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National
Mayor Zohran Mamdani to greet New York City at public swearing-in ceremony
Zohran Mamdani, the first Muslim mayor of New York City, is to be sworn in Thursday, marking a generational shift in the city's leadership with his promises to address affordability.

Zohran Mamdani is sworn in as mayor of New York City early Thursday, flanked by his wife, Rama Duwaji, right, and New York Attorney General Letitia James at Old City Hall Station in New York. (Amir Hamja/Pool/Reuters)


By Gaya Gupta, Sarah Ellison | 2026-01-01
Zohran Mamdani, a 34-year-old democratic socialist, is expected to be publicly sworn in as the next mayor of New York City on Thursday afternoon outside City Hall in Manhattan, ushering in a generational shift in the city's leadership.
Mamdani was officially sworn in an intimate ceremony in the Old City Hall subway station that took place at midnight. He is the first Muslim mayor and the youngest in generations to run the country's largest and wealthiest city.
Over the course of his campaign last year, he rose from a little-known New York State Assembly member to a nationally recognized political force, defeating Andrew M. Cuomo's famed Democratic political dynasty.
Mamdani's social-media-fueled campaign tightly focused on the issue of affordability, running on a platform that promised to freeze the rent on the city's nearly 1 million rent-stabilized apartments, make buses fast and free, and deliver universal child care. He plans to fund these ideas by raising taxes on the ultra-wealthy, including the city's billionaires who spent big last year to defeat him.
Mamdani is expected to be joined at his public swearing-in by two high-profile political allies, Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York), highlighting the democratic socialist wing of the Democratic Party at a time when beleaguered party leaders are clawing back from 2024's decisive loss to President Donald Trump.
"I also ask that we consider today an inauguration for each one of us too, the nearly 8.5 million New Yorkers who make up the greatest city on Earth, because it is the people of New York City who have chosen historic, ambitious leadership in response to untenable and unprecedented times," Ocasio-Cortez said in remarks. 
The three politicians have energized huge crowds at their respective events. But their positions on key issues fall to the left of many of their Democratic counterparts, some of whom worry about alienating centrist Democratic voters.
Both the private swearing-in ceremony, held in a subway station to highlight the working-class emphasis that Mamdani plans to bring to his mayoralty, and the larger, public block party, which is to be streamed online, are thick with the kind of symbolism that Mamdani has sought to display throughout his campaign.
But Mamdani faces formidable challenges. To achieve many of his promises, he must maintain the support of New York Gov. Kathy Hochul (D) and the state's legislature, whose approval would be required to fund Mamdani's plans for free buses and child care. .
Born in Uganda, Mamdani moved to New York at age 7 with his father, Mahmood Mamdani, a professor at Columbia University, and his mother, Mira Nair, a filmmaker known for films including "The Namesake" and "Mississippi Masala." He attended New York public schools and graduated from Bowdoin College in Maine in 2014 with a bachelor's degree in Africana studies. He became a U.S. citizen in 2018.
Mamdani has said he was inspired to go into politics after working as a foreclosure prevention housing counselor in Queens, helping low-income homeowners of color fight eviction orders. He was then elected in 2020 to a State Assembly seat, representing neighborhoods in Queens such as Astoria, Ditmars Steinway and Astoria Heights in the city's most diverse borough.
Republican politicians, led by Trump, have sought to paint Mamdani as a radical communist and the face of a Democratic Party out of touch with mainstream voters. But Mamdani's friendly visit to the Oval Office after being elected last year undercut some of those attacks and displayed the political skills that have propelled him to prominence over the past year.
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White House
White House lays out nine-week timeline to win approval for Trump's ballroom
Trump is seeking to gain approvals for his ballroom in just over two months that have taken other large projects years to complete.

Construction on the East Wing of the White House on Nov. 26. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Jonathan Edwards, Dan Diamond | 2026-01-01
The White House on Wednesday laid out a nine-week timeline to win approval for President Donald Trump's proposed ballroom, even as one federal review panel said it has yet to receive formal building plans and basic details of the project remain unclear.
The pace of disclosure and compressed review schedule underscore a central dispute over the project: whether the Trump administration is taking the procedural steps required under federal preservation law, or advancing construction in ways that could foreclose meaningful public review. By pouring millions into early foundation work while approvals remain unresolved, critics argue, the White House risks constraining meaningful scrutiny by oversight bodies.
The Trump administration said it formally submitted applications on Dec. 22 to two committees charged by Congress with reviewing federal construction: the National Capital Planning Commission and the Commission of Fine Arts, according to a White House official. Three days earlier, White House officials met separately with staff from each commission for initial consultations.
The White House has laid out a plan to move the project through approval processes in just over two months -- a timeline far shorter than that for comparable large-scale federal construction projects. Officials said they plan informational presentations at the NCPC's Jan. 8 meeting and the CFA's Jan. 15 meeting, followed by votes at the fine arts commission on Feb. 19 and the planning commission on March 5.
Fine arts commission Secretary Thomas Luebke confirmed the Dec. 19 meeting and said the White House had filed an application with the CFA to review the ballroom project. Planning commission spokesman Stephen Staudigl said Tuesday that the NCPC had not received such a submission. He did not initially respond to additional messages. After publication, he said that the White House had initiated the process and that a formal submission for project approval would come later in the commission's review cycle.
The Trump administration's moves followed a Dec. 17 court order from U.S. District Judge Richard J. Leon directing Trump officials to begin "the consultation processes" on the ballroom project with both commissions by the end of December.
"The Court will hold the Government to its word," Leon, an appointee of President George W. Bush, wrote in his order.
The National Trust for Historic Preservation argued in court filings Wednesday that the Trump administration had failed to take "meaningful steps" toward public review or commission approval.
"They have, repeatedly, broken the rules first and asked for permission later," wrote lawyers for the National Trust, which sued the Trump administration in an effort to halt construction until required reviews occur.
The White House said meeting with committee staff and submitting conceptual renderings -- but not detailed blueprints -- satisfied Leon's instruction to start engaging with both commissions by the end of the year.
The administration's next step is a public presentation to the planning commission at its Jan. 8 meeting. Commissioners will be allowed to ask questions and offer feedback, according to commission materials posted online, but the public will not be permitted to comment and the 12-member panel will not vote at that meeting. Officials have said those steps will happen later.
Trump administration officials said earlier in December that crews will start aboveground construction on the ballroom no sooner than April -- a target that hinges on the commissions granting speedy approval.
The National Capital Planning Commission is led by Will Scharf, the White House staff secretary and Trump's former personal lawyer, whom the president appointed in July, and its membership tilts toward Trump. The president appointed two other White House officials to the body, which also includes nine seats reserved for sitting Cabinet secretaries and other local and federal officials.
The review process for the ballroom building departs sharply from past practice. Large projects have previously undergone a rigorous, multistage review that begins well before any demolition or site work. Agencies typically engage planning commission staff months or years in advance, former commission officials and construction entities have said. At each stage, commissioners and staff evaluate design, siting and environmental impacts.
The Trump White House has compressed or bypassed some of those steps. Officials plan to complete in months a process that took nearly two years for a White House security fence that was significantly smaller than the ballroom. That project involved five public meetings, during which the commission assessed compliance with federal environmental laws and "the historic and symbolic importance of the White House and the surrounding grounds," according to planning commission documents.
By contrast, Trump has overseen a rapid, three-month transformation of a large chunk of the White House grounds with no planning commission oversight. In mid-September, crews started clearing foliage and cutting down trees. In late October, the president shocked the public by ordering the demolition of the East Wing. And by early December, cranes and pile drivers were operating daily, as crews worked to create the underground infrastructure necessary to support the building, the White House said.
Scharf has asserted that the planning commission review process covers only "vertical" construction -- not demolition or site preparation. Critics have disputed that assertion, arguing that demolition, site work and construction are inseparable and that the commission's mandate includes preserving existing historic structures.
NCPC records show that commissioners have previously approved site development plans for projects, including the perimeter fence and a tennis pavilion built during Trump's first term. In both cases, site work began after agencies received approvals.
The commission nevertheless adopted Scharf's argument in the document it published in December outlining its review process, saying the law doesn't give it authority over "the demolition of buildings or general site preparation."
Lawmakers and watchdog groups have repeatedly called for more transparency on the $400 million project, which private patrons are funding -- many without disclosing their contributions. Many of the donors the White House has identified -- including Amazon, Lockheed Martin and Palantir -- have business before the administration, such as seeking future federal contracts or eyeing potential acquisitions. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
Sen. Richard Blumenthal (Connecticut), the top Democrat on the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, sent letters last week demanding more information from several attendees of a White House dinner in October to honor ballroom donors.
"The American people are entitled to all the relevant facts about who is funding the most substantial construction project at the White House in recent history," Blumenthal wrote.
This article has been updated to reflect additional comment from the National Capital Planning Commission.
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Politics
She provides the raw material to Trump's influencer machine
Margo Martin, a lesser-known member of the president's staff, fuels social media with a blitz of Trump content.

Margo Martin, an adviser to President Donald Trump, on May 19 at the White House. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Dylan Wells | 2026-01-01
Over the past two years, a little-known aide to President Donald Trump has become one of the GOP's most influential content creators, filming him dancing on a tarmac in Malaysia, serving french fries at McDonald's on the campaign trail and greeting small children in the Oval Office.
Margo Martin, a 30-year-old who gets as close to the president as his Secret Service detail, is the quiet engine of a social media operation that has transformed presidential communications.
Armed with an iPhone camera, she gives what feels like a behind-the-scenes glimpse of the president and the most potent element that spurs online engagement: a sense of authenticity. Martin's raw material is then processed by a sprawling network of better-known right-wing influencers who use that content for memes, podcast clips and shows that go viral, reinforcing Trump's bond with his most ardent supporters and maintaining his status as a ubiquitous pop culture figure for everyone else.
During Trump's trip to Asia this fall, vertical videos and photos captured by Martin were viewed nearly 50 million times on her X account and more than 222 million times on the @TeamTrump Instagram and TikTok, not to mention the millions of views on reposts from Trump supporters who cribbed the content and shared it themselves.
It's curated, of course. You won't see images of Trump dozing off in a Cabinet meeting or the bruise on his hand that are often promoted by the left. But even Democrats who view Martin's efforts as propaganda concede their effectiveness.
"The more you see something, the more you think it's true," said Sammy Kanter, a Democratic content creator and new media consultant. "The more volume of content that they put out there that favors the image that they want out there, and the more that's in people's feeds, and the more they see it, the more they're going to think it's reality or question less what their reality is versus what they're being told."

Trump and Martin on Trump's private plane, "Trump Force One," after a campaign event on April 27, 2023, in Manchester, New Hampshire. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Martin, who declined an interview request, served as a press assistant in the first administration and then moved to Palm Beach, Florida, to continue working with Trump after he left office. A recording she made of Trump's book interviews became part of special counsel Jack Smith's investigation into the president's handling of classified documents (she was subpoenaed to testify before a federal grand jury). All of that -- plus a low-key personality that is rare in Trump's world of brash advisers -- has bonded her to the president, who at a campaign rally called her "the most beautiful photographer in the world."
"She has the trust of the president," White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said in an interview, noting the proximity of her desk, just outside the Oval Office, the seat of power. "So she's able to really see the inner workings of his every day and share that with the American public."
Compared with the flashy and controversial memes and edits often shared by other Trump and White House accounts, Martin's content on X is understated, a collection of mostly vertical photos and videos optimized for audiences scrolling on their phones. Captions usually include a brief description, a quote and pronouncements like "MUST WATCH!" or "THE PEOPLE'S PRESIDENT!" She's a frequent user of the red heart, American flag, fire and laughing emojis.
The basic approach is ideal for creators looking to make their own content, because the clips are free and ready to clip, unlike professional news videos that often require a licensing fee to news services such as Getty or the Associated Press.
"It really is about arming your base with the resources that they need," said Parker Butler, who directed the team that ran the @KamalaHQ accounts for Kamala Harris's 2024 presidential campaign.
The stream of material is "so helpful for us to discuss what the administration is doing," said Link Lauren, a conservative political influencer who also served as a senior adviser for Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s presidential campaign.
You'd be hard-pressed to find a Republican influencer or politico who hasn't reposted one of Martin's videos or photos. A Washington Post analysis of social media posts found more than 300 high-profile right-wing influencers and politicians have mentioned Martin since the inauguration, sharing her posts thousands of times. Her posts have been shared more than 10 times in that time period by Elon Musk, the Republican National Committee and Fox News.

Martin in 2020 during a White House briefing. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Leavitt credits Martin with fueling news cycles and prime-time Fox News packages, making her a key cog in a media operation that has increasingly pushed aside traditional adversarial newsgathering. Other allies credit Martin with building relationships among online supporters to further boost the White House message, which gives Martin an influence well beyond her 337,000 followers on her official X account.
"She's undoubtedly one of the most influential creators right now, and she is maybe the first ever White House influencer," said Alex Bruesewitz, a senior adviser to a Trump-affiliated political action committee and architect of the Trump 2024 campaign's online strategy. "Her content reaches the masses in a way that I don't think anybody in the administration -- in any administration -- has done before."
Not all of Martin's work appears on her official account. She posts more personal content on Instagram, where she presents as a cross between a travel influencer and a presidential sidekick. Photo dumps and reels include shots of her sitting across from the president on Air Force One and behind the scenes on foreign trips, but are interspersed with gym content, concert videos and clips of her being an aunt.
That approach reflects the broader social media strategy the Trump campaign and Republican operatives embraced during the 2024 campaign, blending politics with other topics to reach lower-propensity voters.
"She's kind of combining this lifestyle aesthetic with girl boss energy, and almost like a travel influencer," said Azza Cohen, who served as Harris' official White House videographer and director of video.
She pointed to a reel on Martin's account of Trump's August summit with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Alaska as an example of "whitewashing and sanitizing."
The video is edited to look "like any other travel influencer," she said, even as the content features high-level shots of the president on the plane, the military flyover, their handshake and the Russian and American flags.
"Visually, it's very effective because it's normalizing Putin and it's normalizing the sort of friendship between the president of the United States and the dictator who commits horrific human rights abuses," she said.
Trump officials disagree, calling Martin's work an example of transparency at the highest levels.
"I couldn't think of anything less curated than an unedited filter video on an iPhone that is literally just simply posted and shared with the world in real time," Leavitt said.
Clara Ence Morse contributed to this report.
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White House
Trump is reconstituting the Fine Arts panel set to review his ballroom
The White House is seeking members likely to clear the way for President Donald Trump's controversial ballroom and other projects.

President Donald Trump holds up a model of an arch while delivering remarks during a ballroom fundraising dinner on Oct. 15. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Dan Diamond, Jonathan Edwards | 2026-01-01
The White House is moving to install Trump-aligned appointees to a commission charged by Congress with reviewing Washington's public art and national memorials, seeking members likely to clear the way for President Donald Trump's controversial ballroom and other projects.
The White House is expected to invite past Trump appointees to rejoin the Commission of Fine Arts, according to three people who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss those plans. Trump officials have described the move as returning former members to uncompleted four-year terms that were cut short by the Biden administration, the people said.
It is not yet clear whether those former members -- architectural critic Justin Shubow, developer and designer Rodney Mims Cook Jr., sculptor and painter Chas Fagan, landscape architect Perry Guillot and architect Steven Spandle -- would accept the invitation. Shubow, Cook and Guillot declined to comment. Fagan and Spandle did not respond to requests for comment.
White House officials have also considered appointing Trump loyalists with little formal arts expertise, according to one of the people and another who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations. The commission faces intensifying scrutiny over the president's building agenda, which includes a proposed 90,000-square-foot ballroom addition to the White House that is now the subject of a legal challenge.
Beyond the ballroom, the commission is expected to review future projects that would shape Washington's landscape, including a planned triumphal arch.
The White House declined to identify who would be appointed to the commission, with officials saying that selections would come soon.
"Any personnel announcements will come directly from President Trump," Davis Ingle, a White House spokesman, said in a statement.
A quorum for the next meeting, scheduled for Jan. 15, would require four commissioners.
Trump officials in December court filings acknowledged efforts to reconstitute the commission but did not offer any details about the potential members or a timeline. The White House fired all six Biden holdovers on the panel in October.
A federal judge in December instructed the White House to submit its ballroom plans to the Commission on Fine Arts and the National Capital Planning Commission for review in response to a lawsuit from the National Trust for Historic Preservation, which seeks to ensure a public process. That judge on Wednesday granted the Trump administration a one-week extension.
The National Capital Planning Commission, another federal review panel with oversight of construction projects in Washington, is scheduled to host a White House presentation on the ballroom next week. That commission is now led by Trump's staff secretary and includes other loyalists installed this summer.
Established in 1910, the Commission of Fine Arts has occasionally been a nuisance for past presidents, taking years to review projects and sometimes pushing back on the White House's wishes. The panel's then-chairman resisted President Harry S. Truman's plans to build a balcony in the late 1940s, prompting Truman to later replace him and other members of the panel.
The Biden administration forced out four Trump-appointed members of the Commission of Fine Arts in 2021, with White House officials at the time saying they wanted more "diversity of background and experience" and a different mix of aesthetic expertise. All four members forced out were White men. Cook, also a White man, was pushed out by the Biden administration the following year.
Several of the Trump appointees had worked closely with White House officials. Shubow, the commission's chairman, had advised the Trump administration on its architectural strategy. Guillot had worked with the Trump White House to redesign the Rose Garden, and Spandle had worked with the administration to design the tennis pavilion.
Tevi Troy, a White House historian, criticized the Biden and Trump administrations for firing members of the review panels rather than letting them serve out their terms, saying that it risked creating partisan divisions.
"There is a long-standing interest in the federal government monitoring and managing the architecture and the look of the federal city," said Troy, who served in the George W. Bush administration as deputy assistant to the president for domestic policy. "A commission of experts who represent different perspectives, and go from administration to administration, is a way to help shape this without having too heavy a thumb on the scale."
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Courts & Law
Chief justice says rule of law is strong at time of rising concerns
Chief Justice John Roberts said in his annual year-end report on the judiciary that the nation's founding charters remain robust.

In his annual year-end report, Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. largely sidestepped contemporary controversies and events at a moment of political upheaval. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


By Justin Jouvenal | 2025-12-31
Amid rising concerns about the health of the nation's democracy, Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. expressed faith Wednesday that the nation's founding charters and key principles are proving resilient.
Quoting President Calvin Coolidge, the Supreme Court's leader wrote in a year-end report that as the nation approaches its 250th anniversary, the rule of law remains alive and well.
"'Amid all the clash of conflicting interests, amid all the welter of partisan politics, every American can turn for solace and consolation to the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States with the assurance and confidence that those two great charters of freedom and justice remain firm and unshaken,'" Roberts quoted Coolidge as saying.
He added in his own words: "True then; true now."
The comments came in Roberts's annual report on the state of the judiciary, which largely sidestepped contemporary controversies and events at a moment of political upheaval. Many of those concerns have revolved around President Donald Trump's push to expand executive authority and wield power that critics say belongs to other branches of the government.
Instead of those issues, Roberts wrote mostly about history -- the drafting of the Declaration of Independence and Constitution, the ideas that inspired the documents and the nation's struggles to fulfill the charters' ideals.
Roberts urged judges to remain true to that legal bedrock.
"Those of us in the Third Branch must continue to decide the cases before us according to our oath, doing equal right to the poor and to the rich, and performing all of our duties faithfully and impartially under the Constitution and laws of the United States," Roberts wrote.
Roberts made no mention of topics that have animated others in the judiciary and legal observers over the last year: threats against judges, the Trump administration's alleged defiance of court orders or critiques by lower-court judges of how the Supreme Court has ruled on its emergency docket.
Roberts did decry threats against judges in last year's annual report and pushed back on President Donald Trump's calls to impeach a federal judge who ruled against him. In March, Roberts issued a rare statement saying that "impeachment is not an appropriate response to disagreement concerning a judicial decision."
In November, Congress boosted funding for security at the Supreme Court, but it did not extend additional money for the protection of lower-court judges.
Threats against federal judges spiked in the months after Trump began his second term in January. Through the current fiscal year, which started Oct. 1, the U.S. Marshals Service has investigated 133 threats against federal judges, according to agency statistics.
Trump and his allies have sharply criticized rulings against the president's policies and called for the removal of some judges. Dozens of judges who have ruled against Trump have received unsolicited pizza deliveries at their homes. Threats against judges have also come from the left.
Roberts's report comes as the Supreme Court takes up a series of high-profile cases involving key tests of Trump's agenda. In November, the justices appeared skeptical that Trump's sweeping tariffs were legal. Earlier this month, the justices seemed ready to allow Trump greater authority to fire the heads of independent agencies without cause.
Next month, the justices will hear arguments over whether the president can dismiss Federal Reserve governor Lisa Cook, which would allow the president to reshape the Fed and its vast powers over the economy.
Decisions in all three cases are expected by the summer.
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Politics
Longtime MAGA ally Boebert lashes out at Trump over veto 
The Colorado Republican said she hopes Trump's action on a water infrastructure bill benefiting her district "has nothing to do with political retaliation."

Rep. Lauren Boebert (R-Colorado) at the Capitol. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


By Maegan Vazquez, Kadia  Goba | 2025-12-31
Rep. Lauren Boebert, the Colorado congresswoman long associated with the MAGA wing of the Republican Party, on Wednesday criticized President Donald Trump for vetoing bipartisan legislation to support a major drinking-water project in her district, saying she hopes the rejection "has nothing to do with political retaliation."
The legislation Trump vetoed, known as the Finish the Arkansas Valley Conduit Act, would have helped complete the final component of the decades-old Fryingpan-Arkansas Project. Colorado lawmakers supporting the bill have said the project's cost estimate has nearly doubled in recent years because of inflation and increased labor costs.
Trump said in a statement Monday that his action was intended to save taxpayer money.
Boebert countered that the veto of the "noncontroversial, bipartisan bill," which both the House and Senate passed unanimously this year, will deny "clean drinking water to 50,000 people in Southeast Colorado, many of whom enthusiastically voted for him in all three elections." In a statement, she continued, "I sincerely hope this veto has nothing to do with political retaliation for calling out corruption and demanding accountability."
The three-term representative was one of four House Republicans to sign onto a discharge petition in November to force a vote to compel the Justice Department to release files related to convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. Trump and the White House pressured Boebert and the other Republicans to remove their names, but they didn't and the petition passed. The president, who has decried the files as a "hoax," subsequently signed the bill directing the Justice Department to release the files.
Trump has publicly retaliated against two of those other Republicans. He disowned Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene of Georgia -- a onetime MAGA loyalist -- and called her a "traitor," saying he would endorse a primary challenger in her race. Greene subsequently said she would resign from Congress. The president publicly taunted Rep. Thomas Massie (Kentucky), who led the petition, for getting remarried after the death of his longtime wife last year.
On the 2024 campaign trail, Trump vowed to wage retribution against political enemies, and since his return to office in January, that has taken many forms. The Justice Department, for example, has attempted to prosecute a number of Trump's perceived foes, including former FBI director James B. Comey.
The administration also has tried to identify and remove career government officials who might not be loyal to the president's political agenda. Trump has tried to strip security clearances from political opponents and Washington law firms. And officials have threatened to withhold federal funding for state educational programs and universities that do not adopt conservative priorities.
For months, Trump has threatened to retaliate against Colorado if the state does not free Tina Peters, a former elections clerk who was convicted in state court on felony charges related to efforts to overturn the 2020 presidential election.
On Truth Social on Wednesday, Trump again called for Peters's release, repeating baseless claims about voter fraud and criticizing Colorado Gov. Jared Polis (D) and the district attorney "who did this to her."
"I wish them only the worst. May they rot in Hell," Trump added.
Polis, who supported finishing construction on the Arkansas Valley Conduit, said in a statement that the president's action was "very disappointing." The legislation, he noted, would help to "secure this much-needed supply of clean water for rural southeastern Colorado."
Congress can override a presidential veto by passing a bill again by at least a two-thirds majority. The House is expected to consider the Arkansas Valley Conduit Act again next week, according to a person familiar with the chamber's plans who was not authorized to speak publicly.
A second Trump veto blocked a bill to expand Miccosukee Tribe land in Florida.
The tribe joined environmentalists in a lawsuit to stop the construction of Alligator Alcatraz, an immigration detention facility in the Everglades set up by the Trump administration. Trump tied his veto to the tribe's opposition to his administration's immigration enforcement efforts.
"Despite seeking funding and special treatment from the federal government, the Miccosukee Tribe has actively sought to obstruct reasonable immigration policies that the American people decisively voted for when I was elected," Trump wrote. "My administration is committed to preventing American taxpayers from funding projects for special interests, especially those that are unaligned with my administration's policy of removing violent criminal illegal aliens from the country."
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Elections
Democrats tout another special election as boost for party ahead of midterms
Renee Hardman's convincing special-election win offers a hopeful signal for Democrats looking to 2026. She becomes the first Black woman elected to the Iowa Senate.

Democrat Renee Hardman celebrates her victory Tuesday during a campaign watch party in West Des Moines. (Lily Smith/Des Moines Register/USA Today Network/Imagn Images)


By Kelly Kasulis Cho, Maegan Vazquez | 2025-12-31
A Democrat won a special election for an Iowa state Senate seat Tuesday, denying Republicans the opportunity to regain a supermajority in the chamber and handing the Democratic Party a large-margin victory ahead of the 2026 midterm elections.
Renee Hardman, a member of the West Des Moines City Council, received 71.4 percent of the vote in the special-election race for state Senate District 16, according to unofficial results from the Iowa secretary of state. Republican candidate Lucas Loftin received 28.5 percent of the vote in the race, which encompasses a suburban Des Moines jurisdiction.
A Republican win Tuesday would have restored the party's former two-thirds supermajority and allowed Republican Gov. Kim Reynolds's nominees to be approved on a party-line vote. Reynolds will now need to win over at least one Democratic lawmaker to confirm nominees. Hardman's election fills a vacancy after the death of state Sen. Claire Celsi, a Democrat, in October.
Hardman will be the first Black woman to serve in the Iowa Senate. In 2017, she became the first Black woman to be elected to the West Des Moines City Council. She also served as mayor pro tem in West Des Moines.
Democrats say the large margin in the race, in which some 10,300 votes were cast, is yet another sign of momentum for their party after Iowa Democrats flipped two right-leaning Senate seats earlier this year.
Democrats tend to over-perform in off-year races and special elections, but in the wake of 2024 losses, the party has attributed several recent off-year gains around the country to national momentum against President Donald Trump and Republicans.
Along with the Iowa wins, Democrats saw gains earlier this year in a special election for the state Senate in Georgia and a state Supreme Court race in Wisconsin. And while Republicans retained a ruby-red congressional district in Tennessee earlier this month, the race was more competitive than initially expected.
Democrats also swept major off-year elections in Virginia and New Jersey, including governors' races in both states.
Hardman's winning margin has also surpassed Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris's 2024 margin in Polk County -- the county that encompasses much of Senate District 16. Hardman received 71.46 percent of the vote in Polk County on Tuesday, while Harris won Polk County last year with 54.8 percent of the vote.
"Democrats have been on fire in state legislative special elections throughout 2025, and Iowa is our latest proof point," Heather Williams, president of the Democratic Legislative Campaign Committee, said in a statement Tuesday.
Senate Democratic Leader Janice Weiner also celebrated the victory, saying: "We've heard consistently from voters across our state that they are fed up with nine years of Republican leadership. ... Every time they've voted this year, Iowans have said loud and clear: They want change."
Iowa Democrats, whose support has waned in recent years, are still up against a robust Republican majority in both legislative chambers. Owing to that majority, Republican agenda items on abortion restrictions and schoolbook bans have moved forward. Iowa Republicans also earlier this year voted to remove civil rights protections for transgender people in the state, a move decried by several Democratic lawmakers.
In a social media post Tuesday, Iowa GOP Chairman Jeff Kaufmann acknowledged the Republican loss by praising Loftin's campaign, saying it "forced the Iowa Democrat Party to spend a significant amount of money in a district so blue there wasn't a Republican candidate on the ballot last cycle."
"Although we fell short this time, the Republican Party of Iowa remains laser-focused on expanding our majorities in the Iowa Legislature and keeping Iowa ruby-red," he said.
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Opinions
Resolution needed
Michael Ramirez cartoon on government spending and New Year's resolutions.

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post)


By Michael Ramirez | 2026-01-01

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post)
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The Post's View
California will miss billionaires when they're gone
Larry Page and Peter Thiel adjusted residencies before yearend in case a wealth tax passes.

Peter Thiel, co-founder of PayPal and Palantir, speaks at a Bitcoin conference in Miami Beach in 2022. (Rebecca Blackwell/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-01
Many progressives think of taxation the way teenage boys think about cologne: if some is good, more must be great. California, already reeks of overtaxation, but it's thinking about trying out its most potent scent yet: a wealth tax. Just a whiff has some of the state's wealthiest residents fleeing.
In 2012, California voters passed Proposition 30, increasing the marginal tax rate on high-income households up to 3 percent. This was sold as a temporary plug for budget holes during the Great Recession, but another initiative, Proposition 55, extended the taxes through 2030.
High earners responded by either leaving the state or reducing their taxable income. "These responses eroded 45.2 percent of state windfall tax revenues within the first year and 60.9 percent within 2 years," economists Joshua Rauh and Ryan Shyu concluded in a 2024 paper.
But that history is not deterring the Service Employees International Union (SEIU), which represents hospital workers, from collecting signatures to put a measure on November's ballot that would slap a one-time, 5 percent wealth tax on the state's billionaires, with the revenue primarily dedicated to health care spending. This includes illiquid paper wealth, such as a founder's share of a startup.
The levy would apply retroactively to those who were California residents on Jan. 1, 2026. Even though there's uncertainty about whether it will even qualify for the ballot, rich Californians spent the final days of the year relocating their official residency to other states. Google cofounder Larry Page and Palantir cofounder Peter Thiel were reportedly among them.
Making a new tax retroactive opens the law up to all sorts of interesting legal challenges. If it withstands scrutiny, however, it's a safe bet this won't be a one-off. Funding ongoing expenses like health care with one-time taxes isn't sustainable. Progressives will want to return to the well until they've sucked it dry.
Populists say good riddance. Who wants billionaires squatting in Malibu mansions that could be put to good use by ordinary, decent centimillionaires? Rep. Ro Khanna (D-California) responded sarcastically to the news about Thiel and Page: "I will miss them very much."
Khanna should ask New Jersey officials how they felt in 2016 when a single billionaire named David Tepper blew a hole in the state budget by moving to Florida. Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) opposes the wealth tax because he understands it would kill the Golden State's golden goose.
California taxes are already sky high, and its tax base is extremely skewed towards the top. Over 40 percent of personal income tax revenue generally comes from 1 percent of taxpayers. That makes Sacramento especially vulnerable to small gyrations at the top.
Nor will unions stop with billionaires. After the most affluent people put down roots in states with worse weather but better tax climates, these activists will target the next tier of "rich" people who don't have as much flexibility to flee.
That would be a disaster for California's economy, and its budget, and eventually, for the union jobs that would be funded by confiscating successful people's money. Californians who care about the future of their state should reject this proposal, which is the public finance equivalent of dumping an entire bottle of cologne over your head: No matter your intentions, the results will stink.
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The Post's View
Trump and the United Nations come to a head
The administration is trying to forge a new model for humanitarian aid.

Jeremy Lewin (L), the undersecretary of state for foreign assistance, humanitarian affairs and religious freedom, appears in Geneva on Monday with Tom Fletcher (R), the U.N. under-secretary-general for humanitarian affairs, to sign a $2 billion pledge for 2026. (Fabrice Coffrini/AFP via Getty Images)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-01
The Trump administration will always couch even its most reasonable decisions in the most dramatic terms possible, and so it was with a State Department announcement that the U.S. would be sending a significantly smaller humanitarian aid package to the United Nations: "Individual U.N. agencies will need to adapt, shrink, or die."
The $2 billion announced this week is down from $3.8 billion in 2025 and a major reduction from America's contributions under President Joe Biden, which peaked at $17 billion in 2022. It's easy to write this off as a shortsighted America First policy, but in reality Washington is trying to channel the money to better advance national priorities and maximize effectiveness on the ground.
Jeremy Lewin, who oversees humanitarian funding at the State Department, calls the $2 billion "an initial anchor commitment" and expresses hope that it's "only the beginning" of a new funding model for U.N. aid.
Importantly, the money comes with conditions, including a list of 17 countries that have been selected by the Trump administration to receive aid. Syria made the cut - no doubt helped by Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa's friendly November visit to the White House - while the U.N. has been instructed not to give any U.S. money to Afghanistan and Yemen, lest it fall into the hands of terrorists.
Even after scaling back support, the U.S. is expected to retain its status in 2026 as the world's biggest aid donor, which makes it hard for other countries to whine about the cutbacks. The U.N. secretary-general has instructed agencies under his umbrella to come up with plans to reduce their staffs by 20 percent.
Undoubtedly, the U.N. could benefit from cutting. For example, the World Food Program, U.N. Refugee Agency and U.N. International Children's Emergency Fund address the same crises in Sudan and Afghanistan.
The U.N. has also been the subject of repeated scandals. In 2024, the U.S. wisely cut off funding for the Palestinian relief arm (UNRWA) amid evidence that some of its workers participated in the Oct. 7 terror attacks. The U.N. also refuses to acknowledge China's reckless role as the originator of covid-19.
There's always a risk of overcorrection. A rollback of humanitarian aid in 2026 risks worsening refugee crises that America is directly affected by, including relief provided to fleeing Venezuelans. It also comes as the administration has slashed other direct aid programs, including dissolving the U.S. Agency for International Development - which oversaw public health programs around the world - and ending bilateral aid support to countries such as South Africa.
Countries, or billionaire philanthropists, howling about the cuts can always step up and fill the void. If China wants to act like a world leader, there's nothing stopping Xi Jinping from chipping in more to support institutions like the U.N.
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Letters to the Editor
Cannabis is legitimate. It's high time the United States follows suit.
Readers respond to Post articles and commentary.

(Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Letters to the Editor | 2026-01-01
Regarding Leana S. Wen's Dec. 24 op-ed, "Marijuana is not a wellness product":
Wen's claim that cannabis isn't a "wellness product, just as smoking cigarettes and drinking alcohol aren't health-promoting decisions" missed the mark.
According to a thorough 2023 review by the Department of Health and Human Services, more than 30,000 U.S. health care practitioners are authorized to recommend the use of cannabis products to their patients.
A separate review by researchers affiliated with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention determined that "over two-thirds (68.9 percent) of clinicians surveyed believe that cannabis has medicinal uses and just over a quarter (26.6 percent) had ever recommended cannabis to a patient."
Finally, an exhaustive review by experts at the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Mathematics identified "conclusive or substantial evidence that cannabis or cannabinoids are effective" for the treatment of a variety of symptoms including chronic pain and nausea.
Nations around the world, including Australia, Canada, Germany, Israel and Britain, regulate and acknowledge cannabis as a legitimate medicine. It's high time the United States follows suit.
Paul Armentano, Washington
The writer is deputy director of the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws.
The Dec. 18 editorial "Legalize it" argued that cannabis should be legalized by the federal government. However, in the rush to legalize cannabis in many states and D.C., there has been a widespread failure to recognize that inhalation of cannabis smoke, whether active or passive, poses significant dangers to human health.
The consequences of smoking tobacco, such as heart and lung disease, are well documented. In the 20th century, there were more than 100 million tobacco-related dealths.
Although the psychoactive ingredients of tobacco and marijuana differ, recent studies report that burning marijuana can produce many of the same toxic and carcinogenic compounds as tobacco.
Breathing smoke causes damage to many organ systems of the body. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has reported that "smoked cannabis, regardless of how it is smoked, can harm lung tissues and cause scarring and damage to small blood vessels." Legalization must not be used to imply that breathing cannabis smoke is safe for the user or for innocent bystanders, especially asthmatics. Moreover, cannabis smoking shouldn't be permitted where tobacco smoking is banned.
James Repace, Davidsonville
The writer is a retired U.S. Environmental Protection Agency scientist.
The Dec. 30 online news article "Portraits of a Palestinian diaspora" purports to give a history of the circumstances leading to the statelessness of Palestinians. However, the feature omitted two choices elected Palestinian leadership took that also played a role in shaping the current situation.
In July 2000, President Bill Clinton presided over a summit to solve the conflict. At the summit, Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak offered a deal to Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat. Post reporter Lee Hockstader reported at the time that despite Israeli concessions, "Arafat said no, and even the moderates on his delegation joined ranks publicly."
In 2008, Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert offered Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas a comprehensive deal. Post columnist David Ignatius wrote later that "the Palestinian leader balked and asked to consult his experts first." Abbas never replied, effectively nixing the deal.
If either Arafat or Abbas had accepted the terms offered, there would have been a Palestinian state for the diaspora to return to by now.
David Gerstman, Baltimore
The writer is a media research analyst at the Committee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting and Analysis.
The Dec. 30 Style article, "Studies shed light on risks of early access to smartphones," focused on when children should receive smartphones.
What the article did not mention, though, is what parents should do once a child has a smartphone. Yes, limiting screen time and access to social media is good for young people. But effective parental control can be very simple: Keep children's phones in parents' rooms at night.
I am a fourth-grade teacher, so my students are 9 and 10 years old. I have seen students falling asleep at school who explained they were tired because they were up to the wee hours playing games on their phones.
Parents need to remove the temptation that makes this possible.
Diane B. Norton, Fairfax
Following Marc A. Thiessen's Dec. 30 online column, "The Who, Chicago and '80s galore: My favorite concerts of 2025," Post Opinions wants to know: What were the best concerts you saw this year? Share your favorites, and we might publish your response as a letter to the editor.
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The Post's View
Food stamps should help the hungry. And only the hungry.
Amid Minnesota fraud scandal, Democratic governors are refusing to share SNAP details with the feds.

An EBT sign on the window of a grocery store in Brooklyn. (Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-01
Minnesota's Somali fraud saga finally pierced the national consciousness this week after conservative YouTuber Nick Shirley released a video purporting to show day care centers receiving public funds without taking care of children, including one with a sign identifying it as a "Quality Learing Center." The facilities deny wrongdoing, and state officials say they have "questions about some of the methods used in the video" but take fraud "very seriously."
That spirit of scrupulousness would have been nice a few billion tax dollars ago. Fourteen of the state's Medicaid programs, which received $18 billion in federal funds since 2018, have been flagged for "significant fraud problems." Minnesota's top federal prosecutor says the total fraud could be over $9 billion. Across the country, Medicaid lost an estimated $31 billion this way in fiscal year 2024.
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) has called for prosecuting the scammers and committed to an outside audit of "high-risk programs." But why were these welfare programs so at risk of being defrauded in the first place?
As America's welfare state has ballooned to more than 80 major federal programs, they've become a target-rich environment for alleged scam artists like those in Minneapolis. Walz's boondoggle underlines the need for serious reforms across America. Too bad that too many progressive leaders are lackadaisical at best about cracking down on fraud and errors, lest it curtail social services.
That's especially true when it comes to open-ended entitlement programs such as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. Programs like SNAP create "a financial incentive for states really not to be as vigilant as they should in preventing fraud abuse," according to Matt Weidinger, a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute.
In an effort to root out waste and fraud, the Trump administration threatened to cut off SNAP funding from states that won't share data about the program's recipients. Over a dozen Democratic states have sued to block the request for sensitive data, which includes immigration status, and it's still unclear whether the administration can legally cut off the funding. The blue states won a preliminary injunction in October to temporarily block the request.
Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey (D) says President Donald Trump is "playing politics with the ability of working parents with children, seniors and people with disabilities to get food."
The truth is that SNAP doesn't just help the hungry. It had the fourth highest rate of documented fraud across all federal programs from 2018 to 2022, coming in at $10.5 billion. Massachusetts had a 14 percent error rate on SNAP payments in fiscal year 2024 -- the seventh highest in the country. Across every state, overpayments represented a larger share of the error rate than underpayments.
The tax bill passed in July requires states with an error rate over 6 percent to pay for up to 15 percent of the costs of benefits come 2028. A two year buffer was put in place to give states with high error rates, like Alaska, extra time to get their acts together -- but why should the worst offenders get special treatment? The Congressional Budget Office estimates that 300,000 people could lose access to food stamps as a result of the July reform. The left claims Trump wants Americans to go hungry, but if an individual shouldn't be eligible for food stamps in the first place, where's the cruelty in making sure benefits go to someone who is?
From Massachusetts to Minnesota, states clearly need to do better jobs of vetting welfare beneficiaries. The Trump administration also has an opportunity to press for meaningful reform. It would be a mistake to squander it by using waste and fraud as an excuse to make inefficient cuts or to use beneficiary data to fuel a mass deportation crusade.
On Tuesday night, the administration cited Shirley's video, whose findings remain disputed, as a rationale to freeze all child care payments to the state of Minnesota. Fully eliminating that safety net will hurt more than just fraudsters.
The federal government should instead champion reforms that incentivize more responsible spending, such as block grants. By offering a fixed amount of funding, Washington could encourage states to spend more carefully and vet recipients more thoroughly.
Social safety nets crumble when most taxpayers feel like welfare money goes to undeserving people. The purpose of entitlements is not to spend as much as possible. It is to make sure the truly vulnerable get the help they need without becoming dependent on government handouts. Scrutinizing food stamp rolls is a small step in that direction.
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Letters to the Editor
Why an aggressive executive is preferable to an aggressive legislature 
Readers respond to Post articles and commentary.

(Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-12-31
Jason Willick's thoughtful Dec. 22 column, "How Trump changed my mind on the filibuster," ultimately rested on the assertion that an aggressive legislature is preferable to an aggressive executive.
James Madison explained in Federalist 48 why this view was understandable but wrong: "They seem never to have recollected the danger from legislative usurpations, which, by assembling all power in the same hands, must lead to the same tyranny as is threatened by executive usurpations."
This is still the case. An aggressive executive, for example, is almost always subject to judicial review for his domestic actions, which are measured not just against the Constitution but also their authorizing statutes. This is a lesson that Presidents Donald Trump and Joe Biden have learned the hard way. A frustrated president has few structural tools at his disposal to challenge hostile courts; all he can really do is comply or ignore them, the latter being a course no modern president has followed.
On the other hand, an unchecked legislature paints on a blank canvas. Its legislation is susceptible only to constitutional challenge, which is a very high bar. (Arguably, the Supreme Court has said only three statutes have violated the Commerce Clause over the past 30 years.) If Congress disagrees with how the courts are treating its laws, it has considerable coercive tools at its disposal to bring the courts in line, including defunding and restructuring. All of which can be done with simple majorities absent the filibuster. That power alone can be enough to defang the courts.
An unchecked legislature could therefore enact lasting, transformative change with a slim and fleeting majority. It's good that Senate rules currently prevent that, even if it may result in an energetic executive.
Michael Fragoso, Washington
The writer is former chief counsel to Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky).
Ian Ayres and Saikrishna Prakash in their Dec. 28 Sunday Opinion commentary, "Lawfare is a downward spiral. Here's an escape hatch.," said "Americans widely believe that prosecutions are increasingly being weaponized" by indictments against political opponents. So, the professors proposed creating a prosecutorial check. Their idea is: When a judge believes a prosecution appears politically motivated, they would be able to impanel a prosecutor jury composed of 20 randomly selected former U.S. attorneys, evenly divided between those nominated by Democratic and Republican presidents. The prosecution could proceed only if 14 out of 20 concluded the indictment was appropriate.
The professors' fear that the weaponization of prosecutions gravely threatens the rule of law is well-justified and needs to be addressed. But it is naive to assume that president-appointed U.S. attorneys, who must be confirmed by the Senate, will always act in a nonpartisan fashion.
I think a better practice would be to select a 20-person panel of seasoned and highly qualified career assistant U.S. attorneys. They have civil service protection, have traditionally been hired as nonpartisans based on their qualifications and are sworn to uphold the U.S. Constitution and the rule of law. The panel could be selected by the Judicial Conference of the United States or one of its subcommittees, and those selected could serve three-year terms.
Lawrence Leiser, Oakton
The writer, a former assistant U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia, is founder and former president of the National Association of Assistant U.S. Attorneys.
Daniel Swift's Dec. 28 Sunday Opinion commentary, "DHS is selling out Burma's Christians and activists" is exactly correct about the Department of Homeland Security's misconceptions about Burma's alleged "progress in governance and stability."
Contrary to DHS Secretary Kristi L. Noem's claims, Burma is unreformed and unremittingly hostile to its democratic opposition and its Christian minority. It is exceedingly imprudent to terminate temporary protected status for its persecuted Christians and pro-democracy activists and to return them to prison in Burma. The Burmese army overturned its nascent democratic initiative about five years ago and returned to a brutal form of military warfare, abetted by China. This decision needs to be reversed with immediate effect.
Donald L. Horowitz, Durham, North Carolina
The writer is the James B. Duke professor of law and political science emeritus at Duke University.
I'm a school librarian, and I was disappointed that the Dec. 22 online Style article "American Girl dolls are turning 40, just like the millennials who loved them" did not give credit to the authors who wrote the early American Girl stories. Valerie Tripp wrote all the books in the Felicity, Josefina, Kit, Molly and Maryellen series and many of the books in the Samantha series. Authors Janet Beeler Shaw, Susan S. Adler, Connie Porter and Chryssa Atkinson also wrote many of the American Girl books between 1986 and 2001.
I have had the privilege of hearing Tripp speak on multiple occasions, including to the Catholic Librarian Association, to which I belong. It was fascinating to hear her talk about the extensive research and attention to detail that she put into her writing.
The American Girl dolls have a rich history, and their success was made possible by the authors who wrote the stories.
Carolyn Johnson, Adelphi
The writer is a librarian at Saint Francis International School in Silver Spring.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: New round of cold air kicks off 2026
After a much colder-than-average December, we start January off in similar fashion. 

A morning glow on the Tidal Basin. (Jeannie in D.C.)


By Ian Livingston | 2026-01-01
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: We kick off January in the spirit we spent much of December -- shivering in the cold, after the gusty predawn snow showers. Highs in the low and mid-30s are chilled further by gusty wind.
What's next? Teens to near 20 tonight. A mix of clouds and sun into the weekend with potentially something to watch for wintry weather potential late Saturday into the first part of Sunday.

European model precipitation forecast on Saturday evening. (WeatherBell)


A storm system will pass south of the D.C. area this weekend, progressing from Texas to the North Carolina coast. The European model has, at times, flirted with bringing a little precipitation into our area late Saturday. With cold air in place, it would fall as snow. But the latest projections suggest it will pass too far south to bring us snow. We'll continue to monitor the situation.
Gusty snow showers passed through the region between 4 and 6 a.m. They lasted only about 15 or 20 minutes but reduced visibility and -- mostly northwest of D.C. -- left behind a quick dusting. A snow squall warning -- for a dangerous combination of snow and wind -- was issued for Montgomery and Loudoun counties, from 4:30 to 5:30 a.m.
The snow showers are gone now, with windy and cold weather following in their wake.
Here are a few scenes of the snow:
Today's daily digit -- 3/10: Highs in the low or maybe mid-30s are not my favorite way to kick off a new year. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Forecast in detail
Today (Thursday): Temperatures don't move up much today behind a strong cold front. Highs are mainly in a near-30 to mid-30s zone across the region, and gusty winds make it feel like the 20s. Skies start off rather cloudy, but we should see increased sun with time. Winds gust around 25 to 30 mph. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Partly to mainly clear skies and lighter winds. Always a good combination to maximize cold, and this should be no different. Temperatures dip into the teens outside the Beltway and end up near 20 in downtown D.C. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Friday): Partly to mostly sunny and still chilly. Not as cold as today, though. Highs end up in the upper 30s to lower 40s. Winds are light from the west. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Clouds increase for the night. Temperatures are seasonably cold, ranging across the 20s. Confidence: Medium
A look ahead
Looks like a good deal of clouds for Saturday. Readings remain rather stagnant for now, so another day with highs a couple of clips from 40 in most spots. A slight chance of light snow or rain and mix late from a storm developing south and offshore, especially late in the day. Confidence: Medium
More clouds and chilly conditions Sunday. Although mainly dry is currently favored, light snow is possible through sunrise or perhaps into midday. Highs in the 30s to near 40. Confidence: Medium
Snow potential index -- 1/10 (|): Late Saturday into Sunday worth watching as a developing storm is not far off. Another chance or two at flakes besides that.
The snow potential index is a daily assessment of the potential for at least 1 inch of snow in the next week, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this day in 1881, the temperature plummeted to minus-14 degrees in the District, its lowest January temperature on record. In over 150 years of D.C. weather records, the minimum temperature dropped lower only on Feb. 11, 1899,when it reached minus-15.
Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 46
	Average low: 32
	Record high: 69 (2005)
	Record low: minus-14 (1881)
	Record precipitation: 1.52 inches (2003)
	Maximum snow: 4.5 inches (1899)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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Capital Weather Gang
January looks colder than normal in D.C., with near-average snow potential
December was 4 degrees colder than normal and the snowiest since 2017.

Snow around the Lincoln Memorial in D.C. last January. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


By Jason Samenow | 2026-01-01
Cooler-than-normal weather has largely ruled the D.C. area since August, and January -- typically our coldest month -- appears ready to stay on script. After our chilliest December in 15 years, we expect January to follow suit, averaging 1 to 3 degrees below normal compared with the month's typical temperature of 37.5 degrees.
While December delivered the cold, the 1.5 inches of snow was a hair below the norm. January should be more productive, with 3 to 6 inches of snowfall possible -- close to the long-term average of 4.9 inches.
Precipitation overall, however, remains a concern. January is shaping up to be drier than normal, potentially the seventh straight below-average month, with only 1.5 to 2.5 inches (of rain and melted snow) forecast versus a normal 2.93 inches, offering little relief from the ongoing drought.

Predicted high and low temperatures for the first 15 days of January from the European modeling system. (WeatherBell) 


January appears poised to begin much like December ended, with colder-than-normal conditions. That said, computer models increasingly suggest a temporary thaw during the second week of the month, which could pull average temperatures for the first half of January closer to normal.
Models then signal a return to a colder pattern during the second half of the month, which would ultimately tilt January's overall average back into below-normal territory. Forecast confidence, however, drops off notably beyond the two-week range.
Snowfall remains the trickiest element of the outlook. While subject to change, most models show little to no snow during the first half of January. For our forecast of 3 to 6 inches to verify, the colder pattern later in the month will also need to coincide with at least one organized storm system -- something that remains uncertain at this lead time.

While subject to change, the American model projects no snow in the first half of January in the D.C. area. (WeatherBell) 


Precipitation overall is projected to run below normal, with most models leaning dry.
January is historically D.C.'s coldest month of the year and its second snowiest, trailing February by just 0.1 inches on average.
Temperatures through the month are relatively steady. Average daytime highs hover in the mid-40s, while nighttime lows typically range from 30 to 32 degrees.
The extremes, however, can be striking. Record lows have plunged to minus-14 degrees in the late 1800s and as recently as minus-4 degrees in 1994, when the daytime high reached only 8 degrees. On the other end of the spectrum, midwinter thaws are not uncommon: Calendar-day record highs reach the 70s on most January dates. Most remarkably, Jan. 26, 2024, hit 80 degrees, the warmest January temperature ever recorded in D.C.
January is also remembered for some of the region's most significant snowstorms. Three of D.C.'s top six biggest snowstorms on record have occurred during the month:
	The 1922 "Knickerbocker" storm: 28.0 inches on Jan. 27-29.
	The 2016 "Snowzilla" blizzard: 17.8 inches Jan. 22-23.
	The blizzard of 1996: 17.1 inches on Jan. 6-8.


Snow piles up and blows into drifts in the overnight hours of Jan. 23, 2016, in Northwest Washington. (Ian Livingston/The Washington Post)


December capped off another cold stretch for the D.C. area, marking the fourth colder-than-normal month in the past five. The month averaged 37.3 degrees, more typical of January and 4.4 degrees below normal, with only eight days finishing above average.
It was the coldest December since 2010, when temperatures ran 7.1 degrees below normal. The chilliest day came Dec. 15, with a high of 29 degrees and a low of 18. The mildest weather arrived on Christmas Day, which peaked at 60 degrees after a low of 38.
Snowfall fell just shy of average, totaling 1.5 inches compared with a normal 1.7 inches. Still, it was the snowiest December since 2017 and snapped a streak of seven Decembers without at least an inch of snow.
Precipitation overall was scarce. December logged 1.77 inches, about 1.64 inches below normal, contributing to an annual precipitation deficit of 6.26 inches. That shortfall was driven largely by six consecutive drier-than-normal months to close out 2025.
Capital Weather Gang's December outlook performed well. We forecast temperatures to average 2 to 4 degrees below normal, close to the observed 4.4-degree departure, and projected around 2 inches of snow, not far from the 1.5 inches that ultimately fell.
Matt Rogers and Ian Livingston contributed to this report.
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Post Local reader photos: Holidays, frost and dramatic skies
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
We told their stories in 2025. Here's what happened after we published.
As 2025 came to a close, Washington Post reporters revisited some of the people in D.C., Maryland and Virginia who made headlines this year.

(The Washington Post/Washington Post illustration; Photos by Craig Hudson; Maxine Wallace; Andy Beyer; Eric Lee; Hadley Green; Allison Robbert; Carolyn Kaster; Kyle Swenson )


By Brittany Shammas, Teo Armus, Olivia George, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Marissa Lang, Sophia Solano, Karina Elwood, Kyle Swenson | 2026-01-01

(Washington Post illustration; Photos by Craig Hudson, Maxine Wallace, Andy Beyer, Eric Lee, Hadley Green, Allison Robbert, Carolyn Kaster and Kyle Swenson)


At the end of a year of unrelenting news for the Washington region, Washington Post reporters returned to stories that resonated with readers.
Catching up with people who were at the center of those stories, they found lives changed in ways big and small. Some were still trying to find their way through tragedy or upheaval. Others were making progress on projects they took on -- ones as quirky as finding D.C.'s forgotten panda statues and as lofty as helping people become more courageous.
Here's what happened after we told their stories.

Andy Beyer took Kallen on a camping trip to Assateague Island National Seashore in the spring. (Courtesy of Andy Beyer)


For 7-year-old Kallen Beyer, bedtime became the hardest time to deal with it all.
That had been when his mom, Justyna, would tuck him in after a story, cuddling with the boy in his bunk bed. His dad, Andy, would often find the two of them asleep together in their Northern Virginia home.
Then in January, she left for a few days to take his sister Brielle -- a talented young figure skater -- to an elite training program in Kansas. Their plane collided with a helicopter above Reagan National Airport, killing them and 65 others.
Afterward, Kallen started falling into fits of silence around his dad -- especially when it was time to go to sleep. He'd lie awake at night and struggled to get out of bed in the morning. Sometimes, the boy would punch Andy as he tried to tuck Kallen in at night.
Andy made it a point to let himself cry around Kallen whenever their loss affected him. "I've tried to allow the grief to be integrated into our lives," Beyer said.
One night, Kallen opened up about his feelings, too.
The pair have in recent months found ways to make space for their grief. Andy has left Brielle's room much like she left it, with a Christmas tree she insisted on keeping up even in January. Kallen, who plays ice hockey, wears a black helmet adorned with wings and his mom and sister's first initials.
Father and son also now have a new bedtime routine. After a bath and brushing their teeth, the pair spend five minutes lying on the boy's bunk bed, scrolling through photos of Justyna and Brielle on Andy's iPhone.
Sometimes they laugh together. Sometimes they cry. Sometimes, like on a recent night looking at photos of Kallen and Brielle making up a silly dance, they simply try to keep the memories alive.
"I remember that day," Kallen told his dad, as they flipped through images of them jumping in the basement. "I miss them a lot."
-- Teo Armus

Iggy Rivera pitches Tiffany Flemming at a Pitch-A-Friend event at Royal Sands Social Club on June 19. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


To answer the most pressing question up front: Yes, Tiffany Flemming is still single.
In June, the now-29-year-old went to a bar, sat on a stool and let her friend give a five-minute slideshow presentation about her most attractive qualities to a room full of singles. And she let us tag along to watch.
That night, two men reached out over Instagram direct message. One brave suitor asked her out that evening in the bar. They went on a lunch date and texted for several weeks before he stopped responding -- just like the men from dating apps who had ghosted her, and who had inspired her to try Pitch-A-Friend in the first place.
She's not dating these days. Not intentionally, anyway.
"I've taken the time to just focus on me and things that are making me happy," she said over the phone in December. "And if something happened organically, then something happens organically, but I'm not really putting myself out there like I have in the past. No apps, no nothing."
Flemming has kept busy in other ways. In addition to her daytime tech job, she's now a part-time Pilates instructor at Sculp'd in Old Town. From 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. every Saturday and Sunday, she takes classes to learn how to teach yoga. She also bought her first property, a new build in Upper Marlboro, Maryland, with white cabinets and wood floors. She'll have to buy plenty of furniture before her April move-in date; the townhouse has three levels and thousands more square feet than her one-bedroom apartment in Washington.
"It's a very weird shift from where I was in the summer," she said. "Now I'm getting a house, ready to leave the city and live my suburban life. I've just been doing things for me."
-- Sophia Solano

The Right Rev. Mariann Budde stands before giving a Sunday service at Washington National Cathedral on Feb. 2. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


Standing in the pulpit on that frigid January day, the Right Rev. Mariann Budde turned to the president with a plea.
"In the name of God," she said as President Donald Trump sat below her in the front row at Washington National Cathedral the day after his inauguration. "I ask you to have mercy upon the people in our country who are scared."
Her comments at the National Prayer Service ricocheted around the world, and were met with both delight and ridicule. Letters of gratitude poured into the cathedral. The president demanded an apology and denounced her as a "Radical Left hard line Trump hater."
Almost a year later, Budde would rather not linger on the viral moment. The leader of the Episcopal Diocese of Washington would much rather talk about her new grandchild, the picture book she's working on or the endless stream of people she meets who, as she described in a recent interview, "treat one another with dignity in a culture that encourages contempt."
In February, she helped launch a series of free workshops to foster connection and courage. In October, she published an adaptation of her best-selling book "How We Learn to Be Brave" for young readers.
"Growing up is an act of courage," she said. Learning to read and to tie your shoes, taking a tumble and trying again, asking for help. Those are acts of bravery, she said, and through it all she wants children to know: Us adults are cheering you on.
"Bravery isn't something just for brave people," said Budde, 66. "It lives in all of us."
-- Olivia George

Jesus Rodriguez, a former music teacher at Forest Grove Elementary School in Virginia, plays the ukulele for students on his last day. (Hadley Green/The Washington Post)


Eight months after moving to Spain, Jesus Rodriguez is still adjusting to the country -- and trying to find a legal path to return to teaching elementary music in Virginia.
Until April, Rodriguez was a Venezuelan national legally living and working in Loudoun County under a humanitarian parole program. When the Trump administration announced it would end the program early, Rodriguez began making plans to leave the country.
Without a clear path to stay in the United States, Rodriguez worried about being deported or separated from his wife and 6-year-old daughter. So, he put in his notice with Forest Grove Elementary School and spent his final day teaching music before spring break. The Post spent that day with him.
The students wept as their teacher said his goodbyes. They made him cards and drawings. They left him with gifts and hugs.
Now in Oviedo, a city near the northeastern coast of Spain, Rodriguez works part-time playing the organ in a Catholic church while he pursues his master's degree in music education.
His daughter has adjusted well to their new country, though she occasionally talks about the school "where everyone spoke English" and asks about the yellow school buses, which aren't as ubiquitous in Spain.
His job in Loudoun, Rodriguez said, was the first time he'd ever felt valued as a teacher. He misses the teachers and the students. He misses driving to school through the affluent D.C. suburb known for its vast farmlands and wineries.
Most of all, he misses the community that embraced him. He wants another chance to contribute and give back.
"I felt like I was in a family," Rodriguez said. Even though they had "another language, another culture, I felt like I was in my town, in my place."
-- Karina Elwood

Some of the panda statues, including this one near the Woodley Park-Zoo/Adams Morgan Metro station, are displayed publicly. (Kyle Swenson/The Washington Post)


Hector Biaggi launched a quest last year: Find all 150 panda statues created in 2004 as part of a District-wide public arts project.
Biaggi, 32, didn't live in D.C. when the statues first popped up around town. He only moved to the District a few years ago. But as Biaggi was getting to know his new hometown, the self-professed "amateur local art historian" learned about the project, and decided to try to track down the locations of the pandas.
Spearheaded by the D.C. Commission on the Arts and Humanities, the original statues decorated D.C.'s nooks and crannies in 2004, occupying street corners and building lobbies, public parks and Metro stops. That same year, the statues were auctioned off to raise funds for civic arts programming.
When The Post first wrote about Biaggi's search in October, he had located nearly 40 panda statues. Since then, Biaggi says, readers and others have alerted him to dozens more, bringing his current total to 70.
"Mostly it's been neighbors or people who live in a neighborhood with a panda who have reached out to let me know," Biaggi said. "I did also have a couple owners reach out."
Some pandas, Biaggi said, have been thrown out, scrapped as junk or lost to time. One of the highlights of his search, Biaggi said, has been connecting panda statues with the artists originally commissioned to make them.
After the Post article, artist Barbara Gordon contacted Biaggi. Back in 2004, she and her late husband William created "Kung Pao Panda," a statue that had landed on Janine Goodman's front porch. Biaggi was able to facilitate a reunion between the artist and art.
"I thought it was so cool," Biaggi said. "It put a smile on my face."
-- Kyle Swenson

Georgetown researcher Badar Khan Suri is greeted by his wife, Mapheze Saleh, after he landed at Washington Dulles International Airport on May 14. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


In the seven months since he was released from Immigration and Customs Enforcement detention, Badar Khan Suri has stopped going out at night. That's because immigration officers first detained him on a March evening, setting off a tumultuous year for the Indian national.
Suri, a Georgetown postdoctoral fellow specializing in peace and conflict studies, was among a handful of international students and researchers who were swept up in the Trump administration's crackdown on those who opposed U.S. foreign policy on Israel.
Suri and his wife had made several posts on social media supporting Palestinians, alleging Israel had committed war crimes and questioning some facts of the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attacks on Israel. In March, Secretary of State Marco Rubio issued a determination that Suri's presence in the country could have serious foreign policy consequences and that Suri was deportable.
The father of three spent some two months in a federal detention center in Texas before being released in May, after a federal judge found that Trump administration officials likely violated his rights in their attempt to deport him. He hired a new legal team and used crowdfunding to pay $70,000 of his fees.
There have been some silver linings for Suri. His children made friends with the many community members and volunteers who supported his family. He has also returned to his research at Georgetown -- with more motivation -- and revels in being with his students again. But he's also made sure to spend more time with his family. His wife comes with him to work, and they return home earlier than he used to.
"I now make it back before sunset," he said. "I don't trust the night any more."
-- Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff

People sit at the site of the White House Peace Vigil on Sept. 22. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


As temperatures have fallen and snow has blown through the District, the dedicated crew of demonstrators who have kept the White House Peace Vigil alive for 44 years -- widely considered the longest continuous act of political protest in the nation's history -- have become scarce.
In mid-December, just about three months after Trump ordered federal law enforcement to dismantle the long-standing protest, the space the protest usually occupied in Lafayette Square was empty.
Tour groups gathered at the center of the park, posing for photos, browsing the wares of vendors hawking pins and hats, and pulling their coats tight against the brutal gusts of wind. Park regulars, including several vendors, said they hadn't seen the Peace Vigil folks for days.
In September, the National Park Service and U.S. Park Police officers hauled off protest banners, flags and a large blue tarp that kept the vigil-keepers shielded from the elements, leaving demonstrators and their protest signs more exposed than they had been in decades.
Philipos Melaku-Bello, 63, the vigil's longest-serving steward, said then that it was probably only a matter of time before the protest became unsustainable for the small outfit of demonstrators who have worked to keep it alive. Melaku-Bello did not respond to multiple calls for comment for this story.
Keeping the vigil going without the help of a tarp or a tent to blunt the sharp edges of the wind and cold has made continuing the protest 24 hours a day virtually impossible, protesters said.
The peace vigil began June 3, 1981, when its founder, William Thomas, appeared outside the White House holding a placard that read "Wanted: Wisdom and Honesty." Over the years, those who have maintained the vigil have been subject to harassment by police and passersby, protesters said.
But no president had ever directly called for the vigil's removal, protesters said, until Trump.
-- Marissa J. Lang

Grant Besner pastes fliers in July to recruit people to try not using their smartphone for one month. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


It started out as two friends batting around a question: Could they get a group of people to ditch their smartphones for a month?
Month Offline kicked off in the spring with an information session no one attended, before launching its initial cohorts of 15 or so participants -- including a Post reporter -- who switched to flip phones and got together for weekly in-person meetings and offline activities.
Word spread almost entirely through posters glued to city signposts; there was no website. Grant Besner and Danny Hogenkamp, who hatched the idea after bonding over their own disillusionment with smartphones and embrace of dumbphones, were still trying to figure out what they were building.
Just a few months after The Post wrote about their effort, their company, Offline Inc., is selling out cohorts, Besner said. The first Month Offline program being hosted outside D.C. -- in New York -- starts in January with about 30 people, while D.C. has 65 or so people spread between two cohorts that will run simultaneously over the month. An app allows people to forward texts from their smartphones to their dumbphones. And now there's a website.
"In the early days of this, we were just holding our breath up until the last day to see if we could get another person or two to sign up, and I was on phone calls with people trying to convince them to do it," said Besner, 28. "And now it's a thing."
In addition to Month Offline, Offline Inc. offers dumbphones and plans and is exploring partnering with other organizations, like schools, clubs and universities, to expand their reach. They experimented with a mail-order program in September, getting 41 people across the country to switch to flip-phones, but have dropped that effort for now after deciding the in-person component is key. Of the dozens of Month Offline graduates, many have kept their flip-phones.
The "wild ride" of the last six months has shown there's an appetite for disconnecting, for reevaluating technology's grasp over peoples' lives, Besner said.
"We've kind of proven that hypothesis," he said. "And so now the experiment is, can we shift the culture?"
-- Brittany Shammas
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Maryland
Data centers spark a 'fight for the soul' of this mostly Black Maryland county
Concerns over pollution and other impacts of data centers are spreading to Prince George's County, which has wrestled with a legacy of environmental racism.

The former Landover Mall site, where a 90-acre data center complex has been proposed. (Lateshia Beachum/The Washington Post)


By Lateshia Beachum | 2026-01-01
Taylor Frazier McCollum remembers when Landover Mall in her Prince George's County neighborhood was a staple in family moments.
It was the place where she felt safe trick-or-treating in a costume for the mall's annual Halloween party. She can still taste the salt and heat from fresh Boardwalk Fries. Somewhere in her home, she said, are old buttons from a mall kiosk that offered the fun of printing a loved-one's picture on clothing.
For more than two decades, the site of the demolished mall has sat idle, leaving residents in the now-predominantly Black Maryland county with the desire to have something in its place as shrubbery and other greenery push through the rubble of what was once a major weekend draw.
After some false starts for the site, residents who live near the former mall are now facing something unfamiliar that, though local officials say it would generate millions of dollars in much-needed tax revenue, has stirred controversy: a proposal for a massive data center.
"I feel it's going to affect all of us as residents and as a whole," said Frazier McCollum, who lives within one mile of the Landover Mall site and is behind a movement to stop the nearly 90-acre plot from being converted to a "hyperscale" data center that would feature five buildings and use 820 megawatts of electricity, enough to power 656,000 homes at any given time.
Frazier McCollum's June petition against the project has raked in more than 21,000 signatures and kicked off an online fury that spilled over into a data center task force meeting in September, where angry residents disrupted the gathering. In October, residents again yelled at local elected officials over the proposal and what they said was a lack of transparency about it.
"We know hyperscale data centers aren't good for communities," Frazier McCollum said.
As the data center industry grows across the country, concerns about noise and light pollution, water consumption and energy use are also spreading to largely Black and Brown communities like Prince George's, whose residents have wrestled with a legacy of environmental racism.
Local officials are weighing those concerns against the potential financial gain amid a deficit that could reach $157 million over the next seven years.
Prince George's council member Edward P. Burroughs, III (D-District 8), said that amid that deficit, he and his board colleagues have to figure out how to increase the county's commercial tax base in the face of federal spending cuts that have further hurt the county.
"These are our realities," Burroughs said. "The county has to be more strategic for sure in attracting the type of industries and development that we want."
Prince George's has struggled to develop a vibrant commercial base as a D.C. bedroom community whose residents have largely depended on federal government jobs.
In some pockets of the county of nearly 1 million residents that became predominantly Black during the early 1990s, less attractive businesses -- such as liquor stores, smoke shops and gas stations -- have flourished. Among the county's highest economic contributors is the MGM National Harbor Hotel & Casino.
Against that backdrop, residents have seen the introduction of data centers as another unwanted addition that can potentially bring harm to their community. Maryland is home to 45 data centers, according to the Data Center Map industry group. There are five existing data centers in Prince George's, according to the county's planning department.
Despite the fact that the county's leadership is also majority Black, activists seeking to defeat the proposal at the Landover Mall site accuse them of ignoring the potential harms to the community in favor of bringing in more tax dollars. What would be the Brightseat Tech Park is expected to generate $13.7 million in annual local tax revenue, according to a project presentation booklet.
"Black faces in high places will not save us," said Brandon Forester, 40, an activist who lives in Upper Marlboro. "We need people who are representing our interests and not people who are just representing the interests of the moneyed consultant class."
Area residents weren't initially aware of the industry's migration into Maryland when the groundwork was being laid for it.
Efforts to attract more data centers to the state took off at about the same time as the pandemic.
In May 2020, the Maryland General Assembly passed a law that created sales tax exemption for equipment used in data centers that meet certain qualifications, a move geared toward further attracting the industry to the state. The bill also allowed for local governments in Maryland to reduce or eliminate property taxes on that same data center equipment. The law was projected to lead to lower state and local tax revenue, according to a fiscal summary of the bill.
For local governments, that loss could be offset by the tax revenue generated through the collection of real property taxes and business personal taxes.
Prince George's County passed its own bill that year aimed at attracting data centers. The legislation allowed for a partial or complete reduction in the county's property tax assessment on "Eligible Qualified Data Center Personal Property."
In 2021, the county's council unanimously passed a bill that would fast-track the process for data centers to enter the county. Doing so would create an opportunity for Prince George's to become more competitive with other jurisdictions that lack long permitting processes, David S. Iannucci, the former Economic Development Corporation (EDC) chief executive and president, said during a February 2021 virtual committee meeting on the bill.
Iannucci told council members that a $500 million  data center over a 10-year period could generate about $66 million in real property taxes and personal taxes.
"I would be happy if we could get a data center a year for the next five years," he said. "That would represent a very significant increase in the commercial taxes."
When the bill went before council for enactment in March 2021, area residents, still hunkered down in their homes, barely took notice.
One person signed up to speak against it while some residents submitted letters of opposition, according to county records. The following month, in a state of the economy address, then County Executive Angela Alsobrooks mentioned how her office was paving the way for "high value data centers to locate their facilities" in the county.
The speech generated little reaction, either in person or online.
"I don't think data centers in general were on people's radar back then," said Greg Smith, a Hyattsville resident and longtime environmental activist.
Smith spoke against a 2024 bill introduced by Alsobrooks, now a U.S. senator, that would've hastened the county's approval process for the industry.
Along with other residents, Smith cast doubt on the projected benefits of data centers during a public hearing on the bill held that November. Those against it also shared their concerns about the industry's environmental impacts.
The council held off on voting on the bill. There was no movement on the bill during the past legislative session.
The groundswell from Frazier McCollum's efforts fueled a data center task force study that examined the industry's potential benefits and impacts.
County council members Wala Blegay (D-District 6) and Shayla Adams-Stafford (D-District 5) co-sponsored a September resolution that temporarily paused the review and approval of future data center projects until the task force's recommendation were out. Days later, County Executive Aisha N. Braveboy (D) issued an order that paused new data center construction permits.
Council member Jolene Ivey (D-At Large), who supported making it easier for data centers to come into the county when she represented the 5th District that includes the Landover site, has since reversed her position after learning more about the potential impacts.
"It is clear there should be strict guidelines surrounding where data centers are allowed in the region and how residents are protected from them," Ivey said in a statement. "The old Landover Mall site should not have a data center."
In November, the task force published a report with 14 recommendations for new legislation. The report focused on zoning and land use, site and building design, environmental regulations and potential benefits to the community.
One of the report's most significant proposals is to require data centers to go through a special use exemption process that would include public meetings on pending projects while allowing the county council to set detailed site qualifications. This could slow down the approval of controversial projects such as the one proposed at the former Landover Mall, which has not gone through such a review.
Blegay, a data center task force member, has said she intends to undo previous legislation that cut out the council and residents.
Adams-Stafford, a newer member of the council who now represents the district where the Landover site sits, said she welcomes ideas to grow the county's commercial tax base in a way that doesn't put a strain on current infrastructure.
She said her constituents have seen the site become blighted over the years and that she understands their frustration in wanting more.
"It was an important gathering place," Adams-Stafford said. "Residents want to see meaningful development that includes the community and gives them a say in the process and what comes into the area."

The former Landover Mall site, where a 90-acre data center complex has been proposed. (Lateshia Beachum/The Washington Post)


Lerner Enterprises, the site's owner, has not applied for additional permits, Adams-Stafford said. The company did not respond to requests for comment.
The task force's recommendations and the public declarations of lawmakers to enact smart legislation aimed at controlling the industry's growth in the county gives some residents a measured sense of optimism for the coming years.
"Hope is faith with action. We have to hope that we can impact the process," said Forester, the activist. "I hope our elected officials will listen. If not, they don't have to be our elected officials."
Residents against data center development, especially the hyperscale kind, say they don't want Prince George's County to be seen as a place where there's little resistance just because its economy is hurting.
They cite Memphis, which has similar demographics of representation and residents, as a cautionary tale. That Tennessee city is grappling with pollution from 35 methane gas turbines used to cool the supercomputers inside a data center owned by billionaire Elon Musk's artificial intelligence company. Musk has not publicly addressed the pollution concerns but has said the turbines are necessary to get the third version of the company's AI chatbot up and running, Politico has reported.
Prince George's residents also point to a predominantly Black, industrial area in Louisville where, despite local residents' concerns about impacts, construction of a hyperscale data center is moving forward.
Prince George's has an opportunity to do something more imaginative with its Landover site and more innovative with how it chooses to grow its commercial tax base, said Staci Hartwell, a strategic adviser for the South County Environmental Justice Coalition who also sat on the data center task force.
The county could replicate something like Ridge Square in Northwest Washington, a space for living, shopping and dining, she said. Focusing on data centers is "now thinking" for something that could be obsolete over time, Hartwell said.
"We're in the fight for the soul of Prince George's County," Hartwell said. "This fight really represents, you know, whether or not billionaires are going to run and decide the fate of this county or [if] the people are."
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D.C.
Limits on screentime for kids and other laws going into effect Jan. 1
A slate of new laws and some updates to existing laws, will go into effect in the new year.

Australia banned youths under 16 from using social media in December. (Saeed Khan/AFP/Getty Images)


By Karina Elwood, Gregory S. Schneider, Meagan Flynn | 2026-01-01
Starting Thursday, technology companies must limit social media use among children under 16 in Virginia.
In Maryland, barbers and hairstylists must complete domestic violence awareness training, while in D.C., about 18,000 residents will lose their Medicaid coverage.
All are part a slate of new laws, or updates to existing laws, that go into effect on Jan. 1.
The Virginia social media law that passed last  year will require platforms like Instagram and TikTok to limit use among minors under 16 to one hour a day in an effort to address concerns about the effects on youth mental health.
"We're not banning anything here, but what we are doing is setting a new default," said Sen. Schuyler T. VanValkenburg (D-Henrico), one of the sponsors of the bill.
The law is part of a growing effort to limit screen time and social media use, as lawmakers and advocates cite the effects of the platforms on teen mental health and focus in school. The change in Virginia comes on the heels of a similar law in Australia that went into effect on Dec. 10, banning social media for those under 16. Virginia has also already passed legislation restricting cellphone use in public schools.
The new law, signed by Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R), will require social media companies to use "commercially reasonable methods" to verify that users are over age 16. If they are not, platform use must be restricted to one hour a day. Parents will have the ability to increase or decrease the limit for their children.
Questions remain about how exactly the new law will be enforced and whether minors will actually abide by the limits. VanValkenburg said he believes that trying to change the status quo on how teens use these platforms is worth the effort.
"Are there going to be kids who lie about their age or use some other mechanism to get around it? Of course, there is," VanValkenburg said. "But I think it's really important to say that perfect shouldn't be the enemy of good, and that by setting a new default, we are going to have a majority of young people who are at this one hour."
Below are some of the other more noteworthy new laws in the Washington region.
In Virginia:
	Minimum wage increase: Virginia's minimum wage, which is indexed to inflation, will increase to $12.77 an hour on Jan. 1 from the 2025 rate of $12.41.
	Removing heavy metals from baby food: As of Jan. 1, it is illegal to sell or distribute baby food products that contain certain toxic heavy metals beyond limits set by the federal Food and Drug Administration. Baby food manufacturers must meet testing requirements and post information about toxic heavy metals on their website and on product labels.
	Blocking text solicitation: Anyone who receives a solicitation via text message can block future messages from that sender by responding with "UNSUBSCRIBE" or "STOP." The solicitor is required to honor that request for 10 years.
	Transparency of court fines and fees: Court clerks must supply an itemized statement of any fines or fees assessed against someone convicted of a traffic violation or criminal offense. The clerk must also supply an update about any outstanding balances to someone who submits a written request.
	Health insurance providers: Companies are prohibited from imposing cost-sharing on diagnostic breast examinations or follow-up breast examinations performed after Jan. 1. The law includes mammograms, magnetic resonance imaging and ultrasound tests.
	Higher unemployment benefits: Unemployment benefit claims effective on or after Jan. 1 will be $52 higher per week than current amounts as laid out in state unemployment compensation tables.

Local laws in Virginia go into effect when they are passed.
In Maryland:
	Domestic violence training for cosmetologists: Barbers, hairstylists and other cosmetologists must complete domestic violence awareness training to receive or renew a license. The training will be a requirement for applicants beginning Oct. 1.
	Free cancer screenings for firefighters: Counties must cover the cost of or provide preventive cancer screenings for firefighters. Under the new law, called the James "Jimmy" Malone Act, the state will also conduct a study on the cost of providing the screenings.
	Transparency on ride-share: Ride-share companies like Uber and Lyft must provide drivers with weekly fare and earnings summary, as well as share an annual report with the state.
	Pediatric emergencies: Health insurers will be prohibited from requiring prior authorization in pediatric emergencies. The law specifically prohibits requiring prior authorization in cases that involve transferring a patient to a special pediatric hospital.
	Coverage for calcium score testing: Health insurers will be required to provide coverage for calcium score testing and comply with the most recent guidelines by the American College of Cardiology to expand scope preventive care for heart disease.
	Protections for heirs: Homes that are occupied by "heirs" of deceased owners can be withheld from tax sale under a new law.
	Plastic bag ban in Montgomery County: A ban against plastic bags in Maryland's largest county will go into effect on Jan. 1. The law prohibits plastic carryout bags in most areas of the County and requires a 10-cent fee for paper bags.

In the District:
Most D.C. laws tend to coincide with the fiscal year in October, but some changes are underway in January:
	Health care impacts: Starting Jan. 1, about 18,000 parents, caregivers or childless adults earning more than 138 percent of the federal poverty level will lose Medicaid coverage that had been provided under an expansion of the Affordable Care Act. They are eligible to transition onto a new basic health care plan on the city's health benefit exchange, called Health DC Plan, and the city has already transitioned the majority of people losing Medicaid to this plan. But the plan has fewer benefits, not covering vision or dental care, and not everyone is eligible for it.
	Streateries here to stay: Streateries, the popular curbside outdoor restaurant spaces that proliferated during the pandemic, had been facing some regulatory challenges that restaurant owners said threatened their future. But the D.C. Council passed legislation this fall creating pathways for streateries to operate year-round, while lowering annual costs and fees that restaurant owners said made them too expensive to run. Still, starting in January, streateries will have to comply with new guidelines to remain licensed.
	Pay for child care workers: A city fund that boosts pay for credentialed early childhood educators was underfunded in the 2026 budget, leading the D.C. Council to vote this fall to reduce the minimum salaries for those workers. Pay cuts are expected to take effect Jan. 1. But on Christmas Eve, the chief financial officer certified that new revenue became available -- about $1.5 million of which D.C. can use for the Early Childhood Educator Pay Equity Fund, potentially mitigating those cuts. The details of how the money would be allocated were not immediately clear.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Washington Monument illuminated on New Year's Eve to mark country's 250th
For six nights starting Wednesday, the monument is hosting a projection show for only the second time in its history.

Projection designs on the Washington Monument, part of a six-day art installation to commemorate the nation's 250th year that begins on New Year's Eve. (Freedom 250)


By Olivia George | 2026-01-01
A gigantic birthday candle was projected onto the Washington Monument this New Year's Eve as fireworks dazzled the night sky, part of a six-day art installation to salute the country's upcoming celebration of its 250th year.
The light displays -- free and open to the public, with viewing available throughout the National Mall -- will run nightly through Monday with projections depicting "the story of America's journey," according to organizers at Freedom 250, a group unveiled by President Donald Trump in December to help carry out his vision for "the most spectacular birthday the world has ever seen."
The monument has hosted a projection show only once before, when it was illuminated in 2019 with a rocket commissioned by the National Air and Space Museum to mark the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing.
The New Year's Eve light show was set to end just after midnight. On subsequent nights, projections will run from 7 to 10 p.m., transforming the monument into a colorful canvas of sorts. No tickets are required.
"The illumination of the Washington Monument marks the beginning of a momentous year for our nation -- 250 years since the signing of the Declaration of Independence," Keith Krach, the CEO of Freedom 250 who served as a senior State Department official during Trump's first term, said in a statement. "We invite every American -- and every friend of America -- to join this historic celebration of the triumph of the American spirit."
Freedom 250 organizers said there will be 25-minute projection displays recurring at the top of each hour each night, cycling through five themed segments: "Discovery; Revolution (Independence); Westward Expansion; the Industrial Revolution and the 20th Century; and Modern Day and the Future of the Nation."
Some of the projections are computer-generated, and other images came from the Library of Congress and National Archives, such as handwritten notes by inventor Thomas Edison, according to Freedom 250.
The 250-foot candle, specifically appeared from 11:55 p.m. Wednesday until shortly after midnight.
Planning for the country's 250th had been underway long before Trump returned to the Oval Office, with Congress establishing the bipartisan U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission in 2016.
Trump seized on the occasion.

During the previous light show in 2019, an image of a Saturn V rocket is projected on the east side of the Washington Monument to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Apollo moon landing. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


The week after his inauguration, he established a White House task force for birthday planning and positioned himself as chair. Last June, on the Army's 250th birthday and Trump's 79th, the city hosted a military parade, with dozens of tanks rolling down Pennsylvania Avenue and millions of people from across the country showing up to watch or flood the streets in protest.
Congress authorized the Washington Monument displays on Nov. 20, and Trump signed the law Dec. 2. Test projections are underway, with passersby in recent days spotting the monument aglow against the night sky.
The light display kicks off a year of events on the National Mall to mark the nation's 250th, including a prayer service in the spring and a two-week fair in the summer.
"We will renew the patriotism, pride and pioneering spirit of America," the president said earlier this month, "and lay the groundwork for the next 250 years."
Kadia Goba contributed to this report.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Md. father charged with murder in death of 4-month-old son
Prince George's County police are investigating the death of 4-month-old Kairo Brooks, who was found unresponsive at a Suitland apartment early Saturday.

(Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Jasmine Golden | 2025-12-31
A 24-year-old man in Prince George's County, Maryland, has been charged with murder in the death of his infant son, police said Wednesday.
Khalil Brooks-Clarke, of Suitland, is being held without bond at the county jail, police said. He was also charged with child abuse, among other offenses.
Officers were called Saturday, at about 12:40 a.m., to the 5400 block of Morris Avenue about an unconscious infant, police said in a news release. They found the child, Kairo Brooks, inside an apartment.
Police said Kairo was taken to a hospital, where he was pronounced dead. The cause of death was blunt force trauma, according to an autopsy.
An initial investigation found that Kairo's father, Brooks-Clarke, was the only caregiver present when Kairo "sustained the fatal injuries," police said.
Online court records show Brooks-Clarke is represented by a lawyer, but the attorney could not be located for comment. A person who answered a phone listed as belonging to a relative of Brooks-Clarke declined to comment.
"Tragically, in many cases like this, there is never an opportunity for intervention by police or other services before it is too late," Prince George's Police Chief George Nader said in the news release. "Infants and children, like Kairo, are among the most vulnerable members of our community and rely entirely on others for their safety and care."
Police said in court charging documents that Brooks-Clarke told officers that Kairo was "having trouble breathing" and that he picked up the baby and shook his body when his breathing didn't improve.
Brooks-Clarke told police that Kairo's injuries could have been caused when he put him down "too hard" on the couch or when he placed the boy in a bathtub earlier, according to the charging documents. Detectives also spoke with Kairo's mother, who told them Brooks-Clarke disliked when his son cried and would get frustrated.
So far this year, Prince George's County police have investigated 66 homicides. For the first time since 202o, the annual toll will not reach triple digits.
However, December has been particularly violent. Kairo's death was the seventh homicide in the county this month, and three of them have been domestic-related.
The county has long struggled with domestic violence, despite preventive efforts by state and local officials, who have pushed legislation, adopted policies and expanded services to protect survivors.
At a recent news conference, County Executive Aisha N. Braveboy (D) said her team worked to restore an agreement that allows the county sheriff's office to respond to domestic violence calls in some police districts with high call volumes.
"When victims cannot speak, we must speak for them," Nader said.
Juan Benn Jr. contributed to this report.
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D.C.
How D.C. residents mobilized in a year of historic home rule challenges
Longtime D.C. home rule advocates, officials and everyday residents reflect on how the city responded to the challenges it faced in 2025.

D.C. schoolchildren, parents, teachers and other protesters gather inside the Capitol's Hart Building to protest budget cuts against the nation's capital by the GOP. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


By Meagan Flynn | 2025-12-31
They were unmissable that day in March at the U.S. Capitol -- the loudest voices, the tiniest faces, the most rabid consumers of candy in the jars at the front desk of virtually every Senate office.
They were an estimated 700 to 1,000 D.C. schoolchildren, their parents and teachers, and other passionate residents who flooded the halls of Congress to plead with senators to reverse course on a $1.1 billion cut to D.C.'s local budget midway through the school year. They were unavoidable as they crowded inside the Senate offices and sat on the tile floor of the Hart Building atrium, coloring signs and posters that said, "Don't defund our school!" and "Congress: stay away from D.C.'s money."
LaJoy Johnson-Law (Ward 8), the D.C. school board member who along with three other Ward 8 women organized the historic "Recess at the Capitol" demonstration, called it the "largest family movement I have ever seen in the history of D.C."
"I think that was the great intersectionality of where joy meets concern," she said. "Where joy meets advocacy. Where joy meets 'I'm not going to be silenced. I'm going to stand up for my city.'"
The event was just one of the countless ways that D.C. residents mobilized in ways big and small during a year like no other for the District, which experienced what many see as its greatest home rule challenges in a half-century. 2025 began with Congress's massive budget cut and is ending with the ongoing surge of federal law enforcement, immigration officers and National Guard troops. Challenges were compounded by economic hurdles caused by the Trump administration's mass firings of federal workers, and as immigrant-heavy industries such as restaurants took hits.

Community members warn drivers of a checkpoint staffed by D.C. police and ICE officers on Georgia Avenue in August. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


In between, residents organized walking school buses to take immigrant children to school and neighborhood watch groups to alert immigrants to U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. They volunteered for food drives. They marched down 16th Street during the "We Are All D.C." demonstration Sept. 6, chanting "Free D.C." and hoisting D.C. flags in perhaps the loudest collective display of city pride this year.
"This was the year of us standing up and standing together, of linking together, speaking out for and with each other -- just showing that we are D.C.," said Allyson Criner Brown, one of the Ward 8 advocates who along with Johnson-Law, Christina Hanson and Jhonna Turner organized "Recess at the Capitol." . "Like, there is a collective D.C., and I think collective D.C. was really active this year and came together in ways that we have not done -- in ways that we always had the potential for, and this brought some of the best out of us."
As the year comes to a close, longtime D.C. home rule advocates, officials and everyday residents alike reflected on the magnitude of home rule challenges of 2025, and how the city responded.

The U.S. Capitol in August. (Elizabeth Frantz/Reuters)


Julius Hobson Jr. remembers Christmas Eve 1973 when President Richard M. Nixon signed the Home Rule Act, giving D.C. a locally elected mayor and council.
"Initially there was a lot of euphoria," said Hobson, who worked for decades on D.C. federal affairs both in the mayor's office and in Congress, and whose father was a prominent civil rights fighter in the District who served on the first D.C. Council.
But almost immediately, Hobson said, it became clear how "precarious" the concept of limited home rule really was, given that federal oversight remained and that the city's laws were still subject to it. That created an enduring democratic conundrum, he said, in which D.C.'s elected officials always would be caught between two constituencies: the people who elected them, and the people who oversaw the city, who could take away home rule at any time.
"It doesn't matter who the mayor was, from Walter Washington to Muriel Bowser -- this was always a problem," he said.

D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) during a congressional oversight hearing on Capitol Hill in September. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


Hobson saw this year, however, as the "most difficult" period for home rule, given the scope and number of bills that Republicans in Congress are trying to pass -- more than a dozen, mostly seeking to overhaul D.C. criminal justice policies -- and the extent to which President Donald Trump has gone to exert his will on the city.
Cora Masters Barry, whose husband, the late Marion Barry, served four terms as mayor, said what is happening now harks back to the pre-home-rule era. She pointed to "the hostile racial overtones and the demeaning of the citizens and the character of the city" from Republicans during a House Oversight Committee hearing in September, in which they painted the District as a crime-ridden hellscape.
Some observers look back at D.C.'s time under a federally ordered financial control board in the 1990s as the last time it experienced such intense federal intervention. But Barry said that felt different. The board was made up of smart, devoted D.C. residents trying to right the city's finances, she said.
"You still never got the feeling that they were against us. They were your neighbors, you know?" she said. "And this is different, in the sense that it's not necessarily trying to take our rights as it is trying to take over the control of the city. Especially as it relates to law enforcement, and that's very scary."

Attorney General Pam Bondi speaks during a news conference in August on crime in the nation's capital, after President Donald Trump placed the D.C. police under federal control. (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)


Beverly Perry, who served as a special adviser to Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) for 10 years until this October, said that when Trump took office, Bowser and her deputies looked for ways to keep Trump at bay by partnering on some requests. He wanted to see manicured lawns. Illuminated tunnels with polished tiles. Homeless encampments cleaned up.
The thinking was, Perry said, "If this is satisfactory, then you don't need to be involved."
Then came Aug. 11, the morning Trump announced at a news conference that he was declaring a crime emergency in the nation's capital, seizing control over the D.C. police for 30 days and deploying the National Guard. The mayor had no notice.
A comment from one official in a meeting that day stood out in Perry's memory: "This is not about D.C. -- D.C. is just the test case" -- the city where Trump had more power than any other jurisdiction.
Some activists in D.C. turned up the pressure on Bowser to speak out more loudly against Trump and show greater resistance. Perry said that is not Bowser's style -- "the mayor is a diplomat," she said -- and she did not believe that approach would protect home rule.
"Home rule was granted to the city by simple statute. It can be taken away, repealed, by a simple vote," Perry said. "That is how fragile it is, and people who don't understand that fragility, it's a sad day."

D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb, with Bowser, sued the Trump administration over its "hostile takeover" of the city's police. (Kent Nishimura/For The Washington Post)


Bowser repeatedly described home rule as her "North Star" in the decisions she was making, even if residents disagreed.
Once asked this fall how she would repair the "spirit of D.C." after a grueling year, Bowser answered, "I think the spirit of D.C. is alive and well."
"Every neighborhood I go in, when I see the D.C. flag, I know that the spirit is alive and well, and D.C. people, just like any other -- well, I think more -- are concerned about their neighbors and want to stand up for their neighbors," she said.

D.C. schoolchildren compose posters in March on Capitol Hill to protest a looming $1.1 billion cut to the District's local budget. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


Ten-year-old Ellen Wendel had never been inside the Capitol before, but that day in March she would learn what all D.C. residents do at some point: why their city is so different.
She made a poster that said, "Pass the D.C. Local Funds Act!" -- the bill that would reverse the $1.1 billion cut to D.C.'s budget. And along with her entire class at Lee Montessori Public Charter School, she went from office to office, for three hours, urging senators and their staff to do just that. She told them she didn't want her teachers to lose their jobs.
One day later, the U.S. Senate listened -- and unanimously passed the bill.
Ellen and her classmates were ecstatic, she said, feeling like they made a difference. (The House, however, would not follow suit, ultimately requiring D.C. to make various budget maneuvers to avert the worst outcomes.)
"I learned I should always make my voice be heard," Ellen said, "and not just stand in the shadows and watch, like, the world be changed."
In a city with little autonomy, residents of all ages discovered the power of their individual agency in diverse ways, said Criner Brown, one of the parent organizers. "They understood that there was a role that they could play, that there was something they could contribute," she said.
For some, including Criner Brown, it was through the Free DC organization, which exploded this year with a ubiquitous presence at the Capitol and in demonstrations. For others it was through neighborhood activism.
Tara Sun Vanacore, president of the Parent Teacher Organization at a Columbia Heights elementary school, felt the pull in the direct aftermath of Trump's August emergency declaration, in which he also dispatched ICE agents across the city. Columbia Heights felt like "the epicenter of ICE activity," she said. "That was when, you know, we were really scrambling to think about how we were going to protect our families."

A memorial on Holmead Place NW in D.C. for someone detained by ICE. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


In the beginning, the principal and teachers personally escorted some immigrant children from their apartments to the school, she said, as parents were afraid to leave home, seeing ICE detentions unfolding. (The Washington Post is not identifying the school because of those fears.) Sun Vanacore said she organized know-your-rights training because the Bowser administration was not distributing any information materials. And with the help of parent volunteers, she tried to set up a walking school bus, though some families were still afraid to even walk to meetup points.
They saw the most uptake, she said, with the food drive. It aided struggling immigrant families as well as those feeling the heat of the city's economic woes, such as scores of federal workers who were laid off -- a confluence of so many of the city's challenges this year, Sun Vanacore said. Donations from the community flooded in -- and continue to. "I was just emailing today with the resource coordinator saying, Can the school handle this kind of influx of donations?" she said recently. "It's been really gratifying to see the community come together in that way."
The faith community stepped up as well. The Rev. William Lamar IV, pastor at Metropolitan AME Church who organizes with the Washington Interfaith Network, said numerous congregations had an alert system to let immigrants know if ICE was spotted on their routes to church on Sunday mornings. His majority-Black congregation was hit hardest by the federal worker layoffs, and parishioners stepped up to provide financial aid.
Kristi Matthews, executive director of the D.C. Girls Coalition, worked with several groups to set up "safe spaces" for youth after school -- a blending of activities like poetry and artwork with training sessions on how to talk to police, as Black and Brown youth in particular felt nervous encountering so many more officers in their neighborhoods, she said.
"What was beautiful about our young people is they decided to stand up and stand together," Matthews said. "We had young people experiencing all kinds of things. We had young people whose family members were getting disappeared by ICE. We had people whose family members were getting detained for various reasons, and all while that is happening, they're still showing up."
Other Washingtonians encountered city solidarity in everyday life.

A daily, five-minute pots-and-pans protest in the Mount Pleasant neighborhood to call attention to the Trump administration's immigration policies. (Rod Lamkey Jr./AP) 


Free DC started a trend of nightly pot-banging, a form of protest with a long international history, and on many nights in the Wendel family's Brookland neighborhood, it got loud. Ellen helped. Katie Wendel, Ellen's mom, said she was sure there were probably bigger ways to get involved -- but through this one small act, she said, she could feel the pride of a city.
"As challenging as this year has been," she said, "in so many ways I think it just has also been an opportunity to see how many great people live in D.C. And care about D.C."
Jenny Gathright contributed to this report.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Near freezing at midnight, and a fresh blast of cold air to start 2026
A predawn burst of snow is possible New Year's Day.

The Washington Monument near sunrise. (Brian Paeth/Flickr)


By Ian Livingston | 2025-12-31
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Mostly cloudy into the night. Temperatures dip to within a few degrees of freezing for the ball drop. A brief burst of snow is possible before dawn on New Year's Day.
What's next? Temperatures hardly budge through the afternoon, holding around freezing. Right around 40 on Friday and through the weekend.
It's the coldest December in Washington since 2010. Only eight days had above average temperatures.

Temperatures this month compared to average. (PRISM Climate Group) 


December's average temperature in D.C. is 41.7 degrees. This year's preliminary average, of 37.3 degrees, is closer to the monthly average for low temperatures, 34.5 degrees.
At the preliminary 4.4 degrees below average, it is still a good deal "milder" than 2010's 34.6 degrees, which was 7.1 degrees below average.
We ring in 2026 with a new round of cold air arriving in the hours after midnight. Thursday should open January with high temperatures about 10 degrees below the usual.
A powerful cold front, ushering in Arctic air, is poised to sweep through the D.C. area between 4 and 8 a.m. Thursday. Computer model simulations indicate a narrow line of snow showers will cut across the area as the front passes, progressing from northwest to southeast. Snow may only last for 15 to 20 minutes as the front passes, but it could fall heavily in some spots, reducing visibility. Gusty winds could blow the snow around a bit.

Radar simulation of snow showers progressing from northwest to southeast across the D.C. area between 3 and 8 a.m. Thursday. Universal time displayed; subtract 5 hours for Eastern time. (WeatherBell) 


The snow may skip some areas and won't have much time to accumulate, but a quick dusting can't be ruled out. Because temperatures will fall from the low 30s into the upper 20s after the snow ends, a few slick spots could form on untreated surfaces. As it will be a holiday, there shouldn't be much traffic, but be aware of the possibility of this snow burst if you have to travel early Thursday morning.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: A good deal of clouds through the night. Temperatures range from 31 to 35 during the ball drop, coldest north and west. A quick burst of snow is possible predawn, which could leave behind a dusting, before lows reach the mid- and upper 20s. Confidence: Medium-High
New Year's Day (Thursday): Gusty and cold despite increasing sun during the day. Highs mainly in the low or mid-30s. Winds from the northwest gust to around 30 or 35 mph. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Mainly clear skies and relatively lighter winds. That's a good combination for maximizing cold temperatures. Lows end up mainly in the upper teens to lower 20s. Confidence: Medium
A look ahead
Partly cloudy for Friday and still chilly but not as cold as Thursday. Temperatures should rise to the upper 30s and lower 40s in the afternoon. Confidence: Medium
Pretty similar through the weekend. It could lean cloudier than not on Saturday then back to partly cloudy for Sunday. Highs both days are near 40, give or take a few degrees. Confidence: Medium
Today's daily digit -- 5/10: Not the most exciting end to 2025 when it comes to weather but that's probably a good thing for plans. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this day in 1970, a calendar-day record 4.9 inches of snow fell. An additional 4.4 inches fell on New Year's Day in 1971, producing a storm total of 9.3 inches. It was the biggest snowstorm in nearly four years, The Washington Post reported. At Dulles Airport, 15 inches fell.
Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 46
	Average low: 32
	Record high: 70 (1965)
	Record low: minus-13 (1880)
	Record precipitation: 1.68 inches (1975)
	Maximum snow: 4.9 inches (1970)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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National
Florida's bear hunt numbers are lower than expected
Florida officials permitted bear hunting for the first time in 10 years. The number of bears killed was lower than expected and did not draw the same public outcry as last time.

A black bear is weighed by biologists near Lake Mary, Florida, in 2015. (Luis Santana/AP)


By Lori Rozsa | 2026-01-01
Florida's first black bear hunt in a decade ended with 52 bears killed -- far fewer than the 172 the state wildlife commission had allowed for.
Despite the lower number, officials called the hunt a "success." The total "is a hunter success rate very close to other states with similar hunt parameters," the Fish and Wildlife Commission said in a press release.
"It's about helping bears succeed over the long term in our state and is a way for us to guide an iconic Florida species into the future, for their benefit and ours," Chief Conservation Officer George Warthen said in the press release.
Bear advocates say the results show there aren't enough bears in Florida to hunt, and also not enough public support for it. The last time the state allowed a bear hunt was 10 years ago, when more than 300 bears were killed in a two-day span, sparking furious opposition to what some called "a slaughter." In contrast, the 2025  hunt was conducted in almost total secrecy to avoid negative coverage.
"I'm elated that less than a third of the bear killing tags were utilized," said Katrina Shadix, founder of Bear Warriors United. "And we're definitely going to honor those 52 slain bears by working even harder to win the lawsuit against the FWC [Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission] to stop bear hunting forever in Florida."
Bear hunting proponent Travis Thompson said the low number didn't surprise him. The duration of the hunt was short -- three weeks, from Dec. 6 to 28. And many of the people who got one of the 172 permits the state issued said they would deliberately not use it, as a tactic to depress the number of bears killed.
Wildlife officials divided the state into four "bear zones," with numbers of bears permitted to be killed limited in each zone. Most of the hunting was expected to take place on private land.
"It could be a guy that got a tag drawn and couldn't find a piece of property that held bears on it," Thompson, executive director at the All Florida conservation organization, said. "There could have been a guy that drew a tag and was competing for the same bear with another hunter."
The state changed its bear-hunting rules after the last hunt in 2015 was ended shortly after it began. That hunt, the first in 20 years, was halted after an estimated 304 bears were killed the first weekend. The quota that year was 320.
It took a decade for hunting groups to convince the state game commission to allow another bear hunt. Although a public opinion survey conducted for the agency showed 75 percent of respondents opposed it, and only 2 percent of Floridians hold a hunting license, the commission approved the controversial hunt in May.
Hunters say the state's success in bringing the black bear population from a low of 500 in the 1970s to about 4,000 today allows for a hunt, but it continues to be controversial.
More than 163,000 people applied for one of the 172 permits issued. Each permit allowed for the killing of one bear.
Shadix said the low number of bears killed should send a signal to state officials.
"When you can't find bears, when you can't find wildlife to kill them as easily as you could if they were really overpopulated or really robust," she said, "that's proof right there."
Shadix and others said the lack of data coming from the Florida wildlife agency, which did not release any information on how many bears were killed until after the hunt ended, and has not said where they were killed or their age or gender, makes it difficult for the public to understand what happened in the three weeks that hunters were permitted to kill black bears.
Shannon Knowles, spokeswoman for the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, said more information will be released after biologists study the data they collected from the 52 hunters and the bears they killed.
"We will evaluate the data collected to inform future hunts, including the number of unused permits and hunter success rates," Knowles said in an email.
The next Florida bear hunt is scheduled to run from October through December.
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Oyster, crab, lobster thieves strike back-to-back in New England
The trio of seafood heists underscores the growing concern of cargo theft. And food is the No. 1 target, experts say.

Lobsters await shipping at a wholesale distributor in Arundel, Maine. (Robert F. Bukaty/AP)


By Ben Brasch | 2026-01-01
A trio of recent commercial seafood thefts in New England highlights a titanic problem: cargo theft.
Forty thousand oysters and the 14 watery cages in which they sat were discovered missing from a facility in Falmouth, Maine, on Nov. 22, authorities said. The mollusks and equipment were valued at nearly $20,000.
Then, authorities believe, thieves took a shipment of crab Dec. 2, and someone stole $400,000 worth of processed lobster meat 10 days later after both shipments left the same cold-storage warehouse in Taunton, Massachusetts, according to the Boston Globe and the AP.
Dylan Rexing, CEO of Rexing Companies, the broker that arranged the lobster pickup, told the AP that the carrier his group hired was impersonating another company.
"They had a spoofed email address. They changed the name on the side of the truck. They made a fake certified driver's license. It's a very sophisticated crime," he told the AP.
Neither Rexing nor Taunton police responded to phone calls from The Washington Post on Wednesday.
Cargo thefts have surged in the United States and Canada in recent years -- with 3,625 reported incidents in 2024 representing a 27 percent increase from 2023, according to cargo theft tracking firm Verisk CargoNet. The estimated value per theft was $202,364 in 2024, up from $187,895 the previous year.
And food is the top target because everyone needs it.
"I can do without virtual-reality headsets. But I can't do without food," said Keith Lewis, vice president of operations at Verisk CargoNet.
Food theft is a relatively easy crime to get away with because, unlike electronics, food doesn't usually carry trackers or barcodes, Lewis said. The seafood thieves probably had a half-dozen or so buyers lined up beforehand and then went door-to-door peddling their cut-rate lobster and crab to restaurants, he said.
It's hard to bring charges against those restaurant owners.
"I can't prove he knew it was stolen because there's no serial number on that lobster," Lewis said.
He said the use of a fraudulent company, as alleged in the lobster case, appears in about 40 percent of cargo thefts.
Beyond being illegal, Lewis said what worries him about the theft of seafood and other perishable proteins is that there's no way to ensure they have been held at the correct temperatures. So thieves not concerned with food safety might be sickening patrons.
Cargo thieves also tend to prefer taking food because law enforcement typically doesn't initiate investigations of perishable goods quickly, and it's "nearly impossible" to track stolen food items, Adam Blanchard, CEO of Tanager Logistics and Double Diamond Transport in Texas, testified at a Senate subcommittee hearing in February.
Government statistics on cargo theft are hard to come by. Local law enforcement agencies are not required to report the thefts to the FBI, and cargo theft isn't mentioned as a specific category of theft in the relevant federal statute, Blanchard said. But the American Trucking Association, a 37,000-member transportation trade organization, estimates thieves targeting freight shipments cost the U.S. economy up to $35 billion per year.
Thieves also respond to the demands of the market, Blanchard told Congress. During the coronavirus pandemic, he said, thieves targeted medical supplies and household goods. As egg prices soared in 2025 due in part to an avian flu outbreak, cargo thieves reportedly stole 100,000 eggs.
Experts say cargo thefts are usually the work of organized rings. In 2024, "Operation Beef Bandit" led to the arrest of four Philadelphia men who had allegedly spent years making millions by stealing beef and seafood from parked tractor-trailers as drivers slept.
These kinds of thefts are ultimately going to affect one party more than any other, Lewis said: "It's going to fall back on the consumers eventually."
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In Mamdani's New York, Muslims become a political and demographic force 
Muslim New Yorkers formed the backbone of Zohran Mamdani's mayoral election victory, ushering in a new era for New York and the city's changing demographics.

Imam Omar Niass, second from left, leads evening prayers with mostly Senegalese Muslim migrants on March 15, 2024, at Masjid Ansaru-Deen mosque in the Bronx. (Bebeto Matthews/AP)


By Tim Craig | 2026-01-01
NEW YORK -- Othman Alahlemi and 200 other men had crammed into the decades-old Bronx Muslim Center for afternoon prayers, tripping over each other as they tried to leave down a narrow set of stairs in the two-story building.
But as he stepped outside, he could see a new, 32,000-square-foot mosque rising above a community of Yemeni food markets, gift shops and clothing stores. The new Bronx Muslim Center, scheduled to open in late 2026 in the recently named "Little Yemen" neighborhood, will become the largest mosque in New York state -- at least until several other Muslim communities in the city complete their own expansion projects.
"We have built a neighborhood and community here," said Alahlemi, a Yemeni immigrant who looked up at a flag from his native country that hangs on a street once dominated by Italian immigrants. "We are going to have a bigger space, where we can also teach our children, and Muslims from all over will be coming here."
In a city famous for its ethnic diversity, where power has been held by successive waves of Dutch, Irish, Italian, Jewish and Black residents, Muslims are now rising to prominence and becoming a distinct political force. In November, they formed the backbone of Zohran Mamdani's mayoral election victory, ushering in a new era for New York and the city's changing demographics.

In a private, late-night ceremony on Jan. 1, Zohran Mamdani was sworn in as New York City's mayor in a decommissioned subway station in Manhattan.


The 34-year-old assemblyman took office Thursday as the city's first Muslim and South Asian mayor, bringing hope to Muslim residents who for decades have felt they were merely on the edges of municipal power.
"We feel reflected in him," Hafeez Raza, a 64-year-old seamstress in Brooklyn, said about Mamdani. "For the first time in a long time, people here feel the power to speak."
New York's Muslim community includes surging populations of South Asians, Indo-Caribbeans, Arabs and Africans as well as a historical population of African American Muslims. They have transformed neighborhoods from the Bronx to Brooklyn to Queens, revitalizing commercial districts and building schools and houses of worship while navigating immigration crackdowns and Islamophobic attacks.
Interviews with more than two dozen Muslim residents and leaders across the city reveal a population buoyed by its rising clout in city politics but with occasional doubts about Mamdani and his democratic socialist policies. Some Muslims maintain they are much more conservative on issues such as policing, education and business regulation than Mamdani is.

Zohran Mamdani visits a store as he campaigns in the Bronx on Oct. 29. (Eduardo Munoz/Reuters)


Still, the Muslim community, which 25 years ago endured harassment and government surveillance after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, is finding New York more of a safe haven as the Mamdani era begins, residents and community leaders said. They expect the new mayor to become a vocal advocate for their communities and a foil for conservative politicians, including those in places such as Washington, D.C., Florida and Texas, who continue to vilify them and their institutions.
"I think what this election represented is an awakening of the Muslim community to say, 'Enough of being on the receiving end of inequality,'" said Afaf Nasher, executive director of the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), New York. "If we want a better New York for us, our neighbors and the city beyond, then we need to be part of the process."
After a nasty campaign that included attacks against him that some considered to be Islamophobic, Mamdani seems to be savoring his role as a barrier-breaking New York politician. During his victory speech, he made it clear that his Muslim identity will remain a central tenet of his values and principles.
"I am young, despite my best efforts to grow older. I am Muslim. I am a democratic socialist," Mamdani said. "And most damning of all, I refuse to apologize for any of this."
With religious identity not counted by the U.S. Census Bureau, estimates of the number of Muslims in New York vary.
CAIR estimates there are 1 million Muslims in the city, nearly 1 in 8 residents, or about 12 percent. That would be a quarter-million more people than the group counted a decade ago, Nasher said. Mamdani also claims that a million Muslims reside in the city.
Other estimates suggest a smaller population.

A Yemeni man eats with his friends at Yemen Cafe and Restaurant in Brooklyn on June 8. (Adam Gray/Getty Images)


The Public Religion Research Institute, a Washington-based think tank, estimates that Muslims account for less than 1 percent of the population in Manhattan and from 1 percent to 6 percent in Staten Island, Brooklyn, the Bronx and Queens. The organization found that Muslims outnumbered Jewish residents in two boroughs, Queens and the Bronx.
Data from the November election shows the community held growing influence.
A group that organizes South Asian and Indo-Caribbean New Yorkers, Desis Rising Up and Moving (DRUM), has built a database of voters it believes to be Muslim. The database identified 307,000 registered voters who were Muslim, up from 245,000 registered voters in the 2021 mayoral elections. ("Desi" is a slang term for people from the Indian subcontinent.)
Fahd Ahmed, DRUM's executive director, said an after-election analysis of voting records show that Muslims make up about 7 percent of registered voters but accounted for 14 percent of the votes cast in 2025. Network exit polling found Muslims made up just 4 percent of the electorate, but 10 percent of voters also responded "other" when asked if they had a major religion or no religion at all.

African migrants outside a residence that serves as the Masjid Ansaru-Deen mosque. (Bebeto Matthews/AP)


There are now large concentrations of Muslims in neighborhoods in the Bronx, Queens and Brooklyn. Even Staten Island, a historical anchor of New York's working-class White and conservative population, has seen a significant increase in its Muslim population, said Abdullah Akl, the political director for the Muslim American Society of New York, which is working to quadruple the size of a mosque it manages there.
In eastern Queens, the Jamaica neighborhood has become a center of New York's expanding Bangladeshi community. Between 2000 and 2020, the Bangladeshi community in New York grew fivefold, according to census data. About 90 percent of Bangladeshi immigrants are Muslim, according to community leaders.
Besides sharing the same faith, Ahmed said, New York's Muslim voters were drawn to Mamdani because of his pledge to make New York City more affordable, including freezing rent in rent-stabilized apartments, a promise of free buses and universal child care. Mamdani's strong stance against Israel's war in Gaza and his vows to protect undocumented immigrants from ICE raids also likely galvanized Muslim voters, Ahmed said.
"His campaign was focused on people's material needs," Ahmed said. "Housing, child care and transit resonated with people immediately because it was speaking to people's need of: 'How does this make my life better?"
At Darul Uloom New York, several hundred people gathered for prayers on a recent Friday, the holiest day of the week for Muslims. Darul Uloom serves as both a mosque and a religious school for 500 children, billing itself as the largest madrassa for Bangladeshi children outside Bangladesh.
After he finished his prayers, M. Anwar Khandker recalled how there used to be "only one mosque in Queens" when he moved to New York in 1985. Today, Khandker said, there are dozens.
"Every day, someone lands at JFK airport from the Bangladeshi community," he said. "More than 50 percent stay."
Khandker, a chemist who helped establish Darul Uloom, said its worshipers rallied behind Mamdani because they saw links between his values and the teachings of their faith.
"He used the word 'socialist' and that meant five fundamental things -- the right to food, clothing, education, health and shelter," said Khandker, who was especially drawn to Mamdani's pledge of universal child care. "It's economic sense, because Islam says the same thing."

Mamdani distributes hot chocolate during an event in Manhattan on Dec. 4. (Charly Triballeau/AFP/Getty Images)


Southern Brooklyn's Sunset Park neighborhood also has a robust Muslim population as residents spill over from Bay Ridge, where thousands of Arab residents live.
The neighborhood is home to the Muslim Community Center in Brooklyn, where on a recent day Abdel Tazghina huddled alone in the second-story prayer room next to a space heater as he waited for afternoon prayers to begin. He enjoyed the quiet, Tazghina said, because on some days the place is so crowded that some must pray in an area that also serves as a funeral home.
Tazghina, 71, immigrated from Morocco in 1988 to work as a construction worker and received his U.S. citizenship in 2022. He cast his first vote for Donald Trump in 2024, believing President Joe Biden's administration had allowed in too many undocumented immigrants. His second vote was for Mamdani.
"We want him to do his job correctly as the rent is very expensive, the bills are very expensive and food is very expensive," Tazghina said. "You used to be able to go [to the grocery store] with $50, you got your whole basket full. Now with $50, you get nothing, and if he can fix that, it will be good."
In Brooklyn's Midwood neighborhood, the growth of the Pakistani population has carved out an area now known as "Little Pakistan" on Coney Island Avenue. Since it became the epicenter for the New York Police Department's controversial surveillance of Muslims after the Sept. 11 attacks, the community had a reputation for being insular and rejecting domestic politics.
But between Mamdani's primary victory and the general election, 1,643 residents in the area registered to vote, according to data provided by DRUM. In precincts where large concentrations of Pakistani Americans reside, about 70 percent of residents supported Mamdani, according to election results.
Even today, two months after the election, posters and flags supporting Mamdani hang in front of many businesses on Coney Island Avenue. The scene is reminiscent of the visible signs of support for Trump in small Rust Belt cities that lingered in front yards and flag poles long after ballots had been counted.
Most Muslims said they do not expect Mamdani to do anything specifically for their community besides representing them and standing up for them should they feel threatened.
"All I want from him is for him to support the Muslim community," said Danish Ishaq, 31, a Pakistani American. "I just hope he doesn't hide it."
But Nasher, executive director of CAIR's New York chapter, said the community does have specific policy changes that it hopes Mamdani will implement.
Nasher said CAIR will press the incoming mayor to clarify that Muslims in New York City public schools have a "religious accommodation" that entitles them to pray in school. She also expects Mamdani to establish new ground rules for the New York Police Department Strategic Response Group, which she has accused of heavy-handed treatment of Muslims protesting the war in Gaza.
Mamdani will also be called upon to hire Muslims at all levels of city government, Nasher said.
Akl added that the Muslim leaders also will be "holding Mamdani accountable" for promises he made about weakening ties between city government and Israel.

People cross the Brooklyn Bridge during a protest in support of Palestinians on Oct. 28, 2023. (Adam Gray/AFP/Getty Images)


That sentiment concerns Rabbi Ammiel Hirsch, senior rabbi of Stephen Wise Free Synagogue in Manhattan's Upper West Side. Hirsch, also the president of the New York Board of Rabbis, stressed he and his congregants would never "judge people by their religion, where they were born, or the color of their skin."
Hirsch said he is alarmed by growing anti-Zionism in New York and around the nation. He worries that Mamdani shares those beliefs. Mamdani has demurred when asked if he supports Israel's right to exist as a Jewish state. Mamdani has disavowed antisemitism, and one of his newly hired aides resigned in December after one day on the job, when years-old social media posts she wrote came to light. The posts echoed anti-Jewish tropes.
"I hope he understands, both in terms of his rhetoric and policy initiatives, that there is a direct connection between an ideological rejection of Israel's right to exist and growing hostility to Jews in New York," Hirsch said of Mamdani. "And it's an issue for all New Yorkers because, if hostility to Jews grows, then the city itself will become more intolerant, more violent, more nasty and less of the beautiful city that all of us love."
In Little Yemen, in the Bronx's Morris Park neighborhood, residents and local leaders say their biggest hope for Mamdani is that he strengthens the community.
The Bronx Muslim Center opened in 1998, sparking the development of a new community identity. Within a year, halal grocery stores and restaurants started opening nearby, said Yahay Obeid, outreach director for the mosque.
In the aftermath of the 2008 housing crisis, Yemenis and other Arab residents flocked to the neighborhood to buy up distressed properties. The influx accelerated when civil war broke out in Yemen in 2011. Today, Obeid estimates that 15,000 Yemenis live in Morris Park.
With the current Bronx Muslim Center having a capacity of just 200 people, Friday prayers -- which can attract 2,500 -- have been shifted to a nearby wedding hall until the new mosque is completed. And residents have symbolically renamed White Plains Road, which slices through the neighborhood, after a former president of Yemen, Ibrahim al-Hamdi.
Obeid, who voted for Mamdani, cautions that Yemenis have some concerns about him. He said the community supports "more police"; Mamdani has pledged to hold New York Police Department staffing at current levels. The community generally opposes additional government regulation and "is more on the conservative side" regarding what is taught in schools, he said.
"But we now have a Muslim running the largest city in America," Obeid said. "So, we are going to give him a chance."
The influx of Yemeni residents and business owners has been a boon for the local economy, said Camelia Tepelus, executive director of the Morris Park Business Improvement District. She said her commercial district, which covers 21 blocks and 315 businesses, now has a lower vacancy rate than even some of the wealthiest shopping areas in Manhattan.
"When I started in this job seven years ago, there were some Middle Eastern businesses on two blocks," said Tepelus. "But now basically half of the corridor, and 80 percent of new businesses opened, are Middle Eastern or North African-owned."

Yemen Cafe and Restaurant in Brooklyn. (Adam Gray/Getty Images)


The shifting demographics at times have led to some tensions. Last January someone defaced a menorah and Christmas banner that the district traditionally puts up over the holidays.
Some longtime residents were also outraged when youths clashed with police on a Morris Park street in 2023. A video of the incident shows someone yelling "this is Arab land" at police.
"The more established Yemeni organizations said this was just kids and teens," Tepelus said. "But at the end of the day, for someone to say, 'this is Arab land', on Morris Park Avenue, which for 100 years was Italian, was pretty shocking."
Mark Watson's house, lit up in Christmas lights, sits around the corner from where the new Bronx Muslim Center is being built. Watson, who is Black, said the newer residents have driven up the value of the house his late mother bought 30 years ago for $185,000.
"It's now worth $1.1 million, so everything is working out," Watson, 31, said. "This now feels like a real community. ... Everyone even addresses you as 'brother'."
That sense of community will only sharpen in coming months, Obeid said. The recently established Little Yemen Neighborhood Council will hold its first meeting in January. Obeid said the group hopes Mamdani will be the guest speaker.
Polling director Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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Europe
About 40 killed, 115 injured in New Year's bar fire at Swiss ski resort
Officials ruled out the possibility of an attack and are investigating the cause of the blaze, which left many of the injured with "significant, severe burns."

The site of a fire at a bar in Crans-Montana, Switzerland, on Thursday. (Maxime Schmid/AFP/Getty Images)


By Bart Schaneman, Jennifer Hassan, Maham Javaid | 2026-01-01
About 40 people were killed and 115 injured, many severely, after a fire broke out during a New Year's celebration at a bar in southwest Switzerland, according to Swiss officials.
Identifying the victims and informing their families will take several days, said Frederic Gisler, the Valais canton police commander, at a news conference Thursday afternoon. Nationalities of victims were not provided.
The fire struck the Constellation bar in Crans-Montana, in the heart of the Swiss Alps, around 1:30 a.m., as New Year's celebrations were underway. Officials ruled out the possibility of an attack.
At the Thursday news conference, Swiss officials were asked about whether champagne bottles with flames may have played a role and if all safety regulations were followed. But officials declined to comment, saying the investigation to determine the circumstances around the fire is still underway.
Mathias Reynard, president of the local Valais government, said at the news conference that an evening of celebration turned into "a nightmare" as he offered condolences to families of the victims. He said more than 10 helicopters, 40 ambulances and 150 responders were deployed to the scene.
Many of the injured have "significant, severe burns," Reynard said, adding that the intensive care unit at the Valais hospital is full. He said some victims were sent to other hospitals for treatment and urged the public to be careful and not place further strain on health care workers.
Fifteen people are being treated at Zurich University Hospital, said Marcel Schlatter, the hospital's head of media. "The vast majority of them are young people around 20 years old," Schlatter said via email. "All have severe burn injuries."
Lausanne University Hospital is treating 22 patients, said Claire Charmet, the hospital's director, according to Swiss newspaper 24 Heures. Charmet said "the most serious cases" are between the ages of 16 and 26 on average.
Switzerland has only two centers that treat burns with more than 20 percent of body surface area affected; these are Lausanne and Zurich, according to 24 Heures, neither of which is close by.
The Constellation lounge bar is open seven days a week until 2 a.m. and has a capacity of 300 people with a terrace that holds 40, according to the resort's tourism agency. The bar is located within the Crans-Montana Mountain Resort, popular for its skiing, gourmet restaurants and nightlife. The resort was acquired by the U.S.-based Vail Resorts in 2023.
Consular officials at the U.S. Embassy in Bern are ready to provide assistance to U.S. citizens who may have been affected by the fire, the embassy said in a statement Thursday. The Washington Post was not able to verify if any U.S. citizens were impacted by the fire.

Inside the Constellation bar, where the fire broke out. (Police Cantonale Valaisanne/AP)


The area was cordoned off, and a no-fly zone was established over Crans-Montana, according to authorities. A helpline has been set up for those concerned about loved ones.
"What was a moment of joy turned into a tragedy in Crans-Montana last night, felt across the country and beyond," Swiss President Guy Parmelin said on X.
The British Embassy in Switzerland said in a statement Thursday that "nationals from multiple countries" were probably affected and that it was ready to support British nationals there.
Crans-Montana attracts about 3 million visitors a year and has year-round sunshine, according to the tourism agency. It houses luxury retail stores, five-star hotels, including the Six Senses lodge and spa, and a luxury 45-room ski-in, ski-out chalet-style property. The area has 87 miles of trails and is about a two-hour train ride south from the Swiss capital, Bern.
The resort has played a key role in professional skiing, hosting more than 50 World Cup races and the 1987 World Championships. It is set to host the FIS Alpine World Ski Championships in February 2027.

The street outside the Constellation after the fire. (Maxime Schmid/AFP/Getty Images)
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World
2025 was a year of heightened conflict, amid wars in Gaza, Ukraine and Sudan
Violent conflicts around the world left at least 240,000 people dead in 2025, ACLED data shows. The high level of conflict remained steady after years of increasing.

(Ed Ram/For The Washington Post)


By Susannah George | 2026-01-01
The year 2025 saw high levels of deadly violence around the world, as conflicts grew less restrained, with civilians increasingly victims of attacks by governments and non-state actors alike, according to monitoring data. Amid the tumult, peacemaking remains difficult and in many regions, conflicts that simmered for years are spreading.
Multiple, grueling wars unfolding simultaneously is the "new normal" for global conflict, according to Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, or ACLED, a monitoring group based in the United States. And this more violent environment is changing the nature of war, according to ACLED: Armed groups and governments using violence are "less restrained that at any other time in recent decades." The level of conflict remained steady at a high level after years of increasing.
Conflict-related violence last year killed more than 240,000 people worldwide. Europe experienced the greatest increase in violence, driven by Russia's ongoing invasion on Ukraine, and in the Middle East high levels of violence persisted despite several shaky ceasefires coming into force, ACLED data shows.
Gaza, Ukraine and Sudan saw some of the deadliest conflicts in 2025. In Myanmar, a civil war continued to grind on. Flashes of conflict elsewhere also contributed to the sustained pattern of global violence, including wars between Israel and Iran in June and India and Pakistan in May. Thailand and Cambodia also clashed, with violence between the two countries resurging late in the year.
A key factor driving high levels of global conflict is the decision by the United States to step back from its posture as enforcer of the rules-based international order, argues Ian Bremmer, the president and founder of Eurasia Group, a political risk firm. "There is more of a vacuum," Bremmer said, since the Trump administration has unilaterally withdrawn from some international bodies while slashing support for others.
"Without that, there are lots of bad actors, rouge states, non-state actors that feel they have more impunity to do whatever they want in an environment like this," he said.
The rise in global conflict levels stretches back further than Trump's second term. For years, the rise of non-state actors like militants or terrorist groups drove conflict, from al-Qaeda to the Islamic State group in Iraq and Syria. And global power shifts disbursed conflict worldwide as great power competition increasingly played out though proxies, according to analysts and monitors.
In his second term, Trump has sought to build his legacy as a peacemaker, pursuing the Nobel Peace Prize. He says he has ended a growing list of conflicts. But in some of them, his role remains contested or violence has returned.
The war in Ukraine was the deadliest conflict of 2025, according to ACLED, with more than 78,000 people killed. Violence escalated as Russian forces pushed to capture more territory along Ukraine's eastern front line and stepped up drone strikes on Ukrainian cities.
Russia launched swarms of hundreds of drones that became more difficult to intercept. The attacks struck residential blocks, government buildings and the energy grid, plunging many parts of the country into darkness during the cold winter months.
In some instances, the Russian attacks appeared to spike as peace talks picked up momentum. But the tiny territorial advances that Russia managed to secure in Ukraine's eastern Donetsk region came at astronomical costs. Russia's slow grind in 2025 cost it more than 200,000 troops killed and wounded, to capture less than an additional 1 percent of Ukrainian territory.

Mourners preside over the coffin containing the remains of Israeli hostage Idan Shtivi during his funeral on Sept. 1. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post). 


In the Middle East, which remained a high-conflict region, critical ceasefires went into effect in 2025 but often failed to bring violence levels back down all the way. Israel has conducted regular strikes against Hamas targets in Gaza since agreeing to a ceasefire there in October, including a strike last month that targeted a top commander in the group.
The ceasefire between Israel and Iran that ended the 12-day war in June appears to have largely held, but Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is reportedly eager to launch further strikes on Iranian territory, claiming the country is rebuilding its ballistic missile program. Trump warned Iran this week he would support such strikes if it attempts to rebuild.
In Lebanon, the ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah remained in effect for all of 2025, but Israel continued to launch attacks on Lebanese territory, including multiple strikes on the capital Beirut.
Many in Lebanon fear that after months of low-level violence, a return to all-out war could be inevitable. And the climate of uncertainty appears to be complicating efforts by Lebanon's army to disarm Hezbollah, as the Lebanese militant group has refused to broadly surrender its weapons, saying that the country is still at war.
"Even when wars appear to end, violence often resurges, trapping civilians in relentless cycles of insecurity," ACLED observed in the group's year-end report on global trends.

A Palestinian boy holds a book as he sits in the rubble of a house following overnight Israeli strikes at the Nuseirat refugee camp in central Gaza on April 29. (Eyab Baba/AFP/Getty Images) 


Civilians increasingly bear the brunt of violent conflicts, according to ACLED.
The conflict in the Palestinian territories was the most dangerous for civilians worldwide, per ACLED data, which found that violence in the West Bank and Gaza has impacted the lives of nearly all the people living there. A Washington Post visual analysis here tracked how years of war in Gaza upended lives, livelihoods and learning.
In Sudan, the Rapid Support Forces are believed to have killed more civilians in 2025 than any other non-state actor.
Some of the most egregious allegations of civilian deaths emerged after RSF fighters pushed into the Sudanese town of El Fashir in October. Witnesses interviewed by The Washington Post told of mass killings, widespread rape and torture. In one instance, hundreds of unaccompanied children arrived in a neighboring town after escaping El Fashir, with some saying they saw their parents killed before they fled.

Fatma Swak Fadul holds a shirt belonging her son Omer, who starved to death, while sitting in her home on the outskirts of Omdurman, Sudan, on May 25. Her daughter Nada, only a year and a half, also starved to death. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post) 


In the Caribbean, Haiti saw a significant increase in violence against civilians, according to ACLED, with over 4,500 Haitians killed as a result of political violence. One factor cited by the conflict monitor was the increased use of drones in Haiti, weapons that could make an already deadly conflict more dangerous for civilians.
While the introduction of weaponized drones posed a potential path to turn the tide against violent gangs that threaten to take over the Haitian capital, a Washington Post investigation found that women and children have been among the casualties of drone attacks in Haiti. In September, a child's birthday party was hit by a drone, killing eight children. The gang leader that was the strike's target managed to escape.
ACLED projects that Latin America and the Caribbean are set to continue to see high levels of violence into 2026. As the United States ramps up pressure in the region, including through strikes on alleged drug boats and a military buildup in the Caribbean, governments are expected to crack down internally, setting up standoffs with organized crime.
Maham Javaid contributed to this report.
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Europe
In plan for Ukraine, Trump faces fundamental differences with Russia
Russia invaded Ukraine to restore it to Moscow's orbit, but President Donald Trump's peace plan would increase Kyiv's security, economic and other ties with the West.

People walk across Red Square in Moscow on Monday, the same day that Russia alleged Ukraine had tried to attack one of President Vladimir Putin's vacation residences elsewhere in the country. (Ramil Sitdikov/Reuters)


By Siobhan O'Grady | 2026-01-01
KYIV -- Behind Moscow's unproven claims that Kyiv tried to attack one of Vladimir Putin's vacation residences this week lie far steeper hurdles to ending Russia's war, none more fundamental than Ukraine's unflinching desire to pursue an independent, democratic future tied to the West and Russia's insistence on thwarting that dream to return the country to its own orbit at any cost.
Several provisions in the ceasefire plan being pushed by President Donald Trump would increase the involvement of the United States and European nations in Ukraine, including a proposal to give Kyiv "NATO-like" security guarantees; a plan for a demilitarized "free economic zone" along the current combat line, potentially patrolled by Western forces; and a U.S. role in operating Ukraine's nuclear power plant in Zaporizhzhia, which Russia seized in 2022. All of these cut against Russia's war aims and are almost certain to be rejected by Putin, who insists he is open to a deal.
Despite hints of optimism following Trump's meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky at Mar-a-Lago on Sunday, Ukraine and Russia are starting 2026 with Russia trying once again to influence Trump's opinion of the war, and buying time for continued military gains as the next steps in the peace process are kicked further into January.
This time, the Kremlin seems to have overreached. While Trump initially expressed outrage over Putin's claim that Ukrainian drones targeted one of his residences, on Wednesday, Trump posted a link on social media to a New York Post editorial that said the attack never happened and was likely "an invented or embellished narrative" to disrupt Trump's peace initiative and justify new strikes on Ukraine.
"Putin's entire war is a lie," the editorial proclaimed, adding: "Just as he did in Alaska, Putin was offered peace and instead spat in America's eye."
Russia had sought to get ahead of the talks with Zelensky, with Putin speaking to Trump on the phone before the meeting Sunday. On Monday, after Trump cited progress in the talks, the Kremlin alleged the attempted attack on Putin's residence, for which it has provided scant evidence -- and no claim of damage or casualties. Top Ukrainian officials and many foreign diplomats and analysts said the allegations, which Kyiv vehemently denied, were really an effort by Moscow to derail Trump's plan.

A damaged residential building in Odesa, Ukraine, on Wednesday following Russian strikes that wounded six people, including three children, according to the city's military administration. (Oleksandr Gimanov/AFP/Getty Images)


Tatiana Stanovaya, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center, posting on X, called the allegations "a forceful 'pound on the table' to make the West finally hear that the current peace negotiations are heading in a completely unacceptable direction for Moscow and to derail the emerging US-Ukrainian framework."
Russia's success in stirring global outrage over the alleged attack astonished Ukrainians, who are surviving with almost no electricity because of ceaseless Russian missile strikes and bombing that also regularly kills civilians.
Since mid-November, Ukraine has frantically engaged in talks to rewrite a 28-point peace proposal that made major concessions to Russia and that the White House insisted Kyiv sign by Thanksgiving or risk losing all U.S. support.
The ensuing diplomatic blitz relieved some U.S. pressure on Kyiv and resulted in an abridged, 20-point plan that, while far from ideal for Kyiv, no longer calls for Ukraine simply to surrender territory that Russia has failed to capture. Zelensky and European leaders have sounded increasingly optimistic. Those voices include Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk, who said this week that he believed Trump was potentially willing to deploy U.S. troops as part of the security guarantees.
But for all the talk of progress, what has gone unspoken is that the more acceptable the deal became to Ukraine, the more objectionable it became to Russia, which has never said it is willing to end its war for anything less than total surrender to Putin's demands.

A person walks past Christmas trees at a street market in the town of Vyshhorod, Ukraine, on Monday, during a long power blackout after critical civil infrastructure was hit by Russian missile and drone strikes. (Valentyn Ogirenko/Reuters)


Instead, after leveling the drone allegations this week, Russian officials said Putin had ordered his troops to capture more territory in Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia, Kharkiv and Sumy regions.
Moscow's ultimate goal, however, remains severing Ukraine's ties to the West and keeping Kyiv from pursuing its plans to join the European Union and NATO -- a goal that was central to Putin's invasion and illegal annexation of Crimea and initial military intervention in eastern Ukraine in 2014.
This goal, however, often seems to go unrecognized by Trump and his negotiators, who have tried to cast the U.S. as a neutral mediator in the war despite Putin and other Russian officials routinely insisting that Washington and its NATO allies are not only involved in the war but started it. Trump has been motivated by his effort to portray himself as a peacemaker and perhaps win a Nobel Prize. Putin has been accused of war crimes by the International Criminal Court.
While Ukraine and Russia could each make some compromises, major obstacles are likely to remain insurmountable, signaling just how far they are from an agreement.
Even Trump, who once claimed he could end the conflict within 24 hours, said after meeting Zelensky on Sunday: "This is not a one-day-process deal. This is very complicated stuff."
One of Zelensky's main goals has been to demonstrate to Trump, who has often been swayed by Putin, that Ukraine is not the obstacle to peace. Even just by securing the coveted meeting at Mar-a-Lago, Zelensky appeared to succeed. In that meeting, Zelensky asked Trump to consider extending proposed security guarantees for Ukraine to 50 years, up from 15 -- which he later announced that Trump said he would consider.
Those gains clearly irritated Moscow.
The Kremlin was in overdrive even before Sunday's meeting, with Putin's top foreign policy adviser asserting that it was Trump and Putin who shared a similar view and insisting that a ceasefire agreement, such as the 60-day truce Ukraine was suggesting, would only prolong the war.
But despite those claims and Putin's call to the U.S. president, Trump struck a cautiously optimistic tone after the Zelensky meeting, bolstered by his longtime belief that he alone can end the war. Russia's influence, however, was evident when he told journalists and Zelensky -- who restrained himself by responding with raised eyebrows -- that Russia "wants to see Ukraine succeed."
One senior diplomat who follows the negotiations said Trump's treatment of Zelensky at Mar-a-Lago was "rude, hurtful and even cruel" and demonstrated "a level of complete and utter ignorance."
"At this stage, after everything the Ukrainians bended over backward to give to Trump and deliver to Trump and how they do the dog and pony show, do whatever is asked of them -- then to be told that Russia wants Ukraine to succeed? That probably hurt more than anything," the diplomat said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive negotiations.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky during a bilateral lunch with President Donald Trump at the White House on Oct. 17. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Russia's subsequent claim of an attack on Putin's residence was "a classic psyop," the diplomat added. "Just like every time he goes to meet with Zelensky, Putin finds a way to have a two-hour conversation with Trump just before, which poisons and twists and manipulates."
By Monday, with Zelensky on his way back to Kyiv and plans in the works for follow-up meetings with national security advisers and more talks to coalesce support for an international troop presence in Ukraine after the war, Putin and Trump spoke again by phone.
It was on that call that Putin seemed to convince Trump that Ukraine, just after the Mar-a-Lago meeting ended, had launched a drone attack on him personally by targeting one of his vacation residences in northwest Russia. Moscow has still not said if Putin was at the residence at the time of the alleged attack.
But in a briefing just after the call, Putin's foreign policy adviser, Yuri Ushakov, told journalists that Trump was "outraged" and had expressed relief to Putin that he had not provided Ukraine with long-range Tomahawk missiles as Kyiv had requested earlier in the year. Hours later, Trump repeated the Russian claim to journalists in the U.S., again without providing any evidence. In the same breath, he mentioned his refusal to grant Ukraine's request for Tomahawks.
Ukraine, meanwhile, was insisting publicly and through diplomatic back channels to the U.S. delegation that no such attack had happened -- urging the world not to take Putin at his word.
Russia's own accounts of the alleged attack differed, many pointed out, with some officials claiming 91 drones had been downed near the residence and others reporting 41. It took two days for Russia to release a map it claimed showed the alleged drone trajectories and footage of some wreckage, as well as interviews with people it said were witnesses.
A response by Russian air defenses to such a large attack probably would have set off a flurry of photos and videos on social media by local witnesses, but no such posts appeared.
Zelensky and other top officials warned immediately that the Russian allegations were laying the groundwork for a massive Russian attack on Kyiv in the coming days.
But the rhetorical damage was done. By Tuesday, several countries, including India, Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates, publicly condemned Ukraine's alleged attack, even as they failed to offer any evidence beyond Russia's claims. The CIA declined to comment on whether it had any intelligence regarding the incident Russia reported.
Meanwhile, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said that Moscow would retaliate and had already chosen its targets, stirring widespread warnings of a major upcoming attack on Kyiv.
"If they reject the U.S. leadership and U.S. peace efforts with Ukraine, then they need to tell this straight away and not invent fabricated, fake stories and then -- working with other countries -- try to convince them to react," Heorhii Tykhyi, spokesman for Ukraine's Foreign Ministry, told The Washington Post.
"It took them two days to basically produce those creepy photographs with some debris of some drones," Tykhyi added. "They didn't even bother to make it look plausible."
Diplomats and officials involved in Ukraine's negotiations were astounded not by Russia's allegations, which several described as straight out of the Kremlin's playbook, but by how quickly Russia's narrative took hold.
"I knew that Putin would reject the peace plan, there was no doubt about that; the issue was only which pretext or excuse he would find," said Oleksandr Merezhko, who chairs the foreign affairs committee in Ukraine's parliament.
"Now is a very fragile moment for us because we are sort of diplomatically winning" by making concessions to the Americans in the peace process, Merezhko said. If Putin were to then reject the proposal, there remained a chance that Trump would understand the Russian leader had been "manipulating him all along and he will start to support Ukraine more, and that was our hope. And then Putin makes this move," he said.
"It would be more professional when you're president to ask first the CIA," he added about Trump's initial public condemnation of the alleged attack. On Wednesday, the Wall Street Journal reported that Trump was briefed by the CIA director, John Ratcliffe, and told that a U.S. intelligence assessment found no attack against Putin had occurred.
Drone allegations aside, the long-standing, irreconcilable differences between Russia and Ukraine are the main hurdle to ending the war.
Russia will be reluctant to accept any of the compromises that Kyiv insists are essential to securing its future because so many involve strengthening Ukraine's ties with Europe and the U.S. -- the very outcome Russia invaded to avoid.
Suggestions that Ukraine and Russia could split electricity from the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant -- which Russia seized by force in 2022, risking nuclear catastrophe -- would undermine Russia's efforts to connect the plant to its own grid and deny Ukraine electricity it desperately needs, while probably requiring the presence of a foreign monitoring group.
The proposed free economic zone would dash Moscow's dreams of full control over the Donbas region and would allow new Western investment in Ukrainian interests. A peacekeeping force staffed by troops from countries in a "coalition of the willing," the group of about 30 countries that have offered Ukraine support, would contradict one of Putin's core demands. Russia has already warned it would view any foreign troops in Ukraine as a target.
Alleging an attack on one of Putin's residences was far easier than bridging any of these gaps -- without the cost of Russia appearing to reject Trump's peace initiative.
"Russia doesn't want compromise but it needs to pretend interest to avoid irritating Trump," said Volodymyr Ariev, a Ukrainian opposition lawmaker. "Putin is just playing with him. So, for Russia, it is easy as pie to figure out a reason to disrupt and put responsibility on Ukraine, as has happened before."
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Europe
Queen Camilla says she was assaulted on a train as a teenager
In a radio discussion about violence against women, Queen Camilla for the first time described fighting off an attempted sexual assault as a teenager in Britain.

Britain's Queen Camilla arrives at a Christmas Day service at St. Mary Magdalene Church in eastern England. (Hannah McKay/Reuters)


By Karla Adam | 2025-12-31
LONDON -- In a rare radio interview, as part of a wider conversation on violence against women, Queen Camilla spoke publicly for the first time about her experience fighting off an attempted sexual assault as a teenager on a train in Britain.
In the discussion, which aired Wednesday on BBC Radio 4's "Today" program, Camilla recalled being on a train, reading a book, when "this boy -- man -- attacked me." She said that she fought back and remembered feeling "anger" and being "so furious."
She recalled that when she got off the train, her mother said, "Why is your hair standing on end?" and "Why is a button missing from your coat?"
The queen has long campaigned to raise awareness of domestic and sexual violence, and some of her work is highlighted in the 2024 documentary "Her Majesty the Queen: Behind Closed Doors." This was the first time she has spoken publicly about her own experience.
The conversation was recorded earlier in the month at Clarence House, the London home that she shares with her husband, King Charles III. Camilla was speaking with John Hunt, a BBC racing commentator, and his daughter Amy. Hunt's wife, Carol, and two other daughters, Louise and Hannah, were murdered at their family home in July 2024.
The discussion formed part of a special BBC Radio 4 episode that was guest-edited by former prime minister Theresa May, who, during her time in government, pushed for legislative changes aimed at strengthening protections for survivors of domestic abuse.
Members of the British royal family have shown flashes of increased openness in 2025, though on their own terms. Prince William spoke candidly with the actor Eugene Levy for an episode on his show "The Reluctant Traveler," which included footage of the two men sharing a pint.
In a recent video message, Charles offered an update on his health, saying that his treatment for cancer will be reduced in the new year. Such candor, unthinkable from previous generations of monarchs, reflects a  cautious shift toward discussing personal issues, albeit in controlled settings.
Camilla's public acknowledgment of her experience reflected that balance. It was a deeply personal discussion but one that was tied to advocacy rather than publicity for the royal family.

Camilla helps children decorate a Christmas tree on Dec. 11. (Aaron Chown/Pool/AFP/Getty Images)


The assault on Camilla was first reported earlier this year in "Power and the Palace," a book by Valentine Low, a former royal correspondent for the Times of London.
According to an account in the book, Camilla was 16 or 17 at the time, and she struck her attacker in the groin with the heel of her shoe after he touched her. The book reported that she had alerted the police and that the man was arrested when the train arrived at London's Paddington Station.
Camilla said she was encouraged to speak out after hearing the Hunts' story. John Hunt's wife and two of his daughters were murdered by his daughter Louise's ex-partner in a knife and crossbow attack.
"When the subject about domestic abuse came up, and suddenly you hear a story like John and Amy's, it's something that I feel very strongly about," Camilla said.
Hunt said that coping with the loss of his family "remains really difficult on a minute-by-minute basis."
"You have to try and find the strength in our position to arm yourself with as many tools as possible that are going to help you get through that next hour," he said.
Amy Hunt thanked Camilla for speaking about her experience, adding, "It takes a lot to share these things because every woman has a story."
The group discussed concerns about the online radicalization of men. John Hunt said that throughout his life, he had been surrounded by "fantastic men, fantastic role models. So to have this very dark world open up to me in the starkest possible fashion has been jarring. It's something I've had to navigate very quickly, and I've had to educate myself."
Reflecting on her time in office, May said she tried to urge social media companies to understand the "social responsibility" for content carried on their platforms.
"The sad fact today is it doesn't take you many steps as a young boy -- just perhaps looking for something about your health or bodybuilding or something like that. It's not many clicks away before you're taken into some really dark and dangerous material," May said.

Camilla greets guests during a reception at St. James's Palace in London this month. (Aaron Chown/AFP/Getty Images)


Camilla stressed the importance of continuing to speak openly about abuse because "a lot of people, myself included, do not know how bad it is out there. The majority of people actually don't want to know. It's been a taboo subject for so long. ... You mention it and everybody says, 'Shh, let's change the subject.'"
The conversation ended with Camilla thanking the Hunts and telling them: "Wherever your family is now ... they must be, from above, smiling down on you and thinking, 'My goodness me, what a wonderful, wonderful father, husband, sister.' They'd just be so proud of you both."
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Trump ends effort to keep National Guard in Chicago, Los Angeles, Portland
President Trump has announced the withdrawal of National Guard troops from Chicago, Los Angeles and Portland, citing reduced crime rates.

California National Guard members are positioned in downtown Los Angeles in June. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


By Lauren Kaori Gurley, Justin Jouvenal | 2026-01-01
President Donald Trump announced Wednesday he is pulling the National Guard from Chicago, Los Angeles and Portland, Oregon, although the troops already had a limited presence because the states involved had sued to block their deployment.
Trump said on his social media platform Truth Social that troops would return "when crime begins to soar again." He did not mention a recent Supreme Court order halting his deployment of the National Guard to Chicago with significant implications for their use in other cities.
"We are removing the National Guard from Chicago, Los Angeles, and Portland, despite the fact that CRIME has been greatly reduced by having these great Patriots in those cities, and ONLY by that fact," he wrote -- a claim not backed by data.
Troops remain on the ground in New Orleans and Memphis, with support from state officials, and in Washington, D.C., where the mayor does not have control over the D.C. National Guard.
The president's retreat on the eve of a holiday follows the administration's setbacks in lawsuits aimed at removing the National Guard from cities in blue states.
"We will come back, perhaps in a much different and stronger form, when crime begins to soar again -- Only a question of time!" Trump's post declared.
Several hours later, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit lifted its stay of a lower-court ruling and ordered the administration to return California National Guard troops to the control of Gov. Gavin Newsom (D).
"The President deployed these brave men and women against their own communities and without regard for the constitution and federal law," Newsom said in a statement. "We welcome our California National Guard servicemembers back to state service."
Most troops had already been pulled from Los Angeles after being sent in June amid protests over federal immigration raids. Troops later were ordered to go to Chicago and Portland, but they had a minimal to nonexistent presence in the streets as legal challenges were filed.
Shortly before Christmas, the Supreme Court blocked Trump's deployment of the National Guard to Chicago. While the ruling was temporary and only applied directly to Illinois, it had ramifications for the president's efforts to send the National Guard to cities across the country, ostensibly to fight crime and protect immigration facilities.
The White House's efforts to deploy the National Guard have provoked widespread backlash for months. State-based troops are usually under control of governors for response to local and state-level emergencies, including natural disasters. Still, in New Orleans and Memphis, Trump has acted with the approval of GOP governors and some local leaders.
Trump has claimed largely unfettered authority to deploy the National Guard, but the justices ruled he likely could only federalize the troops under "exceptional" circumstances such as a foreign invasion, rebellion or when the regular military is unable to enforce federal law because order has broken down.
"At this preliminary stage, the Government has failed to identify a source of authority that would allow the military to execute the laws in Illinois," the ruling noted.
Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker (D) said in a statement that the Supreme Court's decision was "an important step in curbing the Trump Administration's consistent abuse of power and slowing Trump's march toward authoritarianism."
The Department of Homeland Security has boasted that the Chicago operation reduced crime and said local officials failed to accomplish this for decades, even though violent crimes -- including murders and shootings -- were already down sharply before the federal action began.
In August, Trump also ordered thousands of Guard members to Washington to crack down on violent crime, spurring a lawsuit from D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb (D). But a federal appeals court said in a preliminary order in December that the National Guard could stay for now and that the Trump administration was likely to succeed in its appeal of a lower-court ruling. The judges said D.C.'s lack of legal autonomy gives the president wide authority over how the National Guard is implemented within city limits.
The Guard's presence is currently scheduled to last in Washington through February.
National Guard members were deployed Tuesday in New Orleans to boost security during New Year's celebrations. Troops have been utilized there before, including this year during Mardi Gras and the Super Bowl, just months after a deadly attack there on New Year's Day.
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: My husband made a private list about me. Reading it destroyed me.
She read her husband's list of things to not do to avoid upsetting her. One item was particularly devastating.

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2026-01-01
Sahaj is off this week. The following first appeared Oct. 26, 2023.
Dear Sahaj: My husband and I have been tackling changes the past year. We have been trying to improve our marriage by talking more and making lifestyle changes. I am trying to communicate more about what has upset me instead of sulking like before. I have found that my husband has been writing all those instances down as a list. The list includes:
* Take kids out every day so she has alone time.
* Don't bring up kids' conflicts to her.
* Don't compare her to you or in any way, she may feel judged.
* Don't talk about her, even things that seem neutral are at risk of being viewed as negative when heard by her. Only talk about her in a positive light.
* Don't tease her.
* Always give her 100 percent attention when talking.
* Don't share vulnerabilities with her -- she doesn't care and may use it in an insulting attack later.
The last one destroyed me. I can't believe I would ever do that, and if I did, we never talked about it. I don't really know what to do. Do I just accept these are his private thoughts and leave it be? Or, do I address how he sees me? Is this a sign we need help?
-- Hurt and Confused
Hurt and confused: Your husband's intent seems to be reminding himself of what makes you feel loved and what keeps the peace in your relationship. However, there are a few points -- like him avoiding topics with you that could be viewed as negative, and a hesitancy to be vulnerable with you for fear of being insulted later -- that are concerning.
Not everything you read in someone's journal can be taken as fact. He may have made this list in the heat of his own emotions and without intending for you to see them. Everyone has their own coping tools for navigating disagreements. For some, this is venting to a friend or working with a therapist. For others, like your husband, writing down unfiltered private thoughts may give a sense of control while dealing with conflict.
I talked to my colleague and licensed marriage and family therapist Maria Sosa, who explained that "sometimes, in our efforts to solve a problem within our relationships, we end up creating a new set of problems." It's clear that you both are trying to figure out how to navigate the changes you've experienced recently -- you through trying to speak up more and him through writing everything down. Yet you continue to struggle with truly connecting. As Sosa sees it, "it seems as if the things that you were sharing were not being perceived through a compassionate lens but rather accumulating as resentment."
It will be damaging to your relationship if you don't address how this list has made you feel and how your husband is experiencing you and your marriage. You want to be careful that any resentment hasn't already turned into contempt, or a total disregard and disrespect for one another. According to John and Julie Gottman, experts on marital issues, contempt is the No. 1 predictor for divorce. It also may be a sign that appreciation or empathy are lacking in your relationship.
[Have a question for Sahaj? Ask her here!]
Working through this, and repairing the issues in your marriage, may require a professional to mediate your conversations -- especially since you already struggle with communication. However, you can broach this topic before deciding that a professional is necessary. Be honest with your husband about how you discovered this list when you bring it up. During your conversation, lead with curiosity and empathy, not defensiveness or anger. As Sosa points out, this can't be about deciding who is right and who is wrong. You want to be open to really listening and trying to understand his feelings about your marriage.
Communicating more instead of "sulking like before" is great, but how you are communicating is also important. Arguing and conflict are normal parts of relationships, but you want to make sure you are both fighting fair. For example, do you struggle to give your husband the benefit of the doubt? Or, when communicating your feelings, do you use I-language versus you-language, which can feel more accusatory? What changes and conflicts are recurring in your relationship? What role do you play in them? How do you deal or react to them? Addressing these questions doesn't mean you are solely at fault for the changes or struggles in your marriage.
It takes a lot of courage not to deflect when faced with difficult parts of ourselves or our loved ones. Being honest about how you're feeling and curious about each other's experiences will help you amend your behavior and hopefully initiate positive change in your relationship.
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Home & Design
20 things to declutter right now to start the year lighter
The new year is a great time to dump this stuff without a second thought. 

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Jose L. Soto/The Washington Post; iStock; Adobe Stock)


By Jolie Kerr | 2026-01-01
January is a great time of year to pick off decluttering projects, big and small. The new year, new you vibe can transform a task you've been putting off into one you cannot wait to cross off your to-do list. And for many people, that overcrowded, overstuffed feeling the home can take on during the holidays thanks to all those decorations, presents and food platters, gives way to a burst of get rid of it all! energy in the first month of a new year.
Parting with your things, however, can be hard even when you're excited at the prospect of a fresh start. Picking some easy(ish) decluttering projects is a great way to build momentum. Ahead, you'll find 20 pretty easy things to consider removing from your home, your car or your life in January, in service of a less-cluttered 2026.
Start with the most obvious: As you take down holiday decor, weed out and throw away broken light sets and ornaments. (Will you need replacements? Order them now when you're thinking of it, and they're on sale.) Include holiday cards in the purge; keep the ones you want and throw away the rest.
This one pushes the boundaries of "easy" -- it can be hard to get rid of a gift that someone put thought and effort into. But if you got a gift you will truly never use, get rid of it. Return it, regift it, donate it, whatever the right move is, make it now -- it won't be easier in July.
It's time to break up with that tin of peppermint bark, the container of homemade cranberry sauce or the turkey carcass that hasn't and will never be turned into stock. Use it up now or throw it out.
If you bought an ingredient for a dish you made once and will never make again, or that you simply ended up not liking, this is the time to remove it from your life.
Not everyone will have one of these, but those of you who do know the exact platter in question: It's too heavy, too wide or too weirdly shaped, and it never quite works for anything other than getting in your way. Make 2025 the last year you deal with this diva! Donate or sell it if you can, and if it's an heirloom or similarly significant, pass it along to a family member you hate and make it their problem.
These things proliferate in the night, and we all have too many of them. If you've still got a stack of Trader Joe's bags with receipts from 2024 in them, a stash of plastic bags spilling out of other plastic bags or shopping bags from stores you haven't shopped at in years, it's a sign that you do not actually reuse those reusable bags you keep hanging on to.
Does your car need to be cleaned out? Grab a trash bag and spend five minutes purging -- it will have an almost-immediate positive effect on your life.
This one is especially well-suited to people who plan to make changes to their diets or undertake new cooking or baking endeavors in the new year. Donating or selling utensils and small appliances in January is ideal because for every person who vowed to eat less ice cream in the new year, there's also a person who is making 2026 their year of ice cream artistry.
Whether it's a candle, a body wash, a countertop spray or a perfume, the experience of feeling stuck with a scented item that you hate the smell of is so relatable. Free yourself from those stinking shackles! Admit it was a mistake, and cast it off.
Water bottles, koozies, T-shirts, key chains, notepads -- promotional items take many forms, and they're free, which makes it easy to say, "Eh, it was free. Might as well keep it." But if you didn't pay for it and you don't use it, you owe it nothing and it owes nothing to you. Toss, recycle or donate.
A small collection of cleaning agents are all you need to keep a clean home. Stocking a huge array of cleaning products is counterproductive -- they'll get in your way and make it harder for you to keep your home clean! Unwanted cleaning products, including ones that have been opened, are also super donate-able.
Alas, old slippers are not super donate-able, which can make them oddly hard to part with. But when you replace old slippers with new ones, it is time to say goodbye to your old friends. Beware of the role reassignment trap, here: Are those house slippers you bought in 2019 really going to serve as your new outdoor shoe?
Leashes and collars are to our dogs as slippers are to us, which is funny to think about! Hopefully, bringing a bit of humor to the purge party will make it easier to admit that those old leashes and collars will not be used again.
If you returned from holiday travels with broken luggage, repair it or toss it. Deal with it now; it won't become less broken in the future.
Maybe it's a bottle of purple conditioner from your short-lived platinum blond era or the round brush you bought when you decided to cut bangs or those clips you bought when you admitted the bangs were a mistake and set about growing them out. If it's intended for a hairstyle you no longer have, it's clutter that's taking up valuable bathroom storage space.
A common reason people struggle to keep their clothes put away is that their closets are simply too jammed up to be functional. Free up some space by paring down your spare hanger collection
All the stuff you reassigned as cleaning tools -- if you're not actually using them, then you're just storing old, gross trash with your cleaning supplies.
This can feel like a bummer, because it requires admitting that you meant to do something, and didn't, and that you're unlikely to do it in the future. Use January's "fresh start" energy to make a clean break from those unmended clothes, instead of clinging to a past you've grown out of.
Ditto broken electronics.
Empty boxes -- shipping boxes, product boxes, even unused storage containers -- take up space and get in the way. Remove them from your orbit! Put the broken electronics and unmended clothes and gross old toothbrushes in them and get rid of all of it!
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Advice
I'm sad my BFF is moving so far away. Give advice to this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2026-01-01
Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so every week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish on Wednesdays.
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice. You can read the previous week's question and responses here.
This week's question is below. Check back on Wednesday to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Fellow church goers' loud giggles ruined the services 
Would it have been wrong to ask the loud parishioners to leave?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2026-01-01
Dear Miss Manners: A friend came to a dinner party and brought with her the tin I had given her at Christmas. It had been filled with homemade curried nuts, and she had eaten those and washed-out the tin. She apologized for not returning it sooner and left it on my kitchen counter.
Last Christmas, I gave another friend some small packages of fancy store-bought popcorn, which I put in a basket that I'd purchased and decorated especially to be part of that gift. The basket was later returned to me.
I've always considered the container -- whether a tin, basket or jar that contains a food item or other small presents -- to be part of the gift. It's intended to be kept or given away by the recipient, but not returned to the giver.
This has happened to me often enough to cause me to wonder if I'm being rude by not returning the containers I receive with gifts. I have always kept them, whether to use in my house or to hold gifts for other people. Should I be returning them?
One is expected to return containers that are clearly part of the originating household and are used for ferrying informal gifts -- such as homemade pies or leftovers from family dinners.
Everything else you get to keep, although Miss Manners is still pondering whether Salome should have returned the silver platter.
Dear Miss Manners: Would it be wrong for a church member to ask people to leave the church due to disruptive and inappropriate behavior?
My husband and I very much enjoy the Christmas Eve services at our church, and many guests attend. This year, there was one group of guests that sat in front of us, and I've seen kindergartners who were better behaved.
The two women, especially, were disruptive and apparently didn't know that sound travels. They started pointing at the pastor and giggling and whispering back and forth, obviously making fun of her.
When the choir was singing, the older of these two women started singing along, loudly, while everyone else in the congregation was quietly listening. This went on through the entire service. Toward the end, the older one cupped her hand around the younger one's ear and whispered something to her. The younger one burst into laughter and she could not gain her composure, laughing loudly and shaking through the remainder of the service!
Even people in her party were looking at her with disgust. I don't know why they bothered coming if they were going to be their own entertainment. They spoiled the service for that entire section in the congregation.
Would it have been wrong or out of place for me to ask these women to excuse themselves from the service?
As this was more than just a case of the church giggles, Miss Manners believes you could have politely asked them to have their talk elsewhere. It sounds like they would have been more than happy to have an excuse to do so.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Asking Eric: My neighbor's kind act feels like an intrusion
Neighbor shoveled for the letter writer -- who wonders why he assumed they hadn't made snow removal plans.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2026-01-01
Dear Eric: I am getting older. I have lived in my home more than half my life. I raised my children, educated myself, had a career and launched my kids while living here as a long-divorced person.
In the last few years, my body has changed. I now use a walker. My mind works just fine. Many confuse mobility issues with thinking issues.
Today, a neighbor's son, visiting for the holidays, just started shoveling my walk without consulting me. I had already made snow removal arrangements with someone else. I asked if I could pay him. He said no. I told him that the person I made arrangements with was counting on the shoveling income.
I thanked the neighbor's son for his kindness and he left. I can no longer do yard work or remove snow.
Please help me understand why most folks think I am incapable of taking care of my home and yard. I have been unmarried, successful and independent for a very long time.
Help me walk this fine line between kindness and intrusion.
-- Unwarranted Help
Help: Many people think of snow removal and yard work as onerous, and even dangerous, and therefore ideal ways to spread kindness to neighbors and loved ones. Try not to think of these acts as disempowering. It's unlikely that anyone who clears a path for you thinks that you're incapable of taking care of yourself. Isn't it more likely that they're thinking that having a clear sidewalk or driveway makes life easier and keeps you safer? This would be true for anyone, regardless of their physical ability.
I do want to acknowledge that you want to be consulted first, as is your right. Though your neighbor's son didn't do this, I'd suggest that it was an innocent oversight. Snow needs to be cleared, and he may have simply seen an opportunity. However, this doesn't stop you from paying the other person if you'd already budgeted the funds and you know the other person needs the money. You received some kindness with nothing asked in return and you can pass it on, too.
Dear Eric: My daughter is getting married in October. The immediate family have rooms in the small inn at the venue.
For many reasons, both great and small, my husband and I no longer share a bedroom. On a busy wedding weekend, I especially need a good night's sleep and the occasional quiet that comes with my own room.
My daughter wants me to give her friend my room. I said no. Am I being unreasonable? P.S. We're paying for everything.
-- Mother of the Bride
Mother: Heavens no, you're not being unreasonable. Is this room the only room in the town? Is the friend unable to stay down the street or around the corner? I understand that it's your daughter's special day and she may want things just so, but it's not like you're using the second room to store clothes. You have a need and you're meeting that need. And it will help you show up better for your daughter. But, even if it was just because a good night's sleep is what you need, that's reason enough. There are plenty of other options here. Sleep well.
Dear Eric: This is in response to "Game Play," a letter from someone whose friend was experiencing cognitive decline. The letter writer said that the decline was affecting the card game that the group regularly plays.
I had a traumatic brain injury a number of years ago. It radically changed my life (not for the better). The friend may want to research brain injuries to learn more about what her friend is going through.
As a kindness to the friend, offer to go to the doctor with her and take notes about what the doctor says. It may be a struggle for the friend to understand and stressful to acknowledge that to the doctor.
Offer rides to places she needs to go. Also, if she is driving or somehow getting herself there, she may be arriving somewhat depleted and tired. As a group, figure out how to help by arranging rides or setting up a rideshare and maybe pay for it so she can safely get together with the group.
Please keep inviting her to the game. Social contact is critical for anyone, and it will help her also as she continues on her health journey.
-- Been There
Been There: These are great ways of thinking more expansively about how to show up for the friend. Continuing to include her in the games is great, but it's also important to remember that as her life and capacity changes, the friendship will change, too.
Dear Readers: Happy 2026! I'm grateful for the chance to spend another year with you.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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6 noteworthy books for January
New novels and nonfiction include the latest installment of Brad Meltzer's Zig and Nola series.

(Ballantine; William Morrow; Berkley)


By Becky Meloan | 2026-01-01
If you want to start the year on a high note, you might start with one of these six books, which promise gripping stories about secrets, identity, ambition and the courage it takes to claim your own life.

(William Morrow)


When a terminally ill man who has spent decades hiding a lethal secret brings his burial suit to a funeral home, he believes he has found the perfect place to conceal evidence that others would kill to possess. His brutal murder shatters that plan and draws military mortician Jim "Zig" Zigarowski and enigmatic sketch artist Nola Brown into a dangerous hunt for the truth. As the investigation unfolds, past crimes come into focus, some concerning Nola's troubled family history. Meltzer's intense, mazelike thriller is full of twists that reward focused attention. (William Morrow, Jan. 6)

(Hanover Square)


When Block was 9, his mother pulled him out of school -- convinced formal education was inhibiting his innate talent -- and began teaching him at home. In reality, her increasingly eccentric and controlling behavior left him adrift and isolated from the outside world. When he eventually reentered the Texas public school system, he experienced a shocking awakening, prompting a battle for autonomy. This heartfelt and humorous memoir offers a unique glimpse into the unregulated home-school system, exploring the complexities of a mother's love and a son's hard-won struggle to claim a life of his own. (Hanover Square, Jan. 6)

(Coffee House)


On the eve of Iran's 1979 Revolution, a communist leader flees to London with his family, setting in motion a legacy of displacement. Decades later, his children are scattered across the world: Mohammad is trapped in London's ruthless finance industry; Siver is a single mother, working at a luxury mall while raising her daughter in Dubai; and Laika, a proficient hacker, is working on an algorithm to game the stock market. Blending pointed satire with an emotional family saga, Ismail's novel explores money, rootlessness and fractured identity while examining contemporary life under the forces of global capitalism. (Coffee House, Jan. 13)

(Ballantine)


Isabel, widowed and penniless following the Napoleonic Wars, returns to her hometown on the Cornish coast, seeking answers about her mysterious past. After becoming involved with a group of smugglers -- and the captivating Captain Jack -- Isabel finds herself inexplicably drawn to the sea. With its richly detailed setting (think stone cottages and Poldark-esque windy cliffs) and blend of folklore, history and adventure, this enchanting debut novel offers both suspense and romance. (Ballantine, Jan. 20)

(Berkley)


In 1950s New York, young and ambitious photographer Eve Arnold is trying to make it in a male-dominated industry when she crosses paths with Norma Jeane Baker -- on the brink of becoming Marilyn Monroe -- who believes Eve's camera can reveal more than glamour. What begins as a wary collaboration grows into a creative and emotional partnership as Eve discovers the intelligence, vulnerability and resolve behind Norma Jeane's crafted public image. But under pressure from Hollywood power brokers, scrutinizing media and cultural politics, both women struggle to claim authorship over their lives and work. Cullen's illuminating historical novel reveals how two determined women, both underestimated in different ways, helped one another be seen more clearly -- by the world and by themselves. (Berkley, Jan. 20)

(Algonquin)


Aliya and her wife, Sam, end up in a bitter argument after a party reignites long-simmering tensions. Hoping to shake off the negativity, Sam leaves on her usual morning run -- but this time she doesn't return, launching a frantic search that quickly turns Aliya's world upside down. When she reports Sam missing, Aliya is met not with sympathy but suspicion, intensified by her identity as a gay Muslim daughter of immigrants. Umrigar's domestic thriller is both propulsive and provocative, as the initial focus on Sam's disappearance broadens to consider the far-reaching effects of prejudice and pressures to conform. (Algonquin, Jan. 27)
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Movies
This 'Plague' is really about the horrors of adolescence
Charlie Polinger's impressive directorial debut paints a vivid portrait of boyhood bullying.

Kenny Rasmussen as Eli, a boy under siege in "The Plague." (Steven Breckon/IFC Films)


By Sonia Rao | 2026-01-01
Ben is the new kid in town. He isn't sure whether to listen to the other middle-schoolers at water polo camp who tell him to avoid Eli, a chubby boy they claim has "the plague" because of rashes covering his body. They get up and move to another table when Eli tries to eat with them in the cafeteria. They sprint to the nearest sink to scrub their hands clean after accidentally brushing past him.
It's all a mean joke, Ben thinks to himself. The disease can't actually be real. Right?
He grapples with his conscience throughout "The Plague," a psychological horror film reminding viewers of just how cruel adolescence can be. This is well-trodden territory, but director Charlie Polinger's impressive debut paints such a vivid portrait of boyhood bullying that it feels like discovering pubescent misbehavior anew. He warns against enabling this kind of abuse, without ever becoming didactic.
Early on in the 2003-set film, Ben (Everett Blunck) joins the other boys -- played by remarkable young talents such as Elliott Heffernan, whom you might recognize from Steve McQueen's "Blitz" -- in following the lead of a deviously charismatic 12-year-old named Jake (Kayo Martin). Jake is a villain straight out of "Lord of the Flies." His dominance relies on the systematic subjugation of everyone else, and Eli (Kenny Rasmussen), who may be on the autism spectrum though it's never stated, becomes the scapegoat.
Ben tries to fit in with Jake's crew, feigning interest in conversations of sex to signal his coolness, but he finds he has more in common with Eli. They bond over Gollum impressions and dance parties and a trick Eli does in which he pretends to cut off his finger. Together, they are free to act like the children they are -- which makes it even more heartbreaking when Ben continues to reject Eli in the presence of others. Will he learn to embrace being different, as Eli has done, or keep trying to behave as his bullies do?

Everett Blunck appears as Ben, a middle-schooler attending water polo camp. (Independent Film Company)



Joel Edgerton appears as the coach. (Independent Film Company)


Polinger has said he was inspired to write "The Plague" while cleaning out his childhood bedroom during the pandemic. He discovered journals and yearbooks that reminded him of his youthful exploits, including those that took place at an all-boys summer camp like the one in the film. He writes these characters with empathy, acknowledging that Jake and his friends act out of insecurity, while also channeling his grown-up feelings of helplessness into the water polo coach (Joel Edgerton, playing the only substantial adult character).
When Ben starts to get bullied over his friendship with Eli, his coach tries to comfort him by recalling how hard a time he had growing up, too. "This is like the most depressing pep talk ever," Ben says, letting out a sigh.
"The Plague" does an exceptional job of making viewers share in Ben's growing sense of dread. The opening scene takes place in the swimming pool, during which an underwater camera shoots the lower halves of water polo players treading water. Their legs thrash about but their bodies remain in place, a disconcerting image made more so by a chorus of male voices crying out in unison as part of composer Johan Lenox's score.
Cinematographer Steven Breckon shot on 35mm film, creating a retro effect that transports viewers to this stressful past. Aside from a few overt moments of body horror, such as when Ben discovers rashes like Eli's spreading across his torso, most of the terror comes from the anxiety-inducing score and Polinger's clever visual perspectives. His camera creeps around corners, mimicking the bullies' watchful eyes. He often zooms in on the boys' faces, which betray the conflicted emotions they mask with overconfident brags.
While "The Plague" tells a specific story, it speaks to the larger conversation about a "masculinity crisis." Some toxic codes of conduct are adopted early in life. Boys like Jake model their behavior off the adults around them. They learn to reject people different from them so they can feel superior.
This plague may not be real, but it's on us to keep the brutality from spreading.
R. At AMC Columbia, AMC Hoffman Center, AMC Rio and AMC Potomac Mills. Contains mature language, sexual material, self-harm/bloody images, and some drug and alcohol use -- all involving children. 95 minutes.
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How celebrities dominated Broadway plays in 2025
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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TV
Love triumphs over lore in the teary 'Stranger Things' finale
The hit Netflix show ended its nine-year run with a long, emotional, very '80s epilogue.

Noah Schnapp and Winona Ryder in "Stranger Things." (Netflix)


By Lili Loofbourow | 2026-01-01
This review contains spoilers for the "Stranger Things" series finale.
"Stranger Things" believes in repair.
The series that started with kids playing Dungeons & Dragons has done many things well over its nine-year run. It created a stable of memorable characters. It featured an impressively varied range of monsters. It delivered flavors of horror ranging from physical to psychological to supernatural to simply geopolitical. And it has pretty consistently managed to layer three genres on top of one another -- kids adventure movie, teenage horror and adult thriller -- without getting too tangled up. Above all, it captured that '80s feeling. The mall. The fashion. Cold War Russophobia. Bikes. Also, crucially, how stories from that decade felt, even if the plots didn't always make sense. There was so much darkness, so much horror -- even and especially in kids' movies -- but also enough comedy and levity and friendship to make that old chestnut true: It really did feel like the real treasure was the friends we made along the way.
The Duffer Brothers respect those old formulas enough to iterate more than they innovate. The show's resolutions have always tended to reaffirm emotional bonds -- and restore the sweet, humdrum rhythms of ordinary life after fighting unspeakable horrors -- more successfully than they address questions of lore (or even basic narrative coherence).
They steered even harder into that mode in the finale, which dedicated the last 45 of its 125 minutes to explaining how things stand 18 months after the gang defeated Vecna (and the Mind Flayer). The tone ranges from touching to treacly. Dustin channels Eddie at graduation. The older kids make doomed and poignant promises not to lose touch as they start their adult lives. Hopper gives a broken and bereaved Mike a grim pep talk about loss and resilience. And proposes to Joyce. There were gaps: Murray didn't get a moment. Neither did Mike and Holly, who really should have. The high school grads enjoy one last D&D campaign that ends with Mike (who had nothing to do this whole season) finally getting to improvise a very touching alternative ending about what really happened. Whether all that worked for you depends on whether you buy the emotional core the series is selling -- or care about the lore.

Millie Bobby Brown, left, Charlie Heaton, Schnapp and Finn Wolfhard in the final season. (Netflix)


If the latter matters to you, the finale was probably a letdown. I'd long assumed the Duffer Brothers were making the show's cosmology up as they went along, and that was part of the fun: Dungeons & Dragons has lots of that. And sure, it lowers the series' collective stakes, but the proliferation of theories and tropes is part of the fun. No one expects different campaigns to merge into one mega-story that makes perfect sense. Why should the Freddy Krueger season be shoehorned into the botanical underwater horror that initially characterized the Upside Down?
It became clear in the fourth season that the show did, indeed, aim to organize its monsters, at least a bit. Dustin and others started theorizing that Vecna -- the Big Bad that Eleven has been training to fight -- might in fact be the Mind Flayer's five-star general, or vice versa. That seemed like a declaration of formal ambition. Would the Duffer Brothers try to wrestle the series' many villains into a hierarchy of evil and explain how they were connected, and why they were all in Hawkins? Would the Mind Flayer and Vecna and the Upside Down and Dr. Brenner and the Philadelphia Project and the Abyss and all the rest of it suddenly snap into an orderly, sinister, coherent mega-scheme?
Let's just say the show went a different way.
"Stranger Things" spent its final season merrily proliferating new forms of horror instead -- including exotic matter that liquefies everything (except doors?) until it arbitrarily stops. And a Technicolor wonderland set entirely in Vecna's mind. It was charming, in that "Stranger Things" way. It was also kind of relentless. The season poked some fun at how unfounded the characters' explanations for all these things are (even making Dustin being wrong about the wall a plot point). But it also supercharged the volume of speculation -- and ambiguous weird phenomena -- until the causality of everything became pretty tough to track. (I couldn't tell you how Holly and Max's adventures resulted in Max's epiphany about how to exit Henry's mind-prison, or why that solution worked for her but failed for Holly.)
It isn't easy to connect the dream logic and trauma stuff to the physical horror, the wormhole, the exotic matter, the interdimensional collapse. Or to the Demodogs and guns and monsters. I hoped the gang would have a postgame discussion to hash out what exactly it all meant after the final battle. Why, for instance, was a bit of Mind Flayer stashed in a briefcase, and who was the guy Henry killed? What happened to Dr. Kay, and the whole military presence, after El disappeared? Is there a supreme entity planning this, or is it all (as everyone kept repeating) "dark magic?" I'm no archvillain, but if it's the former, it seems a bit roundabout for the mega-spider to smash two worlds together by recruiting Vecna (via infection by briefcase rock) to harness the gullibility of children in an idyllic re-creation of the childhood home where he murdered his family.

Gaten Matarazzo in Season 5. (Netflix)


It felt this season like the flavors of horror were finally crashing and clashing, rather than complementing each other. While Jamie Campbell Bower played both the human and spiky-twig versions of Vecna brilliantly, I found his human manifestation far more frightening. And though it was refreshing that Henry rejected Will's plea to come back from the dark side, his backstory ended up feeling half-baked: His humanity surfaced so briefly. Why not let it breathe a bit? The show didn't expand, even slightly, on his origin story with Dr. Brenner, or his initial contact with Eleven and how he felt realizing she had his powers. Strange for none of those traumas to find expression in the mind palace Max spent so much time in. (Also, I kept expecting the fact that Joyce and Hopper and the Wheelers knew Henry in high school to come up.) Similarly, Kali and Linda Hamilton's Dr. Kay both felt like weapons the show never figured out how to use.
Even the show's emotional literacy, which has always been its secret superpower, felt -- much like Eleven -- like it could use a bath and some junk food. Eleven's tragedy anchored the show for so long, but she got short shrift this season. Her relationship with Kali needed more time; the rescue, discussion and disagreement were so compressed that her death didn't hit quite as it should. El's reunion with Max, her best friend, barely registered. Even her relationship with Hopper lacked intensity, which made his lightness of spirit after her disappearance register as callous when the show clearly intended to demonstrate that he had finally transcended some toxic old patterns. Will's marvelous discovery that he had a superpower -- suggesting he finally managed to transmute his trauma into agency and choice -- got weirdly downgraded into his still being just a vessel for the feelings and perceptions of others. (Also, what happened to Vickie? Did she and Robin ever make it to Enzo's?)
Still, it felt right for the show to take its time. It leveraged our nostalgia, not just for the '80s, but for every one of the nine years we've been watching as it deployed montages and flashbacks and mega-weapons like "Heroes" and "Purple Rain" and "Landslide." Dustin and Steve hugging? Tears! Mrs. Wheeler's scars. Even Nancy's new hair. And, of course, Mike's tragic effort to help everyone feel a little better by telling a really good story. Of course the show ends with Holly and Derek starting their first D&D campaign. It's exactly the right move for that moment. Like Eleven, "Stranger Things" can still pack a punch -- even if it isn't hitting on all cylinders.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/tv/2026/01/01/stranger-things-season-five-finale-review/
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