DC, by myself, divorced from my wife -- not divorced -- but, I mean, separated, and it's hard."
When Trump named Bongino deputy director, the president transformed what was long a powerful career position that oversaw the day-to-day operations of the bureau into a political job with a more public presence.
Bongino, a Trump loyalist who had previously worked at the Secret Service, built his reputation within right-wing circles during the Biden administration. He did so in part by spreading conspiracy theories about the FBI and its workforce and criticizing law enforcement as politicized.
After Bongino began his job at the FBI and couldn't prove the baseless theories he spread on his podcast, many of his right-wing supporters turned on him.
Bongino and Patel -- also a conservative media personality -- used their platforms, for example, to spread inaccuracies about the high-profile sex-trafficking investigation into Jeffrey Epstein, accusing the Biden administration without evidence of covering up key details of the case.
When the Justice Department declared during the summer that there was no rumored "client list" tied to Epstein and that the law enforcement agency would not be releasing any more investigatory files, many people directed their ire at Bongino and Patel and accused the Trump administration of lying to the American people.
At the time, Bongino tried to distance himself from the White House response.
Bongino had also repeatedly speculated that the FBI was involved in "a massive cover-up" in its investigation of the pipe bombs that were placed outside the Republican National Committee and Democratic National Committee headquarters in D.C. on the eve of the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.
He declared on his podcast last year that it was an "inside job," then made the case a priority after assuming the deputy director's role. He faced critical questions about those past remarks when the investigation led to the arrest of a 30-year-old Virginia man with no apparent connection to the government.
"I was paid in the past for my opinions," he explained to  Sean Hannity of Fox News at the time, referring to his podcast days. "One day I will be back in that space, but that's not what I'm paid for now. I'm paid to be your deputy director, and we base investigations on facts."
Patel and Bongino have pushed out senior FBI officials across the country, often with no stated reason or in response to far-right critics online who have called for the agents' removals because of cases they may have been involved in. That has prompted multiple lawsuits against the FBI.
The lawsuits have portrayed Bongino and Patel as more concerned with their reputations online than with learning how the FBI operates.
In August, the Trump administration named then-Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey as the FBI's co-deputy director, installing  him to serve alongside Bongino. Bailey was considered for a top Justice Department position at the beginning of the administration, but the president opted not to nominate him.
Since joining the bureau, Bailey has assumed a more behind-the scenes role than Bongino. Bailey is expected to remain in his slot as deputy director.
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Politics
Moderate House Republicans join Democrats to force vote on ACA subsidies
The Senate has already rejected the plan, so the subsidies are still virtually certain to expire at the end of this year.

House Speaker Mike Johnson in October at the Capitol. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Marianna Sotomayor, Kadia  Goba, Riley Beggin | 2025-12-18
A small group of moderate House Republicans are joining Democrats to force a vote on a proposal to extend pandemic-era enhanced Affordable Care Act subsidies that are set to expire at the end of the year, seizing control of the floor from GOP leaders yet again in a sign of the sharpest tensions yet within the party.
The subsidies are virtually certain to expire because the Senate has already rejected the plan and the House will not vote on the proposal until next year. The expiration is expected to push up costs for most of the 24 million Americans who buy health insurance on the ACA marketplace.
House GOP leaders still held a vote Wednesday on a modest health care bill that Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) unveiled last week. But with most Republicans opposed to the subsidies, Johnson refused to allow an extension in his bill, fomenting the strongest rebellion among Republicans from swing districts to date. Many of those lawmakers, who fear political backlash in next year's midterms due to rising prices, tried unsuccessfully for weeks to persuade Johnson to include the extension.
Even so, moderates helped pass Johnson's health care bill Wednesday night, saying that the proposed changes are necessary. It remains unclear whether the Senate takes up the bill next year and whether it would have the support of 60 lawmakers.
Separately, Democrats -- who had made an extension their chief demand during the government shutdown this fall -- circulated what is known as a discharge petition, which can force legislation to the floor over leaders' objections if a majority of the House signs on. On Wednesday morning, four House Republicans, enough to put the petition over the top, joined that effort. The measure, sponsored by House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York), would extend the subsidies for three years but not before the expiration deadline later this month.
"To me, the clean three-year extension is not ideal," said Rep. Michael Lawler (R-New York). "But doing nothing is not an answer."
With the support from 218 lawmakers, House Democrats caused Republican leaders to scramble Wednesday when they attempted to bring up the three-year extension bill for an immediate floor vote. Republicans closed a vote on a procedural matter earlier than usual, preventing Democrats from prevailing.
"Mike Johnson should not recess the House of Representatives until we vote on this straightforward extension of the Affordable Care Act tax credits," Jeffries said.
Republicans have been fighting bitterly among themselves over health care changes since before the shutdown, echoing long-standing debates that date back to the ACA's enactment 15 years ago.
A handful of House Republicans representing competitive districts have been pushing to extend the subsidies for months, concerned about rising health care costs affecting their reelection prospects. Most conservatives, including many in the ultraconservative House Freedom Caucus, contend that the subsidies are no longer necessary, that they are vulnerable to fraud, and that they serve a relatively small share of Americans -- about 7 percent.
Including any provisions in a health care bill that extends premium subsidies risked a revolt from the far-right flank of the conference, where members want to see the subsidies expire or include provisions limiting access to abortion in exchange for their vote.
Unable to find a solution, Johnson sided with conservatives and introduced a plan that does not extend subsidies and would allow small businesses to pool health coverage and fund premium reductions for low-income people in the individual health insurance market. That proposal would reduce the deficit by $35.6 billion over the next decade, reduce premiums by about 11 percent and push about 100,000 people off health insurance per year, according to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office.
"Many of them did want a vote on this Obamacare covid-era subsidy the Democrats created," Johnson said of the moderates Tuesday. "We looked for a way to try to allow for that pressure release valve, and it just was not to be."
But upsetting moderates is risky for Johnson, potentially alienating -- and endangering -- a key bloc of lawmakers who are on the frontline defending the House majority in the midterm elections. The group did not go down without a fight.
One GOP proposal was hashed out after Johnson negotiated with moderates through the afternoon Tuesday. Rep. Nick LaLota (R-New York) introduced a plan that would not extend the subsidies -- which are paid to insurance companies -- but would replace them with equivalent tax credits directly to people buying health insurance on the ACA marketplace for the next two years.
Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pennsylvania) also introduced a proposal -- which is also filed as a discharge petition -- that would extend the subsidies by two years and implement changes including new income eligibility caps and a minimum monthly premium payment. A second proposal drafted by Rep. Jen Kiggans (R-Virginia), also a discharge petition, would extend the subsidies by one year with narrower eligibility changes.
All the proposed amendments were struck down by the GOP-controlled House Rules Committee on Tuesday night. The move prompted a group of moderate House Republicans -- Fitzpatrick, Lawler, Rob Bresnahan (Pennsylvania) and Ryan Mackenzie (Pennsylvania) -- to sign the Democratic petition Wednesday morning. Rep. David G. Valadao (R-California), another vulnerable incumbent, told The Washington Post he also wanted to sign the petition.
Republicans also blamed their leadership for failing to recognize the political consequence of missing the deadline, saying the attempt to pass a slim health care bill was pointless. Rep. Chip Roy (R-Texas), who voted against extending the subsidies, said Tuesday night that Johnson's health care bill was "milquetoast garbage."
"I think people need to get back home more and spend time with their constituents and hear them out," Fitzpatrick said about his colleagues not wanting to pass premiums. "Things are very expensive right now. Health care is very expensive. Anything we can do to lower the cost, we ought to do."
Hill Democrats have for months been pushing to extend the subsidies they approved during the covid-19 pandemic, refusing to fund the government without an extension. The subsidies have more than doubled enrollment in health care plans through the ACA marketplace.
Divisions over the policy in the Senate led to the longest shutdown in U.S. history, which concluded when a group of Senate Democrats agreed to reopen the government in exchange for a vote on a three-year extension of the enhanced tax credits. After the Senate blocked that legislation last week, it also rejected a GOP plan to redirect subsidies to individual accounts that can be used to pay for out-of-pocket health care costs.
Over the weekend, Johnson sought to get the moderates to abandon their petitions in exchange for a vote on the bipartisan bill Fitzpatrick proposed to amend the GOP plan. Moderates agreed to that initial deal but then walked away from it after GOP leadership insisted the amendment suddenly include myriad provisions, including another proposal that could offset its costs. Extending the subsidies for three years would cost around $64 billion, according to the CBO, a number that rankles fiscal conservatives.
Even if the House passed an extension in the new year, the policy would probably not receive the necessary 60 votes in the Senate to make it into law. Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), who voted for the Democratic bill last week, said she hoped the measure could put pressure on the Senate if it passed in the House.
But Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) appeared unlikely to take up the bill again unless the House passed it with overwhelming support.
"My assumption is the discharge petition's going to be a very, probably, partisan vote," Thune said.
Theodoric Meyer contributed to this report.
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Politics
White House rallies around Susie Wiles after candid interviews
Chief of staff candidly assesses the president and his team to Vanity Fair, saying Trump has "an alcoholic's personality," Bondi "whiffed" on the Epstein files and Vance's pro-Trump makeover was "political."

White House Chief of Staff Susie Wiles said the president "operates [with] a view that there's nothing he can't do. Nothing, zero, nothing." (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Isaac Arnsdorf, Maegan Vazquez | 2025-12-17
Administration officials have lined up to defend White House Chief of Staff Susie Wiles, including leaders she insulted over the course of 11 on-the-record interviews with a writer for the magazine Vanity Fair.
Wiles and her allies said the two resulting articles, published Tuesday, took her out of context and cast the team in a negative light. Joining an outpouring of supportive statements from Cabinet secretaries and White House staffers, President Donald Trump praised Wiles and attacked Vanity Fair.
"I didn't read it, but I don't read Vanity Fair -- but she's done a fantastic job," Trump told the New York Post on Tuesday. "I think from what I hear, the facts were wrong, and it was a very misguided interviewer, purposely misguided."
Speaking to reporters Wednesday, Trump said Wiles would remain his chief of staff.
"She's doing a great job," he said.
Tuesday's articles caught Wiles and her staff by surprise. Two people close to Wiles, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they weren't authorized to speak publicly, said she thought her conversations with the writer, Chris Whipple, were for a book, and she didn't expect him to quote her so extensively. Other White House staff members were not aware of Wiles's interviews with Whipple, according to the people close to Wiles and the Vanity Fair article.
The Vanity Fair article said the conversations with Wiles were on the record.
Wiles and other top advisers, including Vice President JD Vance and Secretary of State Marco Rubio, participated in a photo shoot and interviews for the story. The people close to Wiles said staff expected the photos to be taken by Annie Leibovitz, the famed photographer who has previously documented politicians for Vanity Fair, and they did not expect long articles to accompany the pictures.
Photographer Christopher Anderson shot the images published in the articles. Vanity Fair editor Mark Guiducci also attended the nine-hour visit to the White House.
"We should be giving fewer interviews to mainstream media outlets," Vance, whom Wiles was quoted as calling a "conspiracy theorist," said Tuesday at a rally in Allentown, Pennsylvania. "Sometimes I am a conspiracy theorist, but I only believe in the conspiracy theories that are true."
The chief of staff said in a social media post that the articles "disregarded" what she called "significant context."
"The article published early this morning is a disingenuously framed hit piece on me and the finest President, White House staff, and Cabinet in history," Wiles wrote.
Wiles also received support Tuesday from Donald Trump Jr. and almost every Cabinet member -- including Attorney General Pam Bondi, who Wiles said "whiffed" the release of the Epstein files, and budget director Russell Vought, whom she called a "right-wing absolute zealot."
"Chief of Staff Susie Wiles has helped President Trump achieve the most successful first 11 months in office of any President in American history," White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said in a statement. "President Trump has no greater or more loyal advisor than Susie. The entire Administration is grateful for her steady leadership and united fully behind her."
Trump has previously begrudged advisers whom he viewed as claiming too much credit or attention. In his first term, he fired chief strategist Stephen K. Bannon after he appeared on the cover of Time magazine. Last year, Trump was irritated with advisers, including Wiles, who cooperated with an extensive article in the Atlantic during the campaign.
Wiles said she spoke with Trump about the article Tuesday morning and he wasn't mad, since he relates to feeling misrepresented in the media, according to one of the people close to her.
Trump has expressed appreciation for Wiles's tendency to keep a low profile, such as when she declined to take a bow at his election night party, nicknaming her on the spot "the ice maiden." But he's also complained when advisers aren't defending him on TV. This month, Wiles gave a rare interview on the right-wing program "The Mom View," in which she said Trump would actively campaign for Republicans in the 2026 midterms.
"Susie is someone who has stood with the president through weaponized indictments, coordinated law fare and assassination attempts," said Danielle Alvarez, who worked with Wiles on the 2024 Trump campaign. "The fake news is going to do what the fake news is going to do. The president's team is focused on delivering his America First agenda."
Wiles offered an unvarnished description of her professional relationship with Trump -- a relationship that she said nearly ended after she was on the receiving end of an explosive outburst from him over Florida poll numbers.
At Trump's Miami golf club in the fall of 2016, Wiles told Vanity Fair, he berated her for more than an hour. "He was ranting and raving. And I didn't know whether to argue back or whether to be stoic. What I really wanted to do was cry," she added. After the confrontation, Wiles said she told Trump: "'If you want somebody to set their hair on fire and be crazy, I'm not your girl. But if you want to win this state, I am. It's your choice.' ... Lo and behold, he called me every day." Trump would go on to win Florida in the 2016 presidential election.
Wiles, who referred to herself as "a little bit of an expert in big personalities," described Trump as having "an alcoholic's personality," saying he "operates [with] a view that there's nothing he can't do. Nothing, zero, nothing."
Wiles said she urged Trump not to pardon the most violent rioters from the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol, but after Trump argued that even the violent offenders had been unfairly treated, she "sort of got on board."
She and Trump, she said, had "a loose agreement that the score settling will end before the first 90 days [of his presidential term] are over."
In August, long after those first 90 days had passed, Wiles told Vanity Fair that she did not think Trump was on "a retribution tour" but that he believed "people that have done bad things need to get out of the government."
"In some cases, it may look like retribution. And there may be an element of that from time to time. Who would blame him? Not me," she added.
Wiles offered candid assessments of the administration's handling of files related to deceased financier and sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.
Attorney General Pam Bondi, Wiles said, "completely whiffed" in handling the Epstein files.
"First she gave them binders full of nothingness," Wiles said, referring to the binders handed to conservative influencers containing previously released information related to the Justice Department's investigations of Epstein. "And then she said that the witness list, or the client list, was on her desk. There is no client list, and it sure as hell wasn't on her desk."
The Justice Department referred The Post to social media posts from Bondi, Wiles and the White House when asked for comment Tuesday.
Wiles also appeared to contradict Trump's unsubstantiated claim that former president Bill Clinton visited Epstein's private island "supposedly 28 times." She said "there is no evidence" those visits happened and, asked whether there was any incriminating information about Clinton in the files, Wiles said, "The president was wrong about that."
In November, Trump called on the Justice Department to examine the relationships between Epstein and several prominent Democrats, including Clinton.
Representatives for Clinton did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
Trump, Wiles said, is in the Epstein files, but "he's not in the file doing anything awful." Trump "was on [Epstein's] plane ... he's on the manifest. They were, you know, sort of young, single, whatever -- I know it's a passe word but sort of young, single playboys together."
No evidence has surfaced of wrongdoing by Trump, who has said that he had "no idea" about Epstein's criminal behavior.
Wiles also said it was Deputy Attorney General Todd Blanche's suggestion to interview Epstein's former associate Ghislaine Maxwell, who was convicted in 2021 of aiding Epstein in his abuse of young women and girls and is serving a 20-year prison sentence. She also claimed that neither she nor Trump was consulted about Maxwell's transfer to a minimum-security prison camp in Texas, saying: "The president was mighty unhappy. I don't know why they moved her. Neither does the president."
Wiles called billionaire Elon Musk, who led the U.S. DOGE Service's efforts to slash the government's size at the start of Trump's second term, "a complete solo actor."
Musk, Wiles claimed, was "an avowed ketamine [user]" who slept "in a sleeping bag in the EOB [Executive Office Building] in the daytime. And he's an odd, odd duck, as I think geniuses are. You know, it's not helpful, but he is his own person."
When asked what she thought about Musk sharing a social media post about public-sector workers killing millions under Hitler, Stalin and Mao, she told the magazine, "I think that's when he's microdosing" but said she had no firsthand knowledge.
Representatives for Musk did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
After Trump fell out with Musk earlier this year, The Post reported, the president called his former ally "a big-time drug addict," according to a person with knowledge of the conversation who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters.
Musk has acknowledged using ketamine, a powerful anesthetic, which he says was prescribed for him to treat depression.
In her discussion with Vanity Fair, Wiles referred to Vice President JD Vance as being "a conspiracy theorist for a decade." She also sought to differentiate how Vance and Secretary of State Marco Rubio -- both seen as potential successors to Trump in 2028 -- came around to supporting Trump after having opposed him.
"Marco was not the sort of person that would violate his principles. He just won't. And so he had to get there," Wiles said, adding that Vance's "conversion came when he was running for the Senate. And I think his conversion was a little bit more, sort of political."
Vance and Wiles also offered diverging views of how the 2026 midterm elections will go.
The vice president told Vanity Fair: "I think a good midterm election for an incumbent presidency would be to lose a dozen seats in Congress and two or three seats in the Senate. ... I think it will be better than that." Wiles, on the other hand, told the magazine, "We're going to win the midterms."
Jacob Bogage, Scott Nover and Amy B Wang contributed to this report.
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Politics
Trump administration admits to targeting blue states for energy grant cuts
Justice Department lawyers argue in court documents that it is legal for the administration to withhold funding based on partisan politics.

(Jim Mone/AP)


By Meryl Kornfield, Hannah Natanson | 2025-12-17
The Trump administration acknowledged in a court filing this week that a decision to cut energy grants during the government shutdown was influenced by whether the money would go to a state that tended to vote for Democrats statewide or nationally.
Government lawyers also wrote in the filing that "consideration of partisan politics is constitutionally permissible, including because it can serve as a proxy for legitimate policy considerations."
The remarkably candid admission echoes President Donald Trump's frequent vows to punish cities and states that he sees as his enemies, from withholding disaster relief for Southern California to targeting blue cities with National Guard troops.
It also raises the possibility that federal attorneys would make similar arguments in legal challenges to other unilateral cuts implemented by the administration for blue cities and states.
The White House budget office and the Energy Department did not respond to requests for comments about the new filing.
A coalition of Minnesota clean-energy groups and the city of St. Paul sued the Trump administration last month in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia after the Energy Department announced it was slashing 321 grants worth about $7.5 billion. The cuts included projects to kick-start the hydrogen industry in California, upgrade the electricity grid serving Indigenous communities in New Mexico and generate new energy mostly from wind and solar in Minnesota.
At the time, Trump's budget director, Russell Vought, touted the cuts on X, declaring "nearly $8 billion in Green New Scam funding to fuel the Left's climate agenda is being canceled" and listed blue states.
California's Democratic lawmakers had complained about partisan interference in the grant cuts, demanding an investigation by the Energy Department's acting inspector general. Acting inspector general Sarah B. Nelson wrote in a letter to Democrats this week that her office would be looking into the process for canceling grants "and whether those cancellations were in accordance with established criteria."
In their lawsuit, the Democratic city and clean energy groups argue that cuts to funding in Minnesota were entirely politically motivated. Justice Department attorneys did not agree that it was solely a political decision but instead claimed that politics was one factor.
During the record-long government shutdown that ended in November, Trump and his allies said they would target Democratic priorities and cut funding to programs in mostly Democratic-controlled states.

Office of Management and Budget Director Russell Vought speaks with the press outside the West Wing on May 22. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


"A lot of good can come down from shutdowns," Trump told reporters in October. "We can get rid of a lot of things we didn't want, and they'd be Democrat things."
At the same time, the government has previously been careful not to invoke political considerations in court cases about its decision-making. In an earlier filing in the same St. Paul case, government attorneys wrote that the terminations were "part of a months-long review process by DOE, and the grant terminations made as part of this review process include entities located in both 'Red States' and 'Blue States' alike."
The Monday filing marked the first time the government had acknowledged in the court documents that politics was a factor.
Legal experts said the administration's statement marks a significant departure from legal norms in which agencies have traditionally steered clear of pointing to partisanship in such cases.
"It really undermines the idea that you're passing neutral laws that you know are supposed to apply equally to everybody," said Dan Farber, a professor of law at the University of California at Berkeley. "I find it really startling they would make that concession."
The groups are alleging that the administration violated their First Amendment rights by targeting a state that voted for Democrat Kamala Harris in the 2024 presidential election.
David Super, a law professor at Georgetown University, said the free speech claim could chart a new course for grantees impacted by cuts after the Supreme Court previously rejected an effort to restore research funding through the National Institutes of Health based on the argument that the cuts were arbitrary and capricious.
"I cannot believe that the Supreme Court would want to allow a partisan tit-for-tat to develop with each party pulling grants from its perceived partisan foes, but one can never be entirely certain these days," Super wrote in an email.
Eric Schickler, a political science professor at UC-Berkeley, said the administration may make the argument that politics can be a proxy for policy considerations in other instances where blue states are systematically disadvantaged, especially if it proves successful in this case. Farber, however, said that the blue cities and states suing the administration could use this latest concession against them in legal attacks.
"I believe this is likely a preview of a strategy that the administration will adopt more broadly if the courts go along with it," Schickler said.
The admission aligned with what some Energy Department employees noticed over the past several months in the cancellation of grants, according to two workers there who spoke on the condition of anonymity out of fear of retribution.
One worker said there were internal discussions at Energy about canceling projects across the country, and that staff were told it would be based on an independent review of criteria including technical merit and alignment with administration objectives. But when she saw a leaked list of canceled grants over the summer, it only affected projects in mostly blue areas: Washington, New York, Illinois and Massachusetts.
The second Energy worker said that, over months, he noticed the same: "One of the most important factors deciding which projects get canceled is what state is the performer in. Is it in a blue or a red state?"
A few times, he and his co-workers tried to make the system work to their advantage.
They would take a project with an original location of New York or California and try to find ways to move the same work to Iowa or Georgia -- anywhere tinged red. The original recipient of the project was often bummed, he said, but willing to try to salvage the federal funding and the project, even if it went to someone else. It's not yet clear if that strategy will pan out, he said.
"The work is fine, the administration likes the work, they just don't like the person doing it," he said. "It sucks, but it's better to have the work happen."
Nicolas Rivero and Jake Spring contributed to this report.
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Health
Trump taps Yale doctor who pushed unproven covid treatment to lead U.S. cancer effort
Harvey Risch, an epidemiologist respected for his cancer research, promoted the use of hydroxychloroquine during the pandemic, despite a lack of evidence it worked against covid.

A Yale epidemiologist known for his cancer research but who has faced controversy for promoting an unproven covid-19 treatment will helm the President's Cancer Panel. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


By Ariana Eunjung Cha | 2025-12-17
Harvey Risch, a Yale epidemiologist long respected for his work in cancer research but who has faced controversy for promoting an unproven covid-19 treatment, has been selected by President Donald Trump to lead the nation's cancer initiative.
Over the course of his career, Risch published 400 original peer-reviewed research papers most notably on cancer prevention and early detection, and has studied a wide array of malignancies including ovarian, pancreatic, lung, bladder, esophageal and stomach cancers. He has also served as an editor at several of the field's leading journals.
Risch, a professor emeritus and senior research scientist at the Yale School of Public Health and Yale School of Medicine, will serve as chairman of the President's Cancer Panel. The advisory group helps make recommendations on cancer-related policies and monitors the National Cancer Program, which was created in 1971 to coordinate research nationwide.
Risch "plans to accelerate American innovations in cancer prevention and increase the public's awareness of reproductive, dietary, occupational, environmental, and immune system-related factors that influence cancer etiology," according to the announcement this week by the Department of Health and Human Services.
"Dr. Risch brings the expertise and resolve needed to identify the root causes of cancer in America," HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. said.
In recent years, Risch has become a public figure for very different reasons. In 2023, on an audio segment Risch hosted on "America Out Loud," a conservative podcast network, he speculated about a connection between the covid vaccine and "turbo cancer" in young adults despite being no clinical evidence of a connection. And during the  pandemic in 2020 his advocacy of hydroxychloroquine, an antimalarial, as a covid treatment drew sharp criticism from medical experts.
In May of that year, Risch wrote a paper in the American Journal of Epidemiology and in July an opinion piece in Newsweek arguing that the drug should be used early in high-risk patients with symptomatic covid.
The argument aligned with  Trump's own enthusiasm for hydroxychloroquine, which he famously called a "game changer" and said he was taking daily, along with zinc, as a preventive measure. At the same time, U.S. health officials and the Food and Drug Administration were urging the public not to use the drug, citing a lack of demonstrated benefit and the potential for serious side effects, including dangerous heart-rhythm disruptions.
Risch's position prompted a letter from his own Yale colleagues, who expressed "grave concern," and a rebuttal in the American Journal of Epidemiology from Matthew P. Fox, a Boston University epidemiologist, who wrote that pushing the view "in the face of this evidence is irresponsible and harmful to the many people already suffering from infection."
On Wednesday, Fox said that while he disagreed with some of Risch's opinions related to covid, that Risch is "a very capable and strong epidemiologist with decades of experience in epidemiologic methods and work on cancer specifically."
"My hope is that he will use his expertise for the good of advancing cancer prevention and treatment with a focus on using rigorous evidence to support policy that will ensure a better future for cancer in the U.S. and around the world," Fox said.
Eric Topol, executive vice president of Scripps Research, said that Risch "clearly has solid academic credentials." But that Risch's views linking covid vaccines and cancer ... "are baseless, without any meaningful evidence, and quite worrisome."
Risch would be working alongside Anthony Letai, a Harvard Medical School professor and Dana-Farber Cancer Institute oncologist who was sworn in as director of the National Cancer Institute in September.
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National Security
Senate passes Pentagon bill pressing Hegseth to disclose boat strike evidence
The sprawling legislation includes a provision seeking video and other materials detailing the Trump administration's military activities in Latin America. 

A member of the National Guard outside the U.S. Capitol this summer. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


By Noah Robertson | 2025-12-17
The Senate on Wednesday passed Congress's $900 billion defense policy bill, advancing a bipartisan effort to force the Pentagon to disclose footage of a controversial military strike on an alleged drug smuggling boat near Venezuela.
The legislation advanced by a vote of 77 to 20. It cleared the House last week, and President Donald Trump is expected to sign it into law.
A measure in the bill withholds 25 percent of Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth's travel budget until he provides Congress with video of the Sept. 2 operation and other materials related to the Trump administration's unprecedented campaign against Latin American narcotics traffickers. Eleven people were killed in that attack, including two men who survived a U.S. initial strike on their vessel.
The footage is seen as essential evidence as lawmakers seek to determine whether military officials violated the law of armed conflict by targeting the boat's wreckage with survivors present. Military law grants special protection to people who are deemed "shipwrecked," meaning they are in peril and not engaging in hostilities. The commander who oversaw the operation has sought to defend his decision to order the subsequent strike that killed the two survivors.
Hegseth and Secretary of State Marco Rubio appeared Tuesday on Capitol Hill, where they briefed the House and Senate on the Sept. 2 attack and the administration's broader counternarcotics campaign. To date, U.S. forces have targeted 25 boats suspected of ferrying illicit drugs, killing 95 people, according to the Trump administration's public disclosures.
In brief remarks to reporters, Hegseth said he has ruled out releasing the Sept. 2 video, citing a need to protect U.S. military secrets. Members of the House and Senate Armed Services committees viewed the footage Wednesday and spoke with Adm. Frank M. Bradley, who led the operation.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth arrives for a classified briefing with House lawmakers on Tuesday. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)


The National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) largely focuses on making it easier for the Pentagon to buy weapons, eliminating bureaucracy that Republicans and Democrats agree has become an unacceptable obstacle amid an arms race with Russia and China.
But the legislation also represents the GOP-controlled Congress asserting its authority over U.S. defense policy, after some Republicans have complained that the Pentagon under Hegseth has withheld critical information all year. The bill would force the Defense Department to consult with lawmakers before withdrawing troops from South Korea and Europe and before restructuring military commands around the world.
The legislation includes other areas of bipartisan pushback against the Trump administration, including measures that extend security aid to Ukraine and the Baltic nations that border Russia. The Pentagon had intended to cancel the initiatives.
In a win for lawmakers skeptical of open-ended U.S. military commitments, the bill repeals decades old legislation authorizing the use of military force during the Gulf War and the Iraq War.
It also includes a nearly 4 percent pay raise for service members.
Still, while many of the most partisan parts of the bill were cut away during negotiations between the House and Senate, some Democrats nonetheless reacted with frustration at parts of the final text. In particular, bipartisan provisions that would have restored the work of a commission tasked with renaming military bases that had once honored the Confederacy were struck from the final bill.
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Opinions
Why New York City keeps building luxury high-rises
Outdated rules and laws kill affordability and encourage luxury buildings.

The Manhattan skyline as seen from Queens in New York. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Nile Berry | 2025-12-18
Nile Berry writes about real estate in New York, focusing on construction, housing policy and urban economics.
If you've lived in New York long enough to watch the skyline change, you've probably seen the pattern: So many of the city's new towers are built for the wealthy. They arrive with vaguely aspirational names -- the Lyra or Sky House -- designed to sound luxurious rather than reflect any real sense of place.
The reflexive explanation is the greed of developers, financiers and foreign investors. It's an emotionally satisfying story, but it obscures a simpler truth. New York is ranked as the most expensive place in the world to build. Long before a proposal reaches a zoning board, the math has already eliminated anything resembling affordability.
Office construction costs in New York are 15 to 50 percent higher than in comparable cities. According to real estate consultants Turner & Townsend, the average construction cost per square foot in New York is $534 -- higher than cities such as D.C. ($359) and Philadelphia ($428). In addition to land, materials and labor make up a significant part of any project's budget, and New York's rules keep these particular costs artificially inflated.
Consider plumbing. In almost every modern city, developers use PVC piping, which is inexpensive, safe and perfectly adequate. New York, clinging to a century of tradition, still mandates that high-rises use heavy cast-iron pipes that cost several times more than PVC and require pricier, often union-certified labor to install. Electrical rules follow the same logic. Where most cities allow plastic-coated wiring, New York insists that most lines be threaded through metal conduit.
What look like minor technical mandates compound across an entire building, pushing project proposals from marginally feasible to economically impossible.

New York City is the most expensive place on earth to build new housing. Why is that? Nile Berry breaks down why costs are so high, resulting in so many luxury.


Then come New York's work rules that stretch timelines and budgets. By square footage per year, Chicago skyscraper construction is almost twice as fast as in New York. By stories per year, it's almost 40 percent faster, partly because tasks that one tradesperson could perform elsewhere require two or three in New York. Crane operations are a perfect example. The licensing process is so restrictive that many projects avoid using tower cranes, opting for manual or piecemeal material handling -- meaning more workers and more labor hours for the same task.
And then there's the scaffold law -- an 1885 statute found nowhere else in the country -- which imposes absolute liability on contractors for any slips or falls, even when a worker's negligence caused the accident. The result is sky-high insurance premiums that can add 5 to 10 percent to the entire project's cost.
This is the dynamic Ezra Klein and Derek Thompson describe in their book "Abundance": a system that mistakes process for progress, where well-intentioned rules accumulate without being weighed against their combined effect. Each regulation makes sense in isolation. Together, they quietly choke off the supply of the things society claims to want more of.
While New York maintains outdated rules, other cities have moved in the opposite direction. Tokyo, for example, has modernized its building code, emphasizing performance-based regulation -- proving a method is safe rather than following a prescriptive list of mandated materials and procedures. The result is faster, cheaper construction without compromising quality.
Several American cities -- including Austin and Minneapolis -- have taken similar steps, showing how flexible standards and streamlined codes can reduce construction costs. Their reward: more housing at every price point, including market-rate units that are attainable for middle-income households. New York's reward for resisting reform: luxury towers with empty units and affordable housing lotteries flooded with millions of applicants.
New York doesn't need to reinvent housing policy; it needs to unclog it. Update the building code. Repeal the scaffold law. Modernize labor rules. The cumulative savings could make it feasible -- perhaps even profitable -- to build something other than luxury high-rises.
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The Post's View
Trump's unconvincing argument on affordability
Hyperbole is not a plan.

President Donald Trump addresses the nation from the Diplomatic Reception Room of the White House on Wednesday night. (Doug Mills/Pool via Reuters) 


By Editorial Board | 2025-12-18
Can Americans be persuaded that the economy is performing at "A+++++" levels, as President Donald Trump insists, despite most feeling otherwise this holiday season? Perhaps, but Trump's primetime address Wednesday didn't get the job done.
The 18-minute speech allowed Trump to tout wins on lowering drug prices, securing the border and negotiating the return of Hamas's remaining hostages. Mostly, though, he focused on tariffs - not a great message for a speech meant to address affordability.
Consumers face an overall average effective tariff rate of 16.8 percent, the highest since 1935, according to Yale's Budget Lab. These new taxes - which have been wielded on a whim, often in pursuit of non-economic demands - have contributed to rising prices. Trump himself occasionally admits this in roundabout ways, such as when he tells voters they need to be less materialistic. Yet he touted the tariffs as one of his major accomplishments.
The president also announced that 1.45 million members of the military will receive a $1,776 check in the mail before Christmas. The opportunity to share this "warrior dividend," he said, is "because of tariffs." In fact, the money is coming from funds allocated to subsidize housing allowances for service members as part of the tax-and-spending bill he signed in July.
Four times as many Americans say they're losing ground financially as feel they're getting ahead; 72 percent rate economic conditions negatively (including nearly half of Republicans); 58 percent think Trump is focused on the wrong things; and 36 percent approve of his tariffs, according to a Fox News poll published Wednesday. Other surveys show similar results.
Public anxiety is rooted in reality. A report released Thursday shows the consumer price index rose in November at a 2.7 percent rate. That's better than expected but still significantly above the Federal Reserve's 2 percent target. Tuesday's jobs report showed 41,000 jobs were lost over October and November, and the unemployment rate ticked up to 4.6 percent, the highest since 2021.
Trump's penchant for hyperbole is expected, but voters aren't buying the White House spin. The president needs a better argument than denying economic reality or simply blaming his predecessor. Policy is always more important than messaging. Trump's economic strategy remains unchanged, so the president shouldn't be surprised if his anemic polling numbers remain unchanged, too.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/12/18/trump-speech-tariffs-economy-checks/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Opinions
Mehmet Oz: What children in gender distress really need
Trump administration says it will prioritize evidence over risky experiments in gender care.

A vial of testosterone cypionate which is used in hormone therapy treatments. (Carolyn Kaster/AP)


By Mehmet Oz, Stephanie Carlton | 2025-12-18
Mehmet Oz, a physician and former television host of "The Dr. Oz Show," serves as the administrator of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. Stephanie Carlton, a nurse, is deputy administrator of CMS.
America's children aren't lab mice. They deserve quality care backed by sound evidence and should not be conscripted as test subjects in risky experiments that cause irreversible harm.
That's why the federal government has proposed two rules today banning the use of Medicaid and Children's Health Insurance Program funds to subsidize sex-rejecting medical interventions for minors and prohibiting hospitals participating in Medicare and Medicaid from performing them. Extraordinary interventions such as cross-sex hormones and double mastectomies require extraordinary evidence, especially when children are involved. In this case, the evidence is lacking.
Comprehensive independent reviews -- including by the Department of Health and Human Services, Sweden, Finland and Britain -- conclude that the evidence that these treatments produce lasting benefits is "remarkably weak," "low quality" and "insufficient" to determine "long-term outcomes."
The risks, however, are substantial:
* Puberty blockers can reduce bone density, alter brain development and disrupt sexual maturation.
* Cross-sex hormones cause irreversible changes, including infertility, loss of sexual function and cardiovascular issues.
* Surgical interventions remove healthy organs, permanently alter appearance and can lead to decades of painful, costly complications.
Too many medical professionals have ignored these findings. Reasonable, evidence-based objections -- that a child's gender confusion might resolve over time or that hormones and surgeries might not bring lasting relief -- are denounced as bigotry.
This is not how clinicians respond to any other case of pediatric or adolescent mental distress. The accepted approach is to begin with the least invasive interventions, including psychotherapy, family counseling, evaluation for autism or attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), treatment for anxiety and depression, and trauma-informed care.
Many adolescents presenting gender distress have co-occurring conditions. A widely discussed study by researcher Lisa Littman found 63 percent had at least one prior mental health disorder or neurodevelopmental disability.
The consequences of ignoring mental health and jumping straight to medicalization aren't theoretical. A growing number of people -- who underwent these interventions as minors but have returned to accepting their biological sex -- have filed lawsuits saying that clinicians pushed them toward blockers, hormones and surgeries without adequately addressing their psychological issues.
Doctors do a grave disservice to these young patients when they treat expressions of gender distress as infallible declarations of "true identity" instead of addressing them in their broader psychological and cultural context.
Three trends, which arose in the 2010s, seem particularly relevant:
First, diagnoses of adolescent gender dysphoria surged -- particularly among girls, for whom the condition was previously uncommon. One gender clinic in the United States reported a fivefold increase in the average monthly number of minor patients referred to the clinic between 2015 and 2018. Nearly three-quarters of those children were "assigned female at birth." This reverses historic trends for the transgender population, in which biological males outnumbered biological females. International data show the same pattern: Between 2009 and 2018, Britain saw a 12-fold increase in gender treatment referrals for boys, while referrals for girls grew by a factor of 44.
Second, teens got smartphones, and social media use exploded. Studies show that they now spend an average of nearly five hours per day on social media.  The Littman study found that 87 percent of parents "reported that, along with the sudden or rapid onset of gender dysphoria, their child either had an increase in their social media/internet use, belonged to a friend group in which one or multiple friends became transgender-identified during a similar time frame, or both."
Third, youth mental health deteriorated sharply. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the suicide rate for 10- to 24-year-olds increased 57 percent between 2007 and 2018, with teenage girls experiencing the steepest declines in emotional well-being.
Definitively establishing causal links between social media, mental health and gender dysphoria will require more research, but the correlation alone should be enough to justify ending this experiment.
Proponents of the current approach demand that we "believe trans kids" and insist that blockers, hormones and surgeries are the most effective way to save gender-confused children from suicide. If they're wrong -- as studies increasingly suggest -- then "gender-affirming care" for kids will have earned its place in the medical malfeasance hall of shame, right next to lobotomies.
With the risks so great and the evidence so weak, CMS had a duty to reevaluate what kind of care it ought to fund. After reviewing the data, we believe that Medicaid and CHIP should not pay for experimental interventions that leave distressed children frail and sterile without offering them any clear long-term benefits -- especially when less invasive options exist.
CMS estimates that cutting federal funds for sex-rejecting interventions performed on minors would save taxpayers more than $250 million over the next decade.
These proposed rules aren't about scoring political points. They're about grounding our health policy in science -- and protecting our kids.
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The Post's View
Wes Moore is right about reparations
Maryland's legislature just overrode the governor's veto of a foolish idea.

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) speaks in September outside St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church in Baltimore. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2025-12-18
Maryland Governor Wes Moore (D) vetoed legislation this spring that would establish a commission to study how the state could provide reparations to descendants of enslaved people. On Tuesday, the Democratic supermajorities in the state legislature overrode his veto, meaning that unseemly and illogical arguments about reparations will once again be litigated in public.
Moore was correct in his veto letter: It's important to be honest about the "full history of African Americans," including slavery and the horrific discrimination they experienced after emancipation. Nobody can accuse Maryland's first Black governor of being insensitive to that. The legislature issued a formal apology for the state's role in slavery in 2007.
Maryland has a large Black population, and its political system reflects that. In addition to Moore, the state's attorney general and treasurer, one U.S. senator, two U.S. representatives, three supreme court justices and over 60 state legislators are Black.
Charles County and Prince George's County are the two highest-income majority-Black counties in the United States. That's not to say that all of Maryland's Black residents are doing well, but the issues of poverty in parts of Baltimore, for example, are clearly more complicated than skin color.
Maryland has plenty of White residents who aren't doing great, as any state does. Should taxpayers in Allegany County (86 percent White, $57,393 median household income) really be on the hook for sending reparations to residents of Prince George's County (60 percent Black, $100,708 median household income)? Lots of redistribution along those lines could take place with state-funded reparations.
Many of Maryland's White residents are descended from poor Italian or Irish immigrants who were hardly powerful when they arrived in the country. Many White families arrived decades after the Civil War was over. In most cases, it's simply too complicated to ascertain whose ancestors wronged whom more than 150 years ago to be deserving of reparations today. Explicitly race-based reparations would also run into legal issues, as such discrimination is likely prohibited by civil rights laws.
These difficulties haven't stopped other jurisdictions from batting around the idea. Massachusetts is also considering a reparations bill, and San Francisco lawmakers have voted to create a reparations program. They will all run into similar problems, which is why no jurisdiction anywhere in the country has ever successfully instituted reparations for African Americans, despite numerous attempts.
Maryland will realize the same thing in due course, which is why legislators should have heeded Moore's message. If overcoming racial discrimination was simply a matter of transferring money, it would be a whole lot easier to do.
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Opinions
Norman Podhoretz, an intellectual powerhouse of the postwar era
The longtime Commentary editor blazed a path from the left to the right, and many followed. 

Writer and editor Norman Podhoretz at home in New York in 2008. (DAVID HOWELLS/Corbis via Getty Images)


By Tevi Troy | 2025-12-18
Tevi Troy is a senior fellow at the Ronald Reagan Institute and the author, most recently, of "The Power and the Money: The Epic Clashes Between Commanders in Chief and Titans of Industry."
Norman Podhoretz often credited a public school teacher, Mrs. K, who heard the Brooklyn boy's heavy accent and insisted that he take speech lessons. These lessons helped him be taken more seriously as he attended, on scholarships, institutions of higher learning: Columbia University, where he studied with Lionel Trilling, and Cambridge University, where he learned from F.R. Leavis.
With that grounding, Podhoretz, who died Tuesday at age 95, went on to become one of America's leading public intellectuals, a writer and editor of enormous influence in the latter half of the 20th century. Not least among his accomplishments was serving as an inspiration to many disaffected 1960s liberals in their movement from left to right.
Podhoretz quickly learned, as a young man, that philosophical fights mattered greatly among the circle he aspired to join, known as the New York intellectuals. When he wrote a negative review of Saul Bellow's 1953 novel "The Adventures of Augie March," a friend of Bellow's told Podhoretz, "We'll get you for that review if it takes 10 years." A bewildered Podhoretz later recalled: "I was 23 years old. I go, 'What?'"
He didn't stay bewildered for long; he learned to fight and feud with the best of them. In 1972, the New York Times ran an exhaustive article detailing one of those feuds, between Podhoretz and New York Review of Books co-founder Jason Epstein. The subtitle of Podhoretz's 1999 memoir, "Ex-Friends," called out former pals by name: "Falling Out with Allen Ginsberg, Lionel and Diana Trilling, Lillian Hellman, Hannah Arendt, and Norman Mailer."
The most important development in his life -- and a key one in America's intellectual history, for that matter -- was his being named editor of Commentary magazine in 1960. Only 30 at the time, Podhoretz made it into a must-read for anyone interested in engaging with the most serious political, cultural and intellectual issues of the day. Commentary's personality reflected that of its editor. As the formidable literary critic and academic Ruth Wisse once wrote, "Norman Podhoretz and his writers fearlessly attacked their subjects, wrestling them to the ground like street fighters, I thought, without ever having seen a fist fight except in the movies."
That combination of pugnacity and erudition served him in good stead as he migrated from liberalism to a more conservative outlook, increasingly disillusioned by the anti-Americanism of the New Left. He and his wife, writer and editor Midge Decter, in the early 1970s had helped form the Coalition for a Democratic Majority, which tried, and failed, to keep the Democrats from drifting leftward.
Undaunted, he moved toward what came to be known as neoconservatism, advising Republican Presidents Ronald Reagan and George W. Bush, who awarded Podhoretz the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2004.
In Commentary, Podhoretz published many writers who had followed a similar philosophical path, helping launch the careers of Reagan administration stalwarts William Bennett and Jeane Kirkpatrick. Kirkpatrick's 1979 Commentary piece, "Dictatorships & Double Standards," was read by Reagan and led to her appointment as U.S. ambassador to the United Nations. Her article was a classic of the magazine under his editorship, offering a provocative, powerfully argued message (heavily edited in the Commentary style): that authoritarian regimes could evolve into democracies, but totalitarian ones couldn't.
Commentary under his guidance brimmed with similarly influential articles, but two particularly memorable ones were Daniel Patrick Moynihan's "The United States in Opposition" and Podhoretz's own "My Negro Problem -- and Ours," a searing exploration of race based on his experiences growing up in Brooklyn. That piece, naturally, grew out of a literary fight: an argument with James Baldwin after Baldwin told Podhoretz he'd given an article to the New Yorker that he had promised to Commentary. Podhoretz unloaded on Baldwin, prompting Baldwin to suggest that Podhoretz write up his grievances, which he then did.
Podhoretz also wrote a dozen books, among them four memoirs of his eventful life, filled with delicious tales of a now-vanished New York intellectual world. The most notorious of these memoirs was his first, "Making It" (1967), revealing the extent of his ambition to succeed in the literary world. Friends advised him not to publish it; others dropped him after it came out. Reviled at the time, "Making It," was reissued by NYRB Classics in 2017, prompting Podhoretz to say, "To have gotten this imprimatur from the New York Review -- for them to reissue it and call it a classic -- was not something I ever expected to live to see."
He didn't write short. When you saw an issue of Commentary that had an article by Podhoretz in it -- something that happened a remarkable 145 times -- you knew it was time to settle in with a cup of tea or coffee and enjoy the ride. The writing was terrific: propulsive and passionate, filled with allusions that you were expected to understand.
He cared about so many things: about literature and America, Israel and intellectuals, and the threats of terrorism, communism and antisemitism. You felt the depth of his passion for each.
Some of his insights have only gained in relevance. In 1971, speaking in New York, Podhoretz noted a change in America in the years following Israel's success in the Six-Day War of 1967. "Anti-Zionism," he said, "has served to legitimize the open expression of a good deal of antisemitism which might otherwise have remained subject to the taboo against antisemitism that prevailed in American life from the time of Hitler."
It's tempting to say he had no idea what was coming, but this was Norman Podhoretz -- of course he knew what was coming. He was a master of reading signs of political and cultural change, and advocating for the best path to follow in the country he loved.
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The Post's View
Trump's best idea yet on Venezuela
Enforcing sanctions comes with risks, but it's the president's most promising idea to weaken Maduro.

An oil refinery in Cabimas, Venezuela in 2019. Its infrastructure is collapsing under mismanagement and sanctions. (Michael Robinson Chavez/The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2025-12-18
A Russian oil tanker en route to Venezuela turned around last week after the U.S. military seized another tanker, full of Caracas crude, bound for Cuba and China. That's how deterrence is supposed to work, and it underscores why President Donald Trump has announced a full blockade of all sanctioned tankers going in and out of Venezuela. He is moving to choke off the lifeblood of Nicolas Maduro's illegitimate regime in hopes that the socialist dictator abdicates without firing a shot.
There are three significant risks. First, a blockade risks provoking a confrontation on the high seas that could drag the U.S. into a land war in South America. Second, Venezuela's humanitarian crisis will worsen if Trump stops the export of oil, which could trigger a fresh wave of mass migration toward America's southern border. Third, if Maduro goes, there's no guarantee whoever replaces him will be friendlier to U.S. interests.
Nevertheless, the oil blockade is a more coherent and legally defensible strategy to bring about regime change in Venezuela than continuing airstrikes on alleged drug smugglers, which have killed at least 95 people.
The administration frames its Venezuela policy as a drug war against "narco-terrorists," and Trump this week issued an executive order declaring fentanyl a "weapon of mass destruction." That added to the atmospherics, but according to the Drug Enforcement Administration's annual reports, Venezuela plays little role in the fentanyl trade. It's far more enmeshed with cocaine. Considering how poorly Iraq went, another president playing the WMD card gives us deja vu.
White House Chief of Staff Susie Wiles told Vanity Fair that Trump will keep striking boats until "Maduro cries uncle." But whatever product these speedboats are moving is nothing compared to oil for Maduro's bottom line. If the U.S. really wants to drive a wedge between Maduro and his generals, squeezing oil exports will make it harder for the regime to meet payroll.
Oil accounts for 90 percent of exports, and Venezuela has the world's largest known oil reserves -- more than 300 billion barrels. The state-run oil company is the government's largest source of revenue. Even under U.S. pressure -- and mismanagement by Maduro -- Venezuela managed to increase exports in October. This black gold is indispensable for U.S. adversaries, including Cuba and China. Because about 80 percent of Venezuela's oil is sold on the black market, most tankers coming and going are already sanctioned. Trump can argue he's merely stepping up enforcement.
Maduro is an outlaw. He provides safe haven for terrorist groups like Hezbollah. Iran and Russia have propped him up. Most of his population wants him gone. He stole the last election and has aggressively suppressed the healthy democratic opposition, led by Nobel laureate Maria Corina Machado.
Perhaps Maduro believes he can outlast Trump. That was his takeaway from the first term when Trump tried to get rid of Maduro but lost patience. His attention drifted. Could it happen again? Even an effective blockade would take time to be fully felt across the Venezuelan economy.
Trump's one-week deadline for Maduro to leave has come and gone. The president plainly doesn't want to commit ground troops. If this maximum pressure campaign fails, he risks entrenching Maduro and undermining U.S. credibility. If Maduro succeeds at blaming the U.S. for his people's misery, and somehow uses worsening shortages to consolidate power, it risks emboldening strongmen elsewhere the same way President Barack Obama did by refusing to enforce his "red line" in Syria.
The best-case scenario remains Maduro retreating to some faraway country, followed by Machado somehow taking charge in Caracas. How that last part happens remains unclear. Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko extended an invitation on Monday for Maduro to take refuge in Minsk. Some call it the Paris of the Steppe. Winters aren't ideal, but it's beautiful in the summer, and the 63-year-old can comfortably live out the rest of his days without worrying a Hellfire missile is heading his way.
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The Post's View
D.C. needs a new police chief who cares about more than numbers
Two investigations suggest crime statistics were manipulated to make them look better.

Metropolitan Police Department Chief Pamela Smith, flanked by D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser, speaks during a June news conference. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2025-12-17
Fans of "The Wire" will be familiar with the term "juking the stats." That's when police departments systematically underreport crime by downgrading serious offenses to lesser ones, which allows leaders to claim the community is safer. Now, confirming our suspicions, investigations by the Justice Department and House Oversight Committee suggest D.C. officials played down crime just like in the classic television show.
No wonder Police Chief Pamela A. Smith announced last week that she would resign in January, after two-and-a-half years in the job. The 57-year-old claimed she wanted to spend more time with her family, but an interim report from House Republicans says department leadership placed "a higher priority on suppressing public reporting of crime statistics than stopping crime itself." Commanders told investigators that, "on numerous occasions, they were not only pressured, but also instructed, to lower crime classifications to lesser intermediate offenses."
A separate report from the U.S. attorney's office in D.C. identifies "data integrity issues" and says the city's "official crime statistical reporting mechanism is likely unreliable" thanks to misclassifications, errors, downgraded classifications.
Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) attacked the House report as "a rush to judgement" that "cherry-picked quotes without providing additional relevant context." Neither investigation accuses Smith of breaking any laws, and U.S. Attorney Jeanine Pirro says "the conduct here does not rise to the level of a criminal charge." Indeed, classifying crimes is more subjective than it might first seem.
There is no question that crime has receded in Washington. D.C.'s data indicates that homicides fell 32 percent between 2023 and 2024, and the city is on track for another 31 percent decline this year. Motor vehicle thefts declined by a quarter in 2024 and another 22 percent this year. These statistics, the hardest to hide, are generally regarded as the most accurate.
But there have been troubling discrepancies between the District's public data on harder-to-track crimes and the numbers it reports to the FBI. A police commander was placed on leave this spring over allegations of tampering with reports. The D.C. police union alleges rampant massaging of data. Further investigation will need to review determinations made across individual cases.
Even taken at face value, D.C.'s crime numbers are scandalous. Boston, which is similar in population and per-capita income, had 34 homicides in 2024, while the District had at least 186. D.C.'s homicide rate in 2024 was 7.3 times higher than Boston; twice that of Buffalo; almost four times that of Los Angeles; and almost six times the rate in New York City, according to a report from the Rochester Institute of Technology.
The immediate challenge for Bowser is picking Smith's replacement as chief. On Wednesday, she announced Jeffery Carroll, a 23-year veteran of the department, as interim chief. Good leaders are wise in setting goals: "ambitious" is good, "unattainable" is not. They are flexible in assessing performance when conditions change and those goals become harder to reach, rather than pressing their subordinates to deliver the impossible.
Such leaders exist. William Bratton revolutionized policing in Boston, New York and L.A. The D.C. government should look for someone in his mold. That might seem a challenging feat, especially with the uncertainty of a mayoral race next year that could saddle the city with a democratic socialist who has championed defunding the police. But out of all the senior police officers in the country, they only have to find one.
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The Post's View
Legalize it
Get the federal government away from marijuana, and let the states sort it out.

A cannabis plant in Richmond. (Steve Helber/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2025-12-17
President Donald Trump is going green. On Thursday, he plans to sign an executive order to loosen restrictions on marijuana. That's fine, but it's going to do little to fix America's overall approach to the drug. It would be better to legalize pot federally and let states decide if they want to restrict it any further.
Cannabis is classified as Schedule I, the strictest enforcement category under the Controlled Substances Act. Trump wants to move it to Schedule III, which means it would still be illegal for recreational purposes but could be used in approved, highly regulated medical settings. The Biden administration attempted to make the change last year, but administrative reviews prevented it from going into effect.
Rescheduling would be a tax windfall for marijuana businesses currently unable to claim deductions for operating expenses, such as rent, payroll and marketing. A Schedule III classification allows sellers to write those costs off on their taxes. Anyone interested in helping cannabis corporations make more money -- and seeing a lot more advertising for their products -- will be thrilled.
But it also raises thorny legal questions. Manufacturers of controlled substances are supposed to register with the Drug Enforcement Administration, which is responsible for strictly regulating the products. Given that the federal government has not approved cannabis products for any medical purposes -- and that the bulk of the industry's products are recreational and still technically illegal -- it's unclear how such a framework could ever work.
Moreover, its redesignation would mean regulators at the Food and Drug Administration lack any authority to address the drug's many negative consequences. Research is only just beginning to uncover the long-term health implications of regular use, especially among young people. For instance, it seems to aggravate psychoses such as schizophrenia for some people. It's also becoming increasingly addictive as manufacturers find ways to make it ever more potent.
Local police also have no standard way to punish people who drive while under the influence of cannabis. A study found that 42 percent of dead drivers in one county had THC in their blood. Yet it's difficult for the federal government to assist in crafting tests for tolerable amounts in someone's system when, legally, the only acceptable amount remains zero.
Tinkering with how the federal government classifies the drug administratively is a wholly inadequate solution to these problems. Congress should recognize the lamentable but inescapable reality that the cannabis industry is here to stay. Remove the federal government's restrictions, and let the states sort it out.
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Opinions
For the crime of being Jewish, my people die and fight alone
Where are mass protests in defense of Jews under attack around the world?

A person holds a candle during a vigil in Tel Aviv after the Bondi Beach attack in Australia on Sunday. (Ronen Zvulun/Reuters)


By Alon Meltzer | 2025-12-17
Alon Meltzer is the associate rabbi of Bondi Mizrachi Synagogue and director of programs at Shalom Collective.
SYDNEY -- Summer is meant to bring long days, sun-drenched afternoons at the beach, melting ice creams and the sound of children laughing. For Jews in the Southern Hemisphere, it is ushered in by the Festival of Light -- Hanukkah -- a season meant to be marked by joy.
That is not the reality we are living in here.
On Tuesday and Wednesday, I spent two hours guarding the bodies of murdered Jews. Even writing that sentence feels surreal. How does one begin to comprehend such a reality?
That came after hours of hiding and sheltering, after being separated from our children during lockdowns, after learning of friends who had been killed and classmates who had been wounded. All of this for one reason only: the crime of being Jewish.
For the past two years, our community has lived with a rising torrent of antisemitism. For months, communal leaders warned governments and authorities that the discourse was deteriorating -- that words would one day turn into violence, and violence into bloodshed.
On Sunday, that warning was realized. Fifteen of our brothers and sisters were murdered at Bondi Beach. Their blood now stains one of the most iconic beaches in the world.
So where do we go from here?
Our community will do what Jews have always done. We will comfort our mourners -- including an infant, only months old, now fatherless -- and bury our dead. We will hold our children close. We will gather to cry, and, God willing, one day to celebrate again. This week, we will light our Hanukkah candles defiantly.
But what of our country? And what of every other country that claims to value pluralism, tolerance and the safety of minorities?
We need a moral reckoning.
In August, an estimated 100,000 people marched across the Sydney Harbor Bridge to protest a conflict thousands of miles away. Many marched out of genuine concern for human suffering. Others marched because of their hatred toward Jews and Israel -- a hatred they made explicit on placards and banners celebrating those who preach violence.
And now?
Now, 15 Australians have been murdered in our own backyard. Yes, they were Jewish -- but so what? Is Jewish blood not worth marching for?
If 100,000 people can mobilize for a distant war, surely a million could rise up today and say: enough. Not with flowers alone. Not with thoughts and prayers. But with action. With a collective demand that antisemitism -- in all its forms -- is wrong and must stop now. This needs to occur in every country claiming to live by Western democratic values. We need to hear your voice!
I fear that such a vision exists only in my imagination.
As David Baddiel writes, Jews apparently don't count. And as Dara Horn reminds us, people love dead Jews -- just not living ones asking to be protected.
Each year, we speak of the miracle of Hanukkah. Some point to the oil that burned for eight nights; others to the unlikely military victory of the Hasmoneans. Those miracles mattered. But the miracle that speaks to me most is simpler and more enduring: that every year, regardless of circumstance, regardless of the storms raging around us, we bring light into the world.
Empires rise and fall. Hatred shifts its targets. Yet we light the candles anyway.
This year, that message cuts painfully close to home.
We will gather. We will rally. We will continue our quiet, stubborn protest -- bringing light into the world one candle, one good deed at a time. We will embody the values of those who were killed. We will move forward.
But we will probably do so alone.
And that, perhaps, is the darkest truth of all.
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Opinions
Gen Xers have the keys to the kingdom again
Previous generations won world wars, solved an economic depression and fought for civil rights.

A civil rights march on Aug. 28, 1963 in D.C. (Library of Congress/Reuters) 


By Theodore Johnson | 2025-12-18
For Gen X, few things signaled coming of age like a house key. It was a symbol of after-school autonomy beyond the watchful eyes of authority figures. This newfound independence was as much a gift as it was a necessity; the simultaneous rise of two-income households and divorce rates in the 1970s and '80s meant empty homes on weekday afternoons, turning a generation of children into latchkey kids.
In our formative years, Gen Xers such as myself learned to handle matters on our own and became experts in tending to our parents' things. Freedom came with responsibilities -- the chores and homework, the watching over siblings and the not breaking stuff. But for a little part of each weekday, we had the keys to the kingdom.
Now middle-aged, this generation is increasingly in charge of a country in which just 17 percent of Americans have faith in government. More than 80 percent of Americans believe democracy is in crisis or facing serious challenges. The sensible step for a nation feeling this way is to undertake fundamental reforms and improve the government's design and structure, which generations before us have done and the majority of Americans support. Instead, there's a crippling deference to authority, the status quo and the long-standing structures of democracy, which are behaving like partisan outposts.
The country is in dire need of reform and principled leadership. Is Gen X up to the job?
It remains to be seen. Scholars have shown that this generation's work ethic is characterized by creativity, pragmatism and independence. But they have also found that it lacks assertiveness and is the "most cynical of all the generations, with little faith in corporations, company loyalty, or authority." Gen X -- the 65 million of us born between 1965 and 1980 -- now tends to be Republican-leaning; in the 2024 election, no generation was more pro-Trump. But it is also more progressive than older generations on social issues such as immigration, race relations, abortion and same-sex marriage. In this way, Gen X itself mimics the partisan divide in the country -- those born before 1973 practice a more conservative politics than those born after, who are more likely to support Democrats. Sociologists have described them as "a generation of low expectations but high achievement."
Latchkey childhoods helped foster a politics of stewardship that describes Gen X today. Sandwiched between baby boomers, who have ascended to the top of institutions, and millennials, who prefer transformational leadership, Gen X bridges these two larger generations and possesses characteristics of both. It carries their parents' respect for institutions and structure alongside a recognition that sweeping change and progress are required to meet the times. That sensibility is a growing part of government. Gen X is now the largest cohort in the U.S. House, four of the nine Supreme Court justices and the largest share of the federal workforce.
It's not that Gen X isn't adaptable -- its members came of age facing recessions and inflation, Watergate, the spread of AIDS and the end of the Cold War. But the present moment needs more than stewardship; it needs new ideas, new systems and democratic renewal -- high expectations and high achievement. Previous generations amended the Constitution, expanded voting access, rebalanced federal and state power and reworked public institutions to account for social and cultural changes. Gen X, by contrast, has attended a long season of institutional drift -- ascending in an antiquated system overdue for reform. The one constitutional amendment ratified during its adulthood concerned congressional pay, typifying the generation's frustratingly practical nature.
Gen X inherited these weakening structures -- courts, legislatures, elected office, fair governance -- and now must rebuild them or move out of the way of people who will. There's already a sense that it will be the generation history skips, with reports finding that they're increasingly being passed over for CEO positions and may be the generation that fails to win the presidency. Its upbringing came with a requirement for gratitude and the understanding that their parents' and grandparents' generations had done the heavy lifting -- won world wars, resolved economic depressions, established civil rights and grew into a global power. And just as Gen X reached middle age, Donald Trump arrived with a nostalgia-filled, revanchist appeal to improve the country by reclaiming an imagined America of previous generations' youth, the version we learned to revere.
This matters because democracy is not self-sustaining. It requires updates and renewal that cannot afford to be in awe of how things used to be. Trump's return to office was not just a matter of populist grievance or partisan loyalty. It was also the consequence of a system that's lost the people's trust -- and of a governing generation that's responding by deferring to institutions rather than changing them.
Having the keys to the house does not signal the ability or the readiness to lead; it is responsibility without authority. The generation that grew up watching adults manage institutions imperfectly now occupies the same halls of power, tasked with management in an era that demands leadership, traditionalists in a time requiring redesign. Independence, once a temporary freedom in an after-school house, is as much a reward for sound management as it is a responsibility to make it anew.
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Letters to the Editor
After mass violence, what does courage actually look like?
Readers respond to Post articles and commentary.

(Mark Baker/AP)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-12-17
Regarding the Dec. 15 editorial "Courage and cowardice in Bondi Beach":
The Bondi Beach shooting could have followed a grimly familiar script, one group pitted against another, one identity cast as villain, another as victim. Instead, something rare happened. The focus shifted to the actions of one man, Ahmed al Ahmed.
During the attack, Ahmed intervened and disarmed one of the shooters. He then stood in a moment of absolute consequence: a rifle in his hands, the attacker retreating before him. In circumstances where lethal force would have been widely understood, even celebrated, Ahmed chose restraint. He lowered the weapon and allowed the man to flee. Minutes later, Ahmed was shot multiple times by the attacker's son.
This sequence raises a question rarely asked after acts of mass violence: What does courage actually look like?
Violence does not begin with religion or weapons; it begins with a narrowing of moral vision, when another life becomes expendable. Peace, by contrast, does not arrive through slogans or allegiances but through individuals who resist that narrowing when it matters most.
Ahmed's actions remind us that morality is revealed not in what we condemn but in what we refuse to do, even when the world tells us we are entitled to do it. In choosing restraint over retaliation, he broke a cycle history insists is inevitable.
Sometimes, the most radical act is not pulling the trigger.
Lindsay Bodanza, Nixa, Missouri
As I was lighting a menorah on the first night of Hanukkah with friends and family beneath the darkling mountains of Glorieta, New Mexico, our joy was diminished by the suffering of so many people in the wake of attacks in Sydney and at Brown University.
A 2023 KFF poll found that 54 percent of U.S. adults have either personally been impacted or had a family member who has been impacted by a gun-related incident. At least two Brown University students had previously survived school shootings.
Our hearts are perdurable, made to be filled with love as they are made to be broken, but resilience is the key to our survival in the face of loss and horror. Our capacity to feel and to grieve is our strength as human beings.
The news of the deaths of Rob Reiner and Michele Singer Reiner -- with their son, Nick, charged with murder -- has also broken hearts among generations of people who were entertained, solaced and touched by their gifts.
Stripped of everything -- even of hope during the darkest of times -- we can still choose our attitude in facing pain; this was one of Viktor Frankl's great moral insights from surviving Auschwitz and losing his parents and brother to the Nazis.
Frankl also taught that we are compelled to act when it is possible to improve an outcome. Ahmed al Ahmed, who stopped one of the killers of Jews at Bondi Beach, manifested that moral principle.
Christianity teaches that if we act as if we have faith, faith will be granted us. Having faith does not imply the certainty of any particular outcome -- but to not act diminishes our own humanity. We must act, because without action, our world is eclipsed by indifference and cruelty.
Eric Radack, Santa Fe
I have been reading The Post's coverage of President Donald Trump's demolition of the White House East Wing in preparation for construction of a 90,000-square-foot ballroom to be completed before his term expires in 2029. Trump has insisted that every president for the past 150 years has dreamed about having a ballroom at the White House. That didn't sound accurate to me, so I asked the Congressional Research Service to review any and all records that might shed light on the issue. Its report to me is that no president in the past 150 years has sought to build a ballroom.
Steve Cohen, Washington
The writer, a Democrat, represents Tennessee in the U.S. House.
Regarding the Dec. 9 news article "Democrats struggle to counter Trump on immigration":
As Democratic lawmakers who have long championed legal representation for people facing deportation, we have been vocal from the start about the Trump administration's systematic destruction of due process. We have been fighting boldly for our communities, including by introducing the Fairness to Freedom Act and the Access to Representation Act in New York, enacting AB 1261 in California to help immigrants get legal representation, and securing a $64.2 million budget allocation for immigrant legal services in New York.
This administration is weaponizing the immigration system to achieve its mass deportation goals, bringing devastation to our nation's families, neighborhoods and economy.
In our states and districts, we see that legal representation is often the only thing standing between someone remaining at home and being disappeared.
We urge our colleagues to join us in affirming a simple principle: No one should have to face life-altering proceedings in immigration court alone. Our work and victories for legal representation prove that this need can be met when leaders have the courage to act and make due process a priority at every level.
Norma J. Torres, Washington
Catalina Cruz, Albany, New York
Mia Bonta, Sacramento, California
Norma J. Torres represents California in the U.S. House, Catalina Cruz represents District 39 in New York's State Assembly and Mia Bonta represents District 18 in California's State Assembly.
Post Opinions wants to know: Have you ever gotten an opportunity to set the record straight? Tell us what happened, and your response might be published in the letters to the editor section. wapo.st/record
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Opinions
On faith and foster care, one state does the right thing 
Massachusetts backs off from foster-care rule that barred families over gender-identity requirements.

(Washington Post illustration; iStock) 


By Carine Hajjar | 2025-12-17
"God's timing." That's how Cynthia and Rob Robbins describe the adoption of their foster daughter in April. That same month, the Massachusetts Department of Children and Families asked the Robbinses to sign a "foster parent agreement" for the first time since they began taking in kids in 2019.
The agreement required that foster parents "support, respect, and affirm the foster child's sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression." The Robbinses, who are Christian, told me they couldn't sign an agreement that conflicts with their religious beliefs regarding sexuality. Their foster license was revoked in August.
The Robbinses aren't alone: The nonprofit Christian law firm Alliance Defending Freedom is representing two other couples suing Massachusetts for conditioning foster licenses on "Christians' willingness to renounce their beliefs." In 2023, the Burke family sued the state for denying them a license because they would "not be affirming to a child who identified as LGBTQIA."
Massachusetts was regularly prioritizing ideology over maximizing the number of loving homes for vulnerable children. But this month, the state suddenly changed its policy.
On Dec. 12, DCF filed an emergency regulation that immediately altered the state's language from requiring families to support and respect "a child's sexual orientation or gender identity" to a "child's individual identity and needs." I reviewed an email that the state sent to ADF with the updated language. When I asked DCF for comment, a spokesperson told me the department will consider a family's ability to support LGBTQ youth when placing children, not when licensing foster families. The spokesperson said this change means that religious couples are eligible to apply -- or reapply -- to serve as foster parents regardless of their beliefs.
That's a pragmatic move by Massachusetts as it faces two lawsuits and increasing scrutiny from the Trump administration. It's also the humane thing to do. As of October, according to DCF, 1,129 out of a total of 6,094 foster kids in Massachusetts were living in "congregate care," which includes group homes. The state has a damning record of abuse in its system.
Significant questions remain about the sincerity of the state's policy change, starting with the wording. Supporting a child's "individual identity and needs" is broad enough to be coopted by ideology, especially in a state that has already made its viewpoint on gender issues clear.
In November, the state filed a memorandum in the Burke case arguing that "DCF's LGBTQ+ Requirements are narrowly tailored to achieve DCF's compelling government interest" and that "no less restrictive alternative" is available.
Massachusetts has taken a good first step. Other states with similarly restrictive requirements should follow its lead. In Vermont, two couples lost their licenses to foster because they didn't agree with the state's guidance on affirming gender and sexuality. Oregon tried to prevent Jessica Bates, who wanted to adopt a pair of siblings, from getting her certification for adoption for the same reason, until the courts intervened.
Rejecting foster parents because they won't hypothetically affirm a child's gender doesn't just undermine the First Amendment -- it puts ideology before the well-being of children. Not every foster home is the proper fit for each child in the system. That's why states consider a foster parent's preferences on categories such as age and medical needs.
"We have been called twice on very medically complex children that I just felt we really didn't have the resources and the knowledge" to care for, Cynthia Robbins told me. "They do take these things into consideration." A bit of flexibility in how children and parents are matched could be the difference between a traumatized kid sleeping in a bed or at a state office.
The courts seem to agree. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit granted a preliminary injunction to Bates, the foster mother in Oregon, and allowed her to start the adoption process in July. The state's "general conception of the child's best interest does not create a force field against the valid operation of other constitutional rights," the court declared.
The federal Administration for Children and Families sent letters in September to Massachusetts and Oregon criticizing policies that turn away parents "solely because they cannot, in good conscience, commit to affirming a hypothetical child's gender identity."
In subsequent weeks, ACF sent letters to the District of Columbia and 10 other states, including Vermont, to inquire whether their policies discouraged families of faith from fostering. Vermont replied that it is reviewing its policies, according to a copy of the letter I obtained from ACF.
For a White House that likes to use culture wars to punish elite institutions and political adversaries, the Trump administration's request to the states has been targeted and pragmatic: Don't discriminate against religious families that could offer loving homes to needy kids.
"I've never talked to a state child welfare leader who said, 'You know, my biggest problem is I have too many foster homes,'" ACF Assistant Secretary Alex Adams told me. In November, the administration issued an executive order to increase resources for foster children that included a section about facilitating partnerships with "Americans of faith." That isn't just a dig at states like Massachusetts; it's a smart way to engage with segments of the population that are far likelier to foster.
Adams said that "all options are on the table" for applying pressure to states with discriminatory policies, noting that the federal government provides more than 40 percent of all child welfare funding.
So far, that pressure campaign is working. But the real test will be whether Massachusetts relicenses families like the Robbinses. In the months between adopting their foster daughter and having their licenses revoked, the couple's desire to help vulnerable children never wavered. They asked for an exemption from the requirement to affirm a child's gender identity but were denied.
Progressive states might think that forcing gender ideology on every foster family helps kids in need, but in reality, it only narrows their chances of finding stability in a loving home.
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Opinions
Cartoon by Mike Smith
Mike Smith cartoon on TikTok and Australia's social media age restriction.

(Mike Smith/Las Vegas Sun/King Features Syndicate)


By Mike Smith | 2025-12-17

(Mike Smith/Las Vegas Sun/King Features Syndicate)
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        CWG Live: Rain and strong winds late tonight into Friday, then seesawing temperatures
        Ian Livingston

        Some rumbles and isolated damaging wind gusts are possible as a cold front passes tonight.

      

      
        D.C. auditor finds advisory neighborhood commissioner misused public funds
        Jenny Gathright

        The auditor found that Salim Adofo, the ANC 8C chair who ran for D.C. Council twice, used government funds for politics and referred the case to the D.C. attorney general.

      

      
        Lewis George gains early momentum in D.C. mayoral bid with union support
        Meagan Flynn

        Janeese Lewis George, the Ward 4 D.C. Council member, locked in endorsements from five labor unions Wednesday as the mayoral race kicks off.

      

      
        Maryland set to nearly double the size of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge
        Rachel Weiner

        After years of discussion, Maryland is moving forward with a plan to put eight lanes of traffic on the long span.

      

      
        This mall Santa still loves his job after 40 years
        Liam Scott

        If Santa were real, he would look like Graham. His white beard and mustache are woolly, his cheeks are rosy, and his glasses sit perched at the tip of his nose.

      

      
        Government admits failures by Army and air traffic controllers in DCA crash
        Tara  Copp, Lori Aratani, Rachel Weiner

        The Jan. 29 collision between a military helicopter and a commercial jet over the Potomac River near Reagan National Airport killed 67 people.

      

      
        Bowser names Jeffery Carroll new D.C. interim police chief
        Emma Uber

        Carroll, a 23-year veteran of the department, is one of the department's two executive assistant chiefs.

      

      
        Youngkin submits his final Virginia budget, warns Democrats not to ruin it
        Gregory S. Schneider

        Virginia's outgoing Republican governor told lawmakers the state's fiscal outlook is rosy, despite warnings otherwise, as long as they stick to his final budget proposal.

      

      
        A person with measles traveled in Virginia and North Carolina, officials say
        Jenna Portnoy

        Public health officials in North Carolina and Virginia warned of possible exposures after the person traveled in the states in early December.

      

      
        Appeals court hands Trump a win over D.C. National Guard deployment
        Jenny Gathright

        Judges wrote in a preliminary order that the National Guard can stay for now and that the Trump administration is likely to succeed in its appeal of a lower-court ruling.

      

      
        CWG Live: December chill finally breaks; rain likely Thursday night, maybe a storm
        Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston

        Highs mainly near or above 50 through the weekend. Thursday night's rain could come with a gusty thunderstorm.

      

      
        Statue of Black teen who fought segregation replaces Robert E. Lee at U.S. Capitol
        Gregory S. Schneider, Laura Meckler

        Barbara Rose Johns was only 16 when she led a walkout in 1951 to protest horrendous conditions at her segregated high school for Black students in rural Farmville, Virginia.

      

      
        
          	
            Opinions
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Rain and strong winds late tonight into Friday, then seesawing temperatures
Some rumbles and isolated damaging wind gusts are possible as a cold front passes tonight. 

Birds enjoying late-day sun. (Fred Cochard/Flickr)


By Ian Livingston | 2025-12-18
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Sun of early in the day is increasingly shrouded by clouds. It feels relatively warm with highs in the 50s.
What's next? It's rainy late tonight into Friday morning when gusty downpours could sweep through. After the rain, temperatures tumble from near 60 into the 40s and winds crank up. We'll have 40s Saturday and back near 50 for Sunday.
A strong cold front will bring showers, gusty winds and possibly some thunderstorms to the D.C. region Thursday evening into Friday morning. There's even a slight chance of damaging winds and a tornado in some areas. Many spots could pick up at least 0.3-0.5 inches of rain. Perhaps up to an inch or so where heavier storms occur.
Here's how we see things playing out ...
7 to 10 p.m. Thursday: Light to moderate showers move into the region from west to east.
10 p.m. Thursday to 6 a.m. Friday: Moderate to heavy showers with a thunderstorm possible. Winds could gust 30-40 mph.
6 to 9 a.m. Friday: A line of heavy showers and possibly thunderstorms comes through from west to east. A few wind gusts near 50 mph possible. Slight chance of a damaging wind gust near 60 mph or even a tornado, mainly in Southern Maryland.
9 to 11 a.m. Friday: Showers and storms taper from west to east. Turning less gusty but still breezy.
Here's a model forecast of radar from Thursday evening into Friday morning:




Another few showers could pop up Friday afternoon, followed by another round of gusty winds and falling temperatures into the evening. More on that to come in our next update.
Even as the central United States is poised to experience a period of unseasonably warm weather around Christmas, and some of that warmth could briefly ooze toward the East Coast, there's little sign our region will experience a prolonged period of above-normal temperatures. Instead, there are growing indications that a chilly and possibly stormy pattern may take hold again toward the end of December.
The change may occur over the course of next week. That's when a pattern known as the North Atlantic Oscillation is projected to enter its negative phase. In that phase, the eastern United States tends to see more cool and stormy weather and increased snow risks. It's unclear how long it might last, and other weather patterns could offset its effects. But the stretch from late December into early January could be wintry.

(WeatherBell, adapted by CWG) 


Before then, we'll probably see temperatures average somewhat milder than normal, but there will still be some chilly days in the mix.
Today's daily digit -- 7/10: Comfortable temperatures and rain should hold off most or all of the daytime hours. Not bad! | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Forecast in detail
Today (Thursday): Partly to mostly sunny in the morning, but clouds are increasing through the day. We should stay dry except for a slight chance of showers toward sunset in our western areas. Highs reach a near 50 to mid-50s zone. Light winds blow out of the southeast. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Showers become likely as the evening wears on, with periods of rain through the night. Some embedded heavier areas of rain or some passing rumbles are possible, especially toward the predawn hours. A line of gusty storms may approach our western areas around sunrise as a strong cold front moves in. Isolated damaging wind gusts are possible. Temperatures may fall off into the 40s during the evening before rising through the 50s in the predawn hours ahead of the front. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Friday): The line of gusty storms will probably pass through the Beltway area between about 7 and 9 a.m. After that, we begin to dry out, but passing showers will remain possible through midday as colder air pours into the area. The warmest time of the day is early, with readings in the 50s to near 60. Then temperatures fall sharply through the morning into the afternoon, dropping into the 40s. Winds crank up during the afternoon, with gusts of 35 to 55 mph likely that make it feel even colder. A wind advisory is in effect for all but D.C.'s far southern suburbs (areas south of Fairfax and Prince George's counties) from noon to 7 p.m. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Mostly clear and seasonably cold. We're back to lows ranging across the 20s. Strong winds in the evening, which make it feel considerably colder, will ease some as the night wears on. Confidence: Medium
A look ahead
Chillier again for Saturday. We'll see a good deal of blue sky, but the solar rays don't help temperatures move upward much given that near-solstice low sun angle. Low to mid-40s should do it in most spots as winds turn to come out of the south. Confidence: Medium
More sun for Sunday as we officially welcome astronomical winter and observe the shortest day of the year. The south wind has gone to work enough to deliver another day of highs of about 50. Most spots end up within a couple degrees of that mark, which is a bit above average. Confidence: Medium
The short holiday workweek starts off with abundant sun again on Monday. We're behind another cold front, so highs may only get to right about 40. It's then warming up a bit for Tuesday, with highs deeper into the 40s or near 50. Confidence: Medium
On this day in 2009, clouds lowered and thickened and flakes began to fly as the "Snowpocalypse" storm got underway. After a high of 35 degrees, the snow began between 8 and 9 p.m., and temperatures quickly fell into the upper 20s. By midnight, 1.4 inches of snow had accumulated. A lot more would pile up the next day.
Here are other notables for this day:
	Average high: 48
	Average low: 34
	Record high: 74 (2006)
	Record low: 10 (1926)
	Record precipitation: 2.81 inches (1977)
	Maximum snow: 3.0 inches (1945)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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D.C. Politics
D.C. auditor finds advisory neighborhood commissioner misused public funds
The auditor found that Salim Adofo, the ANC 8C chair who ran for D.C. Council twice, used government funds for politics and referred the case to the D.C. attorney general.

Ward 8 council member candidate Salim Adofo campaigns outside of Van Ness Elementary School in Washington, D.C., in July. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post) 


By Jenny Gathright | 2025-12-18
A D.C. advisory neighborhood commissioner and two-time D.C. Council candidate improperly used D.C. government funds for political purposes, according to a long-awaited report released this week by the D.C. Auditor's office.
The auditor found that Salim Adofo, the chair of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 8C who represents part of Southeast Washington's Congress Heights, used more than $2,000 of the commission's public funding for political activities. That spending, including the purchase of headshots that he used as part of his campaign, is prohibited under D.C. law, the auditor said. The audit also identified broader spending concerns among the hyperlocal government committee, finding that between October 2021 and March 2024, more than half of total expenditures lacked proper documentation.
The audit provides some answers to questions about ANC finances that swirled during Adofo's 2024 campaign for the Ward 8 council seat, when he lost in the primary to the current Ward 8 council member, Trayon White Sr. (D). Adofo also unsuccessfully ran for the seat in this year's special election after White was ejected from the council following a bribery indictment. White, who has pleaded not guilty and awaits trial, won that contest and regained the seat.
Advisory neighborhood commissioners are unpaid local elected officials charged with representing slices of D.C. neighborhoods. The 8C commission, composed of eight commissioners, represents the Congress Heights, Barry Farm and Douglass neighborhoods of Southeast.
The audit found that Adofo improperly used $2,225 on partisan political activities. Adofo disagreed with the findings, writing in a letter on behalf of the commission that the spending was valid, but he vowed to improve transparency.
Adofo spent the funds on photos unrelated to his work as an ANC -- including for professional headshots that he later used in campaign literature, and for photography at events where he wore a campaign T-shirt -- the auditor found. Adofo had claimed that the photography was for the commission's 2022 annual report, but no such report was ever produced, the auditor's office said.
For another $2,500 in spending, auditors said there was not enough documentation to show whether the funds went toward Adofo's political activities or general ANC business. They also examined about $6,800 in funds reimbursed to Adofo for a texting service, business cards, fliers and other communications costs and could not determine whether the spending adhered to city policies.
The auditor's office wrote in its report that it would refer the alleged political spending to the D.C. Office of the Attorney General, calling it "a breach of trust to 8C residents and the other Commissioners." A spokesperson for Attorney General Brian Schwalb declined to comment on whether the office would pursue the case.
Adofo referred The Washington Post to a letter he sent the auditor's office in response to the report and declined to comment further.
In the letter, Adofo said the commission was committed to improvement and more transparency, but disagreed with the auditor's findings regarding photography services reimbursement. "While it is true that Commissioners do not always attend every scheduled event," Adofo wrote, "we do not believe that uneven attendance diminishes the validity, merit, or intent of events approved by the Commission."
Adofo also wrote that a "substantial portion of the administrative workload" fell on him. "That concentration of responsibilities at times became overwhelming and may have contributed to administrative errors," he wrote, noting that the commission was taking the concern "seriously and actively correcting it."
The audit also found that the commission did not follow proper procedure regarding debit cards and said it doled out $4,000 in grants without adhering to protocols.
While the Office of Advisory Neighborhood Commissions, which oversees all ANCs, identified some of the 8C commission's spending problems, auditors said it failed to flag or request enough documentation related to other problematic spending identified in the report.
The office, in response to the audit, said it had no comments on the recommendations, which were "either untimely, out of scope, or already being addressed through our internal review process."
The audit was not the first to raise questions about finances with ANC 8C. A previous audit, published in 2019, found that past ANC 8C leadership had green-lit unauthorized and fraudulent spending. After that report, Adofo said in a LinkedIn post that the ANC treasurer, who had been accused of wrongdoing, had been "relieved of all fiduciary responsibilities."
"After reviewing the full Auditor's report, I believe Commission 8C needs to work towards restoring the public's trust while bolstering internal accountability," Adofo wrote at the time.
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D.C. Politics
Lewis George gains early momentum in D.C. mayoral bid with union support
Janeese Lewis George, the Ward 4 D.C. Council member, locked in endorsements from five labor unions Wednesday as the mayoral race kicks off. 

Ward 4 Council member Janeese Lewis George speaks during a D.C. Council budget hearing in the John A. Wilson Building in Washington. (Leah Millis/For The Washington Post) 


By Meagan Flynn | 2025-12-18
D.C. mayoral candidate Janeese Lewis George picked up key labor support Wednesday with endorsements from five unions, showing early momentum in a race in which she remains, at least for now, the only high-profile candidate.
"We're here today to ensure working people's voices are not an afterthought as we get ready to elect our next mayor of Washington, D.C.," Jaime Contreras, executive vice president of SEIU 32BJ, said at a rally Wednesday evening for Lewis George (D), who represents Ward 4 on the D.C. Council.
The early endorsements -- from five groups with a strong local organizing presence and network -- underscore the central role that labor is expected to play in Lewis George's campaign, and allow her to lock in influential union backing before even having to compete with another major candidate. Council member Kenyan R. McDuffie (I-At Large) announced Tuesday that he is resigning from the council, which he must do to run for mayor, but he has yet to formally declare his candidacy.
Contreras said in an interview that SEIU -- which represents office cleaners, airport workers and others -- did speak with McDuffie before deciding to endorse Lewis George, whom members found more persuasive.
"She has done all the right things in the city, whether it's standing up for D.C. [Health Care] Alliance, whether it's standing up for labor as the negotiations for the RFK Stadium were going on ... the list goes on and on," he said.

Lewis George, who is running for mayor, addresses dozens of union workers at a rally Wednesday evening after five union endorsed her. (Meagan Flynn/The Washington Post)


SEIU joined in the endorsements with ATU Local 689, which represents transit workers; UFCW Local 400, which represents grocery, retail and health care workers; and Unite Here Local 23 and Local 25, which represent hospitality and food service workers.
Lewis George, a democratic socialist who was elected to the council in 2020, kicked off her campaign Dec. 1, becoming the first major candidate to enter the ring after Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) opted not to seek reelection. According to Lewis George's campaign finance report, by Dec. 10 she had raised nearly $120,000, which she can multiply with public matching funds.
She said in an interview that union workers' early encouragement to run played a significant role in her decision to step into the race, and she indicated they will be a key part of her citywide grassroots strategy. "That made me feel comfortable stepping out there and knowing that I had the ability and capacity to build the type of volunteer and people-powered movement to actually win this election," she said.
On Wednesday evening, several dozen restaurant workers, transit workers, office cleaners and others gathered at the rally at the Unite Here Local 25 office in downtown D.C.
Giving an early taste of a campaign stump speech, Lewis George recalled growing up going to union meetings with her postal worker mother, and, while in law school, working two jobs as a waitress and a Nordstrom clerk to help her mother pay rising rent.
"And so I have stood alongside union members across the District because it's deeply personal for me and because I understand how important this fight is," she said.
She pledged that if elected mayor, she would "take on companies" engaged in union-busting, protect workers from displacement fueled by artificial intelligence and "fight against immigrant worker exploitation." She also pledged to "uphold our sanctuary values law" and forcefully prohibit D.C. police from cooperating with immigration authorities.
Union leaders said they were swayed to back Lewis George because of her support for expanding paid family leave, and project labor agreements and her vocal backing of immigrants during the Trump administration's crackdown, among other things.
Raymond Jackson, president of ATU Local 689, said Lewis George has shown up on picket lines to back transit workers numerous times over the years. "I can tell you, whenever we called her, sometimes without even calling her, she showed up," he said.
Regina Welch, a member of Unite Here Local 25, credited Lewis George for firmly standing by Initiative 82, which increases wages of restaurant workers and others and phases out the tipped minimum wage, and for opposing legislation this year overhauling it.
Contreras, whose union includes many immigrant workers, applauded Lewis George's vote against the 2026 D.C. budget because of its social safety net cuts, including to the D.C. Health Care Alliance, a program immigrants have relied on for health insurance. And he pointed to the key role she played in the RFK Stadium development negotiations to secure a massive project labor agreement; the mayor's proposed deal had included a much more limited agreement.
Lewis George sought to draw a distinction with McDuffie in that chapter. McDuffie, who as chair of the economic development committee was involved in the negotiations with the Washington Commanders, had also said he backed a project labor agreement. But when unions objected that it was not nearly strong enough, Lewis George and council member Zachary Parker (D-Ward 5) brokered an amendment to secure a new, more expansive project labor agreement that would ensure thousands of union jobs both during and -- crucial to the unions -- after construction.
"We stayed in contract negotiations to the very end. We held the line together," Lewis George said. "And because of it, we were able to secure the largest PLA and labor peace agreement in D.C. history."
Lewis George and McDuffie, who is expected announce a mayoral bid in early January, are likely to compete aggressively on the workers' rights issue. In an interview Monday, McDuffie also touted his workers' rights bona fides, pointing to efforts to enhance wage transparency and strengthen laws against misclassifying workers to pay them less, such as at construction sites.
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Maryland
Maryland set to nearly double the size of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge
After years of discussion, Maryland is moving forward with a plan to put eight lanes of traffic on the long span.

People relax on the beach at Sandy Point State Park, overlooking the Chesapeake Bay Bridge in August 2022. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Rachel Weiner | 2025-12-18
Plans to knock down the 73-year-old Chesapeake Bay Bridge and replace it with one that has close to twice as many lanes won state approval on Thursday, putting a project in the works since 2016 closer to reality but at double the initially estimated cost.
The Maryland Transportation Authority Board, which includes state officials and citizen members, voted unanimously for the proposal Thursday morning.
The bigger bridge would be "a smoother travel experience for those who drive over the bridge and the Marylanders who live by it," Samantha J. Biddle, the acting director of the Maryland Department of Transportation, said in a statement. The Bay Bridge famously has no shoulders; some people are so scared of crossing it that they pay other drivers to take them. The new one would have shoulders, along with four lanes of traffic in each direction instead of two plus a reversible lane.
It will also be high enough to accommodate the biggest cargo ships, in line with plans for the new Francis Scott Key Bridge. After the Key Bridge was destroyed by a container ship collision, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration identified the Bay Bridge as needing an assessment of its vulnerability to a similar disaster.
The Transportation Authority (MDTA) previously estimated a cost of about $7.3 billion to $8.4 billion; now it is projecting the cost would be $14.8 billion to $16.4 billion. MDTA planning director Melissa Williams said in an interview that the original estimates were "extremely early numbers" used mostly to compare options. The decision to raise the height of the bridge was a significant factor driving up the cost, she said.

Traffic on the Chesapeake Bay Bridge in August 2022. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


The cost estimate for the Key Bridge rebuild has also doubled since last year; Gov. Wes Moore (D) said "national economic conditions have deteriorated and material costs have increased" since the state's initial estimates.
The updated Bay Bridge estimate is also very preliminary, Williams noted; design of the new bridge has yet to begin. Construction is not likely to start before 2032.
Roads that feed into the bridge would be widened to six lanes. The plan includes the possibility of running buses on the road shoulder and improving nearby park-and-ride facilities. Officials said they would also consider adding a bicycle and pedestrian path on the bridge, which would add a little over $1 billion to the cost.
Williams said the option chosen was the least expensive and had the lowest environmental impact of the bridge replacement proposals, because it hews closely to the existing bridge. Construction would be done in segments to minimize the impact.
Current tolls on the bridge start at $1.40 for commuters; Williams said officials said considered a congestion pricing or higher tolled express lanes but is currently planning to keep the same structures.
"It's a very busy roadway," Williams said. "In order to get people to shift and drive at different times of the day, tolls would need to be quite, quite high. And that's not what we're looking to do. We're looking keep the state of Maryland moving and keep vehicles moving."
The bridge carries roughly 80,000 vehicles a day and more in the summer, as people travel to beaches on the Delmarva Peninsula.

People walk on the Chesapeake Bay Bridge to watch the start of the Whitbread sailboat race in May 1998. (Susan Biddle/The Washington Post)


Movement toward expanding the crossing that connects the Eastern Shore to the rest of the state has been in the works since Republican Larry Hogan became governor a decade ago. Although federal law required studying alternatives, including a new bridge farther away or a "no-build" plan focused on transit, Hogan said from the start that adding to the existing bridge was "the only serious way forward."
The Federal Highway Administration still has to approve the proposal, and it must go through an environmental review process that includes public feedback. The Chesapeake Bay Foundation said in a letter to public officials that this proposal is better than some other options studied that would have cut through undeveloped marshland. But, the foundation said, any widening of the bridge "will result in indirect impacts to the environment, from increased nutrient loading in Eastern Shore streams due to growing wastewater volumes to increased greenhouse gas emissions from commuter vehicles."
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Capital Letters
This mall Santa still loves his job after 40 years
If Santa were real, he would look like Graham. His white beard and mustache are woolly, his cheeks are rosy, and his glasses sit perched at the tip of his nose. 

Michael Graham descends the escalator as Santa at the Tysons Corner Center mall in Virginia on Saturday. (Liam Scott)


By Liam Scott | 2025-12-18
You hear Santa before you see him. "Ho, ho, ho!" he bellows as he descends the escalator. "Merry Christmas!"
On this Saturday morning at the Tysons Corner Center mall in Virginia, children and adults smile at the sight of the bushy-bearded man in the red suit.
Accompanied by a security guard, Santa -- real name Michael Graham -- makes his way to Santa's Chalet, which is tucked at the end of a hallway near an eyebrow salon. Dozens of children are lined up, waiting to take a photo with Graham and tell him what they want for Christmas.
If Santa were real, he would look like Graham. His white beard and mustache are woolly, his cheeks are rosy, and his glasses sit perched at the tip of his nose. He wears a fat suit to enhance his girth, but even when he's not in costume, kids still come up to him.
The 68-year-old doesn't mind. This is his 40th year as Santa and his 37th at the Tysons Corner Center mall. The job isn't easy -- Graham starts in November and works eight- to 10-hour shifts every day until Christmas Eve. Still, he loves it.
"It's important that the character that they're wanting is there," he says. "You have to have a mentality of joy, and you want to spread that joy to them."
Some children can't contain their excitement. "Santa's watching," one mom wearing candy cane earrings tells her sons as they run around. Another jingles a tambourine to calm her toddler, who is sobbing in Graham's lap.
This year, Graham says popular requests include Labubus and Legos. But Linden Bartlett, a 4-year-old decked out in a candy cane shirt, pink pants and pink glasses, asks for a pink water bottle. Five-year-old Theodore Nguyen asks for drums.

Graham works lengthy shifts as the Santa at the Tysons Corner Center mall in Virginia, but he says the kids give him energy. (Liam Scott/The Washington Post)


Graham became Santa by accident. Forty years ago, he was constructing floats for his Tennessee hometown's Christmas parade when the man who was going to be Santa canceled at the last minute. Graham stepped in, and he's been Santa ever since. He still lives in Tennessee, where he runs a construction company, but he comes to Virginia for two months every year to be Santa.
Years ago, mall management tried to put another Santa in Graham's place. But thousands of fans phoned, emailed, petitioned and threatened a boycott, and the mall reversed its plan.
Graham estimates he sees between 600 and 900 children on some shifts. Once, a kid asked for a mimosa tree. Another asked for a waterfall. ("Will mom and dad let you have a waterfall?" Graham replied.) The asks can be heartbreaking: One girl told Graham that the only thing she wanted was for her deceased mom to come home.
"She was stuck in my head for years," Graham says.
It's not just children who visit Santa. "A tremendous amount of adults come. You'd be surprised," Graham says. A 103-year-old woman once asked for more time to spend with family.
"As you get older, you realize stuff is just stuff," Graham says. "The most precious thing is time."
Some families travel from as far as California to keep up their tradition of seeing Graham at Christmas. People who saw him decades ago are now parents with children of their own.
Caitlin Vierra, 36, started seeing Graham when she was 2. Now she brings her two young kids to see him. "It makes me want to cry. It's just really special," Vierra says. "Being able to do this with my own kids is so heartwarming. It's nostalgic in every possible way."
"I'm in a lot of people's families," Graham says. That's why he keeps coming back. "What's the one thing that you want as a human? To be loved," he says. "That's what I get out of it."

The kids are why Graham says he keeps doing the job. (Liam Scott/The Washington Post)


About 1 p.m., Graham leaves his chalet for a one-hour break. He spends it in his suite, which was once the women's powder room in the mall's now-closed Lord & Taylor.
He takes off his Santa hat. It's hot under the costume and fat suit, so his hair is matted and sweaty. A few spare Santa costumes hang on a clothing rack. On the coffee table sits black shoe polish, a pair of red suspenders and a bag of peppermints.
He says he hopes to continue the job for at least another 20 years.
"I'm not interested in retiring because it's not something that drags me down," he says. "Until the Lord says it's time to stop."

Graham has been Santa for 40 years -- 37 of which he has spent at the Tysons Corner Center mall. (Liam Scott/The Washington Post)
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Transportation
Government admits failures by Army and air traffic controllers in DCA crash 
The Jan. 29 collision between a military helicopter and a commercial jet over the Potomac River near Reagan National Airport killed 67 people.


A crane removes airplane wreckage from the Potomac River on Feb. 3. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Tara  Copp, Lori Aratani, Rachel Weiner | 2025-12-18
The federal government accepted liability in the Jan. 29 collision between a military helicopter and a commercial jet over the Potomac River that claimed 67 lives, according to a court filing late Wednesday.
In a filing in U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, the Justice Department said the three-person crew of the Army Black Hawk helicopter, who also died in the crash, failed to see and avoid the American Airlines regional jet. It also said air traffic controllers at Reagan National Airport failed to alert the jet of the approaching helicopter, something a Federal Aviation Administration official acknowledged this year.
The crew had been flying in an older Lima model Black Hawk that had known issues with its barometric altimeter, which could give an altitude reading that could vary as much as 70 to 100 feet -- a significant problem in the airspace around National, where one of its approach paths directly intersects with the helicopter route.
The night of the crash, the pilot and co-pilot read out two different altitudes as they flew along the path, but they did not resolve the discrepancy. During a heated hearing this summer, members of the National Transportation Safety Board were incensed to find out that the Army had not issued a wider advisory on the barometric altimeter problem, which affected as many as 100 Black Hawks across the service.
In the months since the crash, the Army has inspected and recalibrated the affected altimeters and updated its maintenance procedures to address the problem.
The government's 209-page filing comes in response to a lawsuit filed in September by the family of Casey Crafton, who had been returning home to Connecticut from a business trip to Wichita at the time of the crash. It was the first civil suit tied to the midair collision, though multiple others are pending.
American Airlines declined to comment on the filing. The FAA referred requests for comment to the Justice Department, which declined to comment beyond the filing. PSA Airlines, a regional partner of American also named in the suit, did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 
"In a very carefully drafted and lengthy legal filing, the United States is admitting the Army and FAA's responsibility for the needless loss in the crash of an Army helicopter and American Airlines Flight 5342 at Reagan National Airport," said attorney Robert Clifford, senior partner at Clifford Law Offices, who represents Crafton's family. He noted that "PSA Airlines and American Airlines have filed motions to dismiss the claims against them."
A Washington Post investigation in September found that airlines have routinely squeezed into the airport a number of flights that federal regulators had been warned were dangerous. They did so, in part, by using the short auxiliary Runway 33, which required landing jets to cross within 15 feet of a helicopter route. That intersection is where the deadly crash occurred.
Earlier in the day, the Senate passed a measure aimed at preventing a repeat of the collision.
The ROTOR Act will require all aircraft operating in congested airspace, including near National, to use technology that would broadcast their position to others. It also will rescind language in the National Defense Authorization Act, which also passed Wednesday, that some say would have created a loophole for military aircraft operating near National.
Inclusion of that language in the must-pass military funding bill alarmed family members of those who died on Flight 5342 and caught transportation leaders in the Senate by surprise. The provision also drew a rare public rebuke from Jennifer Homendy, chair of the NTSB, who called it "shameful."
The ROTOR bill "will be a fitting way to honor the lives of those lost nearly one year ago over the Potomac River," said Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas), chairman of the Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee. "The goal of the victims' families is to ensure no one else endures a similar avoidable, completely unnecessary, tragedy."
The legislation will now move to the House for a vote.
Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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D.C.
Bowser names Jeffery Carroll new D.C. interim police chief
Carroll, a 23-year veteran of the department, is one of the department's two executive assistant chiefs.

Jeffery Carroll will become D.C.'s interim police chief at the end of the year, Mayor Muriel E. Bowser announced Wednesday. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Emma Uber | 2025-12-17
Jeffery Carroll, the D.C. police department's second-in-command, will serve as interim police chief after Chief Pamela A. Smith leaves the department at the end of the year, Mayor Muriel E. Bowser announced Wednesday.
Carroll, a 23-year veteran of the department, is one of two executive assistant chiefs. He was tasked with leading the relationship between D.C. police and their federal partners during the law enforcement surge first ordered in August by President Donald Trump, then extended by Bowser. As part of this role, he has attended weekly White House meetings led by Trump's Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller.
"The department has been through an incredibly challenging year, and that's on top of the day-to-day challenges that our men and women of MPD face every single day to keep our city safe," Bowser said during a news conference Wednesday afternoon. "I am confident that Chief Carroll is the right leader to meet this moment."
Carroll inherits an embattled police department -- although violent crime in D.C. has plummeted over the past two years and homicides are on pace to hit an eight-year low, this year the department has struggled to maintain its autonomy, been plagued with allegations of crime data manipulation, felt its ranks shrink to half-century lows and lost the trust of some residents who say they are afraid to call 911 because of city leaders' failure to extricate local police from Trump's immigration agenda.
While the 30-day federal crime emergency ended months ago, D.C. police continue to patrol with federal agents and, just hours before Carroll was named interim chief, an appeals court signaled it may find the National Guard deployment in D.C. to be lawful.
"I am committed to leading this department with integrity, transparency and a strong sense of duty to the people we serve," Carroll said during the news conference. "We'll work to strengthen trust, improve transparency and ensure that every person in our city feels safe, heard and respected."
Carroll was the face of D.C. police after two National Guard members were shot outside the White House complex the day before Thanksgiving. He stood at the scene between Bowser and FBI Director Kash Patel, who mistakenly introduced Carroll during the news conference as chief of the police department. Smith was not present and told Fox5 she was with family in Arkansas over Thanksgiving. She was also absent Wednesday when Bowser named Carroll as her successor.
Smith announced her resignation last week after two years marked by a steep drop in crime and escalating federal incursion into the District's policing. Smith said she is stepping down at the end of the year to spend more time with family. Days after her announcement, separate reports from the Justice Department and House Oversight Committee tore into Smith's leadership style, accusing her of incentivizing her subordinates to manipulate city crime statistics.
The Republican-led House Oversight Committee interviewed district commanders and said Smith "propagated an ecosystem of fear, retaliation, and toxicity." In a letter to the committee, Bowser slammed the interim report as "a rush to judgement to serve a politically motivated timeline." Bowser said Wednesday she will ask the D.C. inspector general to examine the questions raised in the two reports because they "leave a lot to be desired in terms of evidence."
Carroll was not named in either of the reports. On Wednesday, he outlined a three-part plan to address the allegations of crime statistics manipulation: improve the training officers receive on how to classify crimes, create a dedicated auditing team to review crime classifications and better track when and by whom reports have been altered.
The D.C. police union celebrated Carroll's appointment in a statement Wednesday. Union Chairman Gregg Pemberton has been a vocal critic of city leadership and has openly aided the federal investigations into the department. In the statement, Pemberton demanded Carroll immediately suspend two top D.C. police commanders who were named alongside Smith in the Justice Department investigation.
"The DC Police Union is optimistic that Interim Chief Jeffery Carroll will usher in a new era of honest leadership, while working to undo the misguided and detrimental policies enacted by DC Council, and prioritize the safety of both residents and officers," Pemberton said in the statement. "His proven track record in operational excellence and crisis management positions him uniquely to root out corruption."
Carroll joined D.C. police in 2002 as a fresh graduate of Towson University in Maryland and got his start patrolling the Third District, which includes parts of Adams Morgan, Columbia Heights, Shaw and Logan Circle. He rose through the ranks, working as a patrol captain, then commander of the department's Special Operations division.
Later, as the head of the police department's homeland security bureau, he led the response to high-profile incidents including the Jan. 6 Capitol riot and two presidential inaugurations. He briefly led the department's internal affairs bureau before Smith appointed him as her right-hand man amid a generational surge in violent crime in 2023.
Chuck Wexler, executive director of the Police Executive Research Forum, said Carroll is one of the foremost experts on handling demonstrations and said his organization has used Carroll's "invaluable experience" to develop guidelines for best policing practices in handling protests.
"If you think about Washington, D.C., and you think about what Washington has been through in the past 20 years, Jeff Carroll has played a key role in dealing with all of it," Wexler said. "Jeff Carroll has been that steady hand."
Carroll has been named in multiple lawsuits alleging police misconduct against protesters, including during the 2020 Black Lives Matter demonstrations, and was among the defendants in a lawsuit alleging police unlawfully detained more than 200 protesters in mass arrests the day of Trump's 2017 presidential inauguration. The D.C. government paid $1.6 million to settle two lawsuits related to the arrests.
Jay Brown, a community activist focused on policing issues, said he understood why Carroll would be a strategic choice that "satisfies the criteria of the current federal administration as well as the police union." But he said that during demonstrations against police violence in 2020 after the murder of George Floyd, Carroll oversaw the use of police tactics that drew outcry from protesters. He urged the D.C. Council to scrutinize Bowser's pick.
"Does the community have concerns about prior experiences with Carroll?" he said. "Yes, we do, and it's worth a citywide discussion."
In recent months, D.C. police have faced scrutiny as federal immigration authorities have continued to work alongside D.C. police on joint task forces. Asked Wednesday whether he would rescind an order Smith signed in August allowing officers to share information with immigration authorities about people not in custody, he said he'd like to "give it a little time" before making decisions about policy changes.
"The Metropolitan Police Department is here for the entire community, including the Hispanic population," he said. "We're here to build trust in the work we do. We don't want anyone to feel scared or fearful of contacting police."
It is unclear how long Carroll will lead the department. Bowser is not seeking reelection, and the next mayor may choose to appoint their own police chief. District law requires the D.C. Council to confirm the police chief within 180 days, but Bowser -- who has previously flouted District law by using interim and acting directors for long periods of time -- did not directly answer questions Wednesday about whether she would put Carroll up for confirmation. D.C. law would also require Carroll, who currently lives in Calvert County, Maryland, with his wife and three children, to move to the city.
Bowser on Wednesday described the moment she offered Carroll the job: "I looked across the table at him in his eyes, and I said, 'You sure you want this? This is Washington, D.C., we're different. We're different. This is a huge responsibility.' And without hesitation, the chief said yes."
Jenny Gathright contributed to this report.
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Virginia Politics
Youngkin submits his final Virginia budget, warns Democrats not to ruin it
Virginia's outgoing Republican governor told lawmakers the state's fiscal outlook is rosy, despite warnings otherwise, as long as they stick to his final budget proposal.

Outgoing Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) presents the final budget proposal of his administration to the money committees of the General Assembly. (Gregory S. Schneider/The Washington Post)


By Gregory S. Schneider | 2025-12-17
RICHMOND -- At a time when legislative budget analysts warn of a looming downturn, Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) had a contrary message Wednesday for the incoming administration of Gov.-elect Abigail Spanberger (D):
The state's economy is "rip-roaring." Don't mess it up.
"Let's hold the next administration accountable for keeping it going. That is what I am most worried about," Youngkin told reporters Wednesday morning after presenting the final budget proposal of his time in office to the money committees of the General Assembly.
He urged Democratic lawmakers to continue his policies or risk crippling the state.
"My cautionary message is to stay with the program and don't pass antibusiness legislation," Youngkin told members of the budget-writing committees of the House of Delegates and state Senate. Both are controlled by Democrats, who won big in elections last month that saw Spanberger defeat Youngkin's chosen successor, Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears (R), by 15 points on promises to improve the cost of living and access to health care.
Youngkin's budget plan is predicated on continued growth in jobs and tax revenue, even though the legislature's nonpartisan budget analysts have warned that slowdowns in hiring, the effects of inflation and Trump administration policies such as trade tariffs and cuts to the federal workforce will weaken the economic outlook. At the same time, big new expenses such as increases to the state's obligation for Medicaid and the need to benchmark K-12 education funding will create massive additional costs, the legislative budget forecasters found.
Youngkin rejects that assessment, which he blamed Wednesday on Democrats and the media hoping for a downturn to undercut his achievements and those of President Donald Trump and Republicans in Congress.
"I know everybody wants to have doom and gloom, but I'm just telling you, it's good," Youngkin said.

Speaking to reporters after his presentation, Youngkin urged Democratic lawmakers to continue his policies. (Gregory S. Schneider/The Washington Post)


The plan Youngkin put forward Wednesday emphasizes conforming Virginia's income tax code to many of the changes to federal tax policy passed by Congress -- including cuts in taxes on tips, overtime pay and car loan interest, moves that would decrease state revenue.
At the same time, Youngkin has proposed spending more on priorities such as education, law enforcement and health care, while still footing the bill for the major increase in Virginia's share of Medicaid costs.
How would he pay for all that? Youngkin says he believes his efforts to diversify the state's business base, in tandem with White House policies under Trump, are creating a healthy economy that will extend the growth and budget surpluses Virginia has enjoyed over the past several years.
"This high rate of revenue growth should continue as long as Virginia stays with the demonstrated winning formula," Youngkin told lawmakers, adding that "many in this room" predicted a downturn in the current year but that "financial calamity has not happened and Virginia, again, is running a surplus."
He said he had worked with the Trump administration to restore $2.3 billion worth of grants that had been paused under the White House's efforts to slash the government, to bring the headquarters of the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development to Virginia, and to keep offices of the National Science Foundation in the state.
Trump's cuts to the federal workforce, while hurtful to some individuals, "have been far less than the catastrophic predictions," Youngkin said.
Virginia's unemployment rate ticked upward for much of the year, though at 3.6 percent it's still below the national average. Revenue collections for the first four months of fiscal year 2026 -- July through October -- have run some $500 million ahead of estimates, Youngkin said this month.
Virginia operates on two-year spending plans. The last major act of every outgoing governor is to prepare a budget package that his or her successor will work from in the next legislative session, which in this case begins Jan. 14. Spanberger will be sworn in on Jan. 17, and she and Democrats who control the General Assembly are likely to make significant changes to Youngkin's proposal -- though there are some areas of agreement.
Spanberger, who sat in the front row Wednesday for Youngkin's presentation, issued a written statement later saying that she and her team were "digging through the details" of the proposal. "I look forward to working with the General Assembly to lower costs for Virginia families, invest in Virginia's public schools, and protect access to critical healthcare services," she said.
Here are some highlights of the Youngkin spending plan:
Tax cuts: Youngkin and the General Assembly have teamed up for some $9 billion in permanent or one-time tax cuts since he took office in 2022, and he keeps that trend going here. The proposed budget includes about $730 million more in tax cuts for individuals and businesses.
Almost all of that involves conforming Virginia's income tax policy to changes passed this year by Congress, such as cutting taxes on tips, overtime and car loans. But Youngkin would limit those tax cuts; fully adopting the federal policy would cost Virginia more than $2 billion over the next three years, state Senate budget analysts found.
To reduce that cost, Youngkin would limit a corporate tax credit on research and development so it only looks forward, not backward. He would cap a manufacturing construction cost deduction so only 50 percent could be deducted. And he would delay the break for tips, overtime and car loan interest by a year, then limit the break to apply to 25 percent of someone's tips the first year and 50 percent thereafter.
Medicaid: Youngkin would fund an expected increase in the state's share of Medicaid expenses to the tune of $2.6 billion through the end of fiscal 2028. That's less than the $3.2 billion cost forecast by legislative analysts; Youngkin said he would achieve savings by finding efficiencies in the system and eliminating "waste, fraud and abuse."
Education: Youngkin's plan provides a 2 percent bonus for teachers and other state employees for the second half of fiscal 2026, and then a 2 percent salary increase in each of the next two years. He would include an additional $544 million for the next two years toward K-12 re-benchmarking, which is the process by which the state evaluates funding levels needed for local school districts. Legislative analysts have projected the full cost of re-benchmarking could be more than $800 million.
Areas of agreement: Yes, there are some places on which Democrats have already said they agree with Youngkin on his basic proposal.
"The Governor's introduced budget makes some essential investments that Senate Democrats support," the Senate Democratic Caucus said in a written statement. "Protecting Medicaid, strengthening SNAP [food benefits for low-income families], and raising pay for our teachers and school staff are meaningful steps that reflect priorities we've long championed."
The dollar amounts, of course, will be hashed out during the coming General Assembly session.
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Virginia
A person with measles traveled in Virginia and North Carolina, officials say
Public health officials in North Carolina and Virginia warned of possible exposures after the person traveled in the states in early December.

A vial of the measles, mumps and rubella vaccine is on display at the Lubbock (Texas) Health Department in February. (Mary Conlon/AP)


By Jenna Portnoy | 2025-12-17
A person with measles recently traveled through a North Carolina airport and to south and central Virginia in early December while they were contagious, public health officials said Wednesday.
The person visited a Home Depot in South Hill, Virginia, on Dec. 5, a cafe in Kenbridge on Dec. 6 as well as the Lynchburg Livestock Market and a nearby McDonald's in Rustburg on Dec. 8, according to the Virginia health department, which is warning people of potential exposures.
The person lives in the United States, but is not a resident of Virginia or North Carolina and was not an international traveler, public health officials said. They are no longer in Virginia, a health department spokeswoman said.
The person also traveled through the Raleigh-Durham International Airport early on Dec. 10, but North Carolina public health officials say they know of no health risk at the airport.
"Vaccination remains the best protection against measles," Virginia State Epidemiologist Laurie Forlano said in a statement. "This latest exposure is a good reminder to check your vaccination status, especially before holiday travel."
Epidemiologists are investigating outbreaks of measles in South Carolina as well as West Texas and Utah and Arizona, many of which have been linked to unvaccinated people or people whose vaccination status is unknown.
Nationally, the CDC has recorded at least 1,934 cases of measles -- a highly contagious and potentially deadly virus -- across dozens states as of Wednesday. More than half of them occurred among children.
Most people in Virginia have immunity to measles through vaccination, so the risk to the general public is low, public health officials said. However, they are trying to identify people who may have come into contact with the virus at the following locations:
	The Home Depot, at 250 Frank D. Harris Drive in South Hill, Dec. 5 from 4 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
	Wagon Wheel Cafe, at 408 Main St. in Kenbridge, on Dec. 6 from 9:15 a.m. to 1 p.m.
	Lynchburg Livestock Market, at 243 Livestock Road in Rustburg on Dec. 8 from 3:15 p.m. to 6 p.m.
	McDonald's, at 11059 Wards Road in Rustburg on Dec. 8 from 4:15 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

The most likely time a person exposed to the virus could develop symptoms is between Dec. 12 and Dec. 29, Virginia officials said.
Symptoms could develop up to 21 days after the potential exposure, and monitoring for symptoms is especially important for people who are not fully vaccinated or otherwise immune to measles.
Anyone who might have been exposed and is considered to be at risk of developing measles should contact their health care provider promptly to discuss any questions or concerns, Virginia health officials said.
In the first stage of measles symptoms, most people have a fever of greater than 101 degrees, runny nose, watery red eyes and a cough, which usually start seven to 14 days after exposure. The second stage starts three to five days after symptoms start, when a rash begins to appear on the face and spreads to the rest of the body. People with measles are contagious from four days before the rash appears through four days after the rash appeared.
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D.C.
Appeals court hands Trump a win over D.C. National Guard deployment
Judges wrote in a preliminary order that the National Guard can stay for now and that the Trump administration is likely to succeed in its appeal of a lower-court ruling.

National Guard members near the U.S. Capitol on Thursday. (Rahmat Gul/AP)


By Jenny Gathright | 2025-12-17
An appeals court signaled Wednesday that it may find the National Guard deployment in D.C. to be lawful, disagreeing with a lower-court judge's opinion, and it issued an order that will allow troops to stay in the city while litigation continues.
A three-judge panel -- with two Trump appointees and one Obama appointee -- wrote that the Trump administration is likely to succeed in its appeal of that lower-court ruling. The panel's unanimous order on Wednesday was not a determination of the deployment's legality and functioned only to allow the troops to remain pending final rulings, likely to come next year. But the judges said D.C.'s lack of autonomy under the law gives the president vast authority over how the National Guard is used within city limits.
"Because the District of Columbia is a federal district created by Congress, rather than a constitutionally sovereign entity like the fifty States, the Defendants appear on this early record likely to prevail on the merits of their argument that the President possesses a unique power within the District -- the seat of the federal government -- to mobilize the Guard," wrote the panel from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.
While preliminary, the appeals court ruling boosts the Trump administration in its fight to exert more control over the nation's capital, an effort that has included the highly visible use of armed National Guard troops who patrol the city's transit stations and pick up trash at its parks. Local officials have argued the deployment is at best unnecessary and at worst dangerous; the Trump administration has argued that the mission has been successful and the president is within his rights.
White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson said in a statement that "today's legal victory re-emphasizes what we have always maintained -- President Trump exercised his lawful authority to deploy National Guard troops in Washington D.C. This effort has yielded tremendous results in making DC safer and more beautiful."
Gabe Shoglow-Rubenstein, a spokesperson for D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb (D), whose office sued over the deployment, said the appeals court ruling does not address D.C.'s core arguments in the case.
"This is a preliminary ruling that doesn't resolve the merits, and we look forward to continuing our case in both the district and appellate courts," he said.
The Guard mission began in August, when despite recent drops in homicides, carjackings and other violent crime, President Donald Trump declared a "crime emergency" in the District to temporarily seize control of the police department. He also ramped up federal law enforcement and immigration enforcement and ordered a deployment of troops that has since swelled to about 2,600 National Guard members from D.C. and 10 states with Republican governors. The Guard's presence is currently scheduled to last through February.
"Our federal surge in DC has saved countless lives, removed hundreds of illegal guns off the streets, and led to a dramatic drop in crime in our nation's capital city," Attorney General Pam Bondi wrote in a social media post celebrating Wednesday's ruling. "We will continue fighting in court to defend @POTUS's agenda."
Schwalb sued the Trump administration over its use of the Guard in September, arguing that it was an illegal incursion on the city's autonomy. Schwalb also alleged that the troops were improperly engaged in law enforcement, in violation of a federal law that prohibits military troops under federal command from performing domestic policing. In addition to asking for the deployment to be stopped entirely, Schwalb asked a judge to halt the deployment as litigation continued.
A U.S. District Court judge has not issued an opinion on the underlying lawsuit but in November gave D.C. a preliminary legal win, ordering the Trump administration to halt the deployment by Dec. 11 as the court considered the broader case. In her opinion, Judge Jia M. Cobb said the Trump administration overstepped its authority by acting without a request from D.C.'s mayor and used the troops for purposes beyond what his limited powers allowed. The out-of-state troops, Cobb said, were also unauthorized.
That order set off another flurry of litigation; the Trump administration asked an appeals court to block Cobb's order from going into effect. The administration has argued that the troops are not conducting law enforcement; they are only supporting police and deterring crime by being a visible presence, attorneys said in court. The administration's attorneys have also argued that the District's government has "zero sovereignty," allowing Trump to deploy the troops without the city's consent. Unlike in states, where governors have command, the president is the commander in chief of the D.C. National Guard.
On Dec. 4, the appeals court said the Guard could stay in the city as the judges continued to weigh the Trump administration's requests -- and on Wednesday, they granted the administration's motion for stay pending appeal, meaning the Guard can remain in the District for now.
The appeals court judges noted that their assessment was "hurried" and that they did not address some of Schwalb's central arguments -- whether the Guard units were engaged in law enforcement in violation of federal law and whether the troops from other states were improperly under federal command.
However, the judges wrote, the stay pending appeal is an "extraordinary remedy" that required the Trump administration to show it was likely to prevail in its appeal of the lower-court ruling.
"The Defendants have demonstrated on this preliminary record that they will likely succeed in showing that the guard deployments are lawful" under federal and local law, they said.
The appeals court judges also said that halting the deployment would disrupt operations that have freed up U.S. Park Police to perform other tasks, emphasizing that there is a "strong federal interest in the protection of federal functions and property within the Nation's Capital."
They wrote that blocking the deployment could be unnecessarily disruptive. "The district court's order would require them to pack up and leave the District, only to be ordered to return if this court were to find on the merits of the appeal that they were lawfully deployed," they wrote.
Trump has also initiated, over state and local leaders' objections, National Guard deployments in other jurisdictions, including Memphis, Los Angeles, Charlotte and the Chicago area -- but has been blocked by courts in various forms. The Trump administration has asked the U.S. Supreme Court to reverse a lower-court ruling that prevented him from deploying troops in Illinois.
Wednesday's ruling in D.C. comes weeks after two National Guard troops were shot -- one fatally -- at a busy downtown intersection about 1,500 feet from the White House. The attack, which prosecutors say was carried out by a lone gunman who had traveled from Washington state, led Trump to double down on his military efforts in the city and order the deployment of 500 additional troops. Schwalb, on the other hand, argued in a court filing that the attack "tragically underscored" the public safety risks of the deployment to both the public and Guard members themselves.
Meagan Flynn and Salvador Rizzo contributed to this report.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: December chill finally breaks; rain likely Thursday night, maybe a storm
Highs mainly near or above 50 through the weekend. Thursday night's rain could come with a gusty thunderstorm.

The sun rises over a somewhat icy Tidal Basin on Tuesday. (Jeannie in D.C./Flickr)


By Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston | 2025-12-17
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Trending partly cloudy tonight with lows ranging from the upper 20s to low 30s most spots.
What's next? Highs mainly near or above 50 through the weekend. Some rain is likely Thursday night, and there could be a gusty thunderstorm, too. Drying out early Friday and staying dry this weekend.

Maximum wind gust forecast Thursday night on the high resolution NAM weather model. (weatherbell.com, modified by CWG)


A strong cold front will cross the area Thursday night through early Friday. As it does so, broken lines of heavy showers and perhaps a couple thunderstorms whip up the potential for gusty winds across the region, especially between 10 p.m. and 5 a.m.
If this situation occurred in spring or on an unusually warm December day, it might become a significant severe weather threat given very strong winds that are turning with height, which promote thunderstorm development. Since it's near the winter solstice, and at night, relatively cool air near the ground will probably limit such a threat.
Jeff Halverson, Capital Weather Gang's severe weather expert, notes the potential for gusts as high as around 50 mph, a potential that was also advertised on some high-resolution weather models.
"With extremely strong winds just a few thousand feet above the surface, any convective cells that develop may bring down sporadic wind gusts in the 40-50 mph range for a brief time," he wrote. "This is most likely to happen while people are sleeping."
Even stronger gusts are a risk in higher elevations and near the coast. Wind gusts at this strength may lead to sporadic tree falls and scattered power outages.
By the hours near or after sunrise, rain should be winding down. We could see about 0.5 to 0.75 inches of rain.

(WeatherBell)


We're now eight days from Christmas -- and beginning to enter the range for at least partially reliable weather forecasts. Here's what we know:
	On balance, computer models lean toward slightly above average temperatures as mild air over the central United States attempts to nudge eastward. The average Christmas high and low are 47 and 33.
	Predicted highs from reliable models for D.C. range from the mid-40s to the mid-60s. The average is in the low 50s.
	Some models suggest a warm front will be pushing through the region within a day or two of Christmas, which could mean some rain. That exact timing is to be determined. There's an outside chance some cold air could linger before the warm front passes; in that scenario, a wintry mix can't totally be ruled out, mainly in our colder areas.
	The chance of a white Christmas, defined as one inch of snow on the ground on the morning of Dec. 25, is low or near the historical chance, which is 10 percent.
	Because the Mid-Atlantic is expected to be near the transition zone between mild and chilly weather, small shifts in the forecast could have big implications.

We'll work to refine the Christmas forecast over the coming days.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: Clouds of the day should break with time. Partly cloudy overnight and not as chilly as recent nights. Evening readings fall back through the 40s and upper 30s, followed by overnight lows in the upper 20s to low 30s. Confidence: High
Tomorrow (Thursday): Partly sunny morning skies turn mostly cloudy by afternoon as temperatures climb to a range of near 50 to the mid-50s. Showers become possible after  5 p.m. as a cold front approaches. Confidence: Medium
Tomorrow night: Rain becomes likely during the evening and especially overnight, maybe a gusty thunderstorm as well. Evening readings may drop back into the 40s, but then increasing winds from the south could bump temperatures back up into the 50s overnight. Confidence: Medium
A look ahead
The rain should be exiting to the east early Friday morning. Skies become partly to mostly sunny and winds turn gusty from the west with colder temperatures in the 40s. A lingering breeze Friday evening should calm overnight. Lows dip into the colder 20s under mostly clear skies. Confidence: Medium-High
The weekend is looking partly sunny and dry with Saturday highs in the 40s and Sunday highs in the upper 40s to low 50s. Saturday night and Sunday night lows are mainly in the 30s.
Today's daily digit -- 7/10: Some spots have a shot at reaching 50 degrees for the first time this month! | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this day in 2021 and 2024, the temperature climbed to a calendar day record of 65 degrees. That record high is the lowest of any December date. Most record highs during the month are in the 70s.
The record high that day was one of numerous abnormally mild days in December 2021, which ranked as the fourth-warmest December on record.
As December's lowest record high, it's the easiest to break under the right conditions.
Here are other notables for this day:
	Average high: 48
	Average low: 34
	Record high: 65 (2024)
	Record low: 10 (1876)
	Record precipitation: 2.43 inches (1888)
	Maximum snow: 11.5 inches (1932)
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Statue of Black teen who fought segregation replaces Robert E. Lee at U.S. Capitol
Barbara Rose Johns was only 16 when she led a walkout in 1951 to protest horrendous conditions at her segregated high school for Black students in rural Farmville, Virginia.

A statue of civil rights activist Barbara Rose Johns is unveiled in Emancipation Hall at the U.S. Capitol on Tuesday. In 1951, 16-year-old Johns led a walkout at her segregated Virginia high school. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


By Gregory S. Schneider, Laura Meckler | 2025-12-17
The symbolism was hard to miss: In the halls of the U.S. Capitol on Tuesday, the statue of a Black teenager who fought against segregation replaced a Confederate general who fought to preserve slavery.
Barbara Rose Johns was only 16 when she led a walkout in 1951 to protest horrendous conditions at her segregated high school for Black students in rural Farmville, Virginia. Students complained to the NAACP, and their case went all the way to the Supreme Court, part of the set of cases known as Brown v. Board of Education that struck down school segregation.
Tuesday afternoon, a statue of Johns was unveiled at the Capitol to replace one of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee that had stood for more than a century. Every state is represented by two statues in the halls of the Capitol building, and Johns joins George Washington to represent Virginia.
"The Commonwealth of Virginia will now be represented by an actual patriot who embodies the principle of liberty and justice for all, and not a traitor who took up arms against the United States," said House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York).
A crowd of hundreds gathered in Emancipation Hall, named for the enslaved workers who helped build the Capitol, including about 200 members of Johns's family -- one of the largest gatherings ever assembled there for a statue unveiling, said House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana).
Cheers rang out when the statue was unveiled. There was Johns, who died in 1991, frozen in time -- her right arm lifting a book to the sky as she stands beside a podium to rally her peers. The pedestal of the statue quotes Scripture: "... and a little child will lead them."
In a few days, the statue will move to the Crypt, where Lee stood until he was removed in the middle of the night almost exactly five years ago.
For the Johns family and the Farmville community, the fact that her name is spoken alongside Washington's was stunning -- and also fitting.
"The notion of one of the founders of our country being paired with one of the saviors of the soul of our country -- I think it's a really, really powerful juxtaposition," said Cainan Townsend, who runs the museum in the former Farmville high school where Johns took her stand. His own father was locked out of school there after the Supreme Court issued its ruling in Brown, when White leaders shut down the system rather than desegregate.
The politics of race have changed dramatically since Virginia decided in 2020 to replace Lee with Johns's likeness amid a national reckoning on racism that unfolded in the wake of George Floyd's murder that May. Lee was carted out of the Capitol and shipped to the Virginia Museum of History and Culture in Richmond, where he stands in a gallery that explores how symbols created a "Lost Cause" mythology of the South.
Today, the Trump administration has told schools that efforts to address racial inequalities are illegal. Any effort to consider race in constructing policy, the Justice Department says, amounts to racial discrimination.
Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) was a leading figure in the backlash to that 2020 reckoning. He campaigned against teaching critical race theory, a term used to describe a range of topics related to systemic racism. Once in office, he ended diversity, equity and inclusion efforts in state agencies and public colleges and universities.
At Tuesday's ceremony, Youngkin recounted visiting the school site where Johns took her stand and recalled the courage she had to muster to lead her classmates in protest of "the lie of separate but equal." Separate was not equal, he said: "It never was, it never is and it never will be."
In an interview ahead of the event, Joan Johns Cobbs, 87, remembers the fear she felt in 1951 when her older sister Barbara led that walkout. "It was dangerous for Black people to stand up," Cobbs said in an interview Sunday, as she and her husband prepared to drive to D.C. from their home in New Jersey to attend the ceremony.
But she said Barbara never showed any fear. They were a farm family -- poor, mostly working tobacco -- and because their mother regularly traveled to D.C. for jobs, Barbara was left supervising her younger sister and three younger brothers.

Steven Weitzman works on the statue. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


"We always perceived her as being bossy," Cobbs said. "She was thrust into a role at an early age that caused her to sort of be aloof from us, because she had to reprimand us."
The situation made Barbara Johns reserved, stubborn and filled with determination, she said. "She always acted as if she wasn't afraid of anything."
When she saw White school kids speed by in their comfortable school buses, carrying new books and studying in heated and clean classrooms, Barbara Johns realized that the drafty, tar-paper-covered facilities where Black students huddled were unacceptable. She arranged for friends to get the principal summoned downtown one day, then rallied more than 400 fellow students to walk out in protest.
Later that year, a friendly White farmer warned the girls' father that Barbara was in danger, Cobbs said, so she was sent to stay with a relative in Alabama -- her uncle, civil rights activist Vernon Johns -- for her senior year of high school.
Johns's complaints contributed to what became one of the Supreme Court's most revered decisions, but the legacy of Brown is mixed.
"It's very clear that many of our leaders today are more comfortable celebrating Brown as a symbol than actually worrying about whether we've achieved the promise of the case," said Ary Amerikaner, executive director of Brown's Promise, a nonprofit that is working to challenge school segregation.
Last year, the Civil Rights Project calculated that 20 percent of all U.S. schools were "intensely segregated" as of 2021, meaning White students make up 10 percent or less of the student body. These schools were far more likely to educate students with the fewest advantages and most needs -- in 2021, 78 percent of them were poor.
So although today's school segregation is not remotely comparable to what it was in 1951, experts say the problem has not been solved.
"The story that we tell ourselves about Brown is one of struggle, victory, success," said Genevieve Siegel-Hawley, an expert on school segregation at Virginia Commonwealth University. "We sort of leave it there and don't explore the contours of modern-day segregation."

Lluvia Pinzon, left, works on the statue. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


In Farmville, which is a part of Prince Edward County, the public schools are racially diverse, with White students making up about 30 percent of the total. There is one private school in the county, Fuqua School, and it was founded in the wake of Brown as a segregation academy -- a school that served White students when Prince Edward closed its public schools rather than comply with a desegregation court order.
Officials with Fuqua did not respond to a request for comment.
On Tuesday, Rep. Robert C. "Bobby" Scott (D-Virginia) recounted Virginia's resistance to desegregation and asked members of the audience who were denied an education when the schools were closed to stand. At least a dozen people in the audience did so. Sen. Mark Warner (D-Virginia) spoke of working with the state legislature to secure scholarship money for those who had lost years of schooling.
Yet if Johns, now standing in bronze, simply represents an idea or an aspiration, that has value, said Wil Del Pilar, senior vice president at EdTrust, an advocacy group that promotes racial equity programs.
"Even if it's just a symbol, it becomes important, especially for those people who don't see themselves reflected in those spaces," he said. "Symbolism can give us hope for a new day."
That was true for state Sen. L. Louise Lucas (D-Portsmouth), who, as a Black girl growing up in Virginia during Massive Resistance -- the period of organized refusal to comply with Brown -- heard about Johns from relatives. "You have no idea the pride I feel" to see that statue going up in the U.S. Capitol, Lucas said.
For decades, Johns was virtually unknown. Her old Robert R. Moton school was nearly demolished 25 years ago, then preserved as a museum in conjunction with nearby Longwood University. But in recent years, the honors have multiplied.
Today an image of the Moton School has been incorporated into the Prince Edward County seal and flag. The school is among a list of about a dozen civil rights landmarks across the country that are in the process of being considered as a collective UNESCO World Heritage site.
Former Virginia governor Terry McAuliffe (D) said he didn't know about her until after he was elected, but he became an admirer and cited her in speeches. He presided over the renaming of the state building that houses the Virginia attorney general's offices in her honor.
In 2020, then-Gov. Ralph Northam (D) requested that the U.S. Capitol remove the Lee statue and worked with a legislative commission to select Johns as the replacement, part of a sweeping effort by his administration to take down Confederate monuments across the state.
"It's time to move on," Northam said in an interview. He was among a phalanx of Virginia politicians at Tuesday's unveiling.
Also among them was Sen. Tim Kaine (D), who five years ago went to the Capitol in the wee hours of the morning to witness the statue of Lee being removed from its pedestal. Virginia House Speaker Don Scott (D-Portsmouth), the first Black person to hold that office, was there, too.
"Even during this moment when people are trying to go backwards, these green shoots of history and truth still come through," Scott said in an interview. "That's what's so powerful about this moment."
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Tech Policy
Trump administration prepares sweeping crackdown on leftist networks
The Justice Department's program to root out violent "Antifa" extremism is raising First Amendment concerns. 

Police officers react to a perceived threat after a demonstration against U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement in San Francisco in June. (Minh Connors/For The Washington Post)


By Eva Dou, Joseph Menn, Will Oremus | 2025-12-18
The Trump administration is embarking on an expansive effort to root out what it sees as rampant left-wing domestic terrorism, raising concerns among some security experts and lawmakers that broad categories of Americans' political speech could come under surveillance.
Thursday marks a first deadline, set this month in a memo from Attorney General Pam Bondi, for all federal law enforcement agencies to "coordinate delivery" of their intelligence files on "Antifa" and "Antifa-related" activities to the FBI. Bondi has tasked the agency with using those files to draw up lists of Americans and foreigners to investigate as part of a campaign directed by President Donald Trump against what his administration views as a growing threat of political violence by the American left.
"Left-wing organizations have fueled violent riots, organized attacks against law enforcement officers, coordinated illegal doxing campaigns, arranged drop points for weapons and riot materials, and more," White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson said in a written statement. "The Trump Administration will get to the bottom of this vast network inciting violence in American communities."
Critics warn that the plan signals an impending crackdown on political dissent under the banner of counterterrorism -- one that could land large numbers of liberal activists on government watch lists and chill Americans' First Amendment right to protest the administration's policies.
Bondi's Dec. 4 memorandum, which was first reported by journalist Ken Klippenstein and later confirmed by the Justice Department to The Washington Post, listed "anti-Americanism," "anti-capitalism," "anti-Christianity," "opposition to law and immigration enforcement," "radical gender ideology," and "hostility towards traditional views on family, religion, and morality" as some of the political agendas espoused by the individuals who might merit investigation.

Attorney General Pam Bondi speaks from the White House in October alongside FBI Director Kash Patel. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


The memo says the government will pursue people "with a willingness to use violence against law-abiding citizenry to serve those beliefs," making no mention of violent extremism animated by right-wing or other viewpoints. Citing the phrase "Hey Fascist! Catch!" inscribed on a bullet casing allegedly left behind by the suspect in right-wing activist Charlie Kirk's killing, Bondi wrote: "Violence against what extremists claim to be fascism is the clarion call of recent domestic terrorism."
On Monday, the lead federal prosecutor in Los Angeles credited the administration's new focus on left-wing crime for the arrest and charging of four alleged members of the leftist Turtle Island Liberation Front, who prosecutors say were plotting to bomb multiple L.A. locations on New Year's Eve.
This year is the first in a decade in which left-wing violent extremism outpaced right-wing violent extremism, according to one recent study, in part because the latter has plummeted since Trump's reelection. The administration has broadly attributed clashes between protesters and U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement personnel to left-wing activity, as it has Kirk's shooting in September, though the suspect, Tyler Robinson, had no strong or consistent political allegiance, according to his gaming partners and other acquaintances.
Trump accused "Radical Left Democrats" of inspiring a September shooting outside a Dallas ICE facility that killed two detained migrants. The shooter, Joshua Jahn, called ICE employees "people showing up to collect a dirty paycheck" and appeared to have acted alone before killing himself, according to the acting U.S. attorney in Dallas.
White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller is one of a number of administration figures who have moved into government housing in the wake of what he called "terroristic threats." Miller hailed the administration's approach in an X post Monday, saying "vast government resources have been unleashed to find and dismantle the violent fifth column of domestic terrorists clandestinely operating inside the United States."
The federal government has broad powers to surveil individuals and groups for terrorism investigations, especially since the 9/11 attacks. The FBI and its partner agencies have many commercial tools, including facial recognition software, license plate and cellphone location tracking databases, and drones that record high-definition video. They are also able to conduct wiretaps and hack into phones remotely with prior court approval.
Government agencies are sharing more data with one another than in years past. The Post has reported that more IRS information has been made available to immigration authorities, though that has been challenged in court, and the Department of Homeland Security, which is in charge of ICE, has sought information from health and transport agencies, as well.
Bondi's memo, which implements a strategy laid out by the president in September, has drawn strong criticism from some scholars, lawmakers and former officials. They say it gives the Justice Department a broad remit to surveil and interrogate progressive political activists, anti-ICE protesters, non-Christians, feminists, the LGBTQ community and others.
"It's a pretty damn dangerous document," former FBI agent Michael Feinberg, who is now a senior editor at Lawfare, said of Bondi's memorandum. "It's dangerous in the sense that it is directed at a specific ideology, namely the left, without offering much evidence as to why that is necessary. And it's also dangerous in the sense that it's ignoring the lion's share of nihilistic violent extremists." Such acts, which the FBI categorizes as being motivated not by political ideology but by a hatred for society at large, constituted a "large chunk" of current domestic terrorism investigations, FBI Director Kash Patel told a Senate committee in September.
"We are committed to working with the Justice Department and our state, local, federal, and tribal law enforcement partners to protect the homeland, while at the same time safeguarding constitutional rights," the FBI said in a statement.
Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Oregon), who sits on the Senate Intelligence Committee, is not convinced. "It is a throwback to McCarthyism and the worst abuses of Hoover's FBI to use federal law enforcement against Americans purely because of their political beliefs or because they disagree with the current president's politics," he said in a statement to The Post.
Democratic administrations have faced blowback over First Amendment implications when they launched probes against right-wing extremist groups. Trump and some of his supporters had accused the Biden administration of criminalizing free speech in their investigations into Trump supporters' Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. Some of the statutes Bondi directed prosecutors to consider as they investigate extremists reflect the same charges leveled at many of the Jan. 6 rioters, including picketing and parading with intent to obstruct the administration of justice.
During the first Obama administration, DHS pulled back in 2011 from an ambitious intelligence-gathering plan on right-wing extremism after receiving criticism from Republicans that it was an ideological attack on the right.
Some experts suggest the guidelines laid out by Bondi will be tempered by longer-standing FBI procedures. The agency's Domestic Investigations and Operations Guide, most recently updated last year, calls for special care when core rights of expression are involved, such as in organized protests.
"Individuals or groups who communicate with each other or with members of the public in any form in pursuit of social or political causes -- such as opposing war or foreign policy, protesting government actions ... have a fundamental constitutional right to do so," the guide says.
Conservative legal scholar John Yoo, who has supported some of Trump's policies, said the approach could be appropriate if the FBI is careful. "Groups cannot use some First Amendment activity to claim a broad immunity from investigation that conceals potentially illegal activity," Yoo told The Post. "Because the definition of an antifa organization may be unclear, the FBI should take extra pains to make sure it is not selecting targets because of their ideology."
A former FBI counterterror expert and a person currently involved with government oversight of the intelligence agencies, both speaking on the condition of anonymity out of fear of retribution, said the memo appeared aimed at justifying the use against Americans of powerful tools now employed to combat foreign terrorism. There are far fewer limits on overseas spy powers, which U.S. agencies have used in the past to hack into foreign and American company operations abroad, capture mass internet traffic, and vacuum up all manner of financial, location and phone records.
"They are trying to find ways to say: 'This American who is involved in American politics, do they have a foreign financial connection?' And that's enough to say they are a foreign operative, so especially if they leave the country, there's much less oversight," the former FBI counterterror expert said.
The Bondi memo does not grant law enforcement any new legal authorities, said Patrick G. Eddington, a senior fellow in homeland security and civil liberties at the libertarian Cato Institute. What's new is the order to marshal existing surveillance powers on a broad scale against the administration's political opponents, he said, rather than in a selective and politically neutral manner.
Bondi's memorandum is meant to guide the actions of Joint Terrorism Task Forces that link local and state law enforcement with agents from the FBI, ICE and other federal agencies and pool their surveillance tools and resources.

Demonstrators protest ICE in Boston on Tuesday. (Brian Snyder/Reuters)


The new campaign comes in the wake of accusations by civil liberty organizations that the Trump administration has eroded traditional First Amendment freedoms this year by ordering militarized crackdowns on public protests, investigating dissenting former officials and left-wing political activists, and seeking to intimidate news outlets from reporting freely.
Joshua Aaron, founder of ICEBlock, an app that allows users to crowdsource information about ongoing ICE operations, sued Bondi and other administration officials this month. Apple had removed ICEBlock from its App Store after pressure from the administration, which said the app endangered ICE agents.
"This administration violated our First Amendment rights, and they're trying to chill free speech in this country, not just for me, but across its citizens," Aaron said in an interview.
Trump issued National Security Presidential Memorandum 7, "Countering Domestic Terrorism and Organized Political Violence," on Sept. 25, a day after the fatal shooting at the Dallas ICE facility. The document ordered a whole-of-government movement helmed by the FBI to "investigate and disrupt networks, entities, and organizations that foment political violence," with a focus on "antifa," which it declared to be a "domestic terrorist organization."
Concerns that this campaign will result in overreach and be used selectively to target Trump's political opponents stem in part from the hazy definition of "antifa." Antifa is short for "anti-fascist" and is more of an ideology, not an organization with leadership and structure, according to a number of political scientists.
Michael Glasheen, operations director of the FBI's National Security Branch, said at a House Homeland Security Committee hearing last week that he agreed with Trump that antifa was the nation's largest domestic terrorism threat, but he was unable to answer questions from lawmakers about how many members it had or where it was located. "We are building out the infrastructure right now," Glasheen said.
Perry Stein contributed to this report.
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Tech Policy
A retired policeman was jailed over an anti-Trump meme. Now he's suing. 
Attorneys for 61-year-old Larry Bushart say a Tennessee sheriff violated the First Amendment: "In America, we do not jail people for political speech."

Larry Bushart is suing local authorities in Tennessee, alleging he was unlawfully arrested and jailed. (LadyJay Creations LLC)


By Will Oremus, Ben Brasch | 2025-12-17
A retired Tennessee policeman who spent more than a month in jail over an anti-Trump Facebook post is suing the authorities responsible for his arrest.
Attorneys for Larry Bushart, 61, filed a lawsuit in federal court Wednesday against a sheriff, an investigator and Perry County, which lies about halfway between Nashville and Memphis. The suit alleges that they violated Bushart's First and Fourth Amendment rights when they ordered his arrest in September and held him for five weeks on charges of threatening mass violence -- all in response to what Bushart contends was a harmless social media meme.
"In America, we do not jail people for political speech," the lawsuit states. "Yet Larry Bushart spent 37 days behind bars simply for speaking his mind. It took a national uproar about his detention for Perry County officials to drop the charge against Mr. Bushart -- a charge officials knew from the outset was unfounded."
The lawsuit is Bushart's bid to turn the tables on local authorities in a deep-red corner of rural Tennessee, where his prolific anti-Trump Facebook posting had annoyed some neighbors and amused others -- until the day officers showed up at his house. He joins a growing number of liberal activists around the country who are pushing back on what they view as an overzealous crackdown on speech in the wake of the September killing of conservative activist Charlie Kirk.
Perry County Sheriff Nick Weems, who ordered Bushart's arrest, did not respond Wednesday to a request for comment on the lawsuit. The attorney representing Weems and the investigator, both of the Perry County Sheriff's Office, did not respond to requests for comment. 
Law enforcement officers knocked on Bushart's door on Sept. 21 because Perry investigators were interested in one of the more than 100 posts he had published that day.

This is the meme Larry Bushart shared in the "What's Happening, Perry County?" on a post about a local vigil for slain conservative activist Charlie Kirk. Local law enforcement said people perceived the post as a threat. The post is at the center of Bushart's federal civil rights lawsuit against the county and its sheriff. (Courtesy of the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Tennessee)


In a local Facebook group, Bushart had commented on a post about a local vigil held the day before for Kirk, the charismatic organizer who helped lead a conservative youth movement on American campuses. Bushart replied with a preexisting meme that depicted Trump and quoted a remark Trump had made -- "We have to get over it" -- after a deadly January 2024 shooting at Perry High School in Iowa.
The post include the phrase, "This seems relevant today ...."
Weems said some people in Perry County, Tennessee, interpreted the meme as a threat to their local high school, which is named "Perry County High School." He told Nashville's NewsChannel 5 that "multiple people" had complained but did not specify how many.
Bushart was arrested on a charge of threatening mass violence at a school, according to his arrest affidavit, which said his post was such that "a reasonable person would conclude could lead to serious bodily injury or death of multiple people."
When asked if he and his deputies knew that Trump's quote was referring to a past shooting at a different high school in another state about 700 miles away, Weems told the station: "Yes, we knew, but the public did not know."
Bushart's post and arrest came at a time when liberals around the country were facing real-world consequences for online posts critical of Kirk in the wake of his stunning public death. Dozens of people were suspended or fired from their jobs, including late-night comedian Jimmy Kimmel, whose show was taken off the air for five days by ABC and parent company Disney amid pressure from Trump administration officials.
Bushart lost employment, too, according to the lawsuit. After a 34-year career in law enforcement, he was working a postretirement job in medical transportation but lost it due to his 37-day incarceration, the suit says.
"I spent over three decades in law enforcement, and have the utmost respect for the law," Bushart said Wednesday in a statement provided by attorneys from the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, which is representing him. "But I also know my rights, and I was arrested for nothing more than refusing to be bullied into censorship."
The First Amendment constrains the government's power to punish people for political speech, while the Fourth Amendment protects Americans from being arrested without valid cause. According to the lawsuit, Bushart is seeking compensation, punitive damages, attorneys' fees and "all other further legal and equitable relief as the Court may deem just and proper."
Bushart is among a small but growing number of people who have filed lawsuits challenging the punishments they received for Kirk-related social media posts.
Last week, FIRE filed a federal lawsuit on behalf of Monica Meeks, a U.S. Army veteran who was fired from her Tennessee state government job in September after she posted a comment referring to Kirk as a "white supremacist" on a friend's Facebook post. A spokesman for the agency that fired her declined to comment Wednesday, saying they don't comment on active litigation.
In another case, a federal judge in September ordered the University of South Dakota to temporarily reinstate Michael Hook, a tenured art professor who had been placed on leave for a Facebook post that derided Kirk on the day he was killed.
Private-sector employers generally have leeway to "make their own decisions about what sorts of speech and what sort of conduct they are willing to tolerate," said Matthew Cavedon, director of the project on criminal justice at the libertarian Cato Institute. But public-sector employers have to clear a higher bar to discipline employees for political speech.
Bushart appears to have a particularly strong case as someone who was arrested and jailed over a Facebook post, Cavedon said, adding that doesn't necessarily mean he will win it.
"Hopefully everyone agrees that someone like Larry should get relief for sitting wrongly in jail for months," Cavedon said. "Unfortunately, courts have created a lot of doctrines that make it really hard for people to get access to relief even when their rights have been violated" by the government. "Things like qualified immunity, prosecutorial immunity and judicial immunity mean that people have to jump over a lot of hurdles."
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A house was on fire. Two strangers ran in to rescue a tiny dog. 
"If they didn't go in, he would not have survived," homeowner Carrie Fedele said about the off-duty firefighter and another man who saved her dog Benny.  

Off-duty firefighter Dillon Harris and a passerby rescued Benny from a house fire in Madison, Ohio, on Dec. 8. (Carrie Fedele)


By Sydney Page | 2025-12-18
Dillon Harris was enjoying a day off with his family last week, celebrating his son's 5th birthday. The family of four had just wrapped up a Grinch-themed lunch when, on their way home, Harris's wife spotted smoke rising from the roof of a house in Madison, Ohio.
Harris -- a firefighter for the nearby Euclid Fire Department -- stopped the car and got out. A few neighbors were standing in the front yard, and they had already called 911.
"They said no one was home, despite there being a car in the driveway, but there was a dog in there," Harris said. "We went up to the door and knocked really hard, and we heard the dog barking."
The fire was growing rapidly.
"It started smoking real bad," said Harris, a father of two young children.
He and another man who had stopped to help decided to break into the locked house to get the dog. Harris grabbed a shovel and forced entry into the home, which was billowing with smoke. The men were not wearing protective gear.
"It was one of those split-second decisions," Harris said, explaining that he was concerned about frightening his wife and children, who were anxiously waiting for him in the car. "I wanted to go home with my family, but at the same time I couldn't leave a dog in the house."

Harris uses a shovel to break into the burning home.


"My daughter was screaming, 'Why'd Dad go in?'" Harris said.
Once inside, the dog -- a small mixed-breed named Benny -- was about 15 feet into the house. He jumped over a gate, and the other man picked him up and brought him outside to safety. Harris -- a self-proclaimed animal lover with two dogs of his own -- said he was overwhelmed with relief.

The Harris family celebrating Halloween. From left, Allissa, Nellie, 6, Rocco, 5, and Dillon. (Courtesy of Dillon Harris)


"The dog was wagging his tail," Harris said, adding that he does not know the name of the man who helped him rescue the dog that afternoon, Dec. 8. "I wish we knew his name so we can also credit him."

Firefighter Dillon Harris's wife and two children waited in the car while he and a passerby rescued Benny.


Carrie Fedele, the homeowner, said she was at work when she realized her home was ablaze, after receiving alerts from her Ring doorbell camera. She watched frantically as the two men entered her home.

The inside of Fedele's home after the fire. (Carrie Fedele)


"I panicked," said Fedele.
"The whole house was literally black smoke when they were running in; it was horrifying ... but if they didn't go in, he would not have survived," she said, referring to Benny.
Fedele left work and rushed to her house, which she and her husband built 20 years ago. The couple raised all nine of their children in the house, two of whom still lived there with them and Benny, 9. They have 19 grandchildren.

The Fedele family outside their home in 2012. (Courtesy of Carrie Fedele)


"It's really sad," Fedele said between tears. "Everything in the house is gone."
They lost treasured family heirlooms, including ornaments her children had collected over the years, carefully arranged on the Christmas tree.
"I just can't believe this happened," Fedele said.
Firefighters arrived at the scene shortly after Harris went in to retrieve Benny. According to Madison Fire District, the cause of the fire is still under investigation. The story was first reported by Fox8.

The back of Fedele's home after the fire. (Carrie Fedele)


Fedele's co-worker organized a GoFundMe to help the family rebuild after the fire.
"I feel for any family that has this problem," Harris said.
Fedele said the foundation of the home may still be salvageable, and they hope to use insurance money to rebuild. In the meantime, she and her family have been staying in a hotel and plan to move into an apartment this weekend. Fedele said it has been difficult to accept help, but she said the outpouring of support has given her family some peace during a turbulent time.

The inside of Fedele's home after the fire. (Carrie Fedele)


"It's just this huge relief, and I am grateful," she said. "People care; people have been so kind."
The Fedele family brought Benny to the vet, where he was treated for smoke inhalation and carbon monoxide poisoning. The vet did not charge them.

Benny was treated for smoke inhalation and carbon monoxide poisoning. (Carrie Fedele)


"She paid for the whole thing," Fedele said. "Everyone has been so sweet."
Although life has been difficult lately, Fedele said, the aftermath of the fire has reinforced her faith in humanity. She is still in disbelief that two men ran into her fiery home to save Benny.

Benny cuddling with Fedele's daughter Lucy. (Carrie Fedele)


"It's scary and it's hard, but people are amazing," she said. "Just amazing."
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Marjorie Taylor Greene's sweeping anti-trans care bill passes House
It most likely will not become law, but it will still have consequences for transgender youth, advocates say. 

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia) speaks during a hearing of the House Committee on Homeland Security on Dec. 11. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


By Casey Parks | 2025-12-18
In the waning days of her stormy tenure in Congress, Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene achieved a legislative victory Wednesday that has eluded her for years -- House approval of a sweeping ban on gender transition treatment for minors.
The House passed the Protect Children's Innocence Act largely along party lines (216-211). The bill, if it becomes law, would open health care providers to felony charges -- and up to 10 years in prison -- if they treat young people under the age of 18 with puberty blockers, hormones and surgeries. The legislation would also punish anyone -- including parents -- who consents to or transports a minor to the care.
"Protecting children is not optional,  it's our duty," Greene wrote on X. "Children are not old enough to vote, drive, or get a tattoo and they are certainly not old enough to be chemically castrated or permanently mutilated!!!"
Though the bill is likely to stall in the Senate, the fact that it even came to a vote in the House was a win for Greene, who first proposed the bill in August 2022. The Georgia lawmaker, who is leaving Congress next year, said she struck a deal with House leadership to get a vote after she agreed to advance the National Defense Authorization Act. Greene had previously voted against the defense bill but her switch allowed it to clear a final procedural hurdle.
"This bill is the most extreme anti-transgender legislation to ever pass through the House of Representatives and a direct attack on the rights of parents to work with their children and their doctors to provide them with the medical care they need. If this bill becomes law, doctors, pharmacists, and -- in some circumstances -- the parents of young trans people, would face time in prison for choosing to prioritize their child's health. This bill is beyond cruel and its passage will forever be a stain on the institution of the United States Congress," said Rep. Mark Takano (D-California), chair of the Congressional Equality Caucus.
More than half of U.S. states already ban such medical treatment and some, such as Mississippi, also forbid residents from traveling outside of the state to attain it. The Supreme Court ruled in June that a Tennessee ban did not violate the Constitution, and President Donald Trump signed an executive order in January that directed federal agencies to withhold money from institutions that offer the treatment. Providers in blue states have continued to treat trans adolescents.
Despite its uncertain future, the bill could have lingering repercussions as it pushed Democrats to go on the record about an issue many have avoided discussing as public support for trans rights has waned. More than half of Americans now favor laws that ban doctors from offering gender transition care to minors -- an increase of more than 20 percent since 2022, according to a Pew study released this year. Three House Democrats voted in favor of Greene's bill Wednesday.
Advocates for trans youth say the bill will "terrorize" and "push out of public life" young people whose gender identity and sex at birth are incongruent. State laws targeting transgender people made trans and nonbinary youths between 25 percent and 27 percent more likely to attempt suicide at least once in the years after a measure becomes law, a recent study published in the Nature Human Behaviour journal concluded. In a separate analysis of FBI data, The Washington Post last year found that school hate crimes rose sharply in states that passed laws restricting LGBTQ rights.
Still, Trump has made it a focus of his administration. He has signed multiple executive orders targeting trans rights, and earlier this year, his Justice Department demanded dozens of hospitals turn over a wide range of sensitive information related to medical care for young transgender patients, including billing documents, communication with drug manufacturers, and data such as patient dates of birth, Social Security numbers and addresses.
Most Republicans voted for the bill Wednesday, with only four voting against. But their reluctance to bring the measure to a vote previously is a reflection of voter priorities. While more than two-thirds of Republican voters support bans, they have repeatedly said in polls that the issue is not as important to them as the economy, gun rights or inflation.

In a CNN interview on Dec. 16, Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia) said the "dam is breaking" for President Donald Trump's hold on support within his party.


Greene has increasingly clashed with Trump and House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), and she said last month she will resign from Congress in early January. In a video announcing her departure, she slammed her colleagues, particularly House Republican leaders, over their handling of the shutdown and other issues she said have rendered Congress ineffective.
Hundreds of Republicans across the country ran on promises to end gender care for adolescents, she noted. They spent more than $215 million on network TV ads that decried what they described as "transgender ideology." With Republicans in the majority, Greene reintroduced her bill in May. Still, the House did not vote on it.
Researchers have found that young LGBTQ people who hear about similar proposals are more likely to become depressed and have physical health problems.
"Hearing a representative speak about them, their identity, their lives, in a way that is so contrary to how they want to be perceived and move through the world, is profoundly impacting for LGBTQ young people," said Tessa Juste, an LGBTQ movement-building and policy researcher at the Movement Advancement Project. "Instead of being able to grow up in a country that lets them learn and play and be kids, these youth are out here fighting for their right to exist in peace."
Doctors helped a small number of young people transition for nearly two decades with little pushback. But as the number of young people who take puberty blockers or hormones grew from roughly 2,500 patients nationwide in 2017 to 5,600 in 2021, according to a Reuters' analysis of insurance claims, conservative activists and politicians moved to outlaw the care.
"God doesn't make mistakes, every child is perfect, and minors need protection to safely grow up before they decide to make permanent radical changes to their bodies," Greene wrote on X last week. (Greene's office did not return requests for comment.)
Though studies have found that the regret rates for those interventions are rare, conservative lawmakers have been swayed by the testimonies of a handful of young people who say they regret transitioning before their brains were fully developed. Some had double mastectomies as teenagers. Others say they experience a range of irreversible side effects after taking testosterone or estrogen. Fewer than 300 people a year undergo mastectomies as part of gender transition, according to the Reuters analysis.
Doctors who treat transgender adolescents have long described the care as "lifesaving." Trans young people have high rates of depression and suicidal thoughts, but with medical interventions such as puberty blockers and hormones, many go on to live happy, well-adjusted lives, researchers have found. Nearly every major medical association endorses the care.
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Could Nick Reiner face the death penalty if convicted of murdering his parents?
The death penalty remains on the books in California, but the state has not executed anyone since 2006.

Los Angeles County District Attorney Nathan Hochman speaks during a news conference Tuesday on the investigation into the deaths of director Rob Reiner and producer and photographer Michele Singer Reiner. (Patrick T. Fallon/AFP/Getty Images)


By Kim Bellware | 2025-12-18
Nick Reiner faces 25 years to life in prison if convicted of first-degree murder in the killing of his parents, legendary Hollywood director Rob Reiner and producer and photographer Michele Singer Reiner.
But Reiner, 32, could also face the death penalty because of "special circumstance" charges the Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office filed against him. Special circumstances -- in Reiner's case, allegedly killing multiple people -- increase the punishment prosecutors can pursue, allowing for the possibility for harsher sentences like life without parole or the death penalty.
Reiner did not enter a plea during his Wednesday court appearance, according to the Associated Press. Even if Reiner's case proceeds to trial and he is sentenced to death, he would be unlikely to ever face execution. California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) imposed a moratorium on the death penalty in 2019, which later led to the decommissioning of state's death row facility in San Quentin.
Alan Jackson, the high-profile attorney representing Reiner, asked for a continuance in court Wednesday, saying it was too early for a plea. Jackson spoke briefly after the hearing and urged the public not to rush to judgment.
"There are very, very complex and serious issues that are associated with this case," Jackson said. "Those need to be thoroughly, but very carefully, dealt with and examined and looked at and analyzed."
Here's what to know about California's death penalty in the case against Reiner:
	Nick Reiner was arrested hours after his parents Rob Reiner, 78, and Michele Singer Reiner, 68, were found stabbed to death at their Brentwood home on Sunday.
	Reiner faces two counts of first-degree murder with a special circumstance of multiple murders and a special allegation of using a dangerous and deadly weapon -- a knife, the district attorney said.
	Los Angeles County District Attorney Nathan J. Hochman, an independent, filed the special circumstances that would allow for the death penalty but has not said whether his office will formally seek it against Reiner.
	The death penalty remains on the books in California, but the state has not executed anyone since 2006.

The maximum penalty for first-degree murder in California is usually life in prison with the possibility of parole. Prosecutors can seek more severe punishments by filing a special circumstance charge that elevates the crime to a capital offense, making it a death-eligible case. A jury must also consider other elements of the case, including mitigating factors.
"Special circumstances" were California's effort to comply with U.S. Supreme Court decisions in the 1970s that aimed to make application of the death penalty less arbitrary by narrowing the circumstances in which it could be pursued in first-degree murder cases, said Jonathan Simon, a criminal law professor at the University of California at Berkeley School of Law whose focus includes capital punishment and legal history.
Simon noted that California's special circumstances have faced criticism for being too broad; they include factors like killing for financial gain, killing more than one person, and killing public officials or peace officers like police and judges.
"Various scholars over the years have claimed that California's terms of the special circumstances are so broad that effectively any first-degree murder could be charged as a death case," Simon said.
With the death penalty still in California law, district attorneys can still pursue new death sentences even if defendants are unlikely to ever face execution due to the governor's moratorium and dismantling of the state's execution chamber.
"The traditional death row as a kind of waiting chamber to [execution] seems permanently over in California," Simon said. "It would be very difficult to imagine a governor reassembling all of that."
Given the unlikelihood that defendants who are sentenced to death will be executed, Simon said a capital prosecution "doesn't seem to serve a logical purpose." But it has historically been, and still remains, a useful tool for politicians who want to signal to voters that they are tough on crime, he added.
Hochman, who in 2024 was elected L.A. County's district attorney, lifted the office's moratorium on seeking new death sentences that had been in place since 2020.
The L.A. County prosecutor's office has in the past seen death sentences challenged on the basis of racial discrimination, where minorities argued they were not treated the same as White defendants, Simon said. Former L.A. County prosecutor Jackie Lacey, whose office sent 22 defendants, all of whom were minorities, to death row, previously denied that race was a factor in the office's decision-making.
Reiner's case is still in the early phases. Both he and prosecutors could make decisions in the coming days that eliminate the possibility of a death-penalty case altogether.
"Historically one of the main purposes of the death penalty, from a prosecutor's point of view, was to get a quick agreement on a guilty plea," Simon said. Leaving death on the table could incentivize a defendant to strike a plea bargain that avoids trial in exchange for a lesser punishment.
If Reiner's case goes to trial, there is still no guarantee that a jury will vote unanimously in favor of a death sentence -- a requirement in California. Death sentences are on the decline across the state, according to data from the nonprofit Death Penalty Information Center. Since 2017, California juries have not returned more than five death sentences statewide in a single a year.
Hochman said during a Tuesday news conference he would take the Reiner family's desires into consideration as his office weighs whether to pursue capital punishment.
"Prosecuting these cases involving family members are some of the most challenging and heart-wrenching cases that this office faces because of the intimate and often brutal nature of the crimes involved," Hochman told reporters.
Reiner's siblings, Jake and Romy Reiner, have not commented publicly about their brother's arrest or the prospect he could face the death penalty.
"Words cannot even begin to describe the unimaginable pain we are experiencing every moment of the day," Jake and Romy Reiner said in a statement released by a family spokesperson Wednesday. "The horrific and devastating loss of our parents, Rob and Michele Reiner, is something that no one should ever experience."
The degree to which prosecutors consider the family's wishes varies widely.
"Plenty of DAs have rejected appeals from survivors not to seek the death penalty because of the values of their loved one, and the DA is sought it anyway, and it's their job," Simon said. "We want them to consider the community's interests and not simply be a rubber stamp for the victim's family or the surviving family members."
Nick Reiner's arraignment is scheduled for Jan. 7.
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Nick Reiner makes first court appearance after parents' killings
Nick Reiner, the son of Hollywood legends Rob Reiner and Michele Singer Reiner, could face life in prison or the death penalty if convicted of their murders.

Los Angeles Superior Court, where Nick Reiner made his first court appearance Wednesday. (Caroline Brehman/AFP/Getty Images)


By Samantha Chery | 2025-12-18
Nick Reiner briefly made his first court appearance Wednesday, a day after he was charged with fatally stabbing his parents, 78-year-old filmmaker Rob Reiner and 70-year-old photographer Michele Singer Reiner, in a gruesome killing of two Hollywood icons.
The Reiners' 32-year-old son attended the court hearing behind a glass wall, in shackles and a jail suicide-prevention smock. He did not enter a plea, as had been expected, the Associated Press reported. Instead, his arraignment was postponed to Jan. 7 while his lawyer emphasized the intricacies of the case.
"This is a devastating tragedy that has befallen the Reiner family. We all recognize that," Nick's attorney, Alan Jackson, said outside the courthouse following the hearing. "There are very, very complex and serious issues that are associated with this case. Those need to be thoroughly but very carefully dealt with."
Jackson added a request for people to "allow the system to move forward in the way that it was designed to move forward: not with a rush to judgment, not with jumping to conclusions, but with restraint, and with dignity, and with the respect that the system and its process deserves and that the family deserves."
Officers discovered the Reiners' bodies Sunday in the main bedroom of their Los Angeles home, Los Angeles Police Department assistant chief Dominic Choi told police commissioners in a meeting Tuesday. They searched the residence and found no one else, Choi said.
Hours later, police arrested Nick Reiner, who has a long history of drug addiction and disputes with his parents. He has been held in a county jail without bail.
His brother, Jake, 34, and his sister Romy, 27, wrote in a statement Wednesday that the attack "is something that no one should ever experience. They weren't just our parents; they were our best friends."
"Words cannot even begin to describe the unimaginable pain we are experiencing every moment of the day," they said. "We are grateful for the outpouring of condolences, kindness, and support we have received not only from family and friends but people from all walks of life. We now ask for respect and privacy, for speculation to be tempered with compassion and humanity, and for our parents to be remembered for the incredible lives they lived and the love they gave."
The county medical examiner Wednesday published initial death records for Rob and Michele Reiner, listing the cause as "multiple sharp force injuries."
Rob Reiner's directing and acting career spanned decades. He earned two Emmy Awards for "All in the Family" and directed a run of indelible films, including "This Is Spinal Tap" in 1984, "When Harry Met Sally ..." in 1989 and "The Princess Bride" in 1987.
"To be in his hands as a filmmaker was a privilege but that is only part of his legacy," some of the Reiners' close friends, including Martin Short, Billy Crystal and Janice Crystal, said in a statement to the Associated Press. "Rob was also a passionate, brave citizen, who not only cared for this country he loved, he did everything he could to make it better and with his loving wife Michele, he had the perfect partner."
Michele Singer Reiner worked as a photographer in the late 1980s, photographing Donald Trump for the cover image of his 1987 book "The Art of the Deal." She met Rob on the New York set of "When Harry Met Sally ..." The couple had been married for 36 years and often collaborated on projects.
"Strong and determined, Michele and Rob Reiner devoted a great deal of their lives for the betterment of our fellow citizens... They were a special force together -- dynamic, unselfish and inspiring. We were their friends, and we will miss them forever," the statement from close friends continued.
Nick was charged with two counts of first-degree murder Tuesday, which included special factors that could increase his sentence if he's found guilty: multiple murders and use of a dangerous weapon, a knife. If convicted, the younger Reiner could face up to life in prison without the possibility of parole or the death penalty. Prosecutors have not yet decided whether to seek the death penalty.
Nick Reiner has publicly spoken about his long history of substance abuse, rehabilitation efforts and rocky relationship with his parents. During a period of reconciliation, Nick and Rob collaborated on the semiautobiographical 2015 film "Being Charlie," which depicted the title character living on the street. The father and son were reportedly arguing on Saturday night, hours before the killings, at a holiday party hosted by Conan O'Brien, during which Nick upset some guests with strange comments.
During a Tuesday news conference, LAPD deputy chief Alan Hamilton said Nick was arrested "without incident" or resistance in the Exposition Park area near the University of Southern California campus.
Authorities mostly declined to answer reporters' questions about the specifics of the crime at that event, and said they are waiting for the coroner to determine the time of death. Los Angeles County District Attorney Nathan Hochman said he doesn't expect significant delays for the case, but it will take time to consider the "robust" amount of discovery that will be brought to court.
Maeve Reston, Emily Yahr, Sonia Rao, Ethan Beck, Amber Ferguson, Jada Yuan and Reis Thebault contributed to this report.
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A school locked down after AI flagged a gun. It was a clarinet.
A growing number of schools across the country use AI-powered surveillance to detect guns and contraband, all in the name of making schools safer.

A false alarm was raised at a Seminole County middle school in Florida after an AI surveillance system flagged a clarinet as a gun. (Paul Hennessy/Associated Press)


By Daniel Wu, Lori Rozsa | 2025-12-17
Police responded to the Florida middle school minutes after the alert arrived last week: Security cameras had detected a man in the building, dressed in camouflage with a "suspected weapon pointed down the hallway, being held in the position of a shouldered rifle."
The Oviedo school went into lockdown. An officer searched classrooms but couldn't find the person or hear any commotion, according to a police report.
Then dispatchers added another detail. Upon closer review of the image flagged to police, they told the officer, the suspected rifle might have been a band instrument.
The officer went to where students were hiding in the band room. He found the culprit -- a student wearing a military costume for a themed dress-up day -- and the "suspected weapon": a clarinet.
The gaffe occurred because an artificial-intelligence-powered surveillance system used by Lawton Chiles Middle School mistakenly flagged the clarinet as a weapon, according to ZeroEyes, the security company that runs the system and contracts with Lawton Chiles's school district.
Like a growing number of school districts across the country, Seminole County Public Schools has turned to AI-powered surveillance to bolster campus security. ZeroEyes sells a threat-detection system that scans video surveillance footage for signs of weapons or contraband and alerts law enforcement when they are spotted. The appetite for such systems has grown in an era of frequent, high-profile school shootings -- such as the attack at Brown University on Saturday that killed two students and injured nine.
Some school safety and privacy experts said the recent incident at the Florida middle school is part of a trend in which threat detection systems used by schools misfire, putting students under undue suspicion and stress.
"These are unproven technologies that are marketed as providing a lot of certainty and security," said David Riedman, founder of the K-12 School Shooting Database. Riedman was employed by ZeroEyes as a director of industry research in September 2023, and his employment ended in termination that year, according to ZeroEyes and Riedman.
ZeroEyes said that trained employees review alerts before they are sent and that its software can make a lifesaving difference in averting mass shootings by alerting law enforcement to weapons on campus within seconds. At Lawton Chiles, the student flagged by ZeroEyes was holding his musical instrument like a rifle, co-founder Sam Alaimo told The Washington Post.
"We don't think we made an error, nor does the school," Alaimo said. "That was better to dispatch [police] than not dispatch."
Seminole County Public Schools declined to comment on Tuesday's incident, but it provided a copy of the letter it sent to parents of Lawton Chiles students after the incident.
"While there was no threat to campus, I'd like to ask you to speak with your student about the dangers of pretending to have a weapon on a school campus," principal Melissa Laudani wrote.
Concerns about student safety have pushed school districts across the country to embrace a growing industry of AI-assisted security tools that proactively flag threats to administrators and law enforcement. ZeroEyes spokesperson Olga Shmuklyer said its product is used in 48 states and that it has detected more than 1,000 weapons in the last three years.
The systems are usually trained to detect a safety risk by reviewing volumes of sample data, such as images of people holding guns, to look for matches in real time.

A ZeroEyes analyst monitors alerts at the company's operations center in Conshohocken, Pennsylvania, in 2024. (Matt Slocum/AP)


They have sometimes made mistakes. In October, parents and officials in Baltimore County, Maryland, called for a review of a different AI threat-detection system after it confused a bag of Doritos chips for a gun and sent an alert that led to a high-schooler being handcuffed. In 2023, a high school in Clute, Texas, went into lockdown after ZeroEyes falsely alerted that a person was carrying a rifle, according to News 4 San Antonio.
In one case, a different threat-detection system failed to avert a fatal school shooting. Antioch High School in Nashville was equipped with AI surveillance software to detect guns in January when a 17-year-old student killed a classmate in a shooting, according to CNN. The system missed the shooter because he was too far away from surveillance cameras to detect his weapon, CNN reported.
Other systems that monitor students' activity on school devices have also been criticized for falsely accusing students and violating their privacy. In September, students at a Kansas high school sued their school district after a monitoring tool falsely flagged art projects as pornography.
ZeroEyes has worked closely with Seminole County Public Schools since 2021, according to news reports and the company. That year, it held a live demonstration of the ZeroEyes system's ability to detect guns at Oviedo High School.
"We've been very very pleased with the technology," Seminole County Schools Public Safety Director Richard Francis told Fox 35 News at the time.
Alaimo, the ZeroEyes co-founder, said the company hires employees with military or law enforcement experience who are "calm under pressure and ... very good at identifying guns" to review potential threats flagged by AI,
The image ZeroEyes flagged at Lawton Chiles showed the student appearing to aim his clarinet like a gun at a door and strongly resembled "a shooter about to do something bad," Alaimo said.
The officer who responded to the alert questioned the student with the clarinet, according to the police report. The student said he was dressed as a military character from the Christmas movie "Red One" for the school's Christmas-themed dress-up day.
The student said he was "unaware" he was holding his clarinet in a way that would have triggered an alert, according to the report. Police took no further action.
Chad Marlow, a senior policy counsel at the American Civil Liberties Union who has studied school security systems, said incidents like the one at Lawton Chiles show that systems like ZeroEyes can still be fallible, even with humans reviewing the threats that AI flags.
"If a computer technology is telling a ... human evaluator that they see a gun and that literally seconds may be critical, that person is going to err on the side of saying it's a weapon," he said.
Amanda Klinger, the director of operations at the Educator's School Safety Network, added that false reports risk "alarm fatigue" and dangerous situations if armed police respond to a school looking for a shooter.
"We have to be really clear-eyed about what are the limitations of these technologies," Klinger said.
Alaimo said ZeroEyes -- and its partners at school districts -- would rather be safe than sorry.
"A superintendent, a school resource officer, a chief of police, a director of security, they're going to say, 'Yes, be more proactive, be more inclined to give me the alert if you have a fraction of a doubt,'" Alaimo said. "Because they want to keep people safe."
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Trump's Venezuela blockade targets dozens of vessels under sanctions
More than 30 tankers in the Caribbean designated by the Treasury Department as sanctioned could be immediately affected by Trump's move, according to ship tracking monitors.

A crude oil tanker sails near the Canary Islands, in Las Palmas, in 2017. (Alan Soutar/Reuters)


By Meg Kelly, Susannah George, Leo Sands, Victoria Bisset | 2025-12-18
As President Donald Trump ramps up pressure on Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, the United States is targeting oil tankers operating under U.S. sanctions and bound for or departing Venezuela, with the announcement of a "total and complete blockade" of such vessels.
The move follows the seizure of an oil tanker last week -- steps expected to grind Venezuelan oil exports to a near halt.
Complete blockades are illegal under international law. However, as described by Trump, the "blockade" on Venezuela applies to only vessels under sanctions, meaning it is not a complete blockade.
While Venezuela has been subject to punishing U.S. sanctions since Trump's first term, Maduro has managed to continue to sell oil, maintaining a critical economic lifeline. Often using vessels under sanctions, Maduro has sold oil to countries such as China that don't mind running afoul of U.S. financial institutions. And in other cases, Maduro has used what are known as shadow fleet vessels -- also often sanctioned -- to move Venezuelan oil onto global markets by obscuring its origin.
Here is what we know about the vessels and the blockade's impact so far.
More than 30 tankers in the Caribbean designated by the Treasury Department as sanctioned could be affected immediately by the blockade, according to analysis from the independent ship-tracking site TankerTrackers.com and global intelligence company Kpler. Of those, at least 12, including the Skipper, which U.S. forces seized last week, are carrying Venezuelan oil, according to Kpler.
"In light of President Trump's recent announcement, these tankers may be exposed to heightened scrutiny and potential enforcement actions by U.S. authorities," said Dimitris Ampatzidis, senior risk and compliance analyst at Kpler.
The measure announced by Trump applies to tankers sanctioned for their links to Venezuela but can also include vessels that are designated for ties to other countries and entities. The tanker seized last week had links to a sanctioned Russian oil magnate and was designated for smuggling Iranian oil, according to a Treasury statement.
Some tankers under U.S. sanctions continued to operate near Venezuela.
One, the Azure Voyager, most recently arrived in Venezuela in late August, TankerTrackers.com found. The tanker loaded oil from Jose Terminal, just off the Venezuelan coast, several times, off-loading each time through ship-to-ship transfers. The tanker this week again appeared at the terminal, according to a Washington Post analysis, and was still there as of Wednesday morning, according to satellite imagery.

The Azure Voyager was at an oil terminal miles from the Venezuelan coast on Dec. 17, according to satellite imagery provided by Planet Labs. (Planet Labs)


Like the Skipper, the Azure Voyager is both under sanction and traveling under a false flag -- used to conceal the true nation of origin. Another tanker under U.S. sanction entered Venezuelan waters Tuesday, TankerTrackers.com reported, despite the ship reporting its location on the other side of the world.
The Treasury Department's Office of Foreign Assets Control lists more than 50 vessels worldwide under its Venezuelan sanctions initiatives. The Treasury Department announced fresh sanctions last week on six shipping companies that it said had transported Venezuelan oil this year. According to the release, five of the firms are based in the British Virgin Islands or the Marshall Islands and are each the registered owner of a tanker that has loaded Venezuelan oil. The sixth is a U.K.-registered company behind a Hong Kong vessel that officials said had transported Venezuelan oil to Asia in June.
The precise locations of the vessels was not immediately clear. Marine Traffic, which provides information on the movement of ships, shows none of the six vessels under the new sanctions in Venezuelan waters when they last transmitted their locations, but the Treasury Department accused at least four of the vessels of obfuscating their locations.
Activity by vessels under Venezuela-related sanctions is spiking off Mauritius, in the Indian ocean, according to a statement Thursday from Maritime intelligence firm Windward, indicating a shift away from heavily patrolled Atlantic waters among dark fleet operators looking to conceal Venezuelan oil cargos.
Vessels under U.S. sanctions can be subject to severe restrictions, such as being banned from using certain ports, and the denial of services such as refueling and repairs. The designation also puts vessels at high risk of seizure and can threaten the assets of owners and clients.
The blockade is not expected to have a significant impact on the global oil market. While Venezuela is home to the world's largest proved oil reserves, Venezuela oil accounts for only a small fraction of global oil consumption. Venezuela exports less than 1 million barrels of oil a day, half of what Iran exports.
But the Venezuelan economy is expected to feel the impact. If the Trump administration manages to effectively block all vessels under sanctions from carrying Venezuelan oil, it could have a "massive impact" on government revenue, said Francisco J. Monaldi, director of the Latin America energy program at Rice University. About 80 percent of Venezuela's oil is sold on the black market and oil represents more than half of the country's fiscal revenue, Monaldi said.
The Maduro government, in a statement posted on social media by Vice President Delcy Rodriguez, described Trump's announcement as "grotesque" and "warmongering threats" and vowed to denounce a violation of international law before the United Nations.
The tankers that have continued to navigate the Caribbean as usual belong to Chevron. The U.S. energy giant has operated in Venezuela for over a century, and in July, the Trump administration reissued a license to continue operations.
Chevron spokesman Bill Turenne said in a statement Tuesday night that the U.S. energy giant's work in Venezuela continues "without disruption and in full compliance with laws and regulations applicable to its business, as well as the sanctions frameworks provided for by the U.S. government."
Samantha Schmidt contributed to this report.
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Europe
A divided E.U. races against time to tap Russian assets for Ukraine
The European Union is set to decide whether to move on Russia's frozen assets, infuriating Moscow, possibly antagonizing the United States, to fund Ukraine.

From left, Belgium's Prime Minister Bart De Wever, Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk and the Netherlands' outgoing prime minister Dick Schoof, before the European Council meeting in Brussels on Thursday. (John Thys/AFP/Getty Images)


By Ellen Francis, Beatriz Rios | 2025-12-18
BRUSSELS -- European leaders are racing to push through plans to unlock Russia's frozen assets before Ukraine runs out of money and before the United States and Russia decide to use the funds as part of negotiations on the war.
As leaders of the European Union's 27 nations convene here on Thursday, Kyiv's chief backers vowed they would not leave until they agree on a way to finance Ukraine's state and army.
E.U. officials hope to break the impasse over a plan to give Kyiv a "reparations loan" of about 210 billion euros over the next two years, underpinned by Russian assets. To do that, they need to overcome objections from Belgium, where most of the assets are held since Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine.
But while they cast this as a do-or-die moment for Ukraine's fate and Europe's voice, the debate over money has thrown a harsh light on European divides.
The continent's top leaders are issuing increasingly dire warnings. Ursula von der Leyen, president of the E.U. executive that drafted the plan, called this Europe's "independence moment." Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk told his counterparts on Thursday they had a choice: "either money today, or blood tomorrow."
"I'm not talking about Ukraine only. I'm talking about Europe," he added. "This is our decision to make. And only ours."
The plan faces opposition from Belgium, where the funds are held in a financial services institution called Euroclear, despite weeks of tensions and a diplomatic flurry by the E.U.'s power brokers to get Belgian buy-in. Diplomats expect heated negotiations to go down to the last minute at the gathering of leaders.
Belgium, a founding member of the E.U. and home to its headquarters, finds itself in a delicate position, facing threats from the Kremlin and calls from its E.U. neighbors to play ball -- even as it says it doesn't have enough guarantees they will share the full risk of any Russian response.
Belgian officials -- worried the plan will draw retaliation against Euroclear and expose the country to huge liabilities -- also want other countries holding smaller pots of Russian funds to commit to using them. And Belgian Prime Minister Bart De Wever has voiced concern that a U.S.-brokered deal on Ukraine would want to tap into the funds as well.
European officials say their decision, or lack thereof, sets the stage for how the E.U. meets this moment in the face of Russian threats, American antagonism and the expensive bill of the war now resting with them.
It would also be a blow to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky's leverage and his European partners if Kyiv runs out of money to fight while Washington leads negotiations with Moscow over its future. European officials expect a funding crisis in Ukraine in early spring, adding to the urgency of endorsing a solution before the new year.
Ukrainian negotiators are en route to the United States to continue talks with President Donald Trump's administration, Zelensky said Thursday. The Kremlin, meanwhile, is also "preparing certain contacts with our American counterparts," spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.
As talks intensify, European officials say Moscow and Washington have both piled pressure on E.U. capitals that are squeamish about the proposal to tap into Russia's central bank assets.
"I understand Belgium is under a lot of pressure from Russia, from European countries, but also from the United States," E.U. foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas told reporters Thursday. As a result, she said, there should be a European agreement, so "whoever has any concerns can go to court against the European Union." Kallas put the chances of a deal at "50/50."
"We are 27 democracies, discussions take time," she added. "We will stay here as long as we have to for a solution."
The U.S. interest in the Russian assets sets up a possible collision course between the Trump administration and European leaders. Though Europe holds most of the roughly $300 billion frozen in the West, versions of the U.S. proposal for a peace deal have envisaged using some of it for U.S. reconstruction efforts in Ukraine and joint U.S.-Russian investments.
European leaders see the Russian assets as a way "to send a signal to the Americans," after Washington released a national security strategy berating the European Union, said Agathe Demarais, a fellow at the European Council on Foreign Relations and a former French treasury adviser in Russia.
The E.U. is trying to push back and "use the assets as leverage to count in the negotiations," she added, while "Donald Trump the businessman sees $300 billion."
After years of warnings about the legal and financial risks of setting a precedent by seizing sovereign assets, the E.U. plan emerged out of a need. The United States has stopped paying for weapons to Kyiv, and European voters are growing more restless about public spending as big economies stagnate.
E.U. officials say a decision on the assets proposal -- crafted with some financial and legal gymnastics -- could be made with a weighted majority rather than unanimity, but that they would not want to move ahead without Belgium.
"There can be no flexibility on matters that threaten the financial security of Euroclear and Belgium: Let that be very clear," De Wever told Belgian lawmakers early Thursday. "We are a reliable partner and are ready to make sacrifices but there is no free money."
Still, some analysts expect Belgian officials to eventually sign off, and De Wever appeared to leave the door open. He said the E.U. executive branch, the Commission, was taking steps to find a solution and that it would be a "total failure" if the E.U. was unable to agree on funding Ukraine.
"I hope we can come out of the meeting, either tonight or whenever it is, and we have found a political solution to support financially a country that is losing every week thousands of compatriots in a terrible war for freedom," De Wever said.
He made clear Belgium dislikes the assets plan, but suggested it might be possible if Europeans share the risk: "You give us a parachute, and we jump all together."

Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban in Brussels on Thursday. (Nicolas Tucat/AFP/Getty Images)


Belgium has maintained that it prefers the other, even less popular option tabled -- common borrowing against the E.U.'s budget to help Ukraine -- but several other countries are against that and it would require unanimity.
Hungary's Kremlin-friendly Prime Minister, Viktor Orban, who has often sought to block E.U. aid for Ukraine, rebuked both ideas. He said Thursday morning the assets plan was "killed, dead end."
"The whole idea is a stupid one," Orban told reporters. "That is marching into the war."
Despite the standoff, most E.U. member states including Belgium agreed last week to indefinitely freeze the Russian assets, which would be key to unlocking the funds. The move, which triggered further ire from Orban, bypasses the possibility of a veto from Hungary by eliminating the need for a vote every six months.
The decision, based on emergency powers designed for natural disasters, circumvents a core E.U. tenet, unanimous consensus on foreign policy, as the commission stretches the bounds and cites the severity of the moment.
While Belgium may be the main focus, a few other countries have in recent days expressed hesitation about the assets plan too, including Italy.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky at a news conference on Thursday. (Stephanie Lecocq/Reuters)


On Thursday, Zelensky joined the summit to stress Ukraine's need. He met with De Wever and said he understands the risks for Belgium.
"But we are at war and I think that we face bigger risks," Zelensky added. "It's important that he is transmitting signals that anyway we need to sort this issue, that Ukraine is not left without financial support."
In Kyiv, a corruption scandal that recently engulfed Zelensky's administration also stoked some unease about a big payout, and weakened his standing in U.S. negotiations.
The Ukrainian leader acknowledged that Kyiv would be "more confident at the negotiating table" with the Russian assets. Otherwise, "I don't see how Ukraine can stand strong, economically strong," Zelensky warned earlier this week before the summit. "I don't see how we can cover such a deficit with some obscure alternatives or obscure promises."
Kostiantyn Khudov in Kyiv and Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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Europe
To replace New York's archbishop, Chicago-born pope looks to home turf 
Ronald Hicks, widely seen as a moderate, will replace Cardinal Timothy Dolan, a prominent conservative who has been supportive of President Donald Trump.

A portrait of Bishop Ronald A. Hicks. (Credit: Diocese of Joliet)


By Anthony Faiola | 2025-12-18
ROME -- In his highest-profile move to direct the U.S. church since becoming pope, Leo XIV accepted the resignation of Cardinal Timothy Dolan, the prominent archbishop of New York, replacing him with a 58-year-old Illinois native who "played in the same parks, went swimming in the same pools [and] liked the same pizza places" as the Chicago-born pope.
Ronald A. Hicks, currently bishop of the Diocese of Joliet, southwest of Chicago, is viewed as cut from the same theological cloth -- as well as nearly the same streets -- as the new pontiff. He will take over one of the most visible archdioceses in the Catholic world at a time when it is grappling with the serious financial fallout of the clerical abuse scandals.
The product and protege of influential figures in the Chicago church, including Cardinal Blase Cupich, Hicks is widely seen as a mild-mannered moderate, observers say, who rarely delves into the world of divisive politics.  That is likely to mark a tonal shift from Dolan, a charismatic conservative who delivered blessings at both of President Donald Trump's inaugurations and compared assassinated activist Charlie Kirk to a saint, and whom the U.S. leader has described as a "great friend."
"I believe the message from Leo is that he wants an archbishop of New York who can be less identified with one political party, with one platform, with one trench in this situation of polarization," said Massimo Faggioli, a professor in ecclesiology at Trinity College Dublin.
"Hicks is not a woke liberal for sure, but I believe he is very different from Dolan, whose instincts were to very openly justify and excuse President Trump," Faggioli said. "I don't think that's going to continue, honestly. This is a sign of change."
At St. Patrick's Cathedral in Manhattan on Thursday, Dolan introduced Hicks to the media as an "early Christmas gift." Hicks thanked him and Leo and reassured New Yorkers that while he was a Chicago Cubs and deep-dish fan, he loved their pizza and would root for their teams.
He said he understood that these were "complex and challenging days."
"I feel the hope that so many who came to our shores ... came through this very harbor here in New York, including my own family," carried, he said. "I am committed to working ... to make real the promise of the golden door by acting in mutual respect and working to uphold human dignity."
Switching to Spanish, Hicks, who, like Leo, spent years serving the church in Latin America, expressed deep love of the "Latino culture" and "Hispanic people."
In a telephone interview with The Washington Post, Cupich compared Hicks in some respects to a fellow Chicagoan: the pope.
Both men, he said, emphasize "listening."
Hicks would not hesitate to "speak out" when warranted, but "he's not going to come at things in terms of an ideology," he added.
"So he's an individual who's going to look at what the facts are and, and focus on how people's lives can hear the truth of the Gospel. And walk with people in a very patient way."
"I think he's a balanced individual who knows and accepts the tradition of the church, but also is one who realizes as, Pope Francis put it, that realities are greater than ideas," Cupich said of Hicks.
The decision -- announced Thursday by the Vatican but highly rumored for days -- places Hicks atop the Archdiocese of New York, second in size only to Los Angeles's in the United States, at an age that is one year younger than Dolan when Pope Benedict XVI named him to the job in 2009.
In the Catholic Church, bishops and cardinals are expected to offer resignations upon turning 75 -- an age Dolan reached in February. Acceptance is at the prerogative of the pope, and cardinals can and do serve longer. Leo has said he would like to make retirement at 75 the norm for the Catholic hierarchy, but he has also spelled out room for exceptions for some cardinals, who, he has said, could serve for up to an additional two years.
"We must all cultivate the inner attitude that Pope Francis has defined as 'learning to say goodbye,' a valuable attitude when preparing to leave one's position," Leo said in an address last month.
The appointment elevates an apprentice of Cupich -- one of Leo's staunchest allies and a cleric who has been criticized by some conservatives for showing leniency to proabortion politicians and welcoming LGBTQ+ Catholics.
Both Leo and Hicks were Chicago Catholics influenced by one of the most important figures in the 20th-century American church -- Joseph Bernardin, a former cardinal and archbishop of Chicago. Bernardin, who ordained Hicks, defended the changes of Vatican II in the 1960s and promoted the "consistent ethic of life" that sought to link views against abortion to opposition to the death penalty and nuclear weapons.

New York Archbishop Timothy Dolan at Mass last month. (Eduardo Munoz/Reuters)


Some ultra conservative Catholics noted that Leo had appeared to seize an opportunity to replace Dolan, rather than permit him -- as frequently happens -- to serve beyond age 75. Some noted that Leo this week also elevated Bishop Ramon Bejarano, who has publicly apologized to LGBTQ+ Catholics for the "pain" caused to them by the church, to head the Diocese of Monterey, California.
In recent weeks, Leo -- who has repeatedly said he does not want to exacerbate political divisions -- has grown bolder about criticizing the policies of the Trump administration, describing its migrant crackdown as "inhuman" and taking aim at U.S. attacks against alleged drug boats off the Venezuelan coast.
Perhaps the highest-profile American Catholic cleric, Dolan is a media-savvy traditionalist who, ahead of the 2024 election, praised Trump -- who is not Catholic -- for taking "his Christian faith seriously."
During a September appearance on "Fox & Friends," Dolan called Kirk "a modern-day Saint Paul."
"He was a missionary, he's an evangelist, he's a hero," Dolan said. "He's one, I think, that knew what Jesus meant when he said, 'The truth will set you free.'"
As frequently happens with Catholic clerics, however, Dolan was not always easy to label -- and was criticized by some archconservatives for permitting celebrations for LGBTQ+ Catholics in his archdiocese.
Some saw Hicks's selection by Leo as one of balance. He is seen, for instance, as less "liberal" than, say, Cardinal Robert McElroy, who was named archbishop of Washington in January by Francis.
"I think that Hicks will be less vocal on political issues than Dolan and McElroy," said the Rev. Thomas Reese, a senior analyst at the Religious News Service. "I think, especially at the beginning, he will focus on the pastoral. For example, on immigration, he simply endorsed and repeated what the [U.S. bishops conference] had said."
Hicks mixes pastoral outreach with a more traditional focus on the Holy Eucharist and the role of Christ at Mass. His appointment comes after U.S. bishops named a noted conservative -- Oklahoma City Archbishop Paul Coakley -- to head their conference last month.
"Here we see the road map of Leo -- which is to overcome polarization," Marco Politi, a longtime Rome-based Vatican watcher, said of Hicks's appointment.
Born in Harvey, Illinois, Hicks was ordained to the priesthood in Chicago in 1994. Like Leo, he served the church for years in Latin America, in Hicks's case, as director of an orphanage in El Salvador. Cupich appointed him vicar general of the Archdiocese of Chicago in 2015 and an auxiliary bishop in 2018. Pope Francis elevated him in 2020 to serve as bishop of Joliet.
Asked about Leo by Chicago station WGNTV after the pope's May selection to replace Francis, Hicks said: "I recognize a lot of similarities between him and me. So we grew up literally in the same radius, in the same neighborhood together. We played in the same parks, went swimming in the same pools, liked the same pizza places to go to. I mean, it's that real."
That doesn't mean they see eye-to-eye on everything.
Leo "is and always will be a [White] Sox fan," Hicks said. "And, I grew up a Cub fan. I'm a Cubs fan because my father is a die-hard Cubs fan. He wanted us to know we were loved, but that we'd stay Catholic and Cubs fans. In my family, there was not getting around either of those things."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/12/18/pope-dolan-hicks-archbishop-new-york/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Asia
State Department announces $11 billion weapons sale to Taiwan
The proposed sale includes rocket systems, self-propelled howitzers and drones. China condemned the move, saying it undermined its sovereignty.

Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te speaks after inspecting reservists Dec. 2 at Loung Te Industrial Parks Service Center in Yilan, Taiwan. (Ann Wang/Reuters)


By Frances Vinall, Rudy Lu | 2025-12-18
The State Department on Wednesday announced more than $11 billion in potential weapons sales to Taiwan, including rocket systems, howitzers and drones, drawing condemnation from China.
Karen Kuo, a spokesperson for Taiwan's president, Lai Ching-te, said in a statement the president's office is "sincerely grateful to the US government for once again demonstrating that it continues to fulfill its security commitments" to Taiwan.
Taiwan's National Defense Ministry said funds for the purchase would be drawn from a special defense budget focused on increasing Taiwan's asymmetric warfare capabilities, which is yet to pass its legislature, and that it would sign the purchase letters of offer if the budget is approved.
A spokesperson for China's Foreign Ministry at a news conference said the plan seriously undermines China's sovereignty, security and territorial integrity, and damages peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait, the state-owned Xinhua News Agency reported.
The spokesperson added that the move sent the wrong signal to what it called Taiwan's separatist forces, and said China strongly opposes and condemns the sale.
Asked about the sales, the State Department said in a statement to The Post that the U.S. helps Taiwan maintain "a sufficient self-defense capability, commensurate with the threat it faces," in line with the Taiwan Relations Act. It also urged Beijing to "cease its military, diplomatic, and economic pressure against Taiwan and instead engage in meaningful dialogue with Taiwan." The White House did not respond to overnight requests for comment.
The Defense Security Cooperation Agency, part of the Department of Defense, said it had notified Congress of the sales, triggering the beginning of a 30-day period before the transactions can proceed.
The State Department approved potential sales of an estimated $4.05 billion in 82 High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS) and related equipment; $4.03 billion in 60 self-propelled howitzers and related equipment, $1.1 billion in ALTIUS-700M and ALTIUS-600 drone systems; $1.01 billion in tactical weapons network software including unmanned aerial systems; $819 million for two missile systems and related equipment and separate missile system repair support, and $96 million in helicopter parts.
The deal "serves U.S. national, economic, and security interests" and would "improve the recipient's capability to meet current and future threats," the statements announcing the potential sales said.
In November, the U.S. approved $1.3 billion in arms sales to Taiwan, including $330 million in parts for F-16 fighter jets and other aircraft and $700 million for NASAMS medium-range air-defense missile systems.
That month, Lai said he planned to spend $40 billion on the supplementary defense budget in response to China's unprecedented military buildup. Beijing has dramatically increased its aggression toward Taiwan, a self-governing democratic island and U.S. partner that China considers part of its territory, in recent years.
"Taiwan must not become a weak point in regional security," Lai said at a news conference then. "Among all the possible scenarios for China's annexation of Taiwan, the biggest threat is not force -- it is our own surrender," he said.
Christian Shepherd contributed to this report.
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Asia
Bondi Beach suspects spent weeks in Philippine city, hotel says
GV Hotel in Davao City said the alleged Bondi Beach gunmen stayed there for weeks in November, ahead of Sunday's deadly attack on a Hanukkah celebration.

A villager stands next to a huge crater caused by a 500-pound bomb that is now filled with water, on Sept. 1, 2018, in the southern Philippines. The mountainous area was once a place where Islamic State-aligned militant groups were very active, but over the past eight years their presence has diminished. (Jes Aznar/Getty Images)


By Sammy Westfall | 2025-12-18
MANILA -- The father and son accused of committing Sunday's deadly mass killing  in Australia spent weeks in a hotel in the largest city in the southern Philippines last month, the hotel said, as Australian authorities seek to learn how the pair spent the days and weeks leading up to a massacre they say was inspired by the Islamic State.
On Thursday, GV Hotel -- a budget accommodation in downtown Davao City where two bedrooms go for $15 a night -- confirmed that the two alleged gunmen spent most of November there. Hotel staff told local outlet MindaNews, which broke news of their stay, that the pair rarely left their rooms. GV's Jenelyn Sayson told MindaNews that the "longest that they would be outside would be around an hour." They would extend a week's stay at a time and paid in cash, Sayson told the outlet. The sprawling city of almost 2 million people is part of the southern island group of Mindanao, which has a history, albeit a declining one, of conflict and extremism.
The details come days after a report by the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, citing an anonymous senior counterterrorism official, that alleged that Sajid and Naveed Akram received "military-style training" in the Philippines -- a claim that Philippine officials said is baseless and "misleading," and about which some analysts had expressed skepticism.

GV Hotel in Davao City, Philippines. (Ferdinandh Cabrera/AFP/Getty Images)


The mountainous southern Philippines was once a place where Islamic State-aligned militant groups were very active and to which some foreign fighters flocked for training. But over the past eight years, the groups' presence has severely diminished -- so much so that some experts doubt that any have the capacity for such training, which historically took place in remote areas.
Australian officials allege the two men were inspired by the Islamic State group and said the extremist group's flags were found at the scene of the Bondi Beach attack.
Naveed Akram, 24, was charged with 59 offenses -- including committing a terrorist act -- after regaining consciousness in the Sydney hospital where he remains under police guard. His father, 50-year-old Sajid Akram, was killed by police after the pair allegedly opened fire on a crowd at a Hanukkah celebration.
An employee of GV Hotel said national and local police have visited the hotel to investigate. The hotel is still open but is being bombarded with media calls -- "too many to count" -- said the employee, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the public.
It is unclear what the men did -- or whether they met anyone -- while in Davao. Those details are among those police are interested in learning, Maj. Catherine Dela Rey, a spokesperson for Police Regional Office XI, said in a Wednesday briefing. She urged community members to come forward with information, assuring them that "your personalities will be confidential."
The apparent connection between the Philippines and the killing of at least 15 people on Australia's Bondi Beach has rocked the Southeast Asian country. Top Philippine officials vehemently denied reports declaring that the men underwent training there and raised concerns that international media was wrongly depicting the Philippines.
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. "strongly rejects the 'sweeping' and 'misleading' characterizations of the Philippines as an 'ISIS training hotspot,'" a presidential press officer said Wednesday, adding that no evidence supports the claim.
The alleged gunmen's destination raised early suspicions because "while terrorist threats are declining [in the southern Philippines], they are not disappearing," said Rommel Banlaoi, chairman of the Philippine Institute for Peace, Violence and Terrorism Research. There are still "remnants" of a handful of armed groups operating in the region, including Islamic State-East Asia factions.
Islamic State-aligned militants peaked in strength in the Philippines in 2017, during the Marawi Siege, where Filipino and foreign fighters loyal to the extremist group consolidated and seized the Mindanao city, launching five months of destructive urban warfare against U.S.-backed Philippine troops.
In the decades preceding the siege, observers documented training camps that drew overseas militants.
After the Philippine government regained control of Marawi in 2017, the militant groups lost strength. They also became even more ethnocentric and fragmented, cooperating less as one, said Kenneth Yeo Yaoren, a research analyst with the International Center for Political Violence and Terrorism Research. At the same time, peace processes began, and parts of the region once racked by violence were able to begin rebranding as peaceful tourist destinations.
The armed forces of the Philippines in a Wednesday statement reported a significant decline in domestic terrorist threats, saying the manpower of local terrorist groups declined from 1,257 members in 2016 to 50 this year. They cited peace-building efforts and military operations that killed more than two dozen "high-value" militants since 2016. Existing groups are "fragmented and largely defensive" with "weakened command structures," it said.
Sidney Jones, founder and senior adviser at the Institute for Policy Analysis of Conflict, a nonprofit  based in Indonesia, said that even if you validly assume that government estimates are an undercount, what you still see is low force numbers and a steady decline of the Islamic State group in recent years. The "major goal" of the groups right now is survival, she said.
This year, the Philippines was ranked 20th on the Global Terrorism Index, which measures the impact of terrorism; it ranked ninth in 2019.
According to Yaoren, the strength of militant groups has diminished significantly in recent years, to the point that he questioned their ability to host overseas fighters. "I don't think they have the capacity to accommodate training."
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Africa
The president said there was a coup. But was he the one behind it?
The unconventional departure of Guinea-Bissau's president has focused renewed attention on his country's role in the booming global cocaine trade.

Umaro Sissoco Embalo, president of Guinea-Bissau, attends a 2023 session of the Economic Community of West African States. (Kola Sulaimon/AFP/Getty Images)


By Rachel Chason | 2025-12-18
DAKAR, Senegal -- The president of Guinea-Bissau spent years building a political network that stretched from West Africa to Paris and beyond. This year alone, he was hosted at the White House and the Kremlin. All the while, according to analysts and regional and Western officials, this tiny nation of 2 million people cemented its status as a key transshipment point for cocaine destined for Europe.
Then, last month, with Umaro Sissoco Embalo, 53, projected to lose the presidential election -- and his grip on power -- officials and analysts say he appeared to pull off a maneuver that surprised even those who have closely followed Guinea-Bissau's tangled politics: a coup against himself.
The country's opposition contends that Embalo orchestrated his own removal from power, installing loyalists in his place in a bid to retain power from afar. In the weeks since he fled the country, his influence network has reasserted control. The new leaders of Guinea-Bissau are some of Embalo's closest allies. The likely winner of the election has sought asylum in the Nigerian Embassy. The main opposition figure, whom Embalo barred from running in the election, was jailed during the coup.
The episode underscores the fragility of democracy in West Africa, which has experienced at least six coups since 2020 -- though none that quite resemble Embalo's unconventional departure from the political stage. And it has focused renewed attention on the role of Guinea-Bissau in the booming global cocaine trade. 

Gen. Horta Inta-a, who was appointed Guinea-Bissau's transitional president after a military takeover, salutes an army officer on Nov. 28. (Patrick Meinhardt/AFP/Getty Images)


As the Trump administration ramps up its lethal military campaign against suspected drug traffickers across the Western Hemisphere, Latin American criminal networks are expanding their reach in West Africa, experts said.
"Power and cocaine are intricately linked in Guinea-Bissau," said Lucia Bird Ruiz-Benitez de Lugo, who has extensively studied the country's links to drug trafficking as director of the Observatory of Illicit Economies in West Africa at the Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime (GI-TOC). "Shifts in power have the potential to restructure the trade, but the fallout is still becoming clear."
Embalo appears to have landed on his feet, first traveling to Senegal on Nov. 27 on a flight that the government in Dakar said it had chartered for him and then to Congo before winding up in Morocco. His journey illustrated the reach of his political connections, analysts say, but also his divisiveness. Senegalese Prime Minister Ousmane Sonko, breaking with his government's official position, called what happened in Bissau "a sham."
His skepticism was echoed by former Nigerian president Goodluck Jonathan, who traveled to Guinea-Bissau for the election as part of a West African observation group. "It was not a coup," Jonathan said in a Nov. 29 news conference. "I would just say, for want of a better word, maybe it was a ceremonial coup."
Embalo and Joao Bernardo Vieira, the country's newly appointed foreign minister, did not respond to requests for comment.

Shipping containers at the Port of Bissau. (Patrick Meinhardt/AFP/Getty Images)


Guinea-Bissau, a former Portuguese colony located between Senegal and Guinea, has been called Africa's first narco-state, with its long coastline and dozens of islands serving as an ideal transit point for Latin American drug gangs looking to move their product to Europe.
Today, Guinea-Bissau's cocaine market is probably more profitable than at any point in its history, according to GI-TOC. In September last year, police seized more than 2.6 tons of cocaine on a plane that had arrived from Venezuela, police said.
Top political and military leaders, as well as their families, have been implicated in the illicit commerce. The son of former president Malam Bacai Sanha is serving an 80-month prison sentence in the United States for international drug trafficking. Bubo Na Tchuto, a former Navy chief, was arrested in a U.S. drug sting in 2013 and sentenced to four years in prison for conspiring to traffic cocaine.
Some of Embalo's closest associates have also been linked to the drug trade, according to four current and former Western officials, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters. At the same time, they said, the president tried to position himself as a partner to Washington in its antidrug fight, including by helping with the cocaine seizure in September last year.
"In Guinea-Bissau, [Embalo's] connections to drug dealing are known," said Sumaila Jalo, a Portugal-based activist and analyst. "His stated support for drug seizures -- which are really done by international agencies, not the military -- aren't anything more than political propaganda."
An August report by GI-TOC and other researchers found members of Embalo's powerful presidential guard had ties to known drug figures. Alleged kingpin and ex-general Antonio Indjai -- for whom the United States put out a $5 million reward in 2021 -- stood beside Embalo during a de facto inauguration ceremony after his last election win in 2019. And in 2022, leaked audio recordings appeared to show that Embalo's interior minister and attorney general had benefited from the seizure of 600 kilograms of cocaine months earlier by police. Both men denied the allegations.
It was ironic, in the words of one former U.S. official, that Embalo played such a key role in organizing a July White House summit with five West African presidents, given Trump's focus on international drug trafficking.

In July, President Donald Trump meets with African leaders at the White House. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Embalo, who speaks fluent English and French, also approached Trump during a ceremony for the reopening of the Notre Dame cathedral in Paris in December last year, the former official said, and congratulated him on his election victory. About seven months later, Embalo was shaking hands with the president in Washington.
Asked for comment on the meeting, White House spokeswoman Anna Kelly said Trump is doing "more than anyone to stop the flow of illicit drugs" while treating "Africa not as a charity case but as a powerhouse partner."

Security forces patrol near the Bissau residence of opposition candidate Fernando Dias on Nov. 27. (Patrick Meinhardt/AFP/Getty Images)


Elections in Guinea-Bissau follow a familiar pattern, said a longtime journalist in the country, speaking on the condition of anonymity to avoid government reprisals. People across the country head to local polls to cast their votes on paper ballots, which are then publicly counted at tables, photographed by observers and posted online in phases.
All appeared to go to plan when voters went to the polls on Sunday, Nov. 23. By that Tuesday, preliminary results showed Fernando Dias with a clear lead on Embalo. Dias had joined forces with Domingos Simoes Pereira, the president's chief political rival, whom Embalo had barred from contesting the election.
The next day, gunshots rang out near the presidential palace. Military officers soon appeared on state television, declaring they had seized power after discovering an alleged "scheme ... set up by some national politicians with the participation of a well-known drug lord and domestic and foreign nationals" to "manipulate electoral results."
On its face, it seemed like a repeat of a scene that has played out in recent years across West Africa. There were key differences, analysts said. The most glaring sign that all was not what it seemed, the journalist said, was that Embalo's entourage of heavily armed body guards -- who wear skull masks and typically guard the president's massive motorcade -- were missing in action. Had there been a serious threat to his power, the journalist said, they probably would have intervened.
In the chaos, the president was also able to call multiple news outlets to explain his side of the story. He told Jeune Afrique that men in uniform had burst into the presidential palace to detain him and several of his associates. No one had harmed him, Embalo said.

Opposition candidate Fernando Dias before casting his vote in Mansoa on Nov. 23. (Samba Balde/AFP/Getty Images)


Embalo had pressured Mpabi Kabi, the head of the national electoral commission, to cancel the elections, according to Said Larifou, a lawyer who represents both Dias and Pereira. When he refused, Larifou alleged, Embalo asked the military to apply pressure and then staged the takeover. Kabi, who local media have reported is under military surveillance, did not respond to a request for comment. 
"This is not a coup d'etat but an institutional crime committed by the outgoing president," the lawyer said.
Embalo's links to the coup leaders became evident when the new government was announced on Nov. 27. The transitional leader? A little-known major general who'd served as the chief of the general staff in Embalo's personal guard. His allies mostly comprise the 28-member cabinet. And the new prime minister? None other than Embalo's campaign manager.
Dias fled to the Nigerian Embassy on Nov. 26 after facing threats from military officers, Larifou said. Pereira was detained by military officers the same day, he added, and has been prevented from speaking with his family, his lawyers and his doctors.

A market in the capital of Bissau on Nov. 28. (Patrick Meinhardt/AFP/Getty Images)


What happens next will test how much the Economic Community of West African States, a bloc known as ECOWAS, is willing to stand up for democratic norms in a region already battered by political instability, said Vincent Foucher, who focuses on Guinea-Bissau as a research fellow at France's National Center for Scientific Research.
During a meeting on Sunday, member states condemned the coup, demanded a shorter transition period and threatened sanctions -- but they did not activate their shared military force, as they had just done in the aftermath of a thwarted coup attempt in Benin.
"I'm not sure if there is the capacity -- or frankly the appetite -- to push back," Foucher said, noting that Embalo's diplomatic contacts extend "from France to Congo to Russia to Gabon."
Embalo's endgame remains to be seen. In Guinea-Bissau, there is immense disappointment among activists and opposition figures over the rapid democratic unraveling and the relatively mild response from ECOWAS.
One opposition figure, speaking on the condition of anonymity for fear of government reprisal, said many suspect that regional leaders are wary of crossing Embalo.
"We know they are afraid," he said. "Because Embalo has something on them. He has something on everyone."
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Mapping U.S. strikes in the Caribbean and eastern Pacific
An ongoing record of U.S. military strikes in the Caribbean and eastern Pacific since Sept. 2.

(Amaya Verde/The Washington Post)


By Amaya Verde | 2025-12-18
U.S. officials have confirmed 26 strikes on suspected drug smugglers in the Caribbean Sea and the eastern Pacific Ocean since the Trump administration launched a campaign against alleged traffickers in September.
The death toll has risen to 99 with two survivors being apprehended and one person who initially survived not being found after several days of searching in Mexican waters.
So far, 15 of the strikes have occurred in the eastern Pacific, while the remaining 11 took place in the Caribbean Sea . "These narco-terrorists have killed more Americans than al-Qaeda, and they will be treated the same," Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said in a post on X.
President Donald Trump has justified the strikes by saying the United States is in an "armed conflict" with drug cartels. The administration has not provided evidence or further details.
The Trump administration is facing increased scrutiny about its Sept. 2 military strikes on a boat it says was smuggling drugs to the U.S. After the first strike, two survivors were identified, and the Special Operations commander overseeing the attack ordered a second strike to comply with Hegseth's spoken directive before the first strike to kill everybody, people with direct knowledge of the matter told The Post. Trump and the White House have challenged claims that a second strike was undertaken at Hegseth's request.
United Nations experts said the lethal attacks on vessels raise serious concerns about potential international crimes: "These attacks appear to be unlawful killings carried out by order of a Government, without judicial or legal process allowing due process of law."
These are all the strikes announced by the White House and Hegseth since the campaign began in September:
Dec. 17. A new strike on an alleged drug boat in the eastern Pacific killed four people. The announcement came a day after president Donald Trump ordered a "total and complete blockade" of all sanctioned oil tankers entering or leaving Venezuela.
Dec. 15. U.S. forces killed eight alleged drug smugglers in three separate boat strikes in the eastern Pacific Ocean.
Dec. 4. U.S. Southern Command announced a new attack in the eastern Pacific, saying that four males had been killed. The strike was carried out on the same day Adm. Frank M. Bradley attended classified meetings with lawmakers on Capitol Hill as part of an investigation into the U.S. military's first strike on Sept. 2.
Nov. 15. U.S. Southern Command announced a new attack in the eastern Pacific, killing three.
Nov. 10. The U.S. military conducted its 20th strike on an alleged drug-trafficking vessel in the Caribbean, killing four.
Nov. 9. Hegseth disclosed on social media a new attack in the eastern Pacific had targeted two boats, raising the death toll from Trump's counternarcotics campaign to more than 75.
Nov. 6. The U.S. military carried out a strike, killing three people. "The vessel was trafficking narcotics in the Caribbean and was struck in international waters," Hegseth said.
Nov. 4. A strike on a boat accused of ferrying drugs was conducted in the eastern Pacific the same day an aircraft carrier began heading to the region in a new expansion of military firepower.
Nov. 1. Hegseth said on social media that the U.S. had carried out a lethal strike on a vessel operated by a U.S.-designated terrorist organization in the Caribbean Sea.
Oct. 29. The U.S. military destroyed another vessel in the eastern Pacific, killing four males on board whom Hegseth described as "narco-terrorists."
Oct. 27. The United States carried out three strikes on four vessels suspected of carrying drugs in the eastern Pacific, killing at least 14 people. It marked the campaign's highest toll in a single day.
Oct. 24. Six people were killed overnight in the 10th reported strike on a boat alleged to be involved in drug smuggling in the Caribbean. Hegseth said the operation targeted a vessel carrying members of the Venezuelan Tren de Aragua gang.
Oct. 22. Hegseth announced another lethal strike on a vessel in international waters of the eastern Pacific, killing three men.
Oct. 21. A military strike on a vessel in the eastern Pacific marked an expansion of the Trump administration's deadly counternarcotics campaign that until now focused on suspected trafficking in the Caribbean.
Oct. 17. Hegseth disclosed a new strike in the Caribbean alleging that the boat was affiliated with a Colombian guerrilla group known by the initials ELN (Ejercito de Liberacion Nacional).
Oct. 16. Trump said the U.S. struck a sixth suspected drug-carrying vessel in the Caribbean, killing two people and leaving two survivors who were on the semisubmersible craft.
Oct. 14. The U.S. military killed six alleged drug smugglers off the coast of Venezuela. Trump said that Hegseth had ordered the strike "under my Standing Authorities as Commander-in-Chief."
Oct. 3. A deadly attack on an alleged drug boat near Venezuela, killing four people. Congress received notification that week that Trump has determined the United States is in "armed conflict" with the drug cartels.
Sept. 19. The U.S. military struck a vessel in international waters overseen by U.S. Southern Command, Trump said. The incident, the third of its kind, killed three people and raised questions about the legality of these attacks.
Sept. 15. The U.S. forces hit another alleged drug boat as the president signaled that his administration was preparing to take military action against Latin American cartels that move narcotics over land.
Sept. 2. The Trump administration began a military campaign targeting suspected drug traffickers with a strike on suspected smugglers in the Caribbean Sea that killed 11 people.
Whitney Juckno contributed to this report. Editing by Adrian Blanco Ramos.
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Americas
Brazilian lawmakers vote to reduce Bolsonaro's prison time
The former president was convicted of attempting a coup. If the legislation survives an expected veto, he could be transferred to house arrest as early as 2028.

Former Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro in his office at Liberal Party headquarters in Brasilia in April. (Dan Agostini/For The Washington Post)


By Marina Dias | 2025-12-18
BRASILIA -- Brazilian lawmakers have approved legislation that could reduce the time former president Jair Bolsonaro will spend in prison for attempting a military coup after he lost the 2022 election.
If the legislation, approved by Brazil's Federal Senate on Wednesday, survives an expected presidential veto, Bolsonaro, 70, could be transferred from prison to house arrest as early as 2028.
The right-wing former army officer was convicted by Brazil's Supreme Court in September of trying to subvert the South American nation's young democracy to stay in power after his defeat. The attempt culminated in thousands of his supporters storming Congress, the Supreme Court and the presidential palace in Brasilia in January 2023.
Bolsonaro was sentenced to 27 years and three months in prison. He began serving his sentence last month in a special cell at a federal police facility in the capital.
Under Brazilian law, some inmates may, after serving a portion of their sentences behind bars, be upgraded to a semi-open regime, in which they are allowed to leave prison during the day to work or study and return at night, or be transferred to house arrest.
Under the legislation, two of the charges of which Bolsonaro was convicted -- attempting a coup and attempting the violent abolition of the democratic rule of law -- would, when committed "in the same context," be considered a single offense, shortening his sentence to 20 years, nine months and the mandatory time served in prison for crimes against democracy would be reduced from 25 percent to 16 percent.
Bolsonaro was also convicted of involvement in an armed criminal organization, aggravated damage to state property and deterioration of protected heritage.

Members of Brazil's Senate Constitution and Justice Committee discuss legislation Wednesday that would reduce Bolsonaro's sentence. (Evaristo Sa/AFP/Getty Images)


President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, the leftist who defeated Bolsonaro in 2022, is expected to veto the legislation. "I will do what I understand must be done, because he has to pay for the attempted coup, for the attempt to destroy the democracy of this country," he told the local channel TV Alterosa in Minas Gerais last week. But the votes in both chambers of Congress indicated enough support to override such a veto.
The legislation would not grant Bolsonaro the full legal amnesty he has sought, but it might help him return home sooner.
His original sentence requires him to serve six to eight years in prison before he could be transferred to less-restrictive detention. The new legislation would cut that time to as little as two years and four months.
Supreme Court Justice Alexandre de Moraes, who presided over Bolsonaro's trial, warned Tuesday that reducing the sentence would send the message that Brazil "tolerates, or will tolerate, new flirtations with attacks on democracy."
"It is no longer possible to engage in rhetoric about mitigating sentences, sentences imposed after due process of law and after full opportunity for the defense," he told a court hearing.

Brazilian musicians Paulinho da Viola, in blue, and Caetano Veloso, seated behind him, perform at a demonstration against the legislation Sunday in Rio de Janeiro. (Mauro Pimentel/AFP/Getty Images)


Bolsonaro's lawyers have repeatedly asked the Supreme Court to allow him to serve his full sentence under house arrest, citing his health. Bolsonaro was stabbed while campaigning for president in 2018 and has since undergone six surgeries. He has complained of frequent bouts of vomiting and persistent hiccups.
A movement in Congress to reduce Bolsonaro's sentence, launched even before he was convicted, had waned in recent weeks. But it regained momentum last week after Sen. Flavio Bolsonaro, his oldest son, said the former president was backing his bid to challenge Lula for the presidency in 2026.
That news irked right-wing and centrist leaders in Congress, who prefer Sao Paulo Gov. Tarcisio de Freitas to take on Lula next year. Flavio said he would be willing to withdraw his candidacy if lawmakers approved amnesty for his father.
President Donald Trump, a Bolsonaro ally, called his prosecution a "witch hunt," imposed sanctions on de Moraes, his wife and others, and raised tariffs on Brazilian products -- an unusual intervention in another democracy's judicial processes. Since a meeting with Lula last month on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly, Trump has eased the tariffs and last week lifted the sanctions.
The version of the legislation that was approved by the conservative Chamber of Deputies last week would have benefited not only Bolsonaro but also inmates convicted of sexual offenses, environmental crimes and corruption. That drew sharp criticism from legal analysts; thousands of Brazilians poured in the streets to protest.
Forty-seven percent of Brazilians oppose reducing Bolsonaro's sentence, the national pollster Queast reported Wednesday. Forty-three percent support it.
The Senate moved to limit the people affected by the legislation to those convicted of crimes related to the Jan. 8, 2023, insurrection.
After years in which Bolsonaro portrayed Brazil's elections as untrustworthy, his supporters stormed the Congress, Supreme Court and presidential palace in Brasilia in a failed effort to overturn the election results. Bolsonaro was convicted as the chief plotter behind the acts that culminated in the attack.
Allies of Lula said they would ask the Supreme Court to challenge the adjustment to ensure that the legislation followed constitutional process.
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Americas
These are the U.S. ships and aircraft massing off Venezuela 
The large-scale U.S. military buildup in the Caribbean suggests Trump's pressure campaign on Maduro is expanding after the seizure of a Venezuelan oil tanker.

(The Washington Post)


By Julia Ledur, Susannah George | 2025-12-17
The Trump administration is adding steadily to its already formidable military buildup in the Caribbean, escalating a multifront pressure campaign against Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro that has included strikes on more than 20 alleged drugs boats and the seizure of a Venezuelan oil tanker. The prospect of potential strikes on Venezuelan territory continues to loom.
Advanced bombers, specialized jamming equipment and refuelers have been moved into the Caribbean in recent weeks, assets that analysts say could support military operations in the area, such strikes on Venezuela.
President Donald Trump has repeatedly threatened imminent attacks on Venezuela in recent months, but it's unclear if such an escalation, with the risks it would entail, has broad support within his administration. Some analysts say the public threats and military buildup could be aimed at encouraging Maduro to step down and depart power peacefully.
The buildup, dubbed Operation Southern Spear, is the largest U.S. deployment to the Caribbean since the 1989 invasion of Panama. The armada off Venezuela's coast includes warships, surveillance craft, elite Special Forces units and the Navy's largest aircraft carrier. On land, the United States has reactivated at least one military base in Puerto Rico, using it to house F-35 fighter jets, according to Washington Post analysis of satellite images.
The escalatory U.S. seizure of an oil tanker off the Venezuelan coast last week could indicate the start of more to come, and analysts say the forces currently assembled in the Caribbean lend themselves to the imposition of a de facto oil blockade on Venezuela.
"With Operation Southern Spear, we have the force posture in the region to do these kinds of things," said Ryan Berg, the director of the Americas Program at the Center for Strategic & International Studies. He said the operation that seized the Venezuelan oil tanker last week involved forces from the coast guard, Navy, Air Force and Homeland Security.
"When we had a light footprint, when these vessels were in other theaters of the world, it was really hard to do sanctions enforcement like this," Berg said.
The bombers, refuelers and jamming equipment most recently spotted in the Caribbean include EA-18G Growlers, F-35As, rescue craft and refueling planes, according to photographs and flight tracking information.
EA-18G Growlers were photographed by Reuters at the recently reactivated Roosevelt Roads naval base in Ceiba, Puerto Rico, on Dec. 10.
The addition of F-35As was reported by The War Zone, the same outlet that reported on new rescue craft and additional refueling equipment being moved to the Caribbean.
The Pentagon deployed its largest aircraft carrier, the USS Gerald Ford, to the Caribbean last month, a move seen as a major escalation of U.S. military posture in the region. The Ford joined previously assembled warships, fighter jets, drones and surveillance craft in the area.
As the buildup has progressed, the Pentagon has also flown bombers along Venezuela's coastline in a show of force.
Outside Venezuela, the country's opposition is attempting to increase political pressure on Maduro. Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado traveled to Norway to collect her Nobel Peace Prize. Machado missed the ceremony, but since then she has embarked on a diplomatic blitz through Europe, meeting with leadership there and granting press appearances.
Machado had been in hiding in Venezuela since January and was barred by the government from leaving the country. It's unclear if she will be able to return to Venezuela while Maduro remains in power.
Maduro is feeling the pressure from the Trump administration, tightening security and limiting public appearances. But so far the Venezuelan president has chosen to dig in and wait. Trump and Maduro last spoke last month when Trump offered Maduro the possibility of exile, an offer the Venezuelan leader refused.
Amaya Verde and Dan Lamothe contributed to this report. Edited by Emily Eng, Benjamin Soloway and Jeremy Lang.
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Europe
Trump hotel project canceled in Serbia after protests, investigation
Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic has raged against the protests and the prosecutors he blames for halting the project, saying the country was the big loser. 

Serbian students and residents gather in Belgrade last month to protest a plan by Jared Kushner to demolish the former Yugoslav army headquarters and build a luxury hotel on the site. (Andrej Isakovic/AFP/Getty Images)


By William Booth | 2025-12-17
It was always a tricky location, but an investment firm founded by the president's son-in-law Jared Kushner thought a $500 million luxury hotel project on the site of a bombed-out Yugoslav military headquarters in downtown Belgrade could be a winner. On the drawing board was a Trump-branded hotel, high-end apartments, stores and a museum.
The old army building remains, even today, in ruins. It was bombed by NATO forces in 1999 to stop the humanitarian crisis in Kosovo and push Serbian forces out of the territory. The gutted headquarters over time became a historic site -- a kind of de facto war memorial.
Plans to raze the ruins and begin construction on the new Trump project, however, came to a screeching halt earlier this week. On Monday, Kushner's company said it is backing away. On the same day, Serbian prosecutors filed charges against Culture Minister Nikola Selakovic on suspicion of abusing his office to support the project. Three other officials were also charged for their role in the removal of cultural heritage status for the dilapidated building.
The Wall Street Journal was first to report on the company's decision to pull out.
"Because meaningful projects should unite rather than divide, and out of respect for the people of Serbia and the City of Belgrade, we are withdrawing our application and stepping aside at this time," said a statement from Kushner's private equity firm, Affinity Partners.
Serbia's embattled president, Aleksandar Vucic, raged against the Prosecutor's Office for Organized Crime for charging his minister. He also threatened to indict the student "blockaders" who have protested at the site demanding its preservation.
The same student-led movement has been demonstrating against the Vucic government for the past year, staging some of the largest rallies in Serbia's history and accusing the regime of being riddled with corruption and cronyism. They have been pressing for early elections.
After the indictment and decision to halt the project, Vucic said Tuesday that "both as a state and as a people, we are the big losers." The Serbian president estimated the loss of investment at $880 million. He accused the protesters of doing great economic harm to Serbia.
The Serbian leader's critics say he is growing increasingly authoritarian and isolated. Vucic on Tuesday threatened to personally file a criminal complaint against those who derailed the hotel project. "I will prepare it thoroughly against all individuals who took part in this witch hunt and in the destruction of this investment, against individuals from the police, against individuals from the prosecution, and against other individuals who contributed to the collapse and further economic undermining of the Republic of Serbia."
After Donald Trump's election victory last year, the Serbian government moved ahead with plans to allow construction on the site, including a 99-year lease on the land in the heart of Belgrade. Last month, Serbia's National Assembly passed a special law allowing the real estate project to go forward.
Instead, the special prosecutors filed charges against his culture minister on Monday alongside three others, accusing them of abusing their official positions and forging an official document, for removing the cultural heritage status of the site.
Vucic has called their cases "fabricated."
One group of protesters, calling themselves Student Blockaders, applauded the decision to halt the project but warned, "In Serbia, nothing should be taken for granted. ... The fight for preservation continues and the guard must not be lowered."
Kushner has aided the Trump administration as a special envoy seeking peace deals in Ukraine and Gaza. Meanwhile, his private equity firm has raised billions from sovereign wealth funds abroad. Trump family members, as real estate developers, are pursuing building projects around the world, including in Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Oman and Qatar. The White House has said there is no conflict of interest.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/12/17/serbia-trump-tower-canceled-protests/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Asia
Alleged Bondi gunman charged with 59 offenses as first funerals held
As Jewish Australians buried their dead in Sydney, questions mounted about intelligence failures in an attack authorities say was inspired by the Islamic State.

Mourners attend the funeral Sunday of Rabbi Yaakov Levitan, a person killed in the Bondi Beach attack, at Macquarie Park Cemetery in Sydney on Dec. 17. (Saeed Khan/AFP/Getty Images)


By Michael E. Miller, Frances Vinall, Sammy Westfall | 2025-12-18
SYDNEY -- The alleged gunman in the deadly attack in Bondi Beach was charged with 15 counts of murder on Wednesday, as criticism mounted of the government's failure to prevent the deadliest mass killing on Australian soil in nearly three decades.
Naveed Akram, 24, was charged with a total of 59 offenses -- including committing a terrorist act -- after regaining consciousness in the Sydney hospital where he remains under police guard. His father, 50-year-old Sajid Akram, was killed by police after the pair allegedly opened fire Sunday evening on a Hanukkah festival at the popular tourist spot in what authorities say was an ISIS-inspired terrorist attack.
The charges came as the first of the 15 killed were laid to rest Wednesday in emotional scenes at cemeteries and synagogues across the city. The victims buried Wednesday included Rabbi Eli Schlanger, 41, and Rabbi Yaakov Levitan, 39.

People attend the funeral of Rabbi Eli Schlanger at Chabad of Bondi synagogue in Sydney on Dec. 17. He was one of 15 people killed in the attack. (Jeremy Piper/Reuters)


But even as Jewish Australians began to bury their dead, their grief was laced with anger over what they said was the center-left Labor government's inadequate response to a rising wave of antisemitism.
"We, as a Jewish community, have been abandoned and left alone by our government," Josh Frydenberg, a former treasurer for the opposition conservative coalition, said near the site of the attack. "Our governments have failed every Australian when it comes to fighting hate and antisemitism."
That anger was compounded by uncertainty over the lead-up to the atrocity.

Members of Sydney's Jewish community reacted to the shooting at a Bondi Beach Hanukkah celebration that killed 15 people on Dec. 14.


Australian media have reported that Sajid and Naveed Akram traveled to the Philippines last month for "military-style training." But Australian officials have so far refused to confirm that they received training there, saying only that the Akrams made the trip and that it is under investigation.
Authorities in the Philippines have also confirmed the trip but denied that the two men trained with local groups linked to the Islamic State. Although the southern Philippines was a place where Islamic State-aligned militant groups were once very active, terrorist group operations there have been severely diminished in recent years, according to Rommel Banlaoi, chairman of the Philippine Institute for Peace, Violence and Terrorism Research. Still, "while terrorist threats are declining, they are not disappearing," Banlaoi said.
Naveed Akram, an Australian-born citizen, had previously come to authorities' attention. Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has said he was investigated by Australia's security agency in 2019 for his "associations" with extremists but was deemed not to pose a risk at that time.
His father, an Indian immigrant, obtained a firearms license in 2023 and accumulated six firearms, four of which were used in the attack, authorities have said.

Mourners escort Schlanger's coffin on Dec. 17. (Jeremy Piper/Reuters)



Family members and friends visit Schlanger's coffin at his funeral on Dec. 17. (Mark Baker/Pool/Reuters)


That timeline has raised questions over whether the elder Akram should have been given a license and whether there was a breakdown in information sharing between state and federal authorities.
"You've only got to look at the unfortunate loss of life and injuries to tell that clearly a mistake has been made," Peter Moroney, a former detective in the New South Wales Police terrorism investigations squad, told The Washington Post.
By Wednesday evening, 17 victims were still in hospitals with injuries.
"These types of incidents, they don't just happen overnight," he said. "There's a degree of planning and preparation that would go into that and there'd be certainly some indicators."
Other security experts cautioned against condemning the Australian Security Intelligence Organization -- akin to the FBI in the United States -- which investigated Naveed Akram six years ago.
"An assessment is a snapshot in time," said John Coyne, director of national security at the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, a Canberra think tank. "And that assessment held true for six years."
The attack has also prompted swift action from state and federal authorities to enhance Australia's already tight gun restrictions.
Earlier this week, Albanese convened an emergency meeting of state and federal leaders, who agreed to pass stronger gun control legislation nationwide. And on Wednesday, New South Wales Premier Chris Minns said he would recall Parliament in the state, where Sydney is, to do just that.
Islamic State flags were found in the gunmen's car, authorities have said, underscoring the continued draw of the group six years after the fall of its self-styled caliphate in Iraq and Syria.
"It is an enduring brand that continues to inspire and motivate and mobilize," said Lydia Khalil, program director of transnational challenges at the Lowy Institute, a Sydney think tank.

A person walks past a menorah near Martin Place railway station in Sydney on Dec. 17. (Audrey Richardson/Getty Images)


Scores of Australians traveled to Iraq and Syria to join the Islamic State at its peak. After the fall of the caliphate in 2019, the threat of terrorism in Australia and other Western countries became "much more diverse and diffuse" but the threat from violent jihadist movements like the Islamic State never went away, Khalil said.
While recent high-profile incidents involving neo-Nazi groups have generated headlines in Australia, Jewish groups have maintained that the biggest threat to their safety was from Islamist terrorism, said Josh Roose, an expert on violent extremism at Deakin University in Melbourne.
"Every successful terrorist attack should be counted as a failure because there's been a breakdown, even though it could be something as simple as missing intelligence," he said. "Was this due to a systemic or structural failure, or is it just missing someone because they were so off the radar? That's the question."
The six years between the ASIO's assessment of Naveed Akram and Sunday's attack make him an "anomaly" compared to the recent general trend of younger perpetrators and quicker radicalizations, Coyne said.
That "dark" period poses troubling implications not only for Australia but also the U.S. and other Western countries that will now be wondering whether they need to reassess hundreds, if not thousands, of people who were flagged more than a half-decade ago, he said.
"That's the biggest hole," said Moroney. "What happened in the last six years?"
If it is found that the Islamic State coordinated the attack, it could suggest something of a resurgence for the group, said Roose, citing a recent ISIS attack that killed three U.S. citizens in Syria.
"It's quite possible that they are seeking to reassert themselves in the international domain through coordinated action," he said.
Banlaoi said that although the influence of Islamic State ideology, including in the southern Philippines, has "declined tremendously," some fighters have found "new reasons to continue their struggle," including targeting the Jewish community, like the Bondi attackers.
"Unlike before, there was no specific target. ... But now, this is very, very specific."
Vinall reported from Seoul and Westfall from Manila.
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Economy
Inflation cooled unexpectedly in November, but shutdown clouds data
After a gap in official data, prices rose at a 2.7 percent annual pace last month, according to new data from the Labor Department.

Analysts are watching whether price increases stay concentrated in a set of categories or spread more broadly. (Charly Triballeau/AFP/Getty Images)


By Andrew Ackerman | 2025-12-18
Inflation cooled unexpectedly in November, although economists cautioned that gaps in the data make it too early for the White House to declare victory.
The November consumer price index reported prices rose at a 2.7 percent rate from a year earlier, cooler than the most-recent reading from September, according to new data from the Labor Department on Thursday. "Core" inflation, the rate without volatile food and energy costs, increased at an annual rate of 2.6 percent, an improvement from September.
That kind of cooling reflects the best inflation report since President Donald Trump took office. However, unlike prior inflation reports, this one lacked data, especially many of the month-to-month changes in inflation in certain sectors, due to the six-week government shutdown that prevented data collection in October.
Economists said the headline figures were likely skewed lower by quirks in how the report was compiled, with several noting that officials did not begin gathering prices until the second half of November -- a period that may have captured Thanksgiving discounts without fully reflecting higher prices earlier in the month, when promotions are typically scarcer.
More significantly, a third of the inflation index looks lower than it otherwise would because the government's data appears to show no increase at all in rent and homeowners' housing costs for October.
Inflation in those categories did not stop rising, but the zeroed out data appears to be a technical quirk in how the data was collected and reported, according to Omair Sharif, who leads forecasting firm Inflation Insights.
Since housing costs normally rise steadily and make up a large share of the CPI, recording them as flat for a month artificially pulls down the overall inflation number, making inflation look cooler than it likely is in reality, he said.
"I would call this a rather dirty report," said Dan North, senior economist at Allianz Trade North America. "It's very hard to come away with any serious conclusions."
The report landed just hours after Trump addressed the nation in a rare prime-time appearance aimed at rebutting criticism of his handling of the economy, as rising living costs have remained a political vulnerability heading into the latter part of 2025. Trump largely blamed economic problems on his predecessor but said prices were now coming down.
"You saw the inflation numbers," Trump told reporters Thursday in the Oval Office. "It just came out today. What great timing. Practically no inflation." 
Economists urged caution against reading too much into the report, even ahead of its release. The six-week government shutdown caused the Bureau of Labor Statistics to skip its October consumer price index survey, creating a break in the data that the agency cannot fully repair. Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell told reporters last week that the data should be viewed with a "skeptical eye," citing the potential for technical distortions triggered by the shutdown.
"Check back in February when we will have three months of data to get a better informed direction of the trend in inflation and turn-of-the-year price increases," said Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at RSM.
Thursday's report showed energy prices rose 4.2 percent over the past year, driven by an 11.3 percent increase in fuel costs and a 6.9 percent rise in electricity prices. Food prices were up 2.6 percent, while prices for medical care services were up 3.3 percent. Gasoline, a bright spot for the administration, was up only 0.9 percent.
Elevated inflation has been a challenge for Trump, who has sought to play down voters' concerns by calling cost-of-living worries a "hoax," likening them to what he has described as politically motivated scandals.
At the same time, Republican allies have urged patience, arguing that the White House's sweeping new tax law and push to roll back regulations will take time to have an effect. But Trump finds himself facing a familiar challenge that weighed on President Joe Biden's approval ratings even before the 2024 campaign began: Many voters say they don't like the economy, regardless of headline indicators.
The report comes at a moment of growing uncertainty about the broader economic outlook. Job growth has slowed sharply in recent months, and data released Tuesday showed further weakening, adding to concerns that the labor market is losing momentum even as inflation remains stubbornly high. The U.S. economy shed 41,000 jobs over October and November, and the unemployment rate climbed to 4.6 percent -- its highest level since 2021 -- a combination that is intensifying concerns about whether the economy is slipping into a more pronounced slowdown.
Despite the administration's sweeping tariffs, higher costs were slow to show up in consumer prices, blunted at first by delayed implementation and a wave of stockpiling by companies eager to get ahead of the levies. Those buffers have largely been exhausted, however, and by this summer price increases had begun to spread across a broader range of goods -- a shift some economists say could make inflation harder to contain.
The unusual inflation report comes as the Federal Reserve is navigating an increasingly narrow path, caught between a labor market that is showing clear signs of strain and inflation that remains uncomfortably high. Fed officials have cut interest rates at three consecutive meetings since September, including last week, signaling that for now they are more focused on cushioning a softening job market than stamping out persistent price pressures.
Even so, policymakers have repeatedly described those decisions as close calls, with some warning that patience carries risks of its own.
In a speech Tuesday, retiring Atlanta Fed President Raphael Bostic cautioned that allowing inflation to run above the central bank's 2 percent target for too long could erode the Fed's credibility. "Credibility is a cornerstone of effective monetary policy," Bostic said, warning that "a half decade -- and likely soon to be longer -- of missing the inflation target could well imperil the Committee's credibility as a steward of price stability," he said, referring to the Fed's Federal Open Market Committee, which sets interest rates.
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Economy
Trump officials keep blaming housing costs on one group: Immigrants
Trump officials are blaming immigrants for high housing costs, but experts say the issue is more complex

An apartment building in San Francisco this month. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)


By Rachel Siegel | 2025-12-18
President Donald Trump promised Wednesday night that he'd bring down persistently high housing costs, which he said were caused by one group in particular: immigrants.
In a rapid-fire prime-time address to the nation, Trump said a "major factor" in driving up housing costs was the "colossal border invasion" during the Biden years. He said the previous administration and its allies in Congress "brought in millions and millions of migrants and gave them taxpayer-funded housing" while costs for others soared.
"For the first time in 50 years, we are now seeing reverse migration as migrants go back home, leaving more housing and more jobs for Americans," he said, referring to the departure of foreign-born people through deportation or other means.
Trump's administration is putting action behind his rhetoric, too, linking its policies designed to make homes more affordable to its restrictionist broader immigration agenda. The Department of Housing and Urban Development says immigrants drove all rental price growth in places such as California and New York. Vice President JD Vance, who said during last year's presidential campaign that immigrants were harming the housing market, recently said tens of millions of undocumented immigrants were "taking houses" that were supposed to go to American citizens. Bill Pulte, head of the Federal Housing Finance Agency, wrote on X that "no more illegal aliens = prioritizing affordable housing units for American citizens."
And HUD suggested in a recent report that curbing housing demand -- in other words, shrinking the population -- might be more effective than pushes to build more homes.
But the administration's sharp focus on immigrants contrasts with economists' widely held view that the problem comes from housing shortages.
Many experts say decades of too-little construction, combined with the pandemic-era spike in prices, yanked rents and home prices well above what many Americans can afford. Lengthy permitting processes for new builds, steep building costs and a shrinking supply of affordable units have also contributed to a shortfall of 1.5 million to 4 million homes, according to economist estimates.
Immigrants need housing, just like others, and they may especially put some pressure on rental markets with higher migrant populations. But they also make up a large share of the construction workforce, which in turn is key to making more homes available.
Vincent Reina, a professor at the University of Pennsylvania who focuses on urban economics and housing policy, said that "we have a housing supply problem. And that's our problem, full stop."
"Our country and growth of our cities are based on inflows of people, knowledge, capital, jobs and labor," Reina said. "Our housing market should work. And the fact that it isn't working has nothing to do with immigration. To home in on that is a really concerning misdiagnosis of the actual problem."
The administration's crackdown is seeping into all kinds of policies. Housing officials are trying to block undocumented immigrants from any kind of government housing assistance, and regulators are taking steps to keep those immigrants from getting government-backed mortgages. HUD also has an agreement to facilitate data-sharing with the Department of Homeland Security, which makes it easier to identify undocumented immigrants who live in subsidized housing.
Earlier this year, the Elon Musk-led U.S. DOGE Service mined federal data as it explored removing immigrants and mixed-status households from their homes, drawing from personal records normally protected from dissemination. (Undocumented immigrants have been allowed to live in public housing for years, including with family members with legal status. But they aren't eligible for other kinds of direct housing assistance on their own.)
White House spokesman Davis Ingle said the Biden administration's "border invasion" instigated America's housing issues. He said that "removing illegal aliens from our country will free up the housing supply for American citizens, which will make it easier and more affordable for them to partake in the American dream of owning a home."
HUD spokeswoman Kasey Lovett said: "It is fundamentally incorrect to assert that every part of our housing stock -- from single family homes to rental units -- has not been impacted by the Biden border crisis. American citizens should not have to be competing with illegals for housing, but HUD data clearly shows that is the case."
Vance's office did not respond to questions about linking immigration and housing policy, nor did the Federal Housing Finance Agency.
In January, 53.3 million immigrants lived in the United States accounting for 15.8 percent of the country's population, according to the Pew Research Center. That was the highest percentage on record. But after that, more immigrants left the country or were deported than arrived. By June, the country's foreign-born population had shrunk by more than 1 million people, its first decline since the 1960s, Pew's analysis showed.
Yet housing experts say targeting undocumented immigrants may do little to bring down housing costs or free up homes. Many are less likely to have the means for a large down payment or the credit history for a mortgage. Undocumented immigrants typically live in lower-income rentals, live with friends or share a home with family members.
Still, immigration is core to the administration's rhetoric on affordability and the economy. In what they have called an "affordability tour," Trump and his allies are traveling around talking about the high cost of living, mindful that housing costs remain a top voter concern.
Housing costs have cooled considerably since the pandemic but are still a major strain to household budgets. November marked the 28th straight month of year-over-year rent declines for the United States' 50 largest metro areas, data from Realtor.com showed. In the for-sale market, home prices showed a 1.3 percent annual gain for September, down slightly from a 1.4 rise in the previous month, according to the closely watched S&P Cotality Case-Shiller U.S. National Home Price NSA Index.
Those statistics rarely capture the struggles of poorer Americans with few affordable options, though. A routine HUD report, called Worst Case Housing Needs, focuses on those problems using data from the American Housing Survey, which HUD funds and the U.S. Census Bureau conducts. Most recently, it said that in 2023, only 59 affordable units were available per 100 very low-income renter households. Just 38 were available per 100 extremely low-income renter households.
But the report can also act as a kind of mirror for other administration priorities. The most recent version said immigrants were responsible for two-thirds of rental demand growth nationwide and that "housing policy leaders must be part of the immigration policymaking process."
The administration also wants to encourage Americans to get married, have more babies and have more parents at home. HUD's report said falling marriage rates are another reason demand is up, causing more people to live separately instead of coupling up. It suggested policymakers look for ways to increase marriage rates as a way of improving housing affordability.
But outside researchers say HUD's figures -- including that in certain markets, immigration accounted for nearly all of the increase in housing demand between 2021 and 2023 -- are outsize and ignore myriad reasons people move around for jobs and other opportunities. Undocumented immigrants also aren't the only ones moving around and looking for new homes. And they make up a large share of the construction workforce, which makes new home construction possible.
Asked for more information on the report's methodology, HUD cited its analysis of the American Housing Survey.
Jacob Bogage and Marianne LeVine contributed to this report.
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Media
Brendan Carr said the FCC isn't independent. Its website quickly updated.
The Federal Communications Commission chairman faced questioning over the agency's role in pressuring media companies and its independence from the president.

FCC Chairman Brendan Carr speaking Wednesday before the Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee. (Heather Diehl/Getty Images)


By Scott Nover, Ian Duncan | 2025-12-17
In the course of an otherwise anodyne Senate committee hearing where its commissioners were testifying, the Federal Communications Commission removed the word "independent" from a description of the agency on its own website to line up with its chairman's live remarks.
Just minutes earlier, Sen. Ben Ray Lujan (D-New Mexico), waving a screenshot of the commission's website, asked Brendan Carr, its Republican chairman, about the agency's status.
"Just so you know, Brendan, on your website it just simply says, man, the FCC's independent," Lujan said. "This isn't a trick question."
The Trump administration has removed board members at several agencies, challenging a long-standing tradition that protected their positions and provided them some insulation from politics. The Supreme Court appears poised to adopt President Donald Trump's view that he is free to dismiss such officials, setting a precedent that would enhance the power of the presidency.
"The FCC is not an independent agency, formally speaking," Carr said Wednesday, echoing the administration's view.
Lujan suggested in response that if the agency's website was "lying," it should be edited. Seemingly within minutes of the back and forth, the change had been made. 
A person familiar with the matter, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss an unannounced change, confirmed that the language was altered during the hearing following Lujan's questions. The change was first noticed by an Axios reporter.
After the hearing, an FCC spokesman said in a statement: "With the change in Administration earlier this year, the FCC's website and materials required updating. That work continues to ensure that they reflect the positions of the agency's new leadership."
Lujan said in a statement after the hearing that "Chairman Carr continues to fail the American people by treating the independent FCC as an extension of the President's corrupt agenda." 
Anna M. Gomez, the lone Democrat among the three FCC commissioners, said in a statement after the hearing: "No edit to a website can erase the long-standing congressional intent to create a multiparty, independent regulatory agency like the FCC that is accountable to Congress and the American people, not the whims of the White House."
Carr's appearance Wednesday before the Senate Commerce Committee was the first time he was called to testify on Capitol Hill since he criticized late-night television host Jimmy Kimmel in September, prompting the comedian's week-long suspension by the Walt Disney Co., which owns the ABC network.
Questions about the FCC's independence were raised in part to probe whether Carr is carrying out the president's agenda, particularly with regard to media companies that he has repeatedly criticized. The agency's authority over the news media is limited to doling out broadcast spectrum licenses to local television and radio stations, plus some power to intervene in mergers when those licenses change hands.
That remit allowed Carr to become a central player in David Ellison's Skydance taking over CBS parent company Paramount this summer. Paramount paid $16 million to settle a lawsuit brought by Trump over the editing of a "60 Minutes" interview with Kamala Harris, installed an ombudsman with Republican Party ties and pledged to eliminate diversity initiatives that Carr has railed against.
Carr spent much of Wednesday's hearing defending himself from Democrats' allegations of censorship with regard to Kimmel's suspension from the airwaves in September, citing his authority to enforce the FCC's mandate to ensure that broadcasters act in the public interest.
Carr's pointed critique of the late-night host's remarks after conservative activist Charlie Kirk's killing prompted affiliate station owners Sinclair and Nexstar to preempt "Jimmy Kimmel Live!," and Disney and ABC to shut the show down for a week. Nexstar is seeking FCC approval for a $6.2 billion merger with Tegna, for which it would need the agency to raise the national ownership cap that limits how many people nationwide one station owner can reach.
"We can do this the hard way or the easy way," Carr counseled Disney in an appearance on Benny Johnson's right-wing podcast after Kimmel's statements but before his suspension.
Critics cast Carr's involvement as the government strong-arming disfavored speech, a criticism that undergirded senators' questions during the hearing. In a recent letter, a bipartisan contingent of former FCC chairs urged Carr to stop invoking the FCC's little-used news distortion policy, saying it was not compatible with the First Amendment's guarantees of free speech and free press.
Gomez and Republican Commissioner Olivia Trusty also testified at the hearing but faced fewer questions and less pointed ones than Carr did.
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas), who chairs the committee, had previously likened Carr's behavior in the Kimmel matter to that of a cinema gangster. "That's right out of 'Goodfellas,'" Cruz said on his podcast at the time. "That's right out of a mafioso coming into a bar. 'God, nice bar you have here. It'd be a shame if something happened to it.'" Other Republican senators including Mitch McConnell and Rand Paul (Kentucky), Todd Young (Indiana), and Dave McCormick (Pennsylvania) also expressed frustration with Carr.
Cruz avoided pressing Carr directly on the Kimmel incident at Wednesday's hearing, instead directing his furor toward previous instances when he alleged Democrats overstepped, including during Sinclair's 2017 attempted merger with Tribune Broadcasting, abandoned a year later. Nexstar later swooped in to buy Tribune.
"Jimmy Kimmel is angry, overtly partisan and profoundly unfunny," Cruz said. "Democrat or Republican, we cannot have the government arbitrating truth or opinion."
Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minnesota) asked Carr if he should use his position to intimidate media companies.
"Any licensee that operates on the public airwaves has a responsibility to comply with the public-interest standard," Carr responded.
Will Oremus contributed to this report.
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Economic Policy
Administration asks the ultra-wealthy for 'Trump accounts' donations
The Trump administration announced plans to supplement taxpayers' contributions to new born savings accounts by soliciting donations from some of the nation's wealthiest individuals and corporations.

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent speaks during a news conference to unveil the official Trump accounts website, at the Treasury Department in Washington, D.C., on Dec. 17. (Aaron Schwartz/Reuters)


By Jacob Bogage | 2025-12-17
The Trump administration wants to supplement taxpayers' contributions to newborn stock market accounts by soliciting donations from some of the nation's wealthiest people and corporations, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent announced Wednesday.
President Donald Trump and congressional Republicans' massive tax and immigration law that passed this summer included a new program to seed investment accounts with $1,000 each for babies born during Trump's term.
The "Trump accounts" will invest in index funds, and family members, friends, employers and philanthropies can contribute up to $5,000 into the account each year. Parents will use a new IRS form -- Form 4547, echoing Trump's presidential terms -- to file information about the accounts.
Bessent said the administration was launching a "50-state challenge" to draw additional ultra-wealthy individuals to the cause.
"The president is calling on our nation's business leaders and philanthropic organizations to help us make America great again by securing the financial future of America's children," Bessent said.
Dell Technologies founder and CEO Michael Dell and his wife Susan announced they'd contribute $6.25 billion to top off the government's initial investment in children's accounts. Billionaire investor Ray Dalio said Wednesday that he would contribute $250 per account for babies in Connecticut, his home state, a roughly $75 million donation.
BlackRock, the world's largest asset manager, and Bank of New York Mellon have also announced programs to match employees' contributions to children's accounts.
Trump has been struggling to calm voters' jitters on cost-of-living issues.
Questions about prices appear to have irritated Trump, who has recently called the idea of affordability a "hoax" after promising on the campaign trail to lower consumer costs on his first day back in office.
Americans disapprove of Trump's handling of the economy by a 21-point margin, according to a PBS News/NPR/Marist poll released Wednesday. Fifty-seven percent of Americans do not approve of Trump's handling of the economy, while 36 percent do, the lowest the poll has found over both of his terms.
The administration has taken different approaches to the issue. Vice President JD Vance during a speech in eastern Pennsylvania on Tuesday lamented, "Every single affordability crisis that we talk about in the United States of America today, it's because we inherited a nightmare of an economy from Joe Biden."
Bessent on Wednesday, pointing to the GOP tax law known as the "One Big Beautiful Bill," promised better times were ahead when major components of the legislation, including the newborn accounts, kick in.
"We have spent 2025 setting the table, and now it's time for the banquet," Bessent said.
While some businesses do project green pastures in the new year -- Goldman Sachs in its 2026 outlook forecast growth in certain industrials, materials and consumer discretionary markets -- other parts of the economy appearing to be waning.
The unemployment rate jumped to 4.6 percent Tuesday after two months of lackluster jobs growth, and inflation rates are stable but remain well above the Federal Reserve's target.
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Advice
Laissez-faire mom-in-law leaves stress to me. Give advice to this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-12-18
Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so every week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish on Wednesdays.
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice. You can read last week's question and responses here.
This week's question is below. Check back Wednesday to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.
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Spirits
A choose-your-own adventure holiday cocktail, with or without booze
This season, make a cocktail where everyone can feel included, whether or not they drink.

With Harvest Moon Cocktail or Mocktail, you can customize your cocktail to build a zero-proof, low-ABV or a boozy drink. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky) 


By M. Carrie Allan | 2025-12-18
We're full tilt into the holiday season, and with Thanksgiving, the first of the annual Great Gluttonous Holidays, in the rearview mirror, heads are still spinning from putting together a holiday meal that doesn't leave someone offended, unhappy or breaking out in hives.
Now we get to do it again in the race toward Christmas and the new year, over a series of cocktail parties and potlucks and dinners. Let the contentious text threads roll! Who is bringing the pie? What kind? Pecan? But cousin Amy is allergic to nuts! Oh, and Tom is vegan. I don't know if Beyond Meat makes giblets. Didn't Aunt Lila give up gluten? Or did gluten give up Aunt Lila? Could we possibly give up Aunt Lila, too? I mean, she brought up the RFK Jr./Nuzzi correspondence over Thanksgiving dinner, and now the kids are afraid of canyons.
Get the recipe: Harvest Moon Cocktail or Mocktail
It's enough to drive one to drink -- but wait! That's a whole new source of stress! Not everyone at the table drinks alcohol. There may be guests in recovery, guests who are pregnant, people taking a break from alcohol, designated drivers and kids -- and while they all may want to drink after Aunt Lila's unfortunate Thanksgiving faux pas -- we cannot endorse that. What's more, as good hosts, we want everyone to feel welcome and festive.
As your friendly neighborhood cocktail columnist, I cannot instill common sense into Aunt Lila or pick the nuts out of your pie or keep your cousins from asking you where vegans get their protein (though "I eat the bark off trees" usually stops that conversation). But I can offer a strategy for holiday cocktails where everyone can enjoy a shared festive drink tailored to their alcohol preferences, whether those perspectives are "Jamie brought his emotional-support ferret and I need to be totally sober when I meet him," to "Jamie's emotional-support ferret has dug into the cornucopia centerpiece -- I need a stiff drink immediately." Yes, it will work even for those sad holiday tables where an emotional-support ferret is not a feature.
Basically, this drink is a leveling-up strategy: You create a delicious nonalcoholic base, and you make enough of it to quench the thirst of however many guests are showing up. (The Harvest Moon recipe, for example, makes enough of the base for eight drinks, which I would consider a reasonable amount for a party of four -- but you'll want to double it for more guests or a tippling crowd.) The base should be delicious on its own, and you then offer specific alcoholic additions -- a wine or liqueur at the second stage, a higher-proof spirit at the third -- that blend in seamlessly with that base and with each other, letting your guests decide their preferred degree of booziness but end up with a great drink at every stage. And you put out enough festive garnish options for everyone to bedazzle their cups to the nines.

Clockwise, from bottom right: low-ABV, zero-proof and boozy version of the Harvest Moon Cocktail or Mocktail, and the drink base. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


This way, the nondrinkers don't get stiffed on the party vibes, and you, the host, aren't shamefacedly pawing through the cupboards for an ancient Diet Dr Pepper to pour into an "Elf" mug while your bibulous guests toss joyously back tankards of fancy, boozy punch.
You can even make this a little party DIY project, if your crowd is the type. If you create a table with the tools for building these concoctions -- glassware, ice, jiggers for measuring, spoons for stirring, an assortment of garnishes laid out charcuterie-style, clearly labeled bottles and guidance via posted recipes -- it can become a fun activity and a spot for people to chat as they make their drinks. And they can do so without having to announce their choices to everyone else. It's both a coping mechanism and an inclusivity strategy -- and if you build a good drink base, it's delicious.
The Harvest Moon here opens with a combination of autumn fruits, but there are plenty of other routes you could experiment with. Think about flavor combinations where each new version builds on the flavors of the last -- it's just a matter of nailing your preferred proportions, and adding the right herbs and spices to enhance the aromatics and make the drinks more festive. For instance, try:
	Cranberry juice with orange juice or bitter lemon soda (Stage 1). Add curacao, orange bitters, prosecco, dry or blanc vermouth (Stage 2), then a dollop of gin (Stage 3). It'll echo the cranberries on the table, and the guests can decide on whether they want the sauce.
	Pear nectar, lemon juice, and cinnamon or ginger syrup (Stage 1). Add pear or ginger liqueur and Angostura bitters (Stage 2), then a brandy or rum (Stage 3). A spicy ginger ale could come into play at any of the tiers.
	Pumpkin or fig syrup with an aromatic black tea (Stage 1), with a vanilla-forward sweet vermouth, such as Carpano Antica, or a nutty sherry (Stage 2), and a final boost from bourbon or rum (Stage 3).
	A creamy hot cocoa (Stage 1), with a nut or fruit liqueur for the next level (Stage 2), and a blackstrap rum for a truly decadent Stage 3.

You get the gist: You're adding not just alcohol but new flavors at each stage, so each new ingredient needs to harmonize with what's already there -- or at least not drown it out. (Save the shouting for the holiday dinner table.) Along with liqueurs, sparkling, fortified and aromatized wines are delicious tools for that second stage, providing depth and complexity without adding a lot of alcohol.
For the Harvest Moon, I wanted to start with a base even kids would enjoy -- so the pumpkin and apple base is sweet, but bright and balanced with fresh lemon juice. I personally would choose to include the Angostura bitters at this stage -- they add a fragrant baking-spice complexity, but do note: Like most cocktail bitters, Angostura is alcoholic. It's used in very small dashes, but obviously shouldn't be used for anyone seeking to avoid alcohol completely. But if your drinker is flexible on this and aiming for functional rather than complete sobriety, stir them into the base.
The second stage of the Harvest Moon introduces a medium sherry, which brings a nice, nutty depth without adding sweetness, and Averna, a caramelly, autumnal amaro that layers in complexity and a mild bitter edge to the drink. Stage three brings in a good dollop of rich Jamaica rum.
The holiday flavors of the base are all still there, now enhanced by a little rum funk and bittersweet punch. Whichever stage you stop at, festoon the drink with herbs, cinnamon sticks, cranberries, star anise pods, citrus wheels, a grating of nutmeg. And if you have any leftovers, you can leave them out for the big guy -- North Pole politics are heated this year, and if there's an Aunt Lila-type among the elves, he may want more than milk with his cookies.
Get the recipe: Harvest Moon Cocktail or Mocktail
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: My family says I'm 'selfish' for not wanting my mom to live with me
A recently divorced mom doesn't want her mother to move in with her and feels guilty about her family's response.

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-12-18
Sahaj Kaur Kohli is off this week. The following first appeared June 20, 2024.
Dear Sahaj: I'm in my mid-40s and have a tween daughter. I recently got divorced after being married to a White guy -- who my family didn't approve of -- for 20 years. My dad sadly passed away, and my mom has been living with my sibling for the last several years. She didn't want to live with me because of my ex, but now that I'm divorced she's wanting to do all the things with me -- move in, go on vacations, etc.
My daughter and mom can't communicate well because of the language barrier and because my mom is hard of hearing. My mom puts in no effort to engage with her. I understand that after my dad's passing she had to leave everything behind to move to a foreign country. However, she has quite a harsh tongue, criticizes liberally and hardly ever compliments anyone.
Post-divorce, I'm trying to do the best for my daughter and maintain the strong bond between us as she's stepping into her teen years. I honestly do not want my mom to move in with me or go on all the vacations with me, but I understand my sibling can use a break. I've tried to be honest and speak openly with my family, but they say, "Mom will help you out with cooking, etc. since you are already overburdened with parenting and working a job."
Being the youngest in the family, I didn't learn how to build healthy boundaries. When I try to explain this situation to my family, I'm met with words that make me feel guilty, like, "You can't even take care of your own mom?" Or, "What kind of a daughter are you?" Or, "Selfish!"
How do I handle this situation?
-- Single Mom
Single Mom: You don't want your mom to move in with you, and that's okay. However, you are struggling and feeling paralyzed by guilt. There is helpful guilt that propels change, and then there's unhelpful guilt that causes pain, anxiety and self-blame. Before you take on unhelpful guilt, consider what other feelings you have that are creating tension in your relationships. These may be frustration, disappointment and even resentment.
Your interactions in your relationships don't happen in a vacuum, and I wonder if your family's lack of support toward your past marriage is contributing to what you feel -- especially if there's an expectation to "be normal" now that your ex is out of the picture. It's important to process these emotions to clearly understand what you want right now and move forward.
Guilt is not uncommon in families where it's expected each person will prioritize it. In your case, you want to do right by your mom and sibling. When you step out of your expected role, it's natural to worry that you are doing something "wrong." However, you have to interrogate your guilt and get clarity on your values. This may mean the way you value "family" is different for you -- and your daughter -- than it is for your mom or sibling. You may also find that how you envision being a "good daughter" or "good sister" is different from what your family believes to be true about these roles. You may find that your guilt is rooted in simply wanting something different from what is expected of you, but this does not inherently mean you are doing something wrong.
With that said, there are other things to think about. Is there a compromise of how long your mom could stay with you to give your sibling a break? Are there some, but not all, vacations your mom could join? And most important, is there a deeper conversation you can have with your sibling about a long-term plan so everyone's needs are met? Take some time -- alone, with a trusted friend, or even with a professional -- to really think through what you are okay with, what you are willing to compromise on, and what you are absolutely unwilling to tolerate or negotiate.
Then in a one-on-one conversation with your sibling, you can start by saying something like, "After thinking this through, I have decided I don't want mom to move in with me and [daughter]. Can we discuss alternative plans together?" Or, "I've spent time thinking about this and want to share what would work for me when it comes to Mom. I also want to hear what you want so we can come up with a solution together." In case you encounter pushback, be prepared with something succinct and clear that you can repeat to stand in your boundary. This may be, "I know it may not make sense to you but this is what is best for me." Or, "[Daughter] and I are navigating a major transition, and I believe it's best for us to do this alone right now."
Ultimately, you may be disappointing your family to protect your priorities -- your daughter and your mental health. However, when your needs and desires are conflicting with those of your family, the healthy solution is compromise and finding a way to bridge these differences. The unhealthy solution is one person having to forgo their needs or desires. And the painful solution is disconnecting from the relationship because there is no mutually agreed-upon solution.
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Critic's Notebook
This church cafeteria is a soulful constant in an ever-changing D.C.
At Saint's Paradise Cafeteria, customers and employees have spent decades fostering a space where all are welcome.




By Elazar Sontag | 2025-12-18
When Oscar Franklin moved to Washington from Bentonville, Arkansas, in 2001, a new co-worker approached him with an invitation: "You need to come to the church." What she really meant was that he needed to come to Saint's Paradise Cafeteria, a breakfast and lunch counter attached to the United House of Prayer for All People, a towering gold-domed church that's operated in the Mount Vernon Square neighborhood for nearly 100 years. So he went to church.
"The cafeteria's been pretty much the same the 24 years that I've been coming here," says Franklin, now 49, who still shows up as often as four times a week for a lunch of baked chicken, candied yams and green beans.

The cafeteria is attached to the United House of Prayer for All People in Washington. Despite the words printed on the awning, long-timers know the restaurant as Daddy Grace. 


At another restaurant, this kind of patronage would be enough to get your photo on the wall or maybe a sandwich named in your honor. Here, it's the norm, the lifeblood of a restaurant that treats the passage of time as a mere suggestion.
The day after we met in line, Franklin texted me an update and a photo: back at Saint's Paradise, waiting patiently in that familiar procession of hungry regulars. "You can always expect a good meal," he says. "It's the consistency that you learn to lean into." I know what he means. My first visit to Saint's Paradise came less than a week after I moved to D.C. earlier this fall and, like Franklin all those years ago, I found somewhere to plant roots. To start creating a new rhythm.

Top: A lunch complete with fried whiting, macaroni and cheese made with the recipe of longtime congregant Justine Simmons, and a slice of cake. Bottom: Fried chicken, collard greens and yams. 


The cafeteria, located to one side of the church against an airy indoor courtyard, was open to congregants by the 1960s and by the early 1980s had expanded to feed the public. A red awning above the entrance reads Saint's Paradise Cafeteria, but long-timers know this as Daddy Grace.
Inside, little shifts from month to month or year to year, save for seasonal decorations that make the spare dining room bright and cheerful. With Thanksgiving around the corner, orange place mats and plastic leaves in fall colors appeared in festive arrangements on each table. When I returned on the first blustery day of snow in early December, they'd been replaced with candy-cane-striped plates and pine cones. Baubles floated from the rafters.

Saint's Paradise manager Alicia Guy has attended the church and worked there on and off for more than four decades. 


Still, for all its cozy sameness, this time capsule of a restaurant faces similar headwinds to every other place in town. "Our bills have gone up," says Alicia Guy, the cafeteria's 64-year-old manager, who has attended the church and worked on and off at Saint's Paradise since 1981. "But we try to keep our prices minimized so that people can afford them." Some dishes cost as little as $4.99 before tax, but nothing lasts forever: The $5.99 lunch special former Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema wrote about in 2008 now costs $9.99.
The makeup of diners who flood the cafeteria each day has also changed with the demographics of the city. "It used to be all African American ... because that's what the neighborhood was," Guy says. "Now the neighborhood has changed. So you see all nationalities."
I've rubbed elbows with more or less everyone during the lunch rush, as people line up at the ATM (Saint's Paradise is cash-only) and then form a queue to order: members of the church, construction workers and security guards and nearby office employees, even cooks from other restaurants sneaking in a quick meal. Though I've yet to spot Secret Service, the cafeteria has hosted its share of political leaders and candidates over the years, too. Guy is happy when anyone finds Saint's Paradise for the first time. "This cafeteria means more than life to me," she says. "We want it to be a five-star restaurant."

Lunch brings a rush of customers to the cafeteria. 



Even at the cafeteria's busiest, the warm staff at Saint's Paradise don't hurry customers through the line. 



Annie Meade clears tables as diners leave after the lunch rush. 


As Black-owned soul food restaurants shutter across D.C., Saint's Paradise carries on a tradition of homestyle Southern cooking that has become harder to find around here. For decades, churchgoers have contributed their most prized recipes to a crowdsourced menu that reads like a living history of this congregation.
Lonnie Shepard, the cafeteria's chef of many years, specializes in baked meats and collard greens chopped by hand and stewed until all of their fibrous fight gives out. Longtime congregant Justine Simmons is responsible for enormous hotel trays of macaroni and cheese, string beans cooked until meltingly soft, and luscious gravy that does right by smothered pork chops. On Fridays, Guy steps in for her specialty: crab cakes. Each is the size of a baseball, the breading fried hard into a crackling armor that protects sweet meat, lightly seasoned and unencumbered by needless fillers.
Typically, over the course of three visits to a restaurant for a more traditional review, I'm able to eat my way through at least a good chunk of the menu. I'm five lunches in at Saint's Paradise and barely scratching the steam table. Behind a glass partition are trays upon trays of glistening meat loaf, fried shrimp presented in orderly piles, cubes of beef liver smothered in onions, plus pigs' feet and turkey wings and chicken legs galore. And oh, the desserts! I've stuffed myself full of dense carrot cake and banana pudding as sweet and bright as a Laffy Taffy, but I've yet to try a ruby-toned piece of devil's food cake or sunny slab of Bundt or any number of green and pink and pale yellow slices stacked in plastic containers behind the counter.
It would take me years to eat every combination, to decide for certain whether I prefer my smothered pork chops with candied yams and slow-cooked cabbage or rice and green beans. Though so little changes in this dining room, each visit brings new wonders.
I've come to savor my time in the slow-moving line. At peak lunch hours, it can stretch from the register to the back of the large dining room, plenty of time to ask the person ahead how long they've been coming here. (Almost definitely longer than you.)

The volunteers at Saint's Paradise treat each other with the delicate combination of love and gentle ribbing that can only be cultivated over many years together. 



The $5.99 lunch special former Post food critic Tom Sietsema wrote about in 2008 now costs $9.99, a sign of the rising costs impacting even this time capsule of a restaurant. 


At the counter, church volunteers, mostly older women, dole out some of the truest hospitality in D.C. as they take orders and fill trays. They rush no one -- the worst you'll get for failing to have your order ready is a tender side-eye -- and know many of their customers' orders before words are exchanged. As they pass plates down the line and call for more cornbread or fried whiting from the kitchen, they treat each other with the delicate combination of love and gentle ribbing that can only be cultivated over so many years together.
"Sometimes the customers get on my nerves, and sometimes my sisters and brothers get on my nerves," says Lisa Shepard, who is married to Lonnie, the chef. The 65-year-old churchgoer has been operating this cash register for three decades, arriving at 5:30 a.m. each day to prepare for the breakfast crowd.
To spend even five minutes with Lisa is to know that any annoyance is feigned. When we sat down in early December, a customer had already brought her two Christmas gifts, including a bottle of Chanel perfume. She returns the kindness in abundance, putting her own money toward the cost of a meal when someone can't afford it. "As long as I can make somebody else happy," she says, "I feel good."
I always feel good when I leave Saint's Paradise. But my favorite part of lunch is the ritual that starts each meal: standing in line and striking up conversation, reciting my order and collecting my tray, holding out for a smile from behind the counter, then finding my way to my preferred table in the back left corner. It's simple but profound, this generosity to let a newcomer feel like they've been here all along.

Diners Renata Hill and Korey Hamilton say grace before their meal. 



During the holidays, the spare cafeteria is decked in festive decorations. 


601 M St. NW. 202-789-2289. No website. Hours: Open daily, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Prices: Most meals cost less than $15; the blue plate lunch special is $9.99. The restaurant is cash-only and has an ATM. Sound check: 70 decibels/Conversation is easy. Accessibility: Side entrance is accessible via short flight of stairs; entrance on M Street NW is accessible via ramp. Restroom is ADA accessible. Dietary considerations: Allergens are not listed on menus; few meat-free dishes are available.
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Eat Voraciously
Crescent roll dough is the shortcut to this cheesy, garlicky shareable bread
Using store-bought dough means these tear-and-share rolls are extra easy to get on your holiday table.

Cheesy Garlic Pull-Apart Rolls. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


By Daniela Galarza | 2025-12-18
This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
You could make a big roast for a holiday feast, or you could nibble on seven different fishes. You might opt for a shellfish stew, cozy chowder, big lasagna, sweet-and-sour fesenjan or gently spiced korma. As an accompaniment, I humbly offer these Cheesy Garlic Pull-Apart Rolls.
Get the recipe: Cheesy Garlic Pull-Apart Rolls
When I was a kid growing up in the 1990s, getting to buy a tube of Pillsbury crescent roll dough at the grocery store was a treat. I'd look forward to peeling off the outer wrapper to expose the seam that would burst, letting the puffy dough sheets escape onto the counter. When I wanted to eat them with salted butter and honey, I'd carefully roll each one into a crescent shape. But sometimes I stuffed them with something before they went into the oven: a dab of jam, a small knob of almond paste, a few chocolate chips.
As I got older, I grew a little snobby about store-bought dough. I had graduated from pastry school, after all. I knew how to make actual croissant dough from scratch, so I did -- for a while, at least.
Fast-forward some 15 years. With a quickly growing toddler to chase around, I'm back on crescent roll dough. Yes, it might technically be cheating, but it's also a taste of my childhood. It's a flavor I still love, and one I suspect my son will come to associate with his youth, too.
These days, I still like baking them plain. I also like turning them into a savory treat. That's how this recipe for rolls stuffed with butter, garlic and cheese came to be. With a side salad, they make a simple-but-special lighter meal. They could star in an appetizer spread with bowls of spiced nuts, dried fruit and olives. And, if you're hosting a big feast, serve them alongside as a special bread-based accompaniment.

Rolling the garlic- and cheese-stuffed dough sheets. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


To make them, you'll cook up a rich garlic-parsley butter in an oven-safe skillet. Then, unravel two tubes of crescent dough onto your counter. Spread the garlic butter on, and sprinkle a generous amount of shredded mozzarella on top. Roll the dough sheets back up without separating them into triangles. Use a sharp knife to cut them into individual, short, cylindrical rolls, then tuck them back into the same skillet you used to make the garlic butter. Bake until they're puffed and melty and smell like the most wonderful garlic bread you've ever smelled. As soon as they're cool enough to handle, serve them.
They're warm and warming -- an easy, and easy to love, treat for this time of year.
Get the recipe: Cheesy Garlic Pull-Apart Rolls
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Advice
Asking Eric: Facebook posts fracture friendship
Friends wants the letter writer "to censor what I post on Facebook on her behalf." 

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-12-18
Dear Eric: I have a friend who is on the opposite side of politics from me. She sent me this message: "After seeing your vile and disgusting lies on Facebook I have no desire to be friends with anyone on the left."
We have never approached any private political conversation as we recognize there is no convincing each other to change our thinking. We agree to disagree, but she wants me to censor what I post on Facebook on her behalf. I think she should pause notifications of my posts if she doesn't agree. I don't think it's fair of her to make these demands as she is the only friend who can't endure my daily assault with reposts. They are not directed personally at her. She rarely posts anything and if she does, she doesn't tag me. If she doesn't like what I post, then she shouldn't bother reading them.
This is the second time she has gotten so mad that she wouldn't speak to me for at least a year. The first time (20 years ago) was when I didn't realize that she had tucked a beaded necklace that she made inside something meaningless. I didn't realize and gave the odd present to Goodwill.
What's your take on all this?
-- At the End of My Rope
Rope: I think the necklace might be different from the Facebook situation, but the fact that it's bringing up a similar frustration in you may be an indication that the friendship has run its course. Even without the political differences, there may be a personality mismatch.
It's impractical to demand that another person censor their posts on social media. Frankly, most of what people post on social media is not that interesting (me included!) That's why "likes" exist. If you see something a friend posts that catches your interest (a meal, a child, an animal), you can like it. If it doesn't catch your interest, you can keep scrolling.
If she doesn't want to keep scrolling or to mute you, I don't think you have a responsibility to change anything if what you're posting makes you happy.
Dear Eric: I (64) have a sibling from whom I distance myself, but he (77) keeps poking the bear.
We have never been close, and I have no desire to tolerate his insults. He always had digs, nasty comments, insults. I would walk away and avoid him until he left.
As years went by, I avoided him, but our mom would always insist on a family dinner. Now he was good at saving face, no comments when mom or other family members were around but the moment we were stuck in the same room, insults flew.
I was a constant support for my mom until she passed. I figured I was done with him, too.
Well now he's trying to reach out to me. I have responded with "not gonna happen" and I wrote out all the grievances with details. Now he's been whining to my other brother (70) that I'm mean to him and does not understand why I hate him. Brother 2 had no idea this was happening in my life. I explained to 2 and gave a few excerpts, ones that really hurt. How can I get past this?
-- No Longer Insulted
No Longer: It's telling that your brother chose to, in your telling, whine to your other brother rather than try to clear the air with you. Even if he didn't agree with a single word of your letter, the natural thing to do is say, "I didn't realize you felt this way. Can we talk about it?"
Because he hasn't done this, it's hard to take his desire to reach out seriously. This isn't to say that he's not genuine. I have no way of knowing. But relationships aren't jukeboxes; you don't just plunk in a quarter and have a nice, family dinner pop out.
You ask how you can get past this. Part of the solution is accepting that you didn't get the support from your family that you needed and that wasn't fair. Your brother may have been good at putting up a front, but over the years someone must have seen something in him or in your avoidance. This isn't putting the blame on them; your brother is responsible for what he did. But there's likely a part of you that wants someone to acknowledge what happened.
If you don't want to hash this out with your brother (and I can see why you wouldn't), you might have to give yourself permission to disengage. You've responded and given him your reasons for not wanting to connect. He may not like it, but you don't have to make it okay for him.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2025/12/18/asking-eric-opposing-politics-facebook/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Advice
Carolyn Hax: Is it fair of anti-holiday spouse to ruin the season for the other?
Husband grew up amid constant arguing and developed such a dim view of holidays that the letter writer must do them alone.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-12-18
Dear Carolyn: Is it fair for my husband, who doesn't enjoy gifting and major holiday celebrations, to spoil them for me? He grew up in a family that argued 24/7, relentlessly. That was their primary style of communication, even on birthdays and special holidays, and everything came with a price tag.
I'm the opposite when it comes to entertaining, decorating, and the joy of finding creative, thoughtful presents for family and friends. He is more of an introvert. We're well off, but entertaining is too much effort and gift giving is a waste of money to him. Instead, he buys one big birthday and Christmas gift for himself every year.
Even though I try to make the most of each holiday on my own terms, it is still a deeply disappointing, inwardly lonely experience. To me, his outlook is incredibly selfish and narcissistic. I'm well aware that he may be incapable of change, but how do I rationally cope with my ongoing resentment toward his insensitivity?
-- Inwardly Lonely
Inwardly Lonely: "Fair" isn't fair.
It solves nothing.
Let's say I give you the validation you want: Your husband is being so unfair, not even trying to reflect your generosity!
Now what. Do you feel better?
Did he promise to put on some goofy elf sweater and mix up his "famous" spiked holiday punch (that he Googled an hour ago) and greet the neighborhood with you next Saturday, since that would be fair?
No. He's not that guy. Fair or not.
I'm sorry. Genuinely. In fact, I might wish he were that guy almost as much as you do -- because you want it so badly, yes, and I sympathize. But also because the reason he isn't outward-facing and host-y like you sounds ... awful. Imagine being so scarred from your verbally combative childhood that buying yourself a gift is the only tradition you're willing to risk.
You say narcissism, I say safety. Insurance against getting hurt.
It doesn't even matter, though, which of us is right. You choose to stay married, so you're choosing this about him, too.
If you want the resentment to ease, then I suggest you stop feeding it with hope for something other than what he has proved he can provide.
That's what it is to call his holiday avoidance "insensitivity," after all: hope. Or to say he may be "incapable of change." Or to use the active verb, "to spoil." These are all ways you encourage yourself to believe he's consciously denying your holiday joy, meaning he can easily choose otherwise -- thereby ensuring yourself a fresh letdown each season, each year.
Which brings up a whole other question: why you stay with someone you view as callous. I'd understand if you saw him as injured. (I'd understand, too, if this were just one bummer in an otherwise rewarding marriage.)
Again, pining for a change, any change, that shows no sign of coming is a torment -- for you, certainly. It may also be for your husband, depending on his awareness. That's how "fair" as a standard can be unfair to you both.
My suggestion for any persistent or recurring issue is the same. Either address it to your satisfaction (conversation, counseling, attorney), adapt to it (big travel, a club, a cause ... ? so many meaningful vessels for your good energy), or accept it and put it to rest. Anything but the torment of thinking your life "should" be something it's not.
Given your husband's history, counseling sounds like a gift. If he refuses to go, as I suspect he might, then make it your big Christmas gift to yourself.
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Advice
Miss Manners: My sister said, 'it looks like Santa threw up on my mantel.'
How does the letter writer respond to sister's mean-spirited comment about Christmas decorations?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-12-18
Dear Miss Manners: I am proud of my mantel Christmas display. I have a number of rustic Santa Claus figurines, and I wrap clear, twinkling lights around them. I have received compliments on the display.
My sister commented that it looks like Santa threw up on my mantel. I didn't know how to respond.
Trust Miss Manners: It is better for sibling relations that you did not have a snappy comeback like, "Yes. He had too much of your eggnog."
Dear Miss Manners: An acquaintance from church asked if I had any holiday plans. I mentioned that I was spending a couple of days visiting my father between Christmas and New Year's.
"Oh, that sounds like fun!" she enthused.
My father has been moved into a dementia ward this year. I have spent the last year in phone calls with him listening as he has slowly forgotten where I live (I moved here 30 years ago), what I do for a living (the same job for 27 years), and, sometimes, what we talked about five minutes earlier.
I am going to see him because it may well be the last time I do so while he still remembers me. I hope that it will not be a miserable time, but I am hard-pressed to describe it as "fun."
Is there a proper way to respond to a comment like this that reflects my somber feelings about the matter without coming across as though I intend to make the speaker feel guilty?
It seems right to clarify the situation: It will explain why you do not appear to be enthusiastic now, and it will allow her to strike the right tone if she inquires about the visit after the holidays.
Miss Manners would have you say something simple like, "Actually, he is not in good health, so it will likely be a bit difficult." But the tone is much more important than the words, and here you need to err on the side of not overemphasizing the negative: What you are looking for is serious, without being in any way funereal.
Dear Miss Manners: I used to love hosting dinner parties, bringing friends together for good food and lively conversation. But the fun has gone out of it because just about everyone tells me about their specific dietary preferences.
This one is vegetarian. (I can work with that.) That one requires gluten-free. Another has embraced keto, which means low carbs. One of my closest friends told me that he no longer eats cheese, or any other dairy, out of animal welfare concerns. Someone else avoids sugar.
I stopped inviting one acquaintance who is vegan, even though he's delightful company. It's just too much trouble! I'm happy, of course, to accommodate serious food allergies. But is there a way to ask people to put aside their "preferences" so that I can prepare an inspired menu?
You could try billing it as a foodie event, whatever that is. But will that protect you from hearing about how much everyone doesn't like eggplant? Or how affectionate octopus are? Or restore any of the fun? Probably not.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Food
15 gluten-free holiday cookies to spread the joy far and wide
These gluten-free holiday cookies include a wide array of flavors and ingredients.

(Justin Tsucalas; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


By Becky Krystal, Kari  Sonde, Aaron Hutcherson | 2025-12-18
If the holidays are the season for giving and sharing, it's only right to be as inclusive as possible. So even if you can indulge in as many flour-filled treats as you want this time of year, not everyone can. The great news is that gluten-free cookies and confections are just as fun to make and share -- and are just as delicious.
Here we've collected some of our favorite recent gluten-free holiday treats. They span a variety of flavors and styles, whether you're interested in chocolate or coconut, drop cookies or bars, and more. Nut flours often feature prominently in gluten-free baking, but not all these recipes use them, and some include options for making them nut-free.
Substituting gluten-free flour for regular all-purpose in other recipes often works, but not all the time. So especially if you're relatively new to gluten-free baking, know that these recipes were designed to forgo wheat from the start. One note: Several of these recipes use oats, but not all oats may be gluten-free because they are processed in facilities that also handle wheat. So look for certified gluten-free oats if that's an issue.
Need more gluten-free cookie ideas? Filter for results in our Holiday Cookie Generator and discover more options over in our database of more than 10,000 recipes.
Above. Inspired by candy canes, these cookies start with a vanilla shortbread cookie dough, then half is mixed with cocoa powder, powdered freeze-dried raspberries or matcha powder to create different colored stripes. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


The no-bake Filipino shortbread cookies taste like a tropical holiday thanks to a combination of freeze-dried mango and raspberry. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


All you need are four ingredients -- egg yolks, confectioners' sugar, walnuts and ground cardamom -- to make these crispy treats traditionally served for Nowruz, or Persian New Year. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Fudgy cookies surround a rich and fruity ganache in a treat that would look right at home nestled in a gift box. They're great even if you decide to skip the ganache or swap in a store-bought filling of your choice. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Almonds, chickpea flour and oats form the dough in these gluten-free cookies that are also vegan. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Oat flour is the backbone behind this clever gluten-free, vegan and nut-free cookie that uses one dough to create an eye-catching, tricolor treat. Get the recipe.

(Justin Tsucalas; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


Coconut macaroons are a popular gluten-free treat, and this version ups the flavor ante by adding sesame seeds and two forms of ginger to the mix. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Dates are the MVP of these adorable layered oat-base squares that use no added sugars. (Ditto these Pignoli Cookies, which also use raisins and figs.) If you have a nut allergy, swap in more tahini for the peanut butter; for a sesame allergy, swap in peanut butter for the tahini. Vegan? Use a nondairy butter. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This version of the beloved Indian confection is another gluten-free and vegan option. Instead of cashews, try walnuts, pecans or almonds. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


The Indian holiday of Holi inspired the vivid hues of these treats that rely on two main ingredients -- coconut and sweetened condensed milk -- but, of course, the rainbow of possibilities is ideal for the festive winter season. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


These gorgeous amaretti cookies are made with almond flour and egg whites, which give them a nutty flavor and chewy texture. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Use your favorite gluten-free flour blend to make these thick bars studded with nuts and dates. No nuts? Swap in pumpkin or sunflower seeds, or just leave them out. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Egg whites, confectioners' sugar, cocoa powder and cornstarch combine with pecans or walnuts to make these chewy cookies. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Almond meal makes up the base of these cookies that use squash for an interesting twist. The dough is then rolled in the optional pine nuts, shredded coconut and/or sugar that's been scented with ground cloves. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This is a classic that everyone -- gluten-free or not -- will enjoy. A combination of white, milk and dark chocolate chips add a special touch for the holidays. Get the recipe.
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Food
Cooking chat: What's one kitchen remodel aspect everyone forgets about?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

BETHESDA, MD - NOVEMBER 12: 
View of the kitchen in the house remodeled after this 1930s Cape Cod was crushed by a falling tree, in Bethesda, MD. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-12-18
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Looking for more? Read on below:
	TK STORY
	TK STORY
	TK STORY

Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Live Chats
Dining chat: Is it rude to ask restaurant staff to turn the music down?
Washington Post food critic Elazar Sontag entertains your restaurant questions, rants and raves.

(The Washington Post)


By Elazar Sontag | 2025-12-17
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Nourish
These gingerbread pancakes will make any morning feel like a holiday
Topped with a decadent date sauce and a dollop of whipped cream, these whole-grain pancakes make a nourishing breakfast.

Gingerbread Pancakes With Date Caramel Drizzle. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky) 


By Ellie Krieger | 2025-12-17
This recipe reminds me of those vintage Looney Toons cartoons where the aroma of something cooking lifts Bugs Bunny off his feet and into midair. He blissfully floats along, surrendering to the fragrant current, until he reaches its source and devours the dish.
Similarly, the wafting scent of cinnamon, ginger and cloves when these pancakes are cooking lures everyone into the kitchen in the same intoxicating way, setting the cozy, relaxed mood that makes holiday mornings so treasured and sparking anticipation of the deliciousness to come.
Get the recipe: Gingerbread Pancakes With Date Sauce
These pancakes aren't just enticing -- with their gingerbread essence and decadent date sauce -- they are nutritious too, made with a mix of whole grain and almond flours, protein-rich milk and eggs and no refined sugar.

(Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky) 


Instead, the pancakes are lightly sweetened with molasses, which imparts a quintessential gingerbread depth of flavor, as well as minerals, such as iron, calcium and magnesium.
But it's the date sauce decadently dolloped on top that makes the pancakes stand out as a real treat. A puree of dates, milk and a touch of salt delivers a sweet, fruity flavor that's reminiscent of caramel, along with the dried fruit's fiber and essential minerals. (The sauce can be made in advance, and is also delicious dolloped over ice cream or as a dip for apple slices.)
Topped with whipped cream for extra-festive flair, these pancakes are a memorable and nourishing treat for holiday mornings, or anytime you crave a special breakfast.
Get the recipe: Gingerbread Pancakes With Date Sauce
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Arts & Entertainment
Kennedy Center board votes to rename to 'Trump-Kennedy Center' 
Kennedy Center trustees, installed this year by President Trump, have voted to rename the center after him, said press secretary Karoline Leavitt.

President Donald Trump arrives for a showing of "Les Miserables" at the Kennedy Center on June 11. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


By Kelsey Ables, Janay Kingsberry | 2025-12-18
The board of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts has voted to rename the storied arts institution the "Trump-Kennedy Center," White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said on X on Thursday afternoon.
The Kennedy Center confirmed the vote in an email to The Washington Post. It was unclear whether such a change is legal.
"The Kennedy Center Board of Trustees voted unanimously today to name the institution The Donald J. Trump and The John F. Kennedy Memorial Center for the Performing Arts," wrote Roma Daravi, the center's vice president of public relations. "The unanimous vote recognizes that the current Chairman saved the institution from financial ruin and physical destruction. The new Trump Kennedy Center reflects the unequivocal bipartisan support for America's cultural center for generations to come."
The apparent change comes after months of President Donald Trump repeatedly joking about it, including at the Kennedy Center Honors earlier this month. It follows a year of upheaval at the center, after Trump overhauled the institution in February, sparking a wave of firings and resignations. Trump is chairman of the Kennedy Center board. Ticket sales have fallen sharply in the center's three largest venues, according to an October analysis by The Post.
"I was surprised by it. I was honored by it," Trump said at an executive-order signing Thursday afternoon. "You know, we've, we're saving the building. We saved the building."
He noted Congress's $257 million appropriation for repairs and maintenance at the center and recent private donations, adding: "This was brought up by one of the very distinguished board members, and they voted on it. And there's a lot of board members, and they voted unanimously."
"I was muted on the call and not allowed to speak or voice my opposition to this move," Rep. Joyce Beatty (D-Ohio), an ex officio member of the board, said in an X post.
"I'm devastated but not at all surprised," said a former center staff member, who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of reprisal. The president "has been floating that change since the beginning almost."
In her social media post, Leavitt congratulated the president, calling the move the result of "the unbelievable work President Trump has done over the last year in saving the building. Not only from the standpoint of its reconstruction, but also financially, and its reputation."

President Donald Trump took center stage as host of the Kennedy Center Honors on Dec. 7 and joked about renaming the center after himself.


"Congratulations to President Donald J. Trump, and likewise, congratulations to President Kennedy, because this will be a truly great team long into the future! The building will no doubt attain new levels of success and grandeur," she added.
Officials did not immediately cite an authority for the board's ability to change the institution's name.
The Kennedy Center is a public-private institution founded to be the nation's cultural center and a living memorial to President John F. Kennedy. Its founding statute mandates that the board "assure" that "no additional memorials or plaques in the nature of memorials shall be designated or installed in the public areas" of the building.
House Republicans have suggested renaming the building after the Trumps. Earlier this year, reviewing an amendment to a spending bill that would change the name of the Kennedy Center's Opera House to the "First Lady Melania Trump Opera House," David Super, a Georgetown law professor, told The Post that such a name change would require Congress's permission.
"That statute is pretty unequivocal, and I can't really find any loopholes in it that would allow this to happen," he said in July. "So I assume that's why they're pushing legislation rather than sending letters to the board or whatever."
Trump has inserted himself into the center's operations and image, and made himself host of its annual Honors event this month. When asked about renaming the center that night, Daravi said, "This is the Kennedy Center, and we are at the Kennedy Center [Honors]."
Asked the same question, Trump said, "It's not up to me. ... It's a really prestigious board, and that's up to them. I don't know what they're doing about that."
This is a developing story and will be updated.
Dan Diamond contributed to this report.
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Going Out Guide
The 39 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
A huge weekend of holiday happenings features Santa on water skis, holiday concerts from classical to carols, pop-up markets and seasonal film festivals. 

(Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin | 2025-12-18
This weekend is all about the holidays. Santa appears on water skis and aboard vintage streetcars. Hanukkah is celebrated with singles parties and events for kids. Concerts feature seasonal rockabilly, jazz, carols and Handel's "Messiah." There are seasonal movies on big screens all over the area. And if you still haven't found a gift for a loved one, try one of the many marketplaces sprouting across the DMV. Build a gingerbread house, sample seasonal beers or cocktails, watch a drag show or go on a pub crawl. Just don't sit home like a grinch.
Holiday movies
Whether you're into heartwarming Christmas films or edgier fare, you'll find it on big screens this week. The "Holiday Classics" series at AFI Silver Theatre in Silver Spring mixes a lineup of chestnuts like "It's a Wonderful Life" and "The Muppet Christmas Carol" with "Edward Scissorhands" and "Eyes Wide Shut." Jeremy Arnold, the author of "Christmas in the Movies," introduces select films Sunday through Wednesday, and there's a free screening of "Elf" on Christmas Eve. (Through Wednesday. Free-$14.) On Capitol Hill, the Miracle Theatre's Miracle on 8th Street is strong on family films, including matinees of "Elf," "The Polar Express" and "Miracle on 34th Street." (Through Dec. 28. $6-$8.)
Fried & Festive: A Chanukah Party at Sixth & I
Your kitschiest sweater is a requirement at the historic synagogue's Hanukkah celebration, which takes place on the fifth night of the eight-night holiday. Grab doughnuts and drinks before spinning the dreidel and casting your vote for the best latke topping (team sour cream or team applesauce?). The party is also a toy drive -- bring games, reusable water bottles, art supplies or other items from a wish list to benefit the DC Coalition Against Domestic Violence. 7 p.m. $18.
Fun with gingerbread houses
Haven't gotten around to making your gingerbread house yet? Thursday brings two chances to do so. Cork is known for its annual gingerbread decorating class for families, but this year, the wine shop on 14th Street NW has also created an adults-only gingerbread happy hour that allows participants to sip wine and snack on cheese while they get creative. (6 to 8 p.m. $60 for two adults.) A few blocks to the north, Santa is dropping into the annual gingerbread house competition at Franklin Hall, sponsored by Downeast Cider. Entry includes materials to build a house as well as cider, and there are prizes to be won. (7 p.m. $15 per kit, not per person.)
'The Snowy Day' at the Smithsonian's Discovery Theater
Read the charmingly illustrated winter tale by Ezra Jack Keats at home before heading to the Smithsonian Institution's S. Dillon Ripley Center to see the classic storybook come to life on the big screen. The film version of "The Snowy Day" includes voice talent from the likes of Laurence Fishburne, with a new plot that's geared toward kids ages 3 to 7. Some Smithsonian Associates showings are sold out, so act fast to snag tickets. 11:30 a.m. $3-$8.
Carol Sing-Along at Shaw's Tavern
For some people, Christmas carols and holiday songs are the best part of this time of year -- the stresses of holiday shopping and out-of-town visitors melt away when singing "Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer" or rum-pum-pumming through "The Little Drummer Boy." Every December, the vocalists of Shaw's Tavern's weekly piano bar and karaoke come together for a night of good old-fashioned caroling in the bar, singing everything from "All I Want for Christmas is You" to "Jingle Bells" as a group, with song lyrics provided if needed. (They probably won't be needed.) Arrive early for complimentary drinks as part of Shaw's customer appreciation night. 8 p.m. Free.
Opera on Tap's Winter Wonderland at Wonderland Ballroom
Talented opera singers perform selections from "Amahl and the Night Visitors," "The Gift of the Magi," "La Boheme" and Handel's "Messiah" during this wintry version of the monthly Opera on Tap night, but there's more modern seasonal music from "The Nightmare Before Christmas" and "Frozen," too. 7 to 9 p.m. Free; Donations accepted.
Portrait Gallery Reading Rhythms at the National Portrait Gallery
Bring your current book to the National Portrait Gallery's scenic and historic Great Hall for this organized gathering for bookworms. Periods of silent reading are mixed with group discussions and one-on-one opportunities to talk about what you're enjoying. 5:15 to 7 p.m. Free; registration required.
DC Brau Holiday Toy Drive at the Blaguard
It's the season of giving and receiving: The Blaguard in Adams Morgan is collecting new, unwrapped toys for students at the nearby Marie Reed Elementary School. Donate a toy and you'll be gifted a DC Brau beer. 5 p.m. Free.
Customer Appreciation Party at Pitchers
How does Pitchers thank customers for their loyalty? A performance and meet-and-greet with "Drag Race" contestant Willam; two hours of open bar on rail drinks and beer; and free hors d'oeuvres. (Not bad for a Thursday night.) Locals Cake Pop!, Crimsyn and Venus are also performing. Open bar from 7 to 9 p.m.; meet-and-greet for first 100 guests at 9 p.m.; show at 10 p.m. Free.
Caribbean Christmas at Tiki on 18th
Tiki on 18th is hosting the Naughty List, "A tropical Christmas pop-up," through Jan. 5, and the vibes will be even more tropical in Adams Morgan, with DJs spinning soca and dancehall as the rum-based tiki drinks flow. 9 p.m. to midnight. Free-$11.99.
Northeast Groovers at the Fillmore
The Northeast Groovers' seminal debut album "Straight From the Basement" marked them as go-go's next great hope for a national breakthrough, thanks to cranking rhythms from "The Posse" and a hip-hop edge. Packed with songs that are staples decades later, including "Van Damme," "The Water" and "The Twenty Minute Workout," it's still one of the genre's top studio recordings. The group is giving "Straight From the Basement" the "performed in its entirety" treatment at the Fillmore, alongside other staples from the era that didn't appear on the album. $45-$87.05.
A Very Rockabilly Christmas at Jammin Java
Rockabilly Rumble and guest Roxanne Cook spread the twangy spirit of the season through tunes by the Stray Cats, Chuck Berry, Johnny Cash and Brenda Lee, among others. The all-ages show includes a costume contest with prizes. 7 p.m. $21.
'A Very Alaska Christmas Show' at Howard Theatre
"RuPaul's Drag Race All Stars" winner and "Drag: The Musical" star Alaska returns with an all-new Christmas cabaret, a mix of seasonal songs, spoken word and no doubt over-the-top comedy. VIP meet-and-greet options are available for this Howard Theatre show. 8 p.m. $44.47-$54.47; VIP $116.57-$271.07.
Procrastinator's Market at Jackie Lee's
The Procrastinator's Market -- the clue is in the name, folks -- returns to Jackie Lee's in Brightwood, where a dozen makers and vendors -- think ceramics, fiber accessories, homeware and books -- set up shop while DJ Clamazon spins at the much-loved neighborhood hangout. Buy a gift for someone and receive a free drink from D.C. distillery Chacho. 6 to 10 p.m. Free
Falls Church Santa Pub Crawl
Ireland's Four Provinces, Clare & Don's, Audacious Aleworks and Harvey's are among the eight Falls Church establishments welcoming revelers with drink and appetizer specials on this neighborhood tour. Ugly sweaters and Santa costumes are the suggested attire. 5 p.m. Free.
Holly TrolleyFest at the National Capital Trolley Museum
Board a historic streetcar for a ride with Santa at the National Capital Trolley Museum's annual Holly TrolleyFest. Besides the one-mile ride with Santa outside the Colesville museum, there's a festive modern train layout, crafting for kids, and hot chocolate and treats. Saturday and Sunday from 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Monday from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. $12.
Belgian Holiday Bash at the Sovereign
Belgian brewers create strong, warming ales for the darkest, coldest time of the year, incorporating flavors like cherry, licorice, raisin and baking spices. Sample a selection of the best, including offerings from Straffe Hendrik, De Ranke, Scaldis and De La Senne, during the Sovereign's annual Belgian Holiday Bash. Beers are available in both full pours and tasters, for those who want to create their own seasonal flights. Noon until close. Free; beer prices vary.
Merry Market at Westbard Square
More than 40 vendors are bringing toys, jewelry, candles and dog treats (among other items) to the Merry Market at Bethesda's Westbard Square, where you'll also find live music and holiday activities. It's organized by URBNmarket, which also organized holiday pop-ups in the Mosaic District and downtown Bethesda. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
African Art Marketplace at the National Museum of African Art
Handcrafted art and gifts representing different regions of Africa are the focus of the African Art Marketplace at the Smithsonian's National Museum of African Art, which also features live music, drinks and tours of the galleries. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Rock'N'Shop at the Black Cat
Shop for vintage clothes, records, handmade crafts and other indie gems at the Black Cat's long-running Rock'N'Shop, while DJ Steven Faith and Les the DJ provide the soundtrack. 2 to 6 p.m. Free.
Cocoa and Cornbread Holiday Market at Pyramid Atlantic
Nubian Hueman curated this market full of Black woman-owned brands at Hyattsville's Pyramid Atlantic Art Center, which features hands-on activities like tea blending and scent making in addition to shopping. RSVPs are not required, but those who register in advance receive "a special treat." Noon to 5 p.m. Free; some activities may have an extra fee.
Dig Dug Dig Holiday Extravaganza
The paved Metropolitan Branch Trail is a fun way to go on a brewery crawl in warm weather, and this weekend, it's used to link multiple holiday markets and activities. The Dig Dug Dig Holiday Crawl takes in four venues: Lost Generation Brewing, Bryant Street Market, Metrobar and City-State Public House, each with their own things to do: Lost Gen has a "holiday themed dog fashion show"; City-State is hosting a cookie contest and swap; Bryant Street has a "Procrastinator's Market"; and Metrobar is the destination for DJs and hot outdoor drinks. The event takes place over two days if you don't have time to hit everything in one afternoon. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free.
The Peach Pit Holiday Party at DC9
The long-running Peach Pit all-'90s party at DC9 will keep you moving year-round, but it feels special in December, when DJ Matt Bailer gets to break out the decade's biggest holiday hits: TLC's "Sleigh Ride," "Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays" by 'N Sync, oh, and a song or two by Mariah Carey. Or the Backstreet Boys. That's in addition to all the jock jams, slow dances and not-so-guilty pop pleasures that you can take. 10 p.m. $10 before midnight, $15 after.
Winter Royalty Ball at As You Are
Come dressed in icy blues, earmuffs and snowflake sparkles to the Capitol Hill LGBTQ bar's annual winter ball. The best dressed is crowned Snow Queen; DJ MIM provides the soundtrack. 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
Fairytale of D.C.: A Shane MacGowan Tribute at Pie Shop
Since Shane MacGowan's passing in late 2023, the Pie Shop has hosted an annual tribute to the Pogues's front man, with bands performing their favorite tunes from the Pogues's songbook as well as traditional Irish music. 8 p.m. Free.
Cleveland Park Santa Bar Crawl
Dig out your Santa hat, elf ears and/or holiday sweater for the return of Cleveland Park's mini take on Santa Con. Four neighborhood spots -- Laredo, Buffalo & Bergen, Fat Pete's and Nanny O'Briens -- offer exclusive drink specials and holiday-themed surprises. The trail begins at Lardeo and moves to a new bar each hour. 6 to 10 p.m. $28.52.
Arlington Drafthouse Holiday Movie Festival
Spend a lazy Sunday soaking in the holiday spirit at the Arlington Drafthouse's Holiday Movie Festival. The all-day marathon starts with "The Polar Express" and ends with the horror film "Krampus," by way of "Home Alone," "Miracle on 34th Street" and "National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation." Stay for as much as you'd like, and the best holiday outfits win prizes. 12:30 to 10 p.m. $13; $7 for ages 13 and younger.
Chanukah Story Trail and Gelt Drop at Lincoln Park
Listen to a reading of the educational Hanukkah storybook "If the Candles Could Speak," accompanied by a soundtrack, before gathering for a Hanukkah dream come to life: a Giant Gelt Drop, where the chocolate coins will rain down from the top of a fire truck, at the corner of Massachusetts Avenue and 11th Street NE. The outdoor program wraps with a menorah lighting and Hanukkah sing-along. 4 to 5 p.m. Free.
Profs and Pints: How the Nutcracker Came to Life at Crooked Run Fermentation
"The Nutcracker" is among the most famous -- and challenging to produce -- ballets in popular culture, but its 200-year-old origins are little known. Brittany Warman, a former professor and co-founder of the Carterhaugh School of Folklore and the Fantastic, brings a scholarly talk to Crooked Run on the earlier versions of the story, German Romanticism and the existing folklore E.T.A. Hoffmann used to write his originating novel. 5:30 to 8 p.m. $15.
Girls Rock DC! Holiday Sing-Along at Jackie Lee's
D.C. music nonprofit Girls Rock DC! throws its annual holiday party -- a sing-along of seasonal favorites -- at Jackie Lee's in Brightwood Park. Note that, though the event benefits a youth organization, the fundraiser is 21-plus.  7 to 10 p.m. Suggested donation $20.
Holiday Cabaret at Red Bear Brewing
Capital Cabaret performs seasonal favorites accompanied by a live piano at the NoMa beer hall, where you can grab seasonal brews and hot ciders. 3 to 5 p.m. Free.
Holiday Drag Brunch at Hank's Oyster Bar
Hank's Dupont location -- the site of holiday pop-up Sippin' Santa -- invites you watch some holiday-themed drag performances featuring Dixie Crystal and other drag kings and queens. Food and drinks are available a la carte. 1 to 3 p.m. $22.20.
A Christmas Brass Spectacular at the Birchmere
The Capitol Bones are an unusual big band. Anchored by a pair of bass trombones and a trio of tenor trombones, the sound is bold and brassy, in the vein of Stan Kenton's trailblazing jazz ensembles. Expect to hear swinging arrangements of holiday favorites by Kenton, Duke Ellington, Vince Guaraldi and others at this annual concert, featuring the rich vocal stylings of Lena Seikaly. 7:30 p.m. $39.50.
School's Out: Winter House Design Workshop at the National Building Museum
Instead of stacking graham crackers into a decorative building, the National Building Museum's Winter House Design Workshop offers kids the chance to build a not-so-sweet gingerbread house made out of wood. The morning begins with a tour of the museum designed for kids -- the program is meant for ages 6 to 10, but all are welcome -- before participants build, decorate and put their own unique touches on these wooden houses. 10:30 a.m. to noon. $10-$20.
TOB 21st Anniversary Show at Songbyrd
Over the last two decades, TOB -- Take Ova Band -- has filled many roles in D.C. TOB has was named "Band of the Year" at the D.C. Go-Go Awards in 2007; been a leader in the bounce beat genre, which grew in popularity in the early 2010s; and performances during the "Don't Mute D.C." protests and the Million Moe March on either side of the pandemic. The group celebrates 21 years on the scene at Songbyrd, where it's kicking off "Anniversary Week" with an all-ages show featuring a number of special guests. 7 p.m. $27.04-$38.63.
Monster Movie Monday: 'Anaconda' at Comet Ping Pong
There are a lot of holiday films this week (see Thursday and Sunday above), but if you want to watch something that isn't cheery and seasonal, may we suggest "Anaconda"? No, not the Paul Rudd/Jack Black vehicle that drops on Christmas Day, but the 1997 original with an over-the-top performance by Jon Voight, with J-Lo and Ice Cube in supporting roles. Thankfully, there's plenty of beer and pizza to enjoy at Comet while you watch and groan at the special effects. Seating is first-come, first-served; get there early to watch old trailers and clips before showtime. 6:30 p.m. Free.
Sing-Along 'Messiah' at the Kennedy Center
Since 1971, the Kennedy Center has hosted one of the city's favorite free traditions: a sing-along to Handel's oratorio with members of the Kennedy Center Opera House, guest soloists and a 150-person chorus. The noisy affair is led by Nancia D'Alimonte, the founder and music director of NIH Philharmonia. Tickets are free, but the performance in the Concert Hall is currently standing room only. 6 p.m. Free.
Waterskiing Santa in Old Town Alexandria
One of the Washington area's most unusual and wonderful holiday celebrations turns 40 on Christmas Eve, when Waterskiing Santa -- and a flotilla of reindeer, elves and characters including Frosty and the Grinch on wakeboards and personal watercraft -- returns to the Alexandria waterfront for an amusing holiday show. Waterfront Park offers the best views, and the performers mingle with kids when they return to dry land. 1 p.m. Free.
The Bagel Ball at Public Bar Live
When many of the city's bars shut their doors early on Christmas Eve, the party at Dupont Circle's Public Bar will just be getting started. Jewish 22- to 45-year-olds are invited to an evening of drink specials, "heavy snacks" (including bagels) and dancing. If it gets too hectic on the main floor, the second level provides a quiet escape with playing cards and board games. 9 p.m. $31.80-$37.10.
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Movies
We didn't need a third Avatar. But I'm still glad we got one.
"Avatar: Fire and Ash" may have a convoluted plot, but James Cameron's direction makes it a worthwhile trip to the movies.

In "Avatar: Fire and Ash," Neytiri (Zoe Saldana) and Jake Sully (Sam Worthington) must once again team up to protect their beloved planet, Pandora, from colonizing humans. (20th Century Studios)


By Sonia Rao | 2025-12-17
Before we begin, please take a deep breath in and hold ...
"Avatar: Fire and Ash," the third and latest film in James Cameron's epic series about the big blue aliens, picks up where its predecessor left off: Jake Sully (Sam Worthington) and his native Na'vi wife, Neytiri (Zoe Saldana), mourn their oldest child, Neteyam (Jamie Flatters), who died in the last major conflict with malevolent colonizing humans. Jake blames himself, as does the couple's surviving son, Lo'ak (Britain Dalton). But they must quickly set their grief aside to handle a new threat from Jake's returning enemy, Col. Miles Quaritch (Stephen Lang), a human who died in the first film and was resuscitated in Na'vi form -- but still fights for the species known to the Na'vi as the "Sky People." Quaritch finds an ally in Varang (Oona Chaplin), leader of the Mangkwan, a tribe of ash-covered, fire-wielding Na'vi rebels enamored with the Sky People's shiny guns.
... and release. (Now multiply the minute that passed by seven, and that's about how long Kate Winslet held her breath underwater for the last Avatar movie. The dedication!)
If this plot sounds ludicrous to you, congratulations: You just saved yourself over three hours because, all these years later, you are still not the target audience for Cameron's fantastical treatise on the human destruction of natural beauty and wonder, the latest installment of which he co-wrote with Rick Jaffa and Amanda Silver, based on a story they created with Josh Friedman and Shane Salerno. But if you emerged from all that blather unscathed, you might as well stick around. "Avatar: Fire and Ash," an unfocused narrative that operates as more of a Part 2 to 2022's "The Way of Water" than it does its own film, is another visual spectacle that manages to deepen the audience's connection to the planet our Na'vi heroes hold so dear.
While Jake and Quaritch's long-standing feud represents a greater war between species, they technically spend much of "Fire and Ash" fighting over a human teenager named Miles "Spider" Socorro (Jack Champion). Spider, Quaritch's biological son who admires the Na'vi so much that he also wears his hair in dreadlocks, has lived with the Sully family since the last film. Quaritch doesn't care about Spider's moral inclinations and tries to bring him back to the dark side. Jake resists this effort, in part because he cares for Spider but also because he worries the boy will teach humans how to thrive on Pandora, a planet with air they cannot breathe, thus bolstering the takeover.
If I'm being honest, I don't really care about Spider. He is far less intriguing a character than his best friend, Jake and Neytiri's adopted daughter Kiri (Sigourney Weaver, voicing a child for reasons that are far too complicated to get into right now), who possesses an unusually strong connection to the Na'vi deity Eywa -- essentially, Mother Earth. But Spider's presence becomes a fascinating point of contention between Jake and Neytiri, putting a strain on their interspecies marriage. (Remember, Jake only appears to be Na'vi because his human consciousness was transferred to his avatar. Well, try to remember, anyway.)
"I hate their pink little hands. I hate the insanity in their minds," Neytiri says of humans, lashing out in anger at her husband after realizing Quaritch's human forces -- of which Jake was once a member -- will never stop coming after them. It is just as insane a line of dialogue, but Saldana sells it. That Neytiri's explosive anger comes through in this scene, in addition to the pained facial expression Jake sports in response, is a credit to both actors and the franchise's always-advancing motion capture technology.

The new character Varang (Oona Chaplin) appears in "Avatar: Fire and Ash." (20th Century Studios)


"Fire and Ash" introduces a terrific new antagonist in Varang, a nihilist whose followers are genuinely quite frightening. The Na'vi reject firearms, warning that using the Sky People's weapons will poison your heart, which makes Varang's stark embrace of machine guns all the more off-putting. Franchise newcomer Chaplin (the granddaughter of Charlie!) relishes Varang's villainy, playing it up with exaggerated body movements and wide grins. The character uses violence and feminine wiles to seduce Quaritch, an odd romantic pairing that further establishes his deranged thirst for power.
Some of my previous grievances with the Avatar movies persist: There are too many plot points to recall from years ago, though I guess it makes more sense to skirt over explanation than bog down an already lengthy film with tedious expository dialogue. While the Na'vi language was developed by a professional linguist, it remains distracting that the Na'vi characters speak English with different accents -- inspired by Indigenous communities from around our world -- even when they're from the same tribe.
Storylines get tangled, like vines that snap beneath the characters' footsteps as they run through vividly rendered rainforests. A whole subplot involving Payakan, a whalelike creature who was cast out of his tulkun pod for violently avenging the death of his mother, seems to exist only to set up a dramatic fight scene later on.
But once that fateful battle finally begins -- seriously, make sure you visit the bathroom before sitting in the theater -- you will no longer care why or how they got there. Cameron directs the hell out of a climactic action sequence. Similar to the indelible "Titanic" shipwreck scenes, which probably won Cameron all three of his Oscars (for best picture, director and film editing), this one is expertly paced. The frenetic energy of its arrow-shooting and boat-exploding amps up anxiety, while gorgeous visuals of dusky skies and sparkling water lapping up on the shore remind you of what the Na'vi fight to protect. Cameron is such an earnest purveyor of this story that you, too, cheer for the humans' demise (even when they answer to a general played by Edie Falco).
Have I mainlined shimmering blue Kool-Aid? Attached the neural network of my braid (or a kuru, as the Na'vi call it) to some sort of hypnotizing Pandoran life source? Perhaps. I don't mean to suggest that we need the fourth and fifth Avatar movies Cameron previously planned. The plot simply doesn't have enough juice.
But if he does end up making them, I expect to be riding a tulkun back to the multiplex in approximately four to five years. This alien world is too gorgeous to resist.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains violence, bloody images, strong language and suggestive material. 195 minutes.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/2025/12/17/avatar-fire-ice-review/
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Arts & Entertainment
Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

The National Portrait Gallery. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-12-17
The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM "A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM "LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM "Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS "Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through March. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee, & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY "Imagining Shakespeare: Mythmaking and Storytelling in the Regency Era," through Aug. 2. Seen on view together for the first time since London's Boydell Shakespeare Gallery closed in 1805, 14 paintings depict pivotal scenes from William Shakespeare's plays while also speaking to how the playwright was refashioned into a cultural icon.
"Contemporary Art at the Folger,"  though April. Small solo exhibitions feature the work of four recent artist fellows at the Folger Institute. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Enduring Traditions: Celebrating the World of Textiles," through Dec. 20. The museum marks its centennial by exploring the cultural significance of its globe-spanning collection.
"Capital Accommodations," through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN "From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN "Basquiat x Banksy," through Jan. 19. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Nov. 29. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
KREEGER MUSEUM "Anonymous Was a Woman," through Jan. 31. An exhibition highlighting the work of local artists Jae Ko, Linn Meyers, Joyce J. Scott and Renee Stout, all of whom have been awarded the Anonymous Was a Woman grant. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS "Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through Feb. 28. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through July 4. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The Chronicles of Narnia author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition.
"Dead Sea Scrolls," through Sept. 7. An exhibition featuring biblical texts and scrolls from the community at Qumran in the West Bank, plus artifacts that exemplify life and Judaism during the Second Temple period. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON Three exhibitions are on view through Jan. 25: "Hedieh Javanshir Ilchi: Here the Waving Flag. Here the Other World"; "Global Spotlight: Tactics for Remembering"; and "Joey Enriquez: As I Look Towards What Could Have Been Mine." 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org
*NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM Five new galleries are ongoing amid the museum's renovations: "Aerospace and Our Changing Environment," "Futures in Space," "Boeing Milestones of Flight," "Barron Hilton Pioneers of Flight" and "World War I: The Birth of Military Aviation." Sixth Street and Independence Avenue SW. airandspace.si.edu
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM "Road to Revolution," through April 30. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence.
"The American Story," ongoing. A redesign of the museum's permanent exhibits highlights an 1823 stone engraving of the Declaration of Independence, George Washington's annotated copy of the Constitution and more. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Coming Together: Reimagining America's Downtowns," ongoing. A multimedia exploration of how lessons learned during the pandemic are shaping the future of American city centers.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART "Photography and the Black Arts Movement, 1955-1985" through Jan. 11. Featuring 150 artworks, this exhibition explores photography that captured the civil rights movement and its enduring impact.
"American Landscapes in Watercolor From the Corcoran Collection," through Feb. 1. An exhibition showcasing 30 American landscape and nature studies that date from 1800 to 1991.
"The Stars We Do Not See: Australian Indigenous Art," through March 1. Nearly 200 works form the largest exhibition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art ever shown outside Australia.
"Back and Forth: Rozeal., Titian, Cezanne," through April 26. The striking similarities between Titian's 16th-century works and paintings by Rozeal. and Paul Cezanne are highlighted.
"In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 2. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov.
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE "Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART "Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," ongoing. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities.
"Visionary: Viewpoints on Africa's Arts," ongoing. An installation organized around seven viewpoints designed to shape the manner in which African art is experienced.
"Currents: Water in African Art," ongoing. Artworks from the museum's permanent collection underscore water's role as a potent cultural force. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY "Corazon y Vida: Lowrider Culture," ongoing. This exhibition about lowriders -- custom cars with elaborate paint jobs and hydraulics for bouncing -- includes photography, tools of the trade and two classic Chevy Impalas.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN "Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum.
"Making a Statement," through March. An installation of two gowns worn by Oscar-nominated actor Lily Gladstone.
"Water's Edge: The Art of Truman Lowe," through January 2027. This retrospective of the Ho-Chunk artist features minimalist sculptures made of willow branches, feathers and other organic materials.
"InSight: Photos and Stories from the Archives," ongoing. These photos, selected from more than half a million stewarded by the museum, offer intimate insight into Indigenous lives. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART "Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Korean Treasures: Collected, Cherished, Shared," through Feb. 1. A selection of objects, donated by the family of the late Samsung chairman Lee Kun-Hee, embody South Korea's artistic legacy.
"Cut + Paste: Experimental Japanese Prints and Photographs," through Feb. 22. An exhibition highlighting 17 boundary-pushing artists working in printmaking and photography.
"Reasons to Gather: Japanese Tea Practice Unwrapped," through April 26. A display of 11 historic tea utensils and accessories.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY "Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through May 11. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through June 2028. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "Women Artists From Antwerp to Amsterdam, 1600-1750," through Jan. 11. A collection of paintings, prints, embroidery, sculptures and other artworks highlights the work of 40-plus Dutch and Flemish women.
"Tawny Chatmon: Sanctuaries of Truth, Dissolution of Lies," through March 8. Selections from the photographic artist's latest series, "The Restoration" and "The Reconciliation," incorporate assemblage, embroidery, film and audio narrative.
"Remix: The Collection," through Oct. 25. Familiar collection favorites are displayed alongside recent acquisitions. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY "Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford.
"American Winners: Athletes and Entertainers Who Shaped the Nation," through March 1. More than 50 works from the gallery's collection highlight Americans at the pinnacle of athletic performance and creative expression.
"From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years," through June 7. An exhibition tracking the growth of the grand-scale, whole-plate photography format.
"Portrait of a Nation: 2025 Honorees," through Nov. 8. Steven Spielberg, Temple Grandin and Jamie Dimon are among those depicted in this annual exhibition spotlighting those who have made extraordinary contributions to American culture.
"Meserve Collection Highlights: Modern Prints From Mathew Brady's Portrait Negatives," through May 14, 2028. Nine prints from 19th-century negatives feature the likes of Abraham Lincoln, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ulysses S. Grant and more. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION "Out of Many: Reframing an American Art Collection," through Feb. 15. Artworks from the early 20th century to the present capture the people, cultures, landscapes and history of the United States. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY "State Fairs: Growing American Craft," through Sept. 7. More than 240 artworks, dating from the mid-19th century to the present, tell the personal stories of craft found on U.S. fairgrounds.
"Justin Favela: Capilla de Maiz (Maize Chapel)," ongoing. A site-specific installation lines the Rubenstein Grand Salon with gold fringe and pinata corncobs to highlight corn's role in North American visual culture. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*RUBELL MUSEUM "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM "Grandma Moses: A Good Day's Work," through July 12. Many of Anna Mary Robertson Moses's most celebrated works are featured in this exhibition highlighting the 20th-century folk artist, who didn't begin painting in earnest until her late 70s.
"Shahzia Sikander: The Last Post," through July 12. A 10-minute video artwork examines the East India Company's imperialist presence in South Asia and China from the 1600s to the 1800s.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through Dec. 6, 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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Washington Commanders
The seven Commanders who have the most to prove down the stretch
Washington has been eliminated from playoff contention, but these players could help themselves most during the final three games of the season.

(Elsa/Getty Images)


By Tom Schad | 2025-12-18

Ben Sinnott will continue to get more snaps at tight end with Zach Ertz injured. (Elsa/Getty Images)


At this time last year, the Washington Commanders were fighting for a spot in the playoffs and had every team goal within reach.
This year, the most important goals are already gone. With three games remaining, the Commanders sit at 4-10 and have been eliminated from playoff contention. Then, in a decision he described as "part medical and part team," Coach Dan Quinn announced Monday that quarterback Jayden Daniels has been shut down for the rest of the season after aggravating a left elbow injury.
The circumstances have lowered the stakes, but that doesn't mean Washington's final three games -- beginning with Saturday's matchup with the NFC East-leading Philadelphia Eagles -- aren't important, particularly for individual players. Some of the team's key veterans are on expiring contracts and looking to prove they deserve another deal, if not a raise. And there are second- and third-year players who are fighting for expanded roles in 2026.
"There are some young guys that we are developing and counting on to be heavy hitters," Quinn said Tuesday. "And they're still learning their way and getting better. And so that's important."
Here are seven players who have the most to prove over the season's final three weeks.
2025 stats: 65 catches, 604 yards, six total touchdowns (nine starts)
2026 contract status: Unrestricted free agent
Two months ago, re-signing Samuel probably would have been a no-brainer. It appears more complicated now. Though he has been a solid contributor and missed just one game to injury, Samuel hasn't looked like the explosive Swiss Army knife Washington hoped he would be. He has had just one catch of more than 30 yards and turned in a few key drops, including on fourth down in the end zone at Minnesota. His average yards after the catch, once a hallmark of his game, is at a career low. And since Week 4, his contribution in the running game has been nearly nonexistent: six carries for three yards.
There are plenty of reasons the Commanders would want to retain Samuel. Injuries to Terry McLaurin and Noah Brown forced him into an outside receiver role, limited his carries and allowed defenses to focus on him. He's still dangerous on kickoff returns. But he also is set to turn 30 next month, and he made $17.5 million this year. If Samuel hopes to sign a new deal in that ballpark, a few big plays or a breakout game down the stretch would significantly bolster his case.

Jer'Zhan Newton, an early second-round pick in 2024, has yet to fully establish himself. (Abbie Parr/AP)


2025 stats: 27 tackles, two tackles for loss, two sacks, one forced fumble (no starts)
2026 contract status: Entering Year 3 of four-year rookie contract; $2.66 million salary cap hit
The Commanders' defensive line appears due for an overhaul, and part of that process will be figuring out where Newton fits. The 23-year-old has been seen as a future starter because Washington used the 36th pick to draft him in 2024, but he hasn't played up to those expectations. Even with all the injuries to the defensive line, he hasn't played more than 23 snaps in any of the past four games. He racked up four tackles Sunday in a nice performance against the New York Giants, but he had just one total against Miami, Denver and Minnesota.
Quinn said last week that, in these final few games, he wants to continue to see Newton moving opposing guards and centers and creating havoc in the backfield. "That's where I think he's at his best, where he can penetrate and be aggressive," Quinn said. "I thought he has developed certainly from where camp is to where he is today, and we will see that over these next [few games] as well."
2025 stats: 81 carries, 372 yards, four rushing touchdowns (six starts)
2026 contract status: Restricted free agent
Rodriguez was a surprise inactive early in the year, and a groin injury kept him off the field Sunday. But in the weeks prior, he had seized the lead-back role and provided a nice spark, specifically with some churning runs between the tackles. He has averaged 4.8 yards per carry over his past three games.
The question isn't whether the Commanders' higher-ups view Rodriguez as a useful piece -- they almost surely do -- but instead whether, or how, he might factor into their 2026 plans. Jacory Croskey-Merritt has been less consistent than Rodriguez but is on an uber-cheap rookie deal, and pending free agent Jeremy McNichols has proved himself as a reliable third-down back, especially in pass protection. Given Rodriguez's contract status, the next three games could be a critical audition: a chance to prove himself worthy of a role in Washington's backfield next year -- or a roster spot on another team.

If Jake Moody is accurate down the stretch, the Commanders could be content at kicker. (Matt Krohn/AP)


2025 stats: 14 of 17 (82.4 percent) field goals made (six games with three teams)
2026 contract status: Exclusive rights free agent
Moody is effectively kicking for his job in the final few weeks. Signed last month as the replacement for Matt Gay, the former San Francisco 49ers kicker has made all five of his field goal attempts in three games with Washington -- including kicks of 46, 39 and 42 yards on a windy afternoon at the Giants' MetLife Stadium on Sunday. But he also doinked an extra point off the right upright, then hit the ensuing kickoff out of bounds.
The Commanders surely would love to get off the kicking carousel they have been on for the past two years. Cutting Gay, who had a guaranteed contract, to sign Moody was a show of faith. And it's important to remember that General Manager Adam Peters was part of the front office that spent a top-100 draft pick on him in San Francisco. Still, Moody has to prove it -- especially from 50-plus yards -- and give Washington a reason not to go back to the kicker market.
2025 stats: five catches, 77 yards, one touchdown (three starts)
2026 contract status: Entering Year 3 of four-year rookie contract; $1.97 million salary cap hit
The Commanders took Sinnott just 17 picks after they selected Newton in the 2024 draft. And he, like Newton, is viewed by fans through the lens of that second-round status. Sinnott largely has been buried on the depth chart, and he has gotten just 10 targets in 30 regular season games. But as tight ends coach David Raih noted last week, all 10 of those targets have been catches. "A lot of times, just because [young players] aren't getting a ton of production as far as ball distribution, it's not an indictment on the player," Raih said.
Sinnott has shown improvement as a blocker, and Raih praised his consistency. But with Zach Ertz sidelined with a torn ACL, the final three games are a much-needed opportunity for Sinnott as a pass-catcher. This is his chance to prove he can be more than a block-first third tight end and perhaps stake his claim for a larger role in 2026.
2025 stats: 37 tackles, six tackles for loss, two sacks, one forced fumble (13 starts)
2026 contract status: Entering final year of four-year extension; $26.2 million salary cap hit
No player on Washington's roster had a larger cap hit this year than Payne, and as of now no player is owed more money than he is next season. He has made some massive plays this year, most notably the safety against Dallas, and has been arguably the most consistent player on the defensive line. But his production, at least on paper, hasn't matched his salary. Among interior defensive linemen, he ranks 34th in tackles on designed run plays, 36th in tackles for loss and 75th in quarterback pressures, according to TruMedia.
Payne is just a few years removed from a Pro Bowl nod in 2022 and, at 28, he probably still has a few more seasons of prime production ahead. But given the salary considerations and the likelihood that Washington's roster will be in flux, he is probably the team's most logical trade chip. These final few games are a chance for Payne to reassert himself as a game-wrecking defensive tackle rather than merely a solid one.

Mike Sainristil got his fourth interception of the season last week. (Seth Wenig/AP)


2025 stats: 69 tackles, four interceptions, nine passes defended (11 starts)
2026 contract status: Entering Year 3 of four-year rookie contract; $2.1 million salary cap hit
Sainristil is playing for his 2026 role rather than his spot on the team. With four interceptions on the year -- more than every other player on the team combined -- he already has emerged as the most prolific playmaker in the secondary. These last few games are more about proving himself as a viable starting outside cornerback, opposite a healthy Trey Amos, next season.
Late last month, Quinn acknowledged that Sainristil doesn't have the size that he typically looks for in an outside cornerback -- particularly playing press-man coverage, as the Commanders would like to do. But he said he will approach the rest of this season with "fresh eyes" for Sainristil as a possible long-term option there. "I think what I'll do is afterward kind of take a two-year assessment to say, 'All right, where's the best thing moving forward?'" Quinn said.
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