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        Constituency seats 'a must': Abhisit
        Democrat Party leader and prime ministerial candidate Abhisit Vejjajiva has underscored the decisive importance of winning constituency seats, warning that party-list votes alone are insufficient to shape the country's political future or form a government.

      

      
        EC warns of big fines for late policies
        The Election Commission (EC) has instructed political parties to submit details of their campaign policies involving expenditure by Jan 19, while warning that late submissions will be subject to fines of up to 500,000 baht, with an additional daily fine of 10,000 baht until compliance.

      

      
        Police probe 10 politicians
        Justice Minister Pol Lt Gen Rutthaphon Naowarat said on Thursday that more than 10 politicians and former MPs are under investigation for suspected links to scam operations, online gambling networks and drug trafficking, with arrests potentially imminent.

      

      
        Cops vow to increase their anti-trafficking efforts
        The Royal Thai Police (RTP) have vowed to intensify crackdowns on human trafficking, with a sharp focus on child abuse, sexual exploitation and crimes committed through online platforms.

      

      
        People's Party 'won't support Anutin'
        Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, leader of the Progressive Movement and a campaign assistant to the People's Party (PP), gave assurances the party would not vote in favour of returning Anutin Charnvirakul as prime minister for a second time after the Feb 8 general election.

      

      
        Consumer confidence hit by war and political turbulence
        The Consumer Confidence Index (CCI) dipped for the first time in four months in December 2025, attributed to the border dispute with Cambodia and domestic political instability, according to the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).

      

      
        THAI prepares to formulate new strategy
        The board of Thai Airways International (THAI) Plc has appointed four subcommittees to drive the organisation forward and is preparing to hold a meeting to formulate the company's strategy next month.

      

      
        Russia releases French researcher in prisoner exchange
        MOSCOW - Russia said Thursday it had freed French researcher Laurent Vinatier in a prisoner exchange, more than 18 months after arresting him on suspicion of violating "foreign agent" laws that Paris had denounced as abhorrent.

      

      
        Russia slams Western peacekeeping plan for Ukraine
        MOSCOW --- Russia on Thursday slammed a plan for European peacekeepers to be deployed to Ukraine as "dangerous" and dubbed Kyiv and its allies an "axis of war", dousing hopes the plan could be a step towards ending the almost four-year-war.

      

      
        Foreign Ministry slams Cambodia over blast
        The Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Thursday condemned a recent incident involving Cambodian forces in Ubon Ratchathani province and said that Thailand has formally protested to Cambodia, demanding accountability and an official apology while rejecting accusations of territorial encroachment.
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                                Democrat Party leader and prime ministerial candidate Abhisit Vejjajiva has underscored the decisive importance of winning constituency seats, warning that party-list votes alone are insufficient to shape the country's political future or form a government.
Speaking to reporters yesterday, Mr Abhisit reflected on his recent campaign visit to Nakhon Si Thammarat, which observers said sparked renewed enthusiasm for the Democrat Party. He said many voters told him they were considering returning to the party after turning away from it in the past two or three elections.

While welcoming the positive feedback as a morale boost, Mr Abhisit cautioned against complacency, noting that some political analysts still predict the Democrats' gains will be concentrated in party-list seats rather than constituency races.

He stressed that constituency MPs play a decisive role in being able to form a new government.

"To be clear, party-list MPs alone cannot change the country," he said. "Even if every voter in the South voted for the Democrat Party, we would still have only about 12 MPs. That would not be enough to form a government or select a prime minister."

Mr Abhisit said the party has instructed its personnel to intensify grassroots campaigning and provide stronger support to candidates in all constituencies, as electoral dynamics vary from among districts.

Despite strong popularity ratings in the South, he said securing constituency seats would require detailed, targeted campaigning rather than reliance on broad sentiment.

Asked how the party plans to sustain its momentum through election day, Mr Abhisit said public sentiment had improved after the New Year.

He said he would continue reaching out to people including first-time voters and those who have never supported the Democrats.

On campaigning beyond the South, Mr Abhisit said he plans to visit all regions, including Ubon Ratchathani in the Northeast, Sukhothai in the North, Rayong and Ayutthaya in the Central region, as well as southern provinces such as Surat Thani, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Songkhla and Phuket.

On the competitive race in Nonthaburi, he expressed cautious optimism, adding much work needed to be done. The party can double its number of list MPs, he said.
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                                The Election Commission (EC) has instructed political parties to submit details of their campaign policies involving expenditure by Jan 19, while warning that late submissions will be subject to fines of up to 500,000 baht, with an additional daily fine of 10,000 baht until compliance.
Apivat Roengsap, director of the EC's Office of Political Party Affairs, said on Thursday that only policies requiring the use of funds must be submitted, while non-budgetary policies are exempt. Parties were urged to submit their documents as soon as possible to allow time for corrections.

Mr Apivat said that political parties must also submit information on their primary voting processes.

EC chairman Narong Klanwarin has signed an order appointing a committee to scrutinise political parties' spending-related policies used in campaign advertising. The committee is chaired by EC secretary-general Sawaeng Boonmee and includes 20 other members.

Mr Sawaeng also chaired a meeting yesterday between the EC and political parties fielding election candidates to outline guidelines on campaign advertising support and the organisation of national policy debate platforms. A total of 60 parties took part in a draw to determine the broadcast order for policy presentations.

The EC has grouped parties agreeing to take part in national policy debates into three categories. The first group comprises five parties fielding candidates in 300-400 constituencies: the Democrat Party and the People's Party, each contesting 400 seats; Pheu Thai, 397; Bhumjaithai, 394; and Klatham, 333. The second group consists of two parties contesting 200-299 constituencies: the Economic Party, with 263 candidates, and the United Thai Nation Party, with 249. The third group includes parties contesting fewer than 200 constituencies, totalling 42 parties.
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                                Justice Minister Pol Lt Gen Rutthaphon Naowarat said on Thursday that more than 10 politicians and former MPs are under investigation for suspected links to scam operations, online gambling networks and drug trafficking, with arrests potentially imminent.
He was responding to criticism from Rangsiman Rome, a former People's Party (PP) list-MP, who accused the government of failing to curb scam gangs and illegal gambling networks, allowing so-called "grey businesses" to gain political influence.

Pol Lt Gen Rutthaphon said police and relevant agencies, including cyber police, have been conducting continuous investigations into these illegal activities.

Coordinated operations could soon be launched against election candidates and former MPs found to be involved, he said.

"Based on available databases, around 10 politicians have been linked to online gambling websites and scam operations," Pol Lt Gen Rutthaphon said.

"In-depth investigations will integrate information sourced from cyber police and the Royal Thai Police as well as the Department of Special Investigation so as to ensure clear progress is reported to the public," he said.

The minister said his earlier remarks may have been misunderstood as denying the existence of such cases.

He explained that a reporter had asked whether politicians linked to drug trafficking were discussed during a recent meeting with cyber police.

Pol Lt Gen Rutthaphon replied that the issue was not raised because the meeting focused solely on policy direction.

"This may have created the impression that I was saying that no politicians were involved in drugs or online gambling, which is not the case," he said.

Following the remarks, Mr Rangsiman wrote on Facebook that the minister's comments reflected weak governance and an inability to prevent criminal networks from infiltrating politics.
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                                The Royal Thai Police (RTP) has vowed to intensify crackdowns on human trafficking, with a sharp focus on child abuse, sexual exploitation and crimes committed through online platforms.
Pol Lt Gen Trairong Phiwphan, deputy inspector-general and deputy spokesperson of the RTP, said on Thursday at the police headquarters that authorities had elevated anti-trafficking operations through the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Centre.

Last year alone, police handled 279 human trafficking cases, arrested 366 suspects and assisted 317 victims, he said. A breakdown of the cases showed that sexual exploitation dominated with 246 cases, followed by 33 forced labour cases.

Of particular concern were 15 cases involving child labour exploitation, Pol Lt Gen Trairong said. Minors made up 213 victims, while online-related trafficking cases reached 170, representing more than half of all cases recorded.

Pol Lt Gen Trairong said police would press ahead with a "serious and comprehensive" campaign targeting child sexual abuse, sextortion and online crimes, alongside public awareness.

The Mirror Foundation's Missing Persons Data Centre warned that there is a new trafficking pattern involving teenagers aged 15 to 18.

At least 19 youths were lured into scam operations in neighbouring countries, often through online job advertisements offering unrealistically high pay or through fabricated personal relationships, the foundation said.

Victims were later confined, deprived of freedom and forced to work under threat, it said. Six Thai children remain stranded abroad and are still awaiting assistance to return home, the foundation noted.

Last year, the foundation recorded 265 missing children cases, comprising 96 boys and 169 girls. Of these, 47 remain unaccounted for. Most cases involved runaways, followed by custody disputes and scam-related recruitment. Eight cases involved the abduction of young children.

Pol Lt Gen Trairong cautioned against overseas job offers or online tasks promising high returns, warning that such schemes often lead to passport confiscation, physical abuse and coercion into transnational criminal networks.

Police urged families to report missing persons immediately without waiting 24 hours and called on parents to take extra precautions during public events, including National Children's Day tomorrow, to prevent children from becoming separated or targeted.
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                                Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, leader of the Progressive Movement and a campaign assistant to the People's Party (PP), gave assurances the party would not vote in favour of returning Anutin Charnvirakul as prime minister for a second time after the Feb 8 general election.
Mr Thanathorn, accompanied by Khampong Thepakham and Thaweesak Thaksin, former MPs of the now-dissolved Move Forward Party (MFP), visited Nang Rong district in Buri Ram on Thursday to campaign for Phet Supattakul, the PP's candidate for Constituency 8 of this eastern province.

Buri Ram is the political stronghold of the Bhumjaithai Party (BJT), of which Mr Anutin is leader. The event, held at Nang Rong municipal fresh market, drew a lively crowd, with residents offering encouragement and posing for photographs.

In his speech, Mr Thanathorn said many voters had been bitterly disappointed after the previous election, when Pita Limjaroenrat failed to become prime minister and the MFP was unable to form a government, despite hopes for meaningful change.

He said the upcoming election would be the first in 15 years in which the people's votes could genuinely lead to the formation of a government, recalling 2011 as the last time this had truly occurred.

Addressing concerns the PP may once again back Bhumjaithai, Mr Thanathorn dismissed such claims.

"Listen carefully," he said. "In this election, there is no chance that the People's Party will vote for Mr Anutin to be prime minister. Do not believe the fake news.

"A vote for the People's Party would lead to Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, the party leader, becoming prime minister."

Parliament, led by the PP, voted on Sept 5 last year to have Mr Anutin become the 32nd prime minister following the dismissal of former premier Paetongtarn Shinawatra by the Constitutional Court.

Mr Thanathorn said critics had previously written off the MFP as an "alternative" party incapable of becoming a major force. However, he said the 2023 election had proven otherwise. Whether it would now form a government, he said, depended on the people.

The MFP was dissolved on Aug 7, 2024 by a Constitutional Court order for attempted subversion of the constitutional monarchy. From that the PP was created.

On Wednesday, Mr Thanathorn posted a statement on Facebook to clarify what he described as inaccurate media reports claiming that, after the election, the PP would not join forces with Pheu Thai or Bhumjaithai to form a government.

Mr Thanathorn wrote: "I would like to clarify that I did not say what some media outlets have reported. The formation of a government is a matter for the party's executive committee. My role as a campaign assistant is to support the People's Party in winning as many seats as possible and to see Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut become prime minister."

He concluded by calling on all news organisations that had published the reports to take responsibility and issue corrections without delay.

Chuvit Kamolvisit, a former politician, wrote on Facebook that the public should not be surprised if the PP was ultimately forced to choose between abandoning its ideals and becoming absorbed into the old political system in order to govern, or clinging to its principles while remaining in opposition. He noted Mr Natthaphong, the PP leader, had reiterated that no MP from the PP would ever again vote for Mr Anutin as prime minister.
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                                The Consumer Confidence Index (CCI) dipped for the first time in four months in December 2025, attributed to the border dispute with Cambodia and domestic political instability, according to the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).
The CCI dropped from 53.2 in November to 51.9 in December.

Thanavath Phonvichai, president of the UTCC, said economic recovery remains slow, while the cost of living is high. Consumers are aware of the disparity between their current income and rising expenses.

The devastating floods in the Central and Southern regions also weighed on consumer sentiment as they damaged assets in the agricultural and tourism sectors.

The border clashes between Thailand and Cambodia have affected the trade environment, the tourism sector, and investment in the region.

Consumers also worry about global geopolitical tensions, which could drive up energy prices, Mr Thanavath added.

The report showed that stimulus measures such as the "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme and the "Tiew Dee Mee Kuen" tax deduction lifted sentiment in December.

UTCC's Center for Economic and Business Forecasting predicts that consumers will remain cautious in their spending during the first quarter of this year, as they wait for signs of a clearer direction in Thai politics, a stable new government, new economic stimulus measures, and a lasting ceasefire between Thailand and Cambodia.

Mr Thanavath said that there will be no major government investments during the caretaker government in the first quarter of 2026 because of concerns over political bias.

However, he said he expects business activity to receive a boost from election-related spending by political parties during this time.

Mr Thanavath urged political parties to devise strategies to achieve annual economic growth of more than 3%.

He said cash handout schemes should not exceed 40 billion baht per year due to the tight government budget.

To enhance the tourism sector, Mr Thanavath suggested attracting more foreign visitors, particularly from China, by relaxing travel regulations and hosting events.

The Bank of Thailand should collaborate with specialised financial institutions and commercial banks to ease lending conditions for small and medium-sized enterprises, he said.

As exchange rate stability is crucial to the Thai economy, affecting both the tourism and export sectors, Mr Thanavath urged the central bank to manage the baht at around 31.5 per US dollar.
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                                The board of Thai Airways International (THAI) Plc has appointed four subcommittees to drive the organisation forward and is preparing to hold a meeting to formulate the company's strategy next month.
In his capacity as board chairman of THAI, finance permanent secretary Lavaron Sangsnit said at a special board meeting held yesterday that the company had taken a major step in moving the organisation forward after some operations had been stalled due to the absence of legally required subcommittees.

In line with regulations for large listed companies with a full board of 15 directors, four key subcommittees were appointed: the executive committee, risk management committee, nomination and remuneration committee, and audit committee.

Mr Lavaron said allocating positions was complex because of legal requirements. For instance, all members of the audit committee must be independent directors, with at least three required, and they are barred from holding positions on certain other subcommittees, he noted.

The special meeting also appointed authorised signatories to replace those whose terms had expired or who had left their positions.

The Civil Court had earlier ordered the suspension of certain actions, preventing the appointment of new signatories and causing important corporate transactions to be delayed. Once the court allowed the operations to resume, the company moved swiftly to make the appointments to ensure continuity in executing contractual and legal transactions, said Mr Lavaron.

However, he insisted there was no agenda item regarding the purchase of new aircraft at the meeting.

Referring to the next steps, Mr Lavaron said the company would hold a regular board meeting on Jan 19, followed by a general meeting in February to discuss Thai Airways' strategy. New professional directors would participate and present their visions to provide a clearer business direction.

"We are preparing for a strategic meeting to lay out the company's future business direction, with a focus on professionalism and transparency. We believe that establishing a solid governance structure will help build investor confidence and reflect a more positive long-term outlook for the company. The ultimate goal of the management team and the new board is to operate professionally, transparently, and generate strong performance so dividend payments can resume, which will ultimately be reflected in investor and shareholder confidence," he said.

Regarding the issue of the company's creditor cooperative groups that converted debt into equity and are preparing to sell their shares, Mr Lavaron said this is their right, and from Feb 4 there would no longer be any restrictions related to the lock-up period.
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                                MOSCOW - Russia said Thursday it had freed French researcher Laurent Vinatier in a prisoner exchange, more than 18 months after arresting him on suspicion of violating "foreign agent" laws that Paris had denounced as abhorrent.
He was released in exchange for 26-year-old basketball player Daniil Kasatkin, arrested by French authorities last June on US hacking charges, Russia's FSB said.

"Our compatriot Laurent Vinatier is free and back in France," President Emmanuel Macron wrote on X. "I share the relief felt by his family and loved ones."

Vinatier was arrested in Russia in June 2024 while gathering what prosecutors said was information about Russia's military activities.

He was later sentenced to three years for failing to register as a "foreign agent", and faced new spying charges that could have seen him sentenced to up to 20 years in jail.

The Kremlin announced last month it had made an offer to France regarding Vinatier -- who was working for a Swiss conflict-mediation NGO at the time of his arrest -- raising hopes he could be freed.

Russian state TV outlets published a video of a smiling Vinatier being released from jail, dressed in black and with a large black holdall. He was later seen boarding an aircraft.

He arrived in Paris on Thursday, a diplomatic source told AFP.

Russia's FSB said Vinatier had been "pardoned" by presidential decree.

- 'Huge relief' -

Western countries have long accused Russia of arresting their citizens to use as bargaining chips to secure the release of alleged Russian spies and cyber criminals jailed in Europe and the United States.

Kasatkin, whom France released in the deal, was arrested last year at a Paris airport at the request of the United States.

The US accused him of having allegedly taken part in a ransomware hacking ring, a charge he denied.

Video posted by Russia's FSB later showed Kasatkin arriving in Russia and entering a minibus.

Relations between France and Russia have deteriorated dramatically since the war in Ukraine.

Moscow has directed much of the blame for the war at Paris and other European capitals, while France says Russia is solely responsible for the conflict and could end it if it wished.

An expert on Russia and the former Soviet Union, Vinatier penned more than a dozen academic papers and had previous experience working at NATO and the European Parliament, according to his resume.

At the time of his arrest he was working for the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue, a Swiss NGO that mediates conflicts outside official diplomatic channels, particularly pertaining to Ukraine.

During his trial, Vinatier pleaded guilty and asked for a "merciful" sentence, while quoting Russia's national poet, Alexander Pushkin.

A lawyer representing Vinatier's family praised his return on Thursday as a "huge relief".

"We are extremely happy that he has been released for Orthodox Christmas," Frederic Belot, who also represents the basketball player, told AFP.
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                                MOSCOW -- Russia on Thursday slammed a plan for European peacekeepers to be deployed to Ukraine as "dangerous" and dubbed Kyiv and its allies an "axis of war", dousing hopes the plan could be a step towards ending the almost four-year-war.
United States President Donald Trump has been pushing the warring sides to strike a deal to halt the conflict, running shuttle diplomacy between Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelensky and Russia's Vladimir Putin in a bid to get an agreement across the line.

An initial 28-point plan which largely adhered to Moscow's demands was criticised by Kyiv and Europe, and now Russia has slammed the attempts to beef-up protections for Ukraine should an elusive deal be reached.

Ukraine's allies said they had agreed key security guarantees for Kyiv at a summit in Paris earlier this week, including a peacekeeping force.

But in its first comments since the summit, Moscow said the statements were far away from anything the Kremlin could accept to end its assault.

"The new militarist declarations of the so-called Coalition of the Willing and the Kyiv regime together form a genuine 'axis of war'," Russia's foreign ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said in a statement.

She called the plans drafted by Kyiv's allies "dangerous" and "destructive".

The remarks come as Russian strikes plunged hundreds of thousands in Ukraine into darkness, leaving families without heat in below-freezing temperatures -- attacks that Zelensky said showed Russia was still set on war.

'Legitimate military targets'

European leaders and US envoys announced earlier this week that post-war guarantees for Ukraine would include a US-led monitoring mechanism and a European multinational force to be deployed when the fighting stops.

But Moscow has repeatedly warned that it would not accept any North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (Nato) members sending peacekeeping troops to Ukraine.

"All such units and facilities will be considered legitimate military targets for the Russian Armed Forces," Zakharova said Thursday, repeating a threat previously uttered by Putin.

Zelensky also said Thursday that a bilateral agreement between Kyiv and Washington for US security guarantees was "essentially ready for finalisation at the highest level with the President of the United States" following talks between envoys in Paris this week.

Kyiv says legally-binding assurances that its allies would come to its defence are essential to convince Russia not to re-attack if a ceasefire is reached.

But specific details on the guarantees, the European force, and how it would engage have not been made public.

Zelensky said earlier this week he was yet to receive an "unequivocal" answer of what they would do if Russia does attack again after a deal.

Zelensky has also said that the most difficult questions in any settlement -- territorial control of the eastern Donbas region and the fate of the Russian-occupied Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant -- were still unresolved.

Russian strikes cut heating

Ukraine was meanwhile scrambling to restore heating and water to hundreds of thousands of households after a new barrage targeted energy facilities in its Dnipropetrovsk and Zaporizhzhia regions.

"This is truly a national level emergency," Borys Filatov, mayor of Dnipropetrovsk's capital Dnipro, said on Telegram.

He announced power was "gradually returning to the hospitals" after the blackouts forced them to run on generators. The city authorities also extended school holidays for children.

About 600,000 households in the region remained cut off from power in Dnipropetrovsk, Ukrainian energy company DTEK said.

In a post on social media, Zelensky said the attacks "clearly don't indicate that Moscow is reconsidering its priorities."

In addition to the unrelenting pummelling of Dnipropetrovsk, Russia pressed on with its ground assault on the region, claiming to have taken another village there.

It is not one of the five Ukrainian regions that Moscow claims to have annexed.
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                                The Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Thursday condemned a recent incident involving Cambodian forces in Ubon Ratchathani province and said that Thailand has formally protested to Cambodia, demanding accountability and an official apology while rejecting accusations of territorial encroachment.
Ministry's spokesman Nikorndej Balankura said at a press briefing that Cambodian forces on Tuesday fired into Thai territory in the Chong Bok area of Ubon Ratchathani province, injuring one Thai soldier. 

He said Thailand exercised restraint and did not return fire. Instead, Thai authorities immediately contacted their Cambodian counterparts through established communication channels to clarify the situation, following the joint statement agreed upon at the Thai-Cambodian General Border Committee (GBC) meeting.

Thailand has submitted a formal letter of protest calling on Cambodia to take responsibility, issue an apology and comply fully with the joint statement. Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow conveyed Thailand's position directly to Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn.

The spokesman said that Cambodia's Military Region 4 and Ministry of Foreign Affairs later claimed that the firing was not intentional but an accidental blast from unexploded ammunition found in a garbage pile during cleanup operations.

Cambodia expressed regret over the injury to the Thai soldier and mentioned that investigations and preventive measures are underway.

Thailand hopes continued direct communication at both central and local levels, as stipulated in the joint statement, will help manage incidents promptly, reduce tensions and prevent clashes. 

Addressing a separate issue, Mr Nikorndej rejected Cambodia's protest alleging that Thai forces had occupied and conducted military operations in Cambodian territory. He asserted that Thailand has strictly adhered to the joint statement signed on Dec 27, 2025. 

The continued presence of forces by both sides after the ceasefire, he explained, is permitted under Clause 2 of the joint statement and is a mutually agreed de-escalation measure, not an occupation. 

Therefore, Thailand rejects the baseless claims of encroachment on Cambodian territory and urged Cambodia to stop undermining efforts toward peaceful dialogue, insisting that post-ceasefire security measures have been carried out only within Thai territory.


	Read more: Thailand accuses Cambodia of war crimes
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                                Democrat Party leader and prime ministerial candidate Abhisit Vejjajiva has underscored the decisive importance of winning constituency seats, warning that party-list votes alone are insufficient to shape the country's political future or form a government.
Speaking to reporters yesterday, Mr Abhisit reflected on his recent campaign visit to Nakhon Si Thammarat, which observers said sparked renewed enthusiasm for the Democrat Party. He said many voters told him they were considering returning to the party after turning away from it in the past two or three elections.

While welcoming the positive feedback as a morale boost, Mr Abhisit cautioned against complacency, noting that some political analysts still predict the Democrats' gains will be concentrated in party-list seats rather than constituency races.

He stressed that constituency MPs play a decisive role in being able to form a new government.

"To be clear, party-list MPs alone cannot change the country," he said. "Even if every voter in the South voted for the Democrat Party, we would still have only about 12 MPs. That would not be enough to form a government or select a prime minister."

Mr Abhisit said the party has instructed its personnel to intensify grassroots campaigning and provide stronger support to candidates in all constituencies, as electoral dynamics vary from among districts.

Despite strong popularity ratings in the South, he said securing constituency seats would require detailed, targeted campaigning rather than reliance on broad sentiment.

Asked how the party plans to sustain its momentum through election day, Mr Abhisit said public sentiment had improved after the New Year.

He said he would continue reaching out to people including first-time voters and those who have never supported the Democrats.

On campaigning beyond the South, Mr Abhisit said he plans to visit all regions, including Ubon Ratchathani in the Northeast, Sukhothai in the North, Rayong and Ayutthaya in the Central region, as well as southern provinces such as Surat Thani, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Songkhla and Phuket.

On the competitive race in Nonthaburi, he expressed cautious optimism, adding much work needed to be done. The party can double its number of list MPs, he said.
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                                The Royal Thai Police (RTP) has vowed to intensify crackdowns on human trafficking, with a sharp focus on child abuse, sexual exploitation and crimes committed through online platforms.
Pol Lt Gen Trairong Phiwphan, deputy inspector-general and deputy spokesperson of the RTP, said on Thursday at the police headquarters that authorities had elevated anti-trafficking operations through the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Centre.

Last year alone, police handled 279 human trafficking cases, arrested 366 suspects and assisted 317 victims, he said. A breakdown of the cases showed that sexual exploitation dominated with 246 cases, followed by 33 forced labour cases.

Of particular concern were 15 cases involving child labour exploitation, Pol Lt Gen Trairong said. Minors made up 213 victims, while online-related trafficking cases reached 170, representing more than half of all cases recorded.

Pol Lt Gen Trairong said police would press ahead with a "serious and comprehensive" campaign targeting child sexual abuse, sextortion and online crimes, alongside public awareness.

The Mirror Foundation's Missing Persons Data Centre warned that there is a new trafficking pattern involving teenagers aged 15 to 18.

At least 19 youths were lured into scam operations in neighbouring countries, often through online job advertisements offering unrealistically high pay or through fabricated personal relationships, the foundation said.

Victims were later confined, deprived of freedom and forced to work under threat, it said. Six Thai children remain stranded abroad and are still awaiting assistance to return home, the foundation noted.

Last year, the foundation recorded 265 missing children cases, comprising 96 boys and 169 girls. Of these, 47 remain unaccounted for. Most cases involved runaways, followed by custody disputes and scam-related recruitment. Eight cases involved the abduction of young children.

Pol Lt Gen Trairong cautioned against overseas job offers or online tasks promising high returns, warning that such schemes often lead to passport confiscation, physical abuse and coercion into transnational criminal networks.

Police urged families to report missing persons immediately without waiting 24 hours and called on parents to take extra precautions during public events, including National Children's Day tomorrow, to prevent children from becoming separated or targeted.
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                                Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, leader of the Progressive Movement and a campaign assistant to the People's Party (PP), gave assurances the party would not vote in favour of returning Anutin Charnvirakul as prime minister for a second time after the Feb 8 general election.
Mr Thanathorn, accompanied by Khampong Thepakham and Thaweesak Thaksin, former MPs of the now-dissolved Move Forward Party (MFP), visited Nang Rong district in Buri Ram on Thursday to campaign for Phet Supattakul, the PP's candidate for Constituency 8 of this eastern province.

Buri Ram is the political stronghold of the Bhumjaithai Party (BJT), of which Mr Anutin is leader. The event, held at Nang Rong municipal fresh market, drew a lively crowd, with residents offering encouragement and posing for photographs.

In his speech, Mr Thanathorn said many voters had been bitterly disappointed after the previous election, when Pita Limjaroenrat failed to become prime minister and the MFP was unable to form a government, despite hopes for meaningful change.

He said the upcoming election would be the first in 15 years in which the people's votes could genuinely lead to the formation of a government, recalling 2011 as the last time this had truly occurred.

Addressing concerns the PP may once again back Bhumjaithai, Mr Thanathorn dismissed such claims.

"Listen carefully," he said. "In this election, there is no chance that the People's Party will vote for Mr Anutin to be prime minister. Do not believe the fake news.

"A vote for the People's Party would lead to Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, the party leader, becoming prime minister."

Parliament, led by the PP, voted on Sept 5 last year to have Mr Anutin become the 32nd prime minister following the dismissal of former premier Paetongtarn Shinawatra by the Constitutional Court.

Mr Thanathorn said critics had previously written off the MFP as an "alternative" party incapable of becoming a major force. However, he said the 2023 election had proven otherwise. Whether it would now form a government, he said, depended on the people.

The MFP was dissolved on Aug 7, 2024 by a Constitutional Court order for attempted subversion of the constitutional monarchy. From that the PP was created.

On Wednesday, Mr Thanathorn posted a statement on Facebook to clarify what he described as inaccurate media reports claiming that, after the election, the PP would not join forces with Pheu Thai or Bhumjaithai to form a government.

Mr Thanathorn wrote: "I would like to clarify that I did not say what some media outlets have reported. The formation of a government is a matter for the party's executive committee. My role as a campaign assistant is to support the People's Party in winning as many seats as possible and to see Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut become prime minister."

He concluded by calling on all news organisations that had published the reports to take responsibility and issue corrections without delay.

Chuvit Kamolvisit, a former politician, wrote on Facebook that the public should not be surprised if the PP was ultimately forced to choose between abandoning its ideals and becoming absorbed into the old political system in order to govern, or clinging to its principles while remaining in opposition. He noted Mr Natthaphong, the PP leader, had reiterated that no MP from the PP would ever again vote for Mr Anutin as prime minister.
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                                The Consumer Confidence Index (CCI) dipped for the first time in four months in December 2025, attributed to the border dispute with Cambodia and domestic political instability, according to the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).
The CCI dropped from 53.2 in November to 51.9 in December.

Thanavath Phonvichai, president of the UTCC, said economic recovery remains slow, while the cost of living is high. Consumers are aware of the disparity between their current income and rising expenses.

The devastating floods in the Central and Southern regions also weighed on consumer sentiment as they damaged assets in the agricultural and tourism sectors.

The border clashes between Thailand and Cambodia have affected the trade environment, the tourism sector, and investment in the region.

Consumers also worry about global geopolitical tensions, which could drive up energy prices, Mr Thanavath added.

The report showed that stimulus measures such as the "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme and the "Tiew Dee Mee Kuen" tax deduction lifted sentiment in December.

UTCC's Center for Economic and Business Forecasting predicts that consumers will remain cautious in their spending during the first quarter of this year, as they wait for signs of a clearer direction in Thai politics, a stable new government, new economic stimulus measures, and a lasting ceasefire between Thailand and Cambodia.

Mr Thanavath said that there will be no major government investments during the caretaker government in the first quarter of 2026 because of concerns over political bias.

However, he said he expects business activity to receive a boost from election-related spending by political parties during this time.

Mr Thanavath urged political parties to devise strategies to achieve annual economic growth of more than 3%.

He said cash handout schemes should not exceed 40 billion baht per year due to the tight government budget.

To enhance the tourism sector, Mr Thanavath suggested attracting more foreign visitors, particularly from China, by relaxing travel regulations and hosting events.

The Bank of Thailand should collaborate with specialised financial institutions and commercial banks to ease lending conditions for small and medium-sized enterprises, he said.

As exchange rate stability is crucial to the Thai economy, affecting both the tourism and export sectors, Mr Thanavath urged the central bank to manage the baht at around 31.5 per US dollar.
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                                The board of Thai Airways International (THAI) Plc has appointed four subcommittees to drive the organisation forward and is preparing to hold a meeting to formulate the company's strategy next month.
In his capacity as board chairman of THAI, finance permanent secretary Lavaron Sangsnit said at a special board meeting held yesterday that the company had taken a major step in moving the organisation forward after some operations had been stalled due to the absence of legally required subcommittees.

In line with regulations for large listed companies with a full board of 15 directors, four key subcommittees were appointed: the executive committee, risk management committee, nomination and remuneration committee, and audit committee.

Mr Lavaron said allocating positions was complex because of legal requirements. For instance, all members of the audit committee must be independent directors, with at least three required, and they are barred from holding positions on certain other subcommittees, he noted.

The special meeting also appointed authorised signatories to replace those whose terms had expired or who had left their positions.

The Civil Court had earlier ordered the suspension of certain actions, preventing the appointment of new signatories and causing important corporate transactions to be delayed. Once the court allowed the operations to resume, the company moved swiftly to make the appointments to ensure continuity in executing contractual and legal transactions, said Mr Lavaron.

However, he insisted there was no agenda item regarding the purchase of new aircraft at the meeting.

Referring to the next steps, Mr Lavaron said the company would hold a regular board meeting on Jan 19, followed by a general meeting in February to discuss Thai Airways' strategy. New professional directors would participate and present their visions to provide a clearer business direction.

"We are preparing for a strategic meeting to lay out the company's future business direction, with a focus on professionalism and transparency. We believe that establishing a solid governance structure will help build investor confidence and reflect a more positive long-term outlook for the company. The ultimate goal of the management team and the new board is to operate professionally, transparently, and generate strong performance so dividend payments can resume, which will ultimately be reflected in investor and shareholder confidence," he said.

Regarding the issue of the company's creditor cooperative groups that converted debt into equity and are preparing to sell their shares, Mr Lavaron said this is their right, and from Feb 4 there would no longer be any restrictions related to the lock-up period.
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                                Analysts were lukewarm on the Stock Exchange of Thailand's (SET) plan to open the door to alcoholic beverage listings, arguing the Thai market has limited growth to attract large-scale brewers.
Kitpon Praipaisarnkit, senior executive vice-president at UOB Kay Hian Securities Thailand, said on Thursday that providing more alternatives for investors on the Thai bourse is the right strategy, but he cast doubt on the industry's growth outlook.

Thailand is home to some major brewers but still has no listed alcoholic beverage producers after Thai Beverage aborted its domestic initial public offering (IPO) in 2005. Following protests by activists and Buddhist monks, Thailand's largest whiskey and liquor maker debuted in Singapore instead.      

"I wonder how much large brewers, including ThaiBev, need to raise in additional funding through IPOs for capacity expansion. The alcoholic beverage market seems to have a limited growth outlook to attract such new listings," he told the Bangkok Post.      

Instead, the SET should aim to attract companies in high-growth industries dubbed S-curve sectors, said Mr Kitpon.

To jump-start share sales in the Thai market, SET chairman Kitipong Urapeepatanapong said in a recent interview the bourse may open the door to alcoholic beverage listings.   

"We urgently need to adjust ourselves before we lose those companies to other overseas stock exchanges," he said, adding that permitting alcohol beverage producers to list would help make the domestic market more attractive.

While Mr Kitipong declined to comment on the risk of renewed protests against alcoholic beverage listings, he noted that the social environment has probably changed.

Last month, Thai authorities began allowing the sale of alcoholic beverages between 2pm and 5pm as part of a pilot programme that could be extended beyond mid-2026. Restriction on afternoon sales has been in place since 1972.

According to Report Cube, Thailand's alcoholic drinks market is anticipated to register a compound annual growth rate of 2.2% during 2026-2034. The market size was valued at US$19.8 billion in 2025 and is projected to reach $24.08 billion by 2034.

"The market demonstrates steady expansion, supported by Thailand's strong tourism inflows, evolving consumer lifestyles, and the cultural acceptance of alcoholic beverages across social and recreational settings," the market research firm said.

Koraphat Vorachet, assistant managing director and head of research at Krungsri Securities, said the SET policy of welcoming alcoholic beverage listing could light up the sentiment in the lacklustre IPO market.

"Such a policy, if it is approved and implemented eventually, could be a positive catalyst for Thailand's IPO market, making the SET overall more attractive with additional stocks available for investors," he said.

In a related development, the SET said the Thai index closed at 1,259 points in December 2025, up 0.2% from the previous month but down 10% from year-end 2024. Foreign investors bought a net 6.2 billion baht, reducing their cumulative net selling position in 2025 to 107.1 billion.

"Sentiment encountered headwinds from multiple concerns, such as parliament's dissolution, the strong baht pressuring the export and tourism sectors, and Thailand's anticipated economic slowdown in 2026," said Soraphol Tulayasathien, senior executive vice-president of the SET. 

The broader 2025 context revealed that Thailand's policy rate remained relatively low compared to regional peers, suggesting limited policy space. This has contributed to foreign capital outflows from both equities and short-term bonds, he added.
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                                Medical professionals are voicing mounting concern over patient safety following the People's Party's proposal to allow the use of "honorific titles by personal choice," a policy that would permit individuals to select titles aligned with their gender identity, including transgender women identifying as females.
While the proposal is framed as a step toward greater inclusivity, doctors warn that blurring the distinction between gender identity and biological sex in official identification could carry serious consequences in healthcare settings, particularly during emergencies, where rapid and precise clinical decisions can be a matter of life and death.

At the heart of the debate is the role of sex-based information in diagnosis, treatment and preventive care.

Physicians stress that biological sex remains a foundational variable in medicine, shaping everything from differential diagnoses and drug dosing to referral pathways and screening schedules.

If clinicians infer biological sex from honorifics or legal gender markers rather than medical records, they say, the risk of error rises significantly.

According to medical experts, incorrect assumptions could lead to inappropriate referrals or missed diagnoses, especially for sex-specific conditions such as reproductive organ disorders and cancers.

Some also warn of the potential misuse of identity documentation and the additional administrative burden such changes could place on an already overstretched healthcare system.

Responding to these concerns, Kanasit Puangampai, a People's Party parliamentary candidate, suggested that the risks could be mitigated by linking comprehensive medical records to national identification cards.

Under this approach, transgender-related health information and sex assigned at birth would be clearly recorded, reducing reliance on honorific titles as proxies for biological sex.

However, a medical professional behind the Facebook page Remrin cautioned that emergencies present a very different reality. In urgent situations, clinicians often rely on immediately visible information rather than navigating databases. "This can be dangerous," he warned.

He cited cases in which transgender men presenting with severe abdominal pain were initially treated as cisgender males, leading doctors to overlook conditions such as ruptured ovarian cysts, ovarian torsion, or ectopic pregnancy -- medical emergencies that require prompt intervention by obstetricians and gynaecologists rather than general surgeons.

Even with accurate records stored elsewhere, he noted, critical delays can occur if assumptions are made at the bedside. Certain procedures and medication dosages, he added, also depend on sex assigned at birth.

Beyond emergency care

Prof Dr Chawalit Lertbutsayanukul of the Cancer Centre at Chulalongkorn Hospital has warned that automated medical screening systems could unintentionally place transgender patients at risk if legal gender replaces biological information.

"Biology does not change," he said, noting that cancer does not "read constitutions or ID cards," but targets organs that exist.

Trans women may still have a prostate and require prostate cancer screening, while trans men may retain a uterus and ovaries, making cervical or ovarian cancer screening essential.

If legal gender markers override biological data, such screenings may be excluded altogether.

Hormone therapy further complicates matters, as oestrogen and testosterone alter cancer risk, blood values and organ function -- factors that must be interpreted using correct sex-based reference ranges.

Dr Chawalit emphasised that the issue is not discrimination or ideology, but rather patient safety.

A responsible healthcare system, he said, must uphold two principles at once: respecting gender identity while retaining sex assigned at birth for medical accuracy.

Patients, too, have a duty to be candid with their doctors, whose role is to save lives, not judge identities. Freedom matters, he concluded, but nature remains uncompromising and in medicine, truth can be lifesaving.
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                                Officials from the Department of Special Investigation (DSI) on Thursday raided five locations in Bangkok linked to an iris-scanning cryptocurrency initiative suspected of illegally harvesting personal data from 1.2 million Thai citizens.
According to a DSI source, the raided sites included four companies and a residence.

Authorities believe the locations were used to store personal data, "Orb" iris-scanning devices, financial records and other equipment connected to the scheme.

DSI officials said the seized evidence would be used to expand the investigation.

The raids followed agency's acceptance of a case last month against a company that offered digital tokens to people who agreed to iris scans, promoted by the Worldcoin organisation as a secure digital ID.

Previous investigations suggested that the local affiliate of the company behind Worldcoin (Tools for Humanity) might have become entangled with a money laundering network.

Specifically, authorities are looking into a partnership formed with KuCoin, a major global cryptocurrency exchange that has been the subject of investigations in several countries including the United States.

KuCoin holds a licence from the Thai Securities and Exchange Commission, but authorities are looking into allegations that its platform was being used by a transnational money laundering group.

KuCoin has been linked to the Singapore-based Prime Opportunity Fund, which signed a hastily drafted memorandum of understanding (MoU) in March 2024 with the Ministry of Digital Economy and Society (DES) to establish a Thailand International Digital and Financial Centre.

Chaichanok Chidchob, who took office as DES minister in September last year, cancelled the MoU after revelations emerged that Prime Opportunity Fund was linked to Benjamin Mauerberger, who is being sought for questioning about alleged laundering of money for Cambodian scam gangs.
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                                Well-known virologist Yong Poovorawan has warned that a mutating influenza strain A H3N2 is spreading in Thailand. It is more resistant to vaccines but does not increase in severity.
Prof Dr Yong, who heads the Centre of Excellence in Clinical Virology at Chulalongkorn University wrote on his Facebook page on Thursday that influenza was spreading widely and A H3B2 raised concerns because the mutation proved to seriously reduce the efficacy of existing vaccines.

The Ministry of Public Health recorded an all-time high number of influenza patients last year, he said. The outbreak early last year resulted from the A H1N1 2009 strain, but A H3N2 emerged late last year and continues to spread.

The A H3N2 strain has been spreading widely throughout the northern hemisphere in the cold season, he said, and its resistance to vaccines means there is a larger number of patients than usual.

The ministry's Department of Disease Control recorded 1.09 million influenza cases from Jan 1 to Dec 6, 2025.

However, Prof Dr Yong wrote, although the mutation spurred transmission, the severity of the disease did not rise and the efficacy of antiviral medicines did not decline.

The virologist still recommends that people be vaccinated, saying the available vaccines are safe because they are inactivated vaccines. They are not expensive and have few side effects, he added.

[image: Prof Dr Yong Poovorawan, front right, administers a Covid jab to then Public Health Minister Anutin Charnvirakul at Bamrasnaradura Infectious Diseases Institute in Nonthaburi on Feb 28, 2021. Government House]
Prof Dr Yong Poovorawan (right) administers a Covid jab to then Public Health Minister Anutin Charnvirakul at the Bamrasnaradura Infectious Diseases Institute in Nonthaburi on Feb 28, 2021. (Photo: Government House)
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                                A Cambodian bank founded by accused scam boss Chen Zhi, who was extradited to China after being arrested in Cambodia on Tuesday, has been ordered liquidated, the central bank said on Thursday.
Prince Bank "has been placed under liquidation in accordance with the laws" of the country, the National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) said in a statement.

The bank has been "suspended from providing new banking services, including accepting deposits and providing credit", it added.

The NBC said it had appointed the auditor Morisonkak MKA as the liquidator.

Prince Bank is a subsidiary of Chen's Prince Holding Group, one of Cambodia's largest conglomerates, which Washington has said served as a front for "one of Asia's largest transnational criminal organisations".

Chen has been indicted by the United States in connection with a multi-billion-dollar fraud.

Customers who have deposits at Prince Bank "can withdraw money normally by preparing documents for withdrawal", and borrowers "must continue to fulfill their obligations as normal", the NBC added.

Outside a Prince Bank location in the capital Phnom Penh, among 36 branches nationwide, an AFP journalist did not see any customers on Thursday morning.

The bank has about $1 billion in assets under management, according to its website. (Story continues below)
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'Building pressure'

Chinese-born Chen was sanctioned by Washington and London in October for directing alleged cyberfraud run by hundreds of scammers trafficked into compounds in Cambodia.

Cambodian authorities said they arrested Chen and two other Chinese nationals on Tuesday and extradited them to China.

China's public security ministry took custody of Chen after he was extradited from Cambodia on Wednesday, the national broadcaster CCTV said on Thursday.

"Chinese authorities have taken compulsory measures against Chen in [?]accordance with the law, and the case is being further investigated," CCTV said.

There was no information on where Chen was being held or what legal proceedings he would be facing.

The broadcaster said Beijing would release  a wanted list of key members of the "Chen Zhi criminal group" and [?]that authorities were urging fugitives  to surrender at once.

"This arrest comes after months of building pressure against the Cambodian government for continuing to harbour and abet a now famous criminal actor," said Jacob Daniel Sims, a transnational crime expert and visiting fellow at Harvard University's Asia Center.

The "vast majority" of the dozens of scam compounds in Cambodia operated with "strong support" from the government, Sims told AFP, adding that a change in status quo could only happen if international pressure on the country's "scam-invested oligarchs" was sustained.

Cambodian officials deny allegations of government involvement and say authorities are cracking down.

But Amnesty International said last year that rights abuses in scam hubs were happening on a "mass scale", and the government's poor response suggested its complicity.

Chen faces up to 40 years in prison if convicted in the United States on wire fraud and money laundering conspiracy charges involving an estimated $12 billion worth of bitcoin seized by US investigators.

Former adviser

US prosecutors in October unsealed an indictment accusing Chen of presiding over compounds in Cambodia where trafficked workers carried out cryptocurrency fraud schemes that netted billions.

Victims were targeted through so-called "pig butchering" scams -- investment schemes that build trust over time before stealing funds.

The operations have caused billions in global losses.

Scam centres across Cambodia, Myanmar and the region lure foreign nationals -- many Chinese -- with fake job ads, then force them under threat of violence to commit online fraud.

Amnesty International has identified at least 53 scam compounds in Cambodia alone, where rights groups say criminal networks perpetrate human trafficking, forced labour, torture and slavery.

Experts estimate tens of thousands of people work in the multibillion-dollar industry, some willingly and others trafficked.

Since around 2015, Prince Group has operated across more than 30 countries under the guise of legitimate real estate, financial services and consumer businesses, US prosecutors have said.

Chen and top executives allegedly used political influence and bribed officials in multiple countries to shield illicit operations.

In Cambodia, Chen served as an adviser to Prime Minister Hun Manet and his father, former leader Hun Sen.

His Cambodian nationality was revoked in December, the Ministry of the Interior said this week.
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                                The Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (Egat) is expected to regain a key role as the largest power supplier, surpassing private companies as it supports the country's transition to clean energy.
The private sector still commands the largest share of power generation, leaving a 30% proportion to Egat, down from 50% in 2005.

A plan to increase the electricity generation capacity of Egat is slated for the new power development plan (PDP) as Thailand needs to ensure power reliability when the country uses more renewable power.

"Officials drafting the PDP are considering Egat's capacity enhancement seriously because the authority's infrastructure can maintain stable electricity supply," said Wattanapong Kurovat, director-general of the Energy Policy and Planning Office.

Renewable power, especially solar and wind, offers an intermittent supply of electricity as power generation capacity can increase or dip depending on weather patterns.

He said officials need to make clean power more reliable by developing battery energy storage systems (BESS), which Egat can accomplish.

While private companies will continue to generate clean power from various renewable sources, Egat will focus on BESS to supply back-up power when renewable power supply drops, said Mr Wattanapong.

This will not only boost Egat's power generation capacity, but also support government efforts to increase renewable power supply under the 2026 PDP, scheduled to be enforced between 2026 and 2050.

The new PDP is expected to be completed this year.

Prasert Sinsukprasert, the energy permanent secretary, said Egat is the most appropriate choice to develop BESS because it is a costly technology. If private firms develop and operate BESS, businesses that use more clean power for their operations may pay higher power bills, he said.

Egat plans to develop pumped-storage hydropower (PSH) to serve as giant batteries supplying back-up power when needed.

The facilities are slated for construction at Chulabhorn Dam in Chaiyaphum, Vajiralongkorn Dam in Kanchanaburi, and Kathun Dam in Nakhon Si Thammarat, with commercial operations starting in 2034, 2036 and 2037, respectively.

Under PSH, new reservoirs are planned at levels higher than the three dams. Water will be pumped uphill for storage, then released to generate electricity when power demand is high.

The electricity generated by hydropower dams is among the cheapest sources of power, according to scientists.
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                                Thailand has unveiled a national strategy to increase semiconductor investment to 2.5 trillion baht by 2050, aiming to develop more than 230,000 skilled workers and establish a fully integrated semiconductor system.
The plan was announced following a meeting of the National Semiconductor and Advanced Electronics Policy Committee, chaired by caretaker finance minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas.

The committee reviewed a draft strategy prepared by the Board of Investment (BoI), setting phased development milestones for 2030, 2040 and 2050.

BoI secretary-general and Semiconductor Board secretary Narit Therdsteerasukdi said the initiative would strengthen Thailand's position as a regional hub for chip production.

He said Thailand is prioritising power, sensors, photonics, and discrete and analog semiconductors, which are closely linked to the country's established electronics manufacturing base and supply chains serving the automotive, energy, data centre and industrial sectors.

Mr Narit said Thailand already benefits from strong infrastructure and deep supply chain networks. The government will align policy, funding and institutional support across agencies to accelerate industry growth, he said.

Global demand for semiconductors is driven by electric vehicles, renewable energy systems, artificial intelligence and smart manufacturing, sectors in which Thailand already hosts major international manufacturers.

In the near term, the strategy will emphasise areas where Thailand has competitive advantages, including semiconductor assembly and testing, integrated circuit design and advanced electronics manufacturing, while encouraging investment in upstream activities such as wafer fabrication and supporting the emergence of local industry champions.

Electronics and electrical products account for roughly one-quarter of Thailand's total exports. In 2024, electronics exports tallied 1.86 trillion baht, with semiconductors contributing 436 billion baht.

Between 2018 and November 2025, investment promotion applications in Thailand's electrical and electronics industry totalled 1.17 trillion baht across 1,748 projects, representing 19% of all promoted investment and making it the country's largest sector by value.

Several leading semiconductor companies have already expanded operations in Thailand, including Germany's Infineon, US-based Analog Devices, Lumentum, Microchip Technology and Foxsemicon Integrated Technology, a subsidiary of Taiwan's Foxconn.

Officials said the new strategy will build on this momentum, positioning Thailand as a key player in the global semiconductor supply chain for decades to come.
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                                The Consumer Confidence Index (CCI) dipped for the first time in four months in December 2025, attributed to the border dispute with Cambodia and domestic political instability, according to the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).
The CCI dropped from 53.2 in November to 51.9 in December.

Thanavath Phonvichai, president of the UTCC, said economic recovery remains slow, while the cost of living is high. Consumers are aware of the disparity between their current income and rising expenses.

The devastating floods in the Central and Southern regions also weighed on consumer sentiment as they damaged assets in the agricultural and tourism sectors.

The border clashes between Thailand and Cambodia have affected the trade environment, the tourism sector, and investment in the region.

Consumers also worry about global geopolitical tensions, which could drive up energy prices, Mr Thanavath added.

The report showed that stimulus measures such as the "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme and the "Tiew Dee Mee Kuen" tax deduction lifted sentiment in December.

UTCC's Center for Economic and Business Forecasting predicts that consumers will remain cautious in their spending during the first quarter of this year, as they wait for signs of a clearer direction in Thai politics, a stable new government, new economic stimulus measures, and a lasting ceasefire between Thailand and Cambodia.

Mr Thanavath said that there will be no major government investments during the caretaker government in the first quarter of 2026 because of concerns over political bias.

However, he said he expects business activity to receive a boost from election-related spending by political parties during this time.

Mr Thanavath urged political parties to devise strategies to achieve annual economic growth of more than 3%.

He said cash handout schemes should not exceed 40 billion baht per year due to the tight government budget.

To enhance the tourism sector, Mr Thanavath suggested attracting more foreign visitors, particularly from China, by relaxing travel regulations and hosting events.

The Bank of Thailand should collaborate with specialised financial institutions and commercial banks to ease lending conditions for small and medium-sized enterprises, he said.

As exchange rate stability is crucial to the Thai economy, affecting both the tourism and export sectors, Mr Thanavath urged the central bank to manage the baht at around 31.5 per US dollar.
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                                The board of Thai Airways International (THAI) Plc has appointed four subcommittees to drive the organisation forward and is preparing to hold a meeting to formulate the company's strategy next month.
In his capacity as board chairman of THAI, finance permanent secretary Lavaron Sangsnit said at a special board meeting held yesterday that the company had taken a major step in moving the organisation forward after some operations had been stalled due to the absence of legally required subcommittees.

In line with regulations for large listed companies with a full board of 15 directors, four key subcommittees were appointed: the executive committee, risk management committee, nomination and remuneration committee, and audit committee.

Mr Lavaron said allocating positions was complex because of legal requirements. For instance, all members of the audit committee must be independent directors, with at least three required, and they are barred from holding positions on certain other subcommittees, he noted.

The special meeting also appointed authorised signatories to replace those whose terms had expired or who had left their positions.

The Civil Court had earlier ordered the suspension of certain actions, preventing the appointment of new signatories and causing important corporate transactions to be delayed. Once the court allowed the operations to resume, the company moved swiftly to make the appointments to ensure continuity in executing contractual and legal transactions, said Mr Lavaron.

However, he insisted there was no agenda item regarding the purchase of new aircraft at the meeting.

Referring to the next steps, Mr Lavaron said the company would hold a regular board meeting on Jan 19, followed by a general meeting in February to discuss Thai Airways' strategy. New professional directors would participate and present their visions to provide a clearer business direction.

"We are preparing for a strategic meeting to lay out the company's future business direction, with a focus on professionalism and transparency. We believe that establishing a solid governance structure will help build investor confidence and reflect a more positive long-term outlook for the company. The ultimate goal of the management team and the new board is to operate professionally, transparently, and generate strong performance so dividend payments can resume, which will ultimately be reflected in investor and shareholder confidence," he said.

Regarding the issue of the company's creditor cooperative groups that converted debt into equity and are preparing to sell their shares, Mr Lavaron said this is their right, and from Feb 4 there would no longer be any restrictions related to the lock-up period.
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                                The Agriculture and Cooperatives Ministry has set a target to reduce burning in agricultural areas by 15% this year to address the PM2.5 dust problem, as well as emphasising a prohibition on importing crops produced using the burning method, especially corn, from neighbouring countries to prevent cross-border PM2.5 pollution.
According to deputy government spokeswoman Airin Phanrit, wildfires, haze and fine particulate matter (PM2.5) continue to be a problem during the 2025/2026 production season, especially in Thailand's agricultural areas.

On July 22 last year, the cabinet approved the second five-year National Agenda Action Plan on "Solving the Problem of Air Pollution from Particulate Matter".

The ministry has worked with relevant agencies to develop prevention and mitigation measures for agricultural burning for the 2025/2026 season. The plan targets a nationwide reduction of agricultural burning by at least 15% for major economic crops, including rice, maize for animal feed and sugar cane.

Authorities plan to monitor hotspots, burned areas and the volume of agricultural waste being reused instead of burned, she said.

The plan consists of four measures. The first measure is to monitor, raise awareness and deter agricultural burning, using satellite-based VIIRS data to track hotspots and burned areas in real time alongside local awareness-raising programmes.

If burning is detected on farmland, violators will be disqualified from government support and assistance programmes, and clear penalties will be enforced -- ranging from warnings and delays in issuing land-use documents to revocation of land-use rights.

The second measure is burning management and agricultural residue utilisation, through a registered burning-management system that sets out rules, methods, timing, area limits, supervision procedures and responsible authorities for farmers.

Where burning is necessary, farmers must register and seek permission via the "Burn Check" system -- available on both website and mobile application -- to control environmental and community impacts. The plan also promotes diverting agricultural residues to biomass energy and industrial plants to reduce open-field burning.

The third measure is to prohibit the import of agricultural products linked to burning from neighbouring countries to reduce PM2.5 pollution, particularly animal-feed corn, which must undergo traceability verification to confirm it is free from burning, in order to prevent cross-border transfer of PM2.5-related problems.

The final effort promotes agricultural practices that eliminate burning on farmland. In fiscal 2026, more than 250 million baht was allocated to implement 21 no-burn agricultural promotion projects, covering practices such as stubble ploughing, organic fertiliser production, processing of agricultural residues, cultivation of high-value crops and the development of sustainable agriculture in upland areas.

According to Ms Airin, the ministry is working jointly to drive the implementation of government operations to deter and reduce all forms of open burning, including the burning of agricultural residues in farming areas.

The ministry will also communicate and publicise the guidelines and measures for preventing and addressing open burning in agricultural areas for the 2025/2026 production year, in order to raise public awareness.

In addition, it will coordinate with relevant agencies at the local level to support implementation efforts to reduce air pollution nationwide, with the aim of changing public behaviour and addressing environmental problems in a sustainable manner over the long term.
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                                HARBIN - The 11th Global Tourism Economy Forum * Heilongjiang 2025 ("GTEF" or "the Forum") successfully concluded in Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, China.
Under the theme "New Quality Productive Forces: Powering the Global Tourism Economy," the Forum served as a premier international exchange platform, fostering the organic integration of Heilongjiang with global tourism industrial chains and innovation ecosystems.

Organised by the People's Government of Heilongjiang Provinceand the Global Tourism Economy Research Centre, with the Macao Special Administrative Region Government as founding organiser, the Forum was held in collaboration with the United Nations World Tourism Organisation (UN Tourism).  

The Department of Culture and Tourism of Heilongjiang Province and the Harbin Municipal People's Government served as Execution Units, with the China Chamber of Tourism as co-organiser.

Supporting units included the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the People's Republic of China, the All-China Federation of Industry and Commerce, the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of the State Council, the World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC), the Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA), the World Tourism Cities Federation (WTCF), the European Travel Commission (ETC), the World Tourism Alliance (WTA), the International Mountain Tourism Alliance (IMTA), the China Women's Chamber of Commerce, the Macao Government Tourism Office, the Macao Trade and Investment Promotion Institute and the Association of Chinese Enterprises in Macao.

The opening ceremony gathered over 1,500 guests from more than 30 countries and regions across four continents.

Attendees included the Secretary-General and senior representatives from UN Tourism; ministers and vice-ministers of culture and tourism from Zimbabwe, Brazil, Indonesia, Iran, Italy and the Macao SAR government; directors-general from tourism authorities of Chile, Malaysia, France, Spain and other nations; representatives from international industry associations; officials from China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Ministry of Finance, Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office and the All-China Federation of Industry and Commerce; leaders from 14 Chinese provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities and 44 of their constituent cities and districts; business owners and C-suite executives from leading Chinese and international enterprises; and journalists from national and local media.  

At the opening ceremony in the morning, Edmund Ho Hau-wah, Vice Chairman of the National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference and Chairman of GTEF, delivered an opening address. Xu Qin, Secretary of the Heilongjiang Provincial Committee of the Communist Party of China, gave welcome remarks. Zurab Pololikashvili, Secretary-General of UN Tourism, also addressed the gathering. The ceremony was hosted by Liang Huiling, Governor of the People's Government of Heilongjiang Province, and Pansy Ho, Vice Chairman and Secretary-General of GTEF.  

In his welcome remarks, Xu Qin said: "The Global Tourism Economy Forum is an international tourism exchange and cooperation platform with far-reaching influence, one that plays a significant role in promoting the development of the world's tourism economy. Heilongjiang, with its unique geographical advantages, excellent ecological environment, profound cultural heritage and magnificent landscapes, is a desirable tourist destination for both domestic and international visitors. We are committed to enhancing exchanges and cooperation with all partners, cultivating new quality productive forces in cultural tourism, creating new models for the integration of culture and tourism, establishing new heights for opening up in cultural tourism, promoting the high-quality development of cultural tourism and making new contributions to building a strong tourism nation, driving global economic growth and fostering a community with a shared future for mankind."  

Edmund Ho Hau-wah remarked: "Bringing the Forum from Macao to Heilongjiang represents a visionary strategic upgrade. The theme 'New Quality Productive Forces' aligns closely with the national '15th Five-Year Plan' focus on developing modern industrial systems. Heilongjiang is not only the strategic starting point for this important discourse but also fertile ground where this innovative concept is bearing fruit. The insights and cooperation agreements forged here will inject strong, enduring momentum into the sustainable and high-quality development of tourism in China and the world."  

Zurab Pololikashvili said: "Today marks a milestone as GTEF steps beyond Macao for the first time, and Harbin is the perfect place to begin this new chapter--a city whose transformation, creativity and confidence have captured the world's imagination. UN Tourism has been a proud partner of GTEF since its inception, and we remain committed to working with China and all Member States to build a future where tourism drives shared prosperity, supports sustainable development and connects people across cultures."  
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Tai Kin Ip, Representative of the Chief Executive of the Macao SAR, Secretary for Economy and Finance of the Macao SAR Government, and Executive Chairman of GTEF, noted: "Macao continues to leverage its advantages of strong support from the motherland and close connection to the world. Centered on its positioning as 'One Centre, One Platform, One Base', and guided by the '1+4' strategy for diversifying its industries, Macao is establishing a more solid foundation for sustainable development. As a globally recognised cultural tourism brand originating from Macao, GTEF has fully utilised Macao's role as a platform for international exchange over the past decade. This first edition held outside Macao, in Harbin, marks a significant milestone that demonstrates the Forum's expanding reach and vitality, and underscores the immense potential of China's tourism economy."
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Luo Laijun, Vice Chairman of the All-China Federation of Industry and Commerce, stated: "Moving from the southern coast to the northern snowfields, this Forum has convened global wisdom and China's strengths to explore timely and significant pathways for development. The cultural tourism industry connects economic growth with public well-being and is vital to achieving high-quality development. We are ready to strengthen collaboration with domestic and international partners to jointly contribute to the sustainable growth of global tourism and Heilongjiang's economy."
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Long Yongtu, Honorary Chairman of GTEF, commented: "Amid a new wave of technological and industrial revolution, the tourism economy must accelerate its development to meet evolving public needs and enhance well-being. Our efforts in this new era will contribute meaningfully to human welfare, social harmony and global peace and prosperity."
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Gloria Guevara, Interim President and CEO of WTTC, shared insights on global tourism trends and China's outlook: "China's tourism sector shows strong growth momentum, offering diverse experiences through its rich culture, modern cities, natural landscapes and developed infrastructure. Harbin exemplifies how natural resources can be transformed into world-class tourism experiences--a model worthy of global reference."
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Pansy Ho, Vice Chairman and Secretary-General of GTEF, said: "For over a decade, Macao has been our foundation. Today, we open a new chapter of connectivity by establishing a 'twin gateway' platform, linking Macao's role as a bridge between East and West with Heilongjiang's position as a gateway to Northeast Asia. This enables us to connect China with the world more effectively than ever, fulfilling our mission as a bridge for cross-border collaboration and economic vitality."

[image: (Pansy Ho, Vice Chairman and Secretary-General of GTEF) ]
(Pansy Ho, Vice Chairman and Secretary-General of GTEF)





During the opening ceremony, UN Tourism presented Harbin with a certificate recognising its global leadership and excellence in ice and snow tourism development. Harbin has gained worldwide attention through signature events such as the Harbin Ice and Snow World and the Sun Island International Snow Sculpture Art Expo, transforming its "cold resources" into a "hot economy" and emerging as a top ice and snow tourism destination and a window for cultural exchange.
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Launched in 2012 in Macao, GTEF has successfully held ten previous editions, attracting over 14,000 participants from more than 90 countries and regions. The Forum has partnered with 44 countries and 13 Chinese provinces and cities to promote cultural and tourism brands, establishing itself as a vital bridge linking China with the world.

About the Global Tourism Economy Forum (GTEF) is a world-class exchange and cooperation platform dedicated to advancing the sustainable development of global tourism. As a globally recognised annual flagship summit, GTEF brings together high-level government officials, industry leaders, experts, and entrepreneurs to discuss opportunities, challenges, and trends in the cultural and tourism sectors. By facilitating cross-regional resource integration, the Forum helps global tourism enterprises diversify investment and cooperation channels to further promote high-quality development of the world tourism economy.

Since 2012, GTEF has invited over 700 renowned speakers from 90 countries and regions, alongside more than 14,000 participants including heads of state, ministers, business leaders, and experts. With coverage from over 1,400 media outlets, GTEF has reached a global audience exceeding 1.63 billion, generating accumulated media value of over USD 600 million. Recognised for its global impact, GTEF was included as a key initiative in China's "14th Five-Year Plan for Tourism Development," and UN Tourism has pledged full support for GTEF to become the "Davos Forum of the Global Tourism Industry."

For more information and updates, please visit https://gte-forum.com/en/homepage/index.html and follow GTEF's official social media channels.
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                                Tisco Bank has outlined three investment themes for 2026, suggesting investors can seek attractive returns relative to risk amid easing monetary conditions, accelerating megatrends, and persistent geopolitical uncertainty.
Nuttakrit Laothaweesup, senior director of Tisco Wealth at Tisco Bank, said the global economy is projected to expand by nearly 3%, while the US Federal Reserve is widely expected to continue cutting interest rates, providing support to risk assets.

As trade tensions have begun to ease, inflation in developed markets has moderated towards 2-3%, and monetary policy is expected to remain accommodative.

Meanwhile, structural trends such as artificial intelligence (AI) adoption and the rapid expansion of ageing societies are accelerating.

Against this backdrop, Tisco Wealth recommends three investment themes, with the first focusing on countries capable of sustaining growth through domestic demand, production capacity and fiscal support.

The US, India and Vietnam are standouts as global fragmentation and protectionist policies reshape trade and investment flows, said Mr Nuttakrit.

"In the US, growth is expected to be supported by both monetary easing and fiscal stimulus. Liquidity is likely to improve as the Fed supports short-term bond markets, while fiscal measures, such as the proposed One Big Beautiful Bill Act, could inject an estimated US$200-300 billion into the economy, boosting consumption and private investment," he said.

India continues to benefit from its transformation into a global manufacturing hub under the "Make in India" initiative. Rising household income and sustained foreign investment are expected to drive equity earnings growth of up to 17% in 2026.

Vietnam is advancing reforms under its 2026-2030 national strategy, aiming to become a high-middle-income industrial economy. Bloomberg estimates Vietnam's equity market earnings could grow more than 21% in 2026, while valuations remain attractive. The market could also see inflows of up to $1.6 billion if the FTSE upgrades Vietnam to emerging market status in September 2026.

AI-LED GROWTH

The second theme centres on industries benefiting from the full-scale acceleration of AI systems. Global adoption of generative AI has surged to more than 50% within three years, far faster than the adoption of personal computers or the internet, while AI investment could exceed $430 billion this year.

Tisco views bubble risks as limited as today's technology leaders generate significantly stronger cash flows than during the dot-com era.

Healthcare is also poised for growth as ageing populations drive demand for advanced treatments and medical devices, with AI increasingly improving R&D efficiency.

Utilities are emerging as a structural growth play rather than a defensive asset, driven by surging electricity demand from data centres and AI infrastructure. Goldman Sachs estimates data centres could account for 8% of US electricity demand by 2030, supporting profit margins that may reach a seven-year high in 2026.

VOLATILE TIMES

To enhance portfolio resilience, the bank recommends allocating to short-duration US bonds, gold and oil in its final theme called "Instability Armor", noting that policy divergence and geopolitical risks will remain elevated.

Short-term US bonds stand to benefit from Fed rate cuts and improving liquidity, while gold is supported by rising US debt levels, strong central bank demand, and still-low exchange-traded fund allocations.

Tisco projects gold prices could reach $4,500-5,000 per ounce in 2026. Oil is also expected to regain attractiveness as Opec+ supply controls and rising global demand push prices above $80 a barrel.

Conversely, Tisco advises reducing exposure to long-term Thai bonds, citing structural economic challenges, rising fiscal risks, and the potential for higher long-term yields.

"Investing in 2026 requires looking beyond cyclical recovery and focusing on well-balanced opportunities, the combination of 'Independence, Intelligence, and Instability Armor' is designed to deliver both growth potential and resilience in a post-turning point world," said Mr Nuttakrit.
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                                Thammasat Business School (TBS) and Seoul National University (SNU) have launched the WorldNexGen 2026 project, a platform designed to cultivate the next generation of leaders by leveraging the institutional strengths of South Korea and Thailand to connect the Southeast Asian economy with the global stage.
The project is initially focusing on academic exchanges in the fields of economics, industry, trade, investment, and society and culture within certain nations in Southeast Asia, before expanding to cover Japan, Hong Kong, the Philippines, Vietnam, Australia, the US and France.

According to Burapha Sanguanwong, founder and acting director of KH Academy, which organised the programme, the international academic collaboration represents a bridge connecting the academic excellence and uniqueness of both universities with industry experience.

"The programme offers participants a unique opportunity to gain first-hand exposure to Thailand's role as a regional gateway, encompassing academic learning, business and policy exchange, cross-study visits, and cultural exchange activities," he said.

Twenty students are participating in the project this year -- 10 selected by TBS and 10 chosen by SNU -- with 20 students a year serving as a rough guideline.

The courses combine lectures, seminars, company visits and cultural activities in both Thailand and South Korea.

In Thailand, the participants are to be introduced to the domestic business and policy environment, key growth sectors led by senior policymakers, industry leaders and practitioners.

The Korean segment focuses on academic engagement in a school, complemented by industry visits and experiential learning activities.

Mr Burapha said KH Academy serves as a facilitating and coordi- nating platform to support collaboration between partner institutions and ensure smooth delivery of the programme.

The programme is fully sponsored, with accommodation and travel expenses covered for all participants.

Upon successful completion, participants receive two certificates of completion issued by TBS and SNU.

Prof Sangook Park, a professor of science and tech policy at SNU, said Thammasat University has a long history and plays a significant role in the development of Thailand's society and economy.

Thailand and South Korea have had a strong diplomatic relationship for almost seven decades, he said.

This project will promote meaningful intellectual exchange, enhance the relationship between the two universities, and cultivate a network of young leaders ready to contribute constructively to regional and global challenges, said Prof Sangook.

Supasawad Chardchawarn, rector of Thammasat University, said the project is meant to develop human resources into future global leaders with international potential, stronger connections between the countries, and serve as a crucial foundation for future academic cooperation between the two institutions.

Benjarong Suwankiri, vice-finance minister, said WorldNexGen 2026 reflects how academic cooperation can effectively strengthen relationships between the peoples of both countries.

The project forms a valuable long-term foundation to strengthen cooperation between the countries, which will provide crucial support for constructive international collaboration in the future, said Mr Benjarong.

WorldNexGen 2026 is supported by Hoban, Nakwol Blueheart, B.Grimm Power, Royal Orchid Hotel and Khao Hoon Business News.

The three-week programme comprises two weeks in Thailand (Jan 7-17) and one week in South Korea (Feb 1-7).
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                                The Bank of Thailand (BoT) has expressed concern over the weakening income outlook in the labour market, as an industrial slowdown continues to push workers into the service sector.
From the post-coronavirus-pandemic period in 2022 to the third quarter of 2025, Thailand's average GDP growth tallied 2.4%, driven mainly by the services sector, which now accounts for 60 to 61% of Thai gross domestic product (GDP), noted the regulator.

The contribution from the manufacturing sector has steadily deteriorated, as labour shifts away from industry and agriculture to services, said Pranee Sutthasri, senior director of the central bank's macroeconomic department, at a Monetary Policy Forum on Wednesday.

"Most labour migration has gone into traditional service sectors, where average wages remain low at around 114 baht per hour, only slightly above the Covid-period level of 110 baht," she said.

The pay level is also lower than modern service sectors, where average wages have risen sharply to 703 baht per hour, from 558 baht during the pandemic. Manufacturing wages average 183 baht per hour, up only marginally from 173 baht.

Given the weakening competitiveness of Thailand's manufacturing sector, income growth has become slower and more uneven. Wage growth among manufacturing workers has been relatively subdued at 16%, while service sector wages have risen by 40%, largely driven by tourism-related activities, though this pace is still considered modest.

Sluggish income growth is expected to weigh on consumption going forward, said Ms Pranee. Private consumption is forecast to expand by just 1.9% in 2026, down sharply from 4.4% in 2024 and 2.4% in 2025, as households become more cautious in their spending.

Although exports surged by a striking 12.3% in 2025, manufacturing output barely grew. The increase was heavily concentrated in a narrow range of products -- mainly electronics -- reflecting a lack of diversification.

In contrast, during 2021-2024 exports grew by 7.2%, but the expansion was spread across a wider range of product categories indicating a more balanced structure.

Ms Pranee said growth in technology-related production tallied only 17.2%, lagging well behind regional peers. Taiwan recorded growth of 73.8%, followed by the Philippines at 53.5%, Malaysia 43.9%, South Korea 38.3% and Vietnam 34.8%.

Meanwhile, imports have continued to surge, particularly from China, reflecting low local content usage that does not generate broad-based benefits for the economy.

Regarding the tourism sector, the number of foreign visitors to Thailand fell to nearly 33 million last year from 36 million in 2024, a decline of 7%, according to the central bank. This contrasts sharply with neighbouring countries where tourism has continued to recover.

Japan recorded 39 million visitors in 2025, up from 37 million a year earlier, while arrivals to South Korea rose to 19 million from 16 million and Vietnam welcomed 21 million visitors, up from 18 million.

"Thailand is the only country in the region where tourist numbers declined during the post-pandemic recovery period," the BoT official said, noting it underscores a deterioration in the country's competitiveness.
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                                With the recent bribery case regarding entertainment operators in Phuket resurfacing, the private sector urged a crackdown on illegal operations such as staying open late for nightlife venues as well as unlicensed accommodations, which tarnish the tourist island's reputation and deprive the government of tax revenue.
Earlier this week, a group of entertainment venue operators in Patong and Phuket submitted a complaint to Phuket's Damrongdham Centre, asking the provincial governor to investigate officers collecting bribes from operators during the past New Year holiday.

At a press conference chaired by the Phuket deputy governor, operators were told there was insufficient evidence to confirm such crimes.

Rangsiman Kingkaew, president of the Tourism Council of Phuket, said on Thursday that Thailand has a recurring problem with law enforcement, especially in major tourist destinations.

He said bribery often results from operators using illegal practices, paving the way for officers to ask for bribes in exchange for protection or looking the other way.

When circumstances change or benefits no longer match, then conflicts often resurface, said Mr Rangsiman.

He said some entertainment venue operators intentionally violate the law, such as opening later than allowed or running unlicensed businesses, as their income is higher than if they complied with the regulations, making bribes worth the cost.

The government should address these issues and encourage operators to follow the law, particularly unlicensed entertainment venues and illegal accommodations, said Mr Rangsiman.

For their part, the authorities could streamline the licensing application process as most businesses want to register but still face regulatory obstacles, he said.

If these issues are fixed, it would help restore the reputation of the tourism industry and the government could earn more from taxes, said Mr Rangsiman.

An entertainment industry source in Phuket who requested anonymity told the Bangkok Post entertainment venue bribes have persisted for a long time.

"Operators do not fully comply with the law, such as operating during restricted hours. They are willing to pay under the table to operate for a few more hours to gain extra income," said the source.

Only licensed entertainment venues are allowed to operate until 4am in the Patong area. 

Bribes are often collected based on the size of the venues, said the source.

Regarding the recent case, large crowds during the New Year holiday and some changes in provincial administration resulted in bribe amounts requested by officers being too high for operators to pay, noted the source.

A root cause of this problem is the complicated licence application process, which usually takes too long to complete, said the source.

This high season entertainment venues have not fared well as foreign tourists reduced their spending, said the industry veteran.

Many of the foreign visitors were from India, Europe and Russia, while the Chinese market remained weak.
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																What happens in Thai politics this year and the immediate horizon will be determined by the upcoming election on Feb 8. While contesting political parties are in full campaign mode, the contemporary history of Thai polls so far in the 21st century is not encouraging. Only once in the past 25 years have voting results went the way they were meant to, in accordance with the popular will. Whether the vote in four weeks will follow the same pattern will depend on whether the conservative establishment gets its preferred outcome.
That preferred outcome is the post-election continuation of the incumbent government under Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and his Bhumjaithai Party. The datapoints for this claim lie in the other two major competing banners, Pheu Thai and the People's Party. Since 2005, Pheu Thai has been dissolved twice in 2007-08 under previous names by the Constitutional Court and deposed twice by military coups, its sitting prime ministers having been removed multiple times in the same period, including founding patriarch and currently jailed Thaksin Shinawatra, his sister Yingluck Shinawatra and daughter Paetongtarn Shinawatra.

The People's Party was similarly disbanded twice under its precursors in 2020 and 2024, its core leaders struck down with long-term bans from running for office, including Pannika Wanich's life-long electoral prohibition. Currently, 44 members of the People's Party have long or even life bans from contesting to represent the people. There is no reason why powerful political forces behind this pattern of subversion and manipulation would tolerate a government led by the People's Party.

If you want to understand what's going to happen with the Feb 8 poll, you would do well to look at what happened in past elections. It is difficult to see the forest of Thai politics because there are countless trees swaying back and forth and sideways that blur and mislead the eye. This day and age of incessant attention-seeking social media make matters worse. Everybody tends to be fixated and interested in the here and now, maybe yesterday and tomorrow, because that is how social media technologies and big-tech commercialism are wiring and rewiring our minds.

A brief and simple internet search of Thai elections in 2001, 2005, 2007, 2011, 2019, and 2023 will find that only two of these have run their course and completed full terms. The first was the juggernaut Thai Rak Thai Party that won 248 of 500 seats in January 2001. Its ingenious and so-called "populist" policy platform and redistributive aims opened up the Thai political system by systematically empowering and connecting with poor people like no other parties had done before. For its policy innovations that broke up the structure of patronage centred on traditional state institutions, Thai Rak Thai won an unprecedented landslide re-election in February 2005, garnering 376 of 500 seats, with a tad short of 19 million popular votes. It then led a record-setting one-party government without any coalition partner.

It's water under the bridge how Thai Rak Thai's and Thaksin's massive personal popularity then became a threat to the establishment and was duly overthrown by the coup in September 2006. Thailand has been in a tailspin since, its economy sputtering for the next two decades till today, unable to find a new footing. Although a new constitution was drafted to weaken and dilute the Thai Rak Thai phenomenon, including its dissolution, its successor People's Power (Palang Prachachon) Party still won the December 2007 poll just short of an overall majority. Its government then faced protests and the party was hammered with another dissolution in December 2008, paving the way for the opposing Democrat Party to cobble together a military-sponsored coalition government. While it governed until completion of its parliamentary term, the Democrat Party lost to the People's Power Party to begin with.

Then came Ms Yingluck's leadership of Pheu Thai, which won an outright victory in the July 2011 poll with 265 of 500 seats. Eventually, she also faced Bangkok-centred street demonstrations that laid the groundwork for the hard and harsh military coup in May 2014. As martial law was imposed, critics and opponents of the coup, including many politicians and activists, were rounded up, detained and deprived of basic freedoms. Led by Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha, the coup regime also came up with another constitution in 2017, embedded with a five-year clause to allow military-appointed senators to choose the prime minister in parliament and a tricky mixed-member apportionment system which gave latitude and discretion to the Election Commission.

This juncture is similar to where Thai politics is today. Gen Prayut in the March 2019 poll was hoisted to lead the conservative Palang Pracharath Party but it lost to Pheu Thai, 116-to-136. Yet thanks to the Election Commission's interpretation of vote distribution from mixed-member apportionments, a bunch of parties ended up with one MP each. Under the watch of a military government at the time, Palang Pracharath was able to put together a coalition government with Gen Prayut continuing at the helm, completing a full term until the election in May 2023.

For the conservative establishment, Mr Anutin is the new Gen Prayut. The upcoming vote will likely be free and fair but it is possible that results will be tweaked afterwards. If Bhumjaithai wins an overall majority, then it will lead the next coalition hands down without controversy. But if it does not end up being the biggest vote winner, then controversies will probably ensue, much like the way the Move Forward Party was thwarted after winning the last poll and Pheu Thai was shaken until its two prime ministers were eliminated before the premier's role went to Mr Anutin whose medium-sized party came third in the previous election.

Unlike the campaign period leading up to the May 2023 poll, when there was a lot of noise about how to derail and upend Move Forward, the various supervisory agencies remain in the face of outstanding charges against Bhumjaithai for land encroachment and accused collusion over the senate election in 2024.

Mr Anutin has so far refused to engage in televised debates with other party leaders, biding his time until polling day as he seems assured that the stars are aligning and lining up around his continuation. This is how Thailand's current political system is set up.
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																Jan 1 marked a decade since China repealed its one-child policy. Just ten days earlier, Peng Peiyun, who long oversaw the often-brutal enforcement of China's family-planning rules, died at the age of 96, having never been held accountable for her actions. Some obituaries praised Peng for being "reform-minded", even though, in practice, she only perpetuated an utterly inhumane policy, whose consequences have barely begun to materialise.
It was then-vice premier Chen Muhua who first proposed the one-child policy in 1979, with the endorsement of China's then-top leaders, Chen Yun and Deng Xiaoping, as a means of avoiding the grain shortages they wrongly believed loomed. But it was not until the following year, after missile scientist Song Jian and economist Tian Xueyuan warned that China's population was on track to reach 4.26 billion by 2080, that they decided to implement it.

Given the scepticism of some senior leaders towards the proposal, it was announced and introduced not through legislation, but through an "open letter". A two-child policy was also piloted in multiple regions starting in 1985.

After the 1989 Tiananmen Square protests, Mr Song, who had by then been promoted to state councillor, convinced China's newly appointed president, Jiang Zemin, to strengthen the one-child policy. Within two years, the fertility rate fell below replacement level (2.1 births per woman). But far from ending the policy, Peng, in her capacity as head of the National Population and Family Planning Commission, expanded the "one-vote veto" system, which directly tied officials' career prospects to family-planning outcomes.

This motivated authorities throughout China to embrace increasingly brutal tactics. When Shandong province carried out its ruthless "Hundred Childless Days" campaign in 1991, rounding up women and subjecting them to forced abortions or induced labour, Peng praised its efforts and urged others to emulate them. Within her tenure (1988-98), 110 million women received intrauterine devices, 41 million were sterilised, and 110 million underwent abortions -- often coerced. Overall fertility dropped from 2.3 births per woman in 1990 to 1.22 in 2000, at which point there were only 40% as many six-year-olds as ten-year-olds in Shandong province.

Peng continued to receive promotions. In 1998, she became vice chairperson of the National People's Congress and chair of the All-China Women's Federation, whose local cadres assisted with family-planning enforcement. In 2001, together with Jiang Zhenghua, another vice chairperson of the National People's Congress, she persuaded president Jiang to enact the Family Planning Law in 2001, ending the "illegal" status of the policy. (Before 2001, not only the one-child policy but the entire family-planning policy, including the two-child and three-child policies of the 1970s, were "illegal".)

Crucially, Peng also served as president of the China Population Association from 1994 to 2007, and honorary president in 2007-18 -- a position that enabled her to ensure that China's demographic research was ideologically correct, rather than factually accurate. For example, though the 2000 census showed a fertility rate of only 1.22, the figure was revised upward to 1.8. After all, as Yu Xuejun, the spokesman for the National Population and Family Planning Commission, pointed out in 2007, a fertility rate of 1.2 would render family-planning policies unnecessary.

When observers credit Peng as a reformer, they typically refer to the proposal on loosening the one-child policy that she submitted in 2004 on behalf of official demographers. But the proposal called for the gradual rollout of a two-child policy, not an accelerated rollback of family-planning rules. It defended this position with dubious figures: the authors added over 26 million people to the population determined by the 2000 census, revised the fertility rate upward (from 1.2 to 1.6), and warned that a universal two-child policy would push China's population beyond the "alert line" (1.6 billion).

This assessment contrasted sharply with mine. In 2000-07, I published a series of articles, reports, and a book predicting that even if family-planning controls were abolished, fertility would not reach the replacement level before beginning to fall again, reaching 1.47 births per woman in 2023. China's population, moreover, would peak below 1.4 billion. But far from heeding my warnings, decision-makers banned my book.

Predictably, fertility rates continued to decline, and officials continued to revise them upward. For example, the rate of 1.18 births per woman shown by the 2010 census was later revised to 1.63. Meanwhile, senior family-planning officials such as Yu Xuejun and Zhai Zhenwu recommended that the Politburo "earnestly maintain a low birth rate".

But my projections proved prescient, so in 2012, the government invited me to publish a 50,000-word report that would be circulated only among China's top leaders. Again, however, my estimates clashed with the inflated forecasts of official demographers, 17 of whom asserted, inexplicably, that allowing two births per household nationwide would cause the fertility rate to surge beyond 4.4 births per woman. The government went with their assessment, implementing the two-child policy selectively in 2014.

Once that policy, too, proved a failure, a publisher under the Chinese State Council scheduled to publish a new edition of my book, and a "Special Forum on Population Policy," focusing on my findings, was planned. But the National Health and Family Planning Commission was not having it and sent an official letter to block the book's release. It was only in 2016 -- when official forecasts predicted that fertility would stabilise at 1.8 births per woman through 2030 before the population began to decline -- that the two-child policy was implemented across the country.

While Peng did engage in some self-reflection in her later years, even inviting me to meet with her (I declined), the damage was done. Officials now acknowledge that the population began shrinking in 2022, and the 2025 fertility rate probably amounted to just 0.9 births per woman. Demographic collapse is a distinct possibility.

This saga exemplifies a fatal flaw in Chinese governance: the failure of policies backed by high-level officials can be obscured for far too long, not least through wrong or manipulated data. It stands in contrast to the experience of democratic India, where former prime minister Indira Gandhi imposed coercive family-planning measures in 1975, only to be voted out -- with the policy abolished -- two years later. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Yi Fuxian, a senior scientist at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, spearheaded the movement against China's one-child policy. His book 'Big Country with an Empty Nest' (China Development Press, 2013), initially banned, now ranks first in 'China Publishing Today's' 100 Best Books of 2013 in China.
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																The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) must address its essential geopolitical situation, as Papua New Guinea (PNG) is continuing its efforts to become a full member of the organisation.
PNG has maintained observer status in Asean since 1980 as part of its pursuit of strategic objectives related to Indo-Pacific security threats, economic development opportunities, and regional power dynamics. This research argues that PNG's accession to Asean could enhance regional security cooperation, allowing Asean to expand its strategic reach into the Pacific, and Indonesia to advance its defence interests. However, both PNG and Asean face significant institutional, political, and structural challenges in the path towards full membership.

PNG long-standing relationship with Asean underpins its bid for membership. Since gaining observer status more than forty years ago, PNG has maintained diplomatic relations with Asean member states through sustained participation in regional dialogue mechanisms.

The country's push for full Asean membership has gained momentum, with Indonesia emerging as a key supporter. President Prabowo Subianto endorsed PNG's membership bid at the 46th Asean Summit, marking a significant diplomatic shift driven by Indonesia's interest in promoting stability in its eastern regions and strengthening regional security cooperation. This support reflects Indonesia's recognition that PNG's inclusion in the bloc would create opportunities to address critical regional issues, including Melanesian identity politics that affect eastern Indonesia.

PNG has several motivations driving its pursuit of Asean membership. The bloc offers access to one of the world's fastest-growing economic regions, providing PNG businesses with entry points into global supply chains and expanding market opportunities.

PNG's resource-based economy -- reliant on energy production, mineral extraction, and fishing-- would benefit from deeper economic integration and strengthened trade ties with Asean states.

Security considerations are also critical. PNG faces a range of security challenges, including maritime threats, illegal fishing, transnational crime, and border management issues. Full membership would enable PNG to participate comprehensively in Asean security mechanisms, thereby strengthening its capacity to address these challenges collaboratively with other member states.

PNG must demonstrate its commitment to Asean norms by supporting the Zone of Peace, Freedom, and Neutrality (ZOPFAN) framework. Accession would require PNG to endorse ZOPFAN, which prohibits the establishment of foreign military bases within Asean territory. PNG's strategic position is reinforced by its longstanding policy of remaining outside formal foreign military alliances. In the context of intensifying great-power rivalry between the United States and China, the prohibition of foreign military bases supports Asean's strategic neutrality. PNG's adherence to ZOPFAN would therefore contribute to maintaining stability along the Pacific flank of Southeast Asia.

The security implications of PNG's potential membership also extend to Melanesian dynamics within Indonesia. Indonesia is home to several Melanesian communities across Papua, West Papua, Maluku, and parts of East Nusa Tenggara, where identity-based political movements have historically emerged and, in some cases, been linked to separatist narratives.

These dynamics are further complicated by external influences, particularly Vanuatu's constitutional commitment to supporting Melanesian identity, which has at times translated into backing organisations opposing Indonesian authority. In this context, PNG's pragmatic, state-led approach to managing Melanesian affairs positions it as a stabilising actor within Asean.

PNG's understanding of Melanesian cultural and political dynamics could help mitigate conflict, strengthen cultural engagement, and align Melanesian Spearhead Group (MSG) political activities with Asean norms. PNG's membership would enhance Asean's capacity to manage sensitive identity-related disputes affecting eastern Indonesia, while reinforcing Asean's overall security framework and supporting Indonesia in addressing potential external challenges from Pacific states that may question its territorial integrity.

The country occupies a central position in Pacific regionalism through its membership in both the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) and the Melanesian Spearhead Group (MSG). Its dual identity as a Pacific state and a neighbour of Southeast Asia positions PNG as a natural bridge between Asean and Pacific institutions, strengthening the bloc's engagement in a region increasingly shaped by external competition.

Despite these advantages, PNG's path to Asean membership faces significant challenges. Domestic political instability and frequent leadership changes raise concerns among Asean members about PNG's capacity to meet the demands of full membership. Moreover, Asean's consensus-based decision-making requires unanimous approval, and while Indonesia strongly supports PNG's accession, other member states may remain cautious due to geographic distance and institutional considerations.

Nevertheless, PNG's full membership in Asean would offer strategic benefits to both Southeast Asia and the Pacific. With Indonesia's backing, PNG's commitment to Asean norms -- including adherence to ZOPFAN and its capacity to contribute to regional stability -- strengthens the case for accession.

Ultimately, PNG's inclusion could reshape regional cooperation and enhance the group's ability to address emerging Indo-Pacific challenges.

Simon Hutagalung is a retired Indonesian Foreign Affairs Ministry official. Opinions expressed in the piece are his own.
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																On Sunday, 47 million voters across 76 provinces will elect mayors and legislators for 4,994 so-called "Or Bor Tor".
Known officially as Tambon Administrative Organisations (TAOs), Or Bor Tor are the smallest electoral units in the country -- but they are often the closest to local communities. Usually located in rural areas, TAOs manage basic public services such as tap water, small local roads, garbage collection, and sanitation.

Approximately 60% of Thais live in TAO electorates. These local voters are politically active. In past elections, many return to their hometowns to vote because the Election Commission does not provide early voting for those working in other provinces. In the last election, voter turnout reached 74% -- matching the national average.

This year, however, observers note that the election has been unusually quiet. Much of the public's attention is focused on the national election scheduled for Feb 8. Another reason for the quietness is that four draft laws, which were expected to improve local election rules, remain stalled in parliament after the government dissolved the House on Dec 11.

These four draft laws, proposed by Pheu Thai, Bhumjaithai, and the People's Party, aim to encourage young people and more community members to enter local politics. The proposals remove hurdles such as the minimum age of 35 for candidates, unrealistic requirements for a bachelor's degree, and mandatory political experience. The bills also eliminate the current rule that allows incumbent mayors to run for a second term. These reforms are part of a broader effort by political parties to decentralise administrative power and resources from the central government to local authorities.

Without these new laws, Sunday's polling is likely to resemble previous elections -- a familiar battlefield for veteran politicians.

However, the challenge of local administration goes beyond old political faces or outdated election rules. The real issue is that the central government continues to hold administrative power and control over resources. Although the Decentralisation to Local Administration Act of 1999 mandated local empowerment over two decades ago, in practice, the government in Bangkok still controls the budget and limits administrative authority.

As a result, local administrations like TAOs are often limited to performing basic tasks -- rubbish management, building small roads, or maintaining water supply. Elected mayors and lawmakers must rely on central funding. Local authorities can generate limited revenue, such as from banner taxes or slaughterhouse fees, but they cannot fund major infrastructure projects like public transit, nor do they have meaningful control over land use planning. Without genuine decentralisation, local elections risk being largely symbolic.

There is still hope. Over the past three years, national parties have been drafting laws and policies to accelerate decentralisation. The hope is that a new government and Lower House in Bangkok will fast-track these four laws and other policies to give local administrations like TAOs and local municipalities more power and resources.

Ultimately, true democracy is more than just casting votes. The central government must empower local bodies with the resources and authority to shape their own future.
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																Singer and online influencer Pakorn "Dome" Lam has earned the dubious honour of being the first major test of Thailand's newly amended sexually harassment law.
The case involves a sexually suggestive comment he posted under a photograph of Yossuda "Jinny" Leelapanyalert, the daughter of prominent politician Khunying Sudarat Keyuraphan, leader of the Thai Sang Thai Party (TST).

Details about the post -- and the excuses subsequently offered -- should serve as a cautionary tale for online users. In this digital age, a social media post or comment is no longer a fleeting interaction that can be readily retracted or dismissed as an unintentional mishap born out of ignorance. Instead, every word, photo or graphic published online now carries significant criminal responsibility.

Pakorn admitted to posting the "crude" remark on Ms Yossuda's photo -- which had been originally shared by a friend on social media -- and offered his apologies after a legal team representing Ms Yossuda and the TST filed a sexual harassment complaint against him.

The singer-actor's timing could not be more unfortunate; he posted the comment just hours after new provisions for the criminal code came into effect on Dec 30. The amendment recognised verbal and online sexual harassment as stand alone criminal offences, punishable by penalties of up to one year in prison, a fine of up to 20,000 baht, or both.

Police have accepted the complaint and are considering whether the case warrants additional charges under the Computer Crime Act, which carries severe penalties: up to three years in prison and/or a fine of up to 200,000 baht.

On Tuesday, police questioned Ms Yossuda and will summon Pakorn for interrogation next week.

While the legal process unfolds, the public can draw several lessons on what not to do from Pakorn's defence, which he posted as a video statement.

Pakorn's first failing lies in his claim that he "did not know" who Ms Yossuda's parents were. This is unacceptable. The newly amended law is designed to protect all individuals from sexual harassment, regardless of their backgrounds or social standing.

His suggestion that his behaviour was a mistake only because the "victim" happened to be the daughter of a famous politician reveals a common but damaging prejudice. It implies that certain individuals are entitled to respect because of their birth privileges while others without such status remain "fair game".

The new law not only protects "VIP daughters". Its coverage extends to people of all genders and backgrounds, reinforcing the fundamental right to safety from harassment whether in the form of leering or online comment.

Pakorn further excused his "inappropriate" behaviour as a tendency to "tease" his friend, who he said often posted women's photos.

Under the new law, this "boyish" banter is no longer tolerated as "teasing" but can be classified as a criminal offence.

Finally, Pakorn has admitted that he was slightly drunk when he hit the "reply" button. That may be an explanation, but it offers no justification in the eyes of the law.

If anything, it serves as a stark warning that the era of careless posting is over. In the modern legal landscape, digital footprints are permanent, and they carry serious, irreversible legal consequences.
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																Forget GDP growth. Forget tourist arrivals. Forget export figures. In 2026, Thailand's overriding economic challenge will not be growth but debt repayment.
Most economic forecasters, from the Bank of Thailand (BoT) to the International Monetary Fund, expect Thai GDP growth to slow to between 1.5% and 1.7%, the weakest performance in years. Yet weak growth figures may prove to be the least of the country's concerns. The more pressing issue will be the struggle to service mounting debt obligations.

Businesses will increasingly scramble for liquidity to keep operations running, while households will face intensifying pressure to meet overdue payments. As cash flows tighten across the economy, debt servicing -- not expansion -- will dominate economic decision-making.

This raises a broader question about how accurately GDP reflects economic reality. The case of China is instructive. At its peak, the real estate sector accounted for roughly 30% of China's GDP.

With property sales volumes having fallen by nearly half, one would expect a significant contraction in headline GDP. Yet official figures continue to show growth of around 5%.

What economic activities have replaced the sharp decline in property-related output? The disconnect between reported GDP growth and other indicators is striking. Industrial profits in China fell by 13.1% in November 2025, despite positive GDP growth, suggesting that headline figures may not fully capture underlying economic stress.

Thailand's real estate downturn is less severe, but still consequential. Property sales have fallen by about 25%, and the sector represents roughly 10% of GDP.

This implies a drag of around 2.5 percentage points on economic output. The absence of clear replacement growth drivers may help explain why many households feel worse off despite positive GDP readings.

In 2026, the Thai economy may edge close to crisis, not because of contraction per se, but because of an inability to service debt. This debt repayment challenge stems from four interrelated factors.

First is the widening income-expense gap.

Surveys by SCB Economic Intelligence Center indicate that roughly one-third of respondents report insufficient income to meet monthly expenses. Average household income stands at about 20,000 baht per month, while expenses average 21,000 baht.

This persistent shortfall has contributed to Thailand's high household debt, which stands at 87.7% of GDP -- the ninth highest globally.

Second is the limited capacity to service debt.

High debt levels are manageable only if repayment capacity exists. Switzerland, for example, has the world's highest household debt-to-GDP ratio, yet its debt service ratio (DSR) is just 19.7%. International standards suggest debt servicing should not exceed 40% of income.

Thailand's DSR exceeds 60%, leaving less than 40% of income for daily living expenses. This severely constrains repayment capacity and increases systemic risk. Persistently high debt service burdens have contributed to rising financial fragility and limited new lending.

Evidence of this strain can be seen in the continued contraction of loan portfolios, which have been shrinking since early last year. In November 2025, outstanding loans fell by 0.9%, suggesting that banks are prioritising balance-sheet preservation over credit expansion.

Third is the limited effectiveness of debt restructuring.

Debt restructuring offers relief only if borrowers retain sufficient income after basic expenses. For many households, this condition is not met. As of the second quarter of 2025, only 14% of non-bank NPL accounts and 29% of bank NPL accounts had undergone restructuring.

This implies that a large number of cases -- estimated at 8.3 million accounts -- may be effectively non-restructurable. As growth slows further in 2026, defaults are likely to increase, turning a financial problem into a broader social challenge.

The fourth factor is the scale of debt beyond official statistics.

Household debt figures exclude informal borrowing and credit not supervised by the BoT, such as micro- and pico-loans. Estimates vary widely. The BoT places informal debt at 12.3% of GDP (2.3 trillion baht), while a University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce survey suggests it could be as high as 30.7% of GDP (5.8 trillion baht).

When informal debt is included, household debt likely exceeds 100% of GDP. Under such conditions, repayment capacity is severely constrained, and financial stress is far deeper than headline non-performing loan figures suggest.

As formal and informal credit options are exhausted, households increasingly resort to asset-based financing.

Schemes such as "car-for-cash" and "house-to-cash" have gained popularity, effectively turning financial institutions into pawn-style lenders, where loan amounts depend on asset values rather than repayment ability.

Businesses, meanwhile, are forced to scale back operations to match shrinking demand and limited cash flow. Many must operate on a cash-only basis.

Larger firms may delay payments to suppliers, a practice that shifts financial strain down the supply chain and disproportionately harms small and medium-sized enterprises already facing a credit crunch.

Under these conditions, economic growth becomes secondary. With credit contracting and debt collection intensifying, growth is likely to be confined to firms with strong cash flows, access to foreign funding, or minimal leverage. For most, survival depends on self-financing.

For the next government, regardless of political composition, debt repayment will be the most pressing economic and social issue. Yet the scale of the problem severely limits policy options. Household debt alone totals approximately 22.3 trillion baht.

Addressing even 10% of this burden would require more than 2 trillion baht in financing.

Where such resources would come from remains unclear. Conventional policy tools may no longer be sufficient. If Thailand is to avoid deeper economic and social stress, solutions beyond traditional frameworks will be required.

Thinking outside the box may no longer be optional -- now it may be the only way forward.
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																Donald Trump's rationale for decapitating Venezuela's government is fuelling concerns among European officials that they could soon face an existential dilemma over Greenland.
The US president over the weekend explained his decision to detain Venezuela's leader and have the US run the country as a modern revival of the 19th-century Monroe Doctrine -- the "Donroe Doctrine", as he dubbed it. The principle essentially claims a US right to lead the entire Western Hemisphere, and to control any critical assets within it.

To Mr Trump, that includes Greenland.

He made the connection explicit following the military strike in Venezuela, saying he "absolutely" needs to control the semi-autonomous territory within the Danish kingdom for security purposes. The logic is not just Trump bluster -- the White House recently laid it out in a national security strategy. And Mr Trump has now used the policy to justify his audacious intervention in Venezuela, showing just how far he will go.

For Europe and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (Nato), that carries titanic ramifications. Mr Trump moving on Greenland would pit the US against other members of the transatlantic military alliance it leads and helped found, tarnishing Nato's credibility and heaping an unprecedented burden on the European Union to enter the military realm.

"If the US chooses to attack another Nato country militarily, then everything stops, including Nato, and thus the security that has been established since the end of the Second World War," Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Monday night on Danish broadcaster TV2.

Greenland, of course, is not Venezuela, as numerous European officials have been quick to argue. The Arctic island falls under Nato's collective defence guarantee, which asserts that an attack on one alliance member is an attack on all. The US also has ready access to the island already, maintaining a local military base. That should all, in theory, provide a considerable deterrent against any traditional military assault.

On Tuesday, Ms Frederiksen and a coalition of European leaders, including German Chancellor Friedrich Merz, Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni and UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer, emphasised that sentiment in a joint statement.

Arctic security, the statement says, must "be achieved collectively, in conjunction with Nato allies including the United States, by upholding the principles of the UN Charter, including sovereignty, territorial integrity and the inviolability of borders".

It adds: "Greenland belongs to its people. It is for Denmark and Greenland, and them only, to decide on matters concerning Denmark and Greenland."

Still, Mr Trump's recent actions have cast his Greenland fixation in a new light.

"There was reason for concern even before Venezuela, when it came to Mr Trump's interest in Greenland," said Rasmus Sondergaard, a US foreign policy expert at the Danish Institute for International Studies. "The situation has intensified as Donald Trump now has acted on this doctrine, sending a signal that he is willing to go a long way to pursue his interests."

Senior White House aide Stephen Miller forcefully endorsed the US turning next to Greenland in an interview late Monday on CNN.

"The United States is the power of Nato," he said. "For the United States to secure the Arctic region to protect and defend Nato and Nato interests, obviously, Greenland should be part of the United States."

He also questioned Denmark's links to the island.

"The real question is by what right does Denmark assert control over Greenland?" he said. "What is the basis of their territorial claim?"

The Danish government is genuinely worried about the situation, according to people familiar with the matter, taking Mr Trump's threats seriously and not assuming they are mere rhetoric or a negotiating tactic. Recent public statements from Copenhagen reflect that concern, with the government mostly reluctant to say anything publicly to avoid fuelling tensions.

"I believe he means it seriously, and that is of course unacceptable," Ms Frederiksen said on Monday. "It is unacceptable pressure being placed on Greenland."

While Greenland is a self-ruling territory, with the local government controlling most domestic issues, Denmark oversees the Arctic island's defence and security. The region has become increasingly important as climate change opens up new trade routes and exposes fresh natural resources.

In response, Russia and China have both moved additional resources into the area, vying for control with the US and its Nato allies.

A US intervention in Greenland would have far-reaching consequences for that balance of power, potentially destabilising the entire western alliance in the process.

For Nato, the prospect raises uncomfortable questions about whether its strongest member still sees alliance commitments as binding -- or optional. It also underscores a structural weakness within the alliance: Nato's Article 5 mutual defence clause doesn't explicitly address what happens if one member attacks another.

"The use of force would be hugely threatening to the alliance, and it would come in addition to existing concerns over US commitment to the alliance," said Ian Lesser, a German Marshall Fund distinguished fellow specialising in US and transatlantic security policy. "In the very unlikely case of the Greenland issue unfolding militarily, it would put Nato and the transatlantic relationship into real jeopardy and would be a real gift to Russia and China."

Such an event would similarly test the EU's strength and unity. If Nato fractured from within, Denmark would be forced to turn to its EU partners, effectively asking them to weigh the defence of Greenland against preserving their relationship with Washington.

The EU's members lack the military heft to confront the US directly, and have been Washington's close allies for nearly 80 years. They're also facing other existential security concerns, including Russia's war in Ukraine on Europe's eastern flank.

Any use of force would additionally represent an unprecedented test of the EU's Article 42, which obliges members to provide aid and assistance to countries facing attacks from outside the bloc.

"I'm concerned that in many European capitals, other interests would outweigh the anger over a potential US attack. There is still a need for the Americans, for example, when it comes to the Russian threat," Mr Sondergaard said. "That in itself could be an objective for Trump -- to divide Europe by doing this."

Mr Miller, the White House aide, put it more bluntly: "Nobody's going to fight the United States militarily over the future of Greenland."

For now, EU leaders are reiterating their support for Denmark and Greenland, while trying to avoid antagonising the US.

"Denmark can count on the solidarity of the whole of Europe," Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk told reporters on Tuesday before travelling to Paris for a meeting with fellow leaders on Ukraine. "Everything must be done to ensure that transatlantic ties, which are the foundation of Nato and our security, do not suffer in the coming days and months."

The European Commission, the EU's executive branch, also downplayed comparisons between Mr Trump's designs on Venezuela and Greenland.

"Greenland is an ally to the US and is also covered by the Nato alliance and that is a big big difference," Paula Pinho, the commission's chief spokesperson, said during a news conference on Monday. "We therefore completely stand by Greenland and in no way do we see a possible comparison with what happened."

But that's no assurance that Mr Trump won't eventually try to coerce Greenland and Denmark into submission.

"I am not a nervous person, nor am I naive," Ms Frederiksen said. "So I am keeping an eye on all movements on the map right now."  Bloomberg 

Sara Sjolin is Copenhagen Bureau Chief at Bloomberg News. Andrea Palasciano is European security correspondent at Bloomberg. Sanne Wass Bloomberg is Bloomberg reporter covering Danish politics, economy and companies.
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																We now find ourselves in a crunch time when voters begin to firm up their choices ahead of the Feb 8 general election. This may explain why political parties are starting to reveal their aces, floating names for key ministerial portfolios at strategic moments.
So far, the timing does not appear propitious for the People's Party, the winner of the 2023 national election under the now-defunct Move Forward Party banner.

The People's Party continues to face backlash rooted in past campaign positions -- notably its push to amend Section 112, the lese-majeste law, and to reform the military.

Much of the criticism has been reignited by ill-considered remarks made by former Move Forward leader Pita Limjaroenrat, with opponents now gleefully cherry-picking a line from a campaign speech he made on March 18, 2023: "Why does the country needs soldiers? Whom to fight against? There was no war in this region. But if there were war, I would not believe you (Thai soldiers) would win".

As if that were not enough, the party's new tagline -- "Mee rao mai mee tao" ("With us, no corruption") -- backfired after a former MP candidate was accused in a money-laundering case.

Within Thailand's political landscape, the People's Party is widely seen as a progressive force, championing welfare policies and institutional reform. Its maverick lawmakers have injected fresh energy into Thai politics by exposing corruption and pushing for a more comprehensive welfare system.

Yet those same progressive agendas have now turned into a boomerang.

On nearly every television programme and social media platform where party leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut appears, he faces the same questions: Why is the party so fixated on amending Section 112? Why does it seem hostile towards the military? Why does constitutional reform take precedence over bread-and-butter issues?

Unsurprisingly, many of the party's candidates appear uneasy -- and weary -- when confronted with these queries.

In this election cycle, the People's Party finds itself in a challenging position. With shifting social sentiment, it remains an open question whether it can even retain the 151 seats won by Move Forward in 2023. Yet the party is aiming higher still, setting its sights on more than 250 seats to form a single-party government.

In my view, the People's Party should resist the temptation to shoot for the moon. First and foremost, it must confront the clear and present challenge of maintaining its existing voter base -- particularly its party-list support and its dominance in Bangkok, where it secured 32 of 33 constituencies last time.

Several parties are now manoeuvring to chip away at the People's Party's support in the capital, notably the Democrat Party with its traditional base, Pheu Thai, and even Bhumjaithai, which has never won a Bangkok seat before. Once a moderate mid-sized party, Bhumjaithai is attempting to ride a wave of nationalism while rolling out populist economic pledges such as "Quick Big Win" policies and the "Khon La Khrueng Plus" scheme.

The party has also attracted influential "big house" politicians. A striking example is Varawut Silpa-archa of Chartthaipattana, who once vowed never to change parties but has now joined Bhumjaithai. Sonthaya Khunpluem, from Chon Buri's powerful Khunpluem political family, has also jumped on the bandwagon.

Unlike in 2023, when Thailand was emerging from junta rule, the political climate is far less favourable for a progressive party this time. With no junta -- or the "3 Ps" symbolising the three generals -- the People's Party lacks a clear bogeyman against which to mobilise voters. The 2026 election represents new terrain. The party must brace itself against a rising tide of nationalism and renewed pro-military sentiment.

For most voters, bread-and-butter issues will loom largest. Households and the private sector alike want a government that can fix the economy, reduce toxic debt, and improve the quality of life.

The real question is whether the People's Party can evolve with the times -- or whether it will continue to wave its ideological banner of constitutional amendment and institutional reform. Make no mistake: these progressive goals matter. But timing matters too. Thailand, like any country, faces an endless list of problems, and effective governance depends on clear priorities.

Perhaps it is time for the People's Party to fine-tune its electoral platform. Otherwise, voters may simply gravitate towards whichever party they believe will best address their immediate needs.
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																"Mai pen rai" (It's okay/never mind) is perhaps the most classic Thai phrase, symbolising kindness, compromise and a go-with-the-flow attitude. It is the hallmark of Thai charm. However, in a modern world driven by consumer rights and accountability, the harmless phrase is becoming a double-edged sword. We are witnessing the rise of "Toxic kreng jai" -- an excessive form of considerateness where we suppress our own rights just to avoid being labelled "demanding".
We see this pattern clearly in our daily life. Think about ordering a specific meal -- like a dry sukiyaki without vegetables -- but receiving a soup version full of greens instead. Or consider a commute where a motorbike taxi driver drops you off at a spot that is just "close enough" but not your actual destination. Internally, we might question: "Is this right?" yet our external reaction is almost always "surrender". We eat the food we didn't order because "they already cooked it" or walk the extra distance to avoid awkwardness.

While these acts seem like small kindnesses, the price of silence is higher than we think. First, there is a personal cost: we pay full price for dissatisfaction. Second, there is a societal cost: by choosing to "let it slide", we prevent service providers from learning, trapping us in a cycle of substandard service. Finally, there is a tangible environmental cost. The unwanted vegetables we failed to reject often end up in the trash -- creating unnecessary "food waste" born purely from our hesitation to speak up.

But why is silence our default? It isn't because we don't care; it is because we care too much about the wrong things. Deep down, Thai culture values social harmony and "face". We fear that pointing out an error -- no matter how politely -- will cause the other person to lose face or make us look like a "ruang mak" (high-maintenance) customer. We conflate "assertiveness" with "aggression", swallowing our complaints out of a misplaced empathy.

It is time to redefine the boundaries of considerateness. We need to understand that polite assertiveness is actually the highest form of kindness. True considerateness isn't about ignoring flaws; it's about helping vendors become better at what they do. Correcting an order isn't complaining, it is guidance. Demanding what you paid for isn't being mean, it is fairness.

[image: ]

Ultimately, moving away from "Toxic kreng jai" doesn't mean losing Thai charm. It means evolving it. We can still be a nation of smiles, but let those smiles come from genuine satisfaction rather than silent endurance. By speaking up, we transform our silence into constructive feedback. Let's save "mai pen rai" for genuine forgiveness, not for permission to be negligent. When we respect our own rights, we don't just get better service -- we build a better standard for everyone.
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									Adaptation easily covers its cost								
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																Humanity has long learned to live with extreme weather. Much of the Netherlands would be under water were it not for centuries of ingenious adaptation to the constant threat of flooding. Likewise, ancient communities on the banks of the Tigris and Euphrates developed ways to capture and direct excess water to nourish and protect fields.
But the number of places exposed to extreme weather will only grow. According to new research from the McKinsey Global Institute, Advancing adaptation: Mapping costs from cooling to coastal defences, the world spends US$190 billion (5.9 trillion baht) per year on investments in 20 key adaptation measures that protect roughly 1.2 billion people. But three billion more people, over three-quarters of whom live in low-income regions, have only limited protection.

Extending developed-economy standards of protection to all exposed places would require $540 billion annually. That means there is a $350 billion gap, 60% of which is needed to help low-income areas build greater resilience. Moreover, adaptation costs will rise. On current emissions trajectories, the world is likely to reach 2deg Celsius above pre-industrial levels by about 2050, exposing an additional 2.2 billion people to heat stress and another 1.1 billion to drought, for example.

Our analysis finds that at 2degC warming, the world would need to spend $1.2 trillion annually to protect everyone exposed to climate hazards at developed-economy standards, or almost 1% of GDP in affected places, by 2050. More than three-quarters of that spending would go towards protecting against heat and drought.

That may sound expensive, but the benefits of that adaptation would exceed the cost by roughly seven times. Air conditioners not only protect but also improve the productivity of indoor workers. Cooling shelters save lives in heat waves. Irrigation prevents crops from dying in hot, dry conditions. Sea dykes shield assets along coastlines from flooding. If deployed effectively, such solutions deliver immense value.

But recognising that adaptation is a good investment does not guarantee that the money will be spent. After all, the world spends only one-third of what's required today, and achieving developed-economy standards of protection at 2degC by 2050 will require 6.2 times as much as what is spent today. A lack of capacity to spend, competing priorities, collective-action problems, and other factors all threaten to hamper implementation.

Moreover, the challenges of scaling up adaptation could look very different in developed and developing countries. For example, the costs would be highest by far in Sub-Saharan Africa, reaching 3% of projected GDP in exposed places, or about 50% more than governments in the region spent as a share of GDP to service their external debt in 2024. The shares of GDP needed for protection at developed-economy standards by 2degC in the Middle East and North Africa and in India are somewhat lower; and in North America, they are lower still, totaling around 0.3% of GDP in exposed places.

Economic development can help improve the capacity to spend, but even if adaptation spending grew in lockstep with GDP growth, only about 60% of what is needed would be covered globally at 2degC. If lower-income regions were to increase spending in line with their anticipated economic growth, it would cover only one-quarter of the costs of adapting at 2degC. Moreover, the presence or absence of adaptation measures can itself influence the pace of economic development. Drought or flooding can slow income growth for smallholder farmers, and heat stress can affect the productivity of outdoor workers.

So, what can be done, and what role do different actors play? The good news is that many households can implement some adaptation measures on their own, particularly for heat. If made affordable, solutions like passive cooling (shade, natural ventilation, and so forth), reflective roofs, fans, or air conditioners can offer meaningful protection in many cases.

But governments also have an important role to play, especially in lower-income areas and communities. They can finance critical infrastructure like coastal protection, and establish cooling shelters to protect the public. They can also create incentives to adapt, by setting and enforcing standards that enhance resilience, while raising awareness of risks. And they can deploy targeted subsidies or procurement programmes to make adaptation more affordable for households and small firms.

At the same time, businesses, particularly large ones, can manage their own exposures, both directly and indirectly through their supply chains. They can also innovate to help make adaptation measures more affordable and effective, such as by offering better and cheaper cooling systems to address heat stress.

Finally, financial institutions can leverage existing instruments to fund adaptation, such as by providing project-level finance for infrastructure like sea dikes. Blended-finance approaches also could prove helpful in bridging viability gaps and attracting private capital, though more work is needed to scale these up. For developing economies, there are also opportunities to integrate adaptation into broader investments relating to energy infrastructure, transportation systems, or urbanisation. Embedding adaptation early in these projects is far cheaper than retrofitting or rebuilding down the road.

Effective adaptation can strengthen resilience, protect vulnerable communities, and support economic growth. The world has the tools, and the benefits are undeniable. The decisions we make today will shape our ability to thrive in the long term. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Mekala Krishnan is a partner at the McKinsey Global Institute. Annabel Farr is a senior fellow at the McKinsey Global Institute. Kanmani Chockalingam is a senior fellow at the McKinsey Global Institute.
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									Nordic noir

									Netflix's Swedish crime thriller  Land Of Sin is undermined  by weak writing that makes  the show a chore to watch
								

									When a teenager is found dead in a remote farmhouse, a perpetually hot-tempered yet highly intelligent investigator is teamed up with a newly graduated police colleague to investigate the case which leads them deep into the patriarchal rat hole of the Scanian countryside. What initially appears to be a straightforward murder inquiry quickly pulls them into the centre of a dark, long-simmering family feud that has been festering for generations.
									Brand new for 2026, Netflix's Swedish crime thriller Land Of Sin arrives with a premise that is deliberately grim. From the outset, it evokes the spirit of gritty neo-noir Westerns and Nordic crime dramas alike -- stories where suspicion and distrust define the relationship between law enforcement and tight-knit rural communities that prefer to handle their problems internally. The sense that outsiders are unwelcome and that truth itself is negotiable hangs heavily over the series from its opening moments.

[image: Nordic noir]


Much of the animosity in Land Of Sin is concentrated within a single, deeply dysfunctional family tree. In that regard, the show follows a familiar template seen in series like Department Q and even in a strange tonal way House M.D. by anchoring the narrative around an abrasive central figure or Dani Anttila (Krista Kosonen), a detective based in Malmo who is gruff, confrontational and almost pathologically incapable of social grace. Dani rubs virtually everyone the wrong way, whether suspects, colleagues or civilians, and the series makes no attempt to soften that aspect of her personality.

She is paired with Malik (Mohammed Nour Oklah), a more congenial and emotionally level-headed colleague whose role is clearly meant to counterbalance Dani's volatility. Malik is polite, curious and generally patient -- traits that theoretically should help smooth out Dani's many rough edges. Dani, meanwhile, is burdened by serious personal issues of her own, most notably her troubled relationship with her addict son. When she receives a call connected to a family she already knows in the countryside, the case becomes personal in ways that further blur the line between professional duty and private entanglement.

The core intrigue of Land Of Sin lies in the family at the centre of the investigation. None of its members seem willing, or perhaps even allowed to speak openly with the police. This collective silence becomes the series' primary engine of suspense, forcing Dani to work against a wall of evasions, half-truths and outright hostility. As a viewer, I found myself initially pulled in by this dynamic, constantly wondering what secrets were being hidden and why the family was so determined to protect them regardless of the cost.

The series runs for five episodes, each clocking in at roughly 40 minutes. On paper, that makes Land Of Sin an easy binge. In practice, however, I somewhat struggled to make it through the season. The main reason for that struggle lies in the show's weak character writing. Dani, in particular, is so aggressively unlikeable by design that it becomes difficult to emotionally invest in her journey. Rather than being a flawed but compelling antihero, she often comes across as simply unpleasant.

I understand the intention behind this characterisation. Dani is clearly meant to be difficult -- her anger fuelled by her family situation, guilt and her own self-destructive tendencies. She is written as someone who is perpetually pissed off at the world. Still, up until Episode 4, I could not find a single redeeming quality in her personality or her approach to the case. Her involvement carries a massive conflict of interest and yet the show rarely interrogates that problem with any real depth. Instead, her behaviour feels wall-to-wall repulsive, without offering the audience meaningful insight or growth in return.

If that were not enough, the dynamic between Dani and her partner Malik is almost non-existent. Their partnership feels mismatched and devoid of chemistry, lacking the tension or mutual respect that usually makes mismatched detective duos compelling. At times, they feel like the worst possible version of the buddy-cop formula. Malik, in particular, often comes across like that one annoying friend who won't stop asking obvious questions while you're trying to watch a movie in a crowded theatre.

Visually, Land Of Sin does have its strengths. I genuinely enjoyed the cold, desolate countryside imagery, which captures a sense of isolation and emotional frost that suits the material. Unfortunately, with most of the characters lacking inspiration or distinctive personalities, the brooding atmosphere eventually grows stale. The show's attempt at psychological depth rarely extends beyond generic mother-son arguments or neighbours bickering over old grudges, leaving much of its thematic potential untapped.

The murder mystery itself is not entirely predictable and I will give the series credit for avoiding the most obvious solutions. However, the eventual whodunit reveal and the explanation of how everything unfolded feels anticlimactic at best. The buildup suggests something far more shocking or revelatory than what is ultimately delivered and the resolution lacks the emotional or narrative punch that the story seems to promise.

Despite these shortcomings, the overall tone of Land Of Sin is undeniably bleak and oppressive. While the central conflict may be less thrilling than expected, the gloom that envelops the characters is consistently dark and heavy. The short episode count and relatively brief runtimes create a fast-paced cadence that prevents the series from completely overstaying its welcome. In the end, Land Of Sin is neither the most clever nor the most satisfying crime thriller Netflix has produced but it is also far from the worst.


	Land Of Sin

	Starring Krista Kosonen, Mohammed Nour Oklah, Peter Gantman

	Directed by Peter Gronlund

	Now streaming on Netflix
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									The weight  of family

									Kate Winslet's directorial debut transforms a familiar crisis into a poignant winter tale
								

									The news of a beloved family member's illness brings four estranged siblings together, forcing them to confront not only the limited time they have left as a family, but also years of unresolved resentment, distance and emotional miscommunication.
									That familiar, quietly devastating setup forms the backbone of Goodbye June, a new Netflix drama set during the Christmas season -- a time traditionally associated with warmth and togetherness, but here used as a slightly ironic backdrop for grief, regret and emotional reckoning.

[image: Kate Winslet and Toni Collette in Goodbye June. Photos (c) NETFLIX]
Kate Winslet and Toni Collette in Goodbye June. 




On paper, this probably doesn't sound like the most inviting holiday watch. A dysfunctional family drama unfolding amid festive decorations and seasonal rituals is hardly comforting escapism. Yet Goodbye June, Kate Winslet's directorial debut for Netflix, manages to balance its sombre subject matter with moments of growth, forgiveness, humour and tenderness. It doesn't reinvent the genre, but it approaches familiar emotional territory with sincerity and restraint.

Winslet, stepping behind the camera for the first time, also assembles an enviable cast. Helen Mirren plays June Cheshire, the family matriarch whose rapidly declining health becomes the catalyst for the story. An unexpected medical turn pulls her four adult children back into the family orbit: Julia (played by Winslet), Helen (Toni Collette), Connor (Johnny Flynn) and Molly (Andrea Riseborough). Adding to the chaos is their exasperating, emotionally distant father Bernie, portrayed by Timothy Spall. As they gather under one roof, old wounds resurface, long-suppressed grievances bubble up and the siblings are forced to renegotiate who they are to one another.

What makes June such a compelling presence is that she is far from passive. Despite her illness, she remains sharp, witty and quietly controlling, determined to orchestrate her own decline on her own terms. Mirren plays her with a mix of steeliness and warmth, allowing June to function as both the emotional centre of the film and its most unpredictable force. Even as her body weakens, her influence over the family remains formidable.

The story itself is not especially novel. The trope of a sick or dying family member serving as a catalyst for reconciliation is well worn and Goodbye June largely follows that familiar emotional arc.

It's a narrative structure most viewers will instantly recognise. However, what distinguishes the film is its ability to blend genuinely heart-wrenching moments with unexpectedly sweet, even humorous sequences. The emotional shifts feel earned rather than manipulative, grounded in recognisable human behaviour rather than dramatic excess.

The siblings themselves are drawn in broad, almost archetypal strokes. There is the ultra-responsible one who feels compelled to shoulder every burden because everyone else seems incapable. There is the uptight, regimented sibling who perpetually feels out of step with the rest of the family. And there is the perceived slacker -- aimless, emotionally adrift, still tethered to the family home despite being well into adulthood. These character types are familiar, perhaps even predictable, but they are performed with enough nuance to avoid feeling cartoonish.

Where Winslet's direction is most effective is in her willingness to sit with uncomfortable moments. The camera often lingers, allowing scenes to breathe and emotions to unfold without interruption. At times, this stillness can feel slightly awkward, but it rarely crosses into squirm-inducing territory. Rather than making the audience feel like intruders, these extended moments invite us into the emotional space of the characters, letting us absorb their grief, frustration and fleeting moments of connection before the narrative shifts perspective.

That said, not all of Winslet's directorial choices are equally successful. There are moments where stylistic decisions feel oddly out of place. One particularly curious example occurs in a hospital scene, where the camera suddenly adopts a first-person point of view from June's perspective as her children and grandchildren visit her bedside. The camera moves as if mimicking her head movements, an approach that feels jarring and distracting -- especially because this technique is used only briefly, repeated twice within the scene, and then never revisited. The result is a lingering sense of confusion: what was this meant to convey?

Other issues arise in the film's editing. Certain scenes end abruptly, cutting to the next sequence with a tonal shift that creates a mild sense of whiplash. In these moments, the emotional flow suffers, as the weight of one scene isn't always given enough time to settle before the story moves on. While none of this derails the film entirely, it does suggest a director still finding her rhythmic footing.

At nearly two hours long, Goodbye June occasionally feels stretched, with certain interactions lingering longer than strictly necessary. Still, given the subject matter, it would feel almost callous to trim too much. These extended scenes allow us to watch the characters move through their individual stages of grief, denial, anger, and reluctant acceptance. The film's emotional patience is, for the most part, a virtue rather than a flaw.

Overall, Goodbye June is an impressive first outing for Winslet as a filmmaker. Being surrounded by such a talented ensemble undoubtedly helps, but it's clear that Winslet has a strong instinct for performance-driven storytelling. The film is gently charming despite its sadness, presenting a family dynamic that feels both specific and widely relatable.


	Goodbye June

	Starring Kate Winslet, Toni Collette, Helen Mirren

	Directed by Kate Winslet

	Now streaming on Netflix
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									Bring the bling

									Boucheron transforms the Residence of France for Bangkok jewellery showcase
								

									Since 1857, the French diplomatic corps has been based in a charming estate overlooking the Chao Phraya River. Located in Rue de Brest (Charoen Krung Soi 36), the historic Residence of France was recently transformed into Baan Boucheron for an impressive jewellery showcase.
									The exclusive dinner further celebrated Boucheron's expansion to Thailand, following the opening of a boutique in Siam Paragon in mid 2025. Boucheron encouraged a cultural dialogue through the showcase featuring clothing and headdresses, inspired by traditional Thai costumes, matched with exceptional jewellery from various collections, designed by its creative director Claire Choisne.

[image: Like A Queen ring meets Plume de Paon necklace and earrings in this look.]
Like A Queen ring meets Plume de Paon necklace and earrings in this look.




As a matter of fact, couture is one of the maison's enduring pillars as Frederic Boucheron was born into a family of drapers. His calling as a jeweller, however, led to establishing his own business in 1858 and opening the first Boucheron store in the arcades of the Palais Royal in Paris.

The heritage is celebrated by the Histoire De Style collections, annually launched in January.

One of the models wore high jewellery evoking buttons, epaulettes and aiguillettes from the Histoire De Style 2024: The Power Of Couture collection, inspired by ceremonial attire and ornaments.

The Power Of Couture collection boasts the ingenious use of rock crystals for certain pieces while crafting the white gold epaulettes with articulated structures and clasps allows the transformation into cuff bracelets.

[image: Wladimir the cat jewellery design.]
Wladimir the cat jewellery design.




From the very beginning, Frederic Boucheron imbued the maison with the innovative DNA. One of his iconic designs, the claspless Question Mark, enabled wearers to put the necklace on by themselves. The innovation earned him numerous awards, including the Grand Prix at the 1889 Exposition Universelle held in Paris.

Another model wore a feathery interpretation of the Question Mark along with matching Plume de Paon earrings from the Nature Triomphante collection. The ring on her finger, from the Histoire De Style 2023: Like A Queen collection, is inspired by an Art Deco double-clip brooch, gifted to Britain's Princess Elizabeth when she turned 18 in 1944.

The princess later became Queen Elizabeth II -- the longest-reigning monarch in British history.

[image: Baan Boucheron at the historic Residence of France in Bangkok.]
Baan Boucheron at the historic Residence of France in Bangkok.




Art Deco motifs characterise Vendome Lisere earrings, necklace, ring and bracelet from the Architecture collection. The designs are inspired by the layout of Place Vendome, where the visionary founder transformed the Hotel de Noce into a flagship boutique in 1893.

The end of the 19th century also saw Wladimir the cat in the form of brooches and art pieces. In 2018, Choisne designed a collection in his likeness, with the maison's feline muse wearing a necklace with precious stones.

The Baan Boucheron showcase also presented a poetic necklace and matching ring, inspired by passing clouds, from the Contemplation collection released in 2020 under the Carte Blanche series that gives the creative director total freedom for designing innovative and emotional high jewellery.

[image: Vendome Lisere ensemble from the Architecture collection.]
Vendome Lisere ensemble from the Architecture collection.



[image: Necklace and ring, inspired by passing clouds, from the Contemplation collection.]
Necklace and ring, inspired by passing clouds, from the Contemplation collection.
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									Bracelets bind beauty

									
								

									Pushing boundaries, Boucheron has combined denim with diamonds; employed holographic coating, Cofalit or aluminium; and incorporated glass along with a 5D memory technique for producing a series of avant-garde jewellery.
									Last year, the maison turned to cutting-edge 3D sand printing for another innovation capsule -- the Quatre Sand Cuff.

The iconic Quatre is characterised by four bands with distinctive motifs from Boucheron's archives. The challenge was to distil the material into its clean, graphic lines instead of rounded contours.

Boucheron previously took its high jewellery to the next level, by embedding sand from the Thar Desert into a rock crystal necklace, and sculpted Or Bleu pieces out of black sand without the need for any metal edges or encapsulation.

[image: Iconic Quatre designed with four distinct bands.]
Iconic Quatre designed with four distinct bands.




Creative director Claire Choisne continued exploring other technologies for reinventing Boucheron's jewellery, with the 3D sand-printing technique borrowed from the automotive and aeronautics industries for fashioning the Quatre Sand Cuff.

The process involves spraying polymer binder onto the sand in successive layers barely a millimetre thick, like a millefeuille puff pastry, making the grains adhere to one another as if glued. The resulting hardwearing material retains the texture of the sand.

The creative director designed the innovation capsule as a set of seven pieces comprising one black sand and yellow gold bracelet featuring an XXL version of the Clou de Paris pattern; two other bracelets with the same materials and pattern, but in a smaller format; and four brushed gold bangles.

From a technical perspective, it was extremely challenging to craft the pieces. The Creative Studio firstly used 3D modelling to achieve the oversized dimensions, while still reproducing the precision edges that characterise the signature Quatre pattern.

Each black sand component was then shaped using 3D printing, before being mounted onto the gold structural bangle. Its polished inner surface and brushed edge maximise the interplay of textures and light, while a special coating seals in the colour of the sand.

The edgy reinterpretations of the Quatre can be worn separately, stacked or together.
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									Shangri-La Bangkok debuts Chinese New Year menus

									
								

									Shangri-La Bangkok welcomes new beginnings brought by the Year of the Horse with elegant and sumptuous feasts at Shang Palace Chinese Restaurant.
									Executive Chinese chef Kwok Ka Wai debuts decadent set menus featuring auspicious dishes to give you and your family an abundant Chinese New Year.

From today until Feb 28, diners can enjoy Chinese New Year specialities and a festive dim sum menu. From Feb 12-22, diners can indulge in three meaningful set menus, along with a selection of special a la carte dishes:


	The Fortune Set (for a minimum of four guests)

	The Prosperity Set (for a minimum of four guests)

	The Longevity Set (for a minimum of four guests)



[image: Auspicious set menu.]
Auspicious set menu.



[image: Festive dim sum.]
Festive dim sum.




You can also choose to celebrate with our traditional Lo Hei and toss up as high as possible, symbolising that the upcoming year will bring you success, prosperity, wealth and longevity in the year ahead:


	Prosperity Lo Hei with Salmon

	Premium Lo Hei with Abalone



The splendid dining experience for the Chinese New Year celebrations will be enhanced by live Guzheng music on Feb 16 (dinner) and Feb 17 (lunch and dinner).

To welcome the Year of the Horse and bring good fortune, health and happiness to guests and their families, a traditional lion dance accompanied by Chinese drumming and cymbal crashes will commence at the Shangri-La Wing entrance on Feb 17 at 10.15am.

Call 02-236-7777, visit tinyurl.com/2026CNYDining-ShangPalace or email restaurants.slbk@shangri-la.com for more information and reservations.

[image: Premium poon choi.]
Premium poon choi.
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									Conformity Gate: A Stranger Things finale that never was

									'Stranger Things' finale left fans bitter, they manifested a secret episode
								

									The Netflix Original Stranger Things has concluded its long 10-year run with Season Five Chapter Eight: The Rightside Up. With an unsatisfying conclusion, fans were left speculating about a secret final episode coming on Wednesday to tie up all plot holes. Yet, it never came.
									Set in 1980s Indiana, Stranger Things follows a group of young kids who set out to find their missing friend whilst discovering supernatural phenomena and governmental secrets in their town.

Since its release in 2016, the series has served as Netflix's flagship show and has become the platform's most-watched series.

An unfulfilling finale

[image: Stranger Things Season 5(Photo: Netflix)]
Stranger Things Season 5 (Photo: Netflix)



The finale culminated in an emotional conclusion, with an underwhelming climax, plot holes and unanswered loose ends.

Some examples of plot holes fans were left questioning (spoilers):


	Why are there no demogorgons, demodogs or demobats during the final showdown between the gang and Vecna in The Abyss?

	Does the military do anything to the gang after they shot so many official personnel?

	Why is Will Byers not affected by the death of the Mind Flayer since he is connected to the hivemind?

	Volume One sets up that Joyce and Hopper were in high school with Henry (aka Vecna) but that plot point was never taken anywhere.



The Duffer Brothers, creators of the series, did clarify some questions in their interview, but the answers mostly amounted to nothing.

For instance, they explained that Vecna was not expecting a sneak attack from the group; therefore, there were no demogorgons to protect him. Yet, fans were then left questioning, "but Vecna went into Eleven's mind, so wouldn't he have seen the plan then?"

The resolution felt cheap and conveniently plotted, leading fans to speculate that the series might not actually end.

The Conformity Gate theory

[image: Dustin delivering a graduation speech in the series finale. (Photo: Netflix)]
Dustin delivers a graduation speech in the series finale. (Photo: Netflix)



Within a week of its conclusion, a theory started buzzing on the internet about an upcoming secret ninth episode named "Conformity Gate", derived from Dustin's graduation speech and the fact that the ending felt too safe, too "conforming", which contrasts with the show's theme of going against the grain.

The premise was that the ending in episode eight was actually a dream created by Vecna. Since the beginning of the rumour, fans started to gather hints and clues they could find to confirm the theory.

These ranged from:


	Dungeons and Dragons binders that spelled "X A LIE", suggesting that the reality is a lie.

	The students at the graduation ceremony folded their hands in the same way Henry did before he became Vecna.

	An interview of actor Jamie Campbell Bower who referred to episode eight as, you guessed it, "episode eight" rather than the final episode.



Conformity Gate was expected to be released on Wednesday, Orthodox Christmas, aligning with the previous holiday releases for Season 5 on Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Day for Season 5 Vol 1, Vol 2, and the final episode respectively.

[image: The parallel of the main cast from Season One and Season Five with a caption reading ]
The parallel of the main cast from Seasons One and Five with a caption reading "Told ya. I don't believe in coincidences." (Photo: strangerthingstv)



As of Thursday, it has not been released. The bio on Stranger Things' Instagram account also confirmed that "ALL EPISODES OF STRANGER THINGS ARE NOW PLAYING."

Fans flooded their comment section with "you lost the biggest plot twist in Netflix history, how was it all just a coincidence?", "I believed until the last minute", to "if they don't release anything tonight I'm cancelling my subscription. They're engaged in farming us."

One last theory

In the end, Conformity Gate is a fitting meta-conspiracy surrounding a series that has always dealt in mysteries and conspiracies. The show's 10-year run and cultural impact inevitably left fans expecting an ending that would have been impossible to satisfy everyone.

Conformity Gate became a way for fans to cope with parting from something they loved, a form of collective grieving for a lifelong friend.
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									New movies out this week: Jan 8-14

									'Rental Family' received a standing ovation at its 2025 Toronto International Film Festival premiere
								

									New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									
[image: ]

Panyi I Sea You

Directed by Arinchai Rattanavijit. 

Who's in it? 

Save Saisawat, Areeya Pholphuttrakul and Pak Varayu Pusomjitsakul.

What's it about?

Amidst the beauty of Andaman, Park's journey as a compassionate doctor unfolds against the backdrop of a traditional Muslim community, exploring love and commitment.

Why watch it? 

What better way to begin a new year than with a story about love for all?

[image: ]

Rental Family

Directed by Hikari.

Who's in it? 

Brendan Fraser, Takehiro Hira and Mari Yamamoto.

What's it about? 

An American actor in Tokyo struggling to find purpose lands an unusual gig: working for a Japanese "rental family" agency, playing stand-in roles for strangers. He rediscovers purpose, belonging and the beauty of human connection.

Why watch it?

Rental families have been around in Japan since the 80s and there are about 300 companies that offer clients with professional actors to portray friends, family members or co-workers at events like weddings. 

[image: ]

Shell

Directed by Max Minghella. 

Who's in it? 

Elisabeth Moss, Kate Hudson and Kaia Gerber.

What's it about? 

Desperate to reclaim her career, once-beloved actress Samantha Lake is drawn into the glamorous world of wellness moghul Zoe Shannon, only to uncover a monstrous truth beneath its flawless surface.

Why watch it? 

Moss was pregnant during the movie's filming. She wears baggy and loose fitting clothing to hide her pregnancy in the movie.

[image: ]

Nan Jing zhao xiang guan (Dead To Rights)

Directed by Ao Shen.

Who's in it?

Haoran Liu, Nathaniel Boyd and Ye Gao.

What's it about?

During the 1937 Nanjing Massacre, postman A Chang posed as a photo developer, helping Japanese forces while secretly sheltering Chinese refugees. He later risked his life evacuating them and revealing evidence of the atrocities.

Why watch it?

The film is loosely based on the discovery of a key piece of evidence from the Nanjing Massacre. In 1938, 15-year-old darkroom apprentice Luo Jin secretly compiled photos of the atrocities-taken by Japanese soldiers-into an album and hid it. The album was later discovered by Wu Xuan, another Chinese civilian, who preserved it for years before handing it over to postwar authorities. 

[image: ]

Wind Breaker 

Directed by Kentaro Hagiwara.

Who's in it?

Koshi Mizukami, Mamoru Hagiwara and Noritaka Hamao.

What's it about?

A high school student sets out to fight his way through various gangs to reach the top of the pecking order.

Why watch it?

Remake of Wind Breaker (2024).
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									How to spot scammers' tricks before you fall for them

									Legitimate businesses respect caution, but scammers react with anger
								

									Scammers are getting smarter, but their favourite tricks still rely on old lies dressed up in new ways. These schemes are designed to make you panic and act without thinking. Let's look into some their most common tricks and the simple steps you can take to protect your money, identity and future headaches.
									Fraud is currently rampant in Thailand, especially since the Thai-Cambodian border conflict is ongoing, causing digital warfare to become even more commonplace. Senior citizens are among the heavily targeted groups for scams. Despite the Thai government and agencies issuing plenty of warnings about scams draining life savings, too many Thais still fall victim because they do not recognise the warning signs.

Here are three of the most common lies scammers use and why you should never take the bait.

[image: A building in Cambodia used as a casino, scam centre and military base is shelled by Thai tanks near the Chong Sae Takoo border crossing in Buri Ram province in December 2025. (Photo: Army Military Force)]
A building in Cambodia used as a casino, scam centre and military base is shelled by Thai tanks near the Chong Sae Takoo border crossing in Buri Ram province in December 2025. (Photo: Army Military Force)



"Your information is being used to commit crimes."

This trick is frightening. The scammer often dresses up as Thai police or authorities to make things more convincing. Instead of threatening your money, it threatens you. They often tell you that your name or ID number is linked to criminal activity, and you could face fines or jail time. But the contact details provided do not belong to any government agency; they belong to the scammer.

Once you take their bait, they pressure you for sensitive information, which they use to drain your accounts or steal your identity. The reality? There is no crime linked to your name. It's pure fiction. Either ignore them or contact your local police station or village chief.

"There's a security problem with your phone (or computer)."

Tech-related scams prey on fear and confusion. You might see a pop-up or receive a call claiming your computer is infected or hacked. This usually results from installing harmful apps or visiting unsafe links in short message service (SMS) messages. The scammer offers to "fix" the problem--often by taking remote control of your device or asking for payment details. In some cases, they install malware themselves.

The truth? Legitimate companies do not operate this way. If you get such a message, ignore it. There is no security issue, only a scam.

As someone who often tries out new applications and games, visits unsavoury websites or tries silly tweaks to my devices, I also sometimes encounter malware attempting to scam me.

"Someone is using your accounts."

This is one of the oldest tricks in the book. You receive an alarming message claiming suspicious activity on your account. The scammer wants you to react emotionally, fearing your money or data is at risk. The contact details provided, whether by email, text or voicemail, do not lead to your bank or any legitimate authority. They lead straight to the scammer.

The truth? There is no suspicious activity. It is a lie designed to lure you into handing over personal details or transferring money "for protection." Never follow the instructions in these messages.

How to protect yourself:

Do not move money to "protect it." Scammers often convince victims to transfer funds or invest in something for "safekeeping." Once you move the money, it's gone.

I recommend hanging up (or disconnecting) and verifying before doing anything foolish. Never use the contact details provided in the message. Look up the official contacts yourself and use those instead.

Block unwanted calls. Many modern phones have built-in scam call detection. If not, you can use the Whoscall app, which works on any Android or iPhone. Do not answer numbers you do not recognise. If it is important, they will leave a voicemail; scammers rarely do.

[image: A screenshot of Whoscall, a mobile application that alerts users to significant and urgent scam threats, including authority impersonation, ransomware, large-scale financial scams, phishing attacks, identity theft and others that may result in severe damage.]
A screenshot of Whoscall, a mobile application that alerts users to significant and urgent scam threats, including authority impersonation, ransomware, large-scale financial scams, phishing attacks, identity theft and others that may result in severe damage.



Legitimate organisations do not work this way.

Thai banks will not call you to warn about monetary fraud--they will lock your account and wait for you to contact them. Government agencies do not send emails or texts demanding action; they communicate through official letters or in person. No reputable company uses random pop-ups to fix your computer.

If you receive a message asking you to reply or call back, treat it as suspicious. Instead, use official contact methods you already know.

Be sceptical

While it's unfortunate that we have to be extra cautious, staying alert is crucial. If something feels off, trust your instincts. Legitimate businesses will respect your caution. Scammers will get angry--and that's your cue to hang up.

In addition, scammers will develop more sophisticated operations using artificial intelligence (AI), allowing them to target victims more precisely.
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									Viral 'Chinese Trump' wins laughs on both sides of Pacific

									
								

									CHONGQING -- Outstretching his hands in a signature Donald Trump pose, impersonator Ryan Chen mimics the US president's voice and gestures with such accuracy that he has become a social media phenomenon with his funny videos.
									The 42-year-old from southwest China does not engage in political satire -- a minefield in the country that can lead to account suspension -- but has amassed millions of followers across Instagram, TikTok and Chinese platforms.

"Trump is an endless well that never runs dry, because he draws more online traffic than anyone else on the planet," Chen told Agence France-Presse (AFP) in his hometown of Chongqing that itself has gone viral over its labyrinthine cityscape and spicy food.

During his videos, which are in English with Chinese subtitles, Chen lightheartedly presents Chinese cuisine, customs, cultural differences, jokes with foreigners and dances to Village People's "YMCA", one of Trump's trademark stage songs.

And all his clips are peppered with Trump's unmistakable mannerisms and buzzwords like "tremendous" and "amazing".

"I'm not into politics, but I think he is a very good entertainer," said Chen of the American president, whom he followed when Trump hosted the reality television show "The Apprentice".

"If I imitate him, it's not to make fun of him. It's to get attention," he told AFP in a white cowboy hat.

"With that attention, I can boost my career, as well as promote China and my hometown."

						

							
						


'Like a neighbour'

Chen stumbled across his online fame by chance, only taking off in 2025 with Trump's return to the White House.

The fan of "Friends" and "The Big Bang Theory" -- who had never visited the United States before this year -- started making online videos to teach English as a "back-up plan" from his job in architecture, a sector hit hard by the property crisis in China.

He had moderate success, but his videos only went viral after a friend challenged him to imitate Trump.

His appearance in April on a livestream by IShowSpeed, an American YouTuber with over 47 million subscribers who was visiting China at the time, further boosted his visibility.

Chen said Trump has become such a big part of his life he now feels a certain familiarity with him, "like a next-door neighbour".

He sees himself as a "bridge" between international internet users eager to discover urban China, its "lively" atmosphere, and Chinese people keen to understand foreign humour and cultures.

The impersonator now has more than a million followers on Instagram, almost as many on TikTok, and more than 2.5 million on Chinese platforms, and is recognised on the streets.

Chen, who learned English by watching his favourite American series, said his secret is to sound like a "native speaker".

Another imperative is to "stay tuned" to news on Trump, who is "a goldmine of funny material", according to Chen, who said he also draws inspiration from American impressionists of the president.

'Try our hotpot'

The impersonator, whose real name is Chen Rui, said he is now able to make a living from his work through promotion, events and corporate parties.

"My main source of income is advertising," he said, with brands for cars, digital products, games or milk hiring him for their campaigns.

In a sign his work has not upset the Trump administration, Chen announced in a video he had obtained a visa for the United States, which he is currently visiting for the first time.

And with Trump set to visit China this year, Chen called on the president to travel to Chongqing and "try our hotpot", which is famously spicy.

While a meeting between the real Trump and his Chinese impersonator would "probably be cool", Chen said he has no "burning desire" to do so because it would quickly become a diplomatic affair.

"I'm just a comedian," he said. "I have no political aspirations."
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									Gen Z, Millennials, and the art of leaving quietly

									
								

									If you spend enough evenings in Bangkok, you start to notice a small but unmistakable rhythm: people drifting away before midnight without warning or formality, slipping out the door as if stepping off a moving walkway rather than departing an event. No hugs, no rounds of farewells, no performative explanations, just a subtle recalibration of the room. One moment the table is full, the next there is a gap where someone was sitting, and the night continues undisturbed. What would once have registered as abrupt has become so routine that it barely registers at all.
									It is tempting to interpret this shift through the usual lenses being applied elsewhere. International headlines have been busy diagnosing a generational retreat from nightlife, suggesting that younger people are partying less, drinking less, or socialising more cautiously. Surveys in the United States and Europe point to falling alcohol consumption and declining club attendance and wonder aloud whether Gen Z cares less about nightlife altogether. But that frame sits awkwardly on Bangkok, where the streets remain thick with movement and the week still hums with openings, dinners, classes, and micro-gatherings. The energy has not drained out of the city. It has simply redistributed itself across shorter spans of time.

A night out here no longer needs to stretch into the early hours to count. People treat socialising as something that can be threaded between the demands of a week that already includes work, side projects, fitness classes, commutes, and the gravitational pull of the city's food and cafe culture. The value lies in showing up at all, rather than proving endurance. A drink or two, a single plate of food, an hour at a gallery, a short burst of conversation; all of this satisfies the social impulse without requiring the full arc of a night.

Part of the shift comes from the city's texture itself. Bangkok has always been a place where movement feels natural, where people slide between roles and spaces without needing to plant themselves in any one of them. You sense it in the way groups assemble loosely and disband without drama, in the way cafes turn over steadily throughout the day, in the way a dinner can dissolve into multiple smaller plans rather than funnel toward a shared ending. When no one insists on permanence, leaving quietly becomes a feature rather than a flaw.

There is also something specifically Thai underpinning this fluidity. The cultural inclination toward ease and non-insistence means that overstaying one's energy can feel stranger than stepping away. Social time is not treated as a commitment to be honoured at all costs, but as something that expands and contracts according to the needs of the people in it. In a place where consideration often shows up as non-intrusion, allowing someone to depart freely becomes another form of hospitality.

Technology smooths the transition even further. Plans no longer require firm commitment; they can be assembled by text, reshaped by traffic, cancelled without drama, or supplemented by a later message that says "another day?" Group chats function like open invitations rather than binding agreements, and attendance becomes modular rather than binary. This means that leaving represents another small adjustment in a night that was always flexible.

But there is more happening beneath the surface than convenience. When leaving early becomes normal, the meaning of social time shifts. Nights lose some of the long, slow drift that used to carry people toward unpredictable experiences and deeper conversations. In its place comes a more intentional form of engagement: if you know you won't stay long, you show up ready to start talking, ready to pay attention. Depth still happens, but it accumulates across multiple brief encounters instead of being squeezed from one marathon evening. A friendship becomes something built in fragments rather than forged in a single night.

This recalibration has consequences, both comforting and melancholy. On one hand, people gain access to their own energy again. It becomes easier to say yes to more things because each yes costs less. Social life fits more neatly alongside everything else that fills a week, and the guilt that used to accompany an early exit falls away. On the other hand, something subtler fades at the edges: the serendipity that arrives only when you linger longer than you intended, when the night exceeds the plan, when leaving feels impossible because the conversation has started to tilt into something weightier.

Bangkok absorbs the trade-off without much fuss, because movement is woven into its identity. To step out early does not rupture anything; it simply continues the city's flow. There is no need to defend the choice, no impulse to justify it. The behaviour spreads not as a trend or a philosophy, but as a practical response to how people want to spend their attention in a city that already asks for so much of it.

In that sense, the art of leaving quietly isn't really about disengagement. It is about remaining woven into the city's social fabric without surrendering entire nights to it. To arrive, take part, and step away when you have had enough is not retreat, but rather a recalibration. And in a city where the week rarely slows down, knowing when to slip out may be one of the ways younger Bangkokians are learning how to stay in the game for longer.

Chavisa Boonpiti is a contributor at BitesizeBKK, a digital news outlet.
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